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'Heart'diet study
needs students
the Department of Clinical Science is seeking
student volunteers to take part in a study
over the summer vacation which, according
to Dr P.J. Nestel, may have very significant
implications for coronary heart disease prevention. The study is to prove that food from
polyunsaturated animals, specially developed
by CSIRO, can reduce potentially harmful
concentrations of fats in humans.
A pilot test of the food products among
members of the department earlier this year
proved successful. The special diet resulted
in the blood levels of fats, including cholesterol, being lowered considerably. The new
experiment, on a slightly larger scale, is to
confirm these results.
Dr Nestel, Professorial Fellow in Clinical
Science, told the Reporter that people with
h levels of the blood fats cholesterol and
jlyceride generally had a high incidence
coronary heart disease. The biggest factor
•
determining cholesterol and triglyceride
levels was the diet.
'One of the important things in the diet
^ ^ the saturation of the fats,' he said.'Satura^ H o n is a term for the chemical structure of
fat. The lay person often thinks that polyunsaturated fat is a fat containing less fat
than saturated fat; so much so that there is
a notion that polyunsaturated fat is very
good for reducing weight because of the implication that there is less of it.
'People buy margarine because they want
to lose weight. This is nonsense because polyunsaturated vegetable oil (the base of margarine) is just as much a fat, only in a more
liquid form, as saturated animal fat. Polyunsaturated vegetable fats and saturated fats
are equal in caloric value and have identical
^ n u t r i e n t value, but polyunsaturated fats are
H U p l e in some way to lower the concentra^ ^ B r o n s of cholesterol and triglyceride in the
blood whereas saturated fats actively raise
these concentrations.'
Dr Nestel said that because most animal
^
fats were saturated and most vegetable oil
j j L ^ a t s polyunsaturated it was generally simple
n | H b reduce blood fats by dietary means. The
problem was how to introduce polyunsaturated fats into the dietary habits of populations
'REAL' FOLK MUSIC AT ANU
The Monaro Folk Music Society, which has
many former ANU students as members, and
the ANU Folk Music Society hold folk nights
in the Union each Thursday. The two societies
present traditional folk music and lore - not
commercialised folk music.
'This is probably the first time that real
folk music has been heard regularly at ANU,'
Mr Justin Murphy, of the Monaro Folk
Music Society, told the Reporter.
The folk nights, which start about 8pm,
have been very successful, leaving standing
room only in the upstairs bar venue. The
success seems to be a carry over from the
sixth national folk festival staged at Easter
by the Monaro and ANU societies, which
packed the Canberra Theatre for two nights.
There were about a thousand interstate visitors to the festival, and workshops, song and
dance sessions were held on campus.
The ANU and Monaro folk societies co'^'^erate closely and have reciprocal rights for
bers and committees with overlapping
lership. Activities include barbecues
oik dances. Anyone interested in joining
,xer society can inquire at the folk nights.
Admission is free and the Union provides
a free buffet style supper. A collection is
taken up for the performers.
Right. The atmosphere in the upstairs Union
bar on Thursday folk nights.
•

(and especially heart disease patients) traditionallv accustomed to saturated fat-type
food products.
There are plenty of polyunsaturated fat
foods readily available that would enable
people to lower their cholesterol and triglyceride levels in the blood and consequently
their risk of coronary heart disease. Fish and
poultry contain moderate amounts of polyunsaturated fat (though eggs have a high
cholesterol content) and could replace much
of the meat from sheep and cattle which is
highly saturated. Milk, cream and butter
could be substituted by 'filled milk' (milk
containing added vegetable oil) and 'soft'
margarines.

sease patients long-term adherence to safe
polyunsaturated diets is hard to maintain.
Given this phenomenon of illogical reluctance to change unhealthy traditional eating
habits it is necessary to devise a culturally
acceptable approach to lowering fatty acid
levels.
'Therefore if you can polyunsaturate the
food fats that people readily eat you achieve
the same result as if you could get them to
change their diet to natural polyunsaturated
foods. It may be a bit illogical but this is
the approach we have to adopt if we are to
introduce a healthy diet from a coronary
heart disease point of view.'

This means polyunsaturating the saturated
food products from ruminant animals which
But, as Dr Nestel says, it is almost impossible to induce healthy populations to change form the dietary basis of most Western countries. Non-ruminant animals with only one
their diets markedly and even with heart di-

Dr Nestel explains that a gas chromatograph
machine is used to measure the cholesterol
excreted when polyunsaturated fats are digested. Miss Andrea Poyser carries out the
measurements.
stomach, including man, are able to eat and
absorb the polyunsaturated fatty acids in
vegetable oil fats. Ruminant animals such as
cattle and sheep convert the polyunsaturated
vegetable fats in their feed into saturated
fats. Bacteria in their rumen, or fore-stomach,
bring about this saturation and the fats are
subsequently absorbed into the animal's system in that form.
'This is why a cow which eats nothing but
vegetable fats as a grazing animal finishes up
putting only saturated fats into its milk and
meat,' said Dr Nestel. 'So the problem was
to protect the polyunsaturated fats ingested
To page 5.
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The purpose of education is to know and
understand whatever is important. The purpose of an education system then, is to provide whatever helps people to learn and understand what is important. But what is important? There is no god-given criterion for
what is important. Something is important
because the person values it.
Things are important only because people
care about them. The purpose of our education system then,should be to enable each
person to achieve more understanding of what
matters to him - whether it be building
bridges, transmitting 'culture', understanding
people, writing poetry, splitting atoms, making money, getting people out of jail, overthrowing the government, saving souls,
knocking bridges down, growing wheat, getting people into jail, reinstating the government, or 'contemplating the absolute'.
The point of any social system must be to
fulfil the values of the people, not vice versa.
But look at our education system. What does
it do for people? Most of what we learn at
school is of no use to us. In fact the suppressive, artificial, school environment obstructs
our learning how to live. In spite of our
schooling, we have to learn what to do when
we get out of school - to learn about people,
sex, money, jobs and bosses, law, mass media,
commerce, politics . . . Most of the people
whose childhood is our school system remain sadly ignorant in these things (although
not always as ignorant with regard to people
as are many university graduates).
Tradition says that education is to prepare
people for life in society. So the education
system tries to transform people into objects
which will fit into the existing society. But
what is the importance of society? Surely
society matters only because people matter.
This is obvious. And yet our school system,
based on the standardisation of mentalities
and uniformity of values, tries to prepare
people for society by reducing them to fit.
It is true of any social system that we
should make the system fit the people — not
the people fit the system. 'The system' is of
no value in itself. The system is of value only
insofar as it helps us to fulfil ourselves and
each other — the actual, contemporary, living,
people. So my first point is simple but important: education is for people, individuals, persons. It is not just for the economy or the
community or society or the system. These
systems can be very important, but are necessarily secondary. The systems of rules by
which we live are of value only insofar as
they enrich the lives of individuals.
Man has developed some very efficient
systems, which have at times worked well for
him. But we must not restrict ourselves by
maintaining systems which no longer serve
their purpose. Our political, social and education systems are all means to an end. We
must not let them become ends in themselves.
In many ways, I fear, we have put the cart
before the horse. In particular, many aspects
of our education system do nothing towards
individual fulfilment, toward bringing a man
to life, toward making each man's life more
worth living. And if this latter is not our
social objective, then what is?
Second, everybody is different. This too is
obvious. But look again at our education system. Its purpose seems to be to make everybody the same - to think the same, need
the same and even look the same - in short
to suppress theirselves. This to me defeats
the whole purpose of education: self-fulfilment.
Not only does our education system contain much dead wood, but some aspects of it
positively hinder personal development. The
worst of these is the deliberate minimisation
of personal contact between teacher and
pupil: unnaturally rigid and falsely authoritarian role-playing on the part of teachers.
This is due not only to low teacher-pupil
ratios. Modern teacher and pupil alike have
largely become resigned to the dehumanised
process which is formal education. This ritualistic, impersonal, law-enforced relationship between teacher and pupil is symptomatic of the state of human relationships
throughout modern society.
Unhappy and progressively more explosive alienation could be partly relieved in
education by changing some of the more
oppressive routines prescribed by administrators of education. High on the list of easilychanged aspects that deserve to be radically
changed is the exam system. But for the moment I want to discuss two closely related
aspects, making an example of the university.
These are force-feeding and regurgitation -

quirements does in no way warrant the restriction of the student's choice by academic
regulations. Students do not need to be told
what they want to be. Students must be free
to find this out for themselves.
The second irrelevant argument is about
discipline. It is argued that by subjecting students to a certain amount of pointless exerLt.1cise, they are more able to'cope later on
purposeful exercises. My reply is that, on
contrary, subjecting students to pointlesss e ^ ^
ercise only conditions them to separate
'study' or 'work' from genuine interest, and
trains yet another generation of minds to
spend years of their lives meeting demands
which have no point. This is of no value to
anyone.
The only meaningful discipline is the discipline of purpose. The hardship involved in
achieving something which is actually wanted
is the only kind of hardship worth enduring.
Freedom of choice of courses would allow
for more personal commitment. Courses
might less often consist in force-feeding the
seekers of the meal-ticket and would become
centres of interest in a subject - in which
each student was involved by choice.
The third irrelevant argument is over specialisation. The question is whether a student's
learning should be broad or specialist. One
side says that the course must be broad to
give people wide vision. A specialist education means a narrow education. A man is not
educated unless he is broad-minded. The
other side says that this is the age of specialisation. A man is not educated unless he has
intensive training in a specific field. This discussion on specialisation is irrelevant because
the debaters are trying to specify the nature
of the educated man - as if we were all the
LUC
same. There is no optimum degree of spec
isation. There is no magic balance betwee
'breadth' and 'depth'. The optimum is set
each individual's make-up. One individual IS
is
involved intensely in a particular field. An1other is involved in a less detailed and wider
ler
inquiry into the world about him. The issue
u e ^
of specialisation has to be decided by each
individual, not by the administrators of ed^
cation. The education system is meant to b'
for education. Education is for personal fulfilment. Therefore, the education system
should not impose 'breadth' or 'depth' on
anyone.

M

In this article, PHIL O ' C A R R O L L , research assistant in the Department of Philosophy
(SGS), calls for an education system tailored to the needs of actual people, a reversal of the
present situation. Abandoning 'the degree' system, he says, will bring a 'degree of humanity'
to the system. The article is based on a paper given by Mr O'Carroll in a recent 'Philosophy
of Education' seminar series.
obviously he can fulfil these specific vocathe volume of irrelevant material the student
tional requirements. And moreover, with
has to consume and the passive role the stufreedom of choice he could possibly tailor his
dent plays in being measured. Force-feeding
degree course even more finely to fit his chosis due to curricula regulations which restrict
en occupation.
the student to pre-ordained combinations of
topics for study. So for much of the time we
But, it is argued, many students don't
sit apathetic in lecture rooms, swallowing guts- really know what they want to do; they need
fuls of material which does not interest us. But guidance. Under the present system most
for the system to appear to justify itself, our
students are forced to choose some one-way
stomach's capacity still has to be measured.
road such as a degree in science, law, mediHow much insignificant material can we keep cine, engineering, arts etc. If the student disdown for how long?
covers that what he has embarked on is not
Under our present system, this measurehis 'thing', then either he drops it, is considment is usually delayed until the end of 'the
ered a 'failure' at whatever it was, and must
course', when we are graded according to how start all over again; or worse, carries on and
much of this material we can regurgitate onto lives out the rest of his life as if it were his
our exam books. Notably, shortly after this
thing.
ordeal, the bulk of this material, not having
Apart from sincere person-to-person inbeen digested but only held for spewing up
formal guidance and straight factual inforagain, is lost for good. Something is wrong
mation on what various employers want, the
with this system. Students know it, teachers
only kind of guidance that is relevant to a
know it and administrators know it. The
student's choice is his own trial-and-error
question is how to improve it.
discovery of what means most to him. University courses should not compulsorily be
The problem of regurgitation (followed
package deals — a package consisting of all
by amnesia) will persist as long as the education system is designed to force-feed. Ideally, and only the 'learning' required for some
traditional 'vocation'. Students should be
teacher and student would create their own
credited for whatever understanding they
curriculum as they went, swapping roles and
achieve in any field.
gradually abolishing roles. But for many reaThe old guard of education administrators
sons, we have to resign ourselves to the fact
declare that they know from their experience,
that most of the pupils and teachers of our
their past, which areas of study are related to
time will never enjoy this relationship.
each 'career'. They might well ask: what
Assuming that is is necessary for students
would a nuclear physicist want to know about
to enrol in pre-organised courses, what is the
ideal curriculum design? This very misleading politics or an architect about music or a wriquestion has met with some disastrous answers. ter about engineering or an engineer about
I am going to propose that the most ideal cur- psychology? The administrators of the system
which serves to typecast people according to
riculum design is the most flexible one, the
one which offers the maximum freedom in the 'careers', fear that freedom of student choice
of curriculum would mean 'cafeteria' degrees
learner's choice of courses to study. But first
- degrees consisting of 'unrelated' studies.
I want to clear away several seeming objecBut if modern educators did not comparttions to such reform. Each of the following
mentalise areas of study according to their
arguments is, as I see it, irrelevant to the adideas of 'career-needs', we might not have to
ministration of curricula.
suffer the disastrous consequences of the lack
The first irrelevant argument is about voof communication among the men who make
cations. It is argued that society needs men
decisions affecting 'different' areas of our
and women with certain specific training to
lives. So which areas of study are related to
do certain jobs; that society, government, inwhich? All one can say in answer is that
dustry, commerce and the professions need
one area of study is related to another if the
graduates with degrees of certain specified
same person is interested in both.
content. My reply to this is that if the stuThe existence of specific vocational redent can freely choose his degree course, then

If

The fourth irrelevant argument is about
utility. Again I say it is not for politicians or
administrators of formal education to decide
which learning is useful and which is not. But
they try to legislate in general as to which deserves more emphasis - the humanities or
the utilities. One side says: study in the humanities gives a man soul. He is not just a
glorified mechanic, he has culture, he is a
truly educated man. The other side says tha
study in the utilities makes a man useful. He
can deal with real problems. He can contribute to society something concrete (and often
n
therefore irremovable). He has know-how.

4
if

Whether know-how or culture is desirable,
is up to the desirer, the individual student.
Anyway, what is meant by a 'useful' skill?
Surely only that its product is wanted. If
people want poetry more than bridges, for
example, then the ability to write poetry is
more useful than the ability to build bridges.
This dichotomy between arts and science
is enforced by the education system which
artificially creates the two different mentalities. This absurd distinction between knowhow and culture would disappear if we were
free to pursue our own individual combinations of talents and interests. By forcing students into arts or sciences, for example, our
education system divides people into various
'types', making each 'type' one-eyed. The pitiable non-communication among, for example, scientists and artists might be reduced if
science students could develop what spontaneous interests they had in areas of liberal arts
and arts students could pursue, as far as they
chose, whatever interest they had in science.
That is to say, let each man open both of his
eyes.
The fifth irrelevant argument is about the
time spent in learning: 'They must take at
least so much time to learn such and such and
they must not take more than so much time
to learn such and such'. Who says? Why notjpr/
This is a very damaging form of enforced u f ^ ^
formity. There is great variance in what students learn outside the formal education system. There is great variance in the extracurricular environment of students (financial
and occupational circumstances, emotional
and social affairs, intellectual and ideological
background). Previous experience, age, tem-
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perament, motivation, other demands etc. all
affect the time taken by a man in learning
something. Organisation within our formal
education system assumes that students have
no extra-curricular life whatsoever.
My point is that there is no need to impose these sentences or time limits on any
learner. The time conditions imposed affect
Liferent learners differently and the same
• ^ n e r in opposite ways at different times.
The time ultimatums which are built into our
education system make boredom and panic
everyday fare in our schools and universities.
'Work' takes the place of learning. Most of us
have been educated into a life of work, controlled by boredom and panic, and not a life
of enlightenment motivated by desire.
Children of today are thought to need at
least ten years of 'schooling'. So they are compelled by law to attend school for most of
their waking day, five days a week, forty
weeks a year, for at least ten years. And in all
that time they have virtually no say in what
they do. (Oh how stupid we are to send our
children to school!) University students are
thought to need three or four years study to
deserve a degree. Anyone who has tried to
teach at university can tell you that some
first-year students are wiser and more effective than a good many graduates. By 'wise' I
mean having relevant information - the information needed to live - and by 'effective' I
mean able to make themselves understood by
people outside the classroom. It can make a
great difference to the 'quality' of a university graduate whether he came straight from
school to university or from the outside
world to the university. Sadly, school and the
rest of the world are two, systematically-di^ ^ o r c e d , realities. The mistake of adulthood in
( ^ a i society is to react to the world as if it
^ « r e a school. We spend most of our living
^ m e doing meaningless 'work', even at 'play'.
(Meaningful living is neither working nor playing - both 'work' and 'play' mean alienation.)
We learn most of what we know outside
^ k h e formal education system, but many people
^ f c o u l d still benefit from the opportunity to
^ R ) m e to university, some for a shorter time than
three years. For others three or four years is
not long enough. It is quite absurd to try to
define the optimum length of time of study.
This attempt to 'average out' the different
needs of different people produces an arib'In the humanities most of the interesting
topics have akeady been written about. It is
laughable the way people have to hunt around, further and further back in history,
to find a topic to study. A few years ago a
writer, Malcolm Bradbury, in Eating people
is wrong described the plight of a girl who
did her thesis on fish imagery in Shakespeare,
but
that seems exciting compared with subt
j
jects
being done at present.

W

T h e irony is that the humanities, as their
name suggests, should be concerned with
;he study of man and his thoughts. Instead
most courses in the humanities are backward
looking and bear little relevance to the lives
of students. English became included as a
subject for study in the humanities about
100 years ago and to prove its respectability
it began examining something ancient Medieval writing. At that time there was a
need for scholars to edit such writings, but
that task has been largely completed. English studies, however, have got stuck in
these narrow tracks,' he said.
To illustrate academic isolation Mr
O'Connor said that when a student asked an
English literature lecturer about a recent
film or book, or about current issues such as
population explosion, he might get the answer: 'I don't know anything about that. I'm
a seventeenth century man.'
Mr O'Connor gained first class honours in
English and classics from Melbourne University then worked as a tutor in English for
three years. He has made a film and is the
author of several plays. At present he is having a temporary break from his studies but
he intends to finish his PhD next year.
'I began my PhD in 1969. It is on certain
aspects of a translation of Virgil's Aeneid
to late Medieval Scottish in 1513. Within
iglish studies it considered an unusually
broad and an interesting topic, but in fact
there are akeady twelve theses on this subject alone written by British, German and
American scholars.
'It wasn't long before I became thoroughly
disillusioned. I spoke to other PhD students
who felt completely in the same situation.
Instead of giving us a broad, imaginative

«

itary, meaningless deprivation/overdose, again studying. Study becomes mere alienated work.
turning possible learning into useless work.
Let me spell out my suggestion in more
Material learnt just to meet the requiredetail: any person should be able to study
ments of the education system is of no value any subject or subjects, in any combination,
to anyone: it is worse than useless; it is harm- to any depth, and for any length of time.
ful. Years of fitting into the system — of
The university part of a man's education
learning material which is of no personal sig- may take him one month or eleven years.
nificance - is not only a waste of good living Why should we think, as the degree system
time, but serves to depersonalise all ambition. implies, that it takes a man three or four
So many people end up doing nothing of per- years to become educated? Any student
sonal significance. We spend so many years
should be able to study whatever bits and
ingesting food for which we are not hungry. pieces interest him from any field of learnthat in the end we lose our appetite altogether, ing. Consider the traditionally 'different'
It is for each person to choose himself; to fields: science, arts, architecture, engineerfulfil his own values; to seek answers to the
ing, medicine, social sciences, law, humanities
questions which he asks. Our modern law and . . . What all these fields have in common is
money systems are such that most everybody man. What all these fields are about is man.
who seeks education is at the mercy of our
And man occurs only in whole person lots.
formal education system. The administrators Nobody is just a worker, or just a patient
of education should therefore take every op- or just a customer or just a breeder or just
portunity to maximise the student's freedom a citizen or just a dweller . . . everybody is
to seek the answers to the range of questions all of these things. The compartmentalisation
which he, uniquely, asks.
of our thoughts and actions into 'different'
Now apply this principle of freedom in
studies, 'different'jobs, 'different' aspects of
curriculum design to the university. Our uni- life, is one of the greatest evils of modern
versities could undertake this kind of reform western civilisation. It is enforced by our
without further material resources - reform education system as it stands, and it makes
which would help to humanise student life.
our lives disintegrated and to that extent
Abandon the university degree! We should
meaningless. We do violence through our
abandon the 'degree' as the basic organisaignorance, through our narrow, compartmentional device of university education. With it talised thinking. We do not understand ourwould go most of the anti-learning rules and selves because our thinking is not integrated,
regulations.
and as a result we are unaware of the effects
Why should we? The assertion is unintelof our actions on others.
ligible that there is some 'quantity' of educaUnder the proposed reform, it would be
tion such that a person having undergone
unnecessary of course for students to be rethat quantity should be awarded some garstricted by the compulsory ordering and
land, some cap and gown, some reward for a combinations of 'material' into parts of dejob well done (and finished for good?). But,
grees. This 'structuring' of degrees would
by means of rules, regulations, routines, and
disappear and be replaced simply by clear
rituals, young students are given the impresadvice as to which course presupposed
sion that a degree means something, that some-knowledge in which other courses. Even then
how this precise amount of stuff done to get this should remain as advice not compulsion.
a degree is magic, and will turn them into
Instead of conferring a degree on a man (a
graduates, wise men . . . In fact what happens gesture which says precious little about him anyis that this pie in the sky, this mirage of wisway) we could simply-less ritualistically and
dom-in-a-desert-of-confusion, this supersitmore usefuUy-say what the man had studied.
tious belief in titles, this false god, draws stuThe introduction of this personalised,
dents on, to work (not learn) and to put up
degree-less, university education system
with the incredible array of enrolment rules, would not of itself require more staff or
course restrictions, and exam regulations. The facilities. It would require only a change
tragedy is that after a year or so of joining in in practice. The same material would be
these degree-oriented routines, these rituals,
studied: the same teachers would teach. But
most students have forgotten what they want- there would be a spontaneous reshuffling of
ed to know; they have forgotten the point of personnel. The important difference would

be that each student freely chose to do what
he was doing. Regulations governing choices
of courses would be virtually abolished.
To realistically introduce this scheme
would mean, of course, rechanneling moneys.
It would mean distributing the scholarships,
bursaries, awards, facilities, teachers, courses
. . . all the services of the university without
discrimination, for all students. That is to
say nobody would be favoured or deprived
by the administration of the university on
the grounds that some choices of courses
were unacceptable.
This reform can be introduced without
causing any distress to the superstitious traditionalists, or to any student who still wants
a 'degree'. A particular student might, for
example, want a degree-ticket to show a superstitious employer that he is 'educated'. In
legalistic detail, what I am suggesting to cover
this point is that where a student's (freely
chosen) study includes the material of a traditional degree course, he may, if he chooses,
have 'a note from the teacher' to the effect
that 'this man's studies are equivalent to the
traditional degree of (say) Bachelor of
Science'. And if he still wanted it, there
would be no harm in giving him a pretty
card - give everybody a pretty card, signed
by the vice chancellor and framed - to give
his mother to show her that he is educated.
So there is no need for this reform - and
this applies to many reforms - to chop off
the people who cling to the old way, before
starting on the new way. Progress comes by
increasing the individual's powers of choice
not merely by swapping one imposition for
another. In general there is no need for a reform to degenerate into a sickly, complicated,
compromise which doesn't satisfy anybody.
You can have both the old and the new side
by side. 'Any person may do this or this or
this . . . ' It is superstition (or facism, or insecurity or something) to think that there
must be a restrictive, uniform law for everybody. Only where different ways of life can
flourish can the 'best' one, if there is one,
prove itself by 'natural selection'.
With this new scheme in operation, you
could not then point to a student and say
'he's a med student' or 'he's a law student'
or 'he's an arts student' . . . but only 'he's
a human: he is learning about himself and
his world'. The 'degree' he would be getting
would be a degree of humanity.
•
the frustrations of PhD students been aired.
'As a female colleague pointed out, we are
like housewives before Women's Lib writers
exposed their problems. Each of us thought
we were the only ones feeling cheated, depressed and uncertain. Like housewives we
felt doubly trapped because we had, after
all, chosen to do a PhD, just as they chose
marriage. But it was not till we got into the
system we realised that it wasn't us to blame
but the system which requires a higher degree
and specialisation in order to get a job.'
Now that the problem is being aired Mr
O'Connor believes that serious attempts
should be made to change the system. He believes that the three-year single subject study,
following the four-year honours course,
should remain for those genuinely interested
in detailed scholarship. The rest could spend
the three years divided into six-month sections reading other disciplines, gaining a gen-

A PhD student, Mr Marie O'Connor, has criticised the system whereby students have to study ^'^Iq? cou^sT^
mcreasmgly obscure subjects m order to acquire a higher degree m the humanities. Mr O'Connor
sueeestion Academics have a vested
K^^o^o^ o Pi^Fi
io
f/^ laiier suggesiiou. Acaaemics nave a vesica
says the 'thesis racket' has become worse in recent years because a PhD degree is necessary to
interest in retaining the PhD system. They
gain academic employment. To get this a student has to spend four years studying for an
gained one so they wouldn't want its value
honours degree and then a further three years, working in isolation, on some narrow topic
to change. But gradually some might come
knowledge of our subject a PhD pushes stu'Students beginning university English
to see that an English honours graduate who
dents into dull, narrow speciahsation. At the
courses think they will be studying English
then spent three years reading economics,
end of the three years they are isolated from
literature but it turns out to be a study of
anthropology, history, human geography,
other scholars, even in their own departments, criticisms on older English writings. English
constitutional law and philosophy, for exwhere one might be an early Medieval expert and the other humanities are backward look- ample, was really educated in the humanities.
while another is a late sixteenth century exing. A university whose English department
Alternatively, he could spend the three PhD
pert. In universities it is disappointing to see
concentrates on modern or contemporary
years in three other subjects of his own disso little spiritual or mental exchange.'
writing is extremely rare anywhere in the
cipline.
world. In this case school courses are better.
It was the present system, he said, which
'Of course the demand for changing the
forced students to do three years of dullness They usually tackle novels and plays which are system will have to come from outside the
of this century and many are contemporary.'
in order to qualify for academic appointfaculties concerned. The public must see
ment. The people who should be teaching
that the money spent on researching laughMr O'Connor says many other PhD stuEnglish were those with a broad love of it
able topics should end. Perhaps the change
dents feel the same way. 'We feel that we
and who read widely out of intellectual curwould have to come from the Minister ifor
are working in isolation. Our supervisors ofiosity, not tired specialists.
Education and Science influencing the viceten aren't interested in our research and give
But a vicious circle set in after the honours us little feedback regarding our progress. We
chancellors and the Australian Universities
degree when the bright students with a genCommission.
become narrow minded and bored. At least
eral interest tended to be weeded out and
'Unless these changes come and courses
in the sciences students are doing new and
the others with dull persistence continued
in humanities are updated, that very disciporiginal work. But in the humanities the
on some narrow topic as absurdly remote as
subjects seem absurdly remote. One professor, line will be dropped by many intelligent stuWelsh influences in Shakespeare.'Because of
dents in favour of a new, rounded approach
in another university, told me he and his
the backward-looking bias of university
to looking at man and his problems and life.
staff lay awake at night trying to think of
courses it now seems to me that students
This new discipline shares the same name in
suitable,rare PhD topics/
with creative talents should be very wary
a different form - the study of man.'
•
Mr O'Connor said that only recently had
of studying English at university level,' he said.
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UNIVERSITY LIBRARY NOTES
Life Sciences Library. A number of important journals have been added to this collection, temporarily housed on the lower ground
floor of the Menzies Building. Notable additions include complete sets of Zoologica.
Monday 21 August
Stuttgart from vol.1, 1887; the Journal
^
the Marine Biological Association of th
Environmental Mechanics seminar. Mr B.D.
from vol. 1,1889; Zeitschrift fur Pflanz
^ ^
Miller, 'Measurement of plant water potenphysiologic from vol.1, 1909 and the Put/.
tial by pressure chamber psychrometer.' Pye
cazioni of the Stazione Zoologica, Naples,
seminar room, CSIRO Division of Environvols. 1-36.
mental Mechanics, 3.45pm.
A set of the scarce Dictionnaire descriptif
Credit Union annual general meeting. Meetet synonomique des genres de plantes phanings room. University House, 5.15pm. Reerogrames, by A. Lemee in nine volumes
freshments afterwards.
has been acquired recently. An order has
Thursday 24 August
been placed for Seitz' Les Macrolepidopteres
Medical Chemistry seminar. Dr W. Prenderdu Globe. The Library has been trying for
gast, 'Ring opening reactions of 8-azapurines
some years to obtain this work and was forwith bifunctional nucleophiles' and 'Some
tunate to locate a set in French at a reasonnucleophilic additions in purines'. Florey
able price.
Lecture Theatre, 3.45pm.
•
Menzies science readers. Users of Science
Citation Index will be interested to learn
that a subscription has been placed for the
NOTES FROM DEPARTMENTS
Permuterm Index to Science Citation Index.
Biochemistry (IAS). Dr J.F. Morrison, ProThis should increase the usefulness of this
fessorial Fellow in the department, has acwork as it will now enable a subject approach
cepted an invitation to serve on the editorial
to be made to the scientific papers cited.
board of the journal Biochimica et Biophysica
The first two volumes of the ISIS CumulActa.
ative Bibliography 1913-1965 have been reClinical Science. Professor P.F. Sinnett, Proceived and are shelved in the reference area
fessor of Human Biology, University of Papua
of the Menzies Building. In the foreword to
-New Guinea is Visiting Fellow in the departvolume one, I. Bernard Cohen sums up the
Dr David Lewis, Research Fellow in Pacific History, with his daughters, Susan, 10 (left), and
ment for 6 weeks.
Vicky, 9, at the recent launching of his book 'We, the Navigators: the ancient art of land find- value of this work in the following words:
History of Ideas Unit. Professor George Mosse, ing in the Pacific' at the Academy of Science. The book was published by ANU Press and
'One of the great virtues of dealing with the
Visiting Fellow in the Unit, will leave Canlaunched by Professor O.H.K. Spate, Director of the Research School of Pacific Studies. 'We, Critical Bibliographies of ISIS in this cumuberra for Wisconsin in the middle of August.
the Navigators' is based on Dr Lewis' adventures in rediscovering the ancient navigation meth- lative fashion is that there is produced as a
He has recently visited universities in Sydney, ods of the Polynesians. In 1968 using such maritime techniques he sailed with his family in a
result not only a valuable guide to the literaMelbourne and Hobart to lecture on National 39-foot ketch from England to Fiji in six months. Other voyages have included single-handed ture of the history of science during fifty
Socialism and ritual, cults and symbols in
Atlantic crossings, circumnavigation of the globe and retracing the thousand year-old Eastern most significant years, but an analytical gi
modern mass politics. He has also recorded
to ISIS itself. Volumes one and two cove:
Polynesian migration route to New Zealand without instruments, finding his landfall only
an ABC Guest of Honour program, taking
twenty-six miles in error. Dr Lewis, a New Zealander who gave up medical practice because of personalities and institutions.
for his theme fascism in the modern world.
his love for the sea, at present is preparing for a single-handed voyage to Antarctica.
Jean M. Waller
Professor Shlomo Avineri, also a Visiting
Fellow in the Unit, concluded the public
man Embassy, Empire Circuit, Yarralumla,
undertake research in a field related to its
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS
lecture series 'Nationalism - yesterday and
ACT, 2600.
function, which is to promote efficiency
AAUW
Fellowships.
The
American
Associatoday' arranged by the Unit with a lecture
and economy within the public service. Thi
Apex
Foundation
grants.
The
Apex
Foundation of University Women is offering fifty
on 'Israeli and Arab Nationalism: A comBoard will pay the scholar's fees and grant
tion for Research into Mental Retardation is
fellowship awards to non-American women
parison of political and social aspects'. The
an allowance of $2600 if he does not receive
graduates for graduate study or advanced re- inviting applications from individuals or teams a Commonwealth scholarship. The Board will
full series of lectures will be published early
for
grants
to
support
new
or
existing
research
search at approved institutions in the United
next year. A book Israel and the Palestinalso provide office accommodation and typprojects. Grants will be awarded to researStates. Several International Federation of
ians, edited by Professor Avineri, has just
ing services and access to Public Service dechers
in
any
discipline
(medical,
educational,
University Women Awards are available from
been published by St Martin's Press, New
partments. Applications should be made to
psychological, biological, sociological etc.)
the AAUW for research to be undertaken
York.
the Secretary, N.S.W. Public Service Board,
which
is
concerned
with
the
causes,
diagnoMr Julius Kovesi, Senior Lecturer in Philo- other than in the recipient's country. AppliGoodsell Building, 8-12 Chifley Square,
sis,
prevention
or
treatment
of
mental
retardcation forms are available from the cultural
sophy in the University of Western Australia
Sydney, 2000 before 30 August. Further deaffairs officer, American Embassy, Canberra. ation. Applications for grants close on 31
and author of Moral Notions, spent the first
tails are available from Mr B. Moore in SydAugust
and
forms
are
available
from
Mr
K.B.
Closing date for the awards is 1 December.
week of August in the Unit discussing his
ney (270 1702).
Kaus, room 38, Chancelry 2A (ext.4241).
Further information can be obtained from
work on the nineteenth-century thinker
Australian Film Awards. Entries for the
Queen's Fellowships. Queen's Fellowships
Dr Joyce Fildes (ext.2322 or 48 9024).
Moses Hess with Professor Avineri and Dr
Australian Film Institute's 1972 Australian
in Marine Science are available for five you
Awards for women graduates. The Canberra
Kamenka. Mr Kovesi has translated Hess'
scientists who want to do research at the
Association of University Women has advised Film Awards close on 1 September. Further
Money into English; Professor Avineri has
Australian Institute of Marine Science, Towi?
that Newnham College, Cambridge (England) information about the awards is in file no.
edited a selection of Hess' works.
sville, or an Australian university. Apphcais offering two research fellowships for three 14.4.1.13, Records Section.
Professor Plamenatz, the third Visiting
years from 1 October 1973. An associates
Fellow in the Unit, and Dr Kamenka took
French postgraduate scholarships. The French tion is restricted to scientists under thirty
part in a one-day seminar in Sydney with the fellowship is available for research in any
Government is offering scholarships to Aust- years of age. Stipends of $7,400 per annum,
increasing to $8,000 for fellows over the age
subject to women graduates from British or
noted English author and student of Soviet
ralian students wanting to undertake postCommonwealth universities. Preference may
affairs, Mr Robert Conquest. They discussed
graduate study in France during the 1973-74 of 28, are available. Applications close on 2
September and further details are available
be given to a past or present student of the
irrationality and rationality in history. Proacademic year. Applicants should be gradfrom the Secretary, Queen's Fellowships
College. The Wheldale Onslow Memorial Fel- uates or in the final year of a tertiary course
fessor Plamenatz, Mr Kovesi and Dr KamenCommittee, Department of Education and
lowship is open to women of any nationality and must propose a definite plan of study.
ka have also recorded material for a series of
for research in the biological sciences. Preprograms on Marx and Marxism to be proScholarships are available in all fields, includ- Science, Box 826, Canberra.
ference will be given to work planned in plant ing the sciences, but many are reserved for
duced by the ABC as one of its special proRhodes Scholarship. Applications are invited
biochemistry. Free board and residence is
jects.
French studies. Tenable initially for a year
for a Rhodes Scholarship to the University
provided at the College and recipients would
(the French academic year runs from OctoHuman Biology. Dr R.L. Kirk has been apof Oxford to be awarded to an undergraduate
be expected to undertake some teaching
ber-June), each scholarship provides a month- student from a university in New South
pointed Acting Principal of the Australian
while
carrying
out
their
research
work.
The
ly allowance, economy air travel on the reInstitute of Aboriginal Studies for ten weeks
Wales or the ACT. The successful scholar
closing date is 1 December and further infor- turn journey only, tuition fees and accommo- would enrol at Oxford in October next year
from mid-August.
mation can be obtained from Dr Joyce Fildes dation assistance. Application forms are
for two years with a possible extension for a
Japanese. Mr H. Mukai, Senior Lecturer and
(ext.2322 or 48 9024).
available from the Secretary, Department of
third year. The scholarship includes travel
a member of staff since 1962, has left the
Education and Science, (French Government costs, payment of fees and a personal allowdepartment to return to Japan.
AINSE fellowships. The Australian Institute Scholarships), P.O., Box 826, Woden, ACT,
ance of £75 per month. The NSW GovernMathematics (IAS). Professor Laurent Swartz of Nuclear Science and Engineering is offer2606. The closing date is 16 December.
ment will supplement this up to $300 per
ing fellowships to engineers and scientists
and his wife. Professor Marie-Helene Swartz
French technical scholarships. The French
year, where necessary. The scholarship is
wanting to undertake research within the
were Visiting Fellows in the department in
Government is offering scholarships to Aust- available for any field of study to an unInstitute's field of interest. Applicants should
July. Professor Laurent Swartz is from the
ralians, working in professional and technical married male student between 19 and 25
have a PhD degree or equivalent and should
University of Paris and his wife is from the
fields, to visit France for three to six months on 1 October 1973, who has lived in Austbe nominated by an Australian university or
University of Lille.
to further their working experience through
raha for at least five years and has completed
the Australian Atomic Energy Commission.
Political Science (SOS). Mr Bruce McFarlane
observation and participation. The scholarat least two years of university study. FurFellowships range in value from $6,304 per
has resigned his appointment as Senior Lecships provide return journey air fare only and ther information on Rhodes Scholarships is
annum to $8,984. Further information is
turer in the department to become Reader
available from Mr K.B. Kaus, room 38, Chanavailable from Mr K.B. Kaus, room 38, Chan- a monthly allowance, book and travel fees.
in Politics at the University of Adelaide.
Applicants should have some knowledge of
celry 2A (ext.4241).
cehy 2A (ext.4241).
French and be more than twenty-five years
Sociology (SOS). Dr James Lally took up
Stephens Fellowship. Applications are invitAlexander von Humboldt Foundation fellow- of age. Further details are available from the
appointment as Lecturer on 23 June. Dr
ed for the A.E. and F.A.Q. Stephens Postships. The foundation provides about 400
Secretary,
Department
of
Education
and
Lally, a graduate of the University of Queens- fellowships a year on a world-wide basis for
graduate
Research Fellowship to undertr'
Science, P.O. Box 826, Woden, ACT. 2606
land and the University of Minnesota, came
specific research projects in Germany. Appli- and marked 'French Government Profession- research at the University of Sydney du
to ANU from the San Diego State College,
1973. The fellowship, worth $A2,600 ii
W
cants should have doctoral degrees. Travel
al and Technical Scholarships'. Applications
California.
expenses, family allowances and grants for
should be made nine months prior to intend- able to graduates from any Australian or v
Urban Biology group. The group, which is
seas university other than the University of
language instruction are paid, as well as a
ed departure or before 16 December, 1972.
part of the Department of Human Biology,
Sydney. Further information is available from
monthly allowance. Fellowships are for six
is now located at 3 Liversidge Street, next
the Registrar, University of Sydney and appUPublic Service Board scholarship. The NSW
to twelve months with extensions up to two
to the National Heart Foundation. It has no
•
Public Service Board is offering a scholarship cations close on 31 August.
years. Commencement can be arranged to
telephones at present but messages can be
for postgraduate research on organisational
suit the applicant. Further information and
left with the receptionist, John Curtin
application forms are available from the Ger- behaviour. The Board expects applicants to
School of Medical Research.
•
DIARY OF EVENTS
Monday 14 August
Computer Centre lecture. Dr M.R. Osborne,
'Numerical algebra'. Seminar room, Mathematical Sciences Building, 1 lam.

t
#
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July Council
July Council items held over from the last
issue of the Reporter were:
^^history and Anthropology (SGS). Council
• p r o v e d a Board of the School of General
Studies recommendation that Prehistory be
separated from the Department of History in
the Faculty of Arts to form a combined Department of Prehistory and Anthropology
next year. The first appointment in Anthropology is expected to be in 1973.
Department of Pharmacology. Subject to
funds being available in the next triennium,
Council approved a Board of the Institute of
Advanced Studies recommendation for the
establishment of a Department and Chair of
Pharmacology in the John Curtin School of
Medical Research. If funds are available it is
expected that the new department will begin
operating next January. Council noted that
the Board had appointed an electoral committee to fill the Chair.
Four-year Geology degree. Council referred
to its Education Committee a recommendation for introduction of a four-year pass degree course specialising in Geology. The Department of Geology had asked for the course
because it felt that four years instead of three
were needed to train graduates adequately to
enter the geological profession.
Grants and gifts. Following an application
approved by the Vice-Chancellor a grant of
19 has been received from the Austra^ M p Meat Research Committee for continued
^ ^ f t p o r t of work in the Department of Zoo^ t i y on immunological and in vitro culture
studies relating to the control of cysticercosis
in sheep.
Professor J.W. Davidson has given $500
support publication by the Journal of
:ific History of a volume of articles from
(journal useful for scholars teaching undergraduate Pacific history. If the publication
does not eventuate the money will be used

«

VISITORS IN THE UNIVERSITY
Professor Shlomo Avineri, Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, Visiting Fellow in History of
Ideas Unit until October; main interest Marxist philosophy and Middle East nationalism; room 2125, Coombs Building, ext.4474.
Mr P. Clarke, Monash University, Visiting
Research Fellow in Far Eastern History until
Rt
ebruary 1973; main interest - Chinese his^ry in the nineteenth century; room 4125,
oombs Building, ext.4096.
Dr
Di W.R. Dowdle, Centre for Disease Control,
Atlanta,
Honorary Fellow in Microbiology
At
until
un June 1973; main interest - influenza
nd the origin of new strains; room 3021,
SMR, ext.2604.
•ofessor E. Eguchi, Yokohama University,
visiting appointment in Neurobiology until
September; main interest - structure and
function of anthropod compound eyes;
Block C, RSBS, ext.4104.
Professor J.M. Gani, University of Sheffield,
Visiting Fellow in Statistics (IAS) until August; main interest - stochastic processes
and their applications to biology; room 1-4,
Mathematical Sciences Building, ext.4403.
Dr N. Gay, University of Witwatersrand, visiting appointment in Geophysics and Geochemistry until end of August; main interest
- rock deformation applied to structural
geology; room G-46, Geophysics and Geochemistry Building, ext.2494.
Dr T. Ishikawa, Associate Professor of Pharmacology, Chiba University, Honorary Fellow in Physiology until January; main interest
- identification of transmitter substances in
the medullary reticular formation of the
thalamic nuclei; room 4055, JCSMR, ext.2037.
Associate Professor H. Kaneda, University
of California, Visiting Fellow in Economics
(RSPacS) until September; main interest economic development of less developed
countries with special emphasis on strategy
agricultural development; room 7115,
• ombs Building, ext.3095.
Professor A.K. Lascelles, University of Sydney, Visiting Fellow in Immunology for six
months from July; main interest - autoimmunity to sperm;room 3009, JCSMR, ext.4128.
Professor W.H. Maw, University of Delaware,
Visiting Fellow, and Professor Ethel Maw,

for the general purposes of the journal.
An anonymous donation of $25 has been
received to support work in high energy
physics.
Parkes Way extension. Dr S.R. Taylor reported for the information of Council steps being
taken by individual and group members of
staff and by the ANU Staff Association to
express opposition to the proposed extension of Parkes Way through a tunnel under
Acton Saddle and along the lake over a new
Sullivans Creek bridge.
Annual reports. Council received the annual
reports for 1971 of the John Curtin School
of Medical Research and the Faculty of Economics.
Presenting the report of the John Curtin
School, the Director, Professor F.J. Fenner,
said that 1971, the mid-year of the current
triennium, had been a year of consolidation
of developments initiated in 1970 rather
than a year of innovation. Financial stringency early in the year had greatly inhibited
academic recruitment but improvement in
the fiscal situation late in 1971 had allowed
departments to fill many vacant positions.
'We hope to end the triennium with a staff
close to that proposed in the 1970-72 submission to the Australian Universities Commission,' Professor Fenner said.
The report of the Faculty of Economics
was presented by Professor G.S.L. Tucker. In
his report, the former Dean, Professor B.D.
Cameron, had said that 1971 had been a year
of consolidation for the Faculty in a number
of areas, such as the course degree of Master
of Economics, which was now well established. The main new developments had been the
successful introduction of Computer Science
and the establishment of two chairs in the Department of Statistics. Enrolments in the Department of Economics numbered about 1,000
and as failure rates continued to decline and
postgraduate work expanded, student enrolments would rise further. However, it was
proposed to hold first-year Economics enrolments to 600 students. 'While a large number
of students still fail in first year, this proportion is declining,' Professor Cameron said.
'Moreover, once the student is through first
year, failure rates are generally low.'
•
Bryn Mawr College, Pennsylvania, Honorary
Visiting Fellow in Education Research Unit
until September; main interest - the intrinsic
motivation of human curiosity; room 3209,
Coombs Building, ext.2218.
Professor G.W. Miller, University of London,
Visiting Fellow in the Education Research
Unit until August; main interest — comparison of Australian and British university student drop-outs; room 4119, Coombs Building,
ext.4112.
Professor H.V. Muhsam, Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, Visiting Fellow in Demography
until 31 December; main interest - intermarriage between ethnic groups in Australia;
room 3218, Coombs Building, ext.2376.
Dr V.A. Parsegian, US National Institute of
Health, Bethesda, Honorary Fellow in Applied Mathematics (IAS) until Septemb.er;
main interest - physical theory of intermolecular forces; room 2-3 Mathematical
Sciences Building, ext.4504.
Professor J. Plamenatz, University of Oxford,
Visiting Fellow in the History of Ideas Unit
until September; main interest - history of
social and political theory; room 2132,
Coombs Building, ext.4008.

The Deans of two faculties recently completed their terms of office. Professor R. StC. Johnson, Professor of Classics, retired as Dean of the Faculty of Arts, and was succeeded as Dean
by DrE.C. Fry, Reader in History. Professor T.Y. Liu, Professor of Chinese, relinquished the
Deanship of the Faculty of Asian Studies and was succeeded by Professor E.S. Crawcour,
Professor of Japanese. Informal functions were held to mark the occasions. Top: Professor
Johnson (left) was presented with a gift from the Arts Faculty by Dr Fry. Below: Professor
Liu (left) reflects on his term as Dean watched by Professor Crawcour (centre).
•

From page 1.
from becoming altered during the process of
digestion.'
The problem has been solved by the
CSIRO Division of Animal Physiology at
Prospect near Sydney. A team under Dr T.W.
Scott has found that cattle fed on vegetable
oil such as safflower oil, coated with a mixture of sodium caseinate (milk protein) and
formalin incorporate the polyunsaturated
fats unchanged into their milk and meat.
'The fine coating prevents the bugs from
getting at the polyunsaturated fats,' said Dr
Nestel. 'In this way the polyunsaturated oil
Dr O.S.C. Queiroz, Le Phytotron, Centre
fat is absorbed unchanged. Within a day or a
National de Recherche Scientifique, Honorcouple of feeds the polyunsaturated fat conary Fellow in Environmental Biology until
tent in the milk goes up quite steeply.'
November; main interest - Crassulacean acid
CSIRO hopes that developmental research
metabolism; room 234c RSC, ext.4095.
will show that the new technology can be
Associate Professor J.W. Russell, Oakland Univer- introduced in commercial operations with
sity, Michigan, visiting appointment in Chem- cattle having their saturated fat content kept
low by supplements of the special formula.
istry (SGS) for thirteen months from July;
There is already widespread interest in the
main interest - electronic spectra of organic
discovery especially if the diet-conscious pubmolecules in crystalline hosts; room 75, Delic is prepared to pay the slight extra cost of
partment of Chemistry, ext.2025.
polyunsaturated products.
Dr J.H. Sass, Geological Survey, Menlo Park,
Polyunsaturated meat tastes almost the
California, Visiting Fellow in Geophysics
same as saturated meat and its flavour can
and Geochemistry until the end of August;
be varied under the new process. It has also
main interest - thermal state of the earth's
been found that butter from polyunsaturated
crust; room 231, Geophysics and Geochemimilk is softer and more spreadable at low
stry Building, ext.3340.
temperatures, similar to table margarine.
Professor Ralph Turner, University of CaliDr Nestel, who took part himself in the
fornia, Los Angeles, Visiting Fellow in Sociosuccessful Clinical Science pilot test of food
logy, (IAS) until October; main interest products from polyunsaturated animals
comparison of upward mobility in Australia
raised by CSIRO, said no-one really knew
and Britain and United States; room 3217,
"'Goombs Building, ext.3233.
• with certainty how polyunsaturated fats reduced fatty acids. However, studies carried
''Vi
out in the department strongly suggested
\

N

that cholesterol was actually excreted from
the body in increased amounts when polyunsaturated fats were eaten.
The department is looking for eight
people, preferably students, able to take
part full-time in the twelve-week survey
which will start immediately after the final
examinations. Participants are paid $25 a
week; all food is provided and they live in,
which raises the value to more than $50.
Apart from sleeping and all eating at the
department, which is located at Canberra
Hospital (inquiries ext.3782), and taking
part in regular testing of blood and body
weight, the participants are free to come
and go as they please. However, drinking
alcohol is not permitted.
Not much of a way to spend ChristmasNew Year, but says Dr Nestel, implications
of successful confirmation of the CSIRO discovery for dietary change and therefore public health are great. He sees no consumer resistance to its introduction if clinical tests
prove conclusively, as he thinks they will,
that polyunsaturated food products can reduce coronary risk factors such as blood
cholesterol. In fact he believes the availability
of traditional foods in polyunsaturated form
will create their own demand.
'If you can offer people something they
are traditionally used to eating but in a safer
form they will almost undoubtedly want it.
In terms of reducing the blood cholesterol and
triglyceride content and thereby the risk of
coronary heart disease I think this offers
more potential than anything else that has
come up. From the point of view of the
public health I think it is very exciting.'
•
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
For sale
VW 1965, $600. Wilkins Servis twin tub
washing machine, $50. Taylor, ext.2560.
VW 1959, German-made, good condition,
47 7380 after 6pm or ext.2656.
Datsun 1000 de luxe, \96l\ 43,000 mil
good condition, 5 months reg., $900oi
Akai x-5000 L stereo tape-recorder, gOv
specs and condition, 18 months old, $25c
ono. Ibanez Spanish guitar, $75. McCaughan, ext.3760.
Skis, Fischer compact (metal) 205cm, Sumatic/Nevada bindings. Good condition, $75.
Jones, ext.4213.
Renault 12 TL, late 1970. Excellent cond.,
$1900. Jones, ext.4213.
Falcon 500, 3.6 litre manual sedan, 1970,
radio, heater. NRMA report available, $1800.
Cox, ext.4334.
Ski boots, 'Strolz', as new, one pair size AVi
ladies. $25ono. Ext.2229.
Casettelrecorder, Sony, new condition, excellent for recording lectures and dictating.
$45. Ext.2106.
VW 1962, 68,000 miles, 6 months reg., $225;
boy's bike, 3 hub gears, good tyres, $ 15; TV,
Pye Pedigree, 23-inch, $75. Ext.4507.
Wolseley, 15/60, 9 months reg. Best reasonable offer. Ext.4082. 48 691 lah.
Cortina station wagon, 1965, one owner
only, 10 months registration, 65,000 miles,
$650; Electric fire, $10; Baby bath, $2.
Owner going overseas on 20 August and must
During Bush Week students could find nocartoon in the Monaro Mall but it was simply $ 1,400 and students intend to augment this
sell. Jones, 81 6097.
by sending the cartoon on a tour of other
where suitable to exhibit this forty-six feet
too big to be accommodated. The cartoon,
Skis, Blizzard Formel Total, 205cm, top
square cartoon - believed to be the world's
which satirises the 'Great Australian Apathy', Australian campuses. The cartoon was painted model, 2 seasons use, marker bindings, ex-,^
biggest - except the front wall of the mainwas sponsored on a square foot basis by local (two gallons were used) on canvas pieces
cellent condition. Grundig C 200 car/port
tenance depot in Sullivans Creek Road. The
businesses but lack of response meant that
glued (one gallon) together. The work was
able cassette recorder. Sanyo 12 trans, cai^
idea and creation of third-year Arts student
only $205 was raised — enough to cover exstarted outside in the Bruce Hall quadrangle
portable radio. What offers? Roger Buick,
and Canberra artist, Casey Van Sebille (he
penses but not to contribute to the funds
but because of wind the cartoon had to be
ext.3632 or 3323ah.
was helped by a group of about eight other
raised for the Bush Week charities as had
folded up and finished in sections in a room
students), it had been intended to display the been hoped. Bush Week raised more than
in Childers Street.
• Wanted to buy
Books, Yorston, Smyth and Bro^n, Advanc^
ed Accounting, 6th edition. Law Book Co g
dle
management
levels
of
industry
and
govAUGUST SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM
PSYCHOLOGY CONFERENCE
Volumes
1 and 2; Hendriksen, Eldon S.,
ernment.
The School Holiday Program will operate at
Accounting Theory, 1965. Mrs J. McHugh,
More than one hundred psychologists will
The seminar aims to introduce them to
20 Balmain Crescent from 25 August to 11
attend the Australian Psychological Society's ext.3437.
the pohcy problems which the mining inSeptember for children aged from five to
annual conference which will be held in the
To let
dustry presents to State and Federal Govfourteen.
University from 20-24 August. Some overHouse in Aranda, 26 Dec.-29 Jan. Ext.4174
ernments.
Firm bookings should be sent to Mrs J.
seas visitors will come to the conference folor 51 2592.
Subjects to be discussed include demand
Wood, Management Services Group, Central
lowing the International Psychological Society
and pricing, export control and exhaustion
Wanted
to rent
Administration, with an equipment fee of
conference being held in Tokyo this month. •
of resources, foreign ownership and control,
House or flat for visiting academic mother
$2 per child, by 18 August. Cheques should
be made out to the School Holiday Program. taxation, royalties, subsidies and incentives,
and three children from 20-25 August. Ext.
The program operates each day from 8.15am and the implications of Australia's fuel policy. HAREA MEETING
2714.
The seminar will be held at University
The ANU branch of the Health and Research House for one year from Sept.-Dec. 1972, on
-5.15pm. The fee is $2 per day for the first
•
Employees Association will hold its next
child and $1.50 for other children in a family. House from 30 August-1 September.
a tenant-caretaker basis. T. Higgins, ext.4072.
general meeting on Wednesday 16 August at House or flat with 2 or 3 bedrooms, furnish*
Enrolment forms and other details are avail12.30pm in the Coombs Lecture Theatre.
able from Mrs Wood (ext.2978) or Mrs A.
for six months from 1 October. Ext.3513.
Guest speaker will be Mr Commissioner
Cornish (ext.3102).
• ENTOMOLOGISTS COME TO ANU
Public notices
Holmes of the Commonwealth Conciliation
The 14 International Congress of EntomolPsychology experiment. Volunteers wantedI
SOCIOLOGY GRADUATE EMPLOYMENT ogy will be held in the University this month. and Arbitration Commission who will talk
to help in study concerned with rating of
It is the first time the congress has been held on Public Service determinations and their
The Centre for Continuing Education has
effect on salaries at ANU.
• drawings. If you would like to help in this
outside
the
northern
hemisphere.
arranged a conference on the employment of
interesting study (it will occupy about an
About 1300 delegates, more than 800 from
sociology graduates to be held during the
hour of your time) please ring ext.2795. A
overseas,
have
enrolled
for
the
twenty-one
CALLING ALL AMERICANS
August vacation. It has been requested by
small fee will be paid. (Sorry, no Psychology
symposia topics and fifteen sectional sesthe Sociological Association of Australia
The United States Embassy Wives Club is
students).
sions
of
the
congress,
which
will
be
opened
and New Zealand because of concern at the
compiling a directory of Americans living in
Ski
New Zealand. Eighteen-day ski-fari, 7-24
by
the
Governor-General,
Sir
Paul
Hasluck.
possibility of future oversupply of sociology
the Canberra area. It will aid preparation of
Sept., 6 positions still available, $364 all inEight hundred scientific papers will be delgraduates.
guest lists for the club's activities and official clusive. Fourteen-day ski holiday, 8 positions
The conference will be between those who ivered during the congress from 22-30 August. • functions at the Embassy. Interested Ameristill available 9-23 Sept., $258 all inclusive.
educate sociology graduates and those who
cans are invited to call Mrs Beverly Kittinger
Duty-free skis arranged. Roger Buick, ext.
employ them. It will be held at the UniverCANCER STUDY AWARD
(81 2991).
• 3632 or 3323ah.
sity of New South Wales from 20-22 August. • Dr R. Appels, of the Genetics Section of the
Bahy sitting club. Is there one in the Br add on
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry, has been
BATIK PAINTINGS EXHIBITION
area? Any details to Jan Trevithick, ext.2795.
awarded a training fellowship with the InterANU 'SCIENCE AUSTRALIA' PROGRAM
An exhibition of batik paintings by MalayAuditions for a production of the Medieval
national Agency for Research on Cancer
sian artist, Mr Hu Te-Hsin, will be held in the morality play 'Castle of Perseverance' will be
The sixth program in the ABC series 'Science
(lARC). Dr Appels will work in Switzerland
Menzies Building of the Library from 14-19
Australia' covers some of the work of the
held on Saturday 12 August at 2pm and
on the nature of the factors which control
August. The exhibition is being sponsored by Sunday 13 August at 10am. They will be held
Department of Engineering Physics. The
the transcription of Deoxyribonucleic Acid
the Asian Studies Society of Canberra.
• in the senior common room behind Childers
half-hour program, will be screened on ABC
(DNA) in the nucleus of vertebrate cells.
television in NSW and the ACT on WednesStreet Hall.
•_
Professor G,L. Ada, Professor of MicroNEW UNION BOARD ELECTED
day 16 August at 10pm. The program titled
biology, is a member of the I ARC committee
Staff
welfare.
Mrs
Nancy
Miller,
Staff
Welfare
'HPG Superpower', is on the department's
which selects young scientists to pursue can- The following were elected recently to the
Officer, is available for counselling on work,
homopolar generator, rail gun accelerator
Union Board of Management: Mr Vijay Bhalla, personal and family problems from 9.30amcer research and senior scientists who want
and high power laser experiments. It will also
Mr John Castellari, Mr Francis Keighley, Mr
to visit select centres for consultation and
12.30pm Monday, Tuesday and Friday. Inbe screened in other states at later dates.
•
Andrew McCredie, Mr Michael Marks, Mr
instruction in new techniques.
quiries can be made on ext.3616 or messages
Patrick
Power,
Mr
Richard
Refshauge,
Mr
Professor Ada said proteins called histones
leftonext.3514.
•
SEMINAR ON MINERALS
were found closely associated with DNA. The David Spratt, Mr Graham Smith and Miss
work of Dr Appels and others suggested that Laurel Smith. At the new Board's first meet- Trade conference. The 'Restrictive Trade
A two-day teaching seminar. The Mineral
Practices' conference organised by the Centre
it was the degree of association and disassocia- ing Mr Power was elected chairman and Mr
Industry in Australia - Problems and Poli• for Continuing Education, which was to h?^''^
tion of histones with DNA which determined Refshauge, deputy chairman.
cies, will be held next month by the Centre
been held in the Law Lecture Theatre o'
the extent to which information in the DNA
for Continuing Education and the DepartREPORTER DEADLINES
July, was postponed to Saturday 12 Ai
^ ^
was passed to the rest of the cell.
ment of Economics (SGS).
ANU Reporter is published on the second
This in turn controlled the activity of the
The seminar will be directed by Dr Susan
and fourth Fridays of each month. The dead- CREDIT UNION ANNUAL MEETING
cell. As cancer represented uncontrolled celBambrick, Senior Tutor in Economics. Conline for each issue is the Friday before publular growth, investigations which led to the
tributors include Mr Neil Vousden and Miss
The seventh annual general meeting of the
lication. Copy for the next issue (Friday 25
elucidation of control of DNA transcription
Jill Coat, both of the same department, and
University Credit Union will be held on
August), including diary items for the period Monday 21 August at 5.15pm in the meetwas very worthwhile.
Mr Athol Fitzgibbons of the University of
The lARC was set up by the World Health 28 August-10 September, should reach UniQueensland.
ings room, University House. Refreshments
• versity Information by Friday 18 August. •
Most participants will come from the mid- Assembly in 1965.
will be served after the meeting.
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