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11Well , 
life so  

f ind 

these white who ask us  we come here ! 
Do we ever ask you your came to our 

one 
.. ..  Mr Bo lit two in his and her 

seem incl ined , 11 he s ai.d , ' that I 
shall tell you the real reason for your It is  
this .. ' He at her , and s aid : ' The world has b roken 

and we are determined to  bre ak 

home there is  reasonable and comfort .. 
cinema we see the London CJLM..JL.JLL.JL.JL.l.Ft,' 

we am I ,  shu t  
, cut out from where there is creation , and 

and p ower in the modern There , in that 
distant the life is wider more 
That is I mus t  see , and show I can be master of 
i t  n So we come here , like the b ack 
home who dream to visit  the town 1 

' And what d o  you f ind? 

Hard t imes , or  
else  .... with crimes. 
In us here .. ' 

Then don ' t you go back? 

Because of  shame. The go back home 
from the 

' pp 8 9-9 2 .. 
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P reface 

s ay come to  P ort to make 
money ; s ome go home with small amounts ; o thers s 

canno t  ' We have no money on our 
This  is  how i t .  In fact 
town for many reasons and many about urban 
them there. In the i diom as a title , I draw 
attention to one of the purposes o f  this  whi ch is to  
des crib e  s ome of  the ways in  whi ch themse lves talk 
about their s ituation . 

I t  would b e  fallacious in this c ontext t o  
s tatement with economic motivat ions a s  are 
nnderstoo d .,  To say that the ' s  whole 
b e  s ummed up reference to money is  not to s ay that we 
are wi th but economics . Rather , attitudes 
towards money an access ib le in whose terms 
the can his to others , to relatives 
at home and to his fellows in town . That migrants ' have no 
money on their skins ' is  a 
their whole s t atus . at home have many 

, a ll the traditional forms of  wealth and 
res ources make their name ; the 

wage-earner has and in their eyes  lit t le 
o f  that s ince he finds it in ways 
app roved of  his rural kinsmen . that he came 
t o  f ind money in the sugge s ts that 
he is  an alternative avenue to and thus 

his actions I t  is  young men who 
leave home , those  on their skins , 

few have o ther 

inves tment in the home 
has no money also a kind o f  f reedom. 

to f ind it whe re he wants . when he to t own 

has s imilar c onnotations t o  its  
' Skin ' refers to  the and also  i ts 

s urface , and thus its  attributes , among whi ch are one ' s  

xv 



' at 
limi ted view that 
s ums to 
no money on his 
it  on the town rather 

I 
their 

the 
and 

when everyone was 
assistance , but I 
Ui Nukint11 
J ohn 

Guinea 

B owers for  information 
for 

Charles Beltz 
of 

very 

re lation-

accumulate 
that there is  
he  has 

that he 

for all 
s ome 

'"'"""''""""" .......... ' 
relation to  S iane 

Williamson o f  the 
gave 
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and Hal and Marlene LeVine for their helpful criticisms of  
the draf t .  

are by the author . )  

Marilyn Strathern 
December 197 4 





I look 
The river runs and 

chatters over s tones 
I have no elder b rother and no younger , 
I am alone 
Dark-skinned 
You grow old 

s tay and 

As I climb up on the p lane ' s  back 
I forget my elde r  brother 
As we cross  the river 
I my younger bro ther . 
My b rother , he s ai d  no to  me , 
I would not lis ten to  him .  
I went his will and s o  
I ' ll and s ee i t  through here . 

translation : Andrew S trathern 

a collection of  
S trathe rn ,  

Guinea S tudies , 1974. 

xix 





A number o f  
Dis trict 

1 

' 

in the Western 
, are in the 

des cribe their life 
about them-

folk at home and to others in the 
s o cial o f  thei r  s t atus 

relevant  here is  the of 
countries on of  

a full  assessment of  the 

is my s cop e . 
of  

however , does offer  s ome comments on  certain themes drawn 
from s tudies of African 

A case has been 
New Guinea towns as , as entities with 
s tructures o f  their The extensive 

196 7 ,  , 19 70a , c  and �--i.��� 
on i tself , while Lucas 

an ' urban sys tem app roach ' in his des 
in 19 70 when this was 
had little information on the way town 
New Guinea were recrui ted  and on the 

2 
Hereaf ter referred to as Moresby . 

To take from Africa alone , 
S outhall and Gutkind ( 195  , 

, , ( , Cohen ( 

of  Oram 

essays in Forde ( 1956 ) , Southall , 
Gutkind summary of urban 

that date . 

3 On the the t own as 
a social sys tem s ee Gluckman (196  Mit chell ' s  ( 19 6 6 )  
and Gutkind ' s  ( discussions of  theoretical o rientations 
in African urban s tudies . 

1 



2 

in ' s  
numerical 
members o f  

Sin ce then , however ,  
Guinea and the New 

Guinea Research Uni t  of  the Aus tralian National 
have been on a rural-urban economic relations 

ect  Its focus is on a national s cale : the 
economic and soci al p ressures and inducements which h ave 
led to movements from one of the t o  
another.  The intention is a broad coverage of  
communi ties as  wel l  as in the 
which have come 

Both from the p oint of 
and f rom the national 

corre lates for the my own s tudy 
It  relates to a ( 300-400) 

ethnic and in one 
town But this intimate s cale does enab le one to make s ome 
assessment of  how look from the of view of the 

If I am concerned with reasons for  it  
is not  wi th variab les ' as such b ut with the 
way formulate their i f  I am con cerned 
wi th the town it is  less as a ' than as an 
environment for urban life 

of  this 
situation s  in which 

I 

interact wi th one another at the expense o f  attention t o  
con texts in which have with 
I was o f  course more to hear about events  
s everal becaus e this would 
of information . But the is not who lly mine . 

or 
and 

des cribed s i tuation s  in which 
with ; outside 

of  contacts and tran sactions to  whi ch thi s  
They are n o t  wi thout 

to an 
But for 

s tudies ( 196 8 ,  
and M .. E .. 

2 
This ��:.:::.:�� was written before information on the 

results ect  be came availab le 
3 

Port 
des 

has the civic s tatus of a 
tive term I retain the 

, but as a 
' town ' . 



mos t  , o r  o ut-of-work activities are directed to 
con tacts with other 

Fieldwork in 
months , with a further 

between 19 70- 72 totalled seven 
two sp ent among relatives of  

in Moun t  
worked for about 

Over the years 70 I had 
months in the area on 

s of tradit ional 
It is  there fore more that I have commit ted the 

.... ..., ..... ...,'"' ..... cal which Gutkind draws attention -
rural fieldwork me thods to  an 

the o f  urban 
he writes , 

• • while s ome so cial had a 
difficult time in accep that 
there were communities outside the 

the o rien tation 
used in rural fieldwork could be , and 
transferred to urban-based societies 

h ad a view of  the les 
and s tructure of s ocial 
though the 

urb an-based s o cieties were 
s till extent .  The 

the t ransfer 
' s  was the 

ass ump tion • . . that urban-based  s ocieties were 
bas tard and extension s  o f  

so cie ties - tribesmen in town . Gutkind ( 7 : 1 39 )  

But there are two issues  
app lication of similar methods to  
the that the contexts are 
I have tried to avoid  this ass ump tion . 

in town are for the mos t  
Hageners and the could be 
o f  an ' urban s o cie ty ' 

as wel l .  But an 
and urban) 

here : the 
contexts  and 

the s ame . 

s till  very much 
of as members 

to  other 
o f  the n ature of 

the few hundred individuals encomp assed .  
from the o rganisations , 

19 found ass ociations formed in Lae were 
invariably b uilt on a s tructure of ' e thni c  b lo cks ' .  
' Parochialisms ' were the most  

les in e ach of three maj or typ es o f  o rganisation : 
we lfare s ocieties , church group s  and modern urban-oriented 

3 

bodies such as the Pati , Lae Worke rs ' Ass o ciation and 



4 

and loans so cieties 19 :2 The 
of ' ethnic b locks ' would seem to be 
at in town as 

we should be drawn to ask 
to a ' so ciety ' 

about the functions o f  

This 

within i t, about how peop le maintain 
about the o f  commi tment 

of such b 

that s ocie ty 
has to be the s ame as modification of modern 

at home . Much of  its  and s tructure 
draw on f ami liar : but so cial life is 

Indeed the dilemmas many 
in can b e  i n  terms of  a 

conflict between their commi tments t owards home and towards 

2 

This is  
is more a 

on whi ch i t  was 
as ' tribesmen ' 

at the outset a matter of 
i t  may emerge from 

have models from home to encompas s  notions of 
or  casual commitment, and of loy alties . 
S trathern 

See Mit chell who argues that ' si tuational ' 
can be  ap art from ' 

Urban institutions are not j us t  
ones . 
3 

I have s ince ' s  arti cle . He sugges ts 
one should per se to encomp ass  the way in 
which individuals move between a ' tribal ' and an 
' urban For I would i dentify 
three social fields : at home, Hagen society 
in town away from the Dis trict and a range of non-Hagen 
urban con tacts . know very little about 

in Mt town ; one 
them as within a fourth field . References to ' home ' 
in are to the rural . ) 



5 

Marion Ward 
New Guinea , the the firs t choice 

o f  would-be This seems to be as true for un-
skilled labourers as for s choo l  leavers emp 

and S tent 70) . The Lab our 
s tatis tics for 1968  

the whole of the then Wes te rn 

accounts 
more men s ub-

in any o the r urban centre outside 
There are for t o  be  few 

in Lae , apart from those 
s tationed or  seconded there educational or  
institutions . This  is  because of , not  in of the 
easy acce s s  o f  t o  Lae road . Lae i s  too  close t o  
home . I t  is  a t o  visit  over a week-end and suffers 
too cons tan t  a s t re am of the who 

away want to  

As  wi ll be  seen in  ter 3 ,  the location of  
tations near Moresby to which men were s en t  on the s ince 
dis continued Lab our S cheme has been a 
factor in the recruitment of  

town . Added to this , 
in of  the numerical be 
dominated by a 
the case of  the 

in 
oth er coas tal t owns . 

The p re-
Wes tern 
D is tricts .  

2 In 1971 as many 
who were on the 
in Moresby , but I 
Rabaul workers were 

p roportion 
' 

of 

what is now the 
of the S outhern 

from certain t ribes 
Rabaul as 

of  the 



6 

me to  have lef t  between 
I have record of 
cen tres - Rabaul Lae , 

The 
Guinea , 

centre 
inhabitan ts are 

, who form the bulk 
recorded for those to 
s ubmi tted t o  the of 
exclude members of the 
mos t 
and also domes tics in 

19 72 , 
other urban 

of S tati s ti cs for  
with what is  

and Ward 19 72 ) 

New 

as any other 
o f  the 

of  
have been 

on return s  
s tatistics 

underest imate the total residential 
numbers of noted 
The Wes tern 
reconstituted s ince 
as i t  was then . 

to the s i tuation 

f rom the Wes tern 
we recall that this i s  

, SOO 
the 
( 184 , 000 ) 

p , there 
i s  no reason to  susp ect b ias in favour o f  any one of  the 

groups  The s ame low for the Wes tern 
is in ' s  of  app licants for 

j ob s  at the Boroko labour office . to  the 
Koki o ffice 10 out of 116 

members of  ins ti tutions , such as the Pacific  
, to  other towns , b ut j ob 

transfers . The definition of ' ' i s  dis cussed in the 
next section .. 
2 

The 

as follows : Wes tern 
2 31 , 56 7 ;  Southern 
3 

181 , 90 7 . 

9 3  skilled and 
104 ; Wes tern 

.......... ,i-.� ... _ .. ......... , . ...... ..., , 31 and 5 3 .  



Table 1 1 

District  19  

Eas tern 
Chimbu 
Wes tern 
S outhern 

Total 

Total of 

7 78 

1 , 6 79 

' 459 

9 75 
74 7 

2 6 4  

2 ,  35 6 

15 , 258  

Source : Labour information bulletins ' 19 7 0 ) . 

No te: laces o f  all 
may compare the 

resi dents in ( 19 70 ) : 
Eas tern 5 1 7; Wes tern 
181 ; Southern If females are 

the read : Eas 
Chimbu, 490 ;  1 7 3 ; 

Bureau of S tatis tics Bulletin no . 
p . 40., ) 

Dis tric t ,  and a s urvey o f  unemp 
Wes tern from the 

These all 

per cent . 
order calls for  Within the 

area in 19 7 1  included 
is eviden ce that out-

sub-
dis tricts is , for the District as a whole , turn , 

i s  
information 

of  the 

Some of the 
2 and 3 ,  

immediate 

these facts 
L This  

caution . Although 
is characteristi c  o f  

7 



New Guinea as a whole 
in twelve 

half  o f  all 

19 7 1 :  165 :  ' 1966  one 
b ir th and 

the towns their 

, we 

the choice to res ide for a 
town is  not one that many of the 

now 
town But if we are 

want to work in Moresby , 
S ome live 

and 
sent near there ; s ome 

for were trained can be 
in ; others while s till at home chose the 

as their des t ination among whom are those who 
financed the j ourney themse lves 

Who are the ' Gerard Ward 
sugge s ts that a has 
which can b e  contras ted with contract or  
labour In recent years contract lab our has all 
gone to rural p lantations , whereas the 

one who f inances his own way , may also be drawn 
t o  the towns Ward 71 9 argues that because of the 
dif ferent routes take the and the 

worker may be diffe rent kinds of persons . In his 
account of  Orokaiva Baxter : 7 7 )  als o  contrasts  

' with ' the former 
and financed an the latter at the cos t  and 
initiative of the He writes 7 3  109 ) , 

has not meant that New Guineans move 
I t  is  more from the 

relian ce upon an external the means o f  
transfer , accommodation , and Movement is  

the of the ini tiative of the 
individual • . .  ' . The j ump here from a of  
methods of movement to  the s tate o f  mind of  the p erson 

s eems unwarranted. from reli ance 
up on an external characterises some 



movements as far 
als o be  shown 
in the t own .. 
external 

can 

initiative. when peop le were commandeered 

9 

into , the decision to leave home and oneself 
into the hands of  s uch an agency is  ' initiative '  of  a kind . 
Where these are for 

ends , the notion 

We can t o  the 
decisions upon whi ch we want to focus. The male 
of in in was divided as fol lows . 

Tab le L 2  

General 

corrective e ducation Semi- Un- Total 

inst itution skilled 

17 23 12** 225*** 325 

A B c 

1 2 3 

* corre cted from A . M .  S trathern ( 19 72 c: 2 3) . 

* *  Thi s  may be an underestimate ; it  includes one or  two 
individuals who would be classed as 
skilled rather than semi-skilled to  the 

of s manp ower c las s ifications. 
The re levant dis tinction for Hagen is between 
the unskilled and those with s ome skills have 
received formal 
s , and this 
' semi-ski lled and 

*** unemp loyed , b ut not vis itors , and not 
persons in transi t  or  in of the town . 



10 

Take any other 
as 

is  not 

More 
at the end o f  

Members 
to have 
o f  their 

t ransfers 
few 

those 
But this 

' 
t o  j us t  f ind 

None of the 
workers in the 

however 
wo rk and then 

these woul d  have had 
to have left 

Some o f  

which coas tal town 
could foresee the 

had not 
intended  to run away 
workers turn into  workers when t o  
leave their contract , but that the intention 

at several G Ward ' s  
refers to the s emi-skilled unskilled rather than t o  
persons i n  ins titutions . Yet members o f  
as well a s  many of  B, c ould b e  

that their  movement ( their 

one cannot dis coun t  
recrui ts may have been influenced 

in 

s ome 
of  

earlier in  this all refer t o  
workers in I n  the contract 

lab ourers were sent to work in the town i tself but this 
is no the case 



choice to come to 
some B and C men . 

itself , 

11 

is  made 

Let u s  look at the o f  view o f  the des ire 
to leave home . Here we have all contract 
labourers in rural workers ) as well 
as members of C ,  and a Within A we need 
to make a distinction that in many cases the 
reasons go  into the army or 
are very similar to ones held thos e  who seek a limited 

o f  work abroad labourers and 3). 
have the i dea o f  a term o f  service , not o f  a total 

commitment to a career , in the same way as the 
unskilled person work for a Men 
o f  1 and 

coterminous with their absent from 
It is thos e  in education and some o f  those 

in skilled and semi-ski lled j obs  for  whi ch have been 
trained who are s et motive is 
les s  to for a 
career . may them from home but 
may to s ee themselves as there to 
work in their new 

When I refer without , I shall 
non-institutional urban 

From the o f  life in the 

interact 
, students and some o f  

tend to be  more o n  the 
Here , then , we should 

s ome members o f  
o f  what I say will 

a group Most 
men in Table 1 . 2 with the 

of students in education . 

A different fact is that the 
come from the class o f  unskil led  worker 
their which I describe in detail 

to me 
, and it is  

1 I use ' unskilled ' to  cover those who could be defined by  
the characteristic s  o f  the o f  Labour ' s  manpower 
c las sification as class E :  ' Workers in low level 

no formal , education or exercise o f  
such a s  labourers , mes sengers , cleaners ,  

o f  Labour , 1969 ) . In fact as far as 
of Labour allocates most o f  



There a further limitation to this the 
unskilled workers I am best with those who 

o f  where I have 

are drawn from a home 
persons from the 

Succes s  in interviews with men 
from was affected lack o f  

o f  their groups and the of  my 
contacts among them.  For , from within the 
o f  ' ' I took one-in-four of male 

with 

interviews turned out 

the j ob s  which do domestic  servants drivers , 
and s uch between this class ' unskilled 

workers ' ,  and class D ,  ' semi-skilled workers which include 
with lower Few o f  the 

as skilled or semi-
as semi

L�UO��u��' as relative 
terms in context ; under 
these t erms should be , o f  
Labour ' s  classifications , mos t  cases  
as ' semi-skilled and skilled ' .  ' to 

of an ins ti tution such as the army , whi ch 
different work demands f rom other 
' skilled ' to indicate the p resence o f  

some skil l s  necessary t o  the j ob The mos t  relevant d ivide 
is b etween unskilled and all o thers 

l 
The 

German 
� is a 
' 

The unskilled and s emi-skilled 

town 
fact have 

in transi t  or in 
As event s  turned out 

to  devote to  this 
did no t in 

o f  the 



Area of 

Northern 1.-.1.�..1.. .... a 

Central 
Wes tern 

terms., It will b e  s een that for 
and areas 

This can be 
my social contacts among men 

It  should b e  added that  work is 
done on ethnic groups in town i tself 

who have extensive contacts  with the 

Men from 
this area 
in 

7 6  

3 9  
1 6  
6 1  

2 

23 7 

19 74 ) .. 

Tab le 1 . 3 

Men in Interviews 

2 2  
8 
7 
5 

2 0  
0 

6 2  

1 8  
3 
6 
0 
1 

28  

Interviews 

1 
3 
1 
1 
0 

6 

13 

* refers to but 
used here describe 

(A. J .  and A. M .  S trathern 1971 : 
descrip tion) . See 2 . 1 .  

**  Two persons o f  mixed des cent who associate with 
in Moresby .. 

I am certain that I have enumerated almost all the 
from Hagen who were in over 19 70-7 2 ,  

I was not with everyone . 

O ther reasons for incompleteness include 
fear of s ayin g  things which might j an 
situation ; workers ' mobility in j ob and res idence -
location was sometimes a p roblem; o f  

in out- o f-work hours ; j ail as  a fac tor· 
from circulation ; from 

made a visit . 
I had 



the town 

in turn 
ari se over this  

to  the different forms 
from the fact that all 

alternatives ,  s ome individuals 
while others use names in 

Such may be a second name 
to the vernacular 

individuals delib er
context , 

own 
it easier for to 

address in o f  a habitual mis-
their actual name , or  because the name p os s essor  

was some up in o ff icialdom 
nomenclature became attached to him. 2 

of  A 
structure , that is 

+ father ' s  name , 

name 
The comhination may be 

name f ather ' s  name , or 
name + own name 
on occasion .  

one o f  these combinations may 

I have to on the 
wou ld like me to p roper names in this 

various reasons , however I have 
nyms and o ffer for thi s . 

addition to ���A"'P�� , X s ays there 
is a Mokei in 
and Ndika of  ten 

a Ndika 
as the 

numerous In fact there may 
but it is difficult , once the 

made has eliminated the 
there too .  The 
several dialect areas , and one 
such as for f or 

names , 
areas 

is 

differences , 



ter 2 

fact about 

b oundaries of in s ome 
directions , blurred in others. Since the chief re ference 

an individual ' s  home and trib al 
to  the ethnic 

thes e directions there are marked 
dis continuities in s ocial ation , customs and 

themse lves comment up on these contras ts. 
hab i ts and s , and 

from o thers 
around are no  contacts ; 

there is active and trade across b o th 
the wes tern and eas tern boundaries The s ituation is 

altered the north-s outh axis . The Jimi 
River forms a def inite the but from thi s 

s outhwards the are considered to  
be  mino r  rather than 
dis tinctive ins titutions to 

trace a number of their 
in the s outh-wes t  and 

towards Mendi 
in the pas t 

trade routes ran 

in town 
drawn from a wider 

among p e op le 
re levant at home . 

From the 
in teres 

what i s  
mos t  sys temat i c  inclusiveness 

A few men of mixed ethnic des cent are included among 
, the criteria for inclusion the 

o f  their on the side and their 
own maintenance of  contact with home 

15 
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Figure 2 . 1  The ' Hagen ' area 

'Hagen' area as referred 
to in this Bulletin 
Neighbouring people 

Linguistic/cultural 
division 
Hagen tribe 

Old Hagen Sub-district 
boundary (pre-1972) 
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borders who 

various 

17  

processes are thus at  work . On  the 
for individuals who are 
cultural to affiliate 

who share a common cultural definition of 
is  widened all who come from s everal re lated 

north-south axis. 

I was , 
si tuation 
exact in 

lications 

for the latter 

to  term as emp in our oth er 
Elsewhere the re ference to the 

account of cultural relations is both 
a Central or Nor th ern u��u� 

The dis continui ties them do not 
hold fo r a 
between themselves Bowers , 

In any case such class ifications 
to be situational I am indebted 

for info rmation on group s .  
Northern Kauil or included 
wi th Temboka 
2 

See . 13 

and 

are 
Bowers 

3 A . J .  S trathern 19 72 A .. M .. Strathern 



OLD. SUB-DISTRICT 

Hagen -----. 

NEW SUB-DISTRICT 

Mug lamp 

Hagen �--��-�---1 
(excluding 
Lake Kopiago) 

COUNCIL LINGUISTIC/CULTURAL CATEGORY 

Dei Northern Melpa 

Mui Western Melpa 

Baiyer-Lumusa NON-HAGEN 

-{Central Melpa 

Hagen 
Temboka/Nebilyer Valley 

Mt Giluwe Kaugel (and others) 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
CENTRE 

Dei 

Mui 

Mt Hagen town 
and Angalimb * 

Togoba 

Tambul 

* In some publications we have designated the people round Angalimb as Eastern Melpa 

Figure 2. 2 Regional terms for Hagen groups 

"""' 00 
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75  and dialects ; to this 
I add s ome 

The home this s 
lives over an area to 60 
extent The home area may be divided into  various cultural 
and 2. , and 

the effective action group is the 

networks 
its connections and the 

of individual members may extend over a local 
of several thousand In association and 

alliance 
OOO 

group 
whose sizes range 
selves s ub divided ; 

another clans form group s  of  2 OOO o r  
activities s uch a s  warfare o r  

Clans are also divis ions o f  name d  tribes 
from 500 to over 6 OOO and are them-

themselve s  as 
on the occasion their members 

on behalf o f  the whole o r  
i ts allies , or  o n  behalf o f  the a trib e  in 

sma llest uni t  
This model o f  

clan a s ubsub clan or  set . 
relations has made it  f or 

modern t o  emb race the notion of leve ls , 
s uch as council  areas e lectorates and the adminis trative 
s tructure of  sub-dis trict dis t ri ct and 
autho ri ties . I t  is  easy for a p ers on to think of 
himself as as a member of one council in relat ion to  
s omeone f rom another council area The area ove r  whi ch an 
individual to have con tact and re��·�.�u 
is much wi der now than in the a s ituation fac ilitated 

formal and mechanised Yet when 
i t  and enmities whi ch affect men 
mos t ,  tradi tional units of  acti on ass ume chief 
Effective to interaction is  res t ri cted 
small areas. Central men may be 
and Temboka but to many Wes te rn and 
Temboka dialect is  

So  
and trib e s  at home 

a familiar when 
and within a 

kins folk of men from these two 

of Council areas Tab le Over 80 , 000 
2 .  in 19 71 . 
2 A short des of social s tructure is to be 
f ound in A . M  .. S trathern ( 19 72b 
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almos t 
vagues t 

to  do with one another and have only the 
of one another ' s  exis tence . 

I have introduced for a 
purp ose . As far as is  concerned are not 

The 
( 337 , 

A clue to this is o ffere d  by the dis trib ut ion 
held from the various areas 

uuM� u men in Moresby in 19 7 1  
transi t  or  i n  the 

the town , but 
within the home 

was drawn from 

Other 

Tab le 2 . 1  

Council 
area 

Dei 
Mul 

Mt Giluwe 

85 
5 1  

6 5  
3 

Total 337 

) 

, mate 
at home 

% of  ( approx .. ) 

25  18, 000 
15 14 ' 600  

39  5 OOO 

19 (18 , 700) * 

, 300)  

* No t all the group s  in  Giluwe Council are Kaugel .  

D i fferences c an  b e  dis cerned in the proportions of  
rant s from the various Wes te rn and Northern Melpa 

the s ame number o f  persons as Central Melpa and 
Temboka which have three-f ifths o f  the home population . The 

s tructure is more dramatic t�able 2 . 2) .  

75  p er cent of those in 
while Northern Melpa and Kauge l 

are a lmost to a man unskilled. Between them they 
contrib ute 7 per cent of or semi-skil le d  men . 



2 1  

Table 2 .. 2 

and skil led in 
Un- Total 

Sub skilled o f  

education 
Other 

to tal 

Northern 
3 1 1 0 5 80 

Wes te rn  
8 0 2 2 12 39 

13* 18 8 38 
Temb oka 1 1 1 2 15 

0 1 1 O** 6 3  
Other 0 1 0 0 2 

48  17  23  12 

* Includes a 
b ut 

Kawelka 
** I may have mis sed one o r  semi-skilled 

occup ations . The 
Note: Tables 2 . 1  and persons in transit  

and in the 
b ase  than 

the town , have a 
les L 2 and L 3 .  

Central be drawn from the home 
, in the o f  the o ther 

areas , but their contribution of  75 p er cent skilled or 
should be evaluated in the o f  

from this area whi ch is 
i t  another way : 66  per  cent 

men in t own have o r  skilled 
j ob s , per cent  unskilled while over 70 per 
cent o f  
unskilled , the p 

from any one o f  
for 

t o  over 90  per cent . 

1 I t  appears , 
army and 

one 

men were in the 
left . 
o f  j ob 
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It  is not t o  treat the who le o f  an 
undif ferentiated way : there are to  be  
influen ce s  the movement of individuals to  town . 1 
Dis tance from the o f  Mt is one such f actor . 
Mos t  group s  area are in the 

of ; and Wes tern Melpa trib es 
access  than do Northern and 

much eas i er groups who f ocus on a 
An exhaustive accoun t would conside r  

not ort and communications , but other 
characterist i cs of the various of  

facilities , 
s o  on would also 

an intimate conditions in all p arts of the 
own b ias towards Northern and area .. 

Cen tral 
dis tinctions 

me to make s ub tle 
where I on much 
Tab les 2 . 1  and 2 2 grosser ones 

are inconsis ten t  as to criteria o f  differentiation 
be tween the A deal o f  work would have t o  be  
done before c omp are these areas . Af ter 
this , a would s till be 
to assess the relevance of  one ' s  chosen variables to the 

It is  

1 

own decisions . 

my s cope to dis cuss  the range o f  
facto rs which inf luence 

concentrate rather on 

allocation index of  p ro fessionalisation . 
one would want to know the employment o f  

all the different group s  in 
1 

I f  we divide up the Central figures t o  
dis tance f rom the town and exclude groups on 

the eastern called Eastern Melp a) the 
correlation Central Melp a and b eing a skilled 
worker is  even For , in 19 7 1  the re were in 

men from Mokei , one of  the chief Central 
group s . 9 of  these were not in the army , 
some e ducational ins ti tution . Of the 9 ,  4 have 
unskil led  j ob s  

See Southern • d .. , 19 
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as 
are mediated  

Central and 
serve as a reminder 

whole 

The s 
between Central a o f  

that goes ���u- wi th very litt le unski lled 
Nor th ern with almost  all 

the unskilled leve l .  should be remembe red  in turn that 
overall level 

Siane and Dene in the 
the fu s 

t imes this number of  p ers ons come from 
5 times the s ize Therefore we have to  

what 
unskilled men 

the Northern 

peop le at home and 
leave are drawn from 

, wi th so few from 
tions  cannot be 

reference to  crop and emp 
or the o f  educational 

fac iliti es. Proof that overall terms one differs 
from another in level of cash income for , does not 

that all the inhabitants oy a common s tandard of 
There are as many uneducated and 

o ff p eop le twice as many in 
as in Nor th ern But i f  i t  is economic conditions 
whi ch off unskilled in one do 

not in the other?  

is that among the influences which 
peop le at home or which res train many men from 
the examp le of the are certain 
values . These values and attitudes , 
response to the , among other 
and economic are and 
in the of traditional concep ts The 



of 

��-

a re p erhaps  not as crucial as 
think about them. We should also be  aware of 

external f ac ts they take into account in coming t o  
Harre ( 19 72:88)  makes the same : ' • • •  i t  

i s  people ' s  beliefs ab out urban life , and n o t  knowledge of  
the actual con di tions of  urban life , that motivate them to  
move ' . Experiences of  town and of  migration in  genera� of  

and inform s uch b e liefs , but these experiences 
are a lways evaluated against existing atti tudes . Certainly 
i t  would be  to maintain tha t rural-urban 

is ional ,  p ush-and-pul l ,  
cause-effect (Baxter 19 7 3 : 4  quoting Mabogunj e 
19 70) . 1 We then have to look at s uch as the history 
of  the Central and Northern Melpa regions and at their 
emp opportunities in terms of what the Hagen peop le 
have made of  them. It  is  interpretation o f  experien ce ,  not 
j us t  whi ch colours peop le ' s  out look . 

Wi thin any one region , individual clans and trib es di ffer 
considerab ly in their migration p atterns . This is heightened 
if one considers , as here , not j us t  out-migrat ion b ut 
movement to  a p arti cular p lace such as Moresby . The presence 
of clan-mates or co-t ribesmen in one coas tal area encourages 
o thers to turn to this  as a loc ation for emp loyment ,  and 
group s  o f  men from re lated clans going independently or as 
agreemen t workers try to keep toge ther . In 19 among 
Northern Melpa men in Moresby , there were 43  f rom Kawelka 
and Tipuka tribes  ( combined population about 3 , 400  p eople 

but only 13 f rom Minembi and Kombukla ( comb ined 
about 4 , 500) . One or two other Northern Melpa 

tribes , including Kendipi ( about 2 , 000 p ersons ) have no 
rep resentatives in Moresby . In Central Melpa ,  where 

is  mainly of skilled men ,  group of  o rigin s eems 
a less s igni fi cant factor ( the migrants '  location b e ing les s  

ect t o  pers onal contro l) . The two maj or Central Me lp a 

Harding ( 19 71 : 19 7 )  makes the s ame point in explaining a 
very different si tuation - the arres ted development of  S io 
commercial agri cul ture : ' • • •  the explanation appears to  lie 
in ' assessments of the comparative economi c 
returns f rom subsis tence farming, wage lab our ,  and cop ra 
p rodu ction [ their chief cash crop ] , the las t  b e ing viewed 
as the leas t rewarding ' . 
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tribes in 
the skilled workers in 
the s ame number of men 

of  
about 

no one 

These 
the Northern 

I use as the 
f rom the two 
and Central 
o f  movements 

the of 

men to  be p laced the 
delimited social group 

valid 

of a 
i t  offers what  

into differences 
to assess 

s ocial units 

All three Kawelka men in Mo 
vis i tors groups  have made recent 
there have fourteen men e lse-
where on the coas t No one f rom E l ti is 
there have been no visits There 

Rabaul and one Elti  
Lae 
men are Elti find this almos t 
wi thin trict ; Kawelka workers do to s ome extent 
but over 6 0  p er cent of them leave home. The 

si tuation of men f rom these 
in Table  2 . 3 Of the fac tors 

' s  attitudes towards 
consider their of 

camp was es 
When an 

in 19 33 members of Elti tribe were among those who 
firs t s aw the s teel axes and shell  valuab les which the white 

One of them claims to have the then 
back to Bena Bena Elti men later 

Also the ect of detai led examination e . g . 
A . M .  S trathern ( 19 
2 That is� s omeone with career 
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Tab le 2 . 3  

Location of  j ob Kawelka 

Port Unskil le d  labour 
P ort Professional 
Other coastal Unskil led lab our 

0 
0 
1 

12 
1* 

13 
Other coastal P rofessional 

Other Unskilled 
Other Tea cher 

1 
lab our 1 

1 

l* 
2 
0 

S ub-Dis trict Unskilled lab our 
11 
0 

9**  
6 

1 4 
S ub-Dis trict 

3 

Total 19 

1 

49 

of adult 
under 

125 
( 

* Two pers ons at tached to  Kawelka in town context . 
** Corrected from Table 3 ,  A. M .  S trathern ( 1 9 7 2  

2 82 
( 16%) * ** 

*** two men attached to  Kawe lka in town con text . 

worked on the and went on s everal , 
to Kundiawa and Wabag , bo th before and after the 

s ome of the p re-war l ab our for the 
brothers ' mine and cooked for  American f orces 

(USAF) s tationed in in the 19 40s . Two Elti 
were among what was the ini tial b and of s oml 
seven recruits s en t  t o  the coas t in 19 39 , 

The date and are not these 
were the same men whom Gitlow refers to: 
the war , enormous p ressure was to bear f or a time 
to  send men of  the Mt . area t o  native labour gangs 
on the coas t . Ten men were s en t  out . But this 



and one was also among the first o f  the many Islands 
to be drawn from the 

in 1956 .. s aw several o f  them 
and contract for the 

itself .. with 
two-thirds to 

in all age g roups 
, and in the five years 

them had been wage-earners 
some time 

But there has been a dramatic reduction in the dis tance 
Elti have travelled to find work . men , 
half of  all those , have time outside the sub-
district of  whom have been on coas t .  Yet 
between no more than three individuals in 

a warder-trainee and one 
There were no 

workers ' and have not been s in ce about To date 
Elti have more than three persons  who could be  
c lassed as  unskilled workers ( v) 

I t  is not c lear whether a person has been 
Some a for a 

up men have assisted the 
mission or clear aircraft  - tasks which 
shade into the kind o f  of  them .. 
Thus almost all Elt i  ass is ted in the construction o f  the new 

for whi ch a small was received . But 
services is not diacrit ical may be 

for tasks whi ch are 
If the 

action on the worker 
better rubric , this would 

o f  those  who 
worked withou t in the at 
least seventeen Elti men carried cargo for ' one ' down 
t o  Tambul ,  but to some extent labour 

were one of 
I do not count this as 
o ther of  their work 
some o f  which 

Foo tnote 
move was so 
the Aus tralian Officials 
of men occurred 

both the 
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volunteered . All  s uch encounters 
the amount of ' contact  had with 

But 
or less in 

and include all but the mos t  
s ummary of Elti  work histories to be 

risk .. Men who 
in labour lines 

to earn shells and s teel 
leas t 

and immersion in water : 
s everal claim to have run away because o f  the cold 
The of the first contract labourers are 
recollected in detail . their own ini tiative s ome 

odd mi les to Goroka .. � ...... ,_,-.... was made 
Labour S cheme in 

Yet once were shaved and 
up like ailed men ,  hard work and 

had to endure the heat of the coas t . Neverthe-
few individuals went with the fir s t  or group 

agreemen t-wo rkers from Elti men in 195 2-5 
in 195'6-5 , whi le a number found other j obs with 

on return . No contracts were p however 
Of the returned 

the coas t  as an 

were 
town i ts elf  in the 

or less 
and in the 1940s and 

f ound work within the s ub-d istrict as lab ourers , 
on local , road oversee rs and 

From time has been 

in 
worked elsewhere in o r  in 

the case of 
work in the s chool 

for unskilled labour to  s eek work 
with the of local  

education , I 



29  

4 

Contract No men Location Job year 

195 1 
195 
1956 2 

3 
1958 
1958 

No of p er s ons for 
whom firs t contract 

was their 

Wau 

Samarai 
Rabaul 

Firs contract 
followed 

PWD 
Plantation 
P lantation 
P lantation 
PWD 

Second  contract 
f ollowed 

Firs t S econd Third Further No Fur ther No 
oh j ob j ob j ob contract j ob 

9 1 5 4 

j ob contract j ob 

2 0 

cof fee 
s everal years and I 

1 

Elti men would have 
if casual work had not been s o  

inhib i ted  many from 
work was as 

the rural wage was 

s ame 

Nevertheless 
of  labour for this 

Parts of the 

sweet 

in the 
were drained and for tea and commercial 

for other reasons were 
lands at this time and found casual 

look the 
eat or s on the 

to tmdertake 

Their own houses over
do not have to 

find 
here 

with the ir j ob s  at home. Coincident with these 
was a rise  in the rural minimum wage The at tractivenes s  of  



the new 
is a 
of this 

to note , is not es tates 
but it is  the demand to in 

Work on tea and sweet p otato  e states is not 
so hard as on coffee and the rewards 

in relation to the labour and time 

Even the rise in rural wages has 
effec t  for  all kinds of rural , Elti 
to f ind it and nowadays avoid p lantations 
Di s trict . f or unskilled 
township have dwindled in direct 

and demands for skilled labour . 

������� 

town ' s 
one 

individual works as a labourer in town . There are no 
commuters from Elti settlements into Mt town, 

a few from neighbouring tribes do this . A 
number voiced vague des ires to find urban work but their  
lack of  will make this 

No t many Elti have ins ti tutional 
There have been 2 Elti p olicemen , 1 3 

s or aid order li es , 1 warder and 2 mis sion and 
teachers . Only the warder and 

employed s ti ll , were recrui ted on the basis o f  
educational ; the o thers were recruited before 
the war or  in the 1950s  and a minimal education formed part 
o f  their half the b oys of s chool age now 
are re ceiving formal education , three young men 
over who might otherwise have b een working . Roughly a 
third o f  the Elti men under 5 0  claim to have had s ome kind 
of s chooling . 

The p roximity to the centre of  Europ ean that 
Elti have always enj oyed has been Here we 
should inc lude the mis s ion centre at Oge lbeng,  
2 miles from their chief ceremonial ground From the late 

In addi tion to the 11 men working on local p lantations when 
I carried out my another 2 9  men and had 
done such work between but 6 on the new es tates . 
2 A section of Elti numbering in 19 70 s ome 153 males 
over the age of 16 . 



access to  coffee 
mission 

members the Chris 
all men o f  a ll ages have coffee 
whether 

machines 
of 

are able to 
the 
this . 
p roduce 

per cent of 
coffee , 

from 

31 

to 

Trades tores continue 
aware of the likelihood 

were nine in 

are 
eventual closure . 

over the 
196 7- 70 ) Like other group s  Elti have 

cars and trucks and several men have 
Neither trucks nor trades tores have c ommercial 
any in the hands of an 

of this kind is 

home with 
money 

attitudes 
' business 

s 
in s ome 

in the 

at 

future , or 
this to take them 

unskilled 
do s o ,  d o  not want 

On the who le 

claims , for 
for him a s on .  

include 
man will have 

2 In addition a res ident  at the nucleus tea es tate , 
several Elti have taken up tea on small b locks 
land  of their own These ob servations refer to 19 70- 71; 
economic conditions have since with a 
in coffee and weakened enthusiasm for tea 
3 

See S outhern (19 7 3  

o f  

4 Of , all of  
whom 
would seek work The younges t 
age group here were 
wanted work or not of  men in other age 
groups said no. In mos t  cases the desire to find work was 



i t  is  the o lder men who mos t  s t ate dis tas te f o r  
further work . This 
res ul t  of their 
Yet several younger 
a diffe rent course 

this is a evaluation 
These s tates of mind cannot  

inevitab le result of  

the 

men wishing 
down. men �---� 

attitudes take effect  in 
ago would have gone to the coas t as an 

seeks a j ob whi ch wi ll commit 
wholehearted way . 

extent . 
who years 

worker 
him in a much less 

Some issues should her e .  Firs t ,  
i s  not a of the des i re to find 
Many Elti are o f  work b ut 

these should be near home . , the des ire 
t o  f ind work is  not a le indication o f  the des ire for 
cash . cash are to b e  found in 

commercial 
of work 
abroad are 

minor and other 
into account the 

incurred by an 
to money on food and 
advancement and 

I t  would be wrong , 
towards as 

��-

�d 
le 

the sector of the e conomy . Indeed 
the reverse is true . It is because p eop le feel 
can do bette r  for  themselves at home , whether through �----

o r  casual and wou ld be at an economic dis advantage 
in wages abroad that  they would rather s t ay .  There 
is also a s concep t of ( ' Our own land 

is ferti le ; why should we leave i t  to  a 

Footnote 4 
you ask , it  might be a ni ce idea ' ) .  

for leaving the Hagen are a ,  
mos t  did work i t  would have t o  
b e  near home . Comments from men without employment 

fe ll into  a similar 
1 Con tra Moulik 7 2 : 30) and comp are Harding ( 19 71 : 197 )  on 
the Sia : ' • •  the arres ted development of Sia comme rcial 

cannot be explained as the result  of a lack of 
a des i re for  change or to engage in new forms 
o f  e conomic 



somewhere e ls e? ' ) whi ch must le s 
These 

side 

of themse lves 
on how those who do 

sub-dis trict s ee It  is worth 
s ome of the details o f  their formulation . 

Where does the dis tas te for work abroad come 
f rom? I t  is  diffi cult to sort out from peop le ' s 

which held at the t ime o f  
issues whi ch are 
values. 
then; we did not 
But there was 
at the time .. 

now :  ' We were deceived 
we had been treated 

of real 
factor , one whi ch is 

in men ' s  memories , is  the 
rewards to the work done . I doub t  i f  

dis comfor ts would b e  s o  often commented upon i f  
were n o t  f o r  the fact that the returns were felt to b e  

t o  the labours .. 
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excep tion of  s teel . 
obtain 

�u-�� which men could 
to  this novel 

as i t  was money 
which entice d  them to the coas t the 

were 
amount of  wealth others to 

; b ut in the run had the reverse effect of  
at  home think that arduous lab our abroad 

p eriod was not worth le 
been tri cked who ' ate 

their labours , 

summed  up 
Aus tralian 
should go 
earn what we 
2 

New can be  
elder to  an emi'nen t 

us that we 
years s o  that we 
19 70 : 

At home cash did not enter int o  transactions 
until the later 1950 s An account of  these 
is in A . J .  S trathern 7 1: 



wages 
th 

Plantation labour is cited as the 

A common reas on then whi ch peop le 
t o  return to is the p oor 
in the pas One man des cribed his 

1950s  when he worked as an overseer 
sett ler and received  a axe 
for  many and ins tead of a whole 
shoulder away had to watch his 

shel ls to 
up an d  

is  

out a small into the This is s een 
as decei t  

Work hard.. the and all the time the 

there 

Michael 

and 
If  

talk . 

go down 
work and the p ay is  

But when money is short 
to us . The 
and we 

low in 
' 

then 

about the he went on with 
He has never done any work for any 
He was about s eventeen . He and s ome 

have a look at the white as the 
explorers were called , when f ound themselves seized and 

off  would be could do 
b ut a ccompany the on its j ourney to 

where he claims ' three years ' 
the 

and 
leaves smeared with 
endured Several of the 
back a differen t route f rom the 

had lef t behind i t  a 

to his account , their 
food was s o  short that 

from exhaust ion in 

were 
whatever 

forfeited 
have been due them. ' All that t ime ! ' 

of  s ome 
dis cuss ion in 

---

dis t inction between 
that  one do es under 

Work is 
involves the owner-

Also see the 



no 

my 
not interes ted in money 

he has and in 19 70 was 

The s ame himself on 
ano ther when he app lied to 

up as 
p ressed for admis sion for he had 
clothes and the red bird 

but had 
money and the 

lumes that could be 
obtained from the coas t ; he was one up 
a second  t ime. was the chief 

could raise money what 
little men like himself do? 

But the 
of  money 
with them .. 
for a 

us . themselves 
gave none to  us . We are s till  an gry 

When returned f rom the coas t I worked 
as in 

&M .... F-->-�� b ut all  my mates were at  home , 
and I was fed up and lef t  work. I married my wife 
and now we have children and I would never work 

if I 
wife 

I f  Mi chael 

I t  is a serious matte r :  
who would look after my 

extensive 
in the 195 0s , 

of 

the young men whose 
the' tea and sweet 

was a PWD 

whi ch was 
a 
home , he left 

He s ays he was 
firs t time ; 

For a short while he 
the a 

the work took him to 
more than 30 miles b ut in 

of his and 
on 

a month and £ 15 on return the 
a month and £ 35 on return the s econd . 

a 



When the sweet p otato farm offered .40 , he 
moved there . But the work was much more demanding: 

When we were did not work hard , j us t  
cut the gras s , but we really had 
to the We were short  
of  money and b ut I ached 
all over • • •  i t  was too are s till  
there - I left • . • The s aw me 
later and asked me to thought , 
' You gave me s till feel the aches 
and p ains , come? 1 I t  was only 
money whi ch made me go the first t ime . When my 
coffee is bearing I shall do no such work 
I went home after working for the white men and 
thought to , ' My hands are my own and I 
j us t  give myself aches and doing this . 
But pigs and coffee could help me ' . 1 S o  I 

coffee and my father and I raised my 
bri dewealth from pigs . Now I think of 
my Whi te men hold money but when I work 
for  s uf fer . No , I s ay ,  and cof fee 
can help me .. 

S teven here sees  a con tras t and emp loyment . 
Others s ee i t  between at home on the 
one hand  and employment other , and s tres s  
the relative advantages on estates to whi ch 

can commute and which does not j eopardise their whole 
so cial and economic life . In the intensity o f  S teven ' s 
remarks , we can dis cern the transmission of 
attitudes to  whi ch I have referred (p . ) .  By relative 
s t andards the work required of estate labourers is j udged 

many to be les s  onerous and better p aid than other 
lab our. Perhaps S teven who belongs to the s ame s ub clan as 
Michael has caught s ome of his  e lders ' bitternes s . His 
evaluation of his own employment eA-p erience has b e come 
coloured by atti tudes to work and and 

the p articular resentments he will have the 
mouths o f  older clansmen . 

made a s imil ar remark concerning his current 
inves tments in and coffee , adding that the cash crop 
is lucrative in j us t  the s ame way as a sow is - it has 

, one takes thi.s , i t  bears again . 



s an whi ch seems to 
have been ' attitudes from 
On the one hand , whi te men came with wealth and wealth was 
wanted Neil  s ai d  

When firs t came , we 
ourselves for themu Jile worked as 
with men from and and 
we have our own money , with 

Thi s  is our road. 

among 

----

.. .But now 
we have 

On the other the t o  draw wealth to oneself , 
the mark of  s tatus is  ass ociated with the 
traditional notion that this is achieved pers onal 
influence and The o f  wea lth 
is a direct index of and financial skill . 
Before came , shells reached from distant 

3 7  

and were fell 
into  the hands of their 
ob tain shells in the 
venture But to have to 
like activities 

drew a line be tween ac tivities 
ass o ciated with aff airs , and 
tran sactions and those derived from subsistence and 

into 

S ome 

shell 

, such as s tock house-
The of shells had fallen 

the f ormer came as 
or as between individuals or  group s . 

Elti  tried the new wealth 
channels : one man received a 

for a to  the Lutheran mission aries at 
But he also and cowrie shells 

with the con struc tion firs t  
For the chief in 

re turn for the wealth do with 

labour . I t  is  not  
who offered  themse lves mos t were 

This s till Older men are b o th too 
to their own and are als o  t o  

f ind more diss onance between their s tatus and the 
of to s ubsistence-like activi ties for 



of s omeone else 
Thus while one old 

ever to work for 
when he failed to 

commanas , another s aid 

was 
to 

needed he could find for hims elf . 
influence he knew 

What wealth c ould 
attract to  himself he has never 

need to go to whi te men f or valuab les 

I t  

at 
obtained not too far 

conducted with fetched to see coffee 

as the 

in as very much like 
s s t atements are shot with 

fact that c o f fee and such 
at home can be 

into a subordinate 
c ould be tolerable ins ofar 

The ques tion of  subordination is A man of 
b ut himself 

anyone 

would not work 
engage 

of low s tatus .. 
whi ch traditional 

and 
manner . But even where are o f  
different s tatus there has to b e  a in thei r 
transactions i f  the is to endure . Men who 

work on away f rom home be after 
wealth in the these were 

i tems whi ch could b e  into the traditional 
but s o  had to work f or someone else , 

rei terate the that however much 
wage-earners benefi t the owners o f  the business 
benefi t more 
2 See p 



for food and s helter , 
of  household One Elti  

the 
a misdemeanour t o  

who was 
force after 
rather than ----w.-- ( continue in as a 
1 a b our er ' )  
under o ffi cers 
ob tained 

context would have meant 
whose rank he himself could have o therwise 

39 

the concep t of f in ancial 
in the words of an ab out 

worked f or 

If I worked would have to leave home , 
and I could not at home I went 

no 

---
was dismissed I would have 

S ome wage-earners s ave up and 
o thers their money and when 

are rubbish men . •  I money from 
my but what is  the o f  i t  on 
s omeone else ' s  tradestore? money would be  lost .  
S o  I have built I can use it  as a s ource 
of food if am I do not have to s ee my 
money dis app ear on someone else ' s 

Given the value on economic self-re liance ( the power 
to attract wealth to onese lf one ' s  own effo rts ) i t  

to f ind a at titude o f  s el f-
on the of Men I 

gave the that in re cent years 
worked from choi ce and were f ree to leave when 
felt like i t .  ( ' I  don t have t o  work ; I found a j ob 

• ) Occas an s tates his 
rather than s ay ,  be s ome-

where he to go thi s pos ture of 
whi ch workers find in 

the claims o f  former domestic  
servants , nature , that the 
decisi on to leave was theirs were angry 
with me wi thout cause s o  I left ' . We shall f ind such 
attitude s  among the labourers in 

One shared 
areas s tudied 

in the resettlement 
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The one context in which it seems 
earn abroad is that of  the educated 

wi th 
leads to 
p ers on is aware of the 

of his and 
now in their twenties 

own failure 
down . Educational 

Elti since the 
take 

seen further 
outside the sub-dis tric t  to Goroka o r  

that unskilled work abroad als o 
with what education could 
An uneducated Elti  p e rs on will  seek 

work home or not at all 

The nature of money is  a ' s  
attitudes  in s ome 
tradi tional valuab les did and can be inves te d  same 
way , are not identical . I t  has 
dis of  

are mos t  at  risk here . 

the 

of social money 
can be  more on t rivial 
are not directed int o  inves tment tend 
i t  is the wages of a which 

f orfeits . 
is that , in cash is  

Gavin , now in his  mid-thirties , has worked f or 
since his teens , b o th on the coast and 
Sub-Dis trict , and was one of Elti ' s  three 

The summary of his several years ' 

It is  all 
work - but what 
If  have to come home , where 
But I s at home be cause at home I 

t o  no ' 

When Neil finished as a servan t ,  he became a medical 
for thirteen years he ; he will 

return to the medical servi ce ,  he says cause he has 
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men s ince he was a 
Those who earn the 

Gardens and coffee are 
different ; at leas t can coffee trees from which his 
chi ldren may The answer to  s ques tion is 
that what he has to show is  the consi de rab le p res 
he has bui lt up over the years , derived in from his 

activities He is an atti tude towards 
nature of money . A re turned Elti 

the coas t the out that the man who 
leaves home money will  in his  tracks 
and think that he could have been there . 
The leas he can do man who 

is  not  
finds 

_..-,. __ 

, on consumer is ' rubb ish • I t  
who waste money . At home 

are unab le to think 
on , and who consume all who 

is rubb ish . fails to take 
The b a_ ,... -- .... =" ' 

in their houses 
that  i t  i s  not s o  much 
which res ults in low-status 

o r  
is  

This circums tances , 

Elti did 
more 

on ; for the 
was low and 

his 

were 
or 

more 
economy . 

of  dis s atis fac tion wi th coffee , many 
their returns from coffee very 

with returns from our . A 
o f  this attitude app ears t o  be related 

which money in the two contexts can be 
on attitudes held peop le in the 

Morobe area Eas tern ) :  ' As 
take care of one ' s 

is  work done 
] 

is  that i t  should p ay off 
in the money 

than money 
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Moreover , a small on i tems 
sui tcases and s uch c ould make an 

came back from the coas t  in the 195 0s 
there i tem in their 

s um whi ch was of ten used to buy a 
or was ab s orbed into bridewealth 

dis tributed among kinsfolk .  All these 
of a kind . For a time , such 

earl-

a 
s contribution to  financial 
money was trans lated into traditional 

at home : 
Its 

i t  were , stemmed at source . But 
of the or shell valuab le 

up , s ince it  was more 
cash have 

A decline in 
the 

for 

over that 
shells with 

' s  

money The s to ck have 
and it would take a concerted effort  

s oared 

buy an animal . Side s ide with 
range of consumer 

money away from men ' s 
value of  the wage-earner ' s  
does the amount he manages to and less 

on those at home , he is  les s and less 
any . men on c lothes , cards 
in age of the average is b oth an effect 

tradi tional valuab les were not ' was teable ' to the 
that  money is , the novel form of 

led to s tres s  on cumula tion and then to a sense of loss  
was f inished . shells  are 

transactions and distributed  more 
transactions . S omeone may be in what  he  
receives or make a b ad j udgement about what he  away , 
b ut the which the wealth is channelled 
remain . The si tuat ion can be rec tified in future t rans-
ac tions . ' Was te ' is  he ld to occur in certain con texts 
e g .  s omeone had to pay for offence and here 
the valuab les are ' lost '  In the case of  

ob tained as in encounters with 
, there was it would seem, more a that the 

worker was a finite amount of of 
view which als o  led to the of all 
went p . 5 of  the fact that it  
inves ted 



concern 
who go into 
and are mos t  
thrift  

and means that those 

The that it  is  be tter to b us iness at 
h ome than earn wages , whi ch I 
of among the E lti in , is  not 
those th cash c rops 
income from any s ource voice 

on 
those 
considerable 
toward 

on the benefits of local 
of  

and the lack of extension 
are still made 

There is  indeed 
s at ti tudes 

Similar views are found 
among those with much or 

at all . 

from 
even local 

direct pres sure on his j 
work This may include 

Said one father of 

t o  dissuade 
lab our o f  any 

I have 
, I have she lls , 

• •  and what  is the 
and have his hands 
of  
on 

any kind 

have money saucepans swee t 
for tha t he wants t o  

grass all f or the s ake 
While many younger embark 

few without education 

local emp is 
away from home . 

for the reas on that i t  
detrimental to cash cash without 

eva luation of 
economic benefits; 
In economic 
about the returns 

d 

S ome are as as their 
the convic t ion that i t  i s  best  to 

This holds  in of the external 

' s  

But peop s 
a reflex o f  its  

over 
their cash crops 
comments on the 

Sub-Dis trict , is  
very similar to that of are relevant here : ' The Kuma 
do not see themselves as a lab or force . .  are 

their incomes from coffee 
in 'our terms many of  them are in 
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The work experiences 
those of the ir Elti  

very they had 
undertaken nothing but unski lled labour .  Few c laim 
to have been work overseers 
and it  was not unti l about 
medical for 

or in domestic  se rvi ce , 
two individuals received 

There have been no 
men or s oldiers , and few have come from the Dei Council area 
as a whole . The only ' teachers ' have been churchmen . 

It  is temp to the Kawelka 
indicative of opportunities available to 

as 
a 

area , who received the main 
influence more than ten years after Central 

groups  had been contacte d .  Kawelka 
cannot, however ,  be 

o f  
Melp a  

and chronological lag .  We 
is very s imilar to 

and situational 

j us t  in terms of a 
shall s ee ,  for examp le, 
that held by Elti  men . 

that their 
Yet for 

reasons Northern 
rather different ' and there i s  

tha t their future 
follow those of the Central Melpa . 
this . At the t ime when Adminis tration services were 
extended into thei r area ( 19 45 onwards) mos t Kawe lka 

in the hills at the heart of the Northern 

firs t 
were 

Then from the 1960s  a s ub s tan tial number 
t o  re- colonise areas in the Wahgi flats . 

this new territory is s till within Dei Counci l ,  i t  
b orders Central Melpa . In actuality settlements of  Kawe lka 
folk here are not f ar from the Wahgi homes o f  E l ti men . 

, too , abut the new tea and sweet p otato farms on whi ch 
s o  many Elti  youths have worked . But i t  is  an interes 
fact that although one or two individuals have taken up 
casual work here , the numbers are not They are 
not the same response to the environment . This can 
p erhap s be related to the extent to which young Kawelka men 
are s till migrating out from the Hagen are a .  

ceman now in Moresby is associated with Kawelka 
there , a lthough he was b rough t  up in the Central 
area , as is  a ' b rother ' of his s tati oned in Lae as a 
soldier . 
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The firs or exodus occurred 195 8  when 75 indivi-
went 

Men 
Goroka o Most of  them worked at s aw mills 

of  all ages went and i t  is  the five or s ix 
there which account for 

of  men over 
lab ourers were recruited 

among the firs t work f or 
and both had gone to Kainantu 

wi th PWD and then on the 
the timber Kawelka 

continued to look in direc tion for work and in the 
1960s  men s till tended to travel in the Goroka direction : 

have record of  3 j obs there in 1964 , ano ther 5 the 
year and at least 11 were there for a 

while in 196 7  Two individuals have ted 
residence in the town and have married 

Few Kawelka have ever 
a area or  t own i tself.  

were as labourers 
f rom s ub clans now located in the 

19 7 1  

area i ts e lf ) 
the coffee or on 

as one travels  
eas twards . 
of  6 0  

, of  a group 
left to work on a 

Goroka has been mos t  in Kawelka 
It became a f or thos e work on the 
coas t .  It was from men who ha d been at 
Goroka that a or group of Kawelka up for c ontract 
work at Rabaul in 1959 . And of tho se who were in 
Goroka in 196 7 ,  three up for the coas t under the 

Labour Scheme as s oon as returned home . 
At the end of 7 another three flew from Goroka to 

the firs t  men travelled to the coas t as 
on the HLS and this con tinue d  to 

Kawelka learnt about the s cheme from 
s tories s ix recruits from tribe 
who had walked to Goroka in 195 3 e  the road 
and shown the way to those who followed .  
however , the number o f  hired for 
s lackened The late 1960s  19 70s s aw renewed 
intere s t  Table 2 5 )  several Kawe lka men 
have had more than one work at I have no 
record of workers sent to the up for 
a second contract one or two have done this 
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In a third of the case s , re turned 
have taken up other j obs , and in more than half the c ontract 
was no t the firs t j ob which the had done . 

Tab le 2 5 

Contract No . men Location Job S till on 
year coas t 

195 6  1 Rabaul Plantation 0 
11 Rab aul P lantation 0 

196 1  
4 {l Moresby P lantation 1 

3 Rabaul P lantation 0 
196 5  2 Moresby P lantation 0 
196 7  4 {l Madang Plantation 1 

3 Mores by Plantation 3 
196 9  

9 {5 Rabaul Plantation 0 
4 Moresby P lantation 4 

19 70  4 Rabaul P lantation 4 
19 7 1  6 Rabaul Plantation 6 

-

41 19 

We s ee tha t afte r  196 1  the number of agreement workers 
, but p i cks up between 1967-69 . There have been 

more contracts made b e tween 196 7- 7 1  ( a  t otal of 
than in the whole of the 195 6-66 The 

o£f after 196 1  would s eem t o  the overall 
obtained by the Department of for the former 

Mount Hagen S ub-Dis tric t . In the early 1960s a 
number of men from the s ub-dis trict  entere d  the s cheme , 

the excep tion of the Jimi are a; this falls off  from 
By contras t with other of the high lands 

I am to the Dep artment of  Labour for me 
acce s s  to their files on the Highland Labour S cheme .. 

2 These s tati s ti cs give data up t o  196 5  or 196 6 . Tamb ul 
. e .  Kaugel) show an increas e  at about this time , 

but information f rom all the other areas s ugges t a continuing 



4 7  

from the then ) S ub -
Dis tri ct were 
available and 
i t  looked as 

the workforce 
s tatis ti cs were 
decline even further . 

been 
connection 

Kawelka o r  is 
the new increase of HLS re cruits ? 
the nature of  has 

years almos t all contracts were 
of lads to Rabaul , this has continued  to so in s ome 

Of Kawelka sent to work in p lantations 
, since of the workers have 

their contract have run away to town . The 

s ame there . 
many 
p lantation 
the 

le 2 who are s ti ll in b roke their 
their way to the town turned into 

Information about tho se in 
s ugges ts at leas t two have done the 

So the motives f or up have altere d :  
admit that their intention was t o  leave the 

and seek urban emp , then 
workers are swollen 

Whi le the numbers from 
are small , 

t rib al groups  in Dei 
is confirme d  from o ther 

In who turn into 
of  the 19 s till on the 

a small tri ckle of peop le 
thus both 

' who raise their own fare , and tho se  
have their travel outs ide agency . 

of shoul d  not be over 
examp le o f  Central I t  is  not 

the case  that s ome Northern 
outside sour ces to obtain 

are force d  to up on 
to the coas t whi le the 

more Central 
tickets :  there are almos t 
unskilled 
have their 
whi ch 

Footnote 

can afford their own 
no  Central who leave in an 

mos t =:::.=.:�:::.:.:=. 
institution or 

, Mul 



Table 2 .. 6 

Year 
Location Ex- con tract Paid became own way 

196 2  1 0 
1 4 

1968  2 1 
? 196 8  1 0 

1969  4 1 
19 70  0 1 

? 19 Rabaul 2 1 
19 7 1  Rabaul 0 1 

11 

* Three o f  these had returned home 19 To tal on coas t 
was 25 : c ontract 8 ,  ex- contract 11 , 
from the s tart 6 .  

in 
Dei Council peop le 

themselves as in a b ackwater , their 
in the years lagge d 

behind Melpa (Hagen Coun cil) . The current 
average level of  cash income from coffee i s  p robab ly l ower 
for Kawelka than Elti , there wil l  be many 
individuals whose are as o r  
For a s ub s tan tial number , income f rom coffee p robab ly 

the amount E lti earn on the tea and p otato farms . 
rather than als o in such work themselves , 

Kawelka have in the Wahgi 
( fo r  s ale to 

and to the wages p ai d  t o  
lab ourers on the es tates in another way: in 19 7 1  a small 

market was held on Kawelka near the 
every pay leas t three t rades tores 

have been b uilt in the 

Wi th more certain incomes from such enterp rises than 
existed  in the 1960s , there has been a sharp f all 
in peop le ' s  inte res t in either full  time or p art  
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at home 



Plate 3 Local 

P late 4 ..  His 

in front o f  his trades tore . 
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Like E lti , Kawelka tares and have 
a s uccession of 

is  
c ommunications 

there because it is too easy to 
men have b een to Lae from Yowaka 

to 
have 

is the account for 
kind 

Labour S cheme 
work . There has been little 

settlemen ts s uch as 

Lae has 
not to  f in d  work 

leas t twelve 
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1 
las t two years . )  The sugges ts that 
of travel f acilities means leads to an 
increase in and may have the reverse e ffect . 

of  both in 
' between 

s tatements of attitudes towards work I h eard among 
Kawelka in 19 71 mirror those voiced in 19 70 

the Elti . The main dif ference is that whereas E lti  of 
all ages seem to share consis tent , a 
number o f  the younger Kawelka men are s till eager to  
travel I shall not here in detail  the content of 
these attitudes in A . M .  S trathern , b ut 
sketch in to show how s imilar are to Elti  views . 

The firs t Kawelka exodus to Goroka is  des cribed 
been motivated a desire to obtain 
went : there was no one left at home � They all ran away to 

Each felt that he wan ted  to raise b ride-
wealth or add to his and 
was afraid to be left so many 

as that One modern 

a few of them went to Goroka twice . The others 
did not go They had had a lot of hard work 
and their she lls , b ut the shells 
had returned with were soon gone , 

felt b ad .  What had they worked for? They 
back shells at the time b ut now had 

We have met this  dis t inc tion be tween re turns in the form of  
a increase of wealth and inves tment ; loud laments 
are made nowadays over the of money . 
about the work are also  heard . One of the small group who 
had gone to Rabaul in 195 9  commented tha t  would never do 

-...w..-- work the labourers were j us t  
t hen , and had not known about 

from Wab ag 

con tracts for coastal work . The condi tions 
o f  contract lab our were s ummed up in the 

an s c laims on vehi cles , he may 
be ab le to a f ree ride . In 19 7 0  the p assenger 
fare to  Goroka was $6 , t o  Lae between $ 8  



I have 

An common factor whi ch 
is their outlook as 

the 
s o  serious 
e lsewhere . 

bo th tribes 

What can be  s aid 
Kawelka 
workers , Kawe lka men who 
all ages 
in their 

differen ces 

are as 
value o f  

the 

has 
of  

were of  
individuals 

The 

con trast with the chance 
with a response from 

We may con tras t Chimbu where land is 
a p roblem. all the young men Chimbu have 
volun teered at s ome time o r  other for contract labour on 
coas tal 19 72 



as well as young men . The ones who went on 
the coas t were between 19 and 29 . But ove r  

there to  

was a in age at which men 

ove r  
downward move has 
o ther of 

took up 
tended to be mere 
als o  tended to  

afte r  a matter o f  
conditions and poor 

l ab our has thus 
the A 

in the recrui ts 
Elti on the 
skilled · 

have more o r  less abandoned un
abroad . The men who seek casual work on 
sweet  es tates are drawn from a 

s wider age-range and include men 
as well as 

It is that different wil l  have 
di ffe rent views about work 
attitude towards is more 

of the olde r  men , so that 
money ceases to be attractive when alternative avenues 
towards are foun d  at home . Information from 
the Elti a o f  this 
kind is not very useful , s imilar 
all age-group s .  The s ame is true o f  I f  

an d  Koroba 
19 
2 

A 

: 33)  notes that the age of  
up f or the HLS from S inas ina  

s ince the introduction o f  cash 
very different is for  

istricts in  the Southern Highlands 

) : 
afte r  an s ign up 

a nume ri cal 
to  a 

level ; recruits now tend to be ...;...;;;;....;..;;...;;;..._;......;.;.;.;;.�..;;;;..;;._.....;....;;..;;....�------....;;.;.. 

recruits 
on average 

2 
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Kawelka seem 
should  

affect 

e lement in 
When 
25  
in  any serious way , 

o f  es tab lish 
If 

ties 
s ometimes 
I t  is  

even encourage 
when the year or  two 

to worry , 
maintain an exis 
can foresee that  

from 
farth er behind his 
among Kawelka 
Kawelka men s till 
the 

becaus e their 
wife 
lack 

away 
younger men who 

, the 

have 
away 

wed 
..., ...... ......... ..... ..., ili-

ob tain a wife o r  
or  because 

may de ter 
he falls 

hold 
among 

or  travel t o  
themselves to  

In both group s  i t  i s  
for a 

f ind thi s  

S ome reasons themselves Because of few 
e ducational young Kawe lka men have nei ther 

enter into the more lucrative semithe 
as the army 

seen many examp les of such 
s o .  Whatever the s corn which the 

the heads o f  those who go away as mere ���::.=. ' 
a few immediate examp les of alternative careers 

which I believe case deter the un-
skilled would-be had a less harsh 

than Elti contact , and 
of the kind which 

of the careers o f  s chool 
educated those with 
hand those  from the 

near are less to want 
as the S outhern than s chool from such 

or Gulf D�stricts.  



travel as 
do 

suf fe re d . While this does not 
s imil ar set  o f  views ab out 

lit t le 
travel 
are not 

whatever excitements attrib ute to urban life , and in 
have not b ecome bored them. In 

many o f  them are for adventure . 

These factors may exp lain Kawe lka s till travel 
to  E lt i  do not . But why s o  far  afield? The 
modern away from home does 
not go to Goroka o r  Lae .. 

town 
themselves as 
have little 

vis its  and would think of 

to  an 

and while may 
Lae , also feel 

o f  the 

may not be s o  int imidated as their Cen tral 
by the of abroad as 

labourers , but there would nevertheless s eem to be a 
connection between their f rom a which 

a very l ow value on unskilled 
desire to remove themselves from its constan t  inf luence . 

comp lain about the p ressure under 
from relatives who do come t o  visi t  them. 
j us t  finan cial p ress ures are involved here , 
these are mos t  talked about . The is that the 

shares many o f  the views at home 
towards The fact various 
choices have led to a t o  leave home does not mean 
such attitudes fail  to touch him at all . And even i f  the 
individual he is o ften t oo 

aware o f  
about h i s  cho i ce . 

home will b e  

attitudes 
as a short-term venture 

those with the inc lination to travel do not ,  
o f  out , this as 

b us iness at home 
later . What may happen is  that their 

abroad modify their chances  of  out 
the res olve to return ; is  



with 
at 

Added to this , one that in a number o f  cases 

5 7  

from kin a. certain amount o f  
s eems to of  the resen tment 

whi ch vis i tors , when s ometimes accorded In 
far afield the to remove himself 

from constant  reminders of the c laims which o thers have 
upon him and the values his 

We have s een that mos t  unskilled from Northern 
as young men go at the age at whi ch 

adventure is and commitments have not 
built up , and in a number of cases wi th a des i re to avoi d  

I turn t o  these factors in the 
to make here is that I do not 

it is necessary to have 
of s ome p ers ons when 

i t  holds few e conomi c or s oci al 
view is that 

Far from 
t o  demons trate that  these individuals do not share 
these values one can 
dilemma in whi ch the 
in town from a 
b ack at home will be 

In summary the mos t  
in is the overall 

that in cases the 
finds hims elf after a few years 

awareness o f  peop le 

skilled level This is as a dire ct respon s e  to 
at titudes and values  which would s eem t o  be to  the 

1 

are founded on certain about 
abroad and home-based bus ines s  

educational 
experiences whi ch differentiate 

s uch as Northern and Central , do not affect 
outlook , all the ab s olute numbers 

of age who seek unskilled  
There are , however s ome inter

areas o f  shortes t  contact and 
his tories have been mos t  favourab le s till 

have 
o f  unskilled The motives 

s omewhat over t ime , as has the 

Not all , b ut the ones who 
views o f  their kin have to  

care ab out the 
as a deliberate 

s tance , that 
not care . 

j � themselves that do 



are 
b i tterness 

many Central 
from the attitudes of Northern 

mis take to ass ume that no p ressure exi s ts 

should not 
an overall 

whi ch 
accounted f or 

o f  

Rather than there 
away from Northern 

case that the p ress ures 
and the attractions o f  the urban 

The who 

as a 
j us t  o f  

age 
the p ress ures whi ch many o f  their 

at home do not leave them untouched 





The HLS which in the and 
in the hinterlan d  als o , in the 

recruits  to work as unskilled labourers in the town itself . 
Towards the end o f  this decade the firs t men to f ind 
work for themselves in A group of five 
Central went to Goroka in After a at the 
s awmill , three of  them became servants and learnt the b as i c  
skills of  ( '  ' , domestic work) . Gor oka was 
then the centre f or recruits ; a group o f  

labourers the re fired them with tales  o f  
Port , they heard , with many 
whi te of  work . Two o f  the men , 

t i ckets to the coas t £6-10) ; the third returned 
and found his way to Moresby later . At the town 

, a Finschhaf en driver for Burns befri ended the 
and took them to the BP ' s  Here were s ome men 

from the borders of  whose dialect could under-
s tand a lit t le . S oon after a group 
workers from the Central and Wes tern areas turned up 

work in town one E lti  man) and the at 
once went to s ee them. Both men have been in 
then and others speak of them as the ' fathe rs ' o f  
workers . were the firs t  ' independent 

For s everal years the number of  non-agreement 
in the town was low .  Adrian , the firs t  Kawelka 

from a at , in 196 2 , s ays  he 
f ive in the town then 

to have s t arted a with the 
overseer had to  b e  up s o  in 

and although he was within two months o f  
his ran away in the company of  a 

walked t o  a car till 
the what is now town limits . There 
was no one in the t own whom he knew already and he at 
the Koki transi t  camp for contract workers . Later he made 
the of the Central men .  

my enumeration there mus t have been o thers . 
few in the 

in with 
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among the f i rs t  t o  g o  to  
from 

from Northern 
North ern 

C entral and Wes tern 
More of  the 

later ones , s o  
is also more mob i le . Newcomers may 

leave after a few mon ths ; more men who have 
been in town for less than five years return than those who 

than five years . The 
of  the town attra cted p ersons 

commi tted to  the ways of  the ' 

who came in 

---
than the � who have 

It  

it  was a ' 

a 
not  j us t  that 

, b ut those 
p lace ' 

have s omething of  a 

S ome o f  these are detai led in the 
tabulations 

Tab le 3 . 1 s ome idea of  the numbers o f  
workers i n  t ime . The divi sions 

to those in Tab le 1 . 2 .  In the few cases where an 
switched f rom one to the o ther category he app ears 

in the relevant as a member of  the first .  For each 
each individual known to  have been in the 

town at s ome then is  cotm.ted . The year 19 7 1  includes 
all  those  known t o  have been in s ometime that 
year . The are es timate s , and the fur ther back 
in time the more sus cep tib le t o  errors of  under-enumeration . 

' 
o f  either Northern or Western 

these 
the Nebilyer 

is twice that 



at a 
N .. M..  W . M .  
individuals in the 

5 5 , N .M .  , 

Tab le 3 1 

can be 
1 . 3 with Tab le 3 . 1 .  The 

time ; 
3 . 1 accounts for 

that y ear 

increase in the number of , with 
j ump  from late 

S ome incidental information , that there 
off at the end o f  the 

all clas s es B ,  numbered 85 
six months later , with s ome 

arrivals the rose 
the next two years , however ,  a 



out of my 
arrivals 

The total number of  individuals from these three 
o f  whose p resence in I have record is about 

6 3  

For  , s ome 7 6  per cent , the date o f  arrival 
in the town is known . This  i s  s e t  out in Table  3 . 2  whi ch 

the numbers 
and o thers 

each year 

Tab le 3 2 

Central Northern Wes tern 
A B C A B , C  A B , C  

2 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 1 0 
4 2 0 0 0 0 
0 2 0 1 0 2 
4 2 0 1 2 2 

196 1  0 1 0 2 0 0 
19 6 2  0 0 0 6 0 5 
196 3  0 1 0 7 0 0 

5 0 1 3 1 2 
196 5  8 ?11 0 13 1 5 

20 0 3 4 2 3 
4 4 0 2 0  4 2 

196 8  4 2 0 4 0 1 
2 2 1 12 0 1 

19 7 6 1 2 10 
19 7 1  10 5 29 1 2 

n number o f  newcomers per year 

Those who bo th came and left within the 
do not  appear in these 

have 

Total Grand 
A c total 

2 0 2 
3 0 3 
4 2 6 
0 5 5 
6 5 11 
0 3 3 
0 11 11 
0 8 8 
7 5 12 
9 38  

2 5  7 32 
8 26  
4 7 
3 15 

10 35 
30 

2 p e rs ons in 19 71 in transit or  in the 



have been 

5 11 12+ Total 

information was had gone home 
19 had lived in Port 

their relations wi th home 

five years . The 
who have been 

3 .  i s  7 3  p er cent 
As the: years go 

will  
o r  not the 



65 

4 

11 12+ Total 

Returnees 12 1 2 5 8  

as in 3 

the choices fall 

not res trict  it  to  means of I t  i s  an emot ional and 
evaluative assessment of the p erson s s elf-reliance . I t  is 
relevant in In relation t o  
i ts e lf be  revealed at 

des ire to remain in town 
among those not attached 

the coas t The j ourney from 
to is here . 



Number of 
decisions 
of this ������������-....�������������--1 taken 

1 

PIR etc e  

0 
in 

1 

Finds oth er 
home 
anothe r 

1 
ob 2 

via Goroka , Lae 4 

b e j 10 

7 
0 

8 to 

0 

I 

S ome men made more 



6 7  

to an ins ti tution o r  otherwise under contract 
worth des crib these courses of action more 

1 
I t  is 

1 .  
his 

The who 
falls outside the s cope of my 

However 
return home 

worth that a p rop ortion who 
pay their own fares t o  

had been on contract 
2 Wes te rn  

later went t o  
- one 

to a 
and was 

f rom which he ran away the 
other used his cumulative wages from Rabaul a ticket .  
Of one group of 10 men who were 

2 ran 
the 8 

� o� 
contract . Three of  

their own fares to  
use their contract 

In one of these instances the fare was 
e lder b rother , who in wan ted 

to b rother and a sis ter ' s  husband 
in he took the younger man to assis t 

While at the the younger b roth er 
, s o  knew the town well 

escort . The elde r  b rother 
in to detain him - at home 

at that time a man 
and wi th four chi ldren , and owned an 
trades tore as well as coffee 
had many times vis ited Lae in the 

��� 

owned clansmen of his . In 
fares he 
with him gone 
his contacts would make his vis i t  worthwhile , he 
mus t have for he was 

j � t md 

l � 
can 
in town can 
emp 
2 

There were 

of the real issues , s ince contracts 
But a more desire to remain 
to those in non-contractual 

on 
in 19 7 1 .  



las ts 

contracts 
There is  

but it  

after 
rural t o  an urban 

urban one .. 

to  the urban 
obvious reason is 

means that 
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irksome or were intimidated 
areas with whom had 

workers from non
such discomforts may 

have the date of  b ut I have 
indicated that up on c ontract with the 
intention of 

In numerous instances the worker 
with a dollar or two in his 
o r  three weeks after six or twelve months -
but never with any the cumulated 

that  would have been 
Mos t of the odd cash he would be 
firs t car that  he 

1 

A des cribes  what 

When I was a lit t le many men went from home on 
contract and I wanted to go too but was turned away . 
Later I a contract to  go to Rab aul 
in Then I came home after two years and 
married . In I in a cafe in Hagen 
town and earned $ 15 but I had t o  work 
over the week-ends ,  p lace 
to • • .  and then his own 
and the , and 
s aid , 
S o  we came to 

in the 

down and go to 
I t  was hard work . 

a . m. we had to  
up - we  cried ! I t  was no  We knew of others 
(Tipuka men) in I sugges ted to my 

that we leave but did not want to . 
S o  I walked and walked as f ar as the river 
and 20c to be taken across .  afterwards 
I found a truck and to Four at 10 p . m .  

One young lad told me how a clansman of theirs 
home on leave from L L•,· � �  .... , had fired the by his tales 
of  what a 
t o  b uy ·  .... .. L_.� .... 1-.� 

together 
and then go to 
Kawelka 
in the 
contract .. 
2 In the s uburb of  

the town was , how much money the re was 
all the of one settlement 

up and work for two months 
town . Thi s  was in 19 70 . The firs t 

p . 60 ) who ran away from a 
had finished 24 of  his 2 6  months ' 



I was - I did not know if I would the 
in the streets o r  then I heard 

s omeone I t  was Y 
I held his arm and I was all 

were 
see the 

that at week-ends 

HLS 
towns . 
would be  

life ab le 

I at home and heard s tories about the coas t ,  
I like to these 

sent me 
but we 
- we landed in the of  a vas t 

bush ' And I wanted to come to s ee the town , 
and here I was s tuck in a I was 
bored  and fed up - I ran away . 

to 

The One man, after  
in Rabaul and near 

ticket to - b ut f ound 
He h as been 

s ince 

Those who 
them in the army o r  

f o rce are more to terminate their 
themselves and turn to  another j ob in 

their s ervice Those  who 
tend ei ther to go home or to on 

of  at that j uncture . education 
is  an ) dismi ssal 

a ques t 
s ti ll within the town . 

o f  

1965  
educational had 

y ears , and ran 
home . , t o  his 

threat 
lef t .  

make him go b ack , 
to the Labour 

Here he was directed to work at  the 
, but when he was with the 
of reduced p ay for  not he 
His mother ' s  s is ter was married t o  a 

at that t ime s tationed at  

b ut 



and he j oin the 
Boman a 

He c laims 
and s o  he 

in the t own 
led to 

trans ferred to 
Dis trict  where 
and latrines On 

s tation 
clean up 

not ( a 
this  he felt his wages were 

So he decide d  to ' come 

Afte r  a of work and ano ther in j 

the army as too close to 
conditions and p ay he 
he s aw advertised in the 

wage s cale .. His 

the idea of  into  
force in 

f or a j ob 
o ffered a 

�� v � � � vu was s uccess ful . 

outside 
f rom there are 

includes those who are 
s ent  may s ti ll be 
at the s ame j ob , or who found ano ther one after 

7 1  

the firs t was finished Neb man , for  
was recruite d  Commission 

from the s chool class room and has been with them ever s ince 
Rather dif ferent is the o f  William from ·Central a .  
I t  illus trates the kinds o f  networks whi ch men from this 
area s ometimes have , and the 

William had a younger s i s ter to s oldie r  who 
was to Rabaul This  s ent talk that he 
would like to have his wife with him and William 
e s co rted her there He had no 
of he t o  me , had at  that 
time no inclination at all to go the coas t .  
for the fare t o  Rabaul he raised from coffee 
But once he was in Rabaul he decided he would like 
to and s o  f ound work His 

In very s imilar circums tances t o  the case referre d  t o  on 
p .. 3 6 .  F or an of s ee p . 36 
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then moved to the year and 
for William to go too . Wil liam later sent  money 
home for his own wife and children to j oin him in 
the t own .  

This 6 .  
of decide t o  

raise 
away from 

go on t o  

individuals who went home 

a wage and 
deci s ion b ut 
10 cas es o f  

three 
t o  and 

two or three t imes their  own 

b een as 
initial c ontact with the t own had 

rnnaways . )  

Of those in ( 6b ) , with no 
three had had no work exp erien ce of any kind .  
raised tradi tional f inancial me thods 

from But it  is  also 
the sum needed from 

upon ano ther to pay his 
fare to p ay the f are must 
reflect s ome income in the area from which 
the comes , he does not hims elf have t o  be able t o  
afford i t .  Too much s tres s  thus b e  laid on the 
s i ze of  the air fare . I t  i.s 

cards money to cover the amount 
Visi tors to the town are mos t  

fare from thei r  own res ource s , 
sums to sp end as well In any 

is  no bar , when alternative means of  
availab le ( s ee 

in 19 but of ten of 
fare in terms of the round sum. 
2 

Whereas the 4 
raised  the fare 

are not 

travel are 

those the 

coffee 
from kin 



is an account f rom a Northern i ........ �v = 

who had been on the verge of 

in 19 he and a 

a 
driven as far as Here 

' s  mother ' s  b ro ther who 
adminis tration o f fi ce them up . 

in a s to re ;  the 
�uu1µ au. � v· u  b ack to 

be 

three worked at the 

s 

For 
s tore , a He had heard from 

his own 
Goroka 

At home 
Mile ' and ' 

that was a whe re one 
of money and at f irst the 

to find a way to there . 
go alone . He found a driver from 
area who was also 

to take him to  Lae for 
in his 

a ticket from Lae to 

o f  ' Four 
Thes e  were the two 

in 

bus came he 
went as far as Four Mile . Here he found another 

man who 
clansman of s was 
took him to his house 

where a 
c lansman 

In one sense this is  a case o f  unintentional 
.. 3 

like that . had never intended to leave s chool 

Clan or t ribal 
names . 

appears as 

2 S everal 
3 

Islanders 

and Kawelka men work at 

of how Pitcairn 
notes ' A  f inal de cis ion 

may b e  achieved a series o f  choice s  each 
leas t to  i t  • •  A p re-

to take cer tain action may not be reckoned 
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A t  the s ame time the driver ' s  offer to  show them the coas t 
had the two There was 

the money he earned in Goroka to 
b ut ,  s ays , once h e  had had a tas te of  

he wan ted  to  continue for a whi le , and to find 
work in an town . Several men , indeed ,  
their desire t o  g o  to as of an earlier 

' I  when I firs t lef t 
' s tations ' ,  

wanted to go b ack home 

One o r  two b etween Lae and 
, at less than 

this is a route more 
of the airfare But 

to be taken s omeone who 
feels he mus t home at any cos t ,  rathe r  than one 

on urban 

I t  is not themse lves in 
a dif ferent location 
about at  home a young Kawelka man 
had gone to Goroka with no mor e  skills than the rudiments 
of His wife j oined him there . 

S oon after that a two men from 
also found 

their way to Goroka . There were several emp 
there and S imon listened to  their s tories 

L·.s.a. �a.u� , and very much wanted to go . He decided he 
would see over the Christmas vacation and 

f o r  his wife to go back to But his 
upon him not t o  think about 

One of them had worked in 
told us it  was a 

and he excited us , s o  that  we wanted to see the 
There was of work 

of  money, he s aid ' The decision was taken on the 
spur of the moment i t  was too late for  S imon to  
with draw the money he  had  in  his ( , s o  
he borrowed from his His first h ad 

Foo tnote 3 
reason 

const itute an uncons cious 
s o , but the may 

one .. .  

related to 
.. that 

o f f  

model whi ch underlies a series of  
different ends • • •  It  

indivi duals may 
o f  



The influence of  
was 
he assis ted a 
wi th whom he had 
threatened to r un away 

says he had 
, b ut his 

to the 
( the 
left 

not s o  

t o  the t owrt ; 
those who 

workers in the town 
with 

75  

The re 

occas ional 
o f  vis i tor 
Several 

a 
This  is 

of their 



their vis i t ,  tart  
in the town 

for and take up residence 

8 .  

came to 
had been 

a 
Lae , 

as Ben had a license a 
consi derab le amount of money and had been tmde r  the 

that b rothers o f  his in 
be  ab le to the b alance he 

did not turn out as 
series o f  troub les , bo th 

funds in 
vis it s i x  
the whole of  never 
to find work not 
the other hand , Ben who was 
fotmd it much easier to 
He also made 
When Alan would be 
clansman ' s  house 

up in the 
be 

home asp 
circums tances 

s tart out from 
town but 
their aim. 

t in s 
emp 

j ob s  and 
money ; others 

' 
return home . 

, ei ther hopin g  for 
idea in f avour of 

me ans of 

I am here to the at whi ch the 
decisi on to  remain in town i s  forme d .  S uch a pers on did not 
intend to leave home and find as other do , 
but once away f rom home decides to remain away . His cas e  
is dif ferent from the one who intends to find  work ab road 
but j us ti fies his 
a b roth er or s ome 
different from the man who 
fails to do s o  and returns home 
the to s ee what it  was like . 

2 Those who are carried o thers : the 

vis i t  
and 
but 



The 

years 
were introduced 
turned to cash 
economic  threat 

situation may well 
1950 s , when men of 

A J S 

increase 
over recent 

7 7  

a wage abroad 
older men have 

comb at the new 
also 

This 

of  

of ' little 
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Harris 's 

of  local leaders 
at the end of 

threatened 
he p ours s 

money abroad 
19 the 

truck 
the 

home 

who 

i f  older are not with younger men ,  
i t  is  nevertheless  true that to 

better  their economic 
des cribe themselves as 
and wealth in the town . 
money in 
Others s ay 

hard as at 

and 
j us t  

o f  

in s ome dramati c way . 
been lured of j ob s  
say that heard there was 

see if this was the cas e . 
to  go to the coas thi s  a 

S ome heard work was not  s o  

o r  ass ert that were used to 
wante d  to return to this environment .  
belief that a source of money was found 
in the 19 71 Northern who 
emb raced  the town in their activities This was 
a cult whi ch 
modes t  inves tmen ts 
among the chi ef 
returned to  

who had 

adherents enormous sums in return for 
The group who vis i te d  the were 

a woman 
to have been in touch wi th 

them with fur ther cult ins tructions 
woman s nature half-

a s um  o f  cash 



The belief 
sub s tan tial amounts  of money 

is one which 

Examine the 

as es tab lished 

them out 

relevant , b ut was it a motive 
when he firs t 

o f  local j obs  

three 

..11..- o::> l.JL'C .Jl.. .Jl.. O '  

there because there was no 
from work ,  and went on Kainan tu .  He left 
his j ob with PWD because an and 
then s truck out his own he other 
men decided to  wash 
He claims to have earned money from his own 

for two years before t o  
at  the news o f  the death of  a 

When he heard recruiters 
to emb ark on contract , 

up , 
he and several clansmen at the s ame 
s aved their money had collecte d  

the end of their time But the 
week were due to  
S o  he home with 
for him in He 

the money was s tolen .  
but what was 

whi ch went towards his b ri dewealth . 
f ol lowed another c ontract 

relative coolness 
He was at home f or 
to go to coast 

casual labour at a local 
fare , and his own 
a li ttle left over from his 

go to 

, and 
food 

rai se the 
s till  

work. He 
had heard that 

and ther e  many 
was of the wages 



- £15 or £ 10 a - ' But we hold 
on to our money; we drink , eat and money j us t  
runs away ' . 

' s  ac count is s and uncriti 
decisions The thef t  whi ch robbed  him of 
did not deter work He found 

What he does criti cise  are 
j obs  he considers he was ill-
was a man , generous wi th 

wages and rations , but mean at off  work when 
fell s i ck he did not like the conditions on his PWD 

j ob , because he  had to wear issue clothes ; and he 
it was the who cheated them their 

at the the money been t in 
the offices  .. He a ls o that the overall 

wages fo·r con tract labour were 
had to so much on their 
were left with p oo r  p ay ;  

he have n o  criticism. In 

and s o  the workers 

for a while he left his firs t j ob after an open 
quarre l with an overs eer about a task he was se t to  do . 

s criticisms thus f all on the treatment he receives 
at the hands o f  b ut there is no diffidence about 
the fact he to seek the in 

firs t In to the firs t  contract he 
' I  didn ' t tell  my relatives ; 

I shall do what I want ' .  
made h e  recalls 
don '  b os s  me . 
hims elf as a and s ti ll s tres ses the 

he this  
accounts for  some of  the 
finds town life i tself 

in his accoun t .  He 

We may note that money earned from an contract went 
a b ridewealth . The amount he contributed 

a fraction of  the total his clansmen 
woul d  have or his father to raise ; nevertheless 
it have made at 
home . In no way , as an 

threat t o  his elders 
the items for he  was values , 

i f  he had come home with almos t his kinsmen 
have raised b ridewealth for him . He 

that was all . For a 
is  not to  his  own 
b ri dewealth not demand that a 
returnee ' s  b ridewealth be more because he h as had the 



and other 
in 
or 
wealths traditional 

like any 
relatives 11 i t  rather 
himself who is the chief transacto r .  The amount he 
home is for more than mino r  

81 

trades and f ar from 

Other elements in 

he  

bus inessmen., 

' s  account  are worth comment . 
his into  b ri de-

action ,  at his 
he asserted He was 

when he left And his 
any means be  s aid to  have been 

home oriented  - with to his rural s tatus . If  
there was any focus , it  was on the life of 
which he app ears to  have And 

is cas t into  terms money , he  
that money is as fas t as it 

such was not s o  
out a of  work on the 

des ire to  take up once more life on the 
---

o f  life as much as its economic rewards 

about their  

in 
as a 

s tatus mus t 
motives 

u = u u _L� ' s recollection o f  their 
to  town and amomits to a b i as which is 

diffe rent is  the account  
Francis who arrived in the s ame 

year as 

Francis had worked at  a local coffee 
but soon became tire d  and returne d  

home .. He then visited a clansman 

to work 
so I decide d  to 
when he went 
his friend . 

to the 

- to f ind  himself 
' I  hadn ' t intended 

came and s aw me 
his wage s , and 

s aid he had j us t  been 
s imilar 

car ride 
f o r  the 

of lads from 
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t ribe who told them were there to  s ign 
up a con tract and go to the coas t .  In the end 
after much deb ate his who was more eager 
than s aid , ' Let ' s  it then ! ' , and Fran cis 

at the ort compound for 
their p lane .. Francis was 

, like a p risoner ' s , to  
on only while they 

He had with him one p ai r  of 
trous ers , the shir t he was wearin g  and a second 
shirt  h e  had bought in the town . ' I  had only gone 

about the town a b i t  and then I fotmd 
all set to go to  work ! ' His compani on who 

had b een so  eager to go to Moresby was seconded 
elsewhere . When he was in Moresby [after having 

1 
left the Francis wrote to his sponso r  
a t  home to  let him know what had happened ,  and his 
sponsor wrote back he was a ' humbug ' .  

At the Fran cis was made a 
of  the role book as he could read and write Pidgin . 

there were eight men .  Only one 
his Within a few 

months four run away 
to the town. t o  s top them, 
but they did not lis ten to him. The news filtered  
back that they had  got  to Moresby success fully and 
in the end Francis then ! They have 
all gone - we had better go too . ' .  He took two 
of  the three men and a Central Melpa 
worker who had been at the p lantation only a 
coup le o f  months . He himself had been there a 
total  of  about ten months . He had $ 10 with him 
which he had won at a game . 

In his account Francis repres en ts three employment 
decisions as beyond his control : he was forced int o  work 
by a manager when he had intended  only a vis i t  
to a he had not gone to town to p ut a con tract ,  
b ut was by his mates to j oin and the exodus 
to Moresby was accep ting the inevi tab le . He cheerfully 
attributes  determination to his comp anions . I would  
surmise that in F rancis ' s  case considerable amb ivalence 

His own 
ma ternal kin . 

were dead and he was brought up by 



the nature o f  the work he 
to do his 
town shows , 
a modicum o f  education , Francis in 

in the 

the lack o f  e f fect ive cho ice before him. In order to 
cile his about the kinds o f  j obs  he held 
account - which I not in ful l  - includes 

remarks about manual his involvement in 
them he makes it appear as the choices never were his. 

Francis is not the to that arrival 
in was the end result o f  a series of trivial c ircum-
s t ances . At least in the , a number o f  
s t re s s  the and adventitious elements in their 
movements , on the circumst ances of  the j ourney 
rather than their own motive s . As a s tate of mind it i s  

characteristic o f  a s  who 
notions and have the 

like with their t ime . 
who knows he wants to go to the coast 
initiative ; but there is another kind 
cherished the who feels  free 
constraints to a casual whim. 

too , 
social 

Francis has been dis satisfied  with s ome o f  his 
j obs , like he hims el f  - at leas t for the 

- as connni t ted to the urban o f  life . He 
maintains contact with messages and 

oth ers there , but these do li ttle more 
than keep the channels of  connnunication open .  Like many 

, he cannot to p ' s  for  cash 
on a s cale which would make a dramati c 

, if  we consider thos e  up 
contact with their relatives more whos e  
intentions to return are more innnedi ate , their 
economic motives for to town may app ear more , not 
less , 

For we should not take ' s  ' economic ' reason s  for  
u � ��·�L·'� work at face value . Given the 

at home hold about , the pers on who 
s ays he  came to to f ind money is in fact excus ing 
himself . He knows how his decis ion is family 

After s everal menial j obs which 
found more work with a 
an office 



He also that i t  is  to 
if  

in a sense , in is  
an avenue to money 

alternative , i f  a 
are made , 
to t ravel money 

veneer of  on his  venture and 
enables him to attribute to condi tions in the town 
his control the fact that these intentions could 
not be c arried out . s uch as ' I  came to 

s imp as an to make money ' cannot be 
indication of economic motives . I t  also may have the 

It  is  

has on 

to recall the overall low level of  out-
The e ffect which of  Hagen 

in all but p ersonal 
terms mourned f o r  by his 
close situation in the Gulf 
Dis trict  where a , h alf 
the ab le-bodied males , are abs ent  from home at any one 
t ime 4��� �4& , about a of  the Orokaiva 

s ugges ts 
not as 

are away f rom the but Baxter 
that the rate  of  abs en teeism from the 

little direct hardship 
He also notes  that in many ways 

absence 
upon return : 

of  a man in the 
in introduced activi ties is 

upon external 
a o f  

s ucce s s ful attainment o f  
accep ted older 
harm and may even have 

it can introduce to the 

This is not to s ay 
as necess ary t o  the 

males , but it  is  
that ab sence does no 

the wealth and 

the excep tional man could return home with 
an ' enhanced s tatus ' , unless he had lef t  

skilled and with e ducational 
make a contras t between 

Sia on the Vitiaz S traits . In 
Sia men were absen t  from the village 

See also A . M .  S trathern d . ) . 



Far f rom 
home to  b e t ter 

few 

85  

wage-
£ or their 

home s tatus 

A or surp as s  the average 
worker ' s  in cash 

the returns from wage lab our 
are realized more , with less  effort , and 
wi thout the risk of  s ocial cos ts . Cash 

labour 

becomes the favoured alte rn ative i f  
with p lantation lab our . 19 7 1 :  

could not b e  more dif ferent for 
the unskilled level is 
contrasted with cash 

A c omment to be made is that one 
the actions  of unskilled 

to the in a series 
are forced to 

l and press ures , o r  to s upp lement rural leave b ecause of  
incomes ., Thus 
con tribute to their 
case African 

A 

c lose 
s eek out a 

do not go t o  work t o  
' s  resources , a s  seems t o  be  

situations and 
for  

i s  of course no 
makes 

that 

out the town? 
of  

are to 
Lads go off to  ' find '  
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their mates - as in one case 
b roth er had not been among a from 

because 
added that 

in 19 7 1  
clan-mates are t o  b e  fotmd there . 

clan-mates are 
shall see there are few 

this  is 
once 

members of the imme di ate leave to  
abroad can make others res t less . In  one 

an e lder half-brother had been on contract to the 
on return hid whatever he had made , 

a yotmger b ro ther father b e came angry at 
this t reatment His reaction was to leave at once for the 
coas to go and ' find money ' for himself . But the 
kind of  childhood associations formed , the c lan 
is a more relevant unit here than the In 

and Kawelka tribes there are differences in the 
numbers of  in from clans . Thus 
while many clans have s everal men in o thers have 
more men in Rabaul ; while from others there has been little 

at all . Two should be noticed  Firs t , 
is  not a clans home do not to 

exc lusive and associate with 
friends from relate d  group s  as well . 

--···- -- , , there does not seem to  be any obvious correlation 
between the clans the whi ch send many 

s o  on 
Marked 

and factors such as 
come alike f rom rich 

in the number o f  
to be linked 

The link is  not a direct one one 
does not hear s t atements of deliberate inten t  to avoi d  
enemies or j oin up allies for local s cale on 
which these c lus are relevant at home in the 
town context in the face of con frontations and 

Rather i t  may have t o  do wi th the 
as in so many , are 

to differentiate themselves f rom one another .  One has to 
that are sensi tive to s uch 

have a of des tination 
choices  o thers of their clan have made 

Because doe s  lit t le for home s t atus when 
asked came to men tend to reas ons to 
do with the town . ( ' I  came to f ind money ' ' I  heard i t  was 



an ' )  rather than with home .. In a number 
cases I would take s uch ' reas ons • 

movemen ts which were not motivated 
than a desire to tas te 
o f  
s ay , 

this has to  mo.ti ves .  
I t  has to do with the f reedom which oy in 
able to  follow their  - i f  the circums tances arise  

are able to act out  the of  wishes 
inclilation to - and with the fact that 

are also in life at whi ch s ome of 
this f reedom will 

An 
about half the 

Table 3 6 

Married to 
Never 

married 

16 

Wife in 
P or t  

4 

Wife at 

4 

the fact that 

wife Married to 
wife 

Wife Wife in 
P ort  

6 l* 

* The husband of this  woman app ears twice : he also had a 
.u.a.�c:u. wife now 

Two of  the divorced wives had left before their husbands 
; the divorces o f  the 

the husband ' s  absence 
has 

Lit t le h as been s aid ab out women in the town ; a 

Cen tral 

dis cussion of  and t own wives can be  f ound in 
sections o f  5 ,  6 and 8 
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, although four have children at  home , a 
fifth had a child by a wife who has now left him .  

S ome migrants 
home in terms of 

their immediate motive in 
prosp ects . 

from lab ouring at Rab aul he 
months .

3 
' And all  the 

o ther young men were with the 
and I was fed up with all that s tuff and ran away . 
I did not want to rub noses of  the actions o f  

with the 

in terms of es cap e is not uncommon . The usual 
that the man ' s  relatives were anxious to push him 

, and he felt too young for  s uch a s tep , s o  
' ran away ' t o  avoid i t .  Marriages are for youths 
in their adolescence f rom as young as sixteen o r  s o  i f  

are the s ons of  b ig-men - and almos t a l l  men have 
married their firs t wife by the age of 25 . The age group 
of from 16-2 5 ,  then , is  the one for which 
are actively by their senior kin . 

These proportions may be  to those for all 
migrants from Kawelka and Tipuka tribes in Moresby . By 
comparis on wi th the figures for general migrants , a 

of these Northern Melpa migrants have never 
married (nearer three-quarters than half)  and of those wi th 
wives , a smaller p ercentage ( 2 1  per cent as opp osed to 
27  per cent)  have wives with them in Moresby . 

The marital s tatus  o f  the Tipuka-Kawelka migrants in 
197 1  was as follows . had never marrie d .  Of 
those Hagen women married to the , two were in 

, four at home and s even d ivorced . The migrant 
married to a non-Hagen woman had his wife in More sby . 

2 
S ee p . 7 5  .. 

courting ; for an a ccount o f  the intimacies 
A . M. and A . J .  S trathern ( 19 72 : 38-9) . 



The desire to es cape from home at this s 
life is  related to several factors the 
s ituation . 

of  
f or them are 
there of  ten seems to be 
who at the 
kin force them into in 
resentment does not s eem to 

so  much as to 
to choi ce o f  

to  marry at alL 

Ndika ' I  was at home in 
married me a wife from M .  And I 

had no des ire t o  marry and I lef t  her and went to  
Goroka • • •  I never then I came to 

This  mus t to s ome extent be connected with the thir d  
that is  end of  I t  is not 
till after his s ome years , that 

af f ines are 

to 
s tart 

work in the 
in his s hands , is  in 

89  

' s  new roles . Even when an actual 
the imminence of the 

trans ition may cause 

B rian 

as a 
o r  o th ers  
mindedness .. 

realis ation that he no 
o f  a child , that he mus t s tand on 

' Small children are looked after well and 

one , 
This 

themselves wi th their 
will s ay of their 

, or  of their s 
think that their 

are one But then 

' )  is s e lf
alternative 

were not taken to the 
at home , ; b ut 

the fact that s uch 
choi ce 
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later other children come along and wives are ob tained 
for the older sons , and the older boys are told : "You 
go and build yourself a house ; go and make your own 
garden - you are grown up now! " And when my p aren ts 
told me I was old enough to be on my own , and should 
build my own hous el , I was angry . ' 

The speaker gave this as one of  the reas ons why he left 
home . Comp onents o f  the s ame attitude mus t be found in the 
oft-rep eated s tatements of independence : ' I  came to Moresby 
by my own wish ( laik b ilong mi) ' .  In the town migran ts 
adop t the s tance of indep endent-mindedness mos t  conspicuous ly 
in relation to emp loyment and their s tanding wi th emp loyers 
( see Chap ter 4) . The s ame attitude is echoed when they 
look back on leaving home . For in many cas es (not all) 
their departure is ei ther against the expressed wishes o f  
their parents and other kin or , be caus e dis approval is 
expecte d ,  kept s ecret f rom them. Migration is seen as a 
definite act of withdrawal .  

But resentment over marriage can influence the migran t 
in an oppos ite way . 

Brian gave as one of the reasons why he would not 
hurry back home now he was in Moresby the fact that 
parents deceive one in p romising to obtain a wife . 
' They p retend to have their chi ld ren ' s  interes ts 
at heart and s ing out for us to come home ; they 
p romise to buy us wives . But in actuality they 
don ' t think of their offspring - they only think 
of moka ( ceremonial exchange) .  I have heard that 
my fathe r will soon make moka and he wil l  us e my 
pigs , 2 and of course they won ' t  really b e  ab le to  
get  me a wife . S o  I am angry . All right , they 
don ' t think of me - I can s tay here and I shan ' t 
think of them. ' 

Brian comes f rom a polygynous family . He would sleep in 
the men ' s house with his father and brothers but boys 
sometimes build small hous es for o thers of their age group . 
Brian is rep orting what he  sees as a change of  attitude 
towards hims elf : in actuality he would never be f or ced  
to s leep and garden apart from his  parents . 
2 

Animals that would be put aside for his future bri de
wealth . The contradic t ions in migrants ' attitudes towards 
home are dis cus sed in A . M .  S trathern (n . d . ) .  
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Not many of the gave the fai lure of kinsmen to find 
them spouses as a direct reason for f rom home . But 
kinsmen may be  this i s  so ,  and themse lves in 
these terms 

The mother of to factors 
to his own motive . She s aid 

tha t when he was home he courted five and had 
sessions  with them all  and told his 

wanted to marry one of  them . But 
that all their had gone in , 
' Oh you did me a wife .. , I will go 
off  to the and he went off with not  a word 
to anyone . 

Whatever the truth in this case , the mother 
herself at their f ailure to find a wife for the s on ,  while 
the s on himself as away to  work to 

to marry .. 

at home in fact tend to attribute 
resentment or anger to the 

towards themselves more than the 
few cases did workers themselves a 

factor for their 

One low s tatus man returned home afte r  
s everal years work away . But h e  f ound it  difficult 
to re-es tab lish himself with no effective sponsor .  
His mother ' s  second husband gave him a hous e ,  s ome 

and some coffee trees but all his clans men 
����� with the older man for this . So 

the returned told them.  , you 
can tend these i f  that is what  you all 
want ! I shall go for a lit t le walk � ' 

I t  that  at  home should think about 
as s omeone with a , for i t  is  the 

s everance of ties that is  their minds . 

des cribes his in 
of  the sequence that were 

to  him. But his folks remember  
whi ch made him leave in  the firs t 

One recounted his father was a between 
S imon and his mother . The mother wante d  t o  s end  

See pp 



a female married of 
the return but S imon had other us es 
for i t ,  and over the animal while the 

s Then the mother hit 
him wi th a s ti ck on his forehead . He did not s ay 

more to his but told his father . 
' My mother does not look after me and I am 
off ' ' The father : ' I  am in the 
hous e  you built for me , what will I do when it  

? And this  who will 
a new one when lef t . 

the future whi ch 
, a minori 
the 

will  
exp lain that 

their 
in terms o f  

this kind are als o coloured 
by their  t own is  
attractive b e cause it  have , 
j us ti fied in and itself s us on 

Of the various circums tance s  
, the e lement of es cape  i s  

f rom the reasons themse lves 
oth er correlates unski lled ' s  
make him and not his leave? What ab out an 

s c lan affiliation?  Or his 
home achievements in terms of  cash crop s and traditional 
wealth such as ? , the youth o f  mos t 

means that withdraw from their  home milieu 
befo re crite ria of achievement b ecome relevant . 
The fact that a lad of has no coffee o r  
does not have a s ay in the dispos al of 
s tock s ays lit t le about his future p rosp ects , because this 
is the age at whi ch are s till to a large extent  free 
from the b urden of domestic  resp onsibilities , and are not 

to have ' achieve d '  much . The desire to see the 
world or to earn a wage for a while on the of  a 
youthful who absence from 

an old man , he was his 
on his s on .  In the future of course these 

would become realities 



way rules out the of his 
at a later in life . At the of  

9 3  

---

to do with wealth and .:::..:::.::::.!!::::::.. at home 
That many absences turn term ones i s  another 

matter If  the ' s  home for 
are eroded these are a result of the move away 
than the caus e .. 

Nevertheless there are men at a 
their s i tuation - those who have lost 

no close on whi ch to for 
of  life have p oorer than their  

wives 

those who 
or who had 

in the 
i t  b e comes 

s upp ort are not 
set  in till 
it  is as un-

s tart 
A . J .  S trath em 

remains his life 
s tatus .. 

and without affinal connections , he can 
never become ... ..... :;; ...!L ..., = ,  h e  may make 
a small name for if  he devotes time to  cash 

but i t  cannot  
factors were a 

to  find a 
men among in who were 

left home . This is not the case . The 
before their s tatus would be , as i t  were,  

This a ls o holds true f or 

cannot count  
eith er in 

or 

for 

has , 
s technical s tatus as an 
the clan group with whi ch he 

circums tances a man automatic 
his father ' s  from A claim 

makes him an ' ' o f  the clan 
But it  is also to become affiliated to other 



associates is  less relevant t o  his chances o f  
o r  achievement in than the pres ence or abs ence of  
an effective sponso r .  The sponsor is  most to  be a 
father but i t  can als o be other kinsmen such as a mother ' s  
broth er . An agnate whose father i s  the 
death of his only wife or who dies when the boy is  
mature may be  in as  weak a as a with no 
effective sponsor . who loses his sponsor 
as he himself le  age s till  look 
to father ' s  brothers or  o lder married sib who admit a 

in fact his agnatic s tatus may b e  an 
These men have other claims on thei r  

resources a s  their own families grow up . 

from c s tatus there i s  s ti l l  the ques tion of  
whether an individual has a sponsor o r  not . And here the 
s ame consideration holds as in the case of bisnis success 
or marriage achievement : that the migrant  withdraws himself 
before the ques tion of sponsorship is really put to the 
tes t .  But the withdrawal has dras tic e ffects on the 

' s  later chances . A migran t  whose are s ti ll 
alive can hope for more or les s  ass ured supp ort from them;  
claims on a sponsor other than one ' s  however ,  have 
t o  be cultivated ass iduous ly . At the t ime of leaving home 
the family situation of the migrant i s  not 
imp ortant . But when it  comes to the migrant  deciding to 
return from the town , t o  an even greater extent than 

or marriage considerations , what abs ence has done 
chances of  sponsorship wil l  be a weigh ty matter . 

short , the migrant ' s  home s tatus p rob ab ly has more 
direct effect on his choosing whether o r  not to remain away 
than on whether to go in the f i rs t  p lace .  Since his being 
away modif ies this s tatus , let us consider the three 
circums tances again in detai l . 

��� 

Opinions about what  a migran t  does t o  his 
prospects have already b een given in Chap ter 2 .  I t  

several years befo re the main cash crop ( is  
in  production after p lanting and i t  is  the time factor 
which p eople comment on . They are not s o  worried about 
land shortage ( though this  is a prob lem on the horizon)  as 
by the fac t  tha t the migrant who has not s tarted p lantin g  

Footnote (continued)  
clans , e . g .  through ties with a mothe r ' s  brother o r  a 
wife ' s  b rother ; here the p erson ' s link with the clan is 
not an one . 
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I t  i s  also 
to  inves t he will  

from home may make men 
the valuab les which 

aside f or their 
are obtained for  youn ger 

o ther claims on the 

, were 
come home 

contract in Rab aul . 
to ob tain his wife , with 

His sis te r  
the his 

moreover , to  use 
on a wife for him .  

the age at  which it  would 
wife fo r  kin at home 

to  them that his chances are 
to be t o  

Wealth is  n o t  hoarde d :  

s on will when his s on wishes to 
is  not there then he may cal l  on the 

in s ome other context when creditors are 
uv�Q�u le a returned 

to marry a married and divorced o r  widowed 
woman whose b ridewealth is  s l ower . But there 
is less that such a union will 

lucrative affinal contacts What is  certain is that 
once a man has a age it  be comes les s  and 
less that c lansmen wil l  be  in a t o  
him ob tain a wife n o t  many individuals would b e  ab le 
to raise the wealth themselves . 

De tails 
A., M. and 

) 

b ri dewealth transactions are in 
J S trathern ; A . M .  S trath ern ( 19 7 2 a :  
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Young men depend on c lansmen to  raise  
their f irs t wives and the requirements of  

brideweal th mean that however muih cash a returnee 
, he cannot bypass clan s upport . For the 

mobi lisation of this suppor t ,  he depends on a spons or 
from the senior generation . Sponsorship will also affect 
a man' s chances in ceremonial exchange and other enter

As long as he remains at home , it may not be 
relevant wheth er a boy ' s  sponsor is his father or s ome 
other relative . But if he goes away , the quest ion of 

s tatus can in be come crucial . 

When his sponso r  is  his father (or close father ' s  
, other agnates of his clan recognise diffuse 

towards the younger man, which are not 
overthrown by the migran t ' s  leaving home . He 

is s till a clan member afte r  all . But when a man is  
attached through a pers onal tie  examp le with his 
mother ' s  b ro ther) to a body of clansmen who do not 

s uch an obligation to the s ame exten t ,  then the 
cultivation of  this tie is  extremely imp ortan t ,  especially 
i f  the boy ' s  attachment has been recen t  ( in 
late rather than early childhood) . Exp ectations o f  s upp ort 
are contingent on the boy ' s  own behaviour (help in 
gardening , and so on) . S omeone who cultivates  such a 
connection and shows his is ' rewarded ' by s upp ort , 
o r  hopes to be ; someone who then removes hims el f  physically 
may find the tie repudiated . Certainly kinsmen are qui ck 
to use the rationale of the migrant ' s  abs ence to explain 
lukewarm on their  

I t  was s aid of one man now in  his  late  twenties who 
had been living with his mother ' s b rother as a 
member  of this man ' s clan group , but had then gone 
to take up work as the kagoboi of a Councillor from 
a neighb ouring c lan : ' If he had helped his b rothers 

. e .  members of his clan of  adop tion] at home , they 
would get him a wife . But he is mad ! He has left 
his b rothers and they won ' t  get him a wife  now . 
Who would know i f  this Councillor will ! ' . 

S ometimes an individual leaves his adopted clan because his 
s elf-s ty led ' brothers ' have in fact hitherto not rewarded 
him. This is among the motives of those who make changes 

Unless he marries a widow or divorcee . 



Migrants ' families at home Mel pa) 

chil dren .. 
has been to 

a recently 
youth . The young 
man wearing a fur 
headband and apron 
a not 
long b ack f rom a 

contract in Rabaul 



A . J .  S trathern 
feature much in the 

the 

now ab out 
clos e b rothers 
hims �lf to  any 

attributed 

from another s ection 
of  his own s ub-

' He is 
own He lef t  

He went o f f  t o  earn money that i s  
did not his b rothers ' .  

a case which attachment to a 
not involved lad was 

clansmen of his dead father 
can 

absen ce . I f  
on-agn.a{:e , he  i s  

These cases are taken from inf o rmation on the Kawe lka 
I tabulate the home circums tan ces  o f  

in 

We Table 7A that s ince the 
the f athe rs o f  at leas t s ix men have 

in 

s in ce become very while of  those whose sponso rs were 
o th er relatives , at least five of these can no 

be  counted The sponsors of all three men 
f rom f ather ' s  clan have los t interest  in 

of the who lef t  effective 
more than a third would f ind  a 

on return 

be about Table 3 . 7B .  
does not look after his own 

whom is mos t  accurate 

a 
, but 



Table 

situation 

the effe ctive 
sp onsor 

Not 

Father ' s  
c lan 

married 

Coffee and 

3 
5 

2 6  

wife divorced 

E f fective sp onsor 
is own father 

Effective sponsor 
other 3 

Ineffective sp ons or 2 
No 0 

14 

2 
4 
1 
0 

7 

99  

7 

at t ime when 

or other clan 

13 

2 
0 
0 

15 

3 
0 
0 

3 

Wife at 
home 

4 
0 
0 
0 

4 

1 

3 
0 
0 

4 

Total 

24 

10 
2 
3 

39 

Wife in 
Port 

1 
0 
0 
1* 

2 

Neither 

1 

2 
0 
3 

6 

Total 

14 
15 

4 
6 

39 

Total 

24  

10 
2 
3 

39 
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his will allocate him a token one as the 
nucleus of his b ridewealth �  and these are referred 
to in the cas e  of  unmarried men . In s ome ins tances ,  

cited p igs p reviously allocated which have since 
away ; in who had s e t  no pigs aside 

s ti l l  s ay that should the migrant return would 
s tart raising bridewealth . Unless a migrant has a wife at 
home , his mother cares for ' his ' animals . Coffee is 
recorded  i rrespective of amount In s ome ins tan ces 
the trees are not in ; in three the 
have been allowed to fall wild - ove rgrown by weeds and 

so that in effect the migrant  has no p roductive 
coffee . These were all men with coffee , and no pigs , 
s o  i f  are coun ted as having ' none ' the total here 
to twelve . Parents will tend and collec t the f rom 
coffee , unless the man has hims elf indicated s omeone else 
s uch as an e lder brother .  

The dis cus sion o f  the unskilled migrants ' home b ackground 
underlines the fact that  the gradual increase of  s emi
p ermanent migrant settlers f rom Hagen in Moresby has as 
much to do wi th Hagen town so ciety as with conditions b ack 
at home Firs t ,  desire to exp erience an urban s tyle of  
life  - however vaguely expressed  - s eems to be a recognisab le 
motive among thos e who seek out the town , or  return there 
after spells at home . Secondly , a migrant ' s  economic and 
social s tatus at home p lays its mos t  crucial role not at the 
point when the youth decides to leave b ut when the t ime comes 
of beginning to think about going back . The years he has 
spent in town are likely to have modi fied his posi tion : 
p rosp ects of  low s tatus are an effect rather than a cause 
of  migration .  

The mos t  s i gnificant difference b etween the backgrounds 
o f  skilled and unskilled migrants lies in education : skil led 
migrants often come f rom fami lies where the father has had 
s ome extensive employment exp eri ence hims elf and mos t  o f  the 
s ib lings are in the educational sys tem. Thus one Mokei man 
has three younger b rothers and a siste r  who are 
been to s chool and another b rother at a 
His father is a medical at the Mt 
His comments are worth recording : 

I don ' t send money home to my p arents . My f ather 
earns himself and besides they have p lenty o f  

��� 

in coffee - they are not short of money . I j us t  



P late 7 .  A mother mourns her abs ent s on 
in the now wild which he 

b efore he left e i2ht years ago 

P late 8 .  Mother o f  a recent 
small of coffee to sell , 
t rees her s on 

with a 
from 

l=h 
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money to the 
to f inish 

for 

wanted to  him 
, but couldn ' t get a 

11 think o f  
f rom s choo l. .  women 

Education leads to  certain recruitment 
of those who into the army o r  

o r  take up are recruited from 

One s enior Central recalled 
how he entered the force . He was at s chool  and 
there to a drive from the navy . 
He was called to  Manus for and left 
without the ( I ran away 

returned to s chool he was to Manus ' ) When he 
for  thi s  
o f f  t o  

his 

so  his  account 
force . Later h e  

the navy had been 

of the of a Central Melpa 
the army f rom s 

and then afte r  four years as a soldier in Moresby did not 
renew his contract but went into a commercial firm as a 

His f ather was looked 

as a driver for 
Of three b rothers 

one is  a 
is  s till  at s chool 

s co
t own and one 
the s choo lb oy 

sent s ub s tan tial s ums to  with money 
his his 

courses when in 
enough, he s ays that one 

lef t  the army was because 
h e  wan ted  to  transfer f rom Taurama b arracks , 

lies a few out side the town , t o  
b arracks in the town or  e ls e  to  

F or s ome detai ls o f  how are recruited see 
Ranson 
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one 
short 

on way 
o f  his , an 

Since mos t  of the 
we should ask 

come from Central 

answer woul d  be 
almo s t  a to 

educational s ' families . 
ass ump tion b ehind the ques tion i s  peop le are 

to p ursue their education other 
fami lies are also and are seen on 

and that who encourages encourage 
all his children this direction We are then not 
with a role b ut with ques tions of  influence 
One would need t o  what constituted an indivi-

s ' - with whom he was wi th whom he 
as so ciated at various of  his childhood and even 
when this was done one still would not be ab le to account  
for those s ituations in  whi ch someone outside the ' 
an un cle or 
the I 
educational 
the Central 

- exe rcised a influence over 
record my that the o f  

is  not uniform all o f  
the few unskilled 

from the Central area are 
very similar to those from areas s uch as 
That  is , these men come from families are involved in 
cash and who se members work ' at home ' ., On the 
whole the youn ger or elder bro thers 
o f  men who a skil led This  

mic ro-terms my 
that  the examp le 

uneducated men ., 

educational 
than encourages an 
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One or two key in the town are to be 
known to the new migran t .  Labourers who have caught 

the las t leg of  their j ourney from p lantations 
to be p ut down at Koki market .  A Tipuka o r  

Kawelka man arriving a t  the may ask ab out the 
Administrative College , whe re several Northern Melpa work ,  
o r  ' Four Mile ' , whi ch h e  has heard returned migrants 

of . The firs t action of  a newcomer is  
an attemp t  to  con tact other p eople from his  home area . 

working for the airlines may recognise a newcomer 
on the tarmac . At Koki there is  the chance that conver
sation among several new arrivals will  be overheard by 
ano ther highlander - s omeone from Chimbu p erhap s - who 

their sp eech and can direct them to their 
( comp atriots)  Indeed ,  for as long as they are in 
, Koki market will  remain a centre for information . 

Dismay may be  the fir s t  private reaction of  unskilled 
workers to the app earance of  a newcomer . Migran ts them
selves recount how their rela tives demande d :  ' Why have you 
come to thi s  p lace ? ' . The p oint of their grumb ling is not  

that the new arrival will  put a s train on their  
resource s , though this i s  of  it : it  includes an 
element of  chas tisement , whi ch i s  also p erhaps self
chastisement , directed to the insouciant  youth who has been 
deluded about the opportunities whi ch the town offers . 
This  is qui te sep arate from the personal welcome he will 
also receive as s omeone from home . Although a little 
depends on what day of  the week he arrives , a migran t ' s  
firs t few days in the town are likely to  meet his 
expec tations . Those closes t to his home area will take 
him drinking , and if  they have a car , he will  see 
the sea, the twelve-s torey bui lding , the hot els . I f  i t  is  
a week-end he may be taken out into the on a 

Apa rt f rom the heat and the s smells 

1 0 4  
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Koki 
cars , the smartness of  his friends ' turnout are 

that 
are 

� v � � � U M  with several 
of  his clan 

take 

firs t  

all f ormer 
He may in fac t  

in s uccession ,  
in this man 

The men 
the kind of 

among for  the n ew arriva l . This 
because he reminds them of  home towards which 

in any case should feel __;..�-
indeed much e as i er newcomer 
for s omeone who has had work and finds hims elf 
once he  has s t ar ted he i s  his own . The new 

will  share whatever food i s  cooked the 
house he and tinned meat , or at the week-

his hos ts will take him out 
Chines e o r  to 

drink beer . that mos t of  his friends have two 
o f  trousers and three or f our besides 

o ther and he may s ome clothes . Few would-
be-workers come wi th any b aggage of  their own . Several men 
may him odd items such as b ut as far as money 
is concerned a narrow circle of j us t  
one individual , will  make small a 

income to tide him his of ini tial un-
When he for s ome months or years 

later , contras t ,  a may be  held and the 
worker will receive s ub s tan ti al financial con trib utions 
towards his f are and his ' from a wide circle of  

I t  is  their links with home as  much as 
individual the donors are 

Mos t workers in town shave and who come 
o � � ��L& & work , when are not also t o  be 
beardless . Visi tors , on the o ther are 

their beards . Because of their imminent return home 
vis itors are 
tours and 

taken on more extensive 
generous s ums o f  money to  cover their 

There is no cle ar , as among S iane , of newcomers 
out s enior men ' or those who have ' fo cal rates ' 

and 19 



s ub sistence , as well  as a range o f  
will b e  an i tem. Unlike the 
visitor will 
his own . 

have 

often forms o f  the 
welcome and he will later show others I 
heard ' des ' of  the appearance of  
Vis i tors may be less inhibi ted in  their exclamations than 
workers the sea for firs t time 

her up cried out that 
was us t But whatever 
these are not of  ten 

are 
domestic  servant 
is hot and money 

The wage a pers on earns is a cons tant source of  comment 
S o  is  the ques tion of whether accommodation is 

wi th In both cases , the 

he is worth to his 
s tandard 

related  to his of what 
rather than to a 

shoul d  claim The fact that 
out of work 

abs tract c omment of the 
does re ceive more 
whi ch the cos t  of 

creates does to find means o f  
while s trike them as one of the ' lems ' 

of  town life , but the p rocess of  out j ob s  is often a 
di fficult one .  As one Central it ' There are 

and 
rise ' )  

The s 

Port and we t f ind  work 
about wages as s uch tend  to  be 

terms ( ' I  work from 7 a . m. to  6 p . m .  
been there three years and have never a 

f rom men wi th families in does one also 

look on it as a 
visitors who 

are taken up there 
As tonishment i s  

grease ' ,  the 
lack of hab i tation , 

at the , hard 
and rocky 
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hear s tatements such a s  How does my 
manage on this 

me to 

The houses up may b e  
j ref erred to in ' ( 
ins ub s tan tial is b lamed on 
the emp rather than on conditions or  

whos e  class Paul , a 
accommodation a small room with o r  
cons i s  of  wi th cardboard 
and b i ts of  , sai d :  

W e  aren ' t well ; we aren ' t fed well . I t  
i s  j us t  the �� he t think about 
his There is one lit t le house , a 

and full with Goroka and Chimbu 
men Sometime s  I 
sometimes among the b oxes in the 

bed  in this house , and i f  M 
lies there , then I outside 

then I the hous e .  

there and 
There i s  

s on ,  on a 
if  he 

Bitter comments may als o be made about the cavalier attitude 
of  who tolerate no  one b ut the worker in  the hous e  
he 

the 

Oh , the work and accommodation in all 
You whi temen are all 

t o  make s uch an We in 
___ s hous e , four or  f ive fellows will 

there - then the s ays , ' Piss-
And where to 

remarked upon but 
the moment .  When 

out of work are of  a j ob ,  
s train on their res ources will  b e  s tated 

in terms of how crowded  the house is . Whether a p ers on 
s ays 
or mumb les , 

to 
hab itation 

' I  have a house i s ,  p of  room) ' ,  
house is full  up ' ,  will on who is 
i t  rather than on the number of b odies in 

have different 

1 Accommod at ion to an emp 
2 notes that what cons ti tutes a ' problem' 

overcrowded is b ound to be 
a matter of cultural definition . But he als o 

out that in a ccep certain condi tions are often 
unaware of the op tions availab le to them. 



about the 

f rom men .. 
with food , may 

of their husbands ' 

Someone 
full wi th 

a friend and his house 
may be sarcas tic about the s i ze of 

the can f lare up between from 

There was a card game in p rogress at the ����-

tic ] of  a Wes tern man . 
number of Northern were there . A Wes tern 

worker , drunk , came up and kicked at the 
and shouted , ' Is this your house then [ t o  

the Northern and you are all in here 
cards ! ' .  The Northern answered b ack : 

t a house [ the tribe of the 
but the Kumndi of the 

the owner of the house hasn ' t  
There was a brief and a 
The result was that the 

and 

house 

Food is  ect treated Koki market , 
the main p roduce , is criticised 
for the odours as 

the smell of fish of cooked meat ; the p oo r  
and , by their s tandards , whi ch 

in turn leads to comments about the land 
around Moresby ; and the exorbi tant all foods tuffs 

in what is for swee t 
Unskilled never buy this , and 

two when p urchase other food -
greens , bananas for a occas ion . comp lain 
about to pay for their s ubsis tence in any cas e :  t o  

with money f o r  an i tem whi ch a t  home i s  

1 A of a hand with 
indicates ' forbidden 
2 For 1 1 , oca s ugarcane 
without flavour ; sweetcorn is  

a b i te on it ; a few 
be found , not those one at home 

and 
with 

varieties of b ananas are to  
would think worth marketing . 



available to  all sums the b asic drawbacks o f  their who le 
A word should be s aid on food Most s ti ck 

and which 

market  because 

It is that consumer are of a 
tradestores .. standard than those  availab le in 

Clo thes , blankets and u tens il s  are ' 
Visitors with the intent o f  

The would-be worker with vaguer 
who has been in town for some while will be les s  

the difference between what and the s tores 
at home sell than the differences between the s tores he 
c an and cannot afford to Mos t  workers , however , 

a value on the way dress  and their 
smart appearance the newcomer . 

The cos t of 
answer to my 
Cen tral clerk : 

end of  
cows or 
the town all one ' s  

in order 

A Wes tern driver 

We am a lot of money 
, whi ch is 

we live for f ree 
on our skins 

here we money on 
to wash or go to the 
doesn ' t  s on our skins 

much 

in almost  every 
town .  A 

the time one has to  
I t  is  all 

don ' t have t o  work 
then at the 

their  money on coffee 
at 
to  in 

used up 
At home 
and money 

But 
- even i f  we want 

, all the time ! Money 
here . 

feel cheate d ,  not as 
the tales with which 

their t own..  in 
this is a comment on the fact that the 
will  have left home with i deas formed the role cash 

in a rural s ubsistence economy : a s ource of wealth 
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which can be used for a whole range of  enter-
But he comes to town to find that there cash is 

necess ary for s ub s is tence i tself . 

We looked at the men who had returned 
told us what a p lace was . When 
come b ack wear dark dress themselves 
up , and we think tell  the truth . Now I have 

I think the town is  b ut the 
is bad - it is too hot ,  and we don ' t 

like i t . The town is  all but then we have 
no food We j us t  eat All our money 
goes on food and we 

I 
me with s ome money me 
s aid ' If you go then behave Find a 
litt le money and i t  b ack to  me . I don ' t know 
if  you will be sensib le o r  not ' We did not tell 
the women in case would cry • •  Men had told  us 
we would o f  money in the town . We 

i t  would be like a dream 
when I arrived  I fe lt  had 
told us for a lit t le work we would 
money and that it was a 
I had been t ricked when I s aw for • • •  I don ' t 
want to The work is all 

b ut it  [ the it is hard t o  
find f ood , t o  walk i t  i s  hard 
on money : am fed up . 

te rn 

For s ome these 
increase their  overt  lack 
and encourage a s t ance of 

who had come with his 

for another j ob .  
fortune h e  would be a fool 

the j ob .  

f acts about town life 
j obs  

The 
father ' s  admonitions had 

of 

of but in 

If I go  I shall not  return to Perhap s  
I shall find work in or go and my 
brother on his tea-block . coffee is hard 
work , b ut I have three - I don ' t know i f  

a t  home have looked after them. After I h ave 
been South I shall go s b ack 



to I find  the money 0 I '  find s ome 
in Australia too is  my own wish e  

S ometimes 

] can t grease me I can 
shall tell the when I want to go 

attachment to  a kind 
attracts 

a domestic  servant 
He s aid : 

to  
all 

in s ome ways , but in others i t  is  not . see the 
fish and the bete l  the and that is no 

I don t go about I look at the 
, their hous es and their  
But my are fas t on 

f ood here of 
and I have decided to s on the coas t 
have s aved a little money p go 

When I 

but I 11 s here firs t I shall s ti ck to my 
if he tran sfers to another I shall 

him. I have coffee 
will  look after them . in 

go with 
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A final characterisat ion is its violence . 
s ay it  is a ' b ad , at  week-ends 

when everyone is out in cars and drunk and 
accident s  ; that  are afraid to  be with s 
in walk around  with their mates from home , 
and do not their circle o f  

O f  the various noted here , those about 
money tend to be related to  reasons  for  

the town. For all his  criticisms , 
has been in many years , 

himse lf  as commi tted to the and has no intentions o f  
home . Indeed ,  the issue money is  mos t fundamental 

to the way unskilled formulate their 
The new arrival s ays he has come to make money ; after a 
while this turns into  a desire to s ave to  return 
home - not j us t  for the fare b ut to be t o  take b ack 

for the re i t  i s  the 

S ee pp 
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sums which makes 
more 

do so  

P os i tive s tatements  about the town are heard 
of their behaviour many individuals show a 

And 

, commitment t o  t own life . But when 
i t  comes to about it , tend to  be  off  

till decide t o  go , or  
like i t  well or have become addi cted to life . 

of  
��� 

This  does not contradict  my 
life is one of the which attracts 

Rather the lies in the 
ab out urban 

and values which 
I f  asked to formulate their 

can 

tend to be inarticulate , or else to talk 
o f  
as 

at home , and 
know visi tors and their kinsmen see 

This  lack of is the unskilled 
and uneducated .  Those career 
advancement do not 

on their lab ourer 
not understand  should want to  

come to 
their cof fee 

didn ' t  tend 
could 

be  money at 
2 

A y oung 
19 70 s ai d  

from Nor thern on a vis i t  in 
that he would ask the men in 

on o r  on s tone - an 
of rhetori c :  he meant (i )  that 
in ' b ad ' , even on 

Hill , with no s oi l , and 
no b as ic resources with which t o  raise 

hills 

no soil on which to  grow i s , es tab lish a 
and could others what 

earned was could never be 
On another occas ion he observed that the 

all on white men , were 
' servants ' )  their 

own names pres 



Mos t  s eem t o  f ind  work I f  
are without j ob s  for over s ix 
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this is have become as much a matter o f  
habit a s  o f  mis fo rtune Tab le 2 . 2 enumerated 16 7 
from Northern , Wes tern and Central in non-in s ti tutio-
nal With the exclus ion of in 

away from the town , I 
have information on held the 158 

Tab le 1 .  in Fourteen p er were 
at that time out of mirrored in I 

per Almo s t  who wanted to  
f ind work , a few would be These do 
not include vis i tors . Of the 14 at leas t 5 found casual 
j ob s  , from t ime t o  t ime . A number of  
men in j ob s  als o  take on cas ual work as an addi tion 
but this is  not recorded in Table 4 . 1 .  

The 
on how o f  domes tic  s ervan t  i s  
mos t common we may note the of this j ob 

the f ac t  that in as a whole emp in 
domes tic  service declined between and 1966 , and was 

this date to increas e 
19 70 16 ) 

�e 
and the b es t  rewarded 

is the mos t  p res 
It is the mos t  lucrative 

One 

, 

with s ome 
in the f orce or 
with deductions the 

this ; an army 
lessons  in the 

compare 
s alaries . 

army earn 
wage falls j us t  

Many 
a licen ce .  

who 
may earn four t imes his wage f rom his 

Drivers are outs 
lab ourers if we class 

' outs ide ' as a 
the roads , i s  the mos t  
j ob s  attached to  an 

s ame Off ice b oys and 
true of mos t  ski lled workers , are 

a s ense of the of their j ob 



1 

Table 4 . 1 

= persons in certain j obs ) 

Oc cupat ion Population o f  158 S ample of  30 

Domes tic s ervant 4 3  ( 2 7%) 9 ( 30%)  
Out of work 14 ( 9%)  3 ( 10%)  
Driver 12 4 
Gardener time) 10 2 
Gardeners ' foreman 1 0 

enter ' s  or builder ' s  
labourer 10 1 

Barman or wai ter 9 0 
C leaner 7 1 
Prisoner in j ail  7 1 
Cook ' s assis tant taurant 

or b akery) 6 2 
Hotel cook 1 0 
Ho tel emp loyee , general 2 0 

assistant ( untrained) 4 1 
various 3 2 

shop ass is tan t  4 1 
5 1 

Apprentice 2 1 
Fireman 1 1 
General labourer (PWD , e tc) 5 0 
Clerk 2 0 
Office b oy 2 0 

Other* 8 0 

158 30 

* Includes a b ank guard , a radio announcer,  an independent 
busines sman and his emp loyees , a doctor and engineer .  

fos tered by the emp loyment s tructure within which they f ind 
themse lves . Often this is not communicab le to o thers . The 
number of  people in j ail  should be  noted .  Some o f  the 

which S alisbury and S alisb ury ( 19 70 )  give for Siane 
migrants are worth comparison . Fifty-seven per cent of  
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Siane were in 196 7  manual l ab ourers (under 
25 per cent for fewer than 18 p er cent were domestic  
servants per cent f or 

are as 

out of work 
tho se cited 

areas . Those 
unskilled 

rates of skilled and semi-skilled workers from another 
settlemen t is recorded as 8 p er cent , of  Hula 

3 p er cent , and of Orokaiva 
5 per cen t .  

The wages of  pers ons 
to whether or not 
are enumerated in 

and de tails as 
with the j ob 

5 8  per workforce in 
- U ·� - � � � ; 70  p er cent 

The minimum urban wage for 
lab ourers at that t ime was $ 13 a raised 

in 19 70  19 70 : 32-33 ; Isaac 
About 65 per cent with j ob s  
2 6 )  earn a Nearly 

himself as not Mos t 
would like j us t  a litt le more than at 

or $ 18 think would b e  
would like , and s o  on) . 

do not often compare wages across j ob s  ( should 
domestic servants less than • • •  ' )  very much s ee 
themselves as the des ire for 

wages in terms the emp 
The hours of the worker are a chief cause of  

when the thinks he is not his 

These Siane were b ased on a total male pop ulation 
ins t i tuti onal workers . The l atter o f  

was not ,  I f  these are excluded 
the are raised or  s o .  



AccollDIDodation 
whether 

for  

5 0  

labourer 

2 0  

4 

0 
1 

1 

not 

4 

0 
0 
1 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

varies wi th 1 
overtime 

0 

gro s s  wage 
known.. When overtime 

average The 
inc ome may be 

or two of 

if he has work at 

deduction s  whe re these 
I an 

p erson ' s  main 
cas ua l  j obs  .. 

work for  one 
entitle d  

o r  on week-ends 

do 
not 

1 



actual be 

when 
a 

� � � � u  with tis ove rs eer 
hole in r ock-hard earth 

the 

well over 
From the 
recorded as 
will exclude p ersons in domestic  

' 
accommodation 
not all use i t  .. 

information 

For men who 
were availab le and 

less 
load s ome-

have 
' 

were married 

to 

found their own 

1 17 

e lsewhere , another 
a fri end ' s  house rather than 

to share 
full of  

Nevertheless whether 
a j ob is o ften a decisive factor in 
where he has any , such 
as up for a low wage . 

with 

are s catte red 

of c ourse have a 
settlements or homes teads are 
territories . there are 

a common at various 
there i s  no fo cal location . 

As 
and the 
varies 
to what is seen as 
lab ourers who live 

is  

o f  emp , 
semi-skilled j ob s  have access  

Unskil led 
and 

share the s ame house . In such circumstance 
about the dirt 

s i ck .  The one or two hous es made 
located on 
and at times 
domesti c servan ts 
a bedroom an open 

common s ... u..u .............. 

area which serves as a 
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This may or  may not have a of  ten 
are forced t o  cook over an fire . Acce s s  t o  the 

faciliti es of the ' s  hous e as ab le t o  
may be included  in ' s  es timation of  

of  some domestic  servants 
are snacks or meals from t ime to t ime , mos t  have to 
cook for themselves , as do o ther workers tho s e  
employed i n  b ranches of the One or two 

or otherwis e  have access  t o  the 
on the Commission ' s  es tates , 
b locks of  land at Morata has 

in j ob s  and in residence is b as ic to the way of  
life of many unskilled in where 
the worker finds a direct 
concomitan t  of 

This is what one man , James , 
called Kengeke , recalls of his work 
I came 1965 ] and worked in the 

who lived near the Administrative 
---

fir s t  came I for three weeks 
[wi thout work] , then this  came and f ound 
me , and he gave me $6 • I worked 
for two months ; then the was f inished . 2 

The gave me a letter of  recommendation . 
And went to  f ind work and made other 
gardens . I worked for three ____ ..... 
I in a compound Until work was f inished . 
I came to  the and worked the 

[ gang 

References to r ate of p ay and duration of  j ob were in 
response t o  my All es timates o f  time are n o  more 

over- and un de r
Kengeke is clan 
4 . 

than the roughes t b o th 
es timate . Money 
G in of 
2 

He was clearing land f or 
houses . The emp loyer would 

around the newly b uilt  
this as  a cas ual j ob .  



have 
And then I 
on o thers ] 
month as a ._ ____ .. 
Boroko China 

to 
houses , 
door to  
worked in  one 
me with a 

-----

here for a year , and 
Boroko Drive , and I went 

I drank beer and had a 
a 

and b i t  me, and 
owner came and hit me and 
j ai led fo r  three months . 

didn t about 
and tobacco , and looked a fter 
and returned to this 

---

at 

my work 
Then I 

worked 

I 

sent me food 
left j ai l  
with him 

another three months . I want a rise . 
I have been with you two years , more than two 
years ; you me an increase in my pay ! But 

s aid no . I with the 
me more p ay ! ' But he s aid 

---

him. I had s aved wi th the _____ _ she 
collected  this  from the bank 
to me . And 
and 
about two months . I contributed $ 

money 
car , 

the car for 
I gave 

119 

used more for  Chinese women emp loyers 
is used for Chinese men . 

2 
Note how neverthe less this j 

furnish the with bas i c  ski lls 
s uccess elsewhere 

was t o  
c ould use more 
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to Kukilike 1 He too wan ted t o  
car • • •  b ut later returned the He 
his car , but at  the time I had the cash in my 

didn t want to so I gave it 

I f ound work in town with a 
��- �  

as a domestic 
ten months 

Ivan and all the 
and a 

with him. I at Boroko with 
time I had to bus into town ; left the 
7 a m. and I hadn ' t  
me to come at 6 .  was 

And 

s ai d  there was one and I should come 
left for work themse lves And s everal 

times I would come at 7 . 30 or 8 a . m. and the mis i s  
crossed me A l l  the time she was angry with me , 
and she talked a lot , and I was fed up . When I 
had firs t the j ob I found with a 
Kukilike man, whose name I , 
who lived in the town S o  when I s tarted the work 
I was ab le to arrive on time . But after that he 
[ the man he left and I had to f ind  
a ccommodation e lsewher e .  I t wi th Ivan and 
I was late And the 
' I  am s i ck of all 

��-

I ' ll f ind s omeone f rom She was angry 
and me . The work was I t  was 
a small house and of ten I had f inished before 

, but she was 
so I lef t .  

angry with me over the 

I went to Gordon ' s  Es tate , for a one 
of the new houses . Thi s  was Ivan ' s  

Before Ivan worked f or three 
one of them married and went 

Es tate , and Ivan gave me this work .  
for a week befo re I found this  new j 
here three months . He gave a week , 
I was fed up . Then I was for a month.  

A Cen tral man who since the 
look on and whom the 

as one of their  ' fathers ' 
2 

Thi s  was a form of 
to call up the loan at a later date ) 

would be ab le 



Work 

P late 9 

I with Ivan Then I 
work at Five Mile . At 
they a week . 

b roken up .. 
car s omewhere e ls e  and it  
ligh t , s o  I lef t j ob ..  I was ......_ __ _ 

with j us t  fo r  one 
found domes tic  work near Three Mile ,  a ��-

after I was with her 
$ 8 a week. There was a lot 
to wash and and I 
was fed up lef t .  I 

Another Central ' father ' e 

121 

domes tic 
months : 
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was ..I::'!!��.!!! two weeks and went to work as domes ti c  
for Boroko Drive I was ust two 

three shared the house and 
two , and 

Then I went t o  wi th Martin and he 
tol d  me that there was a j ob availab le next 
and went to the S o  I the j ob .  
I was wi th her for a Once I went t o  drink 
beer at  Badili and the wanted me t o  
with a he was and he had to do all 
the work himself and he was angry He looked 

a b roken pane in my house and s aw I was 
I was drunk f rom the beer I had had at 

Badili and he threw water in my face . I up -
took my shoe the window - and made as i f  
t o  h i t  the away ' Then he came in 
the and there was another 

an end to  the 
up the house are 

you go to 
This  Chris tmas . 

been said o f  how Kawelka S imon 
is  how he found 

I c ame on a 
toured around 

That weekend we 
I f ound work at a 

I waited at hotel - I 
at  the hotel for  

but  Roderi ck 
and those others 

a car , and on the I had my 
of£  I asked them if I could borrow their  car 

to my licence and let me do this  • •  S o  
I my tes t  with a class 1 licence and 
continued to work at the 

the whi le I was 
owners of the car , 

to s ee me .  Keith ' s  name was on car 
also f rom Simon ' s  

S ee pp .. 7 4-5 . 
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Plate 10 . 

in another 



Hous ing 

P lates 12 & 13 . 
Quarters s upplied by 
employer for domestic  
s ervants .. 



P late 14  
Commiss ion 

there till 
found married 



P late 16 

P late Converted 



up passengers All the time he j us t  
drove t o  Hula And ' Never Richard 
can find another j ob You come and drive this car ! ' .  

he came and asked me and that we drove 
and the too , and I didn ' t  b o ther to  

go  back to  the hotel . I drove the car , colle cted 
passengers , and went back to Kei th ' s  

The oth er men didn want me to drive thi s  car . 
I s aid mind - I won ' t ' ' .  I found a 
j ob in a canteen . Af ter tha t  I left  the canteen and 
t ook a j ob as a driver for This was in 

I s there then one o f  the 
me from and was now a 
me I should find work wi th the 

for them. I was with 
, and this  s ame then 

and took me on to  j ob 
a driver I was there two 

went to  
---

and after a contract fdr 
at this t ime I worked  with 

him as a driver . I s with this till he 
lef t His father had died went home . 
He wanted  me to remain with his succes s or , b ut I 
didn v t want to 

S o  I lef t to  drive a passenger vehicle for a 
at L .  I 

b etween here and L .  I was two 
came back a I ' d  known 

from had come to and was one o f  
the airlines I of  this and a j ob there . 
I was wi th them from 196 9  to 19 70 . I left las t 
y ear . I wouldn ' t have left �  but I mis unders tood 
s ome ins tructions A DC3 came in from S amarai , and 
I had worked a lot that , and had 
told me to go the cap tain and crew, b ut 
I another man - and I j us t  went 

were all at the air-

1 27 

is , motor vehicle 
for passengers , 
2 s ·  imon claims to have known the man 
had not met The not be to know him .. 
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port ! In the was with 
me , and we had a , No . I 11 �o ! ' . 
And he s aid , ' All , we ' ll see what  happens ' .  
And i t  was j us t  after this that I went to Owen ' s  
[ano ther driver and friend of from Dei Council] , 
and there I heard that the firm Owen works for 
was looking f or a driver They asked me if  I wanted  
work and I s aid I did ! Then I lef t the b akery af ter 

three months , and drove for ano ther hotel for 
a fortnigh t ,  before to work for Nelson [ the 
PMV owner who works as a Nelson had asked 
me many times . I had thought of app to the bus 
service but Nelson found me and me to drive 
his PMV . I t  was the sixth t ime he asked me ! 

The ' mobili ty ' of  the migrant population is made up of  
many things . Firs t , there i s  the overall f lux in the 
numbers of peop le who come to or in Moresby . For 
example , the to tal number of men from the tribes of Kawelka 
and Tipuka who worked in between 19 69  and 
January 19 7 2  rose over period from 39 to 41 (in 
19 70)  to 44 ( in July and 5 2  by early 19 72 . Over 
this period of j us t  under three years , 11 men left and 2 4  
new men came . Thus half of the population at 
January 19 72 had come within the last three years and a 
good number who were in Moresby three years ago had lef t . 

Secondly , there is the rate of j ob change . The work 
his tories of  Tipuka-Kawelka men indicate tha t after a year 
about two-thirds of them will have changed their j ob and 
af ter two years , four-fifths . Of the 2 8  Tipuka-Kawelka who 
were there in early 19 69 , only 5 were holding the s ame j obs 
in July 19 7 1 .  What is  interes ting about this core i s  that  
not only were all in the same j ob in  January 19 72 , but  also 
a yea r  later ( early 197 3) . From the special nature of  their 
emp loyment ,  however , i t  would be rash to generalise  and 
sugges t that once a man has been in emp loyment for a coup le 
of years there is a high chance he will become a permanent 
emp loyee . Of the five , 1 i s  a recluse who lives outside 
Moresby working on one of the Sogeri plantations . The 
other four comprise a b osboi at the Adminis trative College , 
and 3 ass o ciated workers , 2 of them cleaners ( one promoted 
to office b oy)  and 1 who works directly under him as a 

He was not actually dismissed . 
2 

Excluding policeman ( see footnote to Table 2 . 2 ,  p . 2 1 ) . 
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has 
and more than this ,  for Kawelka 

activi ties , whi ch has no doub t  held them to their 
work . Almos t  all f rom these two tribes have had 

where those out of  work can 
where vis itors often s ; the 
houses are used for feas ts and 

Information on the of the men in Samp le I 
on the interview material and it  should be s tressed 

tha t  the turnover in j ob s  is  to be under-es t imated.  
The has been in , the more he 

he  has held at  t ime or 
years 

Of those who had than a year , the 
who had never 

in skilled or semi-skilled 
of j ob were 

t 
his emp all the 

leas t two j ob s  s ince their 
rate of turnover i s  variab le .  F rom the 22  

men I who have been in Moresby over a 
year , 9 have j ob p er year or less ( that 
is , on average held a for more than a , 7 have 

two j obs a year , 4 from two to three j obs , and 2 
from three to four j obs . in averages , one 
f inds that 9 men have tended to  hold on to a j ob 
for more than a year , 15 have at some their 
life in j ob .  

recorded .  
men have 
workers 

to 

terminate d  by men in I who 
or in j ai l  account for 

of  j obs 
these 

Since the skilled  
� u aun�· 0 9 the data relate 

an individual 
will  vacillate be tween two or three main 

See p . 1 1 1 . 
2 With the fur ther excep tion of a who had one j ob f or 
a and has been out of  work ever s ince . 
3 the mentioned in footnote 2 .  
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Tab le 4 . 3 

Type* No . of transitions 

A. Emp loyer only 4 8  
6 
4 

5 6  

B .  Job only changed 
C. Previous j ob regained 
D .  Both j ob and employer 

Total 114 

* a p erson working as s ay ,  a domes tic f or X goes as a 
domestic for Y ;  or B ,  s tarts  working in X ' s  office ;  
C ,  a person returns to previous j ob with X after a 
period away and in no other j ob o r  D ,  leaves j ob as 
dome s tic  for X and takes up j ob as labourer for PWD . 

of  work . The following 
men in S amp le I f ollowed . 

s ome of the sequences which four 

Examp le 1 .  domes tic I A domes tic I A domes tic I 
D gardener I D builder ' s  labourer I 
D PWD labourer / D builde r ' s lab ourer I 
D domes tic I D bui lde r ' s labourer / 
D gardener I D builde r ' s  labourer I 
D res taurant ass is tant I D domes tic I 
D b aker ' s  ass i s tant 

Example 2 .  domes tic I D gardener I D domestic I 
D waiter I C domes tic 

Example 3 . bui lde r ' s labourer I D PWD labourer I 
D domestic / D I D domes tic I 
A domestic  / D PMV driver / D cook ' s 
assis tant I D domes tic I D PMV driver I 
A commercial driver I A PMV driver I 
A PMV driver I D domestic I D bakery 
driver 

It will be seen f rom these examples that I reckon labouring 
for a builder and for public  works as two different ' kinds ' 
of j ob s , not  j us t  a matter of  different employers . The 
skills involved cover a s lightly differen t ,  though of  course 
overlapping , range . 



I D barman I A barman I 
attendant I D barman I 

/ A b arman 

s ome a quick turnover o f  
with and settle down ' , this is not as 

as one might have expecte d .  Many continue as 
with a s two or three j obs  every year or 

months . The man in Example 1 has had 15 j obs  in 
years , with as many changes  over the las t two or  

three as the firs t ..  Note  should be made of  the small 
number of B and C changes which imply continuing 
association with a emp loyer . 

1 3 1  

On s ome of these j ob moves I als o have information 
concerning changes in wages . A number  o f  the trans fers to  
a higher paid  j ob will result from increases in  the b as i c  
wage rates over the years . I t  should also be  noted that 

a p erson may leave one j ob be cause of low wages , 
he may be  forced to interim work at even lower pay 
before employment .  

Table  4 .  4 

brings the worker : Number 

Higher wage 
S ame wage 
Lower wage 

Total 

31 
13 
20 

64 

Rapid change from one j ob to another is in p art a 
product of ano ther mob ility : the movement of  emp loyers , 
mos t ly expatriates , who come to Moresby for a while and 
then depar t .  S ome evidence for national migration p at terns 
of is given in Surman and Ward ( 19 72 : 40 ) : 
be tween 196 6  and 19 162 , 000 intending residents arrived 
from overseas , while nearly 146 , 000  dep arte d .  In addition 
to the number of who l eave Moresby p ermanen t ly ,  
many take of leave away from the country . An 

may be  forced to f ind a temp orary j ob to 
his over this period ,  and this may 
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become a 
with a sp ell 
workers mos t  the movements o f  is 
domes tic servants S omeone a firm has more 

But relations with an immediate are 
of  ten and of an overseer o r  b os s  may 
make the worker leave the domes tic  servan t ,  
b o th his j ob and his with his are 
s evered when the latter moves away ; in the case of s omeone 

on 

a the j ob may b ut the relation-
and s ome when this 

shor t- term .  Thi s  
trade , where men may be taken 

dismissed when a task is comp le ted . 
that the 

and construction fluctuates and that in 
New Guinea fell from 9 , 700 to 6 , 700  between 

Mar ch and December He es timates that about half 
of  this decline occurred in P ort In reference to 
the considerable observed among cas ual lab ourers 

in the Lines Section of the P os ts and 
6 8  casual ove r  a 

of  3 months , 16 were whole of  that 
, Rew ( 19 70 : 2  notes that 

comb ination of  two factors : ' firs 
in the s work load and the 

rate of dismissals and 
an idea of  the rate 

company : over one year the total 
was 33 7 ,  the numbers of workers 

year 259 . He adds , ' the 
had no trouble rep lacements and was ab le to  dismiss  
workers wi thout the fear of under-s taffe d '  (Rew 19 70 : 
5 6-5 

What are 
the ir j ob s ?  
reasons for 
to  the kinds of ' reasons ' 
after the termination of 

to be many 
s ituation and the p erson one is 

for changing 
In a way 

s imilar 

in a dismissal/  
to will  

to  reasons cited in the 
worker , not  to the he may o r  may not have to 
his 



his own view or select one of  what he 
knows are s everal causes . He may note either 

with conditions or the 
a consci ous an actual 

s lant on their accounts an d  themselves as 

133  

cons is Thus a 
j obs  f or one reas on 
work done and wil l  
this . 

s ay that he 
when the wages are 

leaves 
for the 

ci te ins tances of where he has done 

Reasons are in one of two forms : circums tantial 
( ' I  lef t  because my emp loyers moved ' )  and ideological 

, ' I  left because I wan ted to ' ) .  The one refers 
of a s ituation , the other to  the 

mind . These cannot  be taken as 
exclusive , for o ften they refer to  quite different 

of a s i tuation . Either or both may be 
relevan t . ' I  lef t  because I wanted to ' , is in 
the sense tha t i t  t o  certain values , i n  this cas e 
that of  autonomy or , whi ch j the 

' s  actions . 

Colin des cribes a j ob he had had at a s awmill : the 

��-
rubbished me and we I t  was very 

, the s un was high ,  and he told me t o  carry 
to the car , and I didn ' t load them p rop erly , 

s ome fell  down broke , and he was angry with me 
and s o  I left the j ob .  

If  this  were an isolated  accoun t , of  the las t 
sen tence might not s trike one as but in the 
context of many s imilar accounts , the mess age is  clear . 
Colin does not s ay that he was dismissed . He s ays  that 
the emp loyer with without j us tification , 
s o  he decide d  to leave . 

I f  one were to  code s uch an exp lanation f or s tatistical 
what e lements would one choose?  Had Colin been 

dismissed for incompetence ; or left of his own accord 
after a with his or because he did not 
like the working condition s ?  S omet imes one is  
with an interac tion al s ituation , in b o th s i des have 
been p rovoked to the climactic  declaration : v , you 
can go ! '  ' Right , I ' m  • ' . Because of the general codes 
of  behaviour whi ch exis t be tween (who are the 
mos t numerous and New Guineans , the latter 
declaration may remain unspoken . S ometimes the initiative 
comes from the , b ut in the employee 

a to his own inclin ation in the 



matter . S ometimes an to
1

leave a p os t  will 
p rovoke the into dismiss ing him. 

For a number of  cases I s elected out the circums tan tial 
reas on which seemed in the workers ' 
own accounts and it  was not to  find that in only 
a few did the s ay without any qualification that  
he  had been dismissed . I t  should be however , that 
people speaking of others changing j ob s  refer to dismiss al 
more o ften . However , also p oint t o  how the 
employee b rought the s i tuation on hims elf , making it a 
matter of his rather than the ' s  caprice . Thi s  is 
the negative s ide of the indep endent-mindedness cherished 
in oneself : the demons tration of waywardness in others . At 
the end of the ter are cited criti cisms of workers who 
cons tantly change j obs . There is , nevertheless ,  admiration 
for men who are free enough to up at whim and lucky 

to f ind new 

Initiative attributed to emp loyer : 

1 .  employer leaves town , p ermanently or  on leave and 
employee ano ther j ob ;  

2 .  j ob i s  f inished and worker is laid off ; in the 
case of drivers o f  PMV cars this is  o ften 
precipi tated by vehicle breakdown ; 

3 .  emp loyer t ransfers worker to another j ob ;  
4 .  emp loyer dismisses worker for poor  work , b ad 

behaviour , or for mis takes at j ob .  

( ii )  Ini tiative attributed to worker : 

S .  worker leaves j ob becaus e of poor condi tions , 
lack of  accommodation , long hours , low pay ; 2 

6 .  worker finds a better j ob (while s till  emp loyed) ; 
7 .  worker i s  persuaded by f riends (wantok) to  leave 

for another j ob (sometimes the initi ative will 
have come f rom the frien d ' s emp loyer) ; 

8 .  worker decides to vis i t  home f or a while . 

In the account on p . 1 20 ,  the servant would have been aware 
of the consequences o f  his with his emp loyer . 
2 However ,  in the of Hageners '  monetary values 
(Chap ter 7 )  ' low pay can also be  regarded as an i deological 
reason ( s ee p . 13 6) . 



Initiative mutual : 

9 .  leaves af ter a with 
shades into the s ituation whe re an 

feels cons at 1 by his 
' s  there is  no terminal 
) 

Worker is  j 
with his j ob . 

for an offence not as sociated 
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a lis t  like this cannot be ' v becaus e 
the uni ts are of  a different order ; nor can they be  ' added 
up ' . One , for b racket 6 and 7 
Or one might b reak down the reas ons  for the ' ' ( 9 )  
and s ome will be accounted for in this  list (for  
examp le 51 the 
a mis take in 

con di tions or  

""'- A,Cl.LU,IJ ..L o;;;. 51 
of  reas on s  

' s  asso ciates 
h is accommodation , 

leads to the emp 
can b e  

different kinds of reasons app ear in the accounts given by 
I .  Number 9 ( as I have cons tructed i t  

mos t numerous , then 1 ,  f ollowed 

s eem as to criticise a 
the conduct of their imme diate are 
to f in d  f ault wi th them. 

factor is  t ime orien tation . a 
term view o f  the future . years in 
town before home , may see themselves as ' 
various j obs , and describe how bored from 

the s ame work . In s ome cases the s ame rest les sness  
which drives men from home will  show i tself in thei r  going  

There are the odd cases of  j ����UM 
between worker and male 

seduction f rom female 
2 

As an 
as a matter of 
earlier in the 

condi tion s . 

not 



from j ob to j ob 
to f ind urban emp 

Or the ambi tions  which led  o thers 
into a cons tant search for 

rewards , an to  change . 
There are individuals 
who left home 

who j us t  
under the 

what  c omes their way , 
influence of and s tay 

in a j ob out of inertia.  But these are not many . 

The ' s  time s cale affects his j of work 
duration .  A p erson who has been in the s ame j ob a year or 
more that he should be rewarded for 
his Thus p ay conditions are cited as 
the reas on f o r  the worker on . While at the beginning 
the wage may have been after s everal months o f  
work he to the one j ob is  

of value that he  is  
to  

The model for a rise in 
those  

service 
army , 

a In a career-
b ased j ob the worker s t arts after a 
s But the un skilled workers are outside any 
s uch sys tem. All can ask for is  increments in pay and 
these may be  ref used or may be too small to make the 

For their will  have a 
di fferent t ime-orientation .  
are b ound t o  think in terms 

will make j uc.1.s�en1en 
level ' for which the unskilled worker is  

c lass i diom) and of  the income ' • 

S o  whereas the offering  

' s  

in as a ' the emp loyee 
may look on other way , the being his 

to s tay on with the s ame p eop le . He will  be 
of the reasons  which b ind him to a j ob and 

............ .... .... .... ._ ...... , and will want a reward for his 
s teadiness .  In domes tic  work whi ch involves the p erformance 
of many s ervices , the s ervant may feel , ' If i t  
were n o t  for me , what do? ' .  Thi s  i s  voiced 

where added to other duties . 
( ' I  even look after their • ' )  
the of the j ob as the 
his He often to other p rerequisites , 
but the money has to be the wage is  j udged as 
a direct reflection of what thinks of him.  



The of  reasons for j ob termination with reas ons 
for divorce underlines a feature of the 

Workers find themselves in a of p ower-
to money in certain ways 

are in a weak 
to face dismiss als o r  the 

unskilled worker ' s  p ower 
not unlike that which exis ts at home 
and men Workers are 

in ways defined : at  home men 
define the rewards women f rom their l ab ours . are 

the may f ind i t  easier to hire s ome-
else than the worker does to find a new j ob ;  there is  

the that a man will rid of his wife 
wives to his household of  

can eat , can 
what the and their 

fit their activi ties int o  
n o t  the other way 

This  is not one whi ch men would 
Unlike women at home , I do not think the male 
would formulate their as  one of  weaknes s 

themselves reference to the i dea 
of  ' my own wish ' ) • This 

sense have s ome kind of  come-b ack 
s i tuation Thus one s anction whi ch he 

b ear is the threat be 
an of t the 

The emotion is valid because 
has as i ts reference the 

' It is  my own wish t o  leave ; that is 
about it . ) 

of  the mas ter-servant 
in 
leads to tensions 

Mos t  

in this section 

s discus s ion 
workers 

s tres ses the conflict of norms whi ch 
effects on race relations 

when this was 
behind the discuss ion 



An outs ider may see such attitudes and the at temp t  t o  
use emotional sanctions a s  psy chological defences o n  the 
p art of men in s ituations beyond their con trol . They have 
the effect of highlighting the p ersonal relationship b etween 
employer and employee rather than ,  s ay ,  drawing attention to  
general working conditions . I t  is interes ting that these 
are very s imilar to the defences put up by harrassed wives . 
At home , women who are being treated unf airly comp lain not 
of  the system but of the actions o f  individual males 
(husbands , b rothers) and will try to force an emotion al 
react ion from these persons to  better clarify their own 
s ituation . When a marriage i s  termin ated the mot ivation of  
the woman i s  often sunnned up in  the phrase ,  
I have argued (A . M .  S trathern 19 72a) that a 
male con struct and is  used by men to extricate themselves 
from b lame , especially important . in a divorce s i tuation . 

women also go along with the con cep t and may exp loit  it  
themselves . 1 When men accuse women at home of  j us t  ' going 
their own way ' they mean that women are not heeding the men 
( and the values and rules they p ropound) ; laik b ilong mi 
puts  the women beyond normal constrain ts , because the 
reference p oint has become their own inclinations . Used by 
women , it is a s tatement from pers ons who are forced  to be 
peripheral :  the only way they can secure a divo rce is to 
deny tha t  any cons traints exi s t  for them. The imputation 
als o is that s ince they are being j udged as of no worth they 
are f reed f rom responsibility and are thrown b ack onto  thei r 
own wishes . With urban workers the paralle l  is not identical . 
But there are enough s imilarities to sugges� we are dealing 
with a s omewhat comparable p ower situation . 

Colin ' s comment that his emp loyer was ' rubbishing ' him 
by making a criticism is significant . Adrian has this to 
s ay about why he had had so many j ob s : ' I  myself always 
lef t  the work . On s ome occasions i t  might have been be cause 

When men accuse women of acting  a ccording to  the dictates 
of  per s onal inc lination they disparage the concep t o f  laik 
b ilong mi as irresp onsible . In town it receives a pos i tive 
evaluation f rom men , as enhancing their p erson al s t atus as 
autonomous beings ; though in others it can als o  be inter
pre ted as waywardness ( see p . 139) .  
2 I am grateful to Andrew S trathern for dis cus s ions on thi s  
p oint . 



I left for home and then found new work Moresby , on 
Or else the p ay was no good s o  I 

I left the j ob ' . He des cribed one s uch 

My 
I 
went on 
more pay 

us t 
t 

f inished 

I 
I 

j ob was as a domes tic servant at 
$6  And I was there a year . 

but didn ' t  me any 
when came back ,  $ 8  or s ay ,  no , i t  
the old money, and I didn ' t like i t ,  i t  

s o  I left . I told them, ' I  have 
I want to go and f ind new work ' . 

, ' We ' 11 you $ 7 '  . But I 
you find someone e lse and him 

off  to another j ob '  • • • •  As soon as 
ano ther , I left my old j ob .  Now 

a week. 

at the wage level at whi ch Adrian works an extra 
a week is a s increment , the of his 

accoun t  is tha t he lef t  because his worth was not being 
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The at which he for ' an increment 
was the return of his emp loyers f rom leave . Since they did 
no t take the ini tiative offer a rise , the initiative 
was up to him :  I f  you don ' t  think much of me, I am j us t  

o ff ' ' .  I n  the absence o f  , the employee 
is free to s ui t  hims el f . 

It  is not j us t  relation s  wi th emp loyees which are 
c oloured by this att i tude . A might take a s imilar 
s tance on his p osition towards people at home . l 

Thes e are p ersons he has severed hims elf from, temp orarily 
refus to admit tha t he and they are bound by conunon 
norms . In his account of how he left home , Adrian 

out that he had gone against  his 
kinsmen ' s  wishes , ohs followed his own inclination 
and no t heeded their talk . Peop le s ay adamantly that 
whether s in or  for good,  or decide 
to  go home tomorrow , up to them . 

I don v t know I ' ll s tay , then when I have 
a li ttle money , I ' ll  go home . Moresby is all right , 
but I am tired of all the money I spend on food . 
But then where shall I find the money to buy my 
ticket and extra to take home as well? And I am fed 

Ranson ( 19 72 :  
response among 

the for ce 

as the mos t  
they j oined 



up . 
home . 
time in 
Melpa gardener) 

The does not 
his urban or rural 
modifies his actions 
which he does 
inclination . 

for goo d ,  I ' ll go 
I ' ve no p articular 

want t o !  (Northern 

hims elf as res trained by either 
All that  ostens ib ly 

of  circums tan ces in 
to leave , at his own 

If  a person declares that he will leave Moresby when he 
wants he mus t  als o  mean that he will leave his employer 
whenever he wan ts to . A Wes tern Melp a mechanic , when 
asked i f  he thought of  ever going b ack home said,  ' I  might 
go home , or  els e  I j us t  go on leave and come back .  
The s aid I have leave this year . But I might 
j us t  s tay a t  home . Thi s  b r ings one back 
to the ques tion of  , a woman who wants 
a divorce may f ind engineer one , against  the 
mutual interes ts of men on each s ide , and may have to resort 
to f lagrantly anti-social acts to  secure her ends . If  she 
on the other hand wants to maintain the mar riage and s imp ly 
alter her husb and ' s  behaviour and get him to  do things for 
her , her generally weak p os i tion makes her fall back either 
on appeals or on a of  withdrawal . 

A migrant worker ' s  ties with his employer are somewhat 
different . But do not have models o f  imp ersonal , 

relationships ,  and tend to create out 
of many work situations a dyadic relationship with the 
immediate employ er . They s ee it as a reciprocal one , even 
i f  the communicafion between them i s  limited to o rders and 
the wage packet . This  b rings with i t  i ts own p roblems , 
esp ecially acute for domestic  servan ts ( though not limited 
to them) : how can one terminate the relationship i f  one 
wishes ? One way is to put the onus o f  continuity on the 

This was explic i t  in one account . A domes tic  servant was 
asked as a favour to help out a neighb our . The s econ d  
woman turned out to be ' bad ' - giving him a l o t  of  work and 

him.  She complained to the firs t emp loyer ,  who 
rep rimanded the s ervant f or her down . He retaliated 
(no doub t  the thoughts were kep t to hims elf ) , ' O . K .  I can 
go - what work after all ! ' . S o  he 
He added , '.!:!!!!.....:::......::.!!::::..::!!!....!:.::=..L-�=:.==-!!:!::;...;.:��=::..:�....;:.:� 
abandoned 



i t  is  in thi s  that one can 
s tatements whi ch the s urface to express not the 

1 

s omet imes s ay 
in reference to their j : ' It all 
on the If he dismisses me , then I ' ll go - i f  
then I ' ll s At home a woman go off  on a 

visi t  to her own relatives : she waits  to s ee i f  
her husband will f ollow her with , for if he 
fails to do s o , he demonstrates a des ire to rid her . 
Someone leave after a year or s o  in 
the s ame j ob is very to s ay to this effect 
' I  to go home . I am to wait and see i f  
my offers me leave fares I f  he me money 
t o  a return ticket , then I will come b ack t o  him. But 
i f j us t  my f are home , then I ' ll 
at who does not b o ther to the 
worker ' s  who i s  

up between them .. 
heard from the mouth of  a 

at home : when the news came 
while with his , as 
gone home , he blamed the wife 

, and his 
This  absolved him from any 
them all he  used i t  to 
both his wife and 

thi s  would have 
i t  was , maski , he would in 

I f  a worker wants to terminate a 

f or 

towards 
town .  Had 

he 
h im:  as 
go home ! 

he can 
also do what both husbands and wives do at home: a 
dismissal . not turn up to  work or  make 
a mis take refuse a ' sec ond �H��·-- ' and 
walk off . b lamed for 
angry or  for the worker . 

been 

Paul had had several j obs as a dome s ti c  servant and 
wanted a t want  to in 

---

I lef t He didn ' t dismiss  me . 
was .. I told I am 
me But he told 
S o  was angry went off .  
and wanted me but I 
and found a new j ob at a 

A time when domes tic  servants far from 
are s ometimes to do more . 

a 



The onus is if  he does 
the , to  hold the 
records the emotion which j us tified 
s ome cas es there is an actual between 
and or  the is for ce d  into  a reprimand 
The person who initiates  a is  the one 
b lamed f or any unfortunate outcome i t  

about left 
of  ten ref e r  t o  the way 

Richard drove a PMV truck f or two other 
neither of  them drivers He was with them two 
months .. But one of the owners 
him of not the bus iness o f  

f ares ' He 

A common 
that he is 
are in no 

me, and I s aid , Drive it  
He with me , and I lef t  

made o f  an is 
For workers 

very few sanctions 
terminate their 

too much .. 
and this 

wish t o  
how 

alter but not 
The 
to you 

for me? '  .. after  all 
As f ar as 
to answer 

go , i s  not free 
an ins ul t  or an unwarranted 

accusation s ome 
device - between him and his 
res tricted to very narrow areas . Because of 

there is little room f or us tment within 
and i f  the does not initiate 

then the commonest s olution is to b reak away 
This may not be done at once : one meets  

who seem to be in a s tate of 
res entful that their s ervices are 
ill treatment ,  but who cannot  be 

denial 

of a j ob 

reaction o f  anger 
characterist ic 

Strathern 

to  b reak o f f  the 

of  
on the 

in a 

treat many 

Another version of the incident recorde d  on pp 1 2 7  



which is why it  
has  to take evidence to b reak the 

But the cannot threat of  
as  an effective sanction his emp 

conditions or better wages when he wants to 
j ob Given the number of workers looking for 

wan t  .. 
he would b e  a dismiss al he does not 

des cribed how he was at a res taurant . 
He had wash up and ass is t  the 

a But he was tired o f  the 
work after a ' year ' I cross ed with the 
he crossed me , and I was les ( ti red , fed 
talked back to s o  I . . .. .  I was out work 
f or four months after that . Then I went to  work f or 
three months at I earned $ 16 a 
Then Owen and Council came to 

the didn ' t  like them ---
t come to your hous e ,  

have come to mine . are my I f  
you don ' t want them to  come , I ' ll go' left  
this j ob ,  and went to  the house of a friend and had 
no work for three or four months . 

it le to tell whether he 
of as a s anction to  the 

to let his friends come or whether by the t ime he 
had confronted his , that is , s taged the , 
he j i t  too late to recover the s ituation and would 
have t o  go anyway One can see , though , that in the 
worker ' s  mind a threat of withdrawal as a kind 
o f  s anction : h e  makes an with himself 
( ' if he doesn ' t  let me do this , then I ' ll go ' )  which does 
not have to be connnunic ated to the other s ide .  

The worker can hint at his  
wi thdrawal - he does not turn 

may not be 
be at a loss 

But the 
his own s t ance ( ' If he carries 
not s .. .. ..  ' ) . 

A process which has its 
witchcraft si tuations 
where a severance of the 
malicious abuse of power 

s tate of mind 
or is s lack at 

since the 
to know what  is 

is  t o  hims el f  
on ' I ' m  

the class ical 



Two lab ourers s f rom work . Both were 
that their that 

should be one off and 
not another had been overridden . (From their 

of view it is  all the s ame to the employer 
what days work, but may have very 

made for certain times ; in a more 
s ense their is  that their 

wishes not taken into  account . )  

us up , now we 
to turn up t o  

had to  g o  t o  the 
tribes-

man ' s  hous e  in another , at mid-
wi th a s about dif ficulties o f  transport , 

which were accep ted . The other chos e  a 

up other 
to be  
up late . 

and 
shi f ts , 

turned 

To return to s Although he b lames the 
in b o th cases , i t  is clear that he did not 

his dismissals  in every aspec t ;  he had not ,  as 
s ometimes happens , another j ob to go to . And this leads 
one to a rather different , perhap s a more pos i tive asp ec t , 
of the s tress  on autonomy . I t  is almost as i f  there were 
an ethic among the urban that wha t  differentiates 
them f rom the p eop le at home is their f reedom of actionl' 
and that this should be  displayed whenever opportunity 
arises . A p erson cannot bear to be criti cised , then , when 
the cri ticism ,reminds him of his actual dep endency on 
others  From this of view, the ' ' to  do what 
one wants is not modified by on the o f  

that a t  one he had spent two 
years with a newly married European who were 
good to him in every way they could be . He got a 

wage , and food too . When the mas ta 
had to travel on bus iness , he asked Quent in to  look 

Their s taying on in town is often in defiance of 
relatives ' �

,
� �. � u, no 



after his wife 
' s  , and gave him s ums o f  

taken care of them. had 
to contribute towards a car which s ome 

clansmen were ' I  was s till with 
and mis is . I didn ' t learn to  
after me I heard their words 

told me to do : 
didn t go about in the car .  

went on three months ' leave t o  
gave me I lived off the money , and it  was 
this time that I learnt to  drive in my own car . 
Then the returned and called out for me to go 
b ack and work for  but I wanted to be a driver 
now and did not go back to that j ob ' . 

A refus al to be  b ound 
ultimate demonstration of .::::.:::-.::::;:::....:::..;::;.::..:::.!;!.£-!!!� 
i s  almost  forced to take a 
of his 
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And i t  is  not 

at a later s for work to drive 
a dus tcart . He was told that he could s t art  as s oon 
as one of  the vehicles was out of 

It  was s till . On the way b ack 
he called in at a s ee i f  there was any work 
there . At Boroko Motors met s ome men who 
had j us t  s ang out the Enga for 
' brother ' ,  and were f or a 
driver S o  he t ook their car and drove i t  for them.  
At the end o f  the gave him and told him 
to go back the next . didn ' t return to  the j ob 
he had for . )  • •  He drove the car for 
some while . Then one the clut ch went . He was 

home and at the Boroko Hotel found a 
cluster of who had a car . 
told him to leave the other car in the 
drive their He 

the same kind of f reedom which makes men abandon 
are for a better one i f  the 

We could the way in which the migrant  
to  the value ' as a me chanism which in 

the area of j ob s  in fact 



1 

encourages the worker to make best use of  his emp loyment 
Since he has no prospects o f  p romotion , he  

value on and is thus free to  move when new 
offer themselves . 

The who sees himself as not 
b ound to anyone is the wanpis .. 1 

themselves as wanpis 
t o  use it of them. The phrase is b rought 

up in con texts in which the is emphasising both his 
and his o f  dependency on o thers . It is  

used , himself from the world 
in , from those on whom he might 
be company , support and such , that 
is , other in town .. It may set the 

all o ther Hageners or those with 
whom he would otherwise be associated ( for  example , his 
close c lansman when he t akes up the company of men from 
d is t ant 

S ometimes the estimation of ones elf as a �;.;...i._--

a rationalisation of otherwis e  
circums tances .. 

Fran cis , now an office worker , was living in a 
comp ound in 19 71 . He had a room of his own, which 
he valued , but was forced to  sha re cooking 
facili ties with peop le from all over the country .  
There were n o  other Hageners there . He would 
prepare his own meals and eat them in solitude or 
else  team up with a man from Kainantu who did work 
s imilar to his own Others in the house were from 
Popondetta , F:hs chh afen and S amarai . Francis had 
no contact with the Kainantu worker but 
since being thrown together in the house they had 
an whereby they s ometimes prepared 
food for each other . 

Others in his p osition might have found different 
accommodation but he made a virtue of the circum-
s t ances by s aying he was a he enj oyed being 

See Rew ( 19 : 16 2) who quotes Mihalic ( 195 7 : 15 9 ) : from 
the Eng lish ' one p iece ' wanpis  is Pidgin for  anyone who is  
alone , without friends , an orphan . A relative term, i t  
is used b y  Hageners t o  s tres s  a person ' s situational 

usually when the isolation is s elf-selecte d .  



around all 
in that 

among co-residents , 

him.self , 
the time . 
he had 
he also s aw as , in s ome s ituations , a _ _......._ 
in relation to the wi th whom he in fact 

much leisure time 
himself was used to 

This characterisation of 
f i rs t  his rather definite 

ambi tion s  had had of offered p ermanent 
and later his un

controllab l e  behaviour in relation to cars (he s to le 
a series of 

Earlier , Francis had shared a labourer v s  comp oun d  
with other - from and Chimbu,  and 
used to The only Hagener 

at these games , he how had 
when he los t  and called him a Hagen _ _......_ 

he refused to  make 
p hims elf , indeed 

he cooked alone . 

is  an unusual per s on ,  who differentiates 

ambitions 
extent his 

his Francis ' s  
with 

his 
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the bounds of cons tra ints person may 
do this even while 

also spent  
mos t hours in comp any of other 
men f rom his tribe . But at b reaks , in the 

a t  weekends ,  he took to disappearing . 1 

He was not there for the litt le occas ions 
the of food and such ,  

h e  did j oin in card matches .  His closest 
asso ciate came from a neighb ouring ( and 

sometime tribe . He 
maintained his , to  the occas ional 
irritation of his co-trib esmen . s aw them-
selves as con trol over him and could not 
ask him for loans . 

See p .  
2 

Another labourer in to me that he  owed no 
and no one owed  him anything added mi 

( ' I ' m  a ) .  



Even when he was around , at this t ime cooked 
by hims elf , although mos t  of the o thers in the comp ound 
formed or small group s  for household 
purp oses . To me , he ' I  eat where I want . I 
don ' t cook at the comp ound i f  I don ' t want t o .  Laik 

I f  I want to  cook there , I do ; i f  I don ' t ,  
I elsewhere) I j us t  go t o  bed without 

The is in fact criti cised  by those he lives with 
for his f ailure to j oin in activi ties . They s ay 
tha t  all he thinks about is cards that he is never ready 
with a contribution when people are in need o f  money . ' He 
is not a good man ' ' S omeone for from another 
declares his des titution by has no 
other friends and wants X to help him .  a man like 
Francis may the pres s ure which obligations to others 

Francis recounted how he had met Larry , a man from 
a tribe who would have been of low 
s tatus at home and was of little s ignifican ce in 
town. was out of  work and had been hanging 
round others in the of being given s ome food 
because he  was hungry . B ut none of the other 

had provided any . S o  he came grumbling 
to  Francis , ' I  am not a s I am their 

��� 

Whatever they do , whether it is  collecting money for 
beer or for  a visitor ' s  plane ticket 
b ack home , then I ' m ready to help . But they 
don ' t want to  me now that I ' m hungry ' .  Francis 
admitted that  it was true Larry always helped with 
contributions ; but that wasn ' t  the He said 
he told the man that this was Moresby , this wasn ' t 
home and in everyone is ' Everyone 
looks after hims elf . They are 

Larry ' s  rep ly was that what 
kind o f  man all thought he was - a Chimbu or  
a perhap s . Francis then s aid he told the 
fellow that i f  he ' d had any money on him he would 
have b ut he didn ' t .  

Francis is that Larry ' s  app eals to  the norms 
of  
The 

were inappropriate . 
what Francis is s aying is  always true 

as we shall s ee there is a cons ide rable ethic of 
recipro city and solidarity among Hageners ) b ut that he was 
able to counter ' s  app eal to values with reference to  



a different of value ethic o f  

in 
may make and 

_ _.__ are this kind is 
the town environment does  make I t  is 

feasib le for an individual to associate with friends of  his 

makes 
diction to 

way that would never be at home 

s ay that  the notion o f  

it appear that 

It  runs in f lat  contra
abou t careers  o r  j ob commitment . In 

the decisions are all his , the 
unskil led the hierarchical and power 

finds himself in At 
held many workers 

soon be home , are not 
for subsistence urban context 
as : I chose to come here , I don ' t  have 

home the moment I want to . I chose  to  do 
in this j ob ' . Given the 

s ituation in the second 
s tatement is less  

to leave a 
same kind o f  choice 

than the first But 
be  seen as an exercis e  o f  the 

to leave and come to 
and return home . The 

from home leads him to 
his fulfilment o f  

s 
initial 
cer tain 
and there of this  into the relation-

worker ' s  
formulation to 

tho se with 
I have 
and that o f  a wife at 

would be 
1 On the one hand 

kind which exist of the 
between kinsfo lk ,  the worker be 

relations as a sub stitu te for these , and wishes to 
be cared for . On the o ther hand , the which enabled 
him to cut himself off  from also makes 
it for 

would not dream of  
the second is made 

the first 
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these  new in s imilar idioms o f  
Moreover , s ince he really deludes hims elf , and 

knows it , that he can in actua lity abandon all ties with 
home , terminating ties with former emp loyers perhaps 

the gratification of comp lete effe ctiveness . He 
can make a total denial of p ersisting obligation . 

The presence in town of other p eop le from the home area 
is to s ome extent a reminder of home ties . Mos t  men seek 
out their close tribesmen . But set 
themselves off from their to  extremes a 

which the migrants very existence in 
f ind thems elves in . 

The f act that individuals , through their working life , 
will  have come into contac t  with numerous emp loyers and a 

o f  occupations generates a further source of  j ob 
mobility .  A diverse b ackground means that , within the 
range of unskilled j ob s  open to him, the migran t  feels he 
can ' manage ' almos t any offer which comes his way ; he is 
not likely to be deterred at the app ointment st age , though he 

may we ll give up after a short  ' try ' . However ,  the longer 
the worker s tays in Moresby , it is  also true tha t  the more 
he is likely to formulate for himself the s tyle of work he 
would seek by pre ference .  He may , in fact , run through a 
s eries of  s top-gap j obs  till he f inds suitab le conditions . 

Previous emp loyers s ometimes put pres sure on the worker 
to return to their old p la ce (which of  coul."Se entai ls their 
leaving the current j ob ) . 

Hugh recounte d  how an earlier employer subsequently 
came t o  ask if he would ret urn to work . He came to  
the s tore [where Hugh had a new j ob ]  seve ral t imes , 
and greased me [Pidgin gris , to persuade] and s aid : 
' Before you worked wel l  and I was daft to dismiss  
you .  Now the b oi [workers ] I have do not work wel l .  
Y ou come b ack and work here again ' . The masta 
hims elf s ought me out and made this talk in the 
s tore . I asked about payment . Bef o re it was $ 14 
a fortnigh t  and I asked if  he would pay me wel l .  
He s aid , ' O . K. , you would get $ 16 o r  $ 18 ' . Now 
I think a lot about all this . I can ' t make up my 
own mind . Should I leave this j ob and go back to 
the other one?  



his mind are worth 

I don ' t think . I think of the time-
tab le word] .. I t  was good 
[ at the the hours were good even 
i f  the pay was - from 8 a . m. to 4 . 30 p . m. 
At the s tore we work from 8 a . m. , close the s tore 
at lunchtime , then work till 6 p . m . , open 
at 7 p . m. and work till 9 p . m .  Saturdays 
are the On it is open from 9-12 -
that ' s  off  during the week . 
But at there was no week-
end work at alL 

They look af ter  us [ in the presen t  j ob ] . The 
misis  [ female cooks and feeds us . She 

us ri ce . meat and fish from the b ulk 
s t ore . mark a carton for us and tell us t o  
take 2 tins  a and we eat . That ' s  all right . 
But their timetable isn ' t right . I think of  the 
hours at the j ob and wonder whether to go 
b ack to the j ob ]  .. 

In f act  

leisure time . 
friends and 
li ttle value . 

did not return , though he app eared to  be 
The p oint about the hours o f  

week-ends free are related t o  use o f  
this in the company of  their 

t ime off  when no one e ls e  does is o f  

Men in I were asked how they obt ained their 
p resen t  j ob ,  and two had found emp loyment through a 
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Seven had app lied for the work on their 
But the b iggest  category comp rised the 

had found through other workers . 
In mos t  cases this amounted to a friend pas s ing on 
information about a vacant The worker to  whom this  
information was would then app ly independently . 
Only in the odd case is  the informant also ins trumental in 

when his emp loyer asks him to  f ind  an 
a p lace . Of the 13 in the 

s amp le who ob tained information about work through a 
contact , 8 f ound j ob s  with the s ame employer as his  contact , 

He was in his current j ob .  
2 

Three had no current j ob ,  and one answer was ambiguous . 
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whi le 5 , domestic  servants , heard of vacancies e lse-
where . S ometimes the contact the his own 
j � : 

Two f riends worked at a timber One of  them 
lef t  to be a domes tic  servant ; he had no acconnno-

of his own , so  he s lept in a with 
of labour line there , from his own 

him as s oon as he heard o f  
a vacancy in line and he went to ask 
about this . When he was offered the j ob ,  he took 
i t , and ' gave ' his j ob as a domestic  servant to 
his · f ormer s till in the timb er 

Occas �����·��-.1 workers to j obs with each 
other . 

Thomas was out of work . He had been a dome s ti c  
servan t , b ut with his over his 
too f ree use of the latter ' s  car and clothes . He 
was becaus e he was marrie d and 
had to have somewhere for his wife to s He 
came to an with a man from the 
b order of the areas , who 
had a j ob as a domes tic servant  and a house t o  
live in , but who was diss atisfied with his wages 
( $ 10 a and wanted t o  move . Thomas was 
afrai d  to reconnnend Jim to his who in his 
anger over Thomas ' s  behaviour unlikely to  
lis ten to him,  s o  he  told Jim to app ly on his own . 
Jim was attracted the p ay ( $18) and 
Thomas had had a house there that he would now use .  
When Jim app lied and the mas ta asked Thomas i f  he 
knew where he was f rom, Thomas p retended he had no 

Jim go t the j ob firs t .  he 
told his own emp loyer that he was 
home . Thomas then app lied for the vacant  

he  could not live on the wage , he was 
anxious for the and to 
find another j ob for himself , while his wi fe worked 
there .  

Those who have ' found ' the mos t  f o r  their wantok 
tend to be p ers ons of s ome estab lishment in their own j ob 
and working for  an institution with a high labour turnover . 
The b osb oi of  a labour line is  one The new recrui t 
does not find himself working dire ctly under 
this man , however . p ersons  who have p laced many 



of direct control 
information about other 

in this 
hotel ; another is a driver 
in this  way b uild up a 

the fact tha t  
have res ts more on 

acces s  to valuable information than 
that b ind the of the information to them-
selves o there mus t  be some selection as to whom 
news is  , I have never heard of any disputes 
from s omeone he was not told of an 
from the per s on who ' found ' the j ob being angry that a 
worker afterwards left i t .  Being able t o  p as s  on information 
contributes to the p erson ' s  general in affairs 
which i t  not a direct ins trument o f  

in 
deb t has been created , help 

There was a A Ndikmbo man,  Saul , had 
offered to  accompany Timothy , a Minembi friend to 
·· � � ��u � where he wanted to make with a 
driver to take him to work the next The 
Minemb i  man had shares in the driver ' s  car . 
The car them on the road : it was full up with 
various s ome men from Tipuka 
clan . As the p assengers the two walking 

at them and made obs cene ges tures . 
pursued the car to Waigani where 

S aul was victimis ed for suppo rting 
rang the police . 

The o thers one drunken Kitepi 
man at S aul ' s feet . The police took this man , 
and asked Saul i f  he was unemp loyed . Saul said he 
was and added that  he had not had work 
for s ix months . hauled the Kitepi man 
off  to him for without means of s upp ort . 
Afterwards Saul felt bad tha t  he had said s ix months 
and not j us t  a week or  like that ,  s ince now 
the man would be later went round trying 
to rais e  money to bai l  him out . The 
reas on he gave me for contri te was that the 

Minemb i  
wi thin Dei 

but hostile t ribes  
Ndikmbo and Kitep i  

are c lans within 



I t  s o  

the s ub clan ( ' a b rother ) a s  the 
found him his ob 

or  other 
c ome from tribes 

o tradi tional 

or confron tat ions of tribe 
some extent to  the clans of  

basis of the 

s movements 

that 

each 
left  

around 
of drivers 

track of 

c ons tructed all four drivers were 
company who had been there 

had heard about the j ob 
Z who had s ince lef t ;  A 

when a vacancy arose C himself 
both A and B and asked them to let him 

the Wes tern 
from Northern u �. � � =  

and he could ; C in 
there . Z comes 

but the others are 

Information s ometimes comes from 
to be made 

at work In one 
other 

o f  lads from 

had been 
a 

he had left 

p erson 
and work 

on information may want his friend t o  
o f  or be near to keep 

when he is accommodated with 
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this  work one of  these lads later gave him news of  a j ob 
had heard about elsewhere In another case , someone who 

made friends Chimbu in a labour line later heard 
from him of a had rid of a Goilala 
servant and was 

Oram lists seven main classes  of  who 
are t ime a cash income in the town . 

Those who seek work but cannot find i t ; small-
scale contractors or  artisans who find i t  difficult to 
obtain consecu tive j ob s  edu cated or otherwise trained 
men who are work s uited to their 
skil ls ; men who , the of 

leave and we may add here those forced to take leave 
when their are away ; ) men 
who may or  may not do odd j obs  from time to 

Mos t  

thos e  who may 
arrived 

who have retired 
town dwe llers ' 

chron
bo th 

find work but have 

among the unskilled  in 
Mention has been made of the 

out of work the f luctuations o f  
contract for their  The number 
of  educated and skilled men in the town is small and these 
individuals s eem to have little in their j ob s  or in 

new work . From time to time individuals take a 
deliberate ' res t between j obs  but s omeone forced to take a 
res t because his left may in fact decide to seek 
a fresh , so  that becomes There is a 
small and rather excep tional group of  Northern young 

one clan , who seem to be more or les s  
out o f  work talk 

In 19 7 1  I man 
while , 
ill go 

home s o  and 
new arrivals are dis 
intentions ) The visitor has no intention o f  
work , whi le the new arrival to s tay for a 

j us t  this The latter and not the former is a 

ref er  to have had out of work as 
This is the of  
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' passenger ' 
context : ' 

in the 
car , and s o  

' carried ' : subsist  because 
in town , in effect 

Men out o f  work are 
o f  from their 
off others ' wages . share another characteris t ic with 

the move Without work , 
and mus t  spend their 

to find a j ob ,  and 
1 

in 
emp loyed ' ) , p erson ' s 

s tate is  and his u ltimate aim is to  f ind 
This  may be after a res t ,  or as in ( 5 )  
o f f  till a rather future 
vis itors in ( 7 )  and the few men who 

( 6 ) , all o ther of 
o f  (1 ) . 

characteristics o f  
o f  urban dweller who 

' 
reasons does not 

to 

cash 

into 
those who are 

the 

I describe various 
7 1 .  

who were out o f  work in 19 70-

Angus the 
arrive in the town . Two men from his 

own at a small and in a makeshif t  
house He attached himself to 
them and s aw himself as able to and eat 
there till he found work o f  his own . I me t  him one 
when he had been in Moresby about a month He had been 

from house to house kno cking on doors and 
domestic  work . s omewhat downcast at  not 

Hageners do 
their Siane 

in one 

not seem to have such a tough time as 
who S alisbury and S alisbury (19 70)  

able to spend more than a 
In fact people may set  up 

stab le arrangements , 
with one friend and then 

two or three weeks 
But 

are without a base o f  their own . 
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, h e  was s till full  o f  exuberance was 
' He would go back home but he 

in the town for a short  while first , earn a 
money . He had all his own 

fare to Moresby , and he could no t leave 
some here first . 

Charles had been in Moresby f or 
time he had had a couple o f  j ob s . 

, spoke o f  himself as having been 
dismissed from both . l The second j ob ,  at a ho tel , had 
lasted two weeks and o ther s  s aid the reason was that he 

t work well ' .  He was not very well  dressed , forlorn 
in appearance , said little . He seemed to lack decisiveness . 
His mates his out of work down to his own indiff-

Charles was lucky in that two or three from his 
tribe who had run away from contract 

met up with a small group o f  co-tribesmen and 
numbers f luctuated from to nine) 

shared a attached to where 
one of them was a 

in return for 
A liberal let them all 

Charles could thus 
count on 

The others had all had short  out o f  work but 
never for any o f  time . Their comment on Charles was 
that he could have found employment i f  he had 
tried . But he would not bother to go out and make enquiries ; 
he in the house all day , s leeping . One of  his 
mates had offered even to pay his fare home but Charles was 
indi fferent to that as to everything else . He 
vaguely s aid he would go sometime . 

Mokei Luke was waiting for his 
leave . He was a domestic  servant and was 

carry on the but had b een given no 
wages . Unlike a visitor , a cannot expec t  regular 
financial from others , can always get a meal 
somewhere . Luke a lo t o f  time in the company of two 
other domes tic servants from his own tribe , a sold ier and a 

1 A further indication o f  his indifference . 
concerned up a o f  

2 
I f  he had not been swep t along in their company , Charles 

would have never signed up for a contract or after 
so would not have run away . 



returned 
them .. 

t j obs  in 
he los t  a 

and 

else 
man to go 

himself was 
A 

to 

to 
earned .. 50  

for  himself Then he 
a dollar cards , 

rice and fish . He 
sugar b read was too 

much to finish before it went s tale He had a where 
a s tand was at that 

t ime so he ate them. He had 
contributed clansman a car , but 

not call When he was first  out of work , 
individuals each Not many of  his 

He man from his own c lan to return a 
deb t o f  but this was not Sometimes 

food and cooked i t  at his house recalled one 
occasion when he went to the 
He was 

she 

See 148 . 

That is  a 
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had drive and had vague 
of  to for a 

licence . not a return home , where as 
an o ldish man he would be o f  ' rubb ish ' s tatus 

to more , 

Another man to subsis t on odd 
lessons and 

a licence and then go back 
home - a date at s ome months hence . He 
wanted very much to go home but in to find 
a j ob there He lived with a man who 
owned a s aloon car and waited in that he would be able 
to learn on this vehic le .  Ken had been s lowly up his 

the s ix months he was without a j ob .  He did 
j obs , in one . 50 .  A co-

tribesman was out o f  work at the s ame time and him 
on one of  these tasks ; Ken gave him . 50 .  The res t he 

on food , soap and such .  He contributed the food to 
the household which was him. 

o f  men 
One group 
themselves a 

, all 
wooden house .  One o r  two 

; the o thers do odd 

so far are 
accommodation . 

subclan , built 
o f  their number 

s eek work but are o therwise 
j obs  and 

to dri f t  on . One 
o f  their  company a thief. .  
seem t o  be 
accused of 

work are 
house them ultimate 
from their  clan j oin them f rom 

time to t ime . o f  them a definite disinclin
ation to work . He s aid that in Moresby people had to work 
hard to f ind j obs  and then work hard at the j obs  themselves ; 
he would like to go home and s ome cof fee then 

it grow and money . He had a little money in 
his bank book which he was not envisaged as 

towards his fare . He does not feel  
inclined , he s aid , to seek in the town . 

For 

The 

easy for a man to for consid-
wi thou t a house of his own . An attraction o f  

that well become a ' centre ' :  
at week-ends and s o  on , 

feels at a disadvantage . 
, the situation is more 

of married men is dis cussed in 5 .. 



I � u��.�o ' efforts to 
himself , who los t  

Nevertheless ,  even a 

but 
that 

as 

left them 
many of  

ask them 
worked there 

fact 

into his 
would feel awkward later 

another 
didn t want 

In any cas e , he 
find work to 

remove his 
them in the care 

of  never to have 
few at a time A 
of  the unskilled workers who 

information for the in Table 3 

once 

out of work on average for less 
per year of  the have been in 

for 
the 

of work for between one and 
claimed never to have been 

at the 
the two 

the 
town .. 

Individuals vary in the extent to which are 
Some for no more than the 

One these had also spent outside with-
out a j this reckoned in his average . 
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hand-out ;  o thers  move in with a friend for 
or weeks The basis for the welcome 

in a similar 
some 
from 

material return 
he is out o f  

work o r  the more numerous his become . 
And many instances where the once-out-of-work 
man is later in a to make a material return is no t 
asked for it  those who out o f  work 
attract  critic ism for off  o thers . 

The 

forfeits  
There are cases o f  irascib le men who 

one set  o f  hos ts after ano ther , 

Let us look more o f  A 
that ��.!!!:!.� on 

o f  much of the 
The 

fact a while does not carry much 
among we have noted hos ts may be 
, as well as the , those  with j obs  but no 

accommodation . It is that take rests . 
Hos ts a certain amount o f  social credit from 
others . What  is criticised is the attitude o f  mind which 

throw up or unable to 

s tate o f  connotation o f  

Police as both 
veteran described how 

he was j ob less for s ix months when 
his went on leave . He was up by the police ; 
he told them he would wait the six months till his 
returned and then work But he was 
to his account , to the Dis trict cour t .  
p ay a fine , but I was angry . 

I had not killed anyone or s tolen 
refused and sent me to j ail . ' 

I should 
them 

So I 



s omeone who does income , whether he is out 
o f  work obs or runs a 

I t  is  not that o thers 
should remember that the 

his and 
so 

person becomes an 
in their behaviour mock one o s tensib le 

the aim of  life in town is  money . It  
is  assumed that chronic o f  kind , can 
be avoided if the worker who commit 
themselves j ob because 

their rewarded in subs tantial 
increment s  of  pay have the to say about To 

the person who travels ob to j ob as 
much a as one without any j ob at all . S omeone who 

' s  wages and then leaves is the but t  o f  
had masta ' One s o  

referred t o  himself as 
I 

round in 
individual criticised the group o f  

p 155 : 

hours 
The 
on 

True a lot  about these men . W 
the , but who has a 

friend , 

and I s aid to ourselves , Where do find food? 
t work - t find money -

g o  
are men and 
to work .. 

The last comment is  
o f  concern these 
this  was a 
differ in 

James whose 
referred to in 

all the hous e ! 
and visit  their When I 

' Where am find 
I have a lit tle , and 

me money ! '  so  I wou ld cry 
money their �!:!.!:::� 

them s o  

What needled him was the lack 
towards when 

worry to himsel f .. Individuals 
find comfortable 

on pp . 1 1 8-1 2 2  was 
one Central man as 

works a lit tle , drinks , hum-
rounds ' is , his time about 

from to j ob or  about the 



another 
exercise which 
part  o f  their  town way o f  life . 
f ortab le leads to 

in town feel is 
it  is  this uncom-

bitterness  on the o f  
others Indeed s omeone who s ays that  he has ' fouled ' is not 

himsel f ; he is what he knows 
o f  others at 

his recklessnes s  and in a 
sense his 

Matthew had worked for two years as a domestic 
servant , but was told to go when he borrowed a c ar 

to a friend o f  his s .  In fact he was 
recalled and went b ack to But he had 

He 

in the house of one clan brother 
to at the house of another . 

time , ' I  am now ! I can 
There are of houses where 

.!':'..!!!:!.!::.:� are and I can choose to go where I want to ! '  

in o thers is as self-
their own inc linations 

or  a fresh But it 
as self-destructive if  

of  another kind . 

are s o  few in Port 

because 
would seek 

free to leave j obs  
o f  one ' s  own 

working for 
f inan

but are 
---

self-

strike a b alance between different kinds 
For some , a j ob s  - so that one is in 
cons tant but - is  the mos t  
mean . But to which 

and who may criticise even 
self-interest  s o  
threat t o  the person ' s fellows , in 
stick find the autonomous 

too much 

those who 
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Job mos t  

from 
the company of town dwellers 

Few unskilled 
to urban associations such 

as a or  club . It is  work that 
meet and such 
have , on a casual basis 
tenacious . turnover of j ob s  increases a person ' s 
contacts and diversifies the r ange of  men whom he counts as 
his friend s . Two individuals now different 

may have to know each o ther in the when 
worked at or near the s ame this  assoc-

iation is commemorated from time to 
wil l  be in the 
at a chance at a 
j ob contacts are o f  much less 

' s  associates . Indeed ,  from an 
view , there is a dis t inction here . 

One knows other 
trib al b ackground and 
or enmities in the town 

o f  

their  

to  the 
One 

hand , because their 
one ' s  own , and these 

, on the o ther 
crossed with 

occur mos t  at 
of work . 

was Drive . He waved to 
three drivers of other vehicles  as he One 
was a from a tribe whose 
settlements those of his own clan at 
home . The second driver came from the far eastern 

A Kawelka man from Northern have 
lived in the Wahgi p lists the 
names and s ome details of  persons mentioned in 
this 
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Melpa borders and was s omeone he of  ten p layed cards 
with . The third was from Lae , a driver for the 
then Commonwealth Department of Works where Brian 
had been employed for a short while as a gardener 
sometime the year . All three returned 
his salute . l 

On another occasion Brian had gone to visi t  a 
Central Melpa fireman friend and s aw acros s  the 
street a Wabag clerk who was working for the 
harbour b oard . The two held an animated 
convers ation . The clerk had originally been a 
s tudent at  an educational ins titution when Brian 
was a working in the grounds ; 
since then the s tudent had j oined Department of  
District Adminis tration , served in  Rabaul and 
was now back in Moresby with a desk j ob .  Brian 
had been a domes tic servant for several employers , 
a road labourer and gardener . 

Brian claims ano ther acquaintance from the time 
when he worked at the institu tion , a Kerema man 
who was then a s torekeeper . I t  was a clan-mate 
of Brian ' s ,  Simon , who introduced them, since 
Simon and he worked together for a while . The 
possibility of  becoming acquainted with the work
mates o f  one ' s  friends can further enlarge the 
range of  contacts one makes . On the way to Koki 
market one day Brian s topped to chat  with a Buang 
driver who worked for a bakery . Simon had driven 
a b akery van for a while and i t  was whi le he was 
on the j ob that Brian got to know this man from 
Buang . 

165  

Interac tion between such casual acquaintances is often 
limited to salutations although there is always the chance 
that  they may be able to do one another a good turn . Brian 
includes  among his connec tions a wharf guard and a clerk in 
a government department . All o f  them may be referred to as 
' friends ' 

Regular ass ociates and those to whom one usually turns in 
time o f  trouble are likely to be drawn from a smaller 

Brian s tressed that the Lae acquaintance was a wantok of 
his , that is , someone with whom he had a specific 
connection .  The concept is explored in the next chapter . 
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Brian was 
his own 

money when 

very drunk and were taken off  
Brian was bailed out , one the 

in the 
ins titution . The two 
friends , but was 

to a man from 
number of  

and j oins many of  their activities . Simon 
Brian , among others , were ; Richard b ailed 
Brian out . 

S ometimes the man who has been p ays back his 
friend , somet imes the friend ' for ' A 

may felt for those who sleep in 
the s ame house .  When a resident fails to return at 
and cannot be found the next , his room-mates will tour 
the cells . 

For a while a Central 
in Brian ' s 

man , Kenneth , was 
Kenneth was taken o f f  the 

when 
s tarted 

mixed up with s ome trouble 

Brian went 
a group of Minembi men at a club . 

to the cells to bail him out , 
at to do it . He was up on a 

o f  drunkennes s  and Brian s aid he should have 
had more self-control . Some Minembi were also in 
the cells . Minembi is a t ribe hostile 

are 
allies of each other See 

and were 
4 .  



to his own , a which carries over to 
some extent into the town context , and Brian did 

them., Another Kawelka man 
ties with the Minembi 

but before he had 
them and never received in return , which 
was this time he would not b ail them out . 
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What are we t o  make 
many el ements in the 

of these incidents ? There seem to be 
here ..:;;..e;..c.111,µ .1....:;; ' 

set up 
of 

at home , residence in town , 
and many bases for the 

as work association , comm.on 
act as members of groups and also 

have a network of contacts their mates do not 
share . But this is no t to the town. At home every-
one finds a in a clan , but als o has 
individual ties with many c lans In one sense , the 
urban situation this  s tructure , 
a s cale of a clan or tribe 

on 

determines group at titudes  to other clans and tribes around 
one ; this  are the links set  up 
by marriage and the town , 
one ' s  as a member tribe determines 
to some extent attitudes towards and as a 

at titudes towards o ther 

enters 

This and 

itself 

s omething of the 
the which 

he sets up , the way 
the of  the 

, adminis tration , the 
commercial concentrates on those areas where the 
migrant is mos t  free to choose his contac ts : leisure-time 
activities and out-of-work in 
these activit ies are ones we 
account o f  Brian ' s ' 
Formal associations are als o  
commodities , beer , and on 
concert to raise funds for some 

is also to a choice . 
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Such activities 
6 attention is turned 

all come , and are 
clans and tribes 

interact with o thers in 
tradition as one 

others will b e  or enemies ; 
range o f  contact but 
b ecause of  issues 

In 
contacts  

known to  have come , from 
At home thes e  c lans and tribes 

ways Some will have a 
ano ther ' s  close allies ; 

o thers  will  be the 

Council areas 

2 introduced s ome facts about group structure and 
and noted that the 

is divided into units ,  tribe s , which are further 
divided into tribe-sec tions clans , subclans and so on . The 
relevance o f  in any group is deter-
mined by context Two sub clans may with one another 
over the of a festival , but j oin 

as a 
are , divided into who are 

o f ten 
were , and still 

itional enemies of one ' s  own , and 
o r  trad

whom one 
from time to time but could also be 

called upon as friends and allies . 

With the advent o f  
different connnunication 
which one ' s  own deals has increased . 

clans with 
immediate 

may have extended 

its  component Council 
which wives are chosen 
find it 

The range o f  clans from 
and s ome relatives-in-law 

another when motor 
' wives , from 

Kainantu o r  have been b rought home men who have 
worked abroad and s ome have Tari or 
husbands from among to the sub-distric t ..  In 

town are to be found workers from all over New 
Guinea . 

The 

and in 

term..  It  is  
and Temboka 

multi-
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lingual transmission is among the ins truments which 
demarcate Hagen from Enga speakers to the wes t  
and the inhabitants of  the Wahgi valley t o  the eas t 
Mint-Bant , Minj -Banz) . Traditional segmentation patterns 
provide the model for inclusiors and exclusions o f  this kind , 
such segmentary thinking makes it easy for migrants in 
Moresby to place themselves within the context of  Hageners 
vis-a-vis men from Wabag , or highlanders coastals ; 
it also  results in a specific s truc turing of  intra-town 
relationships between Kaugel and o ther Hageners who may be 
embraced within the same category ' Hagen ' , but on o ccasion 
also confront one ano ther as two groups with opposing 
interests . Thes e  latter have a content particular 
to the town context , and social realit ies at 
home . Migrants also have into account such 
realities . 

In spite of widening contacts , at home the most influ
ential s ocial groupings remain the traditional ones of  a 
person ' s immediate clan and tribe and the alliances and 
enmities it maintains with others .  Not only pas t  relations 
but the recent histories of the migrant ' s  local groups 
affect him in town . He is likely to keep up with events in 
order to j udge where his own loyalties lie . For the very 
fac t  that within the town he may come into contact with 
people from distant places means that he is vulnerable in a 
way his rural contemporaries are not .  Conflicts at home 
which lead to homicide for which revenge is sought put him 
in a particularly delicate situation .  Sometimes men in the 
town feel they are in a s tate o f  amnes ty and are not touched 
by rural events ; at o ther times they take care to avoid 
public places where their enemies , as defined at home , may 
go . The par ticular his tories o f  relations between tribes 
and clans then mould social realities in the town . Thus 
minor urban rivalries , as in the composition o f  card-playing 
group s , may take their cue from alliance and enmity 
relations between the migrants ' clans of origin . 

But groups are not everything . The movement o f  women 
between clans traditionally affords roads (their idiom) 
along which men seek out contacts on an interpersonal basis . 
An individual will  thus have a network of acquaintances -
matrilateral relatives , in-laws and exchange or  trade 
partners - unique to himself . Sometimes the maj ority of a 
man ' s contacts  will be from among groups with which his own 
clan is mos t  friendly ; sometimes his personal loyalties may 
completely cros s-cut these alignments . A positive value is 
put on cultivating as wide a circle o f  contacts as possible 
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and this a model for the urban network . 
Brian takes in the number 

he can out : one never knows when one 
find oneself in a situation o f  t o  call on their 

men into contact 

the rural network situation are 
' way of at 

and other bases for 
with one ano ther ,  the tie has to be 

cultivated i f  a is  to result 
visits into a full 

contacts are not 
may to all intents and purposes 

one ' s  own clansmen however is shown 
on many occas ions and it is  for an 
individual to forfeit clan in the interes ts of clan 

his association will 
This  does not hold to the s ame in town . 

There one ' s  group is both narrower and wider Those 
from whom one c an automatic to be 
confined to a close , for of the s ame 
sub clan .  But there is also a that an 
individual will be the friends of the moment ,  and 

ties in town may be than those o f  clan-
Friends , as at home , have to be cultivated From 

of a common local , may come 
because of  work association , co-residence or 

Thus those o f  his own clan or  tribe or  
with whom a mos t  

ass ociates are be friends . While at 
home be contrasted with one ' s 
tribesmen or  clansmen , in town one makes friends o f  
these a s  well  a s  out o f  extra-clan 

' men at home may form n a � o· nn 

alliances with others from groups who fall into 
of enemy . Indeed , the mos t  success ful will 

contacts . The town 
who cultivates friends where there is no b ase 

These may be from enemy group s  or  a 
c.ouncil area in litt le communication with his own .. 
may not be at all , come from other 

1 Cf . the discuss ion of the 
sponsors in 3 .  
2 This is discussed further on p 

o f  

for 
distant 

Or they 

and 
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populations in Moresby , or local Papuans living there . The 
(p .. 165 ff) is someone who seeks out jus t such contacts .. 

Thirdly , there is the model o f  non-agnatic affiliation . 
At home it always possib le for someone to move away from 
his father ' clan and associate with another group , if  he 
is able to  find a sponsor there . Again , the association 
mus t  be cultivated ; he mus t  show himself as supporting the 
new group . But it is also pos s ible for an individual ' s  
clan affiliation to remain ambiguous for long periods . He 
may with one clan but make moka 
as a member of another . In Moresby non-Hageners  may attach 
themselves to Hagen workers perhaps in long residential 
associat ion , and cultivate a relationship which is not j us t  
to a person but to a whole group of  Hageners . The 
Chimbu man with whom Brian was playing cards is one such 
person .  He does not forfeit his Chimbu s tatus , 2 but for 
practical purposes can be looked to for support and called 
on for contributions as Hageners in the same compound can 
be . Such a person who actually comes from the borders of 
the Hagen area itself , and who can speak their dialect , may 
be included as a ' Hagen ' man . This  als o  holds for persons 
of mixed ethnic des cent , for example , those with a Hagen 
mother and a father from elsewhere . 

Brian once c laimed as a ' Hagen ' man someone whom he 
recognis ed in the s treet but whose name he could 
not remember . His father was a European and his 
mother a Chimbu but he had been brought up for a 
while in the Hagen area and knew the Hagen 
language . Brian claims that the man acknowledges 
the link in calling Hageners by the courtesy title 
kandere (Pidgin , ' cousins ' ) .. 

Tab le 5 . 1  shows s ome of  the e lements which make up urban 
relat ionships among Hageners and their close associates . It 
dis t inguishes princip�es of organisations from particular 
events .  In relation to home influences these are on the 
one hand the proces ses and norms embedded in segmentary 
relations or the development o f  personal networks , and on 
the other , the individual enmities or kinship connec tions 
which arise from the pas t  history of the groups or indiv
iduals concerned Thus we may contras t  the dogmas and 
ideas associated with alliance and contemporary alliance 

This is only likely to happen if his father is dead . 
2 And would not be referred to as a Hagener . 
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formations . Both have ' s  s ocial 
In the town certain are relevant 

the remains there and are 
urban ' event ' ) ..  Urban 

l'ess easy to define . 
Alliances and the home situation 
are derivative in town events 
influence In the case o f  

that the notion o f  
value in the town , 

s ame extent at home Where 
recorded as a ' town 

from around Tambul are related to themselves and 
Thes e  may be included as 

��·� � � � , or differentiated as , on context . 
A Northern man may say in the abs tract that while it 

true that outsiders and 
that nevertheless ' they are not 

the s ame ' . ' We call them 

married a 
relief that at 

__,_ __ 

Richard with Simon , who was 
He was afraid this indicated that 

Simon would never return home whereas Richard was a 
his b ride ' s  kin lived s o  far 

away from his 

The number o f  
A Northerner may note that s ome 
u��&·,��•&4�•� ) attach themselves to 
does not make them 1 ua.��.u�' L 

contextual . 
the S outhern 

but this 
� �����·11.Q•u , on the 

My information here is limited to the o f  the 
unskilled Educated workers may attach a different 

to bo th town and home events (M .  Levine , 
, to  the that one could refer 

of own . 

was made the home kin on each side to 
enter into transactions over the event . 



Example cited 
in text 

Dei-Mul 

Tipuka-Welyi 

Brian-Richard 

Brian-Gerry 

Brian-CM 
policeman 

P age 
reference 

168-188 

191 

192-193 

161 , 162 

162 

160 

Brian-EM 160 
d river 

Brian-hapkas 167 

Tipuka-Kawelka 167 
- Chimbu man 

Brian-Lae man 160 

Relationship 

D i f ferent cultural 
regions within 
Hagen area 

D i fferent council 
areas 

Members of same 
clan 

Members of ally 
t ribes 

Friends from 
different regions 

Friends from 
different regions 

Acquaintance be
tween Hagener and 
quasi-Hagener 

Group of Hageners 
and non-Hagener s  

Hagener and 
non-Hagener 

Table 5 . 1  

Relati onship i s  based mainly on 

Home p rinciples o f  
organisat i on 

Segmentation and 
alliance 

Segmentation and 
alliance 

Clan solidarity 

Diffuse s olidarity 
between ally 
tribes 

Personal network 

Personal network 

Relative a ffili
ated elsewhere 

Agnation : partial 
affiliation o f  
non-agnate 

Personal network 

Home events 

Modern enmity 
b e tween them 

Traditional enmity 
b etween them 

Alliance between 
Tipuka-Kawelka 

Neighbourhood link 
b etween them 

Town principles of 
organisation 

Personal networks 

' Independent ' 
network 

' Independent ' 
network 

Inclusiveness in 
respect of category 
' Hagene r ' 

Inclusiveness in 
respect o f  support 
group 

' Independent ' 
network 

Town events 

Confrontation in 
town context only 

Leisure-t ime 
associat ion 

Membership of 
Tipuka-Kawelka c lus
ter in one suburb 

P er s onal link rein
forced in town 

Card partnership ; 
link relevant only 
in town 

Link recognised only 
in town 

Link relevant in 
town only ; work and 
residence in c ommon 

Work acquaintance 
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other hand , when talking about his fellow-countrymen in the 
included two cadets from Ialibu which is towards 

Pangia and from ano ther dialect area . I once heard s omeone 
from the Jimi Valley (extreme Northern Melpa) ref er to 
friends as playing cards wantaim ol Mendi ( 'with a crowd 
from Mendi ' ) . It turned out he was referring to Kaugel men 
who , moreover , came from nearer rather than more dis tant  
groups , on the Nebilyer Valley side . 

The categorisation of  ' Hagen ' and ' Kaugel ' has almos t  an 
ethnic cast to it . What is going on at a small scale 
between a Hagener and a Kaugel man has some s imilarit ies to 
interaction b etween ' Hageners ' and ' Chimbu ' or ' Kerema ' . 
Perhaps it  was the ethnic opposition inherent in 
the relationship which made a Northern Melpa gardener greet 
the policeman from the far s ide of Tambul as namo ! l The 
s alutation was laughingly returned . Namo is des cribed by 
Hageners as a Papuan term for ' brothe�r wantok , and is 
used as a j oke (see Chapter 6 ) . But o ther Hageners treat 
Kaugel as they treat no one else from the highlands . As far 
as I know Hageners in Moresby have never formed groups for 
the purposes of  confrontation with any other ethnic entity . 
They have become involved in disputes and conflicts because 
of  their Hagen identity , but never acted as a group . In 
events which took place in 19 71  between Kaugel and o ther 
Hageners , there was a specific alignment which involved 
many of the migrant population in Moresby , and which resulted 
in men on both sides coming together and organising an 
exchange . 

These events  began in a fight . Fights among clo sely 
related men usually end informally , to be dropped , or  to be 
resumed on s ome future occasion . Lit tle recourse is made in 
the town to the peace-keeping measures which follow con
flicts at home (where compensation is handed over after a 
quarrel in which bit ter words or  blood have flowed . Indeed 
judicial procedures and the payment of compensation in 
general , important features o f  rural pub lic life , hardly 
operate at all .  Fights with non�Hageners are more likely to 
lead to official detention by the police ; otherwise the 
i ssues are dropped and there are again no regular peace
making devices . Thus fighting usually occurs between closely 
related persons , which makes it  ' unimportant ' , or with non
Hageners and not within the province o f  Hageners to set tle . 

The policeman had been to a school on the borders of  
Northern and Central Melpa ,  hence his  friendship with the 
Tipuka man . 



But after the between s ome and Northern 
men , there seems to have been two very 
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because o f  the distance between the groups the matter 
was a serious one and that because of their closeness  it was 
desirable that it should not be lef t  unresolved 
nes s  was combined with in such a way that , 

for townsmen , felt to do 

to arrange from 
such 

feature 
weTe als o  

o f  urban culture 
( '  , feasts ' )  are a 

life and these 

from war 
the fortunate circumstance 
Northern groups with one 
another there were few rel ations 

the town dwellers had to take into account . 
t raditional were defined in contrast to 

minor enemies to ever come 
to make peace 

and the Northern 
No such block existed between the 

, nor was there 

or in 
their s oc ial 

as 
extent that 
on a common idiom .. 

between them either at 
the lack of content in 

were 
to the 

differences 

from the t ribe owned 
was driven Carl , a fellow tribesman One 
in 197 1  Tom was at the Boroko Hotel . 

There were one 
group of  
s o  the l atter 
and asked to be 
all a little drunk . 

Or Kulumint 
account is almost 
where the b lock 
not know how far 
as an 
of the 

men there with him and a 
from Northern Carl , or 

drove up to Tom from the hotel , 
taken back to were 
When the car shambled 

be borne in mind 

enemies 
Thi s  
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about in the dark and i t  s tarted to move off  before 
were all down . Derek from and Adrian from 

Kawelka fell and hur t  themselves Derek on the 
with b lood from his nose ; the o thers were angry 
with the driver for not but he had s ince 
driven away . While came up in his 
car and s aid were all drunk . 

he take Derek to the Four 
men , led  by Adrian , wanted to chase the driver , found 
another vehicle , and Carl but Tom back at  the 
Boroko Hotel . He time with a Mulke 

Valley) and Kawelka beat 
him up ; the who was hur t  ran away . 

had assumed that Tom had been with in the 
later claimed he had never left the bar 

hurt  

The next the Northern find 
the driver again . When met Carl down a 
road accosted him and demanded what he had been doing 
the before . their fierceness , C arl  
broke loose and this made them think he  was away . 
The Northern and six others from 
and Kawelka , set  on him. Other men had heard of how 
Tom and his from Mulke had been beaten up and 
hurried into , Brian , Roderick 

��� at the and s ome o thers on their way to 
Derek in drove up in their  car , and and 

Roderick tried to break up the took all the 
u u �a-�aw� ��a men to the 

The Kaugel assembled their forces . to the 
Kuklumint car , a Poiaka and a 
their trucks , and men from as 
proper were with them . were 
out to themselves that Carl had not even 
car the It had been a man who had 
taken the Tipuka home . Nor had Tom gone in his car to 
accompany them. The Northern had been drunk and had 
not seen what was The three car loads of Kaugel 
men made for the There were now thir teen or  
fourteen Northern ��� � u a  

; Adrian had run away , 
whose who came off worse .  

I t  was the week-end 
2 

Both on the side 

set on some o f  the 
and Saul were among 

was b ashed with 

4 ) " 
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and s omeone was also a o f  iron 
By the time a car came to the s cene the 

selves 
upon . 
rubric 

had gone . 

looked on this as a serious 
around that if any 

such as  a bar 
Kawelka and 

of 

Some men answered with 

men showed them
would be set 

here under the 
Adrian , 

, is Kawelka . 
bravado ; ' You 

may be numerous but we are numerous too ! ' while o thers 
counselled peace : ' There are too many men involved and i f  
we all it would become very serious . and 

is no Let us settle this and shake 
with the other side and become friends 

to 
first time any 

come between them. Before had been 
friends , and at home had never with one another 
This was new to their to and 
should a to it ., were also afraid of the s cale 
of the affair , that s omeone would be  killed and then o ther 

in the town would talk about them (give them a bad 
Adrian s aid that that were ' all 

from the same dis trict ' decided to shake hands v 3 way as at home make ., The chief 

a room in the 
tried to 
co-residents , 

unles s  he 

to restore 

3 An 

to 

Francis has 
t.. Francis 

but the other , his 
would not attack 

side ., 

about these , how-
were made ; a matter 

each bou t .  It was necessary 
events were s till 

fresh in their minds At home are over 
much This may be related to nervousness 
over the s ocial control of  the case ( they were 
anxious to make a settlement as soon as and also 
to the fact that these were not old links 
or new which would to 
endure for many years . 



were Adrian and Roderick , the among those 
for to be Evan , from 

Minembi . Minembi are of Kawelka and 
in Dei Council but their traditional enemies . Evan 

himself works and a number of the 
Minembi in are with the and Kawelka . 
Nevertheles s , Minembi also have contacts with Mul Council 

(some of whom s ided with the 
he may have found his 

himself has a friend among his work-
mates . As we shall see , his 
unusual . 

was 

The money , several cartons of beer and 
cooked hens . A carton o f  beer about is a con-
ventional unit  of  in  urban One man , 
in reference to traditional 
money was for the sus tained 

their blood ' , while the comes tibles 

, s aid  that the 
and Carl , ' to 

were ' to shake hands' 
and res tore with the 
Another s aid that the whole 
shake hands ' and in 
seems to have been treated as a 
poses o f  money contribu tions , 
divided themselves up into 
line of men ' s houses at 
ass ociated with certain 
ical locations 

in 
' buy the b lood and 
the total amount 

unit . For the pur
the Northern 

the 
to be 
or  
On this 

occasion ' the men •• a • � c.u � , which meant Roderick and the 
· o thers  at the � � � �.� �.� , asked the ' men of  Four Mile ' and the 

o f  Six Mile ' a certain number of items . The 
for reasons . 

of  the others were domes tic  servants who had to work over 

time to 
ovens . 

The 

morning but the labourers could devote this  
the food and drink and the 

was made in the where the 
hens were steam-cooked in earth ovens 

from Koki market .  Mos t  o f  the food was eaten there 
but the Kaugel took the beer away with them. There are 

2 
Two 

role .. 

' of  

the size o f  the I t  s eems to have 
cartons o f  beer , sixteen cooked chickens 

not forceful to take an 

unit  o f  
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with worth of  and cash The 
total amount raised was in of  The most  

contributors were Adrian , a friend of  his , 
Mit chell , who had been involved in the , 
and Roderick carton o f  beer , a hen and $5 ) . 
Evan , who had the settlement , gave and a hen . Most 
o f  the cartons of beer came from other on 
the side A small group of Minembi 

Of the outside contribu tors , an eastern 
man from Kuli ' because and Kuli are 

allies This is a relevant 
to the town context does not derive 
Two Central from Ndika tribe Patrick and , con

Both were 
contribution 

tributed between them a carton o f  beer and $6 .. 
friends of  the 

was also rationalised in for 
which Northern money to send 

who had died in home 
town .. 
came 

On 

72 per 
.l.'1..0.W'l;;; ..ll..n.Cll. men e 

s ide were the Kuklumint ,  s and 
Mulke and men from the groups who 

the Men from two Mul Council 
and Remndi , j oined the 

another Mul Council 
.l.'1..U,1UU,\.J. ..L. 51 

from 
described 

Northern 
group s ..  Tom 

with some 
he wanted 

their when he gave the return 

now 
would make a return as soon as 

Of which is accounted for . It is  
for the donors on such o ccasions to 
beer to drink afterwards and 
on this . The received 

themselves a litt le 
some o f  the money went 

and cash worth about 

2 
The was that should a similar mis fortune happen 

man the Central would in 
return . on this occas ion did not erase that obli-

' but assured the of 
intention of to 
Roderick ' s  clan 
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raised The were the compen-
sation a moka sequence , where 
for restoring good 
of  delayed exchange . 

develop into a regular pattern 
At each an increment  should 

be added to the 

The Kaugel 
after the a 

, .  perhaps a 
o f  

the sixteen cartons of  beer , with an increment o f  nine ; the 
s ixteen hens with an additional nine ; and a return o f  the 
money with a fur ther $18 . The would have been 
towards $ 300 , the cooked Northern 
commented that the Kaugel had for had 
more than returned the 
There is a element 
home and the size o f  the 

to shame � 
sequences at 

taken as a 
s t atement o f  would b e  
forced t o  raise 
As it happened , , Roderick and Adrian , 
miscalculated . When they realised what the scale of  the 
Kaugel was going to be , invited a number of  
Central Melpa friends to share in  the dis tribution . Their 
calculation was that the dis tribution among 
these men as well , would maximise their future credit , 
and when the time came to pay back , would be able to draw on 
Central as well as Northern men for contributions . 
Many Central Melpa did not the obligations : they 
s aid they were simply invited ' to eat ' , for the beer and 
food were broken down into such small quantities no one 
felt particularly to make a concrete return 
later . What Roderick and Adrian did do was to antagonise 
their Northern Melpa , the men who had raised the 
first gift and who fel t  that they were not getting the 
returns individually due to them at this distribution . A 
number consequently withdrew their support Some o f  the 
Northern Melpa had als o  brought personal friends o f  their 

1 
These exchanges take place between allies-cum-

minor enemies ,  who their good relations after 
ing or homicide had disrupted them. Underlying 
between the two sides finds new express ion in the way they 
pit their against one ano ther . 
2 

According to some enumerations an additional twelve . This 
would make the $ 3 15 . 



and found that 
for , and were shamed 

not what 
of their friends 

1 8 1  

had 

The the cartons of  
beer . 
Roderick to 

Adrian and 

feas t . All on a 
but who were not received 
had other friends . The Kuli man , for 
who had contributed a hen and and now received two 

to the 

cartons of beer came with his wife and two or 
three o ther Kuli The two Central friends , 
Patrick and had contributed a carton of beer and 

three c artons of beer to divide 
six other 
soldiers 

own tribe , 
David , 

three cartons of beer were 
Central men : had not contributed before , and this was 

the s tart a ' a 
carton was to two Chimbu friends 

Not all the who arrived had been invited but the 
presence of men from other tribes , Central 
group s , forced the hands of the Kawelka leaders 
and very little was left for their own tribesmen . Roderick 
and Adrian were blamed for the outcome for it had been their 

to the from the return Their 
immediate and mos t  reliab le 
their treatment . Francis from 

were disillusioned at 
that he 

had contributed 
out of it  was a 

first time , and all 
lukewarm bottle of  beer He 

would not the next time , he s ai d .  Roderick s aid a fter
wards how embarrassed he was the number o f  who had 

1 
Brian , for cadet from Bomana 

2 
Those who had the out o f  

but who nevertheless came from other tribes were 
for the purposes of distribution treated to tribal 

Thus a Mokei labourer at the included 
among other Mokei army men . A 

man in a s imilar with 
several other elsewhere in Moresby . 
These two were ass ociated with 

their of work 
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turned up .. 

The 
, an open space 

made a return 
for this in June 

location was the 
A number o f  former 

and 
the fact that 

' 

some six weeks later , and 
the Adminis trative 

las t  minute donations , many of their mates sat in a concen-
trated little knot  in the bent on but cards . 
One o r  two had made donations and were not 
further ;  others did not 

·
at  all 

Adrian and Roderick directed the 
Ndika Patrick and Terry . Of the o ther 
about half the individuals who had been main 
on the occasion turned up with sub s tantial contri-
butions ; but money was not from the o thers , nor 
from the multitude o f  who had als o  been 
The Chimbu men at the who had received beer donated 
money , but d id not The 

have worked well if the 
had also turned up 

the number - from 
was 

eleven - who 
the number of 

by with the first , while 

seventeen and the 
men rose from thirteen to 

their contributions from 
about 28 per cent to 60  per cent 5 .. 

exclude Minembi Evan . His 
character , and on this occasion he was 
to his friend , Nelson , who worked at 
as himself . At the 

set aside s ome of his 
for Evan and told Evan that if  he were to cook some hens or 
a for that would be  He was if  
he  had , but Evan cooked five chickens at his 
own house and invited Nelson and his to eat them 
there . Afterwards Evan came up to the main arena and 

1 
I was present on this occasion .. 

2 He had made a or contribution o f  $40 , matched 
s donation of $40 . Tom was the chief on the 

s ide .. 



Tipuka - Kawelka men 

· Men from other tribes 

"% = per.centage of i tems 
(approxi mate o nly) 

5 1 

G ift 1 G ift 2 G ift 3 

Donors Rec ipients . Donors 

G ift 1 contributed (all i tems) 

G ift 2 rece ived ( beer a nd money only)· 

G ift 3 contributed (all i tems)1 

o f  
sequence 
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Plate 18 . the 
Northern 

Plate 19 . Northern 
donors 

the earth oven with 
bananas , taro , sweet 

, greens and 
chickens . 



P late 20 . The oven is and food on a trest le . 

Plate 2 1 . Beer i s  s tacked near the food trestle . 



P lates 2 2  and 

listen to the 
at the 



Plate among the ' a 
knot of donors 

Plate The b eer divided up into  lots and the food 
out 



the money the o thers 
c ontribution was manifest 

This little incident 

were no 
fit 

structu re E ach s ide was as an , internal 
tribut ion on the leaders ' decisions The contri-
butions of individuals were thus anonymous This  in 

a 

for the failure o f  
even i f  one has received 

generous 
future donors 

bound 
the first t ime came from a 
the recent with 

organ-

were the non-anonymous 
unusual rather than in 

hived o f f  from 
and were seen to be 

Theirs 
later .. 

for Evan 
to make 

of  a kind dis cussed 
claimed that when the gave to  the 

Evan two cartons of beer and 
on p .. 182 ) 

which 
returned with interest  the reasons 

for Nelson on this  occasi on were 
he had incurred at the 

show his for the 



The nature of  
between 
reaction to 

up 

.......... ..11. ""' """ men 
more o ccasion 

, which was on fifteen cartons 
raised 

the 
of beer fourteen hens and cooked food to  which was added 

s a cash of The 
was that there would be no further 

them : had the 
continued ' the 
terminal 
b ack the debt 
on 

' l which 
donors .. 

and 

to the 

men f rom almost  all o f  the 
in Kuklumint Tom 

with a well-known man from 
In addition to several 

were men from fifteen o ther 
total there are in men from 

tribes from these 

There were also individuals f rom s ix of  the s even Wes tern 
t ribes  with exists  at home 

between Northern and the 
alliance with 
Kumndi 
he had 

, and 

because 
' He has come ins ide u s  not 

like us  and have gone to the o ther side , s o  we are afraid 
he will feel b ad and so we gave to him well ' . He was 

he had received on his 
s wife , who had 

Evan ' s action as  a 
on his readines s  in 

he did not j oin them . 

1 
It  transactions on the 

s ide went Nelson critici.sed the way 
in which Tom distributed the b eer He was blamed for not 

able to  conduct a p roper distribution but j us t  let 
everyone what was their due . 
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among those who in the and thus 
on the s ide o f  the donors 

While s ome Central 
few others 
Kawelka o f  their 

men received 
f ive o f  the thirteen 

Central tribes .. 

A final .... ..... .......... r. .......... J . .... """" of  the 
Kawelka Richard , while 

married the 
s ide , but 

Richard comes from the s ame clan as 
f irst  occasion he Adrian with the 

o f  When Adrian and the o thers distributed 
from the men Richard ' s  wife 

many of his clansmen , Richard d id not On 
the third occasion , when his clansmen were 
his wife ' s  , Richard contributed a minimal 
then away from the Far from �a��u� 

he had available for the to use , he 
several o f  the in and s at for a while with 
them.. As s omeone from Northern commented , he 
both s ides and eats with both s ides when eat . 

The main would at home on enter
and marched 

in . themselves in an 
circle in front o f  the s tacked cartons o f  beer The tres tle 
on which was laid the meat and 
forward and in front o f  

o f  the beer .  Shor t  

return was 
raised by 

There 

due .. The 

that there 

would 
and 

in Tom and another then 
beer in rows of two .. A number o f  

up to claim what felt was their 
out of the way so  that the could 

distribute the items in , as is  traditional 
convention at f ood distributions 

In all the s ide numbered s ome men , and three 
or four wives c ame too . 



because 
it among men who 
were more like 
household heads 

When food 

19  

were 
But 

the contributions was 
On the first 

to 

o r  as 
at 
does 

and the 
is reflected 

The 

distribution and found 
do bridewealth dis trib-

o f  



u tors , who never have 
Bridewealth is  one activities which 
link c lansmen at home a bad distribution does 

mean the termination o f  But 
these novel 

After the initial 
almos t  
who fel t  

withdrew at the third 

themselves were to s ome 
o f  allies and enemies at home . 

traditional enemies o f  the 

Council 
S trathern 
s ince 196 7 have 

look to them for automatic 

invocation o f  
matter Andrew 

which 

were 
There is in any case contin
Minembi within Dei Council 

"�u��a man and s ent  to and Kawelka 
in the town rallied his side and g ave him 

sus tained Avid attention was to news broad-
cas t s ; it was necessary for the to himself 
informed o f  events which affected his own and o ther tribes 
at home Individuals became in their 
with o ther I relate s ome of the s tories with 
which from the Dei 
side 

A 
s ick 

There were a number 
in a s omewhat 
s tatus  had been and 

that the 
untrue but 

Adrian 
that his 

in a series 



it  was taken to be 
intention to kill him .  some 

men in town 
out to hunt for two 
rumour ,  but of the search . However , for a 
while men from both Kawelka carried knives 
with them in case an attack should be sprung on of  
them. It was assumed that the tribal enmities at home 
affected the relations o f  and 
in town , who before 196 7  were ' friend s ' and s at down 

to drink beer 

This 
attack 

had a local base in The 
the President had b een in revenge for 

In 

came tribe , o f  
the Kawelka and their allies from time time . More 

them in 
some of their 

Keith worked at the s ame institu tion as 
and and associated with 

once as in revenge for man home 
at 

A 
named as the one who had 
Keith had gone into a hotel 

where he was s erved this who was there as 
a bartender . Keith asked for a cold drink and the man 

him out a tall o f  and then turned his 
back to  The 

to 
2 

in the know. 

innuendo or insinuation , a secret  
whose will be 

described as 
circumstances which 

o f  
3 He was connec ted t o  Roderick also 



remarks 

iron 
down ! 

the first man 
hotel after this  

worked was up 
are 

to be administered 
Kawelka man would be afraid to 

over 
If  

man 

with Kawelka to 

these hos tilities and the emotions 

sequence of event s  
words i n  a 

man with 
the 

s ituation and Adrian s 
that the 

contacts which 
thi s  tribe For 

.. , ..... Jl.,,,. .. "a woman 
avoided her 

down from home and wanted to 
the women but not the 

o f  years later 
into When a 

contributions towards 
Kawelka considered 

refused on the 
&��u��� were not alone 
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Their traditional allies home include Kumndi , and s ome 
Minembi clans were also incriminated in attack on 
President In 1968  medicine bottle had  been dis-
covered among the o f  Ku:mndi man who was 
with Ndika Patrick f riend o f  It 

intended or  

were aware o f  the of the 
' s  he cannot retreat to his ' home '  in 
and circu:m.s t ances into contact with all 

kinds of men who have him. While the 
trials  were held for various of fences which 

A 

with the attack on the President , letters were 
with information about what  was 

to be made over 
the units  of action were 

tribes , and within them certain clans , the affair 
was also seen to involve their Councils and 

not 

could be as between Dei and Mul . 

f rom 
, the 

in town. 
and Kawelka for a 

sister had 
, and he was 

before she died . The 

or  
in 

do  

was still  
not s een 

had written 
that  she was dances and 

before her mother s 
�·-n-·� ' s  reaction was to invite 

her to come and married in However , 
was anxious ; after  all the woman was from Mul 

And even i f  were all in town , 
when he was at home and went to visi t  his in-laws 

would kill He was from Dei and 

An not uncommon s en timent between s is te rs and 
brothers als o  was out that under 
circumstances this would be the t ime when would be 

forward to his share in her bridewealth but as a 
he was this  She was also her 

s orrow for his 



from Mul 

are 
this contributed to 
when 

on the 
when 

their hands 
the more traditional 

Facts  relevant to 

areas of 
- and 

We 

to their urban 
ago Kawelka and 

name , 
now inhabit The 

had b een 

s everal Northern 
the Ndika side was 
for the direct 

� � µ u,�a-�awc i�a men 

an 
the 

this  
with 

f rom 
defeat at 

later took 



ones 

and Minembi 
and 

two models to choose from 
them 

t reat them as enemies 
much to  themse lves 

so  that 
in which 

The extent 
are mobilised 
of  
b een 
with 
lads 
from 

time 
them 

this 

197 1  s aw a series 

were on 
, a context in 

but controlle d .  At the time 

conflict with 

have 

that 

contacts 
that year several 
group arrived 

under the 
s ome 

card contests  between. 

also be 

of game also turns erstwhile friends 
structure 

into rivals Thi s  
who le o f  one week-s aid o f  a mat ch which had lasted 

between about six 

in 
purposes of  

We are 

groups as well whom 
He cited the c ase o f  the 

and s ix and 
with them 

the 

Moreover , for the 
with o ther 

---

Card thus involves a structure of its own 
which may or may not 

At home mat ches are 
o f  groups which are minor 

of  

between the young men 
one another 



the old enmities 
not the total cause o f  their 

of a number of 
home in down 

old fears . Their card matches with the and Kawelka 

group 

into and as these became serious 
very much afraid that would ·be 

� � � ��� , and to leave no other 
this reaction . 

In the sections some incidental information on 
I have tried to indicate 

where individuals seem the basis of  
rather than o ther associative as c lan 
It to these 

follows we shall find too 
at whi ch group become relevant . 

At home it is easy to make a distinction b etween 
clan- and tribe-based ties and those individual connections 

does not share with his c lansmen 
as But in fact from within his 

clan there will be s ome individuals with whom he associates 
for others and inter-
action cannot be in group terms . So in 
another sense a s own o f  associates cuts 

across  all o ther relations , however are formed : 
he will have ' friend s ' or ' enemies from among 
his own clansmen as he does from connec tions outside his 
clan Here the contrast is not between 
of action clansmen and a ' " 0 ��,n �·� 

but between the of  two 
the t ies which are , one ' s  relative s  within and outside 
the clan , and the ties one cultivates on an individual 
basis one ' s  ' o f  associates , who are 
need not drawn from relative s . Nevertheless , the 

of the clan and such group s  means also that the 
for interaction with clan-based friends , in 

which may have drawn them 
to be a group 

Their common o f  a subclan or  whatever is 
the relevant unit will be forth as the ' reason ' for 
their association . ( ' Of course each o ther ; 
are subclan b rothers . ' ) 



In town we 
association . The 

o f  relations 
also b ases 
are related 

a 
one no 

seen 
fact 

the effects of  clan 
these c lans are 

with an of  
to the network 
friends ' )  rather than 

from the s ame tribe ; we 

is not 
a in 

related to 

but also to a d iminished 
groups at home wil l  never 

more in town .. It  
could have been that recreated a microcosm of the 
rural group s tructure these men behaved as if 
were but of these groups 
members o f  a common c lan would associate more 

among themselves than with o ther members o f  their 
But ins tances o f  this , so that 

in a related to him 
will  

is not microco sm 
Numbers have another e ffect One feature 
l i fe is the ease with which b road 
interact for 
Northern and 
that numbers of  men 

can 
The 
Urban 

urban s ocial 
of persons can 

groups which are action units at or 
or  these are of the order of  

clans or  in alliance Thus on 

Thi s  section 
an individual ' s  
f actors in his 
ition of  
certain leisure 

form groups which are of the numerical 
in reference to their home 

' whole 

o f  s ituations i n  which 
with others appear as 

It  s tarts with the 

of the strat-
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senior 

in the 

, which makes 
the role 
have held 

in 
, be  crucial at 

a later incomer without a j ob 
with the residents 

that he goes , or 

What 

person in 
a domestic servant with a .....;.....;.....;...;.....;.........;_, 
in affairs may enhance 
individuals to his household ; 
the notab le case of  Adrian , to be 

far as residence goes . 
but are able to offer 

ineffectual The 

Because a has 
several of associate s , in 

be ins trumental in 
to 

Men who are otherwise 
accommodation tend 

of res id-
of  

obtain j obs for 
there are 

to be numbers of  men from related clans and other 
incomers may activate ties with any one or be 

space the o f  them all , as he would in 
s house at home 

In 19 7 2  Roderick , one 
house to married a 
room ,  could entertain more 

moved from a 
away . He now had more 

In 1973  one his 



wives lived with and he able to offer  
to a friend with no  acconunodation o f  his  own , who also  
wanted to have his wife in 

and one or two followers to from time to time . 
at  this may differ from those o f  o ther 

in the town and I should not 
from them. the two 

Adminis trative 
has b een bound up with 

will out a 
raw s oil , or grass 

That numbers o f  them were 
itself has had a effect : many 

have had work here and when b een 
fall back on 

unskilled who were 
nine had at some s tage found 
estate , 

A total o f  nineteen 
had been 

five cases  this was their first  
there were , from the 

and cleaners there from 

Where were 
the s even at  this 
two also lived there , one a �����' 
and Adrian . Three drivers 

or  two o thers in a small 

See p . 1 28 

in 197 1  Roderick d id not 

from 
j obs , another 

dismissed , 
compounds and 
an 

a to tal o f  

there 

in 



in 
leisure time there , 

becomes a 
tainment , to 
there are no 
house s ' 

These minor centres 
The associations are 
persons f rom these areas 

year to the next . 
when 

where one calls enter
information on o thers If  

there are 

with tribal group s . 
residence of  

from 

at Tokarara and Morata are 

is a Central 

o f  residential constell-

labourer under Roderick . 
were drawn from his 
work . For a time 

own tribe 
took up a course at 

time as a Mokei 
after local f ire 



station .  Both had 
became centres for 
where in the town. went to 

, and their houses 
from else-

for 
and 

and company , and drank 
o f  Mokei he liad 

not b een with before . 

A Minembi man , a personal 
friend o f  whom h e  p art- owns a 

lived in a conver ted caravan on the fringes 
of In 1970  two Kawelka lads were sharing with 

moved out when one of them was given a 
of  his own . then up six men , 

several young newcomers , from Tipuka .. 
were made to move from there , according to one 

, because o f  the of  the 
where worked . 

had let him use the caravan . ) So the boys 
to build a house of their own . However , 

about fo account for their  
the incident in  with local 

moved out .. 

this t ime 
Timothy .. l 

in 
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Although residents who share a house of  ten come from the 
s ame clan as the owner , men other clans of his tribe 
may strike up with or extra-tribal links 
be act ivated matrilateral or affinal relations ) .  
Thus a s eek out a cros s  cousin or  ' mo ther ' s  
brother ' ,  as Paul when he was out of  work and s t ayed 
with Friendships 
developed in town are also used as the b asis  for co-
residence . Someone a house will thus have many 
choices open to him which als o make i t  easy to leave i f  
relations with the owner deteriorate . 

An whose accommodation is t ied to his j ob loses 
And s ince it  is  more than likely he 

others from time to time , his los s  con-





Colin works at a and lives in the 
in a room with two Goilala men and a lad 

U.n.. �LA . .n..Y>H�>� , but a different 
group from There are no 

facilities , and he does little more there than 
eat the bread and s cones the 
If he wants a cooked meal , he goes to s 
house . At the t ime I was to 
had $4  with a Chines e  
h i s  credit . He would draw o n  thi s  over the 

when he wanted food . 

the residents of  a small  house , various  
arise . may be lef t  informal and 

205 

casual : whoever home from work first or  whoeve r  has a 
little money will and cook the food . I f  s ome 
members o f  the household are will expect to 

the o thers ; otherwise , it is  assumed there will be a 
betwe·en 1 s contributions 

The inhabitants of 

over one week one man 
of  meat , then a second man 

, then a third the 
involved food ; 

items individuals  
use  

Such informal 
everyone may come home 

food , and find no one 
turns up with 

s ometimes 
For ...... ............ ,"" .......... , 
rice and a tin 

the s ame 
s ame The sharing 

, soap and such 
themselves  for 

work well .. One 
o thers have 

has ; the next everyone 
may then decide to s top 

and that each find food for himsel f ,  either at work 
or  at a cafe or  home to cook privately . 
This  in turn may break down when s ome o f  the household come 
home fed and o thers  are The ones who have e aten may 
feel moved to go out 
So  the 

A rotation may be 
one week , another the 

Sometimes 
four men 

related to two 
were at the end 
, D) at the 

, the 
workers 

who have no money . 

One pers on cooks for 
als o  making the 

are set  up .. 
house .. Their 

that two o f  them 

; and 
7 ) ' 



arrange-

servant 
........................ woman 

for him .. 
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for a number of  ��!!.!:!.:!'.!!. 
visitors , the groups may 

to On one house which was a centre for 
men from the Remndi Kumndi and tribes 
held six men and tw o  further new arrivals ; the 

, four of these men and two others who had not been 
there Household members absent themselves from 

o f  households  

ments , or may use these as a cover for o ther 
a his someone 
to share of money or does not cook 
for his to come back to a 
meal ; or cooks food that the friend had aside for a 

purpose between co-resident s  break out 
for all s orts o f  reasons , but because of a 
common domestic unit , the links o f  
which are argu-

I f  
' may b e  evicted . Some

times the for this outcome , 
on an he c annot But much ----

�� .• � .. � a  domestic servant had for several weeks b een 
who had no associates in 

use his house 
a with him 

and relations betwe·en him and 
were tense over the p resence of this  woman . Joe 

he had been in his advances , 
believed that o thers  had out with her 

A whole crowd of them had b een out 
Another friend had Brian with a carton o f  
b eer an d  he of it back home undrunk. 
A clansman s tarted to the beer 

1 
Another is  s ometimes fed 

ove r  an open fire 
to have 

for 
He is  not 
after the 

o f  some o f  his friends to eat 
with him from time to time J on who has the money , 
he or  will the food to cook at his home . 

l In Joe at one Brian with a 
carton of  beer 





House Room 

A 1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

c 7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1  
1 2  

* 

Tabl e  5 . 2  

At Augus t  1 9 7 0  

• •  A l l  T , K  

1 f rom Gul f  

and . Al l  T , K 

2 EHD 

2 EHD 

2 EHD 

, 1 EHD , 1 C en t ral D 

1 Chimbu D 

3 Chimbu D 

1 Wes tern 

(bo th K) 

) � various EHD 

) 
( incl . 

Chimbu men 

I an ( T ) , 

1 Wes t ern D 

Max 
East ern Highlanders 

1 Chimbu D 

Note : T or K s t ands for Tipuk.a or Kawelka ; NM, Northern apa r t  f rom T or K t r ib es ; CM, Central Melp a ; WM, 
Wes t e rn and for All these i nd ividuals are Hageners and names are underlined .  Non-
Hageners by origin (EHD , Eas tern H i ghlands Dis t ri c t )  and s imply by numb er o f  
p ers ons . o f  the relationships b e tween the Tipuka-Kawelka men are g iven in App endix 4 .  

N 0 00 tll 





c A 

5 



work-
'!'1PU1ta-K.aW'e.llta ' 

twelve workers own , the two 
a bed or 

were described 
an 

Wilson because 
could 

had 
when he in 

The 

Room 1 Those who 
Somet imes a domestic at a 

may also eat with 
and with Wilson 

take turns to cook .. 
not contribute t o  household as a member . 
out o f  former member and 
is  now the o thers 
Room 3 Roderick , Mitchell and Martin also form a 
household , each in turns to cook . 
Rooms 7 and 8 ..  Clive eats with John and , as he 

���� at the moment Clive often in 

Room 

as well. . 
Wilson and 

Sebastian 
turns .. 

There is a b it o f  

a s  to  what  i t  was like . 
them.. I f  he has no food he 

not eat 
them for 
cook himself .. will him 

he 

t imes and Martin , eat with 

comes 
who 

from Kawelka , has a 
s o  the two are ' 

make each uni t  

is  the s on o f  a 
at home .. 

to  the 

3 That is , the main meal , the 
meal the meal is a much more casual affair , not 

while week-ends are another matter 

and 
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2 1 

away 
s ame tokens of  

and Chimbu men 

both 
father and 

and 
and 

A 

returned home 

He 
Both 

s ometimes with 
and 

, some times 
was of food . 



which he 
the 

to himself 

. did the 

involved in 
succes s  and as over 

that o thers had 
Card games sprang up 

bulk o f  the non-

o f  
sheets  of  

home to 

The 
that he had 





existence 

on a 
a soldier 

houses became available 
a Central 

married man 
and the Northern 

with 

on s on-in-law shared 
the rent The wives may on alternate or 

When there is a woman in the household 
in a rather from 

between b achelors In mos t  cases the wives are not 
not Men seem to feel 

, in a way feel 
about women in town with to 

them money , and a wife will find various 
' s  clansmen or tribesmen her small 

t ime . In turn women may more 
about the number of mouths to be 

she feeds have not her 
them is different from the casual 

charac terises all-male households . Her 
definite and she demands more 

does 

The s trenuous and somewhat o f  
Violet a Wes tern 

Her were voiced she 
had told two o ther with 

o f  women is described in later 



I 

on 
them wait 
o rder to 
mouths 

She herself 

3 
The 

s till 

a 
of  

She s aid : 

2 

on her husband s 

s co rn  

fac t  that 

to 

an incurs ion 

s everal rooms in a 

o f  years 

from their close 
her husb and ' s  



among themselves 
side sources o f  enter tainment , losers 

redress the b alance at return matches 

and this is 

matches can be 
Kawelka ' s  

as in a 
as far as 
into matches 
idea o f  the 

o f  
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Table 5 . 3 

Total A ' s  
number losses 

present & gains 

7 - $4 

2nd NM A H + $3  
( Sun) 

2nd NM man B + Q Kaugel + NM 29 1111 0 
{ Sun) 

NM man B + Q NM + CM 

7 th A A + H  I 1211/J + $4  

A + Q - $ 5  

A + H + D  14 
+ $19 

( Sun) + c + J 
Chimbu A +  Q + V Chimbu d . kn . INI + $4 

( Sun) 

llth A A T 2 Welyi 4 between A 
+ T + $9  

A +  H + T 15  + ? 

15th M, Q A + H + K +  various from 14  ? 
( Sat) + M  Q Chimbu , Tari , 

Popondet ta ,  
Karema , Wab ag ,  
Kaugel 

1 5 th A + T + E  12 - $6 
( Sat ) R 

16th T A +  T ) - $2 
( Sun) ) 

16th T B + D + E +  
) 0 

( Sun) F + p 
) 
) 15/NI 

16th T A + U ) - $2  
( Sun) ) 

16th T A +  T 
) $ 6 

( Sun) 
) 

16th A A + T  3 Welyi 5 - $10 
( Sun) 



Table 

Note : NM s t ands for Northe rn  

• .  Does n o t  give all the 
alignment s  on 
probably several shif t s  

Melpa ;  WM, Wes tern Melp a ;  CM, Cent ral 

but me rely indicates 
occasi ons . At any one session 

in the partner ship . 

** Not a p layer in Alex ' s  games . 

*** Let ters used to indicate individuals . 

# General o rigin of p layer indi cated . 

## Women p resent and in mos t  cases took p ar t .  
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��""--��� and the men on his side ' , indicated 

2 

B - C 
D - G 
H - p 
Q 
R - S 

T - U 
v 

Chimbu 

etc 

f rom the 

same clan as A 
other clans in 
from clans of  

friend from 

group s : 

and allies to · A' s  
as A 

men , who also 

s 

various groups of  men : a and b 
but the o thers are discrete ; c includes 

men 

were 
tribes , 

... ...... ................. u. man also 

ten men of  whom four to 
on any one occasion . 

related Northern 
and a 
with them .. 

Chimbu contacts of  A his friend .. 

the of i�dividual 
not o therwise indicated . 

The number o f  on one s ide may vary 
the course of several g ames , a person him-

those or who lend him money or  
those 
when he 

who A s aid that 
men had no 

there were four or 
Two of them and 
from Wes tern 
games 
and 
him at 

o f  losers to recoup 

It  was not clear whether 0 
2 

If  fewer than this  number 
groups not of their 
without the 

is , with o thers , 

series of  
friend , 

with 
' 

is the desire 
return matches 

A or  not .. 

men from these 
9 appears 





sums 

sum : 

money 
but 

the fracas V los t  the 
his 

from ano ther 
W and los t  an even 

because 
all 

In a game with 
of  his 

him with total o f  
his own X had s o  

in the game that h e  had 
his account But 

took i t  all .  He was angry 
own fault ' ,  he A 

was the fact he 
this money home . He was 

p resence in town of  
who is  married to a 
also related matrilater

he should have been 
of  money His embarrassment 

was increased that he had failed also to 
fulfil his traditional at the t ime when 
the was married s ince he should have in 
the b ridewealth . Now the s mother was here he 

his to make her and lamented 
that he could not 

also interferes with 

Two clan 

the 

like 
for two weeks 

Men feel a 
who are s een 
money and 
more than male 

inves tments 

money 
the o ther 

but he was 
he 

lunchtime 



near her own in 
included wives of  men 

Goilala She s aid she 
names - the Gorokan women she 

for 

and 

Card games are one 
s exes mix and interact 

games lead 

2 15 

See for an 

in which 
basis  for 



the c inema .. 

man 
down 

men and a 
Brian had los t  his 
it When 
was there 
water and rescued a 
up and went round 
as a centre for a 
dozen or  so  men 
till about 9 in 

The next Francis 
went to Bomana 

who s aid he had a ves t  
failed t o  find him and 
in-law was at 
Francis went off to 
washed and lef t  the 
had a 

friend were there 
Kukilike Ronald who 

one o f  
for him .. 

Owen and visited 

from 

with 

the 

for themselves 
to go to 

Francis 

well known 
found a 

cards 

Brian 
o f  

of an 
not far 





series 
a 

conducted 

The basic unit  o f  
Cooked hens 

may be 

pp 

for hetero-
is  usual for per

res tric ted· range 
cards with . The 

company of those  
also wary of drink . not 

the town and its 
did not know 

f orm little 
with another 

, or several 
cook at one 

incor
are rather 

of occasions which 
foodstuffs . A connnon 

for it either creates 
later or itself 

between 
was a funeral distrib-

f or  vis itors or 
will inc lude 

But most  
and drink is  

who will 
need be no 

there 

of beer , worth 



Two 

not a 

Their 

everyone 

the food 
drink 

on 
drink 

to 
new-

in 

S ome
hive 

incre
of commodities at 
a feast at which 

are in the first 
The 

consume 
the res t  



So  Roderick 
and hen to 
not be found on 
invited Brian 

or two 
bution 
2 

See 
Roderick 
Kawelka .. 

been 
with his 

had almos t  

case one 
distri-

involvement 
Northern 



Adrian 

Brian + 

and ) 



assured Adrian he 
he 

b ack late 



Table 5 . 5  
Pati 

Pat i no . l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
� rec ip ients donors recipients donors recipients donors recipients donors 

Amounts 

Cartons o f  beer 2 4 6 3 6 9 13  18 
Hens 1 3 4 5 6 10 14 10  
Other 1 rum 2 rum 4 packs 

cigare ttes 

Part icipants Adrian Adrif!n Adrian 
Brian Brian Brian Brian Brian Brian Brian Brian 
Chimbu J .  Chimbu J .  Chimbu J .  
Chimbu P .  Chimbu P .  Chimbu P .  

+ f riend 
Larry Larry 

Richard Richard Richard Richard Richard + W. Richard 
+ ML  WZ , WB + 2 

others 
Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew 
2 Welyi* + 2 ' b ros ' + 2 ' b ros ' + 1 ' bro ' 

Joe Joe Joe Joe· Joe 
Evan Evan 
Ndika Julian Julian Julian 

Simon Simon Simon Simon 
Owen Owen Owen Owen 
NM f riend NM friend 

Philip 
Sam 
+ 1 2 o thers + 3 others 

Total number o f  
part icipants 6 5 10 6 11 8 18 10 



Pati sequence : composition of Roderick ' s  s ide 

Amounts 

C artons o f  beer 2 4 6 

Hens 1 3 4 

Other 

Roderick Roderick Roderick 

Mit chell Mit chell Mit chell 
Perry Perry 
Lesley Lesley 

Gerry Gerry 
Wilson 

2 5 6 

Key : 
* *  designations 

+ c ontact b rought by named p erson 

3 6 9 

5 6 10 

1 rum 2 rum 

Roderick + W Rqderick Roderick 

Mit chell Mit chell Mit chell 
Perry 

Lesley Lesley Lesley + 
Gregory 

Wils on Wilson Wilson 

( Simon , (visitor) 
Owen , 

Francis ) 
Jack Jack Jack 

Frank 
Ian 
Sebastian 
2 Tipuka-
Kitepi* 

9 6 12 

W wife 
WB wife ' s brother 
ML mother-in-law 

' bros ' subclan brothers 

1 3  1 8  

14 10 

4 packs 
cigare t te s  

Roderick Roderick + 
2 friends 

Mit chell Mit chell 

Lesley + Lesley + 
Gregory Gregory 

Wilson Wilson + 
Patrick , 

(2 visitors ) 

Francis 
Jack Jack 
Frank Frank 
Ian Ian 
Sebastian Sebastian 
5 Kitepi* 5 Kit ep i + 

friend 
Roy Roy 
Max 

1 Kaugel 
Quent in 

16 24 



The b eer 



of  our enemies  
there to  

And who was 

know all about 
when another 

then 
Adrian became 
distress then 
much money had been 
week d ivided this  

and i f  all these 

increased 

away and 
cause s  o f · his 

out how 

and Kawelka had 

a 

money to  throw away this  week-end on food and drink 
for themselves where the money the last 

about Brian 
were not wanted in his house and 

cards .. No cards were found 
Brian was terrified that Adr ian and 

would come and b reak up his 
had o rdered everyone 

The details of this 
o f  

s ome 
occasions 

others  The way money is  
to soci al relation-

) and it was in a 
fallen down . Brian s 

ahead 
was an open s tatement s aw that s ome of  

and Kawelka who had 
week-end had not been short  o f  

him. Ins tead o f  
should have 
Brian s aid afterwards it 

s co.rn on his little 
he had insulted his 

o f  whose 
had made remarks about 

away the 
reluctant to 

their wealth .. 
that Adrian had 

the way 
s emi

Adrian 
white socks 

up to the knees did not any cash in 
at the time Brian , ashamed thi s  

A s  a Central 
the Northern 

had not done 



s aid 

and 
all 

money 
find it  

any 
did 

eye s  



These 
young 

has a 
but never 

A b rief 

Brian a 
with Adrian 

own 
he did 

a 
j ust  the 

to see 
that 
cheer-

Brian 



and a 
for a deb t incurred earlier 

that 
interval between this and 

than Roderick 
s everal t imes about their 

him .. 
with , but 

As the afterno on 
conversation 

card mat ch was 
other 

event s  followed 

next t ime and 
the time 

contributions 
cartons of b eer 

his side 
but 
Richard ' s  wife and 

accusation 

that  

a hen 
to be in return 
also 

to him .. ) The 
was also 

tardiness  At the last 
for which I have record the lateness o f  the 

s ide 

Simon and Owen had 
an informal basis 

when he 

effort  Brian 
roles in 

cartons 

earned , 





This  

can 
, s ince 

the 

much and in any 
Nevertheless  

had 
could carry 

In the absence 
of  

to  reflect malice or  
the fact  that mos t  acts of  

a feedback effect  

are indeed 
settlement 

and thus 

s ome
and here the s itu

home few other .tta.geners 
him to settle his 

His behaviour would be 



See p 

2 39 

an 
bottle s  
exact 

exclusive 
their own 

while it  

are not 
are als o  
to b e  mixed 

friend 
for a while , 

renewed union 
from 
oldish 



so  when he came 
up one o f  their 
The 

Friends who take a drunk home are much 

' 
smashed 

these are close clansmen but a workmate from else
where may als o  in . One Northern man counted four 
different men from his two Central f riends 
and one Chimbu 
had rescued him on 

workmate among those who 

The re are many it i s  s aid , whi ch ' 
the ' s  money but who on beer 
are criticised , 
dered at the expense o f  

the money is  s een as  s quan
others One notorious 

drinker to have finished one week-end and the 
was criticised for not his money to the 
fares home for two sub-clan brothers of his .  

man shares the drinks he and will 
of may later this 
is  in the way a 

series i s  i t  i s  , whereas 
also involves an element of investment . Thus the 

comment that he drinks all his money away is made 
of someone who is or ant i-social . Private gener-

at a bar or hotel table does not off  set his 
as a consumer A final criticism of  drinkers is that 

may say more than This is in 
the o f  the run as 
an undercurrent ' encounters with o thers 
Drunken men voice or intentions in ways 
which lead to all of  difficulties 

was 

second 
women . A 

See p 232-3 . 

men were 
them made a remark in 

to mean he was 
could be called 

who s trikes up an amorous 

mos t  
This  

f rom 
than 

A 



ance with a 
the camaraderie 
find himself  in 

the 

attack .,  

The 

the person from his 
s tatus to 

Women may 
In one case a 
unidentified 
their wives .. 

have 

selves 
iduals 

See .. 202 

241  

friends , and may 
he tries to maintain 
circulate 

them 
the 

was 
in 

no 

We 

with outsiders .. 
Guinean o f  

one o f  

i n  a more 
than occurs 

if the 
who 

relat
them

indiv
that 



various miscellaneous 
of some of  

which have 
he was the 

Two of these 
had 

ass is t ance : 
Council .. This  a 
p ..  .. The Minembi 
when news later 

not 
Minembi 

a while the 
lef t  them alone 

of violence 
s tatus in 

into 
Adrian is  

I t  should 
is critic-

Adrian 
the 

soon as a in 
Council men went to Adrian ' s 

an affair between Dei and Mul 
the described on 

into the Mul Council camp and 
the Minembi had visited 

home Adrian at once assumed that his purpose was to procure 
substances which him .. 

The o ther incident 
are Wilson , who , some of  whom 
Adrian had several times , b ribed Adrian with beer to 

a with visito r , who was from Adrian ' s own 
clan and an immediate brother of Brian Their 
brother had married Wilson s former 

the middle brother had reminded him of 
this and him. A Wilson incited 
Adrian to attack the visitor Adrian insulted the visitor 

�u��u� with s ome Chimbu and Adrian at  a hotel . were 
dissuaded the Chimbu from 

' He is 
be able to pay you 
This  made Brian furious 

the visitor a drink 
he has no money , and won ' t 

two men came to blows 
s aid that  he would not allow 

Because of his 
chi ld with her 

absence , she divorced him her 

One result of his would be to set Adrian at 
heads with his own clansmen 
see p 



Table 5 . 6  

Approx . Adrian ' s  
Pos s ible 

Page 
date 

Opponents reason on 
re f .  s up porters 

Adrian ' s  part 

1 .  early ' All the ' All the Mis taken insult 1 71-
1 9 7 1  Tipuka- over car ride 1 7 3  

Kawelka ' (diff . 

2 .  3 / 7  / 7 1  None B rian Insult over Kaugel- 2 30-
( own c lan) Mel pa 231 

3 .  10 / 7  / 71 None Mit chell ( own Losing at cards 2 0 9  
t ribe and (and tens ion over 

own role in 

4 early + ? Minemb i  Lack o f  support at 
July Timothy + ? 

exchange 

5 16 / 7  / 7 1  + 6 T ip-Kaw Minembi (De i )  Revenge for p revious 239 
+ 2 other Dei Nengka (Mul fight between Adrian 
Council + 1 Council ) men + Timothy ( 4 )  
Central Melpa ( '  di f f .  Council ' )  

6 19 / 9 / 71 + Francis d . kn .  ( t o  d o  with 
+ Mit chell 

7 Sep t . 7 1  + Francis Tipuka Explicit res entment 2 1 0  
+ Mitchell Kengeke over lack of support 

at Kaugel-Melpa 
exchange and ? 
revenge for no . 6  

8 Oct . 7 1  (He was b ribed Visitor + Acting on another ' s  2 3 9  
by Tipuka Richard behal f ( see text) 
Kengeke Wilson )  ( own clan) 

9 .  2 0 / 11 / 7 1  + T .  Kengeke S outhern d . kn .  c f . p .  
Godfrey* Highlander s  

10 . 2 7 / 1 2 / 7 1  + Mit chell T .  Kengeke Same reason as on 
James o ccasion no . 7 ;  also 

anger be cause James 
had taken them to 
court ove r  this 

* h elped him on 16 / 7 / 71 (o ccasion o . 5 ) and later on 
(no . 9 ) . 





What to the Northern 
confrontation was a conversion 

rushed in to after 
firs t sum of money out of  
but a transformation o f  the 
tution introduced the element 

245 

in 

home this would have been subordinated ,  or could have been , 
to clan interes ts In the town it  became the 
factor in the o f  return 

relations set up the as 
This  is a measure , if one likes , of urban ties , and one 
connected to the ' as autonomous indiv-
iduals In Bloch ' s  terms , we can to a modification in 
the of  

Two factors , then which the 
were relevant to work attitude s , 
ence and the ' 
towards urban clan or  
individual will 

affect attitudes 
In the town an 

than at home and will as 
he is His time-scale means that he may 

as associated with these 
men for a handful of  years and no more . In 

addition , clan is les s  in the 
town .  It is not crucial to 
and is relevant diluted 
fare It is 
whose 
connec tion .. 
of  a 
diffuse than 

a set o f  men on 
- if he has fostered the 

emotional circumstance 
ties  in the town are les s  
home and have t o  be 

activated cultivation ..  In o ther 
have more the character of the kinds of  
at home between ' friend s ' .. 

The terms ' network ' and ' ' can be used both 
and to folk Whiteman cites 

Bot t ' s  definition of  these unit s  and comes to the conclusion 
that all Chimbu in have a 
network character 

an 
a social network from 

the basis that there 
is a lack of a common in a social 
that is , a lack o f  ' all members of  the 
group on who is and who is not a member ' . She also 
mentions that an group makes up 



relation
indi vidual 

all the 
relation

comm.on bound-
f amilies 

c lose or 
action 

o f  



most activit ies involve 
criteria which are not 
entities If we take 

bounded 
the 

on basis o f  
which are mos t  

are 
not emerge in as minute social 

These do 
of the unit s  

a t  home , but i n  the form o f  ' s  
in terms o f  clan o r  trib al behaviour will be 

There are situations in which 
whether to group or ties - or 

a mixture of  both On of this i s  added that fur-
ther of 

as it  were , a network 
a friend last 

which encourages them to take 
s tand ( ' So and s o  did not treat me 
time and I m not him ) 

where o thers may be to to group t ies  ( 
should raise all we can to to our 

enemies ' ) .  While have a home model to draw on in 
the o f  an s network 

of  ' friends ' ) , this  is comb ined with the urban value 
on a notion o f  

freedom from traditional 
one s tres ses group ties , 

own way and on 
Whenever some-

to  to mind 
all the home there would 
involve not mind thi s , and s tick to their 

o thers f ind it an irksome res traint and 
of withdrawal . Inso far as ' everyone in 

, as Francis told p .  , it is 
group affiliation .  

The sele ctive character o f  a person s network has certain 
The town situation in any 

dis tant relations into near 
dif ferent tribes  o r  

�v���yg�u� ' is c arried 
created out of members 

c loser 
sense the ' closeness '  of  

s ince ' true c losenes s •  exi s ts 
are als o  friends 
friends out o f  the 

But the p rocess  o f  
friends 

t ribe or  clan 
In a 

tie is deni-
be tween clansmen who 
fact make 
clan-mates .. ) 

has certain connotations , o f  
so that it  is  a 

cultural content If town friends to some extent 



rural brothers thi s  would o f  
urban networks 

those who are friends ' ;  there. 
There is a constant 
links into one s . 

This has a 
networks and 

All persons to whom ego is 

of  
He 

or first  order s tar indirec t  access  to the 
and relations with this s econd set 

that ego 
He 

o rder star . Barnes 
members of  his second 

or s t ars  
persons to whom any one individual 
have , as it  were , this 
o ther side , from the actor s 

• Barnes  19 7 2 : 

The notion 
e go ' s  s tars o f  
But i t  seems 

in these 

to an 
so  on .. 

formulate relation

into one 

Relations 

considerable 

one 

the model 
Someone whom one to 

of course., 
a whole 

s ense .. There is a 
literature on which I do not 

purpose is to illuminate features of 
rather than cast the whole 

frame .. It  would 

a 

to construct a 
, but 

s tatus , and 
recorded in this  



contac t  
range o f  useful 

s ome would claim that 
every contac t  is a friend 

the model 
enemies  

not corres
describe 

order stars ? One 
could of contact s  

t o  

o f  as enemies 
f riends with , with 
the res idual form his s econd o rder 

But 
must be taken into 

Two factors 
is that the idea of 

an someone with 
introduce ego contacts and thus be between 

is 
does not s ee 

s ervices o f  o thers in this one could 
describe as second order contact s  ego ' s  associates who are 
in the first and friends of  his own 
close circle 
his t ie with 
them 

latter friends of his in s ocial terms as 
These distinctions are to the 
behaviour . A second comes into 

Distant 
tribes  or councils , or 

enemies 
network 

One may contrast friends and 
distinction those more les s  

cate-

Given the 
cultural connotations , 

the 

to out that enemies  are als o  
close that i s , involved with ego , and 

contrast between close  

distant 
under 



Nelson for 

anyone 

The 

mat ion 

common me:mo,er·sn 
out a 

Barnes 
networks from the 

create 
2 

o f  
the 

do  
to  

blocs .. 



An item is thus 

Each 
pres sure to 

He exerts p ressure 

traces out the 
him travelled 

in the town too But 

25 1 

contexts in whi ch s tars emerge 
was Simon Brian to know 

other Poiaka men , with s ome whom he later became 
friends . At the of introduction one s ay a 

could 

activates order contac t 
o f  i s  to establish 

and order 

ref er to others as 

may 
sense 
is 

s o-and-s o  rather than of themselves 
is mos t  used for such 

Brian ' s Nor thern 
would refer to Central 

friend Ye·t 
with 

any 
on Julian as  

should the o ccasion aris e , 

I have that one may 
the mos t  limited manner 
between his Northern 
friend insofar as 

Brian was 
and 

this man ' s 

That is , where the trans fer from C to B has 
cussions on the relation between B and A 
incidental to it  - as is the case that 
his money from C when he hands his 





discover how who is  in touch with B and C ,  is  
affected the relation between B and C - that 
demands the use of the network As Nadel 

his use o f  the term 
to indicate the 

this  is done 
Rather , I wish to indicate

. 

o f  the links themselves and 
s o-

' must affe c t  
ones ' 7 ,  

it  is  that A and C either 
will be  or  will think o f  themselves as linked to one another 

Situations do aris e , nonethele s s , in which 
between A and B will be affected by the 

between B and C .  There is a further case in 
Adrian ' s  attack on a visitor from home , who was Brian ' s 
brother p ..  From Brian ' s o f  view the enco un-
ter between Adrian and the b ro ther (C )  affe c ted both his 
own attitudes and his t ies with Adrian (A - B)  .. 

writes : 

The essential idea behind a s ocial network is 
that the variations in the behaviour of  in 
any one role may be traced to the 
e f fect s  o f  the behaviour o f  other people to whom 

are linked in one two 
o ther different role 

, in s ome 
(196 9 : 46 )  .. 

On this  occasion , Brian did not interfere , s o  we could 
isolate a network or chain o f  

Brian 

also interact 

with 

Adrian 

(B)  ---- C)  

Adrian the 

contextual . The 
men are A and C 

Moreover , one o f  the 
be bribed into his 
was his p revious enmity 

at Brian in attacking 

vis itor 



contextual 
the 
and 

thus 

as 
between Adrian 
all about 

This 

notions of  network 

the o ther 

in 
relations between B 

above the order more 
, both to of behaviour and 

these 

arises 
utions 
ment 

clo ser to 

communication and 
relations 

s t ar 
' s  

would 

One 

govern
or gan

is  

i f  networks are seen as channels of 
mes s ages about norms 

the content o f  any temporary network 
1969 , a ,  b ,  

sets  with 
lat ter as 

des cribe the Ds as members of 
occasion or the A,s as members 



when the connection is a woman (a 

. 255 

where behaviour towards her close 
from the broad o f  ' Chimbu ' or  
In both of  

in  advance - the p ro-
an , how to eat at . a  Papuan ' s  

house - and this means that the incomer i s  to s ome extent 
indeed on his contact for introducing him 
to the s ituation . Diffidence about how to behave may 

and sustain the he feels on the inter-
, in 

themselves .. 
among 





force o f  the home 
on . The sense o f  
reinforced in the 
individuals that 
those who 
becomes a 
Behaviour which 

a p roper stress on 

It is  
have any 

257  

------.;......;;.... and s o  
i s  

s t ated desires  o f  
the evidence o f  

home thus also  
in town .. 

s omeone ' s chances 
o f  

to  s ay whether thes e  Hagen ideas 
and whether who have , for 

will in town than 
it is s een .. 
carry no threat ; but 
which their  

are ano ther matter . 
is  at the s ame time at the expense o f  
and a t  the expense o f  s ociety a t  home . 

involve 
contacts , 

Given that the numbe r  of  
seen as  his 
that  this  i s  a feature 

o therwise comparab le s tatus .. 
card games and drinking 

In addition s ome have 
o thers almos t  none . 

When work ass ociation is  reinforced common residence , 
c lose may This happened 

Francis and a Kainantu ( fellow worker )  who 
for a time formed a household . 1 We have s een s ome-

o f  the involvement o f  Chimbu work-mates in the 
described in 5 .  However ,  it by no 

means that such contacts  will into friend-

For 
S amarai 
Patrick had a 
cooked for himself . 
who had 

See p 1 46 . 

shared a hous e  with two 
in rooms . 

in his own and 
been up Adrian , 

gone elsewhere , and in talking 
mentioned how alone he was , that 



Mul Council , the 
the Dei Council 

to take the 
the coffin ' and 
fare o f  the person 

and Kawelka 

anim-

number of  

most chance o f  
of work o r  

some permanency t o  the 
their interaction 

a 
not 

worked under 
was held 

which , 
for the dead man 

had 



and corrective ins titutions 1 and 
one to  a set o f  ' from Finschhafen , 

Goroka , Mekeo because us ' .  

The Finschhafen man was a driver at  the s ame 
institution at whi ch Keith worked , thus a ��Q.!. 
He had contributed £1 towards the 
send Keith home . The 

he had made a 
contribution .  The Gorokans were labourers in the 
s ame work lines as the and whi le 
the and Mekeo were workers in the mess . A 
number of  them had with c ontributions . 

the ' was an individual from Hula 
who did not work at the institution but who had 
become a friend o f  some o f  the 

had met him while out for a drive for one 
the men s ome b ananas and 

On this  occasion 
hens and a little for 

domestic servants tend to be more isolated , 
may be s truck up with 

Brian first chewed betel when he was . 
a Samarai 

far own. At a time 
as domestic s ervants 

set  up a rota 
servant . 

Because 
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Car d rivers hold 
their skills are in are hired all kinds 
of 

1 

2 

Thus when Joe first obtained his license 
a PMV truck for a group of Chimbu 

��·�u ��&� ' s  case is instructive : 

as a domestic  servant in 
he drove for a while the car o f  whi ch he was 

It broke down the year and 
he had to go b ack to dome s tic  But he  was 

on the lookout for a j ob .  A Chimbu 
man one came to his house for a driver 

way in which these persons are treated as a 
on their  own 

See p . 1 44 . 



for a PMV 

a 
ated with Chimbu men and 
with them. Week-ends their company . 
Then there was a over between the 
owner o f  the o thers who had b een 

company took the 
Chimbu friends for 

, who had been one 
vehicle 

Jack work for a garage . But he was 
found he was not 

literate and s ent him 
dustcart .. What 

a j ob a 
is  recorded 

to note here is that when he 
men , he did go 

u�M�u mates but tO the hOUSe a 
Boroko He found there his former 

associates whom he addressed as 
and told them he had a j 

cooked food for him 
s aid ' It 

whatever you do - but 
with us at 

on with the Chimbu 
he found work 
to two 

until  

But he was not  with this  j ob The vehicle had 
no p roper PMV license and did not at 
want to drive it . he behaved 
with a show o f  
up in 
In 
he earned for the owners over a 
months . He was s o  angry at not 
that he an The car was a wri te-
of f .  He he had collected from fares that  

and gave i t  to the owners them where 
could find their vehicle That he once 

more up his Chimbu friends .. It was not until  
left  that he took to 



26 1 

The value of  
to should the 
anecdo te 

with 

contacts 
aris e  

1 

Brian met Mdkei servant , with whom he claims 
that the clan to 

which this man home had to the 
Kawelka land - ' So I know where i t  

these Mokei I am friends with 
this , he s aid .. to  kill , 

for s ome clothes 
Luke was the 

went to a and met a Kerema a 
So 

of Brian ' s on the that both used to work 
at the s ame The man left after a while , s o  
d i d  Luke , which t ime s ome o ther Central n�.� � Q  

come and Brian on with them. He became very 
drunk , go home with anyone . a 
Chimbu who to be in the bar came up and , 

to the way Brian retold the event , rescued 
him. He had seen how Brian was and j 
that he should be  at home . The Chimbu was a doctor 
at the main and knew Brian a 
friend o f  his who als o works there .. 

Mos t  o f  these remarks to unskilled whose 
j ob s  make no demands on their associations with 

ion al men .. is 
friends persons in these 

bas is to 
than among the 

b ec ause relations at 
s t ructured .. 
mates 
tated 

ethnic 
a career 

different for 

is 

j ob s , on the o ther hand , e thnic crit eria 

and 
boundaries and 

He also had 
to 

2 
See p .. 165 . 

others - ' Oh 
to 

friends across 

a vehicle and a PMV 

is 



an 

near 
' mother ' and a ' from a group 
contrac t . At week-ends he would 

he was 
and go out 

the man re turn 
feed him. sponsors such as 

them small sums of  money from their wages 
however , d id not survive the 

he met the at Koki 

The c ar is an 
contac ts with the 
Kwikila who worked a t  the s ame 

in o f  

t o  drive him home one week-end . When there the 
asked t o  the and gave him bananas and 
coconu t s  Said did not me any money 
p ay for the car me and I am his friend s o  I 

One have j obs which take 
��.��¥�.� , a bread 

most  around 
t ravel ..  Some 

but to ' round town . 
Statement s  o f  this kind came from about a third o f  
men . But the res t  have all travel led - either on PMV 
vehicles  o r  in the cars o f  their to at 

I 

least two or  three loc ations outside the and a number -
another third - have away at such 

Richard was 
passengers , he used 

in the house o f  a friend he had in one o f  
these h e  would his own 

mates - Roderick , Simon , Brian .  For a while b o th Richard 
and Simon to win from the 

an 
very 

cars there is almos t  what 

his own or not , may feel under a dif fuse 

And have had 
Port 
2 

All Central Distric t  

work in the environs o f  
I men .. 



will work after 
o f  the spare 

maintenance is a 
with non

friend at a garage who 
vehicle for the cos t  

thei r  friends 

an 

are amateur mechanics 
trained men , and few 

outside 
When 

may p rove 
vit al. . 

and Francis drove out to Kwikila one 
week-end Not far from there the fan belt gave 

But had a f riend in Kwikila s o  
obtained 

a new fan belt from this friend and borr owed a 
spanner which he with When the car was 
fixed he returned the s p anner and his money 
back.  The fan belt would p ay for later for he 

owed his friend the cos t  of a new 
which he had been a few 

He had then left him his o ld and 
�ue:ntin was known to the Kwikila as 

he had a b read round there at 
his way b ack from Kwikila on that 

o ccasion s c ar had 
sprung a radiator leak near 
there who knew him towed him back to 

o f fered to p ay but the man s aid , 
- later you can me a drink o r  

ov���u.�u.� ! ' decided he would visit  this 
friend over the new year and take him down a 
He to Kwikila to  redeem his watch 
the week-end and also decided that while 
he was down there he would carry on to Hula in any 

C f . Oram 7 )  There is  a central 
business  distr ic t  near the h arbour and a number of low 

suburbs laid out on an Aus tralian with small 
centres . The town is 

follow a prosperous and c ar-oriented 
life ' 

who 
Aus tralian way o f  



case 1 A 
a wife from 
at Kul a  

n o  resources 
he up 
area where he 

on 
s omewhere 
news at home 

S ome 
then return .. 

away from town and 

Colin s truck up at 
Koki market and where 

hunted He claims to have several months 
there . When hosts  to Koki market with fish 
to s ell , he would and look after the 

He went 
week-end 

hous e  o f  Stewart ' s  
its clutch broke 

clutch for 
them 

towed 

of  friends in Francis ' the 
the at  at the 

relat ives On the return j ourney 
the other side o f  A pass-

immediate 
could not f ix the 

have it towed 
their own way back 

mechanic who would mend the 
o f  $ 4 or ; s ome o f  



On 

women and children . The 
when he 
reappearance in , 
to come and visit , but he 
contact 
a Hanuabad an , 
gang .. He 
his wages and 

his 

was broken 
On his 

s ent talk for him 
did no t take up the 
contacts  Colin claims 

a fellow labourer in a 
this  s house ,  

fur ther out o f  
h e  s ays h e  was offe red a house and 

land if he wanted to all these 
contacts  Colin claims to have s truck up 
with local women .. 
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whole , connec tions with local are considered 
if he has no clos e  kin in town , 

may not worry themselves if a chooses 
himself in the hinterland . I f  he associa tes 

another ethnic group in the town itself , 
others will be  more critical . However , the following , 
t old Mokei , that friends are sometimes 
anxious for their s welfare . 

was a boy , Edward ' s  father 
had come 

and the 

from 
settlement 
Later 

shared , and came to 
at the s ame time . But whereas 

set tled down , Edward became a rover . He app ar-
went to where , to Roy ' s  

account , he married four Goilala women . Two o f  
them h e  rid of , but two h e  had children . 
However , he lef t  them to go to where he 
was with brothers of these women , to 
whom he made a small He for many 

small Goilala settlement in t own 
in with another Mokei 

a j ob .  His Goilala 
af fines were s aid returned home , and 
Edward was of  
one o f  his  wives to  

It  was while Edward was s till at  that 
heard about him from o ther Goilala men . He 
decided to go off  and look for afraid that 

land Edward would be killed . He 
and s earched but did no t as . far as 
At he had the luck to find a 

Chimbu with a Goilala wife and he two 



he 
Edward , 
interests .. 
t ill Edward 
Edward drinks 
no money 
went b ack 

Chimbu a few words 

his 

after who 
was man drunk , 
and s orry for him because 

The o ld . man 

associates with 
base but also j 
alienates them if 

This  

Robert found work 
He had 

1 An e lement in ' s  

old , sent  him off  with a 
friend , and s o  he l ater 

was out of work . man who 
town may widen his 

from his own 
with o thers  is  too 

to Robert 

domestic servant in Korobosea . 
with a 

lived in 

was the deference he 
towards an o lder Mokei man o f  a s  Edward als o  
in He linked these two 
wait till o ther s  were before 
had had a childhood 

he would 
home .. He himself 

with both father ' s  and 
Mokei 

in his 
His s tatus  is  thus akin to that of a 

In thi s  
that h i s  home s tatus  did not i n  f ac t  
chances o f  and a there His relatives had 

to obtain a wife for him and it  was his desire to 
escape which led him to  s eek a labour contract 

wanted to marry me a wife , and women c ame and turned 
head with me I did not like it . And a married woman , 
too , she came me . I t like thi s  s o  I ran 
away to the ------
2 See p 
3 

The man he had known from the when he was on 
a 



their house e  One 
PMV truck , under a 

their 
Goi lala 

received s everal kni fe wounds about his face and 
He fell down · him 

was taken 

A number of  his vis ited him in 
However , none of them s aw themselves as 

under to pursue 
Brian s aid If  Robert went with us and 

with us , we would But he lives 
with the goes around with them too . I f  
we had b een there on the have 
but if anyone wants to do 
to the 

has become a 

which was 
them. When he f irst came to 

than his 

work , but fel t  that  he should not leave them at  
this , after he  had shared their  money , their 
food , their If  he had then when he was 
at the to make s ome return 

live with his the 
Contacts o f  

this kind d o  s e t  up whi ch may be felt 
at the expense of  ass ociation with 

Mos t  of the above 
among 

vis it , may 
has the init ial contact 
of the o f  

o f  the ' ...... ,. ..... ....... . .,,, ..... , ........... ......... """ .... = 

later section 

basis .. When 

is described in a 



even 
e f fort themselves 
the hos t s  

the 

describe 
another 
focal 
in the 

connec tions 
wife 

tie , both Northern 

with 

This 
less s o  to 

to 

in 

his 

Hula women tried to strike 
the Hula af fines 
f rom the husband ' s  

upon minor services 

Franci s  came who were 
the road to visit  their son-in-law at Bomana 

had b een j mother-in-law shouted out 
knew 

money to 

to Bomana 

s ix wives or  

, me s ome 
Francis looked 

came up and s aid ' O 
___ , 

I ' m  here I have my wages . '  
she wanted and her fare 

f rom Kerema rest were 
informal mos t  cases short-term liaison with 

with two One was the wife 
of S tewart , Kwikila woman who had b een 
married to a attached to Kumndi 

had was local 
cus tom to wait until  after the birth of children . Stewart  



was child less  but had made wife s kin .. 

union , or their 
matter , comment that b ridewealth 

are Simon was Lea Lea woman for 
a while but was daunted at the o f  pay 

, OOO with no return . 
i f  with the overall 

fact this  sum is 
o f  b ride-

wealths which include shells as 
well as money it i s  

at home 
has to find rather than on 
o f  senior for 

aid from his mates in to 
contribute to what in that context is 

than to ventures as a truck 
can all share It is not that the wife 
one man but there is no s cope in town as 

there is  at home , for her to her husband and thus 
his clansmen her moreove r , , the 

may well remove himself from the bachelor company 
of  his the very men whose he needs to raise 

one 

Stewart was He married his Hula wife in about 
and was able to -call on wide assistance Someone 

this out that in those there were 
and everyone was in 

, with a much 
more to themselves . £400 was 

the first time , 
£100 . Of  the f irs t 

a further 
as £300 was s aid to have 

b een raised that this  union 
should have a o f  s 

o f  Hula 
women marry non-Hula men and the show that 
11 per cent o f  non-Hula men were New Guineans 
196 8 : 

has not made any to his 
wife ' s  kin which could be called a bridewealth , he s ends 

to them from time to time . He estimates these 
have totalled about 

been a domestic  s ervant , mos t  of the time 
In 1969 he was at  Koki market when a 

At home tho se who a groom mos t  will themselves be 
married and with established families . 



woman was in 

her 

ways o f  
come then 
if you don 
account she 

the ways o f  

their 
have 
all 
home 

M��-·� ' s  wife was 
himself had had 

to s ee her 
on the fact 

and 

in 

down 
at come 
sit down all 

a 



house with 
the 

her brother 
instrumental 

to 
it was who told him how to behave 
the af fines-to-be and who advised him to 

on his behalf 

various 

wife ' s  
and 

between 
in 

friends o f  theirs s ince A and B are friends 
A should B his sister 

are made much 
demurs that 

the woman ' s  kin are not 
are from the 
the absence of the bride ' s  
becomes anyone ' s  definiti on . 

But the 
are 

other 

sume menfolk in the town who claim her as a s ister and who 
may press  for But herself may various 
demands o f f  or leave and return 

the each time . Often such 
affairs do not last more than a few months 'When a is  

The ' owner ' of  the land where he buil t  himself a small 
house comes from married to the s is ter of his former 
Kwikila wife . His connection with the Daru man has outlived 
the He makes this  man o ccasional of  
or whatever he  has  · The Daru man in  turn the land 
from a inhabitant  and all the res idents  in addition 
pay this individual 50c  every 

' s  to find a wife for 



taken from 
onism may be 
first c laims 

towards 
families 

terms 
man to man is all 

wealth 

unions .. 
is 

home , and have 
influence 
Real 



from home in 
to various o f  his 

vis it him. Thi s  was 
t rans actions which he 

defence mechanism. 
between 

persons 
some structure to 

defensive in the sense 
the fact that the 

mat ch the 

a definition 
s ituation .. 

2 7 3  

his 

in the o rder of 
came to 

about .. 

which arise 
I have 

the 
may be 

These 

were limited , and one 
without detriment to 

behaviour are thus 
home to the 

can never 

I do not discuss the 

This  discussion is not 

of  ten 
In 

in the it to  the 





mos t  crucial ..  
home .. But 
for the individual 

The the mos t  
cut themselves 

tations there , 
o f fers few alternative routes 
who about 

enhance ' s  repu
The town 

however , 
can j 

scale is  
in  many 

to the male members of  a clan 
has conscious 

s ome such as  Adrian and Roderick 
have such aims There however , a 

of  ' I  am as as The ection of thi s  
sense o f  self-worth a s creen which 

the whole 
s ec tor in which the 
s t ance o f  als o  counts .. 
In mos t  c ases fellow s mos t  

reference group 

o r  



to 
made o f  

used will 
claimed 

when 



of  ten 
' brother 

Out side 

as in 
haf en Lae area may be 

The rationale is  that w 

us up and us the 
are maternal 

addressed the Motu 
in the 

to three 

Finsch-
or 

were the who 
wor d  o f  Lutheran Mis sion ' : 

be 
come 

Those who 
vernacular Thi s  

District and 
' behaviour towards 

and its environs is 
different from their attitude towards o ther , 

other More effort is made to establish a 
contact which will be  An here is  Kerema. 

I was told may be addressed ( ' )  or 

themselves 

connotation of  a 
I t  is  used 

group tie 
Common 

under the rubric 

l!!!!!.!:::� is dis cussed further on pp 293 . 



be made in 
this  



means 
s ewerage a 

Goilala 

to 

of 

and 

2 7 9  

the term i s  
from the 

as dustmen , which 
estates with no main 

for the 
are 

s ocial consequences 
' 

to be afraid o f  
may be 

in certain 
s ome even do 

outside 

some of the gory s tories 

lated bodies  been 
o f  the Goilala is not 

o f  Goilala in 1970-71 that 
Christmas or that 

of  The 
the fact that 

every unknown attack is attributed 
with other groups but it  is 
the incidents s eem to 
behaviour Goilala are so  
not walk about alone 
to an obsession 
the formation o f  

between 

It is also s aid that 
but 
hard 

because 
in the roads 

outside - a 
road 

that 

ensure do 
this does not amount 

Nor does it exclude 
between Goilala and 

, and as  
first i s  one made 

an identification 
, and whi ch 

these o f  j ob s  
of  Chimbu who find it  

out 
work it  was 

it was both in the open 
to an institution 



outside one 



Goilala would not 
This  attack was thus 

There 

rants in the 

hensivenes s  

In some o f  
selves , i t  would 
Guinea is 

the 

conscious 
numeric al 
s ometimes 
because 
roll call of names 
Rabaul 

created with 

encounters with 
to 

little far 
o f  
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such 
further ; s o  

However ,  

as a case o f  Goilala 
, and this fed their  app re-

as , the 
went on to New Guineans 

not e  that to on the labour 
A 
the vis itor 

had too many home 
that New Guineans 

Wherever he went 
knew he was a New Guinean 
hand may do a 
them to leave the town 
was told 

New is  we 

also 
from 

___ _...;;.. __ ...;;.._ 

beard and 

kinsmen 
One such visitor 

them to go  back : 
i s  

b e  





One new arrival fell very s ick 
after to limbs , a 

o f  ' ������� ' ) and s ome o f  his clansmen concluded that he 
have food from local , while o thers 
may have been attacked while he was at a 
from the who are themselves  

the s ame A who · went 
to 
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in the bush the town came across 
a grove o f  coconuts Goilala settlers . 
fell s ick after It was assumed 

the 
catch thieves s uch as took 

from this not 

Someone who wins at cards may be afraid the 
losers wil l  be so angry that ensorcell him .. 

Brian was several games with his work-mate s , 
�uu�uA men from Mul Council , s ome o thers from 

and He won 
after that had bad luck after b ad In the 

end he concluded that the loser s  taken his name 
and made with it s o  he would not win 

surmised that the man called out his name 
and knot ted up a rope while so , thus 
it , then the names of  the Brian had called the 

he won and threw the into a hole . ) 
the have such 

In fact any enemies , 
see 
o f  

t o  fears o f  There are cases 
sicknes s  to from Chimbu 

lab ourers on and from a Kerema work-mate . 

sorcery is  manifested in madnes s , but 
the victim falls s ick . In two cases the worker 

returned home because he could not s ay 
that is  , itsel f  
in lassitude : one ' s  flesh swells up , one feels weak 
at the j oints and wants t o  indoors all 

to be materials in the in the 
s imilar to the found in the 
whi ch at home are made int o  lethal 
But also  of  
nails , iron , and 
such as Chimbu , 

as well  .. 



that all 

He is of ten 
hat 

abnormal ' 

That is , 

c ards with 
them went 
money he had 

demanded he 
went o f f  and was 

with 
s tones The 

and the Gorokans 
the 

in 

b oasted 

minds 

s ome 
so 
the 

a 

since 



In 

had come off  
with him .. 

do not ' head ' 

' 
i f  the Gorokans ever discovered 

would take revenge . 

With one group , Tari 
exis t s  like feud , 
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c lo se 
o f  

between individuals feed 
the two 

between 
This was not s o  in the 

The with Tari 
s aid to have 
men in 

above .. 

o ccasion had to go 
the Tari were 
attack on a Ndika 
them.. He was 

An 
down to 

and had to 
go to 
Tari were 

for two weeks .. 
interested in 

those who 
were 

as from Tari proper from 
other localities towards or in the Southern 

whose are dis t inctive 

the 

The attack on the Northern described 
on pp .. 280- 1 
No 

1 

surmised that 
between Tari and men who 

b een o ther en
to be from uan�U 

which was Tari were 



whenever 
around with 
trouble with 

is 
I 
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seen in the company of  
o ccasion a exclaimed at a 
ride to a that he was ' 

This is  s aid to be 
clubs . On the other hand 
'self  up to solicit custom from 
c an introduce them to . 
a while two Kerema , and an unmarried u���u woman 
whom there are very few in �� � LA - with a f riend she 
had made when in Lae . The that he also 
offered to find them-
selves attacked when s een New 
Guinean He in turn was 
small sums o f  money He 

because o f  his ���� �;_;;;;a._;;_;;;;�...._..;;;;..;__._, 

find 
those  who l ive 

in 

be  lifts  o r  c an 
town and comment 

visit  their houses 
ences vary s o  
them.. It  i s  
incidents are 

that it is  
that 

Some c lothes had been s tolen , and the came and 
the o f  his domestic servant , where he 

found suitcases to the servant and to three o ther 
who had no accommodation of their  own . He 

asked them to take their  cases away , then when this  had not 
after a week , rang the The 

up the cases to see i f  any o f  the clothes were there . 
This  behaviour on the o f  the was des cribed 
with little emotion : it  was j Abnormal 

was another from 
a servant after his car had b een smashed up .. The 

had been told to the car in order when 
away and on one worth o f  

The servant 
he and his 

was not to dismiss  him but ask him to 
the servant and his friends 
found the res t  

from time to t ime seek the of  
individuals take to demonstrate 
contacts , there is no cul tural 
of  a Thi s  i s  consonant  with 

I in the 
discussion on networks that  intermediaries were mos t  





o f  as 
ular group claims at  any one moment 

man is  

The 

o f  o ther of any span 
New Guinea 

these units 

remains a 
interested in the 
themselves 

and domestic services 
among thos e  he is  familiar with . 
his culture , a made 

as a reference group 
' s  culture and to s ome extent  
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a 
disad

Goilala were 
afraid .. 

in 

comment on 

who share 

reward s  in terms o f  and social 
were moral which accords s tatu s  

t o  How does this 

It  would 
mechanical rather 
��· M&,, � , visualise i t  
various sectors and 

have 

The is  
rather than a transl ation 

the town is  
as  

with its  
thus interde

the administrative 
familiar from 

units There is  a 
of  commercial 

of  





amoral . are 
which code behaviour 

This  is , however an 
I know lit tle 

at ions 

never 

leas t  
sel f , observes s ome 
for i f  it was 
group s ; there 

fostered  

O therwise there would 
could not feel 

feedback a 

1 

anomie 

as 

The 
At 

one
work 
Guinean 
For 

s ome
goes to 

with s omeone h e  has 
him in s omewhat 

between them. See 
of the 





the model 
used mos t  

may 

addition o r  

term not 
and interest s  but 
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distinct from the 
noted in section on terms and 
also addres s  o thers 

this  It  

do 
But I think 

�!!.!:.� is 

i t  
group, 

in 

o f  their own 
connotations o f  brotherhood 
the mos t  salient feature o f  

attention to 
groups ,  that 

one has 

thos e  who a common 
draws attention to a 

or ass oci-

as all 
two different dis-

to  use 
vernacular ' - rather than 

are , and thi s  

---

' may 
o f  their , for home 

This can 
be  a bas i s  for between 

..!!!:'!:!:!!::.:� is  one o f  many terms whi ch to some common 
but is the one which refers most  to e thnic 

that when men were their 
share food with them more 

on the basis of this  

versa .. 

on the borders 
as 

areas 





would use 
distant from 

of men who were a 
individuals have 

man from .............. J!.'.,.Q 

O ther Ndika were all 
had been 

A ' true may als o  b e  a s  s omeone who can 
relied upon t o  When with his Kerema 
friend p ) and was rescued the Chimbu man, he s aid 
afterwards  that the had b een worried b ecause Brian was 
not in the company of true �:!!.!:� f rom his own 

who would s e� that 

translates a 
between 

peers , 
says les s  

invoked where 
be demons trated or 

would be 
his own tribe to 
both with the 

well use it  o f  
friend 

Indeed , 

s ame age , s ame 
decide to  return home 

common decision 
thus match their life 

died were said to 
of what their  

the force .. 

has to 
a 

term for brothers within 
would be 
and know the kind o f  

one ano ther He 
or to a non-

in conversations with 
for a s ay he gave 

f or a 
o f f  to see a 

this can s ound as 
is under constant pressure from the s ame 
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relatives connec ted his mother 
related to him in a rather 
The term is· ·even used , then , of  
differentiate a man from his  brothers . 

with o thers in his 
j ob may ' I  

are 
a man 

is  
and I 

I gave him some money ' • A 

' 
we are all 

court 
any 
o f  d is t ance 

The content o f  the 

at  
he had 

s ��� 
Distance 

of  the kind ' We are not 

one another , 

town we are 
were urban 

us make a and 

on relations 
as either ' brother or 

use it  in town to refer both to clans
a group tie and to extra-clan kin as wel l  

and his relatives 
will  be used i f  the 

terms . To outsiders , 
the 

his own relatives , he s ays 
cover any connec tion . 
' brother ' or  

kin ties , or  encompass all  
of  a dif fuse kind : may be 

It can mark out 
brotherhood 

direct  o f  a return One man contrasted money 
gave to some tribe b ro thers here his with o ther 

he had to a mother ' s  s is ter s s on .  He 

is 

that the latter would make return but I don ' think the 





is thus an 
ethnic ties 

was 

voices outside .. 

the nature o f  
a Northern 

his wife in town . home she had 
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in a cargo cult ) and the cult 
in another were s aid to be  

One she woke , 
husband followed and 

in loud tone s , the 
unconscious . The husband 

beat the wife so she fell forward 
v��u. � her back into the house 

and while voice address  him 

___ ) The 

the 



7 

So far little has been s aid about 

is money which 
to their own account it 
to the first 

; it is  money whi ch facilitates a recreation o f  
o f  life in town , 

with home and which 
enables them to maintain links 

both the incentive 
and the block 
are not economic matters . 
very much reflects  the the 
Finance is a central idiom their 
behaviour and motives In 

about urban and i ts reward s , i t  is  focus 
and values indeed , if  there is any cultural 

their way of  life and modes of behaviour 
town , it is to be here The role of money 

is also Few 
could be  bothered to remember their household expenses , when 
I asked mos t  gave detailed accounts  of their 

transactions with o thers . I t  is thus an 
, a medium 

much the coin of 
which 

on to entertain certain 
character or 

in themselves in a dilemma . 
few of them residents 

the becomes 
Much of this s tems from the fact that money is 
currency at their 

Contra 
economic factors are 

not that non-
197 2 )  but 

factors may have non-economic 
dimensions . The is taken 



influence is in 
social control ,  

and hesit ation in 
the absence o f  

301 





, as  
dis cuss ion o f  .t:'.!:�::!!!�� 

balance -
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s ame 







In his 

various j ob s  









Job 

1. Soldier 

2 Policeman 

3 .  Fireman 

4. Oil company 
employee 
(apprentice ) 

5 .  Mechanic 

6 .  Driver 
a .  for company 

b .  for PMV 

7 .  Domestic 
servant 

8 .  Gardener/cleaner 
attached to 
ins titution 

9 .  ' Outside ' lab-
ourer , e . g .  for 
PWD or builder 

Table 

Attitudes expressed by 

Men in this j ob 

Conditions generally good 
but patroll ing is 

All right , but wages are 
low 

Proud 
shif t  

Good pay and condit ions , 
though personal commitment 
may be low 

Proud of  
because 
by others 

Others 

Sometimes exciting , but over
regimented (whereas ' ou tside ' 
labourers are free ) ;  patrol 
work very hard 

Same constraints as being a 
soldier , poorer conditions 

An important j ob ;  lucrative 

Admired because of use made o f  
education rather than for 
actual work 

Admired ; the ambition of many 
(associated with desire to own 
and maintain own car) ;  a 
use ful and lucrative j ob with 
transferable skills 

of  ) These are the most 
but ) j obs within grasp 

hours, ) unskille d ;  
at ) from home values fact that 

beck some cases ) a driver can go home with an 

Would not change j ob to 
non-driver , but grumble 
about constant p ressure 
collect 
ing 
pay 

perks , but 
have to 

) asset  (his experience ) and get 
be ) a j ob there ; regarded as inde

) pendent in that he travels 
to ) around and cannot be 

to 

) checked mobility 
) prized ; paid 
) 

A occupation , 
variation in 

short hours a pp re- some are well off 
housing may be a and o thers not 

problem 

Pay may be too low and Reasonable ; likely to be 
service not recognised ; given housing 
more independent than 7 .  

Tolerated l ieu o f  to all 
better j ob ;  to being paid 

* This is not For a number of j obs , for example , barman , storeman , 
o ffice boy , in factory or cook ' s assistant , people have no wel l  

defined set o f  at titudes , similar o f  hours and work conditions 
applying to individual cases . One hotel cook was because his prominence 
gave him power over o thers in his establishment . Those who have hopes of becoming 
or are members of the Public Service regard themselves as well off  and commit ted 
to Moresby for several years ; because of the prospects of  a pension , others say 
of them that they have ' strong work ' . 



j ob 

could 
for 

o r  domestic 
attitude o f  

I n  all these bored with rou t ine. 
desire 

ations ( 
attend 

ones 
exposure to the 
none is  The 

inclinat ion 
The f reedom o f  
the contracts 
forces 

in town 
which meant 

i s  easy, 

with 

In these attitude s  there is no consistent o f  
the work from the o f  view of its  urban lo cation 

, with 
as a mat ter o f  One o r  two , with 
about the the 

suppose that town have better access  
to s chools and adult education p ro gr ams where can 

their educational s tandard Some u s e  the 
to read newsp apers and attend 
increase their 

The town 

in 
men . Of. 

town with educat ion One youn g  domest ic 
servant , s ee wanted to remain in town for 
several years to continue his education he to 
j ob as a c le rk to was another des ire 

Twelve 
away from �?; -. � �·u 

terminated 

b een to scho ol ; s ix ran 

above 

o therwise 
duration ; 







with 



of 







The owner passenger truck with his 
and driver 

P late Boroko s treet scene The three cars  









Tab le 7 . 2  

S e l f-
Occup at ion Gardener Domes t ic D ome s t ic Fac to ry Dome s t ic O ff i ce employed D r iver D r iver 

Income 
Wage $ 15 $16 $18 $ 19 $20 $21 $25  $36 $56 
O ther 0 0 0 $ 5 d .  $ 4 . 05 b .  $26 s .  0 8 c .  0 

$ 10 h .  
Tot al $ 15 $16 $18 $24 $34+ $47 $25 $44 $56 

Expenditure 

1 .  
food** 2 . 00 4 . 00 . 00*** 1 . 00 5 . 00 3 . 00 
rice 2 . 00 1 . 00 3 . 00 
meat / fish 2 . 00 2 . 50 3 . 35  10 . 00 
sugar . 42 3 . 00 

. 5 0  . 20 
. 90 1 . 00 2 . 60 

s o ap , e t c .  . 50 1 . 05 

2 
1 . 50 3 . 20 1 . 00 2 . 30 2 . 00 

beer 8 . 00 2 0 . 00 5 . 70 ? 6 . 00 ? 4 . 00 
( fo r  pat i )  

o ther ( incl .  3 . 00 1 . 40 2 . 00 . 30 . 50 
port 

2 . 00 2 . 00 7 . 00 10 . 50 
cards 3 . 00 ? 2 . 00 

Sub- t o t a l  1 + 2 10 . 00 6 . 00 9 . 50 1 8 . 5 0  1 . 00 2 4 . 22 2 4 . 70 9 . 00 15 . 5 0 
(+20 . 00 )  



Table 7 . 2  ( continued) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Gardener Domes tic Domestic Dome s t ic Office 

3 .  

4 . 00 
4 . 00 6 . 00 4 . 00 11 . 00 9 . 00 

deb t s  repaid 12 . 00 
savings 10 . 00 4 . 00 

Sub-total 3 4 . 00 10 . 00 6 . 00 4 . 00 1 1 . 00 2 9 . 00 
(+2 0 . 00 )  

Tot al spentlD(l> $1 4 . 00 $16 . 00 $15 . 5 0  $22 . 50 $32 . 00 $53 . 22 

* Income der ived from :  d .  debt repaid ; b .  returning bottle s ; money in hand ; s .  

** Block des ignation given by informant 

*** Sum allocated to another member of household for purchases 

# Spec ial purchases , for example , shoes , clo thes , wallet 

## Rotating credit  contribution owed to  others 

### Amount p la ce d  in deposi t  at t r ade s tore for subsequent use 

to the pati ( a  private one ) 

7 
Self-

employed 
(maimed) 

$24 . 7 0  

8 9 

Driver Driver 

2 0 . 00 

15 . 00 

5 . 00 40 . 00 

4 0 . 00 40 . 00 

$49 . 00 $55 . 50 

c .  c ards ; the contri
regarded as a transaction . 

� Includes also contributions , for example to a returnee ' s  farewell party , as well as direct loans and also c asual gifts 
to help o thers out for which no direct re turn expec ted 

�� Discrepancies between this figure and income : plus = money in hand 
minus = money previously in hand not otherwis e  counted income was also 

spent . In some cases the numbers may involve ideal than 
accurate enumerations 



These are all 

wor th each 

variation 

bananas , 
or eels are sometimes 

which is eaten come s  

We our 
o f  

Sometimes 
like it ..  I 

and 



lend o thers 







two radios , a 

also 
from home 

themselves .. 
b onds 

a 







7 4 

Total amount in h and 

Food and 5 .. 50  L OO L OO 00* .. 00* 
expenses 

Clothes 10 5 .. 00  

Bee r  self** 15  .. 16  

Beer uati  10 00 

in b ank 20  10 20  

o f  2 .. 00 -

C ards 20 00  

Loans � t o  1 2  5 0  7 0 0  
other -

.. oo 3 0  











has s everal 
the 

o f  the f ir s t  

...,.,.....,,, 11... .. ..  house 
the term 

o r  











tense over the actual of the 
l ack o f  skill  and the way were 

The intes tines a 
s j ob .. 

assis t ,  
1 The 

t o  eat the 
asked each 

informed about the feas t and i f  
Tom was The were 
thus t re ated as a r ather distinct group Indeed , reference 

to the o f  the in the 

P late 

A comment on their  
town.. were not 
h ave d one and all 

and some 
the feas t as also return 

and which had been returned to 
before II> 

men!\> 



for 
men 











f ormer transactions 
ful fil their 

to s ome 
to  make 

and 
an 
below .. 





account and ] 
I 

I took all the money out 
addition to the 

Now I have b ank b ook 
in it I am fed 
and eat up my 
eat the money 

The one s commitments 
will meet 

a demonst ration of 

S ome res entment als o 
visitors themselves who 
is  to be 

in 
prove not 
at home know how 

over the money 
presence 

attitude of these 
which 

chances 
this would 

but that 
amounts of it 

town and took b ack home were 
in f act effected 
The belief that 
is , which grows 

had with them when c ame . ) 

over his finances 

If so-and-so does not me , 
There is money at home - don 
I f  don t I shall 

If indeed there is money 

is where the money ' 
the in 
in ano ther The one 

' in 

I shall go home .. 
have to work here ., 

go  home 

is not 
offe rs , but is the town 

b ecause own inclination 

Tab le 
domestic 

last two to 
o ther close 

See 8 

which Matthew 
b rothers have made over the 

from own tribe and 
recorded are all those 

that is , money at 















personage .. 













































handle 



















money 
home , in 
a 
up the 
brother 
mos t  o f  
This was 

distressed 
the 

he died On 

See 

beliefs about the 

of its  
the 

a 

s aid 
the car would break 

s everal 
break down . 

the cultural 

revenge on his 
were not treat-

387 

coercive effec t ,  nor are 
lives One visitor to  

s anctions 

to b ack 
belief that his own b�o ther , 

._a.a.v u.J::.JLJL money to 
arrived to find the 

the b ro ther took 
to on cards 
as theft o thers 

of  
anyway , 

to a 
very 

such as he 
in t il l  

i s  an innocuous 
of ten heard 





would s eem to be One would not wish to over-
the incidence of these s exual o f fences . Sometimes 

incidents 
attention 

friendli-

from time to time cases of 
in the newspaper . these 
, should at leas t direct our 

women in the town . 

fewer than cent o f  the 
o f  from were women .. Their numbers 
have increased s ince Almo s t  all were wives of  

There has been no  influx of  barren 

venereal 
from other areas 

as the fear that the 
ation will not 

male-female interaction 
as many 

Of  women 
made between those 
behaved like 

home to j oin their 

fresh from the 
the town A b rother 

usual for such women to 
a who le range of men .. 

their s tatus 
than men to find 

sexual 
for 

rules about 
that there lie 

with women .. 

d i s tinction is 
have 
and 

who have come from 
The liaisons and behaviour of  

much their own affair 
their show of 

are looked upon as 
after in 
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ancial transactions with one another , in which women have n o  

I am s till  

Cloud 

At home links 
o f  

for them to drink. 

b ec ause 
be towards home .. 
Katherine 

over there 

here -
cry and feel bad 

in the formation 
not s o  in town : the 

with affines but 

intermediaries 
o ther ethnic groups ) is  

between two 
, the 

to cement their urban friend
o f  their 

at 

town thus have 
Yet 

threat to men . That some ��. � � �H. � �  

bache lor  e thos men ) ; 
Q"{)"Q'fr"•"{)" l"'l. n rl "{'.l' ' and 

those with wives at 
have had wives whom have abandoned 

say that of this and are 

the 

A number of  
Sometimes 

to f ind a 





others 
union and then the 

was his 
that he did not attack 

her because 
who have 

all is their 
not want to lose 

Women may be b lamed the c ause o f  
between men This  i s  conventional attitude 
unofficial courts deal with what are from the 
view troubles 
double evaluati on 
and that n�n ' s interests  

Their attitudes are 
women cause 

are not 

a 

threatened s ince 
the town these 

over women are o f  no accoun t . In 

furthe r  
involved 
from the 

traditional notions may be a 
incident which had 

s aid that many men 
held first at the 

from home 
, because 

over a female . are 
a for a lot o f  talk? ' ,  he asked 

The about it now the more there would be 
later e  lead t o  fur ther trouble it 

rubbish matter anyway do with a woman . Simon 
traditional notions about troub le ' to 

the activities of those who were to it 
on a formal some discussion ; 

the urban-derived value that the 
les s  the bet ter 

that 

One Simon £ailed to  come home At that time 
was 

s 
affair with 
her It was 
Chimbu 

Chimbu 

Chimbu related to 
he had had a brief 

and then abandoned 
c lan-mates that the 

everyone , 
on the alert 

out in his whi ch 
the on the 

















he 

it 

themse lves in 
an idea o f  

the time 





was a 
a 
the 

half 
least 

would go home 

return to Port 
[ sin ce 
have 

In 

unable to a 
Further dis

about 



P late 
and a 
fence s takes for a new 
coffee 
P late 33 . A 

-----

been in 
under a year 

and returned without 



P late A ������� 
of his new men ' s 
the friends has visited 

intentions added 
then he would cease 

with friends in front 

One of  
; another has worked in 

he were to go home 
and his 

house and s t ar t  how-
ever , and this one or two others also ment ioned , was the 
debt in annual taxes which he he owed the local 
council over his years of  absence . He added that 
he had liked when he first c ame , now he was fed up 
These three men were s till in the town in 4 .  

o f  Brian ' s  calculations are worth He set  
time . One 

the unex
ca r .  He 

in late but returned in mid-
' 19 to return to some 

s ix months later is a known but not very common 
Those in j ob s  which leave o ften 

take the to it in ; but the average 
unskilled will  not have been back before he returns 
home the final time . In addition to a 

I had been home on 
there and then returned to 





to 
like 
which 

o thers  
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to house  

owner 

5 

Total 13 

Owner here W�:CU.lL�ilL� 

residence in uwc �. �� u �  

12 

4 

House i s  

owned 

o ther HC* *  o ther 

1 1 2 

1 

1 4 3 

o f  
, and s o  

where owner i s  owner-









B .  Aspect s  o f  relati onships between Tipuka-Kawelka men named in text 

Tribe and clan Name Personal kin links 

KAWELKA 

Clan A1 sect ion i 

section 

�::��i s�- - i 
-------,--- Richard - - - - - - - - - 1  : 

Adrian -- - : 
C lan B -- s ame 

C l an C 

sub clanE�::�::�-- -

1 1 _ _ 1 
Gregory : 
Mark : I 
Mitchell 1 

T IPUKA �C lan D 

Clan E �sub clan 
( Kirepi)  

sub clan 

sub clan 

Clan F lsub clan 

sub clan 

Clan G*�sub clan 
(Kengeke) 

sub clan 

subclan 

Clan H 

Clan IL sect�on 

section 

i 

i i  

i i i  

I I 
I 
I 
I 
I I 

I I 

�����=�- - - j i 
Derek - - - - - - - - - - - - - .J  

.!...!.. ---,-- Paul =- I 
Jack _J:-=-=-:i--1 

i 

I 
i I 

------.-- Perry==-=;- 1 

i i  

i 

i i  

I I I I I I 
Ian 

Mart in I 1 I I 
-----...- Quen t in - 1 - .l  I 

Wils on : 
L ar ry - _ J  
S aul 

Colin 

* J ame s , Ivan , Hugh , God f rey and Harry (see Chap t e r  4 ) are also o f  this 
clan .  

Not e s  on B 
1 .  The clan desi gnations are g iven as in A . M. S trathern (1972c) .  
2 .  The b rackets on the r i gh t  hand s id e  o f  the names indicate per s onal kin 

relations b etween t ho s e  linked together . Kawelka and Tipuka are 
heavily intermarried , and such l inks c ould probab ly b e  extr apolated f or 
mos t  individuals . The ones shown here are those claimed to b e  o f  s ome 
immed iacy ( solid lines) .  Broken lines indicate more general relation
shi p s  to person ' s c lan sec t i on o r  subclan (no t all p os s ib le connec ti ons 
are recorded) . 
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5 

The 

1 teacher urban ( 
teacher - materials 

doctor 

5 technician in 

6 

8 not 

9 mechanic car 

10 that the s everal 
and not 

11 

12 . oil company drums 

13  d river , a small land cruiser 
not a 

betel- nut vendor at  with money vis ible 

15  fork-lift  d river 

labourers drain , in rural not urb an  
c ontext 

17  l abourers a number lined up for roll c all  

18  domestic very smart and at a 
copper , not a machine 
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groups  were described as equally good , l but the work in the 
final group (e)  was hard : both the labourers , the betel
nut vendor ,  domestic , agricultural o f ficer , and cof fee 
p icker . A very s imple hierarchy is postulated with two 
levels : occupations (a)  to (d) all on one level and 
the (e)  j obs  being below .  The reason for placing certain 
j ob s  below others was that they were hard work . Roderick 
used the criterion of  ease , but group ed them differently : 
( a) the teachers  and doctor ( ' the work i s  all right for 
thos e  who know how to do it ' ) ; (b ) mechanic ( ' that i s  really 
good ' ) ;  ( c )  carpenter and oil  company employee ( ' the work is  
e asy and does  not physical exertion ' ) ;· ( d )  agricul
tural o ff icer and coffee picker ( '  are easy ' 2 ) ;  and (e)  
all the res t . Again (a)  to  (d)  were all as good according 
to the se criteria as one another ,  (e )  differentiated 
as j obs  he would not care to do himsel f . Thus he s aid he 
did not want to be a driver because there are t oo many 
accident s . His mos t  emphatic  personal preference was for 
the mechanic ,  whi ch directly reflec ted his own ambitions . 
He had had an opportunity t o  train as a mechanic in Madang , 
but had listened to influential men at home who s aid he 
could be t rained in Hagen and had come o f  it there . 
(He s aid that it was because he had b een angry at the way 
he had b een ' deceived ' he ' ran away ' to the coast ; he 
was , in 197 1 , thinking of returning home to assist  local 
entrepreneurs there .. ) One domestic servant picked out only 
the occupations he had acce s s  to (or  supposed he might) . 3 

He p roduced five levels : (a)  both drivers ; (b ) betel-nut 
vendor ,  coffee picker , agricultural o ffice r ;  ( c) domes tic ; 
(d )  l ab ourer ( 16 ) ; (e)  labourer ( 1 7 ) . He refused to con-
s ider the o the rs , but these he in an overall o rder , 
from (a)  highes t  preference to  (e)  lowest . 

C .  Those who j us t  selected some for comment . A number of  
the unskilled men s aid they were not  able to j udge the 
occupations because they had not b een to school . Some ran 
through them producing a reason o r  s tatement as to the 
e f fect that each j ob was good in it s way , though the lab
ourers (16 and 1 7 )  were out as working hard . The 

This  i s  a segment al model : an array of  h9mologous units .  
2 

The o ff icer was understood to  be j us t  sup ervising the 
work ; picking and processing coffee at home is or is not 
regarded as onerous depending on context . 
3 

j obs  for us un skilled) ' .. 
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Jobs , unlike the deployment o f  money , are largely beyond 
the migrant ' s  control , and are not a currency for compet
it ion among them. 



were also 



Table 6 

Income 
Debt ret .. : ) 

Total .. 00 .. 20+ 

30 90 

beer .. 6 8  
3 .. 00 .. 20 

6 .. 00 4 
contributions 25  .. 00 

friend ' s  
o f  

Total 1 7  .. 









8 

Income Loan : overtime : 

Total $ 7 7 .,  25 03 

rice 1.. 6 .. 20  
mea t  5 .. 7 0  7 . 92 

2 .. 05  2 .. 10  
1. . 9 0  1 

t inned 1.. 7 0  

sugar ? ? 
c ream .. 30 

.. BO 
2 .. 00 4 . 00 

.. 25 
b ananas 00  

1.. 20  

Sub - to tal .. 77 

household .. 30 
3 .. 4 .. 05  

? no soap ? 
beer 7 .. 5 .. 5 0  

1.. L 
7 .. 

20 .. 00  
.. 40  50  

visitors 

Total $ 76 .. $ 111 .. 











Glos sary of Pigdin terms 

as p le s : origin p lace , homeland 

b aim b alu s : lit . to 
cash gifts made to a 

a p lane ( t icke t ) ; 
worker 

or vis i t o r ,  incl .  money his fare 

b e lhat : angry , resentfu l , aggrieved , 
full of revenge feelings 

b irua : enemy , opponent 

b isnis : p ro fit-making enterpris e , esp . 
rural cash c ropping or entrepreneurial 
concern 

b o i : labourer , s ervant employee 

bosboi : ove rseer 

bus count ryside ; rural are a ,  hinterland 
of village or town 

fulwok : unremitting labou r ; 
imposed on someone who is 
duped or tricked 

gris to persuade by inducement or 
f lattery ; to t ry to influence s omeone ; 
to hold out expectations 

hapkas 
whether 

of mixed 
d ifferent 

origins 

haus boi : b oy house , ac commodation for 
employee esp . domestic servant 

kagoboi : laboure r ,  c arrier , 
contrac t  labourer on 

kampani : ( 1 )  busines s  concern ;  (2 )  
allianc e , (3 ) to be in 

for pooling wages ( s ame 
sense as 

kanaka : native (derog . ) ;  country
s omeone not c laiming any 

s tatus or position 

kandere (kantri) relat ive through a 
mother or s i s te r ;  cousin 

kompaun : re s idential area provided for 
a number of (usually 
several grouped round an 
open area) 

laik b ilong mi : my own wish , inclin
ation ; i t ' s  up to me ; it depends on 
on what I want 

landri : ( 1 )  p aid domes tic work ; (2 )  
( p l . ) domestic servants 

45 1 

laplap : wrap-around clo th ; length of 
material 

leb a : labourer (who works ' out s ide ' , 
l it . who works in the air ; 
f i g .  who is unskilled not 
member o f  an ins titu t ion ) 

unable to 

marit : married ; ol marit , the married 
people 

maski : never mind , it doesn ' t  matter, 
too bad , s o  what , what the hell 

mas t a :  male employer (ori g .  expat
riate ) ; male European or foreigner 

mekim sande 

mis is : 
employer ; 
foreigner 

to pool wages 

or wife or 
or 

pasin : cus tom, way of doing things , 
habit , behaviour 

pasind i a :  (1 )  travelle r ;  (2 )  s omeone 
out of work or otherwise dependent 
on o thers for sub sistence 

p asindia ka : p as senger mo tor vehicle 
(PMV) 

pas india meri : p ros t itute 

pat i : ( 1 )  party , feas t , celeb ration , 
commemoration ; (2)  to give a 

e tc . inc l .  funeral feas t , 
or meal ; (3)  to 

make (ceremonial) 
give a p res tation to a to 
compensate through 

paul : 
to 

paulim : to trick spmeone to one ' s  own 
advantage , mes s  s omeone up , lead 
someone astray 

p le s : p lace , locat ion , site ; one ' s  
home area 

mate , contemporary; 
age , career ,  s choo l-



pren : ( 1 )  friend ; (2)  to cult ivate 
ties on a personal basis 

raun : t o  wander ' around ' ,  to g o  as tray , 
to travel with no o ther purpose than 
to s i ghtsee 

re s is : t o  b e  in compe tit ion with 
someone ; t o  be antagonis t ic towards 
them 

sande : see mekim sande 

s t e s in :  government station , European 
s e t t lement , urban are a ,  town 

tambu : (1)  something which is forbidden ; 
a sign prohib i t ing behaviour , acc es s , 
e tc . ; (2 )  in-law ,  affinal relative 

tanim het : a formalised courting 
encounter in which the two partners 
' dance ' with turning motions of the 

head 

tok b okis : concealed speech ; allusion , 
innuendo ,  double entend re , anything 
with a veiled meaning 

wanpis : someone bereft of friends o r  
c l o s e  relat ive s ; who cut s  himself 
o f f  from his natural companions , or 
rej ects the claims o f  his friends , 
etc . 

wantok : lit . someone f rom same language 
area as speaker or re ferent ; f ig . 
someone with whom a relationship is 
claimed on a categorical or group 
basis 

wanwok : someone who works at some p lace / 
j ob as speaker or referent 

wok :  work , employment ; a j ob 

wok mani : wage ,  earnings 

wok b o i : employee , wage-earner 
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ERRATA 

On page 3 6  the re ference which reads ( ) sh ou ld be (p . 3 2 )  
4 2  ( p . 5 1 ) ( p . 5 2 )  
7 1  p . 36 p . 3 9 
7 7  p . 68 p .  7 1  

1 1 1  ( p . 10 6) ( p . 10 7 )  
1 1 1  pp . 7 2 - 3  pp . 7 1 - 2  
1 2 0  p . 62 p . 60 
134 p . 1 2 0  p . 1 2 2  
138 ( p . 139)  (p . 1 62) 
147 p . 2 1 2  p . 2 1 1  
1 62 p . 155  p . 15 9  
1 7 1  ( p . 165 f f )  ( p . 146f f )  
1 7 3  Tab le 5 . 1  1 68- 188 1 72 - 1 9 2  

1 9 1  1 9 2 , 195ff  
1 9 2 - 193  196-98  
1 6 1 , 162 166 
1 62 1 6 6  
1 60 1 64 
1 60 1 64- 65 
1 6 7  1 7 1  
1 6 7  1 6 6 , 1 7 1 
1 60 1 65 

2 0 1  ( p . 2 1 2) ( p . 2 1 1 )  
2 1 1  pp . 145 and 199 pp . 14 7 a nd 203 
2 1 2  pp . 333-42 pp . 336-45 
2 13 p . 244 p . 243 
2 1 6  p . 2 1 1  p . 2 14 
238 ( p . 206) ( p . 208) 
240 p . 232-3  pp . 233- 34 
241  p . 202 pp . 20 7 - 8 
242 p .  1 9 lf f  p . 192ff  
243  Tab l e  5 . 6  1 7 1- 1 73  1 75 - 1 7 7  

230- 2 3 1  2 3 3 - 3 4  
2 0 9  2 12 - 13 
239  242 
2 1 0  - (de l e t e )  
239  242 
c f  285 

250 p . 242 
2 5 1  ( p . 23 2 )  ( p . 234) 
2 5 2  ( p . 2 3 2 )  ( p . 234) 
2 5 2  (p p . 254- 5 )  ( p . 2 5 1) 
253  ( p . 239)  ( p . 242) 
260 p . 143 p . 145 
2 6 6  ( pp . 263-4)  ( pp . 25 9 - 6 1 )  
2 66 p . 63 pp . 70- 7 1 
2 7 7  pp . 293 p . 288f f 
285 ( p . 247 )  ( p . 243) 
295 ( p .  ) ( p . 2 6 1 )  



On page 2 9 9  the 
306  
3 19 
325 
3 3 9  
348 
3 6 6  
3 70 
3 75 
3 7 6  
3 7 7  
3 7 7  
3 8 7  
394  
400 
406 
4 1 0  
4 l l  
443 

Othe r  c orrec t i on s  

On Eage l ine 

xv i i  l 

4 24 

5 2 0  

l l  3 

2 0  9 

2 0  13- 14 

2 1  5 - 6  

2 1  8 

2 6  Tab le 2 . 3  

3 5  note l 

4 6  1 2  

which read s  ( p . ) 
page 2 6 6  
p . 184 
p . 155  
pp . 19 1- 2  
p . 22 1  
p . 340 

p .  

255 
. 13 3 f f )  

p . 23 6  
pp . 341-4 
p . 74 

shou ld be ( p . 78)  
pp . 236- 3 7  
p . 188 
p . 15 9  
p . 1 9 6  

. 22 1 - 2  
p .  

. 2 7 5  
. 132 ' 1 3  7 f f )  

p .  
pp , 23 6 - 6 7  
pp . 342- 4  
p . 76 

p . 19 1  
pp . 345 , 3 61 
p . 8 7  

p 
1 95 - 9 6  

. 89 - 9 0  
p . 95 
p p . 7 9 -80 
p . 23 0  

L e  Vine 

A . J .  S t ra thern ( 19 72 )  

wan t  

a t  the migran ts ' point o f  
v iew o f  t h e  des ire 

wa s d rawn from regions 

We s te rn a nd Northern 
Me l pa . . .  o f  the home 
popula t ion . 

the proportion . . .  whi ch 
not pa rticu lar ly high 

cent b e ing 

i s  

whi le ove r . . .  

Tota l /percentage adult  
ma l e  popu la ti on 5 0  

1 2 5  282 
( 15%) ( 1 6%) 

but with the except ion o f  
t he Jimi a .1.:ea ; t h i s  fa l l s  
o f f  

Levine 

p .  
p . 84 
p . 23 1  

A . J .  S t ra the rn ( 1 9 72a)  

wa nt s 

a t  ' migrant s ' from the po int 
of view o f  the d e s ire 

wa s d rawn a s  fo l l ows from 
regions 

We s te rn a nd Northern Me l pa 
togethe r  the s ame 
number pe rsons as Centra l 
Me lpa and Temboka with 
thre e - f i fths of t he la t t e r  s 
h ome popu la t ion . 

the overa l l  proport ion of 
migrants  coming from thi s area , 
which is . . .  

34  per cent b e ing unski l led ; 
whi over . . .  

Tota l a s  a 

15% 1 6% 

of adult  
50  

Hagener s  re fer t o  pound s 
d ol la rs 
reta in the i r  word ing . 
= $2 (Au s t ra lian ) . Papua New 
Guinea ha s s ince changed i t s  
denomina t i ons t o  Kina a nd t oea . 

but , with the 
Jimi a rea , this 

the 



On page 

6 1  

6 2  

63 

84 

85 

1 2  

2 - 3  

6 

1 4  

1 - 5  

8 8  28- 3 1  

1 0 5  note 1 

109  3 2  

1 3 1  8 

of the t own a tt ra c t ed 
pers ons 

The la t te r  d e ta i l s  

F or 3 0 7 ,  s ome 7 6  per  cent 

a d i sparate d ogma t i s m  

Far from emphas is ing . . .  t he i r  
home s t a t us . 

Of those Hagen women . . .  had 
h i s  wife in Moresby 

' foca l rote s ' 

We arn a lot  o f  money 

The man in Examp le 1 ha s 
had 15 j ob s  

shou ld read 

o f  the t own ha s a t tracted 
per s ons 

The former deta i l s  

F or 3 1 0 ,  s ome 7 7  p e r  c e nt 

a d e s pe ra t e  d ogma t ism 

line 1 6  
ca sh 

croppi ng . Far from empha s i si ng . . .  ) 

O f  those Hagen women married t o  
migrant s ,  two were i n  More s by ,  
f our a t  home a nd s even d ivorced . 
One migra n t  ma rried to a non
Hagen woman had hi s wife in 
Moresby . 

' foca l role s ' 

We earn a lot of money 

The man i n  Example 1 ha s had 
14 j ob s  

155  2 6  f ind ing new work . 
t o  t ime . . .  

From time f ind ing new work ( 3 ) . From 
t ime t o  t ime . . .  

1 5 6  

1 5 6  

1 0  

2 5  

i n  con tra point t o  i n  counte rpoint t o  

those who a r e  ea rning a t  the those who a re � ea rning at 

15 7 

1 60 

1 6 1  

1 63 

1 63 

1 6 9  

3 7  

2 2  

1 3  

2 3  

2 5  

5 - 6  

moment 

se rvants  from his  own t ribe , 
a s o ldier a nd . . .  

but he wa s a married man and 
he d idn ' t  want . . .  

t o  make a materia l ret urn i s  
n o t  a sked f o r  it , 

.;;;.....;.;..;;;.....;.;..=..;;;;.....;. become s 

but it i s  genera l ly a s s umed 

exc lus ions of this kind , 
s uch s egmentary ..::.:.:=::.::.=.::;g. 

1 7 1  10  but make 

1 7 2  note 1 (M . 

1 73 tab le 5 , 1  Group of Hageners and non-
Hagene ne rs 

1 7 5  2 9  on a c ommon cultura l id i om 

1 75 note 1 (Levine , per s . c omm . 

1 79 2 6 Kumud i 

1 8 8  2 9  support from non- Tipuka 
Kawe lka d e f in i te ly 

202  4 Sampl e  I 

the moment 

s e rvants from hi s own tribe , 
and a s oldier and . . .  

but thi s  wa s a married man ,  and 
he (Brian) d idn ' t  wan t  . . .  

t o  make a ma te ria l re turn he is 
not a s ked f or i t , 

Pa s ind ia become 

but it is � genera l ly a s s umed 

exc lus ions of this k ind . Such 
s egmenta ry ..::.!!:.:::!!!:::=.!!&.& 

but make 

(H . and M .  Levine , pers ona l 
c ommun ica t i on) 

Group o f  Hagene rs and non
Hagener 

in a conmon cultura l idiom 

( Levine H . , pe rs . c omm .  

Kumnd i 

non-Tipuka -Kawe lka 

Sampl e  I I  



On page 

208 44 

208a Tab le 5 . 2  1 from Gul f  
1 We st ern 
room 6 2 EHD 

209 10 ( fe l l ow worker s )  

2 13 2 7  wh i le a t  lea s t  two had 
Chim�u g ir l  friends 

2 1 6  36 a Tipuka -Kawe lka ' s  (A ' s ) 
game s 

2 1 7  Tab le 5 . 3 15th . . .  va rious from . . .  

2 1 8  

2 2 2  

2 2 8  

2 3 1  

240 

243 

243 

250  

251  

256  

25 7 

2 7 2  

Tab l e  5 . 3 

15  

Tab le 5 . 4 

Tab l e  5 . 5 

1 1  

Ta b le 5 . 6  

Tab le 5 . 6  

2 1  

note 1 

1 1  

2 8  

25- 6 

2 7 6  note 1 

2 79 2 7 - 9  

285  3 7  

288 3 6 . 7  

294 note l 

2 9 7  1 3  

2 9 7  1 9  

Karema 

29th . . .  (H lost + $ 100) 

to  s ing le men 

Ju ly 10 Fight 
Adrian v. Brian 

of Roder ick ' s  

may a l s o  s t op in 

7 . . . .  Tipuka Kengeke 

he lped . . .  on 

the sequentary oppos i t ion 

Tha t  i s , where the t ransfer 

happens t o  meet any and 

Ka i nan tu 

hospitable but 
res olve 

Goi la la a re so feared . . •  

f or very few 

. . .  and Ta ri there 

European ; Papua New Guinean ;  
. . .  Chimbu and Eas tern 
Highland s ; 

a nd they were a fter 

whom Brian ident i f i e s  

t o  those 

s ingle gardene r s , 
c leaners d ome s ti c  sta f f , 
of t he C o l lege 

1 Gulf D 
1 We s tern D 
room 6 4 EHD 

( fe l l ow worke r s )  

whi le a t  lea s t  two men had 
Chimbu gir l friend s  

a T ipuka -Kawe lka ' s  (Alex , 
referred t o  here a s  A) game s 

var i ous from . . .  Kerema 

(H los t c .  $ 100)  

to  a s ing le man 

July 3 Fight : 
Adr ian v .  Brian 

( s tatus  should b e  ind icated viz . 
1 d onor s , 
2 rec ipients e t c . )  

may a ls o  step  in 

. . .  T ipuka Kengeke Jame s 

*Godfrey he lped . . .  on 20 / 1 1 / 7 1  

the segme ntary oppo s i t ion 

Tha t i s , contex t s  where the 
t ransfer 

happens t o  meet , and 

Ka ina ntu wanwok 

be hospitab le , but 
priva t e ly r e s o lve 

A l l  the regi ons re ferred to in 
this paragraph be l ong to the 
h ighland s  

a lthough Goi la la a r e  
. . .  a l one a t  night , 

doe s not amount to an 
obse s s ion except f or a very few , 

o the r Hageners a nd Ta ri the re 

European:  Papua New Guinean ;  
highland e r :  c oa s t a l ;  We stern 

Chimbu and Ea s tern 

and they were a f t e r  a l l  

whom Brian identi f ied 

( a c c ordi ng to those criteria ) 



On page 

2 9 8  4 - 5  

302 20- 1 

3 14 26- 7 

3 14 3 5 - 6  

3 15 Ti t le o f  
f ig .  

320- 1 (bottom/ 
t op) 

Migra nt s who are 
contemp lat ing leaving home 

the va lue s a s s ocia ted . . .  
f orm a fa ir ly c ons i s tent set  

a nd i f  priva t e ly ,  o f  his  
enjoyment of urban l ife a nd 
pub l i c ly ,  of the d i l emma 

money :  in def ining 
r e l a t ionships , to make 
s ta t emen t s  . . .  

F igure 8 . 1 .  
I n t e rre la t i onships o f  
ideo l og i e s  

A t  lea s t , a s  much 

Mi.grant s - t o-be , contempl a t ing 
l eaving home , 

the va lues a s socia t ed wi.th 
aut onomy c la s h  with othe rs , 
such a s  c la ims on group 
s o l idari ty ,  interna l ly they 
f orm a fa irly c ons i s tent set  

a nd i f  priva t e ly o f  his  
e nj oyment o f  urban l i fe , 
pub l i c ly of the d i lemma 

money : t o  make sta t ement s 
a bout urban re la t i onships . 

Figure 7 . 1 .  Scheme or urban 
ideo l ogies  among unski l led 
migrants  

At lea s t  a s  much 

323 Tab l e  7 . 2  7 .  S e lf-emp l oyed (ma imed )  S e l f - emp loyed (ma rried)  

330 

331 

337 

350 

353  

3 5 5  

3 5 6  

3 63 

3 75 

3 7 7  

3 7 8  

· 384 

3 9 2  

395  

8 
Tab le 7 . 4  

14  

12  

Tab l e  7 . 6  

3 

3 1  

14- 15 

3 7  

30 

13- 1 6  

2 4  

2 7  

1 3  

had a t  s ome stage involved 

Repayment o f  l oans*** 
. . .  2 . 0 0  1 0 . 00 . . .  

co- t rib e sme n ;  in add it i on ,  

ove r two t o  three yea r s , 
then visi ted Ma t thew 

had at some s tage b ee n  involved 

Repayment of l oa ns 
. . .  2 . 00*** 1 0 . 00 . • .  

co-tribesme n ;  but in add i t i on , 

ove r  two to three year s , then , 
vis ited Ma t thew 

_a_d_d�n_o_t_e : The tab le is to be read 
thus : 12 migrants  have g iven 
g i f t s  to between 1 - 5  people ; 
6 migrants  have s pent between 
$ 10 - 49 on s uch gifts . . .  

They provide d i s p lays 

They are put 

Neve rthe l e s s  . . .  g roupings in 
More sby 

making 

Such funera l d i s trib ut ion 

Ta lking does not a lways 
s o lve . . .  sense of s e curi ty in 
ma j or crise s . 

migrant s ;  a ppreciat ion 

i l l- conce ived 

The d i ffe rence 

They provide occa s i ons for 
d is p lays 

People a re put 

Neverthe l e s s , rura l ca tegories 
c ontinue t o  provide the f ocus 
f or the mos t  sa lient group ings 
in More sby ,  for a lt e rna t ive 
mod e s  o f  organisat i on do not 
take a group f o rm. 

making ( ce remonia l exchange )  

Such a funera l d i s tr ibution 

Ta lking d oe s  not a lways s o lve 
thing s ; not- ta lking may be an 
exce l lent me chanism . . .  But it 
mus t  increa s e  . . .  a s en&e of 
i nsecurity in ma j or crise s , 

migrant s '  appre ciation 

i l l- c oncea led 

The d if f id ence 



On 12age 

400 1 2  re la t i onships in the t own re la t ionships in the t own , the 
the more he make s b o th more he b oth make s 

401 24 The s e  ay we ll Thes e  may we l l  

402 35 pred iction pred ic ti ons 

407 23 
423 5 The s e c ond category (B) The s e cond category inc lud e s  . . .  

inc lude s  . . .  

424 26 cumulat ive to the t own ' s  cumulat ive d r i f t  t o  the t owns 
d ri f t  

42 7 1 7  Stra thern , 1 9 72 S tra thern , A . M . , 19 72a 

427  22 S t rathe rn , 1972a S t ra t he rn , A . J .  19 7 2a 

433 13 twe lve inc lude . . .  thirteen inc lude . . . 

433 1 7  ( Sample I )  ( Sample II )  

441 8 ,  17  Tab le 7 . 1 .  Tab le 7 . 2 .  

452 (wanwok) s omeone who works at s ome s omeone who works at same 
p la ce p la ce 

45 9 3 focus s e s  f ocuse s  




