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by Geoffrey G. Rossiter, M .A., Executive Officer of the

U nited States Educational Foundation

Without doubt the Fulbright programme is the greatest and most significant experiment in educational exchange on an international sca le which has ever been attempted.

American un ivefSltJes. He recalled, too, that after the
First World War a similar project was undertaken for Belgian students, financed by surplus dollars subscribed in
the U nited tates for Belgian Wdr relief. Could not a
similar arrangement be made for the repayment of at least
some of the h uge debts owing to the U nited States by
so many countries as the result of the Second World War?

The Fulbright programme takes its name from Sen.ator J. William Fulbright, an Ameriqn Rhodes Scholar,
one-time President of the U niversity of Arkansas, and now
a senator for that state. It was he vvho, in 1946, int•·oduced legislation into the United States C ongress to enable foreign currencies and credits, acquired by the United
States during the Second World vVar under Lend-Lease
and from the sale of surplus war materials, to be used for
.financing an international scholarship programme. This
was a veritable beating of swords into plougshares - the
proceeds and profits of war being turned to educational
and cultural pursuits. But 1946 and the Fulbright legislation was not the beginning. Like so many other great
achievements, the Fulbright programme owes much to
prior experiments and to pioneers who went before. As I
have mentioned, Fulbright was a RhoC'es Scholar, and it
is quite clear that the vision of Cecil Rhodes h:!d a profound effect upon him. TI ere was a man who, like so many
Rhodes Scholars before and since, became fascin:Hed with
the Rhodes idea l; a man who, in his earlv twenties, experienced and appreci::~ted to its fullest the m::~gni ficent
opportunitv which his scholarship for overseas study presented to him. He spent three years at Oxford, and from
there he travelled and studied in Europe - France, Germany, Austria and the Balkans. One can imagine how the
further the young Fulbright went, the more he re1lised
that here was an opportunity, available now to the few
but which, if thrown open to the many, might in time be-come a highly significant factor in promoting understandIng between nations and even, perh3ps, in the maintenance
of world peace.
This was the genesis of the idea. But how to implement it? Wbence could come the vast financial resources,
running in to millions, to provide thousands of scholar-ships ann u ally for a substantial period of time? Obviously
th is was n o easy problem. But F ul briQht remembered how,
following the Boxer Rebellion in C h ina, portion of the
indemnities received by the Unted States were used to
provde scholarships for Chinese students to study at
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So, armed both with the idea and a means of putting
it into praetice, Fulbright went to Congress. It was a
project which appealed to American idealism, particularly
to the idealism which was apparent in the AmericJn approach to problems of international relations in the immediate post-war period. The legislation, known popularly as the "Fullbright Act" and officially as Public bw
584, 79th Congress, went through and was greeted with
general approval and acclaim. It empowered the Secretary
of State to sign executive agreements with countries in
which the United States had acquired credits during the
war, for the use of portion of these funds to provide
scholarships for American students :md scholars to study
in these countries, :md to provide travel grants for nationals
of the countries concerned to visit the United States for
similar purposes. Agreements of this type have now been
signed with 28 different countries. Ironically enough,
China was the first, where a 20 million dollar programme
was established. Then came the United Kingdom, France,
Italy and others. The Agreement with Australia was signed
on 26th ovember 1949, and early in the following year,
the United States Educational Foundation in Australia
was established to administer the programme. The Foundation is a bi-national Board, consisting of four American
and four Australian directors, who serve in an honorary
capacity under the chairmanship of the American Ambassador. It is responsible for formulating policy for the programme in Australia and for supervising the administration
of the whole local operation. Under the Fulbright Agreement, the Australian currency equivalent of 5 million dollars was made available to finance the exch:mge, not more
than one-tenth of which coul d be expended in any one
year. At the pre-deval uation rate of exch ange this meant
approximately £lt million, with a m aximum permissible
annual expenditure of about £ 154,000.
T h e Foun da tion wen t in to b usiness in 1950, during
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which year travel grants were awarded to 28 Australian
students for postgraduate study in the United States. The
first American students and scholars came to Australia in
f951, when 26 scholarships or fellowships were granted.
Since then the flow has increased in both directions and
the total number of awards issued by the Foundation to
date is 495. Of these 208 have been scholarships and fellowships to Americans, and 287 travel grants to Australians.
How long will it last? This varies from country to
country and depends upon the terms of each individual
Fulbright agreement. In Australia, the programme in its
present form should continue with the funds now available
for another ten years. \Ne have been able to invest a
portion of the capital sum, and in this way the life of the
programme will be prolonged beyond what was originally
anticipated, but we are eating into capital continually and
by 1966 our present funds will be exhausted. That some
other means will be found to carry on the programme is
the fervent hope of all who are closely connected with it.
So much then for the explanatory and statistical part
of the story. But what is the object of the Fulbright programme? What does it hope to achieve? \iVhy do thousands of students and scholars move around the world
each year on Fulbright grants? To what end have so many
millions been made available for educational and cultural
purposes in a world where material values occupy such a
prominent place?
o mention of any aims or goals can be found in the
Fulbright Act itself, but the Fulbright agreement between
this country and the United tates contains a clause indicating that the Agreement was signed as the result of a
desire '"to promote mutual understanding between the
peoples of the United States of America and Australia by
a wider exchange of knowledge and professional talents
through educational contacts." Similar clauses appear in
the Fulbright Agreements of other countries. Moreover,
it has been made perfectly clear by the Board of Foreign
Scholarships in Washington, which is the policy-making
body for the programme on a world-wide basis, that international understanding and goodwill are the basic objectives, and these have now become the accepted goals of the
programme.
This, of course, is highly laudable and desirable aim,
but I should like to sound a note of warning, lest we become too "starry-eyed" about it all. To do this would be
both unrealistic and dangerous. It is essential for those
of us who are intimately connected with the programme
to adopt a thoroughly practical and down-to-earth approach
to the question of what we can expect to achieve. The
whole of the educational exchange movement will be
endangered if unrealistic and unobtainable objectives are
set for it. In the midst of the upheavals and tensions of
recent years, some have come forward to hail educational
exchange as the panacea for our international diseases. I am
convinced that well-planned and well-operated programmes of this type do contribute to better relations between countries, and in time thev may assist in easing
international tensions and even affect the great issues of
war and peace. But it is naive, to say the least, to consider
such programmes as the cure-all for the social and political
ills of the world. From our own experience, it is clear that
students and scholars travelling abroad for study and research do help to strengthen the bonds of friendship be-
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tween countries; they do contribute t0 an objective understanding, which is valuable in international relations. But
it should not be forgotten that the web of international relations is a complex one and that students and scholars on
exchange fellowships form only one strand of this complicated netvvork. I believe this strand is an important one,_
but it is only one, and those of us who administer or who
are in any way connected with an exchange programme
should remember this when we are considering what our
programmes may be expected to accomplish.
What then is the underlying purpose of the Fulbright programme? Whether explicitly expressed or not,
the basic aim of all educational exchange programmes.
must obviously be education, and we should never lose
sight of this, no matter how enthusiastic we may become
about the more idealistic possibilties of our programmes.
Partcipants in the Fulbright programme are students and
scholars; they work in schools and univerSities; our selection
committees lay stress upon a candidate's academic attainments, the quality o[ his professional training and nature
of his study or research plans. For the most part, those who
receive grants under the programme have well-defined
educational aims and their objective in seeking overseas.
experience is the acquisition of special knowledge, skills or
techniques. It is ~he primary objective of the Fulbright
programme, then, to provide opportunities for individual
scholars to satisfy their personal educational aspirations;
in return it expects those travelling abroad under its.
auspices to place considerable emphasis upon their academic
and professional achievements. In other word , it is a
genuine educational enterprise which we hope will make
a valuable contribution to the academic life of those countries in which it operates.
In attempting to carry out this major purpose of providing educational opportunities, we may reasonably expect the programme to achieve other objectives as well. It
undoubtedly assists in the general cultural growth and personality development of the individual participants. In
some instances, it performs the practical service of aiding
in the development of participating countries by providing
trained personnel in needed fields. In others it contributes.
to the creation of favourable attitudes towards the host
country. And I think our experience has shown that it is;
forging strong links in the chain of international co-operation and that it is a sincere and constructive attempt to•
achieve a saner and safer world.
But above all I like to think of the Fulbright programme as actively assisting in the spread of knowledge·
throughout the world and as making its own contribution
to knowledge itself. I believe thnt here we have a most
effective means of sharing knowledge between nations and'
of creating new knowledge, not for the benefit of national
groups, but for the betterment of mankind. This providesa sure and valid foundation on which to base an educational exchange programme and an edcquate justification
for supporting it. If we believe that the knowledge is pref-·
erable to ignorance, that it liberates men's minds and that
it should be available to all who seek it, regardless of"
colour or creed, then the Fulbright programme is wnrthy
of our svmpathetic support and eJ,couragement. If we
gnnt it these, it will surely flourish.
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE

fhe Council.

The Chairman of the Council (Dr. B. T. Dickson)
represented the Commonwealth Government at the lOth
Session of the U ESCO Advisory Committee on Arid
Zone Research, which was held in Paris from the lOth to
the 12th of ovember. Dr. Dickson ·is ·chairman of the
·
Committee.
Professor C. M. H. Clark, who has been a member
of the Council since July, 1954, began study leave in December, 1955, and resigned his membership of the Council before -going abro..ad. The professors elected Professor
H. W. Arndt to fill the vacancy.
Professor A. D. Trendall left by air for Italy at the
end of November to study South Italian earthenware in

museums and at excava tion sites. He also intends to VISit
the United Kingdom and the United States before returning to Australia in March. His United States programme includes two weeks' lecturing in archaeology at
Lhe University of Mississippi.
Sir John McLaren, a former member of the Council
now resident in Sydney, was in Canberra on the 26th
October and, accompanied by Lady McLaren, visited the
College. Sir Robert Garran entertained them to afternoon
tea in the Senior Common Room.
The New Year H onours list contained the announ cement that Mr. A. S. Brown had been created a Knight
Bachelor in recognition of distinguished public service.
Sir Alien has been a member of the Council since 12th
July, 1955.

STAFF
Appointments

The Council has appointed Mr. Kay Chauncy Masterman as associate professor of Classics.
Mr. Masterman is Bruce Mackinnon Memorial Classical Master at Geelong Grammar School, Victoria. After
graduating from the University of Tasmania with High
Distinction in Latin, he proceeded to Brasenose College
Oxford, reading for the Honours chool of Modern Histor)'
and graduating B.A. and later M .A. He also studied Classics with Sir John Sheppard at King's College, Cambridge.
His teaching experience has included an acting Professorship of Classics at the University of Tasmania and masterships at St. Peter's College, Adelaide, and at Winchester
and Charterhouse, England. His publications include a
Latin text-book for schools and a phonetic and historical
study of the English language entitled "The Power of
Speech." Associate Professor Masterman is married and has
·
two children.
Mr. Bruce Stanley Benjamin h as been appointed as
senior lecturer in Philosophy. Mr. Benjamin, who is 31
years of age, held a research fellowship in the Department
of Social Philosophy at the Australian ational University,
and was a temporary lecturer in Philosophy at the College
from 1952 to 1954. He began his university education at
the University of Melbourne, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1948, with Honours in Philosophy
and English Literature, and the Hastie Exhibition in Philosophy. After graduation he spent two years at the University of Oxford, where he obtained the Degree of Bachelg:.; of Philosiphy. His appointment fills the vacancy on
the College staff created by the resignation of Mr. . H.
Donagran. Mr. Benjamin is married and has two children.
Dr. C . E. V. Leser has been appointed as _senior lecturer in Economic Statistics. Dr. Leser, who is 40 years of
age, holds the degrees of Doctor of Philosophy of the LT niversity of Zurich and Master of Science in Ecnomics of
the University of London. He is at present lecturing in the
D epartment of Social and Economic Research at the University of Glasgow, and has had considerable research experience at the University of Manchester, the Nr~tional

Institute of Economic and Social Research and the University of Glasgow. H e h as published numerous articles·
in the Economic Journal, the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society and other learned journals, and has contributed five chapters to a work on "The Scottish Economy"
edited by Professor A. K. C airncross. As well as the course
in statistical method hitherto given by part-time lecturers
it is expected that Dr. Leser will give courses in statistical
theory which have not previously been given at th e College. Dr. Leser is married and has two children. He and
his family are_ expected to arrive in Canberra in April.
Promotion

Mr. L. F. E. Goldie, lecturer in Law, has been promoted to the rank of senior lecturer as from lst January,
1956.
Res ignalions

Mr. A. I l. Don.agan, senior lecturer in Philosophy,
has resigned in order to accept an appointment as assistant
professor of Philosophy at the University of Minnesota.
·Mr. D. V\1. l . W ebster, administrative assistant to the
Registrar, has resigned upon his appointment as chaplain
to The Scots School, Bathurst.
Genera l

Professor A. D. Hope represented the College at the
biennial conference of the Heads of University Colleges,
which was held at the University of Melbourne on the
15th and 16th August. Although this College is not at
present conducting a hall of residence, it plans to do so
as soon as possible, and the invitation to participate in the
biennial conference is always appreciated.

Professor Hope conducted a lecturing exchange with
Professor Maxwell, the Professor of English at the University of Melbourne, during the first two weeks of third
term.
Mr T. I. Moore, formerly senior lecturer in Pacific
tudies, h:ts been appointed senior lecturer in Australian
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Literature. When the course in Pacific Studies ceased at
the end of 1953, Mr. Moore began a course in Australian
literature which is now recognised by the University of
Melbourne for degree purposes. Post-graduate seminars
in the subject are also conducted and these are often attended by Fulbright scholars.
At the invitation of the Australian National University,
Professor H. Bielenstein (Oriental Languages) delivered
the 1955 Morrison lecture. His subject was "Emperor
Kuang-wu and the Northern Barbarians."
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Research in the Oeparhnent of Economics
Grants for 1956 of £2,000 from the Commonwealth
Bank and £800 from the Social Science Research Council
have made it possible to engage additional research assistants in the D epartment of Economics. The appointment
of Mr. N. Bacon has been extended until October, 1956
and three other research assistants have been appointed Mr. D. P. Evans, B.A., a graduate of the University of
Sheffield; Mr. C. S. Lane, B.Ec., of the University of Tasmania and Mr. B.]. L. Cordon, B. Ec., of the University
of Sydney.

Professor Bielenstein left Australia at the end of third
term for a visit to the United States, the United Kingdom The Library
and Indonesia, during which he hopes to gain lirst-hand .
The Board of Studies has appointed Professors Arndt,
impressions of the development and organisation of ori- Crisp, Fleming, Gibb and Scales as members of the Libental studies in both countries, and to interview American rary Committee for 1956. The Principal and the Librarian
and European scholars who might be able to fill vacancies are members ex officio.
on the staff of the School.
Professor C. A. Gibb, who was appointed to the Chair
of Psychology earlier in the year, arrived in Canberra and
took up duty at the end of third term.
Professor ]. G. Fleming, whose appointment to the
Robert Garran Chair of Law was announced in the last
issue of the Gazette, returned to the College in October
at the conclusion of his study leave, which he had spent
visiting Law schools in orth America and Britain.
The Registrar attended the Registrars' Conference,
which was held at the University of Tasmania from the
5th to 7th October. The Conference was attended by the
Registrar of every Australian university together with members of the senior administrative staffs of most of the unversities. The University of ew Zealand was represented
by Mr. G. Thurbott, Assistant Registrar of Auckland University College, and the Office of Education by Mr. Sheath.
The Chairman for this meeting was Mr. F. H. Johnston of
the University of Melbourne.

School of Oriental Studies
The name of the School of Oriental Languages at the
College has been changed to "School of Oriental Studies,"
in recognition of the widened scope of its work. In 1956,
in addition to the language courses in Chinese and Japanese, now in the third year, there will be a course in Oriental
Civilization - the History and Culture of China and
Japan - and courses in the Indonesian and Malayan languages. Advertisements for lecturers in the new subjects
were published in October last year, and it is hoped that
appointments can be made in time for the beginning of
the 1956 academic year. An additional appointment in
either Chinese or Japanese is also to be made.
Ten Commonwealth Public Service free places have
been made available at Canberra for Indonesian and Malayan Studies and all ten have been taken up. In later
years the language courses in Indonesian and Malay will
form the fooundation of a Department of South-East Asian
Studies within the School, embracing Thailand and IndoChina as well as Indonesia and Malaya.
Plans are now being made by the College, the Australian
ational University and the Commonwealth
National Library to build up in Canberra a first class
Oriental library. The three institutions will co-operate
closely to avoid duplicating each other's acquisitions, and
the holdings of all three libraries will be registered in a
union catalogue.

TwentyJseventh Annual Commencement
The 1956 Annual Commencement Ceremony and
the ceremony of conferring degrees will be held on Tuesday, the 27th March. The Vice Chancellor of the University of Melbourne will be present to confer Degrees,
and the Council has invited Dr. H. C. Coombs, Deputy
Chairman of the Council of the Australian National University and Governor of the Commonwealth Bank, to deliver the Occasional Address.
Alliance Francai e Prize
The Canberra branch of the Alliance Francaise has
endowed a prize for the student of a school in the Territory who obtains the best results in French in the Leaving
Certificate examination. The Council has accepted the control and management of the Prize Fund, and the first award
will be made on the results of the 1955 Leaving Certificate
examination.
Student Advisers
On the recommendation of the Board of Studies, the
Council has agreed to the appointment of a second Student
Adviser. The Student Advisers for 1956 are Dr. F. M.
Todd, senior lecturer in English and Mr. G. N. Seagrim,
lecturer in Psychology. All first year students are required
to consult the Student Advisers about their courses before
enrolling, and the Advisers are available for further consultation throughout the student's course.
Visit of Mr. Malcolm Muggeridge
Mr. Malcolm 1\lluggeridge, editor of Punch, gave a

public lecture at the College on Wednesday, 2nd November, on "Laughter in the World To-day." The Hall was in
use for examinations at the time and Mr. Muggeridge's lecture had to be given in the new Meetings Room in which
it was possible to seat only about 150. About SO others
found standing room and many more were turned away
frm the doors. Mr. Muggeridge's visit to Australia was
sponsored by the Council for Cultural Freedom.
Building Alterations
Additional staff appointments and an expected increased student enrolment have made it necessary for the
College to convert for teaching purposes a wing which was
being held for use as a hall of residence. The College is
able at present to provide residential accommodation for
students in Narellan House, one of the hostels conducted
by the Department of the Interior.
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NEWS OF THE UNIVERSITIES
New Adminis trative Posts at the U niversity of Sydney.

Appoin tments a t th e U niversity of ~le lboume

Under an administrative re-arrangement in the U niversit) of Sydney the Vice Chancellor, Professor S. I I.
Roberts, becomes Vice-Chancellor and Principal.A new
post of Deputy Vice-Chancellor has been created and filled
by the appointment of Professor C.R. McRae, who was
Professor of Psychology and Chairman of the Professorial
Board. A second new position of Assistant Principal has
been filled by the appointment of 1r. W. H. l\1aze, previously Registrar of the University. The former Deputy
Reg istrar, Miss l\1. Telfer, has succeeded l\1r. M aze as
Registrar.

The recently created Ernest Scott Chair of llistory
has been filled by the appointment of Professor ]. A. La
auze, who at present holds the Chair of Economic History. Dr. R. Jackson, professor of French at the University
of
ew England, has been appointed to the Chair of
French at the University of Melbourne. The appointments
have also been announced of Dr. orman Harper, (formedy senior lecturer) as Associate Professor of History, and
Dr. W. D. Falk (formerly senior lecturer) as reader in
Philosophy. Dr. R. T. Sussex, who was recently promoted
from senior lecturer to associate prfessor of French has accepted an invitation to the Chair of French at Canterbury
University College, 1 .Z.

A NEW AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL
The Australian Journal of Politics and History, which
appeared for the first time in I ovember 1955, is published
by the University of Queensland Press. Its editorial board
is widely representative of the Australian universities, with
effective control in the hands of the Department of History and Political Science in the University of Queensland.
The journal will appear twice a year, in May and lovember.
The first number suggests that it will be in considerable measure a competitor with Australian Historical Stt~d
ies ( University of Melbourne) , The Australian Outlook
(Australian Institute of International Affaires) and, to a
lesser extent, with Public Administration ( Royal Institute
of Public Administration, ydney) and Political Science
(University of New Zealand ) . An article by 1r. Colin
Clark in the first issue might in other circumstances have
found a place in the Australian Quarterly. With the increase in post-graduate work in Australian Universities
and a greater tendency amongst their new generation of
social science staffs to write for publication, there is nevertheless reason to believe that the new journal in this field
can well be supported.
The first issue contains a long article on Australian
foreign relations by Professor J ulius Stone, an overlong
and pedantic half-article by S. R. Davis on federalism and
a shorter piece by Robin Gollan on early Australian nationalism. From overseas there is a very interesting article by
Sir Keith Hancock on the preparations for his Smuts biography. Two very useful contributions are a survey by
Professor R.
. Spann ( ydnev) of political science and
related studies in Australian Universities and the beginnings of a regular half-yearly "Australian Political Chronicle · by several hands which deals with the legislative, electoral, party and other political doings of the Commonwealth
and each of the States. Such a continuing feature will be
i'erv valuable indeed. There are twenty pages of reviews
of books by Australian authors or containing Australian
contributions.
The lay-out is good and the printing is fair.
This additional outlet for serious politic-al and historical writings is to be welcomed.

L.F.C.

Commonwealth Scholars at A u stra lian Universities

The followng tables taken from the 1954 Report
of the Universities Commission illustrate the present scope
of the Commonwealth Scholarship Scheme.

Table 1: Commonwea l ~h Schol.ar in Training al 31/10/54

Scholars in
Training:

(1 )
.. W.

Vie.

Q'ld.

S.A. W.A. Tas. Total

ew
Awards

1954

1187

713

195-+

2493

1849

Total:

3680 2565 1176 872 633

369 145 217

47 2678

Awards
granted
prior to

807 727 416 104 6396
151 9074

T a ble 2 : Exp e nditure on C ommonwealth Scholarships.

(2)
Jan.-June

1954
£
Fees
420.038
Living Allowance 195,731
Administration
16,116

July-Dec.

Total

Average

(,

(,

1954

£
191,462
146,937
20,254
Total:

611,500
342,668
36,370
990,538

67
38
4
109

(1 ) Includes A.C.T.
( 2) The figures in this column show the average expenditure in relation to the number of students in trainng. The average living allowance n relaton to the number
of students receiving living allowance W(!S (, 144.
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