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Late scientist's
work leads to
drugs success

FORESTRY ASSISTS CANBERRA PLANNING
At the request of the National Capital Development Commission, members of the Department
of Forestry have recently carried out two
studies to be used in the future planning of
Canberra.
^ ^ ^ The first of these was an extensive ecological
^ P d physiographic survey of the proposed new
city area of Tuggeranong and its surroundings.
Professor J.D. Ovington, head of the Department, believes this is the first time city
development in Australia has been preceded by
omprehsive ecological survey of this type,
e second project was a briefer more general
•
study to clarify the broad ecological principles
applicable to land use planning in the A.C.T.
In the Tuggeranong study, carried out in the
first half of this year with a $2,500 grant from
the NCDC, Professor Ovington was assisted by
other staff members, and post- and undergraduate students. One of his helpers was Mr
Robert Boden, a forester and botanist who was
involved in research in the Parks and Gardens
Branch of the Department of Interior before he
joined the Forestry Department to study for a
PhD degree in land use.
Discussing the Tuggeranong study. Professor
Ovington said: 'We are lucky to be a multidisciplinary department, having a wide range of
expertise available, and with staff members used
to working as a group. We have investigated the
area from the point of view of conservation,
recreation, vegetatjon, wild life, soils and so on.
The investigation is the result of extensive field
work, the interpretation of field and aerial maps,
and a good deal of time spent in group
discussion to pool our knowledge.'
^
The report on the survey presents informa^
I on the terrain of the area, its soils and
.natic conditions, erosion, suitability of land
ior various purposes such as arable, urban and
recreational, distribution of various tree species.

Professor J.D. Ovington (right) and Mr R. Boden
examine one of their overlay maps illustrating
various features of the Tuggeranong area.
points of interest and skylines. It also contains
a description of the human influence in the area
- its past history, present condition and
possible future treatment.
Accompanying the report are twenty
detailed maps illustrating relevant features of
the area. The maps have been printed on
transparent overlays, so that they can be superimposed one on another for various
combinations of information. For example, for
house-building purposes, maps can be superimposed to indicate, say, the terrain, the
aspect and the views for any given point.
After the completion of the Tuggeranong
project. Professor Ovington and other staff
members in the Department were asked for
a statement on the ecological principles which
might be involved in land use decisions in the
A.C.T. The statement was prepared in three
weeks and presented to the NCDC at the end
of July.
The group approached the problem in four
ways. First they presented some broad ecological
principles, concerning matters such as distribution of various animal and plant species, and
community dynamics. These principles were
illustrated by examples taken from the A.C.T.
Second, they critically examined past and
potential management systems for five critical
areas near Canberra City: Molonglo River,
Paddy's River, Murrumbidgee River, East Face
of the Brindabella's and Bulgar Creek.
Third, they drew up a series of charts
designed to indicate the available land use
options, with their ecological implications.
Some of these possibilities were illustrated by
examples from the A.C.T., where such options
have already been taken up.
Finally, they prepared a chart to show the
compatabilities of different kinds of land use. •

Eight years after his death the pioneer research
work of Professor Frank Dwyer is coming to
fruition. The work done by the late Professor
F.P. Dwyer has led to the production of a new
class of drugs that are very effective against a
wide range of bacterial, fungal and protozoal
infections including golden staph.
The new drugs are called phenanthroline metal
chelates. The results of clinical trials conducted
in Melbourne have recently been published in the
Australian Medical Journal.
Professor Dwyer who was one of the world's
leading inorganic chemists at the time of his
death, began his research on phenanthroline
metal chelates more than twenty years ago at
the University of Sydney, where he was Senior
Lecturer in Inorganic Chemistry.
Phenanthroline metal chelates are complex
molecules in which a metal ion is bonded to
the electron donating substance called a chelating agent. (Chelos is a Greek word meaning
'claw'). An example of a naturally occurring
metal chelate is the green chlorophyll in plants,
which is a magnesium chelate. Because the
chelating agent and the metal ion which comprise a metal chelate can be changed during
synthesis, many different types of chelates can
be made for various biological purposes. Professor Dwyer was sure that metal chelates would
prove to have greater biological significance than
had previously been recognised.
In 1954, Professor Dwyer went to the Northwestern University in Chicago as Visiting
Professor in Inorganic Chemistry and in 1958
was offered a Chair in Inorganic Chemistry at
the State University of Pennsylvannia. He
accepted the Chair, but afterwards surrendered
it to come to ANU as Visiting Reader in charge
of a Biological Inorganic Chemistry Unit in the
John Curtin School of Medical Research; in
1959 he was appointed to the position of Reader.
During the next three years, with the help of
Dr Alan Sargeson, Mr John Hogarth and Mr Ian
Reid, colleagues whom he had brought from
Sydney, Dr Dwyer continued his research on
metal chelates and synthesised more than 200
new compounds. He also collaborated on
biological and cHnical studies with a group of
colleagues at the University of Melbourne, among
whom were Professor R.D. Wright, Professor of
Physiology at Melbourne, Dr Albert Shulman,
now Reader in Pharmacology at Melbourne,
and Professor Sydney D. Rubbo, Professor
of Microbiology at Melbourne. Collaboration
was also effected with Dr Hildred M. Butler,
Head of the Department of Bacteriology at
the Royal Women's Hospital, Melbourne. This
work was supported by the National Health and
Medical Research Council of Australia for fifteen years, and also by Monsanto Australia Ltd.
Shortly before his sudden death in June,
1962, at the age of 51, Dr Dwyer was appointed
to one of the first two Personal Chairs in the
University and was elected a Fellow of the
AustraUan Academy of Science.
The clinical trials with phenanthroline metal
To page two
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DRUGS SUCCESS (CONTINUED)

More site plan letters
A selection of letters with comments,
suggestions and criticisms of the revised
University site plan was published in
the Reporter on 14 August.
Since then the Registrar (Property and Plans),
Mr D. Dexter, has received more letters.
Some of them are published below:

The late Professor Dwyer
chelates were conducted at the Royal Melbourne
Hospital and the Royal Women's Hospital,
Melbourne. The trials at the Royal Women's
Hospital showed that one of the drugs, a nickel
chelate, is as effective as hexachlorophene in
controlling staph infections in new-born babies.
The infections were almost ehminated. Golden
staph is the cause of much infection and crossinfection in hospitals and has been particularly
worrying because of its resistance to penicillin
and other antibiotics. When applied to the skin
before surgery, the nickel chelate has also been
successful in preventing operation wound infections, particularly those caused by golden staph.
Selected metal chelates are also effective in
controlling secondary infection in adolescents
suffering from long-standing acne. A copper
chelate has been shown to be highly effective
in treating a painful and disfiguring condition of
the finger nails and surrounding tissues which
plagues housewives and nurses. In one successful trial, a 35-year old woman, who had the
condition on all ten fingers for five years, was
compeltely cured. The chelate drugs had also
provided rapid relief for women suffering
from two types of vaginal infections. A number
of women, who had not responded to any other
therapy, were cured.
Trials at the Royal Melbourne Hospital
showed that a manganese chelate was successful in treating tinea and a number of other
bacterial and fungal infections, many of which
were chronic and had not been cured by other
drugs. The related nickel chelate also has been
shown to cure established wound infections.
There were no harmful side effects in any of
the clinical trials. The micro-organisms
responsible for the conditions did not develop
resistance to the metal chelates, which can be
used safely on the skin, in the eyes and nose
and on mucous surfaces. However, at present
they cannot be injected because they paralyse
the muscles. Studies are being undertaken at
Melbourne University to modify their structure
in the hope that they may be used internally.
One of the great advantages of the chelate
drugs is that their structure can be modified to
suit particular conditions. Consequently, they
are being used for research into the working of
living cells and the parasites which attack them.
Though Professor Dwyer did not live to see
the end results of his research at ANU, his work
is still being pursued here. His Biological
Inorganic Chemistry Unit was continued in the
John Curtin School until 1968 when it was
absorbed into the newly-established Research
School of Chemistry, where an active group,
centred around Dr Sargeson and Dr D.A. Buckingham, is doing research in the biological area
of metal chelates. Professor Dwyer's younger
son Mark, is at present studying for his PhD
under the supervision of Dr Sargeson and Dr
Buckingham.
D

No space for academics
The ancient art of the exact placement
of monuments should be supplemented
by a consideration for the density of
occupation. Recently psychologists have
demonstrated that learning is enhanced
under conditions of stress, and in animal
populations it has been shown that stress
is caused by crowding. The obvious
conclusion has already been incorporated
in our planning for some years, as the
accompanying graph (below) shows.
Although this diagram relates only to
the exact sciences, for which some figures
have been unearthed, the forces which cause
the compression act throughout the
University. By applying a combination of
ethology, group interaction and costbenefit analysis a progressive saving in
the working space per academic will continue to be possible for some years. After
1984 the graph suggests that the removal of
space will be a source of further staff.
This conclusion is the result of the established methods of the 'imaginative leap
forward', linear extrapolation, premature
publication and research in interdisciplinary
areas, but is nonetheless relevant now to the
occupants of many departments where extra
staff have been requested.
I offer these figures only for what they
are worth (which is little), but the trend
itself is undeniable. What is lost is the unutilised space which is an essential ingredient
in architecture in the same indefinable way
as wilderness is an essential part of the
natural world. Spaciousness within, as well
as around buildings, is an ingredient in the
'good life' which is the point of our
efforts.
G.A. Horridge
RSBS

Professor Horridge's graph showing average area
per academic heading towards zero.
Save the creche
There is one item on which we want to
express our concern. It is the lack of provision
of a site for the ANU Child Care Centre. This
centre was originally instigated by our
Association, and in the beginning, when an
independent committee was formed to start
the centre, an enormous number of
obstacles had to be overcome. It was only
through the enthusiasm of that original
committee that it became a viable entity on
the campus.
The present location of the Child Care
Centre is in the Lennox House complex, and
future plans of civic authorities are for a
freeway under Acton Peninsular, continuing
over a bridge at the entrance of Sullivans
Creek. This would necessitate the hospital

roads being elevated to overpass the freeway,
and the possibility of re-acquisitioning part
of the Lennox House site in order to
accomplish this.
At present the Child Care Centre includes
a nursery and a pre-school section and
caters for a permanent enrolment of 75
children. It also organises a Vacation
School. Another service it provides — which
is an essential one to University members —
is on Graduation Day when children of
married students are cared for to enable
spouses to attend the ceremony.
From the foregoing you will reahse that
the Child Care Centre provides a very important
service for the University and, if through
site development, it should have to close, it
would be disastrous.
John D. Gower
Acting President,
ANU General Staff
Association.
Also concerned
We, wishing to see the continuation of University
Child Care facilities long after the demolition
of the present building, are perturbed to find
no apparent provision being made for the
erection of a permanent Child Care Centre on
the University campus.
About 100 signatures
supplied
Asphyxiated motor car devotees
My criticism of the revised site plan is that
nearly every change I note from Simpson's
original grappling with the mess we had
already made is retrogressive in obeisance
to the great god. Motorcar, and his asphyxiated
devotees.
My suggestion is that we revert to what
otherwise will become an ornament in Simpson's
office - a gesture to what might have been.
Otherwise the history of this University at its
first centenary will certainly contain a reproduction of it under the heading of 'Last
opportunity missed!'
My comments are two. If the senior members
of the University making these decisions would ^
only get out of their cars a while so that fresh
air could blow the gas fumes out of their heads
a little, they might think more clearly about
this conflict between car and working milieu.
If the juniors would think less about egalitarianism and be content with a lesser share of
something more worthwhile, authority might bf
less frightened of taking immediately,
unpalatable decisions and all would gain in
real terms. Alternatively, we proceed on our
way to a condition of 'man half-alive without
legs' to make a twist Chesterton would
certainly excuse.
J.N. Jennings
RSPacS
•
CONFERENCE ON SCHOOL REFORM
The Centre for Continuing Education is organising a national conference on school reform for
next year, and is sending out preliminary notices
to enlist support.
The aim of the conference will be to bring
together teachers, parents, students and school
administrators to examine the demands made on
schools by educators, industry, universities, the
family and society generally.
The national conference will be the first of a
series of conferences — one on teacher training
will follow in February 1972 — on specialised
aspects of education. Continuing Education is
.
also planning a multi-class program for 1972 on |
the reform of schools.
It is proposed to hold the national conference
from 25 August to 1 September 1971.
•
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NEW POLITICAL SCIENCE HEAD
Professor Gordon S. Reid, a former House
^ f Representatives Sergeant-at-Arms, with
L academic interest in public administration
Wnd
id parliamentary systems of government,
has been appointed Head of the Department
of Political Science in the School of General
Studies.
Professor Reid, at present Professor of
Politics in the University of Western
Australia, was a part-time student of the
former Canberra University College, through
which he took the Melbourne University
Bachelor of Commerce degree. While working
in Federal Parliament he studied in the
Department of Pohtical Science under Professor L.F. Crisp, whom he now succeeds as
Head of the Department. Professor Crisp
resigned f r o m the Headship last year, after
occupying the position for twenty years,
to devote more time to teaching and research.
He retains a professorship in the Department.
Professor Reid was for some years Sergeantat-Arms in the House of Representatives and
this practical experience has given him an
invaluable insight into the active working of
government.
His presentation to students of one of his
specialities — public administration — is of a
less conventional nature than is sometimes
associated with the subject. His approach is
questioning and analytical, and he is concerned
with relating public administration to the
political, cultural and economic context in
which it finds itself. He believes public
ministration is an important subject, and
^ R i e that should be stimulating to undergraduates.
Professor Reid's first academic appointment
was in 1958 as Senior Lecturer in Public
Administration and Comparative Government
the University of Adelaide. Later he became
eader in Politics at Adelaide. In 1966
he was appointed Professor at the University
of Western Australia where he built up a
strong School of Politics.
Professor Reid has many academic
distinctions. After taking hds Bachelor of
Commerce degree he went to the London
School of Economics, where he worked for
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, He won
a Leverhulme Research Award, and the
. Hutchison Silver Medal for excellence in
research in his PhD thesis, which was on
^ A comparison of the financial procedures
^ A f the House of Commons (Westminster) and
the House of Representatives (Canberra)'.
He is the author of a book entitled The
Politics of Financial Control - the Role of the
House of Commons, and numerous papers
^ a n d articles.
^ ^ In 1963 Professor Reid was awarded a
Nuffield Foundation Travelling Fellowship
enabling him to continue his research at
Westminster, and at present he is visiting
the United States on a National Science
Foundation, Senior Foreign Scientist
Fellowship, which he is holding at the College
of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia.
He expects to return to Australia in January
next year, and to take up his position in the
Department of Political Science in late
January or early February. He will be
accompanied by his wife and family.

t

Honorary degree
for Orientalist

•

JOHN CURTIN MEMORLVL LECTURE

k
^

Dr Lloyd Ross, formerly NSW Secretary of the
Australian Railways Union, will give the first John
Curtin Memorial Lecture in the Coombs Lecture
Theatre at 8.15pm on Wednesday 16 September.
Dr Ross has recently completed a biography
of Curtin. He will speak on 'John Curtin - his
life for Labor and Australia.'
The lecture inaugurates a series of annual
lectures in honour of John Curtin, made possible
by a gift from Dr John Dedman. It is open to
all who are interested and tickets are available from
University Information (ext. 2229).
•

Professor Sir Harold Bailey more than likely
will never see what was once the kingdom of
Khotan in central Asia. The Chinese don't even
allow the Russians there these days. But Sir
Harold probably knows more about Khotan
than the average Khotanese did when it was
a flourishing cultural and commercial centre
a thousand years ago.
Sir Harold received his knighthood in 1960
for his excellence in Asian studies. The citation
did not mention specifically his work in deciphering six volumes of Khotanese manuscripts,
dug up at the turn of last century and which
had lain virtually untouched for more than 30
years. Today the University will confer on Sir
Harold the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters
and he will remain in Canberra to be Honorary
President of 28 International Congress of
Orientalists in January.
'It all started for me at the University of
Western Australia — it must have been in 1925',
Sir Harold told the Reporter this week. Actually
it had started well before then. Born in Britain
in 1899, he emigrated to Australia as a child
with his parents, who settled to farming 200
miles inland from Perth.
At the University of Western Australia Sir
Harold took his Bachelor's degree in classics
('The nearest I could get to Oriental studies')
and in 1927 won a scholarship to Oxford ( T o r
the first time I was able to give all my time to
Oriental studies').
'In 1929, immediately after my examinations
at Oxford, I was given a post at London as
Lecturer in Iranian Studies. For seven years I
was at London and then I was invited to be
Professor of Sanskrit at Cambridge where for
thirty years I lived at Queen's College until I
retired in 1967', said Sir Harold.
How had he become so absorbed in Khotan

Sir Harold Bailey
and its language? 'At the end of last century
archaeologists began finding manuscripts in
Chinese Turkestan (north of India)', Sir Harold
said. 'They were written in several ancient
languages, one of them Khotanese. Over the
next thirty years the Khotanese manuscripts
found their way into museums all over Europe
and Asia and in 1934 I decided that no one was
working on them and that the material should
be published.'
The manuscripts were written in the Indian
script of the time - 500 to 1,000 A.D. - which
was the local language. It was near to modern
Persian or Iranian but was completely unknown
at the end of the nineteenth century. The
Khotanese lost their languauge and their identity
when they were overrun by the Turks about
1,000 A.D. The content of the manuscripts is a
mixture of the thoughts and events of 500 years
of Khotanese development. There are religious
articles, reports of Turkish attacks, orders to the
armies, letters, reports of journeys, poems,
historical items and pieces on the philosophy of
the times.
World War Two interrupted Sir Harold in his
work and it was not until 1945 - eleven years
after he had started it - that the first volume
of translations appeared. Five more volumes
followed, the last being published in 1967. Sir
Harold is working on the seventh in his retirement
A major work though it has been, unravelling
the Khotanese language has always been a side
issue for Sir Harold. It has had to be. Specialisation in such a narrow field as a dead and obscure
language has not in the past warranted the
creation of a full-time post.
Sir Harold can take one from the pioneer
days of Australia in the West to Cambridge and
back a thousand years to Khotan and further.
He can also reminisce at length on the history
of old Canberra, having first been here in 1936.
'It took one and half hours to walk from Civic
to the station and there were no houses along
the way,' he said as if it were yesterday.
•

ANU Reporter 11 September 1970

DIARY OF EVENTS
Monday 14 September
Computer Centre Lecture: Dr M.R.
Osborne, 'Optimization'. Room 105,
Mathematical Sciences Building, 1 lam.
Also on Wednesday and Friday.
History of Ideas Seminar: Mr Q.R. D.
Skinner, T h e Problem of Meaning for the
Historian of Ideas III. (Some implications
of the approach: on the relations between
meaning and intentions; on the role of
intentions and conventions in the
understanding of speech acts)'. Seminar Room
4, Coombs Building, 1 lam.
Nuclear Physics Seminar: Mr S.N. Tucker,
'Resonances in the 14N + p Reaction'. Nuclear
Physics Seminar Room, 11.15am.
Linguistics Seminar: Dr P.A.M. Seuren
(Lecturer in Linguistics, Cambridge),
'Contrastive Stress - in the framework of
generative semantics'. Room 207, 2nd Arts
Building, 12 noon.
Accounting and Public Finance Seminar: Mr
A. Lewchalermwong, 'The Public Sector in
Thailand'. Room 115, Copland Building, 4pm.
Asian Civilisations Seminar: Mr A. Treloar
(Reader in Comparative Philology, University
of New England), 'Greek Knowledge of Ancient
India - with special reference to Arrian and
Philostratus'. Room 108, Asian Studies, 9.30am.
Asian Civilizations Lecture:
Mr A. Treloar
(Comparative Philology, New England), 'Warfare
in Ancient India and Ancient Greece'. Faculty of
Asian Studies Building, 5pm.
Tuesday 15 September
Physical Biochemistry Lecture Course: Dr J.T.
Edsall (Harvard) and Dr H.A. McKenzie,
'Aspects of the Evolution of Proteins'. Florey
Theatre, 9.15am. Also on Wednesday and
Thursday.
Philosophy (RSSS) Seminar: Mr A.J. Watt,
'The Problem of Induction and Ethical
Scepticism'. Seminar Room 6, Coombs
Building, 1 lam.
Computer Centre Lecture: Mr B. Butterfield,
'JCL Course'. Florey Theatre, 1 lam. Also
on Thursday.
SCM General Meeting: Lecture Room 5,
Physics Building, 1pm.
Continuing Education Lecture on RSC: Mr
R.W. Rickardi, 'Targets of Research in
Organic Chemistry'. Main Lecture Theatre,
RSC, 8pm.
ANU Film Group: Last Year at Marienbad
plus The Purple Line. Coombs Lecture
Theatre, 8.15pm.
Wednesday 16 September
Human Geography Seminar Series on
'Government Influences and the Location of
Economic Activity'. Second session entitled:
'Government Influence on Primary Industries':
Mr P. Dibb, 'International Trade, the Export
Base, and the Location of Rural industries';
Mr N. Steeper, 'The Location of the Dairy
Industry in Australia'; Professor J.N. Lewis,
'Government Influence on Rural Industries in
Australia'; Dr R. T. Shand, 'Primary
Industries in New Guinea'. Seminar Room 1,
Coombs Building, 10am to 4pm.
Education Research Unit Seminar Series on
Issues and Problems in Higher Education:
Professor Zelman Cowen (Vice-Chancellor,
University of Queensland), 'The Role and
Purposes of the University'. Seminar Room
1, Coombs Building, 1 lam.
ANU Tenants Association Meeting: The
Committee will discuss progress concerning
proposed rental increases and plans for
future action. Florey Theatre, JCSMR, 12.45pm.
Forestry Seminar: Mr B. Cumberland, 'The
debarking of eucalypts'. Room 103, Department
of Forestry, 1pm.
Theoretical Physics (IAS) Seminar:
Professor CA. Hurst (Mathematical Physics,
University of Adelaide), 'The quantum mechanical
three-body problem in one dimension'. Seminar

Miss Di Berry (Arts-Law II) and Mr Will Davies (A rts II) at the opening of the fifth annual Union
Art Exhibition last Monday night. The ninety eight entries were judged by Mr Nigel Murray-Harvey,
the 'Canberra Times' art critic. The exhibition director was Miss Penny Chapman.
Room 105, Mathematical Sciences Building, 4pm.
Symposium on 'Science and Human Values': Dr
E. H. Hipsley (Institute of Anatomy), 'Science
and Human Values - Introduction'. Discussion
Leaders, Professor A. Horridge and Dr F.
Emery; Chairman, Mr K. Townley. Arranged
by The Royal Society of Canberra and the
Society for Social Responsibility in Science.
Academy of Science, 8pm.
John Curtin Memorial Lecture: Dr Lloyd Ross,
'John Curtin - his Life for Labor and Australia'.
Coombs Lecture Theatre, 8.15pm.
Thursday 17 September
Medical Chemistry Seminar: Mr H. Tagucki
'Synthesis of Octahydroindole Derivatives'.
Seminar Room, Level 2, JCSMR, 9.15am.
ANU/CSIRO Joint Computing Seminar:
Mr G.N. Wilkinson (Mathematical Statistics,
CSIRO, Adelaide), 'GENSTAT 4 - Generalised
Statistical Programming System'. Florey
Theatre, 2pm.
Strategic and Defence Studies Centre Seminar:
Mr R.J. Cooksey, 'Omega: Navigation System
and Nuclear Strategy'. Seminar Room 2,
Coombs Building, 4pm.
Geophysics and Geochemistry Seminar: Mr
R. Twiss, 'Elasticity theory for mixtures with
microstructure'. Seminar Room, Geophysics
Building, 4pm.
Public Lecture: Dr. D.B. Harden (recently
retired Director of the London Museum),
'The History and Techniques of Ancient
Glass'. Coombs Lecture Theatre, 8.15pm.
Canberra Association of University Women
Meeting: Dr Clement, Mrs York and Lady
Raggatt to report on the A.F.U.W. Perth
Conference. RSC, 8pm.
Saturday 19 September
Postgraduate Committee in Medicine Seminar
on Practice Management: Canberra Hospital,
until Sunday. (Enquiries Mr B. Farrer, ext
2200).
Monday 21 September
Computer Centre Lecture: Dr M.R. Osborne,
'Optimization'. Room 105, Mathematical
Sciences Building, 1 lam. Also on Wednesday
and Friday.
History of Ideas Seminar: Mr G.W. Trompf,
'The Concept of the Carolingian Renaissance'.
Seminar Room 4, Coombs Building, 1 lam.
Accounting and Public Finance Seminar:
Professor R. Mathews and Mr R. Jay,
'Intergovernmental Fiscal Relations in
Australia'. Room 115, Copland Building, 4pm.

Tuesday 22 September
Physical Biochemistry Lecture Course:
Dr J.T. Edsall (Harvard) and Dr H.A. McKenzie,
'Aspects of the Evolution of Proteins.' Florey
Theatre, 9.15am. Also on Wednesday and
^
Thursday.
^P
Computer Centre Lecture: Mr B. Butterfield,
'JCL Course'. Florey Theatre, 1 lam. Also
on Thursday.
Philosophy (RSSS) Seminar: Dr P.J. Sheehan,
'Various questions in Philosophical Logic'.
A
Seminar Room 6, Coombs Building, 1 lam.
^^
SCM General Meeting: 'Religious Education
in School and Universities: Should it exist?'
Lecture Room 5, Physics Building, 1pm.
Geophysics and Geochemistry Seminar:
Dr Robin Cherry (Physics, University of
Cape Town), 'Polonium-210 and Lead-210
in the marine environment'. Seminar Room,
Geophysics Building, 4pm.
Continuing Education Lecture on RSC:
Dr M.A. Bennett and Dr D.A. Buckingham,
'Targets of Research in Inorganic Chemistry'.
Room 57, RSC, 8pm.
^
ANU Film Group: Nobody Waved Good-Bye
^^
plus No Reason to Stay. Copland Lecture
Theatre, 8.15pm.
Wednesday 23 September
Education Research Unit Seminar on Issues a n d A
Problems in Higher Education: Mr P.W. H u g h e s ^
(Head, School of Teacher Education, CCAE),
'Teacher Education: Present Problems and
Possible Solutions'. Seminar Room 1,
Coombs Building, 1 lam.
Forestry Seminar: Mr V. Russell, 'Pollution
of streams by heavy metals'. Room 103,
Department of Forestry, 1pm.
Thursday 24 September
ANU/CSIRO Joint Computing Seminar:
Mr I. Robinson (Information Sciences,
University of Melbourne), 'Adaptive Integration methods for functions of a single
variable'. Florey Theatre, 2pm.
Far Eastern History Seminar:UT E. Tang,
'The Status in China of Chinese British
subjects from the Straits Settlements'.
Seminar Room 4, Coombs Building, 2pm.
Geophysics and Geochemistry Seminar:
Dr A.R. Crawford and Dr M.W. McElhinny,
'A duet on Gondwanaland'. Seminar Room ,
Geophysics Building, 4pm.
Exhibitions
'Seven Days' Paintings by Leonard French.
Civic Square, Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm;
Sunday 2-5pm.

i
•
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ABSCHOL APPEAL FOR THE ^NOMADS*
Many staff members of the University will soon
be asked to support a project by Abschol
aimed at establishing a research and development programme for 200 fullblood Aborigines
in Western Australia. The Vice-Chancellor, as
one of the patrons of Abschol, commends the
appeal and hopes there wiU be generous response
to it.
The Aborigines, who are known as the
'Nomads', live in the Pilbara District of
Western Australia. Since 1946 they have maintained an independent and viable existence
mainly by alluvial mining. Don McLeod, a white
man who has lived with the group for over 30
years acts as their business manager and geologist.
The 'Pilbara Project' began in 1969 when two
Monash University postgraduate students visited
the Nomads for a month. This visit and subsequent discussions led to the formation this
year of the Australian Nomads Research
Foundation — a joint Abschol-Aboriginal
organisation - which has as its major objective
in 1970 the raising of $60,000 for the Pilbara
Project.
The particular concern of the Project is with
research into mineral extraction and treatment
suitable for the Nomads' mining enterprises,
and with technical training schemes which use
Aboriginal values and motivations to equip
them for these processes.
Abschol, a National Union of Australian
University Students organisation devoted to
co-operation with Aborigines, holds an annual
appeal for funds; this year the special object
is the Pilbara Project. The Chancellor, as
Chairman of the Council for Aboriginal
Affairs, would welcome any support which
can be given to the Foundation.
•

«i.

CANTRILL PREMIERE
'Harry Hooton', a film made by Creative Arts
Fellow, Arthur Cantrill and his wife, Corinne,
had its premiere at the Copland Lecture Theatre
last week. In colour and eighty minutes long,
the film is the major work of Mr Cantrill's
Fellowship.
jThe film is a tribute to the little-known
let and philosopher, Harry Hooton, a
personal friend of the Cantrills who died
in Sydney in 1961. Hooton was born in
England in 1908 and came to Sydney in 1925
where he was active as a writer until his
^ ^ t h . 'His writing is perhaps better known in
^Pmerica than in AustraHa and this is something we hope to rectify with our film,'
Arthur Cantrill told the Reporter.
In the months before his death Hooton
recorded on tape hours of his philosophy
and political ideals. The sound track of the
film is made up of extracts of Hooton's
tapes and electronic effects created by
Arthur Cantrill.
'Harry Hooton'
fifteen months to
make — nearly all Cantrill's Fellowship.

ES FROM DEPARTMENTS

Economic RSPacS: Dr Scarlett Epstein returned
in August from a seven week field trip. She went
to Santa Cruz University, California, to take
^ | a r t in a Bismarck Archipelago Conference and
• • e n via Manchester University to South
India where she spent five weeks re-examining
economic development and social change in two
villages she had studied fifteen years ago. While
in India Dr Epstein gave two pubUc lectures at
the University of Mysore and at the National
Institute of Social Studies, Bangalore.
Genetics RSBS: Dr E.H. Creaser has left for the
United States and Europe. He will attend the
Genetic Society Conference of America in
Seattle and the International Biochemical Conference in Switzerland to deliver papers on his
work on the evolution of histidinol
dehydrogenases, prior to spending some months
with Dr Val Woodward at the University of
Minnesota.
Dr D.J. Bennett is travelling to Europe, the
United Kingdom and the United States and will
be attending the Eighth International Congress
of Biochemistry in Switzerland, as well as visiting laboratories in England and the U.S.A. in
connection with his work in enzymology and
protein structural analysis.
Zoology! Professor J.D. Smyth and Dr W.L.
Nicholas are attending the Second International
Congress of Parasitology in Washington. Both
•
Dr Nicholas and Professor Smyth are presenting
}
papers to the Congress and Professor Smyth is
acting as co-chairman of several sessions.
•

A still of Harry Hooton, the poet-philosopher,
taken from the film of the same name.
'The film reflects our changing interest in,
and interpretation of, "communicating
emotion to matter" over the past 15
months, and we regard it as a film-maker's
journal of experiment and innovation,'
Cantrill said. 'The film tends to develop
from a tightly-edited, almost documentary
approach, in which Hooton's philosophy
is outlined in some detail, to a more
liberated, free-flowing form, where the
editing is minimal and the sequences
planned and juxtaposed in the camera.'
The film includes material from earlier
other films made by the Cantrills, which
has been reworked in a new context.
'There is a lot of film "junk" in it also —
fogged footage, accidents - much that
would be usually rejected as rubbish and
never looked at closely, but which is often
the most exciting material of all in its movements and colour,' said Arthur Cantrill
adding that the film emerged as an 'expression
of hope in a time of turmoil.'

VISITORS IN THE UNIVERSITY

•

ANU NEWS COMMENDED
ANUNews,t\iQ University journal published
each term, has been commended in Architect,
the magazine of the Victorian Chapter of the
Royal Australian Institute of Architects.
A recent issue of Architect, which is
edited by Robin Boyd, described ANU News
as an educational institutional magazine 'of
such enlightened, almost exciting, design as
to make one wonder if a new dawn of
Australian typography is at last breaking.'
A senior officer of another Australian university has written to say that in his opinion ANU
News is one of a very few publications of a level
in content and design, worthy of a major university.
ANU News is produced by University
Information and designed by the University's
Graphic Designer, Mr D. Walker.
Mr Walker has recently been commissioned
to design and make a mace for the University
of Queensland. The mace will be made from
materials donated by Mount Isa Mines and
will be used on ceremonial and formal
academic occasions.
•

Departments are asked to notify Mr Black
(ext. 4171) when senior academic visitors
arrive, giving their room number and telephone
extension, and briefly mentioning their particular interests. This information will be
published in tho Reporter so that interested
members of the University can readily make
contact with the visitors.
Professor Ian M. Drummond, University of
Toronto, Honorary Fellow in the Department
of Economic History, Research School of
Social Sciences, until the end of November;
main interest — imperial economic policy;
room 13, RSSS, ext. 2291 or 3822 (University
House).
DrJ.B.A. England, University of Birmingham,
Visiting Research Fellow in Nuclear Physics for
one year; main interest — nuclear reactions
induced by 34MeV Helium-3; Room 41,
Nuclear Physics Building, ext. 2092.
Mr A J.A. Nelson, University of New England,
Visiting Honorary Fellow in the Research School
of Social Sciences until the end of November;
main interest — the role and purpose of adult
education in Australia; room 253, Coombs
Building, ext. 2220.
Professor Saul H. Riesenberg, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, Visiting Fellow
in Pacific History for one year; main
interest - Micronesian ethnohistory; room
170, Coombs Building, ext. 2302
Professor Roger Sharrock, Kings College,
University of London, visiting Department of
English from 22 August until about 20 October;
main interests - seventeenth-century literature
and Romantic poetry; Library Fellows' room,
1 St Floor, General Studies Library, ext. 4084. •

RELIGIOUS STUDY SOCIETY DINNER

NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY COURSES

The Canberra Society for the study of Religion
and Theology will hold its second annual dinner
at Ursula College on 14 September. The guest
of honour will be the Reverend Professor John
Mclntyre of Edinburgh University. The Society
has nearly 70 graduate members.
•

The Australian School of Nuclear Technology,
Lucas Heights, N.S.W., will hold courses in
nuclear technology and radioisotope
techniques in 1971. Information about the
courses is available from Mr E. Helgeby
(ext. 4275).
•
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UNIVERSITY LIBRARY NOTES
Library resources at Siding Spring
The University Library has just ordered a set of
important charts to support the expanding work
at Siding Spring following the decision to build
the new 150-inch telescope there. The small
library at Siding Spring, which is a sub-branch
of the University's Mount Stromlo Library, is
now assuming increasing importance. The
decision to duplicate sections of the National
Geographic Society's Palomar Observatory Sky
Atlas will greatly augment the resources of the
1,000 prints of charts South of Declination
120 and it is expected that those charts already
published will arrive soon.
National Library newsletter
Scholars will be interested in a new venture of
the National Library aimed at bringing to the
notice of scholars the more important
acquisitions of the year. The National Library
is now issuing ?in Acquisitions Newsletter
which it is planned to bring out five or six
times a year with free distribution to state,
parliamentary, university, government and
special libraries. A small charge may be made
to private subscribers. The first number, which
is a pilot issue, is now available for August 1970
and may be consulted in the School of General
Studies and Institute of Advanced Studies
Libraries. The contents comprise manuscripts
and printed books grouped by country of origin
as well as subject.
- Jean M. Waller
LIGHTING AND FOOTPATHS
Following student requests to the Registrar
(Property and Plans), Mr D. Dexter, earlier this
year, lighting has been provided for more
footpaths and pedestrian ways around the
campus.
On the night of 5 March a group of students
accompanied representatives of the Buildings
and Grounds Committee and the Property
and Plans Division on an inspection of the site
on foot to see what improvements were
needed. Most of the lighting installed since
then has been a direct result of this interest
in the development of the campus, Mr Dexter
said.
Lighting has been installed along the gravelled
footpath between the Asian Studies building
and the cascade, the path skirting the
west bank of Sullivans Creek joining Canberry
Bridge to Daley Road and the south car park
of Bruce Hall which has recently been floodht.
In another joint operation students and
representatives of the Property and Plans
Division have investigated the need for more
footpaths. As a result, gravel has been laid
along 'desire lines' used by large numbers of
students to traverse the central campus.
Permanent alignment and paving of these
footpaths cannot be undertaken until plans
for the central campus area have been finalised.•

There is something tragic about the enormous
number of young Australians who start life
with perfect physiques and end by adopting
some useful profession (with apologies to
Oscar Wilde).
Whilst Wilde might not have agreed with
the ambitions of the majority on campus he
might well have rejoiced at the latest
addition to the University's sporting
facilities - a weight-training/fitness centre.
The centre is located at the Kingsley
Street Hall, a short distance from almost
any point in the University. The recently
installed equipment provides fully for
anyone wanting to reduce the waist, increase
the cross-section of the shoulder or just to
'get fit'.
The centre is open for Sports Union
members during the day and night with
instruction available from 5 to 7pm and
on Wednesdays and Fridays from 12 to
2pm.
Inquiries can be made through the
Sports Union (ext.2273).
- Neil Gray

UNDERGROUND ELECTRICITY CABLES

UNIVERSITY HOUSE FELLOWS ELECTED

Work is now being done on installing underground electrical cables to replace the overhead
wiring around the campus.
It is estimated that the new cabling will be
installed by early September. The A.C.T.
Electricity Authority will then remove the
overhead wiring as soon as possible. Every
effort is being made to ensure that the work
causes as little inconvenience as possible to
students and staff.
•

The following have been elected as Fellows of
University House: Dr R.E..Barwick, elected by
the eligible members to replace Dr D.C. Shaw and
to hold office until 15 August 1972; and Dr
P.A. Arriens (re-elected) and Dr Gutta Schoefl
(replacing Mr D.J. Walmsley) elected by eligible
resident members to hold office until 15 August
1971.
A meeting of the electoral body has
appointed Dr C.R. Heathcote (re-elected)
and Dr A. Crawford (replacing Miss B.
J. Stevenson) as 'Official Fellows'.
•

AFTER HOURS MAINTENANCE NUMBER
Tenants of University dwellings and others
requiring urgent after-hours maintenance
services are informed that the telephone
number of the Building Maintenance
Supervisor, Mr Watt, is 479037 and not the
number given on page 41 of the 1970
Canberra Telephone Directory under the
heading 'ANU after-hours numbers'.
Produced by University Information.

WEIGHT TRAINING ON CAMPUS

Sports secretary, Neil Gray, instructs Economics I student, Attilz Kucukkayalar.

PART-TIME SPORTS UNION FEE LOWERED
A general meeting of the Sports Union last
Monday night passed a motion proposed by the
Part-Time Students Association that the Sports
Union fee for part-time students be reduced
from $12 to $10. The motion was passed by
19 votes to 17, representing less than one percent of University undergraduates. The motion
now goes before a meeting of Council for formal
ratification.
•
REPORTER DEADLINES
Contributors and readers are reminded that
copy for the next issue of the Reporter (25
September) must be submitted to the University,^
Information Section by Friday 18 September. ^ ^
This deadline applies for news items, letters
to the editor, notes from departments, notes
on visitors and classified advertisements. Items
for the diary (for the period 28 September to
11 October) should be submitted to Mr
Pedler, ext. 2633 by 18 September.
•

•

Designed by University Design Section.

For sale
Golf clubs, men's, ten irons, two woods and bag.
Good condition. $90 (ext. 2103).
Automatic home sauna, almost new. Cost $130
sell for $90 (ext. 2103).
To let
Melbourne flat, superb two-bedroom. Glen Iris,
Dec.-March, $21 pw (ext. 3392).
Accommodation wanted
Anyone willing and able to board or let room
with cons to young man being released on
parole please ring Nora Dixon (ext. 3225).

UNION OFFICE BEARERS ELECTED
The Union Board of Management, at a
meeting on 31 August, elected the following
office bearers: Chairman, Mr Rakesh Ahuja
(re-elected); deputy chairman, Mr Richard
Refshauge (re-elected); and Mr Paul
Pentony as a member of the executive.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

•

Professor Dwyer photograph reproduced f r o m 1962
Academy of Science Year Book by Bill Vennard,
Visual Aids; others, except f o r page five photographs,
by Gabe Carpay.
Set and printed by Summit Press, Fyshwick.

