
ALAMBLAK ALVEOPALATALS - DEAD PORTMANTEAUS 

O. INTRODUCTION 

LES LIE P .  BRUCE , J r . 

Alamb l akl alveopal at als are neither clearly contras t ing w it h  nor in 

cle ar complementat i on with thei r  c orresp onding alveolar s t op s  or nasals . 

Be c ause o f  this the alveopalatals are a special feat ure t o  consider in 

Alamb lak phonology . H i s t oric al change related t o  alveopalat als is evident 

b y  c omparing the phonologies o f  the Sepik Hi l l  language s . 2 Whi l e  s ome 

comparat ive dat a i s  included in this s t udy , a thorough c omp arat i ve s t udy 

of the Sepik H i l l  Fami ly would no doub t fac i li t at e  a clearer hi s t orical 

perspect ive o f  Aiamb lak alveopalat als . The analy s i s  s upporting the c on

clusion that Alamb lak alveopalat als 3 c ontrast with their alveolar c ounter

part s i s  presented in thi s s t udy . 

Ini t ial examinat ion of Alamb lak phonolo gy s ugge s t s  that conti guous t o  

alveopalatals the high front c l o s e  vowel I i i  has an allophonic variant 

[ L ] .  On the one hand this c on c i s e  allophon i c  s t ateme nt app ears to ade

quat e ly des crib e t h e  dat a .  There are , however , s everal s erious obj e ct ions 

to such a s t at ement and t hes e w i l l  be discussed in the conclusion o f  this 

p ape r .  

The premise o f  this p aper i s  that hi s t orically a phonemi c al ly dis t inct 

* L  fused with alveolars result ing in a phonemi c alveopalat al s erie s  

coup l e d  with a neut rali zat i on o f  the close- ope n  contrast o f  th e high front 

vowe ls . Thus [ i ]  and [ L ]  are al lophones of a- s ingle phoneme and alveo

palat als are full phoneme s . De s cribing the alve opalat als as ori ginat ing 

from the fus i on of alve o l ars w it h  a high front open vocoid e xp l ains ir

re gulari t i e s  w ith l e s s  diffi c ulty than app ears possible with other de

s cript ive s t at ements .  
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1 .  ALVEOLAR I t  I AND ALVEOPALATAL l s i 

The fo llowing pairs o f  words i llustrate contras t between / t /  and / 5 /  

i n  minimal and analogous e nvironments . 

/ t u i m/ [ ' t u i m ] e yebrows 

/s u i m/ [ ' s u i m ] gras s s k i r t  

/ t o h k f o t /  [ ' t E� keE t ]  to  s tand 

/s u h k f o t /  [ ' S U� k � E t ]  to  fa l l  

/ n a k u t r/ [ n a ' k u t " lI ] he y e l le d  

/ k u s r /  [ ' k u s " lI ] b l-ackbird 

/ m i t a t /  [ ' m i t a t ]  varie ty of snake 

/mas a t/ [ ' ma s a t ]  much 

/yo f h a t /  [ ' YE&� a t ] b e te l-nut 

/ho f h a s /  [ '  � E �� a S ] b l-ack cockatoo 

/ma r t/ [ ' m a ll t ]  sun 

/b a r s / [ ' b a il S ] hornb i l- l-

Some c as e s  o f  apparent contrast may b e  exp lained i n  t e rms o f  a fused 

se quence o f  [ � t ]  mani fes t e d  as  /5 / .  Noun c lass S roots 4 t ake /- 5/ as a 

third order person-numb e r-gender s uffi x .  When roots o f  this class are 

affixed with the s e c ond order de ri vat ional copulat i ve suffix /- e/5 t he 

fus ed c omponent s o f  the /5 / ,  the hi gh front vow e l  o f  the s t em ,  / i / ,  p lus 

the third order pers on-numb er- gender s uffi x ,  alveolar / t / ,  can be ob s erved 

s e p arated by the c opulat ive suffix . 

/y a u s /  

/ h o f h a s /  

/b a rs /  

/ d ob s /  

[ , i a u - S ] 
dog - 3 . s . fem 

dog 

[ ' XE&� a - n 
b i . cocka too- 3 . s . fem 

b l-ack cockatoo 

[ ' b a ll - s ] 
hornbi l- l-- 3 . s . fem 

hornbi l- l-

[ ' d e b  - 5 ] 
fal- con - 3 . s . fem 

fa l-con 

+ /-e/ -+ 

+ / - e /  -+ 

[ , i a u i - e - t J 
dog - i s - 3 . s . fem 

i t  is a dog 

[ ' XE9�a L - e  - t ] 
b i . c o ckatoo - i s - 3 . s . fem 

i t  is a b l-ack cockatoo 

+ /-e/ -+ ( ' b a r i  - e  - t ]  
hornb i l- l- - is - 3 . s . fem 

i t  is a hornb i l- l-

+ /- e / -+ [ ' deb i - e  - t ]  
fal-con-is - 3 . s . fem 

i t  is a fa l- con 

The pre ceding examples  indi c at e  that word-final /5/ may b e  considere d 

a fus ion o f  the sequence / i t / .  The sequence / i t /  doe s , howe ve r ,  o c c as ion

ally o c c ur word- finally . Fo l l ow ing / r / ,  / 5 /  contrast s  w ith the sequence 

/ i t / .  Compare : 
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/ b a r i t / [ ' b a r i t J  lake 

/ b a r s /  [ '  b a /l O  h ornbi l l  

/b u b uw r i  t /  [ b u '  b u u r i  t J  red grass 

/b u b u r s /  [ b u ' b u /l O  swamp bog 

A p l aus ib le s olution t o  the prob lem is s uggested after c omparing the 

dat a with the smaller Kuvenmas diale c t . A preliminary c omparis on of the 

diale cts indicates that the Kuvenmas s equence s  [ i s J  and [ L S J  c orre spond 

to the Karawari s equences  [ i t J and [ 5 J  respecti ve ly ( s ee  footnote 2 ,  

examp l e s  4 and 5 ) . Thus i t  may b e  postulated that Karawari / 5 /  [ 5 J  i s  a 

portmanteau phone representing t he s equence [ L t J .  

The cho i c e  o f  [ L t J  rather than [ i t J  n i c e ly e xp lains the otherw i s e  

arb itrari ly -e s t ab lished noun c l as s e s  b as ed o n  the two allomorphs , - t  � - 5 ,  

o f  the third person s ingular feminine s uffi x .  I n  this case noun c las s S 

results from the phonological proces s o f  fusion o f  [ L J  w ith the s uffix 

/- t / .  
I n  addit ion , there is  also s upport for the conc lus ion that [ 5 J  i s  a 

fus ion of [ L t J  rather than [ i t J from wi thin the phonologi cal sys tem o f  the 

Karawari di ale c t . The following examples s ugge s t  the presence  o f  [ L J 

root-finally . The noun c i t e d  i s  the only noun obs erved in which the [ L J  

is  man i fested root- finally in the dual and p lural forms of the noun . 

Furthermore the mani fes t ation o f  [ L J  i s  optional . Although the exampl e s  

are a t  b e s t  residual , neverthe l e s s  they are indicative o f  a ves t igial 

root- final high front open vowe l .  

[ b u ' b u /l n  swamp bog 

[ b u ' b u /lf1 J � [ b u ' b u h f1 J  swamp bogs ( dual ) 

[ b u ' b u r m J  � [ b u ' b u r L m J swamp b ogs ( p lural ) 

Even though swamp bog is us ually reacted t o  as a c onsonant- final root , 

the derived copulat i ve form reveals the root-final vowel ,  e . g . , [ b u ' b u rm J  
+ / - e /  � [ b u ' b u r i c m J  they are swamp bogs . Although the vowe l  i s  usually 

lost by the processes of fusion and de let ion , the derived c opulative form 

s ugge s t s  that it is c overtly a part of the root . 

Interpreting /5 / as a p ortmanteau phoneme o f  the posi ted s equence [ L t J  

does not , howeve r ,  s olve all of the prob lems . I f  /5/ i s  t o  b e  considered 

as a p ortmanteau phoneme , one w ould exp e c t  /5/ t o  b e  the fus e d  s equenc e  

o f  t w o  phonemes ( / L t / )  e i ther in c omplementary dis tribution w ith t h e  

s equence or actually func t i oning as a sequence of t h e  two phoneme s ( Pike , 

19 6 7 : 31 8 ) . The vocoid [ L J ,  however ,  does not c ommand phonemi c s tatus in 

the phonology ; only in the two variant forms o f  swamp bogs does [ L J  o c cur 

in environments result ing in contras t with [ I J ,  e . g . , [ b u ' b u u r i m J red 

gras s e s , [ b u ' b u r L m J  swamp bogs . In all other third p erson dual and p lural 



9 4  

forms of nouns in whi ch [ L ]  would b e  e xp e c ted t o  b e  mani fes t e d ,  [ i ]  o c c urs 

ins t e ad . For examp le Zake and hornb i Z Z  are homophonous in all forms 

e xc ept third person s ingular feminine . Comp are : 

Ib a r i tl Zake Ib a rs l  h ornb i Z Z  

mas culine [ ' b a r d l ]  [ ' b a r L R ]  

feminine [ ' b a r i t ]  [ '  b a R n  

dual [ ' b a r i � ] [ ' b a r i � ] 

p lural [ ' b a r i m ] [ ' b a r i m ] 

There fore , since [ L ]  i s  e s s entially non-c ontras t ive w ith [ i ] ,  t o  p os tulate 

151 as a p ortmanteau fuse d  sequence which i s  phonemi cal ly written I L t l is  

unwarrante d .  

It  may b e  argued that syllab le pat terning favors interp reting 1 5 1  as 

fun c tioning as a s e quence . Such an interpretation would retain the s ame 

s y llab le patt ern in all forms o f  a word s uch as hornbi Z Z .  Howeve r ,  i f  it 

s e ems b e s t  to sacrifice s ymme try at this point , t here are many examp l e s  

o f  t h e  C V C C  sy llab le p at t e rn which would s upport t h e  interpre t at ion : 

Ib a r s l  hornbi Z Z ,  e . g . , Ig u r t l  she beat  ( t he drum) , Ik a h t l  fire . 

So within the phono logi c al sys tem o f  the Karawari dialect o f  Alamb lak , 

alveopalat al 1 5 1  is phonemi c . I t  is p lausib le that h i s t orically [ i ]  and 

[ L ]  did in fact c ontrast as t hey apparent ly s t i l l  do in the Kuvenmas 

di ale c t , b ut that this c ontrast has b e e n  virtually neutrali zed in non

alve opalatal environments . Only one exception has been observed ( swamp 

b ogs ) .  This s o lut i on allows noun classes which are defined according t o  

t w o  allomorphs o f  t h e  third p ers on s ingular feminine s uffi x .  The origin 

o f  the smaller noun c lass S may be exp l ained b y  the fus ion of the sequence 

of two phone s ,  one o f  which is  non-phonemi c .  

2 • / d / AN D / j / 

The following pairs o f  words i llustrate c ontrast b etween Idl and Ij l 

in analogous environment s :  

I d u g ol [ ' d u g o ]  near Zy 

Ij u b tl [ ' J ub t ]  chi Zd ' s  bow 

I d i f t l [ ' d i e t ]  whi te s oi Z  

Ij i n g t l  [ ' J i l) g t ]  i n s e c t  basket  

In a n d om rl [ n a n ' d e mA R ]  s n ake 

In a j om rl [ n a ' J e mA R ]  o Zder bro ther 

Ik a d i k ol [ k a ' d i k n y o u  ( p l ) be qui e t  

I g a j e ml [ ' g a J E m ]  they are chairs 
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There are case s o f  apparent contrast that may b e  explained i n  terms of 

a fus ed sequence [ L d ]  manife s t ed as /j / .  Compare the fol lowing p airs of 

two-word claus e s : 

/b a r i  d o h re t e t/ [ , b a r  i d o, ' fe t e:  t ]  i t  i s  wi thout  a lake 
/b a r j oh r e t e t/  [ ' b a r  J o� ' f e  t e:  t ]  i t  is wi t h o u t  a hornbi z.z. 

/ f a w i d o h re t e t/ [ '  'I' a  u .  d ot' 1 fe  t e: t ] i t  i s  w i th o u t  o u t l e t  I an 

/y a u  j oh re t e t /  [ '  i a u  J o� , re: t e: t ] i t  i s  w i tho u t  a dog 

Whi le the roots  of lake and hornb i l l  are homophonous ( [ ' b a r i ] ) ,  the 

ab ove e xamples  of c l aus e s  indi cate that there is  an underlying di fference . 

The root- final vowe l of lake does not fus e  w ith /d/ of / d o h re t e t / i t  i s  

wi thou t ,  where as the root- final vowe l of hornb i l l  d o e s  fus e w i t h  the / d /  

to produce an alveopalat al . The c on c lus i on o f  Sect i on 1 i s  paralleled 

here . The s tem- final [ L ]  of hornbi l l  fus e s  w ith alveolars and is  neu

t ralized with [ i ]  e l s ewhere ( c f .  comp arison of l ake  w ith hornb i l l  p . 9 3 ) . 

The case of o u t l e t  vs . dog i s  s imi l ar .  The two root- final vowe ls  

( [ i ] ) appear to be identi cal . Comp are : 

[ I j;l a u i - e:  - t ]  
o u t le t- i s - 3 . s . fem 

i t  is an o u t l e t  

[ , i a u i - e: - t ]  
dog - i s - 3 . s . fem 

i t  is a dog 

In other forms , howeve r ,  the [ i ]  of o u t l e t  remains unchanged whereas the 

[ i ]  of dog fuse s  w ith alveolars and is lost in other environments . 

Compare : 

[ ' � a u i m ] 

[ , i a u m ]  

o u t l e ts 

dogs 

Evidence of morpheme -medial fusion of [ L d ]  or [ d L ]  + [ j ] oc curs in 

/n a j om rl [ n a ' y e mA � ]  o lde r b ro th e r  and / g a j r /  [ l g a J � ]  chair . The following 

ordered rules are relevant t o  understanding this fus ion . 

la) Ca L ]  + [r]  
e . g. [ ' �a L ]  + [ r J  

lb) [ a h ]  + C alveolar stop or nasal 

e . g. [ a l �a h ]  + [nem] 

2 )  Ca L ]  + Calveolar 

e . g. [ ' �a L ]  + [ t] 

3 )  Ca L ]  + C non-alveopalatal 

e . g. [ 1 �a L ]  + [�] 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

[art  ] 

[ I  �aH ] ironwood tree (masc ) 

Ear]  + Calveopalatal 

[a ' �a rnem] let him give 

[ a ]  + C alveopalatal 

[ ' �a5]  ironwood tree 

[ e: ]  + C non-al veopalatal 

(something) to us 

( fern) 

[ I �e:�] ironwood trees (dual ) 
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Rule 2 s ugge s t s  that / a /  + / j /  as in o Zder brother and chair may 

repre sent / a /  p lus a fus ion o f  the sequence [ L d ] .  There i s ,  however , 

nothing within the s y stem to verify t hat s uch a fusion has t aken p lace in 

these case s . Only by c omparing these words w it h  the Kuvenmas dial e c t  c an 

a p lausi b le conc lusion b e  drawn . This  procedure b rings us t o  di ffering 

conclus ions for o Zder brother /n a j om r /  and chair / g a j r/ . 

It is as s umed that rule 2 does not app ly in the Kuvenmas dialect 

b ecause there are no alveopalatal c ontoids in that diale c t . Consequent ly 

the fo l low ing two forms are a result of the last two rules appl i ed t o  t he 

hypothe t i cal form * [ n a L ' d e mA � ]  o Z der b ro ther . 

* [ n a L ' d e m  _ A � ]  
o Zde r . brother- 3 . s . mas c 

... J [ n a '  J e mA� ]  

l [ n €: ' d e m A� ]  

( Karawari ) 

( Kuvenmas ) 

Other s imi lar parallels e xi s t  b e tween the two diale ct s .  

( rule 2 )  

( rule 3 )  

Regardin g  /g a j r/ chai r ,  comparison with the Kuvenmas dialect  [ ' g a d L � ]  

indi cates that /j / ,  rather than being a fus ion o f  [ L d ] ,  i s  p os s i b ly a 

fus i on of [ d L ] .  
Whi le neither a contras t i ve nor a portmanteau analy s i s  o f  /j / proves 

to b e  conc lus ive , the conc lus ions arrived at in Se ction 1 s eem to  follow 

he re . The sequences [ L d ]  and [ d L ]  ( wh i ch were possib ly phonemi c sequence s 

h i s t ori c al ly ) have fused into the alveopalat al phoneme /j / .  

3 • / n / AN D / n / 

The following p airs o f  w ords i l lus trat e c ont ras t b etween / n /  and /n/ 

in analogous environments . 

/n u n g r/ [ ' n u l) g A� ]  s and 

/n u n g r a m t /  [ n u l) g '  r a m t ] throat 

/n u n gw a r/ [ ' n u l) gw a � ] bird 

/n u n gwo r/ [ ' n u l) gw o ll ] he sounds 

/w a n i a/ [ ' w a n i a ] come 

/w aw a n n a/ [ w a ' wa n n a ]  Zis ten t o  me 

There are cases of apparent contras t that may be e xp lained in t erms of 

a fuse d  s equenc e  [ L n ]  manifested as  /n/ .  

/n a n d o m r /  

/n aii j o r t /  

[ n an ' d e m A� ]  

[ n aii ' J E � t J  

s n ake 

May fZy 



I h t i r n o  ml [ � " , t L r n E m ]  
( /h t i - � - r  - n om/ ) 

s e e -near . past-3s . mas c- l . pl 

h e  s aw us 

Ih a rn oml [ ' � a r n E m ]  

( / h a  - �  - r  - n om/ ) 
giv e - ne ar . p as t- 3 s . mas c- l . pl 

he gave us ( s ome thing) 
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A c omparis on o f  In a n d o m rl snake and In a n j o r tl May fLy w ith the Kuvenmas 

dial e c t  ( [ n an ' d E m " R ]  snake add [ n e n ' d E R t ]  May fLy ) indi c at e s  t hat the 

alveopalatal nasal in I n a n j o r t l  may be the result of a fus ion o f  a high 

front vocoid p l us alveolar nas a l .  Snake i s  identi cal in b oth diale c t s . 

The difference b etween May fLy in b o th dial e c t s  i s  b e s t  des cribed in t e rms 

of the operation of rules 2 and 3 ( see  S e c t ion 2 )  upon the hypothe t i c al 

form * [ n a L n d e R t ] .  Thus * [ a L n ]  b e c ome s [ e n ]  in Kuvenmas [ n e n ' d E R t ]  May fLy 

and [ a n ]  in Karawari [ n a n ' J E R t ]  May fLy . 

In the cas e o f  [ ' � a r n E m ]  he gave us the vowel component o f  the fused 

sequence phoneme In l is manife s ted in other forms o f  the verb , e . g . , 

[ ' � a r i m ] he gave them .  As i s  the case w ith the other alveolars I n l  s ome

t ime s app e ars to fus e with I i i and s omet ime s  it remains in s equenc e , e . g . , 

as in [ � " t i  ' n Em " m ]  we pu t them.  The h i s t orical c ontrast between the high 

front vowels in Ih t i n omml we s aw t hem and * /h a r L ml he gave ( to) them has 

been neutralized ; the present man i fe s t at ions of the high front vowel i s  

identi cal in b oth words , e . g . , [ � " t i  ' n Em "m ]  we saw them, [ ' �a r i m ] h e  gave 

( to) them . 

The re are no data in the Karawari s y s t em wh ich s ugges t  a fus i on under

lying the alveopalatals in [ ' n L nm ]  aentipedes . A comp arison of the 

Kuvenmas diale c t , however , s ugge s t s  the p o s s ib i lity of the fusion of [ n L ]  

( c f .  footnote 2 examp le 10) . 

4. CONCLUSION 

The following pro c e s s  may b e  ab s tracted from c on clus ions reached in 

each pre ceding s ect ion . 

Calve olar + [ L ]  � Calveopalatal 

The high front open voc oid [ L ]  i s  not c ons ide re d phonemi c in the 

Karawari diale c t . Neve rthele s s , the underly in g  e ffect of the [ L ]  i s  

ob s ervab le in the ab ove proces s .  Thi s  con c lusion des crib e s  the alveo

p alatals as fuse d  sequences of two phone s . At the s ame t ime it avoids 

p o s tulating two phonemes I i i  and I L l which c ontrast only residually due 

to phonemi c overlap and fusion . If this conclusion is in fact t rue , t hen 

Alamb l ak al veopalat als have resulted from a portmant e au fus i on of two 

phoneme s .  Now , however , they are des crib ed s imply as s e gmental phoneme s . 

Thi s  s o lution requi res the following p o s t ulate t o  explain the irregu

lari t i e s  in the system:  the Karawari diale c t  e xhib it s a sys temic pressure 

L-___________ __ __ _ ___ � _ __ � 



9 8  

t o  neutral i z e  the close-open c ontrast between high front vowe l s . Thus 

[ L J  fuses  with alveolars , is lost in the e nvironments V C and uC C word

finally , and shifts t o  the I i i  norm e ls ewhere . Thus : 

[ ' b U L J  ... { [ ' b u s J  rain 

[ ' b u m J  rains 

[ l b a r L J  ... [ l b a r i m J hornbi � �s 

[ b u ' b u h J ... [ b u ' b u r m J  'V [ b u ' b u h m J  swamp b ogs 

The alternative s olut i on mentioned in the int roduction ( I i i '" [ L J  

j uxtap o s e d  with alveopalat al s )  would likewise require certain p o s tulates 

t o  e xp l ain the irre gularit i e s  o f  loss , fus ion , limit ed distribut ion , and 

res i dual c ontras t  w ithin the re s ulting sys tem . 

1 )  The loss  o f  the root - final high front vowel in some words and not 

in others , and the fus ion of the final vowel of those s ame w ords w ith 

alveolars producing alveopalatals are grammati cally defined pro c e s s e s  

operat ing o n  c l as s  S nouns . Compare : 

[ ' � a u i e t J 

b ut [ , i a u i e t J  

i t  i s  an o u t � e t  

i t  i s  a dog 

[ b u ' b u u r i e t J i t  i s  an e dib � e  gra s s  

but [ b u ' b u r i e t J  i t  i s  a swamp b o g  

... [ ' fl a u i m J 

... [ '  i a u m J  

o u t � e ts 

dogs 

... [ b u ' b u u r i m J edib �e gras s e s  

... [ b u ' b u rm J  swamp b ogs 

[ ' b a r i m J 

but [ ' b a f i m J 

� ak e s  

h ornb i � �s 

... [ ' b a r i  d o� ' r e t e t J  i t  i s  w i t h o u t  �akes 

... [ ' b a r  J o� ' r e t e t J  i t  i s  w i thout  hornb i � �s 

2 )  Alveopalatals are e xt remely limited in distrib ution . For example , 

c ompare the dis tribution of l s i  and I t  I word- finally . The phoneme I t  I 

fo l l ows e very phoneme except s emi-vowels , alveopalat als and I d / .  Alveo

p alatal ls i follows I i i and alveopalatals ,  and other vowe ls  ( la ,  u / )  and 

c ons onants ( /b ,  r / )  only when the high front vowel has b e e n  lost or fus ed . 

The dist ribution o f  alveopalatal lsi word-finally , more than in other 

p o s i t ions , adds to the evidence that alveopal at al lsi o cc urs as a result 

of phone t i c  c ondi t i oning . 

3 )  There i s  a residual contras t b e tween I i i  and I L l ,  e . g . , [ b u ' b u u r i m J 

e di b �e gras s e s  vs . [ b u ' b u r m J  'V [ b u ' b u r L m J  swamp bogs . 

The two so lut ions b rie fly dis cussed here differ on the point o f  t he 

origin o f  alveopalat als . Both , howeve r ,  affirm the phonemi c s t atus o f  

alveopalatals and the non-phonemic s t at us o f  t h e  high front open vocoid 

[ L J in the Karawari dialect . 



N O T  E S 

1 .  The Alamb l ak l anguage i s  s poken b y  1 1 2 8  people living in the East 

Sepik District of Papua New Guinea ,  according t o  the 1 9 7 3  Amb oin p atrol 

report . I t  i s  the easternmost language o f  the Sepik H i l l  Fami ly ( Dye , 

e t  al . ,  1 9 6 8 ) . The Karawari dialect with three- fourths o f  the population 

is located along the Karawari and Wagupmeri Rivers . Th e Kuvenmas diale ct 

is  locat e d  along the shores o f  Kuvenmas Lake and eastward . The larger 

Karawari diale ct is  des crib ed in this p ap er .  

The p atient as s i s t ance o f  the Amongab i vi l lagers as w e l l  as help ful 

comments of c o lleagues of the S ummer Ins t i t ute of Lingui s t i c s  during the 

preparation o f  thi s  s t udy is grate fu l ly acknowledge d .  This  research has 

been s upport e d  in part by the Papua New Guinea Re search Fund o f  the Summe r 

Institute o f  Lingui s t i c s . 

2 .  From a brief c omparis on o f  seven o f  the eastern language s o f  the Sepik 

Hill  Fami ly , c orre spondences b e tween alveopal at als and alve olars from one 

language to  another is  det e c t ab le . 

The dat a used for c omparing the two Alamb lak diale c t s  we re colle cted 

by the author in 1 9 70- 7 4  whi le b as e d  at Amongab i village p eriodic ally 

during that time . Wordl i s t s  ob t ained by Dye ,  Townsend , and Townsend were 

used for comparing the remaining language s .  The sequency n y  as written 

in the ir t rans cript ion is  regarded as e n ] .  
Though the dat a are too s c ant t o  provide conclusive evidence in all 

c as e s ,  a tentative listing o f  the correspondences o f  alveopalatals to 

alveolars is  given in Tab le 1 .  The dat a  show no example o f  the S umariup 

/d/ c orresponding to alveopal at als ; s ince / j /  does not app e ar in the 

Sumariup dat a ,  Sumariup has b een p laced in the alveolar l i s t . The dat a 

are likew i s e  inconclus ive regarding the s t at us of alveopalat als and 

alveolar nasals of Sumariup , Kapriman , and Mar i .  Both nasals oc cur in 

Sumariup and Kapriman , only the alve olar oc curs in Mari . ( S e e  Dye , et 

al . ,  1 9 6 8  for the geographi c al dis tribution of these languages . ) 

9 9  



1 0 0  

Alveopalatals 

[ S ] 
Alamb lak ( Karawari ) 

U J 
Alamb lak ( Karawari ) 

Kapriman 

Watakat aui 

[ n ]  

All o f  the others 

TAB LE 1 

Alveolars 

[ S ] 

All of the others 

[ d ]  

Alamb lak ( Kuvenmas ) 

S umariup 

Kaningara 

B i s i s  

Mari 

[ n ]  

Alamb lak ( Kuvenmas ) 

Mari 

A s e le c t ive list o f  re levant words from the Karawari and Kuvenmas 

dial e c t s  of Alamb lak is given in Tab le 2 .  

English 

1 .  I fa H 

2 .  guardi an spiri ts 

3 .  forehead 

4 .  hand drum 

5 .  fa l con 

6 .  chair 

7 .  chi ld ' s  bow 

8 .  o lder bro ther 

9 .  s nake 

10 . cen tipedes 

1 1 .  le t ' s go 

1 2 . May fly s o up 

TABLE 2 

Karawari 

[ ' s u �w a ]  

[ n a � u l) ' gw a rm J  

[ n L m ' b i k t ]  

[ ' w a t i t ] 

[ ' d E b � ] 

[ ' g a J S ] 

[ ' J u b t ]  

[ n a '  J E m" / O  

[ n a n ' d E m " i O  
[ ' n L n m ]  

[ ' a n E m ]  

[ n a n ' J n p a m ]  

Kuvenmas 

[ ' t i u t'w a ] 

[ n E S U I) ' gw a rm ]  

[ n L m ' b i g s ]  

[ ' w a t i s J  

[ ' d E b L S ]  

[ ' g a d L s ]  

[ ' d i u b s ] 

[ n E ' d E m" /l J  

[ n a n ' d E m " /I ]  
[ ' n L n L m ] 
[ ' a i n Em ]  

[ n E n ' d E r b a m ]  

3 . The s e gmental phoneme s  o f  the Karawari dialect o f  Alamb l ak are given 

in Tab le 3 .  



Consonants : 

S t ops 

voi cele s s  

voi ced 

Fri cat ives 

voi celess 

voi ced 

Nas als 

Vibrant 

S emi-vowels 

Vowe ls : 

High 

Mid 

Low 

Bi lab i al 

Front 

e 

a 

P 

b 

f 

m 

w 

TAB LE 3 

Alveolar 

t 

d 

n 

r 

Back 

U 

o 
o 

Alveopalatal 

s 
j 

Ii 

y 

101 

Vel ar 

k 

9 

h 

Non-phonemi c stress [ ' ]  i s  indicated immediat ely preceding the s t re s sed 

s y l lab le .  Rais e d  vowel symb ols , e . g . [ i ] ,  indi c at e  non- s y l l ab i c i t y . ( See  

Bruce , 19 7 4 . )  

4 .  There are two noun c las s e s  in Alamb lak morphology based on the allo

morphs - t  � - s  o f  the thi rd person s ingular feminine p erson-numb e r- gender 

marke r { - t } .  

5 .  In the dat a used in this p aper the s uffix / - e/ oc curs only w ith / i /

final root s . The fol l owing forms i l lus trate /- e/ affixed t o  a variety of 

roo t s . 

[ , i Ee � a  - E  - t ]  
be te i . nut- i s - 3 . s . fem 

i t i s a b e t e Z  n u t  

[ '  i o u - E  - t ]  
mos qui to - i s - 3 . s . fem 

i t i s a mo s q ui t o 

[ ' m a r - E  - II ]  
s u n  - i s - 3 . s . mas c 

i t  i s  the sun 
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