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ABBREVIATIONS AND. SYMBOLS 

abi l  ab ilitative neg negative 

adj adj ect ive NP noun phrase 

app apposit ional nt neutral 

aux auxiliary verb p f  perfect 

ax axis p I .  plural 

bene benefact ive poss  posses s ive 

C consonant pro pronoun 

c 1  c lause pst  past  

com comment purp purposive 

cond condit ional QW quest ion word 

cont cont inuat ive RIA Re lator-Axis 

de s id des iderat ive re re lator s lot 

dir direct ional reas reason 

d . s .  di fferent sub j e c t  s g .  s ingular 

emph emphasi s  top t op ica1iser 

fin final vb verb 

fut future V vowel 

ger gerundive vb1 verba1iser 

H head ( s lot ) 1p first person 

Impv imperat ive 2p second person 

ind indicative 3p third person 

int interrogat ive ? glottal stop 

j us s  j us s ive y nasa1ised vowe l 

med medial > becomes 

mod modifier 0 zero a11omorph 

narr narrat ive 
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O .  I NTROD U CT I O N  

JEAN GODDARD 

indicates t hat two English words trans late one 

Agarabi word/morpheme 

dashe s separating words indicate separat e words 

or morphemes in Agarabi 

portmanteau morpheme carrying two meanings 

0 . 1 .  THE AGARASI LANGUAGE1 

The Agarabi language is typical of those in the highlands , having a 

relatively s imple phonetic inventory , but cons iderab le comp lexity in 

the grammar . The only ' exotic ' sounds t o  an English-trained ear are 

the glottal stops and tone . Even the lat ter is s imple in Agarab i , 

having two level t ones in contrast and glides occurring only on long 

vowe l s . 

Grammat ical complexity lies in the domain of verb and c lause struc

ture . Nominal s  and modifiers are relat ively s imple with little inflec 

t ion . Verb s , however , are rout ine ly inflected for voic e , tense , aspe c t , 

number , mood , person subj ect and emphasis . In medial posit ion they 

also carry suffixes which indicate whether the following verb will have 

the same or a different subj ect . If it will be di fferent , the medial 

form indicat e s  the person of its own subj ect as well as that of  the 

following verb . 

In common with other language s of this type Agarabi strings seemingly 

endle s s  numbers of c lauses together in a stream of speech . Thi s pre

sent s the analyst with a problem in deciding what uni t s  there may be 

larger t han the c lause and on what basis t o  divide the s e  longer strings . 

One of the t radit ional marks of a sentence has been something which 

shows finality , such as falling intonat ion and pause . In Papua New 

Guinea Highland language s the ' final ' verb ( a  part icular form which can 

occur independent ly and usually in utt erance-final c laus e s )  is oft en 

accompanied by falling int onat ion and fol lowed by pause . Thus the final 

verb has been interpret ed as marking the end of a sentence by many 

analyst s .  However , this can result in extremely long and comp licated 

s ent enc es which may be difficult t o  describe or di fferent iate . 

Some who have analysed Papua New Guinea languages have followed the 

' tradit ional ' interpretat ion ; others , such as Healey2 , have posited 

intermediate levels . A third analysis followed by Scott 3 is to postu

late a seemingly lower level for sentences . In this c ase sentence 

terminus is  marked by the c lause in a string which is marked t o  show 

that it has a different subj ect  from the one which follows it in the 

string . The c laus e ,  then , which has the final verb , falling intonati on 
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and is fol lowed by pause , marks the end of a paragraph . I fOllowe� 
this analys i s  in my s t udy of t he higher levels of Agarab i grammar . 

3 7  

Though t h i s  paper does not include a discussion of the higher leve l s  

( sentence through dis courDe ) t h e  t y p e  of analy s i s  doe s have s ome bearing 

on the c lause leve l .  It may be he lp ful to keep in mind that the final 

verb marks the end of a paragrap h ,  the different - s ub j e c t  verb , the end 

of a s entence and the s ame-subj ect verbs are the t rue ' medial ' verb s 

which in some sense depend on other verbs or c l aus e s . The se medials 

never occ ur independent ly and oc cur medially in strings of c laus e s . 

This  paper begins with a brief description of the phonemes of the 

Agarab i language t o  aid understanding . Then it progre s s e s  from the 

morpheme leve l through the word and phrase leve l s  as far as the c lause 

leve l . 5 It t reats many of the most c ommon constructions at these 

leve l s  but is , by no means , exhaust ive . 

1 .  T H E  P H O N EM ES O F  AGARABI 

1 . 0 .  PHONEME I N VENTOR Y  

The following c hart is  presented for a quick view of Agarabi pho

nology ; a brief descript ion fol lows . 

Oral 

Voiceless  

Voiced 

Nasal 

High 

Low 
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1 . 1 .  VESC R I PT I O N  O F  PHONEMES 

Consonant phonemes divide into two cont rastive classe s : oral and 

nasal . Oral consonant s divide into voiceless and voiced . Voiceless  

oral c onsonant s contrast at  bi labial , alveolar and ve lar point s of  

art i culat ion . Allophones oc cur as follows : [ p h J ,  [ t h J ,  and [ k h J ,  occur 

ini t i al ly and following complex vowel-nasal or vowe l-glottal nuc l e i ; 

fri c at ive [ , J ,  [ s J ,  [ x J , occur between oral vowe ls  and may fluctuate 

with stop allophones .  ( The alveolar stop and fricat ive allophones 

fluctuate freely initially , the vilabials occasionally and velars 

rare ly , but an unaspirat ed ve lar allophone [ k J  may fluctuate with the 

fricat i ve between vowe ls . )  An alveolar affricate allophone [ t s J  fluc

tuate s  occasionally with the aspirated stop . 

( 1 )  init ial : [�Q J  'pig ' [�� s  I J ' pump kin ' 

medial : [ a!.Q J 'ma Ze ' [ (�an a J  ' b ow ' 

[ am£.e J ' Ze t  go ' [ a ?!.Q J ' tip ' 

[�� r � J  
[ a�o J 
[ y an�a J  

, fence ' 

' his  c h e s t ' 

' s ti c k ' 

Voiced oral consonant s and nasal consonant s contrast only at b ilabial 

and alveolar point s of  art iculat ion . 

ant s ( [ w J  and [ y J )  oc cur as follows . 

Allophones of voiced oral conson

Voiced stop allophones [ b J  and 

[ d J  oc cur init ially and following complex syllable nuc l e i . These fluc

tuate wit h labialised stop [ bw J ,  palatalised stop [ d Y J and semivowel s  

[ w ]  and [ y ]  re spect ive ly , with varying degrees of frict ion . A voiced 

bi labial fricat ive [ e J  with or without lab ialisat ion may fluctuate with 

[wJ between oral vowels . Nasal phoneme s Iml and Inl oc cur without 

allophonic variat ion .
6 

( 2 )  initial : [E.a n t a J  'man ' 

medial : [ �w � J  ' arrow ' 

[�a n k a ]  ' s tick ' 

[ f y <$ J  ' co Zd ' 

Vowels I i I ,  l e I , l u I , and 101  tend t o  be open rather than close . 

The central vowel l a l  is the c lose [ a J  when it oc curs s ingly and l a a l  
the open , long [ a : ]  when i t  occurs i n  sequence with itse l f .  

( 3 )  init ial : [ a : mo ]  'me Zon ' 

medial : [ - n a : y J ' inside ' 

[ amoJ  ' s tem ' 

[ � a � J  ' s tring ' 

Front and back vowels contrast as t o  tongue height , and the higher 

vowe ls [ i J  and [ u J  tend to be shorter than the lower [ e ]  and [ o J . 
Two neutral phonemes , the liquid I r l and the glottal stop I h / , 7 vary 

allophonically as follows . The liquid phoneme may be either an alveolar 

flap [ f ]  or an alveolar trill [ r ] .  The se seem to fluctuate freely with 

some speakers us ing the flap exclusively and others the trill more fre

quent ly ; s t i l l  others fluctuate between the two . The glottal stop 

phoneme may , in limited environment s ,  occas ionally vary to a glottal 

fri c at ive . 
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1 . 2 .  PROSOV r C  F EATURES 

The two main prosodic features in Agarabi are t one and nasalisat ion . 

Stre s s  i s  predictable . 

There are two degrees of t one , high and low . The se are primari ly 

level tones though a s light glide on a phonet ically short vowe l may be 

perceived when there is  a t ransit ion from one leve l t o  another in 

succeeding syllab l e s . Otherwi s e ,  pitch glides occur only on phonet i

cally long vowe ls and are interpreted as a sequence of low-high or 

high-low t ones . 8 

Bee , Luff and Goddard ( 19 7 3 : 4 1 6 )  sugge sted that treat ing nasal

isation as a prosodic feature is the most sat i s fact ory analy s i s : 

S i n c e  t h e r e  are two n a s a l  c on s o n ant s and s i n c e  vowel n a s al 
i s at i o n  i s  i n  c ompl iment ary d i s t r i but i o n  w i t h  t h em , i t  would 
s e em most e c onom i c al to a s s ign n a s al i s a t i o n  as an al lopho n i c  
var i at i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e s e  phonem e s  . . . .  A n  alt ernat i v e  i n t e r 
pr e t at i on , c o n s i d e r i n g  vowel n a s al i s a t i o n  a s  a pro s o d i c  or 
s up e r s egment al f e ature wh i c h  may b e  man i f e s t ed i n  s p e c i f i c  
environment s a s  o n e  o r  another n a s a l  c on s onant , s i mpl i f i e s  
t h e  s t at ement o f  syllab l e  structur e , c on s onant d i s t r ibut i o n , 
and morphophon emi c c h an ge . 

( 4 )  [ ame : ]  ' Give him ' ,  

( 5 )  [ aw l ] 'poison ' ,  

( 6 )  [ a r o ]  ' s ide ' ,  

[ am� : ]  ' hi s  throat ' 

C aw I ] 
[ a r Q ]  

' i L Lness ' 

'fin,  tai L of bird ' 

This nasal-oral vocalic contrast is replaced by a sequence of oral 

vowe l plus nasal consonant when affixat ion oc curs and when a word with 

final nasal vowel oc curs non-finally in a close-knit phrase .  The 

specific nasal consonant which may occur depends upon the shape of the 

affix or word immediat ely following . Within a word , be fore stop s , a 

homorganic nasal consonant oc curs ; before high and back vowe ls  ( i ,  u ,  0) 
within a word and be fore b ilabial consonant s acro s s  word boundaries a 

bilab ial nasal oc curs ; before· either central or low front vowels  ( a ,  e )  
within a word and elsewhere acro s s  word boundaries an alveolar nasal 

occurs . 

( 7 )  [ u n � : ]  ' s  tring bag ' 

plus [ j ?  ] vb l [ u n a : m ( ? ] ' i t  is a s tring bag ' 

p lus [ e ]  indirect speech [ u n a : n e ]  ' a  s tring bag ' 

p lus [p  ( J  ' i n ' [ u n a : m p ( J  ' in a s tring bag ' 

( 8 )  [ o� : ]  ' new ' 

plus [ u n � : ]  ' s tring bag ' [ oe : n  6 n � : ] ' a  new s tring bag ' 

plus [ pe : k 6 ]  ' Leg  band ' [ oe : m  pe : k 6 ]  ' new Leg band ' 

plus [ t i r e : ]  ' c orn ' [ o e : n  d r e :  ] ' new corn ' 

In s low speech nasalisat ion may occur rather than t he nasal consonant 

at morpheme j uncture s . 
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1 . 3 .  V I S T R 1 8UTION O F  PHONEMES 

Consonant s are very limited in distribut ion . All except glottal 

stop and liquid oc cur word init ially , only glottal be fore pause . Only 

nasal consonant s and glottal stop precede another consonant ; only 

voiceless  stops follow a nasal consonant withtn a word and such con

s onant sequence s  occur only medially . 

One or two vowe ls  may oc cur as the nuc leus of a s ingle syllable and 

two-syllable nuc lei may occur in sequence with an intervening non

vocoid . All vowels  may oc cur word finally , but only let , /0/  and / a a /  
oc cur finally in verb stems . All comb inat ions have been observed 

init ially in stem morpheme s though some are more frequent than others . 

1 . 4 .  M O R PHOPHONEM I C  CHANGES 

Agarabi morpheme s end in either a nasal vowel , an oral vowe l or 

glottal stop . These condit ion the shape of the following morpheme s .  

An example o f  the three c lasses fol lows . 

'bank ' ' b e e t Z e ' 'root ' 

( 9  ) s t em [ a r u ]  C a r y ]  [ a r 6 ? ]  
( 10 )  vb l [ j 7 ]  [ a r u ( ? ]  [ a r um ( ? ]  [ a r 6 ?  f 7 ] 
( ll ) ' i n ' [ p i ] [ a r u ,, ( J  [ a r ump  ( J  [ a r u ? p ( J  
( 12 )  ' on '  E r a ? ] [ a r u r a ? ]  [ a r u n t a ? ]  [ a r u ? k a ? ] 
( 1 3 )  indirect speech [ e ]  [ a r u e ]  [ a r u n e ]  [ a r 6 ? e ]  

The morpheme shape which follows the oral vowe l may b e  considered 

t he bas ic form . The shapes which occur fol lowing nasal vowels  and 

glottal stops are described as combinatory features of nasalisat ion 

and glot tal , respect ive ly , without having to postulate allomorphic 

forms . For example , V + r + Vnt ; V? + r + Vhk . 

There are also other morphophonemic change s ,  especially in verb 

morphology . These will be discussed in the relevant sect ions ( see 

sect ion 3 . 2 . 1 . ) .  

2 .  STEM FORMAT I O N 

2 . 0 .  STEMS 

Morphemes which may oc cur in isolation as comp lete , we ll-formed 

utterance s  are classed as stems . Verbal stems are those which also 

opt ionally occur with mood , tense and person-subj ect suffixe s . Nominal 

stems are those which oc cur with a les ser range of mood suffixes and 

only t hose derived from verbs occur with tense suffixe s .  In the for

mat ion of a type of equat ional clause they may occur with person-subject 
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suffixe s ,  ( termed ' verbaliser ' i n  this funct ion ) . The nominal stems 

may be sub-divided int o nouns , pronouns , modifiers and specifiers 

according t o  their syntactic funct ion at the phrase and c lause level . 

Stems may be s imple or comp lex with nominals exhibit ing more com

plexities than verbals . Simp le stems are root s composed of only one 

morpheme . Comp lex st ems are composed of stem plus stem, stem p lus 

affix or a comb inat ion of both . 

2 . 1 .  NOM I NA L  STEMS 

Nominal stems may be s imple or comp le x :  

S imple - monomorphemic stems 

( 14 )  noun : a a mo 'me lon ' ,  w� � n t �  'man ' 

( 15 )  pronoun : t e h  i ' I ' ,  weh  i ' h e ,  s h e ,  i t ' 

( 16 )  modifier : k � � k a n  'big ' ,  ma n a a  ' one ' 

( 17 )  specifier : m� i ' this ' 

Complex or mult imorphemic st ems , are stem and affix combinat ions . 

2 . 1 . 1 .  Stem Pl u s  Stem 

The se se ldom occur with the st ems in the same form as they oc cur in 

isolation . The st ems may be short ene d ,  there may be morphophonemic 

change s or affixes added to one or another , pre sumab ly prior to this 

stem format ion . 

Short ened stems : 

( 18 )  (yampo r (n t a  ' chi ldren ' « ( y �mpo n  + � � r ( n t � ) 
boy g i r l  

( 1 9 )  w a a n a a t l 'peop le '  ( w� � n t �  + a n a a t l )  
man woman 

St ems with morphophonemic changes :  

( 20 )  y H e n � �  'green ' ( y H + a n H )  
tree leaf 

2 . 1 . 2 .  Stem Pl u s  Af f i x  

These are o f  several t ypes ; derivat ional affixe s ,  personal-referent 

affixes and likene s s . The first change s the c lass of the word as from 

verb to noun ; the second oc curs with kinship terms and body part s and 

identi fies the p erson to whom they re fer , either the speaker or someone 

e lse . The third , t rans lated ' likeness ' is most often used to form 

c olour words from nouns . 
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( a )  Derivational affixes 

( 21 )  t H m a n  'preparation ' ( t H  r a a  + n )  
prepare 

( 22 )  k uw l n  'grown ' ( k uwo + n )  
grow 

( b )  Personal-referent pre fixes 

( 2 3 )  a n o h e  ' s omeone e Lse ' s  mother ' ( a 
non-lp . re f  

( 2 4 )  t l pohe  'my fa ther ' ( t i  
Ip . re f  

+ poh e )  
father 

Likene s s  ( c )  

( 2 5 )  e p a n t e n  'white ' ( e p a n  
cockatoo 

+ t e n ) 
Like  

( 2 6 )  n � � r � r e h  ' red ' ( n � � r e + r e h )  
b Lood L i k e  

2 .  1 . 3 .  Stem Pl u s  Stem Pl u s  A f f i x  

( 2 7 )  a y6kuw l n  'grey- haired person ' ( a yeS 
his . hair 

( 2 8 )  k H n 6 hma n a a u h  ' thre e ' ( kH n  + 6 h  + m a n a a  
two one 

( 2 9 )  yaama n a a h p � h  'five ' ( a y a a n  + m a n a a h  + 
his . hand one 

2 . 1 . 4 .  Re d u p l i c a t ed Stems  

+ 

+ n o h e ) 
mother 

kuw l n )  
grown 

+ u h )  

p � h )  
at 

These form words which are semantically related to the stem from 

which they are derived . They may oc cur with or without morphophonemic 

changes in format ion : 

( 30 )  ( n e  ( n e  ' thought ' from ( n e  ' hear ' 

( 31 )  e e n a e e n a  ' each, every ' from e e n a  ' o ther ' 

Not e : there are quite a number of words which appear t o  be redup licated 

stems but for which no single stem has been found . 

( 32 )  k a  r I n  k a  r i n ' daz z Le ,  g Lare ' 

( 3 3 )  ka r o h k � r o h  ' a Lbino,  red- skin ' 

( 34 )  k a n i h ka n l h  'pins and n e e d L e s  

( 35 )  awa a n awa a n  ' conce i te d ' ( from 

( 36 )  komen ka amen  ' crooke d ' 

( 37 )  l ya n l h  a a y a n i h  ' very s trong ' 

2 . 2 .  VERBAL  STEMS 

(sensation)  , 

awa a n  0 ' overfLow ' ) 

Verbal stems occur unaffixed as the 2nd p erson s ingular imperat ive 

and are divided into two morphological classes according to whether 
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the s t ems are reduced before certain suffixe s .  There are also some 

irregular verb s . 

2 . 2 . 1 .  Re d u c e d  S t e m s  

The se stems drop the last syllab le preceding the bene fact ive , 

narrat ive , past and perfect suffixes . Such verb stems divide into 

three subclasses  according t o  morphophonemic changes that occur when 

the benefact ive suffix is added to the s t em .  Examples of  these s t ems 

follow . 

( a )  Sub c lass  ( a )  adds t he suffixes dire c t ly t o  the reduced s t em : 

( 3 8 )  
( 39 )  
( 4 0 )  
( 4 1 )  
( 4 2 )  

a p o  
kaao  

, wa r a a  
wowo 
y (wo 

'put  on  top of ' 

' c u t ' 

' s "leep ' 

'mumu, bake ' 

' open ' 

( b )  Sub c la s s  ( b )  with final syllab le r a a  adds a nasal to the reduced 

stem pre ceding the benefact ive suffix : 

( 4 3 )  c h e r a a  'fe H ( tre e )  , 

( 4 4 )  k � r a r a a  ' s tand (i t )  up ' 

( 4 5 )  �wa r a a  'make ' 

( 4 6 )  p � n d r a a  ' s traigh t e n ' 

( c )  Subclass ( c )  adds a glottal stop preceding the bene fact ive : 

( 4 7 )  f y a r a a  ' b Z o c k �  

( 4 8 )  k � p e r a a  ' pour in ' 

( 4 9 )  p e r a a  ' smear, pain t ' 

( 5 0 )  y a p f t e  ' "look  after ' 

2 . 2 . 2 .  N o n -Red u c e d  S t e m s  

The maj ority of verbal stems d o  n o t  reduce i n  any combinat ion , 

although t here are some stem-final vowe l changes preceding suffixe s .  

These will be discussed in t he sect ion of word format ion . A sample 

of t he verb s are : 

( 5 1 )  , ' come ' e r e 
( 5 2 )  n a a  ' eat ' 

( 5 3 )  , , go ' o r o  
( 5 4 )  p � h t e  ' b "low ' 

( 5 5 )  t e t e h o  'wa8 h ' 

( 5 6 )  p a h k a a  ' grab , ho "ld ' 
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2 . 2 . 3 .  O t h e r  V e r b  S t e m s  

A third c lass  of  verbal s t ems are t h o s e  which occur ob ligatorily 

with t he personal re ferent prefix . When affixed t o  verbal stems these 

prefixes refer to the goal of the act ion - obj ect , direct or indirect , 

occurring only with t ransit ive verb s . As with the nomina1s , t l - refers 

t o  first person and a - t o  all others . 

Preceding stems with initial vowe ls the first person form i s  t - and 

non-first coale s c e s  with the initial vowel . 

( 5 7 )  
( 5 8 )  

d ro 
t i me 

3 .  WORD S  

'hit  me ' 
, a r o 

' g i v e  me ' ame 

3 . 0 .  WORV FORMAT I O N  

' h i t  him/her/i t/them ' 

'give him/her/i t/them ' 

Some sterns oc cur unaffixed as words , others se ldom oc cur without 

some type of affi x ,  whi le others occur unaffixed in some contexts and 

with affixes in others . Part icles  are examp les of monomorphemic s t erns 

which are also words , s ome of which never occur affixed . Nominal sterns 

can oc cur either with or without affixes ;  and verbals usually with 

affixe s . The second person imperat ive has been interpreted as the 

stern for verb s because it occurs uninflected without further segmen

tat ion . If we were to suggest that a portmanteau affix is present in 

such cases then verbal sterns could be said never to occur unaffixed . 

3 . 1 .  NOM I N A L  WORVS 

In the composit ion of words nominal sterns divide int o nouns , pronouns , 

modifiers and specifiers on the basis of affixat ion patterns and their 

potent ial occurrence in higher level constructions . 

3 . 1 . 1 . N o u n s  

Nouns oc cur a s  the head in noun phrases and funct ion a s  subj e c t s  and 

obj e c t s  in c lauses . They may be subdivided on the basis of their oc

currence with the personal re ferent prefixes . Some , as ment ioned in 

2 . 1 . 2 . , are obligatorily prefixed by the personal referent s .  A few 

optionally occ ur with them and others never . 

( a )  obligatorily prefixed : 

( 5 9 )  a h non  ' hi s  head ' 

( 6 0 )  t l n o h e  'my mother ' 

( b )  opti onally pre fixed : 

( 61 )  m a a h  ' hous e ' a ma a h  ' his  house ' 

These are relat ively few . 
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( c )  ob ligatorily unaffixed by personal re ferent s :  

( 62 )  H d n d  ' g i r l.  ' 

( 6 3 )  I y a n  'dog ' 

( 64 )  yH ' tree ' 

All nouns may oc cur with locat ional , instrument , accompaniment , 

obj ect , reason , dire ct ion from , likene s s  and number suffixe s . A few 

of these are i l lustrated below . 

( 65 )  t o h p e  'mache t e ' + p6h  ' ins trume n t ' > t o h p e p 6 h  ' w i t h  a mache te ' 

( 66 )  wa r u  ' v i l. Zage ' + p r n ' in ' > wa r u p f n  ' in the v i l. Zage ' 

( 67 )  y a a h u n  ' swee t po tato ' + n am a h  'with ' > y a a h u n am a h  ' w i t h  swe e t  
p o tato ' 

( 6 8 )  y u n a a n  'food ' + a n  'reason ' > y u n a a n a n  'for food ' 

3 . 1 . 2 .  P r o n o u n s  

Pronouns are of three type s , t hose t hat subst itut e  for nouns and 

funct ion as the subj ect or obj ect  in c laus e s , those t hat o c c ur as 

modifiers in posse s s ive phrases and interrogat ive pronouns which in

troduce one type of interrogat ive c lause . 

3 .  1 . 2 . 1 .  Pe�� o nal P�o n o un� 

( a )  t hose which function as subj ect : 

( 69 )  t � h l ' I ' t e h t l 'we ' 

( 7 0 )  e h i 'you ( sg .  ) , t i r e h d  'you ( p l .  ) , 

( 7 1 )  we h l  ' he ,  s h e ,  i t ,  t hey ' 

( b )  those which funct ion as obj ect : 

( 72 )  t en 'me�  us ' 

( 7 3 )  # 
'you ( sg .  and p l . )  , e n  

( 7 4 )  # ' him, her, i t ,  them ' wen  

3 .  1 . 2 . 2 .  Po� � e��ive  P�ono un� 

( 7 5 )  t e t l 'my ' t e n t i  ' our ' 

( 7 6 )  e n l  'y our ( sg .  and p l . ) '  

( 77 )  we n t  ' hi s ,  hers,  i t s ,  theirs ' 

3 .  1 . 2 . 3 .  I n�e��o g a�iv e P�ono un� 

( 78 )  l y e 'who ? ' 

( 7 9 )  n a h r  'what ? '  

( 80 )  I n t e p a t a h  'where ? ' ;  I n te pa h ke t a h  'from where ? '  

Pronouns can se ldom b e  modified , but do occasionally occur affixed . 
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3 . 1 . 3 .  M o d i f i e r s  

Modifiers are represent ed b y  either adj ect ives o r  adverb s ;  adj e c 

t ives funct ion as modifiers of  nouns i n  noun phrases , adverbs as modi

fers of  verb s in verb phrases . 

3 . 1 . 3 . 1 .  Adj ecti v e6 

Adj ect ives occur in noun phras e s , modifying nouns and may be affixed . 

They function as qualitatives or quant itatives : 

( 8 1 )  k H k a n  ' large ' 

( 82 )  , ' new ' a uy e n  
( 8 3 )  n H r � reh  'red ' 

( 8 4 ) kHn ' two ' 

3 . 1 . 3 . 2 .  Adve�b6 

Adverbs occ ur in verb phras e s , modifying verb s . They do not normally 

oc cur with affixes . 

( 85 )  a r n e  ' qu i c k ly ' 

3 . 1 . 4 .  S p e c i f i e r s  

Spec i fiers oc cur unaffixed a s  modifiers o r  pronouns . When affixed 

by -wa n 'reason ' or - pa h  ' a t ' ,  they function as links in Reason sen

t ence s .  The most common one i s : 

( 86 )  m� i ' this ' 

3 . 2 .  VERBS 

Verbs function as the Head in verb phrases and as the obligatory 

element of the predicate in clauses and , as such , are normally the 

last item in the c lause . Verb s are affixed for mood , tense , aspect 

and person-subj ect . 

3 . 2 . 1 .  M o r p h o p h o n e m i c s  

Agarabi verbs exhibit several types o f  morphophonemic vowe l changes .  

Two such changes , which have a wide occurrence ,  will  be dealt with 

here . Other more restricted changes will be described in the section 

dealing with other morphemes . 

All morphemes which occur immediately preceding vowel-init ial aspect 

and t ense/aspect suffixes drop their final vowel . 
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( 8 7 )  n a a 9 ' eat ' + I y a a  cont + h ind + u lp . sg > n l ya a h u  ' I  am e a t ing . '  

( 8 8 )  n a a  + e nt + h + u > n e h u  ' I  eat/ate . ' 

( 8 9  ) n a a + r a narr + e + h + u > n � r e h U ' I  ate . ' 

All non-reduced stems exhibit the following change s of s t em vowe l s : 

( a )  st em-final - a a  > - a ; - e  and - 0  > - I  preceding - n t e fut in 2nd 

and 3rd person forms ; - 0  j us s  in 3rd person - n t o  purp and - r am desid 

in all forms : 

( 90 )  n a a  + n t e  + m ind + i h  3p . sg > n!n t em ( h  ' He w i n  eat . ' 

( 9 1 )  � r e  + n t o  + m + I h  > e r{n t om f h  ' He intends t o  come . ' 

( 9 2 )  o r o + r a m  + m + I h  > o r i r am f h  ' He wan ts t o  g o . ' 

( 9 3 )  o ro + n o  2p . j us s  + n o  emph > 6 rl.n 06no ' You must go . ' 

The stem-final long vowe l remains long preceding the future tense 

and j us s ive mood suffixes in 1st person forms . 

( 9 4 )  n a a  + n t e + h + u > n�n t e h U  ' I  wi n eat . ' 

( 9 5 )  o ro + � lp . j u s s  + U > 6 r 06n u  ' L e t me g o . ' 

( b )  preceding - t i n t a / a n t a  b ene , - ke past , - ka a  p f  and - r a narr 

stem-final - a a  > - a ;  - e  > - I ;  C ( onsonant ) + 0 > C I ; V ( owel )  + 0 > Vu ; 

Vho > Vh u :  
( 9 6 )  p u h t e  ' b l-ow ' + a n t a > p U h tl.a n t a a  ' E l-ow for him ! ' 

( 9 7 )  t � t e h o  'was h ' + t i n t a  > t � t e h!t i n t a a  ' Wash for me ! '  

( 9 8 )  p a h ka a  ' ho l-d ' + t l n t a  > p a h k!t i n t a a  ' Ho l-d for me ! '  

( 99 )  n a a  + k e  + h + U > n � ke h u  ' I  ate . ' 

( 10 0 )  6 r o  + kaa  + h + U > 6 rl.ka a h u  ' I  have gone . ' 

( 10 1 )  � r e  + r a  + e + h + U > � r e r e h U  ' I  came . ' 

( c )  The final - a  of - t i n t a / - a n t a  bene preceding the first person 

singular future suffix and the second person s ingular imperat ive be-

comes - a a : 
( 10 2 )  

( 1 0 3 )  

3 . 2 . 2 .  

p U h t e  + a n t a  + n t e  + h + u > p U h t  ( a n t a � n t e h U  ' I  wi n b l-ow for h e r . ' 

p u h t e  + t i n t a  p U h d t i n t� ' E l-ow for me . ' 

A f f i x a t i o n 

Personal referent , tense , aspect , mood , voice , number and person

subj ect are expre ssed by affixat ion to the verb stem.  

3 . 2 . 2 . 1 .  P�e 6ixazion 

The Personal referent is  the only order of pre fixe s which oc curs 

with Agarab i verb s . This prefix occurs obligatorily with C lass  I I I  

verbal s t ems and opti onally with some others . Other transit ive verb s 

never occur with this prefix . 



4 8  JEAN GODDARD 

The forms of the prefix , as ment ioned in 2 . 1 . 2 . , dist inguish only 

b etween the speaker and non-speaker ( person or thing spoken to or about ) 

and remain the s ame for all tense s ,  aspects and number s . 

Speaker : t - � t l - 'me,  us ' 

( 10 4 )  t i  + me ' g i v e ' > !.!.me ' Give  me . ' 

( 1 0 5 )  t I + a � r a a  ' ea H ' > !.a a r a a  ' Ca H  m e .  ' 

t - oc curs before verb s with an init ial vowel , t i - elsewhere . 

Non-speaker :  a - � 0 ' y ou ,  him, her, i t ,  them ' 

( 106 ) a + me 
( 10 7 )  0 + a a r a a  

ame ' Give  him . ' 

a a r a a  ' Ca l. l.  h e r .  ' 

o o c c urs with vowe l-initial st ems , a elsewhere . 

3 . 2 . 2 . 2 .  S u 6 6ixazion 

There are nine orders of  suffixes which have been observed with 

Agarabi verb s , final and medial . This does not count those which 

oc cur in auxiliary constructions nor a few which seem to occur with 

all classes of  words , such as the condit ional , -ma o 
The nine orders are as follows , benefact ive , durat ive , narrat ive , 

t ense/aspect , number , des iderative , mood , person-subj ect and emphatic . 

The Jussive mood has only been observed in final forms t o  date . There 

are also a few others which seem t o  occur only with medial forms , the 

function o f  which may primarily be to relate c lauses  in higher level 

unit s ( sentences and paragraphs ) . I O  

Wit h  the except ion of the second person singular imperat ive form 

all verb s occur affixed for tense and for person-subj ect . If t ime is  

recent or not in focus the neutral tense suffix will oc cur or , i f  the 

action is continuing , the cont inuat ive aspect suffix may oc cur ; but 

t he s e  two do not co-occur . The des iderat ive and j us sive suffixes oc

cur wit h the benefactive , person-subj ect and emphat ic suffixes , but 

not with other tense or aspect suffixes . All the others which are not 

in the same order can , potent ially , oc cur together . 1 1  

( a )  Bene factive . The occurrence of the benefact ive suffix is  

opt ional , restricted only by the semantic or cultural relevance of 

such a form . It expres s e s  act ion done for or , in s ome cases , to 

another person . Like the personal referent prefixes , the bene fact ive 

suffix dist inguishes only between the speaker , - t i n t a and non-speaker , 

- a n t a . 
With reduced verb s : 

( 10 8 )  wuwo ' s have ' + t l n t a 
( 10 9 )  6wa r a a  'make ' + a n t a  

'Shave for me . ' 

6wa n a n t a a  'Make for h e r .  ' 
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( 11 0 )  p e r a a  'paint ' + t i n t a  pee h t i n t a a  ' Paint for me . ' 

For the forms with non-reduced verbs see the sect ion on Morpho

phonemi c s , 3 . 2 . 1 . , examp l e s  96-9 8 . 

( b )  Durat ive . The two members of this order of suffixes oc cur 

opt ionally indicat ing durat ive aspect . 

Cont inuat ive : - i ya a  � - i n a a  
, I am eating . ' 

, I am 'looking . ' 

4 9  

( 11 1 )  n a a  + i ya a  + h + 6 > n�h 6 
( 1 1 2 )  o n a a  + i n a a  + h + 6 > o n i n a a h 6  

- i n a a  oc curs opt ionally with verb s stems in which the consonant of 

the final CV i s  a nasal ; - I ya a  oc curs elsewhere . 

Thi s suffix never oc curs cont iguous t o  - e  nt nor in comb inat ion with 

- ka a  p f .  When it occurs with no tense/aspect suffix following it , it 

indicat e s  present cont inuous . 

Complet ive : -we 
( 11 3 )  6 r o  + we + m + fh > 6 r fwem ( h  ' He went comp L e t e Ly . ' 

This suffix i s  more common with medial verb s where it indicat e s  that 

the act ion of the medial c lause is completed before that of the fol

lowing c lause . 

( c )  Narrat ive . The s ingle member of this order occurs optionally 

indicat ing narrat ive aspect , - r a .  It oc curs obligatorily with fourth 

order tense/aspect suffixe s . 

( 1 14 ) n a a  + r a  + e + h + 6 > n �.!:.e h 6  ' I  ate/ea t .  ' 

( 115 ) n a a  + r a  + ke " pst  + h + 6 > n �!..!k e h 6  ' I  ate . ' 

( d )  Tense/Aspect . Fourth order suffixe s occur opt ionally indi cat ing 

time and/or aspect . There are five members of this order . 

Neutral : - e  
( 116 ) n a a  + e + h + 6 > n.!:.h 6 ' I  ea t/ate . '  

Thi s suffix oc curs when neither specific t ime nor aspect i s  being 

stres sed and may be trans lated as near past or present . 

Future : - n t e  
( 117 ) n a a  + n t e  + h + 6 > n a a n t e h 6  ' I  wi n eat . ' 

Purpos ive ( in future t ime ) : - n t o 
( 118 ) n a a  + n t o + m + i h  > n a n t om f h  'He intends to eat . ' 

Past : - ke � - t e  
( 119 ) n a a  + k e  + h + 6 > n a ke h 6  ' I  ate . ' 

( 12 0 )  o n a a  + t e  + h + 6 > o6n t e h 6  ' I  saw . ' 

- t e  oc curs following a nasal , - ke elsewhere . The suffix refers t o  

p a s t  t ime , e ither recent o r  mid-distance . 
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Perfect : - ka a  � - t a a  

( 12 1 )  n a a  + k a a  + h + u > n a k a a h 6  ' I  have eaten . ' 

( 122 ) o n a a  + t a a  + m + i h  > o6n t a a m f h  ' He has s e e n . ' 

- t a a  occ urs following a nasal , - ka a  elsewhere . Several verb s , i . e .  

wowo 'mumu ' ;  wuwo ' s have ' ;  p e r a a  'paint ' ,  add an l a l  preceding the 

past and perfect suffixes . 

( 12 3 )  w u wo + k a a  + h + 6 > w u!ka a h 6  ' I  have s haved.  ' 

( e )  Number . Fifth order suffixes oc cur opt ionally , although 

rarely , and indicate number of t he subj ect . Singular is unmarked ; 

dual i s  rare ; p lural i s  common for the first person , rare for second . 

No number marking has been observed for third person , duals and p lurals 

being indicated by separate words where ne cessary . 

Dual : First person : - n t a  

( 12 4 )  n a a  + i ya a  + n t a  + h + 6 > n i ya a n t a 6  ' We two are eating . ' 

( The glottal stop of the indicat ive suffix i s  dropped following the 

dual suffix . )  

Second person : - n t  

( 12 5 )  n a a  + I ya a  + n t  + 6 2p > n i y a a�6 ' You two are eating . ' 

P lural : First person : - h i p e � - h i pa a  

( 12 6 ) n a a  + i y a a  + h i pe + h + 6 > n i ya a�h 6 ' We are eating . ' 

- h i p a a  oc curs before a nasal ; - h i pe elsewhere . 

Second person : - r  

( 12 7 )  n a a  + i ya a  + r + 6 >  n i y a a.!:.6 ' You a H  are eating . ' 

( f ) Desiderat ive : The se suffixes are optional and indicate 

desiderat ive mood . 

Simple des ire : - r a m  

( 12 8 )  n a a  + r a m  + u > n a r a m 6  ' I  wan t t o  eat . ' 

Thi s suffix has not been observed oc curring with tense or aspect 

suffixe s . 

Immediate des ire : - n owam 

( 129 ) n a a  + n owam + 6 > n a a n owam6 ' I  wan t to eat  right no t .  ' 

Some t ime s this suffix expre s s e s  the idea ' abou t to ' .  

( 1 3 0 )  a a h  'rain ' + y a a  'do ' + nowam + i h  > a a h  y a a n owa m f h  ' It i s  about -----
to rai n .  ' 

In medial c laus e s  the -wam may drop . In forming the interrogat ive 

with this  suffix , the nasal i s  replaced by the unidentified morpheme 

- r a  which i s  then followed by the interrogat ive suffix . 

( 1 3 1 )  n a a  + n owam + p + 6 > n a a n owa�p6 'Do you want to eat  now ? ' 
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( g )  Mood : The suffixes which occur in t h i s  order expres s  indica

t ive , interrogat ive and j us s ive moods . 

( i )  Indicat ive 

First person - - h  

( 13 2 )  n a a  + e + h + 6 > n e h 6  ' I  ate . ' 

Second person - � 
( 1 3 3 )  n a a  + e + il + 0 > n e o  ' You ate . ' 

Third person - - m  

( 1 34 ) n a a  + e + m + ( h  > n e m ( h  ' He ate . ' 

( ii )  Interrogat ive : 

First person - - r a p  

( 1 35 ) n a a  + n t e + r a p  + 6 > n a � n t e�6 'Sha l l  I e a t ? ' 

Second person - - p  

( 1 36 ) n a a  + I y a a  + p + 0 > n l y a a£o 'Are y ou eating ? ' 

Third person - - n a p  

( 1 3 7 )  n a a  + n t e  + n a p  + ( h  > n � n t e� (  ' Wi l l  h e  ea t ? ' 

( i i i )  Juss ive : The j us s ive suffixes expre s s  exhortation or per

mi s sion . In this latter sense they may often be trans lated by a polite 

que s t ion . 

First and second person - , - n 

( 1 3 8 )  n a a  + " n  + u > n a � n u  'May I eat ? ' 

( 1 39 ) n a a  + ' n  + 0 > n a � n o  ' You may eat . ' 

Third person - ' il  
( 1 40 ) n a a  + ' il  > n �  ' L e t  him eat . ' 

In this t hird person form the subj ect marker - i h  i s  lost . 

( h )  Person-subj ect : Thi s order of suffixes oc curs ob ligatorily in 

indicative and interrogat ive moods and also with first and second persons 

of the j us s ive . As noted above , it doe s not occur with the third person 

j us s iv8 nor with the imperative mood . 

First person - - 6  

( 14 1 )  n a a  + I ya a  + h + 6 > n i y a a h� ' I  am ea ting . ' 

Second person - - 0  

( 14 2 )  n a a  + i y a a  + 0 > n i y a a£' ' You are eating . ' 

Third person - - ( h  

( 1 4 3 )  n a a  + I y a a  + m + ( h  > n i y a a mi!!. ' He i 8  eating . ' 
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( i )  Emphat i c . The final order of suffixes oc curs opt ionally and 

indicat e s  degrees of emphasis . 

Emphat ic : - no � - n 60 

( 14 4 ) n a a  + e + h + 6 + n o  > n e h 6 no ' I  ate ! ' 

( 1 4 5 )  n a a  + noo > n a a n60 'Ea t ! ' 

- n60 occurs with the second person emphat ic imperat ive and third 

person j us sive j - n 6  elsewhere . 

Cert it ive : 

First and second persons : - m po 

( 1 4 6 )  n a a  + e + h + 6 + m p o  > n e h ump6 ' I  certain ly a te ! ' 

Third p erson : - po 

( 14 7 )  n a a  + e + m + r h  + po > n e m l Ei  'He certain Zy ate ! ' 

The final glottal stop of the person-subject suffix is dropped 

preceding - po .  

3 . 3 .  PART I C L ES 

There i s  a small , c losed class of monomorphemi c words which are 

neither nominals nor verbals and have a very limit ed occurrence with 

affixe s . I have termed these part icles  and they inc lude the negat ive 

r h y a a  which also oc curs in a shortened form as r ,  and p a r a  'jus t ' with 

its short form p a . They have been ob served to occur with the conditional 

suffix -ma and the emphatic - w a h  both of which can occur with almost all 

classes of words . 

Also inc luded in this category are the direct 1onals . The most c om

monly used o f  these are 0 ' direc t i o n  away ' and e 'direct ion t oward ' 

which may have been derived from the verbs 6 r o  ' g o ' and � r e  ' come ' .  

Other direct ionals are o r u n  ' direction downward ' ;  m u n  'direction up

wards ' ;  me ' here ' and mo ' there ' .  Exc lamations such as a a r ' oh ' may 

also be inc luded in this cat egory . 

4 .  N O U N  PHRASES 

4 . 0 .  NOUN PHRAS ES 

Agarabi noun phrases are of several types : modified , co-ordinat e ,  

p o s s e s s ive , appositional and relator-axis . All but the relator-axis 

phra s e s  oc cur in c laus e s  funct ioning as Subj ect or Obj ect . The re lat or

axis phrases occ ur in lateral slots such as Locat ion , Purpose , Reason 

and Instrument . 
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4 . 1 .  MOV I F I EV NOUN PHRAS ES 

Formula :  ±Modl : part ic le/adj l ±Mod2 : adj 2/phrase/clause + Head : 

NP ± Mod3 : adj 2/adj
3

/art i c le . 

The Modl slot is filled by a limited class of part i c les , p a r a  'jus t ' 

and ( h y a a  'no,  n o t ' or the demonstrat ive adj ect ive ma i ' th i s ,  t h e s e ' .  

The Mod2 s lot is  filled by the adj 2 c lass , an open c lass  which inc ludes 

quant ifiers and qualifiers . Phrases and c lauses  also may occur in this 

s lot . MOd3 s lot , fol lowing t he Head , may be fil led by adj 2 class es

pec ially if there is already a pre-Head modifier s lot fille d .  Otherwi se 

this post-Head s lot i s  filled by adj
3 

or an art i c le . Adj
3 

inc ludes a 

few adj ect ives which never oc cur pre-head such as a n a a  'on Zy ' and some 

numerals which oc cur in s light ly di fferent form in this s lot from the 

one that oc curs in the Mod2 slot . The art i c le is a n o  'a, the ' .  

Noun phrases that may occur as Head inc lude any noun which is  poten

t ially a phrase and other kinds of  expanded phrases  other than modified 

phras e s . 

( 1 4 8 )  a u y� n  kawe 
new a Zay . po t  

' New a Zay p o t ' 

( 14 9 )  p a r a  p a a � n  y a n a a h  
j u s t  sma Z Z  thing 

' Ju s t  a sma Z Z  thing ' 

( 15 0 )  t i y a a m ( h ka n  t l r a n t a m ( h k a n  y a n k a 
my - hands - two my-fe e t - two s ti a k  

' Twenty s t iaks ' 

( 15 1 )  a n a a t i k a y o  a n a a  
woman group onZy 

' On Zy the group of women ' 

( 152 ) ma i ( r a r a n  I y a a h i n  wa a n t a  
this s kirting b eing man 

' This  s kirting man ' 

( 15 3 )  k a a n  w a a n t a  
two man 

( 15 4 )  

' Two men ' 

ma i 
this 

wa a n t a  k a n a n  
man two 

' The s e  two men ' 

( 15 5 )  y u n a a n  n a n  w a a y a a  
food eating t a Z k  

' Ta Z k  of eating food ' 
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( 1 56 ) k a a k a n  a t f hma w a a l n  waa n t a 
big nos e - c ond s taying man 

'Man having a big nose ' 
(big n o s e - having man ) 

( 157 ) a n a a t i a n a  
woman the 

' The  woman ' 

( 15 8 )  ma h t a hema e e h y a n a i n  y a m � h  
mas ter- c ond oome u p  day 

' The  day the Mas ter oome s up ' 

4 . 2 .  S E R I A L  NOUN PHRAS ES 

Serial noun phrases occur as Subj ect and Obj ect in c laus e s  and may 

fill nuclear or lateral s lots in phras e s . They are divided into two 

types , compound and alternate . 

4 . 2 . 1 . C o m p o u n d  

n Formula : + HI
: NP + H2 : NP ± H 3 : NP 

There is no limitat ion on the number of Head slots  nor on the nouns 

which may oc cur as fillers . The noun phrases which may occur as fillers 

are modified , pos s e s sor-item or relat or-axis phrase s .  

( 159 ) f t a n a  �we 
bow arrow 

, Bow and arrows ' 

( 16 0 )  t i n a a h u  t i r a a ho t i k e ko 
my-grandfather my -grandmother my -great-grandfather 

t i ka a ko 
my- great- grandmother 

'My anoes tors ' 

( 16 1 )  ma n a a  ma h t a h e  ma h t a h  K e t i n am a h  
o n e  mas ter master Casey -wi th 

' One  white  man and Mr Casey ' 

( 162 ) a n a a t i  k a yo a a r f n t a  kayo  
woman group g i r l  group 

' Women ' s  group (and) gir l ' s group ' 

( 16 3 )  t i h k u r u  ( ya m p o n  a n o h e  a po h e  
sohoo l ohi ld mother father 

' Sohoo l ohi ldren ' s  mothers and fa thers ' 

( 16 4 )  m ( n o h  wa a n t a  p � ma a ra a  
a l l  man youth 

'A l l  t h e  men and youths ' 
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When the Head i s  filled b y  single nouns one o r  both may opt ionally 

oc cur with suffixe s ,  -wa h ,  - n a ma h 'wi th/and ' .  When filled by phrases 

t he nouns filling the Head s lots in the phrase may t ake these opt ional 

suffixes . 

( 16 5 )  f t a n a -wa h 
bow-and 

uwe - w a h  
arrow-and 

' B ow and arrows ' 

( 166 ) m a n a a  m a h t a h e - w a h  m a h t a h  K e t l - n a m a h  
one master-and mas ter Cas ey-wi th 

' One  whi t e  man and Mr Cas ey ' 

There need not be t he same suffix on each noun even when t here is a 

long list ( or ,  perhap s , espec ially when there is a long list ) .  It doe s 

not seem t o  affect the meaning , with the p o s s ib le except ion of the 

cont ext of a mot i on verb . 

( 167 ) a n a a t i wa a n t a  o r em f h  
woman man go-nt-3p 

'Men and women went ' 

( 16 8 )  a n a a t i  w a a n t a - n a m a h  o r em f h  
woman men -with go-nt- 3p 

' The  women went w i t h  the men ' 

4 . 2 . 2 .  A l t e r n a t e  

Formula : + H :  int o com .  sentence + H :  int o com .  sentence 

The se interrogat ive comment sentences occurring in c l ause level 

s lots are normally minimal , consist ing of one phonological word in 

each Head s lot . 

( 169 ) U k a r a m  - p a t  - a p f P u n a a n o  - p a t - a p f  
Ukaran - a t  - int Punano - a t  - int 

'A t Ukarumpa or at Punan o ? ' 

4 . 3 .  POSS ESS I V E NOUN PHRASES 

These may be j ust  types of modified phrases ;  but are , at the moment , 

classes  as a different type . There are several sub-types , p o s s e s s or

alienab le item, p o s s e s sor-inalienab le item and specifier-item phrases .  

4 . 3 . 1 .  Po s s e s s o r - a l i e n a b l e I t em 

Formula : +Pos s : NP1/Pro + H :  NP2/RAP 

The nouns or pronouns occurring in Pos s . s lot are obligatorily 

suffixed by - I  ' po s s e s s ive ' . 
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( 17 0 ) we - i wa r u  - p a h  
he -poss  vi L Lag e - a t  

'A t his  p Lace/v i L Lage ' 

( 17 1 )  w a a n t a  - I yo r a n  
man-poss  work 

'Men ' s  work ' 

4 . 3 . 2 .  Po s s e s s o r - i n a l i e n a b l e  It em 

Formula : + Poss : NP 1/Pro + H :  NP2 
Nouns occurring in the Head slot are either those with an obligatory 

personal referent prefix or the limited group which oc cur with the s e  

pre fixe s in this construction only . 

( 17 2 )  pon  a - ma a h  
p i g  his- house 

' Pig ' s  house ' 

( 17 3 )  t e  t l  - wa a p u  
I my - husband 

'My husband ' 

( 1 7 4 )  pon  a - yo 
pig his- hair 

' Pig ' s  bris t Les ' 

( 17 5 )  M a h mu n ( n ko a - n a a y a m u n  
Ma tmuninko h i s  - chin 

'Ma tmuninko ' s  chin ' 

( 1 76 )  ma i wa a n t a  a - w i h  
this man his  - name 

' This man ' s  name ' 

( 1 7 7 )  t l h k u r u  ( y a m pon  a - n o h e  a - p o h e  
s choo L chi Ld his-m o t her h i s - father 

' Schoo L chi ldren ' s  paren t s ' 

4 . 3 . 3 .  S p e c i f i e r - i t e m  

Formula : + Spec : NP + H :  NP 

Fillers of Specifier and Item s lots  may be single nouns or expansions . 

No obligat ory affixes occur but order is s ignificant . 

( 17 8 )  a n a a t l k a p ( n a a  
Woman s k i r t  

' Woman ' s  s k ir t ' 

( 1 7 9 ) u r a a  a n u  
p i tp i t  hi L L  

' P i tp i t  hi L L ' 



( 1 8 0 )  y o r a n  w� a n t �  
work man 

' Workman ' 
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( 18 1 )  P u n a a n o  a a r f n t a k � yo 
Punano g i r L  group 

' Punano gir L ' 8  group ' 

( 18 2 )  k � � k a n  rn 6 n o h  n � rn u n  
big re L igion bui Lding 

' Big church ' 
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These phrases may be  dist ingui shed from serial noun phrases by 

intonat ion and by permutat ion poss ibilit ie s .  Serial phrases may change 

order without a corresponding change of meaning ; p o s s e s s ive p hrases 

c hange meaning when their order is  changed . Pos se s s ive phrases normally 

have fewer nuc lear items except in the more comp l i c ated kinship terms , 

whereas serial phrases  have been observed t o  have up t o  14 nuclear 

items . 

( 18 3 )  y a a h u n  t i r e a r a n �  a arno t u t i y � � h  ka t a p e h  
8we e t  potato corn cucumber me Lon 8qua8h sugarcane banana type 

a y a a r a a n  a m p a k u h  a p o J a n  m a h y a n  y a n a a h  u ma n t l  
banana type banana type banana type greens taro type taro type 

owa 
yam 

' Sw e e t  potatoes,  corn, cucumbers,  me Lon8,  squas h, sugarcan e ,  

banana type s ,  greens , taro t y p e s  a n d  yams ' 

4 . 4 .  APPOS I T I ONA L NOUN PHRAS E 

Formula : + APP1 : NP!c lause + APP2 : NP!clause ± APP 3 : NP 

When a s ingle noun occurs in APP 1 ' APP2 is usually filled by a phrase . 

Noun phrases which have been noted are the modi fied noun phrase ,  pos

sess ive , serial and Relator-Axis phrases . 

( 1 84 ) � n u  - p a h , u r a a  a n u  - p a h  
hi L L  - at  p i tp i t hi L L  - a t  

' On t h e  hi L L, Pitpi t  hi L L ' 

( 1 8 5 )  rn f n o h  y a n a a h , y u n a � n  
a L L  thing food 

'A L L  things,  food . . .  ' 

( 1 8 6 )  wa a n t a  f y a rn po n . k a a k a n  f ya rn po n . t f h t o h  f ya rn p o n  
m a n  b o y  big boy sma L L  boy 

' Men (and) b OY 8 ,  big bOY 8 ,  8ma L L  bOY8 ' 

( 18 7 )  p e e p a h  - rna e r e i n  rn� 1 k f y a a h pe 
before- cond coming t h i 8  kiap ( government officer) 

' (The one )  that came before,  that offi cer ' 
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Intonat ion , repetit ion o f  an item or the demonstrat ive , ma i ' this/ 

that ' ,  mark the oc currence of an appositional phrase . Occasionally 

the apposit ional phrase become s quit e complex . 

( 1 8 8 ) y u n a a n ,  y a a h  t a po , p�n , ma l y a n a a h  
food sugarcane greens p i g  this thing 

' Food, sugarcane ,  gree n s ,  pork, those things ' 

The above i s  an example of double appo s i t ion . There is also t he 

pos s ib i lity o f  such a double apposition which refers back t o  yet 

another item. 

( 1 89 ) p e e p a h  m a n a a  wa a n t a  am f n  wa a r e h l n  ma i wa a n t a  n a mp l t l p a h  
before one man g�v�ng s tay ing this man coas t - a t  

o wa a r e n  e r e i n  ma i w a a n t a  a n o  
dir s tay coming this man the 

' Before they gave her to one man, s taying this man (who ) s tayed 

a t  t h e  coas t and cam e ,  this man . . .  ' 

4 . 5 .  RE LATO R - AX I S  PHRAS E 

Relat or-Axis phrases in Agarabi are composed of a word , phrase or 

c lause p lus a clitic  which relat e s  to the whole phrase . They are more 

o ften composed of a s ingle word p lus clitic . The Time s lot may be 

filled by a Relator-Axis phrase and Locat ion , Instrument , Reason and 

Purpose s lo t s  are ob ligat orily filled by them . 

4 . 5 . 1 .  L o c a t i o n a 1 RIA P h r a s e  

Formula : + Ax : NP/Pro/Clause/QW + Re : loc 

The se are the most common in occurrence and cons ist of an Axis s lot 

fil led by an inc luded c lause , noun phrase , noun or pronoun or quest ion 

word and a Relator s lot filled by a locat ive enc lit ic , - p a h  ' at/to/p Lace ' ,  

- t a h  ' o n ' ,  - p f n  ' in ' ,  - t e h  'from ' .  Locat ion Re lator-Axis phrases obl iga

torily fill the Locat ion slot in a clause . 

( 19 0 ) w a r u  p a h  
vi L Lag e - a t  

' A t  the v i L Lage ' 

( 19 1 )  n 6 n  a r u  - p a h  
water bank-at  

'At  the river bank ' 

( 19 2 )  t l h t u a a h  wo l w a a l h  p a h  
s tore b o y  s taying - a t  

' A t  t h e  s tore c Lerk ' s  p Lace ' 

( 1 9 3 )  i n t e  - p a h  - k e t  - a h  
where - a t  from - int 

, From where ? '  
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( 19 4 )  t i - r � h  kaa  - 0 - n a  
me hur t - p f  - 2p - ger 

- pa h 
- a t  

' The p Lace �here y ou hurt me ' 

4 . 5 . 2 .  T e m p o r a l  RIA Ph r a s e  

Formula :  + Ax : NP/Pro/Spec + Re : loc 

Temporal Relat or-Axis phrases opt ionally fill the Time s lot in 

c laus e s . 

( 19 5 )  ma n a a  o r e n a  - r a h  
one y ear - on 

' For one year ' 

( 19 6 )  t a r e h a a  t e h t i m  - p ( n  
no� our - in 

' No� in  our time ' 

( 19 7 )  T a a r a r e - t a h  
Saturday - on 

' On Saturday ' 

4 . 5 . 3 .  I n s t r u m e n t  RIA Ph r a s e  

Formula : + Ax : NP + Re l : ins ± Re 2 : loc 

Instrument R/A phrases obligatorily fill the Instrument s lot in 

c lauses .  

( 19 8 )  w ( t u ka a  - poh 
sma l l .  knife - w i t h  

' Wi t h  a sma L L  knife ' 

( 199 ) ( t a n a  - poh  - keh  
b o �  - � i t h  - from 

' Wi t h  a bo� ' 

4 . 5 . 4 .  Rea s o n  RIA Ph r a s e  

5 9  

There are t hree types o f  Reason R/A Phrases which fill the Reason 

slot in Intransit ive C laus e s . 

4 . 5 . 4 . 1 .  The first type occurs with verb s of emot ion . Formula : + Ax : 

NP/Pro + Reas : - a n . - a n  occurs following a nasal ; - n a n  elsewhere . 

( 20 0 )  a p a a n  - a n  p e e h  y e  - n 

( 20 1 )  

s orc�rer - o f  fear do/nt - 3p 

' They are afraid of the s orcerer ' 

a - n o  h e  - n a n  r p r h  
h i s  - mother - for cry 

y - I y a a  - m - r h  
do - cont - ind - 3p 

'He  is crying for his mother ' 
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4 . 5 . 4 . 2 .  The sec ond type occurs with verbs of  mot ion . Formula : + Ax : 

NP/Pro + Reason : - r on . - r on  oc curs following vowels , - kon  following 

glottal stop and - t on  following nasals . 

( 20 2 )  waa  - ron  o r  - e - m - f h  
man - for go  - nt - ind - 3p 

' She  wen t for a man ' 

( 2 0 3 )  f d  - i h - kon  or  - e - 0 
fire - top - for go - int - 2p 

' Did y ou go  for firewood ? ' 

weh i , - t o n  e r  - e - m f h  w e n  ( 20 4 )  
s h e  him for come - nt - ind - 3p 

' She came for him ' 

4 . 5 . 4 . 3 .  The third type occurs with the verb y o t e  ' s earch ' .  Formula : 

+ Ax : NP/Pro + Reas : -w� n 

( 205 ) t a r e h a a  Kom pa  t o h p e  - w � n  y o t  - I ya a  - m - f h  
today Kompa mache te - for search - cont - ind - 3p 

' Today Kompa is s earching for the mach e t e ' 

4 . 6 .  NUMERA L PHRAS E 

Numbers higher than five are formed by phras e s  or c lause s .  The 

interpretation of s ome items is uncertain . 

( 206 ) a p a h  - p a h  a kah  y e  n 
? - at dir put do/nt - 3p 

( 20 7 )  

' Six ' 

t i - y a a m  - f h  - k � n  
m y  - hand - t o p  - two 

' Twenty ' 

5 .  V ERB PHRASES 

5 . 0 .  VERB PHRAS ES 

t l  - r a n t a m  - fh - k � n  
m y  - foo t  - t o p  - two 

Agarab i verb phrases are of two maj or types , modified and compound . 

There are also some close-knit phrases of verb p lus verb . Verb phrases 

primarily fill the predicate s lot in c laus e s , but may also oc cur as 

embedded modificat ions in other structures . 

5 . 1 .  MOV I F I EV VERB PHRAS ES 

Modi fied verb phrases consist of an obligatory Head s lot filled by a 

verb and optional lateral s lot s ,  Manner and Direct ion . 
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( 2 0 8 )  . . . wa r e  mo a me  
take there him - give  

' . . .  take  and give  to him there ' 

( 2 0 9 )  y u n  w a a  - p 0 
up . here s tay - int - 2p 

'Are you up here ? '  

( 2 10 ) a r n e  o ro 
quiakly go/2p/impv 

' Go quiak ly ' 

( 21 1 )  t a t o o r e  t e  noo 
s low ly say - 2p/impv-emph 

' Say it s low ly ! ' 

( 2 12 ) a r n e  0 wa r a a  
quiak ly dir take/2p/impv 

' Take i t  there quiak ly ' 

5 . 2 .  COMPOUNV VERB PHRASES 
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Compound verb phrases consist of  a verb p lus an auxiliary , both be ing 

ob ligatory . There are several auxiliarie s ,  which occur as main verb s 

in other construct ions , though the meaning there is different . In the 

verb p lus auxiliary sequence the meaning is  carried by the main verb 

and the auxiliary carrie s the suffixes . The auxiliaries are y a a  ' do ' ,  

o ' b e ' ,  also n a a  and p a a  of the unident ified meanings . 

The four types of compound verb phrases which have been observed are 

Simple auxiliary , Abi litat ive auxiliary , Hab ituative auxiliary and 

Contrary-to-fact auxiliary . 

5 . 2 . 1 .  S i m p l e Au x i l i a ry 

Formula : + H :  Vb l + Aux : y a a  

The nuc leus i s  fil led by a verb which cons i s t s  of  a stem with appro

priate vowe l change s ,  p lus a final glottal stop . The auxiliary whi ch 

fil l s  the Aux s lot is the verb yaa ' do ' .  The main verb carries most of 

the lexical meaning , but no suffixes . The auxiliary carries the tens e ,  

aspect and person-subj ect suffixe s .  There often seems t o  b e  no dif

ference in meaning from other non-auxiliary forms of the main verb , 

but this  type of phrase i s  very common . 

( 2 1 3 )  nah  y - e - m - t h  
eat  d o  - nt - ind - 3p 

' He ate ' 
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5 . 2 . 2 .  A b i l i t a t i v e Au x i l i a ry 

Formula :  + H :  vb 2 + Aux : 0 

Any verb may fill the Head s lot and the Aux . s lot i s  fil led by 0 

' b e ' .  Here , too , the auxiliary is marked with tense , aspect and person

subj ect suffixe s .  The main verb cons i s t s  o f  a stem p lus the ab ilitat ive 

suffix , - r e n , the whole phrase indicat e s  the abi litat ive mood . 

( 2 1 4 ) n a a  - r e n  e - m ( h  
eat  - abi l  be/nt - ind - 3p 

' He is ab Le  to eat ' 

5 . 2 . 3 .  H a b i t u a t i v e  Au x i l i a ry 

Formula :  + H :  Vb 3 + Aux : 0 

The main verb fills the nuc lear s lot and consists  of the verb in the 

neutral tense p lus glottal stop . The auxiliary , 0 'be ' ,  fills the 

lateral s lot in the cont inuat ive aspect which replaces the st em- final 

vowe l - in thi s  case , the whole stem .  The form cons i s t s  of - l y a a  ' cont ' 

p lus person-subj ect suffixes . 

( 2 1 5 ) n e h  l y a a  - m - f h  
e a t  b e/cont - ind - 3p 

' He eats habi tua l ly ' 

5 . 2 . 4 .  C o n t r a ry - t o - F a c t  Au x i l i a ry 

Formula : + H :  vb4 + Aux : n a  

The main verb f i l l s  the Head s lot and cons i s t s  of  stem p lus glottal 

stop with high t one on the final vowel . N a  fills the Aux . s lot and i s  

affixed for narrat ive and person- subj ect . This phrase indicat es  

contrary-to- fact mood . 

( 2 1 6 ) 6w� r � � h  n a  - r e  - h • . •  

make eat  - narr - Ip 

'I would have made . . .  ' 

5 . 3 .  C LOSE - KN I T  PHRAS E12 

The c lose-knit phrase of verb p lus verb also occurs commonly . In 

contrast t o  the auxiliary phrase both verb s add s ome lexical meaning 

in t he c lose-knit phrase . One common phrase cons i s t s  of t i ,  a form of 

the verb t e  ' say ' ,  p lus ame  ' g i v e ' .  In combinat ion the phrase means 

' te I I  I .  

( 2 17 ) 4!e n a  - pcfh m o  t (  a - m e  - m  - f h 
o t her - at there say him - give/nt-ind- 3p 

' He to ld him a t  another p lace ' 
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Another common c lose-knit phrase cons i s t s  of  wa r a a  ' g e t ,  take ' plus 

either e r e  ' come ' or 6ro 'go ' .  With this combinat ion the first verb 

is marked for person-subj ect ( with the medial forms ) .  The mot ion verb 

also carries t he suffixe s for person-subj ect and any others which may 

be appropriate . The only word which has been observed t o  come between 

the two verb s is one of the direct ionals , most often e or o .  

( 2 1 8 )  ( t a n a  wa r e  - n 
bow g e t/nt - 3p 

er - e - m - ( h  
come -nt- ind - 3p 

' He broug h t  the bow ' 

( 2 19 ) y u n a a n  wa r e  - h 6 r  - e - h - � 
food g e t/nt - lp go - nt - ind - lp 

' I  took the food ' 

6 .  C LAU S E S  

6 . 0 .  AGARA8 1  C LAUS ES 

An Agarabi c lause is  a grammat ical unit , the predicate of which is 

the nucleus and the minimum manifestat ion . The three basic types are 

trans itive , intransit ive and equat ive , each of which may occur as 

medial or final c lause in a sentence or embedded in other c lause- leve l 

slot s .  The type i s  determined by the verb s which may oc cur in the pre

dicate s lot and by which of the lateral slots  are obligatorily present 

or ab sent . 

6 . 1 .  Re g u l a r  T r a n s i t i v e C l a u s e  

Formula : ± T :  temp . phr . /temp . c l  ± L :  R/Aloc/cl ± S :  NP/Pro/cl 
+ 

± 1 :0 . : NP/Pro/c l + Ins :  R/Ai ± 0 :  NP/Pro/cl ± N :  i h y a a  + Pred : VPt ns rans 
The regular t rans it ive c lause cons i s t s  of an obligat ory predicate 

slot filled by a verb phrase which has an obligat ory trans itive verb . 

All other s lot s are opt ional and may vary some in order though that of 

the formula is typ ical . 

It is rare t o  find all slot s filled in any one c lause . Three or four 

is more common and a c lause may consist of j ust  the Predicate . 

The Subj ect , Obj ect and Indirect Obj ect tagmeme s can be filled by 

the s ame types of  constructions except that the Obj ect word may have a 

final nasal as a marker . The Indirect Obj ect and Instrument do not 

co-occ ur . The Negat ive s lot is  filled by the part i c le i h y a a  ' n o ,  n o t ' 

or i t s  shortened form , i h .  

( 2 20 ) p e e p a h  wa a r a h  waa n t a  y u n a a n  
before Barapa man food 

' Before the Barapa men gave 

a - m i  k a a  - m ( h  
them- give - p f  - ind - 3p 

them food ' 
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( 22 1 )  

( 22 2 )  

( 22 3 ) 
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� n �  p (n t apo k u h  y a  n 
bamboo - in greens cook do -nt/d . s . - 3p . med 

' She  cooked greens in  a bamboo . . .  ' 

t o h p e  poh a - n kam - e m ( h 
mac h e t e  - with  i t  - h i t  - nt - 3p 

' He hit it with a mache te ' 

m a n a a  wu h ku w e n  a m e _ m 
one book him him - give - nt - ind 

' She gave him one book ' 

- ( h  
3p 

6 . 1 . 2 .  Q u o t a t i o n C l a u s e  

This type o f  transit ive c lause i s  much more restric t e d .  The Obj ect 

s lot i s  filled by the quote whic h  may be any leve l from the word through 

discourse . The Predicate s lot is filled by the verb t e  ' say ' or s ome 

similar verb . 

( 2 2 4 )  T e h l o e n  wa a h  - n �  t a t 06 r e h  wa r a �  - n t e  - h - U - n o  
I new s tay - ger l.at:er g e t  - fut - ind - I p  - emph 

l h i w a r a a  - noo t e  - h - U 
You g e t/impv - emph say/nt - ind - Ip 

' "I. b e ing young. wi Z l.  g e t  ( i t )  l.ater . You g e t  ( i t )  now ! "  I said ' 

6 . 2 .  I NTRANS I TI V E C LAUS ES 

Intransit ive c lauses have an obligatory Predicate s lot filled by a 

verb phrase with an intransit ive verb as Head . Some of the s ame 

tagmemes oc cur as in Transit ive c lauses and have the same types of 

construct ions as fil lers . It should be noted , however , that the Obj ect 

tagmeme is  obl igatorily ab sent from Intransit ive c lause s  and the Reason 

tagmeme does not occur in Transit ive c lauses . 

6 . 2 . 1 .  Ty p e  

Formula :  ± T :  temp . phr/t emp . c l  ± L :  R/Aloc/cl ± S :  NP/Pro/cl 

± Reas : R/Areas ± Neg : I h y a a  + Pred : VPint r 
( See sect ion 5 . 5 . 4 .  for fil lers of the Reason s l ot ) .  

( 2 2 5 )  t a r e h a a  k a m a n  i e r  - e - i - n 
now government come -nt - 3d . s .  - 3p . med 

'Now the government came . . .  ' 

( 22 6 )  a a r f n t �  k � y o  ( r� - i h  - kon  6 r  - I y a a  m - ( h  
g i r l.  group fire - top - for g o  - cont - ind - 3 p  

' The gir l. ' s  group is  going for firewood ' 

( 22 7 )  6 h  - e - m - ( h  
n o t  go . up - nt - ind - 3p 

' He didn ' t  go  up ' 
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6 . 2 . 2 .  Ty p e  2 

The Reason s lot doe s not occur in thi s  construct ion . Formula : 

± T :  temp . phr/ temp c l .  ± L :  R/Aloc/cl ± S :  NP/Pro/ c l  ± Neg : i h y a a  

+ Pred : VPint r2 

( 2 2 8 )  m a i - r a h  k u m a n e  
this - o n  s i t/2p . impv 

, Si t down here ' 

( 22 9 )  m a a h  - n a a u m  p e n w a a  - ke - n 
house - inside - in s tay - pst - 3p 

'It was in the house ' 

( 2 30 ) wa a n t a  k o k o n  w a a  - r e  - m - ( h  
man many s tay - narr - ind - 3p 

'Many men s tayed ' 

6 . 3 .  EQUAT I O N A L  C LAUS ES 

6 5  

Equat ional c laus e s  are of two types . 1 3  One has an obligat ory 

predicate filled by the verb 0 ' b e ' ;  the other , a minimal c lause , has 

a noun , pronoun or modi fier occurring with the verbaliser suffix - i h ,  

except where the word ends in i h .  

6 . 3 . 1 .  Ty p e  

Formula : ± S :  NP/Pro/c l + Com :  NP/Pro/Mod + Pred : 0 
( 2 3 1 )  w a a n t a - i h  e - m - f h  

man - vb l b e /nt - ind - 3p 

, He is  a man ' 

( 2 3 2 ) t - ( h  i ya a  h - 6 - n o  
my - s i ckness b e/cont - ind - I p  - emph 

' I  am s i c k ! ' 

( 2 3 3 )  k H k a n  - f h  e - m - r h  
big - vb l b e/nt - ind - 3p 

'It is  big ' 

( 2 3 4 )  w� n i  pon  k a a k a n  - ( h  e - m -
his pig b ig - vbl b e /nt - ind -

' His pig is big ' 

( 2 3 5 )  t e t i h  - n a  i h  e - m - r h  
my - thing - vbl b e /nt - ind - 3p 

, It is  mine ' 

6 . 3 . 2 .  Ty p e  2 

Formula :  + H :  NP/Pro/Mod + vbl :  - i h  

r h  
3p 

Though t he verbaliser - r h is  t he most common , first and second person 

forms , - 6  and - 6 , also oc cur . 
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( 2 3 6 )  w� � n t �  - i h  
man - vb l 

' He i a  a man ' 

( 2 3 7 )  k a a k a n  - ( h  
big - vb l 

' It ia b i g ' 

( 2 3 8 )  we i h  - n �  - i h  
her - thing - vb l 

'It  i a  hera ' 

( 2 39 ) t e h i - U - n o  
I - vbl - emph 

'It  ia I '  

6 . 4 .  MOOV 

Another dimension t o  be considered is  that of  mood . All  three types 

o f  c lauses may be marked for mood , but only those which oc cur fina l ly 

in a s tring . Medial clauses whether the same or di fferent subj ect do 

not normal ly occur wit h mood suffixes .  

mood i s  marked only paragraph finally . 

6 . 4 . 1 .  Im p e r a t i v e M o o d  

Thus , i n  t h e  present analy s i s , 

Indicat ive mood i s  unmarked .  

A s  ment ioned earlier ( see sect ion 3 . 0 . ) the minimal form o f  the verb 

expres s e s  imperat ive mood . An imp erat ive c lause usually oc curs with 

fewer tagmemes than an indicat ive and may be either t rans it ive or 

intransit ive . It could , potential ly ,  oc cur with the equat ional , as 

the verb 0 oc curs as an imperat ive in auxiliary verb phras e s ; but I 

have not observed any . 

( a )  

( 2 4 0 )  

( 2 4 1 )  

( b )  

( 2 4 2 )  

( 2 4 3 )  

Transitive : 

w u k u  t i  - m e  
b o o k  me - give/impv 

' Give  me the book ' 

I ya n  p a h k a a  
dog h o ld/impv 

' Ho ld the dog ' 

Intrans it ive 

wa r u  p � h  o r o  
v i Hage - at  go/impv -

' Go to the vi l lage ! ' 

d h koh - k � h  k u m� n e  
bench - on a i t /impv 

' S i t  on the bench ' 

noo 
emph 
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6 . 4 . 2 .  I n t e r r o g a t i v e  M o o d  

Interrogat ive mood i s  signalled by the suffixes des cribed i n  sect ion 

3 . 2 . 2 . 2 . ( g )  and oc curs on all c lause types . There are three types of  

quest ions : the first exp e c t s  yes/no answers ; the second either yes/no 

or expansion ;  the third exp e c t s  informat ion . The first two require 

only interrogat ive suffixes , the third oc curs with que st ion words , too . 

6 . 4 . 2 . 1 .  Ye.� / N o  QLLe.�.tion� 

( a )  Trans it ive : 

( 2 4 4 )  y u n a a n  n a  - n t e  - p - 6 
food eat  fut int - 2p 

' Wi 1- 1- y ou eat  food? ' 

( 2 4 5 )  yo h k i  t e t e ho6 - n t e  - r a p  - , 
u 

dish wash - fut - int - lp 

, Sha H I wash the dishes ? '  

( b )  Intrans it ive : 

( 2 4 6 )  wa a n t a  k a y o  6 r  - e - n a p  - f 
man group go - nt - int - lp 

' Did the men g o ? ' 

( c )  Equat ional .  This mood often oc curs with Type 2 in which the 

interrogative suffix o c c urs on the nominal word in the form of - p � - a p .  

- p  occurs following vowel-final words ; - a p  elsewhere . First and second 

person forms have not been ob s erved . 

( 2 4 7 )  waa n t a  - p - ( 
man - int - vb l 

' Is i t  a man ? ' 

( 24 8 )  k a a k a n  - a p  - ( 
big - int - vb l 

' Is i t  b ig ? ' 

6 . 4 . 2 . 2 .  Al.te.�n�.tio n 

Alt ernat ion quest ions expre s s  alternat ives and require two c laus e s , 

each occurring with interrogative suffixes . The second c lause may have 

a full predicate or j ust the negat ive plus interrogat ive suffix . 

( 2 4 9 )  6 r f  - n t e  - p - 6 p a  wa n t e  p 6 
go - fut - int - 2p jus t s tay - fut - int - 2p 

' Wi l l  you go? or wi l l  you j u s t  s tay ? ' 

( 2 5 0 )  6 r  - e - n a p  - I - p - f 
go - nt - int - 3p n o t  - int - 3p 

'Did he  g o ?  or n o t ? ' 
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6 . 4 . 2 . 3 . I n 6 o �matio n Que4tio n 

In this type o f  c lause there is an obligatory quest ion word as we l l  

a s  the interrogat ive suffixes . 

( 2 5 1 )  I n t e  - p a h  - k « h  - a h  e r  - e - n a p  - t 
where - at  - from- int come - nt - int - 3p 

' Where did he  come from ? ' 

( 25 2 )  i ye 6 r  - I ya a  - n a p  - ( 
who go - cont - int - 3p 

' Who  i s  going ? ' 

( 25 3 )  n a h ( - t a h  I ya a  - p - 6 
what - int cont - int - 2p 

' What are you doing ? ' 

In idiomat ic speech a shortened form often occ urs which omi t s  the 

verb where 6 r o ' g o ' i s  understood . 

( 25 4 )  i n t e h  - I y a a  - p - 6 
where - cont - int - 2p 

' Where are you going ? ' 

6 . 5 .  C O - ORV I NATING C LAUSES 

There are several types of c o-ordinat ing c laus e s . Some expres s  a 

t ime difference with the following c laus e ;  others expres s  di fferent 

kinds of  dependence of one c lause upon the other , such as condit ion 

or purpose .  

A l l  medial c lauses expre s s  relationships 

medial c lause and the one that follows it . 

affixat ion of the verb in the first c lause . 

between the subj ect of the 

This  i s  indicat ed by the 

The affixat ion di ffers 

depending on whether the subj ect of  the two c lauses  is  the same or 

different . 

6 . 5 . 1 . Re l a t i o n s h i p  o f  Su bj e c t s  

I f  t h e  subj e c t s  are the same only one person-subject suffix occurs 

on the medial verb . These suffixes are a shortened form of those which 

oc cur on final c lause verb s . 

First p erson : 

Second person : 

Third person : 

( 2 5 5 )  t e h l e r  
I come 

-h ( glottal stop ) 

# ( unmarked ) 

- n  

- e - h t e  - h - � 
- nt - Tp say/nt - ind - lp 

' I  came and spoke ' 
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( 2 56 ) � h i  � r  - e t e  - 6 

( 2 5 7 )  

y o u  come-nt - 3 p  say/nt - 2p 

' You came and spoke ' 

w e h i e r  
he come 

- e - n te m ( h  
- nt - 3p say/nt - ind - 3p 

' He came and spoke ' 

69  

If  the subj e c t s  of  the two c lauses  are different the medial c lause 

has a verb which oc curs with two person-subject suffixes , the first of 

which indicates the subj ect of  that c lause . The second suffix indicat e s  

t h e  subj ect of  t he following c lause . The following are t h o s e  which 

occur with the neutral and future tenses . 14  

First person : 

Sec ond person : 

Third person : , 
- I  

( 2 5 8 )  

( 259 ) 

t e h  i e r  - e k e  � h i t e  - 6 
1 come - nt - lp you say/nt - 2p 

' 1  came and you taLked ' 

e h  i � r - e - t f  - n 
you come - nt - 2p-3p 

' You came and he t a L ked ' 

t e  - m - r h  
say/nt - ind - 3p 

( 2 60 ) w � h i � r r  - n t  - r - h t e e  - n t e  - h - U 
he come - fut - 3p - lp say - fut - ind - lp 

' He wi L L  come and 1 wi L L  t a L k ' 

6 . 5 . 2 .  T i m e Re l a t i o n s h i p s 

These are indicated by the tense suffixe s which occur with the verb 

in the medial c lause . If neutral tense suffix occurs with the medial 

verb , it t ake s its tense from the following c lause . 

6 . 5 . 2 . 1 . Close-knit seuqence s  in which one action fol lows c losely 

after another or are seen as a unit . 

( 2 6 1 )  k u r - e - n n �  - n t e  - m - ( h  
cook - nt - 3 p  eat  - fut - ind - 3p 

' He wi L L  cook and eat ' 

( 2 62 ) k u r  - e - t (  - h n a �  - n t e - h - U 
cook - nt - 2p - lp eat  - fut - ind - lp 

' You cook,  1 wi L L  eat ' 

6 . 5 . 2 . 2 .  When two or more c laus e s  are in loose-knit sequence , the 

actions occurring with a separation in t ime or unrelated , the medial 

verb will oc cur with some type of tense or aspect suffixes . 
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( a )  

( 2 6 3 )  

Suc c e s sive act ions are indicated by the narrat ive suffix , - r e o  

w a a  - r e  - h r n t  - e - h e r  - e - h - 6 
s tay - narr - lp finish - nt - lp eome - nt - ind - lp 

' I  s tayed, finished and eame ' 

( b )  Actions separat ed in t ime . 

( i )  The act ion expres sed in the first c lause t akes p lace first 

indicated by the past suffix - ke on the verb of the first c lause . 

( 26 4 ) 6 r r - ke  - n � w � h  y a  - ke  - n . . .  
go - past - 3p make do - past - 3p 

' They went, made . . .  ' 

( 1 1 )  The first action is completed before the second take s 

p lace . The verb of the first c laus e is  marked with the suffix -we "-
, , ( 26 5 )  k ( y a a h pe 6 r f r h d r �wo6 - ma - W I  - n t  - - n t e -

kiap - if go  - comp - fut - 3p - lp us - fig h t  - fut -

h - , 
u 

ind - lp 

' If the kiap g o e s ,  we wi Z Z  fig h t ' 

( c )  S imultaneous actions . Simultaneous act ions are indicated by 

the suffixes - � n e  and - � ke . the first occurring when the following 

verb is a verb of mot ion , - � ke  with others . 

( 2 6 6 )  w a n o  � � t r y a a n  r n r - � n e  - n  e r e r n  . . •  

Jew ' s  harp s ounding hear-whi le- 3p eorning 

' . . .  whi le he was hearing the sound of the Jew ' s  harp he  was 
. 

, eom'l-ng . . .  

( 2 67 ) e r  - i ya a  - � k e  - n t e  - m - r h 
eome - cont- whi le- 3p say -ind- 3p 

, . . .  as he was eoming he said . . .  ' 

6 . 5 . 3 .  P u r p o s e  C l a u s e s  

The purpose of  an action may be indicated b y  a medial c lause in 

which the verb occurs with the purpose suffix , - n t o . 

( 2 6 8 )  w e  � n k� � n  6 r i  - n t o - n 
they - a l l  go - purp - 3p 

' They are a l l  preparing to go ' 

� h t a a  - i ya a  - m - r h  
prepare - cont - ind - 3p 

6 . 5 . 4 .  C o n d i t i o n a l  C l a u s e s  

Conditional c laus e s  occur medially and are marked b y  t he suffix , 

- m a o This suffix oc curs at least on the first word , but may be re

peated on other words as well . 

( 2 69 ) a a h  - m a  
rain - i f  

y �  - n t  - r - h 6 r o6 - n t e - h - � 
do - fut - 3p - lp neg go fut - ind - lp 

' If i t  rains, I wi l l  n o t  go ' 

( Note a l s o  examp le 2 6 5  for a condit ional c lause . )  

- w i . 
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6 . 5 . 5 .  P a r a d i g m a  

The following is j ust  a sample of the comb inat ions o f  co-ordinating 

c lauses . 

Neut ral tense in medial c lause , future or j us s ive in the final . 

( a )  Same subj e c t s : 

1-1 k u r e h  n a a n t e h u  ' I  cooked and I wi t t  eat ' 

2-2 k u re  n a n o  ' You aooked and y o u  may eat ' 

3 - 3  k u r e n  n a n t em ( h  ' He aooked and he wi t t  eat ' 

( b )  Di fferent subj e c t s : 

Future 

1-2 ku r e k e  n � n o  'I cooked, you may eat ' 

1-3 k u r e ke n  n � n t em ( h  ' I  cooked, he wi t t  eat ' 

2 - 1  ku r e t ( h  n a � n t e h u  ' You cooked, I wi t t  eat ' 

2 - 3  ku r e t ( n  n � n t em ( h  ' You cooked, he wi t t  eat ' 

3-1 ku r ( h n a � n t e h u  ' He aooked, I wi t t  e a t ' 

3-2  ku r t  n � n o  ' He cooked, you may eat ' 

3 - 3  ku r ( n n � n t em ( h  ' He aooked and he wi t t  eat ' 

in medial , future and permis s ive in final . 

( a )  Same subj e ct s : 

1-1 ku roo n t e h n a � n t e h u  ' I  wi t t  aook and e a t ' 

2-2 k u r ( n t (  n a n o  ' You wi t t  aook and you may eat ' 

3 - 3  k u r ( n t ( n n � n t em ( h ' Be wi t t  cook and e a t ' 

( b )  Different sUbj ect s : 

1-2 ku r oo n t e ke n a n o  ' I  wi t t  aook, y ou may eat ' 

1 - 3  ku roo n t e k e n  n a n t em ( h  ' I  wi t t  aook, he wi t t  eat ' 

2-1 ku r ( n t e t ( h  n a � n t e h u  ' You wi t t  aook, I wi t t  eat ' 

2 - 3  k u r ( n t e t r n  n � n tem ( h  ' You wi t t  aook, he wi t t  eat ' 

3-1 k u r ( n t ( h  n a a n t e h u  ' Be wi t t  aook, I wi t t  eat ' 

3-2 k u r ( n t (  n � n o  ' He wi t t  aook, you may e a t ' 

3-3  k u r ( n t ( n n � n t em ( h  ' He wi t t  cook,  he (another)  wi t t  eat ' 

Neutral in both c lause s .  

( a )  Same subj e ct s : 

1-1 k u r e h  n e h u  'I  aooked and ate ' 

2-2 k u r e  n e O  ' You cooked and ate ' 

3-3  k u r e n  n em ( h  ' Be cooked and ate ' 

( b )  Different subj ect s : 

1-2 ku reke  n eo ' I  aooked, y ou ate ' 

1-3  k u r e k e n  n e m ( h  ' I  aooked, he a t e ' 
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2-1 k u r e h  n e h 6  ' You aooked. I ate ' 

2-3  ku r e n  n e m ( h  ' You aooked. he  ate ' 

3-1 ku d h  n e h 6  'He aooked. I ate ' 

3-2 ku d n e po ' He aooked. did you eat ? ' 

3-3 k u d n  n em ( h  ' He aooked. and he ate ' 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  The Agarab i language i s  spoken by about 1 5 , 000  people living in 

the area of the town of Kainantu in the Eastern Highlands Province of 

Papua New Guinea . It belongs t o  a group of languages in that are a ,  

inc luding Tairora , Gadsup , Auyana and Awa , which form the Eastern 

Family of t he East New Guinea Highland St o c k .  See Wurm 19 6 1 ,  Wurm 

1 9 7 5 : 4 6 7 ff .  

The mat erial for this paper was gathered during the years 1 9 6 0 - 19 7 4 . 

Thi s  was done primarily in the village of Punano which i s  located some 

six miles from Kainantu .  I am espec ially indebted to K6mpa who worked 

faithfully as my language helper all that t ime . 

Thi s  i s  a revis ion of a paper done as part of a study program at 

the University o f  Texas at Arlingt on .  I t  was done under the supervis ion 

of Dr Karl Franklin t o  whom I also expres s  my thanks . Mi s s  Lorna Luff 

who worked with me during much of t he t ime and contributed to the 

analys i s  has made many of the suggest ions that went into this revis ion . 

2 .  See Healey 1 9 6 6 . 

3 .  See Scott 1 9 7 3 . 

4 .  See Goddard 1 9 7 6 . 

5 .  A phonemi c analy s i s  was done by Lorna Luff and is currently being 

revi s e d .  The grammat ical analys i s  has been done by mys e l f . We have 

had the help of col league s of the Summer Inst itute of Lingui s t i c s , 

inc luding Dr Darlene Bee ,  Dr Alan Healey , Dr Kenneth L .  Pike and a few 

other consult ant s at workshops .  

7 3  
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6 .  Other phone t i c  oc currences of  nasal phonemes are analysed as 

features o f  the prosody of nasalisat ion t o  be discussed later . 

7 .  The orthography in use wil l  be used for examp l e s  t hroughout . Thus 

I h l  repre sent s glottal stop ; I n l  following vowel s  repre sents nasalised 

vowe l s ; Iwl represent s the voiced bi labial stop and Iyl the alveolar . 

Aspirat ion is not marked ;  other symbols are simi lar t o  those used in 

Engl i s h .  

8 .  Perturbat ion which oc curs acro s s  word boundaries i s  marked only 

between phoneti c  bracket s .  Where it oc curs within a word it is  marked .  

Otherwise only the bas ic tones are marked . 

9 .  Since l a a l  repre sent s one segment both orthographical symbols are 

dropped be fore - i ya a . 

1 0 . The suffix ,  - w a a  ' repetitive ' ,  for examp le , oc curs on medial forms 

p lus a few unc las s i fied ones . Perhaps the condit ional , -rna , should be 

inc luded here as wel l . Reduplicat ion also oc curs as a feature of 

intens ificat ion . 

11 . Verb s do not , however , normally occur with more than three or four 

suffixe s . The examples presented are typical . 

12 . See Longacre 1972 : 4 , 2 7 , 39 , 4 8 .  Longacre refers t o  s ome similar 

c onstruct ions in other Papua New Guinea languages as ' stripped down 

verbs ' ,  but I do not believe that is what is happening here . 

1 3 .  These two c lauses could be combined i f  the predicate were t o  be 

interpreted as opt ional . However , it may be that the type which has 

the verb has more possibilities for expansion . 

1 4 . There seem t o  be other suffixes which may be portmanteau morphemes 

expre s s ing relat ionships between c laus e s  and subj ect of the first c lause 

as wel l .  More invest igation needs to be done in this area . 
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