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TABLE 1

kirda kurdungurlu
Aboriginal English owner worker

bess _ - -manager

manager - policeman

lawyer

Arnhem Land languages nimaringgi djunggaiji

memingirringki jungkayi

2. Orthography.

Beczuse some of the preoblems in previous discussio

have involved confusion among phonologically s
unambiguous orthography £ t W n
standard Warlpiri orthography for word

except Pintupi (which t© i

to indicate retroflexion).

i

L

he term kurdungurl

widest reference Ego's patrimoiety Opposite patrimoiety
Abaoriginal law) of a particular Dreaming and hence of country relatad to
that Dreaming. It is the role of kurdungurlu that has been less clear, and
there has been much discussicn of exactly what rights in land a kurdungurlu
has by virtue of that status with respect to a particular area of land =
e.g., Myers (1976, esp. pp. 408-16), Sansom (1979), Maddock (197%9a) zmnd
Hale (1980z). In the first traditional land claim heard in Central Australia,
that of the Warlpiri-Kartangarurru/Kurintji ('Kurincji' is a variant spelling
for Gurindji, see McConvell, this volume), the kurdungurlu for each estate
were not given in the list of claimants, but in subsequent claiams (e.g., to
Utopia and Willowra Pastoral Leases, and the Warlmanpa-Warlpiri-Mudbura-
Warumungu claim) the kurdungurlu as well as kirda have been claimants. It
is therefore timely to make a linguistically based enquiry into the term
kurdungurlu, beczuse of its culrturzl significznce and current pelitical
importance.

This note has a limited goal: to assess the linguistic clues to the meaning
of the kurdungurlu concept. For a discussion of the wider social anthropolo-
gical issues to which kirda and kurdungurlu are relevant, see Meggitt (1972),
Scheffler (1978, esp. Chapter 14), Myers (1976), Keesing (1979) and Hale
(1980a,b) . Once I clarify the derivation of the term kirda,’ I review dis-
cussions of kurdungurlu by anthropologists who have worked with the Werlpiri,
adding clarification where possible from fiore recent linguistic research.
Then I discuss the significance of the linguistic evidence, point out its
limitations, and sketch hypotheses which it supports.

words, we must us

]

n. L use Lhe curr
-
-

ent

her languzges,
ing an underscore

The vowels are i a u in all of these languages, and they are relatively
unproblematic, though there is a tendency to tramnscribe an unstressed u or 1
as a. The consonants, on the other hand, have been transcribed va:iousi} in
the past. The consonants of the standard Warlpiri orcthography are displayed
in Table 2.

By convention, word-initially (and sometimes afiter a2 hyphen) rt rn rl zare
written simply as t n 1, since true apico-alveclar t n 1 cannot co-occur in
this position.

The flap rd is a uniquely Warlpiri sound; it is almost certainly a histo-
rical development involving a split from older *rt, and corresponds to It
in neighboring languages. .__ T

In Table 3, I show corraespondences between standard Warlpiri and Pintupi

TR PR,

dipldd

Q

B
=

Lot
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TABLE 2

Standard Warlpiri Orthography

lzbial azlveolar domal palatzl welar

stop *) t rec i k
= ==
nasal m n b o] ny ng
. e—
lateral ;6 Tl lv
fiap IT rd
glide w r v
i ABLE 3
Previous Transcriptions
| Warlpiri Pintupi Capell Wild Peterson Meggitt and Munn
r r T R T T
rr T r r T r
rd (absent) r or d o rorl r, sometimes T
| rl 1 1 1 1 1
! 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 . 1 1 1 &
k ¥ g k k or g g

orthographies for cert
consonants turn up in

n key conscnants, znd also show how the Ear‘niri
lic
transcriptions by Megg

air

the anchropological erature. Note in particular that
itt, Munn and Peterson do not make the full set of
distinctions and that their 'r' and 'l' are multiply ambiguous.

Thus the term kurdungurlu has been written variously as 'kurungulu',
'kulungulu', and 'gurungulu' (leaving aside yariants with 'g' for "ng'
is not problematic here). On the other hand, kirda

‘kira' and 'gira'

, wnich
has zppeared as "kira'

R

3. The cterm kirda

— .

The term kirda is clearly “ela:ea to ;He kinship term kirdana, kirdanyan
tg iry

father' (-na 'my', -nyanu 'his, etc.' being common endings for Warlpi
kinship :er:s), but there is more to the word thanm this.

It is true that in a particular context
tract of country), all the kirda

(of a ceremony, or Dreaming, or

...are related to ome another directly
ther kind of FATHER-MAN'S CHILD, so it
should refer !

or indirectly as one or zno-
is appropriate that they

to cne ancther as gira, "the fathers and sons' (by
neutralizing the opposition between 'father' and 'man's child' and
permitting the designation for the senicr category to stand for the
reciprocal set as a whole).

e T T R LS FALET LRSS

(Scheffler 1978:508)
However, thers zre ot 1er occurrences of the morpheme kirda, and term
P for '—atne ' other than kirda; Scheffler's explanation does not help us to
3 understand why kirda, rather than some other morpheme for 'father', under-
| went the generalisation. To achieve this, we must investigate the c-"e’
1 terms. N

First, note that kirdazna 'my father' means 'real father, genitor' as

L
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opposed to wapirra 'classificatory father'. Both men and women use kirdzna
to refer to their actual father, and do not use wapirra in that sense.
(Women also use kirdana in preference to wapirra for 'my classificatory
father' - M. Laughren, p.c.) It is the word used to talk of a relationship
of fatherhood between two animals (e.g., 'That dog is the father of this
' selected by the verb 'to beget' (a
]

pup'), and is the word for 'father
complex stem based on wanti-mi 'to fall, drop’)

(1) Rirdz—-nyanu ka-ria yurru—wanti ngalapi-nyzanu-xu.
father-his Pres-DatObj beget child-his-Dat
'The father begets his child.’

On the other hand, wapi is the root m
'age-mate in subsection of Ego's father’ (
used in Warlpiri Christian material to tr
catory father' in Christian doctrine).
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Following Scheffler's reasoning, we would chus expect

to be the term generazlised to refer to the whole of Ego's

understand why kirda is used, we have tc investigate £
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respect, Warlpir
'father' term wi
the simple root ‘£

I now propose a
viewpoint of a mal
I am even less fami
Note that a man's
of the subsecticn

i,
. o
m m

as kirda-purzii or rda w S

point. The relationship between & man and his wife's father is zlso connectad
with the ceremonial notion kirda through the following combination (suggested
to me by Ken Hale) of two Pintupi sources. Moyle (1979:172) does not record
any term similar in form to kirda - instead, he gives mayutju, 'the so-called
"owners" of ceremonies and song series; a moietal division whose counterpart
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monial ground, parmnpa ground'. But to derive kurdungurlu from kurru is not

have

possible in Warlpiri. Rather, as in the previous case, it seems to involve of ¢
confusiocn of two distinct stems, aided by an insufficiently precise trans- ting
criptional system which does not distinguish rd from rr. | cula
To indicate just how easy such misidentifications can be, consider the
entries in Table 4 comsisting of the Warlpiri words relating to mythology 4.2,
and ritual which contain phonetically bisyllabic segquences similar (ac Ti &
least to the English spezker's ear) to kurdu-. § aff1;
But words coataining ...kuru... or ...kurru... are entirely irrelevant 1 79?;
to our discussion of kurdungurlu, since there are no known synchronic or % (1971
even historical rules which can comnect r or rr to rd. Only forms wich rd i e
(or the historically related rt) are germane, and we discuss these below. i evide
This is not to say that kurdungurlu cannot be understood by the Warlpiri 4 uter:
in terms of ritual roles (or exclusion from them). Meggitt and others since ; ku*d;
W T e A e S | by ki
TABLE 4 1 i
I | lower
g The
Warlpiri Bisyllabic Sequences with kur/kurr/kurd i sign
. righ
Ay WLER.Es kurdy
kuruwarri zmark, design 'guruwari' Meggict (1966:181), othe:
Peterson (1969:32, 1972:21, 23), coge:
Munn (1973). +eLL;
[§ o
b. with rr. and
are 1
Kurru l. men's ceremonial ground I opurst
(also yukururtu) The
2. firesaw (also jimanypa) Guris
4 ; " " i , TR, |
kurrunjuru red ochre (as found in . A 13
Sandover Creek) Rpear
i
kurru-pi-nyi to replace it - as when Furt:
docter restores escaped or Firs:
stolen spirit*~* 1979
; - 979,
kurruwalpa spirit creature 'guruwalba' Meggitt (1955: 1383, aers’
(perhaps also 391, 398), Munn (1973:89, ll4fa, Ll
kurruwarlpa) 133), Peterson (1969:27, 1972:22); Lice
- = e = — P = 2 -t
"kuruwalpa' Wild (1975:44-5).13 ;ng‘
) . \Chl:
yukurrukurru women's oval ceremonial 'yulguruguru' Muan (1973:31 £n) cord
boards-
c. witch rd.
kurdu child, young of animal 'guru' Capell (1952:116),
'guru' Meggitt (1962:124).
s s o= - - - - - . 3 - - = - "
kurdiji (west)'ll. broad softwood shield 'guridji' Munn (1973:53) i ku:
kurduju (east))2. circumcision ground 'guridji' Meggitt (1954:7). | e
3. circumcision ceremony j kus
jakurdukurdu novice taken on journey 'djaguruguru' 'messenger'’ ; sl
Capell (1952:115-8); | s
ngana-guru-guru’' 'those who 1 X
have imbibed ritual knowledge' L
said of junior novice near end o
of Gadjari ritual,i’ Meggitc o
(1966:176)/

J
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refers to Strehlow (1947:123ff., 132, 149), who explains Aranda 'kutungula'
as ‘'servant'. Meggitt points out that the Aranda usage does not imply a
specific kinship connexion to the ritual leaders and thus differs from
Warlpiri kurdungurlu.®

In general, true cognates found in Arandic languages and in Western Desert
languages (specifically, Warlpiri) show word-initial phonological erosiom,
called 'initial dropping', so that the original consona"t at the beginning
of the word (and sometimes also the next vowel) is missing in the modern
Arandic forms. Thus compare Warlpiri kiwinyi and Arandz iwenve 'mosquito’,
or Warlpiri parntapi and Aranda armtape 'bark'. It follows that 'cognates'
between Warlpiri and Arandic languages which do not show initial drepping
in the latter most likely represent borrowing in fairly recent times. In
the case of Warlpiri kurdungurlu, Arandic kurtungurla, it is most likely
that Arandic borrowed from the west rather than vice versa. Other diffu-
sionally sharad items whose histcries are known have generally gome in this
direction.*’

Pintupi, to the scuth-west of Warlpiri, may zalso have borrowed the term.
Hansen and Hansen (1977, but not 1980) record kutungulu § with the followin
meaning: ST
ich may but usuzlly does nct
rurrpa divisions. The term is
tlement, both male and female.

Workers - a ceremonial division W
correspond te the ngananitja - vin
loosely used for workers on a se
Alsc used of young kangaroos.

Indeed, kurdungurlu has 'cognares' in a number of languages arcund the
Warlpiri area (either true cognates or borrowings). In Table 6 I g*ve the

attested forms, and 'or ccmoarlsoq I also show the word for 'child' (cthe
kinship term s ster's child'). The term for 'young human' us-all: bears no
apparent relation, except in Warlpiri,-:

The borrowed status of the Arandic term was discussed above. In Pintupi
as well as Arandic the specific kinship basis for the ritual category is

missing, suggesting that the Pintupi term (and perhaps ir stltht‘O“) is less
ancient than in Warlpiri. Of the two Mudbura terms, one is shared with its
eastern neighbor Jingilu and the other is related to kurdungurliu, so the
latter may have been a borrcwing from the south or west.

We are left, then, with the hypothesis that the term kurdungurlu s a
out from the area of the Warlpiri, Na lmanpa and Gurindji. Nots that these
are languages wnich would have had ecovgtructea) *kurtu or a varia
thereof available for the fsr:a:ion of *<urt"1"-r u. Thus the geographical
evidence supports (at least weakly) the linking of kurdungurlu with a term
associated with the mother-child relationship. Thi
problem cannot yet be regarded as solved, and we
languages.

s conplica:ed philological
await datz from othe

(RO IR

TABLE 6
language cognate of kurdungurlu 'sister's child'
Warlpiri  kurdungurlu kurduna, kurdunyanu
Warlmanpa kurtungurlu kurtuna, kurtunyanu
Pintupi kutungulu yukari
Aranda kurtungurla azﬁe“* errs, 2tc.
Gurindji kurtungurlu kurturtu

Mudbura {kurtungurlu,
kulyungkulyumgpi(ri)
Jingilu {kulyungkulyungpiri,
kurlukurla, ete.
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kurdungurlu are found in the complementary relationships of these two groups
be a2 connexion between the term
socizal totemism practiced to the
present-day languages the word is not
still shows an emphasis on relation-

to a Drezming ancestor. There may also
kurdungurlu and the ngurlu matrilineal
north and east of the Warlpiri. In the
regarded as composite, but its mezning
ships reckoned through one's mother. Thus we are told:

I follow him, my uncle's [MB's] country... Japaljarri-kurl
[belonging to Japaljarri, the subsection of the speaker’s HoBf].

Me Jupurrula. I follow him, my mother's Dreaming... Poor bugger my
country, I sing him my country now for my uncle. I bin lose my
mother, I can't be helped. Me kurtungurlu, I gotta sing my country,
from two uncle now, I got two uncle left now,... [names two
Japaljarri]. Well, I follow him that song, for my uncle and mother.
Puwarrijpa [Dreaming] now. 33
(Donald Grzham Jupurrula, Warimanpa, recorded 22 June 1978)
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ently formed on the
monic type - see
the above pronoun is spelled
anscr::tlon brought up to date) have
aylirnekakiya 'same patrimoiety' and urlakakiva 'opposite patrimoiety’,
which forms are corroborated by H. Koch (p.c.). They derive from the pronc-
minal roots aylirnmek 'we(DuEx agnatic disharmonic)' and urlak 'they (Du
agnatic disharmonic)', respectively. Moyle and Morteon (to appear:42-3)
give the related Alyawarra term as aylinakakiva, and the roughly equivalent
gloss 'belonging to those-two who stand in a father-son rtelationship'. They
also record the term kutungurla.

It appears that some Arandic ; eoples have borrowed *kurtun
centric use in ritual contexts, znd have retained their terms
kinship-sensitive pronouns for (e ocentri I

¢) genmeral use. I am
Hale, Harold Koch and Richard Movle for discussion of Arandic

Bell 1979:3), is missing from Pink's account. It is evid
term anewekerre, a 1InPl prenoun of the agnatic disharm
Hale (1966:323), for example, where

'un-zki-r'
Hale's Kaititj notes (with ¢

All of the known borrowings from Aranda to Warlpiri are vowel-initial
Aranda words, which in Warlpiri aCQLire a word—inircizl w or v, since Wa
requires initizl comsonants. Warlpiri~to-—-Aranda 30:*0"11gs normally show
initizl consonants in both languages. I am grateful to Ken Hale for guidance

on this point.
28

This spelling occurs in their entry (1977:32) for kumatinpa; the word's
own entry has kutungulu, which I presume is missing 2n underscore, even
_hongn it is listed in sequence with words begimning kutu...: Warlpiri zd

normally corresponds to Pintupl t.

““The alternate—generation moieties, reference to which is elucidated by
Myers (1976:454-33) - 'The southern Pitjanytjatjarrz, who do not distinguish
tdrminologically between ''men's children' znd "women's children," also do

organise male ceremony by patrimoieties. Instead, they empl
zoieties. This contrasts with the Pintupi who both
of kin and base male ceremonial

net
oy generational

distinguish ghesa classes
organisation on the di

the distinction.'
30 G : i - ia
Note Xawurna (Adelzide arez) kumetakka (cited in note 19, zbove).

31\ote, however, Anmajirra (Arandic) kura 'child (young human)’. Cc:aara
-qe uucou*a and J‘“ ;;u terms with Kariara (=Kariera, Western Australi
'kuling' ‘sister’s son' (N. Tindale, p.c.). Perhaps th
languages has za etymology parallel to that of kurdung
The Warumungu ha

ve been using the term !}
recent traditicnal

Kurtungurlu
land clzims, but the term was not reco
Gillen or Stanner, nor by Hale, Chakravarti or Heath in t
studies. Warumungu, unlike Warlpiri,

o]
o
C and
-
S
-

1c5§0C-CCEﬂt: 1; im c'ﬂ.-es,
first recorded by Spencer and Gillen om their 1901 visic. The «a*""'“gu nazes
are Kingili (Jangala, etec.) and Wurlurru (Jepanangka, e::.}. The correspond-
ing Alyawarra names are Angele and Arlukwerre (K. Hzle, p.c.), and the
corresponding Mudburz names are Lirraku and Wilviku, respectively (cf.

Stanner 1979:49).

-

Hansen and Hansen (1977) list kungka

Female. Girl or young woman before
she has reached puberty'. The suffix -ngkatia i to the Warlpiri
Elative suffix -jangka.

-

4 last-second postscript (cf. section 4. idam Kendon (p.c.) has
recorded a handsign meaning kurdungurlu. It consists of the signs XURDUNA
and NGURLU in sequence; the KURDUNA sign is ne used as a kin term, not
that for kurdu in the sense 'child, young (o





