VOLUME 3 NUMBER 10 OCTOBER 1968

SPECIAL
ISSUE
INSTALLATION OF DR H.C. COOMBS
CONFERRING OF DEGREES
OPENING OF
RESEARCH SCHOOL OF CHEMISTRY

Th e ne w Chancellor -:- Dr H. C. Coombs

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY NEWS

The sixth of September was a day of ceremonies for the ANU, when
distinguished visitors joined members of the University in participating in the Installation of the fourth Chancellor, Conferring of
Honorary Degrees on Sidney Nolan, Sir Mark Oliphant and Lord
T.odd of Trumpington, and the Opening of the Research School of
Chemistry.

DR COOMBS INSTALLED
Dr H. C. Coombs was installed as fourth Chancellor of the University at the Canberra Theatre on
6 September. The ceremony was attended by Chancellors and Vice-Chancellors of other universities,
members of the Diplomatic Corps and political leaders.
Dr Coombs, head of the Federal Government's
Performing Arts Council and chairman of the Council
of Aboriginal Affairs, and former Governor of the
Reserve Bank of Australia, has been associated with
the University since its inception. He was its first ProChancellor, serving in that capacity from 1959 until
his election as Chancellor in May of this year.
PRO-CHANCELLOR'S ADDRESS

Dr Coombs was installed as Chancellor by the new
Pro-Chancellor Mr Justice Eggleston with· the follow'
ing address:This University has been fortunate in having had
as the first three occupants of the high office in which
you are now to be installed, men of outstanding merit,
of world-wide reputation and of great wisdom. Our
good fortune continues. Your eminence as scholar,
central banker and administrator needs no elaboration
from me, nor need I recount the details of your long
association with this University; indeed, to do so would
involve a catalogue of inordinate length for such an
occasion as this. Let me recall briefly, that as DirectorGeneral of Post-War Reconstruction you were an able
a·nd enthusiastic midwife .when this University was
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born in 1946 and that you have been ac;tively associated with it ever since - as a member of the Interim
Council and of the Council, as Deputy Chairman of
that body until 1959, and then, with the recognition by
the Council of the important responsibilities which had
for some years been borne by you as Deputy Chairman, in the new office of Pro-Chancellor, which you
held until your election to your present office.
The University is honoured that in your so-called
retirement, in which you have accepted heavy responsibilities in relation to the Arts and to Aboriginal
Affairs, you are continuing your association with this
University by your. acceptance of its highest office. You
know only too well the great problems with which institutions of higher learning must deal. We shall be
grateful for the benefit of your outstanding talents,
deep wisdom and long experience, in the future as we
have been in the past.
On behalf of the Australian National University, I
accordingly install you, Herbert Cole Coombs, as our
Chancellor. I extend to you a most cordial welcome,
and express the deep sense of satisfaction which mem-·
bers of the University feel at your acceptance of this
high office.
After his installation the Chancellor was greeted
by the Minister for Education and Science Mr Malcolm
Fraser, representing the Prime Minister, by the Chancellor of Macquarie University Sir Garfield Barwick,
and by the Vice-Chancellor of the Australian National
University Sir John Crawford.
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The new Chancellor is
escorted to his Installation
by the Pro-Chancellor
(extreme left). Th e
Minister for Education
and Science and the
Vice-Chancellor were
among those who
greeted th e Chancellor

GREETING BY SIR GARFIELD BARWICK
Mr Chancellor, I bring you greetings from the
Chancellors of all the universities in Australia and 1
am proud to have been selected to do so. 1 would
hope, and indeed expect, that this office will give you
the greatest personal satisfaction. It is more than a
further step in a life of great distinction, much of it
spent in direct service to your fellow Australians. lt
·worthily crowns yo ur achievements. From beginnings
of no great advantage, by the energetic pursuit of
knowledge and the use and improvement of the talents
with which you began, you achieved not only scholarship in that segment of knowledge which yo u chose to
master but as well developed great practical skill in its
application, so that in due time by your own efforts
and through the recognition by o thers of yo ur qualities
you re.ached a position In the life of Australia where
you were able both to devise and to employ techniques
in the use and control of the nation's resources of
credit to the increase of the stability and the prosperity
of the country. T his task performed both in good and
Ot:tohcr .1968

bad times, in the glare of public knowledge and criticism but in calmness and in steady resolution, was in
itself a great career. So would I describe yo ur years as
Governor of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia
from 1949. to 1960 and as Governor of the Reserve
Bank of Australia from 1960 to this year.
Yet meantime, you devoted yourself with characteristic energy, intelligence and perception to the develop ment of drama, of opera and of ballet in Australia
and, if I may say so, with signal success. And, as well,
yo u have constantly encouraged the emergence of Australian visual art and the progress of our artists. Within and without the buildings with which you have been
co ncerned are to be found lasting traces of your interest in, and your service to, Australian art in its various
forms. All this, apart from many other ·activities, adds
up to a mighty sum of activity and of personal contributi'on to abiding values iffA ustralian life: · You, Sir,
l a m sure; should feel proud to realise that in the eyes
of yo ur fellow Chancellors and of the members of this
Continued on next page
3

After his Installation
as Chancellor
Dr Coombs gave an
address in which he spoke
of the relationships of
universities - within
and withou t
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University and, indeed, of all thoughtful people in this
country, you are a great Australian and a most worthy
successor to other great Australians who have occupied
the distinguished office upon which ycrn this day enter.
But, Mr Chancellor, no reference to your career,
however sketchy, could omit mention of the w~rk that
you have done in connection with the establishment
and development of this University which already has
attained international standing and become attractive
to the scholars of the world. It must be of singular
pleasure to you as it is to your many friends that you
have become the head of the University which you
helped to plan and whose path you have already so
far helped to direct. May I say that, throughout, your
warm human attitudes have been apparent and appreciated. Because of your achievements so widely known,
you will not merely be the Chancellor, but as well an
exemplar of what a sfudent may make of himself if in
his university days he puts his mind to the improve4

ments of his talents, to the acquisition of relevant
knowledge and to the preparation of himself to be a
useful member of the community in which he will live.
Mr Chancellor, your fellow Chancellors not only
greet you and hail you for what you are and for what
you have achieved, but they express through me their
great pleasure and satisfaction that you should have
been chosen at this time to occupy this distinguished
office. They would wish me to offer you their congratulations and their hope that you will have a term
of office in good health and contentment. We know
that you will not regard your office as merely honorific
but will give to the University the benefit of your wisdom and your experience in the ordering of its affairs.
So will it under your hand progress in stature and in
influence both within and beyond Australia.
GREETING BY SIR JOHN CRAWFORD
The Vice Chancellor Sir John Crawford then greeted the new Chancellor: At the risk of being gravely misunderstood , I commence by saying that to welcome the Chancellor is not
an easy assignment. Happily the dillicult¥ arises only
October 1968
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because there is so much that one would wish to say
both personally and on behalf of the University, and
so little time allotted to me by the Registrar!
Let me say my brief personal piece first. The paths
of Dr Coombs and I first came together during the war
and early post-war periods in Federal government.
From the beginning I found it easy to work (and play
tennis but not golf) with this man who combined sense
of purpose, exciting ideas and good practical sense.
I cite only one example of many possible. Those of us
who worked with him on the 1945 White Paper on
Full Employment - one of the most prescient documents to be written on economic policy in Australia will never forget the sense we had of a new and more
humane economic policy in the making. If the Prime
Minister, Mr Chifley, saw in Coombs a combination of
humanity and intelligence, so did- many others then and
since. For my part I am glad to express my appreciation of the opportunity I then had to share in his work
for our country.
Not the least of our Chancellor's enduring accomplishments in those days was, of course, his work for
the establishment of this University. His was not a
solo effort, for many supported him, not least being
the late Professor Mills, Mr Goodes, Professor Wright
and Dr R. B. Madgwick, but, as Director-General of
Post-war Reconstruction, his was the part of a major
principal. He, not least, took up an idea - that of
postgraduate research schools - moulded it, nursed it
and secured the appropriate political support, which
perhaps was not really difficult with a Scottish Jover
of education as his Minister. I refer, of course, to a
member of ANU Council. the Hon. John Dedman.
From the beginning of activities, Coombs, in one
capacity or another, gave the new University the support needed to attract men of eminence to it and so
enable a unique academic 'venture in Australia to gain
momentum. As Pro-Chancellor in fact after 1951, although not in name until 1959, Coombs continued to
convey and support a lively sense of academic mission.
Jn the not wholly easy days of 1959-60 when the amalgamation of the Canberra University College and the
Australian National University was undertaken at
Government command and not by free choice of the
parties, Coombs' leadership was, as might be expected,
constructive and proved a major factor in the smoothness with which the new legislation was prepared and
implemented.
This record of continuous association and remarkably untiring sense of excitement in the University's
purpose and future could not fail to register with staff
and students alike. When, on behalf of the Co1.mcil, I
announced Dr Coombs' election as Chancellor on JO
May last, I had no doubt that the news would be wel-
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come throughout the University. It was quickly evident
from the many public and private expressions of delight received from staff and students alike, that their
affection and loyalty were and remain his in full measure. We know we are fortunate to retain his active
interest. We serve ourselves splendidly in electing him
as Chancellor, but I am glad to say the real pleasure
for all of us comes in doing him honour.
His name has already been honoured by attachment
to a building, but today's event is probably the first
chance the whole University has had to do honour to
the man who has done so much to make the Australian
National University the place of quality we believe it
now to be. It is fitting that his long sustained efforts
should be capped with the Chancellorship. Indeed, I
borrow my ending from a simple but apt historical
allusion in the student paper "Woroni" which followed
the May announcement. The headline - "Welcome
Nugget" - speaks for us all.
ADDRESS BY DR H. C. COOMBS

After his installation the new Chancellor gave the
following address:! am deeply moved by this honour which the· University has done me and the generous words which you
have spoken on the occasion of it. To succeed to a
position which has been held by Lord Bruce, Sir John
Cockcroft and Lord Florey is a formidable task for any
man and am conscious of my own inadequacy. However I am comforted by the knowledge that into the
great fabric of the life of a university there will be
woven threads representing the work of men and women of diverse qualities and capacities, and that we
may all contribute -to the pattern in our own ways.
Accordingly I promise that what I have to give will
be given with all my heart.
At the time .when the Council elected me as Chancellor l was travelling in Europe. In Italy, and again
in Paris, the universities were torn by dissension and
by student riots, while from Tokyo, Columbia and
California echoed the distant reports of similar turmoil.
This was surely a time when those concerned with universities anywhere should ask themselves from what
common causes these events der~ved in communities so
disparate and how deeply our own universities and our
own community were also affected by them. I do not
pretend wholly or even largely to c'omprehehd these
causes, but since then I have thought much, if not profoundly, about them and would like to raise some issues for thought and analysis among us.
While in Paris I visited the. University of Nanterre
Continued on next page
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where the first mild protests began to swell so quickly
into an angry fanfare . There I met mainly members of
the staff and a few quiet English-speaking students.
The professors were much the more vocal and apparently equally determined to effect revolutionary
changes within the University. And indeed there were so
many legitimate criticisms which could be made of the
facilities, spirit and government of the universities I saw
that it would have been easy to conclude that these
events reflected largely a lack of adequate resources
and a failure of ancient institutions to adapt their
structure and techniques to the demands of a changing
world - and consequently perhaps to feel that we, so
much better provided for and more recently established, had little or nothing in common with their problems.
Two things, however, have continued to prick like
burrs under the saddle of my possible content. Firstly,
as I passed through the assembly hall at Nanterre, wide
across the wall among the painted slogans, political
symbols and profanities were the words: "They think,
therefore I am" - a bitter parody of Descartes' dictum
"Cogito ergo sum". This and much else that has been
said and done, convinced me that many students felt
themselves to . be facing an alien, antagonistic world
which presented them with a packaged, predetermined
destiny and that they identified the University with this
world and not themselves with the University.
Secondly, apart from the attention they directed at
real deficiencies, these disturbances have not been purposeless and one wonders whether University leaders,
from time to time, might find ·it desirable to invent
"the moral equivalent" of student activism if it does
not naturally occur. One of the professors, telling me
of the work of a joint staff and student committee in
recasting the pattern of study within his discipline, remarked:
"But the astonishing thing is the change in the students themselves. When I returned some years ago
from U.S.A." he said, "I found them of poor quality dull, uninterested and unimaginative. Since we began
this work of reformation together I have discovered
not merely that they include among their numbers men
and women whose quality and integrity I have learned
to respect, but there has been an astonishing improvement in the quality of their academic work."
These are but straws perhaps and too few with
which to build the bricks of explanation. But, cast
into the air, they may show in what quarter lies the
wind.
6

To me they suggest two conclusions which are perhaps obvious enough but, for that reason, too
easily ignored. The first is that membership of a university should for a student be a relationship with persons, not just a course of instruction or a program of
research - and a relationship between persons can be
mature and satisfying only if each contributes significantly to it. The contributions need not, indeed
cannot, be balanced in magnitude or significance, but
an exclusively one-way relationship is, of necessity,
barren and poor. This poverty will reflect itself not
merely in undeveloped personalities but in an inability
to achieve and to find joy in the pursuit of knowledge.
THE ESSENCE OF UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE

There is need, therefore, for us in universities to
reconsider in each successive generation how far our
plans and our practices are preserving and developing
the possibility of such relationships. I do not, let me
make it clear, imagine that staff members can hope to
make themselves universally available to any who
makes demand of them, but I believe, in the physical
and human planning of a university, it is possible to
ensure that groups are formed naturally and without
apparent contrivance that are small enough to permit
real communication and which cut across the organisational lines of the staff-student structure. and of faculty divisions.
This is, of course, partly a question of size. In a
small university any casual group will tend to be of
this kind. As the size of the university grows it will
become the more difficult and occur only if thought is
directed to its achievement. I am sure that it is when
"two or three are gathered together" that there comes
the flash of intuition in which hypotheses are born or
the moment of truth which pushes back the darkness
of ignorance and of prejudice. It is especially important for us now, when we are beginning to reconsider
the physical form of our University, to remember that,
whatever facilities it may provide or however splendid
its visual conception, if it does not provide a setting
for the human relationships which are the essence of
university experience it will have failed.
The second conclusion is that a university must
beware of being too completely identified with the society in which it exists. It is true that it is one function
of a university to provide knowledge for the social processes of the community and trained men and women
to conduct them. These are important purposes and
we are constantly reminded of our responsibilities in
relation to them. But our anxiety to fulfil them adequately can lead us to become too greatly part of the
"Establishment".
It is equally a function of the university to observe
October 1968
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our society critically - to question its unstated assumptions and its conventional wisdom. A society upon
whose ways and problems no one looks with objective
eye will soon ossify into the rigidity and apathy of old
age. A society, to remain vigorous requires inbuilt
sources of regeneration - and the university is, by its
traditions and the quality of its members, well equipped
to provide one such source; the more so since through
its membersip flows continuously the ablest of our
youth - those who come to our society with a fresh
and innocent vision. Innocence, of course, is no guarantee of wisdom, and the young will more often be mistaken than not in their judgments and prescriptions, but
if we therefore fail to attend to them we shut off a
source of perceptiveness which the rest of us can ill
provide. It may well be that we should regard our effective performance as providers of knowledge and trained persons for the work of society as the price we must
pay for the opportunity to do our more fundamental
work.
Furthermore, do not let us grind our students into
professionalism too soon. The "shades of the prison
house", the drive of the rat race will close in on them
soon enough. Youth should have time to wonder, to

pursue the exciting but apparently irrelevant, for indeed a certain irresponsibility. Without these it is unlikely that they will experience in any depth the excitement of comprehension and discovery, or the quiet joy
of sharing in the creativeness of great minds. Not
merely for the quality of life the future will offer him,
but for the sanity of the world in which he lives, these
may well be the things we should seek first for our student
- confident that if they are realised professional competence will be the more easily added unto them.
In brief, therefore, let us remember that a university
should be a living organic structure: a place where all
our members have the opportunity to develop significant human relationships and to influence iLs
changing patterns and that this is the more
likely the more consciously we plan to make it possible. Let us give our students the chance to know
that the world of learning and of intellectual endeavour
is a joyous place and a source of abiding content.
Above all, let us remember that the university can, by
taking thought, fulfils its obligations to the society
which supports it but yet stand sufficiently outside it
to see it clearly and to see it whole.

As a first official duty after Installation, Dr Coombs confers the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy on one of the graduands. In the same ceremony he conferred three honorary degrees.

October 1968
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Research School of Chelllistry

Opened by Lord Todd
The final event of a day of University ceremonies
was the opening of the Research School of Chemistry
by Lord Todd of Trumpington in the afternoon of
6 September. Lord Todd, who had received the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science at the morning's
Conferring ceremony, addressed an audience of chemists from universities, Government departments and industry, visitors from other universities, and members
of the ANU.
After the Chancellor Dr H. C. Coombs had opened
the proceedings the Dean Professor A. J. Birch
spoke about the work of the School and the people
who had been associated with its foundation. The
Minister for Education and Science, the Honourable
Malcolm Fraser, spoke of the importance of the
School in the Australian scene.
ADDRESS BY THE DEAN

My
should
today.
as well

part in these proceedings should be brief and
be confined to three aspects of the affairs of
In these I speak for my colleague David Craig
as myself.

The first is to express our thanks. We cannot mention everybody by name, but a great many people have
had something to do with the foundation of the School
and to all of them we express our gratitude. The Com'monwealth Government and the Australian Universities Commission, and I note here particularly Sir Leslie
Martin, had sufficient faith in the ANU and in us to
back the project from the beginning. Among the University people involved I mt1st particularly mention
Sir Leonard Huxley, Mr Ross Hohnen and Sir Hugh
1Ennor who had the vision to initiate the project on behalf of the University and to provide the best background for pursuing it, and Sir John C~awford, then
Fiscal Adviser, for his very great assistance in financial
matters. The admirable building you see was largely
due to the architectural genius of Mr Rod Macdonald
and the practical genius of Mr William Butt, who took
immense pains to find out exactly what we wanted
and to provide it both attractively and cheaply. The
result is the best chemistry building I have so far seen.
The builders,. Civil and Civic, translated the plans into
reality most efficiently, and , remarkably for this sort
8

of project, exactly on time. Not only we but a number
of generations of chemists are likely to be grateful to
these people.
I must also mention Mr Harper and Mr Rickards
who contributed very greatly to the organisation of the
material side of the School and the very successful and
immediate start in the n~w building.
To the technicians, storemen and janitors, to the
librarian, and even to some of our early students is
also due much credit for the smooth and efficient start
of the School. I cannot imagine that we could have
had a more auspicious beginning than with people of
the calibre involved. .
The academic staff I am sure joins me in this view,
and of them I need merely say that the School recruiting has been of the very highest standard and shows
every sign of so continuing.
The second point concerns some aspirations of the
School. We obviously must primarily pursue good
chemistry. However, we feel that we owe a debt to
society, and to the Australian taxpayer in particular,
who is our final patron and who has in consequence
an ultimate right to consider himself our boss. What
we should do here, and are beginning to do , I can
mention only briefly and in principle. We hope to attract first-class people to Australia including expatriate Australians, and we are doing so. Many of
these we hope and believe will pass through temporary
posts here and then fit themselves into other Universities, research organisations and industry. We hope
to do work which is important to the balance of scientific interests in Australia, but which is not being adequately covered elsewhere. Finally we hope to tackle
strategic fields which , while still being good basic
science, have long-term Australian implications. These
include, for example, examination and synthesis of
biologically important compounds from plants, from
insects, from sea animals; inorganic chemistry in the
widest sense and theoretical and practical photochemistry . We have alread y synthesised an insect hormone,
which may provide some possibilities of selective insect control. Looking perhaps twenty years ahead the
combination of Australian oil and gas and mineral deposits may well make organometallic chemistry of
great importance. We must have some people actively
October l 968
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l ord Todd declares the Sch ool open. Seated: Mr Malcolm Fraser, The Ch ancellor and Professor A. J. Birch

working on the outermost fringes of areas like these,
so that the country can eventually take real advantages from its natural wealth and size, when the opportunity comes. I repeat, to Mr Fraser, as representative of our Government and the taxpayers, that we
do take the long-term (and 1 stress the length of view)
responsibilies of our situation very seriously indeed.
My third task is to introduce very briefly two of
o ur guests, who need in fact little introduction. Of Mr
Fraser, Minister of Education and Science, 1 need
merely say that we are very happy indeed that he could
find the time to visit us and to say a few words. I hope
ve ry much that he may be able to continue to take a
direct interest in the work of the School and we would
Octobe r 1968

welco me him on any occasion when he ca n visit us.
Of Lord Todd , I think it inappropriate here to repeat what I said this morning when the U niversity
awarded him an Honorary Degree. I merely sa y tha t
to have a Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, who has also
been most active and effective in Government , in industry and scientific affairs, to open formally this
School is a very happy omen for our future. We are
most grateful to him for agreeing to do so , and for the
interest he has shown for a good many years in affairs
scientific and particularly chemical, in Australia. We
hope to see him also on many future occasions.
Continued on nex t page
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OPENING OF
RESEARCH SCHOOL OF CHEMISTRY
ADDRESS BY LORD TODD

Lord Todd then opened the School:It is a privilege and an honour to be here today for
the opening of these magnificent new laboratories of
the National University's School of Chemistry. To me
it is a particular pleasure to be called upon to open
them - and that for a variety of reasons. In the first
place I have a proprietorial interest in them as a graduate of the University, albeit one who didn't do any
work to get his degree. Secondly, of course, Professor
Birch is a friend of long standing and one who a good
many years ago was my colleague in Cambridge where
he worked for two or three years as a Royal Society
Research Fellow. Thirdly it marks a major step in the
University's development and one to which I have long
looked forward. It really is astonishing how the University, and indeed Canberra too, has grown over the
years. When I first visited Canberra close on twenty
years ago it seemed to consist largely of small clumps
of buildings separated from one another by substantial
stretches of bush; the beautiful lake which now adorns
it did not exist and, truth to tell, I regarded its realisation as something which might never happen. The
National University was itself embryonic and showed
much more in the way of mud than buildings. Since
then there has been a great and continuing transformation; in the University we have seen the rise of great

Professor D. P. Craig (left) and Professor J. A. Allen, University
of Ne wcastle
10

schools of medical and physical research. But to me
the lack of a corresponding chemical school was always a source of concern, and it was so for the following reasons.
Chemistry can legitimately be regarded as the
centre-piece of natural science. At the one extreme it
has close affinities with physics and at the other it
reaches deep into the realms of biology and medicine,
progress in which is inextricably linked with progress
in chemistry. In the large area between these extremes
it stands as the backbone of industrial progress - not
just for the chemical industry proper, but over the
whole span of industries where chemistry and the products of the chemical industry play a vital part. In
these days the lay public is, through press and radio,
constantly reminded of the importance of physics
(largely because of nuclear energy developments) and
of the so-called molecular biology (DNA and genetics); chemistry is much less in evidence and hence
gets less attention than it deserves from the public and not infrequently from Government also. Perhaps
this is because its basic concepts seem rather abstruse
and remote from everyday life and experience or possibly because its successes are not always spectacular
in the way that an atomic explosion is spectacular. Yet
a glance at the world around us today should surely
convince us of its importance - new fuels, fibres, dyes,
drugs, fertilisers, agricultural and veterinary chemicals,
building materials, plastics and a host of other things
stem directly from chemistry and from the great industries based upon it. Here in Australia it is my belief that chemistry is a science of tremendous importance and one which should be carefully nurtured. For
make no mistake, no country can be strong industrially
without a strong chemical industry, and such is the intimate connection that exists between chemical science
and chemical industry that the latter will not develop
real strength without strength in pure chemical research. This can be clearly seen from an examination
of the state of affairs in any of the highly industrialised
nations.
What I have said could be regarded as a general
plea for chemistry in Australia. But it is particularly
important to have it in strength here in this capital
city where in addition to the other research schools of
the University we have major divisions of CSIRO such
as those dealing with entomology and plant industry.
The opportunity is surely here for a major venture in
co-operative action among these various organisations
to tackle the many problems - and they are major
problems involving more than one discipline - which
face a young and growing nation such as yours. Such
co-operation has always been my hope and my dream
and I believe that given goodwill it can now be realised. In Professors Birch and Craig and their colleagues
you have chemists of ability and imagination. In their
October 1968
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After the ceremony Lord Todd (left) joined the Chancellor and Sir Mark Oliphant for tea

hands this School of Chemistry can and will grow and
flourish and in so doing speed on the country's development and provide not only training for young men
and women of Australia in what to me is the queen
of the sciences, b.ut will provide the fertile soil in which
their genius may grow and flourish. It is for this reason that I now have the greatest pleasure in declaring
these laboratories open and in wishing good fortune
and successful research to all who may work in them.
THE BUILDING

The Research School of Chemistry Building has
been designed by the architects, Eggleston, Macdonald
& Secomb in a style related to that of the Science Precinct of the School of General Studies, which it adjoins,
and which was designed by the same architects.
The building, a two-storey structure with a total
area of 120,000 square feet, was built at a total cost of
October 1968

$2,789,000. It has been designed with a core chiefly
composed of service laboratories, especially those which
require temperature control, with an outside ring of
laboratories and offices. In the core there are laboratories for analysis for work at low temperatures, preparation of toxic materials, radioactive synthesis and
measurement; there is a fireproof laboratory, and others containing spectrometers and equipment for microbiological chemistry. Increasing emphasis is being
placed on the use of computers, an area requiring
considerable expansion following the institution of a
new section dealing with x-ray crystallography. The
building is planned with ample provision for development and expansion. All interior walls are nonstructural so that rooms and laboratories can easily be enlarged or altered. Careful design has extended ·to
many details, for example. taps have been designed to
eliminate difficulties caused by variations of water pressure.
11
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Winter 1968: Illore
•

Ill

milestones

the life of the University

A new programme of annual lectures, the University Lectures, was
inaugurated in June by Professor Sir Keith Hancock who gave a
series of four lectures on "Attempting History". Above, Professor
Hancock, second from right, is greeted by Professor D.H. Pike and
Professor J.A. La Nauze of the Department of History (RSSS), and
the Chancellor Dr H. C. Coombs who chaired the first lecture. At
right, Mr Brian Durnin, Ambassador of Ireland, discusses with the
Vice-Chancellor Sir John Crawford the Celtic books he presented to
the University on behalf of the Irish Cultural Relations Committee.

The stainless steel driving force
Composer George Dreyfus, left,

for a wind tunnel which will

and poet Rodney Hall, holders

be capable of producing blasts

of Creative Arts Felio wships, com-

of air up to speeds of 35,000
miles per hour was delivered to
the Department ofPhysics, School
of General Studies, in July. Dr
R.J. Stalker, Reader of Physics
and designer of the tunnel, expects to have th e tunnel operative
in 196 9. Research with the tunnel

bine their talents in the Boccherini Orchestra which has given
several concerts in the University
Union. Both Fellows have taken
an active part in University life.
Mr Hall has given three public
lectures and has met regularly
with students; Mr Dreyfus will
present a farewell concert, marking the end of his Fellowship,
on 10 November.

will seek to establish the air deflection patterns of basic shapes
such as the cone or a flat surface.
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The University honours
three distinguished men
Following his installation as Chancellor, Dr H. C.
Coombs conferred Honorary Degrees on three distinguished men. Australian painter Sidney Nolan, who
held a Creative Arts Fellowship in the University
in 1965, received the Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Laws for his contributions to Australia through his
art. Emeritus Professor Sir Mark Oliphant, who was
one of the academic advisers to the Interim Council
and first Director of the Research School of Physical
Sciences, received the Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Science. Lord Todd of Trumpington, Nobel Prize. winner and Professor of Organic Chemistry in the
University of Cambridge, was also conferred with the
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science.
Twelve Ph.D. graduands and two Master of Science
graduands also received degrees at the ceremony.
SIDNEY NOLAN: DOCTOR OF LAWS
(HONORIS CAUSA)

The Master of University House Emeritus Professor A. D. T rendall presented Sidney Nolan for the
degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) with the following citation:In his early youth Sidney Nolan hesitated between
poetry and painting, and, although the latter was his
fi nal choice, the Muses have manifestly continued to
cherish him, since their Mother, Memory, bestowed
upon him a remarkable power to make a mental record
of his impressions and observations, and they themselv~s endowed him with the creative imagination
necessary to transmute it into a work of art that has
the haunting beauty of a lyric poem .
Almost from the start of his career Nolan, a fifth
generation Australian, has been preoccupied with the
landscape of this country and the place in it of man
and beast. He is one of the very few painters who
have succeeded in imparting something of the real
flavour of this strange continent and in abstracting its
essence, which he reveals to us in his representations
of the red desert, the drought-stricken countryside, or
the dilapidated out-back township. Little wonder that
he was fascinated also by the drama of the early explorers, of convicts and bushrangers, and especially
of Ned Kelly, whose exploits he has recorded in a man14

ner which blends the vigorous freshness of a Homeric
epic with the allusive charm of a Platonic myth.
After his intensive study of Australia, Nolan, obeying almost literally the poet's injunction 'to survey
mankind from China to Peru', began in 1950 an extensive series of journeys which have taken him over
most of the world and have immensely broadened his
artistic horizons. A prolonged visit to Greek lands
stimulated his interest in classical art and mythology,
not only providing the inspiration for his paintings of
Leda and of the Iegern;ls of Crete, but also implanting
in his mind ·the idea of a parallel between archaic
Greece and Australia, later to find expression in the
Gallipoli paintings and most recently in his transportation of Prometheus to Central Australia.
The art of Sidney Nolan is filled with evocative
images of peculiar power, whether it is in that penetrative interpretation of a line of verse or a Shakespearean sonnet which can spring only from wide reading and a deep and sympathetic understanding of the
poetic mind, or in the symbolism that unites Ned Kelly
with Prometheus, or Leda and the swan with Mrs Fraser and the convict helper she betrayed. As their significance becomes increasingly apparent, we realise we
are in the presence of an artist with an unusual ability
to reveal, in his communication of the physical world
familiar to us all, something of its inner meaning which
mere words cannot express.
Sidney Nolan has already won world-wide recognition for his art, as well as numerous awards and distinctions, and this University is very happy to claim
him as the holder of one of its first Fellowships in the
Creative Arts. In his paintings, which have now found
a place in many of the leading galleries of the world,
I see that &pxa'ix6v n xa \ aG0ab£' x 6>..>..o, which
which made the writings of Thucydides 'not a composition for the moment, but a possession for all time',
and we have every reason to be proud of a man who
has won for himself and for this University and for
this country a meed of immortality.
Therefore, Mr Chancellor, on the ground of his
outstanding contribution to art in Australia, I present
to you Sidney Robert Nolan that you may confer upon
him the Degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.
October 1968

The celebrated painter Sidney Nolan, a former Creative Arts Fellow of the ANU, was conferred with the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws

SIR MARK OLIPHANT: DOCTOR OF SCIENCE
(HONORIS CAUSA)

The Dean of the Research School of Physical Sciences Professor E. W. Titterton presented Sir Mark
Oliphant for the degree of Doctor of Science (honoris
causa) with the following citation:I first met Mark Oliphant in 1936 in Cambridge
when he was still Assistant Director of Research in the
Cavendish Laboratory under Lord Rutherford.
He had just been appointed Poynting Professor of
Physics at Birmingham and, shortly afterwards, was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. As l was to be
one of his first research students in Birmingham I, of
course, wanted to know all about him. I found that
having graduated with flying colours in Adelaide he
had come to England in 1927 as an 1851 Exhibitioner

and had completed his Ph.D. course under Rutherford
in a brief two years. I already knew of the elegant
experiments carried out with the newly developed
Cockcroft-Walton accelerators and new electronic instrumentation in the Cavendish. Amongst these were
Oliphant's investigations of the nuclear reactions which
occur when heavy hydrogen - deuterium - was used
as a projectile to bombard targets of the same material. This led to the discovery of another form of hydrogen, this time three times as heavy as normal hydrogen
and later named tritium.
At the same time a new form of helium of mass 3
was discovered.
We now know that such reactions are amongst
Continued on next page
15

October 1968
/

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY NEWS

the Maud Committee set up to control the aevelopment. But, at Quebec, Mr Churchill and President
Roosevelt agreed that this new development could most
safely be pursued in North America. A number of
British research teams were therefore sent overseas and
Oliphant led the one which went to Ernest Lawrence's
Laboratory in Berkeley. There an electromagnetic
method of separating pure U 235 - bomb material from natural uranium was worked out. A full scale
plant was later built at Oakridge and from it came the
material which was employed in the bomb dropped
on Hiroshima.
As with many other scientists involved, the use of
the two bombs against Japan and the implications of
the development for the future greatly worried Oliphant. There was kindled in him a deep interest in the
impact of technology on society which has continued
lo this day. He was one of the small, select group
which attended the first Pugwash Seminars set up to
consider such problems and he felt very strongly on
some points. Indeed he expressed his views on one occasion so vigorously that he was criticised by no less
a personality than Winston Churchill. That grand old
man believed that scientists should stick to science and
not meddle in politics.
Sir Mark Oliphant received the Honorary Degree, Doctor of
Science.

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Continued from previous page

those used for energy release in hydrogen bombs and
they may, someday, be the basis of a new power source
for mankind - the so-called thermonuclear or fusion
source.
On taking up his new Chair in Birmingham Oliphant proceeded to stir up a sleepy Department, extract
a large sum of money from Lord Nuffield and, with it,
began building what, at that time, was one of the biggest cyclotrons in the world. He was well on the way
and was already attracting front rank researchers to
his laborator·y, irictuding refugee scientists from troubled Europe 'of the -·calibre· of ·Rudolf Peierls and Otto
Frisch, when World War 11 broke out. The Birmingham Laboratory was taken over by H.M. Admiralty
and assigned the task of developing certain radar devices. Under Oliphant's vigorous leadership a revolutionary development of an oscillator tube called a magnetron was made. This became the heart of wartime
radar in the Western World and was one of the decisive technical break-throughs leading to allied victory.
Indeed, today, it is still the basis of most radars.
When it was realised in Britain, that a nuclear
bomb was a possibility Oliphant was invited to join
16

But Oliphant was undismayed and returned to his
laboratory to produce one of his best ideas. He saw
that, by varying both the magnetic field and the frequency of the accelerating pulses in a circular accelerator one could overcome the problem of the relativistic
mass increase and accelerate particles at essentially
constant radius. The same idea occurred to McMillan
in the USA and Veksler in the Soviet Union, independently, and at about the same time. The three men, in
fact, had independently invented the proton synchroton.
Oliphant proceeded to build such a machine for I ,OOO
million volt protons in Birmingham, and this worked
exceedingly well:
Jn 1947 with Florey, Hancock and Firth, Oliphant
became an academic adviser to the Interim Cou ncil of
the new Australian National University. He was so
fired with the idea that a year later he accepted appointment as the first Director of the Research School
of Physical Sciences to"be· formed fo the ANU and he
came to Canberra in 1950. From here the story is well
known to many of you. With characteristic vigour he
established the School, attracted first class staff, argued,
and even fought for money, equipment and buildings
to get Physics Research going. He sat on many Government Committees and led the Australian Delegation
to the 2nd In•ernational Congress on the Peaceful Uses
of Atomic Energy. And, in between times, he managed with a small group of Fellows of the Royal Society in Australia to establish the Australian Academy
of Science of which he was the first President (1954/57).
October I 968

Nobel Prizewinner Lord Todd received the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science

His work for science, the community and the British Commonwealth was recognised by H.M. the Queen
in 1959 when he was made a Knight Commander of
the British Empire.
Many other honours came his way; I shall not
catalogue them. Suffice it to say that by the time he
resigned from the Directorship of the School in late
1963 the work of the Laboratory was already known
and admired the world over. Since then he has devoted
himself to his personal researches and we have enjoyed
having him in the laboratory where his great wealth
of experience is still available to us.
Mark Oliphant is a great Australian. This University, in particular, and Science in Australia in general,
both owe him a great debt.
It is with great pleasure Mr Chancellor that I present to you Emeritus Professor Sir Mark Oliphant,
that you may confer on him the degree of Doctor of
Science, honoris causa.
LORD TODD: DOCTOR OF SCIENCE
(HONORIS CAUSA)

The Dean of the Research School of Chemistry
Professor A. J. Birch presented Lord Todd of TrumpOctober 1968

ington for the degree of Doctor of Science (honoris
causa) with following citation:Lord Todd is a man of many parts: a research
scientist of high calibre, a participant in Government
and industrial affairs, an outstanding educator and an
organiser of science. His example successfully contradicts the idea that scientists are only at home in laboratories.
A Scot, he left Glasgow first for Frankfurt and then
for Oxford, where he came under the influence of that
master of natural products chemistry, Sir Robert Robinson, with investigations of the pigments of flowers
and the metabolites of moulds. In 1934 he examined
the structure and synthesis of vitamin B 1 , then quite a
new kind of venture for the chemist, enabling this important vitamin to be made industrially for medical
_use. Research on other vitamins follQwed and also he
provided the chemical -basis for a new very popular
subject; hashish or marihuana. He moved from the
Lister Instit ute in London to Manchester in 1938, becoming one of the youngest professors ever appointed
at that percipient institution. His alternative opportunity to go down the brain-drain (not then invented)
in the direction of the California Institute of Technology he fortunately ignored.
Continued on next page
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On behalf of all three honorary graduates Sir Mark Oliphant thanked the Un iversity

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Continued from previous page

There is to us in retrospect a logical progression in
his scientific work, but it is characteristic that he probably saw the logic prospectively. Beginning with vitamins he then went on to inquire about their biological
significance as parts of coenzynie systems, which he
proceded to synthesise. Only a biochemist will recognise the importance of the substances labelled ATP,
FAD, UDPG and Co I and Co II, impottant basic
molecules for living processes which fell one by one
to his synthetic,,..assault, · They are related in chemical
type to the urilts• which 'combine in large numbers to
form the very large nuclei and molecules labelled by
perhaps more familiar letters RNA and DNA which
are the bases of genetic material in cells. The coenzyme
work therefore led logically to an attack on the structure of these nucleic acids. It is hard for anyone but
an organic chemist to realise the boldness then required
to enter such an unpromising experimental field, and
the organising ability and determination required to
bring the work to a successful end. The almost immediate result of the structure work was realisation of
the double helix structure, the basis of the mechanism
of reproduction of cells and their organisation as new
18

individuals. This, and the resulting genetic code, probably the greatest advance in biology in the last hundred years, although realised by others was made possible by structural work of Lord Todd. It was mainly
for this work that he was awarded in 1957 the Nobel
Prize for Chemistry. Other distinguished work such as
that on vitamin B 1 2 and aphid pigments I can only
note.
Lord Todd somehow found the time to be very
active on scientific and Government bodies: among
many other positions held, he has been President of the
Chemical Society, Chairman of the United Kingdom
Council on Scientific Policy and Chairman of the Commission of Inquiry into Medical Education. He is
Master of Christ's College Cambridge as well as Professor of Chemistry. He has been honoured with many
awards.
J cannot conclude without mentioning his personal
effect on many bright young men who learned not only
chemistry in Cambridge but also to try to emulate his
administrative talents , his grasp of affairs and his international interests. He has an uncanny ability to find
and to encourage the right people in the right places
from · academics to laboratory assistants and secretaries. l can recall the names of at least nine men from
my short time in Cambridge who were then young and
October 1968
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unproved and are now in major Chairs all over the
world. My personal recollections of Cambridge are
vivid. I recall turning up unexpectedly one cold January day in 1949, sent without notice by the Royal Society as a Research Fellow, to find the Laboratory, as
usual, full. Fortunately for me somebody failed to arrive and I finished on the one vacant bench next to an
outside door through which came the icy blasts of a
Cambridge winter. It speaks volumes for Lord Todd's
organising capacity and humanity that he succeeded in
rescuing me and soon put me down in more pleasant
surroundings. Now, of course, the new Laboratory
which he has since built in Cambridge has set a standard for laboratories, which we have tried to emulate
although not to copy in the Research School of Chemistry in Canberra.
Mr Chancellor, it gives me great personal pleasure
to present to you Alexander Robertus Todd, Lord
Todd of Trumpington, that you may confer on him the
Degree of Doctor of Science. honoris causa.
REPLY BY SIR MARK OLIPHANT

On behalf of all three honorary graduates, Sir Mark
Oliphant thanked the University:! thank you most sincerely for this honour, this
very great honour, which you have conferred on me
today. I am sure that in expressing thanks, I may
speak also for a far more distinguished recipient of an
honorary degree, Lord Todd.
And now Mr Nolan has given me the privilege of
adding a little to his expression of gratitude.
It is true, I believe, that great art is immortal. In
one hundred years, the work of the two men of science whom you have honoured today will have become
a small part of the history of man's search for knowledge of nature. Only a few scholars, if any, will know
our names, for by that time knowledge of the world in
which we live will have progressed far beyond its present boundaries. The past will be of little significance
to those who then delve into the mysteries of '!natter
and space, of life and the meaning of existence. Therefore, Lord Todd and I feel privileged to share the honours of today with one whose visualisation of past,
present and future will be giving increasing pleasure
to all humanity.
It was you, Mr Chancellor, when you visited England, I believe in 1946, whose eloquent description of
what this University was to be, persuaded Florey,
Hancock, Firth and me to become members of an
Academic Advisory Committee. I have vivid memories of our week-end meetings, usually in Florey's office
in the Pathology Department in Oxford, with Mr Foster as our secretary. We worked diligently, and had
advice and help from many in the formulation of a
structure and organisation for the four Research
October 1968

Schools which would bring to fulfilment the aims of
the founders, as incorporated in the Act of Parliament
establishing the University.
When, after visiting Canberra and meeting the
Interim Council, we were invited to come to Canberra
to establish the Research Schools, Sir Robert Robinson, the distinguished chemist in Oxford, remarked to
Florey and me that to move to Australia would be to
co:mmit scientific hara-kiri! He may have been right,
so far as my personal scientific work is concerned, but
he could not then foresee the deep satisfaction which
is mine in contemplating this magnificent University
which I helped, in a small way, to build.
When I left England in 1950, Florey said to me:
"I hope that you find more out there than a lot of
promises and a hole in the ground." His words were
prophetic, for that is exactly what greeted me! However, the promises rapidly became buildings and staff
and equipment.
A man of science necessarily regards himself as a
citizen of the world, for the pursuit of knowledge of
nature is a truly international activity, knowing no
boundaries of politics, creed or language. This does
not mean that my roots and my heart are not Australian. It does mean that I am immensely gratified to
find that this so-called National University has attracted staff and students from all over the world, and is
now one of the most international institutions in Australia. Understanding between nations, and the sharing of ideals and ideas, will lead inevitably, in the end,
to the sharing of wealth and the promotion of permanent peace. I have a supreme faith in humanity. Despite the present storms and tensions, I am convinced
that mankind will be united in its aims more rapidly
than we think possible, and that this University will
play a not insignificant part in reaching that goal.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Canberry Creekers
Sir - In your June issue I find that Professor Hancock is looking for a name for a proposed association
of Australian National University Graduates.
And at once Canberry Creekers comes to my mind.
Not only was Canberry the original name by which Sullivan's Creek was known to the early settlers - see Mitchell's Map of 1832, for which research was done in
this area three to four years earlier. where, as far as
I know, the name of Canberry was first placed on record - but, as we all know, the early name given to
this modest creek is now, in a modern form, given to
a ship, a type of aeroplane and our national capital. _
Canberry Creekers suggests to me both the youthful
sport of yabby catching and the arthritic end of life.
Gwendoline Wilson Ewens
Franklin Street
Forrest - Canberra
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Mr Justice Eggleston
new Pro-Chancellor

Mr Justice R. M. Eggleston

The University's new Pro-Chancellor Mr. Justice
R. M. Eggleston has been described by his former college tutor as "one of four very able Queen's College,
Melbourne, law students who graduated in successive
years and later achieved great distinction".
Mr Eggleston, a Judge of the Commonwealth Industrial Court, of the Supreme Court of the Australian
Capital Territory, and of the Supreme Court of Norfolk
Island, was elected to the office of Pro-Chancellor on
12 July. Speaking for Council when the election was
announced, the Vice-Chancellor Sir John Crawford
said: "We consider ourselves most fortunate that Mr
Eggleston has accepted this important office. His great
personal qualities will make him a valued adviser to
the University". Mr Eggleston is the second ProChancellor. The office had previously been held since
its inception in 1959 by Dr Coombs until he became
Chancellor on 10 May this year.
As Pro-Chancellor, Mr Eggleston will chair meetings of Council when the Chancellor is not present. He
will help to advise the University on policy matters and
take an active part in the work of Council and its committees. .H e will also preside over those ceremonial
occasions which the Chancellor cannot attend. His
first ceremoni.al duty has been to install Dr Coombs as
Chancellor.
·20

In his own university studies Richard Eggleston
showed considerable promise not only in the law but
in philosophy. He graduated in 1930 with a first class
honours degree in law and the Supreme Court Judges'
Prize, awarded to the top student of the year. The
other three "very able" students with whom he was
compared by his former tutor Dr J. F. Foster, Secretary-General of. the Association of . Commonwealth
Universities, were Sir Douglas Menzies of the High
Court Bench, Sir Allen Brown Australian Ambassador
to Ja pan, and the late Prime Minister Mr Harold Holt.
Well-known for his active interest in universities,
he was appointed by the Commonwealth Government
to conduct an lnq uiry into Academic Salaries in 1964.
Another notable office held by him is that of President
of the Trade Practices Tribunal, set up under the Trade
Practices Act 1965-67.
In his future close c.onnection with the University,
the new Pro-Chancellor will be following a distinguished relative, the late Sir Frederick Eggleston, after whom
one of the major roads of the University site was named . . Sir Frederick, who was Mr Eggleston's uncle, was
also a lawyer, and at one time Australian Minister to
China; he was a member of the University's Interim
Council, and contributed greatly to the thinking behind the foundation of the Research School of Pacific
Studies.
October 1968
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University investigating results
of Inedical conference
The University is investigating two separate questions arising from the international conference on "Medical Practice and the Community" held in the John
Curtin School of Medical Research from 26-30 August.
One of the lines of investigation is concerned with the
question of whether the University should institute an
undergraduate medical school; in this connection the
Dean of the John Curtin School Professor F. Fenner
is convening a committee to study the results of the
Conference and its implications. The committee will
report its findings to Council.
The second matter under consideration arose out
of what was perhaps the most significant point to arise
from the discussions: the view, strongly expressed, that
there is at present a striking lack of information about
medical services of all kinds and about the incidence
of disease and disability. Careful studies are urgently
needed in the broad areas of medical sociology and
medical economics, and it was suggested by a number
of speakers that this University is singularly well placed to initiate research into these problems. Attention
is being given to ways in which studies of this kind
might be set up within the University.
The Conference, which was attended by fifty-seven
members, from all parts of Australia as well as from
Britain, USA and New Zealand, took the form of discussions based on previously prepared and circulated
papers. As a result of the disciplines represented at the
conference - members included medical practitioners,
medical scientists, heads of medical schools, hospital
administrators, sociologists, economists, a social worker and a hospital matron - a wide range of issues
connected with medical practice was discussed. The
complete proceedings are being prepared for early publication by the joint editors, Professor R. G. Brown,
Professor of Social Administration at Flinders University, and Professor H. M. Whyte, Head of the Department of Clinical Science, John Curtin School of Medical Research. As may be expected from any conference of that size, varying opinions were expressed on
many subjects, but there was a general consensus that
"personal care" of the patient which is at present primarily the concern of the general practitioner was a
most important part of the health services expected by
the community. It was suggested that special measures
may be needed to ensure the continued availability of
medical graduates with appropriate qualifications and
motivation. Some changes in hospital arrangement
October 1968

may be desirable in order to provide a more comprehensive service and training.
The Chancellor Dr H. C. Coombs who, as President of the Conference, opened the proceedings drew
attention to the economic and social factors involved
in medical practice. "Generally in our economic system scientific and technological change combined with
improved organisation, enables us to provide desired
commodities more cheaply," he said. "Indeed it is this
growing productivity - the production of more goods
and services per unit of labour - which provides the
basis for many standards of income throughout at least
the industrialised world. It is a peculiarity ·of many
services including medical care, that while the practitioners reasonably enough expect to participate in the
many levels of income, it is difficult for them to reduce
the number of persons involved in its provision. In the
medical profession, also, the rapidly changing character of the care provided is involving increasing resources of capital and manpower. Consequently, if one
regards medical care as an economic commodity it is
one which both the individual and the community
through the state must expect to pay more for. While
it is true that the individual is getting a different, and
we assume a better, product it is requiring a larger
share of his income. From the community point of
view, it would I feel be helpful if there were some kind
of calculus of benefit against which one could test the
rising costs."
The Vice-Chancellor Sir John Crawford returned
to the subject of the economics and the sociology of
the "~ealth industry" when he opened the third day's
sessions. "The scope for collaboration of sociologist,
economist and medico is enormous and urgent" he concluded, after earlier having· said: " we appear to know
so little about customer and practitioner alike, about
what moves a patient to co-operate or not, about what
happens to patients after treatment, about what makes
a student choose this or that direction for his work,
what the cost of this or that structure would be, whether there are manpower problems inherent in the
trends we think we see, whether future costs of medicine are frightening or bearable and so forth and so
on," and he suggested that whatever the University
decided to do about formal education, "it could usefully supplement the sporadic efforts now being made
in Australia to develop medical sociology and medical
economics".
21

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY NEWS

STAFF CHANGES
Appointments
INSTITUTE OF ADY ANCED STUDIES
Dr G. A. Horridge, Reader in Zoology, St Andrews University, as a Professor in the Reseairch School of Biological
Sciences.
Dr W. J. C/ifJ, Fellow in the Department of Experimental
Pathology, as Senior Fellow in the Department.
Dr D . H. Green, Fellow in the Department of Geophysics
and Geochemistry, as Senior Fellow in the Department.
Dr K. J. Lafferty, Fellow in the Department of Experimental
Pathology, as Senioir Fellow in the Department.
Dr I. McDougall, Fellow in the Department of Geophysics
and Geochemistry, as Senior Fellow in the Department.
Dr B. A. Robson, Fellow in the Department of Theoretical
Physics, as Senior Fellow in the Department.
Dr G. B . Robertso11, Lecturer, School of Molecular Sciences,
University of Warwick, England as Senior Fellow in the Research School of Chemistry.
Dr J. D. A llingham, Associate Professor, Department of
Sociology, University of Western Ontario, as Fellow in the
Department of Demography.
Dr D. J. Faulkner, Queen Elizabeth II Fellow, Department
· of Astronomy, as Fellow in the Department.
Dr G. A. R . .io/111sto11, Research .t<ellow, Department of
Physiology, as Fellow in the Department.
Dr P. J. Rimmer, Research Fellow in the Department of
Geography, as Fellow in the Department.
Dr D. C . Shaw, Research Fellow, Department of Biochemistry, as Fellow in the Department.
Dr C. Barlow, Economist, Rubber Research Institute of
Malaya, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, as Senior Research
Fellow in the Department of Economics (RSPacS) .
Dr J. A. Dowie, Lecturer in Economic History, University
of Kent, Canterbury, England, as Senior Research Fellow in
the Department of Economic History.
Mr S. K. Gupta, Director of Reseairch, Indian Council of
World Affairs, as Senior Research Fellow in the Department
of International Relations.
Dr P. J. Lloyd, Assistant Professor of Economics, Michigan
State University, as Senior Research Fellow in the Department
of Economics.
Dr Nancy Bowers, Diorector of the Undergraduate Program
in Anthropology, Duke University, USA, as Research Fellow
in the New Guinea Research Unit.
Dr B. G . Cleland, Visiting Scholar, Department of Physiology, Northwestern University, USA, as Research Fellow in
the Department of Physiology.
Dr C. E. Dobbin, Lecturer and Tutor in Modern and Asian
History. University of Lancaster, England, as Research Fellow
in the Department of Pacific History.
.
Dr B . M. Foxman , Research Associate, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, as Research Fellow in the Research
School of Chemistry.
Dr M. Janado , Assistant Professor, Faculty of Education,
Kagoshima Univeorsity, Japan, as Research Fellow in the Department of Physica-1 Biochemistry.
.
Dr R. L,._ Jones , Post doctoral Fellow, Faculty of Medicine,
University of British Columbia, ·as Research Fellow in the
Department of Medical Chemistry.
Dr B. A. Lockwood, a postgraduate student in the Department of Economics, (RSPacS) , as Research Fellow in the
Depar1rncnt.
Dr i-J. Maddox, Lecturer in Educational Sociology, Unive!"sity College of North Wales, as Research Fellow in the
Education Research Unit.
.
Dr Z. Marcus , postgraduate student in the Hadassah Medical School of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, as Research
Fellow in the Department of Experimental Pathology.
Dr S. A . Meski11 , postgraduate student at the City University of New Yoork, as Research Fellow in the Department
of Mathematics.
·
,
Mr. G. W. Mortimore, Lecturer in the Department of Philosophy. University of Lancaster, England, as Research Fellow
in the Department of Philosophy.
22

Dr C. J. Piluso, Tektronix Fellow and Research Assistant
in the Department of Physics, University of Oregon, as Research Fellow in the Depa'ftment of Nuclear Physics.
Dr S. C. Sharma, Postgraduate Research Scholar at University of Sydney, as Research Fellow in the Department of
Medical Chemistry.
Dr P. J. Sheehan , Part-time Tuto'f in Philosophy Departments of the Universities 9f Melbourne and La Trobe, as
Research Fellow in the Depaortment of Philosophy.
Dr M. Singarimbun, Temporary Research Assistant, Department of Economics, as Research Fellow in the Department of Demography.
Dr A. J. Strathern , Research Fellow, Trinity College, Cambridge, as Research Fellow in the Department of Anthrnpology and Sociology.
Mr W. F. Webb, postgraduate scholar in Medicine, University of New South Wales, as Wellcome Research Fellow
in the Department of Clinical Science for one year from
1 August 1968.
Dr S . Whineray, Postdoctoral Fellow, Niels Bohr Institute,
Denmark, as Research Fellow in the Depaortment of Nuclear
Physics.
Mr W. M . Zuk , Lecturer in the Department of Physics,
Queen's University, Ontario, as Research Fellow in the Department of Nuclear Physics.
Professor A . R. Clapham, F.R.S. , Depaortinent of Botany,
Sheffield University, as Visiting Fellow in the Research
School of Biological Sciences for three months after June
1969.
Mr D . N. Chester, Warden of Nuffield College, Oxford, as
Visiting Fellow in the Department of Political Science for
about six weeks from mid-August 1968.
Professor R. J. Dubos, Professor of Pathology and Microbiology , Rockefeller University, U.S.A. as Visiting Fellow in
the Department of Microbiology for two weeks from 30 August 1968.
Dr A 1111ette B. Fox, Research Associate of the Institute of
Wa•r and Peace Studies at Columbia University, as Visiting
Fellow in the Department of International Relations.
Professor W. T. R. Fox, Professor of International Relations
and Director of the Institute of War and Peace Studies at
Columbia University, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of
Intt!!"national Relations.
.
Dr B. D. Graham, Reader in Politics, University of Sussex,
England, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of Political
Science, for six months from I October 1969.
Dr J. B. Hair, Senior Cytologist, Botany Division, of the
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Christchurch, New Zealand, as Visiting Fellow in the Research
School of Biological Sciences from mid-August 1968.
Dr B. Hartley , Mathematics Institute, University of Warwick, England, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of
Mathematics from July 1969.
Professor Sir Leonard Huxley, as Visiting Fellow in the
Ion Diffusion Unit foor one yeai: from 1 July 1968..
Professor Delmar Karlen, Director of the Institute of
Judicial Administration at New York University, as Visiting
Fellow in . the-. Department of Law from I February to 1 May
1969.
Profesor T. C. Koopman, Cowles Foundation for Economic
Research, Yale University, as Visiting Fellow in the Depa'"tments of Economic History and Economics for approximately
six weeks.
·
Professor H. W . LeFevre, Associate Professor of Physics,
University of Oregon, as Visiting Fellow in the Department
of Nuclear Physics, for approximately one year from August
1968.
Dr U. Luttge, Dozent of Botany, Botanical Institute in
Darmstadt, Germany, as · Visiting Fellow in · the Research
School of Biological Sciences for twelve months from August
1968.
Dr T. N. Madan , Senior Fellow at the Institute of Economic
Growth, Delhi, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology for three months from June 1969.
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Professor R . S. Mishra, Dean, Faculty of Science, Allahabad
University, India, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of
Mathematics for three months from I May 1969.
Professor J. F. Northy, Dean, Faculty of Law, University
of Auckland, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of Law,
for three or four months from February 1969.
Dr H. G. Pereira, Director of World Influenza Center,
World Health Organisation, as a Visiting Fellow in the Department of Microbiology for about two weeks in December
1968.
Professor R. S. Peters, Professor of Philosophy of Education, Institute of Education, London, as Visiting Fellow in the
Department of Philosophy fO'f four months from 1 May 1969.
Dr A. M. Reid, Department of Earth Sciences, University
of California (San Diego), as Visiting Fellow in the Department of Geophysics and Geochemistry for nine months from
mid-1968.
Dr A. R. Sandage, Mount Wilson and Palomar Observatories, California, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of
Astronomy for one yea'!' from July 1968.
Dr J. H. Voigt, formerly postgraduate student at Oxford
University as Visiting Fellow in the Department of History
from July 1968.
Dr Y. R . Waghmare, Physics Department, Indian Institute
of Technology, Kampur, India, as Visiting Fellow in the Department of Theoretical Physics for two months from 1 May
1968.
.
Dr J. S . Western, Senior Lecturer in Government, University of Queensland, as Visiting Fellow in the Education Research Unit for about six weeks from mid-November 1968.
Professor A. E . Whitford, Lick Observatocy, as Visiting
Fellow in the Department of Astronomy for about six months
from October 1968.
Professor R . L . Armstrong, Professor of Geology, Yale
University, granted status of Honora'!'y Fellow while working
in the Department of Geophysics and Geochemistry for ~ix
months from mid-September 1968 under a Guggenheim Fellowship.
Professor F. K . Crowley, Prnfessor, School of History,
University of New South Wales, granted status of Honorary
Fellow while working in the Department of History for about
six months from January 1968.
Dr R . W. Compans, formerly Research Student, Rockefeller
University, U.S.A. grnnted status of Honorary Research Fellow
while working in the Department of Microbiology for one year
from July 1968 under an American Cancer Society Postdoctoral Fellowship.
Dr C. E . Davis, formerly postgraduate student at Colorado
State University, granted status of Honora'!'y Research Fellow
while working in the Research School of Chemistry for
twelve months from I July 1968 under a National Institute
of Health Fellowship.
Dr D . J . Patmore, formerly postgraduate student, University
of Alberta, granted status of Honora'l'y Research Fellow
while working in the Research School of Chemistry for twelve
months from the end of September 1968 under a National
Research Council of Canada Fellowship.
Mr L. G. Wanzer, forme'fly postgraduate student, University
of Ohio, granted status of Honorary Research Fellow while
working in the Research School of Chemistry for twelve
months from June 1968 under a National lnstitutes of Health
Fellowship.

Dr E . L . Sobel, Assistant Professor in Statistics in the
University of British Columbia, grartted status of Honorary
Research Fellow in the Depa'l'tment of Statistics during his
nine months' visit, on a Fulbright awat"d.

Resignations
INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDIES
Professor J. A. Barnes, Head of the Department of Anthropology and Sociology, from a date to be determined in 1969
to an appointment as Professor of Sociology in the University
of Cambridge.
Professor K . Mahler, Depa'l'tment of Mathematics, from
24 September 1968 to an appointment as Professor of Mathematics in Ohio State University.
Dr W . Buscombe, Senior Fellow in the Department of
Astronomy, from August 1968 to an appointment as Professor of Astronomy, Northwestern University, Illinois, USA.
Dr E. G . Cleary, Senior Research Fellow in Experimental
Pathology, from 3 January 1969 to an appointment in the
University of Adelaide.
Dr V. Diab, Senior Research Fellow in the Department of
Mathematics, from 18 October 1968 to return to duty at the
Charles University, Prague.
Dr R. T. Baxter, Research Fellow in the Department of
TheO'fetical Physics, from August 1968 to an appointment as
Lecturer in Mathematics at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, USA.
Dr P. B. Ghosh, Research Fellow in the Department of
Medical Chemistry, from July 1968 to an appointment with
Riker Research Laboratories, Thornleigh, NSW.
Dr R. C. Kennedy, Research Fellow in the Department of
Theoretical Physics, from Ma:y 1968 t9 an appointment with
the Boeing Company, Seattle, Wa-shington.

SCHOOL OF GENERAL STUDIES
Mr J . G. Head, Senio'I' Lecturer in the Department of Accounting and Public Finance, from May 1968 to an appointment as Professor of Economics at Dalhousie University in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Dr J. J. Coulton, Lecturer in Classics, from 31 December
1968 to an appointment in the University of Manchester.
Mr Sean Glynn, Lecturer in Economic History, from 2 December 1968 to an appointment in the Unive'l'sity of Kent,
Canterbury, England.

SCHOOL OF GENERAL STUDIES
Mr R . J . Bennetts, Chief Political Correspondent for the
Melbourne Age, based in Singapore, as Senior Lecturer in
the Department of Political Science.
M r D. A . Dixon, Assistant Professor of Economics. University of Calgary, as Lecturer in the Department of 'Economics.
Mr D. C. Pearce, Senior Legal Officer, Attorney-General's
Department, Canberra, as Lecture'!' in the Department of Law.
Dr M . Rasmussell, Research Fellow in Chemistry, University
of Sussex, England, as Lecturer in the Department of Chemistry.
Dr R. D . McAlpine, formerly postgraduate student, University of Pennsylvania, USA, granted status of Honorary
Research Fellow while working in the D epartment of Chemistry on a postdoctoral fellowship awarded by the National
Research Council of Canada.
October 1968

Directorship for former
Research Scholar
Dr J. H . Broomfield, a Research Scholar of the
Australian National University from 1960 to 1963,
was recently appointed Director, Centre for South and
South-East Asian Studies, University of Michigan.
U.S.A. Dr Broomfield is an Associate Professor of
History and his first book Elite Conflict in a Plural
Society: Twentieth-Century Bengal was published by
the University of California Press early this year.
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Research School of Chemistry

The new . buildirigfor .tlw . Research School of Chemistry combines the most modern laboratory facilities with attractive design. Top picture, the lecture theatre-library wing forms a focal
point on the exterior. The wing extends from the foyer of
the building, right, which features a suspended stairway. Above,
the two Foundation Professors of the School; Professor D. P.
Craig (left) and Professor A. J. Birch, Dean of the School, dis.cuss the experiments undertaken by the three sections, organic
chemistry, physical and theoretical chemistry, and inorganic ehemistry. The Professors encourage staff members to pursue research
of special relevance to Australia. (Full report of opening of the
School begins on page 8).
24

]

October 1968

