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ABSTRACT

This thesis describes the phonology and grammar of
MalakMalak, an Australian Aboriginal language spoken by a
dwindling nunber of speakers on the Daly River, Western

Arnhem Land, about one hundred miles south-west of Darwin.

The Introduction outlines the geographical location and
linguistic classification of the language, reviews previous
descriptive work and explains the orientation of the present

description.

Chapter 1 describes the Phonology of MalakMalak in terms
of phonemes, syllables, phonological words and phonological
phrases. There are fourteen consonant phonemes and five
vocalic phonemes. One hundred and.three two-consonant and
twenty-nine three-consonant clusters have been attested, but
no vocalic ones. Diphthongs have been iﬁterpreted as [V+glide],
and a sandhi rule operates to handle vocalic contiquity across
word—boundarieé within the Verb Complex. There are two types
of phonological word according to stress-placement, and there

is a variety of phonological phrases defined by intonation

pattern.

Chapter 2 defines and describes the Word (Classes which
have been set up for the language. They are: noun, adjectival,
pronoun, detictic specifier, adverb, particle, interjection,

verb root, auxiliary.

Chapter 3 describes the morphology of the Auxiliary and
the Verb Root, the Noun and the lexical Adjective, which

together constitute the most productive areas of the grammar.

Chapter 4 'describes the sentential syntax of MalakMalak,
the syntax of the Verb Complex and Verb Complex complementation,

and the syuntax of the Noun Phrase.

Three MalakMalak texts are included in an appendix with

interlinear and free translations.
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indicates that the elements
between which it occurs are

bound
> becomes:
. e indicates inexhaustive listing

The use of raised 1 and Y as the phonetic convention for
fronted and rounded glides, respectively, follows Pike (1947,

p. 45 fn 1). Other phonetic conventions also follow Pike
(1947).
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INTRODUCTION

0.1 MalakMalak is an Australian Aboriginal language
spoken by a dwindling number ofbAboriginals on the Daly
River, Western Arnhem Land, about one hundred miles south-
west of Darwin. .There are currently not more than twenty
speakers for onlybnine of whom it is the mother-tongue.
The outlook for the language 1is bléak. Seven of thesé
nine are a family of unmarried brothers and sisters who
appear resigﬁed to the celibacy demanded of them by their
late mother. The eighth is the aged father of the family.
The ninth is Solomon, the son of my original informant,
the late Harry Put’Put’. The former is himself ageing and

unwell and his ten year old son speaks rather more English

than MalakMalak.

Historically, MalakMalak territory is situated on the
north side of the Daly River, with the boundary aBout sixty
miles from the mouth (Stanner 1933; Capell 1963). Most of
the surviving speakers live on the north side at Wooliéna.
Stanner's topogréphical description of the Daly River (op.
cit. pp. 380; 385) estimates the area of Aboriginal habitation
to have been a "narrow strip of country, less than twenty
miles long, on the alluvial flats between the middle and
lower reaches of the ... river." It is originally to the
MalakMalak that this settled strip of country belonged,

according to Stanner (op. cit).
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The tribal name of the MalakMalak is Telikan. The

language MalakMalak may not in fact be the original
appellation. In 1909 Sidney Ray published a short article
on a language which he reports Father Conrath, the then
resident missionary on the Daly River, as calling Ngolok-
Wanggar. This language is unquestionably MalakMalak. It
has been suggested (Berndt, 1964: p.37) that MalakMalak was
a dubbing by white settlers. The argument of naming by
association with the mullock heaps besiée which this people
were said to have dwelt (Berndt, op.cit.) appears less
plausible than the straightforward perversion of nuluk (from
Ngolok-Wanggar) =-nuluk means language in MalakMalak - into
Mulluk (the customary spelling) by the substitution of a

bilabial for a dorso-velar nasal word-initially.

The truth of the situétion will probably never be known,
these suggestions being based less on evidence than inference.
Even so, the very possibility that the name currently accepted
by the speakers of the language (and these show no awareness
of any historical change of name) could have been thought of
as resqlting from the dubbing, wﬁether through association
or perversion, by non-native settlers, provides a telling
index of the imﬁact of the Europeans and the Chinese on the

tribal remnants l1iving on the Daly River.

By Stanner's estimate (op. cit. p.381) the period of
intensive copper mining extended from 1895 to 1915. He also
estimates the European and Chinese population during this

period as numbering well over one hundred.



0.2 HMalakmalak is a member of the Daly Family which
comprises nine distinct languages and ten dialects (Tryon

1974), as in the following table (cp. language-map, p. xiii):
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0.3 The earliest dated linguistic work on MalakMalak is
a paper delivered by Rev. Adolph Kristen S.J. at the First
Australian Catholic Congress, Sydney, in September 1900. 1In
this paper Kristen presents a short text in an unnamed
language and proceeds to parse it. The language is MalakMalak
which is also the subject of an undated grammar of 214 pp.
by Kristen. Again, the language is unnamed and referred to
simply as aboriginal language. This work is divided into
two parts. Part I is a section of thirty pages on the
pronunciation of the language; Part II is mainly concerned
with the classification of words and demonstrates that the
author had developed a fairly sensitive underétanding of the
language. But his often keen 1inguisti¢ intelligence woﬁld
occasionally enter into conflict with his theological

imagination, as in his attempts to relate aboriginal language

(sic) to Hebrew.

An undated notebook was found among the papers of Rev.
Donald MacKillop, S.J. in which several MalakMalak conjugation

paradigms are listed with a high degree of accuracy.

W. Schmidt (1902 p.l104) quotes some examples f;om
MalakMalak. S.H. Ray (1909) gives some morphological notes
and a wordlist of sixty-eight items based on an interview
with Father Conrath of the Daly River Mission. Capell and
Elkin (1937) list adjectival and pronominal concord classes.
Capell (1937) mentions the pronominal system once more.
Capell (1940) discusses MalakMalak noun classes and gives a

word list of nineteen items. Tryon (1968) in his survey
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of all the languages constituting the Daly Family gives a
ninety-five item wordlist. Tryon (1970a) discusses noun
classification and adjectival concord in MalakMalak (and
other Daly River languages). Tryon (1970b) gives a brief
structural sketch of MalakMalak while Tryon (1974) gives a
more expanded structural sketch of ﬁhe language primarily
for the purpose of its comparison with other members of

the Daly Family.

0.4 This thesis describes the basic phonological and
grammatical facts of MalakMalak, based on material collected
over the period from July 1971 to April 1972 and from April
to August 1973. 1In presenting these facts the aim.has
been to describe the language on its own terms as far as
this is possible. That is to say, it was deliberately
decided to let the nature of the language itself determine,
fof the most part, the form of the description. This
description has not, therefore, Been cast in any particular
theoretical mould. While acknowledging the theoretical
limitations of this approach it must Be stated thatbthe
orientation of this work is not towards linguistic theory

- that is something to be left for subsequent research.

Chapter 1 describes the Phonology of MalakMalak in
terms of phonemes, syllables, phonological words and

phonological phrases.

In Chapters 2, 3 and 4 the essentials of the grammar
are presented in a function-oriented way. Chapter 2 defines
and describes the Word Classes and their functions. Chapter

3 describes the grammatical core of MalakMalak in that it



describes the morphology of the auxiliary and the verb
root, the noun and the lexical adjective, which together

constitute the most productive areas of the grammar.

0.41 The auxiliary is a free form occupying a role
of crucial importance within sentence structure, as
encoder of person, number, fense, mood and aspect. The
free subject NP is repeated within the Verb Complex as a
subject person marker prefixed toithe auxiliary. The
free object NP is repeated within the Verb Complex as an
object pronoun suffixed-to the auxiliary. The verb root
and the aquxiliary constitute the nucleus of the Verb

Complex (v. 4.13) which can be expanded by the addition of

an adverb.

The auxiliary comprises six conjugations, five of
which have, as well as the grammaticai functions already
cited, both a semantic and a deictic function. The

exception is Conjugation 1 (v. 3.11l).-

Conjugation -2 has the semantic function of "movement”
Conjugation 3 has the semantic function of "movement"
Conjugation 4 has the semantic function of "sitting"
Conjugation 5 has the semantic function of "lying"
Conjugation 6 has the semantic function of "standing"”
The deictic function divides these five conjugations into
two groupings: Conjugations 2, 3 and 6 carry the deictic
meaning "far away from the speaker'"; Conjugations 4 and 6

carry the deictic meaning "in the vicinity of the speaker'.



The auxiliary, its functions and affixes are discussed in

sections 3.11 to 3.19 (inclusive).

0.42 The Verb Root has the role of "lexical" verb
and, except when functioning as a reduced sentence (v.
Chapter 4, example 421), as a Verb Complex complement
(v. 4.14.1(&)) or as a Positive Imperative (v. 4.16.1(b)),
it is accompanied within the Verb Complex by an Auxiliary.
When they occur together the Verb Root almost always

precedes the Auxiliary.

There are, however, constraints operating on the
co—occurrenée of‘ceftain Verb Roots with certain Auxiliary
Conjugations (v. 4.17). 1t has not been pdssible, at
this stage, to formulate any satisfactory explanatory

hypothesis for the existence of these constraints.

0.43 MalakMalak is a multiple classifying'language
(Capell 1940) which classifies Nouns into four classes
(v. 3.26): (1) plants and vegetable foods; (2) animals
hunted for meat; (3) trees; (4) a residual class

including everything else.

There is a system of adjective/noun concord for a closed
set of seven adjectives (v. 3.27) which reflects not the noun
classes but the four prefixed third singular person-markers

within the aquxiliary paradigm (v. 3.11 - 3.16).

0.44 Chapter 4 is entitled Syntax, but syntactic
functions are at least implicit in the descriptions of both
the Word (Classes and the Morphology. The sentential syntax

of MalakMalak is relatively simple. With the exception of
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Conditionals (v. 4.12.1) there is no formal marking of
co-ordination and subordination. These relations are
indicated by the juxtaposition of sentences (v. 4.12).
Following the sentential syntax, Chapter 4 goes on to
describe the syntax of the Verb Complex (v. 4.13; 4.15;
4.16; 4.17) and Verb CompZex Complementation v. 4.14)

and the syntax of the Noun Phrase (v. 4.18; 4.19).

Three texts are appended, with interlinear and free

translations, further to illustrate the points discussed

in the grammar.
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CHAPTER 1

THE PHONOLOGY OF MALAKMALAK

1.1 CONSONANTS. There are fourteen consonantal
phonemes: four stops p t ey k, four nasals m n nY Ns

two laterals 1 ly, one vibrant (flapped) Y, one continuant

r, and two semi-consonants w y.

1.11 Consonantal Contrasts. The stops contrast at
bilabial, apico-alveolar, lamino-alveolar, and dorso-velar

points of articulation.

Word-initial examples:

pak sit
tufk drink
tutk ‘ bury
kak : hurt

Word-medial examples:

apap : sick, tired
mata rain
mat”an foot
akak vomit

Word-final examples:
pap rush

pat - Fly

pit? rub firesticks together

pik rope



1.12 The nasal phonemes m n nY n are voiced and
contrast at bilabial, apico-alveolar, lamino-alveolar, and

dorso-velar points of articulation.

- Word-initial examples:

man stomach

nan that (demonstrative)
natn’at ehip wood

natnat be unable to fix something

Word-medial examples:

aman now

o Yoo
pon”o banyan
pana father
pana again

Word-final examples:

pam put
nan comparative particle
tin”

try (adverb)

tan mix (intr.)

1.13 The lateral phonemes are voiced and contrast at
apico-alveolar and lamino-alveolar points of articulation.

Word-medial examples:

yilik  lily-root

yi1?i bubble
Word-final examples:

nul penis

nu1? sea-breeze

Of the two lateral phonemes only the apico-alveolar can

occur word-initially.
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1.14 The vibrant (flapped) ¥ is apico-alveolar

contrasting with the semi-~consonant post-alveolar frictionless

continuant r:

Word-medial examples:
AR
miri sun
miri tears
Word-final examples:
tay bite

tar erush
Neither ¥ nor r occur in word-initial position.

1.15 The semi-consonants w and y are voiced and
contrast at the bilabial and lamino-palatal points of

articulation.

Word-initial examples:
wapi take walk stone

yipi leave yalk moon

Word-medial examples:

tawut blood t7eys shark

1.16 Consonantal Variants.

/p/ [p] (i) voiceless bilabial étop, occurring word-
initially and word—finally:-
payak [ payak] baék
larap [1arap] bind
1

(ii) word-finally, released and unreleased

allophones alternate:

1
A raised consonant represents an unreleased consonant.



(r]
/el [t]

[a]
/7] Y]

[a7]

13

tap [tap ~ taf ] grab
voiced bilabial stop, occurring intervocacically,
and following voiced consonants:

tapak [ tabak] break

tumpurk [ tumbu¥k] hiccough

(i) voiceless apico-alveolar stop, occurring
word-initially and word-finally, and following

a voiceless consonant:

tat? [talt¥] hit
tat [tat] see/find
tiktat [tikent] look back

(ii) word—finallyl released and unreleased
voiceless allophones alternate:

Y e

gyot [eZeyst .~ t7

t eySt] red kangaroo

voiced apico-alveolar stop, occurring:

intervocalically, and following voiced consonants:

titit [tidttj cheeky yam

anta [andn] allright

(i) voiceless lamino-alveolar stop, occurring
word-initially and word-finally:

tYiyit? [t9iyit?] pick up
(ii) word-finally, released and unreleased
voiceless allophones alternate:

y t7

y lyinmeyit? . yinmeyi ]

vinmeyit
little (plm)
voiced lamino~alveolar stop, occufring inter-—

vocalically, and following voiced consonants:
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at?an [ad?An] grandmother
yentlir [yend?.r] dew
/k/ [ k] (i) voiceless dorso-velar stop, occurring

word-initially and word-finally:

kak [ kak] hurt
(ii) word-finally, released and unreleased
voiceless allophones alternate:

Yitak [mind7tak =~ mindygyak]

mint
emphatiec pronoun

[g] voiced dorso-velar stop, occurring intervocal-

lically, and following voiced consonants:

kakak [ kagak] long way
ponkol [ pongol] knee
/1/ voiced apico-alveolar lateral resonant,

occurring word-initially, word-medially, and

word-finally:

1. lak [1ak] : eat (meat)
2. 95151 [£Y5151] go down (both recede
(of water) and descend)
3. palpal [paipall wide
[1] velarized lateral, conditioned by an immediately

preceding high open back rounded vowel, occurring,
either by itself or as the fi;st member of a
cluster whose second member is the voiced dorso-
velar stop [g]
kul [ ku1l stab (turtle)
mulk [mulg] bamboo

pulk [pulg] baby chicken
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/vyl [i] Fronted on- or off-glide:
yalk [ialk] moon
yoyo [16i8 he stands up/
lies down (v. 3.15; 3.16)
ey [ei] spear (verb root)
[w/ [h] Rounded on-glide:
walk [Yaik] stone
1.2 VOWELS. There are five vocalic phonemes in
MalakMalak:
/i/ high close front unrounded
/el mid open front unrounded
/o/ mid close retracted front unrounded
/al/ low open ceﬁtral unrounded
/u/ high open back rounded

1.21 Vocalic Contrasts

mi

te

to

ma

mu
yelik
yoyowa
yuyuwa

larap

food (non-meat)
meat

hole

wallaby

goose

liver

3sgmSP.5/6 (Pres) he lies down/stands up
3sgmSP.5/6 (Past) he lay down/stood up

bind

All vowels have slightly nasalized allophones between nasals:

nimpit

menkit

(nimbit] swag

[mEngit] white cockatoo
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montol [mondol ] shoulder

y

nan [n&n”]

bush cucumber
nun [r)ﬁn] detctic specif’z:er’

1.22 Vocalic Variants

Phoneme Allophone Description Examples
[i/ [i] High close front - . mi [mi] food
unrounded vocoid pi [pi] go

occurring as the
norm of the phoneme.

[v] High open front yinin [yinin] nose
unrounded vocoid ti¥in [tern] turtle
occurring in un-
stressed syllables.

It occurs as

carrier of primary
stress only when
immediately preceded,
or immediately fol-
lowed, by a fronted
on-glide, e.g. ginya
[itnYal (initiated)

man, piyip [piTup]

sick.
[e] Mid close front pi! [pé!] go! (Verb
unrounded vocoid Root imperative)

occurring only in
the following

stressed syllable:-



Phoneme

Allophone

17

Description Examples

/el

/o/

/a/

[e]

[5]

[a]

[ae]

Mid open front te [te] meat
unrounded vocoid pe [pe] golden catfish
and the norm for

this phoneme

This allophone of tet’tet? [teitgteity]
/¢e/ has a high white ant

fronted off~-glide ;yeny [tyeiny] make
occurring immed-

iately preceding

the lamino-alve-

olar stop /t”/

and the 1amiﬁo—

alveolar nasal

/nY/

Mid close retracted  tom [tom] weak
front unrounded popd [pops] fan flames
vocoid, and the

norm for this

phoneme.

Low open central ma [mal] wallaby
unrounded vocoid, pam [pam] put (plO)
and the norm for

this phoneme.

low close front pi anunka [ pi aenunkal]:
unrounded vocoid, I will go

occurring immed-

iately following

a high front vowel.
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Phoneme Allophone Description Examples
[ai] This allophone mat?an [maidyan]

of /a/ has a foot

higﬁ fronted -man? [mainy]
off-glide, "departing from"
occurring im=- suffix |
mediately pre- na1’i1? [QailyLly]
ceding the skin

lamino-alveolar
consonants /t°/,
/Y7, 1177,

(Al mid open central pana [pana] again
unrounded vécoid waka [wakA] bring
occurring in un- tapak [tapak] break
stressed syllables. |

Ju/ [v] High open back puntu [pﬁndu] head
rounded vocoid pulu [pVIv] dust
and the norm for.
the phoneme (in
unaccented
syllables).

[o] Low close back mu [mo] goose
rounded vocoid wu [wo ] barramundi
(found only, so
far, in two mono-
syllabic lexical
items).

[ui] This allophone wut? [wuity] feel around

of /u/ has a in shallow water (for
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phonemic in the language. Secondly, the word [uLlL] is
disyllabic: there is a perceptible chest-pulse between
the two like vowels. Hence, to interpret the fronted

on-glide in any way other than as a lamino-palatal semi-

consonant would seem to be contrary to the phonetic facts.

(2) The [el] diphthong case concerns the Verb Root
[e®] "kill (potentially or actually) with a missile"
immediately followed by the Auxiliary [a®al:
[e™] + [a®a]
The question is whether the fronted off-glide of [el] is

to be interpreted vocalically or semi-consonantally.

The argument against the vocalic interpretation stems
from the vowel-elision rule that results from the operation
of sandhi (v. 1.4) within the Verb Complex (v. fn. 4) .
According to this rule, when vowels are contiguous across
word-boundaries the vowel of the vowel-initial word elides
the word-final vowel of the preceding word. Thus, if the
fronted off-glide of [ei] is interpreted as a vowel the
following should result: [ei] + [aiA] > [saiA] (a solution
which does not adequately reflect the phonetic facts in

that the vocalic sequence [ealA] does not occur in the language).

Only one instance has been recorded in which vocalic length
has a distinctive value: kupuk [kupvk] dive (predicated of
an individual)as against kuwpuk [ku:pVk] dive (predicated of
.a number of persons). This is equivalent to the partial
reduplication that has a pluralizing function with certain
Verb Roots: e.g. yur > yurur: Lie down (predicated of an
individual and a number, respectively; v. 3.24.1)
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But if, on the other hand, the fronted off-glide is
interpreted as a lamino-palatal semi-consonant the vowel-
elision rule cannot apply, and the sequence [et] + [ath)

is interpreted as ey aya, as 1is heard in the language.

In review, then, it is clear that if the fronted
glides are interpreted as semi-consonants, not only is
this nearer to the phonetic facts but syllabic structure

is also made neater by the avoidance of uncharacteristic

vocalic sequences.

Thus, when occurring word-initially, . preceded by a

fronted on-glide is interpreted as yi
[*vnYa] > yinZa (initiated) man

Similarly, U, when occurring word-initially, immediately

preceded by a back rounded on-glide is interpreted as wu

u u 3
[“uvmv~a] > wumuwa steal

1.4 SANDHI. chalic contiguity acfoss word-boundaries
is handled differéntly in the language depending upon whether
it occurs within or outside the Verb Complex.k Within the
Verb Complex sandhi takes place:

1. pi it.ta > [pddnl

(VR) go (Aux) 1lexSP.2 (Pres/Past)

We (exclusive) go/went.

Further support for the interpretation of the back rounded.

on-glide as a semi-consonant is provided in the Morphophon-

emics of Bound Person-Markers (section 3.19) where the

occurrence of a back rounded on-glide between the vowels is

interpreted as an intrusive bilabial semi-consonant: e.g.
[(Y“5%6nddn] > wéwdntdn .

4 .

The Verb Complex (VC) may be expanded as follows:

(adverb) {(Verb Root) (Auxiliary)} (object pronoun)



2. tftma yi.ta N +;a}%ﬁy‘;t?thtéth ytdéftny]
(VR) see.cnt (Aﬁx) BSéﬁéf.Z(Pres/Past +1sgOP)
He is/was looking at me.
3. anti gyma . wut.ta
adv (recip) (VR)spear.cnt (Aux)3plSP.2(pres/Past)
[AndéimA whth]
(Aux)3plSP.2(Pres/Past)

They fought each other with spears.

In these and_similar cases, as a result of the operation
of sandhi the vowel of the vowel-initial Qord elides the
word-final vowel of the preceding word, retaining its stress
in the process, and a new phonological word is formed.

Thus, in the case of both the trisyllabic words [yidd¥vn?]
and [AndéimA] primary stress félls on the'second syllable

through the process of elision.

Outside of the Verb Complex sandhi does not take

place:
4, mf akdna [mf Agdnal ~ mf 4kand [mf Zgand]
vegetable food adv (neg) (v.1.6)
No fobd.
5. té E¥putu [t€ £¥puiy]

meat 1(ic)OP(bf)

' Meat for us (inclusive).

5 _ :
See section 1.6, below, for s discussion of Word Stress.
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1.5 SYLLABLE PATTERNS.

The following syllable types occur:

\Y a.ya lsgSP.1l(Punct)

Ve ak a species of catfish

cVv te generic marker for animals hunted for meat,
and the meat itself.

CVC tek camp |

CVCC turk drink (Verb Root).
1.6 THE PHONOLOGICAL WORD.

The phonological word in MalakMalak is a minimal

6
utterance carrying one primary stress.

There are two types of phonological word defined
by the position of the phonological stress. In the one,
stress falls on the first syllable and all odd—numBered
syllables subsequent to this. 1In the other case stress
falls on the second syllable and all even-numbered
syllables subsequent to this.7 In the former case,
phonological word-boundary immediately precedes primary
stress. In the latter case phonological word-boundary
recognition is assisted by potential pause and, to a

minor degreee, phonemic distribution: ly, ¥ and r

cannot occur word-initially, nor w word-finally.

Primary stress falls obligatorily on the second syllable
for five- and seven-syllable words and for four-syllable
auxiliaries. Second syllable primary stress is optional
for trisyllabic words (except where sandhi is involved,
in which case it is obligatory).

7

Relative loudness, pitch and length were not measured
mechanically in the analysis of stress.

22
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Word stress carries little functional load in MalakMalak.
Primary stress is usually accompanied by raised pitch. 1In
the following examples of individual cases primary stress

is marked by (’) and secondary stress by ).

Monosyllabic words carry primary stress:

tlny pf

(adv) go Try and go!

yén  wh

yamstick pick up Pick up the yamstick!

Words of two syllables are stressed on the first

syllable:
yéntan vhe (Subject Pronoun)
tyéqar spear
miiyinY dog
whru arm (or rivulet)

The only exceptions to this rule are (l) primary stresss
falls on the phrase-final‘syllable of yves/no interrogatives
and imperatives (see section 1.7), and (2) where roots are
reduplicated, in which case they carry reduplicated primary

stress:

1&m1ém talk/have a chat

pit?pit? rub firesticks
wélrkwérk flat-tailed catfish
mfrmir melt

thytly streteh (intr.)
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Trisyllabic words are usually stressed on the first

and third syllables:
’ )
alawar woman
mélpapu father (referencz as opposed to address)
mépara follow

y

{kunman® where from?

However, a contrastive stress-pattern may be realized
within the trisyllabic phonological word: primary stress
may fall on the second syllable, giving the word an
emphatic force:

Y where from?

aklinman
melpédpu father

akéna negative (adverb/adjective)

If a trisyllabic phonological word in the Verb Complex
has a second syllable primary stress this will be a result

of sandhi (v. 1.4)

Tetrasyllabic words are usually stressed on the first

and third syllables:

mét?utwina very many
mlinankara beautiful
kdrarkwarat take a number of objects out (of

some container)

Tetrasyllabic auxiliaries receive primary stress on
the second, and secondary stress on the fourth, syllables.
This is the only stress-placement possibility for

tetrasyllabic auxiliaries in the language:
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witiniwk They will sit.

nuk{ittdylg You (pl.) are going to lie down.
nukfityuwa You (pl.) stood up.

nék ankdyawd - You and I eat/ate (non-meat food).

Pentasyllabic words always take primary stress on the

second syllable and secondary stress on the fourth:

tyetwé¥amdnkil fork-stick
ankfniyanka You and I will stand.
aqkénayﬁqka You and I will lie down.

¢
woronoyunka They will lie down.
arkiniyanka We are all going to stand.

y

patiratt’ttat get up and stand up (pl. subject)

Heptasyllabic words also always take primary stress on
the second syllable, secondary stress falling on the fourth
and sixth syllables (in accordance with the rule that

every second syllable is stressed):

te an wuwlntununuwakna: He would have given

you (sg) meat.

Hexasyllabic words take primary stress on the first

syllable, secondary stress on the third and fifth:

ra \
nonkoronoyunka You (pl.) will lie down.

That is to say, this is regular in terms of the first-syllable

and odd-numbered subsequent-~syllable stress rule,

Similarly, octasyllabic words take primary stress on
the first syllable and secondary stress on odd-numbered

syllables subsequent to this:
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ey e

te an nﬁqkuf&ntuwbrowékka

You (pl.) would have given them meat.

The environment for almost all instances of obligatory
second-syllable stress-placement is the Verb Complex (cf.
the sandhi phenomenon, 1.4). For example, the only
heptasyllabic words in the language occur as inflected
auxiliaries. Pentasyllabic words tend to be either
y

auxiliaries, or Verb Roots such as pafératt trat;

y

pentasyllabic nouns 1like ¢t €tw§}amégkil are rare.

1.61 The Distribu;ion of Phonemes within the

Phonological Word.
1.61.1 Consonant Distribution.

Any single consonant except lg, ¥ and r may occur
word-initially. There are no consonant. clusters in the

phonological word-initial position.

1.61.2 Consonant clusters are unequally divisible
into those that occur intra-syllabically and those that
occur inter—syllabically.‘ There are seven intra-syllabic
consonant-clusters, all of which have a liquid as initial

8

consonant in the cluster, and ninety-six inter-syllabic

clusters.

Of the clusters that have a stop as the final consonant,

fifteen have an initial nasal:

8
More precisely, regarding the latter, what R.H. Stetson
(Motor Phonetics, 1928) called "abutting consonants'.

26



tumpurk hiccough

lamtel stop (someone doing sométhing)

lamt?ak stop (tr.)

timkut ' bury (rubbish ete.)

yunpayin good

piyantuk underneath

yentyir dew

alanki bring back

wan’pi paddle (a canoe)

manytutma_ big crowd (of people)

pufunpurun boil (Verb Root)

taqtatyma hit repeatedly

1untletat. (of bird, with anatomical food-bag:
replenish

man”t’etmatan not produce children

ponkol knee

Five have an initial lateral:

pilp slap

altak break (tr.)

xaltdet (puntuna) carry (on head)

yalk moon

tapulVp extinguish fire (with fingers, as

opposed to feet)

. v PR
Four have a vibrant r as initial consonant:

t7u¥p eut

mu¥tuk hatech
v,Y.v .

murt ir trip

nirk die



28

Four have a continuant r as initial consonant:

kurpuk wash

lerp meet (predicated of a large number
of persons)

tyewdrtel forget

purwart’et get dark

purkin ~grey kangaroo

kark "go up a slope ( a bank, e.g.)

Four have a geminated stop sequence:

lup.pi.ma together.go.continuative
at.ta lex SP.2 (Pres./Past)
kat? .t7u¥kwat  throw.put inside: throw inside

lak.kat? eat (meat).throw: leave some

meat (when unable to eat more)

Ten have a heterorganic stop sequence:

consonant,

taptapali hold on to something hoving (animal)
taptdit drop

kumitpuluk sand goanna

yittetat slough skin

yitkar scale (fish)

kat?puk might beat (competitively)

tat?kak hurt (tr.)

yikpi small

lamt’aktan try to stop unsuccessfully
wakt’alkma waterfall

Of the remaining clusters that have a nasal as initial

six have semi-consonants as final member:



consonant,

manwiyuk

tat wowontony

y

kin’wat

manyyur

y

t iyanwat

katy

Of the clusters that have a stop as

29

hungry

IRAD

oro he/she sees/saw us (exclusive)

hang (up)
cover

send over (food, e.g.)

puk yonpunyoro

he might beat us (ex) (competitively)

the initial

thirteen have a nasal as final consonant:

apma

tapns
tapna

anti tatma
tatno
ngatnyat
tutna

kutyma

tatgna

watgnuru

Qakma
nanakna
payaknaro

tapwapakkaty
apyuralli
tatwur

tatyur

be quiet!

grab him (male human or animal)

‘grab (something) over there

find each other
find him
chip wood

causative.deictic suffix

whistle
hit him
try

eat
really

beetle

Eight have a semi-consonant as final consonant:

turn over (tr.) (of a turtle, e.g.)
participial form of yur: lie (down)
be missing

sleep fitfully
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yukut“wat move (fire e.g.) along (to harden

newly-cut canoe)
katygipi leave behind (tr.)
yanakwuna Jjust one
wakyen wet

O0f the remaining clusters that have a nasal as the
final consonant, twelve have nasals as initial consonants.
(Three of these are geminated sequences which are morphem-

ically glossed in what follows):

lamlam.ma talk (VR).cnt
tam.Noyat cook (meat) wrapped up (i.e.,in
paperbark)

manmal wing

Nun.na spatial specifier. locative
~yinna in/on/beside

lanma light (antithesis of dark)

£750no fire-place (lit. belongs to fire)

tatyanpuq.nayi he i1s going to hit her.
y

wan- ma row or paddle
tat yimin’nd he sees/saw him
eyinmanyna nobody

y. y

t7inn’ ukma water-rat

0f the remaining clusters that have an initial lateral,

four have a nasal as final consonant:

wilma swim
toln stretch (intr.)
y .y : |
mul”mul”ma ripe/soft
ni1?i17na take bark off in small strips

(away from speaker)
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Three have a semi-consonant as final member:

nowolweriyen yita he makes a lot of trouble

kalyur carry

t9i1%u¥kali wrinkled (skin)

Of the remaining clusters that have a vibrant (flapped)

as initial consonant, three have a nasal as final

consonant:
pafmatg old woman
karnilyur seratch skin so as to break it
ka}quat light pipe/cigarette

One has a lateral as. final consonant:

karlak pick edible meat (worm ete.) out
of ground and eat it
(predicated of a bird, e.g.)

Two have semi-consonants as final members:

kuYwapi - drag along

karyit comb hair

Of the remaining clusters that have a continuant r

as the initial consonant, three have a nasal as final

consonant:

arma dry (VR)
alawarno for or belongs to the woman
tarnirk ki17 (VR) with a missile

One has a lateral as final consonant:

y

man ty

y

urlin bush rope

Two have semi-consonants as final members:

31
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yarwa leader (of fighting contingent)
or boss

alawaryinna beside the woman

Of the clusters with an apico-alveolar lateral as the

second consonant, one has a stop as initial consonant:
tat’lam capsize
Two have a nasal as initial consonant:

lamlam talk (vb. stem)

manlapar lung

1.61.3 Twenty-nine three-consonant clusters have been
attested. They all occur word-medially across morpheme
boundaries. The characteristic pattern is a syllable-final
cluster (called an Zintra-syllabic cluster (v. 1.61.2))
followed by any one of the set of consonants permissible
as second member of a two-consonant cluster. The
typical composition of a syllable-final cluster in this
phonological structure is: a liquid followed by a bilabial

or dorso-velar stop or, in one instance, a dorso-velar nasal.

nalkpak sit down when full up with food

tarnalktarnalk bump into someone

nalktZet stand up when full up with food
t?alkma fall
telkna singe hair from animal (away

from speaker)
nalkwukut” fill (lot of people) with food
tyalkyur bend over

t9irktet join (VR) (e.g. 2 bits of wood)
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kerkkat? startle

pE€rkma rest (VR).

karkwat take (meat, e.g.) from fire
tIuYurkyiwa¥ra, tono lot of people go into jungle
nalamurkma swear, curse

anurkna half-way

turkwat swallow

t?u¥kyiwaya, tond . one person goes into jungle
talptalpma run along playing

kolptiet roast (a single animal)

kolpma roast (unmarked for quantity)
tapul?p extinguish fire

pulypyur (fire) dies down

tolnma stretch (VR)

lerpma meet, of a large number

turppak, (ponkol) kneel down

t7utpteyt? cut off
tu¥pkat? dig
tu¥ptiet plant (VR)
tu¥ppam plant (pl0)

mantum toYpyur spiked by fin (of catfish)

1.61.4 VOWEL DISTRIBUTION

The vowels /a/ and /e¢/ may occur word-initially, /i/,
/o/ and /u/ may not. The only other constraints on vocalic
distribution are, firstly, that /a/, /e¢/ and /u/ do not
follow /1Y/ and, secondly that there are no.vocalic clusters

(v.o 1.3).
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1.7 THE PHONOLOGICAL PHRASE

The phonological phrase consists of phonological words.

There is a variety of phonological phrases defined

]
by the following intonation patterns.

A phrase-final fall in pitch level marks the end of

a (non-interrogative) sentence.

A phrase-final high rise in pitch marks the end of a
yes/no question. In an information question the inter-
rogative carries a high pitch on its first syllable and
primary stress falls on the phrase-final syllable with a

concomitant low rise in pitch.

When the phrase-final intonation is no different from
the pitch-level of the rest of the phrase, this denotes
a sentence-medial phrasal statement. When the phrase-final
intonation differs from that of the rest of the phrase only
in that it has a low rise contour, this denotes. a sentence-

medial anticipative intonation.

The imperative intonation is marked by two features.
Firstly, it is spoken faster than normal. Secondly, the
phrase—~final syllable receives primary stress with a

concomitant low rise imn pitch.

An emphatic negative involves a sharp fall in pitch.

9

What follows is not an exhaustive statement of the intonation
patterns. Much more research into this area of the language
is needed before such a statement will be possible.
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CHAPTER 2

WORD CLASSES IN MALAKMALAK

"The part of speech reflects not so much our
intuitive analysis of reality as our ability to
compose that reality into a variety of formal

patterns.”
(Sapir, 1921)
2.1 The following word classes may be set up for
the descriptionrof the language:

Noun

Adjectival

Pronoun

Deictic Specifier

Adverb

Particle

Interjection

Verb Root

Auxiliary

This section provides a brief introduction to the
structure of the language by defining the word classes.
2.11 Noun.

The noun in MalakMalak can take certain affixes

characteristic of the distributional class of words that



1
can occur as subject or object of a sentence.

The noun can take the following affixes:

the Possessor suffix -no (section: 3.28)
the Benefactive suffix -no (section: 3.29.2)
the Intentive suffix -no (section: 3.29.1)
the Relator suffix -no (section: 3.29.4)
the Comitative suffix -yen (section: 3.36)
the departing from suffix -man”? (section: 3.35.2)
the Locati%e suffix -na/-an (section: 3.35.3)
the Locative suffix -yinna (section: 3.35.1)
the Agentive suffix -wan (section: 3.34)
the Pfoprietive affix -mel- (section: 3.33)
the Resemblance suffix -man (section: 3.31)
the Quantifying suffix -wuna (section: 3.30)
the Dubitative suffix -malak (section: 3.32)

Nouns can be qualified by an adjectival (v. 2.12; 4.18).
The latter can be realized as a demoﬁstrétive, possessive,
or lexical adjective, as a deictic specifier or as a
quantifier. If a noun is qualified any adnominal affix
(with the exception of -mel- and -malak) is suffixed to

the adjectival.

The language classifies nouns into four classes (v. 3.26):

(1) The generic free classifier mi (meaning non-meat
food) classifies vegetable food;
(2) The generic free classifer te (meaning meat food)

classifies both animals hunted for meat and the meat itself;

v. 4.11
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(3) The generic free classifier tQEQ (meaning tree/
wood) classifies trees.
(4) An unmarked residual class covering all other

nouns in the language.

2.11.1 Information Interrogatives within the Noun
Phrase2 are non-concordal: they reflect neither noun class
nor adjectival concord. They are distinguished in terms of
human and non-human referents, each consisting of a root
from which other interrogatives can be formed by the

addition of an appropriate suffix. Except when qualifying’

a NP (v. examples 3, 5 and 7 below), they occur sentence-

initially.

Information interrogatives denoting human referents

[eyin] who?
1. [eyin)] pi vyita
intrg go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

Who went?

[eyin] + Comitative suffix [-yen]
[eyinyen] who else?
2. [eyinyen] ka yita
intrg.comit come 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

Who else came?

[eyin] + Possessor suffix [-no]

[eyinnd] whose?

2

NP can be expanded as: {(noun)(pronoun)}(adjectival),(v.4.18)

3 .

-no corresponds to what Capell (1956) called a bivalent suffix:
in MalakMalak it can be suffixed both to Noun Phrases and Verb
Roots. One of the adnominal functions of -no is to mark the
possessor of an alienable possession (v. 3.28).



3. tyaqar [eyinno]

spear intrg.poss

Whose spear?

Information interrogatives denoting non-human referents

[nikita] what?
4., [nikita] nakma yita
intrg eat(vegl).ent 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

What is/was he eating?

5. yawuk [nikita]
other intrg.

What else?

4
[nikita] + Relator suffix [-no]
[nikitano] ' what for/why?

6. [nikitano] ka nunta

intrg.rel come 2sgSP.2(pres/past)

Why have you come?

[nikita] + departing from suffix [-man?]

[nikitamany] what's the matter?

The interrogative quantifier [apuntu] how many? is

unrestricted as to referents:

7. alalk yinmeyit? [apuntu]
child 1ittle(plm) intrg
How many little boys?
8. wu [apuntu]
barramundi intrg

How many barramundi?

y

Another adnominal function of -no (v. 3.29.4)

o
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2.12 Adjectival

An adjectival {(v. 4.18) is a word or group of words
qualifying a noun or pronoun. It can be realized in the
Noun Phrase (v. 4.18) as
(1) a demonstrative adjective (v. 2.14.3 examples 73/4)
(2) a possessive adjective (v. 3.28)
(3) a deictic specifier (v. 2.14)
(4) a quantifier (v. 2.12.1)

(5) a lexical adjective.

Lexical adjectives follow the moun or pronoun they
modify and are, with the exception of a small closed set of
seven, invariable. These seven (v. 3.27) are marked for

concord with the nominal that they modify:

yinali/yikpi yonoron/yinanki yunpayin/yinat
big/little old/new good/bad
yin'tJe¥ik
short

The unmatched short is treated by the language as the marked
member of the pair long/short in so far as it is the only
one that is concordally related to the nominal that it

qualifies.

The concordal indices are not an exact reflection of
the four-term noun-class system. Rather, the indices are:
masculine, feminine, vegetative, and eZementaZ/silvan,'
reflecting the third singular subject person-markers in the

auxtliary paradigm (v. 3.11 - 3.16; 3.18).
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Additionally, with the exception of the pair old/new,

the concordal adjectives undergo partial reduplication when

5
pluralized.

2,12.1 Quantifiers

The numeral adjectives from one to ten are as follows:

yanakna one
v

wErana two

wE€ranaytna three
v v

wE€ranwtran four
y. v .

nan®ilk yananara five

(hand) (side)

nan?ilk yananara yanakna six
y. v v

nan1lk yananara we€rana seven

nan?ilk yanana¥a we¥fanayena eitght

nan?ilk yananara wetanwetan nine

y. ‘v 41 y. v
nan-1i1lk yananara gan-ilk yananara ten

The ordinal series is formed by preposing wuru (lit. arm)
to the_cardinal number:

wuru werana twice
other quantifiers include the dual marker wontot which

characteristically occurs sentence-finally:

5
Small constitutes an exception in that the change of shape
it undergoes when pluralized is beyond that of reduplication:

yikpi > yinmeyity
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6
9, pi wutta wontot

go 3plSP.2(pres/past) dlm
They both went.
10. yonton ‘ tat? yiminwdrd wontot
3sgmSP hit 3sngP.i(punct).3p10P dim

He hit them both.

However, when modifying the first person inclusive pronoun

wontot becomes a trial marker:

11. yerkit ma¥in? anti tutma artini wontot

licSP story adv(recip) caus.cnt 1licSP.4 dlm

: (purp)
We three are going to tell one another stories.

12. ydntdén tat? yiminZa¥putu wontot
3sgmSP  hit SSgﬁSP.l(punct).licOP dlm
He hit the three of us. |
a¥awan is a quantifier glossed as together, which can qualify

a nominal or a bound subject person-marker (v. example 13)

in the aquxiliary (v. 3.1 - 3.16; 3.18).
13. nuluk aYawanman
tribe qf.rbl
Like one tribe.
14, pararan ki yerkit arawan pi a¥ta
corpse ds(ss) 1licSP qf go 1licSP.2(pres/past)

We all accompany the corpse together.

6

pi wutta comprises a Verb Root (in this case, pi) followed by
an Afxiliary (in this case, wutta). The latter carries person,
number, tense, mood, and aspect (v. 3.1 - 3.16).
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15. arawan wotto
qf 3plSP.4(pres)
They are here together.
eyineyinna is a quantifier glossed as each/separate, and is
post—-posed to the noun that it qualifies:

16. yinga alawar gyingyinna

(initiated) man woman qf

Each married couple.

y g

mut’ul/mut

u¥wuna are quantifiers glossed as many and very many,
respectively, and which can qualify a nominal or a bound

person-marker in the auxiliary.

17. alalk mut?u¥
child qf
Many children.

18. alalk mutyufwuna

ehild qf

Véry many children.

19. mut’u¥wuna . nak woronton
qf eat(veg) 3plSP.1l(sequ)

They all eat/ate (vegetable food).
akana is an adjectival negative.
20. mi akana
food(veg) (neg)

No vegetable food.

2.13 Pronouns

The pronouns of the language are divided into. a free

set of subject pronouns and a bound set of object pronouns.
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The latter cover direct and indirect objectivity and

pronominal benefactives,.

2.13.1., The Subject Pronoun shares the syntactic

possibilities of the noun within the Noun Phrase.

na 1lsgSP speaker

yawot lexSP speaker and at least one other
person (excluding addressee)

yanki 1d1sP speaker and addressee

yerkit licSP speaker and at least two other
persons (including addressee)

wanari 2sgSP one addressee

nukut 2plsP two or more persons at least one
qf whom 1s an addressee

yonton 3sgmSP one male person (neither speaker
nor addressee)

nénton 3sgfSP one female person'(neither speaker
nor addreséee)

woronton 3plSP two or more persons (neither
speaker nor addressee)

The free subject pronoun has two functions in the
language. Firstly, because the auxiliary obligatorily carries
bound subject pronoun markers, the free subject pronoun is
syntactically optional. When it does occur it therefore

simply duplicates the bound subject pronoun as a NP in

7
The sex-distinction is neutralized in the plural.



sentence structure.

8

Secondly, when pre-posed or post-posed

to a noun the free subject pronoun conveys inalienable or

alienable pronominal possession, respectively (v. 3.28)

2.13.2 The object pronouns are bound,

9

to the auxiliary (or to a Verb Root in the case of a Verb

Root imperative with a pronoun object, v. 4.15.1)

v .
—arlny

ey oo
-yoro
-nunku

v v
-arpuru
-nunu

v

-nunkuru
-no
-nayi

ee vy oo

-wWoro

8

1sgOP
lexOP
1d410P
- 1icOP
2sg0P
2pl0OP
3sgmOP
3sgfoOP

3ploP

2sgSP and 3sgfSP can disambiguate the bound person-marking

in the following paradigms from the Auxiliary Conjugations:

Conjugation
Conjugation
Conjugation
Conjugation
Conjugation
Conjugation

1:

D N W Do

future

pres/past; progr.; fut.; purp.
past; pres.; progr.; purp.
past; pres.; progr.; fut.
past; pres.; progr.; fut.
past; pres.; progr.; fut.

There is an exception to this rule: notably, where the
pronoun is the benefactive object not of an auxiliary
but of a noun; in which case it behaves as a free pronoun,

hA v
e.g. te arpuru:

meat for us (inclusive).

and are suffixed



The free object NP is reflected within the Verb Complex
by a person- and number-equivalent object pronoun (v. 4.13).
Conversely, when an object pronoun occurs unaccompanied by
a free object NP the former can be optionally anticipated

by a free subject pronoun:

y y

21. na taty yimin’aXfin
lsgSP hit 3sgmSP.1(punct).1lsgOP

He hit/hits me.
2.13.3 Emphatic Pronoun. mint?itak

mintZitak can occur (1) by itself, or (2) accompanied by a

subject pronoun:

22. mintZitak pakma yita
emphP sit.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He lives/lived by himself.

23. pi nunta wanari mintitak Darwinta
go 2sgSP.2(pres/past) 2sgSP emphP Darwin.sfm

You go/went to Darwin by yourself.

2.14 Deictic Specifiers.

The spatial and temporal specifiers are grouped together
semantically in so far as they reflect the spatio-temporal

co-ordinates of the situation of utterance.

2.14.1 Temporal Specifiers. Temporal specification 1is
part of the auxiliary, and is obligatorily realized by the
tense-marker (v. 3.11-3.16). However, additional temporal

10

qualification of a sentence may be realized by any of the

set of temporal specifiers.

ve 4.11
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Syntactically, a temporal specifier (ts) usually occurs
11
first in sentence-structure, and qualifies the entire event

referred to by the sentence.

muta later/afterwards
24, muta lamlammanona [ka wuttayafs
ts talk.cnt.int come 3plSP.2(pres/past)lexOP

wariyat ]
meet

Afterwards they come to meet us (exel.) to

talk.
aman now
'25. aman pi anunka te tYeyotnd
ts go 1sgSP.2(fut) clf red kangaroo.int

Now I will go for red kangaroo.

way duratiﬁe specifier
26. [way ayuwaknal] [ payka yita]
ts lsgSP.5(past) appeaf 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
I was still sleeping when he appeared.
27. way akana yonunka
ts adv (neg) 3sgmSP.2(fut)
He won't be Llong.
t%intan (way) | habitual specifier
(This temporal specifier does not always occur sentence-

initially)

11
Although it can occur in other positions in sentence-
structure, sentence-initial occurrence is the norm.



47

28, tyintagway yita nakma

ts 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) eat(veg).cnt

He i1s always eating.

29, wotto ‘ tgintag
3plSP.4(pres) ts

They 're still here.

y y

30. tatma t”intanway yitarin

see.cnt ts. 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).lsgOP

He keeps looking at me.

nZufun 7 Verb Root denoting habitual
action
31. nyu}ugma woro
ts.cnt 3plSP.5(pres)

They lie down all the time (or They are
always a long way away. (v. 3.1; 3.15))

v .
yurur) requires a noun-

When qualifying a transitive action n
12

object to carry the suffix -nawuna.

32. waknawuna nyu}uqma yita

beer.ts ts.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He drinks all the time.

33. nuluknawuna nyufuqma yita

story.ts ts.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He tells stories all the time.
A number of the temporal (and spatial) specifiers,

although functionally and semantically deictic specifiers,

12
-nawuna can also assume a spatial sense:

e.g. artilnawuna

salt water.ss : up to the salt water



are formally nouns. Thus,
are able to take adnominal
qualification.

mi¥fiyen

sun.comit

the following temporal specifiers

suffixation and/or adjectival

during the day

34, muta miriyen lak atoma
ts sun.comit eat(meat) 1lsgSP.l(purp)
Later on during the day I am going to
eat (meat).
pent?i yesterday
35. Q€nty' yawuk
N(ts) A the other day
noyo tomorrow
36. Q:g: yawuk
N(ts) A the dayrafter tomorrow
37. tek yawukno
country/camp A.poss mnext time
38. nan’ilk yanaoa}amany
hand ss.dpf last week
39. nan’ilk yananara yawuk
hand ss A next week
40. nan’ilk yawuk
hand A next day
41. vyalk yawuk
moon A next month
42, puwar.yinna
night.loc morning
43, yinki puwar
afternoon night evening

48
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2.14.,11 Temporal Interrogative

amanali when?

44,

amanali tikka yonunka
intrg(ts) back.come 3sgmSP.2(fut)

When wtll he return?

2.14.2 Spatial specifiers.

Syntactically a spatial specifier (ss) can:

&)

modify a sentence (in which case it usually, but

not always, occurs sentence-initially);

(2)
(3)
pronoun.

tions of

it can qualify a NP post-positionally;
it can assume the function of a demonstrative

A single spatial specifier may combine the func-

(1) and (2).

nun there
45,  alalk yinmeyity pi wutta nun
child 1ittle(plm) 3plSP.2(pres/past) ss
The little boys go/went there.
46. tek nunna  paypi wutta
camp ss.loc emerge 3plSP.2(pres/past)
They emerge/emerged at the camp over there.
katuk yonder
47. Eégﬁ&an woYo

ss.loc 3p1SP.(pres)

They are over yonder.

Katuk may undergo partial reduplication which has the effect

of intensifying the spatial meaning:
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!

48, yinya yawuk Qaty

katuruk yBgB
man A ptcl(emph) ss 3sgmSP.5(pres)
The other man is a very long way away.

Note that katuruk denotes vertical extension when co-occurring

with kan®t?uk: kan’t’uk katuruk : very high
ki here
49, perma ka wutta . ki

rest.cnt come 3plSP.2(pres/past) ss
They come/came here for the holidays.
50. tikka tek kina
back.come camp ss.loc
Come back to this camp.
piyantuk inside/underneath
51. te nunna puYpma nunta
meat ss.loc burn(tr).cnt 3sgfSP.2(pres/past)

piyantukna

ss.loc
ishe cooks/cooked the meat over there inside.
52. antuk piyantuk
house ss

Inside the house.

anurk halfway
53. pak wotto wontot agufkna
sit 3plSP.4(pres) dlm ss.loc

They both sit down halfway along.
yananara ... yananara this side ... that side

punar _ middle



54. [yananara tatma wutta ] [ yananara
ss see.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/past) ss
tatma wutta ) [ punarna tatma

see.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/past) ss.loc see.cnt

wuttano |
3plSP.2(pres/past)3sgmOP
"They looked this way; they looked that

ways they were in the middle watching him.

Other spatial specifiers include the following:

ariyinna | in front of (an object with
mouth.loc an opening)

55. antuk ariyinna in front of the house
pottYalmiyen in front of a person

breast.straight

56. alawar thtyalmiyen in front of the woman

t?almiyen ss right/straight

nan’ilk t”almiyen right hand

57. wankir tyalmiyEn patma yita
erow ss fly.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

The crow flies/flew straight.

yanpar left |

nan’ilk yanpar left hand

tyankir piyantuk in between [lit. on top,

underneath ]

58. mi walk tankir piyantuk woyd

food(veg) stone ss 3sgeSP.6(pres)

The food stands between stones.

51



wankay outside
59. wagkaf yita
ss 3sgSP.2(pres/past)

He is outside.

antawan near
60. wak antawan near the water
6l. antawan yita

ss ' 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He 1s nearby.

kakak far away
62. kakakman® ka yita
ss.dpf come 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He has come from far away.

metakan first
63. na mgeYakan pi anuqka- wanari
1lsgSP ss go 1lsgSP.2(fut) 2sgSP

I will go first, you next

2,14.21 Spatial Interrogatives.

akun : where?
64. mi akun moyo
food(veg) intrg(ss) 3sgvSP.5/6(pres)

Where is the food?

akun + departing from suffix -man”

y

Y
akuman where from?
N

anuntu

sSs

52



65. akunman® ka nunta
intrg.dpf come 2sgSP/3sgfSP.2(pres/past)
Where have you/do you come from?/Where has

she/does she come from?

akun + Locative suffix -yinna
akunyinna how far?
66. akunyinna pi waraouny
intrg.loc go 3plSP.2(progr)

How far are they going?

akutena directional interrogative
67. akutena wilma nuntun
intrg.loc swim 2sgSP/3sgfSP.2(purp) (v. 3.12)

Where are you/is she going to swim to?

2.14.3 Demonstrative Pronouns.

ki this one
nun that one
68. [ki natal yita] [nun

P(dm) strong 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) P (dm)
tom yita ]
weak 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) -

This one is strong; that one is weak.

yawuk(sg) other one
nurfa (pl) other ones
69. [yawuk te tulul yita]

P(dm) meat dislike 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
[an worontonno ]

give 3plSP.1l(sequ)

53

The other fellow didn't like the meat they gave

him.



70. ura watiyan nuntaworo
P(dm) share out 3sngP.2(pres/past).3p10P
She distributes/distributed (it) to the
others.
katuk that one(yonder)
71. [ﬁiggﬁmén yono akana ] '[pulity
P(dm).rbl 3sgmSP.4(pres) adv (neg) old man
kiman yoyo akana ]
P(dm).rbl 3sgmSP.5/6(pres) adv (neg)
He does not resemble that one sitting down

over yonder, nor does he resemble this old man

lying down/standing up (v. 3.15; 3.16).

nan this one/that one
72, mi nanno
food(veg) P(dm).poss

The food belonging to that one.
nan can also assume a demonstrative adjectival function:

73. te an wo¥onton alalk yikpi
meat give 3plSP.l(sequ) child 1little(sgm)
nanta
A(dm) .sfm
They give/gave that little boy meat.

74. alinty

ir attawa te papalu nan
afraid lexSP.(pres/past) clf buffalo A(dm)

We (ex) are/were afraid of that buffalo.
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2.14.4 The deictic speéifiers alimiri and anuntu

can function in both a temporal and a spatial environment:

alimiri
75. alimiti anti eyma wutta
ts adv(recip) spear.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/pést)

They used to spear one another.
76. alimili pi nuntun
ss go 2sgSP.2(purp)

You (sg) go.

anuntu
.y , .Y y y.v
77. anin alalk yinmeyit anuntuman terat
adv child 1little(plm) ts.dpf be born(pls
v.3.24.1)

wutyuwakka
3p1SP.6(past).foc

Then subsequently the Llittle boys were born.

78. alalk nikpi t95n anuntu nat?pak
ehild 1little(sgf) tree ss hide
nunuwa

3sgfSP.4(past)

The little girl hid behind the tree.
2.15 Adverbs.
Adverbs modify the Verb Complex (VC) (v. 4.13)

numpar perhaps
79. numpan akak yinma
adv vomit 3sgmSP.2(purp)

Perhaps he'll vomit.



nanak really
80. nanak apap aya
adv sick 1sgSP.1l(punct)
I'm really sick.

wan’aYa slowly

81. wanyafa pi yita
adv go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He goes/went slowly.

wat’u¥ quickly
82. wat’u¥ pi wutta
adv go 3plSP.2(pres/pa§t)
They went quickly.
tayt?il properly
83. te tayt’i¥ ndyat aya
meat adv cook legSP.1l(punct)
I cooked the meat properly.
anti reciprocal adverb (v. 3.23.3)
84. anti lamlamma wotto wontot
adv talk.cnt 3plsP.4(pres) dlm
They are both talking to one another.
85. wanari anti wankan nontoma
2sgSP adv  convey ngSP.l(pu;p)
Your turn to take (it).
tin” try to
86. na Eigz pi atuqﬁs

1sgSP adv go 1lsgSP.2(purp).3sgmOP

I'll try and go to him.



13
tin’ can also be used as a form of the positive
imperative.

y

87. tin tatno

adv find.3sgm0P
Try and find him!

88. tin wat? nuru nontoma

adv attempt(VR) 2sgSP.1l(purp)

Have a try!

14 .
awat Don't! (Negative imperative)

89. awat tayma}iny
adv wait.cnt.lsgOP

Don't wait for me!

90. awat pak

adv sit down

Don't sit down!

nanara _ desiderative adverb
nanata always immediately precedes tﬁe Vd, the following
auxiliary occurring only in the purposive:
91. nagafa tikpi atun tekanta
adv(desid) back.go 1sgSP.2(purp) camp.sfm
I want to go back to the camp.
92. nanara nurnut atoyun
adv(desid) sleep 1sgSP.5(purp)

I want to go to sleep.

13

ve 4.16.1
14
V. 4.16.2

57
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pawu obligative adverb

pawu generally precedes the VC, but can occur elsewhere

in sentence structure:

93. pawu nan?ilk yanana¥aman® te
adv(oblig) ts clf
kumukut lak . aya

blue-tongue lizard eat(meat) lsgSP.l(punct)
I ought to have eaten the blue-tongue lizard
last week.

y vy.y

94. pent ta pawu

i pi wiXin
ts go 3plSP.2(subj) adv(oblig)
They should have gone yesterday.
95. na pawu yur atoyun
1sgSP  adv(oblig) 1ZZie down lggSP.S(purp)
I should lie down.

anin® and yeta anin’ marks the temporally
successive character of events while yera singles out

an event from the temporal flow as particular.

anin?

96. [anin’ parot nak wowonton alawar
adv sit up eat(veg) 3sgfSP.l(sequ) woman
yontonta] [anin’ mi watiyan
3sgSP.sfm adv food(veg) share
yitaworo ] [mut’u¥wuna nak
3sngP.2(pres/past).3plOP qf v eat(veg)

wB}BntBn]

3plSP.1(sequ)



Then his wife sits up and eats (and) then

he distributes the food to them. Everyone eats.

yeta
97. [pulity numuru karturuk wowonton ]
old man eye poke out 3sgmSP.1l(sequ)
[EEEE wunypak y5n3]
adv blind.sit 3sgmSP.4(pres)
The old man pokes an eye out. Now he
(the buffalo) is blind.
pana iterative adverb
98. ana naman nontoma
adv(iter) say A 2sgSP.1(purp)
Say that again.
99. te teyot [pana tYeyantak
clf red kangaroo adv(iter) hear
yuyuwa ]

3sgmSP.5/6(past)
He heard the red kangaroo again.
wirgak terminal advefb : finished
This adverb is used to indicate the termination of a
series of acfions, and occurs sentence-finally:
100. [walk kararkwarat
stone take out (reduplicated to indicate plural
object v. 3.24.1
wowonton [ pamyi t?urkwat
3sgmSP.1(sequ) put down.leave put inside
wowonton manna | [ talwakat’
3sgmSP.1(sequ) stomach.loc lift
yoyo ] [walk wurk wowonton

3sgmSP.1(sequ) stone put into 3sgmSP.1l(sequ)
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mantulmanan] [yawuk pon”an

heart.loc another(stone) belly.loc
wurk wowonton ) [yawuk

put into 3sgmSP.l(sequ) another(stone)

tYinpititan wu¥k wowonton

anus.loc put into 3sgmSP.l(sequ)
walkka ] [wa k0lptiet yuryi

stone.sfm pick up.roast Llay down
wowonton tgnan] [ kxu*put wowonton

3sgmSP.1(sequ) hole.loc cover 3sgmSP.1(sequ)
wirnak ]
adv(trm)

He takes out the stones, puts (them) down and
leaves (them). He puts them inside the stomach
[Z.e. of a kangaroo about to be cooked by means
of hot stones]. He lifts the stones up and puts
one stone in the heart, another in the belly,
another in the anus. He picks [the kangaroo] up

and leaves it to roast im a hole, covers it up.

That's all.

15
akana adverbial negative
101. nuluk yawotno [ akana lamma

language lexSP.poss adv(neg) speak.cnt
wutta]

3plSP.2(pres/past)

They cannot speak our language.

15

-See 3.23 for a discussion of bound negation-markers.
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Interrogative Adverbs.

aman (plus Conjugation 1 and co-extensive low rise

16
in pitch):

What?

licSP.1(purp)

What are we going to do?

How? (cf. 2.14.11)
[amanali t9¢n’ma
adv(intrg) make.cnt

How do you make a double hook-spear?

102. aman artoma
adv(intrg)

amanalli

103. kurmin?
double hook-spear
nunta]
2sgSP.2(pres/past)

2.16 Particles

The particle is a set of grammatical words comprising

two members.
nan
104. tyanar [nan

spear

A longer spear.

comparative particle (v. 3.27.11)

tyalala]

ptcl(comp) lZong

105. mi [ nan mikpi ] ana¥in’
food(veg) ptcl(comp) little(sgv) give.lsgOP
Give me less food.
106. nan lapar wuta
ptcl(comp) Light 3sgeSP.2(pres/past)

It is a bit lighter.

16

The combination of the Conjugation 1 Auxiliary
together with the concomitant intonation pattern distinguishes
the interrogative adverb aman from the temporal specifier

aman (v. 2.14.1).



62

\

|
Qaty. The precise-syntactic function of this particle

is not yet entirely clear. However, the fact that it is, in

almost all instances, in complementary distribution with

the bound focus-markers (v. 3.19.1) supports the hypothesis

that

Qaty has the function of an emphatic marker.
107. [tex yawukno akana Qéﬁz] [tek
camp other.int adv(neg) ptcl(emph) camp
kina ‘ gééi]
ss.loc ptcl(emph)
No other camp; just this camp.
108. nqpat’ apap wowonton
ptcl(emph) sick 3sgmSP.1l(sequ)
He is sick.
109. [Qaty yawot wani ' maparama

ptcl(emph) 1lexSP dreaming follow.cnt
atta] [wanari nunta
lexSP.2(pres/past) 2sgSP 2sgSP.2(pres/past)

Yitakan nunta ] [yawot

mint
emph.P.loc 2sgSP.2(pres/past) lexSP |
eyikeyik attal |

black 1ekSP.2(pres/past)

We just follow our dreamings; you have your

own ways. We are black.
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2.17 Interjections.

yu yes!

aka (1) emphatic negative (with co-extensive
sharp fall in pitch).
(2) emphatic interrogative: What? (with
co-extensive high rise in pitch).

antal7 all right

kukuk watt/hang on!

ten’na anAexpression of approval.

ma interrogative or imperative interjection (with
co-extensive high or low fise in piteh,

respectively).

weEya " come here!
2.18 Verb Root.

Within the Verb Complex (v. 4.13) the Verb Root carries
lexical meaning and is able to take the Continuative
(v. 3.21.3), Intentive (v. 3.21.1), and Participial
(v. 3.21.4) suffikes and the two markers of the modality

of possibility (v. 3.21.2).
2.19 Auxiliary.

Within the Verb Complex the Auxiliary carries the
grammatical functions of person, number, tense, mood and
aspect. Auxiliary Conjugations are discussed in the

following chapter.

17
anta can also occur in sentence structure with an adverbal
function (v. Text 1, sentence 33).
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CHAPTER 3

MORPHOLOGY

3.1 AUXILIARY VERB MORPHOLOGY

Introduction

Beside its role as a grammatical verb carrying person,
number, tense, mood and aspect in sentence structure, each
Auxiliary conjugation has a more specifically definable
function. Conjugation 1, which has no semantic role, is
the transivity index of the entire conjugation system.

That is to say, 96%Z of all transitive Verb Roots recorded
are able to select for Conjugation l.1 Conversely,
intransitive Verb Roote characteristically cannot select

2
for Conjugation 1.

1
From a sample of 150 Verb Roots unable to select for Con-
jugation 1 eight (or 4%) are transitive:

kufwapi drag

mitt'e¥at (pe1’i) paint (ceremonially)
pitint’et dislike

teyma watt (for)

tultul dislike

t?ewdr tarkat¥ remind

wukut? throw away

yipi leave

2
There are twelve recorded exceptions to this rule, all of
which can select for Conjugation 1:

v
nirk die
apap stick/tired
manpurit? be satisfied
manwiyukniXk be starving
nit tell a lie
tum inhale
wunwun feel contented
yakayakay sScream
kan” ak cough
tumpurk hiccough
t”itya sneeze

ne breathe
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Conjugations 2-6 (inelusive) have an identifiable
semantic content; Conjugation 1 does not. Conjugations 2-6
are able to stand as independent verbs; Conjugation 1
only as a dependent grammatical verb. Conjugations 2-6
are accessible to Verb Roots carrying the continuative

suffix -ma; Conjugation 1 is not.

Conjugation 2 has the semantic function of ""movement!,
Conjugation 3 has the semantic function of "movément".
Conjugation 4 has the semantic function of "sitting".
Conjugation 5 has the semantic function of "lying".

Conjugation 6 has the semantic function of "standing'".

From the point of view of semantic function, then, Conjugations

2-6 fall into four fields.

Syntactically, however, the situationkis more complex.
In addition to carrying person, number, tense, mood, and
aspect Congjugations 2-6 all carry a deictic function. On
this basis they can be divided into two groups:

Conjugations 2, 3 and 5 carry a deictic function glossed
as "yonder (far away from the speaker)™,

Conjugations 4 and 6 carry a deictic function glossed

as "in the vicinity of the speaker”,

It so happens that there is a morphophonemic differentiation
within the aquxiliary conjugation system that divides
Conjugations 2—6 into just the two groupings cited above,
The two groupings are characterized in terms of ¥ and t

conjugation types which relate to the phonological shape of
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the following bound person-markers in the present, past

and progressive paradigms of Congjugations 2-6.

first person exclusive bound subject pronoun (lexSP)
second person plural bound subject pronoun (2p1lspP)

third person plural bound subject pronoun (3p1sP)

The Progressive paradigm will be taken as exemplar:

Congug. 2 Conjug. & Conjug. &

lexSP afu—quny ard-ren? afa;quny
v y s ey s y .o e y oo y

2plSP nunkuru-nun nonkoro-ren nonkoro-nun
3plSP wara—qung woYo-ren? wafa—quny

Conjug. 4 Conjug. 6

rininY .

lexSP at-tinin at-yanin
2plsP nikit—tiginy nikit—yaqiny
3p1SP wit—tiging wit-gaqiny

(The person-markers precede the hyphen in the above examples.)

Conjugations 2, 3 and 5 are morphophonemically characterized

3
by the I conjugation-type, Conjugations 4 and 6 are mor-

u
phophonemically characterized by the t conjugation type,

3

The ¥ conjugation type characteristically has in 2plSP a
homorganic nasal preceding the dorso-velar stop.

L

Three points can be made here:

1. Although Conjugation 2 is an ¥ conjugation type (tak-
ing the Progressive paradigm as criterial) it contains an
exception to the 7 conjugation-type rule: the Present and
Past tenses are conflated into a single paradigm which con~
forms to the t conjugation type.

2., The Purposive paradigms of Conjugations 2-6 conform
to the t conjugation type in terms of the already cited in-
dices; and the Future and Subjunctive paradigms of the same
conjugations conform to the 7% conjugation type.

3. The deictic functions of the Auxiliary conjugations
are restricted to Conjugations 2-6. Conjugation 1, although
it has the phonological shape of an ¥ conjugation type, does
not have any deictic function at all., (This is likely to be
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There are two further syntactic functions carried by

Conjugations 2 and 3: Conjugation 2 has a copulative
function (v. 3.12) and Conjugation 3 has a durative function

(v. 3.13).

Person Markers (v. 3.18).

Each paradigm of each conjugation carries obligatory
bound subject pronouns and optional bound object pronouns.
The bound subjeét pronouns supplement the corresponding nine
free subject pronouns by two. The two additions comprise
the Vegetative (v) and the Silvan/Elemental (e). (These are
directly reflected in the adjectival concord system,

v. 3.27,) In terms of this pair of supplementary subject
pronouns there is an asymmetry between the bound subject
and object pronouns. That is to say, fhe nine bound object
pronouns correspond to the ninewfﬁee,subject pronouns, on

a one-to-one basis, There are no corresponding object
pronoun forms for the Vegetative and Silvan/Elemental

markers.

Tense, Aspect and Mood Paradigms.

5
Tense: Present, Past, and Future

Aspect: Progressive (with the exception of Conjugation
1), Punctiliar (Conjugation 1 only)

' Mood:  Purposive and Subjunctive.

Within the range of the Purposive are the Intentive (covering

the desire and/or intention to do something) and the Positive

4
5related to the fact that it has no semantic function either.,)

In Conjugations 1 and 2 the Present and Past tenses are con-
conflated, 1In Conjugation 1 the conflated tenses are called
Punctiliar (carrying the aspectual overtone of unique per-
formance) and the Sequential (v. 3,11).
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Imperative. Within the range of the Subjunctive is the

Potentiual (as opposed to the actual), often with the meaning
of a 'counterfactual condition' in the protasis of a

conditicnal sentence (v; 4.12.1).

3.11 Conjugation 1,

As already mentioned, Conjugation 1 has been inter-
preted in this description as the transitivity index of the
conjugation system. It carries no semantic function and
cannot stand alone, nor can it co-occur in the Verb Complex
(v. 4.13) with the continuative suffix -ma. Related to
the non-continuous aspect of this conjugation is the nature
of the punctiliar paradigﬁ. This paradigm, with an
aspectually perfective force, and whose tense-range covers
both past and present, describes unique events. Its
function can be illustrated contrastively with that of
paradigm 2, the sequential (whose tense-range also covers

both past and present) which is used to express serial

actions.

In the following passage the time-sequence is punctuated
by unique events (rendered by the punctiliar):
110. [te yini kark yuquny]

clf c¢rocodile come up 3sgmSP.2(progr)

[waliwalimang kark yugunytya]
river.dpf come up 3sgmSP.2(progr).foc
y

[ nonyonun titna] [Qatyv kark

3sgfSP.5(progr) bank.loc ptcl(emph) come up



yuquny] [ tar yimingqayi]
3sgmSP.2(progr) bite 3sgmSP.1(punct).3sgfOP
Lyiniwan tar yimin® alalk
crocodile.ag bite 3sgmSP.l(punct) child
nikpiwa ] [yakayaka niminY
little(sgf).sfm seream 3sgfSP.1(punct)
n€manytya]
parent.sfm
The salt-water crocodile was coming up. He
was coming up from the river. She was sleep{ng
on thé bank. He was just coming up. He bit her.

The crocodile bit the little girl. The mother

sereamed.

6
The sequential describes serial activity:

111. [alawar parat nontyo] : [tgan leXrp
woman get up 3sgfSP.5(pres) wood gather
WBWSntSn] [ ka nunta ' ' tyag
3sgfSP.1(sequ) come 3sgfSP.2(pres/past) fire
tdaxtYetl pirpiyet wowdnton]
prepare ignite 3sgfSP.1(sequ)

The woman gets up, %ﬁthe?s wood, comes and

prepares the fire and ignites (1t).

)

Cf. Swahili -KA- tense which "expresses an action or state
which follows another action." =~ E.O. Ashton, "Swahil<
Grammar", p.133.
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Sequential

Persons Punctiliar Purposive Future  Subjunctive
(1) (i1) (iii) (iv) (v)
lsgSP aya awonton atoma anmawa awuntuwa
2sgSP nuntya nowonton nontoma nunmawa nuwuntuwa
fsgmSP yimin® wowonton yinma yinmawa wuwuntuwa
3sgfSP nimin? wowonton nunma nunmawa wuwuntuwa
3sgeSP muya mowonto munma munmawa muwuntuwa
3sgfSP wuya wowonton wunma wunmawa wuwuntuwa
1d41spP ankaya ankonton ankotoma ankunmawa aNkuntuwa
licSP aXkun? arkonton artoma arkunmawa arkuntuwa
v g ' WV oo .. . v v .
lexSP arun aronton attoma arunmawa aruntuwa
2plseP nuqku}ung n30k5r3nt5n nokottoma nunku}u—'nuokufu-
nmawa- ntuwa
3plsSP wi¥min¥ wolonton wottoma woron- wutuntuwa
mawa

The subject-pronouns

are incorporated into

the auxiliary para-

digms as bound prefixal person-markers which are set out for

the cenjugation as follows:

Persons Punctiliar Sequential Purposive = Future Subjunctive
(1) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)

1sgSP a- a- a- a- a-

2sgSP nunt- no- non- nu- nu-

FsgmSP yi- wo - yi- yi- wu-

3sgfSP ni- WO - nu- nu- wu-

3sgvSP mu- mo - - mu- mu- mu -

3sgeSP wu - wo - wu- wu- wu-
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Persons Punctiliar Sequential Purposive Future Subjunctive

(1) (ii) (1i4) (iv) (v)
1d41SP anka- ank- anko- anku- ank-
licSP ark- ark- ar- arku- ark-
lexSP ar- ar- at- aru- ar-
2plspP nungkuf- nonkor- nokot- nunkufu- nunkuf-
3plspP wil- wor - wo t - woro- wut -

The tense-markers, residually, are as follows:

Persons Punctiliar Sequential Purposive Future Subjunctive

(1) (ii) (1ii) (iv) (v)
1sgSP ~ya -wonton ~-toma » —nmawé -wuntuwa
2sgSP -ya -wonton ~toma -nmawa -wuntuwa
3sgmSP -min” -wonton -nma , -nmawa -wuntuwa
3sgfSP -minY -wonton -nma -nmawa -wuntuwa
3sgvSP -ya -wonton -nma -nmawa -wuntuwa
3sgeSP -ya ~wonton ~nma -nmawa -wuntuwa
1d1sP -ya -onton —toma -nmawa -—untuwa
licSP -un? » -onton -toma -nmawa ~untuwa
lexS¥V -un? ~onton -toma ~-nmawa ~untuwa
2plsP ~un? -onton ~-toma -nmawa -untuwa
3plSP -min? -onton ;tama | -nmawa -untuwa

Paradigm 3. Purposive
112. mi nak nontoma

food eat 2sgSP.l(purp)

Eat the food!
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113, wak yentawaliktap atoma
water Like/desire lsgSP.1(purp)
I'd like (some) water.
114, taratwat atomawdro
Zook(pl.obj;).send lsgSP.l(purp).3plOP

I'll wateh them,

115, [apap yinma] ' [ tek yawuk nilk
stick 3sg.mSP.1l(purp) camp other die
yinma ]

3sgmSP.1(purp)
If he's sick in another camp he will die.
116. aman : a¥toma?
adv(intrg) 1(ic)SP.1l(purp)

What are we going to do?
Paradigm 4. Future-

117, mi nak anmawa
food eat 1sgSP.1l(fut)
I will eat food.
118, mi an anmanSwa7
foed give 1sgSP.1(fut).3sgmOP
I will give him food.
119. mi an anmawolowa

food give 1sgSP.1(fut).3plOP

I will give them food.

7
v. 3.19.3 regarding the word-final occurrence of -wa in
this environment. ’



Paradigm 5,. Subjunctive

120. te an awuntunowakka anti
meat give 1lsgSP.1(subj.3sgmOP.foc adv(recip)

ytgakna

te an wuwuntuwa¥in
meat give 3sgmSP.1l(subj).lsgOP.foc
Had I given him meat he would have given

me some.

v,y

121. te an nuwuntuwarlin” t’ akna anti

meat give ZSgSP.l(subj).lngP.foc adv(recip)
te an anmanunuwakka

meat give lsgSP.1(fut).2sgOP.foc

If you give me meat I will give you some.
The subjunctive also includes within its range the potential:

122. mata tarar wuwuntuwa
rain rain lightly 3sgeSP.1l(subj)
It might rain lightly.
Although Conjugation 1 has been termed the transitivity index
of the conjugation system its transitivizing capacity 1is
extremely limited. yur (lie down) and t’et (stand up) are
the cognate verb roots for conjugations 5 and 6, respectively
But when selecting Conjugation 1 they function as transitive
verbs.
123. tyagar yur aya pawurkan
spear lay 1sgSP.l(punctiliar) floor.loc

I lay spear on floor.

773
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124. antuk tdet aronton
house put up lexSP.1l(sequ)

We (ex) erect(ed) the houze.

One verb root has been encountered whose semantic content

can be affected according to which of two conjugations it

selects:
(1) + conj. 1: bury
v
urk
(2) + conj. 2: enter

7

125. pulit? t?utfx ayand
old man bury 1lsgSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP

I bury/buried the old man.

126. tono tdutx yita
jungle enter 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He enters/entered the jungle.

3.12 Conjugation 2.

Auxiliary Conjugation 2 is, semantically, a conjugation
of "movement". It carries both a deictiec and a copulative

function.

In its unmarked role Conjugation 2:
(i) co-occurs with verb roots of "movement" in a
semantically cognate role:
127. éi yita tonona -
go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) Jungle.loc

He goes/went to the jungle.



kupuk yita waliwaliyinna
dive 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) river.loc

He dives/dived into the »river.

or occurs by itself as a verb of "movement":
128. teno ata
meat.int 1sgSP.2(pres/past)

I'm going for meat.

(1i) carries a deictic function glossed as "yonder (far
away from the speaker)":
129. nilng tarma wutta
natl press.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/past)
They are/weie hammering nails (over yonder)
130. yinga eyin yita?
man intrg 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

Who ie that man (over yonder)?

(iii) when occurring alone (i.e., without a verb root)

Auxiliary Conjugation 2 can carry a copulative function:

131. karala yunpayin yita

body good 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He is happy.
132. na lerp aQuny

1sgSP hot lsgSP.2(progr)

I am hot.

For the marked role of Conjugation 2 the semantic

functicn of the auxiliary is "foregrounded":

8 .
Term introduced by Paul L. Garvin in Garvin (1964).

75
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133. t7?alkyur nonyo

bend over 2sgSP/3sgfSP.5(pres)

She bende over/You (sg) bend over.

becomes, when Conjugaticn 2 is selected:

134. tyalkyurali nunta
bend over.ptcpl 2sgSP/3sgfSP.2(pres/past)
You (sg)/She gol(es)/went along bent over.
135. ka yita-nki
come 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).dc
He comes/came here.
Conjugation 2
Persons Pres/Past Progressive Purposive Future Subjunctive
(1) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)
1sgSP ata aqung atun anunka awinytya
2sgSP nunta anuny nuntun nununka niwinYtYa
, y ‘ v .. Y.y
3sgmSP yita yunun yonpun yonunka wiwin~ t a
y .. Yy
3sgfSP nunta nunun nunpurn nununka wiwin~ t” a
y | . LYY
3sgvsSP muta munun munpun monunka miwin“t  a
oy . . oL gy
3sgeSP wuta wunun wunpuf wonunka wiwin~t” a
1d41sP ankata ankununy ankatun ankanu— ankinytya
nka
1licSP arta afkuquny artin arkanu- atxin’tYa
' . nka
lexSP atta afuqunj attun aranu- atintYa
nka )
2plSP nukutta nuqku}uquny nukuttun nunkuf~- ninkirin-
ununka ta
3plsp wuttan wo¥onun’ wuttun woronu- wi¥inZt7a
nka

The subject person-markers are as follows:
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Persons Pres/Past Progressive Purposive Future Subjunctive
1sgsP a- a- a- a- a-
2sgSP nun- nu- nun- nu- ni-
3sgmSP yi- yu- yon- yo - wi-
3sgfSP nun- nu- nun- nu wi-
3sgvSP mu- mu- mun- mo - mi-
3sgeSP wu- wu - wun- WO - wi-
1d1sP anka- anku- anka- anka- ank-
1icSP ar- arku- ar- arka- ark-
lexSP at- aru- at- ara- ar-
2plsP nukut- anku}u— nukut- nuqku}u- ninkit-
3p1lSP wut-— WOTro- wut- woYro- wik-

The tense-markers are, residually, as follows:
1sgSP ~ta] —Quny\ —tuq‘ -nuq—ka\ ~win’t7a
2sgS3P
BngSP
3sgfSP
3sgvSP
3sgeSP -win’t%a
1d1sP ~inYtY%a
licSP
lexSP
2pls?
3pls?P -ta| —UunyJ -tun) - -nun-ka| ~in?t7a J




Paradigm 1: Present/Past

13¢6.

137.

alawar wapli yita tek yawukan
woman take 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) camp other.loc
He takes (his) wife to another camp.

alawar yin’a yawdt akana pi atta

woman man lexSP adv(neg) go lex.SP.2(pres/

past)
tan

mix (intr)

We (ex) men and women don't miz.

Paradigm 2. Progressive

138.

139.

140.

141.

142,

pi aqung "mission"-na

go 1sgSP.2(progr) Mission.loc

I've been going to the Mission for some time.
y
katma yunun- na
laugh.cnt 3sgSP.2(progr).loc
He used to laugh.
kina ka yunun?
ss.loc come 3sgmSP.(progr)

He's been here some time.

R
wanyma woroenun

y
row.cnt 3plSP.2(progr)
They used to row (nautical).

mat?an lapar yuquny

foot swell 3sgmSP.2(progzr)

His foot is swelling.

78



143. tatma yita tyintan way
see.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) always still
yuouny
3sngP.2(progf)

He's still alive.

Paradigm 3. Purposive

144, yeli pi attun tat?
paperbark go 1lexSP.2(purp) strike

We (ex) are going to strip off paperbark.

145. kina ka yonpun

ss.loc come 3sgmSP.2(purp)
Let him eomé here.
146. parakutman ' attun
white man.rbl 1exSP.2(purp)
We're getting like white men.
147, tyakat. nuntun!
S rUn 2sgSP.2(purp)
Run!

Paradigm 4. Future.

148.

149.

te mu pi yonunka ’ tirit
clf goose go 3sgmSP.2(fut) shoot
yonunka

3sgmSP.2(fut)

tikka

back.come

He will go and shoot geese and come back.

akutena pi anunka?
intrg(ss) go 1sgSP.2(fut)

Where shall I go?
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Paradigm 5. Subjunctive
150. ka wiwinytya ginya yanak €yin?
come 3sgmSP.2(subj) (initiated) man one who

Would any one man have come?

y v.y

151. mugin nuluk lamkamma wiYin’t”a
dogs language talk 3plSP.2(subj)

The dogs would have been able to speak.

152. antimanyna te aﬁma atkin?nowakka
adv(recip).dpf(neg) meat give.cnt 1icSP.2(subj).
3sgmOP.foc
akana te anti an yonpunalpulu
adv(neg) meat adv(recip) give 3sngP.2(purp)lic0P

If we (ic) don't give him meat he won't give

us (ie) any.

3.13 Conjugation 3.

Auxiliary Conjugation 3 is semantically a conjugation of
"movement'"; syntactically it carries a deictic function
(glossed as "yonder far away from the speaker') and an

iterative function (glossed as "keep on/go on doing (some-

thing)").

In its unmarked function Conjugation 3
(i) co-occurs with Verbs of "movement', in a semantically
cognate role
153. ka yowora pak
come 3sgmSP.2(pres) sit down

He is coming to sit down.
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154. tikpi yowora yur
back go 3sgmSP.3(pres) Llie down

He's on his way back to lie down.

(ii) carries a deictic function glossed as "yonder

(away from speaker)" and an iterative function:

155. wurlk mowora
big fire 3sgvSP.3(pres)
Bush fire goes on (burning) a long way off.

(wufk (big fire) requires m- concord, rather than the w-

concord which t’8q (fire) demands.)

In its marked function the auxiliary is semantically

foregrounded:
156. te lakma yawafaga
meat eat.cnt 3sgmSP.3(pres).dc

He kept on moving while eating over there.
TENSES. Paradigm 1. Present.

157. te welma yoworla
meat hang(intr).cnt 3sgmSP.3(pres)

The meat goes on hanging there.
Paradigm 2., Past.

158. te ma pi yuwura ey .
clf wallaby on 3sgmSP.3(past) kill
He goes on killing wallaby.
159. waliwali ki wuwula artil
river ss 3sgeSP.3(past) sea

Thie river went on flowing to the sea.



Paradigm 3.

160.

yonton

3sgmSP

Progressive

Y

listen.cnt.

€yantakma

es ooy

yoworen

y

3sgmSP.3(progr)

He keeps on listening over there.

Paradigm 4.

161.

162.

te

meat

Purposive

welma

hang.cnt

yonporan

3sgmSP.3(purp)

Let the meat go on hangiﬁg there.

mi

food

Let the food go on

Paradigm 5.

163.

yonton

3sgmSP

o ey
monporarn

sgvSP.3(purp)

Future

tyeyantakma

listen.cnt

yonoranka

(cooking).

3sgmSP.3(fut)

He will go on listening over there.
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Note that there is no Subjunctive paradigm for Conjugation 3.

Conjugation 3

Persons Past Present Progress— Purposive Future
ive :

Paradigm 1 Paradigm 2 Paradigm 3 Paradigm 4 Paradigm 5
1sgSP awura awora awo¥en? atoran anoranka
2sgSP numpura nompota nompdten? -n5nt5faq nonoranka
3sgmSP yuwula yowora ySwaany yonporan yonoranka
3sgfSP numpura nompora nompo¥en’ nonpd¥an nonoranka
3sgvSP muwurta mowora mowdten? ménporan.  monoranka
3sgeSP wuwulta wowora woworen? wonporan wonoranka
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Persons

Past

Paradigm 1

Present

Paradigm 2

Progress-

ive

Paradigm 3

Purposive

Paradigm 4

Future

Paradigm 5

1d1s?p
1icSP
lexSP
2p1lSP

3plsp

The bound person-markers

1sgSP
2s8gSP
3sgmSP
3sgfsSP
3sgvSP
3sgeSP
1d41sP
1icSP
lexSP
2plSP

3plsey

The tense-markers are as

1sgSP
2sgSP
3sgmSP
3sngP
3sgvSP

3sgeSP

ankuwura
v vy
arkuwura
v
arura
v
nunkurura

v
wurura

num-
yu-
num-
mu -
wu -
anku-
v
arku-
v
aru-
v
nunkuru-

v
wuru-

v
~wura
v
~pura
v
-wura
v
-pura
v
-wura

v
-wura

.. es
ankowora
v, es eey
arkowora

s v

arora

ey

nonkorora

s ea vy

worora

e
nom-

.e ce v oo
nonkoro-

I REX)

woro-=

ey
~wora

XY

~-pora

se v
-wora

(TR}

-pora

TR
-wora

XY
-wora

ankoworen

v e eew
arkowore€n

)
aroreny

nonkdrstenynukuttdtan

w eevw y
WOroreEn

anEtSfaQ

v LA A
artoran

attoran

wattafaq

are as follows:

.e
nom-=

. yo-

e
nom-
..
mo-
WO -
aqkb—
v .o
arko-
v ve
aro-

sey e

nonkoro-

-woten?

ey
-woren

non-
yon-

.
non-

at-
nukut-~

wot-

ankonoranka
arkonocranka
aransfaqka
nonkonofanka

e e ey
woronoranka

no-

yo-

.
no-

-noranka
—nafaqka
—nB}ana
-nofanka
-noranka

-
-noranka



Persons Past Present Progress—- Purposive Future
ive
Paradigm 1 Paradigm 2 Paradigm 3 Paradigm 4 Paradigm 5

1d1spP -wura -wora -woren” -toran -noranka
licSP -wurla -wora -wo¥en? -toran -noranka
y e v e
lexSP -ra -ra -ren ~toran ~noranka
2plSP -ra -ra —rany -toran -noranka
3plsp -ra -ra -ren? -toran ~-notanka

3.14 Conjugation 4.

Auxiliary Conjugation 4 is semantically a conjugation of
"sitting"; syntactically it carries a deictic function glossed

as "in the viecinity of the speaker'.
In its unmarked function Conjugation ¢4

(i) occurs with the Verb Root "sit” in a semantically

cognate role:

e ee

164. yonton pak yono
3sgmSP sit 3sgmSP.4(pres)

He sits down.

(ii) carries a deictic function glossed as "in the

vieinity of the speaker':

165. yinya ‘ murma wotto
(initiated) man dance.cnt 3plSP.4(pres)
The men are dancing here.

166. niln tarma yono
natl press.cnt 3sgmSP.4(pres)

He hammers the nail (in the speaker's vicinity).



In its semantically marked function the Auxiliary

foregrounded:

167. nan’ilk

hand

4
yirma

serateh.cnt

ano

1lsgSP.4(pres)

I am sitting down scratching my hand.

Conjugation 4
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is

Persons Past _Present Progress—- Purpos- Future Subjunctive
ive ive

(1) (i1) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)
1sgSP anuwa ano aniqiny atini aniwa awinin’t’a
2sgSP nunuwa nono . niniqiny nintini niniwa niwinin?t7a
3sgmSP yunuwa yono yinininy yini yiniwa wiwininytya'
3sgfSP nunuwa nono niniqiny nini ‘niniwa wiwinin?t?a
3sgvSP munuwa mono minininy mini miniwa miwinin?tYa
3sgeSP wunuwa wono wininin® wini. winiwa wiwinin?tYa
1d41sSp ankun- ankono aqkiqiny ankit- ankiniwa ankininytya

uwa : ‘ ini
licSP arXtuwa arto attinin’ a¥tini a¥kiniwa atinin?tYa
lexSP attuwa atto attinin? attini aYiniwa arinin’t?a
2plsP nukut- nukutto nikitt- nikitt- nigkifiniwa ninkiYinin-

tuwa iqiny ini t a
3plSP wutt- wotto wittiqiny wittini wiliniwa witinin’t”a

uwa

The bound person-markers are as follows:

1sgSP a- a- a- a- a- a-
2sgSP nu- no- ni- nin- ni- ni-
3sgmSP yu- yo- yi- yi- yi- wi-
3sgfSP nu- no- ni- ni- ni- wi-
3sgvSP mu- mo mi- mi- mi- mi-
3sgeSP  wu~ WO~ wi- wi- wi- wi-
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Persons Past Present Progress Purposive Future Subjunctive
-ive
(1) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)
1d1sP anku- anko- anki- anki- anki- ank-
1icSP ar- ar- ar- ar- arki- ark-
lexSP at- at- at- at- ari- ar-
2plSP nukut- nukut- nikit- nikit- ninki¥i- nigkiY-
3plspP wut- WO t - wit- wit- wili- wil -
The tense-markers are as follows:
1sgSP -nuwa)| -nd) -niqing‘ -tini —niwa\ .-wininytya’
2sgSP -tini
3sgmSP -ni
3sgfSP ~ni
3sgvSP -ni
3sgeSP —niginy‘ -ni -wininZ¢7a
1d41sP -nuwa| —iqiny ~tini) -ininZt%a
licSP ~tuwa ~-tir).7‘.nyN
lexSP
2plsP
3plSP -tuwa | —n5J —tir)inyJ -tini| -niwa| -inin?tYa )

Paradigm 1. Past Tense.

168. yonton pak yunuwa

3sgmSP sit 3sgmSP.4(past)

He sat down.

The meaning of the verdb root tik differs according to

whether it is accompanied by a Conjugation 4 or a Conjugation

2 auxiliary:



169. tik anuwa

I grew up.

as opposed to:

170. tik vyita
back 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He came/comes back.
171. woronton lamlamma wuttuwa
3plsP talk.cnt 3plSP.4(past)
They were sitting talking or They were talking

in the speaker's vicinity.
Paradigm 2. Present Tense.

172. vyinZa par5t. pakali yono
(initiated) man sits up sit.ptcpl 3sgmSP.4(pres)
The man gets into a sitting position (i.e. from
lying position).
173. yina ki ydnd
(initiated) man ss 3sgmSP.4(pres)
This man here.
174. puntu patma wona¥in?
head burst.cnt 3sgeSP.4(pres).lsgOP
My head is splitting (i.e. I have a bad

headache) .

Paradigm 3. Progressive.

g y

175, alimitiman yininin
ts.apf 3sgmSP.4 (progr)

He's been here a long time.
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176. p5ny tik aninin?
0

belly grow

I'm getting fat.

177. [ mi miniginy]
food 3sgvSP.4(progr)
numpan ]
adv

Perhaps they took the

Paradigm 4. Purposive

take

88

1lsgSP.4(progr)

[wapi wutta

3plSP.2(pres/past)

food that was here.

178. luppakali artini
close together sit.ptcpl 1icSP.4(purp)
We'ZZ/Zet's‘sit close together.
179. pak nintini!
| sit 2sgSP.4(purp)
Sit down!
180. tik yini!
grow up 3sgmSP.4(purp)
Let him grow up!
Paradigm 5. Future
181. noyo kina pak aniwa
tomorrow ss.loc sit 1sgSP.4(fut)
Tomorrow I'll sit here.
182. noyo tyertVerma aniwa
tomorrow sing.cnt lsgSP.4 (fut)

Tomorrow I will sing.
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Paradigm 6. Subjunctive

y y

183. te anma wiwinin’arin®ta’kna lakma

meat give.cnt 3sgmSP.4(subj).foc eat (meat).cnt
awinin®t’akna
1sgSP.4(subj).foc

Had he given me meat I would have eaten it.
3.15 Conjugation 5.
Auxiliary Conjugation & is semantically a conjugation of

"lying"; syntactically it carries a deictic function of

"yonder (far away from the speaker).
In its unmarked function Conjugation 5

(i) co-occurs with Verbs of "lying” in a semantically

cognate function:

184. yur woro
lie down 3plSP.5(pres)

They lie doun.

(ii) carries a deictic function meaning "yonder (far

away from the speaker)":

185. yinYa murma woro
man dance.cnt 3plSP.5(pres)

The men are dancing over yonder.

186. niln tarma woro
natl press.cnt 3plSP.5(pres)

They are hammering nails over yonder.

In its semantically marked function the Auxiliary is

foregrounded:



188.

Yakma ndnyd

‘ala wvar kan
woman cough.cnt 3sgfSP.5(pres)

She is coughing Llying down.
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The bound person-markers are as Icllows:
Persons Past Present Progress- Purpos- Future Subjunctive
ive ive
(1) (i1) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)

1sgSP a- a- a- a- a- a-

2sgSP nun- non- non- non- no- ni-

3sgmSP yu- yo- yo- yon- yo- wi-

3sgfSP nun- non- non- non- no- wi-

3sgvSsSP mu - mo- mo - mon- mo - mi-

3sgeSP wu - wo - wo- won- wo- wi-

1d418P anku- anko- anko- anko- anko- ank-

licSP art- art- art- ar- arko- ark-

lexSP ar- ar- al- at- aro- ar-

2plsp nunkur- nonkor- nonkor- nukut- nonkolro- ninki¥-

3plsSP wuf - wor - wor- wo t - woro-. wik-

The tense-markers are as follows:

1sgSP -yuwa -yo) —yaqung\ -toyun -n5yun\ —winytyé*

2sgSP -toyun

3sgmSP -yun |

3sgfSP

3sgvSP

3sgeSP -yun ~winZtYa
J J

1d41SP -toyun) -in’t7a )

1icSP -yuwa | -yo —yaqunyJ

lexSP -uwa ‘ -0 < -3nun”

2plsP

3plsP -uwa -0 J —30uny —tsyuqd —nayugJ -in7t%; J
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|

Fifty-nine verb roots have been encountered which can

co-occur with Conjugation 5 only in the plural persons. The

reasons for this constraint are not yet clear.

Verb Roots able to take Conjugationm 5 in the plural only

are marked by a bracketed asterisk.

Constraints on the

co-occurrence of particular verb roots with (full) auxiliary

conjugations are marked by unbracketed asterisks.

kefkaty
kolp
kurkaty
kufwapakaty
kuwpuk .
lakkat”
larap
leriyet
le¥p (plural.subj.)
lafp
minytyetali
karkwat
altufp

€y

kurwapi
kalyur
kapukkupuk

kararwat

karlak(ma) (of bird, e.g.)

park

wat

1234%5(*)6
12345(*)6%
12345(*)6

12345(*)6

1%234*%5 (%) 6%

12345(*)6

12345 (*)6

1*%2345(%)6

1#2345(%)6
12345(*)6
1*#2345(*)6
12345(*)6

12345(*)6

startle (an animal,
e.g.)
roast

dig out
turn around (tr.)

dive into water
(plural.subj.)

leave meat when
salted

bind

spread out (intr.)
meet (marked for
plurality)

gather firewood
throw firesticks
at someone

take out

penetrate

1234%5(*)6 (*)wound (with spear)

1%234*5(*)6%* drag

12345(*)6
1*%2345(%)6

12345(*)6

1234*%5(*)6

1234%5(*%)6

12345(*)6

carry (on shoulder)
bathe
take out

pieck something out
of ground and eat
it

leave something
behind

send



watiyan
tar/tarmur
yerpat
aritapat
timkut

kark nonyo

“e Y oe
karark woro

watyuk
wulk
tankatg

y

yittelat

ywukuty

pin
nakwirwir
natnat
Qatankatg
payiwarat
pe¥pan

pet

pikpit

pit

tapak
tapparirlip
tapatpam
tayipat
tuktarar
tYakt7et
tyampufp

pay

12345(*)6
12345(*)6
12345(%)6

12345(*)6

12345(*)6

1%234*%5(*)6

12345(%)6
12345(%)6
12345(%)6
12345(*)6
12345(%)6
12345(%)6
1234%5(*)6
12345(%)6
12345(*)6
12345(%)6
12345(*)6
12345 (%) 6%
12345(*)6
12345(%)6
12345(*)6
12345(%)6
123%45(%)6
12345(*)6
12345(%)6

1*2345(*)6

1*#234%5(%)6%
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share

crush/crush with feet
rub

open door

bury (e.g. a dog a bone)
come/go up

pour

fill up (a bag, e.g.)

mix up (people, etec.) (tr.)
slough skin (of a snake,
e.g.)

bale (water) out

eat fruit and‘dribble Juice

chip wood

make a mistake

bring out

frighten (tx.)

paint

rub firestick

miss (i.e. with spear)
break

turn over -

pick something up and put it
down

split

hollow out a log for a canoe

make (i.e. prepare) fire

stoke up fire

emerge



tyagatyaya

g

L
€ny

kiwan t

y

tiyan

y

t?6l1olmuru

tyufk

9

ufpteyitg
vy .
wariyat
wurum€lwuru
yefputwa
yurma
y

tapt?i?

TENSE/
Paradi

188.

189.

Paradi

190.
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12345(*)6 ‘pour water into an object
12345(*)6 fix up/repair
12345(*)6 give (plural object)
1*234*5(*)6 descend |
12345(*)6 enter
1234*%5(*)6 cut off
12345(*%)6 meet

mel 12345(*)6 try something out
14#2345(%)6 take back a gift
12345(*)6 drag net
12345(*)6 drop

MOOD/ASPECT

gm 1. Past Tense

y3nt5n yur yuyuwa

3sgmSP lie down 3sngP;5(past)

He. lay down.

y

, v v
yinca alawar nurnut wuruwa

man woman sleep 3plSP.5(past)

The man/men (and) woman/women slept.

gm 2, Present Tense.
muyin’ mordt keYpke¥pma yoyo
dog bone crunch.cnt 3sgmSP.5(pres)
The dog 1¢ lying down crunching the bone.
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191. yontdn man’yur yoyo

3sgmSP floats up 3sgmSP.5(pres)

He floats up.

Paradigm 3. Progressive

192. alimifi kina yur wotonun?
ts ss.loc 1ie down 3plSP.5(progr)

They used to lie down here.

193. te nawan’ak worongun?
meat smell 3pl1SP.5(pregr)

They are smelling the meat.
Paradigm 4. Purposive

194, nqulnut yonyun
sleep 3sgmSP.5(purp)
He's going to have a sleep.
195. yur nontoyun!
lie down 2sgSP.5(purp)

Lie down!

Paradigm 5. Future

196. na tyeyantak anoyunnunuwa
1lsgSP hear 1sgSP.5(fut)

I will listen to you.
197. na yur anoyunka
1sgSP lie down 1sgSP.5(fut)

I will lie down.
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Paradigm 6. Subjunctive

198. wanari yur niwinytyakna na yur

2sgSP lie down 2sgSP.5(subj).foc 1sgSP 1lie down
anoyunkakna
1lsgSP.5(fut).foc

If you lie down I'll lie down.

199. yonton ariwit?im wiwinyqagiwakka
3sgmSP kiss 3sgmSP.2/5/6(subj).3sgf0OP.foc
anti ndntdn ariwit’im ndndyunndwakka
adv(recip) 3sgfSP kis 3sngP.5(fut).3sg?0P.
oc

If he kisses her she will kiss him.
3.16 Conjugation 6.

Auxiliary Conjugation 6 is semantically a conjugation of
"standing'"; syntactically it carries a deictic function of
"in the viecinity of the speaker'". Conjugation 6 is grouped,
deictically and morphologically, with Conjugation 4: both
carry a deictic sense of "in the speaker’'s vicinity'" and

both fall within what has been called t conjugation type.
In its unmarked function Conjugation 6

(i) co-occurs with Verbs of "standing'" in a semantically
g

cognate function:

200. alawar parat nontyo
womnan get up 3sgfSP.6(pres)

The woman gets up.



9 !
201. yin’a tyefat wityanin’

man stand (pl S) 3plsP.6(progr)

The men are standing up.

(ii) carries a deictic function meaning "in the

vicinity of the speaker':

202. nonton antuk lufunma nontyo
3sgfSP house clean.cnt 3sgfSP.6(pres)

She is cleaning the house here/nearby

as opposed to:

203. nonton antuk lulunma nonyo
3sgfSP house clean.cnt 3sgfSP.5(pres)

She 1s cleaning the house over yonder.

In its semantically marked function the Auxiliary is

foregrounded:

204. kan”akma nontyo
cough.cnt 3sgfSP.5(pres)

She is coughing standing up.

9
Partial reduplication of Verb Root for plural subject: t7et
becomes t’e¥at (v. 3.24.1).
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The bound person-markers are as follows:
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Persons Past Present Progress-~ Purpos- Future Subjunc-
ive ive tive

(1) (ii) (111) (iv) (v) (vi)

1sgSP a- a- a- a- a- a-

2sgSP nunt- nont- nint- nin- ni- ni-

3sgmSP yu- yo- yi- yin- yi- wi-

3sgfSP nunt- nont- nint- nun- ni- wi-

3sgvSP mu-~- mo - mi- mun- mi- mi-

3sgeSP wu - wo - wi- wun- wi- wi-

1d1sP anku- anko- anki- anki- anki- aqk;

licSP alt- att- art- al- arki- alk-

lexSP at- at- at- at- ari- at-

2plSP nukut- nokot- nikit- nikit- ninki¥i- nigkiY-

3plsP wut- wot— wit- wit- wiki- wil-

The tense-markers are as follows:

1sgSP. -yuwa\ —y8~ —yaqiny\ -tiyan -niyan ) -wintZa)

2sgSP -tyan )

3sgmSP

3sgfSP

3sgvSP

3sgeSP -tyan | —wintyaJ

1d1SP -tiyan) -int7a )

1icSP

lexSP

2pls?

3pls? -yuwa | ~yo | —yaqingd ~tiyan| ~nivan J ~int7a
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There are five Verb roots which can take Conjugation 6

only in the plural persons (cf. 3.15):

kotap 1234%5%6 (%) line up

kulpak T 1%2345%6 (%) get into a canoe

ey 1234%5(*%)6(*) wound (with spear)
kark/karark (pl.subj.) 1%#234%5(*)6(*) go up (to a place)
wat?nurupat 1%2345%6 (%) attempt to fly (of a

young bird)

(Note that all these Verb Roots describe actions involving
movement. )
Paradigm 1. Past
205. npa wurma ayuwa
1sgSP stand up 1lsgSP.6(past)
I stood up.

1 206. nontdn tY

et nuntyuwa
3sgfSP be born 3sgfSP.6(past)

She was born.

Paradigm 2. Present
207. msqkitgmegkity karlakma
sparrow-hawk piek out of ground (and) eat.cnt
wotyo

3plsP.6(pres)

Sparrow-hawke pick things out of ground and eat

them.
208. yinya wurlma yoyo
man stand up 3sgmSP.6(pres)

The man stands up.



2009.

210.
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wak kurkurlma woyo
water pull.pull.cnt 3sgmSP.6(pres)
The current 18 strong.

y

t7anar ty

et moyo
spear stand 3sgvSP.6(pres)

The spear stands up.

Paradigm 3. Progressive

211.

212,

213.

y

yonton paratt et yiyanin?

3sgmSP get up.stand 3sgmSP.6(progr)

He used to stand up.

y y y

.s . . v ., .. .o
man wonatt "¢t wiyaninTarin”woro

stomach bad.stand 3sgmSP.6(progr).lsgOP.3plOP
I am sorry for them.

Yes

ton pafkty

et wiyaqiny

tree grow 3sgvSP.6(progr)

The tree is growing.

Paradigm 4. Purposive

214, na wulma atiyan
lsgSP stand up 1sgSP.6(purp)
I'm going to stand up.
215. parat nintiyan!
get up 2sgSP.6(purp)
Get up!
Paradigm 5. Future
216. na parat aniyanka

1sgSP get up 1sgSP.6(fut)

I will get up.
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217. yinZa mu¥ma wiriniyanka
man dance.contin. 3plSP.6(fut)

The men will dance (in the speaker's vicinity).

Paradigm 6. Subjunctive

ItYa na wutma

218. wanali wulma niwin
2sgSP stand up 2sgSP.6(subj) 1sgSP stand up
atiyarn
1sgSP.6(purp)

If you stand up I'll stand up.

3.17 It would appear, on evidence available so far,
that the semantic function10 of the auxiliary is relatively
slight in relation to its other functions. That is to say,
there are other means of introducing the notion of physical
posture into the Verb Complex than thoée provided by the
auxiliary conjugations. The cognate verb roo%s for

conjugation 4, 5 and 6, pak, yur and £

€t, can in a number
of cases, be conjoined to a Verb Root. This operation forms
a compound Verb Root which can take the participial suffix
-ali (v. 3.21.4; 4.14.2).Thus, for example, the VerB Root
tap ("grab') is constrained from Conjugation 5:

mi* tap wor

food(veg) grab 3plSP.5{(pres)

10
For example, t alkyur nonyo

bend over 2sg/3sgfsSP.5(pres): 'She/you (sg) bend.
over
becomes, with the selection of Conjugation 2 plus deictic:
tyalkyurali,A nunta
bend over.ptcpl. 2sg/3sgfsSP.2(pres/past)

'You go/She goes along over there bent over.'
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But the following is acceptable:

219. tapyurali yoyo
grab.lie.ptcpl. 3sgmSP.5(pres)

He grabs (it) while lying down.

On the other hand, mufma "dance (of men)" is able to
select Conjugations 4 and 5, not in their semantic but in
their deictic functions. (The auxiliary characteristically

carries no semantic meaning when carrying a deictic function.)

3.18 The Morphophonemics of the bound Subject

Person-Markers.

The bound person-markers retain a consistency throughout
the conjugations. That is to say, they retain, for the
most part, a recognizable form throughout the various

paradigms.

3.18.1 1sgSP is consistently a low open central

unrounded vowel a=-,

3;18.2 2sgSP consistently begins with an apico-alveolar
nasal followed by either a high or mid-vowel. The second
person singular marker can be realized by either an open or
a closed monosyllable according to Conjugation and Paradigm.
If it is a closed monosyllable the vowel can be followed by
either a bilabial nasal:

‘as in the past, present and progressive paradigms of

Conjugation 3.
or an apico-alveolar nasal:
‘as in the purposive paradigm of Conjugations 2, 3, 4,

5 and 6 and in the past, prescnit and progressive



paradigms of Conjugation 5.

or an apico-alveolar nasal plus homorganic stop:

as in the past, present and progressive paradigms

of Conjugation 6.

This monosyllabic person-marker and the subsequent syllable

have like vowels in the following instances:

Conj. 1:
Conj. 2:
Conj. 3:
Conj. 4:
Conj. 5:
Conj. 6:

The subjunctive of conjugations 2, &6 and 6: ni.win

non.toma (purposive); no.wonton (sequential);

nu.wuntuwa (subjunctive);

nq.quny (progressive); nun.tun {purposive);

nu.nun(ka) (future);

nom.pora (present); num.puXa (past); non.tolan
(purposive); nom.pd¥en? (progressive);
no.noranka (future);

nu.nuwa (past); nond (present); ni.ninin”

(progressive); nin.tini (purposive); ni.niwa
(future);

nun.yuwa (past); non.yo (present); ndn.ydnun’

(progressive); non.tayun (purposive);.

no.noyun(ka) (future);

nunt.yuwa (past); nont.yo (present); nin.tiyan
(purposive); ni.niyan (future);
ytya; and o

v,y

Conjugation 4: ni.winin’t”a.

3.18.3

3sgmSP is consistently semi-conscnant-initial.

With the exception of the subjunctive paradigms of all

conjugations and the sequential paradigm of Conjugation 1
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(which begin with the bilabial semi-consonant), this is the
lamino-palatal semi-consonant followed by either a high or
mid vowel. The third singular/masculine person markers can
be realized by either an open or a closed mono-syllable
according to conjugation and paradigm. If it is a closed
monosyllable the vowel will be followed by an apico-alveolar
nasal (as in the purposive paradigms of Conjugations 2, 3,

5 and 6). This monosyllabic person marker and the subsequent

syllable have like vowels in the following instances:

Conj. l: wyi.min? (punctiliar); wo.wontdn (sequential);

wu.wuntuwa (subjunctive);
Conj. 2: yu.quny (progressive);

"Conj. 3: yo.wora (present); yu.wura (past); yon.poran
(purposive); yo.wo¥en’ (progressive);
yo.noran (future);

Conj. 4: yu.nuwa (past); yo.no (present); yi.niqiny

(progressive); yi.ni (purpbsive); yi.niwa

(future);

Conj. 5: yu.yuwa (past); yo.yo (present); yo.yonun®

(progressive); yo.noyun(ka) (future);

y

wi.winyt®a (subjunctive);

Conj. 6: yu.yuwa (past); yo.yo (present);
yi.niyéqka (future).

The subjunctive of Conjugations 2, 5 and 6: wi.wint?a; and

of Conjugation 4: wi.winin’t’a.
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3.18.4 3sgfSP consistently begins with an apico-
alveolar nasal immediately followed by a high or mid-vowel.
In all but the following paradigms this form is identical
in shape with that of the second singular person-marker:
the punctiliar, sequential and purposive paradigms of
Conjugation 1; the subjunctive paradigms of Conjugations
1, 2, 4, 5 and 6; the purposive paradigms of Conjugations

4, 5 and 6.

The third singular feminine person-marker can be
realized by either an open or a closed monosyllable. If
it is a closed monosyllable the vowel can be followed by
either a bilabial or apico-alveolar nasal or an apico-
alveolar nasal plus homorganic stop. This monosyllabic
person marker and the subsequent syllable have like
vowels in the following instances. To avoid repetition
only those forms non-identical with tﬁe second person

singular will be exemplified.

Conj. 1l: ni.min” (punctiliar); wo.wonton (sequential);

wu.wuntuwa (subjunctive);

Conj. 2: nun.pun (purposive);

Conj. 3: non.poran (purposive);
Conj. 4: ni.ni (purposive).

The subjunctive of Conjugations 2, 5 and 6: wi.winytga;

and of Congjugation 4: wi.winin®tYa.

3.18.5 3sgvSP. This is the person used when the

referent is vegetable non-meat food and consistently begins

with a bilabial nasal, immediately followed by a high or

mid vowel.
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The third singular vegetative person marker can be
realized by either an open or a closed monosyllable. If
it is a closed monosyllable the vowel will be followed by
an apico-alveolar nasal‘(as in the purposive paradigm of
Conjugations 2, 3, 5 and 6). This monosyllabic person
marker and the subsequent syllable have like vowels in

the following instances:

Conj. l: mu.wuntuwa (subjunctive);
Conj. 2: mu.nuny (progressive); mun.pun (purposive);
Conj. 3: mo.wora (present); mu.wurfa (past);

.o R . . ey y .
mon.poran (purposive); mo.woren” (progressive);
mo .noran (future);

Conj. 4: mu.nuwa (past); mo.no (present); mi.niqiny

(progressive); mi.ni (purposive);
mi.niwa (future);

Conj. 5: mu.yuwa (past); mo.yo (preSent); m5.y30uny
(progressive); mo.noyunka (future);
Conj. 6: mu.yuwa (past); mo.yo (present); mi.niyanka

(future).

The subjunctive paradigms of Conjugations 2, & and 6:

mi.winytya; and that of Conjg. 4: mi.win’tYa.

3.18.6 3sgeSP. This form is used when the referent
is wood, fire, water, earth (including areal space and
stone) and consistently begins with a bilabial semi-consonant
immediately followed by either a high or mid vowel. The
third person singular silvan/elemental marker can be realized

by either an open or a closed monosyllable.
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If it is a closed monosyllable the vowel will be followed
by an apico-alveolar nasal (as in the purposive parédigm of
Conjugations 2, 3, 5 and 6). This monosyllabic person marker
and the subsequent syllable have like vowels in the

following instances:
Conj. 1: wu.wuntuwa (subjunctive).

Conj. 2 wu.ouny (progressive); wun.pun (purposive);

.o

Conj. 3: wo.wora (present); wu.wura (past);

wo .nporan (future);

Conj. 4: wu.nuwa (past); wo.no (present);
wi.nininy (progressive); wi.ni (purposive);
wi.niwa (future);

Conj. 5: wu.yuwa (past); wo.yo (present);
wo .noyunka (future);

Conj. 6: wu.yuwa (past); wo.yo (present);

wi.niyanka (future).
The subjunctive paradigm of Conjugations 2, 5 and 6:wi.win’t7a;

and that of Conjg. 4: wi.win’t a.

3.18.7 The phonological shape of 3sgmSP, 3vSP and
3sgeSP in the purposive paradigmﬂdf each of the conjugations
2, 3, 5 and 6 should be noted because it contrasts with the
person- and number-equivalent bound Subject Pronouns in
the other paradigms.That .is to say, the relevent Subject
Pronoun markers in the purposive paradigm end in an
apico-alveolar nasal, while in the other paradigms they

are vowel-final. Comparing the purposive and the future
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it will be seen that the presence of the apico~alveolar
nasal differentiates the person-markers of these two

paradigms:

Purposive Future
Person Markers
3sgmSP
Conj. 2 yon- yo-
Conj. 3 yon- ‘ yo-
Conj. 5 yon- yo-
Conj. 6 : yin yi-
Tense Markers
Conj. 2 -pun -nunka
Conj. 3 -poran -notranka
Conj. 5 -yun -noyun
Conj. 6 -tyan -niyanka

3.18.8 1d1SP consistently begins with a low open central
unrounded vowel /a/ immediately followed by a dorso-velar
nasal plus homoganic stop: ank-~. This person marker can
be realized by either the closed monosyllable: ank- or by
an open disyllable: ank- plus a subsequent high, mid or
low vowel. The ciosed monosyllabic realization occurs in
the subjunctive paradigms of conjugations 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6,
and in the sequential paradigm of Conjugai@bn 1., The open
disyllabic realization occurs in the purposive and future
paradigms of all conjugations, the progressive paradigm
of Conjugations 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, the past and present
paradigms of Conjugations 3, 4, 5 and 6, the present/past

paradigm of Conjugation 2 and the punctiliar paradigm of

Conjugation 1.



111

3.18 9 1icSP. This 1s consistently a low open central
unrounded vowel immediately followed by a vitrant (flapped)
/¥/ which is in turn, in most cases followed by a dorso-velar
or apico-alveolar stop: -  ark- art-. In the cases where the
vibrant (flapped) /7/ is not followed by a stop11 the
contrast between Inclusive and Exclusive (v. 3.18.10)
persén—markers in the given paradigm is maintained by the
Exclusive person-marker's realization as a low open central
unrounded vowel followed by an apico-alveolar stop. This

case is exemplifed in the past, present, progressive and

purposive paradigms of Conjugation 3:

licSP ar- ar-. - at- at-
lexSP at- at- . at- at-
(Past) (Present) (Progressive) (Purposive)

Where the vibrant (flapped) /7/ 'is followed by a dorso-velar
stop this cluster can be followed by a high, mid, or low
vowel, as in the fbllowing paradigms:'ithé future paradigm
of C&njugations 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6; the progressive paradigm
of Conjugations 2 and 3; and the past and present paradigms

of Conjugation 3.

3.18.10 1lexSP consistently begins with a low open
central unrounded vowel immediately followed by either a
vibrant (flapped) /Z/ or an apico-alveolar stop. In the
future paradigm all conjugations, in the progressive
paradigm of Conjugations 2 and 3, and in the pazst and
present paradigms of Conjugation 3 the vibrant (flapped)

/¥/ can be followed by a high, mid or low vowel. Whenever

11
As in the purposive paradigm of all Conjugations, in the
present/past paradigm of conjugation 2, and in the past,

present and progressive paradigms of Conjugation 4.



the first person exclusive marker terminates in an apico-
alveolar stop, this stop stands as the first consonant of a
geminate cluster. In such instances the gemination is
morphologically motivated: the tense/aspect marker begins
with an apico—-alveolar stop and the shape of the first
person exclusive marker distinguishes it from the first
person singular marker: e.g. in the purposive paradigm
of Conjugation 1 (lexSP) at.toma is opposed to (lsgSP)
a.toma. (Other cases of morphologically motivated
gemination involving this person marker also occur in the
purposive paradigm of Conjugations 2-6, inclusive in the
present/past paradigm of Conjugation 2, and in the past,

present and progressive paradigms of Conjugation 4.)

If, the vibrant (flapped) /7/ of the first person
inclusive marker is followed by a dorso-velar stop (arXk-)
the initial /a/ of the first person exclusive marker, in
the past, presentiand progressive paradigms of Conjugations
3 and 5, in the punctiliar and sequential paradigms of
Conjugation 1, and in the progressive paradigm of
Conjugation 2 will be followed by a vibrant (flapped)

/T/s The second person plural and third person plural
markers of these paradigms are also characterized by the
f—form. If, however, the vibrant (flapped) /¥/ of the
first person inclusive marker is immediately followed by

an apico-alveolar stop (art-), the initial /a/ of the first
person exclusive is also followed by an apiéo—alveolar

stop. (at-) in the pdst, present and progressive paradigms

of Conjugations 4 and 6. The second person plural and
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and third person plural markers of these paradigms are also
characterized by the t-form. The only exceptions to the
rule occur in the past and present paradigms of Conjugation
5. In these paradigms élthough the vibrant (flapped) /2/
of the first person inclusive marker is followed by an
apico-alveolar stop the first person exclusive marker is
not at- but arf-, thereby distinguishing the first person
exclusive of these paradigms (aXuwa and aro, respectively)
from that in the éorresponding paradigms of Conjugation 6

(atyuwa and atyo, respectively).

3.18.11 2plSP consistently begins with an apico-
alveolar nasal immediately followed by é high or mid vowel.
This person marker can be realized by either a closed
disyllable or an open trisyllable. A closed disyllable
will end in either a vibrant (flapped) /7/ (as in the
subjunctive paradigm of all conjugations, the past,
present and progréssive paradigms of Conjugation 5, and

the punctiliar and sequential paradigms of Conjugation 1);

113

or it will end in an apico-alveolar stop (as in the purposive

paradigm of all conjugations, the present/past paradigm of
Conjugation 2, and the past, present and progressive.
paradigms of Conjugations 4 and 6.) The second vowel of

a disyllable will always duplicate the first, and the third
vowel of an open trisyllable will duplicate the two
preceding. Between the second and third vowels of an open
trisyllable a vibrant (flapped) /Z/ occurs <as in the

future paradigms of Conjugations 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6, the
progressive paradigms of Conjugations 2 and 3, and the

past and present paradigms of Conjugation 3.)
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1f the vibrant (flapped) /I/ of the first person
inclusive marker is followed by a dorso-velar stop the second
person plural marker will be characterized by an r-form.
Alternatively, if the vibrant (flapped)/?/ of the first
person inclusive marker is followed by an apico-alveolar
stop the second person plural marker will be characterized

by a t-form.

The r-form always contains an intervocalic cluster
of dorso-velar nasal followed by a homorganic stop. The
t-form on the other hand has a dorso-velar stop but no

dorso-velar nasal.

3.18.12 3plSP consistently begins with a bilabial
semi-consonant followed by a high or mid vowel. This
person marker can be realized by either a closed
monosyllable or an open disyllable. If the vibrant (flaprped)
/¥/ of the first person inclusive marker is followed by a
dorso-velar stecp the c¢losed monosyllabic third person plural
marker will terminate in a vibrant (flapped) /%/ (as in
the subjunctiue)paradigm of Conjugations 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6,
the punctiliar and sequential paradigms of Conjugation 1
and the past, present and progressive paradigms of
Conjugation 5.) If, alternatively, the vibrant (flapped)
/T/ of the first person inclusive marker is followed by an
apico-alveolar stop the closed monosyllabic third person
plural marker will terminate in an apico-alveolar stop
(as in the purposive paradigms of all conjugations, the
past, present and progressive paradigms of Conjugations

4 and 6, and the present/past paradigm of Conjugation 2.)



If the third person plural marker is realized by an
open disyllable a vibrant (flapped) /r/ will occur between
two like vowels (as in the future paradigm of all conjuga-
tions, the progressive paradigm of Conjugations 2 and 3,

and the past and present paradigms of Conjugation 3.)

3.18.13 The function of the bilabial semi-consonant
in the sequential paradigm of conjugation 1 and the sub-
Junctive of all conjugations. The tense-marker of the
sequential paradigm of Conjugation 1 is -onton. However,
owing to the language's systematic avoidance of contiguous
vowels (v. 1.3) a bilabial semi-consonant is infixed between
the person marker and the vowel-initial tense-marker.

Thus, the first person singular:

a- + -onton > awonton,

or the second person singular:

no- + =onton > nowonton
But when the person marker is consonant-final the intrusive
semi-consonant is no longer necessary. For example, the

first person dual:

ank- + -onton > ankonton
or first person exclusive:

. e e vea e
ar- -+ -onton > aronton

A bilabial semi-consonant is, likewise, infixed between an
open monosyllabic person marker and a vowel-initial tense-
marker in the subjunctive paradigm of Conjugations 1, 2, 4,
5 and 5. For example, the first person singular of the

subjunctive paradigm of Conjugation 1:

11



a + -untuwa > awuntuwa
or the second person singular

nu + -untuwa > nuwuntuwa

Similarly, when the person marker ends in a consonant the
intrusive semi~-consonant is no longer necessary. The
first person dual, for example:

ank + ~untuwa > ankuntuwa
or the first person inclusive:

ark- + -untuwa > arkuntuwa

The subjunctive paradigm of Conjugation 4 also makes use
of the intervocalic bilabial semi-~consonant, as in the

first person singular:

a- + —ininytya awininytya

or the third person singular masculine, feminine or stilvan/

elemental:

wi- + =-inin’tYa > wiwinZtYa
while the first person dual is :

ank- + -inin’tYa > aqkininytya

and the second person plural is:

I N

ninki- + =-inin’t’a JeY

. eV o .
ninkirinin a

Finally, the subjﬁnctive paradigm of Conjugations 2, 4 and 5:

The first person singular

v,y

a- % -inYtY%a > awint7a
or the third person singular vegetative:
mi- + =-in’t’a > miwinytya
while the first person dual is:
ank- + ~—ingtya > aqkinytyav
and the first person exclusive is:
ytga > ytya

. v o
ar-= + =-1n arin
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3.19 AUXILIARY AFFIXES
There are two sets of suffixes that can be attached
to the Auxiliary: (i) focal suffixes, (ii) deictic

suffixes.
3.19.1 Focal Suffixes.

The focal suffix is a device for marking (or
emphasizing) a word class in sentence structure.
-kka/~kna are focal suffixes attachable to the

Auxiliary.

The geminated dorso-velar stop in -kka is justified

on the following grounds:

Within the phonological word formed by focal
suffixation, the suffixal consonants always occur inter-
vocalically because =-kka/-kna can only be suffixed to
auxiliaries ending in a low open central unrounded vowel

/a/.

-kka constitutes an exception to the general rule
that ihtervocalic stops are voiced. The dorso-velar
stop is voiceless. To be consistent with the only other
attested case of voiceless intervocalic stops (v. 3.18.10)
the voiceless dorso-velar stop is interpreted as a

geminate cluster.

-kka/-kna are in free variation and mark (or emphasize)

the Verb Complex to which either of them is suffixed.



220.

221,

222,

223,

Where

a suffixed

the latter

224,

12

wi alimiri anti gyma
fight ts adv.(recip) spear
wuttakka

3plSP.2(pres/past).foc

wutakna

3plSP.2(pres/past).foc

They used to fight one another with spears.

y

. v .
nonton naman wuwuntuwarin®takna

3sgfSP speak 3sgfSP.1(subj).1lsgOP.foc
She would have spoken to me.

parakut kiman®?

pak wuttuwakna
white man ss.dpf s8it splSP.4(past).foc
White men stayed here.

y

anuntu t7erat wutyuwakka

ts born(pl.s) 3plsP.6(past).foc

Afterwards they were born,

-kka/-kna occurs with a Verb Complex containing
Object Pronoun the focal suffix always follows

(as in 221, above).

antimangqa te anma

adv(recip).dpf(neg) meat give.cnt

y.y 12

ya}in t akna anti akana

wiwin
3sgmSP.2(subj).lsg0P.foc adv(recip) adv(neg)

an anunnowakka

give 1sgSP.2(fut).3sgmOP.foc

He could have given me meat but didn't, so I

won't give him any.
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The subjunctive paradigm is identical in form for Conjugations

2,

5 and 6.

The form in question is labeled Conjugation 2



3.19.2 The focal suffixes -na/-ta have the following
distribution: They can be suffixed to auailiaries ending

in an apico-alveolar or lamino-alveolar nasal:

wowontonna
225, yonton mi nak
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3sgmSP.1(sequ).foc

3sgmSP food(veg) eat (non-meat) wowéntonta

He eats/ate (veg) food. 3sgmSP.1(sequ).foc

226. na pi aqunygi

1sgSP go 1sgSP.2(progr).foc
I'm on my way.
227. te lak afkunygi
meat eat(meat) 1icSP.l(punct).foc

We'll all eat/ate meat.

3.19.3 Within the Verb Complex, particularly in the
future tense paradigms of all conjugations and in the
past tense paradigms of Conjugations,4, 5 and 6, -wa/ka

always occur auxiliary-finally (and post-Object Pronoun).

-wa follows a vowel while -ka follows a homorganic
dorso-velar nasal. Both are subject to morphophonemic

change (see below).
For example, the future paradigm of Conjugation 1:

228. mi nak anmawa
food(veg) eat(non-meat) 1lsgSP.1(fut)

I will eat (veg) food.

and:

12

because of the presence of Conjugation 2 (fut) in the
reciprocal sentence. Moreover, the person marker wi-

can denote any one of three Subject Pronouns 3sgmSP; 3sgfSP;

3sgeSP. The necessary choice of the masculine option is
indicated by 3sgmOP (-nowa) occurring in anunndwakka.
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229. mi an anmanowa
food(veg) gtve 1lsgSP.1(fut).3sgmOP
I will give him food.
as opposed to:
230. *mi an anmawano

The future paradigm of Conjugation 2:

231. pi ankanunka
go 1d1SP.2(fut)

You and I will go.

and
232, teyma ankanunnayiwa
wait.ecnt 1d1SP.2(fut).3sgfOP

You and waiZZ watit for her.
as opposéd to:
233.. *teyma ankanunkanayi
That is, -ka > -wa, following a vowel-final Object Pronoun.

Another morphophonemic change occurs when the first
person singular object pronoun is suffixed to the future
paradigm of any conjugation. Because the first person
singular object pronoun (—afiny) ends in a lamino-alveolar
nasal the dorso-vglar stop/bilabial semi—consonant (of the

-ka/-wa suffix) becomes a homorganic lamino-alveolar stop:
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234. teyma yonunarinita
wait.cnt 3sgmSP.2(fut).lsgOP

He will watit for me.

Ye9a

235, mi an yinmaZlin
food(veg) give 3sgmSP.1(fut).lsgOP

He will give me (veg) food.

The purposive and future paradigms of Conjugation 1
are distinguished in the third persons singular by the
absence and presence, respectively, of the suffix -wa
(v. 3.11). Correspondingly, when the first person
singular object pronoun is suffixed to the purposive or
future of Conjugation 1 in the third person singular
the purposivé and future paradigms are distinguished by

the absence or presence, respectively, of the suffix

-tYa:
Purposive:
236. mi an yinmafiny
food(veg) give 3sgmSP.1l(purp).lsgOP
He 1s going to give me (veg) food.
Future:
237. mi arn nunma}inggzi

food(veg) give 3sgfSP.1(fut).lsgOP

She. will give me (veg) food.



Purposive:
238. mi an nunma¥in?

food(veg). gitve 3sgfSP.1l(purp)lsgOP

She is going to give me (veg) food.

~ka -t7a following the lamino-alveolar nasal of

wa the first person-singular object pronoun.

From the future paradigm of Conjugation 3:

239. yontdn tZeyantak yonoranka
3sgmSP hear/listen 3sgmSP.3(fut)

He will go on listening.
and:

240. yontdn tleyantak yonorannowa
3sgmSP hear/listen 3sgmSP.3(fut).3sgmOP

He will go on listening to him.
as opposed to:
241, *ySntdn tYeyantak yonbfankand
Ffom the past paradigm of Conjugation 4:

242, an pak anuwa
1sgSP sit 1sgSP.4(past)

I sat down.
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and :
243, te anma anunowa
meat give.cnt lsgSP.4(past).3sgmOP
I was giving him meat.
as opposed to:

244, *te anma anuwano

From the past paradigm of Conjugation 5:

245. woronton qulnut wuluwa
3plsSP sleep 3plSP.5(past)
They slept.
246 . té kolpma wufunayiwa

meat roast.cat 3plsP.5(past)f33ngP
They were roasting meat for her.
as opposed to:
247. *te kolpma wuXuwanayi

From the past paradigm of Conjugation 6:

248. worontdn te¥at wutyuwa
3plSsP born(plS) 3plSP.6(past)

They were born.

249, woronton eyma wutgunEZg
3plSP ~epear.cnt 3plSP.6(past).3sgmOP

They were spearing him.

as opposed to:

250. *woronton eyma wutyuwano
Deictic affixes suffixable to the auxiliaries.

3.19.4 ~(a)nki(na) and -na which are towards speaker
and aqway from speaker, respectively. They are suffixable
to the auxiliary of each conjugation except Conjugation 1

(v. 3.19.5).



124

If the auxiliary ends in a vowel, ~-nki dis suffixed,

as in

251. ka yitanki

come 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).dc

He came.

252, pulity

old man

The

253, pulit?
old man
The

In the case of the

is suffixed as in

pak yononkina

sit down 3sgmSP.4(pres).dc.loc
old man sits down over here.

yur yoyonkina

lie down 3sgmSP.5(pres).dc.loc
old man is lying down over here.

auxiliary ending in a consonant -anki

254, ka yonpunanki

come 3sgmSP.2(purp).dc

Let him come over here.

-na is suffixable both to the vowel- and consonant-final

stems:

255. pi yitapa

go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).dc

He went over there.

256. wanari

2sgSP

pi nuntqui

go 2sgSP.2(purp)de

Go over therel

3.19.5 Congjugation 1 and the deictic suffix.

A Verb Complex with a Conjugation 1 aquxiliary can take

the deictic suffix -na, but not -(a)nki(na). Furthermore,

-na is suffixed not to the auxiliary but to the verb root.
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257. numufu kafturukna ayano
eye poke out.dc 1lsgSP.l(punct).3sgmOP

I poked his eyes out over there.

or

258, te tle¥in?

tatna ayana

clf goanna find.dc 1sgSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP
I found a goanna over there.

The only encountered case of metathesis involves -pa

suffixation. wifnak: finished (which has distribution of

an adverb, v. 2.15) has been interpreted in this description

as a metathesis of
wilkna
finish.dc

3.20 Affixzes prefixable to Verb Root

3.20.1 par-: elsewhere (with the derived meaning:

wrong place).

259, yera parwurkamma wutta
adv dc.work.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/past)

At that point in time they were working

elsewhere.

260. akana pi attun tek yawuk
adv(neg) go 1lexSP.2(purp) country adj
partyurkman5 |
dc.bury.cnt.3sgmOP

We are not going to another country to bury

him.
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261. wanarli parka nunta
2sgSP dc.come 2sgSP.2(pres/past)

You have come to the wrong place.
3.20.2 1lup-: together

262. luppakali artini
together.sit.ptecpl 1icSP.4(purp)
We'll all sit together.
263. lupyurali artoyunq -
together.lie.ptcpl 1icSP.5(purp)
We'll all lie together.

Jetatali . artiyan

264. lupt
together.stand (plS).ptcpl 1licSP.6(purp)
We'll all stand together.
265. iggpima wutta

together.go they.2(pres/past)

They are friends.

3.20.3 tanp-: still (cp Temporal Specifier tyintan

2.,14.1):-

266, tgsn' tagtyet wiyaqiny

tree .dc.stand 3sgeSP.6(progr)

The tree is still there.
3.21 Affizes suffixable to the Verb Root:

3.21.1 -no when suffixed to a verb root acquires an

Intentive force (v. 4.14.1):
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267. noyo ka yonunka watwatmano

ts come 3sgmSP.2(fut) fish.int

Tomorrow he will come to fish.

3.21.2 ~telk/-puk are markers of the modality of
possibility, with the accompanying auxiliary always in the
purposive. -telk, but not -puk, can be preceded by the

continuative suffix -ma.

268. t70g tufpmatelk wonpurn
wood catch fire.cnt.possib 3sgeSP.2(purp)
Wood might catech fire.
269. yinya qi}kggﬂ yinma
man die.possib 3sgmSP.1(purp)
Man might die.
270. wi. lamteglk atunnayi
fight talk.possib 1sgSP.2(purp).3sgfOP
I might have an argument with her.
271. te ma eypuk atoma
clf wallaby kill.possib 1sgSP.l(purp)
I might kill wallaby.
272. wakyen’ tutmatelk
water.comit caus.cnt.possib

Might get wet.

3.21.3 -ma. -ma is a continuative suffix.

273. Mission-na pima aquny

Mission.loc go.cnt 1lsgSP.2(progr)

I used to go to the Mission.



The sole constraint on its occurrence is that it cannot
co-occur with Auxiliary Conjugation 1. Every verb root
carrying the suffix -ma can take Conjugation 2 as auxiliary.
The conjugation thaf co-occurs most characteristically
with the -ma suffix is Conjugation 2. In fact the. typical
effect of -ma suffixation (or -ma conversion, as this will
be called subsequently) is to make the Verb Root in question

Auxiliary Conjugation 2.

274, mi an ayano
food give 1sgSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP
I gave him food.
becomes, when -ma is suffixed to the Verb Root:
275. mi anma atano
food give 1lsgSP.2(pres/past).3sgmOP
I am giving him food.
The reason for the incompatibility of -ma with
Conjugation 1 is that Conjugation 1 expresses actions

which are performed once only (cf. Punctiliar paradigm

V. 3.11):
276. yina ni¥k yimin”’
man die 3sgmSP.1(punct)
Man died.
277. tat ayano

see/find 1lsgSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP
I found him.
as opposed to:
278. tatma yita
see.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He 18 alive.

128
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pak provides another example of the effect of ma-suffixation
on the semantic content of a verb root:

pak + Cong. 4 Sit down.

pak.ma + Conj. 2 Live (in a location).
It has been noted that, in the following instances,-ma has
an inchoative (v. 4.16) effect on the word class to which

it is suffixed:
279. yeri  puluma woyo
track dust(NP).cnt 3sgeSP.5(pres)

The track <1s dusty.

280, na lefpgg anuny

1sgSP hot(A).cnt 1sgSP.2(progr)

I am hot.

281. na tumufkﬂi aguny

1sgSP cold(A).cnt 1sgSP.2(progr)

I am cold.

3.21.4 =-ali. =-ali is a participial suffix (v. 4.14.2)
282 eyali yita
spear.ptcpl 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He i1s/was wounded.

y

283. yeraman pufpali woyo

13
adv.dpf burn.ptcpl 3sgeSP.6(pres)

There is already a fire.

284, te yefamang

noyatali yoyo
14
meat adv.dpf cook.ptecpl 3sgmSP.5(pres)

Meat is already cooked.

13
Fire is thought of as standing up: hence,Conjugation 6.
14
Meat (as opposed to the live animal) is thought of as
supine: hence, Conjugation 5.
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With the three standard postural Verb Roots, pak,

y

yur, and t’ct (t?e¥at with a plural subject, v. 3.24.1)

the participle-formation is supplemented by the prefixation

of ap-:
appakali sitting
apyurali lying
apt’etatali standing

Furthermore, in these instances the participial Verb Root

tends to follow, rather than precede,the auxiliary:

285. yono appakali he is sitting down all the time
yoyo apyurali he is lying down all the time

wotyd apt’

g¥atali they are standing up all the
time.
3.22 -man”?
-man? is a suffix with the basic meaning "departing
from"., Its functions include elative (v. 3.35.2), negation
(v. 3.23; 3.27.12), and the foregrounding of the actor

from whom the action proceeds (v. 3.35.3) or of the action

itself (v. 3.22). 1In the latter case -man? can be suffixed
to a verb root or to auxiliary conjugation 4. The highly
y

restricted distribution of -man”’ within the auxiliary
conjugation system remains as yet largely unexplained.
It is the deictic meaning of Conjugation 4 (v. 3.15) that

is foregrounded.

286. ginga wottoman? mi

(initiated) man 3plSP.4(pres).dpf clf
tinkiri moY¥pmoYpma wOtto
bush-apple munch.cnt 3plsP.4(pres)

These men are munching bush-apple.



ERRATUM: 289

For: tikpi yita
3sg.SP.2(pres/past) 3sg.SP.2(pres/past)

Read: tikpi yita

back.go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
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287. muta ki yondman®tYa te wat
ts ss 3sgmSP.4(pres).dpf meat send
giminy

3sgmSP.1(punct)
Later this (fellow) here sent the meat.

y

288. payp wurkman awuntuwa waka

pipe fill.dpf 1sgSP.1l(subj) bring
awin’t?a kina arpurn anmawa
1lsgSP.2(subj) ss.loc smoke 1lsgSP.1l(punct)

I would have filled and brought my pipe here.

to smoke.

289. lakma . yita lakma.
eat(meat) . 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)eat(meat).cnt
yita nalkman? tikpi

3sgmSP.2(pres/past) full up.dpf 3sg.SP.2(pres/past)
yita
3sg.SP.2(pres/past)

He's eating and eating (meat) and

goes back full up.

3.23 VNegation suffixes and the Adversative. ~-tan and
-wur are Adversative affixes that are suffixed to the Verbd
Root. The Adversative renders of no account the action
described by the Verb Root to which it is suffixed. The
difference between these is distributional: -wur can only
be suffixed to verb roots; -tan can be suffixed to both
verb roots and lexical adjectives (v. 3.27.12). But only

when suffixed to a verb root does -tan have an adversative



function; when suffixed to a lextical adjective it is simply

a negation

3.23.1

290.

291.

292.

293.

294.

295,

3.23.2

296,

297,

markey.
1. -tan:

kaytan ayano
call.av 1lsgSP.l(pres/past).3sgmOP
I called him but there was no reply.
tikkaggg yonunkakka
back.come.av 3sgmSP.2(fut).foc
He will not be coming back.
tinkiri mufgiﬁ
bush-apple ripe.
The bush apples aren't ripe.
te noyatalitan
meat cook.ptcpl.av
The meat isn't cooked yet.
netanma ata
breathe.av.cnt 1lsgSP.2(pres/past)
I am short of breath.
ari tarartarartan aya
door knock.av 1sgSP.1(punct)

I knocked on the door but no one came.
2. -wur:

yonton tatwur wowonton

3sgmnSP  find.av 3sgmSP.l(sequ)
He found nothing.

nonton pefatwur wowonton

3sgfSP dig.av 3sgfSP.1(sequ)

She digs and gets nothing.

132
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298. tatwur ayanunu
see.av 1lsgSP.1l(punct).2sgOP

You were missing.

3.23.3 —manyqa

—manyga is a negation marker that can be suffixed to
lexical Adjectives (3.27.12), to the reciprocal adverb anti,
and to Auxiliary Conjugation 4. There are two problems
here. Firstly, the highly restricted distribution of
-manyga remains as yet largely unexplained (cf. 3.22).
Secondly, the function of the suffix -na in this environment
is not entirely clear either. When suffixed to an
Auxiliary -na (v. 3.19.4) has the deictic meaning away
from the speaker. Suffixed to —mang—,however, -na does
not realize a deictic meaning. In example 299 below, for
example, the deictic function is realized by the spatial
specifier nun, and in example 300 by the Auxiliary itself.
The hypothesis is that in certain environments -na
distinctively marks the negative function of -man”. This

is put forward on the following grounds:

1. The suffix -man”’ ("departing from") has an
implicitly negative meaning which remains merely latent
in the elative and foregrounding functions (v. 3.22; 3.27.12).
For example, when —many is suffixed to the reciprocal adverb
anti it has an explicitly negative function; -man? is in

free variation with -man’na in this particular environment.

299. nqnun anuwamanyqa

ss 1sgSP.4(past).neg.dc

I wasn't there.
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[giniwamanyga] [teno pi yonunka]
3sgmSP.4 (purp) .neg meat.int go 3sgmSP.2(fut)

He won't be here; he's going hunting.

antimany/antimanyqa has the following restricted

distribution: it only occurs sentence-initially with the

governing auxiliary in the subjunctive mood:

301.

302,

2.

antimany
antimanyga
adv(recip).dpf(neg) meat give.cnt

afinytyakna anti akana

te anma
wiwin®
3sgmSP.2(subj).1lsgO0P.foc adv(recip) adv(neg)
an anunnowakka
give 1sgSP.2(fut).3sgmOP.foc

He wouldn't give me meat so I won't give

him (any).
antimany

antimanyoa te anma
adv(recip).dpf(neg) meat give.cnt
yafinyty

wiwin akna te an

3sgnSP.2(subj).1lsgOP.foc meat give
awuntunawakka
1sgSP.1(subj).3sgm0P.foc

If he had been giving me meat I would give

him some.

Precisely because of the elative and foregrounding

y

functions of -man” the negative function is explicitly

marked when suffixed to lextcal adjectives or to auxiliary

conjugation 4. The same NP (v. 4.18) can take the suffix

-man” in either its foregrounding function, for example,

or its negative functiomn:
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303. alalk yikpiman~ Qatankaty yuyuwa
child 1little(sgm).dpf wrong 3sgmSP.6(past)
The little boy was wrong.
304, alalk yikpimanyga waltatpi
child 1little(sgn).dpf(neg) walkabout.go
yita
3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
The big boy goes/went wa}kabout.

Similarly, -man”’ can be suffixed to Auxiliary Conjugation 4

in either its foregrounding or its negative function:

305. [ki nonoman”? alawarman? ]
Ss 3sgfSP.4(pres).dpf woman.dpf
[akana teylamma nunta ]

adv (neg) wait.talk.cnt 3sgfSP.2(pres/past)
This wbman here is not waiting to talk.
306. alawar nanamanyga
woman 3sgfSP.4(pres).dpf(neg)

The = woman i1sn't here.

3.24 Reduplication of the verb root. The reduplication
of the verb root in MalakMalak denotes repeated action.

Reduplicated roots take reduplicated primary stress (v. 1.6).

lamlam talk

pit’pit? rub firesticks
puXunpufun boil

taratarar - knoek (on door)
tarattarat watch

telknatelkna singe hair off wallaby
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tuytuy stretch (intr.)
tY51¢t751 dust something down
tyurt’ut leak
tultul get angry
mirmir melt
yakayyakay scream
ar; arar dry
naknak eat (a lot)

3.24.1 There is also a partial reduplication of the
verb root, with a pluralizing effect. That is, if the
verb root is intransitive the subject.is pluralized; if
transitive the object is pluralized.

The phonolagicaZ nature of partial reduplication.
Only certain one or two-syllable verb roots can undergo
this process. Partial reduplication involves the
reduplication of the vocalic nucleus of a monosyllable15
and of the second vowel of a di-syllable. Partial
redupl?cation also typically involves the introduction of
a liquid between the reduplicated vowelsisaThis liquid
is usually either a continuant r or a vibrant ¥. A lateral

is introduced only where one is already present word-finally

(v. wil and tikal, below).

If a di-syllable has a continuant r intervocalically,

e.g. larap: tie, or if a monosyllable has a continuant r

15
The only recorded exception to the vocalic reduplication
rule is t7et > t7g¥at : stand/be born. kupuk > kuwpuk
has already been mentioned (v. Chapter 1, fn. 2)

15a : . , . . .
59tY9en? > tY¢nY%enY constitutes an exception to this principle.
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or a vibrant I as the first consonant of a two-consonant
cluster, e.g. kark: proceed vyarp: rub, then the redupli-

cated vowel will be followed immediately by a continuant r.

Partial reduplication has the regular alternate
syllcble stress pattern (v. Ll.6), with primary stress

falling on the first syllable.

lie down yur yurur pl S
stand/be born et tdetat pl S
take out karkwat kararkwarat pl O
cut tyurp tyu}urp pl O
(1) bury pl ©
(2) enter t9urk tyu}urg pl S
get up parat pararat pl O
cause tut turut pl S
eat(meat) lak larak pl O
talk . lam laram pl S
walkabout warat wararat pl S
hit tat? tarat? pl O
grow up tik tirik(+ Conj.pl S
lie down tikal tikalal “ pl S
make t9en? t7en?en? pl O
grab tap tarap pl O
pluck t9ukat? t7ukarat? pl O
name/mention niwat niwarat pl o©
dive kupuk kuwpuk pl S
bind larap lararp ' pl O
swim wil : wilil

rub yarp yararp pl O



MalakMalak is, in a number of instances, compound.
this is meant the combination of two (or sometimes, more)

lexical verb roots combining to form a single expanded

unit.

load (into canoe) kulpat

goe up
break

find

3.25

The meaning of the expanded unit is not always

kark
tapak

tat

Compcund Verb Roots.

kulparat
karark

taporok

tarat

The Lexical Verb in

the sum of the meanings of the parts.

bend

7

over.

Even so,

a large number

roots derive their meaning from the

combined parts.

tu}k.wat

y

t ufk,wat

y

kat” .wat

an.wat

wa.kark.wat

wa.tik.pi
tik.ka
katy.yi.pi
kat.parar
nalk.yur

kat.lak

drink.send
enter.send
throw.send

give.send

pick up.come up.send

pick up.back.go

back.come

throw. Leave.

play.around

full up.lie

prod in ground.eat (meat) : pick out of

go

down

of lexical verbd

relations of the

e

pl O
plL S
pl O
pl O

For example:

alkyur which, literally, is fall and lie means

swallow

put inside

let go

send over

take out

take back
come back

leave (tr)

play around

settle down

ground (and) eat

138
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y

kal.t7¢et carry.stand ¢ ecarry on head

kur.wa.pi pull.pick up.go : drag along

lam.tYak talk.stop : stop

pin’ .wa.ka get water.pick up.come: get water and
bring it

pul?p.yur extinguish.lie down: die down (of fire)

tik. tat back.look : look back

pat.ka.wa fly.come.pick up : fly in (and) pick up

3.26 The Mofphology of Nouns and Lexical Adjectives.
MalakMalak is a multiple-classifying language. Noun-class
constitutes a sub-classification of the word-class: Noun.
MalakMalak groups its nouns into four classes, three of
which are overtly marked‘by a generic-claésifier that
immediately precedes the specific noun; the fourth is a

residual class with no overt marking. The classifiers are

as follows:

1. mi - is a free form classifjing.plants and
vegetable food, which can occur as the
generic noun for non-meat food.

2, te - is a free form classifying animals hunted
for meat, which can occur as the generic
noun for meat itself.

3. t78n - is a free form classifying trees, which
can occur as a generic noun for tree or
wood covering (0'Grady 1960) what actually
is (tree/wood) or potentially could be

(fire).
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4., The residual morphologically unmarked class
includes everything else: parts of the
body, kinship terms, natural phenomena,

weapons, etc.

For example, from the four Noun Classes:

mi yilik lily-root

t€ ma wallaby

t960 matir paper-bark tree (paperbark
itself: yeli)

mantulma heart

puntu head

The only instance of two homonymous words being differentiated

by classifier is the following:

mi wot water cabbage
te wot type of flatfish

In terms of 0'Grady's formulation of what actually is

or potentially could be (op.cit.)

te pitak means both bee and honey.
Through mythological usage pululuy (rainbow) takes the

classifier te - te pululuy. Because the banyan produces an

y

edible fruit pon’o (banyan tree) takes the classifier mi,

as does yaYin” (palm tree).

3.27 Adjectival Concord. The adjectival concord
system reflects the four third person singular bound subject

pronoun markers within the auxiliary conjugations (v. 3.18.3-6):

307. vyina t7alk yita The man falls/fell

man fall 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)



alawar

woman
mi
food
t95q

tree

For a

t?alk nunta The

fall 3sgfSP.2(pres/past)
t7alk muta The
fall BégvSP.Z(pres/past)

t9a1k  wuta The

fall 3sgeSP.2(pres/past)

le6
small set of lexical adjectives

concordal relation with the noun, reflecting
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woman falls/fell
fruit falls/fell

tree falls/fell

there 1is a

just the third

singular subjectival concord exemplified above. The

adjectival set comprises the following (exemplified in the

masculine singular form):

yunpayin - yinat good - bad
yinali - yikpi big - little
yinanki - yonoron young - old
yintyefik short

(The adjective yint

y

e¥ik (short) is the marked member of the

long/short antithesis in that it is morphologically marked

for concord, whereas talala (long) is invariable.)

16

A lexzical adjective follows both the noun that it qualifies
and any possessive adjective (v. 3.28) qualifying that noun

y

t7anar na tyalala

spear 1sgSP(Aposs) long

My

long spear
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308. Good: yin’a vyunpayin
man good (sgm)
alawar nunpayin
woman good (sgf)
mi ' munpayin
(veg) food good (sgv)
Y.

t°on wunpayin

tree good (sge)

Good-bad, big-little, and short also have plural forms.17
Those for yunpayin are as follows:

309. yinya yunpanpan
man good (plm)
alawar nunganpan
woman  good (plf)

mi yilik munpanpan
clf 1ily-root good (plv)
t?50 wunpanpan
tree good (ple)

310. Bad: yina yinat (pl. yina;at)
man bad (sgm) |
alawar nonat (pl. nonaftat)
woman bad (sgf)

mi monat " (pl. monarat)
food bad (sgv)
t78n wonat (pl. wonafat)
tree bad (sge)
17
t7alala: long cannot express concord, but it does have a

plural form: tIulu.
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311. Big: yinga yinali (pl. yiner)
man big (sgm)
alawar nunali (pl. nuner)

woman bié (sgf)

mi = yilik munali (pl. muner)
clf 1Iily-root big (sgv)

ty50 wunali (pl. wuner)

tree Dig (sge)

312, Little: yinya yikpi (pl. yinmeyitg)
man little (sgm)

. , , .Y

alawar nikpi (pl. ninmeyit”)

woman Little (sgf)
tyaqar mikéi (pl. minmayity)
spear small (sgv)

tyao/walk wikpi (pl. winmeyit”)

tree/stone small (sge)

313. o01ld: yina yondrdn
man old (sgm)

alawar nonoron
woman | old (sgf)
tYanar mondron
spear  old (sgv)
ty5Q wonoron
tree old (sge)
‘314, New/Young | alalk yinanki .muyiny yinanki
child young (sgm) dog young (sgm)

alalk nunanki

child young (sgf)
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tgaqar munanki

spear new (sgv)

t95ny wunanki

tree new (sge)

y

Short: yin’a yinty

e¥ik (pl. yont?5¥sk)
man short (sgm)

y

alawar nintZe¥ik (pl. ndnt?3¥5k)

woman short (sgf)

t%a ar mintYe¥ik (pl. mont?8E5k)
spear short (sgv)
950 wintetrik (pl. wont?5%5k)

tree short (sge)

The semantic field of nouns taking y-concord includes: male

humans (and animals); editle meat; parts of the body; certain

weapons used for killing humans; and rain (and tide).

316.

na t7¢et yonoron
1lsgSP parent old
My old father.
te yunpayin
meat good (sgm)

karala yunpayin yita

body good (sgm) 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He's happy.

walyimpa yikpi
axe small (sgm)
kurminy yinali

single hook-spear big (sgm)
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yinat

shovel-nosed spear bad(sgm)

mata yinalli

rain big (sgm)

Qampaty

tide
The semantic field

female humans (and

317. wiyan

mother

yinali
big (sgm)
of nouns taking m-concord includes:

animals); the sun and stars.

nonoron

old (sgf)

miri nunpayin

sun good (sgf)

nomo¥rol
star

The semantic field

nikpi

small (sgf)

of nouns taking m-concord includes:

non-meat foods; parts of the body directly associated with

food and speech; weapons and implements for obtaining food

(meat and non-meat); "Language'" and "story".

v,y

0 318. mi mun®t?alk munanki
clf 1ily young (sgv)
pang munali

"belly big (sgv)

nantilk

tongue

monat

bad (sgv) (i.e. sore tongue)

manyik petilk munali

adam's

apple big (sgv)



maparak

(long) mangrove spear

v ..

mermot monat

fishing spear bad (sgv)

Y

inparan monat
stone spear bad (sgv)
yen monoron
yam-stick old (sgv)
nuluk monoron
language old (sgv)

v. Y .
marin munpayin

story good (sgv)

The semantic field of nouns taking w-concord includes:

trees, wooden objects and fire; natural phenomena; European

implements; and "stomach".

319. wenti wanali
canoe big (sge)
kukpinti wunalli
one-handle big (sge)
t?8q9 wunpayin
fire ‘good (sge)
waliwali wunali
river big (sge)
tek " wunali
country big (sge)
yefi wunpayin?

road good (sge)

bad (sgv)
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3.27.1

walk wikpi
stone/hill 1little (sge)
pantan wikpi

stone axé small (sge)
pepema wunalli

wind big (sge)

tgao wunall

fire big (sge)

"shot gun"

t96n wikpi

fire little (sge)

mo o

Yes

ton win?

tlelik
fire short (sge)
revolver

gintyin wunpayin
engine good (sge)
tel wonat
buttoeck bad (sge)
"flat tyre'

man . wonat

stomach bad (sge)

3.27.11 Comparison.

particle that immediately precedes the word class that

it modifies (v.

2.16).

Modification of adjectives

nan is a free comparative
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32¢0.

321.

322.

323.

324,

325.

326.

L48

walk kiwa [ nan lapar] wuta

stone ss.foc ptcl(comp) Light 3sgeSP.2(pres/
past)

yawuk tJu¥ma woyo

other heavy.cnt 3sgeSP.5/6(pres)

This stone's lighter than that one.

kakak] pi

[ nan ankatun

ptcl(comp) ss go

Let's (dl.) go a bit further.

tgagar [nan mintyefik]

spear ptcl(comp) short(sgv)

The shorter spear.

1d1SP.2(purp)

t?anar ki [ nan t%alalal] tZanar na
spear ss ptcl(comp) Zlong spear lsgSP
mintlefik"™
short(sgv)
This spear is longer than my spear.
yonton [ nan wan’atal pi yita
3sgmSP ptcl(comp) adv go 3sgmSP.2(pres/
past)
He is/was moving more slowly.
t7e¢¥in’ ki [nan yunpayin] yini
goanna ss ptcl(comp) good(sgm) salt-water
erocodile
nun yinat
ss bad

This gcanna is better than that salt-water

erocodile.
mi [ nan mikpi]

food ptcl(comp) Zittle(sgv)

Give me less food.

]
anarin

y

give.lsgOP
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3.27.12 —manyga' If —mangqa is suffixed to an
adjective it transforms the adjective into its antithesis.
(Cp. the function of —manyoa as a negation marker in the

verb complex v. 3.23.3)

327. tek wikpiman®na wono

camp little(sge).dpf(neg) 3sgeSP.4(pres)
A big camp.
328, mi manatmangqa
food bad(sgv).dpf(neg)

Good food.

329. mawun’ wakyenmanyga

clothes water.comit.dpf (neg)
Dry clothes.
330. tyagar munankimanyqa
spear new(sgv).dpf(neg)
0ld spear.
331. walk lapafmanyga
stone light.dpf(neg)

A heavy stone.

In certain environments ~many0a can carry the sense of
excess. For example, the question

332, tyaqar ki anta?

(Is) this spear allright?
could be answered with the following retort:
333. mintyefikmanggal
Too long!

or 334. tyalalamanyoa!

Too short!



The negative marker -tan can be suffixed to lexical
adjectives (as well as to verb roots: v. 3.23.1). When
suffixed to a lexical adjective -tan has a function similar

to that of ~manyga:

335. wyikpitan

big (or too big, depending on context)

3.28 Possession.

Possessive adjectival seque¢nces are formed by the
preposing, in the case of inalienable possession, and by
the post-posing, in the case of alienable possession, of

the free subject pronoun to the noun to be qualified.

That is to say, a possessive relation between two NPs
is realized in one of two ways. When the relation is that
between part and whole, including inalienable possessions
such as body-parts and kinship terms, the two noﬁns are

simply juxtaposed, the possessor preceding the possessed:

336, alawar ¢t et

woman leg woman's leg
337. na nan”ilk

1sgSP hand my hand
338, mu t9i¥minY

goose egg goose egg
339. yinya puntu

man head man's head

340. yonton meltlet

3sgmSP parent his parent



Secondly, when the relation between two nominals is that of
alienable possession, -no is suffixed to the possessor
noun:
341. muyin’ yinyagé
dog man.poss
Man's dog.
342, tyanar niyerinno
spear young man.poss
Young man's spear.
343. tYonnd
fire.poss
Fire place.
344, tikka atta tek
back.come 1lexSP.2(pres/past) ecamp/country

kinowa

ss.poss.sfm

We returned to this country (where) we belong.
3.29 -no.

The functions of -no, in MalakMalak, are fourfold:
(i) Complement-marker
(ii) Benefactive
(iii) Possessor

(iv) Relator

3.29.1 Complement-marker (v. 4.14.1)

-no marks an Intentive type of complement and, as such,

18
can be suffixed to either a noun or a verb root:

ls8
Cf. what Capell (1956) called the bivalent suffix -ku.
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345, te mano pi anunka
clf wallaby.int go 1lsgSP.2(fut)
I will go for wallaby.
346. noyo ka | yonunka watwatmano
ds(ts) come 3sgSP.2(fut) fish.cnt.int
Tomorrow he will go fishing.
347. muta lamlammand ka wuttayorlo
later talk.cnt.int come 3plSP.2(pres/past)
wafiyaé
meet
Later they come to meet us (ex) to talk.

Whenever the Intentive -no is suffixed to an intransitive

verb root, it must be preceded by the Continuative suffix

-ma:
348. [akana pigﬂpa]v [tek. kina | pak
ptcl(neg) go.cnt.int camp 'ss.lac bsit
attini]

lexSP.4(purp)

We're not going; we're staying in the camp.

3.29.2 Benefactive
The Nominal Benefactive

-no can be suffixed to a masculine and/or plural

benefactive noun:

g meltapalino

349. mi : noyot nimin
food(veg) cook 3sgf SP.1(punct) hushand.bf

She cooked the food for her husband.

15
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te pupulityﬂé
meat old men (partial reduplication from singular
pulit?) . bf
Meat‘for the old men.
In the case of a feminine and/or plural Beneficiary, the
third person singular feminine object pronoun is suffixed

to the noun:

350, mu yanakna tIukat? wowdntdn alalk
goose one pluck 3sgfSP.1(seq) child
nikpinayi papafmatygayi alawar yontonta

small(sgf).bf o0ld women.bf woman 3sgSP.sfm
His wife plucked one goose for the little

girl and the old women.

The Pronominal Benefactive has exactly the same form
as that of the object pronoun (-no is also the 3rd person
singular masculine object pronoun):
351. te wu t?igit? ayano
meat.clf barramundi catch 1sgSP.1(punct) .35gmOP

I caught barramundi for him.

352, te arpufu

meat 1icSP

Meat for us (inclusive).

as opposed to:
353, te yerkit
meat 1licSP

OQur (inclusive) meat.



3.29.3 Possessor (v. 3.28)
3.29.4 Relator

This function of -no may be glossed about or because of:

354. pentg

i puwar alawargé nurnurmi ayuwa
ts night woman.rel dream lsgSP.5(past)

Last night I dreamt about a woman.

nulukno kay ayanin’
story.rel call out + 1sgSP.6(progr)

Because of the story I am shouting

355. npa miﬂé tyeyantakma ano
1lsgSP food. hear.cnt lsgSP.4(pres)

I am thinking about food.
3.30 -wuna
The quantifying suffix -wuna means all or only.

356. yinyazgﬂi pi wutta
man.qf go 3plSP.2(pres/past)
All the men went/Only the men went.
357. alawarwuna pi nunta
woman. qf go 2sgSP.2(pres/past)
Just the woman went.
358. yanakwuna
one.qf
Just one.
wuwuna
barramundi.qf

Just barramundi.
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mutyufwuna
many.qf

Everyone.

359. antawuna wilk atta
allright.qf finish 1lexSP.2(pres/past)
We're all allright.
alalk ginmeyityﬂggi
child 1little(plm).qf
All the little boys.

360. mint?

itak pi nunta wanarliwuna
emphP go 2sgSP.2(pres/past) 2sgSP.qf

You went, just you yourself.
3.31 -man is a suffixal Resemblance marker:

361. kafukggg yono akana
P(dm) .xbl l3sngP.4(pres) adv(neg)
He i1s not like that one.
362, 'Qéﬁéé yono akana
1sgSP.rbl 35gﬁSP.4(pres) adv(neg)
He i1s not like me.
' 363. alalk. na awul naman yonpun
child 1sgSP dreaming lsgSP.rbl 3sgmSP.2(purp)
My child is going to have the same dreaming
as I.
-man can also be suffixed to an adjectival realized as a
deictic specification (v. 4.18):

364. pulit?

ki yonomanna
old man ss 3sgmSP.4(pres).rbl.loc

Like the old man over here.



3.32
particular

is saying.

365.

366.

367.

368.

369.

3.33

-malak. The Dubitative characterizes a
aspect of the speaker's attitude to what he

It can be glossed as 'I don't know.'

tek akunmalakman’ ka yuquny

country/camp where.dub.dpf come 3sngP.2(progr)
I don't know where/which country he comes
from.
amanmalak anmawa
adv(intrg).dub 1sgSP.1(fut)
I don't know what to do.
yinga eyinmalak yitanki
man who .dub 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).dc
I don't know who the man coming up here is.
nikitamalak lamlamma yita
what.dub talk.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
I don't know what he's talking about.
tyaqar akunmalak

spear where.dub

I don't know where the spear is.

mel: The Proprietive can function as a prefix

or suffix on nouns and verlb roots. The general sense of

the Proprietive is that of responsibility or "source”,

as in the following kinship terms:

370.

meltyst

propr.birth parent
melwiyi

propr.milk mothex



and:

371.

meltapali husband

melpapu father
ggityuwany grandfather
melwilit sibling
meglnunguntu sister
melalantu brother
ﬂgityal

propr.vein root

The following exemplify -~mel as a suffix:

372.

373.

374.

375.

t930g§£

tree.propr trunk
t9etmel

leg.propr thigh
mimel yonton

propr. food

The food he is entitled to.

yin’a yono yontdn meleyman’
man 3sgmSP.4 (pres) 3sgmSP propr.spear.dpf

wowontonta
3sgmSP.1l(sequ).foc
The man sitting down is responsible for the

killing.
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3.34 -wan is an Agentive marker with the related
function of Instrumental. The Instrumenital use of -wan
presupposes an agent.

Instrumental

376. pirpenwap ey ayano

shovel-nosed spear.ag(inst) spear 1lsgSP.l(punct).
3sgmOP
I wounded him with a shovel-spear.

or the instrumental NP can occur sentence-finally:

377. €y ayano pirpenwan

y y

378. nanyilkzgﬂ tat yimin® no
hand.ag(inst) hit 3sgmSP.1(punct).3sgmOP
He hit him with his hand.
379. MalakMalakwan lamma nunta?
MalakMalak.ag(inst) speak.cnt 2sgSP.2(pres/past)
Do you speak MalakMalak?
380. puntuwan waratpi yita
head.ag(inst) walk around 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He walks/walked on his head.

3.34.1 The Agentive marker -wan can be suffixed: to
transitive or intransitive subject, but not to transitive
obgject.

Intransitive subject:

38l. alalk yikpiwan katpararma yita

child 1little.(sgm).ag play around.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/

past)
yitak

yonton mint
3sgmSP emph?P
The little boy is playing round about by

himself.
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382. nunwan appakali tyegantakma
P(dm).ag ptcpl.pfx.sit.ptcpl hear.cnt
yono
33ngP.4fpres)

That one sitting down all the time is thinking.
Transitive subject:

383. alawarwan akana muk nuntano
woman. ag adv(neg) ask 3sgfSP.2(pres/past).3sgmOP
yontonwan akana muk yitanayi
3sgmSP.ag adv(neg) ask 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).3sgfOP

The woman does/did not ask him (and) he does/

did not ask her.

384, alalk yikpi wapli nuntano
ehild 1little(sgm) take 3sgfSP.2(pres/past).3sgmOP
melwiyiwan
mother.ag

The mother takes/took the little boy.

385. yinyawag alalk vyinmeyit? tat yitaworo
man.ag ehild  little(plm) see 3sgmSP.2(pres/

past).3plOP
The man sees/saw the Llittle boys.

In examples 381 to 385 -wan carries very little
functional lcad. 1Its occurrence is predictable only when
disambiguating the syntactic functions of NPs. =-wan is,
however, seldom needed as a disambiguating marker because
of the alternative means of indicating the relztions between

NPs in transitive sentence structure: free subject and
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object NPs are reflected in the Verb Complex as bound
subject and object pronouns (v. 4.13; 4.13.1). But if,
for example, both NPs of a transitive sentence were
singular and masculine the bound object pronoun would be
unable to disambiguate their syntactic functions. In such
a case the Agentive -wan would be used to mark the

subject NP:

386. alalk vyikpiwan yinya' tart yiminynH
ehild 1ittle(sgm).ag man bite 3sgmSP.1l(punct).
3sgmOP

The little boy bites/bit the man. ‘
Note that the following ordering of NPs is also possible:
y

387. yinya alalk yikpiwap ta¥ yimin”no

3.35 Locative Affixes.

3.35.1 -yinna: on/in/into/beside , and always

functions suffixally:

388. maparama wuttano | tekyinna
follow.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/past) camp.loc
They are following him into the camp.
389. walkyinga yuyuwa nanatna
hill.loc 3sgmSP.6(past) »top,loc
He stood on top of the hiZZ.
390. .tgaqgigﬂi_ Qatypak aniwa
tree.loc hide 1sgSP.4(fut)
I will hide in the tree.
391. melwiyiyinna pak yono
mother.loc sit 3sgmSP.4(pres)

He sits beside (his) mother.
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393.

3.35.2
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papalu nakpararma wutta
buffalo eat.around.cnt 3plSP.2(pres/past)
yawatginga
lexSP.loé
The buffalo wander round .beside us (and)
eat.
pi ata antukyinna
go 1lsgSP.2(pres/past) house.loc
I went into the house.

-man’: "departing from".

3.35.21 elative function.

394,

395.

Darwinmany

ka ata
Darwin.dpf come 1sgSP.2(pres/past)
I have come from Darwin.

tekmany

yipi yita
camp.dpf away.go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He goes/went away from the camp.

3.35.22 as an agentless instrumental:

396.

397.

wakyen matamany
water.having rain.dpf

Wet from the rain.

te yini man” ik walyimpamany
clf (salt-water) crocodile throat axe.dpf

Yy v . .

turpali yita

cut.ptecpl 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

The crocodile's throat has been cut with an azxe.
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3.35.23 -man? also has the function of foregrounding

the actor from whom the action (transitive or intransitive)

proceeds.

y y

398. na mint”itakman pi ata
1lsgSP emphP.dpf go 1lsgSP.2(pres/past)
I go/went by myself.

399, yawatmany

akana pi tan
lexSP.dpf ptcl(neg) go mingle

We (ex) do not mingle.

400. [stockman—hany aquntumang] pakma wuttana
stoeckman.dpf ts.dpf sit.cnt. 3p1lSP.2
(pres/past)
Stockmen lived there afterwards. .dc

Note that anuntuman? functions as an adjectival within the

Noun Phrase (v. 4.18).

401. [wanafimany

tat yinmanunu ) [mapara
2sgSP.dpf see 3sgmSP.1l(purp).2sg0P follow
yinmanunu]
3sgmSP.1l(purp).2sg0P
He (the buffalo) is going to see you (and)
follow you.
Note that the difect object is being foregrounded.

402, wagarimany

Qatagkaty nuntyuwa
2sgSP.dpf  wrong 2sgSP.6(past)

You were wrong.

3.35¢+3 -an/na: 1into/onto/to

-na)

are in free variation.
-an)

Post~vocalically in words of odd-numbered syllables:



-na
e.g. to +
hole
mant
hear
but wali

rive

403.

404,

405.
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> -nan

na > tonan
hole.loc : 1into the hole

ulma + na > mantulmanan
t heart.loc : onto the heart
wali + na > waliwalina (v. 406, below)
r to river
tyaqar yur aya pawurkan

spear lay 1sgSP.1l(punct) ground.loc
I lay spear on ground.
mBntalgi mulk pam aya
loc.shoulder baﬁboo put(pl.obj) 1sgSP.1l(punct)
I put the bamboo onto my shculder.

alawar wapi yitanayi . tek

woman take 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).3sgfOP camp

406.

407.

yawukan
other.loc
He took the woman to another camp.
waliwalina pi yonunka
river.loc go 3sgmSP.2(fut)
He will go to the river.
te turkwat yiming manna akana
meat swallow 3sgmSP.l(punct) stomach.loc adv(neg)
He does not swallow the meat into his stomach.

(This describes a bird regurgitating food for

its young.)



Motion towarde a location can be morphologically
unmarked, the sense of directional movement being carried
by the Verb Complex itself. For example, sentence 160 from
text 1 (v. Appendixj:

408. nanara pi atun tek yawuk

adv(desid) go 1sgSP.2(purp) camp A

I want to go to another camp.

Darwinna
] Darwin.loc
409. pentyi pi yita Darwin
ts go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) Darwin

Yesterday he went to Darwin.
3.36 The Comitative

3.36.1 The comitative -yen is a derivational suffix
whose meaning can be glossed as "having”. Suffixable to

NPs -yen can:

1. form a new noun
tamalggﬂ
testicles.conit bullock
wiyiyen
milk.comit cow

tawut wonatyeEn

blood bad.comit leprosy

2. form an adjective
wakyen

water.comit wet
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3. fo
t9
ea

Other

3.36.2

410.

Human

411.

3.36.3

412,

3.36.4

413.

3.36.5

414,

rm a verb
EWOryen

r.comit hear/know/think

functions:

Human agenti al rest with something inanimate:
yinya yono wonyen
man 3sgmSP.4(pres) tobacco.comit

The man sitting down has tobacco.

agent moving holding something inanimate:

tyaqaryen yitana

spear.corit 3sgmSP.2(pres/past).dc

He went/goes over there with a spear.

Accompanitive

alawaryen yita
woman.comit 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He has a woman
Time
mifiyen pi arkununka

sun.comit go 1icSP.2(fut)

We will all go while it is Llight.
Describing a state.

. . XR'EXY o
wiyenwiyen worono

anger.comit.anger.comit 3plSP.5(pres).3sgmOP

They are furious with him.
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415, tiqkifkgen yita
sick.comit 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He has/had a fever,.



CHAPTER 4

SYNTAX
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4.1 Much of that which belongs properly to the syntax of

MalakMalak has already been stated under the different Word

Classes (v. Chapter 2) and in the Morphology (v. Chapter 3).

What follows concerns the relations of the word classes to

one another and will complete the syntactic description of

the language.

4,11 The only obligatory constituent in MalakMalak
sentence structure is the Verb Complex which can itself
constitute a sentence (v. 4.13). Other word classes can be
added to the Verb Complex, such as nouns (subject or object
Noun Phrase (v. 4.18) and nouns with any-of the affixal
functions listed in section 2,11 and described in sections
3.28 to 3.36); adﬁectivals (v. 2.1235 4.18); particles
(v. 2.16); deictic specifiers (v. 2.14); and Verb Complex

Complements (v. 4.14).

416. [noys] [yinYal [pat?] lalawar yonton])
ts SNP ptcl(emph) ONP
tomorrow man woman 3sgmSP

[tek yawukan ] wapi yonunnayiwa

N A.loc VR Aux.0P

camp other.to take 3sgmSP.2(fut).3sgfOpP
[1amIammano ]

VRecpt

talk.cnt.int

Tomorrow the man will take his wife to another
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camp to have a talk.

In the preferred ordering of constitutents the subject

and object Noun Phrases precede the Verb Complex (v. 4.19).

4.12 Any number of sentences in MalakMalak can be
juxtaposed to indicate co-ordinate and subordinate relations
between sentences., That is, sentences do not formally mark
relationships of co-ordination or Subordindtion (except for
the case of Conditionals, which are marked by the mood of
the protasis, v. 4.12.1). Thus, these sentences can be
interpreted in various ways according to their content (the
presence or absence of coreferential NPs, for instance) and

the context of situation.

417. [yin’a tat ayano] [alawar

man see 1sgSP.l(punct).3sgm0OP woman

tatIma yitanayi ]

hit.cnt BngSP.Z(pres/past).3sngP
In answer to the question "What was he doing?" sentence
(417 ) would be glossed:
"When I saw the man he was hitting his wife."

In answer to the question "What did you see?" sentence

(417) would be glossed:

"I saw man who was hitting his wife."

or "I saw man and he was hitting his wife.”
418, [yin®a alalk nikpi tat? yitanayi]
man child 1little(sgf) hit  3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
- 3sgfOP

[kanyakma yita]

cough.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
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Sentence (418) would be glossed:

"The man hit(s) the little girl and he was/is coughing."
or "The man who was/is coughing hit(s) the little girl."

But in the foliowing sentence:

419. [yinZawan alalk yikpi tat?
man.ag child 1ittle(sgm) hit

yitano ] [ kanY

akma
3sgmSP.2(pres/past).3sgmOP cough.cnt
yita]
3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
the concordal relationship between the bound third
singular subject person marker and its potential nominal

y

referent (either yina or alalk yikpi) would be unable to

indicate unambiguously the nominal referent of kan”

akma
yita. Sentence 419 would therfore be glossed as either
"The man hit the little boy who was céughing."
or "The man who was coughing hit the little boy."
420. [qun wotyonki] [alawarmany wa
ss 3plSP.6(pres).dc woman .dpf pick up
yimiﬁyqayi] [wi wotyonki ]
3sgmSP.1l(punct).3sgfOP fight 3plSP.6(pres).dc
These three juxtaposed sentences would be glossed:
"Those over there are fighting over the woman he
abducted."
Reduced sentences can be juxtaposed to indicate co-ordination.
A reduced sentence is one containing a Verb Complex without

an Auxiliary; its typical environment is a narrative context

such as the following:
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\

|

[tgao tyufurp] [wapi nqunnal [turlpam]

1
wood cut(pl.0) take ss.loc put into ground

[tyetwsfamankil wetanwelan t950 wonto¥ok
fork-stick two. two wood short(ple)
t9uurp] [ tarpyur larap] [wana
cut(pl.o) lay (on top of) tie bring
tarpyur parararn nanta) [1arap]

lay (on top of) corpse A{(dm).sfm tie
[yuryipi]
lay(tr).leave(tr).go
"(They cut pieces of wood, take (them) over

there, put (them) into the ground and cut four

fork-sticks, and cut short pieces of wood and

lay (them) across (the fork-sticks) and tie
(them) and bring up that corpse, lay (it) across,

tie (it to the platform) and leave (it)."

4.12.1 Conditionals.

The protasis of a Conditional sentence occurs only in

the Purposive or Subjunctive moods; the apodosis can occur

in the Purposive or Subjunctive moods or in the Future

tense,

422,

423,

lapap yinma] [ nifkpuk yinma ]
sick 3sgmSP.1(purp) die.possib 3sgmSP.1(purp)
If he gets sick he might die.

[te an awuntunowakka ] . anti

meat give 1sgSP.1l(subj).3sgmOP.foc adv(recip)

[te an wuwuntuwa¥in® tYakna ]

meat give 3sgmSP.1l(subj).lsgOP.foc

v. fn. 9 Chapter 12.
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|

Had I given him meat he would haae given
me meat. | |
or Were I to give him meat he would give me
meat. |
The subjunctive is unmarked for tense, whereas the purposive

is marked for futurity.

v,y

t7akna ] anti

424, [te an wuwuntuwarin
meat give 3sgmSP.1(subj).lsgOP.foc adv(recip)
[te an at3man5]
meat give 1lsgSP.l(purp).3sgmOP
If he gave me meat I would give him meat.

The apodosis in the Future tense:

425, [mi nak nuwuntuwa J [mi

171

food(veg) eat(non-meat) 2sgSP.1(subj) food(veg)

nak anmawakna ]
eat(non-meat) 1lsgSP.l(fut).foc

If you eat (veg) food I will eat (veg) food.

Given two juxtaposed sentences, if the Verb Complex
of one is in the subjunctive mood and the Verb Complex of
the other is in neither the purposive or subjunctive moods
nor in the futufe tense, then the latter sentence will be

interpreted as an adverbial clause of reason.

426. te an awuntunowakka anti

meat give 1sgSP.l(subj).3sgm adv(recip)
te an giminyafiny

meat give 3sgmSP.l(punct).lsgOP

I would give him meat because he gave me meat.
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4.13. The Verb Complewx.
The Verb Complex can be expanded as follows:

(adverb){ (verb root) (auxiliary)}(object pronoun)
Adverb, Verb Root, and Auxiliary are free forms; Object
Pronoun is bound to the Verb Root or the Auxiliary, depending
) .

on which occurs. When the Verb Root and the Auxiliary

co-occur within the Verb Complex the Verb Root precedes

3
the Auxiliary:

427. akana pilp yinmanayiwa
adv(neg) slap 3sgmSP.1(fut).3sgfoOP

He will not slap her.

The Verb Complex assumes a role of central importance
in the sentential syntax of MalakMalak because the aux. assigns
person, number, tense, mood and aspect to the sentence in
which it occurs. The transitivity of a verb root will
also be registered in the Verb Complex through the ability

or inability of the VR to take a pronoun object.

There is a concordal relationship between the (free)

subject NP and the bound subject person marker of the

auxiliary.

428, yinya wilma yita

man swim.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

The man is/was swimming.

2If the Pronoun Object occurs as the benefactive object of a
noun, the Pronoun Object occurs as a free form:
te atpufu: meat for us (ic)
3
v.3.21.4 for an exception to this word-order rule.
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429. alawar wilma nunta

woman swim.cnt 3sgfSP.2(pres/past)

The woman i1s/was swimming.

The (free) object NP is reflected in the Verb Complex

by a person- and number-equivalent pronoun object.

430. alawar tat’ yiminggiii
woman hit 3sgmSP.1(punct).3sgfOP
He hit(s) the woman.
431. teyma anunnayiwa alawarno
wailt(tr).cnt 1sgSOP.2(fut).3sgfOP woman.bf

I will wait for the woman.

Ly

Since alawar is unmarked for number , the suffixation of

the third singular feminine pronoun object marks the noun
alawar for singularity. Equivalently, in the following
sentence the plurality of yinya is indicated by the

suffixation of the third plural pronoun object:

432. pent?i tleyantak ayowsis yin’awa
ts hear 1sgSP.6(pres).3pl0P man.sfm

Yesterday, I heard the men.
Due to the repetition of the free subject and object in
pronominal form within the Verb Complex there is no ambiguity

over the interpretation of a sentence such as the following:

y y

433, yinya alawar tat yiminonayi
man woman hit 3sgmSP.1l(punct).3sgfOP

The man hit(s) the woman.

4

Nouns are not usually marked for number. The only recorded
exceptions to this statement is the partial reduplication
which pluralizes pulit?: old man and parmat?’: old woman

pulitg > pupulity
pafmat > papa}mat
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Only one interpretation is possible because of the gender
concord between yinga and the third masculine singular bound

y

‘subject person marker yi- of yimin’ and between alawar and

the coreferential feminine singular pronoun object -nayi.
4.13.1 Transitivity.

Transitivity is a property of the Verb Complex. As
stated earlier, verb roots are inherently transitive or
intransitive. Of all inherently transitive verbs recorded,
96% are able to fake Conjugation 1 as an auxziliary. Verb
roots that are inherently intransitive, on the other hand,
characteristically cannot take Conjugation 1 as an

5

auxiliary. For these reasons Conjugation 1 was termed

the transitivity index of the Conjugation system.

There is no formal distinction in the language between
transitive and intransitive subject, whether'freé or bound.
The agentive marker -wan (v. 3.34) can be attached to a
free subject NP whether transitive or intransitive, and
the oniy constraint on its distribution withiﬁ the Noun

Phrase is that it cannot be suffixed to the free object NP.
4.13.11 DNoun Phrase, Adjectival and Deictic Complements.

The intransitive Verb Complex can take a NP, adjectival

or deictic complement:

5

With the exception of the twelve intransitive Verb Roots
listed in fn2 of section 3.1.
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NP Complement

434, [ karala yunpayin] yita
body good(sgm) 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He is/was happy.

435, [puntu lelpma] ata
head hot.cnt 1sgSP.2(pres/past)

I have/had a headache.
Adjectival Complement
436. yin’  yita
shy 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He i1s shy. -
437. tYalala yita

long 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He 18 tall.

Detctic Complement

. 438. t73n malir [wak - antawan] woyo
clf paperbark tree water ss 3sgeSP.6(pres)

The paperbark tree stands near the water.
4,13.2 Indirect Objectivity

There is no formal marking of indirect objectivity in
the language. Indirect objects behave, syntactically, in
exactly the same way as direct objects. Again, it is the
verb root itself that provides an index of the capacity for

indirect objectivity: e.g. an: give.
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439. mi an atomano
food(veg) give 1sgSP.l(purp).3sgmOP
I'm going to give him food.
As is the case with direct object NPs, the indirect object
NP is reflected in the Verb Complex by a gender- and number-

equivalent pronoun object:

440. yinga alawar lamma nuntagé
man woman talk.cnt 3sgfSP.2(pres/past).3sgmOP
The woman is/was talking to the man.
In example 441 the pronoun object -no indicates the singularity
y

of yinZawa while in example 442 the pronoun object -woro

indicates its plurality:

y

441. pent’i naman ayano yin’awa
ts speak lsgSP.1(punct).3sgmOP man.sfm
Yesterday I spoke to the man.
442, p€ntyi naman ayaworo yinyawa
ts speak 1sgSP.1(punct).3plOP man.sfm

Yesterday I spoke to the men.

In the following two examples the pronoun object

realizes a possessive function:

443, tyaqar tapak mutatin®
spear breack 3sgvSP.2(pres/past).lsgOP

My spear has broken.

Note that tYanar spear 18 one of the nouns that require
m-concord either when qualified by a concordal adjective
(v. 3.27) or as the referent of the third singular bound

subject marker of the auxiliary.
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A literal translation of example 443 would read: Spear has

broken (to) me.

Similarly, sentence 444:

y

44, muyin g y

nirk yimin aXfin
dog die 3sgmSP.1(punct).lsgOP
Literally: dog died (to) me
My dog died.

There is '‘a concordal relationship between muyiny and the

masculine singular subject person marker yi- of yiminy

In the following example the pronoun object realizes
the affected party:

6

445, man wonattlet y

, .Y v,
wiyanin arin
stomach bad.stand 3sgeSP.6(progr)lsgOP
Literally: stomach is standing bad (to) me.

I am worried.
4.14 Verb Complex Complementation.

There are two types of Verb Complex complementation in

MalakMalak: (i) verb root/auxiliary complementation and

(ii) participial complementation.

4.14.1 Verb Root/Auxiliary Complementation.

(a) verb root * -ma (the continuative suffix) * -no

(the intentive suffix) (b) auxiliary complementation.

(a) The verb root complement is a reduced sentence

(v. 4.12, example 421) complemented by a Verb Complex.

6

man stomach requires w-concord (v. 3.27) when qualified by

a concordal adjective or as referent of the third singular
bound subject marker of the auxiliary. (man is one of the

exceptions to the general rule that all body-parts take
y-concord, v. 3.27)
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YewSryen nunta [ t9utpmawa ]

446. alawar ¢t
woman ear.comit 2sgfSP.2(pres/past) [cut.cnt.foc]
The woman knows/knew how to cut (wood for
a canoe).
447. tek ka ata [wirk]
country come lexSP.2(pres/past) [finish]
I have come to (this) country for good.
448. tikpi yowora [yur]
back go 3sgmSP.3(pres) [Zie down]
He's on his way back to lie down.
449, noyo ka yonunka [ watwatmano ]
tomorrow come 3sgmSP.2(fut) [fish.cnt.int]
Tomorrow he will come to fish.
450, te tleydt wankit? aronton

clf red kangaroo hunt out lexSP.l(sequ)

Ley]
VRecpt(spear)
2 ' (and) d % (Txt. 1
We hunt out (an spear a re angaroo. ... . 15)
451, alalk yinmeyit? "pi woronungka [ kapukkupukmano ]
ehild 1little go 3plSP.2(fut)[bathe.cnt.int]

The little boys will go and bathe.

452. “"Monday" puwaryinna wapi yonunarin’tYa
Monday morning take 2 (fut)

[wufkammanana]
[work.cnt.int.loc ]

Monday mormning he will take me to work.
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(b) In the following sentences an auxiliary functions as

complement of the preceding verb complex:

453, tat ayano [yowora ]
see 1sgSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP [3sgmSP.3(pres)]
I see him going along.
454, tat ayano _ [yita]
see 1sgSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP [3sgmSP.2(pres/past)]
I see/saw him over there (v. 3.12)
455. t7gyantak ayand [yuwurta]
hear 1sgSP.1(punct).3sgmOP [3sg.SP.3(past)]

I heard him going along.

456. [nun yononki] tatma anono
[ss 3sgmSP.4(pres).dc] see.cnt 1sgSP.4 (pres)
3sgmOP

I see him sitting there.
457. tat anmanowa “"[yonunkakka ]
see 1lsgSP.1(fut).3sgmOP [3sgmSP.2(fut)]

I will find him walking along.

In sentences 453 to 457 (inclusive) there is gender- and
number-concord between the object pronoun of the Verb Complex

and the bound subject person marker of the complement.

4,14.2 Participial Complementation

The participle-forming suffix —ali7 carries an habitual
sense.

458, tyalkyuriii - nunta

bend over.ptcpl 3sgfSP.2(pres/past)

She goes/went along bent over.

v.3.21.4



The suffixation of -ali to pak-, yur-, and tyet—, for
example, creates a semantic force of sitting, lying or
standing coextensive with the action described by the

verb root of which it forms the complementation.

459. (a) paltam pakali
hide (behind something) sit.ptepl
yono
3sgmSP.4(pres)

(b) paltam yurali
hide(behind something) lie.ptcpl
yoyo
3sgmSP.5(pres)

(c) paltam £

gtali
hide (behind something) stand.ptecpl

yoyo

3sgmSP.6(pres)
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(a) Hide behind (something) sitting all the time.

(b) Hide behind (something) lying down all the

time.

(¢) Hide behind (something) standing up all the

time.

In the following three examples, the participle forms

the complementation not of a verb root but of an auxiliary:

460. (a) yono appakali
3sgmSP.4(pres) sit.ptcpl

He i1s always sitting down.
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(b) yoyo apyuralil
3sgmSP.6(pres) Ilie.ptcpl
He is always lying down.
(c¢) wotyo aptyefatiii

3plSP.6(pres) stand.ptcpl

The prefix ap- is restricted in distribution to the three
standard postural verb roots pak, yur and tyet. When ap-
is prefixed to one of these three participial complements
the latter can follow the quxiliary but without the prefix

ap- the participial complement form of these three verb

roots precedes the auxiliary:

pakali yono
sit.ptcpl 3sgmSP.4(pres)

He is sitting all the time.

A distinction is drawn in the language between succession
and simultaneity of the actions described by iuxtaposed
verb roots within the Verb Complex. If -ali is suffixed
to the second of two juxtaposed verb roots that verb root
will function as the participial complement of the first,
and the action described by the second verb root will be
understood as taking place simultaneously with that
described by the first. But if -ali suffixation does not
occur, the actions will be understood as being successive.
461. (a) alawar peyikan wulk pak nono
woman bag.loc put in sit 3sgfSP.4(pres)
The woman puts (it) in the bag and sits

down.
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(b) alawar peyikan wurk yur nonyo
woman bag.loc put in 1lie down 3sgfSP.5
(pres)
The woman puts (it) in the bag and lies
down.

et nontyo

(c¢) alawar peyikan wurlk t
woman bag.loc put in stand 3sgfSP.6(pres)
The woman puts (it) in the bag and stands
up.
The participial suffix -ali converts succession into

simultaneity.

462. alawar peyikan wurk pakali nono
woman bag.loc put in sit.ptcpl 3sgfSP.4(pres)

The woman puts (i1t) into the bag while sitting

down.

The ability of a verb root to take the participial
complement pakali/yurali/tgetali does not necessarily reflect
any constraint on the co-occurrence of that verb root with
the semantically cognate auxiliary conjugatiowns 4, 5 or 6.

The participiai suffix -ali is not confined to the three

y

standard 'postural' verb roots pak-, yur- and tet. For
example:
463. tek nanman® tappamali atta

camp A(dm).dpf grab.put.ptcpl lexSP.é(pres/past)
We have always retained this camp.
464, tYiyitJali yitawoid
picek up.ptcpl 3sgmSP.(pres/past).3plOP

He goes along picking them up all the time.



465. tyiyitlali

pick up.ptcpl

4.15
4.15.1
can
(1)
(2)
but

nunta

She's married.

The Imperative

The Positive Imperative.

be realized in MalakMalak in one of two ways:

with or without the preceding adverb tin”.
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3sgfSP.2(pres/past)

The Positive Imperative

either

by the Purposive mood preceded by a verb root, or

by the verb root itself, without a subsequent auxiliary

y There 18

no formal distinction between transitive and intransitive

imperative.

(a) 466.

e.g.

467.

468.

469,

470.

mi nak
(veg)food eat(non-meat)
Eat the food!
lak nontoma
eat (meat) 2sgSP.l(purp)
Eat (non-meat) food!
nat’pak yini
hide 3sgmSP.4 (purp)
Let him hide.

yur nukuttoyun
lie down 2plSP.5(purp)

You (pl) lie down!
parat nintiyan
get up 2sgSP.6(purp)

Get up!/

nontoma

2sgSP.1l(purp)
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(b) The verb root form of the positive imperative

g is as

with neither the quxiliary nor the adverb tin
follows:
471. t78n t7utpma
wood cut.cnt
Cut the wood!
472. kina pakma
ss.loc 87t down.cnt
Stay here!
473. naman
Speak!
474, mi abariny
food(non-meat) give.lsgOP

Give me food!

The verb root preceded by tin?

475. Eigz tatno
adv find.3sgmOP
Try and find him.
476. EEEE. tappiyipmang

adv wind.dpf

Tfy winding (1t). (i.e., an outboard motor)

4.15.2 The Negative Imperative.

The negative imperative is formed with the adverb awat

followed by either a verb root alone or by a verb root

plus an auxiliary in the purposive mood.
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477. awat teymafiny
adv wait.cnt.lsgOP
Don't‘wait for me!l
478. awat wumuwa |
adv steal

Don't steal!l

The negative force of awat can be reinforced by the
8
negative suffix -tan

479, awat mutt?

iYtan nuntun
adv trip.neg 2sgSP.2(purp)
Don't trip!

Yu¥ 1amlammatan

480. awat wat
adv adv talk.cnt.neg

Don't talk so fast!
4.16 The Causative/Inchoative

The causative/inchoative construction is formed by the

verb root tut acting upon a lexical adjective:

481. mawun® [lankeXk tut] aya.
clothes clean caus 1sgSP.1l(punct)
I make/made the clothes clean.
482. tol [tyalala tut] aya
stick long caus 1sgSP.l(punct)
I lengthen(ed) the stick.
483, tit [ kerker tut] aya
edge sharp caus lsgSP.l(punét)

I sharpen(ed) the blade.
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484 . [yikpi tut] wyita
little(sgm) caus 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He gets/becomes thin.
485. [yinali | Eﬂéj yita |
big(sgm) caus 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He gets/becomes big.
486. [tom  tut] vyita
weak caus 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
He gets/becomes weak.

g wankar wuyuwa | [wakyen

487. [ mawun
dress outside 3sgeSP.(past) water.comit
tut wuta] |
caus 3sgeSP.(pres/past)

The dress was outside, so it got wet.
tut has a partially reduplicated plural form: turut (v. 3.24.1)

488 . Qantyakpulu turut wutta
grown up caus (pl) 3plSP.2(pres/past)
They grew/grow up.

The causative tut can also act upon a noun or a quantifier:

9

489. marin® tut yiminy

story caus 3sgmSP.1l(punct)

He tells/told a story.

490. mutiu¥ tut wi¥min?

qf caus 3plSP.1(punct)

They have a big family.

9
Synonymous with this is ma¥in? t7¢t yita. See below for

other instances of t“et in an inchoative function.



Colour- or

occur with

491.

492.

493,

When the causative force is acting upon a verb root it

light-descriptive terms as inchoatives tend to

tyet (or tutt’et) plus conjugation 6:
nuparak ‘tget wigaqiny
dark stand 3sgeSP.6(progr)

It's getting dark.

eyikeyik tuttyet wiyaginy

black caus.stand 3sgeSP.6(progr)
It's getting black.

witma tuttiet wiyaniny

red caus.stand 3sgeSP.6(progr)

It's getting red.

has & different realization: the verb root wat (send) .

can be suffixed to other verb roots thereby forming compound

verb roots:

4o4.

495.

The suffixation of wat also covers the action of a causative

force upon

496.

yina nitwat ayano

man say 'mo".send

I made the man say no.

y y

paoamany namanwat yimin

atin
father.dpf speak.send 3sgmSP.1(punct).lsgOP

Father made me speak.

an adverb such as wat uf (quick):

Yu¥wat atugna

wat
quick.send 1sgSP.2(purp).3sgmOP

I am going to make him (go) quickly.

187
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In certain cases (v. 3.25) the suffixation of wat

to a verb root has crystalized into a lexical item:

e.g. turkwat [drink + send] : swallow
t9urkwat [enter + send] : put inside
katZwat [throw + send] : let go

4 .17 The Verb Root.

It is characteristic of Malaklalak that the auxiliary
conjugations which can potentially occur with any single
verb root are multiple.  However, certain constraints
operate on a number of verb roots thereby restricting the

number of auxiliary conjugations for which they can select.

Of a sample 350 verb roots 98 are able to select for

all six aquxiliary conjugations:

akak vomit

alturuk smash

ar dry
“arinar open (mouth)

(karifr) wir weave (basket)

kar moult feathers
karnoyat light (pipe/cigarette)
karturuk | poke

karyiwuy stir

kelpketp crunch

kurfpit ' miss (i.e. with a missile)
kulput cover up

y

kultowerkat move fire along a hollowed out log

(i.e., in the manufacture of a canoe)

kurut remove



kur
lamtel

manparartyst

manpurity
manwiyuk nirk
milk

niz?i1”

ni1?
ninyik
nit
nyatnyat
nak

lak

yar
Qawanyak
ne
nefp
nit
pefat, (tim)
wulk, (peyikan)
pilp

yaryar

lamtyak

v
lar

10

It's range includes:

"

say "nmo". 3.

lily-roots.
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pull

stop(someone from quarrelling)
stir stomach up

be satisfied

starving hungry

decorate

strip bark (from a tree)
skin (an animal)

dislike

tell a lie

chip wood

eat (non-meat)

eat (meat)

skin (animal)

smell

1.

breathe
cut
10
a verb of repulsion
dig (a hole)
put into (a bag)
slap
plane down

stop (someone) from quarreling

tear

hunt someone/something away.

“leave for a while e.g. unpicked



lu}un
lufut
pirir
pirpiryet
popo
tapak
taratwat
ta}pat
tattekut

tatg

v
gmur

tat
ngat
taytyafp
moYpmotp
murltam
murtuk
numu¥u nY
nalamufk
Qalyak
piktap

piwuy

telkna

tEmpelaty

toln
tum
tut

totZat

clean
grind
untie
ignite

fan flames
break
watech

bite off
show

hit

kick/smash (with feet)

cook

ecut an object into quarters

munch (non-meat food)

bloek a creek

hatch

wink

swear/curse

lick

arrest

swing (tr.)

singe hatr (of a wallaby, e.g.

before cooking)

roll up (of swag)

stretech

inhale

causative verb rococt (v.

take from earth/mud of a goanna/
turtle, ete.)

4.16)
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tufpkaty

95k

y

t upak

naman
yefk

y

yukut-wat

aritel
kanyak

. .
karkwut
kafyit
kaftyikat
kurpuk

y

kurutt et

takaty

t€p
v
tumpurk

tulkwat

) g

tatatat

y

t’irya

wany

tultul

turakaty

y y

tYiyit

+Y

A
urp
wa

yakayekay

yentawaliktap

\
dig for lily (in swamp)
spit
sptit
speak
gerape hide
move an object along gradually
shut door
cough
sew
comb (hair)
poke
wash
take clothes off
touch
paint
hiceough
swallow
tip out
sneexze
row (a boat)
be angry (tr)
push
catch/get
cut
piek up
seream

Like
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t’en make

tur have no need for
t7ut wake (tr)

wunwun - be contented

tat see/find

tar crush

wat send

Of the 350 verb roots already referred to, 228 are
able to select for Conjugation 1 (98 of which have already
been cited); and 122 are unable to select for Conjugation
1. (Ability or inability to select for Conjugation 1 is
being regarded as definitive for the classification of
verb roots because this conjugation stands as an index of

their transitivity potential.)

The Verb Roots that can select for Conjugation 1.

Of the remaining 130 verb roots (from the sample of
350) that can select for Conjugation 1, 80 show full
constraints on the selection of certain conjugations, and
50 show partial constraints (as in the verb roots able to
select for Conjugations 5 and 6 in the plural persons only,
v. 3.15 and 3.16, respectively). Of the 80 verb roots
showing full conjugation-selection constraints, 38 cannot

select for Conjugation 5:

altak break
anwat send over
arawat spread (tr)

kalt7et ecarry (on head)



an

er

kalpam
katykurpukat
putaty
talefp
t€r€ty
wgntufp
tulkwut
tyetpat
tapuyt?
£781¢7381

Y

v
urppam
timkut

watwat

v
mawuny kurutpam

y

tintar

putuk

tap

tomt?utp

tuytuy

y

tdams1tet

tyintarwukuty

tyukaty

y

tulkwat

prod grourd (with yamstick)

take out
penetrate

give

make noise in undergrowth

carry (pl.O0)
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put into the water (of a canoce, e.g.)

cover cooking meat with ashes

burn

break limbs (at joints)

degut a kangaroo/wallabyb
.pull down (tr) \
break (branch) off

squeeze

dust (smthg.) down

ecut and stack up wood

bury (rubbish)
fish

take clothes off and put them down

tip out
cover up (tr)

grab/setize

degut a mullet

streteh (intr)

sharpen (yamstick)

tip out

pluck

put inside
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warwar make dilly-bag

wirk (mangik petitk)whisper

mu¥e?i¥ trip over

tappiyip | . wind around

wakyentelk mix cold and hot water
WErEr take out of earth oven

Four verb roots cannot select for Conjugation 6:

koiptiet roast (a single piece of meat)
puy disbelieve (tr)

war (be) ready

yitka?t scale a fish

Two verb roots cannot select for Conjugation 4:

noyattamkat”’ cook (meat) wrapped up (i.e., in
paperbark) '
maparakat? chase

Sixteen cannot select for Conjugations 4 and 5:

katVt7utkwat throw away

wakulpat load (tr) (into canoe)

kum bury

wi mama | engage in a fight (predicated of a
large number of people)

murt move feet (around)

natk make noise in water with bamboo pole

pa¥tikt’etey lean back and spear (tr)

payaktulktyet turn over onto back (tr)

tarartarar knock (on door)

tart bite

tulkmu? touch someone on ankle
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turptiet plant (single obg.)

tutpamtap lay wood like rollers on which to
move canoe

t7aYakat? rain heavily
tyet Y
plant
wankit? flush out (animals from bush)

Four cannot select Conjugations 5 and 6:

palinZtat? elap hands

tappam : ‘ grab and keep
tokolp roast in a hole

toy straighten a bamboo

One verb root is unable to select Conjugations 4 or 6:
mapara follow

Fourteen verb roots are unable to select Conjugations 4, 5 or 6:

apap . be i1l or tired
pinywaka , get water and bring it
pindwapi get water and take it
pinywukuty bale water out
tart’etyi tip out and leave
tarnirk kill (with spear)

v,y .
man’ t etyi cover up and leave
tufppam stick plant in ground

Y v :

t’urk bury

y y .
wat’ukt’et fill up and leave
wukut” pam drop
parkyi leave behind
t7e¥ sting
tletwat 'drop' a person off after giving

him a 1lift



One verb root ig unablce to select for Conjugaticas 2, 3,
4 and 5:
ty

y

en’kat arrange (something for someone)

The Verb Roots that cannot select for Conjugation 1.

Of the 122 verb roots unable to select for Conjugation
1, 108 show full constraints and 14 show partial constraints
Of the 108 verb roots showing full constraints the following

37 can select for any auxiliary conjugation except

Conjugation 1:

katparar

play around

kat laugh/plcy

lam(lam) talk

lerpma hot

lufukat? wait around for food

v -
manparat

resemble

tin” stir up (intr)
man’tet float up
nanpurun show off

v
murma

nowolweriyen

dance (of men)

make trouble

n’apan?apa be deaf
towerk ery

tulma sulk
tYinwitan avotid fights
wErwerparar tremble
ariwit?im kiss
wiyegnwiyen argue

196
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arinar open mouth

mirmir melt

mutt?i¥t7alk trip and fall
numu¥u tYi1%wu¥kali a wrinkled face (have)
Qunyty€t sweat
tyewdrtarkat? remind

tert’er sing

tattaparar look arodnd
tat’parar forage (for yams)
tey watt

tiktat look back
tYeyantak listen

pelppelp be frightened
wirwir leak/bleed
welkun” swing (intr),
wumukut blame

wuyurwuyur peep

wuruwat wave

qalamufk swear

The following 8 verb roots are unable to select for Conjugation

5

awara (pl.subj.) ery

kunun dwell
tarnalkatarnalk bump into someone
telpat keep someone company
tumpu¥kupuk dive making a splash
wema seream

titmitit tease

kupuk dive



One verb root is unable to

and 5:

'pany

Three are unable to select for
lerp

y .
payt’etpi

wilpay
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select for Conjugations 2, 3

pregnant

Conjugation 4:
meet (pl.subg.)
sneak up on

cross over (i.e., to other side)

Five verb roots are unable to select for Conjugation 6:

pul

tatyur
telponok
turutturut

piyip

snore

sleep fitfully (lit. see and
lie down)

walk

dream

be sick

The following seventeen verb roots are unable to select for

Conjugations 4 and 5:

wakulpat
komporwatpir
luppi
Qatyqaty

nuy

pPErk

pur

talptalp

y

tiramt”egt

mittyefat

tyerk

load obgjects into boat
have a cold
go together: 'be friends'
hide (intr)

enter

erawl (predicated of a snake)
alight (of a bird)

run along playing

stand on top of bank

paint (ceremonially)

snap (of wood)
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wel hang up (intr)
tintart?intar spill
tye¥atwata (pl.S) stand in one line
y Y. v
t’et/t’erat (pl.S) be born
karka punt
v .
purat Jump

The following

Conjugations
lefpty
tuk
ponkol

The following

2, 3 and 6:
ponkol

The following

4 and 6:
‘karnil

The following

for Conjugati

three verb roots are unable to select for

5 and 6:
et move around in grass
take someone else's part (in a
quarrel)
turppak kneel down

verb root is unable to select for Conjugations

tartar eross .legs

verb root is unable to select for Conjugations

yur break skin (against an object)

twenty-three verb roots are unable to select

ons 4, 5 and 6:

altiritpi go past
kat?yipi leave behind (tr)
pi go
ka come
y
t“akat run

aritukt?uk talk too much



Six verb roots are

4 or 5:

papyiwara

y

t akatyiwaya

y

pafatt akat

tapali
tiktatway
tikka
tur
; y

tapalikat  yur
wépi

v
numuru me€rkwaya
tyagar parkaty
tat?wer

wanattyetway

turpi

vy .y

pitint et

v
wurma

pafat

tamtyettyet

y

tafpt et

puXunpulun

unable
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|

run away (predicated of a large
number)
run away (predicated of an individual)
get up quickly

warm up (of food, meat, etc.)
crawl (predicated of a child)
walk slowly

have something fer a long time/be
married

come back to life (myth)
return

big wave comes

1. buck (of a horsel);2. pitch (of

a canoe)

take

commit adultery

throw spear in wrong direction
splash

worry

sink

to select for Conjugations 2, 3,

dislike
stand up
get up

stick to/catch onto (predicated of .
a spark)
stand on top (of something) (predic-

ated of an inanimate object)
boil '
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Four vert roots are unable to select Conjugations 2, 3, 4 or 6:

tafpyur lie on top (of something) (predicated
of an inanimate object)

narkyur , twist (of a limb)

tYalkyur bend over

yur lie down

4,18 The Noun Phrase

The MalakMalak Noun Phrase consists of a noun or pronoun
head, or both, and an optional adjectival. An adjectival
is a word or group of words qualifying a noun or pronoun

11
which typically precede it.

An adjectival can be realized in the NP as (1) a
quantifier (v. 2.12.1); (2) a demonstrative adjective;
(3) a possessive adjective; (4) a deictic specification;

(5) a lexical adjective.

(2) The adjectival as demonstrative adjective:

497. yinZa nan tat wottomano
man A(dm) see 3plSP.l(purp).3sgmOP

They'll see this/that man.
498, alawar nan te lak wowonton
woman A(dm) meat eat(meat) 3sgfSP.1l(sequ)

This/that woman eats/ate the meat.

12
(3) The adjectival as possessive adjective:

11 '
In the NP [wunpayin tekka] the head tek is marked for
its untypical position (v. 4.19)
12
v. 3.28, above, for a discussion of alienable and
inalienable possession.
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499, te na tg

Eyot yinali
meat lsgSP red kangaroo big(sgm)

My big red kangaroo.

In this, and similar cases, it is characteristically the
noun-classifier that attracts the possessive adjective.
Where there is no noun-classifier the possessive adjective
immediately follows the noun it qualifies and immediately

precedes an adjectival:

500. alalk na ninmeyity
child 1sgSP 1little(plf)
My little girls.
(4) The adjectival as a deictic specification.
501. tono [nun woyo]
Jungle ss 3sgeSP.5(pres)
The jungle that lies over there.
502. yinya [ki yono]
man ss 3sgmSP.4(pres)

The man who i1s here/This man.

503. [stockman—many aquntumany] pakmana wutta
stockman.dpf ts.dpf sit.cnt.dec 3plSP.2
(pres/past)
Stockmen lived there afterwards.
» 13
(5) The adjectival as a lexical adjective, In certain

circumstances, such as the following, the adjective may stand

by itself in the NP:

13
Cf. the discussion on lexical adjectives in section 3.27.
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504. yikpi lak atoma
little (sgm) eat(meat) 1lsgSP.l(purp)

I'm going to eat a little (meat).

In this sentence the object-noun meat is semantically
implicit. Firstly, lak is a verb root which explicitly
means "eat meat” (as opposed to nak which means "eat
non-meat food'"), and is inherently transitive. Secondly,
yikpi is y-concord (v. 3.27) which is the concord
required for the qualification of, among other nominal
fields, meat and animals. On these grounds, then, it is
argued that a noun-object is implicit in the surface

structure of the sentence,

One lexical adjective can be modified by another

lexical adjective:

505. wikpi yinat ata
little(sge) bad(sgm) 1lsgSP.2(pres/past)

I am/was a little unwell.

The speaker of this sentence would be male, as indicated
by the y-concord (v. 3.27.1) of yinat. The adjective wikpi,
the w-~concord class denoting non-human referents, modifies

the adjective yinat.

The noun, as a constituent of sentence structure, can
have the function of subject or object and any of the affixal
functions described in sections 3.28 to 3.36, such as agentive

(v. 3.34) or locative (v. 3.35), for example:



Agentive:

506. nanyilkwaq tat” yiminyqayi

hand.ag(inst) hit 3sgmSP.1(punct).3sgfOP

He hit(s) her with his hand.

Locative:
507, waliwaliyinna wilma yita
river.loc swim.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He is/was swimming in the river

If the noun is qualified by an adjectival (other than an
adjectival realized by a deictic specifier and auxiliary)
then any adnominal affix (with the exception of -mel-,

v. 3.33, and ~-malak, v. 3.32) is suffixed to the entire

noun phrase:

e.g. 508 wawol? wunaliyinna kapukkupuk yonpun
billabong big(sge).loc bathe 3sgmSP.2(purp)

He is going to bathe in the big billabong.

The free subject pronoun shares the syntactic possibil-
ities of the noun, within the noun phrase. It can stand as

a constituent of sentence-structure:

509. yonton karkatma yita
3sgmSP smile.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He is/was smiling.
It may be accompanied by another pronoun:

510. wanari pa pi ankatun
2sgSP  1sgSP go 1d1SP.2(purp)

You and I are going to go.
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or it can co-occur with a noun or an adjectival, or both,

within the same Noun Phrase and with the same referent:

511. alawar alalk vyikpi yonton mutt?ak

woman child 1little(sgm) 3sgmSP kick
yitanayi
3sgmSP.2(pres/past).3sgfOP

The little boy (he) kicks/kicked the woman.
The pronoun can be head of a noun phrase:

512. yetfa munali nan muyuwa
adv big(sgv) P(dm) 3sgvSP.6(past)
At that time this was big (referring to an
adjacent banyan).

513. wyonton yinali yita

3sgmSP big(sgm) 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)

He is/was big.
4.19 Marking within the Noun Phrase.

Word-order, except within the Verb Complex,is not
fixed in MalakMalak. Within the Verb Complex the verb root

14
almost always precedes the auxiliary.

The Verb Complex usually occurs sentence~finally. Noun
Phrases usually occur pre-Verb Complex. When a NP occurs
post-Verb Complex it is formally marked. The form of the
sentence-final marking (sfm) is a low open central unrounded

vowel /a/ which is suffixed to a sentence final NP.

14

But v. section 4.14.2, concerning the auxiliary and
participial complementation.
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If the sentence-final NP ends in a consonant there

are three morphophonemically-conditioned variant forms:

(1) If the final consonant is a liquid or a glide

the sfm is the Vowél /-a/.

514, tatgpuk yinmanayi alawar-a
hit.possib 3sgmSP.1(purp).3sgfOP woman.sfn

He might hit the woman.

515. alalk yikpi tat yiminyna

echild 1ittle see 3sgmSP.1l(punct).3sgmOP
pululuy-a
rainbow.sfm

. The little boy sces/saw the rainbow or The
rainbow saw the little boy.

(2) 1If the final consonant is a stop the sfm has
the syllabic structure CV, the C being a geminate of the
word-final stop. The justification for the geminate
interpretation is phonetic: notably, perceptible intervocalic

devoicing. Intervocalic stops are normally voiced (v.

15
Phonology, section 1.16).

516. Y y

eworyen atta t7onno wakno

ear.comit lexSP.2(pres/past) tree.rel water.rel

y

yinZano alalk yikpino tYewdryen atta

man.xel child 1ittle(sgm).rel ear.comit lexSP.2(pres/
past)
nuluk-ka

language.sfm

15
Cf. the intervocalic devoicing in the quxiliary system
(v. 3.11-3.16): 1in the opposition between
ata [adAa] 1sgSP.2(pres/past)

and atta [adA] lexSP.2(pres/past)
the gemination of the medial stop is morphologically support-
ed by the forms of the person- and tense-markers, respective-
ly (v. 3.18.10).
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\

We know the words for tree, for water, for man
(and) for little boy.

gy. v

en’na'’ naman wordnton alalk vyinmeyit?-tY

517. 't t a2
inj. speak 3plSP.l(sequ) child 1Llittle(plm).sfm

"Thank-you', said the little boys.

(3) 1If the final consonant is a nasal the sfm has the

16
syllabic structure CV, the C being a homorganic stop.
518. tYanar vyaruwa t7iyit? wowdntdn . yonton-ta

spear woomera pick up 3sgmSP.l(sequ) 3sgmSP.sfm
He picks/picked up the spear and woomera.

y

519. ey yimin® no pirpenwanka

spear (VR) 3sgmSP.1(punct).3sgmOP shovel-spear.ag(inst).

sfm
He spears/speared him with a shovel-nosed spear.

If the sentence~final NP ends in a vowel a bilabial
semi-consonant is infixed between the word-final vowel

and /-a/:

520. [teg taratpararma yita] [ey
meat look around.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) spear
o ee e Y e ) ,
wowonton teyot-ta [waka yitanayi ]

3sgmSP.1(sequ) red kangaroo.sfm bring 3sgmSP.2(pres.
/past).3sgfOP

[yuryi. yita ] [yur

put down.leave .. 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) ILie down

16
The occurrence of a homorganic stop preceding /-a/, rather
than a geminate nasal, averts the ambiguity that would arise
in the case of a geminate apico-alveolar nasal or dorso-velar
nasal preceding /-a/, since-na and ~-na are locative and
deictic suffixes respectively (v. 3.35; 3.19.4)
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yoyo yinya-_;g_]
3sgmSP.5(pres) man.sfm

The man looks around for meat, spears a red kangaroo,

brings (it)for her, puts (it) down (and) leaves (it)

(and) lies down.
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TEXT 1

[ na mintYitak nuluk lamlamma ata]

1lsgSP emphP language talk.cnt 1sgSP.2(pres/past)
[pi ataworo wariyat ] [anti

2go lsgSP.2(pres/past).3piOP VRcpt(meet) 3adv(recip)
lamlamma atta nuluk yawotta ]

talk.cnt lexSP.2(pres/past) Llanguage iexSP.sfm
[wo¥Snténman? naman wo¥ontdn] [ haman’ naman
u3plSP.dpf speak 3plSP.1l(sequ) 5lsgSP.dpf speak

. . vo v e
awontonworo]

1sgSP.1l(sequ).3plOP

wunpayin tekka ]
good(sge) camp.sfm
[pak atto]

8
sit lexSP.4(pres)

[tek
6
camp A(other) go 1lexSP.2(pres/past)

yawuk atta

pi

[ paypi attaworo ]
7

emerge.go lexSP.2(pres/past).3pl0O?

[tek

9
camp good(sge)

wunpayin woyo ]

3sgeSP.5(pres)

[ayo tekat?] [ puwaryinna tikka atta ]
10lsgSP.S(pres) dawn 11ts(morning) back.come lexSP.2
(pres/past)
[wofonton wotto ] [lanin?y ka wutta '
123plSP 3plSP.4(pres) 13adv come 3plSP.2(pres/past)
watiyat wotya¥in?] [pi: teno pi
meet 3plSP.6(pres).lsgOP 11QVRimp meat.int go
ankatun ] [tYeyst waqkity aronton
1d1SP.2(purp) lsred kangaroo hunt out lexSP.l(sequ)

ey ] [tikpi atta] [ko1ptiet

16 17 ‘
VRept(spear) back.go lexSP.2(pres/past) roast
aronton tekna | 1[yawuk tIet wa

8
lexSP.1(sequ) camp.loc P(another) leg pick up
wowonton ] [lyawuk tget wa wowonton )
19

3sgm/£SP.1(sequ) P(another) Leg pick up 3sgm/fSP.1l(sequ)
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[yawuk puntu - wa wowonton |
20 L '
P(another) head pick up 3sgm/fSP.1l(sequ)

[ yawuk payak wa wowonton ]
21 :
P(another) back  pick up 3sgm/fSP.1l(sequ)

[ yawuk womo wa wowonton |
22
P(another) tail pick up 3sgm/fSP.1(sequ)

[yawuk wuru wuru yawuk wa wowonton ]
23 .
P(another) arm arm P(another) pick up 3sgm/£fSP.l(sequ)
TR
[wi akana ] [ 1akma Qaty' pak
24 25 )
fight A(neg) rs(eat meat).cnt ptcl(emph) sit

atto ] [ tek yawukmany teno ka
lexSP.4(pres) 26camp A(other).dpf meat.int come
yita tyeyikka] [an afantanna]
3sgmSP.2(pres/past) scrounger.sfm 27give lexSP.1(sequ).3sgmOP
[1ak wowonton | zgqaty pak atto]
28eat(meat) 3sgSP.1l(sequ) ptcl(emph) . 82t 1lexSP.4(pres)

[ katma atto ] [akana wi ] [alawar

30 31 32

laugh.cnt lexSP.4(pres) A(neg) fight woman
nat? nono ] lalalk yinmeyit? anta
ptcl(emph) 3sgfSP.4(pres) 3schild little(plm) adv(allright)
WOtto | [akana wino ] [wak pi
34 35

3plSP.4(pres) A(neg) water.int water go

wutta] = - [alawar pin? wafEntSn]
3plSP.3(presf{past) 36woman get water 3plSP.l(sequ)

[ ka wutta 980 t7axt?et ]

37

come 3plSP.2(pres/past) wood/fire VRcpt(prepare)

[wak noyat wo¥énton ) [ pufunpuXun woyoc]
38 39

water cook 3plSP.1(sequ) boil 3sgeSP.6(pres)
; .

The emphagic particle Qaty is translated here by the mildly
emphatic just (as in We went out and just enjoyed
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[yinya wapi nunta ) Lan
40 41

man take 3sgfSP.2(pres/past) give
wowontonno meltapali ] [tufk

: : 42
3sgfSP.1(sequ).3sgmnOP propr.seize.ptcpl drink
wowonton ] [akana wi ] [ qura
43 4 b

3sgmSP.1l(sequ) A(neg) fight P(dm)other (pl)
wotto pin” wapi an wowontonworo )

3plSP.4(pres) get water take give 3sgfSP.l(sequ).3plOP

[ turk wafantanj {yur aro tekaty]
usdrink 3plSP.1l(sequ) helie down lexSP.5(pres) dawn

[ purwaryinna alawar mino pi nunta]
Q7ts(morning) woman food(veg).int go  3sgfSP.2(pres/past)
[yinya atto ] [mi titit tatma
48 49

man lexSP.4(pres) clf ‘'cheeky' yam strike.cnt
nunta ] ‘ [ ka nunta , kolp
3sgfSP.2(pres/past) 50come 3sgfSP.2(pres/past) ©roast
wowonton ] [yinZa anin’ pardt pak yono]
BngéP.l(sequ) 51man adv g1t up sit 3sgmSP.4(pres)

[nak wowonton ] [alawar anin? mi
52eat(non—meat) 3sgmSP.1(sequ) sawoman adv food(veg)
watiyan nuntaworo ] [mutyufwuna
distribute 3sgfSP.2(pres/past).3plOP 54qf
nak woronton ] lalalk yinmeyit? alawar
eat (non-meat) 3plSP.1l(sequ) ssahild little(plm) woman
yinya nura nak woronton ]
man A(other pl) eat(nonu-meat) 3plSP.l(sequ)

1

ourselves.) However, Qaty cannot always be felicitously ren-
dered by gJust. In such cases it dis not translated; but the
emphatic force remains implicit.
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[pupility papafmatg nak woronton ]
56

old men old women eat(non-meat) 3plSP.1l(sequ)
[yur ato tekat? ] [wi akana ]
57 . . 58

lie down lexSP.5(pres) down fight A(neg)
[nat? parot warla atta
59

ptcl(emph) sit up walk around lexSP.2(pres/past)

nuFnutman’t?a] [te  pi atta wa twatma
60 .
sleep.dpf.sfm meat go lexSP.2(pres/past) VR cpt(fish.cnt)
te wuno ] ' [weYina t7iyit?] [Qaty
61 62
clf barramundi.int two rs(ecateh plo) ptcl(emph)
mut?u¥wuna lak] [ akana mintyitak lakmand]
63
qf eat(meat) adv(neg) emph P rs(eat(meat).cnt.
int)
[ teman” pi yital [tikalma
64 65
meat.dpf go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) lie down.cnt
yoyo | . [anti yera yawuk pi
66
3sgmSP.5(pres) adv(recip) adv P(another) go
yita ] ' [pi yita , . teno ]
3sgmSP.2(pres/past) go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) meat.int
[ kulpak yono ] [pi yital
68 ' 69
board(boat) 3sgmSP.4(pres) go 3sgmSP.2(pres/past)
[watwatma yita] [te tdigic?
70 71
fish.cnt 3sgmSP.2(pres/past) meat catch(pl0)
wowonton ] [ tikka yita ] - [t9iyan
72 73
3sgmSP.1(sequ) return 3sguSP.2(pres/past) give(pl0)

This word is a partizl reduplication cof pulitg: old man; the
only other noun encountered so far that is pluralized by
partial reduplication 1is papafmaty: old women from parmat” :
old woman.
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wowonton ] lalawar parat nontys ] [ t95q
3sgmSP.1(sequ) 7qwoman get up 3sgfSP.6(pres) 75wood
lefp wowonton | [ ka nunta ‘
gather firewood 3§ngP;l(sequ) 7scome 3sgfSP.2(pres/past)
t95q tdaktdet] [pirpiyet wowonton]

fire/wood VRcpt(prepare) 77ignite 3sgfSP.1(sequ)

[ te noyat wowonton | yinZand] [ndyat wapi
78meat cook 3sgfSP.1(sequ) man.bf 79cook take
nunta ] » Lan wowontonno ]
3sgfSP.2(pres/past) 8ogive 3sgfSP.1(sequ).3sgmOP

[ pa¥ot pak lak wowonton ] [azalx vyikpi
81

82
(sit up sit) eat(meat) - 3sgmSP.1l(sequ) child 1little(sgm)

kay yoyoworo ] [ ka wutta ]

call 3sgmSP.6(pres).3plOP 83come 3plSP.2(pres/past)
lalalk yinmeyit? lak woronton ] [Qaty
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