
 

Preface 
 
 

IIiX 2008 is the second international symposium on Information Interaction in Context succeeding the 
symposium held in Copenhagen in 2006. The primary objective of IIiX is to investigate how the concept 
of context can be understood and exploited to make information systems truly interactive. Knowledge 
about context can be used effectively to constrain retrieval and seeking of information and to understand 
ensuing information behaviours including relevance and use, thereby reducing the complexity of the 
interaction processes. As in the case of the first IIiX symposium, the aim of IIiX 2008 is to bring 
together researchers from the related areas of information seeking behaviour, laboratory IR, and 
interactive IR to provide a forum for discussion and collaboration on context issues with respect to 
information seeking and retrieval. This is successfully achieved in IIiX 2008, as a variety of angles to 
the concept of context, as well as suggestions as to how to consider and treat context in information 
seeking and retrieval, is presented. 

 
IIiX 2008 received paper submissions from 19 countries (four continents) and accepted 23 full and 
research in progress papers. 

 
The organising committee would like to thank all the authors who submitted their work for 
consideration and the participants of IIiX for making the event a great success. Special thanks are due to 
the members of the Program Committee who worked very hard to ensure the timely review of all the 
submitted manuscripts, and to the invited speakers: Professor Stephen Robertson, Microsoft Research 
Cambridge, and Dr. Ian Ruthven, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. 

 
We also thank the sponsoring institutions for their generous contribution: British Computer Society 
Information Retrieval Specialist Group (BCS IRSG); Information Retrieval Facility (IRF); and Yahoo! 
Research. 

 
Thanks are also due to the editorial staff at ACM for agreeing to publish the conference proceedings as 
part of their International Conference Proceedings Series and to enter the proceedings in the ACM 
Digital Library. 

 
Finally, we would like to thank Peter Ingwersen for organising the panel session on “Information 
Interaction: Problems & Challenges”, the co-chairs of the Doctoral Forum Ross Wilkinson and Erica 
Cosijn, the tutorial co-chairs Eero Sormunen and Peter Ingwersen, the publicity chair Birger Larsen, and 
Murat Yakici for acting as webmaster. 
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