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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the development and maintenance of a fragile group
identity at the community level among Aboriginal people in the West
Kimberley in Western Australia. It focuses on the town-based Aboriginal
settlement of Junjuwa in Fitzroy Crossing.

With no indigenous political structures relevant to the permanent co-
residence of several hundreds of people the development and maintenance of a
community sentiment powerful enough to allow the effective operation of the
community as an administrative unit is problematic. While the material
constraints of successive government policies have been a key limitation on
people, indigenous identities, groupings and associations which pose obstacles
to sustaining a commitment to the community are always present and constantly
threatening it.

This thesis explores the bases of cohesion at the community level and the
constant tension with sub-community loyalties of one kind or another. It begins
with a consideration of aspects of the historical background that are crucial to
understanding the contemporary situation, paying particular attention to the
transformations in residence patterns brought about by the pastoral industry.
The emergence of Junjuwa is described in the context of the pastoral industry in
the 1960s, which forced many Aboriginal people into Fitzroy Crossing. This is
followed by an analysis of the community constitution, the physical structure
and the resident population. In the subsequent Chapter, the bases of group
sentiments and the circumstances in which these were expressed and operated
are analysed. Chapters six and seven examine the sub-groupings, associations
and identities that are in constant tension with the community identity. Chapter
eight concentrates on the leadership in the community and Chapter nine on the
consequences of external interventions. In the final Chapter I discuss why the
factors that make the emergence of a community sentiment at the lével of
associations like Junjuwa are not, at present, expendable to a regional level.
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FOREWORD

The short glimpse of fieldwork that I had during my first visit to Australia when
I'was working on - theoretically oriented library thesis in French on Aboriginal
mortuary custor< inspired me to return to do research based on my own
ethnographic wori.

Knowing from experience the strong Anglo-Saxon empirical tradition I
knew I had little chance to be recognised prior to proving myself in the field.
This is why I came to enrol in a second Ph.D.

The fieldwork experience I subsequently had was so powerful and intense
that I decided to include in my thesis a lot of everyday ethnography in order to
have the reader share some of it with me. Further, I have often been frustrated
while reading anthropological works by finding that the raw material, upon
which this research is based, has been smothered by jargon, something I have
been determined to avoid.

Although many references have been made to Aboriginal people I have
used pseudonyms to preserve their anonymity, for two reasons. First, because
most of my informants did not wish to be identified; second, because Fitzroy
Crossing is a small remote town and what the people said to me might
conceivably be used against them if taken out of its particular context, although
with the passing of time this becomes less and less likely. For this same reason
I'have used pseudonyms for non-Aboriginal people as well.

Finally, the way I have transcribed colloquial English spoken by the
people in the Kimberley is not the standard form of ’Aboriginal English’, but
corresponds to the way I heard it then with the local expressions that give to this
form of English a distinctive flavour.








