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Australians use September 11 ACT Australian
data to solve climate ^paradox' of the Year
The tragic events in New York and Washington of
September 11 last year have helped two Australian
scientists solve a 50-year scientific mystery concerning cHmate change.
At the heart of the so-called "pan evaporation
paradox" is the fact that the world's temperature has
been rising by an average of 0.15 degrees Centigrade
per decade over the past 50 years.
It has been commonly assumed by scientists that
rising temperatures would trigger increased evaporation rates over bodies of water, including "pans"
(specially built devices to precisely measure evaporation which have been used around the world for many
decades).
However, pan evaporation rate data from across
the planet for the past 50 years shows there has been
an accelerating overall decrease in evaporation rates.
This apparent paradox has been subject to widespread international study for several years but the
Australian scientists' breakthrough paper has been
published in the prominent US journal. Science, following intensive peer review of their work.
The paper, in effect, states that the massive extent
of air pollution around the planet, combined with
increasing levels of cloud, have helped to reduce
evaporation rates despite rising global temperatures.
The particles of pollution and the clouds are diffusing sunlight — blocking some direct sunlight from
reaching the surface of the water in the manner that it
did before widespread pollution and increasing cloud
became major factors.
The scientists, Dr Michael Roderick and Professor
Graham Farquhar, are senior scientists at the Australian National University (ANU) who also work for
Australia's leading greenhouse research organisation.

the Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) for Greenhouse
Accounting — a CRC in partnership with ANU.
Their paper refers to data collected in the US last year
when some 10,000 commercial aircraft were suddenly
grounded for three days in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks.
This provided a unique opportunity to record any
significant changes that might occur when those thousands of aircraft were temporarily prevented from pumping
pollution particles high into the atmosphere.
US figures over those three days showed a "marked
increase" in the diurnal temperature range on the ground
- the difference between the maximum and minimum
temperatures each day. (This gap has been reducing over
the recorded period of planetary warming).
The CEO of the CRC for Greenhouse Accounting, Dr
Chris Mitchell, said: "We are thrilled that two of our
scientists have solved the pan evaporation paradox. This
is a direct example of the world-leading climate change
research our 110 scientists are undertaking at the CRC".
Dr Roderick said: "This project was very satisfying
because it ties together several previously reported trends,
decreasing sunlight and decreasing diurnal temperature
range with the actual decline in pan evaporation rates".
Prof Farquhar said: "This project has underlined the
importance of maintaining long-term climate and environmental records if we are to achieve sound results from
Australia's research efforts.
"Unfortunately we do not have proper records in
Australia of daily sunlight levels — we now have access
only to data recorded at airports following funding cuts
several years ago which saw much of the previous system
shutdown", he said.
http://www.greenhouse.crc.org.au

Does Asia matter to
Australia's Defence
Policy?
Professor Paul Dibb recently outlined how Australia
should fight terror regionally and globally. He was speaking at the National Institute for Asia and the Pacific's first
Public Lecture held at Parliament House in October.
Introduced by former General John Baker and Prof.
James Fox, Director of the Research School of Pacific and
Asian Studies, Prof. Dibb presented to a large representative audience, with many key figures including General
Cosgrove, Chief of Defence, Parliamentary Secretary for
Defence The Hon Fran Bailey MP, former Minister for
Defence The Hon Kim Beazley MP, former Secretary of
Defence Dr Allan Hawke, and many of the Canberra
based diplomatic core, who according to national press
coverage, witnessed a major contribution to Australia's
Defence Policy debate.
Prof Dibb challenged the viewpoint that the 12 October bombings should prompt Australia to focus on threats
in its immediate region, rather than more distant ones.

Professor Frank Fenner with his ACT Australian of the
Year Award outside the National Museum of Australia
Professor Frank Fenner, doyen of Australian scientists,
last week was the recipient of yet another award, the
ACT Australian of the Year, to add to his cabinet of
glittering prizes.
These include the Japan Prize, the Copley Medal of
the Royal Society, the Albert Einstein World Award for
Science 2000 and just this year, the Ian Clunies Ross
Foundation Lifetime Achievement Award and the Prime
Minister's Science Prize for 2002.
Frank, almost 88, works daily at the John Curtin
School of Medical Research where his magnificent contribution to Australian and world health has been
achieved over more than 50 years.
In naming Frank as ACT Australian of the Year
Chief Minister Jon Stanhope said Prof Fenner is recognised worldwide as Australia's most distinguished living
microbiologist.
"This is not, as far as I am concerned, an either/or
argument", he said.
"In policy terms, it is rather an and/and argument.
That is, our defence policy should be about the defence
of Australia and its regional interests, and pursuing the
war on terror where that is useful militarily."
"The latter will involve more frequent and distant
coalition operations with our US ally and sometimes
this will involve demanding concurrent operations."
The National Institute for Asia and the Pacific will
publish Prof. Dibb's paper as part of its new Lecture
Series papers.
For details contact the National Institute for Asia
and the Pacific's Executive Officer Michelle Searle on
02 6125 5858.

Students n^ptiate on carbon emissions
The Greenhouse effect, dimate change, the
Kyoto Protocol, and carbon trading—these
phrases are becoming common currency,
but what does it all mean in scientific terms?
What can we do about it? And what is
Australia's position in the international debate about attempting to cut back human
impacts on Earth's climate? Students enrolled in 'Introduction to Greenhouse', an
innovative new multi-disciplinary Geography course in the School of Resources,
Environment and Society (SRES) at ANU,
have recently been exploring the answers to
these and related questions.
The course, developed and coordinated
by Drs Janette Lindesay and Brendan
Mackey, is believed to be the first of its type
to be offered to Australian undergraduates.
The curriculum is based on iLearning principles: a core of lectures and discussion
sessions covering a wide range of perspectives anchored by a series of innovative
computer-based practical exercises and experiential learning activities that develop
analytical, integrative and negotiation skills.
Course content includes the science and
impacts of greenhouse and climate change,
international and national policy dimensions, and mitigation strategies.
With strong support from the CRC for
Greenhouse Accounting (where Dr Lindesay
is Education Manager and Dr Brendan
Mackey is a research project leader). Introduction to Greenhouse draws on expertise
from across ANU and the wider scientific
and policy community to provide students
with an unmatched opportunity for multidisciplinary learning.
In addition to input from the CRC for
Greenhouse Accounting and SRES, experts
made contributions in 2002 from the following areas: the A N U Geology
Department; National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health; Centre for
Resource and Environmental Studies; Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies;
Centre for Sustainable Energy Systems;

W H A T S ON AT
UNIVERSITY H O U S E
Every Monday
Latin Reading Symposium
Matisse Room Cellar Bar, 6-8pm.
Every Wednesday
House Dinner
The Hall, 6.00 for 6.30pm
Every Friday
Happy Hour in the Cellar Bar
6.00pm
Friday 29 November
St Andrew s Night
Scottish Pipes and Music
Haggis and Whisky
Music and Dancing
The Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Undergraduate students in Introduction to Greenhouse participate in the ANU
Model Conference of the Parties, chaired by Professor Ian Chubb.
CSJRO Forestry & Forest Products; CSIRO
Sustainable Ecosystems; State Forests of
New South Wales; Hancock Natural Resource Group; and Environment Business
Australia.
The centerpiece of the course is an experiential learning activity, The ANU Model
Conference of the Parties (CofP). This
role-play exercise simulates the process of
international negotiation by which the parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change are attempting to reach agreement on the steps
that can be taken to mitigate greenhouse
gas emissions and climate change. The
Kyoto Protocol was produced as part of this
process of Conferences of the Parties. As
the culmination of work during second
semester, students represented 17 different
countries and major lobby groups in a

three-hour roundtable dialogue attempting
to reach consensus on 'The Canberra Accord' (a document expressing their
negotiating positions on curbing greenhouse
gas emissions). ANU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ian Chubb chaired the proceedings.
While three hours was not long enough
to reach agreement on the full text of 'The
Canberra Accord', the energy and commitment with which students participated, their
enthusiastic comments on the experience,
and the demonstrated extent of their learning during the course, all attest to its success.
As Prof. Chubb said in closing the debate,
"We have to hope that we can create an
environment that we and our descendants
will find worth living in. The ANU is
making a meaningful contribution to this
aim through students enrolling in courses
like this one".

Choral expression more than just singing
ANU Choral Society (SCUNA) musical
director Dr Jonathan Powles said his choir
was much more than just singing.
"You should think of a choral performance as an expression of sentiment, be it
religious, artistic or political. It is a powerful
example of communal conviction," Dr
Powles said.
"Performances are emotional events. If
you think about 120 people standing together, making noise in unison — a choir is
a powerful symbol."
And this is exactly what happened during SCUNA's November concert at
Llewellyn Hall.
SCUNA presented four pieces that contained a timely political edge relevant to
local and international events.
Prayer, a new work by Dr Powles, was
based on "Peggy's" story from the "Bringing Them Home" report on the Stolen
Generation. The inspiration for PrayerW2is
Peggy's account of being forced to sing a
traditional Christian hymn she did not know
on the night she was taken away from her
mother.
Performed by a soprano and combined
with the voices of an all-female choir. Prayer
was intended by SCUNA to be "a tribute
and an apology" to Australia's indigenous

peoples.
Kurt Weill's Das Berliner Requiem, a
setting of poems by Bertold Brecht, was also
performed at the concert. Dr Powles said
the piece provided a strong political statement as it was composed to mark the tenth
anniversary of the end ofthe First World War.
"Its message of the futility of war is as
powerful now as it has ever been," he said.
Similarly, Anton Bruckner's Mass in E
Minor, while part of the standard sacred
choral repertoire, can be understood in its
political and social context.
"Bruckner was a devout Catholic composer, and wrote more from a sense of
personal conviction rather than professional
obligation," Dr Powles said.
"There are interesting undertones in the
music which can make you listen to it in a
different way. The tension between Catholicism and Protestantism was a pretty
significant political issue in German-speaking countries in the 1870s, and you can
understand this Mass as a political statement."
A rendition of Igor Stravinsky's Symphony
of Psalms W2LS also performed at the concert.
Dr Powles said SCUNA was always on
the lookout for students and staff who just
wanted to sing for the pleasure of it.
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"SCUNA isn't the province of the highly
trained elite. It is for everyone. What we
may lack in musical training we more than
make up in enthusiasm," he said.
Dr Powles also said SCUNA had an
important role to play in the Canberra
region.
"SCUNA has a role to promote the
ANU's relations within the Canberra community. Our concert programs try to present
the uniqueness of Canberra as an educated
and multicultural community.
"This year we performed at Floriade and
at the graduation ceremonies. In 2003, we
hope to interact with the local schools and
continue our links with the embassies in
Canberra," Dr Powles said.
SCUNA will also be hosting the University Intervarsity Choral Festival next year.
"There will be some 200 singers from
choirs all around Australia with a professional conductor and orchestra."
If you would like to join SCUNA please
contact Cyndy Kelchner, SCUNA's PubUcity Officer, on 6125 3437. You can find
more information about the choir from its
website.
ALI KHAN

http://www.scuna.aicsa.org.au

Wednesday 11 December
Christmas Dinner
The Hall, 6.00 for 6.30pm
Music by Oriana Chorale
Bookings essential
6249 5281/6249 5271
Wednesday 8 January 2003
First House Dinner2003
The Hall, 6.00 for 6.30pm
Further information Margaret Bowles
Master s Office — 6249 5281
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Students honoured at Swiss Embassy

Best essayists on all things Swiss, from the left: Rebecca Campbell (Italian)y Philippa Bergin
(French) and Beth Sloane (German) with the Swiss Ambassador His Excellency Mr Andre
Faivet and the Vice-chancellor Profissor Ian Chubb.
Since 1998 the ANU and the Swiss Embassy have awarded annual prizes to the best
essays on Switzerland by students enrolled
in the ANU's German, French and Italian
programs. The prize-giving ceremony for
2002 took place recently at the Swiss Embassy before the Vice-Chancellor Professor

Ian Chubb, academics. Embassy staff and
students. In his speech the host, Ambassador of Switzerland His Excellency Mr
Andre Faivet, stressed the importance of
intercultural dialogue. He praised the students for stepping out of the 'quasi global
Anglo-Saxon village' in order to learn about

The value of hindsight
Many of those who played roles in Australia's
decolonisation of Papua New Guinea were
reunited recently at University House. Some
had been ministers in the 1970s; many had
been political advisers; most had been public
servants in Canberra or Konedobu. All relished the chance to relive the hectic era when
Papua New Guinea—a dependent Territory
administered rather like the ACT — was
transformed into a sovereign, independent
state. In 1970 no such transformation seemed
likely. By 1975 it was fully and peacefully
accomplished, to the astonishment of many
people on either side of Torres Strait.
A workshop held in early November was
an opportunity for review as well as reminiscence. Hindsight allowed some participants
to acknowledge actions that could have been
done better, or in a different order, or at
different speeds — or not at all. For others,
time has deepened old convictions and added
new justifications. Briefly, there was even a reenactment of the passionate debates about the

speed of constitutional change, responsibility
for creating a constitution and its shape and
nature. Almost all agreed however, that serious preparations for self-government should
have been initiated much earlier than 1970, so
that the breakneck speed of the transition
would not have been necessary.
The sound recordings of this encounter
will be transcribed in the Division of Pacific
and Asian History in the Research School of
Pacific and Asian Studies. Together with background papers and recollections prompted by
the meeting, these will become an invaluable
record of the era of decolonisation and participants' reflections on what it all meant.
Funding from AusAID and the Division
of Pacific and Asian History enabled the organisers — Donald Denoon, Hank Nelson
and Caroline O'Sullivan — to bring participants from Port Moresby and Queensland to
re-engage with their old friends and foes. The
proceedings were recorded and a transcript
will be created.

"different mentalities, different structures
of mind.... The existence and legitimacy of
foreign traditions and different sets of values" . He added that he was impressed by the
wide range of subjects chosen. Professor
Chubb, whose wife is Belgian, then thanked
the Embassy for its recognition of the importance of foreign languages at ANU.
This year the essays again covered political and literary themes. Students in
Intermediate German read the story "The
Tunnel" by Friedrich Durrenmatt. The story
is about a train going through a tunnel that
never ends. Durrenmatt changed the story's
original end a few years after its initial
publication and students analysed possible
reasons for this rewriting. Beth Sloane was
awarded first prize while Damian Hall and
Claire Carpenter came second and third
respectively.
French students had been studying contemporary ideological issues at advanced
level. The winner, Philippa Bergin, explored
the legal and political context of the use of
the referendum as part of the political process in Switzerland and France. The second
and third prizewinners, Rowena Dickins
Morrison and Justine Garrett, both chose
to analyse the legal and social situation of
those in non-conventional relationships

PIERA CARROLI, GABRIELLE SCHMIDT AND
KARIS MULLER

IN BRIEF
Professor Gillies has announced that Bruce
Hall, home to thousands of ANU students since 1960, will be developing a
further 100-bed wing during 2003. The
wing will contain self-contained units
suitable for later-year undergraduate and
graduate students.
Prof. Gillies stated that the new wing
would be named after the founding warden of Bruce Hall, Mr Bill Packard. Mr
Packard was warden for 27 years, until his
retirement from the University in 1987.
He was a university lecturer in geography
and remains a keen walker.
Mr Tim Anderson will join ANU as the
new head of Burton & Garran Hall in
January 2003. He is currently the Principal, Halls of Residence, University of
Queensland.
Previously, he was the Vice-Principal
at Jane Franklin Hall, University College in Tasmania. Mr Anderson is an
Arts (Honours) graduate from the University of Tasmania and currently
undertaking his PhD in History.
The Head of Toad Hall, Mr Keith Conley
commences work on 9 December 2002
after completing duties as the Coordinator for the National Institute of Social
Sciences, ANU.
Previously, Mr Conley was the Dean
of Residents for two years at Fenner Hall,
ANU. Mr Conley is an ANU Arts (Honours) g r a d u a t e and is a p p r o a c h i n g
completion of his PhD in Demography
in the Research School of Social Sciences,
ANU.

Old friends and foes reminisce: During the Hindsight workshop on Decolonisation and
Papua New Guineas Independence, Cough Whitlam recalls how it was with Bill Morrison
(the last Australian Minister for Territories) and Sir Ebia Olewale (the first Papua New
Guinea Minister for Education). On the right, Sir David Hay (Administrator of the
Territory and the last Secretary of the Department).

(homosexual and others) in the two countries. All three essays demonstrated a sensitive
awareness of current debate and excellent
language skills.
In 2002 Intermediate students of the
Italian Program wrote essays on a thorny
political and historical topic: Swiss/Europe,
Ticino/Italy, war/neutrality and a border/
non-border: "Canton Ticino in the Second
World War".
The students, who had been studying
Italian cultural history with Ms Speziali
(Italian Lettore), discovered and analysed
the complex Italian/Swiss border history
and were able to link historical events to
present cultural and political attitudes towards the European Union in Ticino, thus
understanding how the past always sheds
light on the present. The following Italian
students received the Swiss Embassy prize
for this year's essay competition: Rebecca
Campbell (first prize), Neville Potter (second prize) and Vivienne Rogis (third prize).
The Swiss Ambassador noted the timeliness
of the topic, since the history of Ticino
during the war explains the ambivalence of
the Ticinesi towards Switzerland's membership of the European Union today.

Professor Simone de Haan will be the
next Director of the School of Music in
the National Institute of the Arts. Prof,
de Haan has for the last seven years been
the Director and Provost of the
Queensland Conservatorium of Music
in Brisbane.

His Canberra appointment culminates
an illustrious career of service to music
performance, education and community
outreach. Simone de Haan began his
professional life as the principal
trombonist in the Western Australian
Symphony Orchestra. Since then he has
played with most of Australia's
orchestras, including two years as
principal trombonist of the Canberra
Symphony Orchestra in 1 9 8 3 - 5 .
Xu-Jia Wang from the Mathematical Sciences Institute at A N U has won the
Australian Mathematical Society Medal.
ANU has dominated nationally in the
number of recipients of this prestigious
award winning nine of the 24 medals
awarded since 1980. Dr Wang, an Australian Research Council Fellow, is the
latest member of this distinguished group
being awarded his medal at the Annual
Meeting of the Australian Mathematical
Society in Newcastle recently.
Four ANU academics have recently been
elected to membership of the Academy
of Social Scences. They are: Prof. Martin
Davies, Professor of Philosophy, Research School of Social Sciences (RSSS);
Prof. Desley Deacon, Professor of Gender History, RSSS; Prof. Christopher
Findlay, Professor of Economics, Asia
Pacific School of Economics and Management; and Prof. Simon Grant,
Professor of Economics, Faculty of Economics and Commerce.
Professor Chennupati Jagadish of the Research School of Physical Sciences and
Engineering and Prof. Alex Zelinsky of
the Research School of Information Sciences and Engineering have been elected
as Fellows of the Australian Academy of
Technological Sciences and Engineering
during its Annual General Meeting in
Sydney last month.
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Courses
The ANU Guide to Continuing
for Summer 2003

Education

courses

12pm
Continuing Education courses for January and
February 2003 (includes Summer School of Art)
www.anu.edu.au/cce
enrolments.cce@anu.edu.au

Summer School
Reasoning Summer

5 DECEMBER

School

9am-5pm
Short courses on aspects of pure and applied logic
taught by experts from Australia and overseas.
Enquiries to Diane Kossatz on 6125 8 6 3 0 or email
l'ss@arp.anu.edu.au
T h e Research School of Information Sciences
and Engineering, Building 115, A N U .
http.7/arp.anu.edu.au/lss

2 DECEMBER
UniSuper Superanuation

Seminar

Seminar

2002 K R Narayanan

Oration

A n n e McNaughton, Law Faculty, A N U
Enquiries to Bronwyn Stuart on 6243 8 5 1 9 or
email bronwyn.stuart@anu.edu.au
Seminar Room D, Coombs Building, Fellows Rd.,
ANU
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/events.html

Kid's Christmas

The Australasian

Society for Psychiatric

Australia

9am-5pm
NIAP, A S A A & F E C C A
T h e aim of the symposium is to review the current
- situation^- ^ nn^wnlin ctf A r i-nx^udies an<i EtKno
Cultural ^communities or A^ian origin and to
develop a partnership for advocacy, networking,
teaching, research and development with the
three key stakeholders Federation of Ethnic
Communities Councils of Australia Inc ( F E C C A )
National Institute for Asia and the Pacific A N U ,
and the Asian Studies Association of Australia
(ASAA).
Fairfax Theatre National Gallery of Australia
http://ni.anu.edu.au/niap

Policy

Research

12.30-2pm
Jenny Koenig ( K C T W M , N T U ) and Jon Altman
(CAEPR)
Timber harvest management for the Aboriginal
Arts Industry in Central Arnhem Land.
C A E P R Seminar Room G 0 5 8 , Ground Floor,
Hanna Neumann Bldg #21
www.anu.edu.au/caepr/

Seminar

ANU's John Curtin School of Medical Research
Neuroscience
Seminar

—

3.45-4.45pm
Prof. Steve Redman, Division of Neuroscience,
- ^ C ^ i 1- 1 Riinnnrrh
^aiClUui DlTTT^ring m nerve terminals
Florey Lecture Theatre, John Curtin School of
Medical Research, A N U Bld#54 Mills Rd, Acton
http://jcsmr.anu.edu.au/whatson.htm

6-8 DECEMBER
Conference
Autobiog-

9am-5pm
Dr Philippa Kelly, U N S W
Enquiries to Leena Messina on 612 54357 or
email leena.messina@anu.edu.au
Old Canberra House, A N U
http://www.anu.edu.au/hrc/activities/index.html

6-15 DECEMBER

in

1230-2pm
Robert O. Watts, Research Director, BHP-Billiton
Enquiries to Vicki Veness on 6125 9883 or email
vicki.veness@anu.edu.au
N G S M Lecture Theatre, Sir Roland Wilson Building (120), McCoy Circuit, A N U Campus
http://ngsm.anu.edu.au/

Seminar
The National Europe Centre in association with the
Regulatory Institutions Network presents
'Gender
and Migration Issues in Contemporary
Europe'
2-3.30pm
Prof. Mirjana Morokvasic-Muller and Professor
Eleonore Kofman
Individual presentations will be presented by:
Prof. Morokvasic-Muller: 'Gender and Diversified Patterns of Migration in Post 1989 Europe',

Events December 2002

Information

Evening for postgraduate

12.30-2.30pm
Have fun with clowns, face painting, merry-goround, jumping castle, barbecue, music, Majura
the magician, and welcome Santa who will arrive
by special delivery with a gift for each child!
Fellows Garden, University House
http://www.anu.edu.au/mac/community/Xmas/
Xmas01.htm

Freshly Squeezed — 2002 School of Art
Students Exhibition

Seminar
The National Europe Seminar in association with the
Embassy of Sweden presents 'Democracy
Goes
Abroad'
3-4.15pm
Prof. Olof Petersson, Professor of Political Science and Research Director, T h e Centre for
Business and Policy Studies, Sweden
Prof. Petersson was Professor of Political Science
at the University of Uppsala, 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 , and Associate Professor of Political Science, University of
Uppsala 1 9 7 8 - 9 6 . He has been Director of the
S N S Democratic Audit of Sweden since 1996. In
1992 he was awarded the Torgny Segerstedt Medal,
University of Uppsala. He has been a member of
TheMorwyKi^ n , • M I n
• • n.
and Management since 1990, a Member of the
Board of the Scandinavian Public Administration Assocation since 1994, and a Member of the
Evaluation Group of T h e Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Bergen, Norway. From
1 9 9 2 - 9 3 Prof. Petersson was a Member of the
Royal Commission on the Reform of the Swedish
Economic and Political System. Globalisation
and Europeanisation need not lead to a weakening of democratic government. Major, though as
yet unexploited, opportunities exist for strengthening the democratic aspects of international
politics. T h e European Convention is an experiment in constitutional engineerin
T h e National Europe Centre, 1 Liversidge Street
http://www.anu.edu.au/NEC/homenec.html

students

5.30-6.30pm

Graduating

10am-5pm
Opening speaker: Margret Kirkwood — Craft
Australia
T h e National Institute of the Arts, School of Art
celebrates the achievements of graduating students with a large-scale school-wide exhibition of
works in ceramics, drawing, digital media, glass,
gold and silversmithing, painting, photomedia,
printmedia, sculpture, textiles and wood. T h e
School of Art Gallery, Foyer Gallery, the Finishing Room and Photospace as well as workshop
spaces throughout the school come together to
present an exciting display of these talented graduates from each of the nine S c h o o l of A r t
Workshops. T h e exhibition incorporates work
from students who graduated at mid-year and at

Seminar
and GeResearch,

lL30am-12.30pm
Edward Bertram (PhD), Immunology, University
of Toronto, Canada
Role of 4 - I B B in Immune Responses: Comparison to O t h e r I n d u c i b l e R e c e p t o r s w h i c h
Co-stimulate T Cells
--Florey-I^ot^M^^^^ • •
T
o^lMedicalResearch^ AKIU Bld#!)4,MiUsRd, Acton
http://jcsmr.anu.edu.au/whatson.htm

18 DECEMBER
Conference
on Bills of Rights

9.30am-5.30pm

Public Lecture

Public Lecture

National Institute for Asia and the Pacific Public
Lecture — Taking to the boats: the prehistory oflndoPacific
colonisation

Prof. Andrew Cockburn
This lecture is based on the work Andrew has
been doing at BoZo, combining long-term field
research with molecular analysis to uncover surprisingly intricate societies in populations of
familiar birds such as Kookaburras, fairy wrens
and choughs. He will then outline how these
societies afford the opportunity to understand the
evolution of complex sociality and how deceptive, social parasites are cashing in on this
complexity. Admission is free and refreshments
will be served.
House of Reps' Alcove, Parliament House
http://ni.anu.edu.au/institute_
news.asp?iid=3&mi=6

9am-6pm
National Library of Australia
A number of high profile speakers will present on
the topic.
Bookings essential. Please R S V P to Nguyet.
Barraclough@anu.edu.au or telephone 6125 4278
Please see website http://www.geocities.com/
australiana2003/index.htm

18-20 FEBRUARY
Conference
The Challenges of Immigration and Integration in the
European union and Australia
9am-5pm
You are invited to this conference presented by
the National Europe Centre and the Australian
Centre for Population Research at A N U and T h e
Multicultural Research Centre at T h e University
of Sydney.
http://www.anu.edu.au/NEC/homenec.html

21-23 FEBRUARY
Conference
National Youth Justice Conference
Justice System Work Better

Making the Youth

Legal A i 3 Queensland
T h e conference theme is "Making the Youth
Justice System Work Better" and will focus on
different issues affecting young people including
education, family, mental health, disability and
drugs. Keynote speakers include: Acting Equal
O p p o r t u n i t i e s C o m m i s s i o n e r ( W A ) Moira
Rayner; Prominent social welfare advocate Reverend T i m Costello; Specialist in restorative
justice. New Zealand Judge Carolyn Henwood;
and Queensland Indigenous Magistrate, Catherine
Pirie.

Visions Theatre, National Museum of Australia
Francesca Klug O B E ; Prof. Penelope Andrews;
Prof. Andrew Byrnes; Rt Hon E.W. Thomas
DCNZM Q C
cipl.law@anu.edu.au

11 DECEMBER
—
in

9am-5.30pm
A C S P R I in association with the Faculties and
RSSS
T h e Summer Program comprises two sets of weeklong courses and one three-day workshop in Social
Research Methods and Research Technology.
Haydon-Allen/Copland/Crisp Precinct
http://acspri.anu.edu.au

As Others See Us: Chinese and Japanese Accounts of
Australia

17 DECEMBER

Perspectives

Social

Seminar

9am-5pm
A C S P R I in association with the Faculties and
RSSS
T h e Summer Program comprises two sets of weeklong courses and one three-day workshop in Social
Research Methods and Research Technology Runs
from 3 February 2003, 9am to 14 February 2003,
5pm Note: Late enrolments will be accepted up to
the start of the Program for courses that are not
yet full.
Haydon-Allen/Copland/Crisp Buildings
http://acspri.anu.edu.au

Special Seminar, Division of Immunology
netics, John Curtin School of Medical
Australian National University

ACSPRI 19th Summer Program 2003 —
Research Methods and Research
Technology

6-7 FEBRUARY

Presentation on programs available for 2003
National Graduate School of Management
http://ngsm.anu.edu.au

Comparative

3-14 F Y 2003
Summer Program

1230-2pm
Frances Peters-Little
Sustainable Higher Education Centres: the
Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning
C A E P R Seminar Room G 0 5 8 , Ground Floor,
Hanna Neumann Bldg #21
www.anu.edu.au/caepr/

Last week for Enrolments in Summer Program —
Social Research Methods and Research
Technology

Party

National Institute of Bioscience Public Lecture
Sex and sedition: evolution of social complexity
Australian birds.
12.30-2pm

Exhibition
Seminar: Innovation management

Research

9am-5pm
Centre for Mental Health Research
National scientific meeting of the Australasian
Society for Psychiatric Research
Manning Clark complex
http://anu.edu.au/aspr/site

The Theory and Practice of Early Modem
raphy (symposium)

Seminar

Policy

Summer Program

9 DECEMBER

Research

Centre for Aboriginal Economic
Seminar 2002 Series 3

16-23 DECEMBER

8 DECEMBER
The Spring-ANU

Seminar

Information Session

Christmas Party

5.15-6.30pm
Prof. Lord Meghnad D E S A I
Democracy and Development: India 1 9 4 7 - 2 0 0 2
Law Lecture Theatre
http://rspas.anu.edu.au/asarc/narayanan.php

Seminar

ANU-

Develop-

Public Lecture

Conference

NGSM/DITR
BHPSilliton

and

12.30pm
Prof. Hannes Gissurarson, Professor of Political
Theory at the University of Iceland
Seminar Room 1, second floor, Crawford Building, A N U

6 DECEMBER

Centre for Aboriginal Economic
Seminars 2002 Series 3

Privatisation

2-3pm

4 DECEMBER
in a Multicultural

Law in an Era of

Conference

12-1.30pm
Frank Scarrabelotti
General membership seminar covering such topics as c o n t r i b u t i o n s post- & pre-tax, new
investment strategies from October 2002, investment performance, retirement & leaving service
options, current super issues
Manning Clarke Theatre 5

Asian Knowledge

7 DECEMBER
Seminar

5-6 DECEMBER

Seminar

the end of the year and features the work of
students who have come to study the visual arts at
the Australian National University from the A C T ,
interstate and overseas. Opening at 6pm, 5 Dec.
C S A Gallery, School of Art
www.anu.edu.au/ITA/CSA/gallery

Contract

APS E M Seminar Series: Globalisation
ment

2-13 DECEMBER 2002
The Logic & Automated

and by Prof. Kofman: 'Gender and International
Skilled Migration in the European Union'. Prof.
Morokvasic-Mueller is a Research Director at the
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique,
Paris, and Prof, at the Universite Paris X, and
Prof. Kofman is Professor of Human Geography at
the Nottingham Trent University, U K .
T h e National Europe Centre, 1 Liversidge Street
http://www.anu.edu.au/NEC/homenec.html

12-2pm
Prof. Atholl Andersen
12 noon for 12.30pm-2.00pm with light refreshments following.
For further information please go to: http://
www.anu.edu.au/mac/community/nipl/
NIAP_Atholl_Anderson.pdf R S V P : National
Museum ph: 6 2 0 8 5021
National Museum
httP://ni.anu.edu.au/niap

Seminar
Commercialising

"Third-best"

Technology

3-4.30pm
Rodger D. Bouette, Director of F T S Technology
Services
Enquiries to Vicki Veness on 0 2 - 6 1 2 5 9883 or
email vicki.veness@anu.edu.au
D I T R Amenities Room, Allara Street, Canberra
City
http://ngsm.anu.edu.au/

http://staff.anu.edu.au/billboard/calendar.asp

^ N i y B OOKS

Food book without
jargon or hype

Wildfire, Fire and Future
Climate

Good Grub: Food for a healthy
people and a healthy planet

T

"^he Nature and Society Forum (NSF)
is a community organisation which
seeks to promote broad understanding and debate in the Australian
community about the interrelationships
between man and nature.
Led and inspired by Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies Emeriti
Stephen Boyden and the ageless Frank
Fenner, NSF is housed at the Weston
campus of the Research School of Biological Sciences of ANU.
The organisation provides a nexus between modern scholarship and modern
living and its members and volunteers are
engaged in efforts to promote community
understanding of a number of the complex issues which shape our lives and our
future.
Food is one such issue and in 2001
NSF held an innovative internet conference on the topic "Food for a healthy
people and a healthy planet" and invited
contributions to this subject from forty
(mainly) Australian writers and researchers.
The conference papers provided a very
broad approach to food, ranging from its
production to its consumption; from the
history of human nutrition to the choices
we now have to make about our own
nutrition; from the impact of food production on the global environment to
issues such as antibiotics in livestock, labelling of GM foods and the theory and
practice of permaculture.
The editor, a physician, who was for
many years head of the ANU health service, has long been an articulate devotee to
the preventive medicine cause.
He describes his new discipline as "external medicine", which is devoted to
"understanding relationships between the
health of humans and the health of their
external environment, both locally and
globally."
Furnass has taken the internet conference papers and edited them for the general
reader into a compact 241 page, highly
readable and thoroughly attractive and
accessible volume.
The contributing authors are a "Who's
Who" of Australian food, including Rose-

Edited by Bryan Furnass

Nature and
Society Forum,
2002.
256pp. $20. (pb).
ISBN: 09585674 2 5
mary Stanton, Basil Hetzel, Mark
Wahlquvist, Helen Scott-Orr and Karen
Cashel to name some of the better known.
What I fmd particularly attractive
about the book is its breadth of focus and
its lack of jargon or nutritional hype.
There is an excellent chapter on the
complex issues surrounding genetic modification and a large section on
sustainability and organic food production.
There are discussions on the way our
lifestyle is changing our eating patterns
and dietary guidelines for the Australian
population as a whole and elderly people
in particular.
This is a book about food for everybody. It could be useful in some tertiary
courses; would make a good basis for
school curricula on the subject and would
also make an excellent Christmas present
for your mum or your cousin.
It is well indexed, has a sensible list of
further reading and a useful glossary.
What is quite extraordinary is the low
price ($20) which is a result of its cottage
industry production. The book deserves a
very wide distribution.

Bacon'n'Eggs, Toast & Coffee

Cafe • Bar

Domestic Service in Australia
B. W. Higman
D O M E S T i C

SERVICE

Cambridge University Press
304pp. $45 (pb),$99
(hb). 2002
ISBN: 0521520754

$5.90

(Breakfast served 8-11 am)
Extensive L u n c h M e n u
Delicious hot soups! Take-away sandwiches

The conservation of Earth's forest ecosystems is one of the
great environmental challenges facing humanity in the 21 st
century. All of Earth's ecosystems now face the spectre of
the accelerated greenhouse effect and rates of change in
climatic regimes that have hitherto been unknown. In
addition, multiple-use forestry — where forests are managed to provide for both a supply of wood and the
conservation of biodiversity — can change the floristic
composition and vegetation structure of forests with significant implications for wildlife habitat.
Wildlife, Fire and Future Climate explores these themes
through a landscape-wide study of refugia and future climate in the tall, wet forests of the Central Highlands of
Victoria. It represents a model case study for the kind of
integrated investigation needed throughout the world in
order to deal with the potential response of terrestrial
ecological systems to global change. The analyses presented
in this book represent one of the few ecosystem studies ever
undertaken that has attempted such a complex synthesis of
fire, wildlife, vegetation and climate.
Brendan Mackey is a Reader in ecology and environmental
science, and Project Manager "Ecosystem Vulnerability to
Change'' in the CRC for Greenhouse Accounting. Janette
Lindesay is a climatologist specialising in climatic variability
and change, and is Education Manager for the CRC for
Greenhouse Accounting. Malcolm Gill is one of Australia j
(and the world's) leading fire ecologists and a Visiting Fellow
at SRES. David Lindenmayer is a Senior Fellow and is an
internationally recognised expert in forest wildlife management.

Visiting Fellow, National Centre for
Epidemiology and Population Health

on or off campus!

l i k e it

CSIRO Publishing
196pp. $80 (pb) 2002
ISBN 0643067566

EMERITUS PROFESSOR B O B DOUGLAS A O

For the BEST BREAKFAST DEAL

as y o u

Brendan Mackeyy David Lindenmayen
Malcolm Gilly Michael McCarthy and
Janette Lindesay

Friday Happy Hour

5.30pm

Free live music from 6pm
featuring hot local acts.
A great way to unwind!

Discounted coffee ALL students
at The Street Theatre, cnr Childers St & University Ave, Canberra City ph.6282 8085

Domestic service was the leading job of women in paid
employment in Australia throughout the nineteenth century and it remained significant down to the middle of the
twentieth. This book offers a comprehensive survey of the
history of the occupation, assessing the extent to which the
structure and character of the private domestic service
changed over the long-term and locating such change in the
context of shifts in the larger matrix of Australian society
and economy. Topics covered include methods of recruitment, the organisation of work, regulation, unionisation
wages and social architecture. The analysis casts fresh light
on Australian class structure and egalitarianism, gender and
race relations, and production and consumption.
Prof. Higman is William Keith Hancock Chair of History and
former Head of the History Program in the Research School of
Social Sciences.

** NOW PLAYING **
Rinsing the Princess 4-7 Dec
An evening of 5 short plays
by local writers

COMING UP THIS MONTH
Fame (G-String Productions)
5-21 Dec
Theatre Bookings
5ex&V/o/ets.com (Shadow House Pits) 11-21 Dec
6247 1223
The Edge — The Street

The Street — theatre as you like it!
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE

GREAT

SHOWS!

Phenomenography comes to ANU
In a landmark event for phenomenographic
research in Australia, ANU hosted an international symposium on "Current Issues in
Phenomenography" in November.
The term, phenomenography, derives from
the Greek 'phainomenon', meaning appearance, and 'graphein', meaning description,
that is, a description of things as they appear.
Drawing on concepts from phenomenology
and gestalt psychology, it provides a method
and epistemology for investigating the range
of qualitatively different ways in which people
experience or understand phenomena in the
world around them.
Originating in Sweden in the 1970s,
phenomenography is achieving growing popularity throughout the world, but particularly
in Australia, Hong Kong and the UK.
"Most phenomenography conferences
are held in Europe," said Gerlese Akerlind,
the Symposium Convener. "This is only the
second time such an event has been held in

Australia — the last, a decade ago."
This is particularly important for research
students who typically cannot afford the regular trips to Europe required to stay abreast of
the field. There was an emphasis in the Symposium on the needs of research students.
"Due to the growing popularity of the
field," Ms Akerlind said, "there are more
research students in Australia interested in
using the approach than there are experienced
phenomenographers to supervise them".
Phenomenographic research has had a dramatic impact on our understanding ofteaching
and learning in universities. It is responsible
for identifying the distinction between 'Deep'
and 'Surface' approaches to learning.
Students taking a surface approach to
learning have the intention of reproducing
material by memorising it, while students
taking a deep approach have the intention
of understanding material by searching for
the underlying meaning in it.

A common focus of phenomenographic
research has been on investigating the different ways in which students understand
key disciplinary concepts, such as the concept of motion in physics or price in
economics.
"This is an invaluable aid to teaching",
Ms Akerlind said, "because it provides teachers with a framework for understanding the
common misunderstandings of students in
their classes, why it is that some students
just don't 'get it', and what is required for
students to develop an appropriate understanding of concepts and issues."
The Symposium was organised by
Gerlese Akerlind and Mandy Lupton from
the ANU's Centre for Educational Development and Academic Methods (CEDAM).
Professor Ference Marton from the University of Gothenburg, the founding father of
phenomenography, gave the opening and
closing addresses at the Symposium.

Furry friends off to school
There have always been possums in the roof at the
University Preschool and Child
Care Centre. The recent repair
and replacement of the roof
robbed them of their cosy corners, so to compensate, a
possum box was installed in a
preschool garden gum tree. The
box was uninhabited for months
until a tenant moved in during
winter this year.
Mrs Possum soon realised
that the children often have afternoon tea outside around 3pm
each day and began making
bag-snatching grabs for the afternoon tea basket when no-one was around.
Staff noticed the possum establishing a routine of coming to the ground around the same
time every afternoon. The regular visits included running with the children and sitting
on the wall waiting for a share ofafternoon tea.
Gradually the friendly possum, children
and staff developed a relationship of trust and
mutual respect and the new preschooler can
occasionally be seen greeting children and
parents as they arrive and leave. A real treat for
the children was one afternoon in September.
The possum came down for afternoon tea and
sat eating an apple; a litde baby possum crawled
out of her pouch and sat on Mother's back

Catofe
at Tbatgmmn
Sunday 8 Dec 7.30-8.30pm
Building 52, Daley Rd, A N U

Burgmann College invites
members and friends of the
ANU to sing carols on the
back lawn of the College
MaSlc by
S i n g A u s t r a l i a Go§p«l S i i i g c r s
Bring your family, a rug, deck chair and a candle!
Christmas supper (coffee/tea & mince pies)
to follow with Santa for the children.

BURGMANN
COLLEGE
The Australian National University

GOLD COIN DONATION TO CHARITY

Excellence in academic writing

watching the preschoolers with wide eyes.
The Infant Possum has setded into the
Preschool group without too muchfiossand it
too can be seen peeping out of Possum Box or
munching on gum leaves. Mother and Infant
Possum continue to spend some daylight
hours playing in the preschool garden and
delighting the children.
In the meantime. Daddy Possum still likes
to snuggle up in the warm roof corner above
the Director's Office and can often be heard
twisting and turning into a comfy position.
Staff at the Preschool feel they are so fortunate
to have shared such a close relationship with
their Possum Pals.

An ANU PhD candidate has won a major
prize in a prestigious national academic
writing competition and two other entries by ANU students have been highly
commended by the panel of distinguished
judges.
The Co-op Bookshop Dialogica
Awards, launched earlier this year, are
open to postgraduates, researchers, academics, teachers and other higher
education professionals from all disciplines Australia-wide.
First prize attracts $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , with second and third prizes of $ 5 0 0 0 and $ 2 0 0 0 .
A special prize of $ 3 0 0 0 is awarded for
the best essay written by a scholar under
30.
The aim of the Dialogica Awards is to
encourage excellence in academic writing
for the general public on topics of community interest, with an emphasis on
clear, concise and elegant communication.
Janet Hope won $ 5 0 0 0 for her essay
entitled "Life, But Not As We Know It:
Complexity and Risk in the Age of Biot e c h n o l o g y " . A former N a t i o n a l
Undergraduate Scholar and winner of the

Blackburn Medal for Research in Law,
Janet holds first-class honours degrees in
Law and Biochemistry/Molecular Biology from the A N U and is currently
enrolled full-time as a PhD candidate in
the Research School of Social Sciences
(RSSS).
Her research examines the feasibility
of translating "open source" style software licensing into the biotechnology
context to improve access to proprietary
research tools.
Two other essays by ANU PhD students were highly commended and have
been published along with the major prizewinners in the higher education newspaper
Campus Review.
Siswo Pramono, a student in the School
of Social Science in the Faculty of Arts,
wrote an essay entitled "Securing the insecure" on Australia's relationship with
Indonesia.
Also a graduate of ANU Law School,
his research examines the international
politics of the international laws of genocide. Mitchell Joe, a student in the RSSS
Philosophy Program, wrote about "The
examined life".

SCREENSOUND AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL SCREEN AND SOUND ARCHIVE

healthy food & great coffee
freshly made rolls &
sandwiches to order
friendly service
tranquil courtyard setting
open December & January
9-4 Mon-Fri I 10-3.30 weekends
phone 6248 2119 for bookings
http://wsvw.anu.edu.au/reporter
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Multinationa
event at JCSMR
The Australian National University's John
Curtin School of Medical Research, together with Canberra representatives of
other countries, hosted an event in October to celebrate the international nature
both of its research and of its staff and
students.
At this multinational evening, science
journalist and long time friend of the
School, Dr Elizabeth Finkel launched the
Alan and Elizabeth Finkel Prize.
Elizabeth Finkel and her husband Dr
Alan Finkel, who has worked at the School,
have generously endowed the prize —
which will be awarded for the first time in
2003 — to reward medical research undertaken in the School that assists
developing countries.

ANU scientist
earns place in
the Sun

From left: Dr Elizabeth Finkel, John Curtin School of Medical Research Director
Professor Judith Whitworth, Professor Philip Board, His Excellency Mr Sawanit
Kongsiri, Ambassador of Thailand.

Temporary wetlands best for frogs

Landholders wishing to conserve frog
populations of southeast Australia need to
do more than just build farm dams, a study
has found.
Donna Hazell, PhD student at the Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies,
has found that frog habitat is decreasing
despite large increases in the number of
ponds in rural areas.
Her study showed that, while the proliferation of farm dams could potentially
provide enormous opportunities for frogs,
they did not necessarily provide sufficient
habitat diversity or quality.
"On first impressions it would appear that
frogs have many places to live with all the dams
popping up around the country, however the
type of environment they provide is not necessarily suitable," Ms Hazell said.
Her work in rural farm areas is different
from many previous studies of frogs that
have focused on "natural" or pristine environments.
She said it was important to study modified environments because the majority of
Australia is privately managed agricultural

http://www.anu.edu.au/reporter

land and no longer pristine.
"It also means that what farmers do to
conserve habitat can make a very large difference to maintaining the country's
biodiversity," Ms Hazell said.
Ms Hazell did a study of farms in the
Southern Tablelands of N S W and found
that widespread gully erosion had destroyed
many natural ponds for frogs.
Some species of frog, however, are thriving in the modern farm environment.
"The spotted marsh frog is very well
suited to farm dams. Like the magpie and
galah it seems to have benefited from the
way the landscape has been changed since
European settlement," Ms Hazell said.
To allow other species of pond-breeding
frogs to survive however, Ms Hazell believes that several different types of
waterbodies are required.
"Landholders who wish to help conserve
frogs could consider building, or conserving
temporary wedands — ones that dry out at
certain times of the year," Ms Hazell said.
She believes it is in their own interest to
help frogs because of the many benefits that
frogs can bring.
"Frogs and tadpoles eat many farm pests
and attract other animals that help maintain
an ecological balance. For example, several
species of birds that eat frogs and tadpoles will
also eat snakes," Ms Hazell said.
"Tadpoles can also remove nutrients
from water systems reducing the likelihood
of toxic algal blooms."
She said farm dams could, in theory,

support as many species of frogs as a natural
pond, however they often don't because
stock stir up the water and trample nearby
vegetation.
"Frogs use vegetation as protection and
need relatively undisturbed water to lay
their eggs in," Ms Hazell said. "The more
cattle that a dam is exposed to, the less likely
it is to provide these conditions".
She also found that the presence of fish
dramatically reduced the number of frog
species using a dam as habitat.
Ms Hazell does not believe it is necessary
to sacrifice yield or dramatically change
farm practices to make a difference.
"Landholders could either choose one
farm dam where their management focus
was frog conservation or they could manage
each of the dams on the property a little bit
differently," Ms Hazell said.
"For example, landholders could select
the dam with the most native tree cover
nearby and only expose this dam to low
levels of stock, or high levels for only short
periods," she said. "Another useful strategy
would be to keep some dams fish free, while
others were stocked with fish. Even just
avoiding spraying or burning the entire
property at the same time, leaving nowhere
for the frogs to escape to, is likely to ensure
greater frog survival."
Ms Hazell has developed a set of management and revegetation recommendations
to help landholders.
She said revegetation guidelines are often developed from bird and mammal
research. Such guidelines are unlikely to
help frogs very much as these animal groups
have very different living needs.

http://cres.anu.edu.au/people/
hazell.html

Donna competed her PhD at theANUin 2001
on frog conservation in agricultural landscapes.
She has been involved in the research and management of legless lizards, long-footed potoroos,
forest owls and several species of frogs. As a
Postdoctoral Fellow at theANUshe isproducing
publications from her PhD andpursuing funds
to undertake research on movementpathways of
frogs and the value of tree plantings as habitat.
Research interests include integration of conservation and production and links between land
and water in land management for wildlife
conservation.

ANU computer scientist Dr Alistair Rendell
has become only the second person in the
world to be recognised by a new global education program run by computer network
provider Sun Microsystems. Dr Rendell has
been awarded the tide of Sun Lecturer, in
recognition of his achievement and global
leadership in research in computational science.
Playing a key role in the ANU Bachelor of
Computational Science undergraduate degree program, Dr Rendell has focused his
research on the development and application
of quantum chemical methods — working
out ways to improve the performance of these
large computer codes so that they can be
applied to the study oflarge molecular systems
such as proteins and enzymes.
ANU Vice-Chancellor Professor Ian
Chubb congratulated Dr Rendell on his award.
"It is excellent to see Alistair being recognised on the global stage and reflects his
achievement in pioneering the efficient use of
supercomputers," Professor Chubb said.
"ANU has a proud history of scientific
computing that was recognised with location
of the Australian Partnership in Advanced
Computing (APAC) National Facility at the
ANU in 2000 — home to Australia's largest
supercomputer operated by the ANU
Supercomputer Facility.
"Alistair's work in developing programming codes which are well suited to the
architecture of an individual supercomputer
is vital in extending the range of medical and
scientific research that is amenable to computation."
Dr Rendell began his role as a Sun Lecturer
recendy at the IEEE SuperComputing 2002
conference in Baltimore, USA, leading an allday workshop on compiler technology and
optimisadon methods. He will serve as a Sun
Lecturer for three years, participating in a
range of events in addition to continuing his
research and teaching at ANU.
"It is great to see the work ofsupercomputer
architects and programmers being recognised,"
Dr Rendell said. "While die public eye is
primarily focused on developments in personal computers, it is really important for
computer science students to be aware of the
importance and potential ofscientific computation, and to understand the rewards of
working with supercomputers."
"By improving the performance of widely
used computational science codes we are ultimately helping to deliver new research across
the sciences."

Geology student to
drill ocean
Geology student Helen Bostock will participate in a leg of the International Ocean
Drilling Program from mid-January to midMarch off the north coast of South America.
Ms Bostock is the first person to be selected
from ANU in about 10 years. The voyage
will be targeting deep sea sediments that
have recorded huge perturbations in the
Carbon cycle during the Cretaceous Period, not unlike the man-made impacts on
carbon cycling that we are experiencing
now and will experience in the near future.
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