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Indigenous life writing. Grossm
research in the context of her acnl
locaAnon and heritage as part Ofll'tural nistog
Jewish diaspora in New York B fl Hungarians
Fieeply informed her intcrpreta-t' ﬂﬂuse.this hag
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are vexed terms (p.xxiv). And. th ; o
they operate on at | epan o R
= : 7at east two separate registers i
g 1 O cross cultural collaborative Indig :
: ustralian life writing. One of these el
mvo[ve.s the way in which Western mod s
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! ynamics of collaborative texts was ,
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tise the ;.isual presence and ageigclzt;?lfgsbllzxg
enous editors and co-authors in Indi  life
writing without really quc‘stionigg[;}’ili?;;j ll:fe’
d\lscourses about literacy and writing themsel}ve'EI
Grossman outlines how this apprbach shifteii
és[ she be.came more intrigued with the issues
collaborative texts posed concerning insights intg)
Pow F’,umpcan colonial oppositions of ‘self’ and
other” play out in the contexts of litcracy; andcrh
cultural other (p.xx). The aim then became te
move beyond analysis and critique of how orali O'
and literacy are discursively coded and embeddlgzi
and managed in life writing to what this 1ﬁa say
abouvt the challenges posed to re—thinkir; m ydm}
nity in cross-cultural contexts. e
AThl&i prompted a change to a more radical anal-
ysis, with an etymological emphasis on the or‘i in
of C(()inrcsrable formations, that sought to un%ilerf
;t;lunris}lthe underlying forces' and energies that
current understandings or ‘blindness’

positions this

about what is taken for granted and what is
constrained and impeded in terms of other possi-
bilities of knowledge, organisation and action.
guch an approach allowed for the critical space to
question the roots of modernity’s conceptualisa-
tion of orality and literacy. In doing so, Grossman
replaces the terms ‘orality’ and ‘literacy’ with
all’ and ‘text’ to move beyond the orality/liter-
acy binary and refer more expansively to consti-
ruted domains of speaking and writing systems.
Talk can signal a broader array of forms from
‘primary oral languages’ to vernacular and prac-
tices of speech; ‘text’ moves beyond alphabetical
writing to include a range of linguistic or other
forms of inscription, including written narra-
tive signifying both social and material contexts
(p.xxvi).
In exploring the complex subjectivities of
life writing in Australia through talk and text,
Grossman draws on the works of Indigenous
scholars such as Martin Nakata, Aileen Moreton-
Robinson, lan Anderson, Jeanie Bell, Mick
Dodson, Marcia Langton and Mandawuy
Yunupingu, who use the English language for
emancipatory, activist and cultural projects, thus
emphasising the ways that Indigenous peoples in
Australia and the world have interacted with and
created their own systems of writing and literacy-
based forms of knowledge. In this way her work
mounts a substantial critique of the accretions of
Western anthropology that have perpetuated the
oppositional binary between oral and written
narratives and which continue to control the lives
of Indigenous Australians in a ‘myriad of mate-
rial and cultural domains’ (See Nakata cited in
Grossman, p.XXiv).

Chapter two, entitled ‘(Re)writing histories:
the emergence and development of Indigenous
Australian life writing’, positions Australian
Indigenous life writing as a significant interven-
tion in the official history of the nation and as an
important genre in which Indigenous Australians
‘write back’ to hegemonic historical accounts
of invasion and occupation. Grossman offers
her reading of Stephen Muecke’s (1988) influ-
ential essay ‘Aboriginal literature: the repressive
hypothesis’, which refuses to provide a homoge-
nous theory for Indigenous life writing and offers
instead multiple sites for the emergence of this

genre.
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In her ‘lntroduction’, Grossman refers to
‘the collaborative ideal’ (p.xv) that is not just
concerned with the ‘independent voices of
Indigenous authors from within a distinctively
other form of life’; such voices are produced ‘as a
distinctively other form of life’. In chapter five she
discusses Paddy Roe’s Gularabula: stories of the
West Kimberley (1983) as an important attempt
by an Aboriginal Elder and white cultural studies
academic Stephen Muecke to rethink the cultural
and conceptual divide between orality and liter-
acy as oppositional regimes of representation and
to challenge the marginal status of oral testimony
in relation to writing and literature in Western
scholarship more broadly.
The vexed terms of orality and literacy provide
4 fertile site, as Grossman’s work illustrates, for
a discussion of the complexities of the ‘entan-
gled” and intertwined spaces that the two occupy.
Entanglement is fluid and dynamic. A confused
space is a good place to begin a conversation.
Entangled subjects offers a rigorous interrogation
of Western discourses surrounding orality and
literacy that challenges ideas of where the ‘centre’
might be located and how multiple centres of
truth and textuality may exist and operate simul-
taneously. Vexation is a catalyst for Grossmann
— a sign to move beyond current constraints and
‘ready-made’ concepts that have governed criti-
cal approaches to both collaborative Indigenous
life writing and modernity’s positioning of oral-

ity and literacy.
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EDITORIAL

The range of papers and research reports in this
non-thematic edition of Australian Aboriginal
Studies reflects the growing depth in the field of
research shaping up as Australian Indigenous
Studies in the twenty-first century. The papers and
reports cover a range of disciplines now collec-
tively regarded as core to Indigenous Studies,
including social, scientific, historical and health
research areas. Threaded through this volume is
a clear mandate from communities that they now
drive research agendas. Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities engender and influ-
ence research projects and work in collabora-
tion with academics to undertake the research.
It is gratifying to see this evolve: best practice in
ethical research, in which community agency in
research is foregrounded, is a key aim of research
at AIATSIS.

Some of the output from our National
Indigenous Studies Conference in March this year,
‘Breaking barriers in Indigenous research and
thinking’, is showcased in this volume through
two research reports in the health discipline —
one by Maddox and Comfort and the other by
Tongs and Poroch. We look forward to publishing
more from this significant event in future editions.

During this, our fiftieth, year we have been
considering our future role in the developing field
of Australian Indigenous Studies. By centralis-
ing the network of researchers and funding for
the study of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures, through the formation of the Australian
Institute for Aboriginal Studies, the concept of
‘Indigenous studies’ in Australia was essentially
founded. Fifty years on, research at AIATSIS
is very much focused on the way research is
conducted, privileging ethical collaborations
with Indigenous peoples, locally and interna-
tionally, on matters identified by Indigenous
peoples as important. This is in contrast with
the previous approach, which was more focused
on single discipline-based research in fields such

as anthropology, archaeology and linguistics.
Increasingly, ATATSIS has formal partnerships
with local and international tertiary institutions,
allowing it to spread its global reach.

Over the pastsix months key events for ATATSIS
have included convening a nationally recognised
conference, seminars, attendance by researchers
as keynote and invited speakers at major interna-
tional events, developing our research collabora-
tions and competitive research funding success.

The National Native Title Conference held
in June in Coffs Harbour, New South Wales,
brought together more than 650 delegates in the
expanding native title field. This annual event is
now an institution relied on by practitioners in
the industry and native title holders alike as a key
networking opportunity.

AJATSIS continues to build international
engagement and partnerships: a government
grant from the former Australian Agency for
International Development (AusAID) enabled
delegates from FUNAI, the National Indian
Foundation (Brazil), to undertake a study tour of
language maintenance and revitalisation projects
in Australia in early 2014, In May a reciprocal
visit to Brazil was made by ATATSIS Centre for
Australian Languages researchers Dr Jakelin Troy
and Dr Doug Marmion. They joined senior linguist
Dr Bruna Franchetto of the National Federal
University of Rio de Janeiro and her colleagues
Livia Carmargo and Dr Rafael Nonato in Belem
for the international conference Amazonica §,
and met with Research Directors at the Museu
Emilio Goeldi (Belem), officials of the National
Institute of Historic and Artistic Heritage and
the Department for Intangible Cultural Assets in
Brasilia, and the FUNAI Directors at the Museu
do Indio in Rio de Janeiro. To sartisfy the final
requirement of the AusAID grant, the Brazilian
and Australian delegations presented papers at
the Foundation for Endangered Languages annual
international conference, ‘Indigenous languages:
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