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NGENDER'NG ROMAN SPACES

enelope M. Allison

0200, Australia.

\BSTRACT

his p;{per introduces a research project which is con-
uting to a more gendered understanding of Roman
pace. Two types of sites — Roman houses and Roman
ilitary forts — provide the archaeological contexts for
wo different case studies. The project engages with
“ferninist theory to provide frameworks for contextu-
iz‘i.ng gender roles within Roman spaces. The main
theoretical perspective is that the material conditions
¢, architectural and other forms of material culture)
“hilitate the negotiation of gender, age and status dis-
tinctions. The archaeological record provides the spa-
| signatur-es of these processes, recognized in the or-
,ganiiatibn and characteristics of the material remains.
1 his paper samples some of the results from Pompeian
ouses and from the military fort of Vetera | on the
ower Rhine.
This paper addresses the theoretical and meth-
dological frameworks for a research project entitled
Engendering Roman Spaces.” The objective of the
project is to contribute to a gendered history of the
Roman world through the analysis of its material-cul-
ural remains. This means using archaeological ap-
proaches to Roman material culture for a more holistic
understanding of the nature and functioning of Roman
ciety in its relationship to space. It also means a

oser engagement with feminist scholarship for stud-
165 of Roman space, and more critical-analyses of the
use of ancient written sources to provide processes for
ntextualizing gender roles within space.

Vith a tradition of scholarship founded on nine-
teenth-century concepts of empire and colonialism
,E@man 1997; Hingley 2000), investigations of the
f)m?ri world have conventionally been concerned
With - the representation of masculine power. The

fg;/zlopml-l. Allison, School of Archaeology and Anthiropology, Australian National University, Canberra, ACT

biases of ancient authors and of past investigators,
both predominantly male elites, have also had a major
impact on the types of research into this world. The
visual impact of the physical remains of Roman archi-
tectural and engineering feats, of Roman roads, armies
and trading networks have fuclled the concentration
of much archaeological scholarship on the “maleness”
of this world. This, in turn, has led scholars in other
disciplines to conceptualize a2 Roman world which
epitomizes “manliness” and “masculine values and
virtues, those of the military man and the administra-
tor” (Lefebvre 1991:249).

Roman historians, notably Australian ones (Dixon
1988, 1992, 2001; Rawson 1986, 1991; Rawson and
Weaver 1997), have been concerned with redressing
the balance, and with focusing on Roman women and
families towards more rounded views of Roman soci-
ety. The most widely used evidence for such research
is representations of women in ancient texts — texts
that are predominantly written from a male viewpoint.
More recently, inscriptions and works of art, particu-
larly sculpture and papyri, have also been used as less
biased resources (Fantham et al. 1994; Kleiner and
Matheson 1996; Koloski-Ostrow 1997; Phang 2001).
However, attempts to use a wider range of contex- -
tualized Roman material culture (e.g., architecture,
pottery, household objects) for more engendered
perspectives of Roman society have generally been
untheorized, using material-cultural evidence as the
setting for the textual, rather than as independent in-
formation.

One of the principal issues for the archaeological
discipline, more broadly, is the gender-marking of
activities that once took place in the material condi-
tions, now represented by the archaeological record.
The main theoretical perspective of my project is that

343
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NOTES
1 See Whitley (19987, and especially 301) on the ques-
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of the past.
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