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Foreword

Davip M. MALONE,
PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL PEACE ACADEMY

THE QUESTION OF HOW BEST TO EFFECTIVELY ASSIST TRANSITIONS FROM PRO-
tracted war to lasting peace is of tantamount importance to the inter-
pational community. Throughout the 1990s, it became increasingly clear
from the United Nations® experiences in Angola, Cambodia, and Sierra
Leone that the economic dimensions of contemporary internal conflicts,
highlighted by—but scarcely limited to—the role of so-called conflict
diamonds and other easily exploitable natural resources, have acquired
new relevance to peacemaking and peacebuilding. We know thal glob-
alization has enabled rival factions, through licit and illicit commercial
networks, to better access international markets, and thus to finance
civil wars. But until recently, there were few answers for policymakers
as to what kinds of tools and strategies could be deployed by the inter-
national community to address the flow of economic resources that feed
conflict or to engage the econtomic interests of elites, their internal sup-
porters, and their external economic clients to support the conditions in
which peace could be achieved.

Recognizing that a greater understanding of the role of economi-
cally driven behavior in generating and sustaining internal armed con-
flicts was critical, the International Peace Academy (IPA) cosponsored
a conference in London in 1999, out of which flowed the now widely
cited volume Greed and Grievance: Economic Agendas in Civil Wars.
The conference and volume proved instrumental in highlighting the
importance to conflict resolution of this vector of policy research, as
well as the need for further empirical study and policy development. In
response, the IPA initiated the three-year Economic Agendas in Civil
Wars (EACW) project in September 2000.

The first phase of the project, of which this volume is the culmina-
tion, focused on empirical and conceptual research into the economic
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