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ALSTEALIAN COASTAL AMD MARINE LAW

and harbours are redeveloped, expanded or created, there W{Uf}je ':l'igf‘rmg

tensions between the ceonamic need for development z; lce.g.' f :s r:._?m . Chapter ;
. o 5 t. Thetelore, like much of the Australiay

d environmental mManagemen g 1 :

::-:as.tal and Tnarine environment, ports and harbours will remain ﬂ:b]t:c‘t ko Shlppln

the interweaving operation of Commonwealth and State laws and Tegals. g
1 . = - v - EI‘It.'

Hons, resulting in complexity in their regulation and mManagem |

| Craig Forrest

9.1 Introduction

~ Shipping is vital to the Australian economy.! Wilh ils wealth in natural
- resources, the Australian economy is fuelled by the export of vast quantitics
Iﬁ{_hard and soft commodities parlicularly iron ore, coal, aluminium, timber
Cand grain.® Whilst certain bulk commodities, such as oil and petroleum
products, are imported, most Australian imports are manufactured goods.
- Almost all this export and import trade is carried in ships,

~ The type of ship needed to carry heavy, diety cargo such as iron ore, coal
“and petrolcum, pose significant environmental hazards to the ports in which
they load® and the seas throwgh which they sail, particularly since most of the
sailing routes require these ships to travel through environmentally unique
nd sensitive waters such as the Great Barrier Reef and the Torres Strait.
he type of ship needed to carry large bulk cargo is Lypically about 150
200 metres in length and around 58,000 deadwe:i ght tonnes, but can be
8l 000 deadweight tonnes and 343 metres in length. Whilst adhering to
national standards of safety and navigation, grounding and sinking of
e large ships continue to occur; most recenlly the groundings of the bulk
ters Pasha Hulker ofl Newrcastle in 2007 and Shen Newig T on the southern
the Great Barrier Reef in 2000, These ships not only pose environmental
ds when things o wrong, they can pose a number of hazards merely
ro gh unregulated operations that allow sewage, [uel, lubricating vils,

A 2006-2007, 850 million tonnes of goods crossed Australian wharves, exceeding
5275 billion in value: Departinent of Infrastracture, Tranzport, Regional Services
ard Local Government, Australian Govermoment, “Austealian Sea Freiyrht 2006-
27" {Information Faper Mo &1, Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Rejriomal
_ ?;Emmmi::s, 2008 xdii.

An 2008-2009, exports included 283 million lonnes of iron vre, 264 million lennes
- 9fcual, 19 million tonnes of grain, 18 million tonnes of aluminium, and 11 mellion
- tontws of timber, See <wwew porbsaustralia.com.aus.

Large quantilics of iron ore and coal are exported through specialised ports, such
A% :Dﬂbmpier, Fart Hedland, Port Walcott, Hay Point, Cladstone, Nevwcastle and Port
Aembla,




