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Bureaucracy could kill Australia's intellectual life: Brennan
BY PETER LOGUE

A senior ANU Academic has
warned that increased government and bureaucratic
intrusion into the tertiary
education system could lead
to the death of intellectual
life in Australia.
Professor Geoffrey Brennan,
Director of the Research School
of Social Sciences, is concerned
that the transfer of funding from
the John Curtin School of Medical Research to the control of
the National Health and Medical Research Council is not an

isolated case. (See Page 5.)
Indeed he sees current government policy as infected by a view
that universities are inhabited by
'a s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r
of
freeloaders', or to use the terminology of Professor Don Aitken,
Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Canberra, that 'there are a lot
of wankers in the university system'.
And he warns that there is a
' t r e m e n d o u s d a n g e r ' that university administrators, in an att e m p t to maintain the resource
base of their institutions, could
end up 'selling the whole

ship down the river'.
Professor Brennan said that in
the past the now defunct Tertiary
Education Commission had effective power to control universities
but, on the whole, exercised that
power 'with a very light hand'.
The fact that the Commission
existed meant that both symbolically and in reality, there was an
arms-length relationship between
government and the universities.
'Nobody thinks that universities shouldn't be accountable;
clearly they should be. But I think
it's one thing to evaluate the performance of an institution and it's

another thing to want to manage
it,' he said.
By 'manage' he means the
bureaucracy or the government
deciding that one program or
school is worth supporting and
others are not.
'I think the intervention in the
John Curtin School was clearly
motivated by a perception that the
School could not manage its own
affairs and if it couldn't do that
then the government was going to
come in and manage it for them ,'
he said.
The philosophy behind this
approach included something

akin to a 'war-time mentality'
that had emerged in the bureaucracy.
They believed that: 'Out in
the universities there are a lot of
very clever people; there is an
economic disaster looming for
Australia and we cannot afford
the luxury of allowing those
people out there to be spinning
their wheels and not doing
things which will prevent Australia going down the gurgler,'
Professor Brennan said.
While the public might say
'what's wrong with that', Profes-Continued on Page 2

Major study of Australia launched
THE ANU's Research School of
Social Sciences (RSSS) is to
undertake a major research
study on the reshaping of Australia's political and social institutions involving, for the first
time, the School's full range of
academic disciplines.
The project - Reshaping Australian Institutions: Towards and
Beyond 2001 - has been designed
as a contribution to the education, review and development of
the Australian constitutional system and many other institutions
leading to the centenary of Federation.
The ambitious project, which
will continue over the rest of this
decade and into the next century,
will involve: a minimum of 20
books with commercial publishers; a much greater number of
articles in refereed journals; a series of workshops and symposia,
involving visitors from state universities; several national and international conferences; and a
combined public lecture and radio broadcast series.
According to a background
paper on the project, RSSS 'wants
to seize the challenge set by the
1991 Constitutional Centenary
Conference when it called for a
public process of education, review and development of the
Australian constitutional system.
'It will accelerate the process of
building bridges between our
niches of disciplinary excellence;
and it will give us a r e p u t a ^ tion for a capacity to focus a
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d i s p a r a t e array of analytical
skills on a c o m m o n grand enterprise.'
The stated project aims include:
• to make a contribution to
the theory of institutional design
and reform, at the highest level of
scholarship;
•
to effect a rethinking of
Australia's most crucial institutions
to coincide with the centenary of
Federation;
•
to conduct theoretically
grounded empirical work evaluating institutional innovations (e.g.
the Accord and the Affirmative
Action Act), and;
• to present Australia as a case
study of how to do social science
which is novel in its breadth, bold
in its macro focus on the key institutions, yet attentive to the micro
foundations of its theory.
RSSS D i r e c t o r P r o f e s s o r
Geoffrey Brennan said this was
the first occasion in the history of
the School on which a genuinely
School-wide project had been put
together.
'If we are to resist dividing up
RSSS's resources and spreading
them over the Australian research
system, we have to be able to show
that the RSSS is doing things that
simply could not be done elsewhere, and doing them outstandingly well.'
Assisting Professor Brennan in
co-ordinating the complex project
is Dr John Braithwaite, Professor
in Law at RSSS.
Each aspect of the project, and
the program of workshops and
CLASSIHEDS

Page

10

symposia, around it, will be the
responsibility of a different coordinator who will draw together
the relevant people and supervise
the strand.
Most of the project's costs will
be met from reorienting existing
RSSS resources and more than $2
million will be dedicated during
the life of the project to recruitment from state universities .
At this stage a total of 16 separate
topics have been chosen for the
project, although consideration is
being given to adding some others.

These include: Theory and Institutions, including social and
political theory, institutional design, and the constitution of institutions; Reshaping the Constitutional System for 2001, focusing
on rights and the constitution; the
Institutions of the Economy; the
Institutions of Public Governance;
the Institutions of Intergovernmental Relations; the Institutions
of Aboriginal Australia; the Institutions of Gender; the Institutions
of Population; the Institutions of
the Environment; the Institutions

of Business; the Institutions of the
Labour Market; the Welfare State;
the Institutions of Law and Order;
the Institutions of the City; the
Institutions of Higher Education;
and Citizens' Beliefs and Attitudes
about Australian Institutions.
Professor Brennan said that
these strands had been chosen
because they 'traverse key Australian institutions' and because they
covered either areas of established
strength in RSSS or areas in which
the School had resolved to become strong.

Rowing through the campus
To row with the ANU Boat
Club takes dedication - training begins at 5.45am on practice days, even in the dark of
winter.
And the need for dedication
doesn't stop with the early mornings. The rowing squads, from
which
competitors
for
Intervarsity are selected, train for
two hours, two to three times a
week.
They also take classes in posture and flexibility, weight training and aerobics. Thankfully the
pluses attached to the activity are
legion. T h e r e ' s fitness, and
beauty on the water, rowing out
from the campus boatshed at
Sullivan's Creek and onto Lake
Burley Griffin.
There's also the sense of
achievement: last year the ANU
Boat Club c a m e s e c o n d to
Queensland University at the national Intervarsity tides, competBOOKS AND ARTS
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Suzanne Rilchard (left) and Tig Hall prepared to push off on lo Sullivan's

ing against universities from across Australia. Intervarsity is being held this year in
Adelaide. Members of the ANU Boat Club
have also represented Australia at the
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Rowing World Championships, the
Dragon Boat Racing Championships
in China and the Commonwealth
Games.
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ANU scientists take on the ^big
guns' over immunity research
present antigen to make an imm u n e response'.

BY D A V I D WASFFLNGTON

Two ANU scientists have challenged some of the world's
most prestigious laboratories
and the r e s p e c t e d Nature
magazine over an area of research which is basic to our
understanding of the human
immune system.
With studies exploiting the immunological idiosyncrasy of the
Syrian hamster, Dr Mario Lobigs
and Dr Arno Miillbacher, from
the Division of Cell Biology at the
J o h n Curtin School of Medical Research (JCSMR), are hoping to
unlock the secrets of how the imm u n e system combats viruses.
In 1974, two researchers at the
JCSMR, Dr Rolf Zinkernagel and
Dr Peter Doherty, discovered how
a fundamental g e n e complex in
the cells of vertebrates operated as
a 'flag' to attractT-cells (the body's
defences) to cells infected with a
virus. The T-cells then killed the
infected cells.
The g e n e complex, MHC (major histocompatibility complex),
is different in every animal. This
difference prevents viruses wiping
out whole communities, because
each individual's immune system
is genetically different.

To understand the significance
of the work of Drs Miillbacher and
Lobigs, we must go back two years
to when additional MHC-linked
g e n e products were discovered. It
was suggested that these products,
known as 'accessory molecules',
were involved in the process of
presenting antigens and transporting peptide products from
within the cell to the MHC, on the
cell's surface. It is these products
which 'flag' the T-cells, thus creating an immune response to viral
infection.
The discovery of these molecules resulted in an explosion of
research in the field. Laboratories
in Cambridge and Oxford began
postulating that the transporter
molecules, like the MHC, were
polymorphic, and would influence
the kinds of peptide antigens
available to the MHC.
Dr Lobigs and Dr Miillbacher
were surprised by this proposition.
T h e p r e s e n c e of additional
polymorphic molecules, it seemed
to them, would create such genetic
complexity that it would be detrimental to the immune system's
surveillance of viral pathogens.

'The Syrian hamster is an immunological disaster and is confined to a solitary life in the deserts
of Arabia,' says Dr Lobigs.

The A N U scientists put the case
that if it were so, there would be a
50 per cent chance of a person
having incompatible MHC and
transporter molecules, given that
the MHC and the transporter were
inherited from two parents, each
with a different genetic make-up.
Under this scenario, the immune
system would be full of 'holes'.

Dr Miillbacher adds: 'We are
trying to work out basic biology. In
the long run it could have incredible importance for, for instance,
vaccine development, and not least
helping the Syrian hamster to bec o m e a more sociable species.'

Lobigs and Miillbacher decided to test the functional activity
of a mouse MHC molecule when
transferred into host cells derived
from other strains of mice and
from other species, including rats,
monkeys and humans.

Dr Miillbacher says if he and
his colleague can unlock the secrets of how the hamster's immune
system works, the implications are
unpredictable but 'we would find
out a lot more about how the cells

They argued that if the peptide
transporter was polymorphic, as
suggested by overseas laboratories,
the mouse MHC would not operate correctly in other species or
strains because the transporter

The Syrian hamster has puzzled immunologists with its unique
absence of MHC polymorphism the MHC in every Syrian hamster
is the same.

Work Centre needs support
THE Work Resources Centre, housed on the ANU campus, is seeking donors
so it can continue to help the unemployed gain valuable skills and find work.
The centre, founded in 1980 by ANU faculty and staff, provides vocational training, employment services and targeted support programs. Each
year it helps 1000 people, with 50 per cent gaining employment and an
additional 25 per cent going on to further education.
Information can be obtained from John Dash, the chair of the centre's
board, on 249 0778, or Bob Laine, the centre director, on 249 4484.

A N U

PUBLIC LECTURE

SERIES

Sponsored by ANUTECH
' I s the European Community a New
Political Paradigm?'
to be given by Kenneth Minogue
Wednesday 5 August 1992 at 7.30pm
Haydon-Allen Lecture Theatre
Inquiries t o University Public Relations,
tel 249 2229/249 4144
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would be incompatible with the
MHC. The cells would not be able
to make an immune response.
H o w e v e r , the e x p e r i m e n t s
showed that the m o u s e MHC
worked just as well in the cells of
other strains of mice, as well as in
the cells of other species tested.
This was completely at odds with
the polymorphism theory which
was gathering credence around
the world.
If a specific mouse MHC could
operate just as well in the cells of
other mice, and in other creatures
which were vastly different, how
could the transporter be polymorphic? If it was polymorphic then
the MHC would not work.
Dr Lobigs and Dr Miillbacher
submitted a paper oudining these
studies to Nature in February this
year but it was rejected on the
basis that t h e e v i d e n c e f o r
polymorphism was 'overwhelming'.
However, Dr Lobigs and Dr
Miillbacher believe overseas studies have been flawed because they
only studied responses in rats,
which might be immunologically
unique. There are also rumors that
the Oxford laboratory which initially advocated polymorphism has
also collected information which
suggests the opposite.
The two scientists, operating
with the basic scientific characteristic of curiosity, are now attempting to unlock the secrets of the
Syrian hamster - a creature with
an immune system unique among
animals.
The creature's MHC is unique
in that it is not polymorphic, leaving it open to viral epidemics. It
now appears that the accessory
molecules required for pepdde
andgen processing and presentad o n are also defective in Syrian
hamsters.
Their e x p e r i m e n t s into the
operadon of transporters are also
continuing.

Coundl to consider report on CCE
A management review of the Centre for Condnuing Educadon has
flagged the o p d o n of disbanding
the centre and transferring its activides to other areas of the university.
The management review calls for a
revamp of the centre's activities, the
appointment of a Board of Management (should the centre be retained)
and an advisory board, and the radonalisadon of staffing.
The review comments favorably on
the retention of a research component in the centre, but says it is a
matter for the university/ to decide.
Disbanding the centre is put forward as an option which would save
overheads, but most of the recommendations deal with the proposition of
the CCE continuing to operate as a
separate unit.
On behalf of the staff of the CCE,

Bureaucracy could kill off
intellectualism - Continued from Page 1
sor Brennan cautioned that it would be 'absolutely disastrous' to reorient the
research agendas of intellectuals towards 'squeezing an extra lavatory for
everyone'.
The research agenda could be determined in two ways: by a politician or
senior bureaucrat, which meant that it would be restricted by the vision and
creative imagination and priorities of that person, or their lack of these; or by
the individual researcher taking responsibility for his or her own research
agenda in the light of the issues that they think are both important and
intellectually interesting.
'I think that this second way is by far and away the best system and anything
that departs from that is a radical intrusion on academic freedom,' Professor
Brennan said.
Professor Brennan said the abolition of the Tertiary Education Commission and the establishment of the Australian Research Council, which had a
mandate to disburse money to the people it sees as the best researchers, was
an attempt to 'manage in the literal sense' Australian research policy.
'If the bureaucracy is allowed a free hand in this matter, it will kill
intellectual life in this country,' he warned.
'Intellectual life is fragile enough as it is. We are not an intellectually
oriented nation; we tend to regard the term "intellectual" as equivalent to
"snob" or "elitist" or "up himself'.'
Professor Brennan said there was now a feeling among academics that the
passing of monopoly funding control to the Commonwealth Government in
1972 was 'a mistake'.
'In fact we should be diversifying our financial sources in the way that
American universities have diversified their support,' he said.
'I think it would be a good thing if the states were to reclaim their stake in
their own universities,' he added.
The ANU was particularly vulnerable because there was no State Government to act as an intermediary. He also believed there was a traditional and
misplaced resistance at the ANU to accepting money from business.

Ten ANU proposals in
CRCfinal round
THE Australian National University is
involved in ten Cooperative Research
Centre (CRC) proposals submitted for
the final round of grants which closed
yesterday (Wednesday).
Final selections for the third and
final round of CRC funding are expected to be announced by the Federal Govern men t later this year. Cooperative Research Centres are an initiative by the Federal Government to
further research and education and
promote links with industry partners.
Four ANU CRC proposals have
been successful in previous rounds,
with grants going to the Plant Science
Centre, the Centre for Robust and
Adaptive Systems, the Centre for Optical Fibre and Photonic Technology
and the Biological Control of Vertebrate Populations Centre.
Dr Robert Hill from the Research
School of Earth Sciences, who helped
co-ordinate the University's CRC proposals, said: 'Several of the CRC proposals in this round are the result of
companies taking the initiative and
approaching the ANU and other

the centre's director Dr Geoffrey
Caldwell has strongly supported the
retention of the centre and its current
activities.
In a written response to the review,
Dr Caldwell says adult and continuing
education has moved from Virtual invisibility' to the Federal Government
to the point where it is firmly on the
agendas of DEET and NBEET.
'It is a non-formal activity which,
the Government has at last realised,
touches over 60 per cent of Australians, and has large implications for the
labour market and our national welfare,' Dr Caldwell's response says.
'Given this acceptance of the
value of adult and continuing
educadon, it would be self-defeating for the ANU to take acdon
which is counter to the Australian
Government's intentions.'
It is uncertain when University
Council will consider the review's
recommendations.

c o m p l e m e n t a r y universities and
CSIRO groups'.
The ANU's ten third round CRC
proposals are:
1. Cooperative Research Centre for
Development of Carbohydrate-based
Drugs
2. Cooperative Research Centre for
Optoelectronic Devices and Optical
Thin Films
3. Cooperative Research Centre for
Separations Technology
4. Plant Science Centre (additional
research, on barley improvement)
5. Cooperative Research Centre for
Generic Hypervelocity Technology
6. Cooperative Research Centre for
Advanced Computational Systems
7. Cooperative Research Centre for
Preservation of Modern Materials
8. Cooperative Research Centre for
Biosystematics and Biodiversity
9. Cooperative Research Centre for
Ecologically Sustainable Management
of Native Forests
10. Cooperative Research Centre
for Tropical Landscape Management

Work colloquium
An international colloquium dealing
with issues of work and care is being
hosted by the Research School of Social Sciences at Ursula College on 6-8

July.
Called Shifting Ground: The Dialectics of Work/Care, the colloquium will
have a major focus on ways of changing the way we think about and organise the categories and experiences of
work and care in our culture. Contact:
Dr Carol Bacchi (06) 249 3049.
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ASTEC funding policyjeopardises
major gravity waves project
BY KAY BARNEY

A group of senior physicists at
the ANU claims the Australian
Science a n d T e c h n o l o g y
Council's funding policy has
jeopardised a major project,
on gravity waves, which could
solve many of the mysteries of
the universe.

month on the 90 or so proposals
submitted, saying that the Gravitadonal Observatory, 'while being
scientifically attractive, does not

search but one that cannot be
classed at this stage as a major national research facility before gravitadonal waves are detected.'

ASTEC should have had the
vision to select one or two of the
so-called "risky" new technology
projects that could reap huge

The ANU physicists havejoined
with their counterparts at the
University of Western Australia to
catch the 'elusive' gravity waves.
The two universities last month
established the Australian International Gravitational Research
Centre, to pool expertise in the
area from all over Australia and to
lobby the Federal Government to
provide funds for a $50 million
Gravitational Observatory in Australia.

However, ASTEC reported last

'Constructing a laser interferometer in Germany will cost twice
as much as in Australia, because it
will have to be located underground, for reasons of size and
insulation from disturbances,' he
said.

qualify for government support as
a nadonal project funded entirely
by Australia...ASTEC sees this
proposal as a challenging experiment at the cutting edge of re-

Dr Bachor said the six proposals recommended by ASTEC for
funding all used existing technology and were mostlyjust upgrades
to existing projects.

McDonalds - far more than
just a burger joint
BY PETER COTTON

A Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies at the ANU
says critics of McDonalds,
service stations and other mass
retail chains ignore the cultural importance of what he
calls formula environments.
Professor Amos Rapoport,
Distinguished Professor of Architecture at the University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee, said human beings had traditionally
maintained very predictable environments.
'People sneer at McDonalds,
Kentucky Fried and gas stations,
but if you analyse them objectively, they are extremely efficient
and beautifully designed systems,' Professor Rapoport said.
'All you need to see when travelling on the road is a yellow arch
and everything about the place
becomes predictable.
'You know what it will look
like inside the building, what
you'll buy, how much it will cost
and how it will taste, and that's
important.'

Visiting Fellow to the ANU from
the Max Planck Institute for
Quantum
Optics,
Roland
Schilling, says the Australian group
is among the small number of
groups around the world, including groups in USA, Germany,
France and Italy, working at the
leading edge of gravity wave research.
He has more than 20 years experience in the field and is part of
a team in Germany that is vying to
build a laser interferometer in
Germany. However he admits that
Australia, with it wide open spaces,
is better suited in many ways for
such a facility.

The proposal for a Gravitational
Observatory is before the Australian Science and T e c h n o l o g y
Council (ASTEC) as a Major National Research Facility.
ANU physicists, Drs David
McClelland and Hans Bachor, said
the massive potential of such a
project had been recognised by
the State Government of Western
Australia which had already committed the necessary land, 100
kilometres north of Perth, as well
as power and an access road for
the observatory.

fields, using a technology that is
directly applicable to large-scale
gravity wave detectors.'

Professor Rapoport said that
one of the functions of culture was
to routinise human behaviour.
'When we wake up in the morning we don't have to think how
we'll dress. We just dress the way
people do in our particular culture and that leaves room for
thinking about other things,' he
said.
'Of course you'd lose diversity
if everything became grey suits,
McDonalds or Sheratons, and increasing the diversity of environments is essential, but we need
predictability as well as mystery
and complexity and excitement.
'We need a balance. Too much
uncertainty in our environment is
very bad, just as complete predictability is very bad.'
Professor Rapoport said the
people who knocked McDonalds
and other mass fastfood chains
were knocking something which
was more of a complement to their
essential human natures than they
realised.
'McDonalds is the closest thing
we have to tribal architecture and
it works because it satisfies human
wants.

'We should also remember
that predictability is very important in a mobile society like ours.'
The study of these and other
environments from such a perspective is part of a relatively new
field, Environment Behaviour
Studies, which is concerned with
three major questions:
• the bio-social psychological and cultural characteristics of human beings that play or
should play a role in organising
and shaping environments;
• the kinds of effects different aspects of the environemt
have on various groups of people, under what sets of circumstances, and why.
'And therefore which environments people choose for
themselves,' Professor Rapoport
said.
• the mechanisms that
link people and environments.
In trying to answer these
questions, the full range of environments must be studied - not
only the work of professional
designers but the environments
of pre-literate cultures, the vernacular, and the popular.

scientific advances for Australia,'
he said. Gravity waves cannot be
seen or felt or as yet, measured,
however physicists are convinced
they exist, said Dr McClelland.
'Unlike light and radio waves,
gravity waves travel freely through
space without being absorbed or
scattered by matter. It is this property that makes them so useful for
looking into the beginnings of the
universe. With light, you can look
back to the first second the universe was created, but with gravity
waves you will be able to see back
to the first millisecond.'
Einstein in 1916, proposed the
existence of gravity waves in his
Theory of Relativity. According to
Einstein's theory, gravitational
waves move out from their source
like ripples across a pond. As they
move through space, they compress and expand space and matter that they come into contact
with. Gravitational waves compress
and expand the earth too but we
cannot feel the effects because they
are so infinitesimal.
However, cataclysmic events in
space, such as stars exploding,
cause gravity waves of sufficient
strength that we could measure
them.
'After decades of research,
physicists are now ready to construct a gravity wave detector,
called a laser interferometer. In
principle, the technology exists to
build a a laser interferometer, but
we will be pushing that technology past existing limits to achieve
the necessary level of performance
to catch the gravity waves,' Dr
McClelland said.
'The ANU's Department of
Physics and Theoretical Physics is
already building small-scale interferometers to detect ultra-weak
ANU

Dr McClelland believes that for
optimal detection of gravity waves,
it is necessary to build a laser interferometer in Australia. To record
useful information about gravity
wave sources, physicists expect they
will need at least three facilities,
widely spaced around the world.
There are already plans to build
two in the USA, on opposite sides
of the country and there are plans
in Europe waiting for funding approval. If one detector shows a
wave that is also picked up by other
detectors at the correct time, this
is further corroboration of the
existence of the wave. However, a
detector in the southern hemisphere is required in order to have
the source of the waves accurately
pinpointed.
The planned laser interferometer is like an L, with two arms of
the L of equal length, three kilometres long. A laser beam is projected from the middle of the two
arms, split to go up each arm to
mirrors to reflect it back and forth
50 times before returning to the
middle where the parts are then
recombined. The reading indicates whether the mirrors have
changed position, due to a gravity
wave moving them. Calculations
are then made to determine the
source of the waves.
Dr Bachor said there are many
challenges that need to be overcome. Just one of the challenges
facing scientists in building a laser
interferometer is how to hang a 30
centimetre mirror at the end of
the tunnel in such a way that it
does not move by more than the
size of a nucleus of an atom. The
answer is to hang it from a pendulum and keep it very 'quiet', insulated from disturbances so the only
movements it makes reflect gravity waves, not vibrations from people walking or kangaroosjumping
around outside.
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Intellectual multilateralism and
Japanese studies in Australia
BY WILLIAM H . COALDRAKE*

IN September last year I participated in two Japanese Studies conferences in Europe.
The first, held under the auspices of the Nissan Institute of
Japanese Studies at Oxford, addressed the theme of The Quality of
Life in Japan. The second was the
triannual meeting of the EuropeanJapanese Studies Association,
held for the first time in a reunified
Germany.
The site for the conference was
the pre-war Japanese Embassy in
Berlin,
now
remodelled
architecturally and institutionally
as the German Japanese Centre
(near the former site of the Berlin
Wall).
The Oxford conference was a
specialised seminar with a limited
number of invited speakers, while
the Berlin conference was reminiscent of Shinjuku Station in
Tokyo at rush hour; there were
some 550 participants from all over
Europe, including former Eastern
Bloc countries, and concurrent
sessions on themes in social anthropology, twentieth-century
history, economics and trade, and
architecture and urban planning.
Both conferences were stimulating and their principal findings
will find their way into various
publications in due course. Beyond the immediate intellectual
content of the papers, the maturity and vigour ofjapanese Studies
in Europe prompted me to reflect
upon the Australian approach to
the study ofJapan, particularly as
these conferences followed hard

on the heels of our own successful
Biennial Conference of the Japanese Studies Associadon of Australia held at the ANU only two
months earlier.
The experience in Europe suggests that in Australia we need to
broaden our study ofjapan from a
bilateral into a multilateral process. With our tightly focused approach to Japanese language acquisition in the context of the
study o f j a p a n from the viewpoint
of Australian trade, tourism and
government policy, do we have a
sufficiently multilateral view of
Japan? By this I mean approaches
to Japan-related disciplines and
interdisciplinary work, and the

COMMENT
the Netherlands. However, the
European study of Japan has
greatly expanded in the last decade, with new centres of significance from Stirling to Madrid and
from Cardiff to Venice.
There is much to be learned
from these new centres as well as
from the long-establishedjapanese
centres in Europe. There may be
some tendency to re-invent the
wheel but this should not distract
us from the important European
efforts to understand Japanese

sense and meaning o f j a p a n seen
from the viewpoint of European
civilizadon.
Many of us already are well
aware of the North American study
of Japan in our work. After all,
major institutions such as Harvard,
Yale, Columbia, Princeton and
Berkeley pioneered the post-war
development ofjapanese Studies
and are well represented in Japan
with campuses and exchange programs.
We are also well aware of the
work of traditional centres of
'Oriental Studies' in Britain and

rent activity of thejapanese print
movement and includes work by
DURING July, the Canberra
Tadayoshi Nakabayashi, Noriko
School ofArt Gallery wdll host
Kiyozuka and Tetsuya Noda, who
a mini 'festival' of contempovisited the Canberra School of Art
rary Japanese art, featuring
in 1990.
prints, ceramics and textiles,
The Shofu and
Japanese
in two authoritative and inexhibition consists of contempotriguing exhibitions.
rary ceramics by Eiichi Shofu, an
The main exhibition. Print
established porcelain artist, and a
Works by Japanese Contemporary
collection of silk kimonos from
Artists, is a current survey of
Aya Miyata.
modern Japanese prints. The
Eiichi Shofu's ceramics show a
exhibition runs from 10 July to 1
deep spiritual sensitivity. He uses
August. To compliment the print
the special technique 'Sometsuke'
exhibition, the CSA Foyer Galto produce his predominantly blue
lery will present Shofu andMiyata,
and white ceramics. Shofu's poran exhibition of contemporary
celain has been described as beJapanese ceramics and kimonos,
ing ultimately perfect and posfrom 8 July to 25 July.
sessing an incomparable beauty.
Print Works byJapanese ContemAya Miyata will be in Australia
porary Artists draws on Japan's
for the opening of the exhibitions
heritage as one of the world's
on 9July. Miyata's work consists of
great print cultures. The survey
silk textiles, which are different
of selected Japanese prints aims
from traditional kinds of kimonos
to foster a better understanding
in that her work resembles the
of current trends in thejapanese
painter's art and her designs are
prints.
reminiscent of abstract paintings.
Print Works byJapanese Contem- Each step of the process is personally undertaken by Miyata, from
porary Artists illustrates the curBY JANELLE FORD

REPORTER

While recognising our important responsibilides to the immediate economic and technological future of Australia in Asia, and
in Japan in pardcular, we should
also develop greater sensitivity to
what lies beyond Japan's immediate material success.
Contemporary Japan is more
comprehensible at every level from
the European perspective because

'...denying (ourpast in Western civilisation) in
order to affirm the importance ofpartnership in
Asia ... is a dangerously false mutual exclusion
which could see us fall between both worlds.'
civilisation past and present from
the point of view of their own
civilization.
It seems that Europeans have
fewer problems with coming to
terms with Japan as a civilisation
than we do in Australia because
they have a better sense of the
importance of cultural roots to a
nation. 'Civilisation' may now seem
outmoded as a concept for intellectual investigation, and it should
be separated from the implications
of superiority the term may have
carried in the past.

MajorJapanese exhibitions

ANU

However, 'civilisation' in the
best sense challenges our universities, with their exploding student
numbers and expanded Japanese
language courses stressing the importance of'communicative competence', to reassess some of our
priorities.
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the careful selection of silk cocoons to the spinning, dying
and weaving.
The Canberra School of Art
is the first Australian venue to
exhibit Print Works by Japanese
Contemporary Artists, which has
been supported by thejapanese
Embassy and organised by The
Japan Foundation. Nippon Airways has assisted with both exhibitions.
The exhibition coincides
with the visit of esteemed Japanese p r i n t m a k e r Atsuhiko
Musashi, Artist-in-Residence in
the CSA Printmaking Workshop
for the 1992 academic year.
Print Works by the Japanese
Contemporary Artists and the exhibition from Shofu and Miyata
will provide a unique chance to
viewjapan's diverse artistic heritage and should not be missed.
The Gallery is openWednesday,
10:30am-6:30pm and Thursday
to Saturday, 10:30am - 5:00pm.
Information Contact:Janelle
Ford Phone: 249 5809

J a p a n ' s highly complex interweaving of past and present, tradition and technology, war-time dislocation and rapid post-war recovery, approximates more closely
with Europe's experience than it
does with Australia's.
In Europe the need for language competence grounded in
understanding of culture is selfevident. From the shared sense of
civilisation between Europe and
Japan flows a different ordering of
priorities in terms of interpersonal
relationships, government and
business communication, and the
pattern of negotiation between
individuals and institutions.
Whatever the friction over trade
and market access between Japan
and the EC, the attention to protocol, sensitivity to the family and
educational background of one's
counterparts, and the pace and
sequence of negotiations, fall
much more readily for Europeans
into what may be described as a
Japanese' pattern.
For Australians, there are profound problems in understandingjapan which have their basis in
our own experience of civilisation.
We are now defensive about our
past in Western civilisation and
Europe to the point of some of
our political leaders denying it in
order to affirm the importance of
partnership in Asia.
This is a dangerously false mutual exclusion which could see us
fall between both worlds. In our
present economic climate there is
an almost desperate focus on Asian
relations in terms of business, trade
and political advantage.
The Japanese experience of
material success is to realise that
much is lost in the pragmatic pursuit of GNP and that attention and
resources must be devoted to

nourishing the cultural basis of
society. In our pursuit of economic
benefits from trade with Asia, we
are accepting at face value the
most materialist messages which
have come from Japan's success
over the last half century without
looking to the cultural foundations for that material success.
We need to go beyond materialism to understand the finely
woven texture of social organisation and values, and the subtie
cultural patterns which lie behind
them, both within Japan and our
own nation.
We need to consider how to
relate those fields of immediate
and practical consequence to
Australia, such as economics, political science, international relations and technological fields, to a
broader appreciation of the invisible processes that work beneath
the surface of civilisation.
In this, close contact with our
European colleagues would be an
important step forward because
the strength of those fields, such
as social anthropology, vital to understanding the processes of civilisation, was particularly notable
at the Berlin conference. This type
of intellectual multilateralism, is
an essential corrective to our own
tendency towards pragmatic parochialism in the interpretation of
Japan.
We still have a tendency to study
the past by dwelling on it, to
magnify the dark side ofjapan out
of all proportion to reality by unhealthy preoccupation with gangsters, militarists and social problems inherent in any modernizing
society. Australian society is accepting of the iconoclastic, seduced by the sceptical, and convinced by the spiritually agnostic.
Too often this is the approach
used to 'explain'Japan.
The problem has been exacerbated by the media, which is inevitably concerned with that which is
parochial and negative. It seeks to
define international relations by
conflict, government by its failings, politicians and business by
their corruption, and Japan by its
threat and wickedness. This will
lead us nowhere in approaching
the complexities ofjapanese civilisation . It is healthy to take a more
multilateral view of Japan by
learning from the European experience. We should gain a better
sense of civilisation both in Australia and in Japan.

"^Professor Coaldrake has been Senio
Research Fellow in the Division ofPacific and Asian History and Centre
Associate of the Australia-Japan Research Centre since 1988. He took up
the Foundation Chair offapanese at
the University of Melbourne in July.
He continues his association xvith the
ANU as Associate Director ofthe Project
on the History of the East Asian Environment.

The place of clothes pegs in the prepared piano
tuning is a craft that takes years of training to perfect.
Preparing a piano requires different skills, over and above that
of the piano tuner.

PIANO

Preparing the School of Music piano is Nigel Butterley, winner of
the 1992 S o u n d s Australian Award for the best Australian composition, who has been teaching and p e r f o r m i n g at the School of Music.
T h e technique used in 'the p r e p a r e d piano' involves placing
foreign objects between the strings of a piano to alter the pitch. T h e s e
can include bolts, screws, bits of rubber, plasdc, felt strips or even
wooden clothes pegs.
T h e technique was invented in 1938 by American c o m p o s e r J o h n
Cage. T h e effect is to soften the sound and make the piano less strident
than the convendonal u n p r e p a r e d piano. T h e process can take several
hours to complete and e x p o n e n t s c o n c e d e that the technique is, by
definition, quite imprecise, with m u c h being left to the musical taste
of the pianist. T h e most f a m o u s piece for p r e p a r e d piano is C a g e ' s 'Sonatas and Interludes'.
Nigel Butterley was Lecturer in Contemporary Music at the Newcastle Conservatorium until his retirement in 1991 to concentrate, with
the help of a four-year Australian Ardsts Creative Fellowship, on
composidon.
From his first A B C Young Australia broadcast at the age of 14, Nigel
has been active as a pianist, particularly in new and unfamiliar music,
and as an accompanist.
T h e instrumental octet ' L a u d e s ' , written in 1963 after a period of
study in L o n d o n with Priaulx Rainier, established him as one of the
leaders of the new wave of Australian composers. In 1966 his 'In the
Head the Fire' was awarded the Italia Prize for music especially written
for radio. Last year he was a p p o i n t e d a M e m b e r of the O r d e r of
Australia for services to music. His visit to the School of Music was m a d e
possible with the g e n e r o u s support of the Friends of the School.

After the reviews, JCSMR
BY DAVID WASHINGTON

all the upheavals of
the past year, the acdng Director of the John Curtin School
of Medical Research (JCSMR),
Professor Ian Young believes
one factor has remained constant in the hfe of the school.

THROUGH

'Its research has always been
g o o d , despite the criticism of
morale,' he says. 'That's often
overlooked. T h e J o h n Curtin
School is a great national resource.
It has a very p r o u d history.'
Professor Young has seen the
School through the latter part of
the most difficult period in its history. Now, he's looking a h e a d to
the school's future as a vibrant,
accountable, outward looking, research institution which is seen as
an important player in the nadonal
medical research effort.
He says J C S M R has taken a
number of steps to achieve this
aim, including implementation of
all the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of the
1988 review of the School.

With f u n d i n g of the School being transferred to the D e p a r t m e n t
of Health, Housing and C o m m u nity Services ( D H H C S ) , other ref o r r > to ensure financial accountability have been introduced.
T h e School will now be subject
to five-yearly reviews (similar to
research institutes f u n d e d by the
National Health and Medical Research Council ( N H & M R C ) ) . A
liaison c o m m i t t e e , with t h r e e
m e m b e r s of the university, two
officers of D H H C S and a Professor of Medicine from the University of Q u e e n s l a n d , is monitoring
the School's m a n a g e m e n t .
Professor Young favors the introduction of rolling five-year appointments, as an a d d e d employment category, which would make
t h e J C S M R m o r e comparable with
i n s t i t u t i o n s f u n d e d by t h e
N H & M R C . It would also improve
the c a r e e r s t r u c t u r e f o r nontenured staff at the School, who
would have the opportunity to
move to rolling tenure.
T h e s e moves, aimed at bring-

OPTOMETRIST
Pino & Langley,^^
Contact lens Practltlonep
Bulk Billed
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Union Building
ANU

Hours 9-5
Ph: 247 2030
for appointment
(next to Newsagency)

gets on zvith the job

ing the School in line with other
medical research institutions, have
been coupled with a mor'
itward looking a p p r o a c h I
le
JCSMR.

'While we would like to see our
funding returned to DEET, we also
recognise the need to focus on
our research mission,' Professor
Young said.

T h e s e measures included the
School's first serious involvement
in N a t i o n a l Medical R e s e a r c h
Week last month, which included
two public lectures and a successful dinner which brought together
J C S M R staff and polidcal and other
leaders in the field of h e a l t h /
medical e d u c a d o n .

H e said a n u m b e r of measures
were being taken to improve the
School as a research environment.
A m e m b e r of staff had been appointed as a trouble-shooter to
liaise with different categories of
staff and idendfy problems.

'We are o p e n i n g up the School
in the sense of trying to promote
positive relationships with the rest
of the medical research community,' Professor Young said.
Other moves included increasing the n u m b e r of collaborative
projects betweenJCSMR and other
i n s d t u d o n s and m o r e vigorous
promotion of t h e J C S M R ' s visidng
fellowship p r o g r a m within the
Australian scientific community
(instead of focusing mostly on the
overseas community).
Reforms are also underway internally to facilitate communication, improve the research environment and boost morale. Professor Young said the findings of
the Senate Standing Committee,
which vindicated many of the
School's criticisms of the Stephen
Report, had bolstered morale
within the School.
[The Stephen Report was critical of aspects of the School and
r e c o m m e n d e d that weak areas of
research be wound up and that
some areas be moved to other
Schools. It r e c o m m e n d e d the remainder of the School b e c o m e a
separate institute f u n d e d for research by the N H & M R C . These
recommendations were rejected
by the ANU.]

'There are plans being develo p m e n t for new laboratory space
next year, rehabilitation of other
areas, and, following a n u m b e r of
retirements, we can seriously look
at recruidng some new scientific
talent to the School, particularly
young sciendsts,' Professor Young
said. 'I believe an important part
of this School's role is to attract
young scientific talent back from
overseas.'
Despite the dangers Professor
Young sees in the new f u n d i n g
a r r a n g e m e n t s , he is o p d m i s d c
about the future of t h e J C S M R .

Research in
Northern Australia
T h e state of research about Australia's huge northern region will
be studied by a g r o u p of institutions, including the ANU.
The $53,524 project will result in a
Summary of Northern Australian Research,
an organisational database and the
inclusion of records of research
projects in the Northern Territory
University Library's database.
The project, funded by the Australian Science and Technology Council
and the Office of Northern Development, will be carried out by the Northern Territory University Library in
association with the North Australia
Research Unit of the ANU and James
Cook University of North Queensland.
The summary will review the distribution, organisation and funding of
research and development activities
relevant to Northern Australia over
the period 1987-91 with financial information for 1990-91. Nearly half of
Australia lies north of the 26th parallel
but it is occupied by only 5.4 per cent
of the population.
Information required for the summary will be obtained by surveys of
organisations undertaking research in
Northern Australia, including universities, CSIRO, research institutes,
companies and industry bodies.

THE AUSTRALIAN
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

LIVERSIDGE COURT APARTMENTS
One and two bedroom apartments with private
facilities, colour TV, full kitchen and laundry. Direct
Dial telephone with STD, IDD and fax connection.
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on Phone (06) 249 2503
or Fax (06) 249 0737.
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RESEARCH SCHOOL (5F SOCIAL SCIENCES
S c h o o l history
Brennan - mare than a baritonefrom Broken Hill
They knew how to die in
Victorian England
THE Research School of Social Sciences was one of the foundaUon schocfts of the
Australian NaUonal University from the year of the University's genesis in 1946.

Social sciences remains essentially in the form in which it was established in the late 1940s, a
form which was subject to lengthy consideration and debate at the time.

people living during
the Victorian era coped more
effectively with death than
many people in contemporary
Britain and Australia, and we
can learn from their experiences, according to work being done by a scholar at the
Research School of Social Sciences (RSSS) at the ANU.
BRITISH

Associate Professor Patjalland,
a Visiting Fellow in the History
Program of RSSS, is on secondment from Murdoch University
for two years to write a book for
Oxford University Press on Death
in the Victorian Family.

ideal of the 'good death'.

unbelievers, as so often in novels.

In the first half of the nineteenth century the evangelical
movement reinvigorated the traditional Christian model of the
good death, requiring piety and
preparation as well as fortitude in
the face of suffering.

There were many Victorian ways
of death, according to major variables such as age, disease, size and
nature of the family, religious beliefs, wealth and class.

From the 1860s this was gradually replaced by a medical model
of the 'calm and easy' death, which
gave priority to the relief of pain
and suffering by judicious use of
opiates and alcohol, and careful
attention to the 'economy of the
death chamber'.

While death is a universal fact
for all human beings, scholars in
the social sciences and humanities
have now recognised the need to
study death and grief in contemporary society. Historians in Australia and Britain have, however,
been relatively slow to contribute
to this important new field, according to Associate Professor
Jalland.
Her current project aims to
e x p a n d o u r limited historical
knowledge of the experience of
death, grief and m o u r n i n g in
nineteenth and early twentieth
century Britain, with the intention
of turning next to a similar study
for Australia.
Associate Professor Jalland focuses on the experiences of large
networks of families in the British
middle and upper classes, drawing
on their private diaries and correspondence, death memorabilia
and black-edged condolence letters.
Eighty-five family manuscript
collections have been examined
for a period of almost a century
(1830 to 1920), allowing analysis
of the world of private experience
of death, dying, grief and mourning.
The first half of the book aims
to analyse the experience of death
and dying in these Victorian families, to understand the roles of
doctors and clergymen, the management of the process of dying,
and the changing nature of the

Associate Professor Pat Jalland
As one Victorian doctor exp l a i n e d , when d e a t h was approaching, 'we dismiss all thought
of cure, or of the prolongation of
life' to concentrate rather on relieving pain and rendering moral
support and practical advice to
the family carers.
T h e evidence also shows, however, that even in the early Victorian period, few actual death-bed
experiences imitated the evangelical ideal of the good death,
which required an exceptional
combination of good f o r t u n e ,
good management and good
character.
T h e evidence from family archives illustrates the gulf between
the family reality and the idealised
deathbed scenes in biography and
fiction. In real life, ugly deaths
were not reserved for sinners and

Death itself, and the process of
dying, were rarely greeted with joy
or conceptualised as things of
beauty in the historical world of
family experience.
T h e second half of the book
examines the ways in which Victorian families came to terms with
grief and assesses the funcdon and
value of mourning customs and
rituals. T h e evidence suggests that
most nineteenth century mourning rituals helped to meet the
psychological needs of the bereaved by structuring the grieving
process within a coherent framework which helped reduce the terrifying aspects of death and also
rallied the support of family and
friends.
Pat jalland explores the process of grief and mourning further
by examining the experience of
widowhood, as one of the most
traumatic forms of grief T h e evidence shows that Queen Victoria's classic case of prolonged and
chronic grief was most unusual
among nineteenth centuiy widows, who were generally able to
return to a more normal life within
about two years. Widows had a
tougher time than widowers, for
the consoladons of paid employment and remarriage were generally reserved for men.
Associate Professor J a l l a n d
concludes that the decline in religious belief was the major determinant of historical change in attitudes and customs relating to
death, grief and m o u r n i n g between 1830 and 1920.
T h e challenge of science, agnostic versions of Darwinism and
the advance of secularism increasingly undermined traditional certainties about the good death and
the nature of immortality.
T h e trauma of the First World
War reinforced and accelerated
the changes already in motion but
did not fundamentally alter their
direction.

National Social Science Survey a leader
THE National Social Science
Survey, conducted since 198485 by RSSS, is Australia's
leading social science survey.
It is an annual survey of a
large, representative national
sample of citizens aged 18 and
over, and it typically includes
some 35 pages of questions on
attitudes and values and about
25 pages of veiy detailed background and demographic questions with a very high standard of
precision.

T h e survey has no connection
with any business or political party
and is devoted entirely to academic
research in a wide range of topics
of interest in the social sciences,
pardcularly political science, labour economics and sociology.
T h e National Social Science
Survey is unique in that it is the
Australian member of the International Social Sui^ey Programme
(ISSP), a m a j o r collaborative
project by leading academic surveys in Europe and the United
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States which annually collects
data in many countries.
T h e aim of the ISSP is to
collect precisely c o m p a r a b l e
datawhich reveal similarities and
differences between the countries on social atutudes, values
and politics.
T h e RSSS group, involving
Drsjonathan Kelley, Clive Bean
and Mariah Evans, have conducted eight major sui-veys so
far and are now gearing up for
the next.

Originally, four main chairs were decided upon: polidcal science, economics, social [^ilosophy
and law.
Today, the School embodies a n u m b e r of diverse disciplines - economics, law, poliii( d science,
history, philosophy, sociology and economic history.
A central object of the School since its inception has been to balance two competing demands;
that of maintaining high quality work in the separate disciplines on one hand; a id that of
exploiting the School's unique multi-disciplinary character and the resuUing distinct; e collegial
environment on the other.
Over the School's history there have been various attempts to manage that balancc.In the mid1960s multi-disciplinary units were set u p in the fields of History of Ideas, Urban Research,
Education Research (discontinued in 1973), and more recently. Federalism Researc*^.
During the 1980s the School established a series of inter-disciplinary five-year projejp on such
topics as T h e Public and Private in Social Life, Social Justice, Law and Politics ofj [ndustrial
Relations, Ageing and the Family and Automated Reasoning.
Following a comprehensive independent review of the School in 1988, a ne divisional
structurewas implemented in 1990 which involves an organisation of the School intofo divisions
- Historical Studies, Philosophy and law. Demography and Sociology, and Politics and^onomics.

DIRECTORY
Division of Demography and S o c i o l o g y
D e m o g r a p h y Program Australia's major concentration of demographies. The PJ )gram's
concerns focus on Australian populadon issues and on the demography of the widej* region
(most notably, Indonesia, China, Vietnam and Tasmania). Professor Gavin Jones
2306.
i
S o c i o l o g y Program T h e Program concentrates on social mobility and social saiidfactions
and has a strong tradition of empirically oriented research. This program is the home of the
NaUonal Social Science Survey. Professor Frank Jones ext 3006/2220.
Division o f Historical Studies
History Program, O n e of the world's pre iminent
locations for Australian/British and Australian/Irish history, the program accommo iates the
accepted world expert on war memorials and is currently engaged in contribuiii J to the
Australian Vietnam War history and the the study of death and grieving in nineteenil century
Britain (among other things). Professor Paul Bourke ext 2340.
Australian Dictionary o f Biography T h e ADB is an ongoing co-operative research
project that has since its beginning in 1966, involved over 3,000 contributors. Thedictionaiy
is now commencing on the 1940-80 period; the first 13 volumes, deal with the penod up to
1940, and involve entries for over 1,000 persons. Professor John Ritchie ext 2676.

)

History o f Ideas Program T h e main interests of the Histoiy of Ideas Prograi) arc the
nineteenth and twentieth century social, legal, philosophic and artistic ideas and id ologies,
and the development and impact of ideas in the social and life sciences. Dr NicolesR ipkc ext
3411.

Division of Law and P h i l o s o p h y

i

P h i l o s o p h y Program T h e major areas of interest are epistemology/metaphysics and
ethical/poliucal philosophy. An outstanding program with a significant international reputation. Professor Frank Jackson ext 2146.
^
Law Program
A small program, but with an impressive diversity of intei Jsts and
influence. Current major projects include one on 'Integrity in Government' and another on
'Regulation of Nursing Homes'. Professor Paul Finn ext 3291.
'

Division of P o l i t i c s and E c o n o m i c s

>

E c o n o m i c s Program A vigorous program that has tradidonally focused on Australian
economic policy and labour economics, but also includes a major presence in ecoiometric
theory. Professor R Gregoiy ext 2387/2192.
^
E c o n o m i c History Program
A small and very energetic group, with intercs i in long
run economic change (e.g. the last thousand years in England) and the household conomy
in Australia 1788-1990. Emergent areas of interest include environmental econonii histoiy.
Professor Graeme Snooks ext 2449.
Political Science Program
Political theory and the politics of labour relations are
ongoing areas of work. Gender politics have recenUy become a more central concern.
Professor Barry Hindess ext 2120.
U r b a n R e s e a r c h Program
A multi-disciplinary program concerned with the study of
Australian cities, and their effects in Australian society. Professor Pat Troy ext 4432/2297.

IT pleases Professor Geoffrey
Brennan, in a delightftdly personal w^ay, that in his early days
on campus more people knew
him as a fine baritone singer
than as a serious academic.

During his years at high school,
in the unlikely environs of Broken
Hill where being interested in
classical music was regarded as
highly suspicious, he considered
becoming a professional singer.
'I get a lot of satisfaction out of
singing. I do think it's an important part of my vision of what I like
to be,' he told ANU Reporter.
'I like to have a lot of strings to
my bow and the singing is something that's very, very dilTerent
from the intellectual stuff.

stay of the local repertory society,
the philharmonic and other cultural activities.
He did a fair bit of singing,
played tennis and cricket and became head boy at the school.
He speaks fondly of the educauon he received. T h e teachers
attracted to 'Silver City' were the
reasonably ambitious type who
wanted to get on.
'Because 90 per cent of kids left
and went to the mines at the end
of third year, if you were in the
academic stream and likely to go
on to the leaving certificate there
was a lot of enthusiasm to teach
you,' he said.

At this point he became more
interested in public finance than
in mainstream economics and was
convinced by his teacher to do a
PhD, a decision accepted by the
Bureau of Statistics .

His supervisor went to teach in
Canada, however, but not before
talking the 23-year-old graduate
into applying for his j o b as Lecturer in Public Finance.
A l o n g t h e way, t h e y o u n g
Brennan discovered the virtues of
publishing work and, as chance
would have it, the University allowed staff candidates to complete
a PhD by published work. At the
time he was teaching a n d re-

at the Center for Study of Public
Choice at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute.
Brennan went to the Public
Choice Center on a brief sabbatical in 1976-77. During that year
he began a collaboration with
Buchanan that persuaded him to
move with his family to Virginia to
take u p a full-time position in the
Public Choice Center.

His ume there is noted, in the
main, for two co-publications with
Buchanan - The Power to Tax:
Analytical Foundatioyis of a Fiscal
Constitu Lion a n d The Reason ofRu les:

Constitutional Political Economy.
It would require more space

'It's a veiy physical thing; it's
emotional and it engages parts of
your personal repertoire which
wouldn't be in play ifyouwerejust
an intellectual.
T h e r e ' s got to be a bit of renaissance person about each of us,'
he says.

T h e young Geoff was adjudged
to be 'bright' and put into special
classes at Hurstville School.
Life took a dramatic cultural
and geographical turn when his
father was posted to Broken Hill, a
hardship post where time in the
teaching system counted as ume
and a half.
All his secondary education was
completed at Broken Hill High
School, with 1,600 students - then
the biggest school in the state.
He did not much like Broken
Hill, with its 60 foot slag heaps and
corrugated iron buildings.
Being from a teacher's family,
he mixed with what qualified as
the 'intellectual class' - the main-

'We were just doing the academic thing...we wrote the book
for academics,' he says.
They were criticised academically and by the public finance
mainstream because they had
dared to differ from the standard
conclusions.

'I enjoy being original and saying something original and I like
to challenge sacred cows,' he says.

'I'm cordially regarded as a
staunch right winger in policy
terms...but I d o n ' t regard myself
as an ideological kind of person,'
he says, although he concedes that
he is a political sceptic.

His f a t h e r h a d s t u d i e d accountancy and, after working for a
n u m b e r of small firms, took a j o b
in the NSW Technical Education
system, a f o r e r u n n e r of the modern TAFE.

'It had never been our ambidon to exercise a major infiuence
on policy,' Professor Brennan recalls.

Brennan says he actually enjoys
being attacked from the left and
the right of the polidcal spectrum.

Right-wing ogre? He rejects
that assertion, although certainly
he has been called right wing by
the type of people who tiy to categorise everyone by ideology.

GeofT Brennan spent his primary school years in the sunny
environment of Sydney's southern beaches, in Sans Souci.

T h e book was used by some to
provide an intellectual underpinning for the tax limits campaign,
something neither envisaged nor
sought by the authors.

Brennan and Buchanan went
on to work in another area of high
c o n t r o v e r s y , t h e q u e s t i o n of
whether the polidcal processes are
adequately equipped for, or any
better than, market forces at reguladng the distribution of income.

At 47 Geoff Brennan does indeed have many strings to his bow.
Director of the unique Research
School of Social Sciences (RSSS),
baritone singer, Anglican G.hurch
elder, advocate of Public Choice
theoi-y and right wing ogre!

'I've always been a kind of academic academic, interested in
ideas and following ideas wherever diey go. I'm concerned to
have "an influence",' he adds.

Publication co-incided with the
citizen-inidated 'proposition 13'
in California, an attempt to put
the lid on State property tax collecdon.

Near the end of his secondaiy
schooling he toyed with the idea
of becoming a lawyer. This was in
the days before television and Periy
Mason. A friendly teacher warned
that the law was a pretty depressing profession because you always
saw the worst side of people.

searching public economics, pul>
lie choice was emerging as the
'logical corollaiy' or 'necessaiy
next step'.

He was steered into a career in
economics by a cadetship at the
ANU f u n d e d by the Bureau of
Statistics, an arrangement he remembers as being lavish.

Professor Brennan remembers;
'People began asking the question; "well it's all veiy well for the
public finance people to make
recommendations about what the
tax system ought to be and what
the government ought to spend
its money on, but what makes us
believe that this has any real political relevance?".'

'They paid your accommodation in Bruce Hall, gave you good
spending money and met all the
university fees,' he recalls.
In the long university vacation
he worked as a clerk at the Bureau
and was paid a base rate.

Public finance was mainly concerned with the theoiy of taxation
and public expenditure from the
posidon of cost/benefit analysis.

It might surprise some colleagues that their current director
of RSSS literally sang his way to
failure in the second year of his
B.Ec (Hons).
'I had a terrific year in second
year; I bombed out wonderfully. I
majored in choral society,' he says.

'That kind of general quesdon
hovered in the background for
public finance people. I think economics has always had a predisposition to separate understandings
of the way the world works from
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . Any recomm e n d a d o n s can come only after
we understand the way the world
is,' he says.

He then did a part-time year,
picked u p the two subjects he
missed and the University allowed
him to re-enrol in the honours
stream.

Some interesting work on the
quesdon of public choice was being d o n e at the time by James M
Buchanan and Gordon Tullock at
the University ofVirginia and later

than is available h e r e to even
scratch the surface of the public
choice debate but the first book
dealt with the whole question of
governments raising taxes. T h e
standard public finance argument
is that the broader the tax base the
better - with fixed revenue requirements, a broader tax base
means lower rates, and lower rates
normally mean fairer and more
efilcient taxes.
'But suppose it's the case that
when you broaden the base, all
diat happens is that the governm e n t raises more revenue - a
plausible enough assumpdon.
'Well then you can't evaluate
whether it's a desirable thing to
broaden the base or not unless
you think that increasing the size
of public spending is a desirable
thing. Now that's a highly controversial matter,' he says.
What Brennan and Buchanan
argued was that there was a certain
point when the a m o u n t of revenue the government received was
about right and that beyond that
point increasing the size of the tax
base was undesirable and indeed
could be seen as 'ripping off the
public.

When the Public Choice Center
moved to a University in Northern
V i r g i n i a in 1983,
Professor
Brennan decided it was time to
return to Australia and to re-establish his long reladonship with
the ANU.
After four years as Professor of
Economics and then Head of the
Economics D e p a r t m e n t in the
Faculty of Economics and Commerce he moved to RSSS, first as a
Professor in the Economics Department and Director's Section
and then, in July 1991 as the
School's Director.
Professor B r e n n a n believes
there is nowhere else in the world
like RSSS.
'Most other research insdtutes
that are in anyway comparable are
either predominandy doing contract research or they are much
smaller in scale.'
T h e 70 or so scholars are spread
across such areas as economics,
economic histoiy, polidcal science,
sociology, demography, law, philosophy, histoiy, intellectual history, histoiy of ideas and the urban research program.
'The disciplinary presences are
large enough to retain their integrity, but also they are juxtaposed
with other disciplines and there's
pressure on them to make their
results accessible to a wider range
of academics, to exploit the disdnctive collegial environment in
i n t e r e s t i n g ways, ' P r o f e s s o r
Brennan explains.
'I think a lot of the most interesdng work that's going on in the
social sciences is in the interface
between pardcular disciplines. We
are an absolutely unique place for
the pursuit of that kind of work.'
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GREAT - AUNT
ADA
GREAT-AUNT Ada lived in a
Home and we had to visit her
every Sunday and there was
always a row: 'Why do we ALWAYS have to go? I've got a lot
of homework! She doesn't even
know us when we do! Why can' t
we take it in turns then? Dad
NEVER goes! It's not fair!'.

Then there'd come the crackdown: 'GET YOUR THINGS ON
AT ONCE!'
The Home was a big old place
that must once have been the
gracious city house of a wealthy
family. The garden had been terraced to an expanse of lawn and
the house was surrounded by huge
English trees. But it had lost its
earlier splendour; the lawns were
roughly cut and the flower beds
grew only such plants as required
litde attention.
The place itself though was
clean, and the elderly who were
housed there were well cared for.
The front verandah had been enclosed to make a sunroom, and it
was here that the aunt sat when
the weather was fine.
Otherwise she was either in bed
or sitting beside it in a great
wooden chair banked with pillows
in a huge room shared with four
other old ladies. We all used to
troop through the sunroom where
they'd be on a sunny day, and
under the piercing eye of our
mother, greet each one enquiring
about health and so on. Mrs Wilson
was the comic relief. Applecheeked and bright-eyed, she had
only one response to any advance:
-Hello, Mrs Wilson.
- 1 don't know! - a polite singsong denial.
- Nice day, Mrs Wilson?
- 1 don't know.
- Keeping well, Mrs Wilson?
- 1 don't know.
But our mother would cut short
any further questions and we'd
group ourselves pushed into place
by our sergeant-major of a mother
around Aunt Ada, each pecking
R

A N U T E C H PRIZE

her cheek and
mumbling a greeting.

Billie started
The ANUTECH Prize is sponsored by ANUTECH, the ANU's
marketing arm. TheANU Reporter will publish this year selected entries to cry. ' T a k e
hissed
in the Prize competition. The winning story judged by a panel of three will o n e ! '
S o m e t i m e s receive a Macintosh Classic II and word processing software to the value ofMum, so Billie
she'd
answer; more than $3000. The closing datefar the competition was Monday 1 June, did. Auntie Ada
sometimes
she Only stories printed in Reporter are on the short-list. Manuscripts will not besmiled graciously
returned. Stories have not been published previously. Maximum length:
didn't but always approximately 1700 words. Stories are sent to the judges anonymously. The at the rest of us.
s h e ' d regard us stories we print will not carry the name of the authors because of the judges''He's the youngwith beady-eyed request for anonymity . The names of all the published authors will be listed est,' she exinterest.
O u r when the ultimate winner is announced in ANU Reporter on 9 December plained, finishmother
would 1992.
ing the rest herthen setde herself
self We all nodin the only chair and begin an
ded. 'How's Bernie?' she asked
'She's not talking about you,
animated account of family doings,
our mother. Bernie is our father.
she's wandering,' Mum said. 'This
and all the dme Aunt Ada would
isBillie,Auntie,'Mum'svoicetook
' O h , very well, t h a n k you
watch us, apparently deaf to our
on a bright reasonable note as she
Auntie,' stammered our astonmother's discourse.
dragged Billie in front of her,
ished mother. 'Why didn't he
'Frankie is in Heaven, you reThe only time her gaze dropped
come with you then?' demanded
member don't you?'
from our frozen faces was when
her aunt. Good! she was probably
our mother bent down to remove
'Beastly littie tell-tale tit. Told
off again; our father never came
from her bag the weekly offering
Father about Sissy and Paul
on these visits.
of sweets she'd made. 'Here we
Corcoran down by the creek with
'Oh, he was busy helping Faare, dear.'
no clothes on. Sis got the strap.
ther Gleeson after Mass with the
Sent away to the nuns!'
Long thin fingers picked out
parish accounts.' Our father never
each piece of coconut ice or fudge
'Ssh Auntie! You children can
went to Mass. 'He sent his love,'
every visit and at every visit she'd
go and wait outside!' We didn't
said our mother firmly, not looksay, after the third mouthful: 'Sisbudge.
ing at us.
sy's recipe.' And Mum would ap'Always getting us into trouble!'
'NO he didn't!' bawled Auntie
peal to us: 'Isn't she marvellous!'
shouted Auntie,'Father's favourAda. 'He knows!'
We never bothered answering.
ite. Used to tell Father he wanted
'Now then, Auntie dear,' beThe rest of the visit was devoted
to be a priest. Litde liar. Peed on
gan our mother, 'I think we'd betto our mother's enquiries about
the tombstones and told Father
ter be...'
how Auntie did or if she wanted
that Gerald had. Gerald got caned
'He knows, I tell you Kathleen,
for anything and if she'd seen Faafter that. We all hated Frank!'
he
knows about Frank!'
ther Gleeson that morning.
'Now, now, there there. Auntie,'
'Yes dear, yes, he knows poor
But she had only monosyllables
Mum dabbed anxiously at Auntie
Frank was lost.' soothed Mum.
in answer, until one Sunday she
Ada's flushed face.
pointed to our youngest brother
'Yes, yes,' Auntie Ada^vas impatient
'Stop that Kathleen!' snapped
and said: 'Like Frank!' Mum was
her aunt. Our mother's name is
transfixed. 'Frank, Auntie?'
Isobel. 'You know what he did to
'Yes, wants my sweets!' And with
our bedroom altar... smashed Our
Probably we shall never know what
that she shoved the bag down the
Lady and emptied the holy water.
the late President really said and
front of her cardigan. 'I'm not
Said he'd watched me doing it afthought, as distinct from the words
Frank!' shouted Billie. 'Be quiet!'
ter Ma had made me unpick my
and thoughts of others for which he
our mother commanded 'She's
hems. I had to stay in my room for
was a vehicle. Nothing in his life, as
talking about the little brother they
the rest of the week!' And she
recounted by Mr. Sorensen, is his
lost.' 'LOST!' we all called out, for
started to cry.
own for certain; there is not one
single
phrase or joke which can be
here was diversion, 'Lost where?
'Poor old thing,' whispered
attributed to him with certainty. This
Really lost or do you mean died?'
Mum, 'she's all confused.' We
is a new development in history; a
asked our big sister.
didn't think she was. This was

'THAT'S what we told Father!
So he was,' she gave a sudden
cackle, 'down the mine shaft.'
'No Auntie dear, he was lost in
the bush, you know, the SCRUB.'
'Don't be daft Kathleen.You
know q u i t e well,' A u n t had
adopted a school teacher tone,'you
know that Gerald and you and I
wentfossicking and Frank followed
us and he pinched Gerald's findings and Gerald hit him and Frank
ran off screaming that he was going to tell Father and Gerald
chased him and suddenly Frank
disappeared. He'd fallen into one
of those old shafts.'
'Oh Auntie, what did you do?'
Our mother's voice was quite high.
We were all breathless.
'Hell,' Auntie Ada smiled confidingly, 'we looked down you
know, but we couldn't see him, so
we left him there and went home.'
'Oh,' said our mother and we
all n o d d e d . Great-Aunt Ada
smoothed the front of her cardigan.
'Tea should be coming soon,'
she murmured. She looked at us
benignly. 'Goodbye Isobel,' our
Aunt said in a social voice, 'thank
you for coming, goodbye Billie
dear.' So we went.
'Demented!' Our mother spoke
with great finality as we went out of
the gates. We didn't have to visit
anymore after that, unfortunately.

Who Wrote it?

'He was lost in the bush when
the family was living in that little
mining town outside Ballarat. You
r e m e m b e r I've told you how
Grandfather kept a store there,
well...'
'Horrible little boy!' broke in
Auntie Ada, and she clenched her
hands and shook one wildly. Billie
hid behind Mum.

something like a visit, we wanted
to hear more. We watched her
intently while our mother fussed
around plumping her pillows.
Billie held on to Mum's skirt.
Suddenly Auntie Ada blew her
nose loudly, scrooped around in
her cardigan, and pulled out the
bag of sweets. 'Have one, Billie,'
she said, holding out the bag.

completely new kind of leadership.
The late President was obviously not
a moron, but he could have been
one. It would not have made the
slightest difference in the fabrication and projection of his image. As
long as he could smile, and say the
words, and wear the clothes, and
reach out to shake the multitudinous hands, he could still play his
allotted part. If and when computers
can smile (and they surely soon will),

one may very well be programmed
with all the requisite answers and
fed with all the requisite speeches,
and get elected to the presidency.
Why not? Such a computer would
doubdess be expensive, but someone as rich as Ambassador Joseph
Kennedy would be easily able to buy
one and run it for office.
We received no correct entries for
the last Who Wrote itfThe author was
Margagret Forster writing in Mother
can you hear me. The prize now jackpots. If you want to
be in the running
for a $60 voucher
f r o m University
Housesimply identify the author of
the above passage.

'
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ARTS DIARY:
Monday 13 July

Tuesday 14 July

FoyerGaneiy. Shofu & Myata:
Contemporary ceramics
and kimonos from Japan.
Until 25 July. CSA.
Gallery. Print works by
Japanese Contemporary
Artists.
A
splendid
authoritative exhibition of
t h e g r e a t diversity a n d
accomplishment of current
Japanese printmaking, the
modern expression of one
of the greatest print cultures
of the world. Organised by
thejapan Foundation. Until
1 August. CSA.

Music at Lunchtime. Works
for harp, flute and guitar Donna Watson, harp, Sally
Walker, flute, Anne Awburn
and Anthony Field, guitars.
12.30pm. University House.
Admission: $8.50 includes a
b u f f e t l u n c h , wine a n d
coffee.

L
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Wednesday

8

July

Sunday 19 July

The Institute of the Arts (ITA) at the ANU
comprises the Canberra School of Art (CSA)
and the Canberra School of Music (CSM).
Most entries in Arts Diary relate to the two
schools but any organisations or individuals
with an association with the University or the
Schools are welcome to submit information
for publication. The deadline for Diary ent r i e s for t h e n e x t i s s u e is 5 p m o n Monday ISJuly, and will b e f o r the p e r i o d 27
July to 16 August i n c l u s i v e . Further information please contact Clare Bayada, ANU
Reporter,

Carillonist Joan Chia plays
the music of France from
Lully to Satie. 2.45pm.
Carillon, Aspen Island.
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13 July - 2 6 July

x2106.

Graduate Series 3 - John
Brunato, bass baritone, with
John Luxton, piano, sings a

selection of Lieder by
Brahms, Strauss a n d
Wolf, and Schubert's

Dichterliebe Op 48. 4pm.
Rehearsal Rm 3. Admission:
$6 and $4 (concessions and
Friends) at the door.

Friday 24 July
The winner of the 5th
Sydney
International
P i a n o C o m p e t i t i o n of
Australia. 8.15pm. Llewellyn
Hall. Admission: $ 15 and $ 10
(concessions and Friends)
from the Canberra Theatre
Centre Booking Office and
at the door. Supported by
The Hyatt Hotel, Canberra.

Sunday 26 July
Carillonist Joan Chia plays
a salute to Spain. 2.45pm.
Carillon, Aspen Island.
Graduate Series 4 - Julian
Smiles, cello, with Susanne
Powell, piano. Works by
Beethoven,
Britten,
Paganini
and
Rachmaninov.
4pm.
Rehearsal Rm. Admission
$6 and $4 (concessions
and Friends) at the door.
P r o c e e d s to the EV
Llewellyn Memorial Trust
Fund.

BOOKS AND ARTS

The evaluators get
an evaluation
by J R Nethercote*
Program Evaluation John Uhr
(editor) ANU Federalism Research Centre, Canberraxii,+170.
ISBN 0 7315 1123 8

This latest collection from the
ANU's Federalism Research
Centre's series on decisionmaking in Australian governments brings together a lively
variety of \dews on program
evaluation, the latest management fad of Australia's beleaguered and in many senses
leaderless public services.
Contributors include the old
hands David Corbett and Cliff
Walsh - taking the story back to
the Royal Commission on Australian Government Administration (the Coombs Commission of
1974-76) and the House of Representatives Expenditure Committee
- parliamentarians, and parliamentary staff, academics and
consultants, auditors and bureaucrats.
The perspectives vary from the
autobiographical to the analytical. One grumble about the book
might be that the evaluated are
too litde represented. In this sense
it would be interesting to have
more impressions of evaluadon
from those actually affected within
the community perhaps more so
than in the bureaucracy itself.
Evaluadon as an administrative
craft has suffered many of the

problems of what was styled 'administrative reform' in the 1980s.
It w^as an over-arching term applied to many activities aheady
extant; it was launched (in the
Commonwealth at least) with too
litde thought, soon captured by
the elites relatively short on program experience, and speedily
enveloped in a jumble of jargon.
This book will be helpful to
public administration professionals in bringing a fair measure of
sense to this 'innovadon'.
In the introductor)' chapters
Corbett underlines the fundamental condidon of recent iniuatives: 'cutbacks were the message,
whatever the medium'. Another
truth too often skated over is here
expressed with admirable clarity
by Jenny Stewart of the Public
Policy Program: 'few programs are
devised with a clear radonale'; and
again, 'programs are political
constructs which are usually justified with reference to the vagtiest
goals'.
One of the deepest problems
associated with adopdon of systemadc evaluation in the Commonwealth was the attempt by the
administrative regulators (led by
the Department of Finance) to
portray it as a subsdtute for accountability, a concept of which
the same organisation had a most
confused understanding, as the
1991 paper on the topic from the
Management Advisory Board revealed so embarrassingly.
Evaluadon, if it has bite, could
be a useful adjunct to an effective

Song in Court
BY DAMIEN JAMES

It is a conscious act to notice
(When
(If the sun glares from leftover puddles
And you feel the ice through the holes in your
feet)
Your eyes don't know what you do)
That queuing for the automatic teller means
death
For you and death for those who watch
Because it is Union Court on a Thursday
And you're blind with sun and your socks
Are soaking through and melting
in the cold.
So much more
that you would seek to see.

An expert in ancient arts

accountabilit)'regime, but the real
point is that both need a good
deal more strength and independence (autonomy) if they are
to sen e the causes for which they
are intended (apart, perhaps, from
that of cutdng costs).
One aspect which might have
been more thoroughly explored
is parliamentary capacity for
evaluation tasks. Parliamentary
approaches remain foirly firmly
rooted in the advances of the
1970s.
Innovations of the 1980s have
emphasised 'insider' approaches:
evaluadon itself under Finance
patronage, and the burgeoning
consultancy industr)' w^here management itself selects the reviewer,
draws up the terms of reference,
receives the report and eventually
pays the bill.
Reviews need to be more public in terms of who does them and
what are the ensuing residts.
'Transparency' is apparently an
important feature of program but
few are likely to feel it is enough.
The final chapter on 'Lessons
for Central Agencies' is especially
interesdng for what it reveals of
central agency inadequacies in
knowing what is happening in the
public service they are supposed
to lead.
*Mr Nethercote is the Editor of
the Canberra Bulletin of Public Administration.

ESTEEMED Chinese pnnlrnaker, Professor Zhao Zong ZJW, xoas recently an Attisi in
Residence with the Canberra School of Art's Printmaking Workshop. Professor Zhao i s Ht ad
of Printmaking at the Zheijiang Institute of Fine Art in Hangzhou, Pecrple's RipublK oj
China. He has achieued world renoivn for his wood cut techniques and established the
Printmaking Department at Zheijiang, Professor Zhao uses the ancient arts of calligraphy,
wood block printing and finger painting in his work. A captivated audience xoas given a
display of these techniques in a public demonstration during May. He has received critical
acclaim for work exhibited in Italy, Cermany, Japan, France, USA and USSR.

What's on
at

Columbus exhibition
To commemorate the 500th anniversary of Columbus' discovery of
America, the Friends of the ANU
Library and the Magellan Society
have organised a major exhibition
of material loaned by a large
number of embassies.
Material has been made available by the embassies of Spain,
Portugal, Italy, the United States,
Argentina, Chile, Colombia,
Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.
The Exhibidon was opened by
Professor Filipe FernandezArmesto, Fellow of St Anthony's
College, Oxford, and author of
Columbus 1991, and other studies
on European exploradon and
Hispanic history.
The opening last week was followed by an ANU Convocadon
Columbus Dinner in the Great
Hall at University House.
ANU staff and students are
reminded that the AN\J Reporter
has a readership of about 25,000.
If you have a recently^ublished
book, or one soon to be published,
get your publishers to send us a
review copy.

University House
Wednesday
6.30pm
in Hall
Tuesday
12.30pm
in Hall

8

14

July

July

Friday
17 July
7.00pm for 7.30pm
in Hall

Wednesday 29 July
6.30pm
in Hall

House
Dinner
Music with dinner by Sarahlouise
Owens, soprano
Music at Lunchtime
Lynette Smith - piano and
A n n e Awburn - guitar
Midwinter

Feast

- Bal

de

la Bastille wih D u n t r o o n Military

Band and after-dinner dancing
with Itchy Feet
House
Dinner
Music with d i n n e r by J o h n
Brunato followed by Graduate
School f o r u m with Meredith
Baker

The House is offering a special weekend rate for accommodation
all this year: $77 per room per night Fridays and Saturdays.
Some conditions apply: telephone 249 5275/6
Discounts for members in BOFFINS and the Cellar;
and everyone's drinks are cheaper during Happy Hour
at Old Canberra House every Thursday 5pm-6.30pm.
Happy Hour at Old Canberra House for members of PARSA,
5.30-6.30pm every Friday.
For general enquiries telephone 249 5211 or 5281.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale
ASTRONOMICAL telescope mirror blank (6 inch), grinding kit and
instrucdons. $130ono. Ph Andrew
2495157(w)/2591810(h).
BED QS Ensemble (mattress 8c
base), $140. Headboard, $50. Ph
2412018/2490199.
BED QS Posturpedic ensemble, gd
cond $300, brown valance $30,
exercise machine - rowing type $20.
Ph 2923143 after 6.30pm.
BICYCLE Shogim touring bike,
Shimano gears, gd cond, colour
black. Ph 2952998, will sell to best
offer.
BICYCLES gents, with generator
$70, and ladies $30. Also plates and
cups. Ph 2492914(w).
BIKE two Ladies, $40each. Old bed
$10, Pine wardrobe $20. Other
items. All in gd cond. Ph 2480865.
BIKE Repco, men's lOspd racing
bike. $80ono. Ph 2887475.
BIKES for ladies. Backpedal brakes.
$40each. Reading lamp, $7. All gd
cond. Ph 2480865(Office hours).
BIKES. Ladies-Speedwell, Classique
5spd, lemon yellow. Gd cond.
$180ono. BMX-red & yellow - gd
tyres & wheels (Tuffs) - Reasonable
cond. $90ono. Ph 2494726/
2824354(h).
CELLO 3/4 size laminated top and
back $500. Ph Jane Crawford
2880679(h)/2683669(w).
CHILD car seat, child restraint,
safe'n'sound, exc cond. $75. Ph
2888193 after 3.30pm.
CfflLDREN'S ski pants. Size 8-10.
$30 8c $25. Jacket $20. Gloves $4. Ph
2495800.
COFFEE table $40, desk-chairs $ 15,
clothes, radio $5, lights $15, carpet
$20, desk $30, chair (swivel ) $30,
cupboard $30, drawers $25, plants
$1-15, mattress $5. Ph J a n e t
2494148.
COLOUR TV, Philips, 48cm, 8mth
original guarantee, push button,
$450. Ph 2490189 (w) /2812498 (h).
DISHWASHER, working order, as
is, $50. Ph 2494202.
DOWNHILL skis 150 Atomic ACS
with new Salomon 447 bindings +
stocks $100ono. Ph 2490537/
2922150.
DRESSING table. Walnut veneer,
circa 1930, exc cond $300; bed,
queen size, Sealy $100; Typewriter,
electronic $80. Ph Sandy 2495046/
2821226(h).
ELEC HWS (Rheem), Elec wall

heater, curtains. Ph 2882865(h).
GARAGE SALE, Sunday July 19th,
lOam-lpm. Desk, chair, lamp, cassette player/radio, kitchen items
all nearly new. 11 Eldershaw Place,
Garran.
HEATER oil-filled $80; Wardrobe,
pine veneer $50. Ph Ari 2494231/
2544270.
KIMONO, silk, indigo with fine
white diagonal pattern. Lining offwhite/gold/silk. $270. Ph Maffie
2811585(h).
LOUNGE exc cond $360, single
bed $80, large cupboard $60,2 small
bedside cabinets $25pr. Violin case
$45. Piano Yamaha (as new) $2,300.
Ph 2494254/2511307(h).
MICROWAVE Philips, large oven.
Needs repair. $50. Ph 2492433/
2542688(ah).
MUSICA Viva Youth Pass, 4 dckets,
$15. Ph Peter 2494159/2733612.
NORTH Queensland return Catamaran cruise Cairns Port Douglas,
2 adults 2 children, value over $200,
valid until May 1993 $50. Ph
2492782.
ONE copy 3rd edidon SPSS-X user's
guide, as new. $45ono. Ph John
2493427/2494129.
PENTAX P30 with 50mm 2 f-stop
lens, Luxon Phototechnics 9800A
flash $250ono. 200mm 4 f-stop
Super-Takumar lens with converter
ring $140ono + heaps more. Ph
2810141.
PIANO Yamaha C-108 $2,400.
Fridge-freezer, Wesdnghouse 311L
$650, both as new. Many other
household items. Ph Daniel
2572912(bh)/2495576(ah).
QUEEN size mattress, gd cond. $60.
Slow combusdon stove, used but
functional, $100. Ph
Sue
2470458(h)/2851244(w).
SAUCEPANS, set of 5, aluminium,
heat proof handles, new, sdll in
box, gd wedding present. $50.
Ladies knee high boots, brown size
6.5 B,vgc. $8. Ph 2861947.
SINGLE bed $50, chest of drawers
$50. Ph 2493625/2746797(bh).
SPANISH (Ladn Amercian) complete Linguaphoneset, lesson books
plus 45RPM records $80. Ph Diane
2485998.
STAINED pine TV and video table
$70ono. Ph 2475265(ah).
STOVE Metters-offers. Ph 2823494.
WASHING machine, Hitachi PAF960 P, fully automatic $250. Ph
2853864.
WORD PROCESSOR (Mukimate)

5(manual). 11 mths rego, new tyres,

Advertisements are restricted to staff and students of the
extremely reliable, goes well,
University, and members of Convocation, and to 20 words $2300ono. Ph Clayton 2494303 (w)/
each. ONLY one advertisement per person can be accepted 2477608(h).
for each issue. Typed advertisements should be sent or
Real Estate
delivered to ANU Reporter, University Public Relations. The
envelope should be marked 'Advertisement'. No advertise- MYSTERY BAY 1 br Cedar cottage,
ments will be taken over the telephone. All advertisements must1/4 acre bushland setting, walk to
he accompanied by the name and contact phone number of the beaches, 5 mins. Historic Tilba.
$78,000. Ph owner (044) 737442.
lodger (not for publication). The closing date for advertise- SPACIOUS new top-floor unit ments for the next issue is Monday, 13 July dmeshare (2 weeks per year for life)
at the Moorings Resort (priced for
1992.
Inquiries
x2106.
on TANDY 2000 (with box of software) $500. Ph 2382230.
WORLD book encyclopaedia '91,
brand new in carton $625, adas,
$50. Exercise bike - Repco with
ergometer 8c fan wheel. $265. Ph
2486083 evenings.

Computers
MAXTOR 40 Meg Int. Hard disk
for Mac Classic, Unused, $400. Ph
2494366(w)/2825332(h).
NEC PC-8201A, portable, LCD display, Microsoft BASIC, wp, Rs-232
communications circuit, 5 manuals, programs, $250. Brother EP44
portable
printer/typewriter,
manual, leads $80. Sell both for
$300. Ph 2813188.
PC-XT IBM compadble 20mb HD.
5.25" floppy with 9 pin printer,
whole $650. Ph 2574639 (ah).

Motor Vehicles
AUSTIN 1800, original Mkl in gd
cond. 1 Imths rego $1500. Yamaha
RX125 road bike, 17000kms
$700ono. Ph 286384L
CARAVANViscountRoyal 16ftwith
9' aluminium annex reduced to
sell vgc. $5,500. Ph 2493238/
2541971(h).
COMMODORE, SL '79,6cyl, auto,
air-cond, stereo, rego 10/92, vgc.
$3,000ono.
Must sell. Ph
2396697(h).
CORONA '81 s/wagon, air con,
low kms, new tyres, fully serviced,
exc cond. $5100ono. Ph 2585001.
DATSUN 200B, '80, Stauon wgn,
exc cond, May '93 rego, auto, handles well, diligently maintained,
150,00kms, $3800 nego. Ph
2821384.
FALCON GL sdn, '89 EA, metallic
blue, auto, pwr str, air cond, radio/
cassette, tow bar, exc cond, going

O/S - must sell. $12700ono.
FORD Falcon 1976, manual, 6 cylinders, radio/cassette. $1900ono.
Ph 2485598(ah)/2493861.
GALANT '75 ACT rego, very reliable, $1500. Ph 2383495.
GALANT '73, 5mths rego, new
tyres, $1700ono. Ph 2411637(h)/
2493490 (w).
HOLDEN HQ sedan, 1974, 202,
auto, vgc passed for rego. $1400ono.
Ph 2514023(ah).
HOLDEN Gemini stadon wagon
1979. $1500ono. Ph Julie
2492143(w)/2952675(h).
HONDA Accord '80, reg 1/93,
5spd, hatch, 47,000km, metallic
green, new brakes, battery, upholstery, exc cond $4900ono. Ph
2492317/2956603(ah).
NISSAN Pulsar '81 auto, gd cond,
rego 3/93, 8mth warranty on engine. $4000 ono. Ph Sim
2492053(w)/2810047(h).
SUBARU, 4WD, '83, touring,
wagon, one owner, exc cond, $6700.
Ph 2314935.
SUBARU sports wagon, '84, dual
range, tow bar, driving lights,
roofrack, radio cassette, rego 4/93.
$6250.
Ph
2750484(b)/
2512375(h).
SUBARU Vortex 1989 5spd. 1.81.
Exc cond 31,000kms. Rego 4/93.
$16,000ono. Ph Brian 2807900.
TOYOTA Corolla, '79, man, gd
cond inside & out. New brakes, new
tyres, white. Rego 2/93. $3,150ono.
Ph 2485725(h)/2487138(h).
TOYOTA Corolla Se '79 auto,
immaculate cond. gd looking inside 8c out, new tyres, new battery,
rego up to Jan '93, radio+cassette,
$2700.
Ph
2493890(w)/
2814965(h).
TOYOTA Corona,'74, man, white,
vgc, rego 10/92, low kms, $1500.
Alwell 2494230(w)/2472890 after
9pm.
TOYOTA Corona 1976 stn wgn

Of reviews and leadership

Committee promotes
good teaching

will exercise entire responsibility
for reviews of Schools, as with all
matters pertaining to management of the Institute.

The Federal Government has announced the formation of a committee to promote good pracdce and innovation in university teaching.

- Continued from Page 12

Any decisions that have been
made, any negotiations under way
that contravene this, should be
abandoned. At the same time the
University should set about, with
the maximum of goodwill, improving communication with outside interests, including Government departments, both in receiving suggestions and advice and
providing information about its
affairs freely and openly.
Of course, these decisions require a radical change in the ethos
of University leadership. They require that Council shed its timorousness, its willingness to compromise its autonomy when subjected
to political pressure, its inability to
see that loss of independence is
likely to be more damaging than
ANU
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any penalty incurred in maintaining it, and its tendency to relinquish with ill grace, responsibility that it should, with good grace,
retain.
For too long, over amalgamation, over the affairs of theJCSMR,
over the management of School
reviews, its indecisiveness has led
to protracted arguments about
matters that should never have
been in contention; arguments
that serve to obscure and impede
the development of a positive, proactive vision of the future of the
ANU.
A colleague wondered whether
the leadership of ANU is deficient
compared with that of other universities. The answer is, perhaps
not; perhaps not by the general
standards of the community of
universities in Australia. But what
is needed is a Temby-like resolve
that it should become a great deal
better.
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The committee will have a broader
role to encourage universities to strike
an 'appropriate balance' between
teaching and research.
The Committee for the Advancement of University Teaching (CAUT),
to be chaired by Dr Don Anderson,
who has recently retired from a professorial fellowship at the ANU, will have
a budget of $5 million for grants and
projects in 1993.
The Minister for Higher Education and Employment Services, Mr
Peter Baldwin, announced on 29June
that C\UT would replace the proposed
Nadonal Centre for Teaching Excellence, announced in his October 1991
higher educadon policy statement.
He said that after consultation with
the higher education sector on the
proposed centre, he decided there was
a more effective way of promoting good
practice and facilitating innovation in
university teaching.

quick sale).Ph 2494658.

Accommodation
Wanted
HOUSEMINDING, mature reliable
female, researcher, exp, non-smoker,
avail to look after house/garden/
pets long or short term. Pref near
ANU, ref provided. Ph 2571697(ah).
HOUSE sitter available. Non-smoking reliable female. Can provide gd
references. Pref min 6 mth term. Ph
Jane 2880679(h).

Accommodation
Available
A furnished room & study in quiet
house walking distance to ANU/
CSIRO. $110pw. Ph 2474672 after
6pm.
BRIGHT modern, two-bedroom,
furnished ground-floor flat. 20mins
walk to campus. Would suit single
person or perhaps a couple. MidOct'92-Feb'93. $190pw. Ph 2485721/
2493049.
BURRILL Lake near Ulladulla. Absolute lake frontage cottage, perfect
getaway for holidays or weekends.
2.5hrs from
Canberra.
Ph
2544453(ah).
CAMPBELL, mature person (female) or couple wanted to share spacious f/f hse (n/smokers). Reas rent.
Available mid July - Dec. Ph
2435057(w)/2477670(h).
COOK, mature, friendly, non
smoker wanted to share townhouse
$85pw 8c share expenses. Ph
2511674(h)/2632347(w).
CURTIN, great house to share, professional person/student. $110pw.
Ph 018632000/2854144.
CURTIN, person to share 3 br house,
large bedroom (with ensuite) available, $65pw. Quiet, pleasant
surrounds, 25mins ride on bikepath
to ANU. Ph 2812378.
EVATT, 3br home, garden, near bus,

Staff amenities
fund
applications
THE Staff Amenities Fund Committee is encouraging suggesdons
for amenides which would be for
the use of a wide range of staff.
The committee believes its budget
would probably permit it to support
one such common-use project annually, costing up to $10,000. Projects
costing $5000 and over would be considered at the Annual General Meeting in September.
Staff interested in making a proposal should speak with, or write to,
the committee chair, Mr Warwick
Williams, or one of the committee
members: Mr I Farrington (Prehistory
and Anthrop, Facs, ext 3402); Ms S
Krai (CCE, 4580); Mrs A Lamberts
( O H S Unit, 4 5 9 3 ) ; Mr B Salter
(Chancelry, 2 5 5 4 ) ; Mrs Z Struik
(Records, Chancelry, 4 2 3 7 ) ; Mr R
Wylde-Browne (RSES, 3403).
Applications should be made no
later than 15 July in time for the next
meeting on 29 July.

Mall and university. Ph after 10July
'92 2551278.
FEMALES (non-smoker) to share
f/f house in O'Connor with 2M/1F.
$70pw+
Bond.
Ph
Peter
2493736(bh)/2478008(ah).
HOLDER Want the third bdrm in a
nice townhouse shared by 2 prof
women? Pref 30+ non/smoker.
$70pw.
Ph
2490045(bh)/
2885998(ah).
KALEEN, attractive 8c spacious u/f
3br ens home, 15 min bus to Civic.
End July - December. $185pw. Ph
Ross 2494622(bh)/2812122(ah).
MALE to share attractive country
house. 35 mins to ANU with
Professional woman. Low rent neg.
for assistance light farm chores. Ph
2363329(ah).
N/SMOKER, Lyneham North,
share modern 2brT/H. $95pw. Ph
2668124(w)/2486740(h).
O'CONNOR, attractive, comfortable 3br house in bushland setting.
Available 14mths from August. Suit
visiting academic. $250pw. Ph
2572322(w/h)/2494026(w).
O'CONNOR, furnished room, own
entrance, kitchenette, share expenses, $70pw. Another room and
garage also available. Ph 2488906.
RED HILL, house to share with one
other (male), close to shops, bus.
Ph David 2619356(w) /2952884(h).
TURNER, close to ANU. Bedroom
and studying room, f/f. $70pw. Ph
2480285.
WESTON
Creek, 2 bdrm,
unfurnished town house: close to
Cooleman court, sunny aspect, car
port, Ph 2493887/008029909.

Secretarial
ACCURATE, efficient, word
processing. Exc rates. Free pick-up
from and delivery to ANU. Ph Jo
2493454(w)/2584231(h).
WORD PROCESSING, long/short
docs, reas rates. Accurate, fast service. Ph 2823494(ah).
WORD PROCESSING, (MS W/
AppleMac + laser), editing (ANU
grad), essays, theses, CVs, tape
transcriptions, free pick-up &: del,
reas rates. Ph Cynthia 2886662.

Miscellaneous
DOGS' coats this winter. Made to
measure fully lined any size, shape
small $25-$30, medium $30-$35,
large $35-$40. Ph 2411553.

ANU on Radio 2 X X
'Tuesday Review'
with Peter Cotton
(eveiy Tuesday 9.05 - 1 lam)
Interviews and comment
from ANU academics
Science with Kay Bamey,
Federal Politics with Ross
Peake of The Canberra Times
newspaper, and Films with

m

Fiona MacDonald

ANU Weekly Diary
For information about our wide
range of interesting activities,
ring our recorded message,
up-dated each Thursday.

Phone: (06) 249 0742

Drill Hall Gallery
Changing exhibitions
from the ANU
Klngsley Street, Acton
OpenWed-Sun,

12-5pm

Hire a Student
All types of casual and part-time work
wanted, e.g.:
I GARDENING I CLEANING I
I TUTORING I
PARTY HELP I ETC
Reliable help at Reasonable Rates
ANU STUDENT EMPLOYMENT

249 3674

Science goes off the beaten track
THE 10 young A N U students
working with the Shell
Questacon Science Circus
need to have more energy
than the proverbial Mexican
jumping bean.
T h e 10, postgraduate students in the Graduate Diploma
in Scientific Communicadon at
the A N U , are taking science to
school children in the remote
areas of Australia.
T h e Circus depends for its
success on the enthusiasm and
communicadon powers of the
students who travel as explainers
with the Circus.
'We learn to explain science
in a relaxed environment by
giving short science shows and
talking casually with school kids,'
said Adam Selinger. 'It's great
showing p e o p l e the excitement in science and the fun

you can have with it.'
According to another of the
explainers, Rebecca Anderson,
travelling hundreds of kilometres
to visit a school of 25 kids is the
most satisfying aspect of work with
the Circus. 'Both children and
teachers are so enthusiastic and
incredibly grateful for your dme.
You never want to leave,' Ms
Anderson said.
Kent Purvis said the explainers' task was to 'make science fascinating (what it always has been)
and accessible (what it should be)'.
T h e Circus has been operadng
since 1987, and travels 26,000 kilometres each year to the regional
and remote parts of Australia,
promodng hands-on science and
technology to thousands of Australians.
According to a spokesperson
for the Circus, it does not aim to
interest people in science-related

careers. It is more interested in
demonstrating that science and
technology are an exciting part of
our lives and culture.
T h e explainers are full of enthusiasm for their work and for
the benefits gained from the experience. Lisajones said she pardcularly liked the combination of science research, drama, writing and
lots of talking.
' These are some of my favourite activities,' said Ms Jones. 'I feel
like I've crammed three years of
learning into this year already.
There is so much variety.'
A n d according to Leah Witton,
the benefits run far beyond an
enhancement of career prospects:
'I've learnt a lot about people and
myself,' she said.
'I have become a lot more confident about public speaking and
about communicadng with people of all ages'.

n
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ACADEMIC DIARY:
Diary entries for the
next issue close at 5pm
on Monday 13 July, and
will be for the period
27jiJyto 16 August inclusive. Please assist by
submitting A L L diary
entries on the forms
available from University Public Relations.
Forms detailing academic diary cutoffs and
classified deadlines for
1992 are available from
Public Relations or by
phoning x2106.
M O N D A Y 13 JULY
Gender Relations Project
RSPacS,
Maternity
Workshop. 9am - 5pm. Sem
Rm, Centre for Continuing
Education. Until 15 July. Ph
2493146/3150.
Urban Research Program
and Administration, Compliance and Govemability Program, Research School of
Social Sciences,
Sem.
Richard Langlois, 'Capabilities
and
vertical
disintegration in process
t e c h n o l o g y : the case o f
semiconductor fabrication
equipment'. 11am. Sem Rm
D, Coombs Bldg.
History Program, Division of
Historical Studies, Research
School of Social Sciences,
Sem. Marion Stell, ' A sports
association of one's own:
Australian women in sport
in the 1930s'. 3 - 4.30pm.
Mills Rm, Chancelry.
TUESDAY 14 JULY
Division of Pacific 8c Asian
History, Research School of
Pacific Studies, Sem. Professor David Pong, 'Informal
seminar on the Qing Restoration'. 2pm. Sem Rm E,
I Coombs Bldg.

Demography Program, Division of Demography and
Sociology, RSSS and Department of Political and Social
Change, Division of Politics
and International Relations,
RSPacS, Sem. Dr Ben White,
'Rural
children
and
industrialisation in Java'.
3.30pm. Sem Rm A, Coombs
Bldg.
WEDNESDAY 15 JULY
Organic Chemistry, Research School of Chemistry,
Sem. P r o f e s s o r
Fraser
S t o d d a r t , ' M o l e c u l a r 8c
supramolecular self-assembly processes'. 11am. Rm
134, RSC Bldg.
T H U R S D A Y 16 JULY
Research School of Social
Sciences, Institutional Design Conference. Geoffrey
Brennan, Robert E Goodin,
Russell H a r d i n , Patrick
Dunleavy, Rudolph Klien.
9.30am - 12.30pm. Asian
Studies Law Link Lecture
Theatre.
A N U Convocation-The Canberra Times, Literary Lunch.
Dale S p e n d e r . 12.30pm.
Bruce Hall, Daley Road.
Bookings Ph 2494144.
CRES Sem. Professor Allan
Williamson, 'Heritage coasts
of the UK'. 12.30pm. CRES
SemRm,5thFlr,HancockBldg
Economics Division, Research School of Pacific
Studies, Sem. Will Martin,
'Exports-oriented growth the fallacy of composition'.
12.30pm. Sem R m B,
Coombs Bldg.
National Centre for Epidemiology and Population
Health, Sem. Dr Jersey
Liang, ' T h e relationships

between physical and mental health in the American
and
Japanese
aged'.
12.30pm. N C E P H Sem Rm
(CIO), N C E P H , C n r Mills &
Eggleston Rds.
Research School of Earth
Sciences, Sem. Dr T e d Lilley,
Part 1: M o h r circles f o r
magnetotellurics. Part 2:
D ' E n t r e c a s t e a u x in Van
Diemen's Land, 1792. 4pm.
Jaeger Bldg.
Friends of the Classics
Department Museum, Faculty of Arts, Illustrated Lecture. P r o f e s s o r
Asher
Ovadiah,
'Mosaics
in
churches, monasteries, and
synagogues in late antiquity'.
8pm. Haydon-Allen Lecture
Theatre (the Tank).
FRIDAY 17 JULY
Organic Chemistry, Research School of Chemistry,
Sem. Dr Margaret Brimble,
TBA. 11am. Rm 134, RSC
Bldg.
M O N D A Y 20 JULY
Urban Research Program
and Administration, Compliance and Govemability Program, Research School of
Social Sciences, Sem. Bill
Randolph, 'Social housing
at the crossroads?'. 11am.
Sem Rm D, Coombs Bldg.
History Program, Division
of Historical Studies, Research School of Social Sciences, Sem.Johannes Voigt,
'German immigration to
Australia'. 3 - 4.30pm. Mills
Rm, Chancelry.
Department of Psychology,
Faculty of Science, Sem. Dr
Jan
Ewing,
'The
neurocognitive mechanisms
underlying preservation'.
3.30pm. Rm 105, Faculties

13 July -26 July
Teaching Centre.
TUESDAY 21 JULY
Division of Pacific &: Asian
History, Research School
of Pacific Studies, Sem.
Dr Gang Deng, 'Technological
diffusion
in
traditional China'. 2pm.
Sem Rm C, Coombs Bldg.
Division of Demography
and Sociology, RSSS,
Demography Sem. M r
Tetteh Dugbaza, 'Issues in
anthropological
demography: the use of
personal names as a source
of demographic data in Africa'. 3.30pm. Sem Rm A,
Coombs Bldg.
Art History Department
and History of Ideas Program, Illustrated Lecture.
Professor Martin Kemp,
'Implanted in our natures:
humans, plants and the
stories o f a r t ' . 7 p m .
Haydon-Allen Lecture
Theatre (the Tank).
WEDNESDAY 22 JULY
Geographical Sciences
Program,
Sem.
Kit
Laughlin, 'The use of scientists in environmental
debate'. 3.45pm. Sem Rm
C, Coombs Bldg.
Division of Botany 8c Zoology, Faculty of Science,
Sem. A n d y S h e p p a r d ,
'Seed p o o l dynamics: a
key to w e e d i n e s s in
plants'. 4pm. S e m / T e a
Rm.
E c o n o m i c s , Research
School of Pacific Studies,
PhD Sem/Workshop. H M
Pant, 'A cooperative bargaining model of tariff formation, r . 5pm. Sem Rm
B, Coombs Bldg.

T H U R S D A Y 23 J U L Y
Organic Chemistry, Research School of Chemistry,
Sem. Dr Patrick Perlmutter,
TBA. 11am. Rm 134, RSC
Bldg.
CRES Sem. Peter Martin,
'Total
catchment
and
Landcare management: seeing the forest and the trees?'.
12.30pm. CRES Sem Rm, 5th
Fir, Hancock Bldg.
Australian Institute of Aboriginal 8c Torres Strait Islander Studies, Sem. Linda
Burney, 'After the first triennium: Implementation of the
national A b o r i g i n a l and
Torres Strait Islander education policy'. 2.30pm - 4pm.
Macintosh Rm, A I A T S I S ,
Action House, Acton.
National Centre for Epidemiology and Population
Health, Sem. Dr Jim Butter
&: Amanda Neil, 'Estimating
disease - specific costs of GP
services'. 12.30pm. N C E P H
Sem Rm (CIO), NCEPH, Cnr
Mills 8c Eggleston Rds.
Research School of Earth
Sciences, Sem. Professor
Anton Hales, 'Intimationson
the road to understanding
crustal evolution'. 4pm. Sem
Rm, Jaeger Bldg.
FRIDAY 24 JULY
Northeast Asia Program/
Contemporary China Centre/Political
8c
Social
Change, RSPacS, Sem. Professor Hung-mao Tien, 'Political 8c social change in the
Republic of China (Taiwan)'.
1 lam.SemRmA,CoombsBldg.
Economic
History,
Faculties/RSSS, Sem. Professor Stan Engermann, 'Slavery and c o e r c e d labour:
reinterpretations'. 1 lam. Rm

1004, L F Crisp Bldg.
Economics Division, Research School of Pacific
Studies, Sem. Dilip Das, 'The
Yen appreciation and the
Japanese
economy'.
12.30pm. Sem R m D,
Coombs Bldg.

Awards
Details of the following
scholarships and awards may
be obtained from Careers
and Appointments Service
located on the lower ground
floor of the Chancelry Annex, Ph 249 3593.
The Caltex National Scholarship f o r Women 1992.
Available for two years at
$24,000p.a. Open to Bachelor Degree holders intend-'
ing to embark on careers in
Business or Public Administration , by first pursuing postgraduate study at an overseas institution. Closing date
18/9/92.
The
Neuromuscular
Foundation of Western Australia. Postgraduate Scholarship in Neuromuscular Diseases and Neurosciences.
T h e stipend will be no less
than $A13,500 p.a. Applications s h o u l d h o l d an
Honours Degree in Science
or Postgraduate Degree in
Medicine. Study to tafc place
at Q u e e n E l i z a b e t h I I
Medical
Centre,
a c a d e m i c a l l y within the
University of W.A.

Visitors
Professor Jared Dimond,
f r o m the U n i t e d States.
Visiting Fellow
in the
Prehistory 8c Anthropology
Department, T h e Faculties.
Interests,
Evolutionary
economics. 16-19 July. Ph
249 4590
^
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Questions about reviews, the ARC and leadership
BY IAN COWAN*

m o n t h s after Mr
Baldwin's first surly and ungracious statement on higher
education in the ACT, University Council has still not
made a clear decision on the
Minister's proposal that ARC
be involved in reviews of
Schools - a proposal as threatening to the integrity of the
IAS as those that had to do with
JCSMR.
FIFTEEN

nominated by ARC or NHMRC.)
Council regards these arrangements
for thefunctioning of the Institute as a
major research centre of international
standing as better than the Minister's
proposals. The University's proposals
would also maintain diversity of research funding and direction in this

Council believes that review committees for individual research schools
should not make recommendations on
specific levels of funding. It believes
also that the Government's allocation
of funds to the Institute should not
specify allocations to individual
schools.

There is an implicit invitation
for some other authority to inform Council of what it shall do.
Indeed the invitation becomes almost explicit in the last paragraph
where the word 'will' finally appears: 'Council understands from
the Minister's statement that there

The Director of the Institute responds
THE Government is no longer
willing to fund the Institute
of Advanced Studies on an
historical basis. In future, it
will look to the ARC for advice on funding for the Institute.

persuaded the Minister to accept
the University's proposition that
the School reviews will serve two
purposes: they will allow the University to plan and allocate resources internally, and allow the
government to determine the level
of funding for the Institute.
As a result, the Minister agreed
that these reviews be undertaken
jointly by the University and the
ARC. This action is consistent with
the advice provided by the Board
of the Institute to the September
meeting of Council.
The Government has decided
that, in order to provide advice on
funding of the Institute, the ARC
needs to be informed by reviews of
individual Schools. There have
been suggestions that the University should 'turn back the clock'
on these negotiations and go it

alone. This cannot be in the
University's best interests.
It is vital that the University
ensures that the Government has
a sound basis for its decisions
about funding. It can best do
this if it can be involved in and
influence the process of assessment of research activities of the
Schools. The University has begun to prepare for the reviews
and has initiated discussions with
the ARC about the procedures
to be adopted.
The way forward is for the
University to consider carefully
what kind of institution it wants
to be and how it intends to make
best use of its resources. It should
use the forthcoming review
process as an opportunity to
monitor and demonstrate its
performance in meeting its own
objectives.
Max Neutze

Despite this, University officers
are proceeding as though reviews
will be commissioned jointly by
ARC and the University, apparendy satisfied by their retention of
The Minister for Higher Edupartial responsibility. How has this
cation and Employment issued
come about? The most recent dea statement in March last year
scription of Council's 'position' is
that reviews of individual Schools
found in the minutes of the meetin the Institute of Advanced
ing on 13 September under the
Studies would be carried out
h e a d i n g Involvement of ARC:
every five years under the aus'Council does not resile from its previ- pices of the ARC.
ous position regarding arrangements
T h e University Council
for the future of the Institute. Because
moved quickly to counter this by
theANU Council has the entire control
stating that the University, and
and management of the University
not the ARC, should conduct
and is responsible for its autonomy
the reviews of Schools. In Sepand integrity, Council reaffirms its
tember 1991, after a series of
advice to the Minister of 13 May 1991
negotiations, the University
that Council should be responsible for
reviews of individual research schools
Council understands from the will be joint agreement between
and centres with ARC/NHMRC par- country. Councilis also concerned that
the University and the ARC ...'.
the involvement of ARC may signal a Minister's statement that:
ticipation. (The participation that
Council refers to is that each review further erosion of the independence of
Unfortunately, mealy-mouthed
(a) there will be joint agreement
committee should have one member all Australian universities.
between the University and the ARC obfuscation is not confined to
on: the terms of reference; and the these pardcular minutes; it permembership of the committees to review meates the record of Council dethe individual research schools and the bate on matters of vital imporKEEP THIS WITH YOUR TAX PAPERS
tance to the University, and is
Institute as a whole;
(b) the members of all committees symptomatic of a deficiency in
leadership and responsibility for
will be independent and of internadecision-making. W^at should the
opp. Calypso Coffee Lounge (Union Building)
tionally recognised academic and
decision about School reviews be?
scholarly stature.'
Ph:2471205
It should be guided by two considIs there a semblance of a decieradons.
sion embedded in all this, and, if
F...FINANCE
The Institute is an integrated
so, what is it? The first paragraph
insdtudon, under the independ•...INSURANCE
seems to begin well, if one thinks
ent governance of University
that Council ought not to show
T...TAXATION
Council. Reviews of any of its comany tendency to resile on imporp o n e n t s are the concern of
S...SUPERANNUATION
tant issues, and the statement of
Council, or members of the UniCouncil's power and responsibility is heartening.
- CPA Accounting Service
- General Insurance
Actually, however, one should
- Investment Advice*
- Legal Referral Service
already have been alerted. The
- Finance Broking
- Financial Planning
now common usage of the word
resile, invariably in the phrase refusal to resile, or some such, is
(*W J Lawrence is an Authorised Dealers Representative for
interesting. To the best of my
Advisor Investment Services)
knowledge, the phrase was first
introduced into political debate
by Mr Andrew Peacock and preOpening Special:
sumably sadsfied a need, for it
caught on very quickly.
A refusal to resile is meant to
TAX RETURNS from $60.00
give an impression of firmness or
rigidity when in fact a process of
Includes your tax minimisation strategy for the 92/93
plastic deformadon is about to take
place. In the present instance a
financial year.
subjunctive mood begins to invade the text, 'should' and 'would'
ELS Lodgennent - 14 Day Turnaround
being used where 'will' is appropriate. Why does Council 'regard
these arrangements ... as better',
rather than asserting that they are
ANU Reporter is published by University Public Relations (Editor/Designer: Peter Cotton;
Writers: Peter Logue, Jane Dargaville, Kay Barney, Uz Tynan, David Washington. Student Reporters:
better?
Why does Council 'believe
Fiona MacDonald, Andrew Howe), 28 Balmain Crescent, Canberra, 2601. Telephone (06) 249
that review committees ... should
2229, Fax (06) 249 5568. ANU Reporter is published twenty times a year, on the second and
fourth Wednesday of the month during the academic year. Editorial inquiries: (06) 249 4171;
not make recommendations on
inquiries about classifieds, diary, arts, awards: Clare Bayada (06) 249 i2106. A limited amount
specific funding' instead of deterof paid advertising is accepted providing it meets the criteria of interest and benefit to
members of the ANU.
Printed by Better Printing Service, Queanbeyan, NSW
mining that they shall not do so?
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versity to whom Council delegates
its authority for that purpose. To
delegate that authority, even in
part, to a Government agency is
an abrogadon of responsibility.
It would be demeaning and insuldng to staff of the Insdtute to
have their performance, at any
level of aggregadon, reviewed by
committees some members of
which are not appointed by, and
are not responsible to, the body to
whom the staff are responsible.
Following the overriding imperative of independence, there
comes the matter of discretion. It
is open to the University to invite,
at its discredon, an agency such as
ARC to suggest names for a review
committee and to be generous,
provided the suggestions are of
people with the right credentials,
in making use of them.
There can be no objection in
principle to inviting a representative of ARC to observe appropriate parts of review proceedings.
Measures of that kind, which help
ensure that the operation of committees is seen to be fair and unbiased, are proper and wise. But all
such measures should be taken at
the discretion of the University,
and what is allowed in this way at
the discretion of the University
should never be transmuted into
regular or permanent commitment.
The University should never
propose, as it has in discussions
with the Minister, that ARC should
have the right to nominate a member of a review committee. Only
Council and members of the
University have rights in the internal affairs of the University.
If the two propositions, to do
with independence and discredon,
are accepted then the way forward
is clear. The University Council
should state unequivocally that it
- Continued on Page 10

* Professor Cowan is a professor in the
Plant Environmental Biology Group in the
Research School of Biological Sciences.
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