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Kookaburra's killer secret is out
B Y JULIAN LEE

Hidden behind the laugh of one of
Australia's best known birds lies a
dark and terrible secret, which has
now been revealed by an ANU postdoctoral student.
In their struggle to survive childhood, nearly all Laughing
Kookaburras have killed or starved a
younger brother or sister before leaving the nest — and this behaviour is
condoned by the parents.
"In one nest we looked at, the
youngest chick was killed by aggression from its siblings. Upon her
retum, the mother picked up the body,
drew back her head and popped it
into her mouth," said Dr Sarah Legge
of the Department of Botany and
Zoology (BoZo).
Dr Legge has been following the
lives, loves and losses of 130 Laughing Kookaburras — the largest and
most raucous kingfisher in the world
— in a study to uncover the reasons
for their seemingly paradoxical behaviour.
Laughing Kookaburras usually
lay three eggs, incubating them as
they are laid so that they hatch at
different times.

Brutal past hidden behind the laugh
The mothers are also able to determine the sex of their offspring and
usually make the first hatched male
and the second female, while the
third is random.
With the difference in hatching
times and sex, the youngest chick
almost always suffers from the rivalry that occurs between its older
siblings.
Nestlings attack siblings using a
hooked beak that is specially adapted
for this purpose.
"Only one other species of bird—
the Blue-throated Bee-eater — has
been found to develop a temporary
beak hook for use in sibling rivalry,"
she said.
Through Dr Legge's research the
reasons for this siblicide are becoming clear and appear to involve food.
"Under some circumstances it
may be wiser to dispatch your siblings to ensure you are well fed and
healthy, than to be selfless and end
up as one of a brood of weedy individuals," Dr Legge said.
The parents appear to agree, do-

Nest nastiness: Chicks' battle for survival takes a deadly turn.

ing nothing to prevent the fighting.
"In times of scarcity the hatching
times, sexes and sizes of the eggs are
laid so as to increase the chances of
fighting.
"For example, the last egg will be
especially small, producing a relatively small chick that can't defend

itself against the onslaught of its
elders. In this case the third egg is
only laid as insurance against the
possibility that either of the first two
eggs fails to hatch," she said.
But the fledglings have a chance
to redeem themselves — once independent they participate in all aspects

of group life from defence to breeding.
Laughing Kookaburras, as well as
other kookaburras, are among only 3
per cent of birds in the world that breed
cooperatively. The fledglings often help
to raise their parents' next offspring.
But extra helpers are not always
of benefit to the parents.
"Ironically, with so many birds
trying to raise a clutch, eggs are more
likely to be dented and broken," said
Dr Legge.
Having survived siblicide it appears paradoxical that young
kookaburras would sacrifice their
own chance to breed by helping relatives, but Dr Legge said it appeared
that in long-lived birds, such as
kookaburras, the need to start breeding early may not be crucial.
"What the 'adolescents' gain from
the experience of raising young and
buying time to look for a suitable
mate, should more than make up for
lost breeding opportunities," she said.
"Kookaburras are extremely complex social animals and during their
lives they will have experienced the
most extreme manifestations of cooperation and conflict."

Ghost town threat
for mining areas
B Y SHELLY S I M O N D S

For most people, the closest they will get to a
ghost town or abandoned mine shafts is seeing
them in the movies but, for an increasing number
of places in Australia, they could become all
too real.
ANU PhD student Michael Pretes, of the
Human Geography Department in the Research
School of Pacific and Asian Studies, has found
that mining communities that don't invest in their
future risk being abandoned.
He has found communities that host mining
operations face the challenge of tuming shortterm royalties into long-term financial resources.
His PhD research compares the effect of mining on indigenous communities in Australia
(Ranger and Tanami/The Granites in the Northem Territory) and Papua New Guinea (Ok Tedi
and Misima), and draws on his previous research
in Canada and Alaska.
Northem Australia and PNG depend on mining and export to sustain their regional economies.
Large-scale mineral projects are likely to come
and go in the future and each new project will
raise questions about how to achieve economic
and social benefits from mineral development.
Mr Pretes is exploring what happens to indigenous people when a mine closes, how financial
windfalls from resources are used to achieve
regional goals and how to improve management
of mining benefits.
"I'll be looking at a mineral project as a finite
resource, asking if it's possible to extend the
community benefits into perpetuity," he said. "In
other words, how do you manage boom and bust
in a resource-dependent community."
Australia has its share of mining ghost towns,
Kiandra in the Snowy Mountains and Rum Jungle in the Northem Territory to name a few. Some
mining boomtowns with historic buildings, such
as Broken Hill and Mount Lyell, have survived as

tourist destinations. However, indigenous communities with newer mines don't have these
options, Mr Pretes said.
Intemationally, trust funds have proven a successful way for indigenous communities to invest
revenues from the sale or taxation of natural
resources, Mr Pretes said. "Trust funds can help
convert afinitemineral resource into a renewable
fiscal resource," he said.
They create savings and ensure that benefits
are spread across generations, Mr Pretes said.
They can also promote investment in local infrastructure, education and employment —
moderating the boom-and-bust economic cycles
that beset mining economies.
The Makivik Corporation, which represents
the Inuit people of Northem Quebec in Canada, is
an example of where indigenous people have
successfully invested a land-claim compensation
payment. Its investment portfolio generates an
income of more than C$15 (A$18.9)million a
year and the corporation's business division operates several companies — all employing Inuit.
The Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation is
even more impressive. The Alaskan government
puts half of its petroleum and mineral royalties
into a trust fund. It now totals more than US$27
(A$51.2) billion and generates an annual income
of US$2.6 billion. About half the earnings are
reinvested and the rest paid out as dividends.
Since 1982, Alaskan residents have received a
yearly dividend cheque, ranging from US$331 to
US$1,540.
"The key to tuming short-term royalties into
long-term investments is advanced planning,
transparency and good management," Mr Pretes
said. As a number of large Northem Territory
mining projects are to close in the next 10 years,
Mr Pretes said creating a tmst fund was something the government and Aboriginal
organisations should consider.

Three-year-old Lucy Coupe of the Acton Early Childhood Centre (AECC) helps decorate
the pihata that will feature in the centre's 25th anniversary celebrations next Wednesday.
Anyone associated with the centre is welcome to attend the celebrations at the Balmain
Crescent centre from 11am. Planned activities include storytelling, songs and an oral
history presentation by staff, parents and children.
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ACT indigenous groups 'no better off'
The city of Canberra is often perceived to be an affluent place with
few Aboriginal health problems but
a study by the ANU's National Centre for Epidemiology and Population
Health (NCEPH) has challenged that
perception. It found the health of the
older indigenous people in the region was as bad as that of indigenous
people in other areas of Australia.
For the study, 100 older indige n o u s p e o p l e in the A C T and
surrounding regions were interviewed over a year about their needs
in residential care, community care
and health services. The ACT Off i c e of t h e
Commonwealth
Department of Health and Aged
C a r e f u n d e d t h e s t u d y by a
Ngunnawal researcher, Roslyn
Brown, and three non-indigenous
researchers, Dr Phyll Dance, Dr
G a b r i e l e B a m m e r and Dr Bev
Sibthorpe, all from NCEPH.
Significant health problems reported by those interviewed included
diabetes (38%), hypertension (30%),
history of heart attacks (21%), high
cholesterol, arthritis and back prob-

lems (17%).
"In general, levels were similar to
those reported in the 1994 National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Survey, except the level of diabetes
was considerably higher in our sample," the report said.
Ms Brown said the older indigenous community members were
keen to have their voices heard.
"We acted as advocates for many
to help them to get medical or physical support," Ms Brown said. "We
found outreach services and information services were desperately
needed for the elderly.
"But the services must be developed with input to ensure they are
consistent with Aboriginal community values. While the quality of
health and aged care was important,
older indigenous people also identified the future of young people,
employment and drug use, as major
problems."
None of the people interviewed
by the researchers said they had a
current need for residential aged care
services, but the requirement for resi-

CHANGE OF PUBLICATION

DATES

Owing to staff restructuring and changes in the academic year, the
ANU Reporter is rescheduling its pubiication dates. As a result,
the edition originally scheduled for 3 November has been cancelled and the next edition will be published on 17 November. The
deadline for editorial contributions and advertising is 8 November.
The last edition for the year will be published on 15 December as
scheduled.
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dential care is expected to change in
the future. The recommendations of
the report included the need for an
outreach service developed with the
indigenous community to visit people in their homes.
The report also recommended the
development of information resources
specifically for older indigenous people to explain what support services
are available.
The report also called for the establishment of an Aged Care Advisory
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ANU 'firsf in E&D course
I am responding to the letter from Dr
Stephen Wall of the Canberra Institute
of Technology, published on Page 2 of
6 October2000issue of ANU Reporter.
Dr Wall claimed it to be incorrect that
the ANU was the first University to
introduce an online training course in
equity and diversity.
He stated that the University College at the Australian Defence Force
Academy (ADFA) had been using such
a package for 18 months and that it was
available to cadets and staff. It is this
statement that is not correct rather than
anything in the original article.
Equity and Diversity staff at University College, which is part of the
University of New South Wales, have
confirmed my understanding that there
is no online training package currently

The next issue of the
ANU Reporter
will be published on
Friday 17 November 2000.

available to staff or civilian students.
The package to which Dr Wall refers
was, in fact, purchased by the Department of Defence and is available only
to second-year cadets enrolled at
ADFA. The ANU was indeed the first
University to purchase and implement
an onUne training program. Since the
interview, however, a number of other
universities, including the University
of New South Wales, have purchased
this interactive, self-paced training program.

Deadline for contributions
is Wednesday 8 November
2000.

Lesley Hayes
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Residence at the National Graduate
School of Management.
A Plan for Growth requirements
document was prepared and was distributed together with a business
planning template. All projects were
then developed in accordance with
those documents.
The projects were costed using
the ANU cost templates, to ensure
that the true costs were captured,
including internal overheads. The
business plans were accompanied by
the cost templates for individual
projects.
The process has been highly iterative and has added considerably
to our corporate capacity. Not only
have some very sound projects
emerged, but many of the participants have commented that they now
feel far more confident in their ability to plan strategically for the future
and to analyse accurately the full
cost inputs and make projected returns for their activities. These are
valuable skills that have been developed through the Plan for Growth
process and are a significant investment in the future of the University.
Each project was carefully analysed against the criteria set and in
some cases areas were asked for further data before the closing date for
submission on 30 September.
The result is a process that has
been highly interactive and subject
to careful analysis and scrutiny.
I am confident that the projects to
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n 13 October, I presented to
Council my Plan for Growth.
This was the culmination of
a process that began in July 1999 and
which has involved the University in
very demanding new procedures.
The process has been an exciting
one, which has had many very productive outcomes.
In July 1999, Council asked me to
develop a Plan for Growth. In December 1999 Council then endorsed
my proposals for the distribution of
the Actuarial Surplus and I advised
Council in July 2000 of my interim
Plan for Growth and of provisional
allocations to projects.
The project proposals followed
an intensive series of workshops
across the University after which I
wrote to Deans, Directors and Heads
of Administrative Divisions setting
out the requirements for bids for Plan
for Growth funding.
When making the provisional allocations, I wrote again to Deans,
Directors and Head of Administrative Divisions and explained that I
would require them to prepare implementation plans for their projects,
complete with timelines and milestones.
A series of business planning
workshops were then conducted and
were attended by the academic and
administrative proponents of the
projects and business managers.
The workshops were led by Hugh
Watson, Distinguished Executive in

Group in the ACT to monitor the needs
and adequacy of existing services.
Prominent Aboriginal Leader and
Democrats Senator Aden Ridgeway
launched the ANU report at the
Wesley Uniting Church in Barton.
"I'm personally delighted to support
this
report
and
its
recommendations," Senator Ridgeway said. "Politics has to better respond to what is happening on the
ground."
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which I
allocated funds are soundly based
and represent a major potential contribution to the self-reliance and
economic health of the University.
This objective is fundamental to our
ability to sustain our commitment to
our mission in a world in which we
cannot rely on a sustained flow of
funds from the public purse.
The Plan for Growth is now available to members of the University
community on the internal Web. It is,
of course, a strategic document and
so access is confined to members of
our own community.
In preparing the final report, I was
grateful for the input that Members
of Council gave in discussing the
interim report in July. The comments
made by Councillors at that meeting
and individually since enabled me to
take in several elements that I believe improved the final document as
a vision for the future.
The Plan for Growth process has
shown that the University can sit
down to address strategic issues and
do so keeping the interests of the
institution as a whole as the first
point on the agenda.
The funding allocations accompanying the Plan for Growth are ones
that will energise significant new
activities. However, the greatest contribution of the Plan for Growth, I
believe, is the cross area-boundary
interactions that it has put in place.

Deane Terrell

ISSN 0727-386X.
Print Post Approved PP 255003/0130

ANU LITERARY S E R I E S

The Australian National University in association with 666 ABC Canberra
invite you to meet

FRANK MOOREHOUSE

one of Australia's greatest writers, and hear him talk about his new book
'Dark Palace', the long-awaited companion volume to the 1993 bestseller,
'Grand Days' at a literary lunch on
Monday 13 November a t l 2 . 3 0 p n i
The Hall, University House
Tickets $ 2 8 for a two-course meal
with wine f r o m A N U Ticketing
telephone 6 2 4 9 5 4 9 1

Supported by the Co-op Bookshop

ANU Kids Christmas Party
Sunday 1 0 December 1 2 . 3 0 p m to 2 . 3 0 p m
Fellows Garden, University House A N U
Featuring a barbecue, entertainment from the
Gecko Gang including face painting, clowns,
juggling elves, jumping castle and a host of other
activities for ANU staff and children.
For further information contact Eliza Waterford
on 6249 4144 or email
eliza.v/aterford@anu.edu.au
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Taliban threatening traditional
folk customs in Afghanistan
The influences of the Taliban and civil
war are threatening to end traditional
folk customs in northeastern Afghanistan, an ANU researcher has found.
Bruce Koepke, a research scholar
in the Centre for Arab and Islamic
Studies at ANU, travelled to the province of Badakhshan in northeastern
Afghanistan in 1998 and 1999.
The Tahban is an ultra-conservative Sunni Islamic religious militia that
emerged in 1994. By 1996, the Taliban
had taken the Afghan capital Kabul
and now controls almost ninety percent of Afghanistan. Badakhshan
Province and other neighbouring regions remain, however, under the rule
of the former Islamic government of
President Burhanuddin Rabbani and
loosely ahgned commanders.
Members of the Taliban are
mostly Afghan and Pakistani religious
students
from
the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border but also
include disillusioned former
mujahideen — Islamic resistance
fighters — from predominantly
Pashtun-inhabited regions in southem Afghanistan.
Mr Koepke's research on local
expressive culture seeks to unravel

the continuing significance of performances such as music, poetry and
dances in Afghanistan.
"During my fieldwork, I examined
public and private artistic performances
as examples of traditional cultural practices in Afghanistan," Mr Koepke said.
"Such performances have a wider political significance within the
contemporary context of imposed censorship by ultra-conservative
religio-political authorities throughout
Afghanistan."
Mr Koepke's thesis explores the
reasons behind this prohibition and
the impact of censorship on the practice of performance.
"This research project provides
an example of contemporary Afghan
culture as experienced during the
current internecine war."
Since the Taliban now rules all
provinces in Afghanistan with the
exception of Badakhshan province,
as well as several neighbouring regions, this fieldwork data is of
historical significance.
Badakhshan is a mountainous area,
without any sealed roads, telephones,
running water, cinema or TV. Its inhabitants are mainly Tajiks, but include

IN BRIEF
Three ANU academics have been selected for ABC Science Media
Fellowships. Dr Prame Chopra, Reader
in Geology, Dr Robin Sim of the Research School of Pacific and Asian
Studies, and Dr Craig Dalton, Research
Fellow in the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health in
1995-97, are in Sydney working with
ABCjoumaUsts. The six-week fellowships are for practising scientists and
engineers to work with ABC science
radio, television and online production
teams. Dr Chopra said that he expects
the firsthand experience of the conditions and constraints ofjoumahsts and
reporters will help him better communicate his science to a general audience.

ANU Postgraduate student Dr Ben
Corry has won first prize for Postgraduate Excellence by the
[oepke
Australian Institute of Physics, and
Horsing around: Buzkashi, a central-Asian horse tournament to celebrate the Carver Prize by the ANU. The
the Persian new year, was one of the festivals Mr Koepke recorded.
awards were for Dr Corry's work
on calcium ion channels, which the
other ethnic groups such as Uzbeks,
During his research Mr Koepke body uses for electrical signalling
Pashtuns and Kirghiz. "As a result of recorded traditional Badakhshi festi- in the body and brain. He has identhe province's geopolitical isolation, vals, such as buzkashi, a Central tified a plausible model for the way
communities are forced to live entirely Asian horse tournament, as well as in which calcium channels are able
self-sufficiendy. Due to recent natural music, poetry and dances. He hopes to rapidly and selectively allow
disasters including earthquakes and that some of these cultural activities calcium and not other ions to pass.
droughts, in addition to ongoing war- may be recorded in an archive for In doing so he also developed betfare, living conditions have further future generations of Afghans.
ter methods that can be used to
deteriorated."
understand how other ion chanJULIA VEITCH
nels operate. Dr Corry's work is of
particular importance because calcium is involved in a number of
vital functions such as muscle conyond protection from the elements.
"Being so dependent on single traction and brain activity.
For example, building codes aim to sources of supply can be dangerous.
reduce the risk of injury through
"The recent crises in the supply The university superannuation funds,
structural failure and public-health of potable water to Sydney and in SS AU and TESS have merged to form
regulations are designed to reduce the failures in the sewage systems UniSuper, the largest superannuation
the risk of disease.
of Melbourne and Adelaide pro- industry fund in Australia, collectively
In the mid-19th century, the de- vide dramatic illustrations of this worth $8.5 billion. The merger of the
velopment of a centralised water point," Prof Troy said.
investments and administration operasupply and sewage system led to a
The distance between cities in tions of SS AU and TESS is expected to
great improvement in people's Australia makes it difficult and ex- happen over the next 12 months.
health.
pensive to connect their urban
Today however, these systems services.
All University six-digit employee
have grown to a point where they
This, combined with interdepend- numbers will be converted to a sevenplace an enormous drain on natural ence of their economies and digit University Identifier (UnilD)
resources and the discharge of sew- privatisation of infrastructure means under the implemetation of the
age threatens water supplies.
that the breakdown of a service in PeopleSoft HR Management Sysone city can have a major damaging tem. The system is expected to be
effect on other cities, he said.
implemented next month and operThis would suggest that govern- ating for the 23 November payday.
ments and officials have to be more The change to employee numbers is
cautious in the planning and man- being made in preparation for the
eventual move to a single indentifier
agement of our cities.
However Prof Troy believes for both staff and students. Under
including, Singapore, Thailand, In- governments and boardrooms are the new system the current UnilD
dia, New Zealand and South Africa embarked on a set of policies that for staff will be changed to have a
to develop science communication will radically change cities and fur- "u" prefix and seven digits in place
ther increase their r e s i d e n t s ' of the current "e" and 6 digits. For
techniques.
example, an account name of the
"ANU is leading the way on the vulnerability.
"There is a drive to increase ur- form el23456will become ul234564.
international science communication
scene, and in part this is what the ban density with the rationale being A Web page <http://esp.anu.edu.au/
award in Cleveland is all about," said to increase efficiency in providing infrastructure/idcheck.asp> is availurban services, reduce environmen- able to staff to allow them to view
Dr Gore.
Dr Gore also founded what has tal pollution and increase choice of their new number.
become The National Science and housing.
"Despite these claims, this The Mt Stromlo Observatory (MSG)
Technology Centre and the Shell
policy has been shown to fail on all Visitors' Centre in the Research School
Questacon Science Circus.
"Questacon is now one of the 25 counts and lead to less livable cit- of Astronomy and Astrophysics has
compiled a list of speakers to give
leading science centres in the world. ies," Prof Troy said.
He said the impetus for these presentations on astronomy research
And the science circus is the largest
and longest lived travelling science policies had come from the greed at clubs, meetings or corporate funcprogram in Australia and travels thou- of entrepreneurs and developers tions. For details, contact Marietta
sands of kilometres each year, even who would not have to bear the McGregor at the MSO Visitors' Centre on 6249 0276.
to the remotest parts of the country," costs of their decisions.
"We have to retain democratic
he said.
Dr Gore is working with CPAS control over the kind and level of Dr Warren Osmond, who recently
on outreach projects for the ANU. In services we want, and the level of resigned as editor of Campus Reparticular, he is looking at ways to security, equity and environmental view, died suddenly in Sydney on 7
take a travelling interactive science impacts, if we do not want to make October. A memorial gathering
exhibition to the rural areas of South our cities more vulnerable," Prof was held at the home of Dr Osmond
Troy said.
and his spouse Juliet, last SaturAfrica in 2001.
JULIAN LEE
day, 14 October.
JULIAN LEE

Poor city design exposing more people to risks
Contrary to what people might expect, living in cities can make them
more vulnerable to the forces of
nature and vagaries of human existence, says an ANU researcher.
"The harm caused by the
Cryptosporidium scare in Sydney,
gas explosions in Melbourne and
power outages in Auckland were
all exacerbated by poor city design
and management," said Professor
Patrick Troy of the Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies
(CRES).
"Even the effects of 'acts of god'
such as the recent earthquakes in

Turkey, Greece and Taiwan or the
floods in Mexico and the tornadoes
in the USA were amplified by human agency."
Prof Troy has been examining
how cities are planned, developed
and administered and whether this
increases the risks residents are subjected to.
"We live in cities for a variety of
reasons but one of the main reasons
other than social interaction is out
of a need for security," he said.
"We were and are a risk-adverse
people."
The need for security goes be-

international award recognises
Gore's work in promoting science
ANU Adjunct Professor, Dr Mike
Gore {right), was last week made a
Fellow of the Association of Science
and Technology Centres (ASTC) at
its annual conference in Cleveland,
Ohio in the United States.
The award was made in recognition of Dr G o r e ' s significant
contributions to the advancement of
public understanding and appreciation of science and technology and to
the science centre field.
This is the highest honour that the
international organisation of science
centres and museums, which is dedicated to public understanding of
science, bestows and Dr Gore said it
was a pleasant surprise.
"I am enormously pleased to have
received this honour and it is a reflection of the collaboration between
The Australian National University
and Questacon — The National Science and Technology Centre," Dr
Gore said.
While at the ANU, Dr Gore has
been involved in several world-class
science education programs.
http://www.anu,edu.au/pad/reporter

He is now based at ANU's National Centre for the Public
Awareness of Science (CPAS), which
recently achieved international recognition when it became a UNESCO
centre for Science Communication
in the Southeast Asia/Pacific region.
CPAS now works extensively
with many neighbouring countries
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Mekong
research
network
numbers
treble
Membership in the Australasian
Mekong Research Network
(AMRN) — a research network
founded at ANU — has continued its spectacular growth in the
last year.
The email network delivers
news and research on the Greater
Mekong river region to academics,
administrators, students, nonprofit groups and journalists
around the world.
Ted Chapman, in the Faculty of
Asian Studies, started the list in
mid-1988 with Bob Stensholt,
former senior officer with AusAid
and now a member for parliament
in Victoria.
The AMRN started the list with
60 members, mostly from
Australian and Asian universities.
Today the network connects about
600 people, including members
from Europe and the United States.
"In fact various people have
pointed out that it's time to rename
it the International Mekong
Research Network," Mr Chapman
said.
The network extends even
further as its notices are often reposted to the members of
non-profit organisations interested
in the region.
These international researchers
are united in their interest in the
Greater Mekong Basin, which
extends from south west China
through to southern Vietnam. The
Basin is an important area of study
because it is a fragile yet populated
environment. The watershed
provides drinking and irrigation
water for millions of people.
Years ago academics depended
heavily on conferences and
publications to share research.
Email has opened up new
possibilities for sharing research
more quickly and frequently than
ever before.
The Research Network is
interdisciplinary, with members
concerned with topics ranging
from ecological conservation in
Vietnam, the politics of water usage
in Thailand, and the rights of
garment workers in Southern
China.
Mr Chapman selects, edits and
distributes MRN messages to
members. He attempts to keep the
network as objective as possible,
which can be difficult as many of
the non-profit groups advocate
specific agendas.
The MRN has also helped link
up Mekong researchers within the
ANU, such as members of the
Integrated Catchment Assessment
and Management Centre at the
Centre for Resource and
Environmental Studies; the
National Thai Studies Centre in
the Faculty of Asian Studies; and
staff in Anthropology in the
Research School of Pacific and
Asian Studies.

Work on Universe earns
award for RSAA Fellow
A Fellow at the Research School of
Astronomy and Astrophysics has received an Australian award recognising
the efforts of young people in physical
science.
Dr Brian Schmidt received the
Malcolm Mcintosh Prize for his
ground-breaking research in astronomy, particularly as leader of an
international team during a five-year
project that produced evidence showing the universe is accelerating as it
expands.
The team measured the rate that the
universe is expanding by comparing
Ught from local galaxies to light that
originated from supemovae — exploded stars—emitted billions of years
ago. They found that the universe seems
to be filled with a previously undetected form of matter that Dr Schmidt
believes might be made up of particles
existing for a short period of time.

These virtual particles, although
insignificant in any one part of the
universe, when added up across the
entire Universe, could form a repulsive
form of energy known as the
Cosmological Constant.
This form of energy was proposed
by Albert Einstein in 1920 to allow for
a non-expanding Universe in his equations of general relativity.
He later called this the greatest mistake of his life, after it was discovered
that the universe is expanding.
Dr Schmidt's teamwork complements the efforts of Professor Dayal
Wickramasinghe of the School of
Mathematical Sciences, on supemovae {ANU Reporter, 18 August 2000).
Dr Schmidt recently spoke at the
"Space Futures 2000" conference held
in Canberra on his research area "Cosmology From Space".
He emphasised that Australia could

be strongly involved in promoting research in this field. For example,
Australia has the capacity to join in the
New Generation Star Telescope
(NGST).
The NGST is a proposed eightmetre telescope to be launched into
space around 2010 to replace the
Hubble Space Telescope.
This telescope will be launched by
NASA, and includes, in addition to the
US, Canada and the European Union
as member countries, with Japan's
membership in negotiation.
Austraha, as the only non-participating astronomy nation, has a chance
to join over the next 18 months.
"We have a lot of talent in the area
and given current exchange rates between Australia and the US, Australia
is a very cheap place to do this research," Dr Schmidt said.
EAMON LINDSAY

New advisory committee for JCSIVIR
The John Curtin School of Medical
Research has appointed a committee
to advise its Director, Professor Judith
Whitworth, on external relations and
to facilitate interactions with the business community and the media on a
nationwide basis.
Those who have generously agreed
to help the School in this way are: Ms
Pru Goward (Commonwealth spokesperson for Sydney 2000 Olympics), Dr
Jane Lomax-Smith (pathologist, exLord Mayor of Adelaide), Dr Brigitte
Smith (Rothschild Bioscience Managers Limited), Ms Helen Williams
(Public Service Commissioner, Commonwealth Government), Sir David
Akers-Jones (Company Director, Hong
Kong), Professor Peter Doherty AO
(Nobel Laureate, alumnus of the
School), Dr Alan Finkel (CEO Axon
Instruments, alumnus of the School),

Mr Peter Gordon (Chief Minister's
Department, ACT Government), Professor Colin Johnson (Baker Medical
Research Institute), The Hon Barry
Jones AO, Mr Denis King (Colorectal
surgeon), Dr Peter O'Loughlin (President-elect, ASMR), Mr Mark
Sinderberry (General Manager, Australian Capital Rugby Union Limited),
Mr David Vos (Pricewaterhouse
Coopers).
Mr Jones and Dr Lomax-Smith
were unable to attend this inaugural
meeting, which was chaired by Professor Whitworth in the John Curtin
School's Faculty Board Room on
Wednesday September 6.
On the same day the Minister for
Health and Aged Care opened new
laboratories for Professor Whitworth
and launched the John Curtin School's
new logo.

Others present at the meeting were
the Deputy Director, Professor Stephen
Redman; Mr Jamie Walls, Melbourne
PubUc Relations counsel, to present
his communications strategy for the
Committee's consideration; Dr Peter
Jeffrey, PubUc Affairs Manager for the
School and Ms Laura Vitler, Personal
Assistant to the Director.
Three of the School's scientists, Dr
Frances Shannon, Dr Simon Easteal
and Professor Chris Goodnow presented outlines of some of the School's
major research directions in the next
few years: Proteomics/Protein Structure and Function, Bioinformatics, and
Genomics, respectively.
The Director and Deputy Director
described the School's research philosophy and funding plans for the
period.
D R PETER JEFFREY
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The JCSMR Strategic Advisory Committee (from left): Pru Goward, Peter O'Loughlin, Stephen Redman, Peter
Doherty, Denis King, Alan Finkel, Judith Whitworth, David Vos, Colin Johnson, Sir David Akers Jones, Peter
Gordon. Absent: Jane Lomax-Smith, Brigitte Smith, Helen Williams, The Hon Barry Jones AO, Mark Sinderberry.

Library changes

The ANU Library is planning
changes to the system of photocopied articles for short loan. Rebecca Pallavicini of the
Library's Electronic Publishing and Marketing Unit said
that, while the system had worked well for years, the
change would provide greater access flexibility for students, and academic staff would be able to send material
to the Library as an email attachment. "There will be no
more missing or mis-shelved photocopies and no more

library fines for the late return of
photocopies," Ms Pallavicini said.
"Access will no longer be limited to two-hour loan periods
or one person at a time. Articles will be accessible 24-hours
a day to ANU users with access to the Library's Web
catalogue." This semester the Library will start to Unk
journal articles held in the reserve collection. By first
semester next year all journal articles and book chapters
recommended for the reserve collection should be available.

EVENTS
Students from the Canberra School
of Art have created temporary works
in the City Walk Sculpture Program.
Currendy on show around the city,
the works include 'Elegant Garbage'
by Megan Munro, 'Circus' by
Sebastion Mclntyre and 'The State
of Snoop' by Noni Nixon. Domain
on the big screen features computer
animation at 8pm and 9.30pm tonight and 27 October at Garema Place
stage.
The Centre for Cross-cultural Research (CCR), the Centre for the
Study of the Chinese Southern
Diaspora (CSCSD) and the Humanities Research Centre (HRC)
will hold the first colloquium dedicated to Aboriginal-Chinese
encounters and their place in the
making of Australia. Lost in the
Whitewash: Aboriginal — Chinese
Encountersfrom Federation to Reconciliation brings together leading
experts in Aboriginal and Chinese
identity, culture and society. The
conference will be held at the Centre for Cross-Cultural Research,
Old Canberra House, ANU, on
Friday 1 December. For more information contact Clare Guenther
on 6249 3105 or see the web site at:
<http ://www.anu.edu.au/culture/
whitewash/>.
Lafin America Alive and the Australian National Centre for Latin
American Studies Project present
Terra Viva — A Night of Latin
American Folkloric Music and
Songs. 'The Cantando Choir' and
'Surcaran' will perform traditional
and contemporary Latin rhythms on
Saturday 21 October 2000, 7.30pm
at The ANU Arts Centre. Tickets are
$24 (general) and $20 (concession).
For bookings call ANU Ticketing on
6249 5491.
The Oriana Chorale, conducted by
Music Director, Richard Mclntyre
GAM, will present Our English
Choral Heritage on Saturday, 25
November at 8pm in The Hall, University
House.
Admission
(including program): Adults $22,
Seniors $20, Pensioners $15, Children $10. Tickets available from
Chorale members or at the door.
Enquiries on 6254 7816.
The Uniting Church of St James in
Curtin invites church fundraising bodies, community (not- for-profit)
organisations and university members
to participate in the St James Spring
Community Markets on Saturday, 28
October. Donations of goods for sale
by St James Congregation willingly
accepted. Applications close on
Wednesday, 25 October. Application
forms available from ph 6288 7747 or
fax 6288 7710.
Indigenous Welfare Economy and
the CDEP Scheme: Autonomy, Dependence, Self-Determination and
Mutual Obligation, organised by the
Centre for Aboriginal Economic
Research Policy, vdll take place from
7-9 November at the Manning Clark
Centre at the ANU. Registrations
for the conference, or for the Centre's 10th Anniversary Dinner to be
held at University House on Wednesday 8 November, can be made by
contacting Will Sanders on62494592
or email: <iwe_cdep.conference@
anu.edu.au>.

SHELLY SIMONDS
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Remorseless exposure of the 'Mother to the World'

A

BY MICHAEL WALTER*

s Derek Freeman remorselessly exposes the frailty of
Margaret Mead's fieldwork,
it is difficult for a reader who is an
anthropologist (like this reviewer)
not to suppress a sharply rising urge
of sympathy for the victim. The person whose reputation Freeman is so
methodically shredding was not at
this time the doyen of American anthropologists she was to become, their
"Mother-Goddess", even, according
to Time in 1969, "Mother to the
World". She was a 23-year-old student on her first field trip; with
minimal instruction in field techniques; subjected to a single and
totally erroneous briefing on what
she was likely to find in the field; and
a desperate desire to fulfil the high
expectations that weighty scholars
back home had of her — though
without any too good an idea of how
she might set about doing so.
The sense of identity at times becomes quite strong. What young
anthropologist in his or her first few
weeks of fieldwork has not experienced that exasperation mounting
sometimes to controlled fury with an
informant who insists on seemingly
contradicting himself every five minutes, or that disorientation of not
knowing precisely where or how to
commence an investigation. Yes, it
all comes easily enough with experience, but at the beginning...!
One debt I owe this book is that
Freeman shows Mead to be so beautifully ordinary as a student newly
arrived in the field. But he also shows
her, and he does this quite intentionally, to be no ordinary personality.
We are accustomed to have in mind's
eye a shortish, squattish, frumpish,
woman in shapeless cloth when we
think of Margaret Mead; but the
young woman of the time Freeman is
dealing with was clearly (as Free-

The Fateful Hoaxing of Margaret Mead:
a Historical Analysis ofHerSamoan

Research

Derek Freeman
Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado, USA, and Cumnor Hill,
Oxford, UK. US$16.00 (Pb)

GREAT MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ETHNOGRAPHIC FIELDWORK
American Samoa 1926

When Margaret Mead is told that the Samoan god of nature is being called Derek
Freeman, she has a premonition that all is not right with her data.

This cartoon by an anonymous artist appeared on the noticeboard at
RSPAS soon after the publication of The Fateful Hoaxing.

man shows) a personality in her own
right, of considerable student academic achievement but also highly
creative in the arts, sparkling company, and sexually very attractive —
to both sexes.
She also had a pronounced loyalty and admiration for her academic
supervisor and intellectual mentor,
Franz Boas. He was the leader and
conscience of American anthropology in the 1920s, when Mead made
her way to Samoa to study the sexual
life of its young women (ostensibly
its adolescents) and provide data for
the endorsement of his extreme environmentalist position which excluded
all biological considerations from the
study of man as a cultural being.

That Mead eventually succeeded
in finding her way (and Freeman
would put that possessive adjective
in inverted commas) and satisfying
Boas was well indicated by the latter' s abrupt change in form of address
in his reply to Mead's letter carrying
this good news, dispensing with the
hitherto paternal "My dear Margaret"
for the exotic "My dear Flower of
Heaven" (translation of the Samoan
title of ceremonial virgin given to
Mead). Hardly the reaction, as Freeman goes on to show, of a supervisor
ready to cast a critical eye over his
student's report.
Freeman's book — which incorporates the new and startling evidence
given on oath by Mead's key inform-

W H O WROTE IT?
Brought to you by U N I V E R S I T Y
I could see a world of frescos and murals surrounded us. Their colours
deep and vibrant above the dancing flame, and gradually the theme
and content beside us became clear. It was the terrible 'Triumph of
Death' by Breughel painted on such as massive scale that all the
multitude of ghastly figures towered over us in the gloom, those
ruthless skeletons ferrying the helpless dead in a fetid moat or pulling
a cart of human skulls, beheading an outstretched corpse or hanging
humans from the gallows. A bell tolled over the endless hell of
scorched and smoking land, towards which great armies of men came
with the hideous, mindless march of soldiers to a massacre... So vivid,
so perfect was it, I shuddered... The candle rose. And horrors rose all
around me: the dumbly passive and degraded damned of Bosch, the
bloated, coffined, corpses of Triani, the monstrous horsemen of
Durer, and blown out of all endurable scale a promenade of medieval
woodcut, emblem, and engraving. The very ceiling writhed with
skeletons and moldering dead, with demons and the instruments of
pain, as if this were a cathedral of death itself.
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Club Lunch $21.50
includes
Soup
Main Course (a daily special)
Glass o f W i n e
Tea or Coffee

CELLAR CAFE
Reasonably priced lunch and dinner,
5 days a week.

The Who Wrote It? of 15 September was won by James Greenbaum of
RSPAS. The text was from Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov.

Happy H o u r
every Thursday from 4 to 6pnn

QUESTION SETTER

UNIVERSITY

HOUSE

I Balmain Crescent, Building I on the A N U Campus
Tel:6249 5 2 l l Fax: 6249 5252
Email: accommodation.unihouse@anu.edu.au
Web:
www.anu.edu.au/unihouse

founded on the wealth of archival
material he has harvested with such
energy and success.
Yet, if it is the readability rather
than the scholarship that attracts you
— and the attractions and enigma of
the central character, Margaret Mead,
beckon — then let me advise a preliminary purchase. Even if you were
able to see Heretic performed, the
dramatisation of Freeman's life and
beliefs, get hold of David
Williamson's play and read it before
turning to Fateful Hoaxing.
The play is about Freeman of
course, but, whether he likes it or not,
he and Mead are going to go spinning
down in history like twin stars lighting up a dark void. In Mead, Freeman
found a platform from which to
spread the Word — not unlike Boas
when you think about it. And in the
play, the powers of perception and
dramatisation of Williamson permit
a lot more to be expressed and suggested about Mead that adds a good
deal to a dimension in Freeman's
work (for which the scholarly context of this book and perhaps an
old-fashioned gentlemanly nature of
Freeman, though providing the scope,
allow no delivery).
* Michael Walter was recently a
Visiting Research Fellow to Anthropology Dept in RSPAS. He was a
Doctoral student in Anthropology at
(then) RSPacS from 1967-71. His
first fieldwork was on the island of
Vanua Balavu, Fiji.

across opens at CSA

BOFFINS

The first entry to identify the above piece and its author, drawn
after the close of entries on Wednesday 8 November, will receive
a $30 voucher from University House. Entries should be emailed
or sent to the Editor (see page 2 for contact details).
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ant who unknown to everyone was
still alive and well (and compos mentis) 60 years later—is a tour de force
in the research, assembly and recounting of the facts that destroy in
turn the bases of Mead's great popscience bestseller. Coming of Age in
Samoa, and Boas's environmental
ideology.
The book is, apart from its widely
acclaimed scholarly merits, also high
entertainment, reading at times as
much in the mode of a serious detective novel as in that of the serious and
sustained piece of scholarship Freeman intended it to be.
If at times the reader reacts to the
sheer relentlessness of what Freeman is doing, it is as well to bear in
mind that this is not an ad hominem
attack, but the elimination of a sys.tem of belief and set of ideals that
Freeman has long held, with a rapidly increasing company of scholars
of world repute, as pernicious and
obstructive to the free growth of a
science of man.
If one considers the manner in
which Freeman, himself, was bullied
and mauled by the American anthropological establishment in the 1980s
in reaction to his earlier study on
Margaret Mead and Samoa (1982)
(always in his absence, it should be
noted, Derek Freeman being a hard
person to bully when he is actually
around), then the treatment he metes
out himself seems fair and restrained
in comparison, and it is always

Peter Nabarlambarl, Sugarbag Spirit, seriograph, 46.0 x 38.0 cm, Courtesy
the artist and Injalak, Gunbalanya, NT.

The Canberra School of Art is holding an exhibition of indigenous art
and culture entitled across until 4
November.
Dr Gordon Briscoe from the History program in the Research School
of Social Sciences officially opened
the exhibition last Thursday. Speakers at the opening included guest
curator, Doreen Mellor; co-editor of
the Oxford Companion to Aboriginal Art and Culture, Margo Neale,
and Ngunnawal Aboriginal Land
Council chairperson, Matilda House,
who formerly welcomed guests.
The exhibition features works by

Bangarra Dance Theatre, Brook
Andrew, Michael Anning, Julie
Dowling, Lola Greeno, Ellen Jose,
Kitty Kantilla, Peter Nabarlambarl,
Kathleen Petyarre, Deb Priard, Ginger Riley, Darren Siwes and artists
from the Magkaja Arts Resource
Centre in Western Australia. The exhibition also includes a program of
indigenous film and readings from
Benang by novelist Kim Scott.
across is a CSA national touring
exhibition timed to coincide with the
publication of the Oxford Companion to Aboriginal Art and Culture. It
will tour Australia during 2001-02.
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Olympics provided a big thrill for ANU volunteer
When Simon Bain from the John
Curtin School of Medical Research's
Animal Services Division joined the
team of Sydney 2000 volunteers, he
was expecting his Olympic experience to be a thrilling one.
Dr Bain, who worked as a volunteer in the equestrian events at
Horsely Park, had previously travelled to international competition
with the Australian equestrian endurance team.
But that experience did not prepare him for the thrill of being
involved in a "home" games.
"It has to be one of the most satisfying and stimulating things that I
have ever done," Dr Bain said on his
return.
"I have been involved with horses
for the last 25 years competitively
and there was a call for volunteers.
My initial thoughts were to do one of
the veterinary jobs and I'd been accredited internationally throughout
the 1980s but let it lapse in the 1990s
and then they had a training course
here in September but I was away
overseas so I missed it.
"Then I had a ring from the Sydney Olympics equestrian administrators to see if I wanted to work on
a team mainly to do with looking
after the riders' needs in the training
areas.
"I've been involved in equestrian
events in a pretty big way since about

Photo: Karen Edwards, JCSMR Photography

tive attitude of the athletes themselves and respective national team
officials; emotions evoked at the level
of performance; the efficiency of the
whole equestrian operation and the
positive way Australian spectators
applauded and lauded competitors of
all nationalities.
Dr Bain said he was also personally impressed by many of his fellow
volunteers.
"Quite a bit has been said about
volunteers but in my case it was
easy and a labour of love. I really
take my hat off to those involved in
such areas as spectator services and
security, where they often didn't
get to see any sport at all and yet
w e r e a l w a y s so h e l p f u l and
friendly."
SEAN DALY

Riding high: Olympic equestrian volunteer, Dr Simon Bain.
1971.1 rode in the Olympic eventing
trials here in Australia in 1980 and
'84 but didn't really get close to
selection and I've been a New South
Wales representative. And then in
1988 I went to the World Endurance
Championships, which is a horse
long-distance event, as the Australian team vet and reserve rider.
"The team came fourth and you
suddenly realise how big a thing international sport really is."
His Sydney Games duties involved working closely with Olympic

riders from all nations.
"The job amounted to the equestrian equivalent of athlete support
services and the job description included the maintenance of showjump
training arenas, erection and dismantling of t r a i n i n g j u m p s and
maintenance of dressage arena surfaces, providing pretty well anything
riders needed during training sessions — and the all important
observation of ongoing quarantine
requirements.
"It was a wonderful opportunity

National Museum director features
in Women of Influence lectures
Two Women of Influence Lectures,
organised by the Equity and Diversity Unit, were held on the University
campus over the past few weeks.
"Create opportunities and take
them when they arise" was the message of the first lecture, presented by
Dawn Casey, Director of the National Museum of Australia.
Ms Casey recounted incidents
from her childhood in Cairns, noting
that at school she was steered away
from studying languages and told to
take domestic science.
"This reflected the perceptions of
the time about me being Aboriginal
and female," she said. Ms Casey also
recounted how her father was taken
from his family due to his mixed
ancestry. One of the outcomes of that
separation was that he could not get
a pension on retirement. "He never
had a birth certificate and the government services didn't help him,"
she said.
From experiences such as these
Ms Casey became committed to
achieving changes to policy and later
realised that it was easier to achieve
this from within government, particularly
Commonwealth
government.
"I saw that we were appointing
the wrong people to deal with Aboriginal people and issues and this had
an effect on their progress in all sorts
of systems," she said. With this understanding Ms Casey went on to
become involved in policy making at
both the State and Federal levels.
When it became evident that
policy areas were often at the mercy
of budgetary areas and that this affected the pace of change, she set
about learning how to manage both
budgets and people.
Ms Casey identified skills re-

to see the world's best horse/rider
combinations in training.
"Within the jumping training
arena it was usually a particular nation's team at one time, whereas with
the dressage training it was usually
restricted to the horse and rider, the
national trainer, the groom and myself. As a dressage competitor I
regarded it as a once in a lifetime
opportunity to see how it's done at
the top.
Dr Bain said that experience was
one he would recall for a long time.
"The whole experience personally resulted in a euphoric feeling
that continues through today (some
two weeks after the event).
"This resulted from working with
elite human and equine athletes on a
daily basis; the friendliness and posi-

quired in these two areas as enabling
her to do any job and commented that
her current role was demanding all
her skills. The National Museum of
Australia's budget is about $150
million and, "while it normally takes
10 years to build this kind of public
asset, the museum will come in on
target financially and will have taken
only four years to build. We're on
time and on budget and that's because we are all working under a
system of unanimous agreement
about any changes.
"We turned an initial $14 million
into a $150 million pledge by packaging it the right way — and this
museum will be world class," Ms
Casey said.
She concluded by stating the museum was for all Australians. "It will
celebrate our history, both the good
and the not so glorious aspects. It
will be an exciting place to visit."
The National Museum of Australia, on Acton peninsula, is due to
open on 11 March 2001.
The second lecture, combining
with the Clare Burton lecture, was a
hard-hitting presentation by Dr
Jocelynne Scutt, Tasmanian AntiDiscrimination Commissioner and
author of the forthcoming book Wage
Rage.
Dr Scutt attacked the assumption
that Australian women had achieved
equal pay arguing that, in the new
millennium, women needed to make
a reassessment of where they stood
in the equal pay stakes. "Are our
careers, and our career chances, equal
to those of our male counterparts?"
she asked.
Dr Scutt said that — whereas in
the past women were kept out of
men's jobs, trades and professions
by explicit or implicit rules — today
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the barriers were more subtle but,
perhaps ironically, also more brutal.
"Bullying, sexual harassment,
sexist harassment militate against
women getting to 'first base' - to the
full complement of benefits, power,
prestige and status accorded to the
men who continue to occupy the jobs
at the highest levels. At the 'lowest'
levels, women are expected to perform 'like a man' and, when they do,
are subjected to vilification and pressure to conform to a different norm,"
she said.
There are wins through discrimination boards and tribunals, and
through the courts. "Women struggle against the 'war of attrition that is
imposed upon those who stand out
against the system or stand up to
people in power who have exploited
their positions or failed to make those
who do exploit them accountable for
their conduct," Dr Scutt said.
She noted that women could now
be represented by women in tribunals, industrial commissions, courts
and other forums. Women were more
and more prominent in trade unions
- both on the ground and in the upper
hierarchy. "Yet, still women have
not gained full credence and full acknowledgement in a system where
work value is measured by male
dominated industrial commissions,"
she said. "And those who sit on the
commissions continue to have difficulty in evaluating the work of
workers who cannot emulate 'the
norm' - for the norm remains determined along sex/gender lines and is
not female, but male."
Copies of Dr Scutt's paper are
available from the Equity and Diversity Unit.
Robin Austin and Lesley Hayes
Equity and Diversity Unit

CSA team proves
the best of the bores
ANU academics proved once again
that they could be as boring as the best
(or worst) of them at a Most Boring
Lecture competition held this month.
The competition was organised
by Community Aid Abroad's Work
for Change group and attracted an
audience of about 230 people prepared to be bored senseless.
The contest was adjudicated by
Justice Michael Kirby, Kim Meredith
and Alba Brockie, with ANU Chancellor, Professor Peter Baume, as
relief judge in case Justice Kirby fell
asleep or couldn't stand any more
and had to leave.
Master of Ceremonies for the
evening, Michael Smitheram, introduced Justice Kirby with memorable
biographical touches such as "He
was 35", and, "His favourite colour
is blue", which gave the audience the
feeling they had much in common
with the special guest speaker. Justice Kirby then gave an insightful
and far from dull analysis of key
aspects of being boring.
It was, however, the launch of the
Briefing Pack for Boring Presenters
written by David Lucas, Chris
McMurray and Marian May from the
Research School of Social Sciences
(RSSS), which set the standard for
the night. Pointers featuring inflated
rubber gloves wobbled around overhead transparencies with formulae,
dense charts of figures, or Chinese
proverbs without translation.
However, the general hilarity did
not obscure their central and ultimately
serious thesis:
that

communicating is a skill requiring
much thought and sensitivity to be
effective. The book can be obtained
from Dr. David Lucas (Demography, RSSS) by paying a donation to
Community Aid Abroad.
The ANU, an evident Centre of
Excellence in Boring, fielded four
teams — f r o m Psychology, the
School of Music and two John Curtin
School of Medical Research divisions. O t h e r t e a m s w e r e f r o m
Environment Australia, the Twilight
Toastmasters and Australian Rostrum. The themes for the night varied
from medicine to music to economic
rationalism, and it was clear that the
presenters had gone to considerable
trouble with props and teamwork.
Sadly, no-one had used PowerPoint.
The audience entered into the spirit
of things by often providing their
own entertainment—dancing, reading newspapers, and singing the
national anthem.
Justice Kirby (who did in fact stay
awake until the end), judged the
School of Music's team of Gary
France and Jonathan Powles the winner. Their potentially much too
interesting topic was "To the beat of
a different drum: Subversive sexualities in the t i m p a n i part of
Beethoven's Symphony No.3 in E
Flat (Eroica)".
Organisers are hoping that the
competition will be held again to
provide the opportunity for ANU
professionals to generously support
CAA by doing what they do so well.
JULIA VEITCH

representing academic & general staff
Union members have protected and
improved your wages and
working conditions
Do your bit
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Focus ON...

INDONESIA UPDATE

2000

Contemporary Indonesia in an liistorical perspective
BY JAMIE MACKIE AND CHRIS MANNING*

T

he annual Indonesian Update
conference on 6 - 7 October,
now in its 18th year, attracted
more than 300 participants from
throughout Austraha and abroad, many
of them from Indonesia. Organised by
the Indonesia Project, Research School
of Pacific and Asian Studies (RSPAS),
and coordinated by Dr Bob Lowry
from the University of Canberra, it
featured 21 speakers from various parts
of Australia and Indonesia on a wide
range of unusually lively topics.
The Update was held at a time when
the Indonesian President, now one year
in office, was still struggling to cement
his position and social conflict continued to be reported in various regions.
At the same time, paradoxically, some
good economic news was at last beginning to filter through.
The Update opened as usual with
authoritative surveys of recent political and economic developments, which
were followed by three thought-provoking panels on the millennium-year
theme of Indonesia's 20th-century history and trends extending into the future.
In his opening address, the eminent
historian. Emeritus Professor John
Legge, of Monash University, pointed
out that many apparently contradictory but ultimately reconcilable
versions of Indonesia's political, economic and social history had been put
forward — not just of the last 55 years
since independence but of more than a
thousand! Along with some of the big
themes (regionalism versus centrahsm,
Islam as against Javanese syncretic
traditions, and the major ideological
struggles, frequently violent, between
the left and right), he pointed out that
economic progress has also been punctuated by great turbulence and recurrent
violence in the political and social hfe
of Indonesia over the past century. The
big question, on which Legge would
not be drawn, was will these cycles
continue into the next century?
Prof Legge's speech reminded the
audience that the often seemingly optimistic assessments of economists and
economic historians did not necessarily have to be at odds with less than
sanguine appraisal of other social scientists, particularly in the evaluation of
the pros and cons of President
Soeharto's 30-year rule. Whereas
economists at the conference tended to
stress Soeharto's achievements in terms
of material improvement and welfare,
other social scientists highlighted the
stifling of democracy and perversion
of governmental institutions by an increasingly authoritarian, corrupt regime
and first family.
Contemporary political developments inevitably aroused great interest

in the light of President Abdurrachman
Wahid's ('Gus Dur') roller-coaster ride
since he took office in a surprise election result in the National Assembly in
October 1999. After all the earher euphoria over the fall of Soeharto, political
commentators have proved to be surprisingly pessimistic about the future,
in contrast to the optimism of the economists. Marcus Mietzner, from Political
and Social Change, RSPAS, chronicled the many challenges still facing
the Wahid Presidency: his failure to
ensure civihan control over the army,
regional unrest and social violence in
Ambon in the Moluccas, continuing
demands for independence from Papua
and Aceh, and the failure of constitutional and legal reform to match the
poUtical progress achieved since the
downfall of Soeharto. Gus Dur survived threats of impeachment by the
National Assembly in August 2000 by
agreeing to share executive power with
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Vice President Megawati and revamping an ineffective cabinet. But the need
to fight for personal survival has taken
precedence over long term reform of
institutions that were so sorely inhibited and perverted under Soeharto's
long rule.
In contrast, the current prospects
for the economy seemed to be unexpectedly rosy, according to Kelly Bird,
an ANU graduate now working in Jakarta. After taking a nose dive in 1998
and stagnating in 1999, the economy is
showing many signs of recovery in
2000. Poverty seems to be dechning
and employment increasing again. Figures were presented to show the
impressive growth in a diverse range
of exports of manufactured goods, of
imports and even of new investment in
Indonesia, although the latter still lags
behind other indicators. Perhaps business people are already becoming
immune in the face of the constant

spectre of political instability. The figures suggest that many of them are
getting back to the job regardless of
Jakarta's political uncertainty or turbulence in some regions, as they have
in other countries like Thailand in recent years.
The themes mentioned by Legge
were taken up, along with many others,
in the three sessions dealing with political history and leadership, economic
history and social history organised by
Profs Robert Elson (Griffith), Howard
Dick (Melbourne) and Robert Cribb
(Queensland) respectively. In the session on political history, the big themes
were leadership styles and issues of
substance ( ' m i d d l e w a y ' versus
'strong' leadership), waves of conservatism in Indonesian political hfe
and the persistence of integralist or
corporatist thinking from colonial times
into the latter part of the 20th century.
One aspect of that conservative trend
has been the zig-zag pattern of rise and
decline in power and influence of the
mihtary, well depicted by Atmadji
Sumarkidjo, ajoumalist from the popular Jakarta newspaper,
Suara
Pembaruan.

Speakers also touched on the fledgling role of parties and parliaments in
both the 1950s and 1990s as new forms
of democracy emerged, on the Soeharto
regime as an 'aberration' in Indonesian history and, finally, on the role of
the Left both historically and in more
modem times (the latter discussed by
Indonesia's well-known social commentator, Goenawan Mohamad).
The account of Indonesia's recent
economic history was marked by a
masterly paper by Dr Pierre van der
Eng (ANU) which highlighted Indonesia's remarkable economic advance
during both the late Dutch colonial and
the Soeharto eras, as seen in a comparative perspective. The renowned
Indonesian economic historian, Dr
Thee Kian Wie, agreed with his assessment of the gains in material progress,
but emphasised that the social costs
and insecurity endured by many people during the Soeharto period must
also be taken into account, a view
supported by other speakers who drew
Photos: Coombs Photography
attention to institutional shortcomings
and further 'zig-zags', this time in cenTop: Eminent Jakarta economist Dr
Thee Kian Wie reflected on the eco- tre-periphery relations within the
nomic and social legacies of the archipelago. However, surprisingly, the
two most contentious regional
Soeharto government.
Above: Emeritus Professor John troublespots these days, Aceh and West
Legge, who gave the opening address, Papua, received less attention than
might have been expected.
talks to Dr Sharon Bessell, co-convener of next year's Update, and Dr
The social history session dealt with
David Bourchier, University of Western a wide range of topics from views
Australia, who spoke on political ideol- about the future in earlier Indonesian
ogy
thought, to the prospects for various
Left: Well-known Journalist, publisher strands of Islam, and trends in gender
and social commentator, Goenawan relations. Perhaps the strongest message to emerge was the seemingly
Mohamad, whose magazine Tempo
was banned by the Soeharto regime, inexplicable juxtaposition of periods
spoke on the historical role of the Left: and elements of extraordinary social

FIRST FLOOR, UNION BUILDING
UNIVERSITY AVE, ACTON ACT 2601
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FAX: 02 6262 9796

10% DISCOUNT
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Atmadji Sumarkidjo of the Jakarta daily newspaper Suara Pembaruan answers
a question about the Indonesian military during the Update.
http://www.anu.edu.au/pad/reporter

tolerance and mutual understanding in
such a diverse polity (between Islam
and Christian, and among diverse regions and cultures) alongside episodes
of fierce conflict, violence and tension.
Much progress has been made in some
aspects of social life, such as female
education, discussed by Prof Susan
Blapkbum (Monash). Yet, she also
pointed out that women still face major
challenges of discrimination in the
workplace, as well as in relation to
positions in pubhc life.
An account of the current state of
the judiciary, pohce and law-enforcement apparatus by Professor Tim
Lindsey, of the Asia Law Centre at the
University of Melbourne, proved to be
one of the most depressing ghmpses of
contemporary Indonesia. Here there
seems to be little prospect of any simple or straightforward remedy. Under
Soeharto's rule, Lindsey argued, the
judges and the legal system had been
subverted by inadequate pay and dependence on bribes, to such a degree
that even the judicial reforms of the last
two years have achieved little, and talk
of replacing the more corrupt judges
on the Supreme Court now seems hopeless.
Worse, still, much of the state apparatus has evolved into a fundamentally
criminal entity. Growing out of the
previous regime (although less centrally directed), it relies on territoriaUsed
networks, of petty standover criminals
ipreman) who used systematic terror
and intimidation to extort the funds
which sustained the corrupt crony capitalism of the regime. This system
operates outside the law and the formal
structures of the state, but inevitably
has subverted the integrity of the latter
in many ways. While the post-Soeharto
govemments of Habibie and Gus Dur
have been able to close down some of
the worst rackets, they have failed to
achieve any real change in the legalcum-criminal environment. Many of
the gangs have simply gone private
and are now operating as enemies of
the current government — Tommy
Soeharto, the ex-President's son is one
of the most prominent examples. The
prospects of improvement over the
decade(s) ahead are not promising.
The last and most challenging session of the Update, with a direct bearing
on the future, was Robert Cribb's discussion of Indonesia as an empire,
characterised as 'an imperial identity
separate from that of the dominant
[Javanese] group', rather than in terms
of the simplistic, hackneyed notion of
'Javanese dominance' of the Outer Islands. While it is often assumed that
the main source of Indonesia's vulnerability is the centrifugal inclinations of
the outer regions, Cribb speculated that
it may be Java and the Javanese who
might one day conclude that the empire is simply too costly an experiment
for them. They might simply prefer to
go it alone. An independent Java might
feel it could be as successful as Taiwan
or Thailand has become in recent years.
It is an intriguing and highly controversial notion, but one that deserves serious
consideration.
Full versions of these papers will
become available when the Indonesia
Assessment volume based on the Update is pubhshed jointly by ANU and
the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore early in 2001.
Jamie Mackie is an Emeritus Professor and Chris Manning is Head of
the Indonesia Project in the Division
of Economics, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies and APSEM.
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Driving passion for issues of cultural identity

R

ecent appointee to the Research School of Social Scie n c e ' s Law Program, Dr
Larissa Behrendt, has broken a lot of
new ground — geographically, intellectually and culturally.
Dr Behrendt, who was born in
Cooma and earned her law degree
from the University of New South
W a l e s ( U N S W ) , was the f i r s t
Aboriginal Australian to attend the
law School at Harvard, where she
obtained a doctorate. Her family
history however is not academic.
Although her father, Paul Behrendt,
became the Director of the Aboriginal
Research and Resource Centre at the
UNSW he did not have any formal
tertiary qualifications. He was,
however, a strong a d v o c a t e of
education for and about Aboriginal
people because of his own experience
in seeking out information on his
Aboriginal mother and her family.
Dr Behrendt has inherited her
father's commitment to and passion
for cultural identity issues. A book,
The role of indigenous rights in
Australia's
democratic
future,
developed from her doctoral work at
Harvard, is being published by
Federation Press. In it, she describes a
theory of institutional change to show
how Aboriginal people's claims can be
met, and how improvement of legal
and political institutions can be effected.
"I look at the claims Aboriginal
people make, beginning with their
d e s i r e f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of p a s t
injustice, and wanting not to be

Julia Veitch talks to Dr Larissa Behrendt, the first Aboriginal Australian to attend Law at Harvard,who recently
joined the Law Program in the Research School of Social Sciences and continues to break new ground.
discriminated against, through to
native title and r e c o g n i t i o n of
customary law," Dr Behrendt said.
"And I attempt to identify what is
needed — legally, politically — to
make the claims a reality, and what is
wrong with a legal system in which
people still feel discriminated against.
"What became apparent to me
during the research is lack of
u n d e r s t a n d i n g in the b r o a d e r
community of the issues, and lack of
political will to redress them.
" T h e r e is w h a t I call a
psychological terra nullius, a mindset encouraged, even created, by
images of popular culture of the
colonising and mastering of an empty
land. I look at how imagery is
employed in debates on rights and
native title, because it reflects
unquestioned assumptions.
"For instance, John Herron is
quoted as saying that he couldn't
imagine the Australia he loved
without the farmers," Dr Behrendt
said. "I think that failure to imagine
indigenous people as part of the
nation translates into an inability to
improve the situation. If you don't
have a vision of inclusiveness, you
c a n ' t a c h i e v e the i n s t i t u t i o n a l
changes that will begin to include
indigenous peoples and perspectives
in Australian society.
"Stereotypes about indigenous
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The FREE classified ads that appear here
are downloaded from the ANU's staff
Web site, The Nugget: <www.anu.edu.aii/
pad/nugget>. Only ads submitted to The
Nugget will be published here — no other
submissions will be accepted by The Repor/e)-. If space is limited, preference will
be given on a "first in" basis.
FOR SALE

3 SEATER LOUNGE+2 recliners, light grey, $400;
contact Alex on 6249 2621 work or 6294 0224 home.
AIR WALKER EXERCISE MACHINE, $100;
contact Ted Young on 62660752 work or 62380204
home.
ARMCHAIRS, 2 in good cond., $40 ea.; contact
David Wong on 6249 4032 work or 6257 9630 home.
BICYCLE: Hillman's men's racer, 10 gears, excellent condition, $70; contact Siggi on 62492647 work
or 62815770 home.
CD TOWER: pine, unused, holds 44 CDs; new $40,
$25; contact Siggi on 62492647 work or 62815770
home.
CENTURY CARSEAT. Newborn to appox. 4 years.
Good condition., $70; contact Naomi on 0414 605 894
work or 02 62848470 home.
DESK LAMP: blue, halogen bulb, unused, owner
goin overseas; new $35, $20; contact Siggi on
62492647 work or 62815770 home.
FORD 1997 - Gas Powered Ute - air con & cruise,
$14,500; contact Rodgar Keogh on 6213 7961 work
or 6295 3743 home.
FORD ECONOVAN: 1982 Iwb, 6 seater. Reliable
travelling van, ideal for camping. Recond engine
1995, complete brake overhaul 1998, stereo cassette,
towbar, curtains, reg 04/01, $2490; contact Neal on
work or 0408 705 103 home.
FORD METEOR 86. Unleaded, reg 12/00, recond
mtr, good cond., $3200 neg; contact Des Blackwell on
work or 6288 6768 home.
FORD XD, S/W, auto, Gas/Petrol, fair cond.,,
$ 1200.00; contact Peter on work or 6257 6300 home.
FROST-FREE FRIDGE, Westinghouse 212Lt capacity, only 6 months old, excellent condition, $350;
contact Leyal on work or 6267 5058 home.
GARAGE SALE: ftimiture, household, clothes, etc.,
29/10 9am-12pm 48 Lowanna St, Braddon; contact
Matthew Absalom on 02 6249 2736/0478 work or 02
6249 2736/0478 home.
GRAVITY EXERCISE RIDER+ digital monitor,
$40; contact David Wong on 6249 4032 work or 6257
9630 home.
GUERILLA BAY Spacious comfortable beach house
in glorious bush setting. Close beaches, bush. Sleeps
8. Fully equipped. Wood fire. Large decks. Sea
glimpses, sounds. Phone 9518.7302.
HYANDI EXCEL, Nov 1997, Aircondiuoning, automatic, 3 door hatchback., $ 10,000 ono; contact John
on 6265 8058 work or 0416 060 198 home.
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ANU home: Dr Behrendt has recently joined the Law Program in RSSS.
people and Australian nationalism
— the white man battling the
elements, the empty land, and the
savage and degenerate blacks —
influence the way that Australians
view indigenous rights. This is
something that lawyers often don't
think about. They become too focused
on the l e g a l c o n t e x t w i t h o u t
understanding and attempting to
change the hostile, political and
cultural environment that makes legal
rights vulnerable to being overlooked
or extinguished."
Dr Behrendt is writing a second
book that may do for indigenous
people what Kate Millett's Sexual

Politics did for women — she looks
at narrative texts to analyse the
imagery and expose the naturalised,
"invisible" assumptions which guide
our u n d e r s t a n d i n g and legal
mediation of race relations.
"My main aim is to heighten
awareness of the fictions people
accept as fact. The book is in three
parts: land, people and culture. The
first part is about how the Australian
land is conceptualised, terra nullius
— so I use explorer journals and
contemporary travel books. The
second part looks at narratives of
Eliza Fraser, an Englishwoman who
was shipwrecked off the Queensland

on 6246 5304 work or 6251 1706 home.
NORTH SIDE PREFERRED. Responsible Couple of
PhD Students with a baby looking for a 2-3 bed/r
(town)hse, small c/y, preferably furnished + white goods
and garage or c/port, nego/week. Contact Laura on
62492899 work or 62794357 home.

<s3194444@student.anu.edu.au> or phone 6267 4371
work.
FURNITURE REMOVALS: or Deliveries, Student
with experience in removals has small utility ready for
local work. Competitive hourly rates; contact Lachlan on
6279 8129.
HINDI AND BENGALI TUTOR: Conversation and
writing, individual or group, rate negotiable; Contact
Farah T. Khan on email: <ft_khan@hotmail.com> or
6257 4553.
HOUSE CLEANING: Trustworthy, efficient, professional cleaner with 20 years experience. Phone Haydee's
Cleaning Service on 0413732961.
HOUSE MINDING, experienced house minder, exc
refs, loves cats & dogs (& watering gardens), available
from november, contact jill wolf on 6249 5915(w) or
jwolf@coombs.anu.edu.au;
HOUSE SITTING: Married couple, no children, nonsmoking, seeking long-term house-sit. Currently
house-sitting until early October 2000. Happy to care for
pets and garden. References available. Contact Cathy
and Aaron Kennedy on 6278 4955 (h), 6249 4439 (w) or
email <Cathy.Kennedy@anu.edu.au> work or home.
HOUSE SITTING: Non-smoking postgraduate couple
available to house-sit from early October. Willing to look
after garden/pets.; contact Felicity Moore on 62494274
work or 0404 035 753.
HOUSESITTER: Available, Experience prof women
with 2 children available to housesit 3-6 months. Am a
homeowner.; contact chris martin on 6292 6651
HOUSESITTING: 28 yr old (f) Public Servant available to care for your property and pets; contact Nicole
McGuire on email: nicole.mcguire@act.gov.au.
INDEXING: Need your thesis, monograph or website
indexed, proofread or edited?; contact Unwin Editorial
<sunwin@vtown.com.au> on 6294 2039.
IS YOUR CHILD DYSLEXIC? Experienced, specialised tutoring for primary and secondary children who
have persistent difficulties with reading, spelling and
writing, personal references for satisfied parents available. Contact Penny Mullbacher on 6282 1770 work.
JAPANESE TUTOR: Experienced Native Speaker
helps you with assignment/conversation/writing and reading. $20/h or negotiable. Contact Akiko on 6278 7001
work or home or email <akikomitsu@apex.net.au>.
LATEX TYPESETTING AND DUBUGGING: Papers, manuscripts, thesis chapters etc. prepared in LaTeX
at $6 per printed page (One printed generally contains
about 2 handwritten ones), debugging at $5 per quarter
hour (or part thereof). Contact Michael Walker on
<Michael.Walker@anu.edu.au>, 6249 2050 work or
home.
LATIN AMERICAN DANCE CLASSES: Salsa,
Merengue, Tango, Cha Cha Cha and more! New beginners classes beginning in May and June. Friendly and
experienced teacher, just back from Latin America. Learn
in fun and supportive group classes (Wednesday nights
$10) or privately (lessons by appointment $20); Contact
Sam on email <s3224502@student.anu.edu.au> or 6262
7576 home.
LATIN AMERICAN SPANISH CLASSES: Conversation and writing, individual or group lessons by

coast in 1836 and spent six weeks
with Aboriginals, who helped her
survive and return to civilisation. It's
a classic frontier story which is
r o m a n t i c i s e d as ' w h i t e w o m a n
against the elements', and Eliza
Fraser herself embellished it with
s e x u a l j e a l o u s y , s a v a g e r y and
cannibalism — which I call 'the
ultimate consumption of the other'.
I'm particularly interested in how
Aboriginal women are constructed,
w h a t the h i d d e n story is, the
perspective of indigenous people."
Dr Behrendt said that it was
important to see these assumptions in
more sympathetic writers, too.
"Thomas Keneally in The Chant of
Jimmy Blacksmith gives a sensitive,
compassionate portrayal of black men,
but black women, generically, are
promiscuous — that, it is implied, is
their nature. Furthermore, Keneally
seems to assume that if conditions for
black men improve, they will also
improve for black women, and there is
therefore no need for any particular
notice to be given to black women."
The book also looks at instances
of the appropriation of indigenous
c u l t u r e , i n c l u d i n g the use of
Aboriginal spirituality in New Age
literature and the Elizabeth Durack/
Eddie Burrup artworks.
"I have been able to develop the
concepts in the book through the
interest shown by my colleagues at
ANU in the material I am covering,"
Dr Behrendt said. She hopes the book
will be finished in the next six months.
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HYUNDI EXCEL Nov 1997 3-door hatchback, automatic, air conditioning., $10,000 ono; contact Susanne
Mansfield on 6249 4015 work or 0416 060 198 home.
MAZDA 323 exec., '83, auto, c/locking, good cond.,
$1200 o.n.o; contact Megan on 6249 2663 work or 0414
466 618 home.
MOUNTAIN BIKE: Gary Fisher, Shimano gears, excellent condition, $420; contact Siggi on 62492647 work
or 62815770 home.
NISSAN PULSARQ 1991 2.0 litre 148,000 km good
cond., $8,000 ono; contactHugo Christenson on 62493357
work or 62595614 home.
PINE DESK, Near new $85; contact David Wong on
6249 4032 work or 62579630 home.
RECLINER, good cond., $50; contact David Wong on
6249 4032 work or 62579630 home.
SAFE 'N' SOUND BOOSTER SEAT, $65; contact
Naomi on 0414605894 work or 02 62848470 home.
SUBARU LEONE 1986, 9mth rego, recently fully
serviced, ex. cond., $2000 ono; contact John de Majnik
on 6246 4947 j.demajnik@pi.csiro.au work or 6255
7329 home.
TOYOTA COROLLA 1979 sedan reliable economic 4
month registration, 590; contact Anrei on work or
0409607032 home.
TV, AKAI 34cm Color $ 120(nego); contact Bernard Lee
on 0402-196508 work or 02-62675104 home.
WASHING MACHINE:4kg,Hoover,auto,in great condition., $125 o.n.o; contact Shirley on 0402025810 work
or 62820774 home.
XF FALCON '86, manual 4 speed, white, $2600 ono;
contact Fiona Brayshaw on 6246 5653 work or 6284
8182 home.
YAMAHA ELECTONE ORGAN, model B-55N, $400;
contact Alex on 6249 2621 work or 6294 0224 home.

WANTED TO BUY
QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS for house in the
bush. Contact Julian Lee on 04 0301 3366.
SPA, Surf Board, climbing equipment; Contact Hearvey
BOENNEC on 04.02.27.50.51 work or 04.02.27.50.51
home.

TO LET
CAMPBELL: room ensuite + optional studio in large
house with scenic views, $110 per week. Contact A.Y.
Glikson on 62490497 work or 62963853 home.
NARRABUNDAH: Furnished Room, Comfortable
home. Gay Friendly, $120. Contact Chris Deakin on
6295 7274 work or 6295 7274 home.
NORTH LYNEHAM: Female to share with 1 female in
furnished 2br t'house. Lge sunny room., $95pw. Contact
Tsari Anderson on 6249 2195 work or 6262 9698 home.
OCONNOR: Person to share 2bdr house with mature
age student, 67.50. Contact John Berentson on work or
62477852 home.

WANTED TO RENT
NEAR BLACK MOUNTAIN: Furnished 2-bedroom
accommodation needed for visiting scientist November
to February., under $200/week. Contact Paula Percival
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REAL ESTATE FOR SALE.
QUEANBEYAN: Two bedroom unit, birs, living/dining area, separate kitchen, private laundry facilities,
carport, storeroom, close to public transport, $56,900.
Contact Katrina Willis on 6274-2894 work or 6232-9743
home.

SERVICES
ACTOR TRAINING: Enhance creativity, career, charisma through intuition. Spolin techniques; adult
workshops; individual coaching; corporate training;
Contact Margaret Forster on 6249 2278.
AUTO-PAINTING: On the Web, Comprehensive data
at <www.colourshop.com.au> for all private motoring
restorers or enthusiasts. Contact Queanbeyans Colour
Shop on 62979246 work or home.
CHINESE TUTOR: Native Chinese speaker, standard
Mandarin and other dialects. Offer help for native English speakers with oral/writing, assignment and Chinese
culture (classical literature and Beijing Opera). It's free!
Contact Lei Luo on <luolei@hotmail.com> or62674573.
CONGA AND DJEMBE LESSONS: Come and learn
rhythms from Africa, the Caribbean and Brazil. Group or
private lessons available with a friendly and experienced
teacher. Beginners welcome. Contact Tribal Rhythms,
on 6257 3819 or 0413 581 503 work or home.
DRUM-MAKING WORKSHOP: In 2 days complete
your own Sembe drum; lacing, fitting goat skin head,
tensioning, tuning and learning basic rhythms, materials
supplied; Contact Sembe Drums, Geoff Filmer on 6235
0158 work.
EDITING to perfection, Free fum quote for editing to
impossible standards. Start on the right note! Call Perfect
Pitch on 6247 7896 (bh/ah) or e-mail
Johnharvey_mobile@hotmail.com.; contact John Harvey
on 6247 7896 work or home.
EDITING/PROOF-READING/TYPING Student discounts! Please call to arrange a rate. Ph 6279 8036 (w) /
6253
0079
(message
bank),
or
email
<jobrien@mso.anu.edu.au>; contact Jess O'Brien on 02
6253 0079 work or home.
EDITING/PROOFREADING: Contact Lisa Curtin on
0408 650 765 mobile or email <lisac@teknet.net.au>.
EDITING/TYPING/WORD PROCESSING: Fast,
accurate typing services available at reasonable rates,
editing and proof-reading services also available. Contact Jillian Green on email: <jillianrgreen@hotmail.com>
or 0404 887 297 (message bank) mobile.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTORING: Improve your
English language skills, gain help with oral and written
English, essay and report preparation; Contact Evan
Roche on 6278 6085 work.
FRENCH TUTOR: Conversation and writing, individual or group, rates negotiable. Email

Argentinian native; Contact Manana di Tada on
email <mlditada@hotmail.com> or6284 7471 home.
LATIN DANCE: Salsa, Tango Every Saturday till 4
November, Polish Club, David St., Opp. O'Oconnor
shops. Four hours of exciting dancing for $5.
MARTIAL ART TRAINING: Amateurs are invited to practise Shorinji Kempo. No fee but efforts
are required. Contact Alex on 6249-03-39 or
<alexei@rses.anu.edu.au> work or home.
MASTER PUBLIC SPEAKING: Before-work
Toastmasters Club, Garema PI. Contact Jim on 6249
2764.
PROOFREADING: Experienced editor, any material, competitive rates, student discount available;
Contact Catriona Bruce on 6251 7711 work.
PUBLIC SPEAKING: Training in public speaking
through regular meetings on campus. Uni n Toastmasters can help build self-confidence. Check out
our website at <www.anu.edu.au/tin2>. Contact
Yvonne Heslop at University II Toastmasters on
6429 3787 work.
RESUMES: Customised resumes; Quality service
special student rates; contact Annette at Unlimited
Opportunities on 0407 932 962 work or home.
RESUMES: Get results! Fast, accurate, with impact.
Reasonable rates; Contact Sue Kennedy on 6287
1390.
RUSSIAN TUTOR: Russian native speaker, editing
and assignments (Russian software available), instruction and assistance for visiting Russia; Contact
Leonid
A.Petrov
on
email:
<petrov@coombs.anu.edu.au>or 6249 3172 work or
6230 1610 home.
SANSKRIT: Learn 'the Language of Nature' for
pleasure and profit. Tuition available on campus.
Wed. lunchtimes. Experienced tutor. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Novices welcome.; contact McComas
on 6247 6315 (home).
SAVE MONEY: The secrets to Saving Money in
Canberra revealed! For more information, contact
Fiona Lippey Miser Extraordinaire on
<canberrasavings @bigpond.com>.
SEWING AND MENDING: Experienced lady can
hem, repair clothing or make to fit. Contact Elisa on
6284 2141
SPANISH TUTOR: Individual tutoring and conversation classes, rates negotiable; Contact Ana L.Galvez
on email <algalvez@hotmail.com> or 6279 9070
work.
SPANISH: conversation group. Meets Tuesdays,
5:30-7pm, Univ. house cellar bar, all levels welcome.;
contact
Maribelle
Young;
email:Maribelle.Young@anu.edu.au on 6249-5943
SPEECHCRAFT: Training Course: For more information, contact Yvonne Heslop on 6249 3787.
STATS AND COMMERCE TUTOR: Tutor in
STATS 1006 and COMM 1010, private and group
tutoring, experienced tutor; Contact 6267 4371 home
or email <s3194444@student.anu.edu.au>.
VIOLIN TUITION: Violin for Beginners; Contact
Michelle on 6241 5534 work or home.
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