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1. Introduction: ?rinc iples of Orthogre.phica.l Sys,iema. As is well 
known-;-human language consists of spoken -sounds and their meaningful combi­
nations. The function of writing 1 :8 ~o8ymboli8e language a.s it ~8 spoken. 
Alpha.betica.l systems, such as we use in the Western world, .. provide rep~e-
8enta.tion for ·sounds, on one of two 16v~!s: th8 . phonet~c or the pho~~m:to. 

1.1. Phonetic Tre..f1acriptions ;represent ~ounds as such, with a B~rigle 
symbol {'often a. letter of peou11a f sha.pe) standing for a. single sound, no _ 
-roo.tter whether it ' has the functio~ of distinguishing one word frorri~· e.l;lother 
or not. A purely phonetic transc~iption, like the International Pho}fletic 
Alpha b4t, ' is useful for Bcientifib a.nalyais, but it is naive to clut~er up 
a practical orthography by symbolising sounds that have no function ~n ' the 
language. 

1.2. Ph~nemic T:ranscriptions repreBen~ I not the r~w ma"t~ria.l of 
sOW1ds, but the functional units or phonemes intowhig'-h the ,sounds of .each 
language group. th~mselv~8.Foi" inste..noe, ~ . narrowly phonetic transcr.iption 
would represent the slight puff 'of brea.th tm.t nor~.llyfollqw8 t >:e .E. .' 
in English&; ' a. phonemic transQription would omit it, since it makes 
no' dif~6rence , in t hE! m~a_n~ng of t he word. 

. , ' 

In ge.nera,l, a practical orthography should have e. phonemio, rather 
t ·ha..n ·phonetic, .. ba.ais. ~/harea, 8 a na.rrC?w phonetic trans()~ipt1on oustom-:­
a.rily uses e.,ll kinds of specie.l IfJtters, a ' phonemical1y' based spelling 
need not d0 so, and combinations of familia.r letters (such as ~, fLl:l< , 
M..J etc~} a1"if ' p'er:re :Cltly tidcepta bIe·, - a:s l '6ng ','!t:s· they"· 8. retls'ea~on!:!:sterrt'"" 
lye 

b2.!. The Need for Oonsistency - ·is pa,r~mQunt in devising and using a. 
system of spe l l r ng. '- An· orthog~.phy · in whi9h 'each plioneme , he s rope, a.nd qnly 
Qne, representation is ea.sily learne d a.nd applied even by , the most ne..ive 
beginner. On the other hand,a spelling such as that of E.glish,with 
i 1;s ma,nifold incons istencie s, hA.s man'! stumbl ing-bloc1re for even t he ad':" 
va.nce d _ use.r ~:.- Thi s ' i. s : ~Jiy '. ~ 11 ~ the ir r~ gul (3. .ri~ie ~ .. 'of Engl:~_sJ~". e pe-ll iilg ·s houl d 
be .avoided in writ:.ing Ne·oi-oMeia,nesia.n,despit-e :allthe: pressu:res ·. :ilt their ' 
i'a.vour ;that" are ; 1 ike ly t-o 'be : ·caused ;- by _the ' Bocia,1 a.nd~. inte llectus.l : pre­
stige ;of ' English.·,' 

2~ The sta~darl" o'~ihographY involves the use of t~ fOl;;~~~ng ~"",, 
Bymbo;J.~} . i~. ·t ·he ·7• f ·ollowing va.lue :~! ,., .," -:' , '.".- ,", 

- .~ .. ). .~. ~ ~ ~::t '. '"! '--:- ~:,~ ~,.: __ .~': ... 

. "., ~ :-:. 2. :~reo:· "owe 1 Letter~ . have their t~ I'ia.l.1a.n~ · : Qr '1I0 ontine nta~l : SUT.opera:n" " ~~' 
value-s ,,: - ~ ~ .. -' "- ..... :~:. . :'.- ~ :: :-.:-..; ::. 

• . 1':; ';:: ; 
. _ . ... 

. . j - ~ . ~>; z"; 

~~.-.-.. . 
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a, as in fa. ther: e & g. , papa. IIfather!1. 

e as in bet : e. g. , hed n head II • 

i as in hit ' : e. g. , pitpit II sugar-cane 11. 

0 as in hot : e. g. , hotfela Uhot lt ~ 

u as in put: e. g. , Eutim tfput n. 

The letter a ma.y a.lso be ' used for the vowel sound of English come 
(which in rr.a.ny speakers! usage f'oinoides with that of fa.th~r): , ~.g., 
kam tI corne 11 • 

There are three other vow'e 1 sounds 'ttThic h are not always distinguish­
ed from a, e and 0 as defined above, but for whic,h, if it is desired, the 
following a,lternative spellings rrB,Y be used: 

a or El. 
uma,n ll-:-

for the vowel sound of man : e.g., ~" rdifl 

e or e i for the vowel sound of name : e.g., ~, , r..e~m 
"na,me rr: 

f th 1 d f II " o or au or e vowe soun 0 gQ: e.g., E£, ~ ~o • 

2.2. Diphthongs are RS follows: 

s,i for the vowel sound of find : e.g. fa.inim "seek". 

a·u for t he vowel sound of mouth : e.g. lre.UB "mouth". 

~ Consona.nt Lette rs and Digra.phs: 

b a.s in English: e.g.ia.imbai "soon" 

ch as in English, but often replaced, by IJ!elancsian speak­
ers, with the . Bounds ~ or sh : e.g. k~chim Uto get", 
often pronounced kisim orkishim. 

d a.s in English: e. g. dai n cea.se", stop u. 

f as in English: e. g. faul_ nbird ll
• o~t'~n pronounced Iy 

I"-iela.nesia.ns as .E., or with a Bound rrade with both lips 
instea.d of with tipper teeth and lower lips: paul .. 

f£ always wit h t he "hard n sound a.s in ~: e. g. givim . "give II .• 

h as in English: e.g. haus "house n• O:ft.en not pronounced 
"by Melane-siana J a.nd often J.n.s.erted where it is not found 
in Rng 1 ish: e, g. he i n e yo n,. 



i as in English: e.g. p~J~n rtbird ll
• Oftenpronouneed by Melanesians 

as ~, sh, or dz: pisin, pishin, pidzin 

k 

I 

m 

n 

as in English: e.g. kam Heome l1. (Tho use of the letter c in this 
va 1 ue is to be a v () ide d, as it i B ext re me 1 y 0 onfusing. ) 

as in English: e. g. long II in, a.t tr • 

as in English: e. g. mi'fe la flwe, USIl. 

a.s in English: e. g. nau "now n• 

n~ as in English sing, singer: e.g. bringim "bring n ; ngong "deaf­
mute". The two sounds written ~ in English finger are to be 
written ~: e.g_ fingger ttfingerll • 

.E. as in English: e.g. paip "pipe". 

r as in English: e.g. ran " run ". Often pronounced a ,s a. fla.p of 
the tongue-tip a.gainst upper teeth or gum-ridge. 

S 8 .S in ~nglish: e.g. BueU Ilmilk, breA.st, udderl1. 

sh a.s in English: e.g. shutim "shoot". Often repla.oed by E. in 
Melanesians r pronunciation: sutim. 

t a.s in English: e. g. tu 11a.180 11 j tit "tooth, teeth". 
<i 

V as in English: e.g. hevi IIheavyll~ Often replnced by l. or \y a 

w 

sound pronounoo d with both lips instea d of upper teeth nnd lower 
lips: he.i. 

as in English: waitfela "whiten; winim "surpnsan. 

The resul tnnt orthography is very close to tha.t exemplified in the 
publioa tions of the Alexisha.fen Mission. 

2. Some Possible Difficulties 
following points: 

may a.rise in connection with the 

~ Anglioisms in orthography, if allowed to a,reap in, will cause 
great a.nd needless trouble to nntivos ~;J'h') know no English. In pnrtioular, 
the English letters .£., S!:! a.nd 2S a.re useless even in English spelling; their 
presence is a defect of our spelling system, and their introduction do€s 
nlJthing but render tha.t of Neo-N"elo..nccian inconsistent Hnd oonfusing. To 
write such a word as "council II , . use thA spellin~ k8unsilj fo;r "\uiet", 
write kwa.iet ; for llaxe t1, Neo .... lv1ela.nesian uses . n.kis. 

If it is necessary to give English spellings, for example to enaile 
readers to recognise words on labels or signs, give first the consistent 

I \ 

I ' 
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spelling in terms of Noo-Il1ela.nesinn orthogra.phy, c..ndthon the English 
spelling in parentheses: e.g. kidni ' (kidney); 'cnsin (benzine). 

One is often tempte d to believe that the wholosa.le introduotion of 
English spellings 1nt~ Neo-lviclc nesinn orthography will facilitate the 
la.ter lea.rning of English, or bring Neo-Melanesian closer to Engllsh. In 
fRct, hOWRVPT, they serve only to disorient the spoa ker of Neo .... l~1a.nc8inn; 
t he complexities of English orthogral)hy should be le:Ct un'til the learner 
alrendy has some acquaintanoe with Eng1is.h a.s it is spoken. Muoh of the 
difficulty of our presont-day English spelling was oa.used by Reno-issnnco 
scholars who introduced lJ:1.tinising fashions of writing words, unicr the 
delusion thnt they were "ennobling lf the language. 

~ V:..Iriations in Pronuncia tion a.re apt to induoe some variations . 
in spelling, a.~ follows: 

1. lV.a,ny M9lanesians have difficulty pronouncing groups of consonant 
. Bounds, especia.lly at the beginning of words, as in st-, !P.~' . ~k- , .p.!:.--, c .' 

br-, fr-, tr-, dr-, kr-, IQ:..-, Pl.-, E.L.-, fl-, kl-, fr. In pronuncia.tion, · 
they often sound like sita.p or sntopi flai tlflytr like filui, pilo.i, etc., 
and will ofte n spell the 'Words a.ccordingly. Such spellingspellings are 
not to be recommended, however, for three reasons: (0) this extro. vowel 
is not p hone micnlly si.gnificant, since its presence or absence mD.kOB no 
difference to the menning of the word involved; (b) it is not constcnt, 
varying from i to ~ according to tho region nnd the spe aker; (0) nn in­
crea sing number of spe8kers Gre lcnrning to pronounoe the consonnnt combi­
nations without the cxtro. vo",o1. To write the vowel under these circun­
s·t ances is , to use n n a ive phonetic tr~n8cription r e ther thnn a Bound pho­
nemicDlly .... b[~ scd orthography. We will therefore write st:iP, flai, etc. 

2.. In trr-'ny He lanesian 18ngua ges, the Bounds b, !!. and 1£ have the ir 
onse t strongly nA sal isc d, mnkinf:' t hem sound to T:!urone 8n en rs 1 iY'p. rnb, nd, 
and ngg: thus buk . "book" may be pronounced like mbu~ de i "cease, stop" 
1 ike ndD i; or fi.2. ngott like nggo. In some words, e sp.ecin lly in tho in­
terior of thG word between vowels, the pronuncia tion mh nd, and!!&. he s 
become perllflnent in the USGge of both Melnnesinns and Europeans, 'flnd we 
will write it as such: e.g. tombu nprohibition; forbidden". In other 
instunces, especiu 11y a t the be'ginning of words, usnge varies and the con­
stant element is the b-, d- or K-soundj hence we will not mark the pra­
nS.sn 1 isa tion in writing. 

'hl. Alternations of Phonemoore foun.despecia.lly in the presence or 
absence of ~ in different forms of the BDme word; i~ this ,respect; Neo­
lu1elnnc.sian follows the pattern of British and Austre lian English. In these 
langy.Dges, r is normBlly pre served only before vowels. In other p08i~ 
tiona, it is repln ced o s follows: 

1. Vlith the vowel sound c18 ssif'ied e.s "mid-oentro.l n (tho.t of cud 
or the second vowel of sofn), r merges to f0rm n single vowel sound,thf:l.t 
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customarily hea.rd in merge, heard, father. 

2. After "ah", it is replaced by a lengthening of the vowel~ as in 
Southern British or l~ustralian hard, fnr. 

,. After other vowels, it is replaced by a vO\'lel sound, "uh", that 
-; of the second sylla.ble _of sofa : a.-a in clear, fire. 

A na.ive phonetioism tempts us in such instances to write, in Neo-
Ne o-Me lane sian, hadfela "hard", sita II s tar tl

, klia f1 c l ear ", namba ·number" 
or fa.is. ufire". l10wever, there a.re several rea.sons for not doing 80, and 
for writing the .!:. instea.d: 

a.. In the CBse of a. followed by r" the lengthening of the -vowel is 
B.. substitute for the T, and ha.s the same function in the eoonoray of langue.g&. ­
If we represent vowel length by ~, we find that the word for "oa.rry" is 
to be written ka. :tim, differing by re a son of its vowel length from katim 
_ flcutll. But there is no need to use the specia.l symbol...!., since it is e, va.ria.nt 
of !. anyhow; we will therefore write kartim, and similarly whenever we hear 
s. long ~. 

b. The same argument holds for the vowel sound!::. occurring after 
another vowel, since it is simply taking the plate of r: ",re "trill therefore 
write, not klia. If clear" . or moa..- "more 11, but kl ir, ~. This view is oon­
firmed by the faat that, when a suffix beginning with a vowel is added, the 
!. reappears: e.g. klirim "to cleer". 

c. LiKP"f·.rise, with words ending in -a (from Eng. -~), such a.s namba 
"number", or ~ 11 razor It , the 1: reannears on the a.ddition of' 8 foll~Ting 
vowel: e.g. ns,roba.rim "to number ll

, resarim !lto shave". lie will therefore 
do well to write nambar, resar,thus providing wha.t is known a.s a. morpho- , 
phonemic spelling. 

3.4.vlord-Boundaries. \le are oft e n t empted to write Neo-Melanes-ian 
tlords separately or together in a.ccorda nce with our spelling o-P t he related 
wo-ris in Eng 1 ish: e. g. kam ap tra.rri ve II (Eng. come l!E.); big fe la II big n (Zng. 
big fellow) or bring im "bring -(transitive)tl (Eng~ bring him). Such a. pro­
cedure imposes on Neo-Mela.nesian t ~l€ structure of an a1 ian language and 
fails to t 'ake into account the way that Neo-l,1elanesian itself functions. 
In ,Ne o-Helanesian; the division bet"reen "lords is determined by stress, each 
new word having a fresh stress on its first 8yllabl~ (phonemiaally speak­
ing, a.nd disregarding the extra inserted vowels in ~onsonant clusters, 
discussed in sect ion 3 ~ 2 above). Vie will t 'herefore . write as . one word all 
syll~ble s fol+o'ofing a. stressed syllable: kauaPJ bigfela.J hringim 

An exception to the pr1.noiple j uat stated is found in the unstressed 
~ylla.ble i, which oc curs before pre dicate s, ,nor-tna lly . a fte r . a 11 au bje cts 
except mi ur lt

, mifeleUwe ft
, Ylt "you", yufe la lI you (pl.)" andyumi ' nyou and 
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lIT; i 8.1so occurs in subjectless sentences. For instanoe: disf61a. me..n i-go 
"thi; lUln goes"; em i-go "he goes"; dis'fela he·us i-bigfela "this house is 
la.rge"; mi trifela i-ka..rre.p Uthe three of us arrive u; i-renllit rainsD. 
This syllable, though unstressed, belongs with the elements following it; 
its gramnatica.l function is that of a "predicate-ma.rkerlf, telling the 
hearer that what follows is the predicate of the ola.use. (It 1s in no 'tTiae 
equivalent to the English pronoun he!). We will, therefore, as in the pre­
ce ding examples, write this element i connected by a. hyphen to the immedi­
a t e ly following word. It is accepta.ble to ' '''Trite it 'tlithout a hyphen: dis­
f e la. man i go, em i go, mi trifola i ka:map, 1 rena !Iowever, such spellinga '8,A, 

a mi go 'Ihe goe s" or oli go Itthey goff, with the i atta.ched to the pre .... 
ce ding pronoun, 8ho'\'1 a fundamental misundersta.nding of the grammatical 
funct ion o·f i (there are no such pronoun forms as emi or ali! ) B nd are 
the refore to be avoided. 



LIST OF SUGGESTED SPELLINGS FOR NEO-MELANESIAN 

to a ccompany "A Standard Orthot;ra.phy for Neo-Illielanesian" 

Robert A. Hall, Jr. 

Introductory Note: This list is intended only to exemplify the type 
of spelling suggested in the a.ccompanying discussion. It is not intended 
to be complete either in number of words given or in the definitions 
(which a.re only for the purpose of ident ffying t he words), and does not 
replace a vocabula.ry or dictionary_ 

. a brus -im II dodge" 
: a.bus Ifmeat" 

a busim ffmi x ll 
', adartairn "at, a.nother time" 
a'darwe ( i) !! the other way" 
a darwer tie lsewhere a 
R dorim "aiore rt 
adres "address n 

aftarnun trafte rnoon II 
aftumora. It day after tomorrow" 
age i !le.n e xc lama t ion n 

a1 neye " 
aiai IINew .... Guinea apple n 
a. i8 din It iodine \I 
a ian II iron fl 

aibika "a kind of shrub" 

a idono It I don r t know ••• r s mind If 
a ila.n t1 island 11 

8 ina nga I1"Thi te bait tf 
ais nice" 
aisi "I understand ll 

.8 iema la ng Ilpa s s ive sodomist n 

8.i tink lIproba blytt 
' aka s ITa cacis Il 
akis, tli k is lIa xe" 
ali v i ill II he 1 p, re 1 i e ve " 
'8tG9.mas "joy; rejoice U 

a.ma t 11 raw 11 

ambrela tr umbre lla It 
a mbusa ' llporpoise II 
an, Mn lIandl! 

ananaa "pinea pple IS 

anani t nunde rneat hI! 
andek I' on deck" 
anewe(i) , lIat any ratell 
andararm "to arms" 
a.~ian "onion!l 
anis "ant(s)" asl0 inis 
angkar, f1.ngkar -im lIanchor" 
antap IT a bove ~ up 11 

ap "Uptl 
apim "lift upll 

a.ran, arang Ita kind of pandanus at 

arars "edge n 

arm "a.rm" 
aroyar -1m "steer around­
a.rurut "staroh, arrowroot" 
ar8 ftbottom, caU8e, souros' 
a sa de ( 1 ), II sa de ( 1) • ye 9 te r da. y It 
asak "full, riohft 

6.S8.we( i) ~sawe( 1) Itthat' sthe way 
a skim" §skim "ask" 
a.skit "ohin" 
aspirin "asniring n 

atap 'lesf of sago palmu 
gtenshan flattention" 
8 t un "t una fi s h" 
August U(month of) August- (If' 

pronounced ae in Eng., then Og88) 
Bupa "native spinach" 
aur "hour" 
aut "out 1t 

autsaid "outsid$" 
avon Ho",en" 

bag f ~g It bag" 
baga.ra.p 11be spoiled" 
bagaritrepim "spoil, ruin, wreck 
be i It in or de r the t n 
bai~l lie kind of palm-like tree" 
be. iim "buy, pay" 
ba ik "bicycle lJ 

be irobs.! II soon n 
ba.ina.t "bayonet, sword It 
bel:, b!k If be ok" 
1?akim, bMkim rtgiva, send back n 

baket I1bucket" 
baklain, ~kla in "rigging" 
baksa id, biIksa id "reverse, Ceck" 
bakship, b~kship "stay (naut.)" 
be.Iaieim "splice, split" 
balss "balla.st ·" 
balus "pigeon; aeroplane" 
banana 11 banana" 
banta tilnis -1m "banda.ga n 
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bank, btl.nk, ba.nk 
bank II be ne hll 
bar "a kind of vegeta ble" 
baral, lil.ral "barrel ft 

bara t fI weer kj di to h" 
ba sis 11 ba.se il 

basket, 'btisket"ba.sket" 
ba sta rd, bltstard n bastard It 
batan "button" 
batar \I butter" 
bata.rflai II butterfly" 
bata r i, bt¥. ta.r i " b3.. t te ry" 
ba ut It bend; out of 1 ine It 
bed "bed It 
be ( i )kan tI baoon" 
be(i)kpa.udar "baking powder" 
beira -im uhoe 11 

be ( i ) Bin II ba s in" 
bel II bellyll 
be 10 "bell" 
bembe "butterflyn 
'bensin If be nzine, petrol n 

ber n bea.r rt 

berit -im "bury" 
beten "prayll 
bife I "wa ter.1.buffalo 
biforta.im "foremerlyU 
big -fe la ' If large J big" 
hig be 1 "wate r-buffa 10 
bigbos II c hiefu 

bigbot "large vessel" 
bigbradar . Ttolderbrothe:r" 
higbuBh "deepbush, jungle'" 
big da un \I fa r a '\<18 y tI 
bigdaunbilo 11hold (of ship)' 
bigd or "ma.in entrance" 
biggan .II ca nnon n 

bighed 11 concei te d person" 
big j a. j n chi e f j u d ge It 
bigmastar 1YV. I. P. If 
bigmaunten "high mountain" 
bigmaus ltimpudent personn 

bigna it II Lm~dnight II 
bigne (i\)m n generic term" 
b igp Ie ( i ) S \I C oun t ry 11 

bigrod 11 highroa d \1 

bigsan "time ar9und noon" 
bigsi "high seas" 
bigsolwatar "ocean" 
bigtaun "large whi te settlement 
bigwin If storm, hurri.ane 

biha in "later ll 

bihainim tlfollow" 
bikos "because" 
bila 8 II ornament. .; mockery" 
bi Ie Ie It goa.t II 
bi 1 inat n bate I-nut It 
bi liv -im II be 1 ieve" 
bilong "of, for." 
bilum nnet-tag" 
bin "wa.Bi past-tense auxiliary" 
bin II bean( 8) n 

binatang "insect" 
binen II bee n 

bipi "Burns Philp and Co.' 
bir "beer" 
birua nenemytl 
bis "beads" 
bisi Ubusylf 
biskit tlbiseuit" 
bianis "business n 

bladiful Ita term of abuse­
blain IIblindlJ 
blaistik "pencil" 

2 

blak, bIlk "black"', 
b1akm?-·n, · · bl(1k~n, -~n·,~b~1~r6d man' 
blakskin, 'blilkskfh . tl na ti.e" 
blanket ., bll1nket'(blanket I 
bl iong "ha tc het II 
biok -im "block" 
blu -fela flblua" 
blut flblood" 
boi "native; labourerj dIsciple" 
boil -im ~boil" 
bokis flboXIl 
boksen Ilbox -ing" 
bol 110011; testicle" 
born -im lIbombll 
bonan "tN'O muscles behind kidney" 
bonon IIdugong" 
bong 1l1ever " 
bon ionim "burn" 
bor -im trbore, drill" 
bOB "boss, pverseer, leader N 

bosboi "na tive overseer' 
boskru fl crew, member of erew" 
boskuk Itchief cookt' 
bot It boat II 
bota 1 IIbottle II 
bra da r 11 brothe r n 
borata I!sibling -.f same sex" 



brai t n broad" 
bra.ndi, br~ndi "brandy" 
bras, br~s "brass ll 

bra sbe 1, brMs be 1 n haver sack n 
braun -fe la II brown 11 

bra d n brea.d" 
brekfa s n breakfa st n 
bre(i)sis Ifbraces, Buspenders ," 
brij flbridge" 
brik I1briek Jl 

bringim flbring-It 
bringimap( im) Itbegin, sta.rt II 
brod -fela "broad" 
brodka s, brodkl1a If broadea st II 
bros -im II brushl1 

bruk II ( be ) br oken 
brum -im Ilbroom" 
brus "leaf tobacoo; chest" 
buk "book l1 

buka ukind of crOWj Buka native· 
buka 1 fJ buckle n 

bulit -im"glue 11 

bulma.ka u n bovine anima 1" 
bum uboomll 
bumbum "torch" 
bumsiks "ca psizing of boat It 
bun "bone, s keleton ll 

bung II come 't 0 ge the r, me e t ft 

bungim II bring toget her n 

bunim "( of "l ind) blow in from sea. 
buris "a kind of fishtt 
bush "jungle, bush" 
bu s hka naka "bu s h na t i ve " 
bus hna if n bush-knife" 

butoma "na ve l" 
bw 0 i II be te I-nut, be t e I-pa I m" 

eha ina uChina , Chinese n 
C ra ina man, .... niI.n, If Chi ne se " 
Cha inis II Chinese It 
eh( i)n Il c hain" 
c he ( i) nj 1m "c he nge " 
c he r . 11 C ha i r II 

cheris "a fruit like oherries· 
c h ik i tI ins ole n t 1\ 

chi P II C he a p It 
chis 1) che e se 11 

c hok It c he. lk" 
c hokolat I1 c hocolate If 

da da.p Ifa kind of tree If 
da. i 11 ce a s e, die" 
da ins.n, da iniln II cead pe rson" 
da itW-n If diamond" 
da in8.ma it" dyna.mi te Ii 
de.. i B II d ice 11 

da iva.r II diver" 
da.ka IJ pe ppe r vine ; it s f'ru it 11 

damda.m fltomtom" 
dan "cooked; done (of meat)1f 
da.ngi 1 1Ill'tl eke re 1 fI 
da. san II dozen n 

de.s (t) "dust" 
da.un n down( wa.rd) II 
da unbilo I! be 10vl" 
da unim II put down n 
daut -im II doubt" 
de ( i) It da.y II 
dek "deek l! 
dewel "spirit, soul, shadow 
Desembar uDecember l1 

didiman I1Agriculture Dept. or agent" 
dilim IIgive out, dish out, distrib-

ute II 
din,8.ur "debt, obligation" 
dip 11 dipping halyard tt 

dir "dear, eBpensive" 
disfela lithia, these ll 

diska.in "this kind of ••• " 
dissa id 1\ (on) t his side II 
diataim "this time" 
dokr ok Ii fr og n 

doktar IIdoctor" 
doktarboi IInative medica.laasis-

ta.nt II 
donki "donkey" 
dor udoor" 
dori Itlorry, truck" 
dorti !ldirtyll 
drai IIripe coeonut lJ 

dra i -fe la n dry" 
dra.idok IIdrydoek" 
dra.m IIdrum tl

, (NOT drum, unless u 
is like "09" in IIboot-) 

drif Udrifttl 
dr iIn9.n If dre a.m" 
drink "drinkn 
drop II drop II . 

du-im !linette, tempt; a.ttaoklf 

· t .. 



v e(i)la "a kind of fruit" 
e(i)pa "stingray" 
e(i)se1 "donkey" 
e(i)sik "vinegar" 
eleven "eleven" 
em (NOT ami!) "he, she , it 11 

en "itt! 
enj in "engine" 
enjinir "engineer" 
envolop "envelope" 
Epril "April" 
eri~ Ita kind of tree" 
erilIllut -im "let out, emit" 
et -fala "eight" (HOT ait!) 
evri "every" 

fa da m II fathom n 
fail -im IIfile" 
fa in -im 11 seek for It 
fa.ir "fire 11 

. fa ira p "explode" 
fa irim "fire, discha.rge, ri 
fa irtna.l1, -mlln n fireman II 
fa i rwu d II fi re~#ood Ii 
fa it Iffight It 
fai tim fI strike" 
fa iv -fa la If five II 
faivde(i) I1Frida.y" 
faivkorn l1a , 5-cornered fruit" 
ff,lkim 11 inseminate If 
fakinars Uactive homosexual" 
fa mili, rimil i n family" 
farsla in "the first group; first­
farsta im "first It 
fa s, fHs f1firm( lyO; be held firm­
fa s hi n, fti. shin, "rna nne r, way'" 
fat, :Nit I/fat tT 

raul II fowl It 
Fe brue r i " Fe br uary It 
fee 1)8 Itface, brow; anger tf 

fee i}s im II be angry at· 
fendar "fender ll 

ferwin tlra i. wind tl 

fift i It.fifty t1 

fiftin "fifteen" 
fikus "rubber tree U 

filim "feel" 
finggar tlfinger rt 

finish -im fifinishn 

finishtaim "who has finished his 
term of 'indentured service 

fish IJfish ll 

fis hia in It fi s h-l in6 II 

fius "fuse; roll of money" 
fivar I1fe ve r" 
flag, fl~g "flag lt 

fial flfly" 
flauar IIflower, flour" 
flogim nflog" 
flor "floor" 
flut IJflute" 
foldaun ufall d,own t1 

for -fela "four ft 

fordo uThursday" 
forod "fcr.J head ll 
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forfai np~ .. 8 near; pass by, miss" 
forget -im "forget" 
fork "fork" 
forlain "form a linen 
fornan 1I1eader" 
forUllnim n join ft 
forti Itforty" 
fotograf -im "photograph" 
frs1de "Friday" 
fra iim II fryll 
fra ipan, -pHn "frying-pan" ' 
Franis, FrlInis II Freno h,. France u. 
free i)d i1afraid lf

; ttbe afraid" 
fre(i)dim "feartt 
fren "friend" 
frog II frog" 
frogwin Ita kind of wooden dishn 

frut n fr u. i t 't 

ful 1Ifooll! 
fulap II be full II 
ful(im)ap -im "fill" 
fut IIfoot It 

ga be I It fork 1t 

galimbong Il s heath containing coco-
nut blossoms" 

galip "nut-tree; the nuts trere6f 
gaman, #man ,U dace it; dece ive It 
gamanim, gEI.ma.nim "trick, deceive" 
gan Ugunll 
ga.rd 11 gUA r d 11 

garden II ga.!"den1f 
gat "have it 
gavment 11 government II 
gan nagain ll 
ges(t) lI guest" 
gewer IlW83pon" 
girigiri tlsmall cowrie shell It 
gita.r Itgu itar" 

· .; \.-. 
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glV1ID "give" 
glae "glass, mirror, spy-glass" 
glasim "look at with a. glass" 
go "gOI! 
goa.n "go onl" 
goap II go up, mount" 
gohe d It go ahea dl lt 

gowe n go awa.y " 
gal "gold; goaII! 
golip "mother-of-pearl shell" 

golmejar IIsergeant-major" 
gong "gong H 

gorgor "a kind of plan~11 
gos(t) t1spiritn 
gra.nas II cora.! and shell fragments" 
gras IIgrass; hair" 
grasop "gra.sshopper" 
graun n ground; earthlt 
gra.unim !!put ground a.round" 
gre ( . )vi TI gravy" 
grill II r ingworm" 
grin -fela Ilgraen ll 

gris -im "grease; fla.tter(y) 
griskat Itgreetings!1I 
hipap -im"pile uplt 
guava n gua va II 
gud -fela Itgood" 
gudba i It good-bye II . 

· gudfashin, -fishin Umoral(s)' 
gudivning IIgoo'd evening!" 
gudmorni ng flgood morning" 
gudnai t l! good night" 
gUdne(i) m "reputation" 
gudta im It calm; good wea ther" 
guma U snail tI 
gumi "rubber" 
guria. 1!t r emble n 

hachis J h~chis "hatch(~ra.y) 
he f, hE! f, II ha If; pie oe n 

hafhaf -im, hlfhtlf -im "divide in 
two pa rts; do incompletely 

hafkas, hHfkEts It one with two tr1 bel 
affiliations 

ha fmark, hEl..fnnrk II S ixpe nee" 
hafrnu.n , h~ fmun II ha 1 f .... moon" 
hafsai d, hMfsa i d It site It 
ha·i U high, up n 
haid -im IIhide" . 
haise 1m)ap -im -"hoist up" 
haiwatar trhigh tide 11 

ha lyae, hMlya.s "ha.lyard( s)" 
h8m~ag "pride, boa.sting" 

hamar -im, hilmar -im "hammer ll 

han, liln nhand, arm, branch" 
handard "hundred It 
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hangimap -im, htl.ngima p -im n hang" 
hankaf, ~nkaf "handcuff" 
hangri "hungry" 
hard -fe la It ha rd 11 

hardwok "work .hard" 
hariap -im It hurry upn 
harim n rear, understa.nd n 

hart IJhea rt 11 

hat, hMt !foot" 
haumas nho'~ much" 
haumeni "how many" 
haus "house I room" 
hausli.t 1twhy?n 
he bsen J1 peas 11 

hed Ithead ll 

he d man , .... niln n he a. dnt:l n • 
he dwin It head wind IJ 

he 10 It he 11 o! It 

heloim "greetn 

he Ipim It he Ipn 
hip "pileI! 
hipa'p -im ttpile up" 
hevi Ithea.vy" 
hipare( i) It oheer, acclauetion" 
hir uhere" 
hirim Ii hear It 
hivB.U -im "heave uptt 
ho be i -im If plane 11 

hoI !thol e 11 

hola.n flwa.it!" 
holda lit he "fJIThole day" 
hoI ide (i) II hoI ida.y" 
holim ilhold" 
honi lihoney" 
hopeo "1 think so" 
hors "horse It 
hot -fela "hot" 
hotgris Upoulticine" 
hot im . n heat n 
hotwatar II/Sa.go t;ruel; water for 

hea.tingll 
huk -im II hook 11 

hum "a. kind of tree n 
hure n hurray; to shout n 
husat, husil.t ttwho? whom? I 

i- predicate-marker (NOT n'he II or 
U~heJl or "it" or "is ft

) 

ina.f II sufficient; able It 
inafim n sa.tiafy" 
Inglish "Englishn 



ink tlinkfl 
insa i d II insd. 0.6 
ir Ifear II 
irotu "a kind of tree" 
is ( t) tJ Ea s t It 

i8i "easy, soft ., smoothU 

ivning lI evening" 

jag II j ug rt 

jaj ttjudge n 

jak, jHk . ltja~k (feSr auto) 
j aket, j ~ket 1t jacket tI 
jam, j!1.m "ja ro" 
Janiueri, JE1 ::.:dueri "January" 
Jarman (NOT German) "German'" 
Jula i IIJulyll 
Jun "June 1t 

ka bij, kM.bij "cs bba.ga If 
kabin, kif.bin II cabin" 
kaikai "eat; food" 
ka ika iim 11 bi te II 
kail !1wedge ll 

kain IIkind u 

kais t11eft; left-handed" 
kaisar Ilemperor 
kak II flying fish" 
.ka kadu "cockat oo 1J 

kakalak II c cckroach ll 

kakang llbarbed wire n 
kaka u 11 lJoca. 1I 

kak i !Ikhak i 11 

kal lIa kind of bird" 
kala bash tlcala bash, gourd" 
kalabus, kl1:l.1abus -im "jai: 1f 

k.a.lang j;ear-ring" 
ka langa r "parrot It 
kalap "enter (upon)" 
ka.le..pa tfexnression of sympa thy" 
ka Ienda r, kl1:llendar n calenda r n 
ka 1 iko 7 k~. 1 i (; ~) II 
ka Ika 1a p i: dance, j ump 11 

kala.fi l um lia kind of tree" 
ka.lop IIpillow-.like support­
kam !leomell 
kaman II come on! II 
kama.ngoro "a kind of tree It 
kamapim II discover, invent 
kamatit II cotne out» 

"i{ambang, kambiing 1I1imeu 

kamda n ca !'ne nte r 11 

kamda \,;.n II c~me do,.,nn 
kame ,r6 y i lIa kind of tree ll 

kampani tI company; European employee 
or agent of a company, trader" 

kampas I1compass u 

kan tffema Ie genitals" 
ka.n, ktin, r: bE: able n 
ka nai n seagull II 

. k~ "ka;'~ .. 1ka ~t n Jl.a t i ve" 
ka na.n, kElnan II en nnon H 

kanda U ra t ta.n; cane n 
kandare "maternal uncle 1t 

. ka nde 1, k~ ~.de 1 II oandle n 

kan(d)is, kHn(d)is »oanvas fl 
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kangal ufea.ther; feathered headdress" 
kanggum "a kind of water vageta ble It 
kangkang lIa small orow" 
kangko IIw 8.ter-oress" 
kantri n ~ ountry (distinguish from 

kanda~ce! ) " 
ka nu "oa r-Jove ; native boa.t n 
kap "OUpll 

ka p, kH p Jl cap" 
kapar "metal (any except iron)" 
ka piak .It bref' dfrui til 
ka pok "kap ok II 
kapstan ~ ka I~ gtan trout tobaoco" 
kapten, k~ pt en "cantain 
ka pul Jltree-'-w-al1a by 
l ::a.pupa 1I break wind n 
kaput "br oke n It 
kar ncar :: 
kare be.u 11 wa tar-buffs 10" 
karakum 11 big red ants" 
karap l1hid1ng place" 
karapaim :! hide" 
karapela IIprope llar" 
ka.rapua Ii shuTt banana II 
karapUH It s hC'!"t .s.nana n 
karavia II qC2 rantine tf 
kard "oard ll 

kergo "cargo" 
kari "curry!1 
karim, k~r im "oarrytt 
ka.rkarim - l-,J~kil.rim noarry around with one 
ka rij, 1:::& r i j , n carriage II 
ka.ropa 1l \~J' il d maize II 
karot ksroi.: Itcarrotl1 
kartim IIca r ry; . give birth ton 
karuka. II pa.n danuslJ 
ka s, kil i,j 'i be} r rel J aa sk 
ka sang "p 2anut( S)II 
ka sawe 1 " k.!~i sa we 1 If ea st or oil If 
ka aka s • i::)(;8 b i~ 8 If 

ka sta r( d) it custard n 



kastans "Customs" 
ka ta mot tf na.ke d II 
katar II cutter" 
katan i l cot ton n 

ka.tim "cut lJ 

ka.rtrij n cartridge If 
katu "hermit crab rt 

kaukau IlS\ieet potato U 

kaunsil IIcouncilll 
kaunt -im "count" 
ka,ur fIe. kind of bamboo" 
kaut "men IS ha ir orna ment ~t 
kavang Itsheath of palm leaf" 
kavarap trenvelope n 

kawarwar IIginger" 
kawiwi 11 Oswk lJ 

ke (i)k "cake It 
ke(i)la flbare-, mldheaded" 
ke ( i) s II ca s e, box cage n 

ke Ie "trowe 1 t1 

ker lI eare II 
kerasin T1kerosene1T 
ki "keyll 
kiap "patrol officer" 
kiau lIegg; 1 ight bul b" 
kik -im "kick" 
kikbag II canvas swag tf 

kikbol II soccer foot be 11 
kil "keel; ridge; ridgepole" 
kil -im !lstrike; kill" 
kina "c lam, a kind of mus se 1 tt 
kindam II pra.'fl'1n; kind of era. bit 
king "king tl 

kinin IIquinine lt 

kipap "tack close to the wind" 
, kipar , "keeper" 
kipas, kipis Itdrift; not anchor­
kirautim "get out" 
kisim IItake ii 

kit -im IIputty tt 

kivung l!meet1ng n 

kiwi "s hoe-polishlJ 

kla b II club (in cards) n 

klak "clock; heart" 
klamar 11 clamp fI 
klambu II mosquito-net n 
klam(shel), kl~m(shel) "clam-
klaud Ifcloud ll 

klaudbruk "cloudburst n 

klin -fela "clean" 

klin -im IIclean ll • 

kIlr -im lI e l ear ; make clear" 
kliraut "clear out!" 
klivar "jib-boom ll 

klos II clot heE! IJ 

kl osap "almnf~t n 
klostu "near" 
kmi till C orrlr:1i t te e It 
kofi It coffee,t1 
kok "penis" 
kokeru "rooster; clitoris" 
koki "cockatoo; cook" 
koko "coccal' 
kokomo "hornbill" 
kokonat -s "coconut ft 

kol !reoa l ll 

kol -fela "coli" 
kolim, designate lf 

kolsis "a. kind of tree" 
koltar, lIeeal tar, creosote" 
kolwin 11 sea breeze If 
kom -im "comb" 
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koniak !!cogna c; kava plant and drink" 
kong-kong tlChinese lt 

kontrak II contra at t1 

kopra. 11 copra" 
koria ITa kind of pigeon" 
kork -im II cork" 
korkskru II corkscrew fl 

korn !lcornn 
kornar II corner" 
korpral IIcorpora.l" 
kort -im II court; ta 1:e to court" 
korvo If stringrayU 
kotkot II crow; raven" 
ko(u)t ttcoat" 
krai "cry, weepll 
kraide i1chalktt 
krakon It rope from a kind of vine It 
kr&ni 1fM31ay trader" 
kranki3 krilnki "clumsy, incorrect IS 

kria IIcribu 

krismas 1I0hristmas; feast, party" 
R r i st en ' II C hr i at ia.n " 
kro !lcrow't 
kro ba r II crowbar" 
krofish II crayfish" 
Iros llangry; anger; be angry" 
kru IIsprout; mushroom; brain" 
krum I; '~rooked It ' 



krungut -im If be, make crooke d If 
krutman " -mMn "recruit tt 
kuk -im' II cook, burn" 
kuka. Itcrab ll 

kukambar "cucumber" 
kukboi "native cook" 
kuken n sma 11 ("'ake" 
kuki "cook" 
kukurai It headman, chiefrt 
kulau "green coconut" 
kumu lie di ble leaves j greens" 
kumul "bird of paradise n 

kunai "a kind of grass" 
kundu "native drum lt 

(k >l.lrita lIoctopus ll 

kus n cough" 
kuskus IIclerkn 
kwa 1 ia "small she 11 tf 
kwik (be) qu iok" 

. kwiktaim tlquickly" 
kwin "queen" 
kwila. II ironwood n 

lada.r, :.Mdar "ladder ft 

Ia.r, litf "la.ughlT 

lafa.p IIluff up n 

lai nlie, tell fa Isehood" 
lot n lot; -t t-.::e whole thing" 
lsif "I ife :i 

laik -im 11 like , \018nt" 
la.im .... im II glue" 
Ia in It line " 
lainim "tee..ch li 

laisens "license" 
lait -im t11ighttt 
la i t. I: 1 ig ht i1 

laka? IJ undG rsta.nd?" 
lala "a ki~d of fish" 
I a Ia i Ii t roc hu s she 11 " 
lam(p), lELm( p) It lamp" 
lang IIflyll 
langsam tlslow(ly)" . 
langur II a k ind of fish" 
l~nis '''tov/beat It 
lans-, IMnskorpral "lance cpl.­
laplap ; lilplElp 1I1oin-cloth" 
lapun, IMpun nold person" 
larim, lEi.rim IIleave alone" 
la t, lM.t 1I1a.t hI! 
laulau ItNe\-J Guinea apple" 
laup " a kind of, treed; laue ~flea' 
ladar '!lea~hert1; ledarhed Ileatherhead 

Ie fl'l3.n, -liln n Ie ft l'l1nd It 
leg "legit 
lego -im IIIet go" 
leman "lemon ll 

leme.ne ( i) d IIlemona de Q 

lepra "leprosy, leper" 
le(1)s "be tired, weary; l a2yu 
letar "letter (of alphabet)" 
letim "let, allow" 
levelim "make level n 

lavar "lavern 
lif "learn 
lifimap -1m nlift upn 
11k "leak U 

1 iklik "li t tIe 11 

lilibit "a little" 
limbum lie. kind of palm" . 
li(m)limbur -t "vacation' 
linda un "bend" 
links nleft tt 

liver "liver" 
livim "leave n 
10 II law " 
lo(u) "low (not high)" 
10k -1m 111 ock" 

8 

10k ":'1m, lok( 1m)ap -1m 'lo,ok up" 
1010 "M;l JAy-apple tree" 
lot "lot; the whole thing" 
lomho II c hillies, red pepper' 
long "to, at" (preposition) 
longcher "easy chair I deck Qhair" 
long -fela !llong; tall" 
long long l1orazy" 
longta 1m "( for) a long time' 
lori "lorry, truck" 
lo(u)ri "a kind of parrot! 
lotu "worshiplt . 
luk n look, . glance" 
lukaut -im IIwatc hI . look out (for)" 
luksave "recognize" 
lulua i IIvilla ge headman or chief" 
Ius -im Ii lose; forget n 

machia, mEIchis "matches" 
M.=i i I1Mly II 
~ 11 "mile" 
ma is It corn, rna 1ze 11 

IIJ3. ise 1 II chi se 1 tT 

IW.itbi T'p e rhaps, maybe n 

birill 



makas /fa kind of tree n 
maka u lIa kind of fia hI! 
rna 1 "bark loin covering ll 

rna.lari It ( be) as hame d II 
malaria It rna laria II 
mala.mbur tlherring" 
maleo "eel" 
rna 1 ira "love-spe 11 II 
rna 1 i sa. It sea -p ik e n 
tr£.lolo "re at IS 

uti luma Iu 11 soft n 

n:a.ma "mother fl 

mambu II bamboo; tube; flute II 
rrami . II a. kind of yet mit 
rna n, mM.n " man ; rna 1 e n 
mana.nguna i 11 sea ~agle 

. m8. n- nilnawor Ita kind Df bird ll 

M3.nde ( i) II Monda yll 

IIk'3. ndor Ifnat ive overseer 11 

mang "a kind of Sma 11 anima 111 
mango 1 -im tll ove ; desire; envy II 
mangang It be si lent 
mangga s 118 kind of tree" 
mang .... mdlnggro( s) "mangrove" 
ma niok "ma niocll 
manki rr boy" 
rna rak Ita kind of fish" 
rna roma 1 , II j 8 en r£lnrlo 11 

M1rch lIM:lrch" 
ma rimuri "take pity, hEl ve mercytl 
marip "a kind of parrot" 
ma rita "n kind of tree" 
rnarit "spousell (also niirit) 
mari t, uilri t -im If rra.rry" 
mark "shiIlingTl 
markim Itrnark, write If 
markmnrk Itof va rious colors" . 
m£l rma it lImnrmi te It 
mDrsa la i \I demon, devil, ogre t1 

rna s It must, 8 hou 1 d II 
IDS S ke t If g un, r i fl e t1 

maski "it t S a motter of indifference 
rna SmD s II bug" 
mD S ( t ), nit s ( t) II rra s t It 

rna stard ltmustnrd" 
mast8 r, mfistar "European" 
rna t, nil. t, 11 mEl t " 
mDtmnt, niL tml1t It cemetery" 
ma tun "8 kind of fishn 

mau ttripe TI 

maulfish "a kind of fish u 

ms unten "mountain, hill" 
maUB IImouthft 
ma.usfas, -fEts "mute n 
me (i )nse( i)l lIU13.inaa.i1 It 
me ( i )nshi t Ifms ins heet n 
me(i)t "mate lt 

mekim It do (NOT make!) 
meknois I1 rattle, shake n 
melan Tlmel on" 
me 1ek fI semen n 
merne II goat; pith; dregs II 
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meri Tlfemale; (native)woman, wife!! 
me te r "me te r (39 inc he s ) 
mi II I, 100 II 

mife1a !T we , us (not including you)n 
miksim . Ifmix!1 
milin lie kind of vegetable tf 

milis IIcoconut milk" 
milisim "mix with cocnut milkll 
mining rtmeaning" 
min it ttminute ll 

mishin t1 mission ll 

mishineri "missiona ryl! 
misis II(European) wo~n, lady, wife" 
mismis "clan; clan brot her n 
mit It fl e s h tl 
miting ttmeeting ll 

momut llmarmot II 
mon tlhigh-prowed canoe without out .... 

rigger" 
mong 110 kind of tree" 
moni "money" 
mar II more ; very" 
moran "python IT 

moreta Itt hD. tc h II . 

morning IIrnorningft 
morningta im "( in the) morning" 
morso lie kind of ree f fia h" 
moskito "mosqUito" 
mas ong If fine he ire" 
motokElr ,lIo.utomobile" 
mukmuk IIsa~o roa sted in open fire 1t 

muli "lemon 
muroutim "go around stealing ••• n 

mumut 1I1nrge rot; sCDvengerlT 
mun "moon; month; monthly wages ll 

muruk "cassowary" 
muaik "music; mouth organn 



nD "and"; "or" 
n D rout liS bout; arounda' 
nadarfel£1 lJanotherlJ 
nadnrknin "of another kind" 
nsdartaim Itanother time" 
nndarwe(i) Ifin nnother wny" 
na if Ifknife If 
na.1n -fe la "nine If 
naia ~fera "nice, fine ,feautifula 
nn it llnight fJ 

nambar ' ~im . unumber n 

nambarwan "first" 
na ( m) b i c h II be a 0 h It 
name 1 "middle n 

nansi, n~nBi "effeminate ,tmn· 
napkin, .nM.pkin, "ne pkin, serviette II 
nn psak, nf1.psMk "kna psn oktl 
nar ua kind .of tree 11 

nasau n dunderhe.~ dn 
nGting Ilwith something missing, out 

of 'norma 1 context 
nn t ink "perha.ps Ii '.'.. .' 

notnnt f n~.tntit "mosQ.uito" 
nntun "a kind of fish" 
na u "now1t 
naw(o)nem Ilof course" 
ne(i)oor Itneighbor" 
ne(i)m (NOT naim or nnom!) 1Pname' 
ne ('i)t i v (NOT na i ti v!) nnat, iva ff 
nek "nodk; throat; voice; melody' 
nektn-i "nook-tie It 
~oks ~fe1o ftnext" 
nevarrwin "no mntter t1 

ne s ( t) 11 ne st It 
neva rma in fino' ID3. tter I( 
ngong ftdenf-mute n 

ngosngos "lioe It 
ni "knee n 

nil -1m ffnee~la; pnil w 
ni1daun "kneel" 
n1.1dnun "kneel" 
riilfie h "a kind of .fis h" 
ninik "bee; wasp" 
nius ~news rr, 
ni~spe(i)pQr · ~newsp8per· 
no tl noi not II 
nof'ir n~o foar 11-

noga t .. by no menns.! . NOJ· 
nogud ttwith bad re:;iulti; bad"; 
nogudim "spoil, ruin" 
nok "ribs of .lenves ft 

..... _n.plq~.n, . l}ol.cll~~. ~ :~ ~ Is imp·o8s1 ble' 

~-: .... 

noker ' "don1t cnre" 
nok ' -im "knock lt 

nort IInorthn 

nos tlnose t1 

Novembar "November" 
NuBri ten "New Britain" 
nu .... fe1a IInew tl 

nukp~ku II confe s s, own up II: 
NuGiI"ii IJNew Gu inea II 
nusnm ITnewoomerf tyro" 
nuyor ,nuyir "New Ye~r" . 

of is Haffies" 
ofi sa r It office r n 

oil -im "'oil" 
Okto bar , "October II 
01 (NOT 01 i!) they, themn 
olge dar "all" 
olJ3 emIT t hu s, f? 0 j, lJlc ~ ., :~;f,}.~~ 
01 tn 1m lIalways It . . 

ona.r -1m IIhQnor" 
()P .... 1m nope n I; 
optin "can-opener u 

orait tlwe11; all right­
orait1m n set straight ~ fix" 
oranj "orango" 
ordar "order" 
ots "oats" 
Gvnr -im "turn over~ 

pain "pine (tree)n 
painnp ' -(l.p "pine ~1 pple II 
pnip "pipe n . 
pn 1£1 1 n 1 i zar d II 
palpa lU,a. k~~ of tree ft 
pnm(p) "purPp," heart, pul S6 n 
pam "palm" i 

pamkin . "pumpkin n 
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,pamok "whore, harlot If 
. pandol II shent h ' conto. ining". coco-

nut bloBsoms" 
pnnggn 1 "pnlm-f'rond 1t 

pan-, p~.nke ( i)k "p~ncake ~ 
pap~ "father ll 

pn po it . '~a . kind ' of "love · spe 11 n 
pnpo. mari1l · "pnrentsll 
pnpayn "papaya, pawpaw" 
pnplu nblast it! ourse itl" 
p~s, pgs "letter, document' 
pasij, pa~ij"possage" 
pato n duck" 
pa~~n "dynamite" 



pauch "bag" 
pnudar npowdern 

paun( d) ttpound" 
pe(i) ~im "pay" 
pe ( i) If pa in U 

pe(i)nt -im "paint d 

pe(i)par I1paper" 
pe ( i) j n page n 
pekpek Itexcrement it "excrete·n 

pen "pen rt 
pani flpanny" 
pensil I1penciltT 
pep "sheath of sago leafn 

pi "pea.( s) If 
pig Ifpig" 
pijin I1bird; Pidgin" 
pik "piok, picka.xe n 

pikchar "picture" 
pikinini "offspring, .child; fruit­
pile lip lay" 
pilo "pillow" 
pipel IIpeople It 
pipi "turkey" 
pipie 11 ru bbi sh, tras h,refuse n' 
pispis "urine; urinate K 

pi tpi t II suga.r os ne 11 

plairam "hoop iron" 
plangis \1 '00 tchet II 
plank, p l~nk It boa,rd, plank" 

. plant .... pIMnte(i)shin Uplanta.tioa" 
plant, pl~.nt -im IIplant; bury" 
pIa ya s " pI ie r s " 
ple(i)n "be level, even lf 

ple( i)t Ifplate, dish" 
plenti . I!manyfl 
plis npolice ll 

plisboi "native constable" 
pI isrre star uEuropean police officer 
po ba i tu II rifle (' l~aning flanne 1 • 
poin( t) Upoint If 
poisan "poison; magic; so!roery" 
poket If pocket n 
poli~h -im "polish" 
pomat npotassium permanga~tee 
pop,," "Roman Cat holic" 
popo Ifpawpaw" 
por "canoe without outrigger ft 

p~rij 11 porridge " 

pos(t) "post" 
potato ttpotn to n 
prauwin ufollowing wind" 
print -1m "print' 
pris(t) - "priest" 
puding "pudiing" 
pui "naked" 
puinga nbreakwind" 
pukpuk ucroaodile" 
pul "oar; ' 'l ing; finn 
pu 1 bot "rowbo8.t n 

pulim "pull; seduce; rape" 
punpun "e kind of tree" 
purpur "flowe r j gra s s skirt rt 
pus " sash; scarf" 
pushpush n sexua 1 interooUrse It 
pusi "cat" 
putim, plaoe" 

rab -1m "rub" 
. rabish "of no account; poort! 
ra bun "ridgepole" 
rn 1 ~ina from -eo.uth-ea,st n 
ra ira 1 "rifle" 
rais flriae" 
rait "right n 

rait -im "right, write 
ra 1 trdn "right hand­
ran "run lt 

rana.baut urun around'" 
ranwe ff run away" 
rat, rM.t" 
raun I1round tt 

raunabaut "around" 
raunwatar Illa ke" 
raunwin "whirlwind" 
raus "out" . 
raus "out n 

11 

or a cadet rausim "put out, get rid · oft! 
red -fela "red" 
re di II rea dy" 
rediim "make ready, prepare" 
re dio ~ ra.dio" 
re ( i) 1 tI/ra i 1 It 
re (i)n lira inlt 
re ( i)n bo 11 ra in bow If 

re (i)sar Jfrazor" 
r~(i)sarim "shave" 
re (1)a18 f1 ha sten" 
,rid . -im "read" 



rif IIreef" 
rifae(i)l "raefeail" 
ring "ring It 
rivar flriver ft 

rod trroad IJ 

rolar "roller 11 

rong -1m "wrongrt 
rop Urope " 
'rop1m natring up" 
rOB "horse If 
rOB (t) n rust 11 

rot It (be) rotten" 
rotang I!rattan lf 

ruksak J -s8'.k "rucksaekft , . 
rular IIruler (for mea.suring'" 
rum "room ll 

ruru "meditate If 

sadal, sidal -im "saddle" 
S8 i dan IJ se r geant " 
saidlam~p), -le!m(p) "sidelights U 

sakim, s&kim "push baok lf 
-

88ksak "sago palm; sago" 
sa lad, silad II sala d t, 
salamon ncere~l1oni81 rattles" 
sslap Itnettles'f 
saman "outrigger" 
sam ba1,t sELm ba i If ata nd by; we. it IJ 

a8mfela tI'some It 
serota 1m "some t ime n 

samting "thing n 

san "sun" 
san a 1', S bna. p .... 1 r,n If at a n. d u 1:) 11 

sandaun IIsundown; the west" 
sande "Sunday; day off; week" 
san- s~npe(i)par Itsandpaper" 
Bang "a kind of timberU 
sang8.na "groin It 
sangana "gr:')in n 

sange "pliers n 
sangguma ' IT soroery; Sorcerer It 
sankamap lI sunr i8.e; east" 
aa-nta, ~81.nt8, "seent, pe rfLurle ri 
sa.rip, Umaehate of hoop metal ll 

sarjen(t) nsergeantn 
Sa ta,r de ( i) "Sa tur day 1f 

SB..ur It sour tI 
saursa p II soursop n 
sautis(t) Il southeast1l 
save "know; be in the 00 bit ofn 

sayer "v~getables" 
BeCi)l nsail; canvas n 

1.2 

se(i)lar "sailor; to gat easilyn 
selim "send lt 

se iwa n rs.nga target n 
selpan "tent; piece of canvas tt 

Septembar NSeptam.ber" 
saremon1 "ceremony" 
s6vende(i) IlSeventh ray Adventists it 

s~ven -fela "seven" 
savanti "seventy" 
seventin "seventeen It 

shaf(t) t!araft" 
shaka1, sl'li.kel "part of anohor o}1t,in n 

sharap -1m "shut' up" 
B he rna r "adze n 
sharp .... lm !faberl', sharpen" 
ahaval -1m ITshovel ll 

shekh?n, -l't¥n f\smka hands" 
8 h~ 1 n s he 1111 
shE:1:m -1m II shame n 
s hil i ng If 8. hi 111 ng II 
shin IIshir.>" 
shi~8hip It sheep" 
shit "rama inder ff 

shoim "showl! 
8 hoim tt show" 
shol(dar) "shoulder" 
shar n shore II 
short nshirt" 
short -fela "short" 
shortwin If(be) out of breath" 
shrank "cupboa.rd, closet, ohest" 
shubim nsh~ve, push" 
shutboi "gunboy, native beater" 
shut lam( p) f -ltim( p) lit orc hl ight It 
si tlsea tf 

siga'r "cigarll 

S igarat It c iga rette n 
B iga.u °wa lla by If 
eik "siok J s ickne sa" 
sikis -fela Ifaix" 
siksti IIsixtyl1 
sllika "silk tl 

siment ITcementl1 

sinaman tlcinnamon u 

sindaun "sit;' be located" 
singaut -1m Itcall fi 

singglis using-let It 
singsing IIsong; native" ceremonia.l" 
sip'ra ffarrow II 
s ira p It C he e run" 
sis8 "siblingof o~oosite sex" 
sis ik " se a sick n 
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sisis "scissors" 
sistar "sister (nun, nurse)" 
siti "citylt 
siv -im II sieve u 
ske(i)l "soale" 
ske(i)lim "weigh" 
skin "skin, body" 
akal lts-qua.II tl 
skol "aqualll! 
ekoD It scone 11 

skre (i )pim IJ scrape U 

skru -im "screw n-
skul II se hoal n 

skunar "sohooner" 
alak; sl~k -im "slaokH 

slap, sIMp -im II s Iap" 
sle(i)t IIs1at e l1 

sling -im "sling" 
slip "sleep; be recumbent" 
slipim "lay 1enthways, fell" 
s10 "slowll 
s lute It sa.lut e!1 
smel --im I1 sme ll" 
smelsave f1 r e:; cognise by odorn 
srnok -im t1 smoke" 
smol -fela ll sma ll" 
Sne (l)k tI snake II 
so 11 sa\'lll 

soda It soda II 
Bodar -im "solder 
soim IIsaw l1 

soim tT sew ll 

soimap -1m "sew uP!! 
sok "sock ll 

sokan "stockinglf 
sol"sal t 1I 

soljarJlsol dierll 
S ollt/8 tar n o ;~ e an n 
sop fiS01:lp II 

sor 11 s ore? "'Tound n 
sarfis h I: s'vJ ordfish" 
sori ! ; sorry~': 

sos Ilsauce \I 
., I t "Ill Sospan, -p~n Isaucepan, U enSl 

snanar, sp~nar Itspannern 
spa-ten, It shove 1, ~pa de" 
spinat . II spin:1c hI! 
spir --im ilspear" 
s p i r is II me t hv I ate d s p i r its II 
sporarn "hid d~n rock" 

spos (NryT ~n~8l} ni~ 
spring IIsl'ringlt 
spun nap~)n It 
step n be, be 1 oca te d, c')ntinue N 

star nstar" 
starn nstern" 
start -im nstart" 
steshin "'Oost; farm; barrecke" 
stik "stick" 
Btil -im "steal" 
at ilman J ..;m!!n lit hier" 
stimar ' "steamer" 
stin~ri "stingray" 
stink "decay, be odoriferous· 
stir -im "steer" 
st ')n " stone n 
stor -im "store" 
st ori "story, tale n 
at ov II at ove n 

strafe "punishment 11 

stra.in nehevron n 

stra (i)t "right, etra ight f true n 
stre(i)tim "set straight, right" 
string "string-It 
strong "strong" 
strongim "strengthen n 

strongim ftstrengthen" 
sumatin "schooboy, -girl tf 
sup "soup" 
$UpSUP "arro\..," 
suruk, surik Ifback" 
surukim, surikim "pull back" 
susa "sibling of opPosite sex" 
susap "Jew f s ha rry 11 

susu "breast; milk" 
S\'la in It swine" (a s cue s-wor d) 
swalan t1 swe ll un" 

• L 

swet "swest" 
s\.., im II swim" 
swimim "find by diving" 
switmuli "orange" 
swi t -fa la n sweet" 
switpoteto "sweet potato" 

ta bsk Uto ba ceo tl 
taid "tide n 

ta im lit ime; ".,hen 11 

ta is upond; swamp 11 

tait, "tigh.t" 
taitim "tightan ll 



ta k is, tf1kis IIta xft 
ta lai "sardine s ft 
talatala "Protestant" 
tal bum I1pearlshell; snail shell IS 

ta leo "wind from nort hw6st n 
talis tla kind of' tree and nut ll 

tambaran, ttlmar~n Itsaered cere-
monial objeot(s)"j spirits 
of tha dead 

tambirua "corn (on foot); yaws" 
tambu "forbidden; prohibiiion n 
tam buim II for bi d It 
ta,miok "axe H 

tandok "signa 1 tt 
tang "tongue n 

tangir "kingfish" 
tank, tfink "tanJ~~ It 
tankim t&nkim tttf)£ink" 
tankyu, tElnkyu "thank you" 
tanket ua kind of palm leaf; 

chit, message; rendezvous" 
tapiok l1ta pioca It 
tarangau n fis h-l'1l wk" 
tarangu npoor fellow!" 
tarar II a kind of shellfish" 
tarn -im "turn n 

tarnbak -bllk "reverse side" 
taro ntaro tf 

ta~pulit "tarpaulin" 
tarti "thirtylf 
ta.rtin "thirteen' 
tasol, tlsol "only ; but" 
ta us 1 " t owe 1 n 
tauk a IIcuttle fish" 
ta.ul II cone h-s he 11 horn 
ta un '"town ll 

tau-nB m "mosqui t a-net" 
tausand "thousandJ! ' 
te(i)hal (NOT taibal!) "table," 
te ( -i)kwe ( i) ' ".t ake a.wa y" 
t e ( 1) 1 II ta i 1 n 

tel ifon IItelephone " 
telimaut , .:...im "tell, reveal" 

tema tan II heat hen n 

ten -fela "ten" 
tent '''tent" , 
teritori , "Tei~itoryn 

, ti"tea U ' 

tiang IIforked post or beam" 
tic h -im ' 'lttea.c h" 
tiqhar · lIteacher" 
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t icharboi "nat ive teacher" 
t iktik ftkind of wil d sugar cane 11 

tin fltin can" 
t inmi t II canne d meat" 
t inkt in1,,: "think; thought. opinion" 
t inta U ink" 
tipot "tesnot If 
tit "tooth'-, teethtf 
tok II speak It 
tok1m "speak to" 
toknogudim "insult, revile" 
toktok "soeechn 

tola, toro "southeast wind ft 

tomato "tomato" 
t on If a kind of tree If 
tono "corn (on foot)" 
tor "ironwood" 
tos( t) "toast" 
to\iOn ua kind of tree" 
trabal "difficultv, wrongdoing" 
troi -im "try" ' 
trak "truck" 
traktar, trl1ktar "tra ctor" 

' trausel "tuftle" 
tre d "threa.d tl 

tre(i) , (NOT trai!) ntray" 
tri -fela "three n 

tride uHe dnes day" 
tride "He dnes day" 
triIWs(t), -nil,sCt) "three-master" 
trip n sprout" germ, young fruit n 
tri ta im "thrice n 

troaut nvomit n 

troimwe -im "throw, away" 
t ,rU lttruly; inde~d~' 
tu "also" 
tUdark, "",darkness, night It 
tude "today,; Tuesday"· 
tudir "exnensive" 
tUfela "two" 
t.uho·t , tl very hot; perspirat ion" 
tu1a it "light, daytime" 
tul ip "kind of shrub; kind of 

loin cloth ll 

tui"tul "Govern'nent interpreter tl 

tumas "very, very much" 
turnas (t), tumt!s (t) t't'rfO-:U8.,ster" 
tumbaun "wooden mask n 

tumbuna "ancef3tor j descendant" 
. tumeni , fl very many" 

tU,mora IItomorrow" 
tup~s Ita pa ir 

~ 
'.'-', 



• 

t 

tuptup IIlid, cork, oover" 
tuwing It bipla.ne It Of: 

twain IItwine" , 
twelve "twelveIt 

ula "a. kind of fish" 
umben "net bag; net It 
urua i It hea.ve to It 
utun "a kind of tree" 

vilaj "v i i lage" 
vinegar II v inegar" 
virgo "virgin" 
virua "death by violence, homicide" 
vud I!kind of poisonous plant" 

wach -1m ll wa toh, guard" 
wac hmlln" -nii,n, "wa t c hrra n" 
wail "wild II 
waildog "wild dog" 
wailpig IIwild pig" 
wain "wine·1t 

wa ir 'l'wire. II 

wa i 1 ma.n I? ,sa vage tf 
wa irle S " \Ii ire 1e ss j gossi'P n 
wairlasim "spread (news)" 
wait -fela "white" 
wa i tman, -rdt.n " Euro'Oean ft, 
wai tean, -sNn It sand" 
wa.itskin llwh:1.te manu 
wanfe la II one; same; a oerta in" 
wana i n one-·e ye d U 

wanbed IIfrom the same clan" 
wanblut iI Llccd relative" 
wande ( i) 1l:rv~,C)r..dayft 
wanfe (i) s lIa like n 

wanka.in I~ s irr.ilar, of t he sa me kind; 
one kind o£' ••• " 

wanlain lief the same group" 
wanne ( i)m It having same name II 
wanpij in II of same tribe n , 
wanple(i)s "from same nIace" 
wanrod non S3.me roa d" ' 

. wantaim ':'t.oge"ther; with" 
wantok ."compatriot ~ friend" 
l'tantu "sud d '3 ~.lvn 
wanwing IImonovlane It 
wa sa rrtl ra il wha.t I s up'? how coma? 
as him I1wa shl1 .. 

hwash ""lash (oneself)" 
ttwat c r l1 

cking movement" 

we ( i ) t "we. i t It 

we (i)t 1m lfawa..i t n 
we ( i ) tk ort It 0ne a wa it ing t r i8 1 "; 
wel -im tfoilu 
wetlivar "lung" ' 
wik "\.rick; waek u 

wilker Itwheelbarrow" 

15 

wilwil "wheel; bicyole; grinder-'S: 
wilwilim "keep turning; grind" 
win n",ind; win If 
winim "beat, surpass" 
winda "window" 
wing "wing" 
win1s "Winch" 
winisim "raise by a winch; kick un" 
winshort ns hort of breath; pant" 
wip -1m Ifwhinn 
wishis Iflikes, desires, ha.bits" 
Wi8i1 "wbistle 11 

wiskas tfwhiskars" 
wok "work" 
wokaba,ut "walk, travel, go" , 
wekb.o-i "nat ive indentured 18 borer" 
wokim "nllke, construct, prensre" 
wokmeri ttfemale worker" ' 
wokura i "hold a conference, debate" 
wol "wall n 
'Wo( t) for "why?" 
wo( t )nem "w hat 1" 
wota im "when?" 
wustar "oyster" 

yaka bor "rough, oruel person" 
yam, yim "yam ll 

yambo uguav6.. .fruit n 
yang -fela "young" 
yar nyear ; ea.r; easuarina'l ' 
yard "yar,d:; 
ya rfa S j ..... rll.e 11 dea.f" 
yati "t;eakwood ll 

ye la ";ie 110w II 
yerima "a kind of tree" 
yes ny~gn 
yeaar t yes, sir" 
ye t "ye t, s t i 11 JI 

yis(t) "yeast" 
yod "iodine ll 

yu "you (sg.)11 
yufela "you (pl.)n 
yum1 "we I us (you and me) n 
yueim nuae ll 

r r 
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