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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSI1Y
FACUL1Y OF ECONOMICS
REPORT OE' THE DEAN TO COUNCIL 11 SEPTE11BER 1970
I understand it is no lor.ger. customary for a Director or
Dean to speak at length when preser.tiri.g the Report of his Research
School or Faculty.
The Report of the Faculty of Economics for the year 1969,
which is at present before you, was prepa4ed by my predecessor,
Professor Pitchford, I too~ over from him on 11 December last year
and all that remained to be done was to fill in the section on
Student Performance, which appears on pages Bl3-15 of paper 696/1970
attached to your agenda. Reports of the Departments of Accounting
and Public Finance, Economic History, Economics and Statistics
appear separately at attachments 59-62/1970 (blue cover).
If there are any questions arising from the Report for
1969, or more generally about the activities of the Faculty since
that time, I shall do my best to answer them.
If I could add just a little: there is a longish gap
between December 1969, when this Report was written~ and September
1970, when it is being presented to Council.
Administrative Studies. On page Bll of 696/1970 Professor
Pitchford noted that "the Faculty had approved plans to develop
postgraduate work in Administ:cative Studi.es, and is awaiting approval
to go ahead with this propocal". A fom"lc:1.ation Chair of Administrative
Studies has since been approved anct adv~~tised, with a particular
orientation toward ac!mini.stration of the public secto-.: of the economy.
The Faculty is grateful to :·rof3ssor 11athews for the lead he has
given in this development . Ap~licntions :for this new Chair closed
a short time ago.
Department of Statist~cs.
A3 the Vice-Chancellor, the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor ~n<l the Deputy Chair;:uzn of the Board of the
School uf General Studies know, a good part of my time and thought
as Dean this year has been taken up with questions arising in our
Department of Statistics.
For administrative purposes, new courses which it is
proposed to offer in Computer Science have been located in the
Department of Statist5.cs. These could n:Jt be launched in 1970,
as originally planned 1 because we were unable to make the necessary
tear.hing appointments . However, we have since been able to make
what I believe will turn out to be bvo very good appointments and
teaching will begin in 1971. We know there is a considerable
student demand for this subject; the namber we shall be able to
enrol in Computer Science I ne;ct year will depend on the extent
to which funds can be made available for remote access equipment.
Thn other important event has been the resignation of
Professor Hannan, head of the Department of Statistics, who will
be going next year to a Chair in Professor Moran's departmeLt in
the Research School of Social Sciences. From the point of view of
the University there is no loss, but from the point of view of the
Faculty of Econom~cs, Professor Hannan is virtually irreplaceable.
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This is because of his rare combinati on of outstandi ng abilities in
two distinct but related fields: economet rics and mathemat ical
statistic s. The Departmen t he leaves offers courses covering both
fields. With the loss of Professor Hannan, and also Dr Terrell, we
have to rebuild more or less from scratch in Economet rics, while at
the same time taking steps to preserve the very fine group of
mathemat ical statistic ians and probabil ists that has grown up around
him. On behalf of Faculty, I should like to record the appreciat ion
we have of the distincti on that Professor Hannan's work has brought
to us, and our thanks to the Vice - Chancello r, the Deputy Vice Chancello r and the Deputy Chairman of the Board of the School for
their help in bailing us out of a difficult situation in the Departme nt.
New Rules for the Degree of B.Ec. The new rules governing
the degree of Bachelor of Economic s, referred to by Professor Pitchford
in his report, came into effect this year. Inevitabl y, Faculty did
not think of everythin g when writing them and part of my work this
year has consisted , with the help of the Sub--Dean and the Faculty
Secretary , in clarifyin g the intention s of the new degree rules and
in planning conseque ntial amendments to working rules governing such
things as status for work done in other faculties or universit ies.
Meanwhile , one of the problems that helped, in .part, to provoke our
change of degree rules has been tackled in another way. Prior to
this year, there was no faculty in the Universit y in which a student
could combine studies of Economics , Accountin g and (say) a language.
fconomics would not accept language units and Arts would not accept
Accountin g. The Faculty of Arts has since accepted my recommen dation
that Accountin g should cease to be the only subject in the Universit y
not available in that Faculty. Here I am grateful for the co-operat ion
of the Dean, Professor Johnson.
Could I simply add a short comment on being Dean?

This is
The first,
as I remember, was in 1962- 64, seven or eight years ago. I thought that
was hard enough, but it was a breeze compared with this one. I have
not been carrying a full teaching load, but, even so, I have been
finding it very difficult to maintain the turnaroun d of paper and to
give some thought, just now and then, to longer-ru n planning for the
Faculty. This in spite of the fact that we are very well served by
the Academic Registrar and his staff. I do not think the change I
have noticed in my present term as Dean is solely a reflectio n of the
fact that I have been lagging a bit in health: the job of being dean
has expanded and intensifi ed and now comes close to being a full-time
occupatio n, if it is to be done at all well. This being so, there
may well be pressures towards a system of long-term or even permanent
semi - professio nal deans for the faculties , as what looks like an easy
way out. Could I please, simply as a statement of personal belief, go
on record as saying that I think this would be a mistake, especiall y
where undergrad uates and a large teaching staff is concerned ? By all
means we should try to ease the strains being felt by short - term
amateurs like myself but I firmly believe we should try to preserve
our present system under which deans do some teaching, under which
we can always look forward to a change in the not - too- far-dista nt
future, and under which the dean for the time being finds himself
dealing with an understan ding group of people some of whom, at least,
have been through it themselve s.
my second term since coming here at the beginning of 1961.

G.S.L. Tucker.

HC / EF
24 September 1970.

