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1. INTRODUCTION.
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MAP 2.
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1.1 GENEALOGICAL ISSUES.

POc

POc

POc



an oceanic origin for äiwoo? 461

1.2 ORTHOGRAPHY.

â

â
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2. TEMOTU HISTORICAL PHONOLOGY.

POc

POc

POc

PTm

POc

2.1 SOUND CORRESPONDENCES.

POc

TABLE 1. NUMERALS IN TEMOTU LANGUAGES

POc Aiw Nat Nag Neb Asu Tnb Bum Vno Tnm 
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TABLE 2.
†

POc

Aiw Nat Nag Neb Asu Tnb Bum Vno Tnm

POc

∅
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2.2 CANONIC FORMS.

PTm

PTm POc

POc
POc

POc

POc o

POc

POc
POc

POc

POc
POc

POc
POc

â

POc

POc

POc
POc

POc
POc
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POc

POc

Tnb
POc

POc
POc â
POc

POc
POc

POc

POc

POc
POc
POc â
POc
POc â

POc
POc
POc â
POc
POc
POc
POc
POc
POc

POc

POc
Aiw Aiw â Nat
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POc
POc
POc

POc
POc ââ
POc
POc

POc

POc

POc â
POc
POc

POc

POc

POc

POc

POc
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POc

POc

POc
â

POc
â â

POc
ââ,

POc

POc
POc â

â, â
POc â

â,
POc â

â â
POc

POc

POc

ââ â

POc â â
â â â

POc â
â

â
POc â

â

2.3 MULTIPLE REFLEXES. POc
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POc
POc
POc

POc
POc
POc
POc

POc
POc
POc
POc
POc â

POc
POc POc POc

POc â
POc

POc
POc

POc
POc POc

2.4 SHARED INNOVATIONS AND SUBGROUPING.

POc
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2.4.1 A single subgroup?

POc POc

POc

POc â

POc

POc

POc

POc â â â

POc

Aiw Nat Nag Neb Asu Tnb Bum Vno Tnm
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POc POc

POc

POc
POc

POc

POc

POc

POc

POc

POc
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2.4.2 Internal subgrouping.

POc

POc

2.4.2.1 Reefs–Santa Cruz.

2.4.2.2 Utupua-Vanikoro.
POc

2.4.2.3 Utupua.

POc

POc

2.4.2.4 Vanikoro.

3. ÄIWOO MORPHOSYNTAX.
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3.1 CLAUSE TYPES, TRANSITIVITY AND PRONOMINALS 

3.1.1 Pronominals 

3.1.1.1 The Äiwoo paradigms.
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â
1pf-s:3a-rdp. -recp-ua

s:1m-ipf s:2m-ipf

ipf-s:3a-

ipf- -a:1m-o:2m ipf- a:1m-o:3m

f, s, a,
o, p, a

d, m, p, s, t,
cj, coll, deic, dflt, dir, i,

ipf, lig, masc, nz, obl,
pcl, ph, prep,  r,

rdp, ua,

TABLE 3. ÄIWOO PRONOMINAL PARADIGMS

free (f:)
intransitive 
subject (s:)

transitive 
subject (a:) object (o:) possessor (p:) 

1m
12m
2m
3m â
1a
12a
2a
3a
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ââ
-dem pf- -a:3m-o:3m

ipf -a:3m-o:3a

a:1m-o:2a,
a:3m,

pf- -a:1m f:3a

3.1.1.2 History of forms.

1m 3m

3m
proximal â distal. 3a

1m, 1a, 3a.
POc POc

POc
POc POc

POc

POc
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2m, 12a,  2a

1a.

1s

pf- a:3m(-o:1m)

TABLE 4. ÄIWOO OBJECT/POSSESSOR SUFFIXES
IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE †

POc PTm Aiw Nat Nag Asu Tnb
1s 1m
2s 2m
3s 3m â
1ip 12a
1ep 1a
2p 2a
3p 3a
1id 12m

12ua
1ed 1ua
2d 2ua
3d 3ua
1it 1ip
1et 1ep
2t 2p
3t 3p
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3m
a:3m-o:3a 

poss-a:3m-o:3a

(a)
(a)

3m
3m 3a

3m POc 3s.
3s

3a POc p:3p

3a,
a:3m,

POc

12m POc 1id. 
POc

1id

3.1.1.3 How the Äiwoo system arose.

p:1s 3m
2m

1m POc
 1s/1m

POc
p:1m
p:12m
p:2m
p:3m
p:1a
p:12a
p:2a
p:3a

POc
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3.1.1.4 Äiwoo intransitive subject forms. s:3a

POc
s:3p

s:1m.

POc f:1s.

3.1.1.5 Äiwoo transitive subject forms.

POc

f:1s pred o:3s-s:1s

1m, 1a
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3.1.2 Clause types and transitivity.

â â
deic s:3m- -dir=ph nz-s:3a- =deic

ââ
-dem pf- -a:3m-o:3m

lâwââ
s:3m-ipf-

pf- -a:1m

s:3a- ipf-s:3a- -ua

o:3s



an oceanic origin for äiwoo? 481

cj-s:3d  pf s:3p -o:3s =s

POc

POc

pf-rdp. -tr-dir

pcl:betel-p:1m irr- -tr-dir-a:2m

POc

3.2 NOUN PHRASES.
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3.2.1 Possessive classes.

p:1m

p:1m

TABLE 5. SEMITRANSITIVE AND TRANSITIVE VERB FORMS

POc gloss semitransitive transitive

â â

â ââ ââ
â ââ ââ
â ââ ââ
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dflt:p:1m

:p:1m

:p:1m

POc

art pcl:food-p:1s

art pcl:drink:p:1s

art pcl:dflt:p:1s
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-p:1s sg:ii

-p:1s sg:i

-p:1s sg:i

-p:1s sg:i

POc POc
POc

POc

classifier type of possession noun

POc

POc

POc
POc
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POc

3.2.2 Nominalizing pre xes.

nz: -dir-a:12m
nz:
nz: -ipf-
nz: -ipf-
nz:coll: -ipf-
nz: -ipf- -a:3a=obl 
nz: -ipf- -up-a:3a=obl
nz: -dir=obl 
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POc

POc affix gloss reconstructed example

POc

POc
POc

nz:inst-rdp -prep-

art ni

art ni
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ni-ni:inst- lig-

nz-rdp-

POc

POc
POc

Nêlêmwa
â â

POc

TABLE 6. NOUN-DERIVING PREFIXES IN DOBU

prefix gloss example gloss root gloss
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POc
POc POc

POc

POc
POc

POc

POc

TABLE 7. NOUN-DERIVING PREFIXES IN TAMABO

prefix gloss example gloss root gloss

-p:1s’

TABLE 8. A COMPARISON OF NOUN-DERIVING PREFIXES
IN OCEANIC LANGUAGES

‘one who /
which’ female agent 

human
collective place 

instru-
ment manner abstract 

ê ê
î

ârâc
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3.2.3 ‘Person from’ pre x.

prep nz
POc

ê ê â â

3.2.4 Class pre xes.
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POc

3.2.5 Gender-marking pre xes.

POc

POc

3.3 VERB PHRASES.

TABLE 9. CLASS PREFIXES AND CORRESPONDING GENERIC TERMS

prefix meaning 
cognate 
generic term examples 

ââ

â â

â â

â â

ââ ââ pl
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3.3.1 Morphological features 

3.3.1.1 Aspect/mood markers.

s:3a,

marker mood aspect
â

â POc

â â â
-a:1m=obl irr- -dir-a:3m-o:2m masc- -p:1m

3.3.1.2 Directionals.

ipf- dir-a:3a-ua=ph

POc

POc Äiwoo

â
â

3.3.1.3 Oblique proforms.

POc

TABLE 10. INALIENABLE NOUNS FORMED WITH GI- AND SI- †

â
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-dir=obl ipf- -a:2m ipf a:2m=obl

â â
pf- -dir pf- ipf =cl -dir

mi-ipf- =obl

POc

3.3.1.4 Derivational morphology.
â

Causative pre x. â POc

â â â â â
deic ipf-s:3a-caus- ua=ph deic cj deic ipf-s:3a- -ua=deic

â â â
caus tr-a:3a-ua

-wâ/-eâ POc

â
POc

Applicative suf x.

 s:3a,
POc
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â â

POc

POc

â â
=deic ipf- appl-a:2m=deic

3.3.2 Nuclear serialization.

POc

POc

3.3.2.1 Head–modi er nuclear-layer serialization.

s:2m- -dir

â

ipf -dir-s:3a-ua=ph

3.3.2.2 Cause–effect nuclear-layer serialization.
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â
a:2m-irr-

â
pf- dir-a:3a

4. CONCLUSION.

POc

POc
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