
Appendix 1 

Participant Information and Informed Consent 

Project title: Archaeology in Weipa 

Researchers: Helen Cooke and Billy O’Foghlu, PhD candidates. 

Affiliation: Department of Archaeology and Natural History, Australian National University, 
Canberra, Phone 0408 443 243 or email: helen.cooke@anu.edu.au and billy.o.foghlu@anu.edu.au or 
phone 0427 241 810 

Location: Rio Tinto Alcan (RTA) mining lease on Wathayn country and wider Weipa area 

Duration: 2012 - 2017 

Outline of the Project:   

This proposal is one part of an Australian Research Council (ARC) Linkage project which aims to 
improve cultural heritage management outcomes following the extraction of bauxite by Partner 
Organisation Rio Tinto Alcan (Weipa) Pty Ltd (RTA or ‘Rio’). Several universities, including ANU, are 
examining shell and earth mounds at Wathayn to try to date the formation of the mounds and 
correlate them with past environmental change.  

Consultation with Traditional Owner groups is a large part of our research. Billy will investigate a 
series of earth mounds to explore their relationship with shell mounds and other archaeological 
features in the landscape.  Helen will map historic and current sites of significance to see if these 
help to explain the very old sites being investigated. We both value any input from Traditional 
Owners that might help to interpret the archaeology of the past and to provide the archaeological 
information in useful ways for the current cultural context.   

Participant Involvement: 

We will be talking to Wathayn people, however as Rio’s operations on the Weipa Peninsula affect 
other groups such as Alngith and Peppan people we may talk about general issues with them. 

We estimate that we may speak to about 25 people with direct responsibilities for Wathayn country 
and about 10 Aboriginal people from other Weipa groups. 

• We will be asking about any openly available and relevant traditional knowledge which may 
add to or clarify the archaeological and environmental interpretations of how the ancestors 
lived in this landscape and their responses to climate change. 

• We will be asking how you would like to share information and who with, and what you 
would like to see in the future to help to strengthen your culture or help the young ones to 
be involved. 

Methodology 

• Our written theses will include information from our conversations with Traditional Owners. 

• We will be talking with the Rio Community Relations staff as we go along to see what their 
views are of our discussions and what they might like us to include in future talks.  

• The progress and results will be shared with participants verbally as we go along, each time 
we meet with you to talk about this project and collect more information.  

Recording: Most of the information will be collected through informal discussions while we take 
notes by hand. We may ask to record particular songs or stories on an audio recorder or 
to film these stories for a DVD if you wish. We will only record by notes, audio or video if 
you, the participants, consent to it. 



Meetings:  We will arrange to meet with Wathayn people through Beatrice Gordon and any other 
relevant people she nominates. We can drive out to Wathayn or to any other nearby 
location Beatrice nominates.  

Payment:  After each meeting we will advise Rio of the participants and number of hours of 
collaboration for payment by Rio under their process for paying Traditional Owners for 
work on cultural heritage management and related projects. 

Confidentiality 

All information collected from participants will be kept confidential within our own notebooks and 
computer files while we are collecting this information.  Any publications will only attribute 
information to the person or people who gave it if we have their permission to do so.  

Our supervisor Dr Sally Brockwell may have access to the material provided by the participants and 
will make sure that she keeps the same confidentiality of the participants.   

Please note that participation in this project is voluntary and you may, without any penalty, 
decline to take part or withdraw from the research at any time without providing an explanation, 
or refuse to answer a question. If you do withdraw, your data will be destroyed. 

Queries and Concerns: 

Participants can raise queries on the project through ourselves, our supervisor Dr Sally Brockwell or 
the heritage officers in Community Relations at Rio Tinto Alcan, Weipa. 

Dr Sally Brockwell 

Archaeology and Natural History 

School of Culture, History and Language 

College of Asia and the Pacific 

Australian National University 

Canberra ACT 0200 Australia 

Ph 61 2 61252217 

Fax 61 2 61254917 

Email sally.brockwell@anu.edu.au 

 

Ethics Committee Clearance: 

The ethical aspects of this research have been approved by the ANU Human Research Ethics 
Committee’.   If you have any concerns or complaints about how this research has been conducted, 
please contact: 

Ethics Manager 

The ANU Human Research Ethics Committee 

The Australian National University 

Telephone: 02 6125 3427 

Email: Human.Ethics.Officer@anu.edu.au 

 



Consent form 

1. I have read [or had read to me] the Participant Information Statement which explains what 
this research project is about and I understand it. I know that I can ask questions whenever I 
like. 

2. I agree to participate in the research.  I know that I don’t have to answer any questions I don’t 
like. 

3. I agree that the researchers can interview me for the research and write down, tape or film 
what I say. The researchers will not record anything unless I agree that they can. 

4. I agree to be photographed/ videoed for the research project and that those tapes/ photos/ 
videos/ DVDs can be shown to other Wathayn people, Rio employees and university 
researchers. 

5. I agree that those pictures can be put into a thesis, a book or magazine for the Wathayn 
people, and presentations, journal articles and a book by the researchers. 

6. I know that I will get paid for participating in the research project when I work specifically with 
Helen, and that Rio will pay the usual rate for consultation. 

7. I agree that my name, where I live, and what my country is can be mentioned in any reports, 
etc that come out of this research and the researchers will check with me before publishing 
a report that it only contains the right kinds of personal information. 

8. I understand that anyone can read the thesis/book/article/reports that come out of this 
research, and that even people on the other side of the world might see it, maybe on the 
internet.   

9. I agree that the researchers can present information from the research at conferences even if 
I’m not there. And I understand that the researchers can do this without asking me first. 

10. The researchers will give the Wathayn people a copy of any books, articles, CDs, videos or 
DVDs that they write or produce out of the research and that I can have access to these or 
ask the researchers for a copy of my own. 

11. I understand that the researchers will hold copyright in any books, articles, databases or 
conference papers produced as a result of this research.   

12. I know that if I am worried about the research project, I can ring up Helen or Billy or their 
supervisor Sally, or the heritage staff in Rio Community Relations in Weipa. 

 

I have read this Informed Consent Form and I agree with it. 

 

Signed by the research participant...................................................... 

 

Date...................................................... 

 

 



Signed by or on behalf of the researchers 

 

............................................................ 

Name 

 

 

Date....................................................... 

 

 


