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In the eyes of regional and international 
authorities, the situation in New Caledonia 
today has changed markedly since the United 
Nations Committee on Decolonisation re-
registered New Caledonia on its list of "non 
autonomous territories" in 1986. In the 1980s, 
the negative image that France acquired as a 
result of nuclear testing and the Greenpeace 
affair meant that calls for independence 
by New Caledonian freedom fighters were 
received sympathetically by neighbouring states. 
Although New Caledonia has been a French 
possession since 1853, it is situated in an English-
speaking zone where many neighbouring states 
have attained independence (Fiji in 1970, Papua 
New Guinea in 1975, the Solomon Islands in 
1978, Vanuatu in 1980). New Caledonia thus 
appeared to be in an anomalous situation despite 
the number of associated states or territories 
elsewhere in the Pacific (American Micronesia, 
American Samoa, Easter Island, Niue and  
Tokelau, and the other French Overseas 
Territories). 

Since 1986 there have been a number of 
changes: nuclear testing in French Polynesia has 
ceased; Australian foreign policy has changed; 
French diplomacy in Fiji and Vanuatu has 
become more dynamic; internal crises have arisen 
in Papua New Guinea, the Solomon 

Islands, and Fiji; in contrast, the political 
situation in New Caledonia has been generally 
positive. On 13 July 1995, the Committee on 
Decolonisation announced that it was pleased 
"with the extent of the constructive measures 
that the French authorities are taking in New 
Caledonia ... in order to create a favourable 
environment for a peaceful progression towards 
self-determination". Yet, while diplomatic 
pressure undoubtedly partly explains France's 
policy, New Caledonia's insularity limits its 
influence and the regional stakes are not such 
that regional players can impose paradoxical 
behaviour on the French state.  

The purpose of this paper is not to examine 
New Caledonian society or identity or the 
history of the (political) "events" of 1984-1989 
but to contribute to an understanding of the 
current political situation in an archipelago 
which is no longer an Overseas Territory 
and yet not an independent state either. I 
question whether the three partners to the 
Matignon and Noumea Accords have been able 
to capitalise on the "bet on intelligence" - 
the reasoned cohabitation which they imposed 
upon themselves in 1988. After examining the 
implementation of the Matignon and Noumea 
Accords, I broach the subject of recent political 
developments in New Caledonia. 
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