


























































































It should be noted however that the inhabitants of French Polynesia have mixed 

feelings about the prospect of an end to French testing. As one observer has put 

it, '20% of the population is worried about nuclear testing's effect on health and 

the environment, and 80% is worried about the social and economic effects of its 

departure' .80 

An end to Chinese nuclear t~sting would have similar benefits for Asia/Pacific. It 

would reassure Japan and South Korea of China's desire to participate fully in 

global arms control arrangements. It would also relieve pressure on Kazakhstan 

not to renege on its undertaking not to become a nuclear weapon state. 

A CTB would put pressure on India and Pakistan - the former to forswear 

additional tests, the latter not to test at all. By fulfilling a major demand of the 

non-nuclear weapon states party to the NPT, a CTB would at least partly meet 

Indian and Pakistani allegations that the treaty was discriminatory and unfulfilled 

by the nuclear weapon states. For India not to do so would be the ultimate in 

hypocrisy. While Indian and Pakistani adherance to a CTB would not roll back or 

prevent further nuclear proliferation on the subcontinent, it would constrain them 

from developing the full range of nuclear capabilities, especially the H-bomb. 

80 Sarah Walls, 1slanders Force French to Face Up to Risks in the Business of the Nuclear 
Bomb', Sydney Morning Herald, 28 October 1989, p.19. 
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Conclusion 

The time would appear ripe for the conclusion of a comprehensive nuclear test 

ban treaty. The nuclear arms race has ended, the number of would-be nuclear 

states has dropped dramatically, the verification problem has been adequately 

addressed, and there are environmental gains to be had. This long sought-after 

arms control measure would ensure a continuation of the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty and be a fitting complement to the massive cuts in nuclear 

forces envisaged for the beginning of a new century. 
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