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Abstract

In the era of globalisation, studies of migratiascds on mobility,
deterritorialised identities and diasporic forms helonging across nation
state boundaries. Indeed, uprootedness from thefdsome and place has
resulted in a general condition of ‘homelessnasdaie modernity, referred
to as the diasporic condition. The search forados6lute home’ has become
the Holy Grail for pilgrims in late modernity andrins the basis for this
study, which explores the ‘migrant’'s conundrum’:edchome move where
the migrant moves, or is it forever tied to thevwidialism of place, soil and
kinship? Through an examination of the constructbhomeliness amongst
an immigrant community of 500 households from tlikage of Hadchit,
North Lebanon, who reside in Western Sydney, Alatiawill be shown
how their strategies of home-building depend ugun dapacity to imagine
themselves as being united by kinship, a sharéabeloforigins and as part
of the broader communal Maronite identitywarne) which now transcends
nation state boundaries. Patrilineadmyt) village (@day'aa and sect
(ta’eefg have historically defined Lebanese sectariantities and now, as
this study shows, are deployed as a strategy of eHaumiding and
community construction in diaspora. However, st social relations of
production in Sydney have transformealyt, day’aaandta’eefaamongst the
second generation through the gendered renegotiaifothe marriage
contract from relations of descent to relations coinsent. Thus, the
Hadchitis now face a crisis of (re)production artrilzute this to the
Australian state beingukum niswentuled by women, an inversion of the
gendered order of power in Lebanon. Through piigges to the ancestral
village émigrés seek a spiritual resolution to ¢batradictions of migration
through the restoration of their connection to plabut find they cannot
seamlessly belong in Hadchit. Meanwhile, multigdt crisis and a milieu
of anti-Lebanese racism limit their claims to natibbelonging in Australia.
This study finds that the contradictions of the maigpn process are
unresolvable through physical mobility, because fieeding of ‘home’ is
ultimately an affective and social constructiontttranscends place. The

elusive quality that defines home and provides @seseof unconditional

vi



belonging is, in fact, socially constructed by waméhrough their daily
practices of care within the home and the most mamd woman for the
construction of homeliness is the matriarsh,el bayt— the power of the
house. Thus, the place where the immigrant canabehome is
metaphorically at their ‘mother's table’. The gim§ and gendered
construction of home amongst the Hadchitis in Sydhas also led to a
transformation of cultural identity amongst thenrihrough the process of
migration, (re)production and return the Hadchiitssse become Lebanese-

Australians.

Vii



Table of Contents

ACTKNOWLEDGMENTDS oo s e e et s i ettt isesssseeebsisesseeseseaaaaaas AV
. 7084 1 NN VI

[T e o Y Y= X

IR E e = =T I =R X
LIST OF FIGURES .....veiittieetee et e et e ette et e e e te e eteeae e e e ereesnteetessteeeteeeaeesreeeneeenneenes X
LIST OF APPENDICES. ....uvteveeiueeeeteeesteseeeeseeesesessesssesssssssssantesstesssssansesssessseasseeanes XI
THEN A PLOUGHMAN SAID “SPEAT 70 45 OF WORK "wev v XM

VAR 4.'00.4.) 2 /1458 (.7, 1
FROM PEASANT TO WAGE ~LABOURER ......veeivieiuieeteeiteeeeeeeseesseesesesssesssesssesssessnsesssenas 1
MIGRATION AND THE SEARCH FOR HOME  ....vecivviiieeiteeieeeeteseteeaeeeeseesessneseneesseeanees 6
THE RESEARCH PROBLEM ....cuviiiiii it ieee et steeeeteesaessessasstseeteeeneesseeesnassaesseneesseeaans 10
THE FIELDWORK  ....uveiieteeteeeteeeeteeeteeeeeeseteeeseeseaseasssesesbessaesstesasesaneeessesssesaeeesseeans 11
AN AUTO-ETHNOGRAPHIC ACCOUNT......0eeiueritreireeiteeeitesiseeaeteeeseseseesessessssesssesaneeesns 13
THE INSIDER'OUTSIDERANTHROPOLOGIST . .....vviivveeeveeiueeeeeeeseeeseeseseeeseesessssesnseesreeas 25
THESIS OUTLINE ..ovveiiievieeiteeeeeteeeseteeeseteessetsssesessestsssssesssssesssesessreessseeessnesessessnsnes 28

THE FORMATION OF LEBANON ....uuiiiiiiiiittii e e eeeteeeiis e e e eeeeessemmaaaseeeeeeestnanaaaeaeeennns 31
THE RISE AND FALL OF THE MARONITES ...ciittuiiiiiiieeieii e e eeie e eeei e e eesnesseeeeaneeeeenns 33
FOUR WAVES OF LEBANESE EMIGRATION ....uiiiiiiiiiitiiaaeeeeeeeetiiiaeeeeeeeeesnnnaaaseeeeeeenes 39
LEBANESE SETTLEMENT IN AUSTRALIA .iiiitiiiiieieeeieiiiianeeeeeeeeeinianeeeesesnneessennneeees 44
THE VILLAGE OF HADCHIT ...ttt e e et e e e e e et 49
MIGRATION FROMHADCHIT .t ittt ettt sttt e e e e e e e et s e e e et e e e eeaa e e e eaaaeaes 53
UPROOTING THE EXPERIENCE OF MIGRATING FRONHADCHIT TO SYDNEY ........cccuvuen.. 57
1070 N [of KU L] [0 ] PSPPI 67

A SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE ...iiiiiitiiieee e eeetii e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e eetbi e e e e e e eeennanaeeas 69
CASE STUDY: BUILDING BUSINESS NETWORKS THROUGHVASTA ......cvvvviiiiiieeiiiiriiiiinnns 76
ESTABLISHING A SOCIAL VILLAGE  ..iiittiieiieiii e eeii e e et e et e e eeie s s ee et e e e eea e e e eba s 83
CASE STUDY. DISPLAYING MARKAZ AND NAJEH ....ccoviiiiiiiiaeaeeieiiii e e e e e 89
THE MARONITES IN SYDNEY ...tttttuttuuutuutttunsnunnsnnnnennsnnnsnnssnssnsssssssssssssssssssmmmmmmmmmmmmm 97
CASE STUDY: LENT AND SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION ....ttuunieeeiieeittiie e e e eeeeeeniieeeeeeeees 106
CONCLUSION: THE RECONSTRUCTION OF BAYT, DAY AA AND TA EEFA ......ccvvveeen. 111

viii



THE GENDERED CONSTRUCTION OF HOMELINESS IN DOMESTIC SPACE..........ccceeeu.. 116

LIFE CYCLE RITUALS AND THE DESTABILISATION OF GENDER -ROLES.........cccevvueen.e. 133
] N 137
LATE CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE ......ciituiiitiiietieieteeeteestaeesteestesenneesneeesneesnns 139
EARLY ADULTHOOD ...ctiiiiiieii et ee e et e et e et e e e e e eee e e st e e st e et e ean e eaneeanaeerneaennnns 140
AGENCY AND CONTESTED MARRIAGE PRACTICES......iitiiiiiiiei et eenens 142
COUSIN MARRIAGE AND CONSENT . .ctutiittitteittaeeetaeeeteestaeesneesnaeeennersniesteersnressnnens 147
CASE STUDY. ORS-A LEBANESEMARONITE WEDDING IN SYDNEY ....cueeviviiieeeeiiieeeennn, 149
CONCLUSION: THE TRANSFORMATION OF BAYT , DAY 'AA AND TA'EEFA .....ccvvveeenee. 155
INVERSIONS BETW, » STRALIA........ 158
MATRIARCHY VERSUS PATRIARCHY ..ciitiiiiiieiiiiee et e e ee e e e e e sneesna e sanneeanaeesnnees 158
AUSTRALIA . THE UPSIDE DOWN LAND ...cvuiitniiieiteiteeiieeteeeieeteeeteesneetaeesnsesnesneesneennnes 162
CHANGING GENDER RELATIONS BETWEEN SYDNEY AND HADCHIT ...c.ccvvvvvvveiineenn. 174
070 \[o1 WU LS] (] N PSPPSR 179
W 30000 002 22 180
THE CONSTRUCTION OF PILGRIMAGES TO THE HOMELAND  ...cvvviiiiieiiieeieeeieeeneeeenn 181
LEBANON: THE LOSTHOLY LAND ...ttt et e e e e e e ean e 185
HADCHIT AS A SHRINE AND THE VIRTUAL RETURN TO IT  tiiviiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeri e e e ennaas 189
TRANSNATIONAL FLOWS BETWEEN SYDNEY AND HADCHIT ...ccocviiiiiiiieeeceiieeeeeiis 195
THE SECOND GENERATION. ... tttuittteitteitteeetieestieesteestnesssnaeestaeestsestaeestaeesnaeesnaessnaeees 199
LIMINALITY AND AMBIVALENCE  .ouiiitiiiiiieiit e eii e e e e et e e et e e e e e sneeean e ssnesaneeanneeannaes 209
(070] (01 LU 1] [ ]\ I N 212

MIGRATION AND WHITENESS ... .cctteetttniiieeeeieettiia e e e e eeeestieee e e e e e e eennnn e e e e e eennnnan s 213
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ARAB OTHER ...ccvvtiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiii e e e eeeeeiin e e e aeeeneecennns 216
CHRISTIAN VERSUS MUSLIM .ciiiitiiiieeeieieiitiie e ettt e e e e eeeeeeesb e e e e e eeennn e e e e 218
LIVING WITH RACISM .ttt ettt ettt e e e e e e e et et e e e e e eeee e e e e e eeennnnas 221
L OST IN TRANSLATION .tttuuieeitteettnunaeeeeeeesstinaeaeeeeeeeeannsas e eeeeeeenban s aaeeaeeensnnnnaeaeens 225
CONCLUSION: THE HYPHENATED IDENTITY  tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieee et eee e eeeeeee e 231
£ CONCLUSTON: AT MY MOTHER S TABLE ..., 236
GLO S SARY, ettt 245
ARABIC TERMS. ..o ettt 246
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...t 269
IMLOVIES ...ttt ettt e ettt e e e et e e e e ta e e e eea e e e eba e aaaes 283



List of Maps

Map 1: Modern map of Lebanon. Source: www.unimaps.am, 2005. ........cccccovveeeinieeeennnnn. Xiii

Map 2: Map of the villages of the Qadisha Valley, Nott Lebanon. Source: Kepler-Lewis
LS LCTS 320 ) PR PRTUPRROTSP Xiv

Map 3: Suburbs in Western Sydney where immigrants from Hadchit have settled. ............ XV

List of Tables :

Table 1: Selected Labour Force indicators of peoplaged 15 years and over November 2004

...................................................................................................................................... 72
Table 2: Labour Force Status, Selected countries offth. ..............cocoiiiiiiiiiineee 74
Table 3: Binary opposition and inversion between Leb@on and Australia. ............cc..c.c.... 163
List of Figures
Figure 1: My great grandparents, Sharifee Karem Kairaiz born in Bcharre and her

husband Salah Rizk born in Hadchit, taken in ButteMontana with their children who

were born in America. 13
Figure 2: The first view of Hadchit as | approached fom Bcharre. Source Nelia Hyndman-

Rizik, 2007. 15
Figure 3: Photos from top left in clockwise direction St. Raymond, inside the St.

Raymond's Church, the Rizk family reunion, author atcentre, My Great-

grandfather’s house, a view of Hadchit across the vigly. Source: Nelia Hyndman-

Rizik, 2007. 17
Figure 4: Religious sites around Hadchit. Source: N&l Hyndman-Rizik, 2007 18
Figure 5: Women's rituals as part of the funeral for an emigre' from Sydney. Source: Nelia

Hyndman-Rizik, 2007. 20

Figure 6: Around Hadchit: St. Raymond's Square, Iconst Deir el Salib, Picture of St.
Shamouni and the decapitated Goddess in front of SRaymond’s. Saydet Eschiffe.
Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2007. 23

Figure 7: Sacred topography, the view from the Shrie of Adissi Shamouni out into the
Wadi Qadisha, below Hadchit. Pictures also of the terior of the Shrine to St.

(Adissi) Shamouni, a pilgrims collection. Source: N& Hyndman-Rizik 2007. 24
Figure 8: Schisms in the Christian Church. Source: Ber (1964:85). 34
Figure 9: The Lebanese Diaspora: Source: http://wwiiloubnan.info/ 44
Figure 10: Wehby's Drapery in Braidwood operated for90 years from the turn of the 28

Century. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 45

Figure 11: A farmer and his wife from the Rizk clanusing the Hadchit plough and oxen,
taken in Hadchit after WWII and sent to the Hadchiti immigrant community in Butte,

Montana. Source: Matt O'Dell, 2000. 49
Figure 12: Year of arrival in Australia. Source: Hadchit Household Survey, 2006. 57
Figure 13: Picture of Hadchit, North Lebanon taken n the 1970’s. Source: Antoine

Chidiac. Hadchit on High. 61
Figure 14: The dominance of construction for male ccupations in the Hadchit community.

Source: Hadchit Household Survey, 2006. 70
Figure 15: Post-secondary qualifications for the Haddh community. Source: Hadchit

Household Survey, 2006 71
Figure 16: Labour force participation. Source: Hacthit Household Survey, 2006. 71
Figure 17: Language spoken at home. Source: HadcHitousehold Survey, 2006. 75
Figure 18: The Hadchit telephone directory. SourceSt. Raymond's Charities of Hadchit

Committee, 2006. 85
Figure 19: The St. Raymond of Hadchit Community Hallin Granville. Source: Nelia

Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 87
Figure 20: The Dedication Plaque as you enter the.Raymond's Hall. Source: Nelia

Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 88
Figure 21: Sacred sites in Hadchit, as depicted on theall at the Saint Raymond of Hadchit

Hall in Granville. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2007 88
Figure 22: The famous Grand Westella, a Lebanese ingttion in Western Sydney. Source:

Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2007. 91
Figure 23: St. Raymond's Day. Source: Nelia Hyndan-Rizik, 2005. 94



Figure 24: Dabki dancing accompanied by a Tabel dim at the Grand Westella. Source:
Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 96
Figure 25 : The assemby of Bishops under the Patriarcior the Pontifical mass at
Parramatta Satudium during “Maronites 08", July 2008. Source: Nelia Hyndman-
Rizik, 2008. 98
Figure 26: Our Lady of Lebanon (Saydet Lubnan)t Harris Park. Source: Nelia Hyndman-
Rizik, 2008. 100
Figure 27: A stained glass window in honour of St. Ranond at Our Lady of Lebanon,
Harris Park. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2008. 101
Figure 28: The representation of the Maronite saints.From left to right St. Charbel, St.
Nematallah and the boat that brought their relics toAustralia and St. Rafga and a

biography of St. Charbel below. Source: www.marore.org.au 104
Figure 29: Bishop Ad Abikaram leads the Palm Sundayprocession at Our Lady of Lebanon
Harris Park, Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2008. 110

Figure 30: Good Friday lunch in the home of Hadchitimmigrants in Merrylands, served
before attending mass at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris P&k. Source: Nelia

Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 110
Figure 31: The intersection between Bayt, Day'aa,deefa in national and transnational
borders. 112
Figure 32: A Jrn, traditionally used for pounding Kibbi, brought from Hadchit by a
Hadchiti family in Merrylands. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 119
Figure 34: A selection of Lebanese dishes: Tabouleh,8ausik and Kibbi. Source: Nelia
Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 126
Figure 35: The art of baking Sojin a back yard in Granville. First the dough is throwvn in
the air. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 128
Figure 36: The dough is then placed on the h@&oj dome oven. Source: Nelia Hyndman-
Rizik, 2006. 128
Figure 37: Shrine to Mary and the Maronite saints ina Hadchit immigrant household in
Merrylands. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 130
Figure 38: Common symbols worn along with saint’s naals: The Maronite Cross and the
Cedar of Lebanon. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 200 130
Figure 39: Cousin Marriage. Source: Hadchit Househol@&urvey, 2006. 148
Figure 40: Lebanese Buffet served for the guests atighkitchen tea, held at the St.
Raymond's Hall. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2007. 152
Figure 41: The Wedding reception at the Grand Westé. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik,
2007. 153
Figure 42: The presentation oMezzaat the Grand Westella. Source: Nelia Hyndman-
Rizik, 2007. 153
Figure 43: Map of the Holy sights in the Qadisha ValleySource: Ministry of Tourism
(Brochure 2002). 187
Figure 44: Internet traffic in 2005 to the Hadchit village website: Source:
http://hadchit.8m.com/ 190
Figure 45: The Movie “Hadchit: The Journey Home”. Surce: The Eparchy of Our Lady
of Lebanon, St. Louis, 2004. 192
Figure 46: St. Raymond as he is depicted in St. Raymd's Maronite Church in St. Louis,
Missouri. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. 194
Figure 47: Contact with Hadchit. Source: Hadchit Howsehold Survey, 2006. 198

Figure 48: Financial support to Hadchit. Source: Hachit Household Survey, 2006. 199
Figure 49: Return visits in the last five years. Sowe: Hadchit Household Survey, 2006. 200
Figure 50: Purpose for Visiting Hadchit. Source: Hadbit Household Survey, 2006. 203
Figure 52: Argile smoking at the St. Raymond's Hall. Source: Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006.

227
Figure 53: Cultural Identification. Source: Hadchit Household Survey, 2006. 232
Figure 54: Australian citizenship. Source: HadchitHousehold Survey, 2006. 234
List of Appendices
Appendix 1: The ReSEaArch DESIQN .......cuiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeiiiieesitiie e ssitee e sitae et smeeessaee s snraeee s 248
Appendix 2: The 12 PatrilineagesBaytg and 82 sub-branches of Hadchit. Source: The St.
Raymond's Charities of Hadchit, Sydney.........ccccccecviiiiiiiiiiiiiiccee e 253

Xi



Appendix 3:The Rizk Transnational Family Tree. Source: Matt ODell and Jeanine Rask-
ASOIOId, 2008........ee ettt eeee ettt ettt et e et e bt te e et eeennneesaeeereeneeeeeeneas 254

Appendix 4: The Hadchit Household Survey. Source: Hyndman-Riki 2006 (6 pages)... 255

Appendix 5: Migration chain map for Rizk/Saba family from Hadchit to Sydney. Source:

Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 2006. ............cccuvieeimmmmeeeesrieeesiieeessieeeessieeessiieeessinnnsssessasaeens 261
Appendix 6: Migration Chain map for the Zahouk/Khattar family from Hadchit. Source:

Nelia Hyndman-Rizik, 20086. ...........c.uuuiieeimmmmeeeneeeeeeeeesesssneeeeeeeessssneeeeeessmmeessessnseeees 262
Appendix 7: Report on unemployment and out-marriagerates in the Hadchit Community.

Source: ANU Statistical Consulting Unit, 2008. ....e..cvveeeiiiieeiiiiee e sieeeeas 263
Appendix 8: List of publications from the thesis ..........cccccviii i e, 268

Xii



| LEBANON ' \

© 2005 www.unimaps.com

oy g [ —f
Srims

District (Kada’) of
Bcharre where
Hadchit is locates

l

o _"l_i;\/u Fa
Shmistar ¢
BEIRUT : O
AS \‘\ Zals I (o)
Ay F %,
+Umay]rad
Ad Damour .Aaramnun .Aar}!af
T » Masnaa
Crusadar /
Caslle pwall — Lake
Salda QB{&OHH

(Sidon)

Sarafand 4
Hermon

A 5140

Arida s
' 7 A
\ 2/ “Bird
Ouubaya
1 o
Mediterranean EiMne gl
& Mech h
Sea Tripoli Abu Moyssa oo
i

Lake Homs

‘ | Qusayr

> Principle Roads

o7 Wl T TETET] 7 Wadi
/ Al-Mina ! Khjam ~ Perennial river
Sour ¢
(Tyre) “‘*x_ Jousha "s SYRIA ) :ha {fresh)
El-Khalsa ] esene
Manso § Tebnine-\ ’{2 8 Built-up Area
Golan Desert/Sand sea
Pkl 3 ’ : Quneitra ) UN Buffer Zone
( . s Haghts lsraeli Qocupied
IlJ i I—~S‘Bf‘EL g :0 Kilometres qu +  Historic Site
% PALESTINE | g 0 Miles 40

Map 1: Modern map of Lebanon. Source: www.unimaps@m, 2005.

Xiii



SNAUTS
SHILAW NI SLHDIZH = 4HOz
— e e il v
oy z o
) 000'0§'T 31VYOS
EN6T
gLl .
o By wyyg m o URONTER
Foe- [, u= Lem

Y unoisey

L'y

+qqup Y1apey

ataeyog 18E1
Qi ©
4651, wznojg
691 - dVYw :
VYR w b
o 4891

=
8992 2 qeylg 125y e

ESEI

-m
{ uepud

VHSIAVO IAVA 40 dVIN

Xiv

Map 2: Map of the villages of the Qadisha Valley, Nrth Lebanon. Source:

Kepler-Lewis (1968:20)



AL - e

PENDLE HI
OUTH

MERRYLAN
2160

-
! -1

]
VILDFORD)
g

anamar oz NS i
Lob g = ! i+ L UL LR L)
TlrﬂF?T 13 0| i - . \FEIEEIENEEE]
BT AR TR T AREIMRI R
Map 3: Suburbs in Western Sydney where immigrantsrbm Hadchit have
settled.

XV



b4

Then A plonghman sas “Speak to us of work”..

Often have I heard you say,
as if speaking in sleep,

“He who works in marble, and finds the
shape of his own soul in the stone, is nobler
than he who ploughs the soil”.

“And he who seizes the rainbow to lay it on a
cloth in the likeness of man, is more than he
who makes the sandals for our feet”.
But I say, not in sleep, but in the
overwakefulness of the noontide, that the
wind speaks not more sweetly to the giant
oaks than to the least of all the blades of

grass;
And he alone is great who turns the voice of
the wind into a song made sweeter by his own

loving.
Work is love made visible.

And if you cannot work with love but only
with distaste, it is better that you should
leave your work and sit at the gate of the

temple and take alms of those who work with
joy.

For if you bake bread with indifference, you
bake a bitter bread that feeds but half man’s
hunger
And if you grudge the crushing of the grapes,
your grudge distils a poison in the wine
Excerpt from “7he Prophet”
(Gibran, 2005 (1923): 33-34)
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