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1. Introduction

1.1. The Brief

In December 2015 Extent Heritage Pty Ltd was commissioned by the Australian
National University (ANU) to prepare a Photographic Archival Recording for the
Pauline Griffin Building (Building #1011) at the Australian National University. The
purpose of the report is to record the current state of the site prior to the demolition
of the building. This report serves as a permanent record of the place prior to that
work being undertaken.

1.2. Approach and Methodology

The methodology used in the preparation of this Photographic Archival Recording is
in accordance with the principles and definitions as set out in the guidelines to the
Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance- The
Burra Charter and the latest version of the NSW Heritage Branch’s Photographic
Archival Recording guidelines, accessed January 2016.

1.3. Limitations

The surrounding site, the building and the interior of the subject property were
inspected and photographed by Kylie Christian on the 18" December 2015. The
inspection was undertaken as a visual study only.

The historical overview provides sufficient historical background to provide an
understanding of the place in order to assess the significance and provide relevant
recommendations, however, it is not intended as an exhaustive history of the site.

1.4. Author Identification and Acknowledgements
This Photographic Archival Recording has been prepared by Extent Heritage Pty Ltd:

Kylie Christian Senior Associate
Corinne Softley Research Assistant

Information was sourced for this report from:

e Listing Sheet for the property from www.heritage.nsw.gov.au

e Godden Mackay Logan, ANU Heritage Study Acton Campus Volume 2:
Heritage Inventory, prepared for the Australian National University, August
2012.
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1.5. Ownership

The site is owned by the Australian National University.
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2. Site

2.1. Location

The subject site is located within the Australian National University (ANU).
Specifically, the building is located in the Kingsley precinct. The building fronts Ellery
Crescent and has a large park area to the rear (west) of the site.

The Street Theatre
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Fellows Oval &
D
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=
ANU Centre for
Continuing Education

lege of Law @ > East Rd Llewellyn Hall &

JU Law Library Il

Figure 1. Location of subject building, outlined in red. (Source: Google Maps, accessed 18.01.16)
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Figure 2. Aerial view with the subject building outlined in red. (Source: LPI SIX Maps Viewer, accessed
18.01.16)
2.2. Statement of Significance

The following statement of significance has been derived from the 2012 Australian
National University Heritage Study prepared by Godden Mackay Logan:

The Pauline Griffin Building was the first Student Union building constructed on the
ANU campus. The building was central to student life on the ANU Campus in the
1960s until the current Union Court was constructed. The building was converted into
office accommodation, a purpose which it served for many years.

The Pauline Griffin Building was designed by notable modern architect Sydney
Ancher, a prominent Australian modern architect from the 1950s-1970s, and is an
outstanding example of the post-war international style of architecture, of which
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Ancher was a pioneer. The building demonstrates the principal characteristics of this
style and also has elements of the inter-war functionalist style.

The Pauline Griffin Building is strongly associated with Sydney Ancher, and since
2001, has also been strongly associated with Pauline Griffin, AM, who was University
Pro Chancellor from 1991-1998. Pauline Griffin also stood as a member of the
University Council from 1978-1998."

! Godden Mackay Logan, ANU Heritage Study Acton Campus Volume 2: Heritage Inventory, prepared for the Australian National
University, August 2012, p. 92.
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3. Historical Information

The following brief historical overview of the chemistry building located in the
Australian National University has been quoted from the 2012 Australian National
University Heritage Study prepared by Godden Mackay Loganz.

In April 1960 it was decided that a Union Building was essential for students of
Canberra University College. At this time, student committees and associations on
the campus were slowly gaining ground, nurtured by the Vice-Chancellor and Central
Administration. The Union Building was the first permanent headquarters of these
groups.

The building was designed by Sydney Ancher (1904-1979), of the firm Ancher
Mortlock and Murray (later Ancher Mortlok, Murray and Woolley) who was a pioneer
of the post war international style in Australia, with strong influences from European
architects including Mies Van Der Rohe and Le Corbusier . His work was modern and
bold yet low in mass, and blended well into the Australian landscape; qualities
entirely suited to the relatively undeveloped ANU campus of the early 1960s .The
building was sited close to a major entrance of the University and adjacent to other
administration facilities, such as the Chancelry buildings.

To meet the growth of the student population, in 1969 the University site planner,
Roy Simpson, recommended that a new Union building be constructed on University
Avenue. Council accepted the proposal shortly after and the new building was
completed in 1972. A Universities Commission grant of 5200,000 went towards the
conversion of the old Union Building to additional offices for University
Administration. The building accommodated offices for Housing, Postgraduate
Administration, and OIC Student Services and meeting rooms on the lower ground
floor, with Student Administration, Admissions, Undergraduate Scholarships &
Student Welfare, Student Files and part of Property & Plans on the ground floor.

The remainder of the Property & Plans Division was located on the first floor, along
with the Development Plan Registry and Engineering Services. By the mid-1990s the
Chancelry Annex housed University Central Administration, which included the
Housing Office and the Property & Plans Division. Refurbishments were carried out in
the next few years to a University design. The building was renamed the Pauline
Griffin Building in 2001. The building now houses Student Administration,
International Education Office, Student Recruitment Office and the Academic Skills &
Learning Centre.

? Godden Mackay Logan, ANU Heritage Study Acton Campus Volume 2: Heritage Inventory, prepared for the Australian National
University, August 2012, p. 90.
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Apart from the Union Building, Ancher also designed the Northbourne Avenue
Housing Group with similar characteristics, which was completed in 1962. These are
the only examples of Ancher’s work in the ACT.

In 2001, the building was named after Pauline Griffin, AM who served on the
University Council from 1978-1998 and as Pro Chancellor of the University from 1991-
1998.

Figure 3. Newly completed union building, October 5™ 1965. (Source: Godden Mackay Logan, ANU
Heritage Study Acton Campus Volume 2: Heritage Inventory, prepared for the Australian
National University, August 2012, p.95 - ANU Archives)
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Figure 4.
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Memorable social gatherings on the lawns near the old Union Building including presentations
and student festivals. (Source: Godden Mackay Logan, ANU Heritage Study Acton Campus
Volume 2: Heritage Inventory, prepared for the Australian National University, August 2012,
p.95 - ANU Archives)
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5. Photographic Recording Sheets

Site Name: Pauline Griffin Building, Australian National University
Photographer: | Kylie Christian
Date: 17-18 December 2015
Camera: Canon EOS 5D and 7D
Lens: 10-20mm, 24-80mm
Comments: Archival recording of the subject site prior to demolition.
Image N Direction Details Thumbnail
001_ANU_Pauline | NW East elevation. \
Griffin_2015
002_ANU_Pauline | W View of east
Griffin_2015 elevation and
surrounding area,
facing west.
003_ANU_Pauline | SW North elevation.
Griffin_2015
004_ANU_Pauline | N East elevation and
Griffin_2015 surrounding area,
facing north.
005_ANU_Pauline | NE South elevation.
Griffin_2015
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006_ANU_Pauline | NE Detail of south
Griffin_2015 elevation.
007_ANU_Pauline | NE Looking along side of
Griffin_2015 west elevation,
facing north east.
008_ANU_Pauline | E Detail of west
Griffin_2015 elevation, facing
east.
009 _ANU_Pauline | E Overview of west
Griffin_2015 and south
elevations, facing
east.
010_ANU_Pauline | SE Landscaped area
Griffin_2015 north west of the
site, showing the
building in the
background.
011_ANU_Pauline | SE Landscaped area

Griffin_2015

north west of the
site, showing the
building in the
background.
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012_ANU_Pauline | SE Detail of west
Griffin_2015 elevation, showing
the stairwell to
levels 1 and 3.
013_ANU_Pauline | S Detail of west
Griffin_2015 elevation, showing
the stairwell to
levels 1 and 3.
014_ANU_Pauline | SW Looking along side of
Griffin_2015 west elevation,
facing south west.
015_ANU_Pauline | NE Looking along side of
Griffin_2015 west elevation,
facing north east.
016_ANU_Pauline | W Detail of stairs to

Griffin_2015

level 3.
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017_ANU_Pauline | SW Looking along side of
Griffin_2015 west elevation,
facing south west.
018 ANU_Pauline | SW Landscaped area
Griffin_2015 north of the site,
facing south west
towards the
building.
019_ANU_Pauline | SE Looking along north
Griffin_2015 elevation, facing
south east.
020_ANU_Pauline | SW Paved outdoor area,
Griffin_2015 level 2, facing south
west.
021_ANU_Pauline | SE Paved outdoor area,
Griffin_2015 level 2, facing south
east.
022_ANU_Pauline | SW Outdoor walkway,

Griffin_2015

level 2, facing south
west.
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023_ANU_Pauline | NE Outdoor walkway,
Griffin_2015 level 2, facing north
east.
024_ANU_Pauline | SE Outdoor walkway,
Griffin_2015 level 2, facing south
east.
025_ANU_Pauline | E Building detail, level
Griffin_2015 2, facing south west.
026_ANU_Pauline | N Building detail, level
Griffin_2015 2, facing south west.
027_ANU_Pauline | NW Outdoor walkway,
Griffin_2015 level 2, facing north
west.
028 ANU_Pauline | NE Stairs to level 2,

Griffin_2015

facing north east.
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029_ANU_Pauline | SE Detail of south
Griffin_2015 elevation, facing
south east.
030 _ANU_Pauline | N Overview of building
Griffin_2015 from the south,
facing north.
031_ANU_Pauline | NW Side entrance to
Griffin_2015 level 2.
032_ANU_Pauline | NE Detail of main
Griffin_2015 entrance, facing
north east.
033_ANU_Pauline | NW Detail of main

Griffin_2015

entrance, facing
north west.
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034_ANU_Pauline | SW Detail of main
Griffin_2015 entrance, facing
south west.
035_ANU_Pauline | NW Window detail, east
Griffin_2015 elevation.
036_ANU_Pauline | S Overview of
Griffin_2015 landscaped and car
park areas, facing
south.
037_ANU_Pauline | SE Overview of
Griffin_2015 adjacent building,
facing south east.
038 ANU_Pauline | E Overview of
Griffin_2015 landscaped area
north east of the
site.
039_ANU_Pauline | N

Griffin_2015
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040 _ANU_Pauline | N View of building
Griffin_2015 from Ellery Crescent,
facing north.
041_ANU_Pauline | NW View of building
Griffin_2015 (right) from Ellery
Crescent, facing
north west.
042_ANU_Pauline | W View of building
Griffin_2015 from Ellery Crescent,
facing west.
043_ANU_Pauline | NW View of building
Griffin_2015 (left) from Ellery
Crescent, facing
north west.
044_ANU_Pauline | SW Detail of entry to
Griffin_2015 level 1 from the
north elevation,
facing south west.
045 _ANU_Pauline | W Detail of entry to

Griffin_2015

level 1 from the
north elevation,
facing south west
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046_ANU_Pauline | S Overview of
Griffin_2015 landscaped area
north west of the
building, facing

south.
047_ANU_Pauline | SW Overview of
Griffin_2015 landscaped area

north west of the
building, facing

south west.
048 ANU_Pauline | S Overview of
Griffin_2015 landscaped area

north west of the
building, facing

south.
049_ANU_Pauline | E Overview of
Griffin_2015 landscaped area

south west of the
building, facing east.

050_ANU_Pauline | NE Looking along west

Griffin_2015 elevation, facing
north east.

051_ANU_Pauline | S Room 1, level 1.

Griffin_2015

052_ANU_Pauline | S Service area, level 1.

Griffin_2015
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053 ANU_Pauline | SW Room 2, level 1.
Griffin_2015
054_ANU_Pauline | N Room 3, level 1.
Griffin_2015
055_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 4, level 1.
Griffin_2015
056_ANU_Pauline | W Room 5, level 1.
Griffin_2015
057_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 6, level 1.
Griffin_2015
058 ANU_Pauline | NW Room 7, level 1.
Griffin_2015
059 _ANU_Pauline | NW Room 8, level 1.

Griffin_2015
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060_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 9, level 1.
Griffin_2015

061 _ANU_Pauline | NE Room 2, level 1.
Griffin_2015

062_ANU_Pauline | SE Room 10, level 1.
Griffin_2015

063_ANU_Pauline | SE Room 11, level 1.
Griffin_2015

064_ANU_Pauline | NE Room 12, level 1.
Griffin_2015

065_ANU_Pauline | W Room 12, level 1.
Griffin_2015

066_ANU_Pauline | S Room 13, level 1.

Griffin_2015
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067_ANU_Pauline | S Room 14, level 1.
Griffin_2015
068 _ANU_Pauline | SW Room 15, level 1.
Griffin_2015
069 _ANU_Pauline | NE Hallway 1, level 1.
Griffin_2015
070_ANU_Pauline | S Room 16, level 1.
Griffin_2015
071_ANU_Pauline | S Room 17, level 1.
Griffin_2015
072_ANU_Pauline | E Room 18, level 1.
Griffin_2015
073_ANU_Pauline | N Room 19, level 1.

Griffin_2015
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074_ANU_Pauline | SE Room 20, level 1.
Griffin_2015
075_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 22, level 1.
Griffin_2015
076_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 21, level 1.
Griffin_2015
077_ANU_Pauline | NW Hallway 1, level 1.
Griffin_2015
078_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 23, level 1.
Griffin_2015
079_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 24, level 1.
Griffin_2015
080_ANU_Pauline | SE Hallway 1, level 1.
Griffin_2015
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081_ANU_Pauline | NW Entrance, level 2.
Griffin_2015

082_ANU_Pauline | NW Foyer, level 2.
Griffin_2015

083 _ANU_Pauline | SW Foyer, level 2.
Griffin_2015

084_ANU_Pauline | SE Stairs to level 3.
Griffin_2015

085_ANU_Pauline | NE Hallway, level 2.
Griffin_2015

086_ANU_Pauline | SW Ceiling of foyer, level
Griffin_2015 2.
087_ANU_Pauline | SE Bathroom, level 2.

Griffin_2015
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088 _ANU_Pauline | E Room 1, level 2.
Griffin_2015

089_ANU_Pauline | W Room 1, level 2.
Griffin_2015

090 _ANU_Pauline | W Kitchenette next to
Griffin_2015 room 1, level 2.
091 _ANU_Pauline | SW Hallway, level 2.
Griffin_2015

092_ANU_Pauline | NE Stairwell to level 3
Griffin_2015 and building exit.
093_ANU_Pauline | NE Room 2, level 2.
Griffin_2015

094 _ANU_Pauline | SW Room 4, level 2.

Griffin_2015
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095 _ANU_Pauline | W Room 5, level 2.
Griffin_2015

096_ANU_Pauline | W Room 6, level 2.
Griffin_2015

097_ANU_Pauline | N Room 7, level 2.
Griffin_2015

098 ANU_Pauline | E Room 8, level 2.
Griffin_2015

099 _ANU_Pauline | NE Room 4, level 2.
Griffin_2015

100_ANU_Pauline | SW Room 9, level 2.
Griffin_2015

101_ANU_Pauline | SW Stairs to level 1 from
Griffin_2015 level 2.
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102_ANU_Pauline |S Stairs to level 1 from
Griffin_2015 level 2.
103_ANU_Pauline | SE Stairs to level 1 from
Griffin_2015 level 2.
104_ANU_Pauline | SE Foyer, level 2.
Griffin_2015

105_ANU_Pauline | SW Room 10, level 2.
Griffin_2015

106_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 11, level 2.
Griffin_2015

107_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 13, level 2.
Griffin_2015

108 ANU_Pauline | W Room 14, level 2.
Griffin_2015
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109 _ANU_Pauline | S Room 12, level 2.
Griffin_2015
110_ANU_Pauline | W Room 15, level 2.
Griffin_2015
111_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 16, level 2.
Griffin_2015
112_ANU_Pauline | E Room 12, level 2.
Griffin_2015
113 _ANU_Pauline | NE Room 12, level 2.
Griffin_2015
114_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 12, level 2.
Griffin_2015
115 _ANU_Pauline | W Room 12, level 2.

Griffin_2015
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116_ANU_Pauline | N Room 17, level 2.
Griffin_2015

117_ANU_Pauline | SW Room 18, level 2.
Griffin_2015

118 _ANU_Pauline | SE Room 17, level 2.
Griffin_2015

119 _ANU_Pauline | SW Room 17, level 2.
Griffin_2015

120_ANU_Pauline | NE Stairs to level 1,
Griffin_2015 room 17, level 2.
121_ANU_Pauline | SW Room 17, level 2.

Griffin_2015
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122_ANU_Pauline | NE Room 17, level 2.
Griffin_2015

123_ANU_Pauline | SE Stairs to level 1,
Griffin_2015 room 17, level 2.
124 _ANU_Pauline | SE Room 17, level 2.
Griffin_2015

125 _ANU_Pauline | NE Room 17, level 2.
Griffin_2015

126_ANU_Pauline | SW Level 3 patio, facing
Griffin_2015 south west.
127_ANU_Pauline | W Level 3 patio, facing
Griffin_2015 west.

128 ANU_Pauline | SW Level 3 patio, facing

Griffin_2015

south west.
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129 ANU_Pauline | SE Level 3 patio, facing
Griffin_2015 south east.
130_ANU_Pauline | E Level 3 patio, facing
Griffin_2015 east.
131_ANU_Pauline | E Level 3 patio, facing
Griffin_2015 east.
132_ANU_Pauline | NE Level 3 patio, facing
Griffin_2015 north east looking
over outdoor area
on level 2.
133 _ANU_Pauline | N Stairs down to level
Griffin_2015 2.
134_ANU_Pauline | NE Hallway, level 3.

Griffin_2015
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135_ANU_Pauline | N Room 1, level 3.
Griffin_2015

136_ANU_Pauline |S Room 2, level 3.
Griffin_2015

137_ANU_Pauline | E Room 3, level 3.
Griffin_2015

138 _ANU_Pauline | SW Room 4, level 3.
Griffin_2015

139 _ANU_Pauline | NE Room 4, level 3.
Griffin_2015

140_ANU_Pauline | SW Room 5, level 3.
Griffin_2015

141_ANU_Pauline | E Stairs down to level

Griffin_2015

2.
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142_ANU_Pauline | SW Hallway, level 3.
Griffin_2015

143 _ANU_Pauline | NW Room 6, level 3.
Griffin_2015

144 _ANU_Pauline | SE Room 7, level 3.
Griffin_2015

145 _ANU_Pauline | E Room 7, level 3.
Griffin_2015

146_ANU_Pauline | N Room 8, level 3.
Griffin_2015

147_ANU_Pauline | NW Room 9, level 3.
Griffin_2015

148 ANU_Pauline | S Room 10, level 3.

Griffin_2015
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149 ANU_Pauline | SW Room 11, level 3.
Griffin_2015

150 _ANU_Pauline | N Room 13, level 3.
Griffin_2015

151_ANU_Pauline |S Room 12, level 3.
Griffin_2015

152 _ANU_Pauline | SW Exit onto level 3
Griffin_2015 patio.

153 _ANU_Pauline | NW Room 14, level 3.
Griffin_2015

154_ANU_Pauline |S Room 13, level 3.
Griffin_2015

155_ANU_Pauline | NE Hallway, level 3.

Griffin_2015
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6. Photographic Proof Sheets

Australian National University | Pauline Griffin Building Archival Photographic Recording
Photographer: Kylie Christian
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7. Photographic Direction Plans
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