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A one-day Pacific Islanders Abroad Workshop was
held in the Coombs Building tea room at the Australian
National University on 16 October 1999, funded by
the State, Society and Governance in Melanesia Project
with assistance from the ANU's Graduate Program in
Anthropology. The workshop was originally conceived
informally within the Fiji Students' Association and
was a cooperative undertaking, convened by Katerina
Teaiwa and Selai Korovusere and organised by the
SSGM Project in conjunction with a committee of
students.

and several of mixed ancestry. Two indigenous
Australians attended and a member of the Foreign
Service of the Republic of Palau.
Given the short lead-time (six weeks) in which
the workshop was organised, the size and diversity of
the attendance was astonishing and a testimony to the
felt need for such an occasion, which was expressed
publicly in heartfelt terms by a number of participants.
It was said to be the first such gathering of members
of Pacific Island communities in Australia.
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In the absence of a representative of the local
Ngunnawal people, Sonia Smallacombe of ATSIC
welcomed participants on behalf of the indigenous
people of Australia. Sunam, a group of Papua New
Guinean-Australians from Adelaide, performed PNG
songs and dances. The workshop was attended by
representatives of Radio Australia and SBS, both
Pacific Islanders, and was videoed by Paul Turnbull
of the ANU's Centre for Cross-Cultural Research.
There were more than eighty participants-twothirds women, half students, and highly diverse in
background and age. Most are ACT based but about
twenty were interstate visitors, including several from
the Pacific Island Council of Victoria. About sixty of
the participants are Pacific Islanders resident or
studying in Australia, including indigenous Fijians,
Indo-Fijians, Rotumans, Papua New Guineans, a
Bougainvillean, a West Papuan, Solomon Islanders,
Maori, Tongans, Samoans, a Niuean, a Cook Islander

The organisers' main aim was to initiate a forum for
a wide cross-section of Pacific Islanders living,
working and studying in south-eastern Australia to
engage in serious but not overly academic discussion
on questions of Islander identities, experiences and
interrelationships as migrants, relations between
migrants and home countries, and migrants' relations
with indigenous Australians. Migrants bring different,
often critical perspectives to bear on questions of
nationalism, regionalism, governance and statesociety relations. It is important that their viewpoints
and experiences be seen as valid and useful in official
circles, within the region and in Australia, and by
international organisations, aid agencies and donor
governments.
A further aim was to facilitate future networking
of Pacific Islanders in Australia. To this end a Pacific
Islands Discussion Forum has been set up on the SSGM
Project home page at URL <http://rspas.anu.edu.aw'
melanesia/pacnetwork.htm>

