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AN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY: SOME IMPRESSIONS
This article has been contributed by 1\Ir. A. 11. Donagan, senior lecturer in Philosophy, who spent part of 1953
and 1954 as visiting assistant professor of Philosophy at the University of Minnesota.

To write about even the American university of my
adoption is an impudence I should not commit except for
pressure I have no right to resist; it has been applied, in this
case, by the Registrar. My sole knowledge of any American
university derives from a nine-month academic year as
visiting Assistant-Professor of Philosophy in the University
of Minnesota. During this short period, I left the State
of Minnesota only twice-for visits of a day or two, one
to the University of Illinois for a philosophy conference, the
other to a seminar at the University of Chicago; I had, accordingly, no opportunity to compare other universities with
Minnesota; nor had I much leisure in which to an alyse
impressions.
Although the State of 1innesota is scarcely, if at all,
more populous than ew South Wales; and although the
twin cities St. Paul and Minneapolis, in which is situated
the greater part of the University buildings, even together
are smaller than Melbourne; the 1953-4 Bulletin of the
University, issued for new students, was able to state th at
the administration of the present President, Dr. J. L.
Morrill, who assumed his post in July, 1945, 'has been
marked by such forward steps as the start of a $34,000,000
building program for the Twin Cities campuses, to be completed in 1958 ( p. 10) ; 'that in 1873 the university
graduated its first class of two members; now
some 7,000 students graduate each year' ( p. 11 ) ;
and that 'in 1946 there were 28,312 resident students
and in recent years the enrolment has been 18,000
or more, including Duluth and St. Paul campuses' ( p. 11 ).
Even before President Morrill's building programme, the
Universit,- appears to have possessed, on the Minneapolis
campus alone, more buildings than Melbourne and Sydney
together. Except that it accommodates few residents, the
Coffman Memorial Union, which houses the staff's Campus
Club as well as the Students' Union, is more lavishly
equipped than University House in Canberra, and offers
far more services and opportunities for diversion; yet
neither politicians nor public grudge its cost.
Financial comparisons are painful and tend to discredit
Australia. After finance, the most striking respect in which
the University of Minnesota differs from those of Sydney
and Melbourne is the number of its students. This is
simply explained. In Australian universities, the Faculties
of Arts, Law, Science and l\1 dicin~ are ~till central and

those of Agriculture, Engineering, Dentistry md Education
peripheral; university study is supposed to be theoretical
rather than practical, and fundamental rather than derivative; its aim is centrality, not comprehension. ~1 the United
States, universities are proud to be comprehensive. At
Minnesota not only are there separate Schools of Pharmacy,
Business Administration and Nursing, but the Institutes
of Technology and Agriculture undertake tasks which in
Australia are left to technical and agricultural colleges, as
well as those of our Faculties of Engineering and Agricultural Science. Again, although a university education
normally consists of a four-year degree course, there arc
many more short non-degree courses than in Australia. As
the 1953-4 Minnesota Bulletin for new students observes,
'the university . . . offers students several two-year study
programs for training as library technicians, practical nurses,
morticians, technical aides, or retail salesmen' ( p. 26 ) .
Universities in the United States are comprehensive in
another way; they undertake elementary instruction in
academic subjects neglected in secondary schools. Mo~ t
Americans must contrive to enter a university if they
wish to acquire the elements of theoretical mathematics, nr
classics, or history and literature other than American; fe w
schools remain , most of them private and expensive, in
which such subjects are thoroughly taught.
ot only do
nearly all departments provide introductory and 'survey'
courses, a General Studies department offers courses in
Classical, Mediaeval and Renascence civilization which m:1y
be taken by students who know little history and no l ~ n 
guage but English: these courses are excellent in themselves,
and are often taught with devotion; but they would be
immeasurably better if students, when they began, only
knew as much as an American matriculated student of fiftv
years ago. Besides these, a General College answers the
needs of students unfit for the other university schools:
working closely with the School of Education, it enablLs
students either to qualify for ordinary courses, or to supplement their high school education by two years at the
university.
This difference between Australian and American education must not be exaggerated: in a measure, as Australi::m
first-year pass papers dumbly show, the United States have
acknowledged a fact which Australia cannot long continue
to ignore, that not every matriculated student is fit for
seriol1s university work. The stud~nt~ H wa~ my pleasur:::
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to teach were certainly not inferior to those I had taught
in i\ustra!iJ; but few students entered the philosophy department until their second or third year, and no student
was constrained to do so in order to obtain his degree.
Without exact information, I venture to estimate that at
Minnesota in the traditional Arts subjects-Mathematics,
Cb sics, Philosophy, History, Modern Languages, English
-excepting introductory or 'survey' courses-the number of
students is not strikingly different from that in Melbourne
or Sydney.
"Gradu :lte School" in an American University is more
thoroughly organized than in Australia. All M.A. and
Ph.D. candidates are enrolled in it; and their work includes,
besides defending a thesis, ordinary undergraduate courses
and graduate seminars, in preparation for extensive written
and oral examinations. Candidates are so closely supervised that, after passing the written examinations, they
rarely fail to obtain their advanced degrees; withdrawals
from the written examination s, however, are common, and
failures not infrequent.
The Gradu:lte School at Minnesota introduced me,
indirectly, to an important American institution of which
I had heard little-the Liberal Arts College. Liberal Arts
Colleges are small, usually in a country town, and almost
entirely residential; they offer a B.A. degree in the subjects
covered by Australian Arts an d Science faculties. Some,
like Swarthmore and Bryn Mawr, are well-known; most
exact high standards, and, since they do not offer what I
have cal led peripheral courses, their gradu ates are cultivated
and highly educated. Many of the students in Minnesota's
Gr:Jduate School, to my surprise, were either from such
Colleges or from other universities; on the other hand,
most Minne90ta graduates preferred to go to other universities to Graduate School. Such academic mobility is plainly
advantageous. Though imagination boggles at it, Australi an education would be improved if graduates of one
university regularly read for their M.A. or Ph.D. degrees
at another.
The constitution of university departments, like that of
the United States itself, I on ly partly understood, but what
I understood I liked. Each department has a chairman, who
is a full professor, though not necessarily, or indeed often,
the senior professor. A department chairman has authority

commensurate with his administrative responsibility, but
major departmental decisions arc reached on ly after discussion and a vote. Although serious disagreements arc rare,
and decisions commonly unanim ous, I have the impression
that such matters as courses, appointments, promotions, and
so on, require a majority vote of members with permanent
status. Each department has a separate budget, but its
power to apportion money for particular purposes is limi ted
by what it can persuade the Dean, and ultimately the Legislature, to sanction.
ince a university resembles an arisocratic republic more than a democracy, the American way
of ordering a department is not commended by describing
it as democratic; like the institution of Fellows in Oxford
and Cambridge, however, it better realizses the idea of an
academic republic than the Scottish system imported into
Australia. Academic and administrative authority are clean
different things, which should not be confounded for
administrative convenience.
There is little to say of staff conditions. There are
four full-tim e academic ranks: Instructor, a probationary
rank, salary $3,000 and upwards; Assistant-Professor, the
lowest permanent rank, salary $4,500 and upwards; Associate-Professor, salary $6,000 and upwards; Professor, salary
$8,000 and upwards. These estimates are approximate;
each salary being privatel y negotiated, it is something of a
breach of manners to inquire into them. One of my friends
professed astonishment when I told him that I had made
no secret of what my salary was to a department Chairman
of another university.
Academic salaries are low by
American standards, even though they arc for nine months
only, and members of staff commonly lecture, on separate
contracts, in the summer quarter. By contrast, a year ago
an article in Life magazine represented a minor business
executive, I think an assistant manager of a super-market,
as receiving $12,000 a year. By absolute standards, however, American academic st1laries are excellent.
1ine
enabled me to pay for my wife's and my Fares from Britain
and back, four out of six unpaid months between jobsone in America and three in Europe, an unusually expensive but highly convenient furnished apartment, and sufficient indulgence in the American way of life. Being, like
most poor men , a reluctant materialist, comparative poverty
did not gall me; my colleagues were higher-minded.

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Conferring of Degrees

The College celebrated the completion of its first twentyfive years with a number of functions during April. The
chief of these was the Twenty-sixth Annual Commencement and Conferring of D egrees, which was held in the
C oll ege Hall in the evening of Friday, 15th April, in the
presence of Their Excellencies the Governor-General and
Lady Slim. The Australian univorsities and the Commonwealth Office of Education were represented as follows:
IVERSITY OF YD EY: Professor S. H.
Roberts, 1\II .A., Litt.D., LLD., Vice-Chancellor.
TT IE Ui IVERSITY OF MELBO URNE : The Hon. Mr.
Justice A. Dean, Q.C., LL.l\II., Chancellor.
TilE UNIVER ITY OF ADELAIDE: Professor F. ].
Fenner, 1\II.B.E., 1\II.D., B.S., D.T.l\II., Professor of
TilE U

Microbiology in the Australian
ational University.
THE UNIVERSITY O F TASMA l A: Professor T.
T-lytten, C.M.G., 1\II.A., Vice-C h ~ncellor.
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND: Dr. 0. S.
Hirschfeld, 1\II.Sc., M.B., B.S., Chancellor.

THE U

IVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA:

A. H. Tange, Esq., B.A., Secretary, Department of
External Affairs.
THE AUSTRALIAN

NATIONAL

U

IVERSITY:

L. G. 1\IIelville, Esq., C.B.E., B.Ed., F.I.A., Vice
Chancellor; Professor A. D. Trendall, M.A., Litt.D.,
Master of University House.
THE N .S.W UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY: R. F.
Pawning, Esq., M.Sc.
THE U IVERSITY OF EW E CL ' D: E. W. R.
Thorpe, Esq., B.Sc., D ean of the Faculty of Science.
THE COMMO WEALTH OFFICE
EDUCATION: Wm. ]. Weeden, Esq., M.A., Dip.Ed.,
Director.
Greetings were also received from McGill University,
Montre::ll, and from The Queen's University, Kingston,
Ontario. The Chairman of the Council, Dr. B. T. Dickson,
is a graduate of both these Universities and wJs formerly
Professor of Economic Botany at McGill.
The Chancellor of the University of Mcl kurne, the
Hon. Mr. Justice Dean, presided at the ceremon ~· and con·
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ferred the Degrees on behalf of the University. The following Degrees were conferred and Diplomas awarded, the
grad uands and diplomates being presented to the C hancellor by the Principal, Professor Herbert Burton:
B1\CHELOR OF ARTS-ORDIN ARY DECREE:
Geoffrey Raymond BAIN,
William Warren BELL,
Thomas I Ians I IALSEY,
William Alexander I IIGGIE,
James Charles 1 CRi\ 1,
l\1aris Estclle KI G,
Wallace Frederick TI IOl\1PSO
BACilELOR OF LAWS-ORDINARY DEGHEE:
Paul Douglas ABBOTT,
John Leslie EMAN UEL,
Cordon Phillip TEMME.
BACI lELOR OF COMMERCE-OHDINARY DEGHEE :
Alan Richard BAG ALL,
Francis James COLWELL,
Desmond Phillip KEHWlCK,
John Leslie McNi\MAHA
George Haeburn VIHTUE,
Alfieri Gerald Dick WALTON.
DIPLOMA I J PUBLIC ADMI lSTRATION :
Cordon Donald GRANT,
Honald Usher METCALFE,
Nigel James Bruce NEILSON.
The following graduands, who were unable to be present, have been admitted to their Degrees either at a conferring ceremony in l.Y1clbourne or in absentia .
BACHELOH OF ARTS-ORDI
Jean Patricia HARHISO
Sydney Eric )ONES.

HY D EGHEE:

t-.Ii\STER OF AHTS:
Seekhu Bacluge Daya de SILVA
BACHELOR OF COMMERCE-OHDINARY DEGREE :
Peter John I IOHGAN.
1\IASTER OF COMMERCE:
William Hichard CAR EY.
An address was delivered by the Prime linister, the
Ht. Hon. H. G. 1\lenzies. Mr. Menzies also unveiled a
portrait of Sir Hobert Garran, who was Chairman of the
Council of the College from its foundation in 1930 until
1953. The portrait is substantially the work of the late
1rs. W. E. B.
eilson of Canberra an d was completed
after her death by Mr. William Dargie. Sir Hobert . was
present on the platform and responded to the tributes which
had been paid to him by the Prime Minister and others.
Dr. Dickson, in the course of his Chairman's Address,
outlined the College's hopes for the immedia te future. These
include the expansion of the present School of Oriental
Languages into a School of Oriental Studies embracing the
languages, histories and cultures of China, Japan, lndia
and South-East Asian countries. It is hoped that the near
f uture will also see the beginning of science teaching an d
the siting and erection o[ permanent buildings, including
a hall of residence. Dr. Di kson also made reference to
the serv ice of Mr. C. S. Dalcy who was a member o[ the
first Council to be appointed and was still giving service in
that capacity after a continuous membership of more than
twenty-five years.

Addresses were also given by the Chancellor of thu
University of Melbourne and by His Excellency the Governor-General. Fuller reference to these is made below.
At the conclusion of the ceremony all presen t were invited
to remain for supper, which was served in the senior com·
mon room, the dining-room and the stud ents' comm on room.

Other Function

On the evening before the Conferring of Degrees the
\VoJ?en Graduates' Association gave a reception at Uni\'Cl'Sity House to which they invited the Council an d staff
of the College and the visitors who had come to c~mberra
for the celebrations. Later in the evening the ' tudcnts'
Association held their Annual Ball in the College 1!all, and
for this function the visitors were guests of the stud ents.
The students also staged a Revue on the follo wing Saturday,
Monday and Tuesday nig hts, which was both well attended
and well received.
Religious services sponsored by the Student Christian
1ovement and the ewman Society were held 'on Sunday,
17th April, at Reid Methodist Church and St. Christopher's Pro-Cathedral. The lessons at Reid Methodist
Ch urch were read by the President of the S.RC. (Mr. J. B.
Edwards) and Sir Robert Garran.

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Address by His Excellency the Governur-Gencral, Field
Marshal Sir William Slim, G.C.B., G.C.i\rl.G., G.C.V.O.,
G.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., K.St.]. , D.C.L., LLD.
The Chairman of Council, the Prime Minister and the
Chancellor have in their addresses done honour to Sir
Robert Garran who has played so noble a part not only in
the development of this College, but in the constitutional
advance of Australia. I would add my tribute and say how
delighted we are to be able to show him a little of the
admiration and affection we feel for him. The Prime
Minister, the Chairman and the Chancellor dealt also with·
the varied aspects of the life of this College. For a moment
I would like to talk of one aspect-the most important
aspect of any teaching university-i ts graduates. This college has made some to-day and it is mainly to them that
I would speak.
To-day you have achieved degrees, I say achieved, because to get a degree is an achievement-something accomplished against diff1culties. You , especially those who
otherwise fully employed, study in wh<~t would b~ you;
leisure, have shown true . self-discipline- the m o~ valuable
virtue in Australia to-day. M ost of you are, I understand,
married men. I suspect that it is not you alone who have
shown this commendable self-discipline. It can't be easy
to be the tactful wife of a student when examinations draw
near. In simple justice a sprig or two of your academic
laurels should bedeck your vvives.
A degree means that, in the opinion of those competent
to judge, you have reached a standard of learning considera bly beyon d that of the average man. From now on
you bear a label as a man an d woman of knowledge. Once
in India, an old Brahmin said to me, "All knowledge of
every kind is in itself good. It is only when man comes
to apply his knowled ge that the question of oood or evil
arises. " That is tru e and that is whv chara~ter is more
important than kn owledge, how you ;1se your knowledge
th an how grea t your knowledge is.
Be proud of yo ur deg ree as any man should be of a prize
which he has honestly worked for and won, but don't be
vain of it. Don't, I beg you, regard your degree as som9-
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thing that gives you a social cachet, an intellectu al diploma,
or even as an aid to better jobs and hi gher pay. It is
better than that. Loo k upon it as an oflicer looks upon
the stars on his shoulder, as a distin guishin g mark that you
have prepared for and undertaken more responsibility than
the rank and fil e. That you accept a higher and harder
discipline than they do. That conduct which in th em
would be excusable in you could be in excusa bl e-a hi gher
standard is demanded and expected of you. Your personal
honour and integrity now mean more to you beca use yo u
ha,·e a degree. You can be leaders and you should be
leaders in the yea rs to come-but remember, at least to
start with, that the best leadership is by example, no precept.
I sa id in this hall a year ago th at a deg ree is not a wmning post, but a signpost. It still points the sa me way, to
service to your fellow citizen and to your country.

THE CHANCELLOR'S ADDRESS
Til e following is an abridged text of the Address gi pen
l?y th e C hance llor of the Un iversitr of 1\ lelbonrne ( The
1lo11 . i\l r. }11stice A. Dean, Q.C., L L.l\I) when conferring
degrees at Canberra on the occasion of the Twen ty-fifth
A nllil'ersary of th e College.
I count it a very great pleasure and privil ege to be here
toni ght and to confer those degrees "vhich l am author ized
by my Uni versity to confer. lt is a somwhat cxcepti o r~a l
thin g to be able to come to the Federal C apital to confer
something. C anberra, as everybody in Australia kn ows,
has conferred great bl essin gs upon every other part of the
Commonwealth. It is tru e that on occasions those blessings
are so disguised that their real nature is not full y perceived
by the recipients, and it may be true that at times disgruntl ed persons have murmured th at the benefi ts conferred have not been so grea t as had been anticipated, but
l must be careful as such murmurs are unlikely to have
reached the ears of the Prime M inister. It is with particu·lar sa tisfaction th at I f-ind myself abl e to confer upon some
citizen s of C anberra a benefit which, whil e it costs us
nothing, affords, I believe, grea t satisfaction to the recipien ts.
T onight I h ave great pleasure in extending the congratulations of th e University of M elbourne to Canber ra
University College upon th e attainment of its twenty-fi fth
anniversary. vVhile th e period of twenty-five years may
seem short to an in stitution as antiqu ated as ou r own, it
mu st be remembered th at what is importan t is not the number of years one succeeds in remainin g ali ve, b ut rather the
p rogress made. It is apparent th ~ t during the twenty-five
years of your existence you have made remarka ble progress
and your Chairman's address tonigh t has pl ainly indicated
that your future development and expansion are certain to
be no less remarkable.
Our Registrar, lVlr. John ston , and I are happy to be wi th
you tonight and to convey th e congra tulations of our university to you. I am glad for another reason to be present.
M y universi ty is delighted to be associated with the tribute
you are payin g to that great se rvant of the Australian public,
that remarkable man, Sir Robert Ga rr:m . But I wan t to
warn you th ;:~ t we at lelbourn c are not going to permit you
people o~ Ca r:'b~ rm to appropriate Sir Robe~t to yo u ~·scl ves .
In our new 1t IS clea r that you hold h1m m trust 111 perpetuity for the people of Au stralia. After all , he has on ly
been 27 years with you, and for a great deal of th at time
he has been , offici all y, retired. All Australia owes him a
great debt. Sir Robert is a M aster of Arts and D octor of
Laws of Melbourne, and we are proud to claim him as one
of our graduates.
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The Registrar an d I are here, of course, on behalf of
the University of M elbourne, to confer the degrees of that
university · and thereby to admit your gradu ates to membership of its convoca tion. Your Chairman has very
graciously extend ed the congratul ations of the College to
my University upon the attainment by us of the hundred th
year of our age.
In these circumstances I consider it appropriate to say
something about the fo unding of our university. Its
foundation was a most remarkabl e story. l n the year 1850,
a young Englishman, Hugh C hilders, graduated B.r\. at
Cambridge, at th e age of 23. lie at once came out to
Melbourne armed with a letter from a distant relative, Earl
G rey, Secretary of State for the Colonies, addressed to 1r.
LaT robe, Superintendent of Port Phillip District. llc was
given a position as In spector of denomin ational schools. In
1852 he was appoin ted Auditor-General with a scat in the
Legislative C ouncil. On D ecember 1st, 1852, he introd uced a Bill in to the Council to establ ish a un iversity. A
select committee was appointed, of which C bilders was a
member, and the active member. T he Comm ittee repo rted
on Jan uary 4th, 1853, by modern standards an amazin g
achievemen t fo r a select Committee. T he Com mittee's
recommendations were adopted and the Uni versity i\ ct
became law on the 9th Febru ary, 1853, fo urteen mon ths
after the firs t meeting of our fi rst Victorian Pa rl iamen t and
a little over two mon ths after the Bill was in trod uced . Surclv
a record for rapid P arliamentary action! C hildcrs bcca m~
the first Vice-Chancellor (an offi ce corresponding to th at
of Deputy-Chancellor to-day) . H e left the Colon y in 1857
and returned to England where he held Cabinet office in
three Gladstone administra tions. Childers was on ly 30 when
be left the Colony. I cannot refrain from observing upon the
respect paid by his seniors to the visions of youth and
won dering if present day leaders of the commun ity arc as
receptive to youthful idealism. I therefore noted with
considerable pleasure that this street in which this College
is situated is n amed C hilders Street.
My final word is to those upon whom we have tonight
conferred our degrees. O n behalf of my University and
yo urs I cong ratul ate you upon your gradu ation and wish
you all good for tune. You r degrees have been obtain ed
by hard work. Most of you have been obliged to stu dy
an d attend lectures whilst serving as full-time officers of the
Public Service of the Common wealth. T his has lengthened
our cou rses and deprived you of those advantages possessed
by full-time studen ts who are able to read, think and talk
aroun d the subject of their studies in a more leisurely way.
Bu t a Un iversity degree is not the end of learning. You
would not be so foolish as to suppose that you were now
full y equi pped. You will , I hope, carry away with you two
th ings-fi rstly, the desire to continu e to extend your knowledge, and, secondly, a cri ti cal attitude which should lead
each generation to a constant challenge of the ideas of the
generation which proceeded it. D o not, I urge you, regard
your degrees as a mere quali fica tion for material advancemen t. Regard them rather as an instrument in your hands
for the service of the community in th at b ranch of learning
which you have adopted. T here is surely a level in the
commun ity at which the importan t questions are not- H ow
mu ch money can I earn an d how little need I do for it?
lf there is such a level, we may justly expect to find our
grad uates servi ng at th at level.
It is only to the extent to which you devote yo urselves,
your knowledge and your abilities to the service of the
State that your degrees will have been worthily conferred.
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CREATION OF FOUR NEW CHAIRS
The approval by the Commonwealth Government of a
three year development programme submitted by the Council has enabled the College to create and advertise eleven
new academic posts, including four chairs.
The chairs are in Law, Mathematics, Philosophy and
Psychology. The Law chair has been named the Robert
Garran Chair in honour of Sir Robert Garran who was
Chairman of the College Council from 1930 to 1953.
The other posts created are senior lectureships in
Classics, Economic Statistics and Political Science ( Public

Administration) and lectureships in English, Economic History, French and Mathematics.
The departments of Classics and Mathematics are both
new ones and will bring the number of the College's teaching departments to eleven. The number of professors will
also be brought to eleven.
As many of the appointments as possible will be made
during the present year, and it is hoped to have all the posts
filled not later than February, 1956.

THE ·COUNCIL
The Council has appointed the following Standing Committees for 1955:
Finance and Staff: The Chairman, the Principal,
Associate Professor B. D. Cameron, Mrs. U. Ellis, Mr.
J. Q. Ewens, Mr. W. J. Lind, Brother P. L. McCarthy,
Mr. A. D. McKnight, and Professor A. D. Trendall.
Buildings and Grounds: The Chairman, the Principal, Mr. C. S. Daley, Canon D. A. Garnsey, Mr. W. J.
Lind, Brother P. L. McCarthy, Mr. L. G. Melville, and
Mr. A. T. Shakespeare.
The Council also appointed the following members to
the Toint Committee of the Council and the Board of
Studies on the Development of the College:
The Chairman, the Principal, Professor K. H. Bailey
and Professor A. D. Trendall.
The Chairman of the Council, Dr. B. T. Dickson, left
Canberra on 19th April to take part in an international
conference sponsored by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science at Albuquerque, New Mexico,

to consider problems of semi-arid and arid lands. He was
invited to give the closing public lecture on 28th April.
Afterwards he will go to London, Paris, Geneva and Rome
to discuss special details with colleagues at Rothamstead
and in UNESCO, F.A.O., W.M.O. and W.H.O. On the
way home he will stop to visit the Commonwealth Livestock
Research Farm in the Thai Desert, which is being developed
by Australia, Canada, New Zealand and Pakistan under
the Colombo Plan.
This will be his eighth world trip in connection with
the Advisory Committee on Arid Zone Research, which is
an international group of nine specialists charged with
advising UNESCO on the problems put to it by governments and institutions desiring to improve production in
semi-arid and arid lands. In this work he has visited
Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Southern France, Pakistan and India.
Mr. A. D. McKnight, one of the members of the Council elected by graduates, has been appointed Secretary of
the Departments of Defence and the Army with headquarters in Melbourne.

STAFF
Associate Professor of Economics

Dr. B. D. Cameron, formerly senior lecturer in Economics, has been given the status of Associate Professor of
Economics, becoming thereby the College's first associate
professor. Dr. Cameron has been a member of the Economics department since 1946 and has on more than one
occasion acted as its head. His work in the field of general
equilibrium theory is internationally known and his advancement to an associate professorship is primarily in
recognition of his contributions to the advancement of
knowledge in his subject.
Promotions

The Council has promoted the following lecturers to
senior lectureships: Mr. R. H. Barhack (Economics) , Mr.
B. D. Beddie (Political Science), Mr. A. H. Donagan
( Philosophy), and Dr. F. M. Todd ( English).
Appointments

The Council has appointed Mr. R. 0. Hieser, M.Ec.,
as lecturer in Economics. Mr. Hieser is a graduate of the
University of Adelaide where he took the degrees of Bachelor of Economics (with First Class Honours) and Master
of Economics. In 1952 he was awarded an Australian
National University Scholarship and he is now engaged in
completing his doctoral thesis on "Monopoly and the
Theory of Value, Investment and Economic Growth." Part
of his work on this subject has been accepted for publication in the American Economic Review.

Mr. S. Encel has been appointed as senior lecturer
in Political Science.
Mr. Encel was admitted to
the Degree of Bachelor of Arts with First Class
Honours in 1949 by the University of Melbourne and
received his Master's Degree with First Class Honours in
1952. He has been senior tutor, and latterly lecturer, in
Political Science at the University of Melbourne since 1952.
He will not take up his appointment at the College until
the beginning of next year.
Mr. ]. A. Barnard has been appointed as lecturer in
Economic History. Mr. Barnard is a graduate of the University of Sydney where he graduated as Bachelor of Economics in 1949 with First Class Honours in Economic
History. After three years of teaching at the University
of Sydney, first as a teaching fellow and later as an acting
lecturer, he was awarded a scholarship at the Australian
National University and during the tenure of his scholarship did some part-time lecturing at the College. During
his undergraduate course he held a Canberra scholarship
and is the first Canberra scholar to be appointed to the
College staff. Mr. Barnarcl will take up his appointment
at the beginning of third term this year.
Mr. N. Bacon and Mr. C. P. Harris have been appointed
as research assistants in Economics. Mr. Bacon is a
graduate of the University of Western Australia and Mr.
Harris is a graduate of the University of Queensland.
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General

Professor Hope has been re-elected as Deputy Chairman
of the Board of Studies for 1955.
Dr. F. M. Todd, senior lecturer in English, who is at
present on study leave at Cambridge, has received a grant
from the Carnegie Corporation which will enable him to
spend some three months in the United States before returning to Australia. Dr. Todd plans to investigate the
teaching of English in the smaller American universities
and colleges, and the teaching of American and Canadian
literature in the universities of those countries. He will
also study American student counselling procedures.
Mr. T. I. Moore, senior lecturer in Pacific Studies, has
been appointed Acting Chairman of the Commonwealth
Literary Fund Advisory Board for 1955.
The Assistant Librarian, Miss D. Leaper, has obtained

the Qualifying Certificate of the Library Association of
Australia and is now a fully qualified member of the
Association.
Publications

The following are some recent publications of members
of the staff:
Cameron, B. D.-The Determination of Production: An
Introduction to the Study of Economising Activity. ( Cambridge University Press, 1954.)
Crisp, L. F.-Australian Federal Labour Party 19011951. (Longmans, 1955. )
Clark, C. M. H.-Select Documents in Australian History, 1851-1900. (Angus and Robertson, 1955. )
Kramer, L. J.-Henry Handel Richardson and Some of
Her Sources. (Melbourne University Press, 1954.)
A review of Professor Clark's book appears in this issue
of the Gazette.

THE LIBRARY
The Library has just received a set of the archaeological
journal, ANTIQUITY and is expecting sets of the HARVARD LAw REVIEW and the YALE LAw JouRNAL to arrive
shortly from the U .S.A.
A number of gifts has been received during the past
few months. These include the following:
From Miss E. Crace, a bound set of PuNCH, starting with the first issue and covering the years 18401867 and 1914-1919;
from Mr.]. K. Moir, of Melbourne, a number of works
of Australian literature;
from the American Embassy, a set of almost one hundred

pocket books chiefly dealing with American literature, politics and history;
from the Attorney-General's Department, a set of the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court reports since 1940.
The Oriental Studies library is growing, and a large
number of Chinese and Japanese books is now on the
shelves. They are temporarily in the main library room,
but as soon as separate accommodation for them can be
arranged, they will be moved, since the shelf space in the
main library will soon be insufficient for the sections already
housed there.

GENERAL
Social Science Research Council Grants

Mention was made in the Gazette for July, 1954, of
the award of a Social Science Research Council grant to
Dr. B. D. Cameron for an enquiry into "The Structure of
Australian Industry." Grants from the same source have
been received by Mr. P. Pentony (Psychology) and Mr. L.
F. E. Goldie (Law). Mr. Pentony's project is concerned
with the social development of the pre-school child and
the grant has enabled him to employ a field worker to assist
him. Mr. Goldie's grant is to assist him with travelling
expenses involved in his enquiry into the continental shelf
doctrine.
F/Uihright Scholars

The College has this year four American Fulbright
scholars pursuing post-graduate research. Miss F. M.
Maupin and Mr. R. I. Scott are working in the field of
Australian Literature, and Miss C. L. Hamilton and Mr.
A. A. Hayden in Australian History.
Increase in Lecture Fees

The Council has increased lecture fees for 1955 from
£13/ 10/- per subject to £16/ 10/ - per subject. The College's lecture fees have not been increased since 1951 and
are still below the fees charged by the Universities of Melbourne and Sydney.
Visitors

Mr. Stephen Stackpole of the Carnegie Corporation of
New York, visited the College on the 29th March, and was
entertained to luncheon in the senior common room. Mr.

Stackpole is the Executive Assistant of the British Dominion
and Colonies Programme of the Carnegie Corporation,
and the purpose of his visit was to familiarise himself with
the work being assisted by the Corporation.

Sir John Sheppard, former Provost of King's College,
Cambridge, visited the College in April and gave a Public
Lecture on the 27th April on "Shakespeare's Small Latin
and Less Greek." While Sir John was in Canberra he
also read a paper to the recently formed Classical Association.
Professor R. H. Tawney, formerly Professor of Economic
History at the University of London, was in Canberra from
the 1st to the 5th of May. His visit was arranged under
the Commonwealth University Interchange Scheme. Professor Tawney lectured to the British History and Economic
History classes at the College and read a paper on the
Hammonds to a meeting of the Historians' Society. On
the 4th of May he was entertained to a complimentary
dinner at the College by a group of historians and others.
Ohilders Street, a Link with Melbourne

In the course of his address at the recent Twenty-fifth
Anniversary Commencement, the Chancellor of the University of Melbourne, His Honour, Mr. Justice Dean, said
that he had been somewhat intrigued to find that the Canberra University College was situated in Childers Street.
Hugh Culling Eardley Childers was the founder of the
University of Melbourne.
This is not a mere coincidence: the name Childers was

-
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given to the street because of its proximity to the University
area. For the nomenclature of the National Capital there
is a carefully considered scheme for honouring the memory
c.f those who have been prominent in all avenues of the
development of Australia. At the same time, such of the
existing place names as were suitable and significant have
been retained for historical reasons.
The rnain divisions of the city were named after the
men who brought federation into being. The governmental area is known as Parkes a[ter the "Fa ther of Federation," and we find such n ames as Barton, Reid, Deakin,
O'Connor, Criffith and Forrest. In some cases a saxon
suffix was added to improve the effect, such as Fyshwick,
Lyneham and Symonston. In the Kingston and Griffith
divisions there are the names of many of our explorers,
such as Giles, Kennedy, I Towitt, Sturt, Ovens, Stuart,
Favenc, Leichhardt and La Perouse. There is a Flinders
Way and ~lso Captain C ook Crescent. In the Yarralumla
division, near the Australian Forestry School, the names
used are those of botanists who have contributed to a knowledge of Australian flora, and include Banks, Maiden,
lucll cr, Hooker and Bentham. In other divisions a similar
procedure has been adopted to commemorate past Governors, pioneers, colonists, politicians and industrialists.
Following this general policy, streets in the neighbourhoGd of the Un iver~ity have been given names to perpetuate
the memory of Australian poets, scientists and educationists, such as Lawwn, Kendall, Cordon, lVlarcus Clarke,

ixty . eight

Nicholson, Childers, Ellery and McCoy. In
icholson
Street we honour the first administrative head of the University of Sydney, Sir Cbarles Nicholson, Bart., M.D.,
D.C.L., LL.D. The founder of that University has been
remembered by the allotment of his name to a main thoroughfare, Wentworth Avenue, in the division of Kingston.
A keen interest in the question of naming the divisional
areas, parks, streets and public places in Canberra was
taken by Lord Bruce, now Chancellor of the Australian
National Universi ty, when he was Prime Minister, in
1927, and an Ordinance was made at that time, setting up
The Canberra lational Memorials Committee, of which
the Prime Minister is the Chairman, and on which other
Parliamfntary leaders, senior officials and authorities on
Australian history act to advise on any proposed memorials
and also•. on this qu~stion of-nomenclature. The Committee
is available for consultatioi1' by the Minister for the Interior,
and it makes its own recommendations. Any determinations
by the Minister must be notified in the Commonwealth
Gazette and also laid before both Houses of the Parliament,
being subject to disallowance by the passing of a resolution
by either House.
It will be seen that unusual care has been taken to
ensure that names used for public places, parks, avenues
and streets in the National Capital shall be only those that
are widely representative and pass scrutiny at a high and
responsible level.
-C. S. D.

SELECT DOCUMENTS IN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY, 1851-1900
C. M. H. Clark, Angus &RolJcrlson, Sydney, 1955
This is the second of a series of books of documents
selected and edited by Professor Clark, of which the first
covering the period 1788-1850 was published in 1950, and
the third, which will take the story to 1950, is in preparation.
The book is in four sections, of which three conform
with the established divisions of history in terms of phenomena studied, namely, economic, political and socia l
history. The remaining section contains documents on gold,
its discovery, and the consequences for Australian society.
The ·work differs from the previous volume in a number
of ways. It is larger; the extracts from documents are
generally longer; it contains more statistics and more lists
of significant events. Perhaps the most important difference
is in the general introd uction, and the introductions to each
section, which are much more extensive than in the earlier
volume, as well as raising more questions of interpretation.
Some of these diiTerences arc no doubt the result of
Professor Clark's thinking about his first volume. But
others arise from the di!l"crence in the nature of the documentary material as well as the limitations of the secondary
works on the period. The half century after 1850, and
particularly the thirty years between 1860 and 1890 still
remains the dark age of Australia's past. Althought recent
work in monograph and thesis form has begun to light up
certain parts and aspects of the period, both the general
student and the specialist arc forced to rely on contemporary
or near contemporary accounts, and more recent studies,
for their picture of the whole period. \ll 1ith the exception
of Sir Timothy Coghlan's monumental Labmtr and lndmtry in Australia, the contemporary and near contemporary
accounts are not works of m<Jturc scholarship. The more
recent general interpretations are written from quite insufficient evidence to make them acceptable as authoritative
histories. Most of them argue a case that may or may not

be tenable, but all of them are too thin to sustain all of the
case, under criticism.
One further difference between this volume and the
earlier one is the author's more tentative justification of the
publication of a book of documents. In the first volume
he assumes that there is need for such a work, in the second
he feels obliged to justify it. In this reviewer's opinion
no verbal justification is needed for either. They are both
in the well established tradition which makes such classics
as Select Documents in English Econ01nic History, by
Bland, Brown and Tawney, an essential part of the reading,
wherever British History is taught, or at any rate wherever
it is taught well. The use to which the hrst volume has
been put proves the need for it. And if what has been said
of the works on the second half of the nineteenth century is
true, the second volume is needed even more than the hrst.
This book will be read extensively by senior school
students, undergradua tes and specialists.
In his introductions Professor Clark does three things.
He debunks; he asks many questions; and he advances
some interpretations. Of a book of documents intended
to provoke students into thinking about their subject, as
well as providing some of the substance for thought, little
more could be asked . I have not counted the number of
problems for student exercises that arise directly from the
commentary, and for which the starting point is in the
documents, but there must be hundreds. Indeed, many
of the problems raised will provide the questions which
M.A. and Ph.D. students will be attempting to answer for
many years to come. The questions are important because
they arise from the acute thought of one who probably
knows more about the whole field of Australian history
than anyone else.
In another sense, however, some criticims may be made.
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cratic institutions was mainly the result of the activities
of radicals. In his reviewer's opinion, Professor Clark is
right in emphasizing the limited social and economic conseq uences of the demo ratic and levelling movements of
the fifties, but wrong in his implication that the political
achievements were not of great significance. As for the
influence of radical opinion, this is likely to remain one
of the most bitterly debated questions in our history for a
very long time.
Similarly, Professor Clark is sharply critical of the interpretation which regards the development of Australian
nationalism as an important aspect of the growth of a
democratic society. I le is impressed by the crudity, the
exclusiveness, and the dependence of Australian nationalism
rather than the positive virtues with which the "romantics"
have clothed it. On the other hand, he is equally critical
)f the "cultural crawl." But he can't have it both ways.
I le is in too much of a hurry.
This is one of the most important bool,s in Australian
History published in the last fifteen years.
HOD! GOLLAN.

Because of the inadequacy of general works on the period,
and because the introductions cover so much ground, the
book will inevitably be more than a book of documents. It
will also be regarded as a substantial interpretation . In
this respect there is too much of the negativism characteristic of a great deal of contemporary historical writing.
Thirteen years after be had launched his frontol assault
on the Whig interpretation of British History, Professor
Dutterfield wrote, "Those who, perhaps, in the misguided
austerity of youth, wish to drive out that \ iVhig interpretation . . . are sweeping a room which humanly speaking
cannot long remain empty. They are opening the doors
for seven devils which, precisely because they arc newcomers, arc bound to be worse than this first." Professor
Clark clears the room of what he calls the romantic interpretation of the period. In essence this is the view that
attaches great importance to the growth of political democracy in this period, and attributes its rapid development
to the influence of the radicals. I le both questions the
extent of the achievements, particularly in the 1850's, and
rejects as untenable the view that the adoption of demo-

STUDENTS'

ASSOCIATION

During the past six months, the Students' Hcprcscntative Council has passed through one of its busiest and
perhaps most successful period~. Beginning with an endof-year "Hcvcl" and culminating in the week to celebrate
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the College, much has
been accomplished in stirring not only student interest,
but general public interest in the activities of the College.
To celebrate the end of the 1954 academic year, about
120 students and their friends attended a "Revel" held in
the College Hall in December. The Dramatic ociety
presented two one-act comedies, and these were followed
by an evening of dancing. The S.R.C. provided supper
and organised novelties during this most successful evening.
An unusual feature of studen t activity in December was
the Christmas party held by the S.R.C. for the children of
married students. On thi s occasion it was decided to combine the S.R.C. party with the one held by Mrs. Durton
for the children of the members of staff. This arrangement
proved a most happy one, and with the aid of balloons,
ice-creams, hundreds-and-thousands and films, the afternoon passed happily for the young guests.
The 1955 acndemie year began with great actiYity. The
week prior to the commencement of lectures was set aside
for Orientation \Veek. On the Monday evening a large
number of students was welcomed by the Principal and
the President of the S.R.C. Other members of the staff
also spoke, explaining the admini~tration of the College
and generally p--oviding an introduction to university life
and work. Dur ing supper the freshers were introduced to
the many members of the academic stafF present, nnd they
were able to dist uss together their courses and any problems
they may have had. It was a most profit:Jble evening for
all those who were there. The representati\'es of the
various College Sports Clubs were at the College on the
Wednesday evening to meet the freshers. l\1any new
students played badmin ton, table-tennis and darts. . Later
the S.R.C. took the freshers on a tour of inspection througJ:
the College. An informal dnnce was held on the Friday
evening, and ,rien tation Week ended on the Saturday
evening with a performance of a comedy, "The Little Hut,"
arranged by the Dramatic Society. A valuable addition to
this week of activities was the issue to each fresher of a

comprehensive I land book, edited by l\1r. J. L. Carroll of
the S.R.C.
The College Council had suggested that the students
should produce a revue for this, our Silver Jubilee Year,
and in a remarkably short time two members of the S.RC.,
Miss Maris King and Mr. J. L. Carroll, prepared a script
and songs. Many of the recently welcomed freshers were
amongst the cast selected and, after five weeks of intensive
rehearsals, under the direction of Mr. S. H. Phippard,
"Jubilee Vit" was produced in the College Hall on Saturday,
16th April. So successful was this revue, that a third night
was added to the proposed run of two nights. Over 800
students, staff and members of the public saw "Jubilee Vit,"
which seems to indicate that a student revue might well
be a regular feature of Commencement Week.
In association with the College the S.R.C. organised a
special Silver Jubilee Ball, which was held in the College
Hall on the Thursday of Commencement Week. Mnny
students and members of the staff attended the Ball, at
which we were privileged to entertain some special guests
of the College, a number of whom were in Canberra
especially for our Twenty-fifth Anniversary. On the following evening the Annual Commencement ceremony and
Conferring of Degrees was held, and four members of the
S.RC. acted as Marshals in the procession. The S.R.C.
was represented in the procession by Mr. and !lrs. J. B.
Edwards.
Great emphasis has been placed by this S.H.C., as in
the past, on the social side of student activity, but in the
last six months other things have also been accomplished.
The book exchange opened early this year and proved
exceptionally successful. Many students have used this
service, and it appears now to be firmly established. A
move has also been made to purchase a small number of
academic gowns and hoods, which will be hired to the
students.
A new feature of student activity appeared this year
in the form of a Literary Competition. A prize of [,2 was
offered by the S.R.C. for each of three sections-poetry,
prose and drama. Professor I lope donated LS/ 5/ - for the
best contribution in any section. The S.R.C. hopes that
this Competition will now be held each year.
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Three issues of 1Voroni, the student newspaper, have
already appeared this year. The S.R.C. has been fortunate
in securing the appoin tment of a full-time student as editor
for this year, an d it is hoped that \Voroni will do much to
increase student interest in the College.
The last six months have seen, also, the establishment
by the S.R.C. of a Capitnl Investment Fund. An initial
amount of [,50 h ns been deposited to lnunch the Fund,
which in the future may be used to purchase Associntion
equipment and possibly, well in the future, a Union
Building.
The number of students participating in the many
activities mentioned here has been perhaps greater than
in previous years, and it is gratifying to think that this
1my well be the beginning of a new era of student life in
the College.

-T. E.

NEWS OF THE UNIVERSITIES
Association of Universities Conference in Me1hourne

The Executive of the Association of Universities of the
British Commonwenlth, which meets three times between
the Quinquennial Congresses, will meet in Melbourne in
August this year and will be attended by delegates from
most Commonwealth countries. This will be the first
meeting of the Executi\'e to be held in Australia. The last
Quinquennial Congress was held in Cambridge in 1952.
Auslralian Humanities Research Council

Representatives of the Faculties of Arts of the Austrnli an Universities held meetings in Melbourne in October
and November last yenr, to establish an Australian I I umani·
tics Research Council. A constitution was adopted and an
interim Council and Executive were set up. The aims of
the Council include the fostering of scholarship and publication of studies in the humanities, the establishment of
relations with internationnl bodies concerned with the
humanities and exchange visits of scholars between Australia and other countries. The interim Council includes
two members of the staff of the Canberra University College, Professor I-I. Bielenstcin ( Professor of Oriental Languages) and Professor A D. Hope ( Professor of English).
University of New England: Election of Chancellor

The Council of the University of New England has
elected as the first Chancellor of the University the Rt.
Hon. Sir Earle Page, G.C.M.G., C.H., M.B., Ch.M., D.Sc.,
F.R.C.S., M.P. Sir Earle Page was formerly Chairman
of the Advisory Council of the ew England University
College. He will be installed as Chancellor on the 4th
August. The College has been invited to be represented
at the ceremony by the Chairman of the Council and the
Principal. Both ho1.e to attend.

Th e Canllcrra l.Jniversily Colle:te: Election of a Mcmhcr
of the Council hy Univcrsily Graduales
In 11ursuancc of regulation 20 of the Canberra Univer~ity
College Regulations, I, Thomas Miles OW'EN, _the ~"\eturm_ng
Officer for the pmpose of the undermentioned electiOn, giVe nouce
that the Minister of State for the Interior has(a) directed me to cause an election to be held for the purposes of paragraph (b) of section 11 of the Canberra
University College Ordinance 1953 of one _Pers~n as a
member of the Council of the Canberra Umvcrs1ty Col·
lege; and
(b) fixed the third day of June, 1955, as the last da~ for the
receipt of nominations of candidates for the elec~JOn. .
The following information is given for the benefit of mtendmg
candidates and voters.
Sub-section (3) of section 13 of the Canberra University College Ordinance provides th at where a member, o~er than an
11dditional member appointed w1cler section fifteen of th1s Ordmance,
dies or ceases to be a member before the expiration of the period
for which he was appointed or elected, a person shall be elected
or appointed to fill the resulting vacancy in the membership of the
Council in the same manner as that in which the person who has
ceased to be a member was elected or appointed, and shall hold
office for the residue of his predecessor's term of office.
Paragraph ( b) of section ll of the Canberra University College Ordinance provides that the person elected to the vacancy,
shall be, and shall be elected by, persons who(i) are university graduates of not less than three years'
standing;
(i i) are ordinarily resident or are employed in the Territory at the time of the election; and
(iii) have registered their names with the Registrar of
the College.
Forms of application for registra tion may be obtained from the
Registrar.
Regulation 17 of the Canberra University College Regulations
provides for the Regi strar to maintain a roll of persons who register
their names with him.
Regulation 18 provides that a person is not entitled to vote
at an election unless he is qualified under paragraph (b) of section
11 of the Ordinance so to do and his name appears on tl1e roll.
Regulation 21 provides that a person i~ not capable of being
elected unless(i) he is qualified under paragraph (b) of section 11
of the Ordinance to be elected and his name appears
on the roll; and
(ii) he has been nominated for election in accordance
with the Regulations.
The election is to fill a vacancy created by the transfer from
Canberra of Allan Douglas McKnight, LL.B. Mr. McKnjght's term
of office would have concluded on the thirtieth clay of June, 1956.
If a poll is taken to decide an election, regulation 28 of the
Regulations requires the Returning Officer to post a ballot-paper
to each person whose name appears on the roll.
Further particulars regarding the election referred to above,
and forms of nomination of cand;dates for the election, may be
obtained frem me at the- Canberra University College, Childers
Street, Turner, Australian Capital Territory. (Post Office Box No.
197, Canberra City, A.C.T.) .
D ated this tenth day of May, 1955.

T. M. OWEN,
Returning Officer.

United Kingdom Universilies Conference, 1954

The report of the Proceedings of the 1954 Conference
of the Universities of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
has just been published, and the three topics of discussion,
The Sttpply of Teachers for Mathematics and Science,
Are Undergraduate Courses of Study Overloaded? and
The Retiring Age for University Teachers,
are of considerable interest in all parts of the Commonwealth.
Copies of the report may be obtained from the Association of Universities of the British Commonwealth, 36
Cordon Square, London, W.C.l. fer 2/ 6d. each, post free.
Copies of the reports of the confe:ences held in 1947-9,
1951 and 1952 are still available (p rice, post free, 1947-9:
1/ 6d ench, 1951: 2/-, 1952 : 2/ 6d).

ACADEMIC VACANCIES

Particulars of a number of acndemic vacancies in Australian nnd oversens universities may be obtained from the
Registrar or inspected at the Inquiry Office.
EDITORIAL NOTICE

Copies of the Gazette will be sent on request to any
gradu:~te or other interested person who sends his nnme and
address to the Registrar.
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