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® \ library’ t hosi
10rary’s metamorpnosis
Creative .Arts Fellgw Stan Ostoja-Kotkowski took these photographs of the Chifley Building
of the Library, using a distorting mirror and other optical devices to create images which were
ther.l captyrgq by his camera. In this way Mr Kotkowski sought gradually to distort the image
until, by joining the third photograph to a mirror image of itself, he achieved a surrealistic
effect far removed from the more familiar appearance of the first picture. Photography is just
one of Mr Kotkowski’s interests and something of the work he has undertaken in many fields

since arriving in the University in March will be seen in an exhibition he is planning for later
in the year.

Undergraduate protest at possible
Increases in tuition fees

The President of the Students Association, Mr M. Wright, has criticised proposed increases in
undergraduate tuition fees. He said last week that there was a good case for ANU tuition fees

to be lowered — not increased.

The proposed increases, which are being
considered by Council, were suggested by
a Council committee on tuition fees, of
which Mr Wright was a member. The Stud-
ents Association recently was informed offi-
cially of the proposed increases.

The recommended increases are:

e The fee for the basic annual unit in the
BA, BA(AS) and BEc pass course be increased
from $90in 1971 to $96 in 1972.

e Increases to $102 in 1973 and $§111 in
1974 for the basic annual unit be fore-
shadowed.

» Corresponding increases be made for
subject fees in the Faculty of Law.

e Fees for units in a BSc pass course be
increased at a lower rate (some $45 less than
the total increase in BA, BA(AS), BEc pass
fees over the period 1971-74) with the ob-
ject of making BSc pass fees ultimately equal
to the fees in the other three degrees courses
mentioned.

¢ Fees for the final honours years be in-
creased to $270 in 1972 with no further in-
creases foreshadowed for 1973 and 1974.

e The maximum tuition fees payable by
an undergraduate student be increased from
$360in 1971 to $384 in 1972, with increases
to $408 in 1973 and $444 in 1974 being
foreshadowed.

e Fees for Masters preliminary or qualify-
ing students be increased from $72 in 1971
to $90 in 1972 for the Faculty of Law and
from $144 in 1971 to $180 in 1972 for other
faculties with no further increase fore-
shadowed for 1973 and 1974.

e Course fees for a Masters degree can-
didate remain at $216 for 1972 with no in-
crease foreshadowed for 1973 and 1974.

e Fees for PhD students remain at $120
per annum for 1972 with no increase fore-
shadowed for 1973 and 1974.

Mr Wright told the Reporter last week
that undergraduate tuition fees had been in-
creased this year as the last stage of a three-
stage increase during the years 1969-71. To
embark on another series of increases over
the next three years would mean increases
every year for six years, he said.

Mr Wright said ANU students were facing
increases in their fees not because ANU was
facing a drastic liquidity crisis, as was the
University of Melbourne, but because fee
parity with other Australian universities had
to be maintained.

‘The meost significant reason for the in-
creases is the maintenance of fee parity with
other universities,” he said. ‘Parity is import-
ant because it means that one university is
not prejudiced or advantaged when the govern-
ment and the AUC allocates finances.’

This argument in favour of parity sounded
logical, Mr Wright said, but when examined
in detail several disadvantages could be seen.

There was no scope for experimentation in
fee structures and the ‘vicious circle of spiral-
ling fees” must always continue; when one
university was forced to increase its fees for
one reason or another, even for a purely
local reason, then all other universities were
expected to follow suit to at least some de-
gree; and the government was never forced to
seriously consider whether a fee-paying univer-
sity structure was the best system for the
nation.

‘The need for one university to begin to
question the increasing cost of education is
long overdue,” Mr Wright said. ANU should
begin to ask that the rationale behind the
‘fee university’ be opened to full and detailed
discussion. ‘ANU should do this by not in-
creasing fees in the 1972-74 triennium rather
than follow ‘‘sheep-like”” into education for
the well-to-do,’ he said.

Mr Wright said distinctive local economic
and social conditions faced by ANU students
suggested that they should pay lower tuition
fees than at present. Difficulties confronting
ANU students included the problem of find-
ing cheap accommodation not faced by stu-
dents in Sydney and Melbourne who had ac-
cess to the Glebe/Carlton type of commercial
student housing; the poor state of public
transport which meant a car was almost a
necessity for an off-campus student; the diffi-
culty in finding part-time employment; and
the high cost of living in Canberra.

‘From these factors it is obvious that ANU
students must bear a great deal in order to
attend the ANU, ’ Mr Wright said, ‘especially
if they are paying their own way and have
no hope of reimbursement. The Students
Association believes the recommendations
are against the long-term interests of students
and the ANU.

Mr Wright said abolition of academic fees
had long been the policy of the ANU Stu-
dents Association and the Australian Union
of Students. He said it had been claimed that
the income gained from increased fees at
ANU would partly offset losses from inflat-
ionary rises and rectify the declining staff-
student ratio.

However, he said, fee income amounted to
only about 3.7 per cent of total recurrent ex-
penditure by the University. In the University’s
AUC submission for the 1973-75 triennium
recurrent expenditure was estimated at
$27,762,000 per annum while lecture fee
income was estimated at $952,188 per
annum, ‘This increase is not an economical
increase for the University and it will assist
the University very little but it will add
greatly to the difficulties already faced by
students,” Mr Wright said.

Mr Wright will make a submission to the
University Council at its meeting on 9 July
when the proposed increases will be discussed.

UNI. HOUSE INCREASES RATES

Faced with an additional annual cost esti-
mated at $22,000 as a result of substantial
increases in April in the wages of kitchen

and dining room staff, the Governing Body
of University House has announced an in-
crease in tariffs and meal charges from 15
July. From that date a book of meal coupons
will cost $6 (an increase of $1), implying a
coupon cost of $1.20 for lunch and $1.80
for dinner. Except in the case of Research
Scholars (where tariff is unchanged) the in-
crease in tariff to residents is in the range of
10 to 15 per cent. The new schedule of tariffs

and casual catering charges can be obtained
from University House front office.

The Master of the House, Professor R.N.
Robertson, said last week that it was with
regret the Governing Body had felt obliged
to increase charges. Professor Robertson
said the Governing Body was investigating
means whereby wage costs could be reduced,
including possible revision of the meal ser-
vices in Hall, but such changes could not be
brought into effect immediately.

He also reminded members of the Univer-
sity that the future of University House and
its activities was currently being considered
by a committee appointed by Council.



America - what colour now?

The Director of ANU Press, Mr W.A. Wood, spent a month in the United States in May-June
attending a meeting of the Association of American University Presses and visiting publishers
and agents with aview to improving the distribution and sales of ANU Press books. Here are
some of Mr Wood’s impressions of his American homeland or, as he put it, ‘the scattered ob-
servations of a native son, just back in the sheltering arms of Australia after a month-long tour’.

Trying to cope with the vast quantity of ice
in my drink, standing in the hot Arizona sun
of late May, I listened to some of the forty-
six university publishers at hand for an annual
meeting of the Association of American Uni-
versity Presses sing their laments. Yes, the
students were now relatively inactive and
campuses were peaceful, but for the first

time in their experience, these publishers
were experiencing declines in sales and were
being forced to make serious cuts in their
budgets. They were feeling the effect of the
Nixon Administration’s great reductions in
funds for libraries and educational institutions
and of the worsening budget positions of
their parent universities. But misery likes
company and a double martini, the desert

air was clear, and Arizona is a long way from
the troubled urban environmeénts.

The next stop was New York City, where
our arrival was greeted in perhaps proper
New York fashion by the shooting of four
policemen in two nights, two machine gunned
in their patrol car outside the home of the
local District Attorney, the other two shot
in the back in a Harlem housing development.
Give the men shotguns, urged the policemen’s
union, and I wondered if violent revolution
had displaced the greening promised by
Reich’s Consciousness III. But sober voices
prevailed. The New York Post, in language
New York understands, said, ‘Men who shoot
cops in the back are not revolutionaries.
They are cowardly bums trying to make
something pretty out of murder . . . This
town is tougher than any lunatic, and these
people will be run down and caged like the
animals they are. The cops won’t need shot-
guns to do the job.’

And so I apparently was not witnessing a
violent revolution. On the contrary, my stay
in New York included peaceful trips on the
underground and night-time strolls. Knop-
felmacher’s views did not ring true. Smog
seemed the worst problem, New Y ork being
the place where children paint skies brown
and one has to telephone the suburbs to get
an accurate picture of the weather. With
family in tow, we visited placid suburbs of
New York and Minneapolis, and I saw yet
more quiet in San Francisco, Toronto, and
Portland. Life in these places seemed to be

continuing as I had known it four years
before. The relative wealth, the absolute
comfort, the huge cars, the enormous dis-
plays in the shops, —all were familiar signs.

But a month touring much of America
inevitably uncovers unhappy conditions, and
raises many questions. The war in Vietnam,
totally unsupported it seems, is blamed for
many of the society’s ills. Unemployment,
particularly high among minority groups,
white collar technicians, and PhD graduates,
is very much a concern. So too is drug addic-
tion. Permissiveness (‘sin’ to police chiefs
and others) assaults the unaccustomed Aust-
ralian eye, and even Minneapolis takes on
aspects of Copenhagen. Male and female
liberation and ecology are today’s catch
phrases, taken up by Madison Avenue. Or
are they more than passing fads? Hair is long,
pants have flares, copper bracelets ward off
evil spirits, armed guards patrol Arizona
suburbs, obscenities are painted on New
York’s roof-tops, artificial grass has spread
from stadiums to the suburbs. What really
gives? Many are attempting to return to
‘nature’ and the simpler'ways of yesteryear.
Bicycles are increasingly popular, the Whole
Earth Catalogue sells in the hundreds of
thousands, communes are an accepted way
for the young, and hand weaving is wide-
spread. Is this Roszak’s ‘counter culture’ and
Reich’s green revolution? Was I a witness to
a quiet revolution against ‘technocracy’, the
beginning of the end of the corporate levia-
than, remote government, and highly or-
ganised life? I do not know, and I doubt if
anyone does.

I do know that there are strongly anti-
pathetical groups in America. On one side
‘hard hats’, encouraged by the Reader’s
Digest, call forth display of the flag and the
slogan, ‘America — love it or leave it’. On the
other, radical groups, disenchanted with the
liberal establishment, bitter about the war,
computers, inequalities, commercialism, seem
to be careering towards what may be anarchy.
Are these polarized sections of American
society leading the nation towards a violent
revolution? I doubt it, but how can anyone
be certain? The silent majority remains silent,
and the visitor leaves wondering about many
things. 0

DEATH OF ASIAN SCHOLAR

The Faculty of Asian Studies was deeply sad-
dened and distressed by the sudden death of
Dr Sutjipto Wirjosuparto, who collapsed
while lecturing on the morning of Tuesday
29 June, and died almost immediately.

Dr Sutjipto, who was Senior Lecturer in
Southeast Asian Civilization in the Depart-
ment of Asian Civilizations, came to the
ANU from his native Indonesia in April
1967. He had previously been Professor of
Archaeology and Cultural History at the
University of Indonesia, Djakarta, and was
one of the most prominent scholars in his
field. He had played a very significant part
in the cultural life of his country, heading
delegations to India, the Philippine Islands,
and Iraq, and making official visits to Japan,
Germany and the United Arab Republic.

Dr Sutjipto had much scholarly writing to
his credit, mostly in Indonesian. His doctoral
dissertation was in the field of Old Javanese
literature, and he was the author of an Old

Javanese-Indonesian dictionary. His knowledge
and understanding of the monuments of In-
donesia, both pre-Islamic and Islamic, was
unsurpassed, and he had a very wide range
of historical interests. At the time of his
death, he was engaged on research on the
Javanese settlers in New Caledonia, which he
visited during the last long vacation.

On his arrival at ANU, Dr Sutjipto and
his family quickly adapted themselves to
their new surroundings. ‘Mas Tjip’ had a
high opinion of his Australian colleagues
and students, and they had deep respect and
affection for him, He had every intention of
remaining at the ANU until his retirement.
Gentle and unassuming, he soon became a
very familiar figure in the Faculty Building,
and he will be very difficult to replace both
as a teacher and as a colleague. He leaves
a wife and an eleven-year old daughter, to
whom his former colleagues and students
send their deepest sympathy. AT Raihea

Dean, Faculty of Asian Studies

Letter to Editor

CONFERENCE REPORT ‘INADEQUATE’

Sir, On page 5 of the 11 June issue of the
Reporter there was an interesting article con-
taining an interview with Mr Bain, the Edu-
cation Officer of the ANU Students’ Asso-
ciation, on the Third Universities Conference
held last May at the University of New South
Wales.

The theme of the Conference, ‘The Aust-
ralian University in the 1970s’, was and is of
great interest to all members of this Univer-
sity. I found it a pity, however, that the
article contained only Mr Bain’s views and
those of Professor P.M. Brett of Melbourne

as quoted by Mr Bain. I believe that members
of this University would also be interested to
know of the views of other ANU delegates
present on this, for us, so vital a topic and
whether the Conference reached any con-
clusions regarding future development.

In order to appreciate the proceedings at
a conference of this nature, perhaps a wider
and more comprehensive report would help
in the future to keep all those interested in
the University’s development informed about
the arguments on both sides.

E.C. de Totth
Secretary to the Union
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1 Mathematical Sciences Extension
2 Cockcroft Building Extensions

3 Tandem Accelerator Tower

4 Boathouse

5 Animal Breeding House
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Many changes in

Peninsula area

Construction projects worth about $2.9 million are under way in the Peninsula area of the
University. The work when completed will help to improve the appearance of that part

of the campus.

The building projects and their total
available costs are:

Extensions to the Mathematical Sciences
Building of the Research School of Physical
Sciences — $159,000.

Extensions to both ends of the Cockroft
Building of the Research School of Physical
Sciences — $131,000.

A 140-foot high tower to house the new
tandem accelerator; the tower and accelerator
together will cost $2,365,000.

A germ-free animal breeding house for
the John Curtin School of Medical Research
costing about $240,000.

A boat house on Sullivans Creek for the
ANU Boat Club to cost about $30,000.

The contract for the Mathematical
Sciences extensions, which are up to the
second floor level of the building, has been
let to Capello and Anderson Pty Ltd of
Canberra. The work, when finished in August,
will provide additional space for the library
and library store, and more offices.

The extensions to the east and west ends
of the Cockroft Building also being carried
out by Capello and Anderson, will mean
more space for the Department of Engineer-
ing Physics and a larger carpenters’ workshop,
Cornick Common Room and computer suite.

The extensions, which will be completed
in about six months, will have not only a
functional value but will help to improve the
visual impact of the Physical Sciences com-
plex. Stairwells at either end of the building
are being constructed to a high aesthetic
standard with masonry finish to enhance the
visual aspect from the lake and Black Moun-
tain areas.

The tandem accelerator tower is being
constructed as an integral part of the Nuclear
Physics buildings, the old high tension labora-
tory having been demolished to make way for
it. The excavation has been completed and
180 cubic yards of concrete poured to form
the base slab foundations.

Civil and Civic Pty Ltd, the contractor
for the tower, expects to finish the first
stage in about three or four weeks when

Babcock and Wilcox Aust. Pty Ltd will
begin installation of a tank and auxiliary
equipment for the tandem accelerator. This
work will be finished by December when
erection of the tower will continue. It is
expected that the accelerator will be ready
for testing late in 1972 and for experimental
work early in 1973.

The new animal breeding house is to be
built next to the present animal breeding
facilities behind the John Curtin School near
Sullivans Creek by Capello and Anderson.
The building, of unusual appearance (see
illustration), will allow rats and mice to be
bred in a germ-free environment. Complex
air-conditioning and air-lock entrances will

.\'

keep the animals and staff isolated from the

outside atmosphere. The breeding house,
which will supply several departments and
outside bodies with experimental animals, i
expected to be finished in about six month

The boat house, being constructed on the
eastern bank of Sullivans Creek near the
John Curtin School by B. McPhail of Can-
berra, will provide permanent accommodation
for the fourteen boat shells owned by the
Boat Club, which has been using a shed as
temporary accommodation. The shells will
be stored on racks and there will be enough
room to meet the Club’s future expansion.
There will also be a workshop, showers and
toilets in the boat house which will be com-
pleted in September.

The money for all the building projects
has come from the University’s 1970-72
triennial capital building program allccation.

Below. An artist’s impression of the new
germ-free animal breeding house with the
rear of the John Curtin School of Medical
Research in the background. Although it h
a rural, barn-like appearance, the breeding
house is very modern and functional in
concept, Storage areas and air-conditioning
plant will be in the ground floor of the
building. In the high mansard-type roof will
be the breeding rooms, sterilising and wash-
ing facilities, and air ducting and filters. U

REPORTER DEADLINES

Contributors are reminded that copy for

the next issue of the Reporter (23 July) must
be submitted to the University Information
Section by Friday 16 July. This deadline ap-
plies for news items, letters to the editor,

notes from departments, notes on visitors,
classified advertisements and diary items for
the period 26 July - 5 August. The 23 July
issue of the Reporter covers a three-week
period, not the usual fortnight. 7
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Study of new approach on drugs

A new approach to developing programs with a view to preventing young people from be-

coming drug-dependent is to be the subject of a three-year research project in the Department

of Sociology, SGS.

The study will be financed by a grant of
almost $50,000 from the Commonwealth
Government as part of an education research
project to be undertaken throughout Aust-
ralia at a total cost of $% million,

The Head of the Department of Socio-
logy, Professor J. Zubrzycki, said last week
that a leader of the ANU study would be
appointed in about a month’s time. Details
of the project will be determined once the
appointment is made, but its general plan is
already clear.

Professor Zubrzycki said it was being in-
creasingly recognised that the traditional,
teacher-dominated methods of drug educa-
tion were largely ineffective. The Canberra
study would observe the effectiveness of an
education program channelled through peer
groups among the city’s young people. ‘Peer
groups’ is the sociologists’ term for strongly
integrated groups, the members of which
identify closely with their leaders and their
group. The groups are spontaneously formed
in a natural setting, ke it in a school, a place
of work or at a street corner. The leaders
largely determine and control the values of
the group and this fact has been used effect-
ively in educating young people in the United
States to the dangers of cigarette smoking.

Said Professor Zubrzycki, ‘In any human
situation the most valuable agent of social
change and control is the group to which we
belong. When we apply this idea to the pro-
blem of drug-taking we find futile the tradi-

jonal techniques of drug education, such as
ilms, lectures and leaflets imposed by a

teacher who, for obvious reasons, belongs to
a group very different from that of the young
people. The children are told that drug-
taking is harmful but that is in fact good
propaganda in favour of drug-taking, in that
it heightens the interest of the young people
and suggests drug-taking to them as a means
of flouting the authority of the teacher who
has instructed them.

‘The enormous sums spent by government
agencies throughout the world to combat
the increasing abuse of drugs has not been
very effective, so we have to find another
way to get the message across. Given these
doubts about the traditional methods of
drug education and the observations made of
the efficiency of peer groups in social control
and in establishing values, we would like to
set up a situation whereby a number of peer
groups in Canberra are educated in the tradi-
tional, teacher-dominated way to the dangers
of drugs. These groups would then be com-
pared with other groups that would discuss
drug-taking and methods of control without
having ideas imposed upon them from above.
These peer groups would be given resource
material but they would be left to come to
their own conclusions. If the leaders come to
see drug-taking as harmful we could expect
that all members of the group would think
similarly.’

The leader of the project will be helped
in his work by a research assistant, while stu-
dents in Sociology might participate as inter-
viewers and junior investigators. |

Bush Week will aid Life Line

‘“he ANU Motor Cycle Club is planning a 24-hour marathon as one of the Bush Week events
to be held on Friday 23 July. A relay of riders will ride a bike continuously around the cam-
pus from midnight to midnight to raise funds for the Bush Week charity, which this year will

be Canberra Life Line.

The club president, Ivan Reid, said last
week that the Club was looking for a mac-
hine suitable for the marathon. Mr Reid said
a Honda 50 had been promised but it had
recently been involved in a collision with a
car and was not in good condition, so a re-
placement was being sought. He said the mac-
hine should be small to avoid too blatant a
breaking of the on-campus speed limits.

‘However, even with such a small bike it

probable that the Club will be able to claim
a world record for the marathon,’ he said.
‘The Guinness Book of Records doesn’t list
any such event.” He said that the marathon
could become an annual event if support this
year was sufficiently encouraging.

The organisers are hoping that sponsors
'will be found who will pay a certain sum for
every mile run in the marathon. The Club will
also have a guessing competition in which
people will be asked to estimate the total
mileage covered and the average petrol con-
sumption.

Anyone who can help as a rider, by pro-
viding a bike, or by sponsoring a rider, should
contact Mr Reid at room 155, Garran Hall.

Bush Week will begin on Monday 19 July
and the Bush Week holiday will be on Friday
23 July. No lectures or tutorials will be held
that day.

The President of the SRC, Mr Michael
Wright, said last week that planning for this
year’s Bush Week activities had begun very
late. The post of Bush Week Director had

been advertised since the beginning of the
year but no student had applied, so a small
committee of the SRC had taken over the
organising. Mr Wright said he thought the
student effort put into the Aquarius Festival
of University Arts had taken away the en-
thusiasm many students might have had for
organising Bush Week.

Because planning had begun so late, Bush
Week activities this year would mostly be
confined to those that had been successful
in the past, Mr Wright said. ‘We will try to
make as much success of it as we can by en-
couraging people to enter into the traditional
student activities of Bush Week,’ he said.

A special Bush Week edition of Woroni
will be printed and sold in the city to raise
donations for Canberra Life Line, the Bush
Week charity. Abschol is trying to organise
a student tricycle race through Canberra
streets. The St Vincent de Paul Society and
Koomarri will be invited to set up second-
hand clothing stalls on the Library Lawn.

On Bush Week Friday there will be the
usual scavenger hunt around the campus and
treasure hunt up Black Mountain. There will
be two or three dances during the week, in-
cluding the Bush Week Ball in the Union on
Saturday 24 July.

The Forestry Society will probably hold
a woodchopping contest on the Library Lawn
with a nine-gallon keg as the prize and the
ANU Theatre Group will stage a Bush Week
play at the Childers Street Hall. 0O

SCHOOL EDUCATION STUDY

Working parties to be set up at a seminar/
workshop on Australian school education in
October will report next year on critical
areas that warrant detailed inquiry and ana-
lysis.
. The October seminar will be held in ANU
from Friday night 29 October to Sunday
afternoon 31 October and is being arranged
by the Centre for Continuing Education.
The organisers are hoping for a significant
interstate representation which will enable
them to establish working parties which will
be linked with parties working in the same
area but under a different State education
system. The working parties linked in this

at a further seminar to be held late in 1972.

People from all parts of Australia con-
cerned about the quality of schooling will
consider possible ideals for Australian educa-
tion against a background of the demands
and constraints placed on the school system.

People planning to attend the seminar will
be asked to nominate themes which they
consider to be of particular importance for
discussion over the weekend. These sugges-
tions will be pooled to form the basis of an
agenda for the seminar.

People wishing to participate should apply
to the Director, Centre for Continuing Edu-
cation, and return the application form not
later than 31 July, Canberra people going to
the seminar will be asked to help with offers

way will prepare a joint report to be presented of accommodation O

‘Seven Days’, a series of seven paintings by Leonard French, which the University lent for an

exhibition in Perth early this year, has been mounted in University House. Six of the paint-
ings have been hung in the dining hall foyer. The seventh — the largest work — has been
placed on the wall above the High Table. Members of the Maintenance Section worked from
temporary scaffolding to position the ‘Seventh Day.’

‘Seven Days’, which was an attraction when previously on display at Civic Square, is being
exhibited publicly at University House, but persons generally inspecting the seventh painting
are not allowed to enter beyond the main glass doors of the dining hall. The ‘Seven Days’
paintings will remain at University House until permanent accommodation becomes available

for them in the University.

Eucalypts from cuttings next?

Research in the Department of Botany has resulted in the identification of a substance that
inhibits the formation of roots by stem cuttings taken from adult eucalypts. The substance
has been successfully synthesised in the Department of Chemistry and the way is now open
for work which could lead to the affects of the inhibitor being overcome, thus enabling the
propagation of eucalypts from cuttings taken from adult trees.

At present young eucalypts put out in
plantations or offered for sale are raised from
natural seed. These plants are often highly
variable, but cuttings grow in a manner faith-
ful to the characteristics of the donor plant.
Thus vegetative propagation using cuttings
has the advantage of maintaining desirable
attributes. This advantage would apply parti-
cularly in the propagation of hybrid eucaly-
pts because trees grown from seeds of hybrid
species are especially liable not to duplicate
all the characteristics of the parent tree.

Dr D.M. Paton, Reader in Botany, said
last week it was well known that some cut-
tings, such as those from willows and poplars,
took root very easily. Others, such as those
from eucalypts, took root only with difficulty.
He said that the reason for this great varia-
tion in rooting ability was a great physiolo-
gical problem.

Dr Paton said, ‘Eucalypts are planted ex-
tensively overseas as a complement to the
native softwoods. Some hybrids are parti-
cularly good for this purpose but they are
variable for the reasons I have mentioned.

‘A hybrid of good shape and form might
be developed in a particular region for a
particular purpose and it would be desirable
to be able to take cuttings from that tree
so that a plantation could be established that
would maintain all the advantages of the
original. Grafts would be a possibility, but
grafting is too expensive to be carried out on
the large scale necessary for commercial pur-
poses.’

Dr Paton said that, with one exception,
E. deglupta, eucalypts did not root easily
from stem cuttings taken from adult trees,
although they did root easily from leafy
cuttings taken from young seedlings.

Working with E. grandis seedlings, Dr
Paton and postgraduate scholar Mr W.

ANTI-APARTHEID MARCH

The Anti-Apartheid Committee in the Uni-
versity is planning a protest march to coincide

" with the Springbok Rugby Union match in

Canberra onmr Wednesday 21 July. The march
will leave the South African Embassy at

1pm for Manuka Oval where the match
against an A.C.T. side is scheduled to begin
at 2pm. The 24-hours-a-day anti-apartheid
vigil outside the South African Embassy will
continue as a lead-up to the 21 July protest. [J

Nicholls found that with the increasing matur-
ity of seedling trees there appeared to be a
direct and quantitative association between
the decreased rooting ability of stem cuttings
and increased levels of a rooting inhibitor in
the tissue forming the base of the cutting.
This inhibitor is present only in adult tissue,
being absent in the tissue of stems taken from
eucalyptus seedlings. It is also absent in the
easily rooted adult tissue of E. deglupta.

In work for his PhD thesis Mr Nicholls
has been able to separate and identify three
closely related inhibitory compounds found
in E. grandis. This study involved close co-
operation between the Departments of
Botany and Chemistry.

Commenting on these developments, Dr
Paton said last week that a eucalypt was
unlikely to root when the inhibitor was
present. It was only by removing or over-
coming the inhibitor that it would be pos-
sible to tell if there were other things that
affected root formation in stem cuttings
taken from adult eucalypts.

He said, ‘Some other plants root because
there are a lot of promotors present, but
the apparent overriding effect of the inhibitor
in eucalypts has prevented detection of any
promotors that may be present. Until we
remove that inhibitor we will not know if it
is the only factor inhibiting root formation
in cuttings. Having identified, analysed and
synthesised the inhibitor, which is a relatively
simple compound, it should now be possible
to find appropriate methods of rendering the
inhibitor inoperative.

‘If the inhibitor is the only thing that
stops rooting we can expect to find ways of
propogating eucalypts by cuttings. Once we
get to that stage no doubt the foresters and
nurserymen will become very interested in-

deed.’ O
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