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The 1995-96 IAS review make or break for ANU: Brennan
BY JIM M A H O N E Y

THE 1995-96 review of the Institute of Advanced Studies would
determine whether the ANU becomes a university of world rank or
merely a good provincial university, Professor Geoff Brennan has
told ANU's Council.
Professor Brennan, Director of
the Research School of Social Sciences, was presenting the School's
annual report to Council. (See also
stories Page 2.)
He said the ANU would be very
much at risk if it did not expand its

outreach activities with other universities and research institutions.
"I have no doubt that the '95'96 Institute Review will make or
break the ANU as we know it: it
will decide whether the ANU is to
continue aspiring to be a university
of world rank - with a vision of
itself playing in the same league as
Oxford, Princeton, Harvard, London, Chicago - or rather to become
merely a good provincial university," Professor Brennan said.
"I also have no doubt that a
major factor in that decision will
depend critically on the extent to

Aust. demands
for Japanese war
contrition seen as
"hypocritical19?
BY PETER O ' C O N N O R

CALLS for the Japanese to apologise over World War II are misplaced and fail to recognise the
long and painful process of contrition that has already occurred in
Japan, according to ANU scholar
Ms Rosemary Trott.
Indeed, Ms Trott believes that
Australians have much to learn from
Japan as we strive to define our
own national identity in relation to
Asia and possibly as a republic.
Ms Trott has just completed a
thesis which looks at the way Japan
has narrowed the options for defining its identity over three distinct
periods since it first joined the intemational community.
These three periods are the Meiji
Restoration late last century, the
post-War period and the current
post-Cold War period.
"Coming to terms with militarism and the Second World War
still involves a tussle with national
identity, not unlike the one Australians are engaged in now," she
said.
Ms Trott claims that because the
Japanese state has refused in a very

conspicuous way to do the things
that we expect, there is a belief in
Australia that there is no consciousness of guilt, obligation or contrition amongst the Japanese for what
happened during the War. She says
this is not true.
"In the war crimes trials the Japanese state was tried by the international community and punished
very publicly when leaders and high
officials were hanged.
"But before long, war criminals
were back serving in the government, one even as Prime Minister.
Australia acquiesced in this to stop
the spread of communism," she
said.
"But among the people there
was an enormous exorcism, a national introspection over the war,
which virtually expunged the military from the national consciousness. You do not see the military in
Japan the way you do in most other
countries."
Ms Trott asserts that the people
took over the guilt as individuals,
some with a Buddhist concern about
their karma. Others perform what
- Continued on Page 10

Students give thumbs down to NUS
BY A M A N D A W A L S H

ANU students have voted against
joining the National Union of Students (NUS).
In a referendum held on campus
last week, students were asked
whether they were in favour of the
ANU becoming affiliated with
NUS, the only national student
union in Australia.
Letters
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The result was 54 per cent opposed and 46 per cent in favour.
The voter turnout of2600 students,
or 31 per cent of the student body,
broke the previous voter participation record for the ANU.
The ANU Students' Association had been urging a YES vote.
According to the SA, the benefits
- Continued on Page 11
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which we have met the outreach
targets that we set ourselves in the
wake of the Stephen Committee
recommendations.
"The next review will of course
be concerned about other things as
well: but if we have not earned
ourselyes a few friends around the
system, if we have not made major
strides in increasing the engagement of a larger number of scholars
from the Australian system in our
intellectual enterprise and increasing their commitment to it, if we
cannot produce convincing evidence of major efforts in that direc-

tion, then we place ourselves very
much at risk."
Professor Brennan said that
policies in RSSS had been oriented towards expanding its
outreach activities "precisely for
this reason".
During 1992, RSSS established
two specific programs: a sabbatical fellows program designed to
make it more attractive for Australian academics to spend a significant part of their outside studies programs in the School, and a
research affiliates program aimed

at enabling Australian academics
whose work was of particular interest to the School to spend six to
eight weeks at RSSS each year for
several years.
The objective of the research affiliates program was to make possible ongoing collaborative links with
particular people in other universities. It would also give those people
a brief respite from the ever-increasing demands of teaching and administration.
During 1993 RSSS would have
five sabbatical fellows and four re- Continued on Page 10

Operatic damsels who cause distress

BY A M A N D A WALSH

"THIS is the future," Jeanette
Russell said, motioning towards the
two 18th-century figures posing by
the willow trees.
The corsetry and uplifted chests
certainly are reminiscent of Madonna, but that isn't quite what she
meant.
According to Ms Russell, the
two costumed students from the
Canberra School of Music represent the future of opera in Australia. Having travelled the world
singing soprano in productions like
Fidelio and The Turn of the Screw,
and now as Lecturer in Vocal Studies at the School of Music she is
eminently qualified to say so.
The two students pictured above,
Ali McGregor and Rachael Duncan,
will play Mademoiselle Warblewell
and Madame Heartmelt in Mozart's
opera The Impresario, a tale of two
competing prima donnas who cause
each other significant distress.
Books and Arts

Ms Russell's students at the
School of Music have linked up
with the School's chamber orchestra and the ANU's Drama Section
to present Three Little Operas.
The program comprises
Pergolesi's Lm Serva Padrona, and
The Impresario and Bastien and
Bastienne both by Mozart. Each
45-minute opera is a self-contained
production, complete with lavish
costumes, sets and chamber orchestra.
The direction is in keeping with
the Commedia dell 'arte tradition,
defined as "saucy servants, pastoral passions, delicious divas". Very
Madonna.
"What we want is for the audience to go out laughing," said Ms
Russell, artistic coordinator of the
production.
The program has been chosen
with the students' voices and
professional development in mind.
Ms Russell says that in the past the
tendency has been to stage an op-
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Academic

era on the scale of Carmen, which
makes large demands on a small
number of students, but relegates
the others to bit parts.
In the latest program, the three
students in each short opera are
singing lead roles which are well
suited to each of their voices, she
said.
This is the only major opera of the
year for the School of Music. Fourteen students are appearing in the
rotating cast, and the production is a
major part of their course work.
Three Little Operas plays at
Llewellyn Hall on Friday 18 and
Saturday 19 June at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $18, $15 (concessions and
Friends) and $9 (children), and are
available at the Canberra Theatre
Box Office.
For an extra $10 patrons can
secure a champagne supper at the
Saturday performance, and there are
also special performances for school
groups and senior citizens on
Thurday 17 June.
Diary Page 10

ARC has conflict of interest
in ANU review: Osmond

BY JIM M A H O N E Y

THE Australian Research Council
had declared a "conflict of interest" in the 1995-96 review of the
ANU's Institute of Advanced Studies by its recommendation to deny
access to the Institute to senior categories of applicants for two of its
research fellowships, Professor
Barry Osmond has told the University's Council.
Professor Osmond, Director of
the Research School of Biological
Sciences, said the acceptance of
the ARC recommendation by the
former Minister for Higher Education, Mr Baldwin, was the foremost external problem facing the
University and had the potential to
hamstring RSBS.

OBITUARY
ROGER KEESING
ROGER Keesing, Professor of Anthropology in the Research School
of Pacific Studies from 1974 until
1991, died suddenly in Canada on
7 May.
His anthropological career was
marked above all by a long and
deep engagement with the Kwaio
people of Malaita, in the Solomon
Islands. He worked there first in
1962, and obtained his PhD from
Harvard in 1965 for a dissertation
on marriage, but sustained and
deepened his knowledge through
many subsequent visits.
In its earlier phases his work
dealt particularly with kinship, social structure, and language, but
diversified to range across religion,
politics, cognition, and gender. He
became an historically sensitive anthropologist through research on
the labour trade, on conflict in the
colonial period, and on politicoreligious cults in the aftermath of
the Second World War.
His work had a strong linguistic
dimension that culminated in a
major study of Melanesian pidgin.
His many books included Kwaio
Religion (1982), Lightning Meets
the West Wind (with Peter Corris,
1980), and Elota's Story (1978),
one of several life histories of
prominent Kwaio men. Custom and
Confrontation (1992) consummately drew together the arguments
on colonial history and resistance
that he developed over the last decade.
He also published much of importance in over a hundred papers;
many drew upon his Kwaio ethnography, yet were motivated by
broad theoretical questions, and
addressed a general anthropological audience rather than a narrow
group of regional specialists. His
writing was fluent and direct; he
synthesised broad areas of research
effectively, and some of his strongest essays distilled critiques that
were being more widely developed
- of colonial ideologies, of anthropologists' preoccupations with the
exotic, of idealist tendencies in
cultural and symbolic anthropologyBut while his expositions of the
state of play in various fields were
lucid and widely cited, there was
2 - Wednesday 26 May 1993

In his introduction to the School' s
annual report Professor Osmond
noted that the Institute "... simply
cannot fulfil its mission if it is systematically excluded from competitions (i.e. ARC Fellowships and
Senior Fellowships) which sustain
its whole activity, excellence in research, and which in the process
serve to demonstrate that excellence."
Presenting the report to the
ANU's Council, Professor Osmond
said that in 1992, 35 per cent of
RSBS academic staff were externally funded, many as ARC Fellows.
"Two quite outstanding senior
researchers from Israel and Germany
have been thwarted in their attempts
to work in Australia because the
much also that was powerful and
original: for instance, in his effort
to demystify the famous concept
of mana in Oceanic cultures, which
he insisted embodied more a practical idea of efficacy than the essence of spiritual power speculated
about by ethnologists since the 19th
century. His work on inventions of
tradition in the Pacific was also
path finding.
He was also the author of a
textbook. Cultural Anthropology:
A Contemporary
Perspective,
which in its second edition (1981)
was widely regarded as the best
introduction to the subject, particularly for its incorporation of
the more critical arguments concerning gender, power relations,
and development that had emerged
in the 1970s.
Personally and professionally
Roger was always enormously active; he played tennis relentlessly,
he enjoyed the company of friends
and colleagues and cooked well;
he could party, but drank very moderately and exercised a great deal.
His style in debate was often polemical, but he was a good listener
and was always reaching beyond
the Pacific and beyond his discipline for new perspectives. He travelled frequently on fieldwork, to
conferences, and to give invited
lectures.
He was enormously generous
and supportive of his graduate students, and put a great deal of energy into commenting on people's
work, providing them with material or contacts he felt would be
useful, and offering practical advice of all kinds to students, with
whom he was warm and open rather
than hierarchical or distant.
Although Roger was invariably
prolific, his last few years in Canberra were not especially happy.
His move to McGill University in
Montreal marked both a personal
and an intellectual rejuvenation. I
saw him last at a conference in
Hawaii in March, where he seemed
more energetic than ever. His death
was a particular shock to friends
and colleagues because, at 58, he
seemed more like 40.
While he accomplished a great
deal, we all expected that he would
be a productive figure in Pacific
studies for a great deal longer.

Institute has been ruled off limits,"
he said. "Researchers of exceptional
ability are drawn to the ANU.
"They are being deliberately
turned away by the ARC. You have
to understand why I insist that the
ARC has already declared its conflict of interest for the 1995 review."
Professor Osmond said RSBS
spent 6.3 per cent of its 1992 budget
on collaborations with other Australian universities. It increased the
number of collaborative PhD scholarships and hoped to have a steadystate complement of 12 next year.
He said the outstanding performance of the School's neurosciences
group was some 50 per cent more
cost-effective than its nearest rival
full-time research team in Australia

COUNCIL NOTES

Student
enrolment
ANU had a total student enrolment, including full fee-paying students, of 8,754 equivalent full-time
student units (EFTSU) at the census date of 31 March 1993, according to data given to the last Council
meeting by the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Laurie Nichol.
For undergraduate enrolments,
excluding fee-paying overseas
(FPOS) students and ITA courses,
the ANU had set a target of 1,474
EFTSU for new enrolments: it
achieved 1,503 EFTSU. The reenrolling undergraduate target of
4,566 EFTSU compared with an
actual re-enrolment of 4,537
EFTSU.
Professor Nichol said that the
controls introduced to better manage undergraduate enrolments were
successful in that the total undergraduate student load of 6,040
EFTSU in these categories was exactly the University's target.
The total number of undergraduate FPOS enrolments was 387
EFTSU, a decrease from 1992, but
one counterbalanced by an increase
in postgraduate FPOS enrolments
to 483. The total FPOS cohort was
870 EFTSU.
Professor Nichol said that the
number of non-FPOS postgraduates was 1,224 EFTSU (excluding
ITA). This did not markedly exceed the DEET target of 950
EFTSU.
He said that the University had
not been in a strong position to
argue for an increased funded postgraduate student load in recent
years. Such a case could and would
be presented this year.
ANU's total non-FPOS enrolment at 31 March, including an
estimate of 620 EFTSU for ITA,
was 7,884 EFTSU. This was 600
EFTSU above the target agreed
with DEET for 1993. About half
the increase over the target was due
to postgraduate enrolments.

Nicholas Thomas

Quality assurance

Department of Archaeology
and Anthropology, The Faculties

Guidelines for the audits to be conducted by the Committee for Qual-

A N U Reporter

and the plant sciences group was
about twice as cost-effective as its
nearest international rival - an elite
research team in the United States.
"One barometer of the way we
have influenced research is the frequency of contributions to the prestigious series, Annual Reviews,''
Professor Osmond said. "Over the
past 12 years, the small RSBS group
in plant sciences has contributed as
much to this cutting edge of basic
plant science research as the entire
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry.
"By the same criteria, these nine
tenured staff in RSBS alone have
had one-third as much impact as
the plant research community in
the entire Federal Republic of Germany, which has been, without
question, the best funded landscape
for this research in the world."

Professor Osmond said the scholarly output of the School had increased by about 20 per cent in 1992
over 1991. Perhaps of greater impact would be the activities of RSBS
researchers supported by the ANU' s
Centre for Molecular Stmctuie and
Function.
"Spread among three research
groups in the School, this support
has tumed into major intemational
recognition by contributions of staff
to two Nobel Symposia, and into an
invitation to retreat to the elite
Rockefeller Study Centre at Bellagio
to work on a book," he said.
"It has also completed the 'cycle
of goodness' for ANU, with the
spawning of our own RSBS campus-wide initiative in information
science, the BioMormatics Facility."

ity Assurance in Higher Education
are expected to be announced
shortly.
Professor Nichol told Council
that, in addition to conducting the
audits of participating universities,
the Committee would advise the
Minister on the allocation, from
1994, of about $76 million in new
funding.

Research
infrastructure
grant

"Universities will be invited to
make submissions to the Committee on their quality assurance policies and practices and on the excellence of outcomes of their stated
missions," he said.
Professor Nichol said that while
the timing of this process was "regrettably short" the Chairs of
ANU's two academic boards had
already started discussions on the
matter within the University.
Professor B Wilson, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Queensland, had been appointed Chair of
the Committee, and Professor I
Chubb, Deputy Vice-Chancellor,
Monash University, had been appointed Deputy Chair. Other appointments were expected shortly.

Remuneration
Tribunal
The Remuneration Tribunal has
determinedthat ANU's Vice-Chancellor should be remunerated at the
salary applicable to the largest
Australian universities.
The Tribunal said the determination should apply from 24 April
1993 and that there should be appropriate adjustment to the salaries
of the Deputy Vice-Chancellors.
In November 1991 the Tribunal
set the salaries of ANU's ViceChancellor and Deputy Vice-Chancellors at the Category 2 university
rate.
Later, Parliament reduced the
salaries, but at the same time left
the way open for the Tribunal to
make subsequent determinations on
the salaries.
The Chancellor and Senior Officers of the University argued before the Tribunal that the complexity of ANU warranted its inclusion
with the Category 1 universities
which had larger student
populations.

ANU's Faculties have received
$548,000 in Research Infrastructure Block Grants (Mechanism A)
for 1993.
Professor Nichol told Council
that the increase from $471,700 in
1992 reflected the research strength
of The Faculties.
"In the past, the magnitude of
the grants to universities under this
mechanism has been primarily assessed by the ARC on the basis of
success in Commonwealth granting schemes," he said.
"This year the index was expanded to include funding from
certain non-Commonwealth competitions and placement of ARC
fellowships.
"Moreover, the eligibility has
been widened to include all universities in the national system. The
Faculties has done extremely well
in view of these changes."

Academy of
Science
Adjunct Professor R D Ekers,
MSSSO, and Professor A J Gibbs,
Molecular Evolution and Systematics Group, RSBS, have been
elected Fellows of the Australian
Academy of Science.

ANU autonomy
ANU's Council has supported a
new move in the Senate to legislate
for the financial autonomy of the
University.
Senator J W Tierney (Lib.,
NSW) has for the second time introduced a Bill to "... make it clear
that the Council of the University is
solely responsible for the application of money appropriated by the
Parliament for the purposes of the
University and for the management
of the University." The first Bill,
which sought to amend the Australian National University Act
1991, was passed by the Senate last
year but Senator Tierney has said
that the second was necessary because the Act had been replaced by
the Higher Education Funding Act
(No 2.) 1992.

No case too
hard for "Crystal
detective"
BY LIZ TYNAN
A "crystal detective" who takes on
the cases which have hit other scientists' too-hard basket has been
appointed to boost the Research
School of Chemistry' s strategic initiative in new generation
crystallography.
Professor David Rae is one of
Australia's
leading
cry stallographers and is recognised
for his ability to solve the structures that other scientists have given
up on. He has been enticed from his
long-time position at the University of New South Wales to join
RSC at a crucial stage in its development
of
an
advanced
crystallography capability.
His appointment stems from
RSC's success in securing support
from the Institute of Advanced
Studies under its Strategic Development Scheme for the new generation crystallography initiative.
"A lot of what I am doing is
mistake identification," Professor
Rae said. "Many times difficulties
in solving crystal structure stem
from a foul-up in the computer
model itself," he said. "You certainly get structures which can appear to be reasonable according to
the statistics, but not according to
chemistry."
Analysis of crystal structure has
only been going on for about 100
years, and the Australian scientist
Lawrence Bragg is credited with
solving the first structure, that of
common salt, or sodium chloride,
around 1911. Since then, the field
has grown considerably, and now
easy structures can be solved fairly
quickly. But more complex structures, and especially those of novel
high-technology materials, are still
very difficult.
It is the difficult ones that interest Professor Rae most. "I have
spent most of my crystallography
life doing structures other people
have thrown away because they
have come to grief on them," he
said. "A lot of the time it is just a
matter of pinpointing where they
have made the one crucial mistake.
Usually most of the structure is
correct, and it is a question of finetuning a model completely enough
to be convinced you know precisely what is going on."
Often Professor Rae finds that
by embarking on one problem, the
answer to another will become evident. His "suck it and see" approach pays many dividends - "you

do things just to find out what
happens," he said. "You certainly
gain a considerable amount of
knowledge about what can occur,
and you store that in your brain for
the next problem."
RSC already has an international reputation for its expertise
in various aspects of the field, particularly disordered materials and
solid-state
inorganic
crystallography, in groups led by
Dr Richard Welberry and Dr Ray
Withers respectively.
Crystallography is the science
of uncovering the ordered arrangement of atoms in crystals. Because
crystals are found everywhere indeed, they are the solid-state purified form of many diverse substances - they have enormous implications in many branches of science. Solving a structure means
working out what atoms are there
and refining means accurately locating them.
Synthetic chemists and biochemists rely heavily on
crystallographers to tell them the
exact nature of the substances they
have created in their laboratories,
enabling them to assess the usefulness of the substances.
Professor Rae's current challenge centres on non-standard crystal structures known as modulated
structures, which demonstrate
regular, wave-like distortions or
perturbations from the normal, parent structure. Although they have
always existed, they came to prominence in the 1980s with the dra-.
matic discoveries of high temperature superconductors and of
quasicrystals.
Some commercially-important
electronic and optical materials,
like ferroelectrics, have modulated
structures.
"The sort of things we are looking at require sophisticated computer modelling," said Professor
Rae. "A lot of these have fairly
important physical properties.
They aren't perfect structures, but
have been 'messed up' by the addition of other types of ions. We
need to sort out just what is going
on in them, so that they can be
manipulated for all sorts of purposes," he said.
"If you want to start manipulating properties and know what is
going on, it is necessary to understand the structures very accurately," he said.
- Continued on Page 11

INFORMATION OFFICER
A full-time position exists for a talented and highly motivated science
writer to produce a quarterly Science & Technology Newsletter dealing
with general scientific and technological issues.
The requirements for this position are:
• Scientific background
• Appropriate writing skills
• Ability to read French is essential
Experience in desktop publishing and liaising with the broader community
would prove advantageous.
Please send your application, including details of your qualifications and
work experience to :
Scientific Section, French Embassy,
6 Perth Avenue, Yarralumla, ACT 2600
Closing Date: 11 .lune 1993.

We have much to learn
from autistic children
BY PETER O'CONNOR
Spectacular drawing skills found
among some autistic children could
provide insights into the way we
use our finite brain capacity for
rapid decision-making and survival
strategies, according to two ANU
researchers.
Professor Allan Snyder and Ms
Mandy Thomas of the Research
School of Physical Sciences and
Engineering believe their research
may also have implications for the
development of artificial sight devices for use in medicine and robotics.
Their work is based upon the
uncanny ability of some autistic children to draw with an astonishing
accuracy and a mastery of perception that would require years of training for non-autistic people to achieve.
P r o f e s s o r Snyder and Ms
Thomas argue that the difference
between autistic child artists and
non-autistic individuals is that the
autistic artists make no assumptions about what is to be seen in
their environment.
Professor Snyder said that autistic children appear to give attention to parts of an environment they
perceive rather than the whole of it.
"They can be very good at spotting abstract shapes embedded in a
coherent pattern but have no ability
to integrate or make links. They
observe the world without interpretation," Professor Snyder said.
"By studying the way autistic
children draw we can make some
interesting predictions about a normal brain, which tries to process
information more quickly and efficiently about the environment," he
said.
In a paper presented to the
Robertson Symposium earlier this
year. Professor Snyder and Ms
Thomas claim that the inability of
non-autistic children and adults to
draw without training is due to a
process in which the brain simplifies objects by making assumptions about the environment.
"The normal human brain responds to visual information it receives by converting it into a simple model so it can respond quickly
and efficiently to the environment,"
the paper says.
It accelerates perception by incorporating expectations about an
object's attributes and by reporting
only the objects themselves so people are not consciously aware of,
for example, shape through shading or perspective through gradients of texture.
In contrived or unnatural situations, it is this strategy which causes
us to fall prey to either visual or
linguistic illusions.
The strategy is also reflected in
the way non-autistic children draw
schematic or symbolic representations stripped of perspective, shading and even shape. Such sketches
convey highly imposed or internalised meanings.
The paper says that this visual
strategy is similarly mirrored in

Drawing by an autistic five-and-a-half-year-old
girl
early linguistic skills whereby chilless vulnerable to visual and lindren tend to label objects before
guistic illusions they could not be
they are aware of the nuances of
expected to make rapid decisions.
meanings which differentiate one
The paper warns that this thesis
object from another.
may have telling insights for maIn contrast autistic children do
chine vision as it suggests that havnot appear to impose expectations
ing all visual information available
on their world which means that for
is somewhat useless for making
them every detail is of equal impordecisions unless assumptions about
tance. So while they sometimes
the objects in the visual field are
make exceptional artists and are
built in.
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University House
Tuesday 8 June
in Hall
12.30pm

Music at Lunchtime - Mozart
vocal ensembles performed by
students from School of Music.
Ploughman's lunch, including wine,
orange juice and coffee/tea. Tickets
$8.50 non-members, $8.00 members at the door.

Sunday 20 June
Old Canberra House
12.30pm

Solstice Lunch - to celebrate the
Winter Solstice, 3 course meal with
red wine, log fires, tickets $18.00
from the Master's Office, 2495281/2.

WINE TASTING
An informal wine-tasting in the Bottleshop every
Wednesday lunchtime.

CELLAR BAR
Cakes and pastries for sale at lunchtime on Fridays.

ACCOMMODATION
Weekend Special $77.00 per room, per night, available Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights, extended to Monday night on
Queen's Birthday Long Weekend.

OLD CANBERRA HOUSE

Next Reporter
Deadline for copy, classified and display advertising. Academic and Arts
diaries for the 9 June edition of ANU
Reporter is Monday 31 May.

What's on
at

Happy Hour from 5.00 - 6.30pm on Thursdays, Happy Hour for
members of PARSA 5.30 - 6.30pm on Fridays.

\

For general inquiries telephone 249 5211 or 5281.
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Having a whale of a
time in Norway
might well be forgiven for knowing absolutely nothing about Norwegian politics and
current affau-s.
Media attention across the world
is Big Power fixated (not least because the world's major news agencies are Big Power owned). Australians know almost nothing about
Norway, but the compliment is well
and truly reciprocated: Norwegians
- and, for that matter, Europeans in
general - know just as little about
Australia. Since the election, neither the Scandinavian nor the English press have mentioned Australia,
except very occasionally on the
business pages. Business these days
is genuinely international!
Very occasionally, however, the
media does pay attention to smaller
nations. Almost invariably that occurs when such countries serve as a
stage for some disaster, man-made
or natural, which feeds the media's
insatiable appetite for drama. Small
countries exist for the media when
they are invaded, when their people are starving, when there is a
particularly photogenic natural disaster or air crash or - and this is a
new category of media attention when they become a symbol of
environmental concern.
It is this last envu-onmental factor which, within a matter of weeks,
is suddenly going to make Australian TV viewers and newspaper
readers aware of Norway as a source
of screaming banner headlines and
dramatic photo reportage. Roughly
what the headlines will say is NORWAY KILLS THE WHALES IN
DEHANCE OF WORLD OPINION. Two picture images will predominate: dying whales harpooned
from Norwegian fishing boats and
confrontations between the brave,
environmental
heroes
of
Greenpeace and Norwegian fishermen apparently spurred on to environmental spoilation only by their
greed.
In what is likely to be a furore of
AUSTRALIANS

Comment
BY FRANCIS G CASTLES*

international dimensions, it is probable that Australians and the rest of
the world will hear a great deal of
the environmentalist (particularly
Greenpeace) case and almost nothing of the Norwegian side of the
issue. Or rather, I suspect, GREED

''Australians and the rest of the world will hear a
great deal of the environmentalist
(particularly
Greenpeace) case and almost nothing of the Norwegian side of the issue . . . GREED or MERE
FINANCIAL GAIN, in capitals, will be presented
as the be-all and end-all of their side. .
or MERE HNANCIAL GAIN, in
capitals, will be presented as the
be-all and end-all of their side of
the issue. As all media analysts
know, these terms, quite unlike,
say, the fishermen's desire to earn
a decent living, constitute less of a
case and more of a reason for blame.
On the other hand, I, as a scholar
visiting Norway with the intention
of learning more about Norwegian
politics and current affairs, can
scarcely avoid hearing a different
story: the one Norwegians use to
justify the resumption of whaling.
That story is about the right of local
fishing communities to pursue the
traditional source of their livelihood free of interference from environmental movements whose
advocacy of environmental rectitude involves them in no personal
financial loss.
The attitude of Norwegian fish-

Letters
Rationalists
battered
How fortunate for Professor
Kamenka that his views appeared
in the same issue of the Reporter
(12 May) as a main article and a
statement which more than adequately proved his case.
The main article, about ANU scientists negotiating a "world safeguard fc«- intellectual property'' made
me think back to those far-off years
when a major aim at the ANU was to
help other less fortunate countries
by sharing our knowledge and our
"intellectual property".
Now it seems our major aim is to
be sure we extract the last possible
dollar in netum.
Then the statement in reply to
Maureen Bamett' s letter (about the
destruction of a hedge) included
the following economic rationalist
paragraph : "Clearing the area of
the hedge and the removal of the
4 - Wednesday 26 May 1993

ing communities is, in other words,
that of communities the world over
when confronted with demands that
they should desist from traditional
(or, for that matter, new) practices,
which, while remunerative to them,
have what appears to be a major
environmental cost on a worldwide
level. Rainforest logging in SouthEast Asia is one example. Issues
concerning the preservation of endangered species are others. The
people involved in so-called environmental exploitation are not
greedy in any way different to the
rest of us. Their problem is that the
way they seek to make a living

remnants of the fences provides for
improved and more cost-effective
grounds maintenance.
"The grounds of all Cottages in
this vicinity can now be maintained
by one member of staff in a few
hours using one large machine.
"Previously it would take several staff a day using hand mowers
to service the same area."
This calls for three comments
(in addition to Professor Kamenka's
own general remarks).
First, see that other front page
story mentioning the long-term unemployed, and consider the relevance to their existence of doctrines like those quoted above.
Second, we are not told what the
"one large machine" cost to buy,
nor what it costs to run, in energy as
well as in dollars.
Third, if labour saving is to be
the chief or only criterion, surely it
is time the University got rid of all
those trees and bushes, and invested

ANU Reporter

conflicts with other important values.
I personally am not a strong
protagonist on either side in the
environmental debate, but it seems
to me that a crucial part of this kind
of argument rests on the demonstration that the environment is
becoming irreversibly damaged or
that a species is near to extinction.
Then there is a clear case for saying
to local communities, you must
refrain in the name of the greater
good, although in an ideal world,
too, the local community would be
compensated and found another
means of livelihood.
Norway defends itself in these
terms. The country maintains that
it has, at some considerable loss,
observed the world whaling ban
for a number of years and that
populations of the Minke whale,
which they propose to hunt this
only in easy care cement.
Moira Rowland
Member of Convocation and
part-time student

Asian interest
As a wide-eyed and idealistic young
person, I used to be under the impression that most academics were
wise and learned.
Discussion of further funding
cuts to the Faculty of Asian Studies
and amalgamation with Arts, has
helped to dispel this view.
On finishing school with a good
T E score, I had a choice of going to
several universities, but I chose the
ANU, attracted by its reputation in
Asian Studies, as did many of my
present fellow students. On arriving, I found the situation rather
gloomy, with decreasing staff-student ratios, a dwindling budget and
weakening support in the general
university community.
Everyone knows that Asian
Studies is a strong growth area in
academic as well as economic
spheres as Australia "turns towards
Asia". The ANU is in an excellent

summer on a limited basis, are neither near extinction nor endangered
by the proposed catch. Apparently
- and I do not speak as an expert this is a case conceded by scientists
and many conservationists. Norway has compensated the losses of
its fishing communities from the
whaling ban, but now there is extremely wide political agreement
that some level of whaling is sustainable and should be permitted as
a means of fostering the integrity of
these communities.
Norwegians wonder why their
whaling looks set to become an
international issue and their country an international media symbol
of environmental shame, when the
environmental policies (or rather
lack of environmental policies) of
other nations are far more likely to
lead to the extinction of species and
when Norway's environmental
record on virtually every other
count is second to none. They suspect that the whale has become a
potent symbol of the environmental cause and that, because the whaling ban has been an almost costless
success for the environmental
movement (most countries have
little immediate interest in whaling), it must be defended regardless of rational argument. (Norwegian cynics suggest that Greenpeace
makes more money out of whale
symbolism than Norway is likely
to make from its 1993 catch of
Minke whales.)
Whatever else, lack of knowledge and understanding impedes
sensible policy action and debate.
Environmentalists are threatening
that if Norway goes ahead with its
whaling plans in defiance of world
opinion, this is likely to damage its
cause in becoming a member of the
European Community. Clearly, one
thing that environmentalists don't
- Continued on Page 10

* Professor Castles, head of the
Public Policy Program at the ANU,
is on study leave in Scandinavia.
position to become a leader in this
field, building on past strengths in
the teaching of Asian languages,
history and politics. This can be
done most effectively with a strong
and independent Asian Studies
Faculty, pooling students, teachers
and facilities together to form a
superior resource base for an "Asia
lobby" within the university.
However, this cannot happen
until people recognise the importance of Asian Studies.
Universities everywhere are
under pressure to trim down due to
Federal budget cuts. It may be politically feasible to chop F A S but
it is not in the ANU's long term
interests. In fact, at this point in
Australia's history it would be a
particularly short-sighted move.
Thomas McCawley
2nd Year Bahasa Indonesia

Reporter correct
the ANU Reporter
(12 May) contained one of the few
accurate print media reports of the
recent visit to the campus by Prime
Minister Paul Keating.
SIGNIFICANTLY,

Worldwide
electronic
audience for
PhD theses
BY AMANDA WALSH

IN the era of electronic communication what better way is there to
reach a worldwide academic audience than through a database?
The Coombs Computing Unit at
thQ ANU has developed an intemationally-accessible database which
matches efficient electronic distribution with the work of researchers
at the University.
As the name suggests, the ANUTheses-Abstracts database has been
created to hold abstracts of graduate
and postgraduate theses written at
the ANU, and make them accessible
via the INTERNET computer network. INTERNET has a worldwide
audience of over two million academics and researchers, and the Theses-Abstracts database operates 24
hours a day free of charge.
The inspiration for the project
came when Dr T Matthew Ciolek of
the Computing Unit discovered that
Orlova University in France had
collected abstracts of every French
PhD thesis since 1973, and held
250,000 of them on compact disc.
On his return to Australia in
March this year, Dr Ciolek set to
work on a similar system for the
ANU. Although his chief task at
the Computing Unit is the publication of work from the Research
Schools of Social Sciences and
Pacific Studies, he decided that this
was the perfect position from which
to create ANU-Theses-Abstracts .
"I thought I could just collect
abstracts from the two schools, but
that's stupid, because the effort is
the same," he said.
According to Dr Ciolek, we have
not yet realised the potential of computers in information processing.
The Theses-Abstracts database
currently holds 22 PhD abstracts.
Participation in the project is voluntary and open to ANU graduates
from all fields of study. Copies of
abstracts can be sent by e-mail to
abstracts@coombs.anu.edu.au or
forwarded to the Coombs Computing Unit on Computer discs.
Mr Keating was here to launch
our book. The Burma-Thailand
Railway: Memory and history.
It seems that most of the journalists who accompanied Mr
Keating on to campus for the launch
assumed that the Prime Minister
would "bash the Brits and flog the
Republic". He did neither.
However, most of the journalists in attendance reported their expectation of what the Prime Minister would say, not what he actually
said.
We spoke to all of the ex-servicemen present for the launch and
they were pleased with Prime Minister' s speech - including those who
would call themselves opponents
of the ALP.
The ex-servicemen who weren't
at the launch and read or saw the
reports of it in the media were furious with the Prime Minister.
Such is life.
Dr Hank Nelson and Professor Gavan McCormack
Division of Pacific and Asian
History, Research School of
Pacific Studies

The science hero with a sideline in short fiction

Susan Serjeantson has
an unusual habit.
As a genetic scientist of international repute she often finds herself
on long flights around the globe.
In-flight, she does not read scientific papers, the airline mags, or
even pulp novels; she does not
watch the movie either. Professor
Serjeantson writes fiction.
"Writing fiction is a terrific escape from the structure of the scientific world, to be able to indulge
in fantasy and also to make some
points."
"I find that I can't do scientific
writing on planes. There is nothing
more deadly than being boxed up
for 12 or 18 hours so that's when I
write fiction, to escape the plane."
Despite being one of Australia's highest scientific achievers,
Professor Serjeantson is not relaxed talking about her private
world of short story writing.
Aside from a few short stories
published in newspapers such as
The Canberra Times, and a controversial story published in the
ANUTECH Prize competition in
this newspaper last year, she has
not attempted to publish her literary efforts further afield.
Last year's short story in ANU
Reporter drew accusations that it
was a tribute to paedophilia. Sue
Serjeantson was both surprised and
saddened at the reaction.
"That reaction merely exemplified what I was writing about, which
was the loss of innocent relationships in our society.
"In Oceania it is perfectly natural
to touch people when you are talking to them, to embrace them. And
in many areas of South-East Asia
men who are friends will walk hand
in hand and there is no problem with
that.
"In western societies we seem to
be fearful that any display of emotion is indicative of some dreadful
sinister motive; we suppress so much
that is innocent," she said.
Unlike her literary endeavours.
Professor Serjeantson's scientific
papers have been read and studied
around the world. Now acting Director of the John Curtin School of
Medical Research at the ANU, she
is one of few women to stand at the
battlements of the nation's ivory
towers.
Her research into the field of
human genetics, and in particular
human population genetics, has
taken her around the world many
times including a few years in Hawaii, where she gained her PhD,
and a total of six years in Papua
New Guinea.
Papua New Guinea was where
her first real work in human population genetics began as fieldwork for
her doctoral thesis which aimed to
see how genes flowed between
groups, to look at marriage patterns,
fertility and mortality and to estimate population inbreeding from the
distribution of genetic markers.
It was also there that Sue
Serjeantson, while lugging a refrigerator up rivers and through
mountainous jungles to collect
blood samples from thousands of
tribespeople, met her future husband, John Serjeantson, a member
of an agricultural patrol and now a
farmer near the ACT.
Twenty-five years and a distinguished career later she sees her
most important work as her contribution to the understanding of the
genetics of human organ transplantation which has enabled donors to
PROFESSOR

be matched more effectively with
recipients.
The work has been recognised
for both its persistence and application by the 1992 Ian Clunies
Ross Science and Technology
Award.
"The contribution in this area
has been ongoing, particularly in
applying new molecular genetic
breakthroughs to the study of transplantation and developing procedures and protocols that can be
used in any international laboratory for the purposes of improving
the match of donor to recipient."

Her most recent recognition of
personal achievement is having
been chosen by the Ian Clunies
Ross Memorial Foundation Special Project as a science "hero".
The project aims to promote
science in the wider community,
but particularly to children, by identifying scientists whose contribution has been such that they can be
held up as role models.
While keen to promote science.
Professor Serjeantson recognises
the task will not be easy.
"Sporting heroes can reach public acclaim very quickly but it is not
as easy for scientists. The idea of
the Clunies Ross Foundation
Project is really aimed at coming
back to that public awareness of
scientific achievements that existed
in Australia after the war.
"After World War II there were
so many heroes in science. Sir Mark
Oliphant pioneered work in radar.
There was Sir Howard Florey,
founder of this School, who shared
the Nobel Prize with two others for
penicillin. His contribution was in
getting penicillin from the laboratory to the field in a form that was
suitable for administering to the
troops .
"That saved thousands of lives
and that was heroic. There are still
many heroic deeds taking place in
science, but I think the public is
looking for something monumental, cures for cancer or diabetes. In
fact, many of the heroic deeds in
science are a small series of brave
steps in fundamental science."
"One of our problems has been
in communicating our achievement
to people, particularly children, in
a way they feel they can emulate or
even want to emulate."
A chat with Susan Serjeantson
elegantly undermines the popular
image of scientists as single, or at

best two-dimensional people; once
her initial nervousness fades, she's
calm, even cosmopolitan, and deals
easily with questions.
Yes, she is aware of public perceptions of scientists as people who
are out of touch and boring. Nerds,
in common parlance. But it is an
imagesherejects, while recognising it
as an issue that needs to be addressed.

"There are two aspects to dealing with the outside world: one is
communicating results to people;
the second is being sufficiently in
touch with the world to know what
the pressing problems are."
"It is now necessary to develop
the skills to communicate because
we have had so many years of keeping to ourselves. So many of us do
not know how to do it well. We
have to work at that," she said.
Nevertheless, she believes the
future for science is better than it
has been for a long time.
"The tertiary entry score for sci-

"The late Sir Peter Medawar, a
Nobel Laureate from England,
wrote in his autobiography that scientists were so dedicated to pursuing hypotheses that they really made
some of the most boring biographies and autobiographies. But in
fact it's not true," Professor
Serjeantson said.
"Most of my colleagues have
hidden talents that sometimes one
discovers very slowly. Scientists are
by definition creative people. However, our greatest weaknesses is in
communicating. Not only is that applicable to science but to all areas of
academia.
"A few years ago scientists were
reluctant to talk to the media, mainly
for fear of criticism from their colleagues that they were promoting
themselves - and that was considered unseemly.
"Now there is more awareness of
having to communicate and there is
no peer pressure stopping scientists
talking to the media and others. In
this school we now have a positive
approach to this, but that was not the
case when I first came here.

ence at the ANU went up this year,
from 70 to 80. That's a good sign
for the 1990s. In the 1980s many of
our best and brightest people were
going into business, commerce and
economics. Hopefully now more
of the whiz-kids with scientific
ability are being attracted to science."
She is also optimistic about the
role and the number of women now
coming into the sciences and senior academia.
In 1968 when she graduated
from the University of NSW with
an honours degree in Applied Science, the Sun-Herald wrote: "Girls
with unusual careers could almost
have been the theme at the Conferring of Degrees ceremony at the
University of NSW on Friday.
There were only five girls among
the 157 students to receive degrees
in Applied Science. Their careers
ranged from industrial chemistry
to the specialisation of animal
breeding and population genetics."
The "girl" with an interest in
animal breeding and population
genetics was Sue Serjeantson.

Profile
BY PETER O ' C O N N O R

Public Lecture On
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"It seems extraordinary now,
from our perspective some 25 years
on that the newspaper thought five
women graduates were sufficient
to provide a theme.
"What a terrible waste of such
an important resource and pool of
talent. These days more than half
of those enrolled in tertiary studies
are women and women are wellrepresented among PhD scholars
in biological and medical sciences.
"This generation is different and
we will all be the richer for it. It is
terribly important to have women
in research because they sometimes
conceive and undertake work that
would rarely be done by men," she
said.
Thanks to her father who was a
mechanical engineer, and unlike
most women of her age, she grew
up in a scientific environment.
However, science was not always
her preferred career option.
"There was always an emphasis
on science, asking why, asking questions. But as a child I was really
more interested in literature particularly when I was at school and thinking about my career options.
"At the end of my fourth year of
high school I had the opportunity to
attend Professor Harry Messel's
Summer School of Science at Sydney University for two weeks.
"This was a great, stimulating
experience, not only in terms of
exposure to the lectures of wellknown scientists such as Julius
Sumner Miller, Tom Gold and
Herman Bondi, but in term3 of
meeting other young people with a
passion for science. One was not as
exceptional, weird, or talented as
one thought.
"This was when I knew I was
going to study science at university."
Professor Harry Messel may
have helped to destroy a great literary career but, 30 years on, Professor Serjeantson has no regrets about
the career decision she made.
"I know it was the right choice
and I consider myself really fortunate in that during my lifetime the
tools that we needed to explore human genetics have been developed.
"Finally in the 1980s we had the
technology and the knowledge to
look directly at genes and it was
almost beyond the imagination that
when I selected my career we would
be able to do what we are doing
now. It has been just an exponential growth in knowledge.
"I feel really lucky and privileged to be here now in 1993 and
that I wasn't bom a hundred years
too early or a hundred years too late.
It has been so exciting, the breakthroughs we have had and the ability
to explore those breakthroughs,"
Professor Serjeantson said.

PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES

ISLAM AND FEMINISM
By Dr M A El-Erian
Emeritus Professor
Date: Saturday, 12 June 1993
Time: 2.45pm
Venue: Crisp Lecture Theatre
3, Crisp Extension, ANU
ALL WELCOME
Refreshments Available
Organised by the ACT
Muslim Women's Welfare
Association

Sponsored by ANUTECH
The A J Birch Lecture

Some Magnetic Moments
to be given by Professor A Pines of the
University of California.
Thursday 24 June 1993 at 8pm
Research School of Chemistry Theatre,
Daley Rd, ANU
ANU Reporter

Wednesday 26 May 1993 - 5

Japan

Japan may get back
Kurils as Russia's
military might wanes Centrifuge
BY D A V I D W A S H I N G T O N

THE withering of Russian military
power could lead to a solution of
the border dispute which has
dogged relations between Russia
and Japan for more than a century,
says the ANU's Geoffrey Jukes.
The dispute over the Kuril island chain, which stretches across
the strait between Japan's northern
tip and the Russian peninsula, has
been running since the middle of
last century.
The failure to resolve the impasse has been a factor in Japan's
refusal to join other major nations
in providing aid to prop up Russia's ailing economy.
However, Mr Jukes, Reader in
International Relations at the
ANU's Research School of Pacific
Studies, said the Kurils dispute
could be resolved by the end of this
decade.
He said the Russian military's
arguments for retaining sovereignty
of the Kurils were "ludicrous" and
were based on strategic imperatives that no longer existed.
The military argues that the Kuril
chain should remain in Russian
hands to ensure passage of Russian
warships from the Sea of Okhotsk
to the Pacific. The military says
that the sea freezes around the northem Kurils and the southern passages are required.
However, Mr Jukes said that
because of peculiarities of currents,
the passages between the southern
islands actually froze, and the northem passages rerhained free of ice
all year round.
The dispute over the islands was
first brought into focus in 1853,
when Japan met with a Russian
admiral sent by the Tsar to attempt
to delimit the frontier between the
two nations.
What followed was a series of
negotiations and deals involving
the Kurils and the island of
Sakhalin, the southem half of which
was given to the Russians.
Japan won back the southem
half of the island in the 1930s, but
in 1945 Stalin took back the whole
of Sakhalin and the Kuril chain.
In 1954 a resolution to the dispute appeared imminent, with Russia prepared to hand back two of
the Kuril islands. However, Mr

Jukes said it did not suit the US to
have Japan and Russia patch up its
differences.
Then US Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles threatened to refuse
to hand back sovereignty over
Okinawa and the deal between Japan and Russia collapsed.
^'Formally, Japan and Russia are
still at war," Mr Jukes §aid. "They
still have no peace treaty."
To further complicate matters,
in 1951 Japan formally gave up the
Kurils, but did not say it was giving
sovereignty to the Russians. Henceforth, Japan has never recognised
Russian sovereignty.
Mr Jukes said the situation in
Russia today was unique: two empires had collapsed this century
(the Russian empire and the Soviet
Union) basically within the same
geographical boundaries.
Unlike the collapse of other
empires, such as the British empire, Russia still retained about
three-quarters of its previous territory.
"About the only fact they can be
proud of is that their country is still
the largest in the world," Mr Jukes
said.
"Because they have only lost a
quarter of their territory (in the
break-up of the Soviet Union) they
still have a lot of territory to defend. They can cut their defences
significantly without a major peace
treaty.
"Yeltsin and the government
believe that the climate has
changed. But the military have been
brought up to believe that the enemy is the US, NATO and Japan.
"So they have their doubts about
whether the situation has changed
as much as everyone says it has."
In the face of these lingering
fears, the military has to contend
with the degradation of its equipment, due to Russia's economic
crisis.
"On the military's own admission, the Pacific fleet has lost half
its ships in the past three years
because it can' t afford to have them
repaired," he said.
The first Soviet nuclear-powered aircraft carriers to compete
with the US Navy's massive carriers were being built in the Ukraine
when the Soviet Union broke up.

POPULATION
"No matter what your cause, it's a lost cause
if we don't control human numbers"
(Paul Ehrlich)
We are the only Australian environmental group
concentrating on this issue. Reducing
individual impact is not enough - help
us press for reduced numbers, here
and globally.
For a newsletter, our objectives, or a
membership form - Australians for an Ecologically
Sustainable Population, PO Box 1875 Canberra
ACT 2601. Phone (06) 2531860 Fax (06) 2512747.
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Aust. calls for contrition hypocritical
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is called ongaeshi, which means
paying back your obligations.
"I know of a man who, ever
since the war, has sponsored young
Chinese as apprentices or students
to study in Japan. When one finishes and goes back to China he
brings another out, paying for their
training and education.

Work has stopped on those carriers
and the Ukrainians have cleared
the slipway to allow commercial
work.
*'The military has developed a bit
of a siege mentality," Mr Jukes said.
"They see that they have to defend this vast periphery with reduced resources. What's happening over the Kurils is a case in
point.
"They haven't adjusted to the
new situation. They're still in a
state of shock."
The result is the military's nonsensical arguments to retain sovereignty.
Mr Jukes said the Russian military presence on the Kurils was no
longer necessary and the base at
Murmansk, on the northern coast
of European Russia, was capable
of taking over this role.

"You have soldiers who served
in Manchuria offering incense
every day on their family altars for
the people they killed in China 45
or 50 years ago. A group of veterans who fought in Burma recently
took back a new ambulance to the
area they had occupied.
"Many old soldiers do not like to
make public this process of expunging guilt or taking responsibility for
their crimes, as they do not want to
implicate old comrades, particularly
their officers. It tends to be done at
a personal level," she said.
Similarly, while Australians concentrate on the fact that the Japanese
education system refuses to recognise wartime atrocities, Ms Trott
says there is no shortage of 1 iterature
available which takes an objective
stance on wartime history.
"Historians in Japan have been
prolific. There are huge numbers

The Pacific fleet is in an advanced state of deterioration. Twothirds of the Russian's 60 nuclear
missile capable submarines are to
be scrapped and all of the submarines in the Pacific fleet will be 20
years old or more by 2002. Twothirds of the aircraft in the Pacific
fleet will also be more than 20
years old by the end of the decade
and have not been refitted since
they were commissioned.

Ms Trott says that while the
Japanese excised the military from
their national conscience as they
strove to come to grips with a postw a r identity, Australians are now
looking towards military exploits
as a way of defining ours.
She says Australians should reject the apparent attempts of Prime
Minister Paul Keating to build a
republican national identity on military-based myths of the First and
Second World Wars or the betrayal
of old allies like Britain and the US.
"Such an identity would be exclusive and backward-looking. Any
military history is predominantly

men's history; ours also excludes
many people of non-British origins," she said.
"We should look to all our citizens - Aborigines, pioneers, settlers, recent immigrants - and the
building of a free and tolerant society as a basis for building a republican national identity," she said.
"We want to build an open, pluralistic society, firmly founded on
the values of liberty, equality and
justice: genuine mateship and a fair
go for everyone, if you will.

on Aborigines. We have to mourn
those people who died. Perhaps we
have to have a tomb of the unknown Koori if you like," she said.
"It also means we must go
through the same process regarding Vietnam."
Ms Trott also believes that Australia is not bringing the same intellectual rigour and level of public
debate to defining a new identity as
the Japanese generated during the
Meiji era in their own search for a
role in the modem world.

"Australians have rich, diverse
histories, and have suffered many
hardships. This is more than enough
to create the sort of myths a nation
needs to build its own identity, and
in our case, a new republican identity," she said.

"In the first 20 years of this
process there was a tremendous
volume of knowledge, languages,
ideologies, philosophies and religious faiths from everywhere.
There was also a flood of ideas
about who you could be as an individual.

However, she says part of this
process we must come to terms
with are our own national atrocities
and periods of historical shame,
ironically something that many
Australians continue to call on the
Japanese to do.
"If we wish to formulate a truly
independent idea of nationhood we
must come to terms with our past
and that means we have to acknowledge that white settlers made war

"During that period the Japanese were probably one of the most
informed and thinking populations
that have ever existed. In the long
run they made some wrong choices
but the process was vitally important.
"We should be going through a
similar process now but we are not
taking it on, we are not being intellectually alive about it," she said.

ANU in major restoration of
17th Century Japanese city
BY LIZ T Y N A N

THE Research School of Pacific
Studies at the ANU is participating
in the restoration of a 17lh Century
town in Japan, in a project which
will focus on a unique microcosm
of feudal society.

"By the end of this decade the
Sea of Okhotsk will no longer be
important - that's probably when
the Kurils dispute will be resolved,"
he said.
Meanwhile, the dispute has
made the Japanese very reluctant
to provide anything beyond humanitarian aid to the Russians.
"The Japanese are resentful of
attempts [by the G-7] to force them
to contribute to assistance packages," Mr Jukes said.
He said Japan would probably
contribute some aid to the central
Asian states which were formerly
part of the Soviet Union. This would
serve to show the Russians "what
they are missing".

A stone basin in the form of an old coin, Ryoan-fitmple, Kyoto

A new phase in the Australia-Japani relationship
The recent visit of Japanese Prime
Minister, Kiichi Miyazawa, to Canberra marks a significant new phase
in the Australia-Japan relationship,
according to the Executive Director of the Australia-Japan Research
Centre (A-JRC), Professor Peter
Drysdale.
Professor Drysdale says Japan
is by far Australia's most important trading partner. It has been
Australia's largest export market
since the late 1960s and Australia's
second largest source of imports
since the eariy 1970s.
Japan has also become Australia's most important market for tourism and is the second largest foreign
investor in the Australian economy.
Australia's manufactured exports to Japan alone are now larger
than total Australian exports to the
United Kingdom.

of books on the War. Although this
has not been acknowledged by the
education authorities it has been
acknowledged by historians and
by the people," she said.
According to Ms Trott there is
also material available about the
way other nations in the region
perceived Japan's role in the War.
Last year in Tokyo she was given
two new texts written by a Japanese school principal which were
translations and illustrations from
school history textbooks from countries throughout Asia, showing the
brutality and suffering under Japanese occupation.

This diversification of economic
links has been accompanied by
more extensive contacts between
Australians and Japanese (including educational exchanges) and
increased cooperation between the
two governments on a wide range
of international affairs.
Yet despite the scale and intensity of bilateral interests between
the two c o u n t r i e s . P r o f e s s o r
Drysdale says bilateral issues were
hardly on the agenda in the discussions between the two Prime Ministers when they met here at the
beginning of the month.
This contrasts markedly with the
focus on fractious bilateral issues
when Prime Minister Miyazawa met
US President Clinton in Washington just before coming to Canberra.
"Australia and Japan are developing a very important Asia Pacific

partnership". Professor Drysdale said.
"Prime Minister Miyazawa's visit was an
historic first in its focus on common regional and
international interests, especially the completion of the Uruguay Round of trade negotiations,
trans-Pacific trade issues, and the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) initiative."
A key issue is tension in the United StatesJapan trade relationship around the large imbalances in bilateral and global trade.
Talk in the United States of "managed trade"
solutions to these problems could be damaging
to Australia's trading interests in Japan and other
markets in East Asia, if deals were struck which
gave the United States preferred access over
other suppliers.
In Washington, Prime Minister Miyazawa
declared that Japan would not enter any "managed trade" deals.
In Canberra Prime Ministers Miyazawa and
Keating stressed the potential of APEC as a
vehicle for open regionalism, supportive of
progress in GATT-consistent trade liberalisation and deeper economic integration, regionally

^and globally, beyond the Uruguay Round.
This is a critical year for APEC, with the
lUnited States in the chair and the interest in
; progress on a substantial agenda for regional
icooperation and negotiation.
; Like the United States, Australia also has a
roig stake in continuing liberalisation of East
Asian markets.
Some important market restrictions remain in
Japan, notably on rice and in services trade.
1 But it will be better for Australia and the
J gion if bilateral negotiations, such as those
'Ooming between Japan and the United States,
are settled within the framework of existing
multilateral arrangements, and APEC aims to
Provide a clear reference point for regional setlements that will not damage third countries.
J While in Canberra, Prime Minister Miyazawa
underlined the importance of an "Australian
Australia" as a valuable friend and important
partner for Japan as it assumes a larger role in
Asia Pacific economic cooperation.
- Continued on Page 11

The p r o j e c t
to
restore
Matsushiro owes much to the fascination that a young ANU Asian
Studies undergraduate felt when
he first visited the area 20 years
ago. That 1970s undergraduate now
is Foundation Professor of Japanese at the University of Melbourne
and formeriy of the Division of
Pacific and Asian History at the
Research School of Pacific Studies
(RSPacS), P r o f e s s o r William
Coaldrake.
RSPacS, in association with
Professor Coaldrake, will have a
part in restoring the town to reflect
as much as possible the spirit of its
history. The work is to be completed to coincide with the 1998
Winter Olympics to be held at
Nagano, only a short distance away.
Young Bill Coaldrake was intrigued by Matsushiro when he visited in 1973 and he took hundreds
of photographs and made many
drawings. Change had already
started to overtake Matsushiro and
since then many parts of the old
town have been obliterated or defaced with the construction of
carparks, supermarkets, wire fences
and other manifestations of westem-style progress. Now, Professor
Coaldrake's photos and drawings
will help put it back the way it was,
but maintaining it as a living community as well.
Professor Coaldrake said the
Japanese people are very conscious
of preserving their rich heritage.
"There's always been a tradition of
preservation," he said. "For a while

the rapid change and rebuilding put
aside those traditions, but now they
are re-evaluating their progress and
recognising the intimate relationship between people and place.
"There also have been very
strong government measures in
place, particularly for the preservation of individual buildings, but
more particulariy since the 1980s
the preservation of historic districts," he said.
"As a result, there are at least 15
areas in Japan that are now historic
districts protected from development, and financial support is given
for the renovation and preservation
of the historic buildings and the
streetscape."
The impetus has come from three
different levels, according to Professor Coaldrake. There are a
number of local community-based
organisations, and in some of the
older historic cities like Nara these
groups have been campaigning for
10 or 15 years for assistance in
preserving their heritage and resisting the impact of road widening
and the construction of shopping
centres in historic areas.
Also, local government is sensitive to citizens' movements and
mostly works effectively with them.
Importantly, the national government attitude has changed from 10
years ago when the emphasis was
on preserving individual buildings
and elements of high culture. It
now embi^ces a wider view of restoration and preservation.
According
to
Professor
Coaldrake, these three dimensions
have come together to provide the
community and political will to
ensure historic areas are kept intact
for the future.
Matsushiro is a former castle
town nestling in the valley of the

Chikuma River in the rugged central Japan Alps. The awe-inspiring
natural setting has had a powerful
impact in moulding the sense of
identity and the local culture of the
inhabitants. Even the samurai, who
made up a large part of the town's
eariy population, played a strong
role in agriculture.
Although feudalism was abolished in 1872, the samurai heritage
is still a proud one, and vestiges
may be seen in the social hierarchy
that still exists in Matsushiro, said
Professor Coaldrake.
Presently the population is
thought to be about 15,000, half
what it was during the 1960s. The
powerful magnet of Tokyo has been
drawing people away since the end
of the Second World War and now
the majority of residents of
Matsushiro are middle-aged or elderiy.
Professor Coaldrake is hopes that
a revival will take place in the town,
bringing back traditional industries
such as silk making and production
of soybean paste, and that, with more
jobs, the younger people will choose
to live there again.
Because for some years the town
has been inhabited mainly by older
people, preservation of buildings a labour-intensive activity - has
run down. Also the area has been
swept up to a certain extent in the
technological revolution which has
been transforming Japan in the postw a r era. "However, Matsushiro is
something of a backwater and the
rate of destruction has been slower
than for the rest of Japan," Professor Coaldrake said.
Now the seemingly inexorable
decay has been halted. "There has
been concerted progress on working towards resuscitating the place
as a living community, to recreate

and reconstruct the integrity of the
historical environment," said Professor Coaldrake.
The Winter Olympics, he said,
were "both a threat and a challenge".
"In the first flush of Olympic
enthusiasm there was much talk of
high-rise hotels being built in
Matsushiro. Fortunately the reality of what that would do became
apparent and now there will be no
high-rise buildings," he said.
What there will be is a return,
wherever possible, to the look and
feel of the old Matsushiro, and Professor Coaldrake's photos and drawings will help make that possible.
"My photos and drawings are
helping to fill in the missing pieces,"
he said. "At the time I took the
pictures I was very sad, because I
could see that the town was being
allowed to run down."
Now he has the satisfaction of
seeing the reverse process occurring. He is involved in the technical
side of planning and drawing for
the restoration, and will participate
even more intimately by helping
with the carpentry, as a former
master builder.
Apart from Professor Coaldrake,
the RSPacS project will involve
Professor Mark Elvin, who heads
the School's History of the Environment in China and Japan Project,
and Project research assistant Dr
Susan Tyler.
By the end of the work, the team
will have produced a number of
scholarly works, and also a book
for more general distribution covering the cultural and historical significance of the restoration and a
film for general release, perhaps to
be shown in conjunction with television coverage of the Winter Olympics.
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ANUTECH
Lemons and
oranges
Purdy sucks lemons. I have seen
her in the staffroom when she thinks noone is looking. Her desk is hidden behind
the Year 8 bookshelf, but I have seen her
with her mouth pinched in bittersweet
delight.
Relations in the English staffroom are
strained. Yesterday Janet Purdy was found
weeping after school.
Someone postulated that a blind date
had rejected her. Picture the tragic
scene...after a drawn-out evening in a
mediocre restaurant arranged by a dating
agency, Miss Purdy is told by a virtual
stranger that, after all, she is not what he
is after. She is not up to scratch. Neither
young nor pretty. Poor, mousy Miss Purdy,
Martin Havelock says, unloved and middle-aged.
It is a great temptation to weave such
tales and pass them on to an attentive
audience, where they gather their own
momentum. The truth is, I saw Mrs Stone
pounce on little Janet Purdy yesterday.
This is a much more likely cause for her
despair. I presume Miss Purdy is delectable prey for such a grim,- lean creature as
Mrs Stone.
First, it was the reports, for Janet was
famous for donating As to her students
where Mrs Stone gave Cs.
"What is the meaning of this, Janet?"
asked Mrs Stone loudly in the lunch hour.
Angelo is making steady progress'!"
read Mrs Stone, "What exactly does this
mean? This is virtually the same thing you
said last term and you know perfectly well
there has been no improvement at all.
None of his other teachers have passed
him. We all know Angelo Castellari is a
dunce."
"But, Margaret - " the Mouse began.
"No. You are too soft, Janet, far too
soft. You will not help anyone by it,
despite what you might think."
At this, poor Janet scurried from the
room.
There is an odd glitter that creeps into
Mrs Stone's eyes at moments such as
these, and her back becomes slightly
hunched, which does not diminish her
stature in the least as Margaret is very tall.
I have observed her in class bending over
her students with similar intent.
Janet Purdy does, however, scurry.
There is no other word for it. She scurries
JANET

The ANUTECH Prize is sponsored by ANUTECH, the ANU's marketing arm. Th^ ANUReporter will publish this year selected
entries in the Prize competition. The winning story will receive a Macintosh Classic II and word processing software to the value
of $3000. The closing date for the competition is Wednesday 30 June 1993. Only stories printed in Reporter will be on the
short-list. Manuscripts will not be returned. Stories should not have been published previously. Length: approximately 1700
words. Stories are sent to the judges anonymously. The stories we print will not carry the names of the authors because of the
judges' request for anonymity. ThenamesofaUthepublishedauthors will be listed when the ultimate winner is amiouncedi^
on 8 December 1993.
to her classes like a neurotic rodent. The
Mouse, as we call her, is always hurrying
along to the Headmaster's office with one
of her naughty, smirking boys. The frequency of such visits has led to the false
view that Miss Purdy takes these opportunities to flirt with the Principal of the
School.
Our Headmaster, Thomas Dimpson
Clarke, considers himself a distinguished
man. It is known that he is about to retire.
He speaks with the prim grace of a practically dead generation, and is afraid of
women.
He says "Thank you, my dear Ms
Jacowski", speaking my name with chillingly correct articulation. However painful the experience, whenever he is in the
company of women, Thomas Dimpson
Clarke insists it is his pleasure. "Not at all,
my dear Ms Jacowski. My foot was in
your way. Think nothing of it. I am Your
Servant" (and he almost bowed!).
"Dear Madam" he says to the grim
Mrs Stone. I always think of Mrs Stone as
the Headmaster's Madam. With him she
is delicately disarming, for she never quite
knows whether she is being flattered or
patronised. Mrs Stone, as you might have
guessed, is not my favourite character. In
fact, I would almost go so far as to describe her as The Enemy.
"Mzzzz Jacowski" says Mrs Stone,
with a razor blade between her teeth "We
expect our Teachers to set an example to
our students. Neat, proper dress commands Respect."
She refers to my lightweight top, which
has no sleeves, and underneath which I
wear no bra. The way she pronounces my
name - Ja-cow-ski- makes me think of a
bovine skier on a slippery descent.
Mrs Stone is the Senior English
Teacher, which means in the English Staff
room that she has the desk next to the
window. She also has an inconvenient
monopoly on dictionaries. So, I have stolen three from her classroom which I keep
hidden in my briefcase. It is my opinion
that she and Mr Steiglitz are In League.
The children call Mr Steiglitz 'Old
Sticky' because he is the end point of any
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misdemeanour, and 'Stickblitz' because
he institutes sudden raids on unsuspecting classrooms. Mr Steiglitz is the Assistant Principal. He is a considerably more
ferocious proposition than Headmaster
Thomas who prefers people to think of
him as essentially gentle and urbane, so
he can frighten them unexpectedly into
obedience. As a last resort he uses Mr
Steiglitz as his bully. Old Sticky seems
only too happy to oblige.
Once, when Angelo Castellari had
thrown a soccer ball through the canteen
window he was summoned to an inquisition by Mrs Stone and Mr Steiglitz. It was
known that they shared views regarding
discipline. Angelo was caned. In theory,
only Headmaster Thomas could administer this punishment, but the responsibility
for such matters was handed down to
Sticky. It was not that Headmaster Thomas
was squeamish. One rather had the impression he considered the actual administration of corporal punishment undignified.
Angelo Castellari was nevertheless
undaunted and six weeks later beat up
Phillip Trout - by accident he claimed!
Many of the students were very admiring
of this achievement since Phillip Trout
was a year older than Angelo, and allegedly the school bully.
During Friday afternoon drinks in the
Staff Common Room, Margaret Stone
was heard declaring, seriously, "I tried
talking to that boy, Angelo, but he's just
too thick to understand". I am sure she
considered she had failed him.
In the English Staffroom things are on
edge. It is to do with tenure. Tenure means
security, which is something not all that
many of us have. Despite what we tell our
students, it is competition, not cooperation, that defines our goals.
Janet Purdy is the end at which we all
fear we shall arrive. As a result, we are not
kind to her. And so, she struggles on in
spite of her trials, worrying all the while.
Janet worries about the noise that
emanates from her classroom. She worries about her students' grades. She thinks
that if they do not improve, she will be out

of a job. This means she would be back on
the temporary teachers list; a fate which
all of us abhor. She therefore considers
herself at the mercy of Mrs Stone, and
perhaps maintains her mawkishness in
order to provide indispensable fodder for
that woman's appetite.
The other thing, that made poor Janet
cry, occurred last week. Apparently she
Lost Control. The class - all well-known
stirrers - was in uproar when Mrs Stone
slammed in. Immediately there was silence. This was not the first time Mrs
Stone had captured enemy airplanes.
I was informed of this by Martin
Havelock, the art teacher, whose studio is
next door to Janet's room. He has frighteningly sharp ears and a taste for gossip
only exceeded by his taste for pickled
cucumbers, which he consumes at lunchtime (from the jar) with considerable relish. And, I am afraid, he fancies me. He is
always passing on information without a
scrap of solicitation on my part. For some
reason he assumes that it will interest me.
It was after Janet Purdy so badly Lost
Control of her class that the notes began.
They appeared in the top drawer of her
desk, typed on one of the school's old
Olivettis. The first one read: "Is it really
worth it. Miss Purdy? There must be more
to life than this. Have you considered
Librarianship? A Friend."
Janet showed this to me after school,
when the others had gone home. She had
been weeping, for her eyes were red.
"I'm being harassed" she said, miserably. "I am being pushed out." Then,
blowing her nose resolutely "Well, I will
not go!"
The next one said: "No animosity intended, Miss Purdy, but perhaps teaching
is not the profession for you. What about
further study? I believe you have an inquiring mind. A Friend."
On the third day, the notemaker tried
a different approach. "I am trying to be
positive. Miss Purdy, but this simply cannot continue. Surely you see you were
meant for higher things. An Admirer."
Janet was rather pleased by this one.

The school quickly caught wind of the
notes. Janet dutifully mentioned them to
Headmaster Thomas, and the news had
spread. In the corridor as she passed the
spiky clumps of students, someone would
invariably call out "Who' s your boyfriend?
Miss Purdy."
"Perhaps she's writing them herself."
Mrs Stone suggested cunningly, when
she thought only Mr Steiglitz was listening.
It was easy, though dangerous, to become carried away. The next note read
"My circumstances do not allow me to
reveal myself I greatly admire you from
my obscure comer and assure you I have
only your interests at heart. I urge you to
be kinder to yourself There are others
who need your gentle skills. A Fond Admirer."
Martin Havelock came up to the English Department last Friday after school
and invited me out for a drink. He asked
me some interesting questions about my
ideas on the relationship between Fact
and Fiction - Art and Reality - that sort of
thing. He wondered whether I didn' t think
fictional narrative just a touch more exciting and malleable than Truth. I told him
instead that I like gardening because earth
is something you can really get a grip on.
Which was a lie, since I am a nocturnal
creature and can't stand the sun. Well, I
had to throw him off somehow.
We shared a bottle of beer. I told him
the story of how my one-time flat-mate
disappeared forever with our rent money
hidden in her shoe. He told me a story
about Margaret Stone, which concerns
chewing gum. Let me share it with you; it
has a certain, gritty quality.
One morning this wonderfully gluey
substance was found in greying globules
on the Senior English Teacher's desk.
This raised her fury, as gum was forbidden in the School, and in any case she
detested that inexorable subculture sign,
the adolescent chew.
Later on, in class, Mrs Stone accosted
the first student she saw cudding gum.
"Take the gum out of your mouth,"
she suggested in her usual gentle fashion.
"Now, get out your pencil sharpener."
All the students were issued with
sharpeners like little plastic jars, with the
blade set into a screw top so the peelings
could fall into the container. "Now," she
said, "put the gum inside and give it a
good shake. There. Take it out. Now, put
it in your mouth and chew that. Well,
- Continued on Page 10
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Monday 31 May
CSA Gallery. New Art From
China - Post-Mao
Product.
Seven young and mid-career
artists express attitudes towards
Chinese tradition and its relationship to the late 20th Century. Curated for the Art Gallery of New South Wales by
Claire Roberts, Curator of
Asian Decorative Art, Powerhouse Museum, Sydney. CSA.
Foyer Gallery. Elspeth Lamb.
An exhibition of work by visiting British printmaker. Until
19 June. CSA.
P h o t o s p a c e . John Hurrell.
Work by Artist-in-Residence
in the CSA Foundation Workshop. Until 4 June. CSA.
Wednesday 2 June
Artforum. Photographic Fact
- M a r t y n J o l l y , H e a d of
PhotomediaWorkshop. "Photographs do not have fixed
meanings. From the antiseptic
'white cube' of the modernist
gallery space to the dusty arI chival filing cabinet, photo-
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graphic meanings change in
response to the expectations of
the viewer." 1pm. CSA.
Honours Recital - Ysolt Clark,
horn, with Colleen RaeGerrard, piano. 11.30am.
Llewellyn Hall. Admission
free. CSM.
Thursday 3 June
Artforum Fringe. Euan
McLeod, a New Zealand-bom
painter now living in Sydney,
is the Artist-in-Residence with
CSA Painting Workshop for
the second half of the semester.
12 noon. CSA.
Australian Composers Series
2 - Keith Humble. Works for
piano, violin, cello and flute.
A s s o c i a t e artists: L e o n a r d
Dommett, Vernon Hill, David
Pereira, Susanne Powell, Colleen Rae-Gerrard. 8.15pm.
RR3. Admission: $6 and $4
(concessions and Friends) at
the door. CSM.
Saturday 5 June
Carillon Recital - William
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The Institute of the Arts (ITA) at the ANU
comprises the Canberra School of Art (CSA),
the Canberra School of Music (CSM) and the
Australian Centre for the Arts and Technology (ACAT). Most entries in Arts Diary relate
to the three schools but any organisations or
individuals with an association with the University or the Schools are welcome to submit
information for publication. The deadline
for D i a r y e n t r i e s for t h e n e x t i s s u e is
5 p m o n M o n d a y 31 May, a n d w i l l b e f o r
t h e p e r i o d 14 June to 27 June i n c l u s i v e .
Further information please contact Clare
Bayada, ANU Reporter, x 2 1 0 6.
Fraser. 2.45 - 3.30pm. Aspen
Island. CSM.
Sunday 6 June
Carillon Recital - William
Fraser. 2.45 - 3.30pm. Aspen
Island. CSM.
Monday 7 June
Concert by students in the
Preparatory course. 6pm. RR3.
Admission free. CSM.
Postgraduate Final Recital -

Kate Bowan, piano. 8.15pm.
Llewellyn Hall. Admission
free. CSM.

Tuesday 8 June
Photospace. Euan McLeod.
Work completed during a residency in the CSA Painting
Workshop. Until 11 June. CSA.
Music
at
Lunchtime.
12.30pm. University House.
Admission: $8.50 includes buf-

fet lunch, wine and coffee.
CSM.
Wednesday 9 June
Carillon Recital - William
Fraser. 12.45 - 1.30pm. Apsen
Island. CSM.
Honours Recital - Peter
Wiseman, trumpet. 2pm. RR3.
Admission free. CSM.
N i c h o l a s M e d t n e r (18801951). Angela Giblin, mezzosoprano, and Geoffrey Tozer,
piano, present songs and piano
music. 6pm. RR3. Admission:
$6 and $4 (concessions and
Friends) at the door. CSM.
Thursday 10 June
Scholarship Concerts - varied p r o g r a m by s t u d e n t s
awarded scholarships at the
CSM. 6pm & 7.30pm. RR3.
CSM.
Friday 11 June
CSA Gallery. Who Do You
Take Me For? Photo and videobased work by British and Australian artists which explores

the marginalisation caused by
cultural displacement, gender,
class and sexuality. Curated by
Clare Williamson for the Institute of Modem Art, Queensland.
Scholarship Concert - varied
program by students awarded
scholarships at the CSM. 6pm.
RR3. CSM.
Saturday 12 June
C a r i l l o n Recital - Astrid
Bowler. 2.45 - 3.30pm. Aspen
Island. CSM.
Sunday 13 June
C a r i l l o n Recital - Astrid
Bowler. 2.45 - 3.30pm. Aspen
Island. CSM.

Visitors
K e i t h H u m b l e , composer
CSM. 31 May until 4 June.
CSM.
John Hurrell, New Zealand.
Artist-in-Residence in the CSA
Foundation Workshop for the
first semester. CSA.
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Books and Arts

Performance book tackles
neglected area of aesthetics
BY GEOFFREY

BORNY

FOR an Audience is an important
book because, as its sub-title states,
it is " A Philosophy of the Performing Arts".
It explicates what is in effect a
much needed modem poetics of
performance. Paul Thom is particularly suited to the task of writing on this neglected area of aesthetics as he is not only a professional philosopher but is also an
extremely gifted musician and an
experienced actor.
The most positive result of this
breadth of knowledge and experience is that Thom avoids the major
weakness that vitiates much socalled performance criticism today,
that weakness being an ignorance
of the nature of the performing arts
discipline that results from many
current performance critics having
little or no first-hand acquaintance
with performance itself.
When one adds the fact that
many current performance theorists are trained in the discipline of
literature and not that of philosophy one can see another reason
why a book about the nature of the
performing arts written by someone with Thom's qualifications is
so welcome.
Thom begins by briefly outlining
the philosophical history of the perceived relationship between dramatic and musical art works and
their performance. He demonstrates
how traditional aesthetic theory from
Aristotle to the present day has
tended to privilege the "work" over
"performance". It is Aristotle in his

For an Audience
by Paul Thom

Temple University Press

Poetics who is one of the most powerful representatives of a long critical tradition that has undervalued
performance. He claimed with great
assurance that: "The Spectacle has,
indeed, an emotional attraction of its
own, but, of all the parts, it is the
least artistic, and connoted least with
the art of poetry. For the power of
Tragedy, we may be sure, is felt
even apart from representation and
actors. Besides, the production of
spectacular effects depends more on
the art of the stage machinist than on
that of the poet."
Thom cites the 18th-century
German philosopher Immanuel
Kant as one of the more influential
writers who have perpetuated the
distinction between the author, who
creates a work, and the technician,
who merely performs that work.
The author is always seen in such a
distinction as being of superior
worth to the performer: "Corresponding to the distinction between
poesies (making) and praxis (doing), Kant distinguishes as objects
of these verves opus (what is made,
the work) and effects (what is done).
Art, he alleges, exists only where
works are made. Where things are
merely done, we have not art but
nature."
From this aesthetic standpoint
Hervert von Karajan and the members of the Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra "merely do" Beethoven' s
"work" when they perform his Fifth
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Symphony and Peter Brook and
the members of the Royal Shakespeare Company likewise are necessarily allotted the ancillary role
of mere "executant courses" as
though, by definition, this relegated
them to a secondary level of importance.
Thom's book, amongst other
things, involves a philosophical
analysis of the nature and function
of performance and results in the
author arguing convincingly for a
radical re-evaluation and re-positioning of the aesthetic status of the
performer. A significant stage in
his argument is the distinction that
needs to be made between "works
of art" which Thom notes "are essentially products and they are essentially for beholding" — paintings or sculpture for example - and
"works for performance" which he
defines as "the directed content of
a performance directive".
What this implies is that a "work
for performance" is "authored", but
that such authoring produces not a
finished object but a series of instructions that are to be carried out
by performers. So scripts and
scores, in effect, direct what is to be
done. Significantly, scores and
scripts do not, and cannot by their
very nature, supply all of the specifications for performance. The performer is never merely an executant
but is inevitably an interpreter.

For an Audience, besides establishing the centrality of the performer's contribution to the creation of a work for performance,
also provides a convincing defence
of the author against the kind of
post-modem deconstructivist critical argument that asserts that the
author has no contribution to make
in the creation of the work for performance. Thom's carefully argued
thesis certainly points out the logical weakness of those literary theories that accept Barthes's claim that
the author is dead. The conclusions
Thom arrives at in his book seem to
me to be both balanced and convincing:
"Although post-modern performance aesthetics, in seeking to
discredit the traditional notion of
the work of art and to valorise performance, has undoubtedly succeeded in the latter (by vindicating
the aesthetic status of performance),
it has not succeeded in the former.
The work for performance is alive
and well; and so, as a consequence,
is representation."
Thom's book combines erudition and cogent argument with a
pleasingly lucid style that is occasionally highlighted by the use of
amusing examples to illustrate his
argument. I recommend it to anyone who is seriously interested in
literary theory and aesthetics in
general and the performing arts in
particular.
* Dr Geoffrey J Borny is a Senior
Lecturer in the Department of Modern European Languages and Convener of the Drama Program.

tuggeranong parkway
by Marle-Lotdse Ayers
shuttling from home to work
separated by twenty miles

[What costs $15 once only
and can save you 13% eveiy
time you buy a book?
Co-op membership!

Join today for
lifetime benefits
Co-op Bookshop,
Concessions Area, ANU
Open 9-5 seven days
Ph: 249 6244/X3550

Who Wrote It?
" T o the memory of my brother
(...) who shared with me the planning of this book, but did not share
the writing.
I think of it as it should have
been, with its prolixities docked,
its dullnesses enlivened, its fads
eliminated, its truths multiplied. He
had a nimbler wit, a better sense of
proportion, and a more open mind,
than his twelve-year-older partner;
and it is a matter of regret that we
had not, at a certain point, arranged
our undertakings otherwise than
we did.
In 1911 we started work simultaneously on the Pocket Oxford
Dictionary and this book; living
close together, we could, and did,
compare notes; but each was to get
one book into shape by writing its
first quarter or half; and so much
only had been done before the war.
The one in which, as the less mechanical, his ideas and contributions would have had much the
greater value had been assigned, by
ill chance, to me. In 1918 he died,
aged 47, of tuberculosis contracted
during service with the B.E.F. in
1915-16.
The present book accordingly
contains none of his actual writing;
but, having been designed in consultation with him, it is the last fruit
of a partnership that began in 1903
with our translation of Lucian."

We received no correct entries
for the last Who Wrote it?
The author of the passage no
one could identify was Malcolm
Bradbury in his spoof of Iris
Murdoch, Who do you think you are?
This of course means that the $30
voucher for goods and services from
University House, which includes
the excellent Boffins restaurant, jackpots to $60. To be in the running to
collect, simply identify the author of
the above passage.

Debaters win

seeing
the harvested pine plantation
the hills desolated
leached barren
behind that screen, a few trees deep.
it was thick green
seemed lush
European
imagining an Autobahn, hemmed in by pines,
a journey rich with the past
a place where Peter, or the wolf might hide.
no wolves there, no Peters now.
no bunyips, possimis, lizards, flying foxes
- only rabbits, blackberries

THE A N U Debating Society, winners of the 1993 award for Best
Speaker at the World Universities
Debating Championships have
again begun their competitive year
well, by winning the 1993 Easter
Tournament, held at Macquarie
University over the Easter long
weekend.
The Easter Tournament is an
annual intervarsity debating competition, specifically designed for
"novice" debaters who have not
attended a university competition
before.
This year 24 debating teams participated, representing most Australian universities. The A N U sent
three teams. Both of the other A N U
teams reached the quarter finals.

Reviews! Reviews!

and bedless teenagers
in furtive
freezing
condomed car clinches

Staff and students who have recently published books are reminded that ANU Reporter has a
readership of 25,000. Get us a
review copy of your book - let
our readers know what you think.
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ACADEMIC DIARY: 31 May -13 June

Diary entries for the
n e x t i s s u e c l o s e at 5 p m
o n M o n d a y 3 1 May, a n d
will b e f o r the p e r i o d
14June t o 27 J u n e inclusive. Please assist by
submitting ALL diary
entries on the forms
available f r o m University P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s .
F o r m s d e t a i l i n g acad e m i c diary c u t o f f s and
classified deadlines for
1993 are available f r o m
Public Relations or by
phoning x2106.
Monday 31 May
Urban Research Program, Research School of Social Sciences, Sem. Dr Andrew Hopkins,
"The impact of workers' compensation on health & safety".
11 am. Sem Rm D, Coombs Bldg.
Linguistics, Faculty of Arts,
Sem. Kaori Matsuda, "The classification of Japanese adjectives".
2 - 3.30pm. Rm 2135, John
Dedman Bldg.
Department of Psychology,
Faculty of Science, Sem. Bruce
McGregor, "An early clean-up
model of line perception".
3.30pm. Rm 105, Faculties
Teaching Centre.
Public Policy Program/Department of Finance, ANU, Sem.
Peter Gibson, Peter O'Keefe and
Dr Jenny Hutchinson, "Parliament's performance in the review
and development of Public
Policy". 5.30pm - 7pm. Law Lecture Theatre, Fellows Road.
Tuesday 1 June
Division of Pacific & Asian History, Research School of Pacific Studies, Sem. Professor
Donald Denoon, Professor Mark
Elvin and Professor Anthony
Reid, "Asia, the Pacific and
Braudelian history". 2pm. Sem
Rm E, Coombs Bldg.
Demography, Research School
of Social Sciences, Sem. Professor Gavin Jones, Dr Terrence Hull
and Ms Lulu Bost, "Sin and free
choice: the actors and the issues
in the Philippines population controversy". 3.30pm. Sem Rm A,
Coombs Bldg.
Wednesday 2 June
Department of Anthropology,
Research School of Pacific
Studies and Department of
Archaeology and Anthropology, Faculty of Arts, Sem. Dr
jley Garbutt, "The creation
I Kingsle

of worlds: Shamanic discourse
in Africa and South America".
9.30am. Sem Rm C, Coombs
Bldg.
Graduate Programs in Women's Studies & Political Science & International Relations,
Sem. Senator Pat Giles, "Confessions from the senate: how
women's issues reached the Parliamentary agenda". 12.30-2pm.
Sem Rm 2175, Haydon-Allen
Bldg.
CSIRO Plant Industry/Division of Botany & Zoology, PhD
Sem. Bryan Clarke, "Chromosomal organisation of seel the
seed storage protein genes of
rye". 4 - 5pm. Sem Rm, BoZo
Bldg.
Thursday 3 June
Biogeography
&
Geomorphology, Research
School of Pacific Studies, Sem.
Dr Nigel Wace, "Ocean litter
stranded on Australian coasts quantity, types, origins". 11am.
Sem Rm C, Coombs Bldg.
Division of Historical Studies,
Research School of Social Sciences,
Sem.
Shayleen
Thompson, "Aspects of well-being and ill-being in the great depression". 11am. Hohnen Rm,
Chancelry.
Organic Chemistry, Research
School of Chemistry, Sem. Dr
Michael Chong, "Alkoxy and
amino stannanes in asymmetric
synthesis". 11am. Rm 134,RSC.
Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies, Sem. Dr
Edward
R
Cook,
"Dendroclimatic research in Tasmania: recent developments and
future prospects". 12.30pm. Sem
Rm, 5th Floor, Hancock Bldg.
National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health,
Sem. Dr Peter Davies, "The New
Zealand partner relations survey
1991". 12.30pm. NCEPH, Sem
Rm, Cnr Mills & Eggleston Rds.
Australian Institute of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
Studies, Sem. Ms Robin Sims,
"Pre-context occupation of the
Bass Strait region". 2.30 - 4pm.
Macintosh Rm, AL\TSIS, Action House, Acton.
John Curtin School of Medical
Research, Sem. Dr Pauline
Junankar, "The ryenodine
receptor and its role in intercellular calcium signalling". 4pm.
Florey Lecture Theatre, JCSMR.
Research School of Earth Sci-

Make or break
-Continued from Page 1
search affiliates.
The School was also expanding
its program of two-year secondments
f r o m other universities and in the
most recent group of eight nontenured appointments, three were
on such secondments. All advertisements for non-tenured posts routinely encouraged applicants f r o m
other universities.
" W h a t e v e r the costs and benefits [of these programs] to the
School, however, the contribution
to Australian social science is very
c o n s i d e r a b l e / ' Professor Brennan
said.
F o r the record - In 1992 R S S S
staff produced: 24 fully authored
books; 17 edited volumes; m o r e
10 - Wednesday 26 May 1993

ences, Sem. Professor R T
Merrill, "Palaeomagnetism and
studies of the Earth's deep interior". 4pm. Jaeger Bldg.
Sociology Program, Research
School of Social Sciences, Sem.
Dr Bill Jacoby, "The effects of
political campaigns on public
opinion and candidate choices".
4pm. Sem Rm D, Coombs Bldg.
Friday 4 June
Economic History, The Faculties, Sem. Mr John Gagg, "Breaking the bonds of Empire: re-negotiating the Ottawa treaty in
1956". 11 am. Rm 1064, L F Crisp
Bldg.
Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, Faculty of Arts, Sem. Dr Frank
Cassidy, "Mabo from a Canadian perspective". 12 noon. Sem
Rm G 12, A D Hope Bldg.
History, Faculty of Arts, Sem.
Dr Duncan Blythell, "The export
of British popular culture: the
case of the brass band in Australia". 3.30pm. Fairbaim Rm
1207, Haydon-Allen Bldg.
Saturday 5 June
AFUW ACT Inc, Breakfast.
8.30am - 11am. Fig Tree Cafe,
Pavilion Hotel, Canberra Ave,
Forrest.
The American Embassy Women's Association. "A Cavalcade
of history and fashion". Authentic period gowns and clothing
dating from the 1800s will be
shown 7.45pm. Old Parliament
Bldg, King's Hall. Cost $18 per
ticket. Ph 2396175 or 2733101
for reservations.
Monday 7 June
Inorganic Chemistry, Research School of Chemistry,
Sem. Dr J P R de Villiers, "Stacking variations and nonstoichiometry in naturally accruing manganese sesquioxides
based on the fluorite structure".
11am. Rm 134, RSC.
Urban Research Program, Research School of Social Sciences, Sem. Janine Bush, "Compliance in video arcades: gender
differences and rule-following
behaviour". 11am. Sem Rm D,
Coombs Bldg.
Linguistics, Faculty of Arts,
Sem. Jean Harkins, "Polysemous
grammatical morphemes in Australian languages". 2 - 3.30pm.
Rm 2135, John Dedman Bldg.
Department of Psychology,

than 100 articles in international
journals; 84 in domestic journals;
m o r e than ICQ chapters in books
edited by others; and about 30 published government agency reports.

NUS no vote
- Continued from Page 1
of N U S m e m b e r s h i p i n c l u d e
stronger representation at the national level and greater access to
information and other resources for
students.
" W e are obviously very disappointed because the A N U is one of
the f e w universities which h a s n ' t
joined, and because of that w e ' r e
missing out on getting a national
perspective on things," said SA
Treasurer Matt Lobb.
Although very pleased with the
overall participation rate, S A Presi-

ANU Reporter

Faculty of Science, Sem. Professor Stephen Worchel, "For
everything there is a season: the
impact of group change on social behaviour". 3.30pm. Rm
105, Faculties Teaching Centre.
Centre for Environmental Law
and Policy, Law Faculty, Sem.
Professor Mark Squillace, "Endangered species protection law
in the USA". 5.45pm. Staff Library, 1st Floor, Law Faculty.
Tuesday 8 June
Physical & Theoretical Chemistry, Research School of
Chemistry, Sem. Professor Paul
Schatz, "Single atoms to
buckyballs; the ubiquitous JohnTeller effect". 11am. Rm 134,
RSC.
Demography, Research School
of Social Sciences, Sem. Ms
Margaret Winn and Dr David
Lucas, "Language and reproductive health education in the South
Pacific". 3.30pm. Sem Rm A,
Coombs Bldg.
Wednesday 9 June
Department of Anthropology,
Research School of Pacific
Studies and Department of
Archaeology and Anthropology, Faculty of Arts, Sem. Dr
Neil Maclean, "Freedom or autonomy: a modem Melanesian
dilemma". 9.30am. Sem Rm C,
Coombs Bldg.
Inorganic Chemistry, Research School of Chemistry,
Sem. Dr G F Swiegers, "The
synthesis and characteristics of
some
[1]2
and
[1]^
metallocenophanes containing
ruthenium and iron". 1 lam. Rm
134, RSC.
Graduate Programs in Women's Studies & Political Science & International Relations,
Sem. Senator Kath Bourke, "Prehistory of the second wave of
feminism: women's activism in
Canberra since the 1930s". 12.30
- 2pm. Sem Rm 2175, HaydonAllen Bldg.
Political Science Program, Research School of Social Sciences, Sem. Dr Bob Miller, "Lessons of economic reform in eastem Europe for Asian communist
economies". 3.30pm. Sem Rm
D, Coombs Bldg.
CSIRO Plant Industry/Division of Botany & Zoology, PhD
Sem. Kong Nan Zhao, "Developmental behaviour and plant
regeneration from cotyledonary

dent Kath C u m m i n s identified the
poor response f r o m later-year Arts
and L a w students as one of the
main reasons for the rejection of
the proposal. " T h a t ' s what w e were
most disappointed in," Ms
C u m m i n s said.
T h e c a m p a i g n lasted f o r six
weeks and intensified on both sides
towards the end of the four-day
vote. T h e President of N U S , Ken
Fowlie, m a d e personal appeals to
students during the last days of
campaigning.
This is the second time that the
A N U has rejected affiliation with
N U S . T h e last referendum was held
in 1989, when 70 per cent of voters
rejected the idea.
M s C u m m i n s could not foresee
a fresh attempt being m a d e for at
least another three years.

protoplasts of ihvQQBrassica species". 4 - 5pm. Sem Rm, BoZo
Bldg.
Thursday 10 June
Division of Historical Studies,
Research School of Social Sciences, Sem. Duncan Bythell,
"The rise and fall of English village radicalism, 1830-1930".
1 lam. Hohnen Rm, Chancelry.
Biogeography
&
Geomorphology, Research
School of Pacific Studies, Sem.
Dr Gerald Nanson, "An explanation and classification of
annabranching rivers". 11am.
Sem Rm C, Coombs Bldg.
AFUW ACT Inc, Luncheon.
Ms Anne Wentworth. Acceptances by 7 June to Reet Bergman
2493730(w)/Margaret Burns
2956094(h). 12.30pm. St
Andrew's Church Hall, Forrest.
Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies, Sem. John
Dargavel and Andrew Major,
"Twenty years of forest contests
in Australia". 12.30pm. CRES
Sem Rm, 5th Floor, Hancock
Bldg.
National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health,
Sem. Ms Glenda Humes, Ms
Michelle Moloney and Ms
Francesca Baas-Becking, 'The
Aboriginal community AIDS
project". 12.30pm. NCEPH, Sem
Rm, Cnr Mills & Eggleston Rds.
Research School of Earth Sciences, Sem. Dr L P Black, "Dates
from the Oasis of 10,000 Dykes".
4pm. Jaeger Bldg.
Amnesty International, Sem.
Human Rights Sem: China. 7pm.
Haydon-Allen Tank.
Friday 11 June
Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, Faculty of Arts, Sem. Dr Jon Altman
and Ms Diane Smith, "The role
of ATSIC in social policy for
indigenous Australians". 12
noon. Sem Rm G21, A D Hope
Bldg.

Visitors
Dr David Bostock, Merton College, Oxford. Visiting Fellow,
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts. 18 July -16 September 1993. Main interests: philosophy of mathematics, philosophical logic and Greek philosophy. Ph 2492723/2792.

Whales of
Norway
- Continued from Page 4
k n o w about N o r w a y is that the
N o r w e g i a n fishing c o m m u n i t i e s
that hunt the whale hate the E C
with a grand passion. In the early
1970s, Norway proposed to join
the then E E C and the issue was
defeated by widespread mobilisation of the peripheral fishing and
agricultural c o m m u n i t i e s of the
West and Northwest.
Feeling is already running the
same way again and Labour, whose
leadership at least, is pro-EC, is
likely to lose votes to the anti-EC
Socialist Left and the Centre Party
in the coming election this September. Indeed, that is one reason w h y
the Labour Prime Minister is n o w

Associate Professor Brian
Massumi, McGill University,
Montreal, Canada. Visiting Fellow, Humanities Research Centre. lOMay- 15September 1993.
Main interests: cultural studies.
Ph 2494786.

Awards
Details of the following scholarships and awards may be
obtained from Careers and
Appointments Service located
on the lower ground floor of
the Chancelry Annex, extension 3593.
Japanese
Government
(Monbusho) Scholarships. For
study in Japan in 1994. In"Japanese studies (closing date 10/6/
93). For in-service training for
teachers (closing date 10/6/93).
For research students (closing
date 15/7/93).
Korea Foundation Fellowship.
For Korean language training or
research in Korean studies in
Korea in 1994. Closing date 31/
7/93.
Smuts Visiting Fellowship on
Commonwealth Studies. The
Fellowship is tenable at Cambridge and in the field of Commonwealth Studies which may
be
taken
as
embracing
Commonweatlh-related aspects
of the following fields: archaeology, anthropology, economics,
history, human geography, law,
literature, oriental studies, and
social and political sciences. Preference is to be given to promising younger (post doctoral) scholars from overseas Commonwealth countries who have a
record of substantial research
experience, including a PhD degree or equivalent qualification.
Closing date 31/5/93.
Zonta International Foundation Amelia Earhart Fellowship Award. For women to do
graduate study in aerospace-related sciences and engineering.
Closing 7/12/93.
University of Adelaide (MFP
Australia). Postgraduate Scholarship in Environmental Management - for PhD study at
Mawson Graduate Centre for
Environmental Studies. Closing
date 30/6/93.

J

going along with breaking the whaling ban: to show that being in favour of Europe does not mean ignoring the legitimate interests of
fishermen. Environmentalists
should be wary of telling Norwegian f i s h e r m e n that each dying
whale shown on T V is a nail in the
coffin of N o r w a y ' s E C hopes. It
will only give the fishermen reason
to use their harpoon guns with
greater frequency!

Lemons and
oranges
- Continued from Page 8
what are you staring at. Yes, in there.
And, the next time I find lumps of this
disgusting stuff in any of your mouths, or
anywhere else, you will all be in for the
same treatment!"
Martin and I bemoaned the state of

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale
ANTIQUE dining table $850,
antique oak dining chairs (4)
$400, pine dining chairs (6)
$300, wheelbarrow $45, copper pot $20. Ph 2581430(ah).
BICYCLE lady's 19" frame,
12spd, gd cond $100. Ph
249274 l(w)/2544903(h).
CAMPERVAN,
Mazda
E2000, 1985, 12 mths rego,
AC, 3-eay fridge, gas stove,
queen bed, ideal for 2 people,
$13,500. Ph 2542484.
CASHMERE wool classic lady's coat, English, tan, size 12»
like new $60; bed, single, solid
wood, $35. Ph Terry 2492865/
2852785(ah).
CHILDCARE pram; Sharp
microwave convection oven
(like new); wool underblanket
(D/B - unused); safety car seat;
children's table/chair set. Ph
2852624.
CHILDCARE stroller complete with cover, excellent condition, $40.2 men's 5spd bikes,
$30 each ono. Ph 2492103/
2814958.
DISHWASHER, goes like the
clappers, $80. Wardrobes, $60
and $30ono. Ph 2412254.
GOLF clubs Ram Tom Watson
SWto3; l,3,5exccond$500;
Ping putter brand new $115.
Ph 2493306/2591143.
JACKET sheepskin, sleeveless, 90-95cm. As new $100.
Ph 2813446.
LASER printer, Epson
GQ3500, only 7450 copies,
new toner cartridge, several
built-in font types and sizes,
vgc,
$650.
Ph
Don
2413764(ah).
ORGAN upright Wurlitzer
400 super spirte funmaker,
exc cond, including stool,
music books and manual.
$500ono. Ph 2821599(ah).
QS pine waterbed $250,
kitchen setting $ 120,2 lounge
chairs $75 each, 3-in-l
stereo $100. Ph Grace
2494736.
STANDISH men's racer, all
alloy parts. Vgc, $150ono. Ph
2485721.
TV Philips 34cm colour VHP/

UHF $200. Lounge - 2 double
seaters, cream coloured cloth,
$80 each. Futon - double, green
$40. Ph Terry 2494117(w)/
2318789(h).
TYPEWRITER, electric Alder, MX model, hardly used, as
new, $110. Ph 2862282.
VACUUM cleaner. Goblin rio,
$50.
Ph
2480310(h)/
2493508(w).

Computers
IBM PS2 20MB HD 8MHZ
enhanced colour 3.5" drive
$500. Ph 2491709(h).
1MB XT compatible PC, 30Mb
hard disk, 2 floppy disks
(5.25in), monochrome CGA
monitor $300. VGA monitor
(14in) + card(16bit) $400. Ph
Bruce
2492600(bh)/
2498460(ah).

Motor Vehicles
1973 Valiant Gallant in good
mechanical cond, $500ono. Ph
2496668(ah).
1978 Ford Falcon XC 500 sedan, 4.1, 12 mths rego, only
150,000 kms, immac cond,
$3750ono. Ph 2572280.
CAMRY CS sedan, late 1987,
air-con, o/drive, i/p tyres plus
extras, mature lady owner, Canberra driven. $10,950. Ph
2863957.
HOLDEN HQ Kings wood station-wagon 202. New rego,
engine, transmission replaced
(auto)
$1600ono.
Ph
2822676(ah).
MAZDA 1300, 1976, man, 4
dr, gc, rego 8/93, $ 1 OOOono. Ph
Alwell
2494230(w)/
2472890(after 9pm).
MINIredl977,regoll/93,gd
cond, $1300. Ph John
2494283(w)/2882938(h).
SAAB 1981, 900Gli, 5-door,
reasonable condition, reg,
NSW until January 1994,
$3000. Ph 2492741(w)/
2544903(h).
SMALL Holden T, 93. Recond
powerful eng, new parts & extra. Rego 1994, very well
looked after. Must sell. 14

human nature and the reduction of education to such exchanges of petty revenge
and shared another beer. Then we went
home - separately I might add, just in case
your imagination mistakenly sniffs romance.
Janet Purdy received the last note on
Monday. It was found, again, in the top
drawer of her desk. This time she read it to
us ail with pride. After ail, she was the
only one with a secret admirer.
"Travel can be a good way to gain
perspective on things. Rome can provide
no greater colossus than Mrs Stone. Save
yourself. In Admiration, Farewell." A little gasp sped amongst the junior members
of the English Staffroom at such audacity,
with regard to Mrs Stone.
"Oh, Carla," Janet said to me, this
afternoon. "I wonder who on earth it can
be. I can't afford to give up teaching.
Besides what else could I do?"
"Well, I'm going to resign." I told her,
the first to know.
"Are you really?"
"Yes," I told her gleefully. "No more
school for me!"
You see, I have suddenly become nervous of discovery. That Martin Havelock

penses. Ph 2532484.
GUNNING, quaint cottage, 2br,
study, open fire, 1.3 acre with
views, 45min to ANU. Pets
welcome. $120pw. Ph Gill
2492231.
HAWKER contemporary
townhouse, 1 n/smoker to share,
terms negotiable. Ph 2551278.
HOUSESITTERS for 2.5
months from mid-June. Comfortable house. Care for house,
garden and one cat. 7 minutes
from ANU. Ph 2492403(w)/
2496442(h).
MACQUARIE non-smoker to
share pleasant house, pref female. Master bedroom, ensuite,
quiet location. Carport. $90pw
plus bond. Ph 2532242.
O'CONNOR 1 or 2 person(s)
Hanna St, Wanniassa. Ph 2494304.
to share 3br house, large gar2314290.
TUROSS Head, holiday den, open fireplace, $75 or
SUBARU 1600 station wagon house, 4 bedroom, 2 shower- $100pw.
Ph
2421744/
1978,5spd, tow bar, radio, new toilet, combined living area, 2 2485424(ah).
brakes and discs, new battery, storey, near lakes. Ph O'CONNOR weekdays only,
reconditioned
engine 2490090(w)/2583079(h).
accom avail, close to uni, shops
$2200ono. Ph 2853869.
and Civic. Ph Megan
TOYOTA Corolla, 1976, 5/
Accommodation 249500 l(w)/2478277(h).
93, rego, auto, genuine
ONE bedroom flat in central
Available
90,000km, $1500ono. Ph
London, walking distance to
2583079(ah)/2490782(bh).
LSE etc. Avail June for 6 to 12
TOYOTA Corona2000,1977, AT convenient Macquarie mths. £150 per week plus elecrego 11 mths, 2 new tyres, new pleasant f/f house, July to Nov tricity and phone costs. Ph
battery, exc cond, goes well, 1993 (flexible) $175pw. Ph 2494765.
$3500ono. Going OS - urgent 2511306(ah)/2493426(b).
REID part of large house avail,
BRUCE 2 non-smokers, fe- 1 dble -I- 1 single b/r and own
sale. Ph 2674639.
TOYOTA Corona SE 1979 male preferred, to share large bathroom. Suit couple. $125pw
sedan, manual, good condition, 3 bedroom house. Ensuite + expenses. Ph 2489552.
cassette, air conditioning, bathroom, large living area; SPENCE 2bdrm, study, f/f, allclose to Civic, ANU, U of C electric, built-to-the-climate,
$1500ono. Ph 2540072(ah).
brick house, double garage,
TOYOTA Landcruiser, FJ55, and Belconnen. Ph 2516233.
1976, station wagon, LPG/pet- BURRILL Lake near sunny low-maintenance garden,
rol, new tyres, roof rack, 10 Ulladulla. Absolute lake front- non-smoker, $165pw, 12/6/93
months rego, $6750. Ph age cottage, perfect getaway to 7/6/94. Ph 2582055.
for holidays or weekends 2.5 TURNER n/smoker to share
2731144.
hours from Canberra. Ph spacious family home and garVOLKSWAGEN good cond,
2544453(ah).
den, 5 mins ANU, July 1993 to
$2900ono. Ph 2871604(h).
CHAIN saws 3 x Stihl 48cc June 1994, suitable Hons or
VOLVO 240L 1975 auto, gd
vgc, best offer above $450each postgrad student, $75pw+exp.
cond, $2000ono, owner going
by 9.6.93. Dept of Forestry.
overseas. Ph 2492093/ Geoff Mitchell 2494673(bh). Ph 249323 l(w)/2486550(h).
WATSON fully furnished 3
2319938(ah).
CURTIN n/smoker to share bdrm house, close to schools/
large, pleasant house with 1 buses, 6km to ANU. Avail end
Real Estate
female, garden, central heat- August 1993 until mid June
ing, own bathroom, carport, 1994. $ 185pw. Ph 2491873(ah)/
MELBOURNE 1 bed unit, $ 1 OOpw -h exp. Ph 2822278(h)/ 2493479(bh).
Murrumbeena equal distance 2494036(w).
WEETANGERA mature feMonash & Melbourne uni's, EMU RIDGE ns to share ff 2b male non-smoker spacious
small block, carport, near shops unit close to Belconnen Town home, one bus to ANU, $60pw.
& transport, $62,500. Ph Centre, $90per week plus ex- Ph 2527049(w)/2552238(h).
Classified advertisements in ANU Reporter are now^
only free for undergraduate students of the University. Staff, m e m b e r s of Convocation and
postgraudate students will be charged the small
fee of $5 for a 20-word advertisement. To lodge
their free advertisement, undergraduate students
need to provide their student number. All advertisements must be accompanied by the name and contact
phone number of the lodger (not for publication). Copy
should be typed or printed legibly, and delivered
to the University Public Affairs Division office, 28
Balmain Crescent, marked "Advertisement" on
the envelope, or placed in the Advertisements box
next to the main entrance. No advertisements will
be taken over the telephone. The closing date for
advertisements for the next issue is Monday, 31
May 1993. Inquiries x2106.

is far too inquisitive. And besides, I have
decided to become a writer of fiction.
I saw Janet Purdy lately, examining
brands of deodorant in the supermarket.
She was eating navel oranges from a paper
bag with the juices dripping unashamedly
between the rows. Apparently her Aunt
had died and left her a vast sum of money.
She told me she had left the school, after
all, and was about to go on an architectural
tour of Europe. I wonder if those notes had
some significance after all.

Crystal
detective
- Continued from Page 3

"With high-tech electronic devices, often the most useful material isn't a nice pure compound, but
one that has had something drastic
done to it. Maybe you want a phase
transition to occur at a particular
temperature, and you do that by
altering a prototype structure to
some extent. Having some idea of
what is happening in such a process

is useful knowledge and helps you
to understand what you are doing,"
he said.
There are many types of problems to be examined in
crystallography.
Protein crystallography, now also
a major initiative for the ANU
through the new Centre for Molecular Structure and Function, examines very large protein molecules
and is quite different from
crystallography of minerals and different again from crystallography of
simple inorganic complexes.
Each has a different method of
structure solution requuing different methods of approach. The field
is vast.
One of the contributions Professor Rae is continuing to make is in
developing computer programs
which will enable them to refme
various types of modulated structures.

Professor Rae is no stranger to
RSC, having first visited in 1971
for a Summer School, and more
recently having spent six months in
1989 on study leave, working
closely with Drs Ray Withers and
John Thompson. Since then, he has
published a number of papers with
RSC researchers.
With the recent purchase of another X-ray diffractometer coinciding with Professor Rae's appointment, the School is now well
placed to provide an effective structure-solving service to the ANU's
synthetic chemists and biochemists.
With the upgraded facilities and
the expertise brought by Professor
Rae, it is envisaged that RSC's
crystallography capability increasingly will provide assistance to
colleagues throughout Australia,
particularly those stumped by the
problem structures.

Accommodation
Wanted
F/F 4 bdrm house, with swimming pool, any suburb for 3
months (Oct-Nov-Dec) for visiting Swedish family. Up to
$300pw. Ph Joanne Perks
2493378.
HOUSEMINDING mature
female avail July to take care
of your house and garden/cat.
Pref inner north or inner south.
Refs avail. Ph Nora
2499382(h)/2851877(w).
PROFESSIONAL couple,
mid-fifties avail to mind house
for absent owners. Experienced
gardeners, fond of animals and
trustworthy, we are avail mid
June. Ph 2515372.
QUIET professional (nonsmoker) seeks house or flat to
mind/sit for 1 -3 mths from early
June, or later. Happy to do gardening and house mainentance.
Ph 2017529(office).

Wanted
CAT needs a home: temporary
or permanent home required
for a 5-year-old, very gentle,
desexed female cat. Owners
going overseas for a couple of
years. Ph 2494489(bh)/
2498460(ah).

Secretarial
WORDPROCESSING $15
per hour, 90-95 wpm typing
speed. Availability 7 days, 10%
discount for students. Ph Sandra
2812441.

Miscellaneous
I have a six-month-old baby
boy and am looking for someone with a child of similar age
who might like to share a nanny.
Ph 2485721.
REMEDIAL and Chinese
massage for specific needs and
relaxation avail from Lorraine
Kennedy. Ph 2476021. Concession fee for students.

Australia/Japan
relations
- Continued from Page 7

Much of the analytical work on
Australia's APEC agenda has been
developed through research at the
Australia-Japan Research Centre,
in collaboration with Japanese colleagues including the late Dr Saburo
Okita.
In conversations around the visit,
the two Prime Ministers warmly
acknowledged the contribution of
Dr Okita and the Australia-Japan
Research Centre to this work.
US-Japan trade relations will be
a sub-theme discussed in upcoming
A-JRC Public Seminars, "Bursting
of the Japanese Economic Bubble'
and "Japan as America's Global Partner" to be held in Seminar Room A,
Coombs Building, on 1 and 6 July.

ANU Reporter

Wednesday 26 May 1993 - 11

Ad Finitum
Uniform higher education "will not sustain Australia"
BY PETER

O'CONNOR

THE Australian higher education
system suffers from a uniformity
of structure and purpose which will
ultimately fail to sustain the needs
of Australian society, according to
a leading American educator, Dr
David Gardner.
A former President of the University of California, Dr Gardner
has played a critical role in shaping
US education policies and practices and was also chairman of the
Business Higher Education Forum,
a national organisation of industry
and education leaders in the US.
Dr Gardner recently addressed
a seminar with Academic Deans
and Directors of Research Schools
at the ANU as part of a tour of
Australian universities to stimulate
discussion on how government and
business can work with academics
to manage higher education issues.

n Brief
Serjeantson
appointment
PROFESSOR Susan Serjeantson has
been appointed as Acting Director
of the John Curtin School of Medical Research, the highest academic
position to be held by a woman at
the ANU.
Joining the JCSMR in 1976 as a
Research Fellow, Professor
Serjeantson became a Senior Fellow and Head of the Department of
Human Genetics in 1987, appointed
Professor in 1988 and has been
Head of the Human Genetics Group
since 1989.
Professor Serjeantson told ANU
Reporter that she was optimistic
about the role and the number of
women now coming into the sciences and senior academia.
She said the lack ofwomen in such
positions was probably more due to
earlier social attitudes and stmctmal
obstacles rather than discrimination.
"One of the reasons why there
are still relatively few women in
senior academic life in Australia is
because we are going back a whole
generation when very few women
came into science," she said.
"Women are also often more reluctant to put themselves forward
for public scrutiny and are less likely
to apply for positions and promotion. Partly, I think, because of lack
of confidence, but if they were invited, they probably would. But it
seems to me that some of my younger
colleagues are waiting to be invited
whereas men will promote themselves more readily."

One of the themes that Dr
Gardner has been pushing on his
visit is the lack of diversity engendered by the equality of our higher
education system.
"Making institutions equal is the
last thing a nation like Australia
needs. Australia is a diverse society and should have a diverse higher
education system to reflect that,"
he said.
Drawing on Califomian experience, Dr Gardner said it was fiscally
impossible for universities to provide all services to all customers
and unrealistic in a diverse society
that requires a range of higher education options.
Dr Gardner believes we would
be better served by a three-tiered
system of TAFE colleges, teaching
universities and research institutions similar to the Califomian
model.

In California, 100 community
colleges provide two-year associate diploma degrees which generally have a strong vocational emphasis and which can be credited to
a four-year undergraduate degree
at one of the state's 20 teaching
universities.
While the teaching universities
do offer some Masters degrees and
occasionally PhDs, this is predominantly the role of the nine universities that make up the University of
California and which are essentially research institutions.
In the US, the Federal Government allocates research grants to
individuals and the state government plays a crucial role by funding infrastructure and administrative assistance at the University of
California campuses to allow them
to successfully compete for grants.
Under the system, universities
develop and patent new products

which are aggressively marketed to the
business community, providing the universities with vital, ongoing funding.
The role of business in research
funding is also clearly defined. The
universities conduct general research and discoveries are patented
and marketed to business.
The universities gain royalties
which can then be invested in further research.
The role of business is not to
influence the general research but to
assist universities in applying the
results.
Dr Gardner says a tiered system
is critical for higher education for
fiscal reasons and to offer a range
of learning opportunities - vocational, teaching and research - that
reflect the diversity of society.
He also believes there is scope
for broadening mechanisms such
as the Higher Education Round

Table (HERT) to increase the interaction between leading business
people and academics.
Although the HERT serves a
useful purpose, he would like to
see a forum that brings business
people and academics together for
a few days at a time rather than for
a few hours.
Similarly, he points out that company boards in large US enterprises
always have somebody such as the
President of a University or other
high officers from higher education
institutions represented on them.
Dr Gardner's trip to Australia
has also taken him to nine other
universities in Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane and Adelaide. He also
had discussions with the Minister
for Education, Mr Kim Beazley,
the Australian Vice-Chancellors'
Committee, the HERT and a range
of business leaders and academics.

"I think the discrimination must
be more subtle, at an earlier age.
Young women felt for some reason
that if they had an interest in science
they would not be encouraged.
"This generation is different and
we will all be the richer for it. It is
terribly important to have women in
research because they sometimes
conceive and undertake work that
would rarely be done by men," she
said.
Professor Seijeantson takes over
as Acting Director from Professor
Ian Young who had been in the
position since March last year.
He has returned to his position
as Head of the Division of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.
Professor Serjeantson will be
Acting Director until 31 December
1993 or until the new Director takes
office.

successful family planning program; its workforce; and several
specific regional and industry studies.
According to Professor R Gerard
Ward, Director of the Research
School of Pacific Studies, no comparable in-depth study of an Indonesian province, or of any similar subnational region in any part of SouthEast Asia, has hitherto been produced. (The book will be reviewed in
a coming edition o/ANU Reporter, j

rector of the Academy of the Social
Sciences in Australia.
Dr Jupp has a distinguished academic career in both political science and immigration and
multicultural studies and has served
on and chaired a number of Government advisory boards and councils related to migrant and
multicultural issues.
His major published works include studies of Sri Lankan and
Vanuatu politics, of the radical left
in 1930s Britain, of Australian party
politics and of immigration policy
and history.
In 1992 Oxford University Press
published his edited collection Nations of Immigrants, the result of
joint work with the Australian Studies Centre at the University of Texas.

Twenty students are to be placed
in Japanese universities as part of
their Asian Studies degree and another 10 will be placed at three
universities in Thailand in a variety
of disciplines.
The funds are part of the Government's University Mobility in
Asia and the Pacific (UMAP) program which will receive a total of
$660,000 enabling 180 students
from universities around Australia
to study in seven Thai and 29 Japanese universities.
A similar number of Thai and
Japanese students will enrol in
Australian universities under their
reciprocal agreements.
UMAP is a two-way exchange
program primarily for undergraduate students in all disciplines to
spend one or more semesters in an
overseas university.
The exchanges include fee waivers and full academic recognition
for study while overseas.
The program is a joint initiative
of the Australian Vice-Chancellors'
Committee, the Department of
Employment, Education and Training and countries in the region.

Court launches
ANU Java book
A new book by three ANU academics provides a ground breaking contribution to the better understanding of the dynamics of regional development in Indonesia.
The book, Balanced Development: East Java in the New Order,
was launched this month by West
Australian Premier, Richard Court,
at the ANU's Coombs Building.
Mr Court told those at the launch
that he expected to draw on the
book to help him better understand
East Java.
Balanced Development consists
of 15 chapters on various aspects of
the regional economy of East Java:
its agriculture; demographic characteristics, including its highly
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$350,000 grant to
ANU researchers
THE ANU has be awarded a
$350,000 grant from the internationally renowned Andrew W
Mellon Foundation in New York, to
continue research on population programs in Third World Countries.
The grant goes jointly to the
ANU's Health Transition Centre
(HTC) in the National Centre for
Epidemiology and Population
Health (NCEPH) and Demography Program in the Research School
of Social Sciences (RSSS) for a
research program for postdoctoral
fellows.
Professor John Caldwell of HTC
said the grant would provide for
postdoctoral fellows to spend two
years on a project in association
with an ongoing ANU field research project.
The project began in 1989 when
the Mellon Foundation identified
the ANU's population programs in
NCEPH and RSSS as leading the
way in combining the disciplines
of anthropology and demography
to study rapid Third World population growth. The Foundation initially provided $325,000 to recruit
post-doctoral fellows.
The further grant of $350,000
will allow three more Mellon PostDoctoral students to work with the
ANU population programs over the
next three years.

Jupp
appointment
DR James Jupp, Director of the
ANU' s Centre for Immigration and
Multicultural Studies in the Research School of Social Sciences,
has been appointed Executive Di-

30 students for
in-country study
The ANU has received a grant of
$58,600 from the Federal Government to support the placement of 30
students and two staff members in
Japanese and Thai universities.

Life Cycle
-THERE E v e w v a o o v / /

I

AJ)
'ZC

by Pat
m t ^

" V

u t w t T C M t t p VOU CMANNtL A t / - ^ A t h a t
NOW iJATHER AWOl^D, HOif^
^^"TER IHE a t h w s k n d

