THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS, 1837-1850

"A Study of Some Aspects of the

Characteristics and Origins of the
Immigrants Assisted to New South
Wales and the Port Phillip District,
1837-1850

by-

Robert J. Shultz

A Thesis Submitted to the Australian
National University in Partial Fulfil-
ment of the Requirements for the Degree
of Doctor of Philosophy.

21 December 1971




This thesis is my own work based upon original
research undertaken while a Research Scholar
in the Department of History, Research School
of Social Sciences, The Institute of Advanced
Studies, The Australian National University.

ff’a/y‘j/o"ﬁ

Robert Joe Shultz
21 December 1971




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In common with all students, I am indebted to many people who
assisted me in researching and writing this study of the assisted

immigrants. Professor Douglas Pike, General Editor of the

Australian Dictionary of Biography, supervised my research and
provided constructive criticisms and suggestions that resulted in
many improvements in the structure and text of this study. Most
importantly, hé provided encouragement when my spirits flagged.
While Professor Pike was overseas on study. leave, Dr. F.B. Smith;
Senior Fellow in the Department of History, Research School of
Social Sciences, Institute of Advanced Studies, the Australian
National University, supervised my work. His criticisms and
suggestions were inﬁaluable., Professor A.W., Martin and Dr. John
Barrett, Department of History, La Trobe University, read the thesis
in several stages of draft. Their comments and suggestions resulted
in many iﬁprovements in the text. Dr. Gienn Mulligan, Department of
Sociology, La Trobe University, gave freely of his time and knowledge
in suggesting ways of presenting and interpreting the statistical

data on which this study is based.
Others who aided me,include Miss Mary Rose and Mr. Wayne

Naughton, Computer Programmers, Computer Centre, The Australian Natiocnal




iv

University. They advised me on preparing the statistical data for
processing and operated the computer for me. I would also like to
express my appreciation to the members of staff of the National
Library of Australia, the State Archives of New South Wales and
especially to Miss Diane Rhodes, Mr. Warren Horton and Mr. John
'Cross and the others who work at the Mitchell Library. I owe a
special debt to Miss Susan Summerhayes and Mrs. Renate Errey for
typing the text of this study, and Mrs. Helen Cook for typing the
appendices.

Oof all those who assisted me, one stands above the rest. To
my wife, Janet F. Shultz, I owe a debt that is incalculable. She
assisted me in collecting the statistical data, in preparing it for
processing by the computer and in drawing the figures and graphs
in the text. 1In addition, her encouragement and understanding

made the completion of this study possible.

Robert J. Shultz
. 21 Decembexr 1971



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page -

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS v v v o ‘e o o o o o o o o o o o o v v v o iii

LIST OF FIGURES + « o o ¢ o o o o « o o 'a o s o o o« o o« o viii

LIST OF TABLES . % &« ¢ &« o & & + « &
LIST OF APPENDICES &« v v ¢ o o ¢ o o o o o o .5 o o o« o « » xi

INTRODUCTION & & & v v 4 v o o o o o o o « o o o o o o o « 1
The Importance of Assisted Immigration - The

Background of Assisted Immigration to New South Wales

- The Mechanics of Assisted Immigration to New South

Wales and the Colonial Emigration Agent - The Number

of Assisted Immigrants - The Kinds of Assisted

Immigrants. ‘

PART I. 'WHO WERE THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS?'

Chapter

I. THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS . v v « &+ + o o o » o o o o o . 24
- Introduction - The Sex, Marital Status, '‘Ages
and the Number of Children of the Assisted Immigrants
- The Native Places and Occupations of the Assisted
Immigrants - The Literacy and Relgious Allegiances of
the Assisted Immigrants - The Cross-Tabulations of the
Assisted Immigrants' Native Places, Occupations,
Literacy and Religious Allegiances - The Expectations,
Prospects and Experiences of Immigrants Assisted to
New South Wales and the Port Phillip District, 1837~
1850 - The Immigrants Assisted to New South Wales and
the Port Phillip District, 1837-1850,




vi

Chapter . Page

PART II. FOUR KINDS OF ASSISTED IMMIGRAﬁTS

II. THE GOVERNMENT ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN NEW
SOUTH WALES, 1837-1840 . . . . +« . ¢« ¢« « « « « . - 104

Introduction - The Government Immigrants -
The Sex, Marital Status and Ages of the Government
Immigrants - The Number of Children - The Male
Occupations - The Female Occupations -~ The Native
Places - The Places of First Employment or
Settlement - The Native Places and Occupations =
The Religious Allegiances -~ Typical Government
Immigrants to New South Wales, 1837-1840.

III. THE BOUNTY IMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN NEW SOUTH
WALES, 1837-1850 . ¢ v v &« & & « & « o o « & » «» » 130

Introduction - The Bounty Immigrants - The
Sex, Marital Status and Ages of the Bounty Immi-
grants ~ The Number of Children - The Male
Occupations - The Female Occupations - The Native
Places - The Religious Allegiances - The Literacy -
The Native Places, Occupations, Religious Allegiances
and Literacy of the Bounty Immigrants - Typical Bounty
Immigrants to New South Wales, 1837-1850.

Iv. THE BOUNTY IMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN THE PORT PHILLIP

DISTRICT, 1839-1850 . . &« ¢ v v & & ¢ 4 o o & & & 159
Introduction ~ The Bounty Immigrants - The

Sex, Marital Status and Ages of the Bounty Immi-
grants - The Number of Children ~ The Male
Occupations -~ The Female Occupations - The Native
Places -~ The Religiocus Allegiances - The Literacy -
The Occupations, Native Places, Relgious Allegiances
and Literacy of the Bounty Immigrants - Typical Bounty
Immigrants to the Port Phillip District, 1839-1850.

V. THE GOVERNMENT IMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN THE PORT

PHILLIP DISTRICT, 1848-1850 . . . + . .+ . . 186

Introduction - The Sex, Marital Status and Ages
of the Government Immigrants - The Number of Children
- The Occupations - The Native Places ~ The Religious
Allegiances - The Literacy - Typical Government



Chapter Page

Immigrants Assisted to the Port Phillip
District, 1848-1850. '

CONCLUSION .

U £

APPENDICES . . . . e e e e e . .. 213

BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . .

vii

e e e e e e e . . 407




Figure

IT.

III.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

XI.
XII.
XIIT.
XIV.
XV.

XVI,

LIST OF FIGURES

Classification and Sex of Assisted Immigrants
Marital Status of Adult Immigrants

Ages of Assisted Immigrants . . , . . . ..

Ages of Assisted Immigrants (Males and Females)

Ages of Adult Assisted Immigrants ., ., . , .

Ages of Adult Assisted Immigrants (Males and
Females), .

. . . . . . . - . » . ~ & e .

Native Places of Adult Immigrants, , . .

Native Places of Adult Assisted Immigrants (Males

and Females). . . . .

Occupations of Adult Male .Immigrants .

Occupations of Assisted Immigrants (Males and
Females) . « o o o o o o « o o o 6 o o a s

Occupations of Adult Female Imﬁigrants o« o e
Native Places and Occupaﬁions . . .:; . .
Occupations and Native Places . . . . « . .
Literacy of Adult Bounty Immigrahts o o o
Religious Allegiancés of Aduit Immigrants .

Religious Allegiances  and Kinds of Immigrants

Page
26
26
29
34

34

37

42

44

50

51

. 55

63

66

70

70

74




" Figure Page

XVII. ' Literacy and Religious Allegiances . . ... . . 77
XVIII. Native Places and Literacy . . « v ¢ o « o + . 80
XIX. Literacy and Native Places . . v o « v o« o « W 82
XX. Occupations and Literacy et e e e e e e e 84
XXI. Literacy and Occupations e e e e e e e e e 85
XXII. Native Places and Religious Allegiances . . . 87
XXIII. Religious Allegiances and Native Places . . . 89
.XXIV. Occupations and Religious Allegiances . . . . 921

XXV. Religious Allegiances and Occupations . . . . 92



Table

II.

III.

Iv.

VI.

LIST OF TABLES

Immigration into New South Wales and the Port
Phillip District, 1837-1850 . . . . . . . . .

Classification and Sex of Assisted Immigrants .

Assisted Immigration into New South Wales and
the Port Phillip District, 1837-1850. . . . .

The Sex of the Assisted Immigrants . . . . . . .
Marital Status of the Adult Assisted Immigrants.

The Age of the Assisted Immigrants . . . . . . .

Page

18

19

22
27
30

41




LIST OF APPENDICES

Page .

Notes on Appendices and Methodology . . e e e e e e e 202

Appendix

A, List of Occupations and Classifications . . . . 213
B. Ships Carrying Government Immigrants to New South
' Wales, 1837-1840, with Dates of Arrival . . . 217

c. Tables Relating to Government Immigrants to New _
South Wales, 1837-1840 . . . . . . . . . . . 222

D. Ships Carrying Bounty Immigrants to New South
Wales, 1837-1850; and Agents Authorized to
Import Bounty Immigrants into New South Wales,
1838=1842 . v v v 4 4 4 4 e 4 e e e e e e e 250

E. Tables Relating to Bounty Immigrants to New South

Wales, 1837-1850 .+ v v v « & o ¢ « o o o «.& 263
F. Ships Carrying Bounty Immigrants to the Port

Phillip District, 1839-1850; and Agents

Authorized to Import Bounty Immigrants into

the Port Phillip District, 1839-1850 . . . . 1309

G. TablesRelating to Bounty Immigrants to the Port
Phillip District, 1839~1850 . . . . ¢ « o« « = 318

H. Tables Relating to Government Immigrants to the
Port Phillip District, 18%§-1850 . . . . . . 362

I. Tables Relating to Immigrants Assisted to New
South Wales and the Port Phillip District,
1837-1850 & ¢ &+ 4 ¢ s e s m s s e s s e e .0 s 372




INTRODUCTION

The Importance of Assisted Immigration

Immigration has been one of the most important themes of
Australian history. 1In recent years, immigrants have helped to change
Australian life and society. For example, immigrants have helped-to
construct the Snowy Mountains Scheme, the Ord River Scheme and provided
much of the labour that enabled the development of.vast mining projects.
In the cities and country towns of Australia, immigrants have opened
new séecialty cafes, restaurants and shops. They have contributed their
labour and money to help build and finance the unprecedented boom in
construction and housing. WNot all of their effects have been beneficial,
however, because they have strained the educational systems, hospital -
and medical facilities, social services and transport systems.

Moreover, the 'new Australians' have accentuated several of the other
major themes in Australian history = éhose of urbanizatioﬁ, conflict
over the educational system, allocation of state finances and the use
of land and natural resources.

The 'new Australians' who have arrived since 1949 were not the
first assisted immigrants to contributevggeatly to changing Australia -

the immigrants assisted to New South Wales and the Port Phillip District



betweén 1837 and 1850 helped to alter the social structure of those
colonies in drastic ways. For example, in New South Wales the
assisted immigrants accounted for approximately 31 per cent of the
population in 1850 while in the newly independent colony of Victoria
(the former Post Phillip District of New South Wales) the assisted
migrants comprised approximately 35 per cent of the population.l The
assisted migrants not only bulked larée statistically in £he two
colonies, but also they contributed positively to the society.‘ First,
in 1836, there were over two and one-half males to every‘female in New
South Wales. By 1851, the ratio had declined to one and three-tenths
males per female.2 Second, in 1841, the.year after transportation of
convicts to New South Wéles was stopped, approximately one~third of the
population were convicts, emancipists or expirees. By 1851, only one-
sixth of the population were convicts or former convicts.3 Both the
lowering of the ratio between males and females and the reduction of"
the convict-tainted proportion of the population resulted in large

measure from the arrival of more than 85,000 assisted immigrants, although

1 By 1851, the population of New South Wales was approximately 187,000

and between 1837 and 1850, approximately 58,000 assisted migrants
arrived; in Victoria the population was approximately 76,000 in 1850,
and between 1839 and 1850, approximately 27,000 assisted migrants
arrived.

R. B. Madgwick, Immigration into Eastern Australia, 1788-1851 (London,
1937; reprinted Sydney, 1969), p.230.

In 1841, 46,374 of a population of 128,726 were convicts, emancipists
or expirees. In 1851, 29,322 persons were convicts or former convicts
'in a population of 187,243. See Madgwick, Table VII, p.231 and Table X,
p.245. '



some éf the changeé occurred through natural increase in population in
the colony, as well as the death of thousands of convicts and convict-
related population. Other more general contributions the migrants

made to their new homeland included an increase in the proportion of
church members, as well as an increase in the numbers of religious sects.
Moreover, the migrants supplied much of the labour force that helped to
build the newly-founded city of Melboﬁrne and increased the labour force
available in Sydney. Many of the new arrivals formed the basis of much

of the labour needed to keep pace with the burgeoning growth of the

- grazing industry, while others contributed to one of the already-

pronounced features of eastern Australian.society - its extensive
urbanization. In addition, the assisted immigrants helped to build a
stable society capable of absorbing more than one-half million gold
diggers without experiencing the violent upheavals known in North America
and other 'rush' societies.

Not all of the éffects of the assisted immigrants were. as readily.
discernible as those mentioned.' For exaﬁple, according to Henry Parkes,
a bounty migrant who was téxbec§me P;emier of New South Wales, the
assisted migrants formed the basis of the anti-pastoralist and anti-
transportation movement in Sydney in the late 1840s. Parkes stated that

...the anti-transportation cause fell largely into the hands

of the new men supported by the free immigrant working

classes, and the movement was directed égainst the people
of the past, with Mr. [William Charles] Wentworth their head.

4 . : S _
Henry Parkes, Fifty Years in the Making of Australian History (London,
1892), p.10.




Beside those activities, the assisted migrants were involved in the
radical movementé in the 'forties' that resulted in evanescent news-
papers and organizations that opposed unrestricted immigration and
the importation of coolie labour but supported the extension of the
~ franchise and land reform, goals placed in opposition to the
pastoralists.5 Those radical movements crystallized in the late 1840s
and provided the experience in which the wits of the leaders of the
anti-pastoralists were trained and sharpened. Moreover, they helpea
to pave the way for the gaining of representative government in 1851
and finally colonial responsible government in 1856 and produced
leaders such as Henry Parkes and John Frazer, a bounty migrant who
became an important businessmén énd then a prominent mgmber of the
Legislative Council.

Parkes and Frazer were only‘two.of the assisted immigrants to
make valuable contributions and achieve prominence in their new home--
lands. At least a dozen others who arrived in Sydney between 1837 and

1850 found a place in Volume 3 of the Australian Dictionary of Biography.

They included James aﬁd.Alexander Brown, who became wealthy colliery
proprieters and merchants; Thomas Abbott whose son Robert became a
solicitor and politician; Alexander Béach whose son William achieved fame
as a world-champion scullef; and William Carron, explorer and botanist.

Admittedly, the proportion of notables was small and scarcely typical of

T. H. Irving, 'Some Aspects of the Study of Radical Politics in New

South Wales before 1856,' Labour History, No.5, November 1963, ‘
pp.18-25. See also, John M. Ward, Earl Grey and the Australian Colonies
1846-1857 A Study in Self-Government and Self-Interest (Melbourne, 1958).




the great mass who sank into cblivion after finding a place in the
shipping lists with which this study is mostly concexned.

R. B. Madgwick's study analyzed and described the administrative
machinery and some of‘the effects of the assistéd immigrants imported
into eastern Australia. However, it is not a detailed and thorbugh
study of the migrants‘or their characteristics and origins. Conseqguently,
this study attempts to answer the question 'Who were the assisted
immigrants?' In so doing, it will include detailed statistical
discussions of all of the assisted immigrants, as well as of the four

distinct and identifiable groups.

The Background of Assisted Immigration to New South Wales

Assisted immigration, as practised in the case of New South‘
Wales and the Port Phillip District between 1837 and 1850, was not
new. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,'indentured servants
and assisted migrants had been recruited for the British colonies in
North America. In the early nineteenth century, several attempts were
made at relatively large-scale assisted migration. The Fish River
Settlement of 1820 in South Africa was one of those early efforts.
Another attempt at planned settlement and assisted immigration was the
Red River Settlement in Upper Canada under the personal direction of
Lord Selkirk. The idea of pauper emigration from Britain.wag furthered
in the 1820s by Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, who kept the matter before
the House of Commons by appealing to a widespread anxiety about social

unrest and distress. Various pauper emigration schemes were tried in



the 1820s, including the practice of providing labourers with passages
to New South Wales, the cost of which the emigrants were to repay over
a period of years. In the early 1830s, in an attempt to rectify the
imbalance of males over females in the penal coionies of New South
Wales and Van Diémen's Land, the Colonial Office sanctioned the'sending
of single females from Irish‘orphanages to those colonies under the
A’direction of the London-based Commissioners for Emigration.6 This and
other voluntary schemes were directed by John Marshall and the London
Emigration Committee,7 but closed down at the end of 1836. In Apri;
1837, after the earlier schemes ﬁad met with varying degrees of failure
or success, the Government Scheme was instituted under Thomas Frederick
Elliott, Agent—Géneral for Emigration.8 The administrative machi§ery
created to operate the 'Government System' of immigration is described

in some detail in Madgwick's study, and needs only brief mention here.

The Mechanics of Assisted Immigration to New South Wales and the Colonial

Emigrétion Agent

Elliot and his officers became part of a system that spread.
throughout Britain. He had emigration officers in ten different ports,
including Lieutenant Low at Liverpool, Lieutenant Henry at Bristol,

Lieutenant Miller at Belfast, Lieutenant Simmens at Greenock,

® 1pid., pp.8s-100. . .

7 1pid., p.102.

8 Glenelg to Bourke, No.305, 29 April 1837, Historical Records of
Australia I, 18, pp.739-40. Hereafter cited as H.R.A. '



Lieutenant Friend at Cork, Lieutenant Lynch at Limerick, Lieutenant
Hodder at Dublin, Lieutenant Forest at Leith, Lieutenant Shuttleworth
at Sligo and James Denham Pinnock at London.9 Pinnock was the
Government agent in London but was employed and paid by the colonies

of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land. Lieutenant Lean replaced

Pinnock later in 1837 and Pinnock was appointed Colonial Agent for

Emigration in New South Wales.lo

The agents at the various p&rts performed the same duties as
Elliot on a smaller scale. They provided information in response to
enquiries about emigration and they supervised arrangements for emigrant
shiés, health on board, provisioﬁs of food and water, safety and
comfort. They could answer the questions of individuals and
organizations about conditions and laﬁour requirements in the several
colonies and the various assistance schemes. .Their most important
function was to prevent unscrupulous shipowners and agents from
exploiting those willing to emigrate.

The machinery for emigration was further refined in 1837 when
permanent naval surgeons were appointed for the selection of emigrants
applying for assisted passages. Dr. Inches was appointed for England,

Dr. Boyton for Scotland and Dr. Hall for Ireland.11 They came to

know their job well and in following years the quality of the assisted

2 Madgwick, p.l1l26.

10

Ibid., pp.l26-7.

L Glenélg to Bourke, No.276, 23 February 1837, H.R.A. I, 18, pp.705-8.



immigrants improved. The port agents had no power to select assisted
emigrants. That duty was left solely to the'three doctors.

The new arrangements were.not only more efficient than the old
but also less expensive. They allowed a more orderly and consistent
selection of emigrants than the former system of selection by individual
ship captains or surgeons. The New South Wales.Colonial Government
continued to hire or send their surgeons to accompany each ship, butb
their duties were now directed solely to the maintenance of discipline
among the emigran£s and the enforcement of health and safety regulations
on board. They had nothing to do wifh the selection of government
immigrants. |

Under the Government Scheme, Elliot's department chartered the
ships and paid the immigrants' passages at £21 a head for an adult,
charging the costs to the New South Wales Government. The administrative
machinery workedltolerably well, but the colonists objected to it on
‘several counts. First, they claimed that government immigrants were
accompanied by too many children and included paupers who were often
sickly on board ship and ill;fitted for working in the colony.

Second, they argued that many government immigrants were older thanv
.bounty immigrants. Third, they asserted that the system was moré
expensive than bounty immigration;l2 Althqﬁgh the complaints were
exaggerated, the 'Government System' was abused and the'quality of

migrants introduced into the colon& through it left much to be desired.

Report of the Immigration Committee, Votes and Proceedings of the
Legislative Council of New South Wales, 1839. Hereafter cited
V.&P.L.C.N.S.W. ’




However, the bounty system operated by the Colonial Government through
private shipowners‘produced only marginally better results over the
whole period, but between 1837-40, when both systems were operating,
the bounty immigrants seem to héve.been superior to the government
migrants in age, number of children and cost.

The bounty system was introduced in New South Wales by Governor
Darling in 1831. It enabled settlers who brought out migrants to claim
a bounty in redemption of their quit-rents. Revised regulations in
1835 required settlers to inform the Colonial Secretary in Sydney of
the number, condition and calling of the persons'they proposed to bring
out, and instituted new rates of bounty, ranging from £30 for a man and
wife if both were under thirty, to £5 for each of their children.13
The colonists preferred this system because it gave them more control
in selecting migrants and becauée costs were not only lower but also
not paid tolthe importing_agent until the migrants arrived and were
passed by the Colonial Immigration Bbara. The system was also preferred
because it allowed colonisfs some control over the spending of land
revenues used to finance assisted immigration and furthered their
demands for the control of all colonial revenues.

As Colonial Emigration Agent in Sydney, Pinnock was part of the
'Government Systém' as well as head of the Colonial Immigration Board

.that examined and ruled on the eligibiiity of bounty migrants. After

1840, his successor, Francis Merewether, was concerned almost

13
H.R.A. I, 18, p.828.



10

exclusively with bounty immigrants because the 'Government System'

was ended. In mid-1838, when Pinnock arrived in the colony to take

up his appointment, he received from Deas Thomson, the Colonial
Secretary of New South Wales, long instructions to work not only

with government immigrants and assist them to find employment but also
to assist bounty migrants.

Thomson informed Pinnock that several 'gentlemen' had been
appointed to go to England, Scotland and Ireland to select 'Mechanics
and Agriculturistssuitable for this colony and to bring them out with

. A . 14
their families on the part of the [Colonial] Government.' When
those bounty migrants arrived, Pinnock was to board each ship
immediately after enquiring of the Master and ascertaining that the
passengers were not diseased. He was to enquire into

... the State of the Emigrants -~ their number and

description, their general health, with the number

of deaths or births, during the voyage - the places

at which the Ship may have touched - the length of

the passage, and such other particularxs as it may

appear proper to you to require: and you will yourself,

remark the appearances of the Passengers and Ship with

respect to health and cleanliness. You will further

ascertain what fresh Provisions are necessary, and

direct the Surgeon Superintendent how to proceed to

obtain them, observing that any requisition on the
Storekeeper is to be countersigned by you.15

Letter from Deas Thomson to James Denham Pinnock, 21 August 1838.
Papers on Immigration. Original Instructions to Emmigration
Agent. 4/4705, p.10. State Archives of New South Wales. &All
archival material is from the State Archives of New South Wales
unless otherwise specified.

Ibid., pp.1l0-11.



If any of the immigrants, particularly children, needed fresh
vegetables, milk, wine or other necessities because of bad health
or being debilitated by the voyage, Pinnock was to ask the medical
officer to order the articles, have the Governor approve the order
and then supply the goods. He was also to afrange for a complete
muster of the immigrants, preferably 'the day next after that of
. . 16 . .

their arrival,' and then report to the Office of the Colonial
Secretary

The name, age, native places, Re;igion, Education and

trade of each Individual ... as well as

the appearance of the Emigrants as to bodily health’

and strength, cleanliness and deportment, and the

probability or otherwise of their becoming useful

colonists.l7
The migrants were to present their depositions and references from
their clergyman and other local notables who knew them. Those
documents were to be examined by the members of the Colonial

Immigration Board and retained by Pinnock. The Board was not to

question the immigrants about food, water and general conditions on

11

board, but was te¢ listen to any complaints offered and have the master

-or the ship's surgeon explain them. If no complaints were made, the

water, provisions and conditions (especially the cleanliness of the

ship) were to be inspected thoroughly, and notes were to be made of

the inspection. The surgeon was to be questioned about all conditions

16 Ibido 7 p.ll.

Y7 1pia., p.s
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on board and asked whether schools had been established for the
improvéﬁent of the immigrants. If so, Einnock was to determine how
many persons participated. Finally, he was to ask if they had
observed 'divine worship on Sundays.'18

Pinnock was to report to the Office of the Colonial Secretary
éfter he compleﬁed a thorough examination of the immigrants and
ship. Then, he was to arrange 'for the disembarkation and reception
of the Emigrants and their luggage at the Buildings [Immigration

Barracks] provided for them'19 and forward to the Colonial Secretary'

a preliminary notice of the various trades and classes of the

immigrants so that prospective employers could interview them.
Employers were to be assisted in every way to hire servants and the
immigrants were to be assisted and encouraged to find employment.
The government immigrants were entitled to receive board and lodging

- for one calender month after their arrival if they resided in the
Immigratién Barracks, but bounty immigrants were allowed free
accommodation for only twenty-four hours. Pinnock was told that, because
of the demand for labour within the colony, no immigrants should need to
be housed for the full month. Mechanics were guaranteed employment by
the Colonial Government for one year if no demaﬁd existea for their
labour. 1In such cases, Pinnock was to arrange for their employment
18 Ibid., p.1l2.

19 Ibid., p.15.
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with the Colonial Architect.20 That arrangement was soon modified
to allow the Government a choice in employing mechanics.

A full report of the occupations and wages of employment,
including the result of the exam%nations on board ship, was to be
sent to the Colonial Secretary as soon as possibie. Pinnock was also
to keep records of each immigrant and to prepare half-yearly and
yearly reports on government and bounty immigration. He was paid a
salary of £500 and his one clerk and one outdoor assistant each
received 5s. a day.21b With that staff, Pinnock waé to receive and
direct the flood of immigrants-wﬁich had started to arrive in the
colony as a trickle in 1837.

Throughout his period as Emigration Agent in Sydney, Pinnock
was critical of the 'Governmgnt'System' and of thé immigrants it
introduced into the colony. In contrast, he praised bounty immigrants,
particularly those migfaﬁts introduced by John Marshall, the pfincipal

. o 22
bounty agent and a former collaborator on the London Emigration Committee.

20 1pid., p.1s.

2L 1pi4., pp.30-1.

22 Madgwick, pp.160-3. Madgwick devoted three pages to discussing

Marshall's relationship with Pinnock and the charges laid against
him which led to his dismissal as Emigration Agent in 1841, and
established that collusion between them occurred. In addition,
he showed that James Stephen of the Colonial Office was aware of
the relationship between the two, although he quickly added that
Stephen did not impute any dishonesty to Pinnock.
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While in office, Pinnock asserted

In

23

24

25

With respect to the Comparative State of health which
has existed on Board the Government Ships and those
Sent out on the Bounty System, it undoubtedly appears
-much in favour of the latter; that Circumstance may
but in our opinion have arisen principally from the
excessive number of children embarked in the former.
In twenty-three Ships sent out by Government there
were on Board adults 3640. Children 3068. or nearly
equal, whereas in the Bounty Ships - in ten of
Mr. Marshall's there were adults 1644. Children 697.
London Emigration Committee adults 936. Children 368.
which in both instances will give about one child to
three adults.?23

earlier statements, Pinnock declared

The bounty ships are vastly improved in the accomodation
and in the arrangement generally, particularly as
regards the provisions, and the allowances for children.
In Mr. Marshall's ships, who is the principal person
engaged in bringing out Emigrants on the bounty system,
fresh meat is given to them twice a week, and the
children are provided with sago and arrowroot daily.

Mr. Gilchrist's [an important bounty agent] shigs are
also remarkably well found in the same respect. 4

I cannot, however, allow this opportunity to pass without
again referring to the subject, and expressing my opinion
(founded on the experiences I have acquired since my
arrival in the Colony) of the superiority of the system of
introducing Immigrants into the colony on Bounty, in
preference to bringing them out in ships chartered by
Government. 25

'Report from Immigration Board to His Excellency the Governor.'
15 January 1839. Report by Immigration Board on Complaints of
Immigrants about their passage 1838-87. 4/4699, p.25.

Ev. of J. D. Pinnock in 'Minutes of Evidence taken before the
Committee on Immigration, 1839,' p.2. Reports by various Select
Committees on Immigration policy, with original instructions to
Immigration Agent, 1838. 4/4705.

Report from J. D. Pinnock ... on the Progress: of Immigrétion

~generally, for the year 1838 ..., p.3. Annual Reports on immigration

in New South Wales 1838-81. 4/4708.



Pinnock also favoured bounty immigrants because of the shorter and
. . . . . 26
cheaper accommodation required upon their arrival in the colony.
In addition, Pinnock urged the introduction of more agricultural
27 N .
labourers, and declared that he favoured bounty immigration
because it gave:more control to the colonists. He stated
I am decidedly of [the] opinion -that the advantage is in
favour of the private agent, because the payment of
bounties is made dependent on his introducing Emigrants
of the prescribed class.?8

while government immigrants were selected from those who offered

themselves for emigration, often paupers.

15

Bounty agents such as John Marshall were at liberty to advertise .

widely to recruit emigrants. - For example, one of Marshall's broadsheet

advertisements in 1838 was captioned 'EMIGRATION TO NEW SOUTH WALES. -

CONDITIONAL FREE PASSAGES.' 1In this circular, Marshall stated his

ships were 'FIRST CLASS' with 'VERY SUPERIOR ARRANGEMENTS.' Moreover,

Marshall declared that

A very extensive and urgent demand exists in this colony
[New South Wales] for Married Mechanics - particularly
Carpenters, Joiners, Stonemasons, Stonecutters, Bricklayers,
Plasterers, Blacksmiths, Wheelwrights, Glaziers ... :
Agricultural Servants, Shepherds (especially persons well
‘acquainted with Stock), and Gardeners. A -LIMITED NUMBER

of such persons, provided they are of competent skill ...,
of industrious and moral habits, and not exceeding 30,

2 N , . '
6 Ibid., p.4. Bounty immigrants received only twenty-four hours

lodging at the Immigration Barracks but government migrants could.

reside there for a month, if necessary.
27

Committees on immigration policy, with original instructions to
Immigration Agent, 1838. 4/4705.

8 1pid., p.7l. .

Ev. of J. D. Pinnock in 'Minutes of Evidence to the Report to the
Committee on Immigration, 1838,' p.70. Reports by various Select
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or at the utmost 35 years of age, may, when approved,
obtain A FREE PASSAGE ..., if they are accompanied by
their wives, and are without children, or have not more
than one or two AT THE MOST, under 5 years 01d.29

The government agents, however,- had to select their migrants from
those who offered themselvgs, without the benefit of recruiting.ihe
best potential emigrants in the community.

Although no evidence indicates that Pinnock profited from the
preference he showed to bounty immigrants and from his collaboration
with Marshall, enough is known to discredit his most severe allegations
against the 'Government System.; Nevertheless, many of his criticisms
are valid. The government migrants were more expensive and, as
demonstrated later in this study, they were older and brought more
children with them than their counterparts who arrived under the
bouhty system. Although a disadvantage in the immediate sense, the
large proportion of children was a long term advantage for the
colony because the children travelled at half or no fare and when
immigration was suspended in the 1840s they became a valuable and
cheap source of labour as they reached their teens and tpok their
places in the labouring force. Second, the shipboard mortality rate

was higher among the government immigrants than among the bounty

- 29 . : .
'Gloucestershire County, England, Photoprint of documents in the

Gloucestershire County Record Office concerning emigration to
Australia from the parish of Bisley in 1837,' p.13. MLA 3871.
Mitchell Library. Public Library of New South Wales. Although

the library entry is dated 1837, the broadsheet must have been
published in 1838 because it advertised that the Orient , the Susan
and the Argyle were to sail on 5 November, 3 December and .

10 December, respectively. The Susan arrived at Port Jackson on

10 March 1839, the Argyle on 1 April 1839 and the Orient on 4 April
1839. (Appendix D, Table II).
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immigranfs. On the other hand, the charges Pinnock made about the
quality of the government.imﬁigrants compared to that of the bounty
immigrants seems baseless, as far as it can be testea. The government
immigrants were more skilled than the bounty immigranfs and were a-
more diversified group. Moreover, there were proportionately fewer
than
_ Irish and Roman Catholics among the government migrantsAfound
among the’bounty immigrants, a fact that some colonists would find
agreeable. However, Pinnock's criticisms reflected a widely-held
belief in the colony that the government immigrants were not only
more expensive than the bounty migraﬁts, but also that they were
inferior in quality. That belief was so strong and so often voiced
in the colony that the 'Government System' was ended in 1840. Withinl

a year Pinnock was replaced by Francis Merewether as Emigration

Agent and then transferred to the Port Phillip District as Deputy

Registrar.30

The Number of Assisted Immigrants

As shown in Table I, according to the official statistical
returns, 86,106 migrants (more than eighty per cent) who arrived in New
Soutthales and the Port Phillip District between 1837 and 1850 received
assisted passages either through the government or bounty systems. The
migrants included in this study are taken from fhe shipping lists and

number 84, 506 (Table II), a figure that is approximately one per cent

0 Gipps-to Russell, No. 163, 24 August 1841. H.R.A. I, 21, pp.513-4.
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TABLE IX

CLASSIFICATION AND SEX OF ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS

Classification : No. %
Adult Males ' 29,530 35
Adult Females : . 32,633 39
Children: ' /
Male 11,671y . : 13.8 :
' ~} 22,343 ~ } 26
Female 10,672 ' 12.6
TOTALS 84,506 100%

Compiled from Appendices C, E, G and H.
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smallexr than that derived from the officialyreturns. The difference
between the two figures, although statistically insignificant, is
difficult to explain, but probably arose from the manner in which
the data concerning the migrants was processed, as well as slightly
different methods in counting infants and migrants for whom bounty
was disallowed.3l The largest discrepancy between the official
returns and the figures used in-tHis study occurred in recording the
number of children who arrived: - the official returns show that‘
23,679 children arrived, while the calculations on which this study is
based show that 22,343 (a difference of 1,336 children) arrived. 1In
addition, data for 58 fewer adult males and 206 fewer adult females

were recorded for this study.

The Kinds of Assisted Immigrants

The assisted immigrants introduced into New South Walés and the
Port Phillip District between 1837 and 1850 were divided into four
distinct groups for whom separate records were kept: »(l)'government'
assisted immigrants who arrived in New South Wales through the office
of the.Agent—Genefal for Emigration, which functioned between 1837-40;
(2) bounty immigrants who arrived‘in;New South Wales between 1837-50
and who were imported by individuals resident in the colony or by
persons, usually shipping agents, authorized by the Colonial Government

to introduce a certain number of immigrants with specified occupétions

31 . . . . :
. For a full discussion of this point, see 'Notes on Appendices and
Methodology' at the beginning of Volume II.
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and within specified ages; (3) bounty immigrants who were imported
into the Po;t Phillip District between 1839-50 by private residents
in the colony or gy agents authorized by the colonial Government;
and (4) government assisted immigraﬁts who were introduced into the
Port Phillip District bétween 1848-50.

The bounty migrants introduced into New South Wales accounted
for more than half of the total number of assisted immigrants -
(Table III) whi%e their counterparts imported into the Port Phillip
) District accognted for another 50 per cent of the total number
of migrants. The government assisted immigrants accounted for
little more than 15 per cent of the total. Those introduced into New
South Wales comprised only 14 per cent of the total but they
were a significant proportion of the migrants introduced into the
colony. Those imported into the Port Phillip District were insignificant

statistically but remain a distinct and identifiable group.
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TABLE III

ASSISTED IMMIGRATION INTO NEW SOUTH WALES

AND THE PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT, 1837-1850

Immigration Group: No. %
Government Assisted - N.S.W. 11,973 14
Bounty - N.S.W. 46,064 54
Bounty - P.P.D. 25,193 30
Government Assisted - P.P.D. 1,276 2
TOTALS 84,506 100%

Compiled fxom Appendices C, E,G and H.



PART I

'WHO WERE THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS?'



CHAPTER I
THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS

Introduction

Four kinds of assisted immigrants have been identified and
described briefly in the 'Introduction' to this study. Nevertheless;
the migrants assisted to New South Wales and the Port Phillip District
between 1837 and 1850 will be considered as one group in this chapter.
Several reasons exist for examining all of the assisted migrants as
one group. In thé first place, there was a distinct homogeneity about
the assisted immigrants: ;lmost alljof them were from the British
Isles; approximately thrée—fourths of them were from the labouring
classes; more than eight—-tenths of the adults were between 14 and 30
years of age; approximately equal divisions existed between the sexes;
approximately eanl proportions of the adult males and females were
~married or single; and approximately tbe same average number of children
accompanied family units recruited through the different schemes.
Second, by examining the assisted migrants as one group, it is possible
to determine more clearly the most distinct characteristics of the im-
migrants. Third, the differences in characteristics between the separate
- groups of immigrants assisted through the several schemes are more

readily identifiable when they are compared with_éll of the migrants.
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The fourth and most important reason for examining the assisted
immigrants as one group is because their contemporaries, such as

J. D. Pinnock and their leaders, such as Henry Parkes, as well as
histofians such as R. B. Madgwick, John Barrett and Michael Roe
considered them to be one group. Indeed, as indicated in a previous
quotation, Parkes did not draw distinctions between the assisted and
unassisted immigrants; he simply‘called them 'the free immigrant

working classes.'

The Sex, Marital Status, Ages and the Number of Children of the

Assisted Immigrants

The Sex of the Assisted Immigrants

The assisted immigrants were divided approximately equally between
the sexes (Figure I).l That was not the.case, however, for the adult
immigrants, of whom over five per cent more were female than male,
while the opposite was true for the children: there were four per cent
more boys than girls (Table IV).

The government immigrants intrdduced into New South Wales were
divided approximately equally between the sexes, with a small advantégé
to the males. The bounty'immigrants brqught to both New South Wales
and the Port Phillip District, however,rhad almost the same proportions

between the sexes as the total number of assisted immigrants.2 The

-

1 It should be noted that the diagrams and graphs included in this
chapter are based on the data presented in tabular form in Appendix I.

2 Appendix C, Table I, Appendix E, Table I and Appendix G, Table I.



FIGURE I

CLASSIFICATION AND SEX OF ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS
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FIGURE II
MARITAL STATUS OF ADULT IMMIGRANTS
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TABLE iv

THE SEX OF THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS

Adults Children Totals
Sex: : No. % No. % No. £
Male:
Adult 29,530 47 _ ]
. : 41,201 49
Children 11,671 52 } !
Female:
A t 32,63 2 ’
dul ‘ 1633 > | : } 43,305 51
Children © 10,672 48
TOTALS 66,163 99% 22,343 100% 84,506 100%

Compiled from Appendices C, E, G and H.



government assisted immigrants iméorted into the Port Phillip District}
although insignificant statistically, were markedly different in ratio
between males and females: 55 per cent were males and 45 per cent
were females.3

The division between the sexes was influenced by the fact that
approximately 85 éer qent of the assisted immigrants were introduced
through the bounty system. Both.groups of bounty immigrants not only
had more females than males, but also contained large numbers of orphan
girls recruited from Ireland. A total of 2,281 orphan girls were
imported into New South Wales, while an additional l,30?‘were introduced
into the Port Phillip District.4 The total number of orphan girls
(3,588) moré thaﬁ accounted for the excess of females over males (2,305)

among the assisted immigrants.

The Marital Status of the Adult Immigrants

More than half of the adult migrants were single, while only 46
per cent were married and one per cent were widowed (Figure II). Among
the males, twé per cent more were married and two per cent less were
single than found for the total number of édult immigrants (Table V).
The marital étatus of the females was strikingly‘different from the
males. Fifty-five per cent of the females were single while only 44

per cent were married, a situation that arose primarily from the

3 Appendix H, Table I.

4 Appendix E, Table V, b and Appendix G, Table iV, b.



FIGURE III

AGES OF ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS
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TABLE \

MARITAL STATUS OF THE ADULT ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS

Males Females © Totals

Marital Status No. N ' No. % | Yo. %
Married 14,179 48 . 14,243 44 28,422 46
Widowed 328 1 337 1 665 1
+Single 14,823 51 18,053 55 32,876 53
TOTALS ) 29,330 100% '32,633 100% 61,963 100%

Compiled from Appendices C, E, G and H.
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introduction of the 3,588 orphan girls who were also single. When the
orphan girls are excluded from the single females and the total numbexr
of adult females, approximately 50 per cent of the females were single
and 48 per cent were married. |

The marital status of the government immigrants intgoduced into
New South Wales was.quite different from the proportions found for all
of the assisted immigrants. Fifty-five per cent of the adult males
were married while 43 per cent were singie and two per cent were
widowed.5 The marital status of the adult females was even more markédly
different from the proportions found among the adult assisted immigrants.
Almost 60 per cent of the adult females introduced through the
'Government System' were married, while less than 40 per cent were single.6
The adult males introduced inte New South Wales through the bounty
system were divided in the same proportions as found for the total
number of adult males; just over half were single and just under half
were married.7 The females, however, showed the influence of the orphan
girls on the proportion who were single. Fifty-seven per cent of the
adult female bounty immigrants were single while only 43 per cent were

married.8 The female bounty immigrants introduced into the Port Phillip

> Appendix C, Table III.
6 __ .

Ibid., Table V.
7 .

Appendix E, Table II, a.

8 Ibid., Table II, b.
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District further accentuated the proportion of single over married
females because almost 66 per cent were sinéle while only

40 per cent were married.9 Although the male bounty immigrants
impor;ed into the Port Phillip‘District contained nine per cent more
single thaﬂ_married persons, the proportion of single males was five
per cent lowér than that of the single females.lo Thé marital status
of the ﬁale government migrants introduced into the Port Phillip
District was approximately the same as found for the other groups of
migrants; more than half were single.ll The divisién of the females,
however, approximated to the government rather than to the bounty
migrants introduced into New South Wales. Fifty-six per cent of the
female government migrants imported into the Port Phillip District
‘were married while only 41 per cent were single (two per cent were
widows).12 The widows and widowers were relatively insignificant.
They did not account for more than one per cent of the migrants in any
group except the government immigraﬁts'introduced into the Port Phillip
District, in which case they constituted three per cent of tbe adult

males and two per cent of the adult females. -

° Appendix G, Table II, b.

10 Ibid., Table II, a.

1 Appendix H, Table II, a.

12 Ibid., Table II, b.
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The migrants introduced into New South Wales and the Port Phillip
District through the bounty system contained a greater proportién of
unmarried women than those immigrants imported through the 'Government
System.' The 3,588 orphan girls brought to the colonies as bounty
migrants more than accounted for £he inflated proportions of single over
mafried women. Even without the orphan girls, a larger proportion. of

unmarried women was found among the bounty immigrants than the government

migrants.

The Ages of the Assisted Immigrants

Approximately 60 per cent of the assisted immigrants were between

fourteen and thirty years of age (Figure III), another 14 per cent

were over thirty-one, while more than a quarter were children below
fourteen. The male immigrants contained slightly larger proportions of
children under fourteen and adults over thirty, and a smaller proportion
of adults between fourteen and thirty (Figure IV). The females,
 howeVer, contained a larger proportion between fourteen and thirty and
smaller proportions of children, and adults over thirty, again, primarily
because of the orphaﬁ girls, most of whom were between fogrteen and |
seventeen and all of whom were less than twenty-four years of age.13

The government immigrants introduced into New South Wales did not

conform to the general age‘diétribution. More than 40 per cent were

3 Appendix E, Table IV, b and Appendix G, Table IV, b.



34

0T

(0)7 0¢ 0¢ 0T 0] ov o€

oc 0T

LT-9T

vC-8T

0€-9¢

soTewsd #!

oy-T¢

EEYRI

SINYIDIWWI QELSISSY I1INaY¥ 40 SHOV

A ENOTL

h1 mo1eg

0E-%T

1€ @A0qY

STe104

0P 24a0QqY
saby

-+O

4T moTed

0g-vT

- | 1g¢ enoqy

soTewad

SINVYDIWWI JHLSISSY J0 SIDY

AT TINDTA

SsoTen



35

above thirty and less than 40 per cent were between fourteen and thirty.
The male governmenﬁ immigrants diverged most sharply from the general
distribution of ages, as only 36 per cent were between fourteen and
thirty, while 21 per cent - -were 5vef thirty.14 The agé distribution of
the maleé among the bounty immigrants imported into New South Wales
corresponded exactly with the figures for all of the assisted imm;grants.
The females, on the other hand, contained a larger proportion between
the ages of fourteen and thirty and smaller proportionsof adults over
thirty and children under fourteen.15 The age distribution of the
male bounty immigrants brought to the Port Phillip District corresponded
closely with that of all the ass;sted migrants but the females contained
almost 10 per cent more between fourteen and thirty than found in the
geheral distribution.16 The government immigrants imported into the:
Port Phillip District contéinedvmore children below fourteen and adults
above thirty.than'either group of bounty migrants but their proportion
of children was not as great as that'foﬁnd among the government migrants
introduced into New South Wéles.17

The age group distribution of the adult'immigrants (Figure V),

indicates that 55 per cent were between fourteen and twenty-four and

4 Appendix C, Table VII.
5 .

Appendix E, Table III.
6 .

Appendix G, Table III.

7 Appendix H, Table III.
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only three per cent were more than forty-one. The influence of the
3,588 orphan girls was again readily apparent in the proportion of aduit
females between fourteen and seventeen. It was also present, but to a
lesser extent, among those females between eighteen and twenty-four. It
was apparent that the females were significantly younger than the

males: 84 per cent of the females were between fourteen and thifty
while only 78 per cent of the males were between those ages.

The government immigrants were significantly older than the bounty
migrants (Figure VI, a); 35 per cent of the male government migrants
were over thirty but not mofe than 20 per cent of the bounty immigrants-
were above that age. Among the female government immigrants, 29 per
cent of those who went to New South Wales and 40 per cent of those who
went to the Port Phillip District were more than thirty but less than
15 per cent of the females introduéed by the bounty scheme were of that
age (Figure VI, b).

The fact that the government immigrants were significéntly older
than the bounty migrants becomes ﬁore apparent when the male migrants
are examined by marital status. More than half of the married male.
~ government immigrants brqﬁght to New Séuth Wales were above‘thirty18
but less than 40 per cent of the male bounty migrants who were also

. : 1 - c s s
married were over that age. o Although statistically insignificant, the

8 Appendix C, Table VIII, a.

9 Appendix E, Table IV, a and Appendix G, Table IV, a.



FIGURE VI ‘
AGES OF ADULT ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS
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Lot Phillip Pistriet
'oldness' of thglgovernment migrants is emphasized by examining the

widowers. More than 70 per cent of the widowers who arrived in New
South Wales and more than 80 per cent.of their counterparts who arrived
in the Port Phillip District as government migrants were over thirty.zo
In contrast, the proportion of widowers above thirty did not exceed
56 per centAin eifher group of bounty immigrants.21 The single males
in all groups were comparable in ages; approximately a quarter of the
single males in each grdup.was older than twenty—four.22

The established pattern that the government migrants were older
than the bounty immigrants was repeated among the married females.
More than 40 per cent of the married females who arrived in New South
Wales and more ghan 60 per cent of their sisters who went to the Port
Phillip District as government migrantg were above thirty. The
proportion of female bounty immigrants above thirty was found to be
29 and 32 per cent for the migrants introduced into New South Wales and -
the Port Phillip District, respectively. Approximately 70 per cent of
the widows who arrived as bounty immigrants were over thirty, but only
64 per cent of the widows brought to New South Wales as goverﬁment
migrants were over that_age. All of the widows introdﬁced into the Port

Phillip District as government immigrants were over thirty. Less than

0 Appendix C, Table VIII, a and Appendix H, Table IV, a.
L Appendix E, Table IV, a and Appendix G, Table IV, a.

2 Appendix C, Table VIII, a; Appendix E, Table IV{ a; Appendix G,
Table IV, a; and Appendix H, Table IV, a.
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five per cent of the single females introduced into thé colony were
over thirty, so it is difficult to make any comparisons concerning
their ages.23

The government immigrants were older than the bounty migrants
and the males were older than the females, especially so between the
married males and females. Although the orphan giris contributed to
the comparative 'youthfulness' of the female migrants, they were by
no means the sole cause of it because the females were younger than
the males in all groups except the widows and widowets who were
numerically so few that they were insignificanﬁ; The orphan girls,
however, by helping to lower the average age of the bounty immigrants
gave the latter a decided advantage over the government migrants.
Nevertheless, the fact remains that in almost all divisions, the
migrants‘introduced through the bounty system were younger than those‘
whq arrived under the 'Government System,' a fact which justifies

one of the criticisms made of the government immigrants.

The Children of the Assisted Immigrants

A total of 22,343, or more than a quarter of the assisfed migrants
were children (Figure I, Table II and Table IV). Although the préportions
'of boys and girls were approximately equal, in actual numbers there were
999 more boys than girls. More than three-quartersof the children

accompanied bounty immigrants and less than one-quarter arrived with the

; 23 Appendix C, Table VIII, b; Appendix E, Table IV, b; Appendix G,
- Table IV, b; and Appendix H, Table IV, b.
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‘government migrants (Table VI). Moreover, it is apparent that there
-were more boys than girls in every group of migrants. It is
significant that 21 per cent of the children were government migrants

to New South Wales, but those same migrants accounted for only 14 per

cent of total number of assisted immigrants. Clearly, the government
migrants brought a larger proportion of children than the bounty
“immigrants, justifying another criticism made of the government
immigrants by the colonists. In fact, the family units of the government
migrants averaged 2.2 children but the bounty immigfants imported into

that colony averaged only 1.4 children per family unit.

The Native Places and Occupations of the Assisted Immigrants

The Native Places of the Assisted Immigrants

The assisted immigrants came from all parté of the British Isles.
They came from John O'Groats to Lands End, from Londonderry and Belfast
to Dursey Isle. All English counties and most Irish, Scottish and
Welsh localities were represented. In addition, a few immigrants came
from Canada and the United States and several hundred were recruited
from Germany. More than half of the migrants were from Ireland (Figure VII),
but more than é third were of English origins. Only 12 per cent wére
Scots. .Although the divisions in native places represent the totalr
number of asgisted nmigrants, they do not indicate the marked differences
in origins between the males and females (Figure VII). A larger pfoportion
'of males than females were recruited in England and Scotland.‘ Coﬁversely,
a greater proportion of females than males were of Irish origins,

although that proportion was exaggerated by the 3,588 Irish orxphan girls
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TABLE VI

THE AGES OF THE ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS

Males ' Females Totals
Age Group .

_No. % _ No. % No. %

Children .
(below 14) ’ 11,671 29 ' 10,672 25 22,343 27
14-30 ' 22,605 56. 26,782 63 49,387 59
Over 30 - 6,344 16 4,958 12 11,302 14
TOTALS 40,620 .101% 42,412 100% . 83,032 . 100%

Ages were not recorded for 581 adult males and

893 adult females. Compiled from Appendices C,
E, G gnd H.



FIGURE VII

NATIVE PLACES OF ADULT IMMIGRANTS
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introduced into the colony as bounty immigrants. Even if the orphan
girls were not included with the other females, it is clear that

the 'Irishness' of the females was more pronounced than that of the
males.

Among all bounty migrants, more were Irish than among all government
migrants (Figure VIII); further, among the bounty migrants introduced
into New South Wales there was a higher proportion of Irish than of
any other single group. This was most noticeable among the females
whose Irish character was accentuated by the 2,280 orphan giris introduced
into that colony. It was also apparent that the government migrants had
larger proportions of people of English and Scottish origins than the
bounty immigrants. Many of the Scottish migrants were recruited from
the Highlands following the savage 'clearances' in the thirties. The
larger proportion’of English migrants among the government immigrants
is more difficult to éxplain but it was obvious thét almost all of them
came from the South of England ana that few from the Midlands and the
North of England offéred themselves for migration.

The distribution of nati?e places among the male. and female
government immigrants introdqced'into New South Wales was similar,
although a slightly higher proportion of the males Were from the South
of England and Scotland, thle larger proportions of. the femalés were
from the provinces of Ireland. Among the bounty immigrants im?orted
into New South Wales, exactly 50 per cent of the males were Irish but
64 per cent of the females were from Ireland. Although the bounty

‘migrants who landed in the Port Phillip District were not as 'Irish' as



FIGURE VIII

NATIVE PLACES OF ADULT ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS
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their counterparts carried to New South Wales, 56 per cent of the
females and 43 per cent of the males were from Ireland. The native
places of the government immigrants introduced into the Port Pﬁillip
District were atypical of the other groups of migrants: énly 11 per
cent were Irish while 58 per cent of the males and 59 per cent of the
females were from England, the majority being from the-South of
England'(Figure VIII). Although less than one per cent of the
government migrants landed in New South Wales wefe from the Midlands
and the North of England, migrants in the other groups averaged betweén'
seven and twelve per cent from those areas, a fact that probably
resulted from the fregdom'of bounty agents to recruit migrénts from
all areas of the British Isles while the government agents were
generally restricted to the ports to which they were assigned and then
could 6nly accept or reject thgse who offered themselves for emigration,
rather than'éngaging in active recruitment of migrants. Moreover,
approximately 90 per cent of,thé bounty migrants from the Midlands and
the North of England were introduced into New South Wales and the Port
Phillip District in the 1840s after the 'Government System' ceased
operations.24

The native places of the married and single males among the

government migrants were distributed in approximately the same

24 . . . .
Compiled from 'Persons on bounty ships (Agents' Immigrant Lists),

1838-1896,' 4/4782-8 and 4/4790; 'Persons on bounty ships (Board
Lists), 1848-1850,' 4/4904-4/4919; 'Wives and families of convicts
on bounty ships, 1849-1855,' 4/4819; 'Persons on bounty ships
arriving at Port Phillip, 1839-51,' 4/4813-8. State Archives of
New South Wales.
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proportions indicated préviously‘for all of the adult governmeht
migrants introduced into New South Wales. The widoWers, howevér,

had a smaller proportion of Irishmen but more Englishmen and Scotsmen
among them.25 A larger proportiop of Englishmen, but fewer Irishmen
were also found among the married and widowed male bounty immigrants
imported into New South Wales, while there was a marked increase-

in the percentage of Irish migrgnts among the single bounty males.26
That pattern was also found for the male bounty immigrants introduced
into the Port Phillip District.27 The male government migrants
imported into the Port Phillip District were not only atypical of the
adult male migrants, but also varied considerably in native placés
between married,~widowed and single males. For examplé, 68 per cent
of the married males were of English origin but only half of the
single males were English; In addition, less than 10 per cent of the
married males were Irish while 15 per cent of the single males came
from Leinster, Munster and Connacht and one per cent were from Ulster.28
Overall, larger proportions of Irish migrants were included among

those who migrated through the bounty system than through the 'Government

System.’

> Appendix C, Table XIII, a.
6 .

Appendix E, Table VI, a.
7 .

Appendix G, Table VI, a.

28 Appendix H, Table VI, a.



The distribution of native places of the adult female migrants
not only varied considerably between the groups of migrants, but
also between the married, widowed, single and orphan females within
each group. For example, less than‘35 per cent of the female
government migrants arriving in New South Wales were from England
but approximately 40 per cent of the married females in that group
were English.29 There were also ¢orresponding decreases in the
proportion of married females from Scotland and Ireland30 compared
to the figures indicated for all of the female government migrants.
Among the female bounty immigrants arriving in New South Wales, fhe
proportion of women of English origin was greater among the married
and widowed females than shown for the total number of female bounty
immigrants introduced into thaﬁ colony. Conversely, the single
females had a smaller proportioﬁ of migrants from England, Scotland
and Wales, but showed larger proportions of emigrants from Leinster,

Munster and Connacht, as well as Ulster. Approximately only one per

were

47

cent of the orphan girlsAerm England, Scotland and Wales; 92 per. cent

were from Leinster, Munster and Connacht and seven per cent were from

31
Ulster. The same general pattern was found among the female bounty

migrants imported into the Port Phillip District; the distribution

9
Appendix C, Table XIII, b.

30 Ibid. -

1 Appendix E, Table VI, b.
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of native places of the married females showed that a larger proportion
of them had English origins than found for the total number of female
bounty immigrants introduced into that colony. Although there were
more Scots among the widows than either the married, single or

orphan females, there was a smaller proportion of Irish-born migrants.
Sixty-one per cent of the single females and 98 per cent of the orphan
girls were Irish compared to 56 per cent of all the. female bounty
migrants introduced into. the Port Phillip Distridt.32 As with the

male government migrants impd}ted into the Port Phillip District,

their female counterparts were atypical. They were more English and
Scottish and less Irish than the other groups of migrants.33 Moreover,
the single females were as English and Scottish as the married females,34
which was a sharp contrast to unmarrigd female migrants in the other
groups.

The bounty immigrants coﬁtained a larger proportion of Irish-born
migrants. than the government'immigrants and that 'Irishness' of the
bounty migrants was carried over into the‘married, widowed, single and
orphan divisions within éach group. Moreover, the bounty.immigrants
introduced into New South Wales were more Irish than any otheﬁ group of
migrants, including their counterparts who arrived in the Port Phillip

District. 1In addition, it has been shown that the female migrants were

2 Appendix G, Table VI, b.

& Appendix H, Table VI, b.

34 Ibid.
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more Irish than the males - almost 60 per cent of the adult females wefe
Irish but only 46 per cent of the males came from Irelana. As mentioned
previously - but it is worth repeating - the 3,588 orxphan girls
introduced into New South Wales and Port Phillip District did much to
swell the proportion of Irish among the females.- Nevertheless, even

if the orphan girls were not considered, a larger proportion of femaie

than male migrants was Irish.

The Occupations of the Assisted Immigrants

Males

More ﬁhan 130 occupationsAwere found among the adult male immigrants,
including é 'birdstuffer,' several basketmakers, blacksmiths, comb and
stay makers,.lime burners, wiremakers, bookkeepers, sﬁrgeons,‘teachers,
porters; butlers, ¢ooks, gardeners, grooms and ostlers.35 Apéroximately
70 per cent were recorded as agricultural labourers of some kind or
unskilled workers (FigureiX). Another 23 per cent were either building
workers or skilled, handicraft and factory workers. The remaining
nine per cent were recorded as shopkeepers and tradesmen, professionals,
domestic servants‘or vine-dressers. ' Occupations were not recorded
;for less fhan four per cent of the adult male immigrants.

The distribution of occupations varied between the different
groups of migrants (Figure X, a). For example, 56 éer cent of the male
bounty immigrants introduced into New South Wales were agricultural

labourers but only 33 per cent of their counterparts imported into the

> Appendix A, Part a..



FIGURE IX

OCCUPATIONS OF ADULT MALE IMMIGRANTS
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Port Phillip District were of that occupation. The most marked
difference in oécupationé occurred among those recorded as‘unskilled
workers; 42 per cent of the male bounty immigrants landed in the Port
Phillip District were noted as unskilled workers but only 11 per cent
of the‘bouhty migrants introduced into New South Wales were found to
be unskilledt That difference may be partially explained by the
difference in the origins of.the migrants and the fact that a larger
proportion of bounty mig;ants were reéruited in Irelahd than in England
or Scotland. It is more likely that many of those recorded as
unskilled upon arrival in the Port Phillip District would have been
noted as agricultural labourers in New South Wales. That assertidn
is supported by an exaﬁinatién of the total number of agricultural
labourers and unskilled workers among the three largest groups of
migrénts.36 Sixty-two per cent of the government migrants, 67 per cent
of the bounty (New South Wales) migrants and 75 per cent of bounty
(the Port Phillip District) migrants were either agricultural labourers
or unskilled workers. It seems likely, then, that many agricultural
labourers introduced into the Port Phillip District through the bounty
system were recorded as unskilled workers.

Except for the differences in the proportion of agricultural
labourers and unskilled workers there is a similarity in the

N

36 Almost every known facet of the government immigrants introduced

into the Port Phillip District is atypical of the other groups of
migrants. However, since they accounted for only two per cent of
the total number of assisted immigrants, they will not be examined
in any depth except where they seem most relevant. '
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occupation distributions recorded for the male immigrants. However,
the government immigrants were more skilled than the bounty migfants;
almost 40 per cent of the male government immigrants (New South Wales)
were recorded as other tﬁan agricultural labourers or unskilled
workers but only one-third of the male bounty migrants imported

into New South Wales and only one-quarter of their counterparts
introduced into the Port Phillié District were noted as having other
occupations.

The differences in occupations between the three largest groups
of migrants is more apparant when the marital status and the
occupations are considered. For example, approximately half of the
married males among the government and bounty migrénts introduced
into New South Wéles were agricultural labourers but only 30 per cent
of the married males imported into the Port Phillip District were
recorded in that occupation. The other occupations of the married
males in each group were similar in proportion but there was a
general tendency for the married'government migrants to be more skilled
than the bounty immigrants. A similar tendency was found among the
widowers; the government migrants tended to be more skilled than their
bounty migrant counterparts. That tendency was even more prohounced
among the single males: 34 per cent of the singlevgovernmént'migrants
‘were building workers; shopkeepers and tradesmen; skilled, handicraft
and factory workers; professional workers; domeétic servants or vine-
dressers but only 26 per cent of the bounty migrants to New South Wales

and only 20 per cent of the bounty immigrants to the Port Phillip



. . . 7
District were of those occupatlons.3

Females

More than thirty different occupations were recorded for the
assisted female migrants, including agricultural workers, dairy
servants, agsorted kinds of maids, go&ernesses, washexrwomen,
bonnetmakers,. needleworkers, nurses and midwives.38 Occupations
were not-recorded for approximately one-quarter of the adult females.
Among those for whom occupatibns are known, more than 70 per cent
were domestic and general servants, while approximatély 20 per cent
were agricultural workers and servants and less than 10 per cent were
- skilled servants.and shopkeepers (Figure XI). »Noticeable differences
~existed in the distribution of occupations between the three largest
groups of migrants. The government migrants contained larger
proportions of agricultural workers and servants and skilled servgnts
and shopkeepers than the two groups' of bounty immigraﬁts. Approximately
85 per cent of the bounty immigrants imported into the Port Phillip
District were domestic and general servants, a much greater proportion
than found among the other groups (Figure X, b). .Although marked
differences existed in the occupation distribution between the married
females and widows of several groups of migrants those differences need

not be discussed because occupations were not recorded for approximately

7 Appendix C, Table IX, a; Appendix E, Table V, a; Appendix G, Table V, a.

8 Appendix A, Part b.
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49 per cent (6,858) married females and the widows accounted for so
few of the females that they are statistically insignificant.
Occupations were recorded for all but apprbximately five per cent
of the single females,39 however, and significant differences
existed in the occupation distributions between the several groups
of migrants. For example, more than 85 per cent of the single
female bounty migrants introduced into the Port Phillip District were
agricultural workers and servants but only 61 per cent ofltheir
counterparts imported into New South Wales as government migrants
professed that occupation. Secondly, only éix per cent of the single
female bounty migrants who arrived in the Port Phillip District were
skilled servants and shopkeepers, while 17 per cent of the single
females imported into New South Wales as government migrants were
recorded in thoseoccupations.40 As with the male immigrants,; the
single females among the government migrants introduced into New South’
Wales seemed to have been more-skilled than their counterparts brought
to that colony and to the_Port‘Phillip'District as bounty immigrants.
The orphan girls emphasized the oécupation distribution . found
among the single females: 87 per cent of thevorphans introducedvinto'

New South Wales and 95 per cent of the orphans imported into the

Occupations were recorded for 13,840 single females, excluding
orphans.

0 . . .
Appendix C, Table IX, b; Appendix E, Table V, b; Appendix G,
Table V, b. ‘ 0 '



Port Phillip District were domestic and general servants.' The

occupations of the orphan females not only influenced the general

occupation distribution for the adult females: in the cases of the

female bounty immigrants introduced into New South Wales and the

Port Phillip District, the orpﬁans exaggerated a distribution already

weighted toward the domestic and general servants by the single females.

However, if the occupations of approximately one-half of the m;rried

females were known, the occupation distribution for the total number

of adult females might be altered singificantly. Nevertheless, the'

domestic and general servants would still have been in the majority.
Several bounty agents.attempted to defraud the Colonial Government

by introducing female migrants under false pretences. In those

cases where the Immigration Board discovered the falsehoods, bounty

was denied. For example, it was denied to Maria Hincksman, a twenty-

eight-year-old general servant, because the Immigration Board ruled she

was 'a Pianist & music mistress - therefore ineligible.'41 Many others

were refused because they were not under 'proper protection' aboard

ship en route to the colony. Samples were Sarah Gallagher, a twenty-

one~year-old house servant, and Margaret Hunt, a twenty-year—old‘

. . . . 42
dairymaid, both of whom arrived aboard the China on 7 September 1841;

'Persons on bounty ships (Agents' Immigrant Lists), 1838-96.' January-
August 1842. 4/4783, p.37. Maria Hincksman arrived in New South
Wales on 11 July 1842, aboard the Earl Durham. She was recorded as
a Protestant from London who knew how to read and write.
42 Ibid., 1841. 4/4788, p.196. Sarah Gallagher was recorded as an
illiterate Roman Catholic from Leitrim and Margaret Hunt was indicated
as a Protestant from Fermanagh who knew how to read. They arrived on
the China on 7 September 1841, a bounty ship carrying immigrants for
Nicholas James and Company. h R
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. . . . 43 .
thirteen other single women on the China were denied bounty, in
addition to twenty on the Canton because they were 'Not under

. 44 45
protection, nineteen on the Eleanor, and several more on the

. . 46
Queen Victorila.

Lack of protection'was not the only reason bounty was denied
for single females. J. F. Beattie waé denied bounty for Anne Browne,
a twegty—yéar—old farm servant;47 and Alexander Campbell was unable
to collect‘pounty on Caroline Whittle, a twenty-eight-year-old cook,48
both women éor immoral conduct on board ship. Thomas Gore and Company
were deﬁied bounty for Catherine Burke, a twenty-three-year-old
nursery governess,49 and‘Catherine‘White, a twenty-seven-year-old

) 50
dairy woman, because both were 'Delivered of child on the passage.'

43 1pid., pp.189-98.

44 Ibid., p.233. The Canton arrived on 18 September 1841.

Ibid., pp.241-2. The Eleanor arrived on 22 August 1841.

46 Ibid., pp.88~97. The Queen Victoria arrived on 26 July 1841l.

4
7 Ibid., Januvary - August 1842. 4/4783, p.3. Anne Browne was recorded

as a Presbyterian from Aberdeenshire who could read and write. She

arrived in New South Wales on 30 January 1842, aboard the Mathesis.
48 . A . . ' .
Ibid., 1841. 4/4788, p.96. Caroline Whittle was a Roman Catholic
from London and was recorded as being able to read. She arrived in
the colony on 26 July 1841, on board the Queen Victoria.

49 Ibid., November 1841 - February 1842. 4/4782, p.ll. Catherine Burke

was recorded as a Roman Catholic from County Clare who could read and
write. She arrived on the Lascar on 11 November 1841.

>0 Ibid., p.l2. Catherine White was recorded as an illiterate Roman
Catholic from Armagh. She also arrived aboard the Lascar on
11 November 1841.
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Bounty was also denied by the Immigratiop Board to Carter and Bonus
for Jane Moore, a twenty-four-year old farm servant because she was
'pregnant'Sl and to W. Smith and Sons for Sarah Bigley, an eighteen-
year-old nursemaid, because she had 'Gone to the Benevolent Asylum in
the family way.'s2 Bounty was also denied for a girl called Margaret

Reid because

This girl is not Margaret Reid - Margaret Reid was unable
to join her parents sufficiently early to emigrate with
them, and this girl, whose name is Jane Robinson was
passed in her stead.>3

Although these are only a few of the recorded examples of fraud, it is
probable that other bounty agents.secured approval of immigrants who
travelled under false names or claimed incorrect occupations or ages.
Because so many of the girls reported as pregnant were in ﬁhat

condition before embarkation, it may have been the cause of their

emigration.

L Ibid., 1844-5. 4/4785, pp.l177-8. Jane Moore was recorded as an

illiterate Protestant from County Cavan. She arrived in the colony
on 26 June 1844, aboard the Royal Saxon.

2 . . ; .

> Ibid., pp.39-40. Sarah Bigley was recorded as an illiterate Roman
Catholic from County Tyrone. She arrived in the colony on 20 January
1844, aboard the Elizabeth.

53

Ibid., February 1848 - January 1850. 4/4786, pp.129-30. The
quotation is found on page 130. Jane Robinson accompanied Arxchibald
Reid, a forty-five-year-old lace maker, and his wife Margaret, aged
forty-four, in place of their daughter, Margaret. Also accompanying
them were their six other children: Mary, aged twenty-two; Matilda,
eighteen; Martha, sixteen; Samuel, twelve; Archibald, five; and
Robert, two. The Reid family were Presbyterians from Glasgow.
Archibald and Margaret Reid were recorded as knowing how to read and
write, and their children were recorded as knowing how to read,
except for Mary, Archibald and Robert, who were noted as illiterate.
The Reid family and Jane Robinson arrived in New South Wales on

7 August 1848, aboard the Fairlie.
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Bounty was denied to Robert Hearn and Company for Jane Hayden,
described as a single twenty-six-year-old house servant, and Ellen
Maher, described as a single twenty-six-year-old farm servant because

. . ,54
each was found to be 'A married woman. Thomas Gore and Company

were refused bounty for Mary Glaster, a twenty-five-year-old laundress,

. . . 55
because she was 'Discovered to be the wife of a Prisoner.' One

single female, Rose Flynn, an eighteen-year-old house servant, was

found to be insane and bounty was denied to A. B. Smith for bringing

her to the colony.56

In addition to the above cases, bounty was denied for immigrants
other than unmarried females. ﬁobert Worrell, described as a thirty-
five-year-old farm labourer by the bounty agents, Gilchrist and
Aiexander, was declared ineligible because he was not a 'bona fide'

farm labourer.s7 John Shortland, a thirty-six-year-old farm servant

>4 Ibid., 1841 4/4788, p.28l. Jane Hayden was recorded as a Roman

Catholic from Dublin who knew how to read and Ellen Maher was
described as a Roman Catholic from Tipperary who also knew how to
read. They arrived in the colony on 20 October 1841, aboard the
Livingstone.

35 Ibid., p.294. Mary Glaster was described as an illiterate Roman
Catholic from Limerick. She arrived in New South Wales aboard the
Fairlee on 20 October 1841.

>6 Ibid., p.138. Rose Flynn was recorded as a Roman Catholic from
County Cavan who knew how to read. She arrived in the colony on
23 August 1841, aboard the Elizabeth.

7 Ibid., p.175. Robert Worrell and his wife, Sarah, a thirty-one-year-

old farm servant, were -accompanied by their four children, Thomas,

aged seven; Robert, one month; Sarah, four; and Mary, two. They were

Presbyterians from Donegal. Robert and Sarah Worrell were described

as being able to read and write. They arrived in the colony aboard

the Adam Lodge on 30 August 1841. )
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was denied bounty because he left  his wife in England,58 Patrick

: : ' . .59
Plunkett, a thirty-nine-year-old carpenter because he was 'Decrepit,’

and John and Catherine Egan and Patrick and Margaret Fleming because
they could not produce their marriage certificates.6o Slightly
different were George and Kate Dawson, for whom bounty was withheld
because 'Their Certificates state them to be single. Bounty retained

. . . e 61 . . :
till production of Certificate.' The Immigration Board refused bounty

8 1pid., April 1840 - April 1841. 4/4787, p.160. Shortland was

recorded as being a Protestant from Somerset who could read and write.
He arrived in New South.Wales on 4 February 1841, aboard the Marquis

of Hastings.

32 Ibid., 1841, 4/4788, p.104. Bounty was granted for Plunkett's wife,

Anne, aged thirty-six, and his son, James, aged sixteen. The

Plunketts were Roman Catholics from Roscommon. The bounty agent,
Nicholas James and Company collected £19 for Anne Plunkett and £15

for James. The Plunketts arrived in the colony aboard the Burhampootes

on 7 August 1841.

60 Ibid., November 1841 - February 1842. 4/4782, p.48. John Egan, aged

twenty-nine and his wife, Catherine, also aged twenty-nine, were
described as illiterate Roman Catholics from County Cork. Egan was

a farm labourer and his wife was a farm servant. The Flemings, aged
twenty-nine and twenty-eight, respectively, were described as Roman
Catholic farm servants from Limerick. They were accompanied by
Michael, their eight-year-old son. Fleming was recorded as being able
to read and write but his wife was noted as an illiterate. The Egané
and the Flemings arrived in the colony on 3 December 1841, aboard the
Comet.

6 . .
1 Ibid., p.107. George Dawson was a twenty-six-year-old smith and

his wife, Kate, was a farm servant aged twenty-six. - George was’
described as knowing how to read and write but his wife was
illiterate. Both were from Westmorland. They arrived in New South
Wales aboard the Marchioness of Bute on 7 January 1842.
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for William Morgan, a nineteén—year-old farm labourer, because his
occupation was 'A Painter and Glazier' and for William Costello, a
. . . . 62
twenty-eight~year-old cooper because his occupation was 'Inelegible.'
Bounty was also forfeited for such married couples as William and
. . ... 6
Elizabeth Healy, both 53 and well over the prescribed age limit. 3
However, the Immigration Board usually approved the payment of bounty

to the agents and refused it for only l.or 2 per cent of the immigrants

brought to New South Wales and the Port Phillip District.

Cross—-Tabulations of the Native Places and Occupations of the

Assisted Immigrants

Males
The fact that the bounty immigrants were more Irish and less

skilled than the government migrants is underscofed when the migrants'
native places and occupations are cross—-tabulated. Exactly half of the
male immigrants who were agricultural labourers and 54 per cent who
were unskilled workers were from Ireland (Figure XII, a). Conversely,
approximately half of the building workers; shopkeepers and tradesmen;
skilled, handicraft and factory workers; and domestié’servants were

English. The Scots éccounted fof between 12 and 17 per cent of all

2 Ibid., January - August 1842. 4/4783, p.1l. William Morgan was

recorxrded as being a Roman Catholic from Wiltshire who could read
and write. William Costello was described as a Roman Catholic .
from Kildare who knew how to read and write. They arrived in New
South Wales on 6 March 1842, aboard the Palestine.

3 1pia., 1844-5. 474785, pp.241-2. wWilliam and Elizabeth Healy
were described as Protestants from Oxfordshire, both of whom knew
how to read and write. They arrived in New South Wales on 31 March
1845, aboard the Elizabeth. ; :
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FIGURE XII

NATIVE PLACES AND OCCUPATIONS
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the occupations except unskilled workers, in which they accounted for
only eight per cent. |

The different groups of migrants varied considerably from the
resultg sho@n in the cross—tabﬁlation'of native places and occupations
of all the immigrants. For example, among government migrants
introduced igto New South Wales( Englishmen accounted for 32 per cent
of the aéricultural labourers, Scots for 37 per cent and Irishmen
for 31 per cent. Among the bounty immigrants imported into the colony,
Englishmen accounted for 31 per cent of the agricultural laboure?s,
Irishmen for 57 per cent and Scots for nine per cent. Forty pe?
cent of the agricultural labourers imported into the Port Phillip
District as bounty migrants were English while 21 per cent were Scots
and 38 per cent were Irish. The same was true in the other occupations;
the Irish tended to be concentrated in less skilled occupations such
as agricultural labourers and unskilled workers, whiie the English
and Scots tended to account for the larger proportions among the
skilled and semi-skilled occupations.64 The two occupations that
differed from the general statement were the professional workers and
the vine~dressers. Nearly all of the vine-dressers were Germans
introduced into New South Wales as bounty immigrants to encourége the
development of the embryo colonial wine industry. Among the prgfessional

workers, the Irish accounted for 48 per cent (Figure XII, a). 1In the

4 . . .
6 Appendix C, Table XV; Appendix E, Table X, a; Appendix G, Table X.



individual groups of migrants, Irishmen accounted for 60 per cent of
the professionals found among the government.(New South Wales) immigrants,
4§ per cent among the bounty (New South Wales) and 33 per.cent among the
bounty migrants introduced into the Port Phillip District.65

The alternate arrangement of occupations and native places
(Figure XIII) depicts the occupation distribution and native places
of the assisted migrants. With the exception of London and Germany,
at least half of the emigrants from all other areas were either
agricultural labéurers or unskilled workers. Emigrants from Ulster
were the least skilled; 79 per cent;were either agricultural labourers
or unskilled workers, wﬁile 77 per cent of the emigrants from Leinster,
Munster and Connacht professed one of those occupations. Below is a
ranking of the emigrants from the several places according to the
proportion of agricultural labourers and unskilled workers included
among them: |

Native Places % of agricultural labourers
and unskilled workers

Ulster - 79
Leinster, Munster and Connacht 77
South England 67
Scotland 66
Midlands _ 56
Wales | ‘ 55
North England 52

The Irish emigrants were the least skilled and those from England

and Scotland the most skilled.

6> Ibid.
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Differences between the cross-tabulations of occupations and
native places exist among'the individual groups of migranté. For
example, 56 per cent of the government migrants from Leinster, Munster
and Connach£ assisted to New South Wales were either agricultural
labourérs or unskilled workers but 78 per cent of the bounty immigrants
introduced ihto that colony from Ireland professed one of those
occupations while 85 per cent of their counterparts imported into the
Port Phillip District were recorded in those occupations.66 Secondly,
although 48 per cent of the professional workers were Iriéh (Figure XII,a),
only four per cent of the Irish migrants assisted to New South Wales |
through governmgﬁt immigration were recorded as professionals. Among
the Irish bounty immigrants assisted to New South Wales and the Port
Phillip District, less than one per cent were recorded as professionals.67
The Irish migrants were less skilled than those from England and
Scotland. Moreover, the migrants assisted to New South Wales thrqugh.
the Government System' were more skilled than those who arrived in either
New South Wales or the Port Phillip District as bounty immigrants. In
fact, it may be argued that because the bounty iﬁmigrants were
predominately agricultural labourers or unskilled workers, they were
more suitable as migrants for an agriculturally bésed colony. In

the short term, that argument would seem to be correct. In the

long term, however, because the government migrants were more

6 Appendix C, Table XIV; Appendix E, Table IX, a; Appendix G, Table IX, a.

67-Ibid.



68,

diversified, they may have been a greater asset to the colony as it
continued to grow and diversify.
Females

Although 58 per cent of the adult females were Irish, 68 per cent
of the domestic and general servants and 78 per cent of the agricultufal
workers and servants were Irish (Figure XII, b). Only 48 per cent of
the skilled servants and shopkeepers were of Irish origin;. Conversely,
only 31 per cent of the females were English but more than 40 per cent
of the skilled servants and shopkeepers were English while only 23 per cent
of the domestic and general servants and 13 per cent of the agricultural
workers and servants were English (Figure.XII, b). The female migrants
from England were over-represented among the skilled servants and
shopkeepers and under—regresenéed'among;the agricultural workers and
servants as well as the domestic and general servants. The Irish
migrants, however, were over-represented in the less skilled occupations.
Clearly, then, the females from England were more skilled than théir
Irish counterparts. .

The alternate arrangement of occupations and native places
(Figure x1I1I) 1indicates thatbwith the exception of those from the
Midlands and Germany, at least 76 per.cent of emigranfs from all areas
were domestic and general servants. Emigrants from Ireland were the
least skilled and those from Germany,.the Midlands and the North of
England were the most skilled. The fact that approximately 90>per
cent of the orphan girls were domestic and general servants, as well

as Irish, would have increased the proportion of females who claimed
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.that occupation. At the same time, the proportion of females who were
recorded as agricultural workers and servants or skilled servants

and shopkeepers would have been reduced, especially among those
introduced into New South Wales and the Port Phillip District as
bounty immigrants. The females who emigrated from Ireland were less
skilled than those from England and Scotland. Furthermore, the femaie
bounﬁy immigrantsbwere less skilled than those introduced into New

South Wales on government assistance.

The Literaéy and Religious Allegiances of the Assisted Immigrants

The Literacy of the Assisted Immigrants

The adult bounty immigrants assisted to New South Wales and the
Port Phillip District were a comparatively literate group, especially
for the mid-nineteenth century when literacy among the British
labouring classes was estimated to be between 50 and 75 per cent.68
Approximately 65 per cent of the bounty immigrants were recoxrded
as being able to read and write while another 21 per cent were:
said to be able to read. Only 16 per cent were illiterate
(Figure XIV). The high rate of literacy, or the low rate of
illiteracy, may be partially explained through the existence of
schools on board most of the immigrant ships. Since the voyage to

Australia required about three months, it is quite possible that many

68

R. K. Webb, The British Working Class Reader 1790-1848 Literacy and
Social Tension (London, 1955), p.29. :
" Literacy was not recorded for the government immigrants 1ntroduced
into New South Wales. For a discussion of this point and other
matters concerning literacy, see 'Notes on Appendicies and
Methodology,*' Vol.II.
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‘migrants acquired at least a rudimentafy knowledge of reading and
writing en route to the colony. On one of the many ships on which a
school existed, the Susan, the following description was recorded
by Charles Kennedy, the Surgeon-Superintendent,

Opened school under superintendence of Mr. Watson

Passenger. Teachers - John Conner Wm. Hart Geo.

Watson Jane Watson, school hours from 10 to 11 A.M.

and from 3 to 4 P.M.69

More than three—éuarten;of the males but little more than half of
the females were able to read and write (Figure XIV). That wéénalso
true of both groups of bounty migrants. For example, among the
bounty immigrants assisted to New South Wales, 77 per cent of the
males but only 50 per cent of the females could read and write. Of
théir counterparts introduced into the Port Phillip District, 76 per
cent of the males and 54 per cent of the females could read and write.70
Conversely, a larger proportion of females than males were recorded as
able to at least read. Among the male bounty immigrants assisted to
New South Wales, only 11 per cent were recorded as able to read while
29 per cent of the females were so recorded. Of those introduced into
the Port Phillip District, 12 per cent of the males and 28 per cent éf

the females were noted as able to read.7l

69 [Charles Kennedy], 'A Journal of the proceedings of the Susan

Emigration Ship from Londonderry to Sydney New South Wales -

Between the 10th day of October [1838] and the [2nd] day of [February
1839]. [Kept by Charles Kennedy, Surgeon-Superintendent],' in
'Reports by surgeons on health of immigrants during their passage
1838-83,"' 4/4698, 14 November 1838. '

7 . .
0 Appendix E, Table VIII; Appendix G, Table VIII.

1 Ibid.



Only 11 per cent of the males and 20 per cent of the females
could be classified as illiterates (Figure XIV). Those proportions
were similar for both groups of bounty immigrants, although less
pronounced among the migrants introduceq into the éort Phillip
District. The proportion of illiterates found among the government
migrants assisted to the Port Phillip District was only 5 per cent
but that group of migrants was so small in nﬁmben;they are insignificant
statistically.

The male bounty immigranté were more literate than the females.
Unfortunately it is not possible to compare the literacy of the bounty
migrants with that of the government immigrants introduced into‘New
South Wales. It would seem likely, however, that little difference
would be found if such a comparison could be made. Although the
government migrants were older than the bounty, they were more skilled.
Consequently, the tendency of the older migrants to be less literate
would be off-set by the likelihood that skilled migrants would be more
literate. . That, however, is guesswork and no definite conclusions
regarding a comparison of the iiteracy of the government and bounty
migrants is possible. It does seem likely, however, that the assisted
immigrants introduced into Ngw South Wales and the Port Phillip District
helped to raise the standard of literacy in those colonies. After all,

approximately 85 per cent of them could read and write or at least read.
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The Religious Allegiances of the Assisted Immigrants

More than twenty different labels were used by the immigration
officers to record the religious allegiances of the assisted
immigrants, including Roman Catholic, Church of Rome, Jew, Jewish,A
free-thinkers, nothing, none, Brethren, Plymouth Brethxen, Lutheran,
Moravian, Quakers, Anabaptists, Baptists, Anglican, Church of Engiand,
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Chufch of Scotland, Free Kirk and |
Wesleyan.72 More than 60 per cent of the migrants were of Protestant
persuasions whiie fewer than 40 per cent were Roman Catholic. . Less
than one per cent were Jewish or"other,‘ including several atheiéts
(Figure XV). A larger proportion of males than females were Protestant.
Conversely, a larger proportion of the females thén males were Roman
Catholic. That was true of all groups of immigrants except the
government migrants assisted to the Port Phillip District. In that
group, 85 per cent of the males and 87 per cent of the females were
Protestant while only 15 per cent and 13 per cent, réspectively, were
Roman Catholics (Figure XVI). Among the three largest groups of adult
males, the government immigrants assisted to New South Wales were the

most Protestant while the bounty migrants introduced intc that colony

were the most Roman Catholic. That was also true of the adult.female

migrants. Not only were the females more Roman Catholic than the

males, the females introduced into New South Wales as bounty immigrants

72 For further discussion of this topic, see 'Notes on Appendices and

Methodology,' Vol.II.
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were more Roman Catholic -than ény‘other,group of migfants (Figure XVI).
Aﬁong the government migrants assisted to New South Wales, the
religious éllegiances of the married and the single males were divided
in approximately the same proportions. The widowers, however,
contained a larger proportion who were Protestant. That general
distribution was also true of the male bounty immigrants introduced
into that colony, except that the widowers contained a larger proportion
of Roman Catholics and the 31 oréhan males were 65 per cent Roman
Catho;ic. Among the male bounty immigrants assisted to the Port Phillip
District, the married males conformed to the general pattern but the
proportion of Roman Catholics Qas larger among the widowers; thé single
males and the 28'orphans.73
The diétribution of religious‘allégiances varied greatly between
the married and single feméles and orphan girls in the three most
important groups of migrants. For example, 74 per cent of the married
females among the government migrants assisted to New South Wales
were Protestant but only 67 per cent of the single females were of
Protestant perséasions, the remainder being Roman Catholic. Among the
female bounty immigrants to that coloﬁy, 67 per éent of the married
women and 74 per cent of the widows were Protestant but only 51 per cent
of the single girls and 11 per cent of the orphans were of Protestant

persuasions. The same pattern was found among the female bounty

migrants assisted to the Port Phillip District: 74 per cent of

3 Appendix C, Table XVI, a; Appendix E, Table VII, a; APpendix G,
Table VII, a. '
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the ﬁarried women and 70 per cent of the widows were Protestant but
only 57 per cent of the single girls and 19 per cent of the orphans
professed Protestant persuasions.74

The bounty immigrants were more Roman Catholic than the
government assisted migrants. Moreover, the female bounty immigrants,
and especially the single females and orphan girls were more Roman
Catholic than the males. The large éroportion of Roman Catholics
found among the single females and orphan girls was a direct result
of their recruitment. Approximately 98 per cent of the ofphanAgirls
were Irish while among the single girls introduced into New South
Wales and the Port Phillip District, appfoximately 70 per cent and

. . 7
60 per cent, respectively, were Irish. >

The Cross~-Tabulations of the Literacy and Religious Allegiances

of the Assisted Immigrants

Marked differences in the degree of literacy existed between the
Protestant and Roman Catholic bounty migrants; three-quarters of the
Protestants were able to read and write but less than half of the
Roman Catholics possessed that knowledge (Figure XVII). Mo;eover, only
six per éent of the Protéstanfs were illiterate while approximatély one-
third of the Roman Catholics were recorded in that category. Jewish
and migrants with 'other' religious preferences were numerically so few

that the literacy distribution is unreliable. Nevertheless, it should

4 Appendix C, Table XVI, b; Appendix E, Table VII, b; Appendix G,
Table VII, b. :

5 Appendix E, Table VI, b; Appendix G, Table VI, b.
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be noted that the level of literacy of ﬁigrants with Jewish or 'other'
religious preferences was recorded and that the Jews were less
literate than the Protestants but more literate than the Roman
Catholics, while migrants with ‘'other' religious preferences were
recorded as the most literate.

More than 90 per cent of the male migrants with Jewish or 'other'
» religious preferences were literate (Figure Xvii). Between the two
largest religious preferences (the Protestants and the Roman Catholics)
the Protestant males were not only the most literate; they were more
literate by 15 per cent. Moreover, 15 per cent fewer Protestants than
Roman Catholics were illiterate.

Among the female migrants, the Jews were far less literate than
their male counterparts, while the women with 'other' religious
persuasions were the most literate of the female immigrants. As in the
case of the males, those femaleé with Prqtestant beliefs were markedly
more literate than their Roman Catholic counterparts, with 34 per“cent
more of the Protestant women able to read and write and 30 per cent
more of the Roman Catholic women illiterate.

‘Not only were the males of Protestant persuasions more literate
than those with Roman Catholic allegiances, but they were also more
literate in every marital classification. For example, of the male
bounty immigrants imported into New South Wales, those of Protestant
beliefs were more literate than those who professed Roman Catholicism

. . L 7
among the men who were married, widowed, single or orphaned. 6

6 Appendix E, Table XX.
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The same was true among the bounty migrants introduced into the Port
s . . 77
Phillip District.

As in the case of the males, the female bounty immigrants of
Protestant beliefs were more literate than their Roman Catholic
colleagues. Among the female bounty migrants brought to New South
Wales, that was true of the married, widowed, single and orphaned

78 . . ) .
women, while among the female bounty migrants landed in the Port
Phillip District, the women of Protestant persuasions were more literate
than their Roman Catholic sisters in all groups except the widows, in
which case the women who professed Roman Catholicism were more literate

by seven per cent.79

The Cross-Tabulations of the Assisted Immigrants' Native Places,

Occupations, Literacy and Religious Allegiances

The Nafive Places and Literacy of the Adult Bounty Immigrants

A closéirelationship existed between the assisted migrants'
}iteracy‘and their native placeé (Figure XVIII). For example, Irish
migrants numbered more than 40 per cent of the total adult bounty
migrants for whom literacy and native places were recorded, and yet
more than 70 per cent of illiterate immigrants were from Ireland.

Conversely, migrants from Scotland numbered only 10 per cent of the

7 .
Appendix G, Table XX.
8 .
Appendix E, Table XXII.

° Appendix G, Table XXII.
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total, but more than 14 per cent of the assisted immigrants who knew
how to read and yrite were Scots. Immigrants arriving from the South
of England comprised approximately one-quarter of the total number of
migrants but were under—represented:among the illiterate immigrants,
while migrants from Ulster accounted for 11 per cent of the total
and achieved approximately that level among those who could read and
write, read only and those who were illiterate;

Among the males, the Irish immigrants also accounted for the
. largest proportion of illiterate persons but not to the same degree
as found among the females (Figure XVIII). Irish woﬁen accounted for
approximately half of the female migrants but claimed almost 80 per cent
of the illiterate female immigrants. On the other hand, Scottish
immigrants accounted for nine per cent of the females but éontributed
only two per cent to the group of illiterate women. That was also true
of the female migrants from tﬁe South of England; they_comprised 20 per
cent of the total number of women but accounted for only six per cent
of the females recorded as unable.to read and write.

From the alﬁernate arrangement of the data on literécy and native
places (Figure XIX), it can be seen that immigrants arriving from
Gérmany_and other countries had the highest proportion of those able to
read and write,,while‘Scottish migrants had the lowest rate of
illiteracy, .only three per cent, being unable to read or write.
Migrants from the Irish provinces of ieinster, Munster and Connacht
not only had-the lowest proportion of people able to read and write

(5/per cent), but they also had the highest proportion of illiterate
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FIGURE XIX

LITERACY AND NATIVE PLACES
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persons (26 per cent). Immigrants from all areas except Ireland and
Ulster exceeded the average proportion (63 per cent) able to read and
write while only migrants from Leinster, Munster and Connacht exceeded

the average rate of illiteracy.

The Occupations and Literacy of the Bounty Immigrants

Two-thirds of the adult male bounty migrants recorded as able to
read were agricultural laboureré or unskilled workeré (Figure XX, a)l,
a close épproximation of their proportion in the distribution of
occupations. Conversely, those occupations were over—represented»by
between 20 and 25 per cent among the migrants who cbuld read only or

whb were illiterate.

Among the female bounty immigrants, approximately three—quarters
of thése who knew how to read and_write, read oniy or who were
illiterate were domestic and genéral servants (Figure XX, b), a proportion
that was in keeping with the figure they accounted for in the gerieral
distribution of occupations. The skilled servants and shopkeepers,
however, were over-represented among the illiterates, while the
agriculturai workers and servants were under-represented among the
females who knew how to read and wriﬁe and over-represented among the
illiterate women.

It can be seen from the alternate arrangement of occupations and
literacy (Figure XXI), that the vine-dressers (mainly Germans) were the
most literate, while the professiongl workers, the building workers and
the shopkeepers énd tradesmen also hgd high proportions who knew how to

to read and write. The agricultural labourers and unskilled workers not
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FIGURE XXI

LITERACY AND OCCUPATIONS
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only had the smallest proportion;who could read and write, but also
they had the largest proportions of those who were illiterate.
Moreover, they accounted for 2,389 of the 2,656 illiterate maleé for
whom literacy and occupations were reéorded.

Although more than 75 per cent of the males in all occupation
groups were recorded as knowing how to read and write, onl& the skilled
servants and shopkeepers approximated that figure among the females.
The skilled servants and shopkeepers not’only accounted for the highest
proportion of females who could read and write, but also for the
smallest proportion who were illiterate. On the other hand, the
agriciltural workers and servants were divided almost equally betwéen
those who knew how to read and write, those who knew how to read and.
those who were illiterate, while half of the domestic and general
servants. could read and Qrite, approximétely 30 per cent could ;ead and

21 per cent were illiterate.

Religious Allegiances and Native Places of the Assisted Immigrants

The origins of nearly all of the Roman Catholics who migrated to
New South Wales and the Port Phillip District between 1837 and 1850
were in Ireland: 87 per cent of them came from the provinces of Leinster,
Munster and Connacht wﬁile eight. per cent came from Ulster. An additional
two per cent came from each of Scotland (most of whom were Highlanders)
and England (Figure XXII).

The origins of the Protestants were more diverse. ‘Although more
than half came f;om England (mostly from the South of England), néarly
201per cent were from Scotland, while Ireland and Ulster contributed

15 and 12 per cent) repsectively. Some came from Wales and Germany and
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other places, but the largest proportion of the Protestants (39 per
cent) claimed to have been born in the South of England (Figure XXIT).
Well over half of the Jews came from London but more than a
quarter claimed to be from Ireland, mostly from Dublin. Other Jews
were recorded as being from the South of England, the Midlands and
the province of Ulster. Those immigrgnts who claimed religious
ailegiances other than to the Protestant, Roman Catholic or Jewiéh
faiths were mostly English (70 per cent), although 20 per cent claimed
to be Irishvwhilé nine per cent were recorded as Scots (Figure XXII).
When the data on native placesfandrreligious allegiances is
placed in the alternate'arfangementA(Figure XXIII), it can be seen
that at least 90 per cent of the immigrants from the South of England,
the Midlands, the North of England, Scotland and Wales were of Protestant
persuasions while 88 per cent of those from London and 8% per cent of
those from othe; countries subscribed to that faith. On the other
hand, approximately 80 per cent of_thé migrants who came from Leinster,
Munster and Connacht professed to be Roman Catholic. The only other
area from which a large proportion of the migrants claimed to bé
Roman Catholics was the province of Ulster, of wﬁom 30 per cent were
Roman Catholic.

The Occupations and Religious Allegiances of Assisted Immigrants

Males

The Protestants were more skilled than the Romén Catholics.
For example, 67 per cent of the males who were Protestants weré'
agricultural labourers or unskilled workers while 79 per cent of the

males who were Roman Catholics claimed those occupations. To put it
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in another ménner, 35 per cent of the Protestants but only 21 per cent
of the Roman Catholics were recorded in semi—skiiled, skilled,
professional or clerical occupations (Figure XXIV, a). Although the
Jews and those with other religious allegiances wexe more skilled

than either the Protestant or Roman Catholic males, neither were
significant statistically. Moreover, the number of Jews and those
professing other religious allegiances were so few numerically that
their 6ccupation distribution may be suspect.

The alternate arrangement of the data concerning the male.
occupations and religious allegiances indicates that the Protestants
were over-represented in all.of the skilled occupations except that of
vine-dressers (who were ﬁostly German Roman Catholics) and under-
represénted among the agricultural labourers and unskilled wofkers
(Figure XXV, a). The Roman Catholics, on the other hand, were
under—representéd in the occupations requiring skills and training
and over-represented in unskilled occupations such as agricultural
:labourers and unskilled workers.

Females

The unskilled domestic and general servants accounted for
approximately £hree—quarters of the Protestant and Roman Catholic
females, but the skilled servants and shopkeepers accounted for a
larger proportion of the Protestants and a smaller proportion of the
Roman Catholics than they represented for the total number of adult
females (Figure XXIV, b). The agricultural workers and servants;

however, were under-represented among the Protestants and over~represented
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among .the Roman Catholics. As in the case of the males, éhe females
of Jewish and other religious persuasions were statistically
insignificant.

The alternate arrangement of female'occupations and religious
allegiances (Figure XXV, b) showed that 50 per cent of the females for
whom both occupations and religious preferences are known were
Protestant and 50 per cent were Roman Catholic, but Figure XVI shows
that 57 per cent of the females were Protestant and 43 per cent were
Roman Catholic. Nevertheless, it can bé seen that the Roman Catholics
were over-represented among theé unskilled agricultural workers and
servants.

The Expectations, Prospects and Experiences of Immigrants Assisted to

New South Wales and the Port Phillip District, 1837-1850

Henry Parkes, an ivory turner from Birmingham, who later became
Prime Minister of New South Wales, arrived in the colony as a bounty

immigrant aboard John Marshall's ship, the Strathfieldsaye on 25 July

of .
Aa brighter future in the colony than in England were

typical of those held by many migrants. From London he wrote:

1839. His hopes

The information which we have obtained since we have been
here respecting Australia has determined both Clarinda
[his wife] and myself to make up our minds to emigrate

to a land which holds out prospects so bright and cheering
to unhappy Englishmen, though at the distance of sixteen
thousand miles.80

Henry Parkes, An Emigrants Home Letters with Preface and Notes
by Annie T. Parkes (Sydney, 1896), p.22.
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On the voyage he wrote to his sister:

I have strong hopes of getting a good situation as soon
as I arrive at Sydney, as all who have hitherto gone out
in Mr. Marshall's ships have been engaged within a week
of the time of landing, and if I get a situation at £50
or £60 per year and provisions and a house to live in, I
shall be able to send some money home in a year and a
half from the present time; and enough soon to pay all I

owe at Birmingham. And that will be a happy time with
81
me.

t=h

Such hopes of high wages were unrealistic, although based on the
propaganda issued by John Marshall and other bounty emigration agents
and the Government Emigration Office. An assisted migrant to New South
Wales or the Port Phillip District could expect ﬁo find employment within
a few days of arrival, especiall? if he were an‘agriculkural labourer,
shepherd or unskilled rural worker, at an average wage of £25 per annum
with rations, or more if he were married. For example; Thomas Brooks,
a farmer aged twenty, was engagéd at £32 a year with rations.82

Urban értisahs, shopkeepers and tradesmen such as Henry Paxkes
often had more difficulty than rural‘wofkers in finding employment and
were seldom allowed rations; Melville Ennis, a baker, was engaged
in Sydney at unknown piecework rates, and Edward McGrady, a joiner,
wes hired at £2 per week without rations.83 Others, such as Thomas
8l Ibid., pp.52—é.
'Persons on government ships, 1837—40.' 4/4780; pp.98-9 and 102-3.

Thomas Brooks and his wife, aged seventeen, were Presbyterians

from County Derry. Brooks was hired by Mr G. Murphy of Sydney.
83'Ibid., pp.lOO—l; Ennis was from Londonderxry, as was McGrady and
his twenty-eight-year-old wife. They arrived on 3 October 1838,
aboard the Parland. Ennis was hired by Mr Barker of Sydney while
McGrady was employed in Sydney by the Colonial Government.
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’ 84 . 85 .
McLauchlan, a rope-maker, and Thomas Chapman, a potter, found their

own employment in Sydney at unknown wages. Such skilled artisans as

~

. . . , o 8
James Donaldson, a thirty-five-year-old mason with eight children, °
were employed by the Colonial Government on the new goal. The butchers
who arrived on the Cornwall - 'the finest [ship] that has arrived in the
.87 . ' . »
colony - were hired at an average wage of £30 a year with rations,
while cooks received £35 per annum with rations.88 Grooms averaged
£28 a year with rations and gardeners were paid £30 per annum with
. 89 _ . ‘ .
rations. The highest wages in 1839 were commanded by wheelwrights

who averaged £40 a year with.rations, while brickmakers earned fourteen

84 Ibid., pp.98-9. McLauchlan, aged thirty—seveﬁ, His thirty-eight-

year—-old wife and one son over fourteen, two sons and one daughter
between seven and fourteen, and two sons under seven were Roman
Catholics from Templemore and arrived on 3 October 1838, on board
the Parland.

85 Ibid., pp.298-9. Chapman, aged thirty-two, and his twenty-five-year-

old wife had one son and one daughter between seven and fourteen and
one son and one daughter under seven. They were Protestants from
Benenden and arrived on 1 September 1839, aboard the Cornwall.
86 .o ' : . . . ' .
Ibid., p.5. Donaldson, his wife and eight children arrived on
8 September 1837, aboard the John Barry.

87 . . .
'Report on Cornwall,' p.3. in 'Reports by Immigration Agent on

condition of immigrants and ships on their arrival 1838-96.' 4/4821.

88 'Rates of wages per immigrants aboard Cornwall,' 4/4780, pp.308-9.

89 Ibid.



shillings per thousand without rations, and bricklayers were paid seven
o 2. . s . 90

shillings and six pence daily without rations.

In 1838 female farm servants and dressmakers were hired at £15
per annum with rations and house servants and needlewomen earned £12

. . 91 - . .

a year with rations, but these wages had fallen and continued to
decline during drought and depression from 1839 to 1844. Some wages
then returned to earlier levels; in 1846 an agricultural labourer
could expect to earn as much as £40 per annum with rations (perhaps
a little more in the Port Phillip District), but employment was still
scarce for artisans and skilled workers.

The plight of Henry Parkes was not unusual:

I had but two or three shillings when we got to Sydney, and
the first news that came on board was that the 4 1lb loaf was
selling at half-a~-crown! and everything proportionally dear.
There was no place for the emigrants to go to till such time
as they could engage with masters, or otherwise provide for
themselves. When they left the ship they had to do as best
they could. Poor Clarinda in her weak state had no one to do
the least thing for her ... and in a few days she was obliged
to go on shore, wit