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1 . Introduction . 1

141 

This note concerns a term used in tradi:ional ri t ual and i and tenure contexts
by people of the west-central Northern Territory particularly che Warlpiri 2
Tne accompanying map shows the names and locations of tie groups referred to

The term kurdungurlu has to be under s tood in conjunction with the term co 
which it is opposed viz., kirda which is investigated in section 3 Various
t r anslations of these two terms i n their ritual sense are shown in Table 1

:he quesc:.03 o : ~,e se~anc:.cs a:1d social sig:rificance o : ~irda anc 
kurdun~urlu has been a focal :.ssue :.:1 : rad :.c:.onal :.anc c:.a :.~s oe: ore c:1e 
Aborig:.nal La~d Co=ris s:. on er, and i s fa r :r om oe i ng o : :nere pe dantic i:1: eresc . 
I:'! the :1ear:.:1gs tie ~~=ea :-iave oee3 ca~e::'l as : ie unc :.S?utec ow-:iers ( jy 
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Key: 1 ·,farum.:ngu C,;ar :-a::unga ) , 2 :fa.rl =an ;:::c., 3 j :_;-.g:.lu ()j :.~g:.:.:.) , 
4 ~dbur a ( Mutpurra) , 5 nga ri n.man, 6 Gur i ndji ( Kuur :-i nyj i ) , 
7 Kar ta ~ga!'ur r u , 8 Alyawa.rra, 9 Kaititja (Ka ytej ) . 
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TABLE 1 

ki r cia 

ow-ner 
boss 
manager - -

nim ari nggi 
memingirri:igki 

kurdungurlu 

worker 
_ -manager 

policeman 
l awyer 

djunggaiji 
j ungkayi 

/ . 

Ego's patri moiety Opposite patrimoiety~ 

Aboriginal law) of a particu l ar Drea:ring and hence of country related to 
that Dreami ng. It is the ro l e of ku rciungurlu that has been les s c l ear, and 
there has been much dis cussio n of exactly w~at rights i:i land a kurd~,ngu r lu 
has by virtue of chat status ,.;ith respect to a particular area of l and -
e.g ., Myers (1976 , es p . pp . 408 - 16) , Sansom ( i979) , ~ddock (1979 a ) and 
Hale (1980 a ). In the first traditional land claim heard in Central Australia, 
that of the War lpiri - Kartangarurru /Ku rintji ( 'Kurintji' is a variant spelling 
for Gurindji, see McConvell, thi s vo lume ), th e kurdungurlu for each estate 
were not gi ven in the list of claimant s, but ~n s ub sequent claims ( e.g., to 
Utopia and Willowra Pastoral Leases, and the war_manpa- warlpiri-Mud bu ra ­
Warumungu c l aim) the kurciungurlu as ,..;ell as k.irda have oeen cl ai mants. It 
is therefore timely co make a linguistically ba sed enqu iry into the ter.n 
kurdungurlu, be ca use of it s cultural significance and curr ent political 
impo rtance. 

Thi s note has a limited goal: to assess the linguistic cl~es to the meani ng 
of the kurdungurlu concept . For a di sc us s ion oi the wider social anthr opolo ­
gic al issues to whicil kirda and kurciungurl 11 are relevant, see !1eggitt ( i972), 
Scheffler (1978 , esp . Chapter 14) , Hyers (1976) , Kees ing (1979) and Hale 
( 1980a,b) . Once I clarify the deriv ati on of the term kircia; I review dis ­
cussions of kurdungu.rlu by anthropologists who have worked ,..-ith the lfarlpiri, 
adding cl arification where possible from~ore recent lingui sti c research. 
Then I dis cuss the significance of the linguistic evidence, point ou t its 
limitations, anci sketch hypotheses whi ch it supports. 

2 . Orthogr aphy . 

Because so me of the problems in pre vious di s cussions of the term kurciungurlu . 
hav e involveci confusion amon g phonologicall y similar words, we must use an 
un aciiig uous orthography f or ~~e word s uncier discus s ion. I use t h e current 
standard Warlpiri orthography for word s in Warlpiri and oth er l anguages, 
exce pt Pintupi (which has its ow-n literacy orthography, using an underscore 
to indicate retroflexion ) . 

Tne vowel s are J:. ~~i n all of these ianguages, and the y are relatively 
unproblematic , though there is a tendency to transcribe an u.~stresse d u or i 
as~- Tne consonants, on the othe r hand, have b een tran scri bed variousl y in ­
the pas t . The consonants of the standar d War lp iri or t hog raph y are displayed 
in Table 2 . 

By convention, word -i nitially ( and somec~~es after a hyph en ) rt rn r l are 
writt en si mply as ..£_ .!!. ..!_, since true apico - a lv eo lar ..£_ ~ ..!_ can.,ot~o - occur in 
this po siti on . 

The fl ap r d is a uniqu ely War lp iri s ound ; it is a lmost certainly a histo ­
rical development involving a split from old er *re, and corresponds to rt 
in neighboring languag es. 

In Table 3, I show correspondences be~ween standard Warlpiri and Pi ntupi 
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TABLE 2 

Standard warlpiri Ort hograp hy 

lab ia l 

p 

::i 

alveolar 

t 

n 

1 

rr 

domal :,alatal --rt j 

rn ny 

rl ly 

rd 

r y 

T.!..BLE: 3 

?revi ous Transcripti on s 

Pintuoi Caoell Wild Peterson --
r r R = 
rr r r r 

( abs ent ) r or d r r o r l 

1 1 l 1 

1 1 l 1 

k g k k or C 
0 

- - - -

velar 
~ 

k 

ng 

~feggi t c a~d ~!ur.n 

r 

r 

r, sometimes r 
1 

1 

g 

- - - - - - - - -
orth og r apn1.es for cer :a in key consonants , anc. also show how the :..iar lpi ri 
con sona :1t s cum up i n the anthropological li :e:-at ur e . ~o te in ?a r ticul ar c~at 
t:- ans cri?t ion s by ~eggict, Munn and Peterson do not make t he :ul l se c o: 
distinct i ons and th at t heir 1 r' an d 1 1 1 are ~ul ti ply ambiguous. 

Thus t he ter:n kurdCT1gu.rlu has been ,.,,:i t:e n ·,ar:. ously as ' ku run gulu' , 
•~uli.mgulu ', an d 'gurun gul u' (le avi ng aside : ar ia n cs with • ➔ •-:o·r ' ng ', which 
is J Ot pr oble oati c here ) . On the o t her hand, kirda has ap peare d as 1 k:.ra' 
' ki r a' and ' gira'. 

3. The cer::i ki rda. 

T.,e ter::i ;.cirda i s cle arl y re l ated to t he ki:1s hip term ki r dana , k.i rdar.ya nu 
': a t her' ( -~ '::iy ', -n yanu ' his, e t c.' being coo:mon endings for Warlpiri 
kinship cerc~), but t here is =o re co the ~orci than this. 

It is tr ue that in a particular context (of a ce :-econy , or Dreaoi:1g , or 
tract of country) , a ll the kirda 

... are related co one another di rect ly or ir. dire c:l y as on e or ano ­
t he r k.inri of FATdE~-MAN'S CHILD, s o i t is appr op r i a te th a t they 
sh oulci re:er : o o~e another as gira, ' t he fathers and son s' (by 
neutralizing the oppo siti on be~~e en 'f a : ier' anci '~an's chi ld' and 
permitting the des i gnation for c.,e senio:: ca t ego ry to s t anci. : or th e 
r ecip :-oc al set as a whol e ) . 
(Sch e ff l er 1978 :5 08) 

2o•,:ever, the re are ot he :- oc cu rre nc es of the corp heme kir da , and ter.!l.S 
for 'fa ther ' oth er t han ~irda ; Sc:1ef : ler's e)9 l anatio n doe s no t hel p us co 
understand why kirda , rat her than s ooe o t ~er cor? he~e :or ' :a t her ' , und er ­
~e n t t he gene ra l isat ion . To achieve this, we =use i jv es t ig ate the oci er 
t e n::s. 

Fir st, ~ote th a t ki r dana •~y : at her' ~ea ns ' re al :at h er, genit or' as 
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opposed co waoirra 'cla s sificator y father'. Both men and women use kird ana 
to refer to cheir actual father, and do no t use waoirra in C:,at sense . 
(Women also us e kirdana in preference to waoi=ra for 'my classificacory 
father' - M. Laughren, p . c . ) le is the word used to talk of a relationship 
of father ho od becween ~-10 ani mals ( e . g., ' That dog is the father of this 
ouo ') and is the worci. for 'father' selecte d by the verb 't o beg et ' (a . . , 
complex ste m baseri on wanti-mi 'co fal l , drop') : 

(1) Kirda - nyanu ka - rla yurru - wanti ngal api- nyanu - ku . 
child - his - Dae father - his Pres - DacObj begec 

'The father begets his .child.' 

On the other hand, wapirra is the root morpheme in the cenn waoirralyka 
'age - mate in subsection of Ego's father' ( cf. *kirdalyka ) , and is the term 
used in Warlpiri Cnristian material to trans l ate 'God' ( a sort of 'cl assifi ­
catory father' in Christian do ctrine ) . 

Following Scheffler's re a soni ng , we would thus e:-:pect waoir ra, not~. 
co be the term generalised co refer co t he whole of Ego's pacrimoiety. To 
under s ta nd why kirda is used , r,;e have co investigate further. 

There are four egocentric semi - patri.moiet y cenns i:1 War l piri (Hale, n.d . ; 
Laughren, this volum e ) :5 

( 2) a. own patrimoiecy : 

b. opposite pacrimoiety : 

{
wapirra 
wurruru 

{
yarriki 
kirda 

•~go and Fa (Si), etc . ' 
' WiHo (Br ) and w:U!oFa, ecc.' 
•~fo(Br ) and MoFa( Si ) , etc.' 
' Wi (Br) and WiFa (Si ) , etc.' 

Consistent w-:i.th the mea nin g of waoirra, it is the root associated with 
Ego's semi - patrimoiety. i;..rnac is perhaps sur1)rising is that kirda turns up 
associated with one of the ewo semi-pacri moieti es in the pacrin:oiet y oppo site 
co Ego's (I explore an exp lan ation for this be lo w') . we are assisted by 
Myer's (1 976:397) observation chat the Pincupi equivalent of kirda ( in ritual 
se nse, opposed co kurdungurlu ) is both 'varriki, and ki ta', i~ the 
semi-patrimoiec y terms corresponding co ilar lp iri yarriki and kird a. 6 

I thus propose chat k.irda in its w"i.dest sense ( referri ng co an entire 
patrimoiety) is eA-panded from one of the rwo terms wich poi nt of reference 
in the opposite pacri moiet y to Ego . T.'le degr ee of generalisation is no t so 
great - less than Sche ff l er envisaged in his )!love from 'father' co 'fathers 
and sons' . 

Fin ally, what is the connexion between kircia n a 'actua l father' and 
kirda - rlangu, k.uyu- kirda 'semi-patri moie.cy o f wi (Br ) / Hu(Si), ecc. '? Consider 
the fol l O'ooling restateme n t of the connexi on : for a reference point (pr oposi:us ) 
in the semipatrimoiet y of Ego's spouse ( and s i ster's child ) , th e root 
' fa t her' (vi z., k.irda - ) does not d.iscinguish actual from cl assificatory; 
whereas for a refere n ce point in the cjree o ther semi-patrim oi ecies the 
distinction is made (kirda - vs . waoirra - , wurruru - , yarrik i - ) . I n this 
respect, Warlpiri resembles Guri:idj i: there is no specia l root :or a comple :-: 
'father' term with reference point in Ego's sp ou se's semi - pac r imoiecy, anci. 
the simp le root 'father' is pressed into se rvice . 7 

I now propose a possi bl e develop ment of th e term kirda, based on the 
view-point of a male Ego . The parallel sit uation for female Ego, wit~ whic h 
I am even l ess familiar, obviousl y needs to be incorporated into t he anal ysis. 
Note that a man's wife 's father ( actual or classificatory ) is: i ) a rnemoer 
of the suosection for which the man is kirda; :.i ) in Warloiri, referre d co 
as kirda - oura i i or k.irda - nyanu whe n hi s w-:i.fe or b rot her - i~ - law is reference 
point. The relations hip be~ween a man and b is wif e's father is a l so connecte d 
with the cere monial notion kirda c.,.-irough t he fo ll owing combinati on ( suggested 
to me by Ken Hal e) of cwo Pintupi so urc es. ~1oyle ( 19 79: 172 ) does not record 
any term simi l ar in form co kirda - in stead, he gi ves may-utju, 'the so - ca ll ed 
"owners " of ceremonies and song series; a !!:Oiecal division whose counterpart 
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is the kutuogu,!_u. ' However, Hansen a:ic !=.ansen (1977) glos s =yutju as 
'Boss. One's father-in - la w is one's c.ayucju, as ~el: as othe r re lat i ves.' 
Putting coge t:1er c..'iese c;;o glosses, we see cha:: a :nan r.;ho is kurcungu r lu 
i ::i a particular contex:: refers to ::iuch the same sec of men whet her he us e s 
mayutju or kirda, and ~ot:1 are gi.osse c 'b os s' i::i Aboriginal English. 8 

Furt her evidence chat c:1e cer.:i ~irca origi~aces :roe t:le point of vie w of 
the ;curdungurlu :::.s :ound i:1 one of che Gur i ::idj i e~1.:ivalents of :<irda 'ow-ner ', 
-;iz., ngurra - !ilungkuj 'count r y - ,.,ife ' ( the o t:1er ::-~·o equivalen::s bei:1g 
~al~io.an ar.d ngur r a::iarla ) . A wan is ~urdungur lu for a Dre ami ng and trac e o: 
country :or whic:1 his w"i:e (and her :acher ) :::.s ;c:::.rda . 

Thus, I conjecture t =:a:: the ::-~o k~nshi~ se~se s of ~irca - are related 
through certain social and cereoonial pr a c ::i ces in volv in g a ::ia:1 and :1is ~i:e 's 
:acier. In th is view, ki rda- ' a c t ual f athe r ' is the jasic (a: le ase, :1istQri ­
ca l ly ?r::::.or) sense, and oo t=: the seti - pat :-::..Do ie cy sense and the pa t :-•i::ioiety 
sense o : t5e root a re cer::::.vaci ve ( ?erha?S i :1 t:l a t orde r ) . Fin ally, the poin t 
of view of che kurdungurlu i s c:1e source o : c:1c ri t~ a: ter:n kircia, in the 
fol lo win g s ense . I: on e is related as ku r dungu rl u : o a urear.:..i:1g a:1cestor, 
the:1 it :ol:ows chat the particular )reaoi~g a:1cesc o r is :.:1 c:1e O?posice 
'Ja ::r::.::o iety, anci t:1us one uses cern...s baseci on :eircia- and varriki - co refer 
~o t:1e Drea::ii:1g ~"ic:1 a ;c:::.rcia as r e:erence ?Oi n: . See a:so sec t io n ~ .2, below . 

4 ?:-o?osec ceri v ati on s o : ~u rciungur l u. 

I :10•.; su r ,ey the 'historica l or sy:1chron ic c:er:·, a c::..ons o: ~urcu:igur::.; a:1ci 
assess each ?rO?Osa _ ~icn lingui sti c inior::iat:::. 0:1. I n gene r al, ::1ese c eri,a ­
:ions :1ave been gi v e:, ~~ : j ouc st a t i~ g exp l i ci: l y ~nether t:1ey are : o be taken 
as ?Urely hi s to r ical ecy::o l ogies or as sy:1chr o:1:::.c ~or phological analy ses with 
i:n? lications for the sei::a:itics o f c:-ie e :qre ssio::s : o r ?r es enc-day speake rs . 
I rec ur ::i co :h i s i n sec:i on 5 . 

~ . l . )erived froc 'ritual'. 

~eggic: ( 1962) , t:le ::osc co=?rehe:1s:::.ve e::j:i og ra?hY o: :he ~ar l ?iri, records 
c~o analyses of kurd~n gurl u , boc~ o : ~nich re:ace i: : o aspec:s o f r itu al. 

:-:,e first i:1terpreca cion is a ccri butec:: :,y :•'.eggi:: : o a group o f · .. :arl?i r i 
a : ?:1i: : i? Creek ~aci ve Settlement (•~·here some ;•larl?i ri -i·,ec ·..;:::.::1 :,aruoungu 
?eop l e :,e:~ee:1 1945 aoci 1954 ) , anci he suggests chat the i:1cer pretac ::.on is a 
recent in:1ovac::.on cr.der ·..:ari.=crigu (i,:arra o U'!lga ) in::uence: 'g'.lruqu - lu' i s 
glossed 'cho se ~ho g::..ve :h e ar::i :,_ooc :or r:::.c~a : cecoracicns' ( 1962 : 203 ) . 9 

I:1 fact, the Warlpiri cer::i for 'ar,_o lood ' :.s ;c'(;!.°:-:111.u . 10 :-:,ere is :10 ·..;ay 
co con~ect ~urrJgu, ~ith apico-alveolar fl ap .EE_, t o kurciun2ur: ~, ~i:h 
a?i co- poscalveola= f_ap rci :,y any pr ocess of ~ar: pir i ?ho::iology or word-. 
for::oa: :::.o::. ~egg :.c: has :1oc r epea. : ec r::h:::.s ce:i:1i : :.011 i:1 s uoseque:1c papers . - 1 

~eggitt's oc:1er trans l a.:ion ~as :h e o~e ie acc ri :,u : ec co the ~arl?iri, 
anc has be en re?eaced by h:::.msel: and o thers: 

Some :nen cranslateci "guruip .:li.;" as "gi..:r~- rp.:it..:11 = cere!i:onial ·:,usi::ess -
outside . 
(~egg:::.cc i9 55:377::1 . ) 

"guru - ~ulu" ' ci:ose ot..:cside t he ri:;.; al' 
( :1eggi :: 1966: 20 2) 

'c~ose who oay not ace i:1 a ?ar ci c~l ar r i : ual' 
C·1eggi :c 1962 : 203 , c: . :!eggitt 1972 :69 ) 

This gl oss has be en r epeated, : or e~a=?le, jy ?ecerson ( 1969:32 ) and Sc~e:::er 
(1 978 : 508 ) , anci ga i::is ?lausibility with reference co a::ot ~er :er= L~s ce c :,y 
:-1egg it : (1 966:202), ' gu r"J ' 'p ower o r vi rt ue . . . of 6e songs 1

• '.;ari?ir:. has a 
ca s e st:::i :,: - ngurlt: . 1 a1.ey := o=, ou : o : (::. :1 =otion or :ocation' ( '.:.l acive ) . 

There is only one entry i:1 t~e ct.:rrenc ·..:ar:?iri ciccio:1ar :; fi_ .e r..;hich 
cou lci corr espond co :!eggitt's 'guru', ·.-i.z . , ;curr u ':: en 's "j t:si::iess " o r cer e-
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oonial ground, oarnoa ground'. But to derive kurdungurlu f rom kurru is not 
possible ~n ~a rlpir i . R.a~~er, as in the previous ca se, it seeDS to involve 
con£usion of ~.10 riistinc: sceos, aided by an ins uffic ie ntly preci se t=ans ­
criptional sysceo ,..,hich doe s not distinguish rd from .E!.· 

To i3dicace ju st ho~ easy such :Jisiden:i:icacions can be, consicer the 
entries in Table 4 con sist ing of the i.iarlpiri ·..;ords relating t o :Jythology 
and ritual which contain ?honetically bi syllabic sequences simi l ar (a c 
leas e to che English speaker's ear) co ku r du-. 

Bue words containing .. . kuru ... or .. . kurru ... are enc~rely i= rel evanc 
co our discussion of ku rciu~lu, since there are no know-n synchronic or 
even historical rules ~hich can connect .E. or .£:'_ to rci. Only f or:ns with =d 
(or ne hi stor ic al ly relat ed rt ) are gernane, an d ~e discJ SS these below. 

This is not to sa y that kurdungurlu cannot be und erst ood by the Warlpiri 
in tens of ritual roles (o r exc h :si on fro::i theo ) . ~1egg~tt and others s~:1ce 

TA3LE 4 

Warlpiri Bisyllabic Sequences with ~ / kurr / kurd 

a. with r. 

kuruw arri 

kurru 

kurrJ.--ij un: 

;curruwalpz. 
(perhaps al so 
kurr1..1warlpa ) 

yukur r uk1.:rru 

C . ·nth rd. 

kurdu 

w.ark, design 

1. ~en's cer e~onial ground 
(al so yukurur : u) 

2 . firesaw (a lso ji~any-pa ) 

::ed och re (a s found in 
Sandover Creek ) 

to replace it - as when 
doc : or rest ores esca?ed or 
st olen spi::ic 12 

spirit creatu r e 

wo~en's oval cereconial 
boards 14 

child, young of ani~al 

kurdij i (west ) l_ l . br oad so f c<..;ood shie ld 
kurduju ( easc )J 2 . ci=cuocis i on ground 

3 . circuncision cerecony 

jaku rdu kurdu novice taken on jou ne y 

-

'guruwari ' ~!eggit: (1966 : 181) , 
?eterso n (1 969:32, 1972:21, 23), 
~unn (19 7 3) . 

'guruwal oa' ~eggic: ( 195 5: 383 , 
39:, 398), ~i.:nn (1973 : 89 , 1:4 ::::., 
133), Peterson (196 9:2 7 , 1972 :2 2) ; 
•~ur uwal?a' W~ld (1 975: 44- 5) .13 

'y-:.lgu r uguru' ~hmn (1973 :5 .:.. :-:-.) 

'guru' Capell (19 52 : 116) , 
'guru' ~eggicc (1 962:124 ) . 

'guridji' ~!unn (197 3;5 3) 
'g~ridj~' ~eggict (1 954:7 ) . 

' djagu ::ugu ru' 'cessenger' 
Ca?ell (19 52 : 115- 6) ; 
'ngana-gur u-gur u' 'chose who 
have i~bi~ed ritual knowl edge' 
said of "unior nov ~ce nea r enc 
of Gadj a;i ri : ua1 ,!5 ~eggicc 
(1 966: 176)/ 
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have extens i vely doc:.i.::enceri t~e c erecooial si gn~: icance o : tie ~urcungu =lu, 
and I 2.i:l not qu es tioning ti ei r de sc=i?tioos. Howev er , the internal scr ucc ur e 
o f the cer::i kurdungu r lu coes not in itself ?r ov ice any evi denc e : or t =a::s: a­
t in g i t as 'th ose ou csi de tie ritua l' or ':=ose ~ho ::iay no c ac : in a ?a rci­
c:ilar r itual '. 

In a particu:ar =i :~a: co ncex:, =~e ~:irciungurl:i i ncl~ce close ~terine a::d 
a.: : bal k i:1 of the ::Ci=da . Thi s has been obs e=v ed oy ~!eggi t: ( 1966 : 205, 
l972 :69 ) anc Pe te rson ( 1972 : 23) , and is cent =a: : or Schef : ler' s =ea ::alysis 
( 1978 :5 08) . ~or coc:::ients on ~at=i l a:eral =i:~ a: l i n~s in anoth er pare o: 
Australia, see Heath (1 9 78b : ~7 1, ~78) . :n this secti or: : collec : li ::guisc i c 
evidence : or a de ri vati on of ~:.1=ci1.:ngu =lu :=o = a te:-::i ciesig7.ati ::g t':le ?r i ::iary 
u ce:-:.ne :-ei a t ions hi?, cha c be c·.;een a ::io che r and her child . In t':lis vie •,1, 
k~ :-cungurlu is a senantic coc ?:ene::t co the agnacic =e:ac i o::sr.i? c esi gnacec 
by ~i:-ca, a :r eady ci : ed . 

'rlar -? iri ce:-:ns :.nvo_·,ing c:1e root ku =du, i:: acc i tio r: : o c:ios e sho 1..-:-. ::.:-. c':le 
:o~er ?Or :i on o f :able ( ajove ) , are sho1..r:1 he=e in :a ble 5. 

: he ter.ns ku :-du.,a a ::d '.<".Jrciunyanu a=e dis ci ::igui sheci :r oe :.Curciu ::.:1 \,·a=: :,i:- i 
s:.g:: langcage. ?or ~u=ci.:::a a:,,a ~u=c:i.,ya::u :~e si g:: i s: '3e:it :i:: ge =s o: 
r i ght hand s coop upwards a c stomach' (~eggi : c 1956 : 8 ; A. ~endon, p . c . ) . For 
k~rcu, che si gn is: :i ?S o:: c:-it:=b, inde x : i:: ge :-, a :.c :::iccle :i::ge r : oge the r; 
o c:1e:- ~..:o :i nge =s agai:.st ?a :::i (~e:icon 1978 : 17 and p .c . ) ; '.Ul r igh t :ingertips 
togech e= ·~1i t:1 : huoo jal: or. =id c : e :i:1ge::-:1a::.:, ?a:= : o jociy. S•,1i:,,g : o ?al::1 
:..e: :. usi:1g ·N--:is ;: as a:<i s . ~e: :.i::-:1 : o or i gi::a : ?Osic ic:i' (",:right :980 : 32) . 

:hus kurdu - appear s in : he e::;,re s sion of t:1e ::1othe:-- chi : d relacionshi?, 
a ::c i:1 special senses i::\·o:·,i:1g :-ai :1. :: ::.s ?OSs:.':)le : ha c chese ;:--..:o co:Jains 
are :-eiacable i :1 Che con tex: o f ~a r lpi =i co sc ology, but I am ur.aole co 

• 0 

:~e=e a?pea = to oe cog na:es to ~ur ciur.a i:1 neighbou ri ng languages: - · 
Gur inc ~i ::Curcu=i:u •~c::1a:11 s c:1i:..ci, ::an's s:.s :e= 's c:1i lc'; ~ari=.u:: gu 
:.Cur:u:,u=l t: '·..io:Ja:11 s c:i.::.:..c, sis ce:- ' s s:i.::.: ci'; Ji:,,g i lu kur li 'daugh:er (;;o:nan 
speaking ) ' an d ~uli 'nephew' (Chadwi ck 19i5 ) . -- -

I ha ·1e ::o c : ot.:.-:d s i:::.::.:a r · .. o rcs ::.:: a va i_:ao :.. = sou=ces on ? i ncupi or Aranda. 
?u:-c:1er a .:::.e_c i n Aus tra _ia, .::.ere is a conn exi on •..Jith 'U!!!Dilical co=d '. 
Fi=s .:, ?:.c : a-?i::a (~e sc e::-:1 Quee:islanc ) :ias ~urt u 'i.:=>ilical co =c ' ( 3:..ake 
1979) . Seconc, ::.:1 6 e · . .:i'.< :..anguage s o:: ·~·~:er::; Ca pe ":."erk ?en i:i sula, fern s 
cierivec : =oo *kt:i.:tin (V) ::ean 't:=b::.lica _ core' (',:i '.<-:!u:1gkac.a k~c: ana, 
~i~- ~gachan koecana ) ;ccorci::g co Sett on ( :978) , ~ho a lso records :h e ?r ac­
e.ice whereby th e ::io~,er's siste r and oo che r i:ispecc :h e u~ i li cal co=d o : 
~~e :..a: :er's c:1::.:c co ce :2 :-::ine ce rc ai3 ass ocia: i ons o: ::: e c~i: c . 51.:::0:1 
( : h::.s voluoe ) ob ser v es :~ac cne '3ELL"{' hand - sign cov ers cnis ' uciliilical 
corci' =e:ac i on . :::,, ~ga=lt:::}a ( ?:.:ba =a, :,·esce ~ ~.us c:-a :ia ) :«.:=:-..: ::ea:is 

kurct.:na J 
kJ= tb:::;a:11.: 
kurci.u 
~l.:r -:::;,a:-~ca. 
~urdukurcii.: 

T.!.3E 5 

sis te = 's cii_d, (~o=a::'s ) c::i: c; ~i~ e's 
c~a l e =e fe re~ ce ?Oi::lt ) , a!so ~ancir= i . 
d : i:d, you.-:g ( o : a:1::.::ial ) 
?re gJ a::l: ( li e., c~ i: d- wi : h ) 
1 . ch i lciren ( ~:J= al .of kt:rdu ) 
2 . s::ial: =ai~· c : ouc:10 ---

:a ::: er 

to en ter i:1co (o: ~a cer ) , flood, 1 -i::,,undace · ' 
~1.::-ci.:- yt:.t(a-::ii co :.ncndace 
:,Jrt:c u::,1.:=rulyi.:r:-1.:- ?i-:1yi to sc are to :-a ::.::i, co cake gro•..;. l 8 

' 
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' s pirit' ( ::a le ec al. 198b) . 
Ther e a r e a : ew o c:ier worcs ~-i.::1 ::ie =e a:1i:1g 'si s te r 's child', and r oughly 

c:ie : o r::i o : kurdu - , i:1 o t he r Aust r a li a:: languag es , 20 o: ~hic:1 ti e =os c Si:::il ar 
is Lar dil (~~or:i::.:1g:on :s:.. a:1ci, Gul .: o r Carpenc ar i a ) :,ar da (o o:..ique ":cardu- ) 
'si s t er's so~' ( Ea:e ec a l . : 98la ; gi?en in a s:..!ghc:y c :.:.:erent o rt iogr aphy 
a s '.<a rea in Eale, c:iis volu ::ie, :?igure 1) . 

~-;'.,ile : :ie ":<:.:1 :e:-:: ~urcu:1a o r :,·.:r cu'."lya:iu : oc uses on 'chi:d ( oi ·..-oman) ', 
:. : should be :10 teci c::a t .:. t s cL~ss i: :.ea co r y se:ise e:<:encs ·:,eyon-.: c:i :.s, 
potentially co the enci re suos e c ~i on of Ego's si s ter's ch i l d (whic:1 is a :..so 
::-ia: o: a =a:1 's -... ~ :e's :ac :-ier ) . 2 · : : is ::ot cl ear ·..;ha t ?a:-t:. cular =ea ni ng 
*kurtu would ha ve hac at the t :.=e *kur: u- :igur l u ~as :o?."::le c, ju t a :: ::1e 
e v :.dence ?0 :.:1:s co ~kurcu oei :1g s c:-ongly co nnecced ~ith c:ie oo che r - ch i ld 
l :.nk . 22 . ---

Give:1 t:i a: '.<urdun 2u r lu .:.s base d on a cen ::ieani ng 's isc e r' s ch ::.:d', ~ e a- ~ 
! '.1 a bec:e r ?o s ::.c:.on :o a?? r ec :.a: e t :-ie c erivati on of t :i e : erm kirc a ( con s i­
dered in s e c~ :.on 3) . Tne k~rcung u r lu .:.::c : ude '.<urdu'."lva :iu 'siste r 's ch .:.ld re~ ' 
:r o::i the ?0 .:.:1t o : ·;:. a •h· o : c:ie k::.rda; co:npl amencar ily, ch e k i rcia in c lude 
:,uyu - kircia 1 ·...:i( 3 r ) a:1c. ·..:::.:a( S:.) , a: c' : r o::i : he ?Oint o : ·, :.e w o f c:ie 
kurdungurlu . : n us, o ne rooc ~h i ch a kirc a us es co r e :e r : o : :-:e op ?os:. : e 
;,atri =oie::y ( ·;i z ., :-c.;r cu - ) .:.s t:-ie ':>as.:.s oi : :ie Drea mi:ig - cen cr eci cenn for 
c:1e ot:i er ?at:r::..::o :.ec ::, a ::c a cy?:.ca: :-oc t a :,u r c.t::13u r.:.u use s co :-e : er co : :ie 
o p?o s ice pa tr i:: oi ec y ( ·,iz ., :<i r ca - ) .:.s che oasis o : che Jreaming-cent :red 
car::i : o r che o : :le = ?a.::-:..=.o :.a::, ... 

If kurcu:1gu :r_u :.s ce r::.·, e c. :r o::i '.<.u:r::u, ·.;hat :.s c:ie sca:: us o : - ni;,i.;rlu ? : he r e 
a r e ~,;o pos s ioili cie s '.<:1ow:1 co me, and I cons ic.er : he = :.:1 cu:r:1. 

:he ::1a ci ve (o r Ai:>:..a c.:.·,e ) ca s e s u: ::. x i:1 :,·arlpi :ri is - :1gurlu or - ngirli . 
I : i s su.:fi:<ea co a see□ de:1oc i:1g a re: e r en ce ?Oi~t, away : r o~ or ou t o : 
~h::.c:1 :iot::.0:1 o r s e pa ra:::. on occu r s . ~afe r and ~afer ( 1980 : 6) suggest ::i ac 
t :1:.s s u.::: i: ._ :..s co :: : a !:-ieci :.'.1 :,u r du ::g·Jr !x : 

:~n er eas k ::.r c a ( :1a ) :.s o ::e o : : :-:e :.;-arl?i r :. : er::is :::,r : acier, \<.t:r dt:na 
is t he ce r:n ·.;hich a •,1oman use s : o r :,er c:1i lc.ren, o r a ::a:1 uses :or 
:,is s iste r 's c:1::.lci re:1. As c:ie su f:i:< - ngu r lu :iea :1s " f:-om, " 
ku r d1.:- :1gur lu ::,rooaoly =e a :1s 11 ::- 0::i ::i e s on / ciaug:: :er " (·..;o::la:: so e a'.<::.:1g) --- __ ..._ __ . ... . 
or " :roe the ::ephew / ni e ce" (□an spea king) ... T:1us c:1e ::iean :.:1g o : 
t:-:e :e:-::i :.s con ca::.:1ec .:.:1 .:.:s e c:,r.::olog::;. A :::ian's ":<urdungurlu ( i n : :ie 
na rr ow se nse ) ~ i ll ':>e her ow:1 a:1d h e r si ste r s' so::s a:1c caugi t e rs 
( a s ~e l : a s :ier :>rot:ie r s' daughc ers ' ch :. ld r en ) . 

3el l ( 19 79 : 15) si.:gges cs a s:.::ular e t T:::ology (' t hu s '.<i.;rciungurla are ::- om che 
c :iild s i de ' ) . 

It is :rue c:ia : i .: '.<ur dungurlu : s co oe synch ror.i cal_y cerived : r em kt: r c.u, 
t:1e end i :ig · ... ou .:.c :ia ,:e co °::>e rec og :1.:.sec as ::la t::.·,e - ngi.:rlt: . :-ne one difficu l ty 
'.rith this an alysi s , oy no □ea:1s i:1su ?erable, is to ~or k cu e e:<a c ~ly :10~ : he 
s e :1se ( ' o?posi : e ? at ri= o ie: 7' ) is co oe de r ived f r om the sen ses o : ku r du 
( ' (wooar.'s ) c:-:i: ci' ) a :1c - ng;;r:.i.; ( ::: a :::.·,e s1.:: :i:<, ' ::-o□') . ?er ha? S a ? ers on' s 
statt:s as ku r duna , i .e., hi s / her re lacion :r oe bi r th to r.is / he r =others a nd 
=ot:ier's :>r o t:iers, i s cie ' s ou r ce' o : ch e ( a dults?) stat us as ~u rc ungurlu . 
? res umaol y t:1is ·N·ould be re:icier ed at l ease as a ccu ra t e: y i :1 C=oc.en ) :.;-arl?i r i 
:,y ::ie an s o f the ca se suifi ¼ -ja ngka 1 ::la t iv e o f o ri gin, s ou r ce , cause ; a : ce r', 
o r the si:u: a :r su : ::.x - •.;ar:11.; ( ::ale 19H : l: - 12 ) ·,;i-t.ic~ occ :J:-s e . g . .:.:1 
such expr e ss ions as Jao ~ ka~ 'one of t ile Ja?a:1angka s ' ( s uo s ec : io :: 
t er- ) a:1c. ::.a~ur.: ca-~ ( o r =aku:-:ita ) ' opposi t e :nacri=oiety' ( concra s cicg 
w"ich oa'.<ur :: ca - •..1a:112u ' o· .. rn ::iatri= o:. ec v' -.ri: h ? ri·,ac .:.·,e su: :i x - •..1a:1gu '·.;:.: :iout' ) . 

"le : c:ie e:<?rmions ~kurdu - jan~k.a· and *ku r du - ~ hav e not ~ rec o r ded 
as synonycs o : ku r cu:1gu r lu - : :ie :.a ::e:- is t:-ie only : o r::i co have unde r gone 
:h e sp e ci al i satio n o f ::ie ani:1 g . 
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In acci ci on, ct e e~u i vale :i:s o : ~u rcu:-.~ur : u i:i o : ::e = : a~gu ages co ::o : ~av e 
a ?ar all el JO=?hologic a l st r uc t u re ( invo lv i ::g t h e ~~at i ve sur:ix of t he 
_angu age ) , choug :i : ~e re are ~~o i:-is :a:: ces o f B??a= e:ic 'ca : ~ues' ( _ice ra l 
tr anspo s iti on s in :,a rrow ing ) ~hich do r eve al ::, is su ::ix , and ~hie:,: Je n :i on 
i n sec ti on 5, be l ow. 

:-ne o c:1er ?OSsi :,i _i c:: :or ::ie e :::::o :..ogy o : c:ie - :1£u=l;; ?a r: relates i: to 
a noun . I n Gurinciji, che ::oun n~u r lu Jea:: s •~at=i l i nea l ?hrac:-: , ( J at ri clan ) ; 
:as te :_ avou r i:1 =ou:::; : l ash, St:)ar : ' ( : or : :1e :irs c sense s ee :-!cConv ell , 
this voluo e, sec ti on 5) . : :: ? i :1:-..:?i, :1~1.:.!_u =ea:i.s : :-,e e=oci or: ':e 2.r, : ri g:n', 
anci ;·!yer s 09 76 : 152) devote s a ?ar ag rap h co ::.: ( s pell i:i g it 'ngulu' ) . 23 
I:1 ~a rl? i ri and ~ar ::a ::?a ( cl ose : y re:..a: ed =~ e2.c:1 o ther ) :::er e is a noun o : 
th e s ame pho:1olog i ca l : or.n ::~url u, ?r ooa oly r e:a ced co c:1e Guri::d~ i st eJ ; ~= 
=eans 'edi:, l e seeds ( es? ec :.a: :y o : Julg a cree ) ; ? la ne ~hie :, bear s ed i ble 
seeds ' . See a : so ~a :e ( 197 ::! 8 1) . 

Scanner ( 1979 : 37) s t at es ::i at ':'.,e Dja m.incijung an d ~angiom e ri tr ansl at e 
ngu lu as 1 :1u::oa:1 s cen t ', e . g . : :1e s::ie: :.. o : a J an' s s~e2. :. 1 c e :i rsc encoun ce :-eci 
n1s,ur: u (ni s 'ngu : u' ) a::iong c:1e :-.:ar u.=u:1gu, ·.;:-ier e .::.: re :e:- s onl: 1 : o a :: :i:::di ·:i ­
dua l 's ::iac:::-ili:-teal social to : eo (Scan :-ier 1979 : 13) . ( C: . :.Ja:-umungu nga rl.::., 
i .::.:::-l ~i 'eci i:,: e s ee ds', Si:?so::: :S80) . S:an:::e r ~e :::: ~= : o :-eco r d : :1e i::sc i:~ ­
tion o f :12urlu-coceois□ acong c~e :i ng ::.:...::., ~a :-1::ian? a ( a:sc ca l :eci ':,al ?a ri ' 
':iy hi ::i) , :!ud::iu::-a , Gur i ndji, )~a::u:id~ung and ?e::-::a?S o t ::er s ( al l ;,eo!)i es 
rot.:g:1:: ; :::or :.'"! o : ·,;a::-l?i::-i ) . ~e : ot.:nd .::.: : o ·:,e st :::-o:::ge sc a=o::g t::e · 0 -g; · ' · 

c:1e : ~ing i:~. ::,is r ecuc :i o::: i :: ::;;::i:,er .::.s a 
goe s ~esc anci norc:i - wesc :r o~ : :ie Tjingi :..u . 
(Sc a:::ne:::- :9 79 : 50 ) . 

In acidici o~, the ngur:u insci: uci on i s str onge r a~ong : he ~gar::..n□an anc 
:-iud:,u::-a : :ia :: :. : is a=o :::g ::1e Gu;:7::d~ i ( :!cConvel:, : ;,i s vo:u::i e ) and i: is 
:1one:d sce :1t a=o::g c:1e :.;a::-:?::..:-i. '--' 

It i s noc poss ib le co r ela te :::2urlu an d ~t.:::-dun2u r: u d irect ly in JOdern 
:.:a:r:?i :r:i. :::e:r e do o::xis: :e :-:i:a: ::. :e :s o : :::e :o ::-:: :::ou:::- nou:i, ";i,uc : :ie :: a:re 
noc :'o n:.e C by ?roci -..:ccive :-t:.:..es. :-:,e iax2:1?:.e s a.:-e =os c l7 :'lo ra anci : a1.::1a 
ter-.:is :...::.~e yar_a -~ 'ca : e ::-?::.l :2.= S!). 1 ( 'y ac S? . - de l ic acy ' ) and ~- ku:1a 
•~_a c~- nose c ?Yt::on' ( 'n os e- s :-i:ic ' ) . ? . ~cCo:::vel: ( ? . c . ) :1as : ou:1d c:1ac c:-i!s 
holcis a lso i :i. Guri ndj i and :'.ucibura , anti : nave ::ounci i c : o= :..:arlmanpa . 
?u=: :ie :r:::o r e, : :-ie cu::-::-e::c =eani::: g o: ~u ::-du:::gu r lu ca:1no c :,e der i·;e c di :-ec ::..y 
f ::-oJ c:1e Se?a:rat e s e:ises o f ~u:-ciu ,;nd ngu:-2.:.!. ~o·..;e,:e r, :::ii s a:12:..ys is ::as 
ap peal as an et yco logy , sins e boc :i ~ur ci~ and ngu r lu have :-efer enc e co che 

'-, - . ; ·. - .:, 1 _ , . : 2) "e - · . . .... - -'-,-- t" -·-or- - ~-- ·, .. . ::!Ot..e_ - C:l--C. ___ a __ on sn - ?. "- Cc -- , :1c-,e,e _, ._ __ ,.._ . . e "'- '-- - -•cd:- ve a:ia_ 1S1 S 

(· .. rich El aciv e -n£:urlu ) is ~use as ?lau s i::::e secan : ica - ly ( ?a r::ic .:la r ly ·he:1 
?OSsi:, l e ea ::-lie :- :Jean ::..:1gs o : *ku ::-:u a =e co :1si cie :-ed) , and is cnore ?lau si ble 
=or phol ogic al:: ; . 

A no te o f caution should be sou nded ~er e . A co rr ect ec yoolog y may cell us 
:1ot:ii:1g aoo uc c:1e cu r:::-en: =ea :1:.:1g o : a ·-·o:-d, si ::ce c:ie =eani:1g ::iay ia ·, e 
dri f ted con si de::-ab l:,• eve :- c:.=e. ?or exa .::iole , a•~::u: is cesce r.ded ::-oi::: 
awe- full and ori gi :1ally ~eanc ' causin g f~ar' . 'P.le ~ord sand - blind de ri ves 
: :::-o~ sa= - bl i :1d 1 :1al:- b_i nd', noc ~i:1g to do ~i : :1 s2.nd . :-:,e :-el aci ons~i? :,e~~ ee:1 
concep ts i:1volved i n an et j-rnoiogy ~ay ':ie_ong to a cul cur al sy sceo :10 longe r 
?resent. T:1.us, ~ i s : ro□ dav' s ev e si. ,c e ::ie ?e ta :..s o : c:1is : low e r clo s e 
up a t :1::.gh c - c:1is etyc:ol og:,• ?Oi:i.:s co a:i 2.::-c:1aic Jet a?h c r. I:1 ::1e ca se o : 
~urd ungurlu, then , we :1eeci an a:1al ysis o : c:1e deve lopment anci sp rea d o : che 
:-eleva:it cu l : ural cac ego ::-:.e s .:o .::.l:u.:iin2.te c::e :..:.nguis ci cally ? l ausb :e 
ety::tologies . 

5 . D:.::: us:io:1 o f k~ :-du., g~rlu . 

The 1ce nn has app are ntly bee n bor ro wed in re ce nt cioes oy cer:air. Aranc i c 
?eoples : o i:.'-ie ease a ::1.d sou t:1easc o : c::e '.,iar l?i ri. ~1eggit t (1966 : 202: n) 
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refers co Strehlow (1947 :1 23f: . , 132, 149), who explains Aranda 'ku~ungula' 
as 'servant'. ~eggitt po~nts out c~at the Aranda usage does not i::rply a 
soecific kinship connexion to th e ritual leaders and thus ciffers from 
W~rlpiri kurdungurlu . 26 

In general, true cognates found in Arandic languages and in Western Desert 
languages (specifically , Wa rlpiri) show word - initial ?honologica l erosion, 
called 'initial dropping', so that t3e or~ginal consonant at the beginning 
of the ~ord ( and soceti=es al so the next vowel) i s missing in the modern 
Arandic fon:is. Thus compare Warlpiri kiwinyi and Aran ca iwenye ' =osquit o ', 
or Warl?ir ~ oarntaoi and Aranda arnta~e 'bark' . It :o llows that 'cognates' 
between War lp iri and Arandic languages which do not show ini :i al droppi::ig 
in the lat ter most likely represent bor:::-owi:lg in fair l y recent t ~~es. I:1 
c:1e case o f War lpiri kurdun2urlu, Ara:idic kurtungur l a, it is most likely 
chat Arandic borrowed from the west ra~~er than vic e versa. Othe r di::u ­
sionall y snared i tees whose his tor~es are k:iow-n iave generally gone in chis 
direction . 27 

Pintupi, to the south - wes t of :;arl?i:::-i, ::iay a l so nave bor r o-.rec the t e::-::i. 
Hansen and Banse:1 ( 1977 , but not 1980) record kucungulu 28 with t he following 
meaning: 

Workers - a ceremonia_ division wnicn ~ay but usually does not 
corresp or.d to t:ie nga:ianic j a - yinyur r na divisions . 29 The cer::i is 
loosely ~se~ :or wo:kers on t~8 sectl emenc, ooth male an d :ema l e. 
Al s o usea or young ~angaroos. 

1na eed, kurdungurlu has 'cognates' i::i a nu.moer o : l anguages around tie 
~arl?iri area (e i~~er t r ue cog :ia tes or borrowings ) . I:l Table 6 I give the 
attested forms , and for compa rison I al so sn ow the word for 'chi ld' (t ie 
~i:isnip ten:i 'sister's chilc' ) . 3,e cer::i :or 'you:ig ht:.::ian' usu al_ y ~e ars 30 

app ar ent relation, except in warl?ir i. 31 

Tne bo r":"oweci sea tus of the l-..ra:icic te rn was cii scusseci above. In ? i:itup i 
as , .. el l as Arandic t:ie s pe ci£:.c ~inship basis ::or ::ie r i cual category is 
missi:ig, suggest i ng chat the Pi:icupi term ( and ?er haps inscituci o:l) is less 
ancient than in i;arlpiri. Of the t',.o ~ucibura ter:::s , one is shared ;n t.'1 i : s 
easter :i oeighbor Jingilu and the o ther is related : o ku r dungu rl u, so th e 
la tter may have been a bor r ot.'ing from t:ie south o r ·,.;es c. 

:;e are l e: c , then, ·.;it:1 the hypot:i es is t:ia t tie ce.:-:= kurdunstu :-1 u spre ad 
out :::-oo the area o f the Wa rlpiri, War lmanpr an d Gurindj i. )fote that t:-iese 
are languages which would have had ( rec on~crucced) *kur : u or a va ri ~n t 
thereof available :or the for:=acion o : *kurtungurlu. Thus t:ie geographical 
evidence supports (at l east wea~ly) the linking o f ~urdungur l u uich acer:: 
associated ~ith the =other - child =ela ti onship. Tnis co~?lica ted ?hilological 
?robleo cannot y et be regarded a s solved, and ue await ciaca f rom other 
l anguages . 

language 

Warlpiri 
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Guri:ldji 
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Jingilu 

V.3LC: 6 

cogna t e of kurdungurlu 
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{
kurtungurlu, 
kul}'UJC,gkulyungpi( :-i ) 

fkulyungku.lyU1g?iri, 
~urlukurla, etc . 

'sister's child' 

ku rduna, kurdunyanu 
~t.:rtu::ia, kt.:rtu:iyanu 
:r-u.1<.ari 
agne:i t e rr e, etc . 
ku rturt u 
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~e should al so note t:1ac ~hen ~urduJgurlu has bee:i. bo rr owed ( as it app ar ­
ently has been by the ?intupi, ~ucibura, Ara cda a~d r ecently the ~aruoungu) 
it has no c been 'c alqu ed ', chat is, reformulated i:i. a j orr owi3g : anguage 
accorciL,g : o a l :.:er al ( scec - for- s te~, ~orpheme -f or - morphem e ) : ranslat .:.on 
o f pos cul a teci cooponen ts : :i. : he donor : angu age . An example o: a calqu e i s 
wa rl:::ianpa mulyu - l a~ano a and ~arur:iungu 3gurr1.: - jurluJu 'gr ass sp .', both 
lit er al _y 'nos e - hol : o~• , on e pr oba bly calqued on the o cher . Since calqui ng 
has jOt occu rreci ~i:h ~ur ciungur lu , :.c ~ould be cha t th e or i gi nal ( compos i ­
c.:.onal ) ~eaning o : ku rc u.,~u r lu was ::o longer oov~ou s at th e ti me of bo rrow ­
ing . The saoe is true o : recent tra:i.slac .:.on s o f ~urcungu r lu :.r.co : oca l 
Aboriginal 2nglis h (Table 1, above) . 

Ho • .-ever , : '.<now of c-.;o instance s of spontaneou s calquing by ind :.vi.c ua l 
speake r s : el eva::t co ~urcungurlu, bot:1 by spea::Cers of a l anguage which has 
recently adop ted th e t e :-::i. ?:.rs c, ~:;e rs r e?or: :s: 

\.That .:.seven =ore i ::t e :-e sc i :i.g enc s1.:gges t.:.ve, in :igh c of th e 
complemen cari cy Coe c·~·ee n "·..,o r ke r s" anci "=a:i.agers '] ci.:.s cusse ci, :.s a 
sca :e ment 'l!acie oy one man that "-..,orker s " (k1..:cu:.gulu) · .. ere 11 : roc 
• .. o::en" (k:.i.,g~acgkacja ) . I ·,;2.s not ao :.e co ge e hi :-. or oth ers co 
elabo race or even r e?e a t th :.s sca cece n c. ?u :-che r quesci oning resu lc ed 
only in a lisc i:: g o : subsecc:.ons : or eac:1 ?at :-i:::io:.ecy ci ·; is:.. on · .. hic :1 
are ce r tainly now th e ove rri ding : deolog :.ca l consiciera:.:.o:i., the 
h.:.ghes t level o: ge ::eralicy . It is, however , wor : h con s:.cer.:. ng tie 
conten t o : h:.s sugg esc :.on . 
C·!ye?:s 19 7 6 : 399) 

~yer s goes on t o s~et ch how tie pres ent se nses o : •~uc ungulu' ~ay well have 
developed from a sen se 'tiose descended th?:ough wo=en' . 32 rtis ?rO?osa : :.s al:. 
the =o:-e sc r fa ::.;:g · .. hen cie etymological ?OSs :.bil :.c.:.es 1.'it:1in :-ia:-l?i :-.:. o : 
l .:.n~::g :i e : e ::J : o 'cescen : : :1rough women' are con s id ere d . 

A second ijsta::ce occu rr ed dur :..ng the ~ea r :..ng o : a cradit:.. onal land claim, 
· .. hen a woman (whose pa :-er.t s we::-e r,;ar l ::..a.npa, ::>u: ·...-ho :.s =arrieci :o a ~:idbura 
::ian and l :.·,e s in the ~it.:d::>ura-speaki:i.g co=unity at :Sllioc : ) ·...-as :,e i:ig 
que sc : o::ed ao0u: the roles of ~::.:-cia and ~urdungurlu (by couns el ~ho us eci 
tho se cen:s ) . She ::,ega:i. us i ng the ter:: ~:.r t angu r lu rath e r : han k:..rca - e . g . , 
in cescrioin2 t he ~£aoc:. ( 'rain' ) ce r ecor.y, 5he s2.id : ---- -

Kurdungurlu a _l :-.:.ght a rou::c ~:..rda.3u:-lu ... ~t.:rciungurlu ~a :er :..ng 
kirdang urlu, wa lk ::.ng r ::.ghc ar ound . 
(Abo rigina l Land Co=i. s sion 1980 : 349) 

_nus, i: I ao ri gh t in as s uoi n3 chat he:- usage ~as a sponca r.eous coiJage , 
w,ders : ancaj :.e in a si : uc:.cion ~here she was tryi3g co cocr=unica : e for~ l ~y 
co s c-:a :1ge:-s in c-~·o : a ::guag es :ioc h e:- o .. i1 (",:arlpiri anci English ) , she -.;c:.s 
chinking of che k:.rda as 1 : :-00 :acher' . ::,:.s =a~es sense only i: she was also 
c:1i:1king o : ~ur d~lu as 'froo ku :-du '. (~ne n askec : o na:::e ~i.:rcungu r lu 
: o r the Dr ea::ung for -.;hich she is ~irda, she gav e t he na:ies of her ow-n : ou r 
cii ld:-en . ) ---

There has be en a r ec ent S?reac o: ~urci.:ngurlu :.nt o crans l a:i on s o f C1risc :.an 
oa cer i c:.: into loc al Aboriginal languages. :or e:<c:.:l?- E, tie :se~ :e staoen : in 
Aranda uses •~ut9ula 1 in t he sense 'disciple', whici :.s cor.gruen: ~'i : :1 :.ts 
al rea dy- ce:1: .:.oned :iean :.ng ' sei:-, a ::t, assista3C 1 in Arandi c ritual co:i cexts. 
Even War-?i: i kurdungurli.: is used as 'c.:.sc:.?:e' : n C~r .:.stian ~cerial, 
although the specif:..c kin s hi? oas :.s : o :- c:-ie cacego :-:; : s :.::appl:.cab _e :.:: c:-ie 
3iblicai coc:e x:. Ree ce ( 1975:20, 1979 : 58) r ecorcs 2. : i.:rt~ er ex:ecs:.on : o 
' :::iss:.onary' , eq u:. ·.r2.le:1t : o ·1i:1~arca, jor r owed : :-cm Aranda 'Inka ~a' . 

6 . Conclusio:: . 

::~e _i:iguis : :..c ev~dence points co a historical con3eY.ion je~ .. ee n cje : er:::i 
kurdungur : u ' o tier ?at r :.=oiecy' and ten s inc _ud i ng kurdu ' chilc' c:.nd 
kurduna ~s ister 's child' . Tne or.:.g:. :: of ::1e ?atri =oiec y cens ki r d2. and 
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kurdungurlu a re fo und in the comple mentary relat io nships of these tvo group s 
to a Dreac.ing ancestor. Tnere ::iay al so be a connexion be~.;een the :er::i 
kurdungurlu and the ngur l u oatrili::i.eal social totemism pracciced to the 
no rt h and east of the Warlpiri. I::i. the present-da y l angu ages t he word is :1ot 
regarded as composite, but it s :neani ng still sh ows an emph a sis on re1atio7l.­
ships rec koned t:lrough on e' s mother. Thus we are told : 

I follo1o1 hi:i, oy uncle's (}ra 's] count=,, ... J a;, alj ar:-i- ku r l a 
[ be lo nging to Japalja r ri, t he sd:ise c ti on of t he speaker's 11o3r] . 
Me Ju purrula. I foll o•.; :1b, =iy =othe r' s Dreami ng ... ?oo r bugge r ::iy 
co untry, I sing hi m my count :-y now fer my un cl e . I bin lose my 
~other , I can't b e hel ;,ed . ~e kurcungurlu, I go tta sing ::iy country, 
fro□ two uncle no1o1, I go t two uncle left now, . . . fnames tvo 
J apa lj arri]. ·..:ell , I f ollo w' hi e chat song, for ::iy .. :.incle ,·m ci =otb er. 
P1..-varri jp a [Dreaming] no;.;. 3" 
( Donald Graham J upur rula , ~a rl:ia:J.pa, r ecc r cieci 22 Jun e 1978) ~ 
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Keer~e er , Cap e ~ork Penins ula, Al:.St:-alia. Unpublishec ?h .D. dis sertat ion, 
Universi: y o : Queensla nd . 

Testa menta Lja cinia (Th e ~ew Testaoen t i~ A=anda, Cent=a l Aust :-alia ) . ( 1956) . 
Adel aide, r:, e Co~ncil o: the orit i s h and Fore ign 3ible Society of Aus=ral i a. 

Tind a1e , ~.3. (1976) . Aborigina l Tribes of Aus tr alia . Canberra, Aus t ra li a:. 
Nati onal Univer s icy Press and Los ~_ngel es, Un~ve rsi =y o f Cali : or nia ?:-e ss . 

Wafer, j. anc: ?. waf er. (1 980 ) . The Lander Warlp iri / Anoa.j ira Land Cl ab 
to willowra Pas t or al Lease . ~-ice Spr~ngs, Ce :-itr al Land Cocnci l . 

~ild , S. (1975) . ~albi ri ~usic and Dance in th ei:- Social an c. Cul= ur al 
~exus . Unpubl~shed Ph.D. dis sert ation , Indiana Universit y . 

Wright, C. (1980) . Walpi ri Eand Tal~ : A~ Illustrated Dic ti on a ry of ~a~d 
Signs Used by the Warlpi ri People of Central Austra lia . Dar wi n, Nort hern 
Terr i to ry Department of Education. 

1 
-An ear l ier ve rsi on o : tni s pap er was prepared in :: bru ar y 1980 for the 

Land Rights Sympos iuo hel d a t the May 1980 Biennia l Meeting of t he Aus tra­
lian In st itu t e of Aboriginal Studies . Acdi ti on s co tist ver si on were =ace 
in ~rch 1980. Tna t ver s ion was t enc:er ed in evidence (Exhibit ~8) at the 
heari ng of th e tr adi tio nal land claim to ½illo~ra ?a st or al Lea se, ~pri: 
1980 . Res e ar ch ~as supported i n par t by ~at i on a_ Sc~e nce : oundatio~ gr a~ t 
no. BNS- 7913950 to ~.I.T . (~. Hal e, Principal Inv es tigator) . I am gra teful 
to Ha le , ~ - Laughren , P . McCor.ve ll and j _ ~afer :or co:nent s on earlie= 
cir afts, though t~ e y cio not ne cessar ily agree wi th opi nions expressed he:- e. 

2
unle ss othenn. s e stated, 1,·a r lpi ri c:at a co=e f::-o= c:ie i-farl pi:-i Dict i onar y 

Proj ect, especially t he Yuendcmu ca rd file (a 1980 copy of which is depo s ited 
at the Austra l ian Institute of ~~origin a l Stucies , Can be rra ) . A :on peculia r 
to 'Eastern ' \..·ar lpir ::. ( as si,oke:1 these ciays at i,·ar:-a:Jri Set ::le□ent) is 
:!larked ' (e ast ) ', and on e pec ul iar t o '~estern' war lp i:-i is marked ' (west) ' . 
Guri ndji dat a are ::ro::J P . ~cConvel : ( so=e o: tie::J ar e ?resenteci i= hi s 
paper, t hi s volu::e) . Warl~anpa da t a ar e fro□ ~y own : ield work . 

3_ . . . ? ror tne ort~ograpny, see s ecti on -· 

4 
See Meggitt (19 72 : 69) , Pete r son (1969 : 32 , 19i0 : 201), ~iyer s (1976 : 397 , 

gi ving '::Janager' : or kircia), !1oyle (1979 : 172), ~!cConvell and ?a la:er (197 9: 
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~l) and ~ale (n . d .:5 , 1980a) . 
Glowczewski (197 9:3 0) ?r ov:.de s t he ? r ench '?atrons' an d ' cho reg r aphe s', 

re s pec ti vely , f or ki r da and ~\.:rdungurl ~. 
~dcock (1979a : l - 2) al s o gives 'g :.cja ~ • : or ~~r Ga. ~e :.s t:1e source : or 

nioa.ringgi and djungga i j :., his tr anscript :.ons o r chiefly Dal aoon tern s . 
':he fo r::is ::ieci: Hzirr::.:H?k.i and "u:1.g~a·:::. ar e .:ro::i ~e ac :1 ( 19 78a) : or :--gand::., 
rec ast :.:1.co the o r: :1ogra ?hY o f ch::.s ?aper. r.,e :en jungkav :. :.s ver y 
...,ides prea d in Arnhe m Lan d (ctea t:1 "978b) , :..s used oy th e Lar dil a t :~or :un gco :1 
! s la:,.d ( ca _e et al. 1981a ) , a:id :.s also :..:,. ~s eat ~:.:.:.c c:. 

5c1o sse s in dica te sample k:.:1sce :1, :o r =.ale ~go . ?o r :e□ale ~go , suosc ::.cuc e 
~u (Si ) : or w::.(3r) , e : c. ~ac:1 r oo t cocpou:1ds ~ it:1 ~ - '::iea : ' to : or::i t ie 
s e□i-patriooiecy ter::i ; ea ch takes the s ui:i x - rlanS;u co fo r::i a dyadic te:-:n. 
Gur i:idj ::. and :.rarl ::ianpa na ve equi·,a :.e :ic : e:-::1s, :,u : use :,ar:i a ra :.:is te ac o: . 
wa :,irr a; howeve r , i n Guri ndj :. , t he re a re t e r=s :or ju st t hree of the s emi ­
?atri:noietie s. ~cConvell ( t:1is voluce, Tao_e 8) ob serves that the r e i s :10 

:e r::: co rr espo:iciing : o ~:.:-ea; ?resu=.a:> :.y o:-.e r e:e rs co : :-ie :a t:-ier o: :'.go s 
spouse , etc ., :.n t:-ie ao sence of a spec :..a l ' cr :.ang ·Jlar' (' shared' ) t erm , 
, .. ..-::.eh a const r uc t ion i:wolvi::g che o r ci ::a:-:, ·A'orC: : or :a: :ier . 

0~yer s ( 1976 : 397) al s o reco r ds '~ira' as ' s ist er 's hu soand or 
~::.fe's or ot:i er an c :-i:.s son' , anc ( 1976:382 ) ~aoi ::r a as •~::.:e:s =oc::e::' s 
o r ot:-ie r ' ( a ~insrn an 1..1ho :.s ~uy u . ..,urr ur· .; :o :::go i :: c:1e :.:arl? ir::. sy s tem ) . 
Hansen and r.ar.sen (1977, 1980) do no t re cor~ a :e r:: :.i ie ~i r da or ~ao:. rr a, 
anci r.ave ·:a rr:. ~:. o::l;; :.n c::e co=?le x :;: r -:; ·:a rr :.:,::.rr a •~,.i3r an c Si So, ~!o3r 
a:ici :-lo3r So' ( 1980 : 29 , 31) . r.rie l ac: er pa ir is ·,a r r :.ki -r langu i o ·..iarl pi ::i , 
bu t : ':le : or~ er is ~ird a- r la ::gu. I :: c:iese re s? ec:s, :he ?i::tu?:. te :-__i::ology 
se e=s : o ::e.:..:r :io re on t:ie :o\.:::- sec :::.on sy s: e= t:i a::i t:te eig:1 c- suos e ction 
SJ s ceo . There is, o : cou rse, c ore : o t ::e ?in cupi syste = c:ian t:1is si::lple 
s :ac e=enc =-=?:.ies , a ::c c:1e ::eace r :.s r e .:erreci : o ~ansen a::ci ~a::sen ( : 980) . 

'see note S, above, : o r : h e Gu::::.::cj :.. ten . : ? res ice chat : :1e :er::i ' ( ac:u a:. ) 
:a t::e r' :..s pra g::ia: ::.cal :.:: ·A·:.ce nec i:: Gur::.:1c~:.. :::o 'c :.a ss i::. ca : or:: : a::-ier oi 
per son i n Ego's spouse's semi - pac r i~oi et y' . ~,is .is t he lik e ly h:.s cor ica l 
sou ::ce of c:-ie ?re se :1t :,ar_ ?i r i 1.:sage o : :::::e r oot i :.rca - as se::i::..- ;,acr::.= o :.ecy 
:e r::i. no~eve r , i:1 ~ode rn ~a r l?i r i ~ircia... coe s ?a: :er n mor ?hologica .:..l y ~i t :: 
the th ree oth er s emi - pa cri moiet y te n:tS : :1o ce ::::1e e:c:.stence o : cer:::i.s suc:1 as 
~ ~ir ca 'spouse's se=.::.-?a:r i=oi e cy' . 

8- 1 h · · J..::i gener a_ , c oug:1, t:1e c-A·o cer,_s a r e :10c sy::o :::.~ou s , no r co ::-iey r.ave 
:.ce::ic::.cal ::e :e rence . ~yer s ( 1976 : 4o9f :. , :980 : 203) e~'"?a:1cs o:: t he =e an i :1g 
o: n:iayutju ( e. g ., 'one' s ":a c:-ier" and 11:::io c::1er 's :, :-othe r " are ofc e:,. re : er r ed 
: o as one 's ::1ayu t ju or :..n ? :'..cig:.:1 as o:1e 's •r:,oss , ., as c::ose ?e ::so::s ·..;ho can 
t e ll ego ~ha c co do' ) , a:1ci i:1 t:1ei = e::1try : or ~un ac::.:1?a ~a:1sen and ~an s en 
(1977 : 32) g:.ve anothe r se:1se o : :::iay u c iu : ' : :1e ::iascer o: che r ite or cer er::o::y'. 

::ale (l980 a: 3) cesc r::.'.?ec c::e a=:,:'..g-.1:..::: -,.: ·::-:e : er::i •~:ioss, " ·:,orr o~,.-ec :..:1 
~a r lpi r::. as nawuju ( somet::.~e s paaji, or :iaaju ) ' a s fol l ows : 'in one o : its 
uses, i : :unction s as a glo ss :o r ~:.rd a. ::1 : ~~s usage , it :..s OP?Osec co 
ano t:1er :er:i ":,o rker, " :,orro•~·eci i::1:0 -,;iar -?:. r:.. as ·..,arrK1.:1:., ·..-n:i..cn cer:::, :..:1 
c:he pr es ent con text, functions as a gloss :o r ku rd~n2ur lu ... I:,e oc:her 
::eani:1g ~hich ~arl?ir::. :,a~ u •u has ac~u ir ec :.s clo ser :o c::e ~ngl :'..s:-i se ns e 
o : "bo ss" ... ':he re is a ver'.?a:.isec io r.:i o : : ie ·~·or e i:1 c:his usage - i. e., 
:iawuju - jarri - :::.:. (boss - Ic1choac:'..ve- ::on?a sc ) - ·~·i:i cn ea:: ie r er:ce :-ec :. :1 
:::::glisn as " co :,e '.?oss o :, co :1ave au : :10:::'..::; eve ::" ( t:1e gra = a : ::.ca:. o:>jecc 
:>eing i:1 the dative ca se ) . I t is i:::ipo rta nc, I chi ::k, to note chat chis 
usa ge :..s a?p r opri a ce :or :,o c:: th e ~irca a:1c : o r :::e ~u r cun~u :-: u . -=-:,a t :..s co 
sa y, i : :..s e chnog r a?hical : y correc : co say :>oth 

( a) Kirda ka r:. a ngurc.ku pawuju - ja rr i. 
"The ~:.rca are ':>oss : or :..,e cou:ic r :;."' 
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and also 
(b) Kurdungurlu karla nguruku pa1,.1uju-jarri . 

"The ku rd ungu r_ u are :,oss :or the coun t:- J . " 
:-fos c aoorcot:iace, in fact, :.s the assertion that 

( c) · Ki~d a manu iur dungu r lJ ~apalarla j :.ntangka 
"The k..:.r cia and kurdu:1gurlu are join tl y bo ss 

paw7.lju- ja rri ::i.gurukJ . 
... . ., ' 
! or c:.e country . 

9 A£ ter his :: irs t period o : :::.e ld ·..;ork , :ieggi t t ( 19 55 : 3 77 : :. ) had co ::i.j ec cured 
t hat 'the te rn may perha ps be derived ::ro□ "gurunu - lu" = armblood - operative 
case, and so i ndicate a ?revicus rule that only "·.;orki:1g :,oys" shoulc: contri ­
:.,uce ar=.ol oo d :or c:ie "gi;a" deco rati ons . ~o sue:. :-.Jl e is ob served : ocia y; 
cue according co Spencer & Gillen, 1904 :59 7, it ·..;as follo,,.,ed ':Jy t::e 
·,;arra□unga and Djingi _i. ' '.·!eggitt (1966 : 181) has th e for:n 'gurungu' for 
'ar-...blooci' :.:i anot:ter con:e x t. :c is coi:::::on : o r an :::igl:.sh speake r t o near 
a vo~el, usu all y~• oer..;ee~ an g and ::ollo~i:1g cons ocar.c. 

1°K . ::ale ( ?,c. ) ?oin:s ou t chat tie Ergac:.ve (o r ' op era: i·;e') case for.:1 i s 
iurrngu -~, :ioc *kurr:i ~u-r lu, si:ice the r oot :.s disyllai:l:.c . '::n.e ~arl~a:ipa 
term is a l so :<.urr:i~u . ~iyers (19 7 6 : 21 1) ci :es ~ur :-:igu as tie ?i:1 : upi te r::i 

for 'a~lood', and prQvides (197 6:557 ) the followi:ig adc onition which 
appl:.es e~ua...17 in cie r..;ar.:.?ir:. case; 'kur"':":'l~u, "ar-_bl ood , 11 :.s a .,.,ord :ioc co 
be spoken i n c~e presence of the u::i:.jic::.aced :ior r eference uad e co the con ­
cept in any way.' 

A :or:::i co:iceivai:lly re .:.acec. co ku r:: :1~u ::.s ~ur\.l'A·ar:. ( cent :-al Xew S01.:t:1 (fal es -
Queensla ~d bore.er ) 1 gu r ung1.:' ' st r::.cg' ( 3a rker : S77:70 ) . ~oce ::-iac i:1 a :iucber 
of Australian languages, on e wore. covers tie ~eani:igs 'scri:ig, te:id on , blood 
vessel', a:id, in parc :.cular, Aborig ::.nal ~ng lis:i 'scrijg' is used i:i these 
senses. 

11Toe def::.ni cio n has, however, bee n cit ed 'oy H.adc.ock (1 9 i 9b:65 ) a::i.<i 
:!each ( 1980) . 

12_ . . · .. 1 • - · · · y · · · 1ne oean.ing given occ~r s once in ~a e s =~ela notes. A ue:iaciu _iceracy 
worker has recorded t:iis illustrative sentence, ·.;hic:i invo lv es this ter:n and 
the :ol.:.ow-:..:ig one : Xg.an2kar ::. ka - r .:.a kurru - oi - n,::. ~~rri.:',.,a~ja -r ~u ( cor.c a:.:1i:1g 
ka-rla '?resent-Dat Obj , -rlu ~rgat:.ve / Inst~~a.:. cas e sui:ix ) . I ~oulc. 
tenmi vely trans lat e this as 'The kurruwalorrescores t:ie ngangkari (healing 
po1,.1ers) : o r hi ::i ( the ?ati en c) '. This fits 1,.-it:1 :1eggi c:' s ( 1955: 383) oi:lse rva ­
cion chat ce rt a:.n bus h spi ri: s ( ;~r C',.,aloa ) ::.:iserc ?O~er ::.:i ngan2kar i 's 
body , ~here 'ngangkari' re:ers co the nga:igkar ::.~ir l :., the 'cl ever □an' . 

1,lhen I read the above sentence to a War loanpa ::ian -;.,ho also ~nows t,1arlp ir i , 
:ie cook iurru - oi-nv:. co refer : o : he ace of ',o:i:. :ig'. :-:~ere =a, be a co:1:ie:d.on 
here ~ic:1 ~eec;,s(l9 79 : 125 ) entr/ ::o:- a 1.1o r d o cher,.,isc t,;..,k:io....-; co =e: 
kurtuma 'pointing sticks, used for che same purpose as poinc::.ng ':Jones' . 

13... . ( 10 - - / / ) I . l . . . l . - . . • .-1._a ., / ):-'-'- says A .:e~rU'A·a :>a can a_so =aKe a ?er son s:.c.,;: ~= :i.e is 
disple ased wicn h i::n' and (1 975 : 45) 1 I:1io r::ian : s accribu:e t o ~urt:wal::>a cne 
role of creat :.ng shamans by giving che::i ::iagi cal scones which are score<i in 
:he sha::ian' s oody. . . it ::iay ·:,ecoce vis i':, .:.e co c:1e ?e rso:i ·A·i c:; -~,ho::i :. : ::.s 
coc:ounicati:ig. :nior::iants -;.,ho cla :.::i to :;ave see ~ iu:- u~a.:.:,a desc r i be ci e::i as 
<iwarf - like ... ' .. tiso Pincuoi kurruw a lja (~ansen a:i.ci Ean sen 1977) is said co 
be a spirit ~hich .:.ives i:1.· trees an<i caj t ake human :or.:::i. T~i s :.s :i.oc i:1.con ­
s iscenc ~-i.ch tie v:.e~ o: t~e ~a:-1:::ian?a ~a~, =enc::.o::i.ed ::.~ ::;e ? re vious ~ote 
on ku rru-~- nyi, cha t the it:r=~~·aloa is a birci S?ecies, 0:1.e with a:i ac:ive 
role in the Drea mi:i.g. Co□pare Waru□u:i.gu ( anoc~er langt:age he ~nows ) 
kurrur,.,a (_~) l ',rolga' ( S::.::i?S0:1 1980) . 
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14wild (197 5: 44) has 'yu~urukuru' as on e of a cl ass o : sp ~rits. ~oyle 
(1979:173) has 'yukuruirnru ' as 't he name of a healing ceremon y and song 
series of Walbir~ origi::i. k::J.own ~y =en at ~~ngkayu!!_ti' ( a ?i::i.tupi place ~est 
of Papunya) . 

l S 11 c·a-z ·-) . . -- . l Cape !j) :_ !) says cnat t~e : irsc ess enc~a stage 
' th e sending out of a =essenger - the boy's g~ar dia::i. - ~::i. 

boy - to bri::J.g ot :-ier g::oup s i n ' . 

in initiation is 
co cpacy ~~th c~e 

16caoell (1952 : 121) :1as 'g ~dugud u ' as •~cs - young [o: ~ac~ve ca t]' and 
'small.clouds'. His note 5 e l~b or~te s: 'Tne same '-'Ord as above :or the 
"young" of a bird; he re so.all cloucs c:ov~::i.g oelo•..-- t:1e _c.::ge :: clouds, l ~:-te 
:heir young' . 

17
.Uso as ~ ::i. ~-rla kurdu - E-~ ~ - ku (dark - DacObj ::ooci - ?asc ooon ­

Dac) 'Da rkness flooded the moon.' 

18~.ls o kurdulyu r ::ulyurru - paka - rni . :he ~or phe me - lyu rr u ( lyu rru ) occu ::s in 
a handful of nooi::i.al steos , such as =u::i.~aly ur.:-u '?re-ea~-..• ( c: . ~un~a 
'darkness' ) , oilyi:: ::il yi rri 'brid ge of ::i.ose', and a couple of b ird nanes. 
It is hard to di scer::i. one ~eani::i.g ~n all ~cs occu r ::e::i.ces any =o::e speci:ic 
cha:1 't ::ansiti on , edge' or t:-ie like. 

190 1 Graciy (19i6 : 61) ?r epo ses c~e : ollo w~~g cog~ates 1= :acgcages :Jr~~er 
afield: ~yanguoarcia (north - west wes te rn Austr alia) kurturtu 'puppy'; 
:Za'-11..lrna (Adel ai de :-ag~on ) kurtakka ':,rou:1g :<anga::oo' , ~t::-t .:+re+ '::ie or _ook 
saci, sorry, dejected'; wadjuk ( south-west ~e sten Aust ::a lia -) - gurdu ' heart', 
?intupi ku~ u tu 'h e art', U~pil a (Cap e York ) ~ 'se a' . See O'Gr ady ( : 9i6: 
61- 2) :or d~sc uss ~on o f t~e secantic 1~:i.~ oe r~een 'sea' and 's ad'. 

20r an =osc graceful co ~or...2.n 3 . :~ncia : e :o:- co=oi::i.g h ::..s :::ianuscr ~?t 
col le c tion of kin s hip terns in over a hundred Aust ra li an languag es, and 
thereby drawi::i.g =Y at : ention to for-w.s he :-eco r cied ~n ~aiacilt (Gulf o: 
Carpentaria, 'kardo' 'sister's child'; ?ini (weste:-n Austral~a ) anc 
Ngadadjara (Tindale 197t..: 14), 'kata' 'sist er 's son'; '.'lgalea ( );ullarbor ar ea ), 
' ka~a' 'sister's so n' ; and Lu::icja, 'kudac~• 'sister's sor.' . :he la tter 
fo n:i app ear s in Hansen and Hans en (19i7) as ku.f.a 'elder bro thers (younge r 
brother speaki ng)' . - -

21The ewe glosses ?rov:cied :or the ~i::i. cer= kurc t:- =-= :ab : e 5 appear :o 
be r~o generations apa rt. This observation ass~t ha c a hu s band and wife 
are in the sa~e generation, whereas there is evi dence, o : ~hich the =eanin g 
of :<urdu- fo :-...s ::..s jus t ?a ::-t, that :o:: : he :,a ::lpi :-~ a h;;sba ::ci is cons~de:::eci 
to be c~o generatio ns senior to his w-ife, in which cas e 'wife's father' i s 
in the sa::ie generat::..on, as ·:.;ell as the sa=:e s;;bsec : ion , .;.s 'sist er' s child'. 

22
There is othe r evidenc e that the ~urdun ~u::lu .;.re ::e: acec co.;. Drea.:ri.::g 

and country (:or ~hich t hey have chat status ) ~n :he ~ay a chi_d is re lated 
to its mother. Cons ide r t he A.bori gi ~al ~e ta ?hor as ex? res sed by ~..--o warl? ::..:-::.. 
cen (Jac :-tie ~ex Ja?angarci and ~.:-ch ie :ong Jc.?a3ga ::di, co~ce n::..ng a vi s ::..t co 
?aw-urrinji, a site for which they are ku r dun~u r lu, rec or ded 10 July 1979): 
~ga:,ur lu ka - rl~ Jga-r.:~ ( ::ilk ?::es - ~e ( :::l.Du) cir i~ k- ~on?ast ) •~ou anc I er:.~~ 
th e □ilk' (s ai d ~y one kurdun~urlu to ano t her) . 

War lmanpa ~en ?UC it t:1is way : ~cr : u:1~ur lcrl~ n~a~:,u::iu ~gar :1~:1va •r.~e 
~urtungu ::lu d::-::..nks t~e ::iilk' . 

Also , the ~ar lp iri cer:::i ngajarnumoa •~ur cicngur lu's bi rc~rig ht' (~ale 
1980a:4) is a:,oarently cier ::..·,eci ::- oo c...,e ver:, ::oo t :1~a"a - :::-ti 'co ·,oici ; in 
pa r ti cular , t~- giv e bi rc:1 co' (Past te:ise and 1'om.i~jrn.u), and 'relates 
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preci se ly co t he birthright of t:ie kurdun2url:..1 '~·hich co:nes co chem by virtue 
of being bor:t by a ~ooan ~ho is kirda in a particular loca.l de sce nt group' 
(ibid . ) . ~oce the statement: 'Kur dungurlu: yinga ngajanu::ipa wa lya-kunga =­
duyi.' 'Ku r dungurlu: Caus a l n2ajarnumoa land -a s sociate' ( c=ansc:'.i?tion by 
Laughren 1980:12) . Warlmar.?a men say c~ac c~e :e::-::l nga i ar:iucoa ::..s equivalent 
t o kur t un2urlu anc kulvun2kulyun2o i . T:-ie ?::..ntu?i ~ave ~~o terms kunacinpa 
a.nd mulucinoa 'A cere::ioni a l g.:.: c of c::.eac given by t h e kucungulu ·,;on;:: ng g=oup 
or >·ouni =i:e~ co the □ascer of che ::-ice or cere oony (l'.ayutju ) .' 

Finally, : here is a verb which app l ies precisely co c~e acc .:.vic i es and 
responsfoilicies of che kurciungurlu . Cons::..cer 6e ::ol:owi::lg quotation ::: oo 
a narrative •~garliyiki=langu' by Darby Ja =pi j .:.npa ( recorced a t Yuendunu 
12 :-!ar ci 1979 by ~ary :aug hren , who pr ovi.d ed t he transcr i ption ) : 

( .:.) ~gulaju ka - l~ juku rr?a yalumpu - rla mii ::n- nyina, Japanangka, 
~ell Pres - they dreaming chac-L oc ( a subsection ) 
Japalja rr i, Japalja ::-ri, Ja panankga. Yali - li nya~u., gu 
( a subsection ) ( a subsection) ( a subs ec: ion) cha: - c:1ey th at 
j anircii- ki ?u-ngu. 
~oFa-Dac ac: - ?ast 
' They 11",.-ork" (::uirn - ) that Dreaming, japan angka ana Ja pa_ja ::-r:., 
Japalja rri an d Japanangka .. ne y dance ic f or t:1e ~o c:ie:: 's :acier 
~o ther' s father's sister).' 

Laughren (1 980 : 13) c :.:es :he : urt:ier stace=ent: 
( :.i) llii:-::i-~y :.:ia, k~ruwa::r~ ngula ka - rla ku rciungurl u-rl u :na: ciukuru 

ki ji -rni 
tnrow-Nonpast 

desig~ that ?res - Dat -~r g : lu :: 
- ~i rda - ku , kurciu - ngka - j u. 

- Dae - ~oc - Dei:.:ii t e 
:::e ~~rccn~crlu executes tie ::lu£: ce s ign fo r the 
c:i :.lc: (?) .' 

( and 

2 3Ih , . ::i • :, • l , - . . , ere may oe a connexion witn . 1cca - .1c:a ~2ur u : o: eneac 
1979 :233 ) , Xgarluma ngu rlu ngu ::-lu ' : o t:e n (o: ~ood ) ' (~ale et al . 
Guugu Yio..ic h irr ngu~a l 'sce 3t' ( r.avi l and : 979 : 170) . 

(3la~e 
1981b) and 

24~!eggi tt ( 1962 : 193): 'I did not hear it [:igurlu] us ed :.n connect :.on wit:i 
conception or wit:i macrispirics' . In add:.ti on to Scan.~er (1 979 ) see ~cConvell 
and Pa l:ner ( 1979: 23-l) fo r an a ccount o: ngurlu al:!Ong c:ie ~lucibu::a. In : or ­
mation on ngurlu cotecisc was fi=sc volun~e ::-ed co J ane Simpson and =e ::..n 
Jun e 1979 by !.arl:::an?a a:1c :,·ar U!:lungu people, a:1d we were cold cnat it sti ll 
gover:is ::iarr:.a ges ::iac.e today amor:g the .m (and especial ly among 6e ~~udbu::a) . 

25rnis pr oposa l nas been entercaine ci ':>y :~. :fegg.:.tc ( ? . c . ) a:ic -..,as i:l de ­
pend en t ly suggescec by?. ~cConvel l . 

26so :ar as I can :e ll, Spen cer and Gillen (1 927 ) cio not record tte ~o::-ci 
k.urt unswrl a - the ea::lier Ara ndic occu rrence is ?ink (: 936: 291 , 295 , 300 - 3). 
Additional citations include Strehlow ( 1966 : 723, 19 70 : 115 , :971 ) , Aborigina l 
Land Commis s i on (1979 ;_19) , a:-ici 3ell (1 979 : liS) . Spencer ar.c GLl e:1 (1927 : 
I, ld fn ) g:.ve '~iulya::ilka' :or ' oooo s:.te oatr:..::ioiety', and St::ehlo,._, (1964 : 

/ /. . . . 
71) '::ialjan'tka'; thi s :.s ::e:idereci i:: =od er:i orthog rap hy by Bell ( 1979 : 3) as 
::ialye :twe~e. Here :iweke =e a:is 'my', anci ?ink ( 1936 : 300 ) =ec o r cs cia c: 
'"~ia lvan aka J1ob11 

••• is tie oppo s::..ce c-.,o cou ?:.es o: s1..:osecc.:.o:1s. :-:-ie te:-::i 
~ialyanaka means "::iy 01w-n people," =Y ::::-.:.encs; ::.. : is tie g=oi.;pi:-ig o : : ou : 
s uoseccions i:1 ~hich a =a:11 s s ~s :er' s so :1s and :acier's sister's s ons are 
fou:-id . ' ?i:ik cont::-asts c:iis cer= ~i:h 'k.utu~ula', assigning :ie l acc e:: a 
se nse hav ing co do with ::ic ual cooperation, ~hich ::..s lac~ i~ g i:1 cie se:ise of 
~.e (ba si cally ki~ - ter::i ) •~Lalyana~a•. 

rne term for '·ow-n oa tri:n o ::..eev' g:.·:en bv Spe:-ice:: a::ci Gilie~ ( 192 7) as 
• ,I ........ 

•~akrakia', and St=ehlo,._. ( 194l : 71) 'n ( u) akerak:.a' ( cf. anei..;eker rekia in ,... 

r.. 
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Bell 1979 : 3) , i s ::;is sing :rom Pin k' s ac count . It i s evic:entl y :or":jeci on the 
cer::i aneweker:-e, a ll nPl pronoun o f che agnati c C:ishanonic type - see 
Hale (1966 :3 23) , : o r example, where t he above pr ono un :.s spe l _ec. 'un - ak:. - r'. 
~ale's i<..aititj notes (~'i.ch trans c ription br ougi t up co c:ace ) nave 
ay li r:iek ak::.ya 'sa:ne patricoiecy ' and ur l akak::..ya ' opp os::.: e pat :-i moi ecy', 
whic h for-..i.S a r e corr obo rated by R. Koci (p . c . ) . T.,ey der ive :r om t he prono ­
:llnal r oots aylirnek 'we (DuEx agna t::.c c:isha::-:::onic ) ' and ur l ak ' t hey (Du 
agnati c di s harmonic )' , respectively. :1oyle anci :-!or con ( : o appear: 42- 3) 
gi ve the re laceci A.lya warra tern as ayl i-~akakiya , and tie :-oughly equ i val en t 
glo ss 'b e long i ng co tho se-~ ~o who stand :.n a :ac~er-s on :-el ati onship' . They 
al so rec orc c:i..e t erm 'ku:ili:.gurla . 

ai 

It appe ar s cha: soc e Arandic ?eoples have bor :-oweci *~u rc un~u r l~ : or soc ::..o­
c encric use in ritua l conc ex:s, and :i.ave retained che ::..r t e rms base d on 
ki ns hi p- se ns itive pronou.~s :or ( egocentric ) genera l use . I am gr acefcl to ~en 
liale, 3arold Koch and !l..i.ciar d Y..oyle : o:- ciiscussi on of Ar an di c :er::is. 

? -
- ' All o f t .i e know-n bor r owing s : :-oo .~anda t o warlp i r i are vowel -i nit~ a -

Aranda ~o r ds, ~hich ~j War lp i =i acq ui =e a wor d- initial~ or y_, siJ ce ~a=l?i= ~ 
require s i nitia l consonancs . ~ar l?i:- i- t o- Aranda oor r owi ~gs Jo:-=.al: y show 
initia l cocs oj aJts iJ bo t h _a ngu a ges. I am gra te:ul :o ~e3 ~al e :or gu~da:i.ce 
on t his poi:i.c. 

28
Tois spel l ~~g occu rs i 3 t hei= en cry (1 9 77 : 32) for ~un ~£~ npa ; the ~o=ci1 s 

own entry has ~~t~3 gulu , w~.ich I pr e su::ie is missi3g a:i. ~:i.ce:-sco re, even 
though ::..t i s : isteci in sequence wit h words beg i nn i :i.g ~u t u ... : Warlpi ri rci 
:i.or-,_ally co =:-es poncis to Pincup i ~-

29,.,.., . . . . ~ 1ne a1 tena te - gene racio n ~oiecie s, rerere3 ce : o ~n~cn i s e l uc i da ted by 
:'.-!yers (1976 : 454- 55) - ' rne souc her n ?ic _:anycjacja r:-a, . ...,ho cio noc aisc ingui s h 
t ~r-,-i:i.ologica : ly oe c-,;een "men' s children" and ''-.;oc e:: ' s ch i lciren," a l s o do no c 
or ganis e cale cere mony oy pacr i oo ieti es. Inscead, they employ gene raci on a_ 
~oietie s. This cont rasts •..rich t he ?::.ncupi ~ho joch ci s c::.nguish t hese cla s ses 
of kin an d base male cerec ooi al o=ga:i.::.saci on o:i. the dis t i:i.ccio n.' 

3oi'fot e Kawurna (Adelaide area ) kc.,.;:akka ( ci t ed in note 19, above) . 

31Note, however, Anoaji rr a (Arajdic ) ~ 'chi ld (young hU02.n) ·. Coopa r e 
the ~udbu r a and J ::.ngilu cer::is wi t h :<ariara (=Kariera, wes t ern Aust:- ali a ) 
' kul i ng' 's ister's son ' (~ . Ti3cal e, p . c . ) . ? er haps t he cer::i ::.:i. those 
l angua ges has a:i. e: 1-::ology para lle l co chat o f kur dunau :-lu . 

The waruoungu hav e oee:i. usi:i.g the term ~urt ungu r_ u i :: : he ~oncex: o : 
recenc tra dicio :i.al _anc c lai::is , ou t t he term was no t r eco r c:e c: by Spenc e r a ::c 
Gillen or S cancer , :i.or by cale , Chak:-avarti o r Eea eh ::.n thei :- _:::.:1gui s ci c 
s t udi es . Wan:cu:1gu , u::i.lL<.e ·,,-arlpiri , has soc ioc entr::.. cally :1a=eri pa ::-i=o i eti es, 
f irst re cor ced by Spence r anci Gill en on .:heir 1901 vi s i :. ::, e waru=.u:1gu :1a=es 
ar e Kin~ il::.. (J a::gala, e tc . ) a nd Wur lur r u (J apanangk a , e : c . ) . 1:1.e cor :-es pond ­
ing A..l..ya~arra na=es are Angele and .~luk-~erre (~. ~al e, p . c . ) , a:1c :he 
corresponcijg :'.-!"t:Coura na::es a re Lirraku and \-lilvi ku , :-es ?ecti ·;ely ( c=. 
Scann er 1979 :49) . 

32Hans en and ~ansen (1977) lis t ~ungka 'Fe oale. Gi;l or young ~oman be : or e 
she has =eached pubercy' . The s uff ix - ngkat ja i s co=?arabl e co tie ~a r lp i r ::. 
2lacive suf :ix - j angka . 

3 3 l . . ( ~ . 4 ? ) • ., . ( ) . A _asc -se cona posts crip t c _ . se c c~on · · - : Aaa= ~encon p . c . nas 
:-ecorded a handsign ~eanin g kurdungurlu . I: con s i sts o f :he s ign s WRDUNA 
and ~GUliU in seq uence; t he KURDl;-;A sig:: ::..s the one used as a kin te ro , :i.o t 
that for~ in t he sens e ' ch.:.:d, you:1g (of animal)' . 




