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Open Access Week 2012

Dr Danny Kingsley

Manager, Scholarly Communication and ePublishing

Promoting research through open 
access – everything you ever 
wanted to know

Rundown for today’s talk

• What is open access

• Why do we need open access

• How do we make work open access

• Managing copyright in open access

• (If time) changing research assessment
– Guest speakers: 

• Dr Rick Kuhn, School of Politics & International Relations

• Scott Morrison, PhD scholar, Mathematical Sciences Institute

NOTE: I speak quickly, let me know if I need to slow down!
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WHAT IS OPEN ACCESS?

Making research output available to everyone, not just people who 
are based in well resourced institutions…usually via the internet

The term ‘open access’ was first used 10 years ago by the 
Budapest Open Access Initiative
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Regular publishing

Institutional 
reader

Library $ Publisher

Non-institutional 
readerX

Author

WHY OPEN ACCESS?
All is not well in the scholarly publishing industry
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Why open access?

• Academics provide the publishing industry:
– Papers
– Editorial services (board and editors)
– Peer review
– for free

• Subscriptions to journals are enormous - Currently the 
ANU Library pays $1.125 million to Elsevier annually in 
subscription costs

• In some disciplines it can take up to 5 YEARS for an 
accepted paper to be published
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Cost of subscriptions
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Who benefits from open access? 

Making work open access 
means more eyeballs

• “The effect of open access and downloads 
('hits') on citation impact: a bibliography of 
studies”
– http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html

• This lists the many 100s of papers that 
demonstrate a positive correlation between 
making work open access and an increase in 
citations.
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OPEN ACCESS
How do we get there?
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Gold (open access) publishing

Institutional 
reader

free
Publisher

Non-
institutional 
reader

Author
Funding 
body

free
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Publishing in an open access journal

Directory of Open Access 
Journals
http://www.doaj.org/

Currently about 10-15% of 
journals are OA.

Many subscription journals 
offer a ‘hybrid’ option
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Article processing fees

• The Gold model moves the cost from the 
READER to the AUTHOR.

• This means from the LIBRARY to the FUNDER.
• Funding bodies are increasingly requiring research 

publications be available OA (and are paying the 
fees)

• The fee can be as high as US$3000-$5000 but a 
study of over 100K articles showed average cost 
is US$900

• Solomon, D, Bjork, B, (2012) A Study of Open Access Journals Using Article Processing 
Charges, The Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology, 
http://www.openaccesspublishing.org/apc2/
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The model can work - PLoS One

Interactive open-access 
journal for the communication 
of all peer-reviewed scientific 
and medical research.

• Short peer review period

• Multi-disciplinary

• Estab 2007, by 2010 
world’s largest journal (6749 
articles)

• Lower article processing 
costs
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Green open access dissemination

Institutional 
reader

Library $ Publisher

Non-institutional 
reader

Author

Repositoryfree

free
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Green road

Disseminate by putting a version in an a 
repository:

– Institutional Repository

– Subject-based repository

About 60% of publishers allow this

Subject-based repositories

• 1991 ArXiv began in Los Alamos (now hosted at 
Cornell Uni) http://arxiv.org

• 1992 Social Sciences Research Network 
(SSRN) began http://www.ssrn.com/

• 1997 Cogprints http://cogprints.org/ established for 
cognitive sciences, and RePEc for economics 
http://repec.org

• 2000 PubMed Central launched 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc
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Repositories in Australia

• July 2000 – First theses available in Australian Digital Theses 
Project (ADT)
– 2002: approx 500 theses available 

– July 2004: 2373 theses available 

– Now: over 30,000 theses available

• 2001 – ANU ePrints repository established

• 2004 – QUT open access mandate in force

• 2007-2009 – Aust Gov provided $25.5 million to universities to 
develop data systems prepare for the (RQF then) ERA

• 2010 – Trove launched (http://trove.nla.gov.au/) 

• 2011 – ADT and Australian Research Online decommissioned

ANU Office of Scholarly Communication 18



8/11/2012

4

ANU Office of Scholarly Communication 19

ANU Research repository

http://research.anu.edu.au/access

Keep your open research together
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Guidelines for repository

Who can put stuff in:
– Anyone who is a member of the ANU

(except undergrad students)

What can they put in:
– Scholarly output
– Work done before they came to the ANU
– Theses (Hons can be put in by supervisors)

What they cannot put in:
– Opinion pieces
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Google Analytics - Digital Collections

More work is available green OA than 
gold OA
• Study* of the proportion of research published in 

2008 that was available OA in 2009:

• One in 5 papers - split between OA journals & 
repositories. 
– OA journals - 8.5% of all published papers (one in four of these 

in a hybrid journal) 

– Repositories 11.9% of all published papers

– * Björk, B.-C., P. Welling, et al. (2010). "Open Access to the Scientific Journal 

Literature: Situation 2009." PLoS ONE 5.(6): e11273.
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MANAGING COPYRIGHT IN 
OPEN ACCESS

“Will my publisher let me do this?”
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Copyright is different in academia

This copyright symbol is copyrighted

Scientific authorship = responsibility

Author

Paper

Generally

Authors can’t sign away their moral rights they just sign 
away their right to make money!!

Managing copyright in OA repositories

• The challenge for open access is the 
complexity of copyright compliance. 
– Many institutions, including the ANU 

undertake the copyright checking on behalf of 
the authors. 

– This requires administrative staff and an extra 
cost to the institution 

• Open access is actually far from free for an 
institution.
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SHERPA/RoMEO

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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It comes down to the version
Preprint

Submitted Version

Work sent to publishers for 
review

Postprint
Accepted Version/

Accepted Manuscript
Author’s peer reviewed and 

corrected final version

Published 
Version

Version of Record
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For green OA the accepted version is 
‘gold!’

Preprint

Submitted Version

Work sent to publishers for 
review

Postprint
Accepted Version/

Accepted Manuscript
Author’s peer reviewed and 

corrected final version

Published 
Version

Version of Record

Publishers are not created equal

• Springer 
– allows deposit of Accepted Version in a repository

• Taylor & Francis
– allows deposit of Accepted Version after an embargo

• Elsevier
– allows deposit of Accepted Version as long as you 

are not mandated (!)

• Wiley Blackwell 
– do not allow deposit of Accepted Version under any 

circumstances
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So how do you become pro OA?

• Deposit a copy of your research into the 
ANU research repository (or a subject 
repository of choice)

• When choosing a journal be aware that 
some publishers (primarily Wiley) do not 
allow deposit in repositories 

• Use your clout – if you edit or peer review 
for a journal ask for permission to make 
your published work available
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Thank you and questions

Dr Danny Kingsley

Manager, 

Scholarly Communication and ePublishing

Australian National University

danny.kingsley@anu.edu.au

ph: 02 6125 6839

ASSESSING RESEARCH(ERS)
Credit is important because of how reward is distributed
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Unit of scholarly communication –
scholarly article

1665
Philosophical 

Transactions of the 

Royal Society est. 

2012
Electronic–only journals
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Embedded in the reward system
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Read
Idea

Publish

Research

Grant

Promotion
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Traditional ways to assess value

– 1955 – Eugene Garfield founded the Institute 
for Scientific Information & Science Citation 
Index

• Based on a calculation of no of citations

– 1972 – Journal Impact Factor
• Averages the number of citations per article in a 

journal

– early 2000’s – bought by Thompson Reuter’s 
Web of Science and Web of Knowledge

• Still based on citations & JIF

Jumping on the assessment 
bandwagon 2004-2009

– Elsevier’s SciVerse Scopus 
• http://www.info.sciverse.com/scopus

– Google Scholar
• http://scholar.google.com.au/

– Microsoft’s Academic Search
• http://academic.research.microsoft.com/

• Variations on a theme - still relying on 
citation data from bibliographic databases

• IFs rank journals, not articles
ANU Office of Scholarly Communication 39

PLoS One metrics page (1)
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PLoS metrics view (2)
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Changing ways to assess ‘usage’

– MESUR 
• http://mesur.informatics.indiana.edu/

• (Metrics for Scholarly Usage of Resources)  2006 
Andrew W Mellon Foundation grant

– Eigenfactor 
• Uni of Washington

– altmetrics.org 
• ‘community is striving to understand and measure 

the products and practices of scholarly 
communication on the web’
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Free & simple - Google citations
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