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Pre face 

In re cent year s there has been a great in fl ux t o  Por t  More sby 
o f  peop l e  from othe r  par t s  of Papua New Guinea, people who speak 
a variety o f  language1s, have d i f ferent type s o f  soc ial organi­
s at ion, and variou� amount s  and kind s o f  contact wi th We s t ern 
s o c iety . The Chimbu, from the highl and s of New Guinea, have 
come in cons iderab le number s.  

There are no records  o f  when the fir s t  Chimbu came t o  l ive 
in P ort Mor esby. They came as ind iv idual s r ather than in gr oup s, 
each man find i ng hi s own way, by p l ane, t o  the city.l Unt i l  
1 97 0  there were very few Chimbu women in Por t Moresby, apart 
from a sma l l  gr oup of army wive s,  but s ince then the numb er ' o f  
b oth marr ied and s ingl e  women has incre ased greatly . However, 
there are s t i l l  many more Chimbu men than women in the city . 

I had l ived in the Chimbu in 1 9 6 1 - 6 2  s t udying food hab i t s, 
and had ob served family organ i s at ion and dome s t ic l i fe :  the 
s ep arat e  men ' s  hou s e s  and women ' s house s ;  the s egregat i on o f  
and lat ent ant agon i sm between the s exe s ; the chi l dren e at ing 
and s leeping at one house one day and another the next ; the 
c on s t ant vi s it ing o f  individual s and fam i l i e s ;  the enormous 
food- exchange s involv ing a great expend iture o f  t ime and energy ; 
the day- t o- day work o f  women in the ir gardens ,  l ooking after 
p i g s  and c ooking vege t ab l e s  in s t one oven s . It  woul d be d i f fi­
cul t  t o  maint ain such a way o f  l i fe in the urban s e t t ing and I 
was int er e s ted t o  see how Chimbu would adapt their fami ly or­
gani s a t i on and dome s t i c  l i fe in Port More sby. 

There have been many famil y  s tud ie s in We s t ern, industr ial ­
i sed socie t i e s  but few among tr ibal soc iet ies  in urban areas. 
I dec ided t o  base  my r e s e arch on a s tudy that Bott ( 1 97 1 )  made 
in Lond on, as her method s seemed sui t ab l e  for use in Por t 
More sby. Bot t and a co-worker Robb carr ied out extens ive 
int erviews with twent y London fami l ie s  and data were co l l e cted 
ab out the organi s at ion o f  fami ly l ife,  the husband- wi fe relation-

1
Except for a few army recruit s and l abourer s on rubber p l an­

t at ions  ab�ut twenty- five mi l e s  away fr om the c i ty. Some o f  
the lat t er have ab s conded t o  P ort Mor e sby 
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ship and the r e l at ionsh ip s o f  the se coup l e s  wi th o ther s . From 
these d ata Bo tt  ( 1 9 7 1 : 60 ) deve l op ed the hypothe s i s  that ' the 
d egree of segregat ion in the r o l e- r e l at i onship of husb and and 
wi fe var ie s  direct ly with the connectedne s s  o f  the famil y ' s 
s o c ial network ' . As with the London s tudy, the pre s ent study 
o f  twenty Chimbu fami l ie s  i s  exp l or at or� wit h the aim o f  pro­
v id ing an insight into Chimbu family organ i s at ion and r e l at i on­
ships in Port More sby, as we l l  as t e s t ing the app l i cabi l ity o f  
Bot t ' s  concept s ,  methods and hypothe s i s  to tr ibal s o c iet i e s  i n  
a n  urb an e nvironment . The re s ear ch i n  P or t  More sby was con­
duct ed in 1 9 70- 7 1 . 

Fol l owing an out l ine in Chapter 1 o f  the method o f  study, 
the mat er ial  pre s ented f al l s  natur al ly into two par t s .  The 
fir s t  concerns tradit ional Chimbu marr i age and dome s t i c  l i fe,  
s uch as cont inue s for the mo s t  par t unchanged in the Chimbu 
today . Thi s  mat er ial,  gathered by the par t ic i pant - ob s ervation 
me thod in 1 96 1- 6 2 , i s  pr e s ent e d  in Chapt er 2 . I t  provide s im­
p or t ant b ackground mater i al for under s t and ing and int erpret ing 
the s e cond par t ,  which de scr i be s  urban Chimbu famil y  r e l at i on­
ship s in Port More sby . In C hapt er 3 I d i s cus s the d i f fer ing 
char acter i s t i c s of London and Chimbu famil ie s  and the ir re spec­
t ive s o cial networ ks . C hap t er 4 exp l a ins  my use o f  the t erm 
' so c i al category ' as  a means o f  cl a s s i fy ing t he fami l ie s  stud­
ied . Chapt e r s  5 ,  6 and 7 de s cribe the life- sty l e s  of famil ie s  
i n  the three  d i f ferent soc i al categor ie s . In Chapt er 8 I sum­
mar i se my finding s about the soc ial ne tworks o f  the urb an fam­
i l ie s . Chapter 9 at t emp t s t o  quant i fy data c o l l e cted  about the 
act iv i t ie s and behaviour o f  husbands and wive s .  The prob l ems 
of t ry ing to q uant i fy and t abul at e t he se dat a  are al s o  d i s cus sed . 
I n  Chap t er 10 I exp l ore s ome o f  the at t itude s o f  husband s and 
wive s which are related t o  the degree o f  segregat ion in the 
husband-wi fe relat i on ship . I pr e sent my conclus ions about 
Chimbu conj ugal r e l at ionship s and s o c ial networks and the d i f­
ference s in the se rel at ionships between rural and urban fam­
i l ie s  in Chap ter 1 1 . 
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Chapter 1 

Introduc t ion 

Fami l ie s  in t r ibal  s o c ie t ie s  

I n  tr ibal s ocie t ie s  ind ividual s l ive, w or k, marry and d ie 
a s  member s o f  a smal l group . For mos t  men, par t icularly tho se 
in p atr i l ineal soc iet ie s ,  thi s may be one c ont inuing kin group 
s panning the ir who l e  l i fe ; for women there may be two group s ,  
the ir nat al kin group and the kin group o f  the i r  husband s .  
W ithin the group everyone knows one another and interact s in a 
var iety o f  r o l e s . Each family may be cut o f f  from soc i al 
r e l at ionships  with peop le or group s  out s ide o f  tho se kin 
group ( s )  of whi ch it, or one of it s member s,  is a part . Bott 
(1971:99) de s cr ibe s such famil ie s  a s  be ing ' encap sul ated ' 
within a kin group . By cont r ast,  in W e s t ern, urb an s o c iet i e s  
many fami l ie s  have l ar ge, d if fuse networks o f  s oc ial r e l at ion­
shi p s  involving many individual s and fami l i e s  from a wide geo­
gr aphic area each o f  whom int eract s with the fami ly of focus 
in a l imit ed number of rol e s . In s uch s o c iet ie s the famil y  i s  
mor e h ighly ' ind ividuat ed ' than i t  i s  in t r ibal soc ie t i e s . l 

In P ap ua New Guinea, a s  in many other deve l op ing countr ie s, 
t r ibal  fami l i e s  are moving from a rur a l ,  t r ad it ional envir on­
ment t o  an urb an environment and indivi dual s brought up in the 
tr ib al environment are marrying and e st ab l i shing fami l ie s  in 
t owns and c i t i e s . How doe s this  a f fect  the degree o f  individ­
uat i on o f  such famil ie s ?  

In mo s t  tr ibal socie t ie s there i s  a wel l- organi sed d iv i s i on 
o f  l abour between the s exe s ; within each s ex- group ing ind ivid­
ual s per form a var iety o f  t a s ks . In We s t erni sed, indus t r i al ­
i sed t owns and c i t ie s the d iv i s i on o f  l abour and special i sat ion 

' Indiv i duated ' is us ed by Bott  (1971:101) to d e scrib e  the 
degree to which ' the e l ement ary f ami ly is separ ated  o f f, d i f­
ferent iated out a s  a d i st inct and t o  s ome extent aut onomous, 
s oc�al group ' . 

4 
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o f  tasks  and funct ions t end t o  be on an ind ividual rather than 
a pur e ly sexual ba s is ,  and there is much greater s pe cial i s at ion 
of e conomic r o l e s . How doe s the tribal family in t he urban 
s it uat i on adapt to i t s  new cir cums t ance s ?  

Por t  More sby 

Mo s t  ind igenous peop le l iving in Port More sby have a t r ibal 
b ackground . There were no t own s or c i t ie s  in Papua New Guinea 
be fore Europe an s  arrived in the lat e  ninet eenth cent ury; the 
peop l e  l ived instead in small vill age s or s c at tered haml et s or 
home s t eads . S ometime s they moved from s i t e  to  s it e  a s  old gar­
dens were dis carded and new one s made, or  as a re sul t  of  t r ib al 
f i ght ing . 

In 1 9 70 Port More sby had a popul at ion o f  5 6, 206, o f  whom 
4 2, 6 1 6  were indigenous (Department o f  External Terr it or ie s  
1 9 7 1 : 1 3 ) . Init ial ly mo s t  ind igenous inhab itant s were Papuans 
but over the year s more and more New Guineans have come acro s s  
the Owen St anley Range t o  work i n  the c ity . Since 1 9 66  the 
number o f  highlander s ,  particular l y  Chimbu, ha s increased rap id­
ly . A few brought their famil ie s wi th them, but mo s t  were, and 
s t i l l  are, either sing l e  men or married men who have l e ft the ir 
wive s and children in the highl ands . Many o f  the latter have 
lived without their familie s  for over five ye ar s ,  a s ituat ion 
whi ch appears to caus e them litt le concer n . 

Mo s t  Papua New Guineans in Port Mor e sby l ive in urb ani s ed 
e thni c  vi l l age s ( such a s  the Motu and Ko i t abu vil l age s ) ,  in 
shanty settlement s made up of migr ant s ,  in hous e s  or dormi­
t or ie s  belonging to employer s,  or in low- c o s t  rented  hous e s . 
A small number o f  more highly paid Papua New Guineans live in 
int ermed iate and hi gh- c o s t  housing, their rent s omet ime s be ing 
sub sid i sed by their emp l oyer . Mo s t  army per sonnel live in in­
d ividual l ow- c o s t  home s within army compounds . My s amp l e  in­
c l uded fami l ie s  l iv ing in shanty s e t t l ements,  in l ow- c o s t  rented 
hous es, in l ow- c o s t  hou s e s  b e l ong ing to emp l oyer s ,  in army houses, 
and in high- c o s t  hous e s . These hous e s  were in widel y s eparated 
p art s o f  Port More sby for it is a s catt ered city in r e l at ion to 
i t s  s i ze, a factor wh i ch hinder s soc ial int eract i on b etween 
peop l e . 

Se l e ct ion o f  a tribal 
group t o  s tudy 

Fo r  the purp o s e s  o f  a small- s cale study of such a het ero­
genous popul at ion a s  exi s t s  in Port More sby, it was thought 
that a study o f  a s ingle cultur al group would control s ome o f  
the many var iab l e s which might otherwi s e  mask trend s or develop­
ment s consequent on the urb an s i t uat ion. I s e l e ct ed the Chimbu 
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b ecause I had spent t ime in the ir home area in 1961-62 and 
be cau s e  s ome o f  t he cont acts I made t hen were now l iv ing in 
P or t  More sby. 

The Chimbu form one of the l arge s t  l anguage group s  in one 
of the mo st  dens ely popul ated p art s of P apua New Guine a. 
Migrat ion t o  the urb an ar eas wil l  probab ly cont inue as a re­
sult  of land sho r t age s, t ax p ayment s ,  economic ambit ions, 
educat ion, boredom with rur a l  l i fe, and fear o f  wit chcraft . 
A s  t he number o f  Chimbu and other high l and s group s in P or t  
More sby and other urban areas in P apua New Guinea continues 
t o  increase,  s o  t he need for s tud i e s  o f  family or gan i s at ion 
and it s adaptat ion to  the urban environment incre a s e s . I t  i s  
hoped that thi s  s tudy ha s produced data o f  signi ficance in the 
under s t anding of  s ome of the probl ems o f  t r ibal peop l e, and o f  
Chimbu i n  p ar t i cular, who come t o  l ive i n  t he urb an envir on­
ment . 

The s ampl e  

The s ample o f  twent y Chimbu familie s was s e l e c t e d  s omewhat 
arb itrari ly, as was Bott ' s  s ample of twenty London fami l ie s . 
The aim was to  include a s  many dif ferent types of f amily -
educated and non- e ducat ed, Lutheran, C atho l ic and pagan, shanty­
dwell er s,  low- co s t - housing re s ident s and high- covenant- hous ing 
dwe l l er s  - as po s s ib l e . The choice was l imited becaus e o f  the 
sma l l  number of Chimbu fami l ie s  l iving in Port More sby at the 
t ime . 

Al l the fami l ie s  stud ied , or  the ind iv idual s which formed 
them, had b een geographi cal ly  mob i le . Mo st husb ands had come 
to Port More sby fir s t ,  followed by their wive s and sometime s 
chi l dr en . Some had lived a s  a fami ly in Chimbu be fore coming 
to P or t  More sby, other s had lived e l sewhere, while s t i l l  o ther s 
had not been marr ied unt i l  they, or their wive s,  c ame t o  t he 
city . 

Trad i t i onal Chimbu l i fe i s  egal i t ar i an but in Por t  Mor e sby 
d i f ferent social  strat a  are emerging . I viewed Chimbu s o c iety 
in P or t  More sby as be ing made up o f  three social  categor ie s . l 
An at t emp t was made t o  find equal number s  o f  fami l ie s  for each 
category but this proved t o  b e  imp o s s ib l e  be caus e there were 
so few ' upper- c l as s ' (modern, sophi s t icated,  We st ern- or ientat ed ­
none o f  the se terms real ly seems appropr iate ) fami l i e s ,  with 
husband s who had received at l e a s t  a few ye ar s o f  s e condary 
e ducat ion and had skilled or profe s sional employment. It was 
a lmo s t  a s  d i fficul t to find familie s t o  put int o  an intermed­
i ary cat egory, familie s  in whi ch t he husband had s emi- s ki l l e d  

1 See Chapter 4. 
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empl oyment and had received a few yea r s  o f  pr imary s chool ing . 1 

The original c r i teria for c la s s i ficat i on o f  the fami l ie s  were 
r evi s e d  s o  that the categor ie s  fina l l y  u se d ,  and wh ich I dis­
t ingui sh as  I ,  II and I I I , are ba s e d  on the fami l y ' s s tyl e of 
l iving rather tha n  on the type o f  employment , inc ome , or edu­
c a t ional l evel o f  the husband . 

In  the f inal ana l ys i s  the only real c r i t er i on ,  apar t from 
a wi l l ingnes s  t o  a s s i s t  me and the fact th at the f amily wa s 
l iving in Port More sby , wa s that the husband and wi fe i dent i ­
fie d thems e l ve s  wi th , or f e l t  themse l ve s  t o  be , Chimb u . The 
except i on wa s a fami l y  where one partner wa s Chimbu and the 
other c ame from a nearby h i ghlands t ribe . 2 

Method o f  s elec t ion 

The s e l e c t ion of the sample s pread out from two ma in c on­
tac t point s and one sub s i diary one . The f i r s t  s ource of c on­
tact  wa s through two Gumine brother s l iving in Port More sby 
whom I had known when I wa s doing r e s earch near Gumine in 
1 9 6 1 - 62 . They intro duc e d  me to a number of  ' unsoph i s t i ca te d '  
Chimbu fami l i e s . The s ec ond main s ourc e  o f  c onta ,c t was a 
young tert iary- e ducat e d  Chimbu wi th whom I ha d kept in t ouch 
s ince hi s s t udent day s . He intr o duce d  me t o  s ome o f  h i s  
Chimbu fri ends and re l a t ive s , and t o  Chimbu famil ie s  tha t  he 
had known when he wa s on the c ommittee  of the St V incent de 
Paul Society in Port Mor e sby . Mos t  of the fami l ie s  contac t e d  
b y  the s e  two s o ur c e s  were e ither Roman Catho l i c s  o r  pagans 
wi th C a tho l ic l eanings . In or der t o  inc l ude s ome Lutheran 
famil ie s  in my samp l e  - large number s o f  Chimbu be l ong to the 
Lutheran church and thi s  mi s s ion ' s t ea chings re lat ing to tra­
d i t i onal c us t oms di f fer s omewhat fr om tho s e  o f  the C a tho l i c  
mi s s i on3 - I wa s introduced by the mi s s i on t o  a Lutheran Chimb u .  
Thro ugh h im I wa s abl e  to contac t  a numbe r  o f  Lutheran fam­
i l ie s . 

I c oul d probab l y  have f ound more army fami l ie s  tha t  woul d 
have f i t t e d  into the int ermediary category , b ut in many re s ­
pec t s family l i fe i n  the army i s  not typ i ca l  o f  t he l i fe o f  
people i n  the c ommunity at l ar ge , due t o  fac i l i t ie s  s uppl ied 
and r e s t r ic t ions imposed  upon s o l di er s  and the ir fami l ie s . I 
there fore incl uded onl y  two army famil i e s  in my s amp l e . 
2 A Papuan husband who wa s incl uded in the s ample i dent i fie d 
h imse l f  a s  a Chimb u ,  and a number o f  Chimbu men s t a t e d  tha t 
they c on s i dered him t o  be one o f  them . 
3 See p . 2 7 .  
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The interview 

Husb ands and wive s wer e  somet ime s int erviewed t ogether and 
s omet ime s separ at e ly . Somet ime s they wer e  al one , but more 
o ft en other people were pre s ent . The int erviews were unstruc­
tured but over a per iod of t ime al l the p o in t s  l i sted  in the 
int erview guide were covered for each coup l e . l 

My expl anat ions o f  the s t udy , a s  well a s  the wording o f  the 
que s t ions , var ied from fami ly t o  family d ue to the var ied back­
gr ound s o f  the peop l e  invo lved . Bott  and Robb were concerned 
with keep ing the ir int erv iews as uni form as p o s s ib l e  ( Bot t  
1 9 7 1 : 1 7 - 24 ) . I d id not cons ider thi s  t o  be  s o  impor t an t  and 
woul d de s cr ib e  my interviews a s  having t aken p l ace for the 
mo s t  p art wi thin the soc ial  cont ext o f  the f ami l ie s  concerned . 

Interviews were condu cted in e i ther Engl i sh or Pidgin , 2 and 
were t ape- r ecorded . Initial ly  I t r ied working with an inter­
preter but s ome t ime s t he interviews wer e  not r e l axed due to 
the Chimbu ' s  sus p i c i on o f  s t r anger s from other p ar t s  of Chimb u ,  
o r  because o f  the di f ficu l ty of s ome peop l e  speaking a d i ffer­
ent d ialect t o  that of  the int erpr eter . I found i t  more s at i s­
fact ory t o  work without an interpreter . 

My rel at ionship wi th the fami l i e s , s ome o f  whom I had known 
for ye ar s , was one o f  informal fr iend l ine s s , part icul arly with 
the wive s .  Some o f  the husb ands  spent very l it t l e t ime in 
the ir homes,  so I did not have an opportunity to get t o  know 
them we l l .  

There were no s e t  s chedu l e s  for the int erviews , and no set  
number o f  interviews to be  g iven . I s t opped int erviewing but 
c on t inued to make casual vi s it s  when I had al l the b a s ic in­
format i on I wanted , or thought that I woul d be ab le to get , 
from int erv iews on tho se aspe ct s  o f  l i fe covered by the int er­
v iew guide . There wa s some over l apping o f  que st ions in the 
d i f ferent sect ions , thi s b e ing us e ful in che cking the c on­
s i s tency of the rep l ie s . 

Int erview gui de 

The informat i on colle cted was c l a s s i fied under the fol l ow­
ing head ings : 

1 
See Appendix A .  

2 Only one per s on coul d speak ne ither o f  the s e  l anguage s ,  
although many New Guinean women are he s it ant t o  speak in Pidgin 
in the pre s ence of men . 



Top i c  I :  Port More sby r e s idence 
Top i c  I I : Mar i t al and family s t atus 
Top i c  I I I : Husband ' s  act ivi t ie s  and at t it ude s 
Top i c  IV : W i fe ' s  act ivit ie s  and att itude s  
T o p i c  V :  So cial r e lat i on ship s 

9 

Except for s o c ial relat ionship s ,  each topic was d ivided 
into two sect ions, A and B .  Part A was for recording rep l ie s  
t o  que s t ions about what peop l e  s aid that they d i d  o r  thought, 
and par t B was where comment s  about peop l e ' s  at t itudes  on 
cert ain mat ter s re l at ing t o  the t op i c s  were l i s ted, if I fel t 
that I had adequate informat ion to  do s o . I at temp ted t o  d i s ­
t ingui sh be tween att itude s that were expr e s sed and tho s e  that 
were my int erpretat ion s ,  and al s o  to d i s t inguish be tween 
att itude s and behaviour . 

The analys i s  

The informat ion col l e ct e d  from the fami l i e s  was analysed in 
t erms of s e gr e gat ion/jo intne s s l in the husband-wi fe rel at ion­
ship and in terms of the dens ity and composit ion o f  the fami ly's 
soc ial networks . An at t empt was made to do  thi s  both qua l i­
iat ive ly and quant i t a t ive ly, but the informat ion on social net ­
works w a s  not s uf fic ient l y  det a i l ed for quant i t a t ive ana ly s i s . 
I obtained suffic ient data to  make a general de s cr ipt ion o f  
e ach coup l e ' s  s oc i al ne twork, o f  whom the coup l e  v i s it ed and 
who v i s ited them, and o f  the ir c ont act s wi th peopl e in the 
Ch imbu, but I did not inve s t igate in detail  the cont ent and 
frequency o f  the s e  re l at i onship s . I could the re fore make only 
a qual i t at ive ana lys i s  of each fami ly's s o cial network . 

See pp . 3 9- 400 



C hapter 2 

The Chimb u :  l and and peop l e  

De f init ion 

The name ' Ch imbu ' is somet ime s used inaccurately to de s­
c r ib e  anyone who come s from the eastern hal f of the New Guine a 
h ighl ands ;  it  should b e  appl ie d  onl y  t o  tho s e  peop l e  who speak 
the Kuman l anguage , or a dialect  o f  thi s l anguage , and who come 
fr om the are a whi ch now forms the maj or p ar t  o f  the Chimbu 
D i str ict ( see  Fig . 1 ) .  On ly s ince Eur op e ans came t o  the are a  
in the 1 93 0 s  have the se peop l e  u s e d  the t erm ' Ch imbu '  t o  d e s ­
cribe themselve s. I use the term t o  include all tho se peop l e  
who now c a l l  themselve s Chimb u ,  and who fee l  that they have 
s omet hing in common with other peopl e  who cal l themse lve s 
Chimbu which they do not have with peop l e  who do not con s ider 
themse lve s Ch imbu. F or s ome peopl e  who speak Kuman d ial e ct s 
the ir use o f  the term ' Ch imbu ' depend s upon t o  whom they are 
t al king : when t a l king t o  p eopl e  from out s ide the highl and s 
they cal l themselve s Chimbu; when t al king t o  peop l e  fr om other 
p ar t s  of the Chimbu they may call themselves El imbar i s ,  Chuave s 
or Sin a s inas. People from the are a  re ferred t o  a s  Chimbu by 
Brookfield  and Br own , l whi ch I re fer to as the ' Chimbu proper ' ,  
h ave only one name for themselve s ,  ' Chimbu ' .  

My s ampl e  incl ude s fami l ie s  from near Chuave , from Sina s ina 
and from Gumine , as wel l  as from ' Chimbu proper ' .  The Sina­
s ina p eop le l ive to the s outhea s t  of Kundi awa , the D i strict  
headquar ter s. Pr ior t o  the 1 93 0 s_there wa s no Sina s ina p l ace 
or  peop l e. It is a term wh i ch e arly Admin i s tr at i on o f f i cer s 
used  for convenience when r e ferr ing t o  the peop l e  in thi s 
p ar t i cul ar area.2 The Gumine peop l e , south o f  the Waghi River , 

1 By the Chimbu we mean about 5 5 , 000 peop l e  who speak the ma in 
Chimbu l anguage , l ive north of the Waghi River , and o ccupy 
the northern hal f  o f  the Chimbu Sub d i str ic t  and some adj acent 
are a s  of the Minj Subdi str i c t  o f  the We s tern Highl and s D i s­
t r ict. (Brookfie l d  and Brown 1 9 63 : 3 ) .  
2 

Per s onal c ommunicat ion : R. H ide , 1 9 7 1. 
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c on s ider themselve s t o  b e  ' second- cl as s ' Chimb u ,  and they are 
l ooked down upon by the Chimbu t o  the north. But they do con­
s ider themse lve s to be Chimbu , and they are con s idered to be 
Chimbu by the peop le in ' C himbu proper ' .  

Cus t oms and char acter 

As far a s  is known , there ha s ne ver been a s ingl e , l arge­
s cale pol i t ical unit o f  Chimbu . The peop l e  form a loo sely 
knit  col l e ct ion of  social group s who spe ak t he s ame language 
and pract i se s ome cus t oms which they fee l d i f ferent i ate them 
from the ir ne ighbour s. There are dia l e ct d i fference s in 
var ious par t s of the Kuman- speaking area and variations in 
cus t oms and be l ie f s  both within and between dialect group s . 
The se d i f ferenc e s , which are readily per ceived by anthr o­
p o l ogi s t s  working in the are a ,  may be unnoticed or unimp or t ­
ant t o  the Chimbu themselve s. Thi s  may be in part because 
unt i l  recent l y  there was litt le cont act between the people  o f  
di f ferent p arts of Chimbu, a nd al so  b ecaus e the s e  dif ference s 
seem minor compared with the differences between Chimbu and 
P apuan or Europe an cus t oms and belie f s. 

Ea s t  o f  the C himbu River highlander s l ive in v il l ag e s  or 
hamlet s; to the we s t  they l ive in scat tered home st ead s , a 
change whi ch appear s t o  be a s s ociated not with d i f ferenc e s  in 
d ialect but with difference s in behavioural  norms . I I was 
l as t  in Chimbu in 1 96 7. At that time , dr iving al ong the twi st­
ing , bumping Highland s Highway between Chuave and Kerowag i ,  
usually in a Landrover ,  cro s s ing ravine s on rough wooden 
b r idge s, plunging int o sudden , thick banks of mi s t , or skir t ­
ing a lands l ide onl y inche s from a precip ice on one s ide , the 
ob server cou l d  not e , a few mi l e s  e a s t  of Kund iawa , the sudden 
ab sence o f  haml et s o f r ound , l ow- r oo fed , thatched hou s e s  
s trung o ut a l ong narrow ridge s o f  h igh land , and s e e  ins tead 
only single hous e s , s cat t er ed al ongs ide a sweet potato  garden 
or in a p at ch of kunai gra s s. In recent year s some mi s sions 
and l ocal government counci l s  have encouraged peop l e  in the 
we stern p ar t  o f  the Ch imbu ( and p o s sibly i n  p ar t s  o f  the We s t ­
ern Highlands ) to build their hous e s  in v i l l ages instead of 
in individual gardens . I do not know how successful this has 
b een but in 1967 I did see one new village near Gumine. 

Hat anaka (1 9 7 2 : 8) state s that after 1940 the Lutheran mis s ion 
in the Sina s ina are a  e s t abli shed vil l age s comprised of s t r ing s 
o f  haml et s. This i s  not comp l e t e ly in accordance with infor ­
mat ion given t o  me b y  Chimbu peop l e  from the we s t ern p ar t  o f  
the C h imbu who s ugge sted that t radit ional ly , in the e a s t er n  
p ar t  o f  Chimbu , a group o f  women ' s  house s  were buil t around 
a central men ' s hous e , s i tuated on a r idge o f  high l and . 
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Photo: Department of External Territories, Canberra 
P late 1. A hamlet  eas t  of Chuave . The buil ding in the 
for e gr ound is not in tradi t i onal s tyle . 

P l ate 2. A tradi ti onal woman's hou se .  
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The Chimbu are o ften de scribed a s  being a ggre s s ive , quarre l ­
s ome peop l e , but har d worke r s . l They are als o s ome t ime s c a l le d 
the ' Sc ot smen o f  the T err itory ' , no doubt becau s e  o f  their 
s tr ong ec onomic motiva t i on and the ir tendency t o  accumulate 
r ather than s pend wea l th ( in fact , i t  is  l ong- term , sma l l  sav­
ing inter s per s e d  wi th sudden , l ar ge - scale , l avi sh s pending) . 
Oram ( 1 9 6 8 : 2 6 9 )  s ay s  o f  the Hula that there i s  an economic 
e lement in every soc ial relat ionsh i p , and thi s is a l s o  t rue 
o f  the Chimbu . In  fact , i t  may be more pr onounce d  among the 
Chimbu b ecause of the ir great dr ive and init ia t ive , and the ir 
s tr ong de s i re to work for economi c  gain . One o f  my Chimbu 
informant s in Por t  Mor e sby sai d ,  ' The Chimbu never give any­
th ing for nothing , not even f ood ' . Thi s  i s  no doub t true , 
but the Chimbu remembers wha t  h e  owe s a s  we l l  a s  wha t  he i s  
owe d , and i n  c ontr a s t  t o  his apparent avarice he i s  al s o  proud 
to be generou s  and to be able t o  make lar ge pre s entat ion s . I 
found the Chimbu individua l i st i c  a nd pragmat i c , but a l s o  very 
kind and emot i ona l , with a keen sense of j u s t i c e , a j u s t i ce 
relate d  t o  hi s own s ocial  more s . 

Leader sh ip among the Chimbu i s  a ch ieved not a sc r ibe d ;  in­
d ividua l s  or gr oups can readily  break o f f  the ir a l le giance t o  
one group o r  leader and al i gn wi th another i f  they fee l that 
i t  is  in the i r  inter e s t  t o  do s o . B l ood and b ir th by no means 
f ix forever a man ' s p l ace and s tatus  in s oc iety and al though 
b l oo d  t ie s  are important , pe opl e  can r ea dily b e  adopte d into 
a group with whi ch they have no known b l ood t ie s . Such people 
are treated  in the same way as b l oo d  member s  o f  the gr oup . 
Thi s system i s  probabl y  a c onsequence of continual f i ght ing in 
the pa s t  between c lans and even c lan sect ions , and the nee d  
t o  ma inta in a group ' s  manpower s o  tha t  it  c oul d de fend it s 
r i gh t s  again s t  o ther s . By 19 61 f i ght ing on a l ar ge or c on­
t inuous scale , usual l y  over l and or pigs  or women , had cea se d . 

Dec i s i ons among men are made thr ough c onsensu s after d i s ­
c u s s i on ; women have no direct s ay in c ommunity , gr oup o r  fam­
ily affairs  except in tho se mat ter s c ons i dere d  t o  be in their 
spe c i a l  s phere of intere s t  ( e . g . , the cul t ivat i on o f  sweet 
potatoe s , s ome types  of magi c , antenatal car e ) . In  the se 

Pos s ib l y  th i s  a ggre s s ivene s s  is  related to the Chimbu system 
o f  s exual r e l a t i onsh i p s  ( see pp . 29 -33) . F ight ing , quarr e l l ing, 
the exc it e d  spee che s made a t  f ood- exchange s ,  may a l l  be s oc ia l ­
i se d  means o f  sub l ima t ing the s exual drive , par t i cula r l y  among 
men . E conomic avar ice , in the modern or tradit ional c ontext , 
may al s o  be an a spect o f  thi s phenomenon . 
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s phere s  they make their own dec i s i ons;  j oint dec i s i on s  with 
men , or c onsul tat ion with men o ther than on an individual 
ba s i s , are unu sua l . 

When I arr ived a t  Wandi , f our mil e s  we s t  o f  Kundiawa , in 
1 9 6 1  c o f fee had b een introduc e d  but wa s onl y  j u s t  c oming into 
produc t i on .  It had not yet b een introduc e d  at Gumine when I 
went t o  l ive there s ome month s l ater . Wandi pe opl e  earned a 
l it t l e  money sel l ing sweet potatoe s and o ther vegetab l e s  at 
Kundiawa . Husbands kept t he money they earned f r om  s e l l ing 
the ir crop s ( b anana s and sugar cane ) and women kept the ir earn­
ings from the sale of sweet potatoe s , green l eave s and other 
r oot crop s  they had p l ant e d ,  t ended and harve st e d . 

Mos t  pe op l e  a t  that t ime owned a bush kni fe , a kit chen 
kni fe , a s poon a�d f ork , a pair of shor t s  or a l oo s e  b l ou s e , 
and a s trip  ·of cotton mater i a l  worn a s  a l apl ap .  In spite o f  
the s e  innova t i ons , l i fe wa s b as ica l ly the tra di t i onal s t one­
age one . Gar dening and c ooking techni que s  had change d but 
l i tt l e . Gi f t - exchange s , rec ipr ocal obl i ga t i on s  and the search 
for pre s t i ge were the.main foc i of l i fe . The pr oduct i on and 
exchange of p i gs and p i g  mea t  wer e  of pr ime imp or tance t o  a l l  
s oc ial  gr oupings . Rec or ds o f  debt s  and obl igat ions were main­
ta ine d wi th sma l l  pieces  of wood; the j aws o f  p i g s  received 
wer e kept and s tr ung up between t re e s ;  knot s  were ma de in 
lengths o f  rope , and s o oner or later every gift  was rec ipro­
cate d .  

' Chimbul and ' 

The Chimbu country i s  mounta inou s , with s teep , deep val l eys 
c onta ining fas t - fl owing r iver s that are o ften di fficul t t o  
cro s s . In  the f a r  we s t  is the beginning of the grea t , wide 
gra s s l and val l ey of the Waghi River . 

Swe e t  potat oe s  are the s taple  food and grow on even the 
s teepe s t  mounta in s l ope s . Banana s ,  taro , variou s green l e a f  
vegetab le s ,  pumpkins a n d  beans are o ther important f oo d  crops . 
A fter be ing c ul t ivat e d  f or a pproxima tely two year s ,  land i s  
l e f t  fal l ow for ab out s even year s ,  varying acc or ding t o  the 
par t icular area and populat i on den s i ty . l There i s  no real 
for e s t  l and , the only large trees being a t  s acred p l a ce s , such 
as the area s u se d  for hol ding p i g  f e s t ival s .  The s e  p l o t s  of 
l and are never cul t ivated� 

The lar ge - scale cul t ivat ion o f  c of fee dur ing the 1 9 6 0 s  may 
have change d the cycl e  of l and usage . 
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Transpor tat ion i n  Chimbu i s  d i f f icul t . The Highl ands H igh­
way , uns eale d ,  twi s t ing and narrow, i s  often b l ocked or swept 
away by l ands l ide s after t or rential r a in . The s i de-roads are 
even mor e tor tuous and unr el iab l e . For the Chimbu , wa lking i s  
s t i l l  the u sual way t o  get fr om one place t o  another . 

There are about t wenty air s trips in Chimbu , s ome owned by 
mi s s i ons  and s ome by the government . There i s  no r oa d  l ink 
be tween Chimbu and P ort More sby and people have t o  fly  b ack 
and f orth . S ome Chimbu have f l own t o  Port Mor e sby or Kundiawa 
but have never t rave l l ed in a car . 

D ome s t ic l i fe 

Chimbu dome s t ic l ife i s  perva ded by the dichotomy , even 
antagon i sm , be tween the sexe s  that i s  ch arac t er i s t i c  of h i gh­
lands s oc i e t i e s  (Meggitt 1 9 64 ) . Thi s antagon i sm s eems to be 
more marked among the we s tern tribe s than the eastern , the 
Chimbu being in the cent re geographical l y . 

There have bee n  c onsi der ab le change s in Chimbu dome s t ic 
l i fe in recent year s . The f ol l owing de s c r ibe s the ba s i c  pat­
tern of mo s t  people in 1 96 1  and 1 9 6 2 . S ome change s ha d a l ready 
begun a t  that t ime , part icular l y  in Wandi , but many othe r s  have 
deve l oped s inc e a s  a r e s u l t  of e duca t i on and increas ing a dap­
tat ion t o  a c a sh ec onomy . 

Tradi t iona lly , Chimbu wive s l ive in hou s e s  near the i r  
gar dens , l wi th the ir <laughter s and young sons . In  the men ' s 
hou s e s  the re l ive from f ive t o  fi fteen men o f  the s ub cl an sec­
t i on ,  plus  any who have been adopted int o i t . A gr oup o f  men ' s 
h ou s e s i s  a s s oc iated with a s ub c l an ,  within which many j oint 
activi t ie s  are carr ied  out , such as marr iage payment s , gar den­
ing , or buil ding a hou s e  on the c er emonial ground for use at a 
p i g  fe s t iva l . Member s o f  the subc lan hel p  a man t o  bui l d  
house s f or h i s  wi f e  o r  wive s , and suppor t him i n  di s pute s with 
out s i der s ;  the y  try to s e t t l e  peac e fu l l y  any di s pute s be tween 
members o f  the subc l an . 

The men expla in that they l ive in s eparate hous e s  from 
the ir wive s becau se o f  the ir tradit ional pre occupa t i on wi th 
t r ibal  f i ght ing . F i ght ing was not the concern o f  the women , 
who wer e  r e quired t o  do the i r  gar dening and other dut ie s . I t  
seem s  that women were not o ften del iberately ki l le d  i n  the s e  
f i ght s , even though they l ived unpr otect ed; they might , how-

Ea s t  o f  the Chimbu River women ' s house s are bui l t  around 
the men ' s hous e s , forming sma l l  ham l e t s  of memb er s of one s ub ­
c lan ( see p . 1 1 ,  fn . l ) .  
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ever , b e  captur e d  and t aken a s  wive s . Men , I was t ol d ,  have 
many things t o  di s cu s s  among themselve s  that are not the c on­
c ern of women , including p i g  f e s t iva l s ,  c eremonial f ood­
exchange s and marriage payment s ,  and they do not wi sh to l ive 
in c l o se a s s oc iation with wome n . 

The dome st ic l i fe o f  the husband i s  centred around the 
men ' s house , whi l e  that of the wi fe is centre d  r ound her own 
indiv i dual hou s e . Ea s t  o f  the Chimbu River these two houses  
are  s i tuated c l o se t ogether but  in o ther are a s  the  husband 
migh t  live hal f-an-hour ' s  walk away from h i s wi f e ' s  house . 
There i s  l e s s  dome s t ic segrega t i on between husband and wi fe 
in the ea s t  than in the we s t . Thi s accor ds  wi th the increa s ­
ing d ichot omy between highlands men and women and the aggre s s ­
ion and fear tha t  men further we s t  expre s s  towar ds  women 
(Meggi t t  1 9 64 : 2 2 1 ) ;  a l though ther e are excepti ons to thi s  
trend . l 

Men ' s hou s e s  and women ' s  house s are bui l t  o f  the s ame 
ma teria l s  but are o f  di fferent des ign . B oth have wooden pol e s  
f o r  the frame , a doub l e  r ow o f  woo den boar d s  with dry kunai 
gra s s  s tu f f e d  between them for wal l s ,  and a that che d  r oo f  o f  
kunai gra s s . Men ' s hou s e s  are buil t  on a h i gh piece o f  l and 
for s trategic  purpo se s . Ins i de i s  a s i ngle dormitory- l ike 
r oom wi th s l op ing be d s  paral l e l  to each l ong s i de and a cen­
tral pa s sa geway between doorway s a t  each end . There are no 
windows , the only l i ght coming in from the two doorway s . 
There ar e no chimneys :  smoke from a number of open wood fir e s  
i n  the central pas sageway s imply seeps  thr ough the r oo f . 

Women ' s  hou s e s  have three ' rooms ' ins ide . There i s  only 
one door to the house , leading int o a s i tt ing area whi ch i s  
al s o  u s e d  f or cooking when i t  r ains . I n  the ' Ch imbu pr oper ' 
thi s  r oom i s  in the centre of the house , with the cub ic l e s  
wher e p i g s  s leep on one s i de o f  i t , and the s l eeping area for 
women and chil dren on the other s i de . 2 In  Gumine the s i t t ing 
area is at one end o f  the house , and a pa s sage from it l ea d s  
p a s t  the p i gs ' cub ic le s  o n  e i ther s ide t o  t h e  s leeping ar ea 
at the far end . There are no windows and the se hou s e s  are 

Strathern ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 9 5 - 314) , in di s cu s s ing the r e l a t i onsh ip 
between husband a nd wife in t he Me lpa- speaking tr ib e s  near 
Mt Hagen , indic a t e s  that there may be a c l os er re l a t ionship 
between the sexe s  there than among the Kuma to the e a s t . 
2 P i gs are naturally hous e- trained from ·an early age and do 
not foul the h ou s e . They may , however , harbour l ice . 



1 bui l t l ow on the gr ound f or warmth . The fl oor i s  c overed 
with dead leave s and dry gra s s ,  which is  a dded t o  from t ime 
to t ime but s e l dom ,  i f  ever , replace d . 
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Women , daughter s and young s ons  s l ee p  on kunai gras s strewn 
on the f l oor , on a pandanus mat on the gra s s  or s ome t ime s on 
a grey wool len b lanke t b ought at the trade s t ore . Men s leep 
on the bare b oards  o f  thei r  beds or c over them with a pandanus 
mat or grey b l anket . Pe ople s i t  cro s s - l e gged on the beds  or 
on the kunai gra s s  on the floor of the hou se . 

Each morning at dawn the wife or an e l der daughter get s  up 
and put s s ome sweet potatoes  into the a she s of the f ire , 
whi ch ha s been burning s l owly a l l  night . Then she t ake s the 
p i g s  t o  an o l d  garden t o  f orage in a l l  day , get s  her s t r ing 
ba sket ready t o  t ake t o  the gar den , or s i t s  and brea s t fee d s  
a young ch i l d . 

I t  i s  usua l ly c ool , and the women and ch il dren s i t  around 
the f ire wai t ing for the potat oe s  to cook . S ome women wear a 
l oo s e  cot ton b l ou s e , faded and mud- s ta ined , but mos t  wear only 
a smal l pub i c  apr on in front a nd s ome s t r i p s  o f  bark c l oth or 
b l ack c ot t on ma ter ial tucked over the ' g ' - s tr ing a t  the b ack . 
L i t t l e  g ir l s  from about the age o f  one year wear the s ame t ype 
of apron , and b oy s  f r om  ab out two year s wear a ' g ' - s tr ing wi th 
a sma l l  pub ic s ca r f  tucke d in the fr ont of i t . Tradi t i onal ly 
thes e  s carve s , whi ch t he men wore t oo ,  were c rocheted  by th e 
women from home-ma de s t r ing and p o s sum fur . A few s pr ing s o f  
leave s wer e tucked i n  the ' g ' - s tr ing at the b ack . T oday , for 
everyday use , cheap c ot ton mat er ia l  b ought a t  the trade s tore 
is  o f  ten worn in p l ac e  of  the croche t e d  s c ar f and short s are 
b ec oming p opular wi th younger men . 

The husband e i ther c ooks hi s own ' breakfa s t ' from sweet 
potatoe s his wi fe l e ft a t  the men ' s hou s e  the evening be f ore , 
or one o f  hi s chil dren b r ings him ( and any o f  hi s s ons  who 
s l ept in the men ' s hou s e  that night) s ome cooked one s from 
h i s  wi fe ' s hou s e . Unti l  about 9 o ' c lock he and the oth er men 
u sual l y  di s cu s s  the ir day ' s act ivit ies , a fter which they 
e ither go bf f t o ge ther or he may j oin hi s wi fe at her h ou s e  
oi in the gar den . He might go t o  a new garden he i s  prepar­
ing or walk down t o  the near e s t  mi s s ion or governme nt s ta t ion 
to l o ok for a l i ttl e excitement . 

A t  Wandi in 1 9 6 1  a few peop l e  bui l t  coa s ta l - type hou s e s  on 
s t i l t s , about a foot o f f  the ground , w ith p l a i t e d  r ee d  f l oor s  
and wal l s  and a f ire area c overe d  with mud o r  a piece o f  metal 
shee t ing . The Chimbu f ound t he se house s c o l d ,  and they 
c aught f ire ea s i ly . 
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The wi fe meantime shu t s up her hou s e  ( in earl ier days she 
might have put a s pe l l  on the door to fr i ghten peopl e from 
enter ing wh i l e  she i s  away) and goe s  o f f  t o  the gar den wi th 
her daughter s and sma l l  s ons . Somet im e s  she goe s with a 
nei ghbour who wil l , through marr iage or b l oo d ,  b e  related  t o  
her ;  s ome t ime s her husband goe s  wit h  her and the chi l dren , 
or he mee t s  them i n  the gar den; s ome t ime s she goe s a l one with 
the ch i l dren . She may take one or more smal l  p i g s  wi th her , 
and perha p s  a dog . 

The gar den may be c l o se t o  the hous e , or a mi l e  or s o  away 
up s teep h il l s  and acro s s  rav ine s ,  each woman u s ua l l y  having 
more than one gar den p l ot . As the day goe s on the s un b e ­
c ome s hot , a n d  Chimbu s ay that they d o  n o t  wa sh often o r  go 
without p ig ' s grea s e  on the ir �kins becau se thi s prote c t s 
them from b eing burnt by the s un . 1 They p l ant , wee d  and 
harve s t  in th e s ame way that their anc e s t or s  di d ,  al though 
magic growth- promoting spe l l s  and s pe l l s  t o  prevent pe op l e  
s teal ing crops , may b e  omi tt e d . A bush-kn i fe i s  u s e d t o  wee d  
instead o f  t he woo den s t ick o f  the p a s t , b u t  the women s t i l l  
d o  much o f  the work with the ir bar e hand s . 

In  the ear ly aft .ernoon the women gather food f or the even­
ing mea l : sweet pota t oe s , green l eave s , and p o s s ib l y  s ome 
beans , t ar o , tapioca or o ther vegetab l e s , al l of whi ch they 
wash in a s tr eam on the way home . They c ol le c t  f irewood and 
carry it in another s t ring bag· s lung acr o s s  their hea d , or 
they may make a spec ial t r ip f or it later , when they fet ch 
the p i g s . 

Once home , the wi fe begins  t o  c ook the evening mea l . 
U sual ly she chop s her own f irewood , but i f  her husband ha s 
brought back a heavy l og he may chop i t  up for her . Mo s t  
fami l ie s  have a s teel -headed axe the se days . 

F o o d  i s  c ooked in an earth oven or hol l owed- out wooden 
drum , or i s  b o i l ed . 2 For c ooking in an ear th oven (mumu) 
spec ial heat - retaining s tone s are heated  by burning � an 
open f ire . The green l eave s are wrapped in banana l eave s f or 
cooking , and root  vegetab l e s  are u sua l ly pee le d .  The hot 
s tone s ar e picked up care ful ly wi th bamboo t ongs , p laced in 
the wooden drum or in a depr e s si on in the ground , and c over e d  
with b anana l eave s . F ood i s  a�ranged o n  these l eave s accor ding 

A t  the s e  high a l t itude s  only 4° from the e quat or , the skin 
is very quickly burnt . 
2 The s aucepan i s  a recentl y  intr oduced dome s t ic item ,  but 
l eave s were , and s t i l l  are , s omet imes b o i l e d  in a bamboo segment . 



P l at e  3 .  A woman p l ac ing hot s t one s in a mumu 
drum pr ior t o  c ooking . 

Plate 4 .  Thi s  woman i s  us ing a t ra di t ional wooden 
digging- s t ick in her sweet potato gar den. The fence 
woul d have been c onstructed by her husband's c l ansmen. 

19 
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t o  the amount o f  t ime r e quired f or c ooking and then covere d 
with mor e l eave s , s t ones and l eave s . S ome t ime s al l thi s  i s  
covered wi th a n  o l d  sack or damp s o i l . 

Smal l ,  infer ior sweet potatoe s f or the pigs  are c ooked in 
the s ame manner , e i ther in the s ame� as t he family ' s  food 
or in a s eparate one i f  there are many pigs to fee d . Looking 
after pigs is a very important par t  o f  a wi fe ' s r e sp on si b i l itie s. 
Most  women have two or three pigs of the i r  own , a s  wel l  a s  
s ome o f  the i r  husbands ' t o  l ook after . They a r e  regar ded a s  
pet s , an d a fami l y  doe s not eat it s own pigs;  they are even­
tual ly given away to other s ,  s ome t imes wit h  genuine gri e f , a t  
a f ood- exchange gather ing . 

Any chil dr en or vi s itors pre s ent when the food is b eing 
s erved s i t .on l ogs or banana l eaves and eat the s olid pieces  
of r oot vege t abl e s  or  bundl e s  o f  l eave s with their finger s .  
I f  the husband i s  in the men ' s hou s e  s ome f ood wil l  b e  s ent 
t o  him wrapped in l eave s;  he wil l share it wit� hi s chi l dren 
and s ome of the o ther men . A go�d wi fe provi de s  f oo d  for her 
husband ' s  rel ative s in a ddi t ion to her innnedi ate famil y . A 
mother doe s not worry if he r chil dr en are not w ith her or her 
husband a t  meal 't il:Iie s : she knows that they wi l l  be eating wi th 
a kinswoman nearby . 

Marr ied  men spend s ome t ime working in the gar den or making 
hou s e s  for their wive s or the ir own men ' s hou s e . They are 
more act ive than s ingle men in the l engthy dis cu s s i ons about 
g i f t -exchange s ,  l and pr oblems and ceremonial activiti e s , but 
many of the s e  di s c us s i ons  now have l e s s  s ignificance than 
they di d in the p a s t . With the c e s sation of tribal warfare 
l i fe ha s become .ra ther dull f or the average Chimbu man . Thi s  
may i n  part acc ount for the great popularity  o f  gambling , and 
for the ever- incr ea s ing number of men leaving to work on p l an­
tat ions or in the t owns . 

Marr iage 

I n  1 961 - 62 polygyny wa s not a s  wi de ly prac t i s e d  a s  it  u s e d  
t o  b e , probab ly a s  a re sul t of s tr ong mi s si on oppo s it ion 
( Br own 1 9 69 : 9 2 ) . A l though in the pa s t  it was the ideal  s tate 
o f  marriage , only a few ol der men o f  s tatus , u sually f i ght 
l eader s , wer e  abl e  t o  achieve it . Today , economic a s s e t s  
ar e important i n  enab l ing a man t o  have more than one wi fe , 
and s ometime s ma s cul ine charm i s  a l s o  a fact or . l 

I n  1 9 7 2 Chimbu in P or t  Mor e sby s a i d  tha t  many young gir l s  
wer e marrying o l d  but wea l thy men , i . e . , one s with trucks and 
bus ine s se s , regar dl e s s  o f  whe th er they had· o ther wive s . They 
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T o  b e  a polygyn i s t , a man must be a har d  worker a s  h e  wi l l  
have t o  pr epare land for h i s  wive s ' gar den s , or have s ometh ing 
t o  give t o  kinsmen who hel p him in the gar den or in bui l ding 
hi s wive s ' hou s e s .  Each wi fe l ive s i n  her own house wi th her 
chil dren and p i gs.  She expec t s  t o· be ab l e  t o  l ive the s ame 
l i fe a s  i f  she i s  the only wi fe. If it i s  to b e  a pea c e fu l  
arrangement any a ddi t ional wive s mus t  be acceptab l e  t o  the 
f ir s t  wife. Some times a wi fe want s her husband to have more 
wive s ( Barne t t  1 9 70 : appendix 3D ) , s ome t ime s she doe s not. 
S ome t ime s she doe s not l ike a par ticular woman that her hu s ­
band wi she s  t o  marry. H owever , i f  a fter s everal yea r s  o f  
marr iage a wi fe ha s no t had any chi l dren , she i s  i n  a very 
weak pos it ion to r e j ec t  her husband ' s  proposed add i t i on. 
Shoul d she re fuse , her husband would pr obab l y  divorce her and 
demand the re turn of his bri depr ice b ecaus e  it wa s believed 
that the woman wa s at fau l t  i f  there were no chi l dr en. 

A l l  Chr i s t ian mi s si ons working in the Chimbu c ondemn polyg­
yny, and as polygyni s t s  cannot bec ome church member s l a number 
of l ea ding men have been denie d member ship. F or the Chimbu 
one o f  the mo s t  s ignific ant a spec t s  of Chr i s t ian teaching i s  
the rul e : one man , one wi fe. 

The only men who do not mar ry are maimed or menta l ly de fec ­
t ive. S o c ial l y  a man i s  not an a dul t unt il he i s  marr ie d ,  
and i f  he i s  unmar r ie d  i n  middle a ge he woul d be an ob j ec t  o f  
j e st .  S p in s t e r s  a r e  unknown (Br own 19 69 : 92 ) .  Widows and 
divorcee s are enc ourage d  to marry a gain , and indee d ,  acc ord­
ing to one o f  my interpreter s ( a  Chimbu woman who had divor c e d  
her non-Chimbu husband) , a woman ha s t o  b e  marr i e d  because she 
nee d s  a husband t o  bui l d  her a hou se and prepare the gr ound 
f or her gardens . 2 

1 ( c ont ' d) 
d i d  ·not ment ion the fac t  that with an increa s ing number o f  
young men working a n d  l iving out s i de the Chimbu , young mar ­
r i age partner s f or g ir l s  i n  the Chimbu might b e  l imi te d. A 
number o f  young men in P or t  More sby have been mar r ie d in 
absent i a  t o  g ir l s  in t h e  Chimbu. 

In s ome mi s si ons ( none of the se wer e  in Chimbu in 1 9 6 2 )  
husbands may r et a in the wive s they a l ready have b e f ore apply­
ing for church member ship , but may not t ake any addi t ional 
wive s.  
2 In the case  of dire nece s s ity , a br other woul d  probab l y  he l p  
h i s  s i s ter , b u t  the brother ' s  wi fe might n o t  b e  very happy 
abou t  the s i tuat ion. 
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Marriage i n  the Chimbu i s  basically a gr oup - ins t igat e d , 
group-per forme d and gr oup-mainta ine d r e l at ionship , al though 
there are many except ions to the group- inst i ga t e d  a s pec t . 
Even in 1 9 61 i t  wa s har d t o  a ss e s s  wha t  inf l ue nc e  mi s s i ons  
had on the s e  exc e p t i on s . Many missi onar i e s  are s tr ongly 
oppo sed to arr anged marr iage s , but o fteri marriage s  are only 
' arrange d '  a fter the c ouple , the gir l in part icular , have in­
dicate d that they are intere s te d  in marrying each other . 

Mate- select ion and marriage 

The f ol l owing i s  an out l ine o f  the i deal tradit i onal Chimbu 
marri age rather than an ac tual mar r iage . 

The kinsmen of a young man o f  about twenty- four yea r s  o f  
age deci de that i t  i s  t ime he m arr ied . They b e g i n  t o  c o l l ec t  
feather s ,  she l l s ,  s t one -axe s o r  money , piece s o f  opo s sum fur 
and oth er va luab l e s  for ' paying for a wi fe ' for h im .  Thi s  
' payment ' ,  br i depr ice , or bri dewealth a s  i t  i s  s omet ime s 
cal le d ,  serve s a number o f  purpos e s , l probably the mo s t  im­
p or t ant o f  which , for the Chimbu , i s  t o  e s t ab l i sh fr iendship 
and ini tiate  exchange r e l a t i onship s , whi ch are pos i t ive evi ­
denc e s  o f  fr i endship , be tween the s ub c l an sect ions o f  the 
woman and the man .  S omet ime s a man ' s kinsmen have a part icu­
l ar women in mind when they s t ar t  col l ect ing val uab l e s , but 
somet ime s they t ake the br i depr ice around , or let it  be known 
in the men ' s house s  wha t  val uable s they have , unt il they f ind 
a group which has a s ui tabl e  woman and i s  wil l ing to accept 
the ir br i depr ice . The choice o f  who sha l l  marry who l ie s  
with the women ' s  agnatic  kin gr oup r ather than the man ' s 
group b ecau s e  i t  i s  the former who dec i de s  whether t o  accept 
the offer made by the man ' s group . Acc or ding to Br own ( 1 9 64 :  
3 3 9 ) , e i ther the man or the woman on beha l f  o f  whom the mar ­
r i age t ransa c t ions are being made can r efus e  t o  marry or s top 
the marr ia ge procee ding , but in pra c t ice most acce de t o  the 
wi she s o f  the ir k in . Barne t t  ( 1 9 70 : appendix 3D ) c i t e s  a c a s e  
o f  a woman who r a n  away in the middl e  o f  the main marr ia ge 
ceremony . 

The rul e s  o f  exogamy f or the Ch imbu are , l ike many o f  the ir 
rul e s  o f  b ehavi our , open to manipu l a t ion accor ding to circum-

A l eading Gumine man , on l earning that in Eur opean cust om 
men do not , at l ea s t  direct l y , pay for the ir br i de s , c omment ­
e d , ' Eur opeans cannot think much of the ir wive s i f  they do 
not pay for them � ' Chimbu value the ir wive s in terms of their 
economic and p r ocreat ive c ontr ibuti ons t o  thei r  l ineage 
group . 
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s t an ce . Men are forb idden t o  marry into the ir mother ' s  sub­
cl an group_, although this is not a formal.ly constituted group ; 
how.ever , they do somet.ime.s marry women in this group ( Brown 
1 9 6 9 .: 8 2 ) . They may not marry women in the i r  own c l an a s  they 
are r egarded as s i s t er s . Aft er a woman marr ie s ,  her nat al 
group expect s t o  r eceive a bride in r eturn somet ime in the 
future , but thi s is never a direct exchange . 

Once the two gr oup s o f  kinsmen agree , the woman may s t ay 
wi th the man ' s  mother for a few weeks . There she i s  c l o sely 
s crut ini sed by her pro spect ive mother- in- law ,  who wi l l  dec ide 
whe ther she wi l l  make a su itab l e  wi fe for her son : whe ther 
she works hard and i s  re spect ful t o  her pr o spect ive a f f ine s , 
or whether she i s  lazy and insol ent . A fter marr iage the 
young wi fe wi l l  be l iving among her hu sb and ' s  kinsmen , so it 
i s  import ant that they shoul d  appr ove of her , and in p art i cu­
l ar that she is appr oved o f  by the mother- in- law ,  on whom she 
wi l l  have to depend for so many things in the early month s 
o f  her mar r ied l i fe .  I f  the pro spect ive mother- in- l aw d oe s  
not think that the woman i s  sui t able as a wi fe , she wi l l  be 
decorated with paint and fe ather s and sent back home . The 
man ' s agnate s wil l then have to l ook for another -br ide . 

Brown ( 1 9 64 : 3 3 4  and 1 96 9 : 8 3 ,  and Barne t t  ( 1 9 70 : 8 7 )  p robab­
l y  fol l owing Brown )  d oe s not cons id e r  a woman l iving with the 
man ' s  mother t o  be marr ied at thi s  st age , al thou gh Brown says 
that the men themselv e s  t al k  a s  i f  they are . ( I  am not c lear 
whe ther she means they t a l k  t h i s  way when the woman i s  s t ay­
ing with the man ' s mother , or whether she me an s t hat in 
r e t r o spect  they t alk t hi s  way . )  When t a l king ab out the ir 
own marr iage h i s t or ie s , some o f  my Port More sby informant s 
re ferred t o  the ir marriages t o  women who were l ater decorated 
with feather s and sent back home . In mo st cases the se 
' marr i age s '  had not b een con summated , but con summat ion doe s 
not seem t o  be a cr iterion o f  marr iage in Chimbu s ociety . 
In fact , both be fore and for some weeks after ' marr iage ' the 
man and woman o ften avo id each other . l Barnett  ( 1 9 7 0 : 9 1 )  
sugge st s that thi s i s  so that the young man shal l not be 
j udged t o  be over ly anxiou s frir a close r e l at i on ship with a 
woman . He sugge s t s that it  i s  the ceremonial eat ing o f  pork 
by the man and woman at the payment ceremony that ind i cate s  
a marr iage h a s  t aken pl ace . However , when a woman has been 
marr ied b e f ore , th i s  p ar t  o f  the mar r i age ceremony is omit ted 
from suc ceed ing marr i age s ,  a fact which tend� to cont r ad ict 
B arne t t ' s  sugge st i on . 

For a di s cu s s ion o f  the s igni f i cance o f  sexual inter cour se 
in Chimbu society , see pp . 30- 2 ,  3 7 , and 114- 6 .  
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Once a woman ha s b een accep ted  by her future a f f ine s , mar ­
r iage preparat ions b e gin in earne s t  by both t he b r i de ' s and 
the gr oom ' s natal  group s , and the s e  ac t ivi t ie s  are now extend­
ed beyond the ir immediate sub c l an sect ions . P i gs are k il l ed 
and c ooke d ,  and p ork exchanged .  The night b e fore the wedding 
exchange the woman wi l l  r eturn home i f  she i s  s t i l l  l iving 
wi th the

.
man ' s peop l e , and the groom ' s s ub c l ansmen and other 

relat ive s , with the ir wive s and chi l dren , wi l l  go and l i sten 
to  the br i de ' s s ubc l an tel l ing her about her  mar ital  r e s pon­
s ib i l it i e s , empha s i s ing the importance of working har d and 
pr ovi ding food f or he r husband ' s  kinsmen . She i s  t o l d  not 
to vi s it her nat a l  group too often or for too l ong ( al though 
it  i s  expect e d  that she wil l  vi s it h er fam i ly s omet ime s )  and 
not to hang about the government s tat i on (Brown 1 9 69 : 85 ) . 

The fol l owing day the br i depr ice i s  br ought on a spec ial 
di s pl ay boar d to the br i de ' s home , and pub l ic speech e s  are 
del ive r e d  about the fri endly re lat ionship which now exi s t s  
between the two kin group s . I n  the exchange s that fol l ow ,  
almo s t  a s  much i s  given t o  t h e  man ' s group b y  the woman ' s  
group a s  vice ver sa . This  exchange i s  fol l owe d by the eat ing 
of pork l iver s  by the br i de and groom if the bri de ha s not 
b een marr ie d b e for e . 

A t  the marr iage ceremonie s I wi tne s s e d  near Gumine three 
aspec t s  in par t icular impre s s e d  me . One wa s the care wi th 
which the br i de ' s r e la t ive s examine d the br i depr ice , even 
mea sur ing the l ar ge she l l s  a ga in s t  l ength s of twine . Thi s  
wa s fol l owe d b y  speech e s  fr om the b r i de ' s kinsmen who r out ine­
l y , I was t ol d ,  c ompl ain that there ar e not enough valuab l e s , 
thi s  in turn b eing fol l owed b y  a mock quarrel between the two 
p ar t ie s . Thi s  wou l d  seem t o  b e  an ins t i tut iona l i se d ,  overt 
expre s s i on o f  the import ance o f  economic gain , or economic 
par i ty - I find it impos s ib l e  to j udge whi ch is the more c or ­
rect de scr ipt ion - for the Chimbu . There i s  n o  shame , no 
hypr oc r i sy , about b eing intere s ted in mat er i al or ceremonial 
wea l th or r ec iproci ty . 

Another impre s s i on wa� that o f  the sadne s s  exhib i t e d  by 
the b r i de ' s parent s a nd o ther re l a t ive s . ' At one cer emony the 
f athe r  s l a shed hi s ear l ob e s  with a razor as a s i gn of h i s  
great grie f a t  l o s ing h i s  daugh ter . Mother s sat  quiet l y  wee p­
ing , the ir face s a nd b o di es c over e d  in mud s imil ar t o  that 
u s ed for mourning . F emale  relat ive s thr ew themselve s  on the 
gr ound , s obb ing l oudly . Whe ther or not thi s  wa s c onvent ion 
or genuine gr i e fl is not impor tant s oc i ol ogica l ly ; i t s  

F ather s have s uch l i t t l e  c onta c t  with the ir daught er s , 
part icular ly a ft er they have reached puber ty , that i t  i s  
di f f icult  t o  b e l ieve the ir emot ional attachment t o  them can 
c ompare wi th tha t  of the ir wive s . 
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s oc iol ogical s i gni f i cance l ie s  in the fac t that h ere wa s a n  ex­
pr e s s e d  s en se of s orrow a t  the l o s s  of a daugh t er , a r e l at ive , 
a member o f  the s oc ial group , rather than an expre s s ion o f  j oy 
for the indivi dual woman ' s  happine s s  in her new l i fe . l 

The thir d a s pe c t  o f  Chimbu weddings that impr es se d  me wa s 
the l a ck of focus on the two indiv idual s  be ing marr ie d .  Mos t  
o f  the t ime they were in the b ackground , ind i s cernibl e  from 
the crowd , a nd never toge ther . A s  ment ione d ,  for the Chimbu , 
marr iage , that i s  the formal i t ie s  a s s oc iated  wi th i t , i s  a 
group - inst i ga t e d  and group- per formed act ivity , a l though th i s  
doe s not pr ecl ude the individual s dire c t l y  c oncerne d from 
taking an act ive part in the informal a spect s .  

On the day a fter the ' wedding ' the groom ' s subc l an c ooks 
f ood f or the b r i de ' s kinsmen , and in ceremonie s  in the Gumine 
area ( wh ich may b e  di f ferent in s ome r e s pec t s  t o  other par t s  
o f  t he Chimbu)  the b r i de forma l l y  opens a mumu and t akes out 
s ome o f  the cooked food . Thi s  indicates  t�eryone pre sent 
tha t  she is  now a working member o f  her husband ' s  s o c ial 
group , c ooking and di s t r ibut ing f oo d  as a member of his group 
and not of her own nat a l  gr oup . F r om  now on the br i de mu s t  
work har d ,  he l ping h e r  mother - in- l aw a n d  h e r  husband ' s  kins ­
wome n . In due c our s e  she i s  given her own plot  o f  l an d  t o  
p l ant , a n d  her husban d wi l l  bui l d  a hous e  f or her . In  the 
meant ime she l ive s with her husband ' s  mother . Her days o f  
wander ing about wi th fema l e  companions , 2 s imply enj oying l i fe 
and t aking part in c ourt i ng par t ie s  and s i nging evenings , are 
now over . She is  a marr ied woman . H owever , a marr ied woman 
i s  frequently marr ied  severa l t ime s b ef or e  she f ina l l y  s e tt l e s  
down , whi ch o f ten i s  not unt i l  she ha s ha d a chi l d .  

A s uc c e s s fu l  marriage i s  f o l l owed by exchange s ,  v i s i t s  and 
gi f t s  between t he a gna t e s  o f  the b r i de and groom . A fter each 
b ir th a f ormal g i f t  i s  made t o  the br i de ' s natal gr oup , and 
her chi l dren often stay with the ir mat r i l ateral kin . Her 
parent s or s ib l ings may s t ay wi th her for month s , or a young 
gir l o f  the br i de ' s natal  group c ome to kee p  her c ompany , for 

B rown ( 1 9 6 9 : 9 0 )  point s out the d i fficul t per iod  o f  a dj u s t ­
ment tha t  a young Chimbu wi fe ha s during the fir s t  month s  o f  
marri ed l i fe !  the s a dne s s  o f  l eaving h e r  nat a l  k i n  gr oup and 
a d j u s t ing to a new group o f  pe op l e ,  her husband ' s  kin , with 
whom ,  in many ins t anc e s , she ha s had l i t t le or no previous 
c ontac t . 
2 S ee p . 34 . 
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they think that she m i ght b e  l onely withou t  any o f  her kin . 1 

I n  the Chimbu a marr ie d woman has  ec onomi c , pol i t ical and 
l egal  t ie s  with her husband ' s  kin gr oup , but h er emot i onal 
t i e s  ar e with her natal gr oup and with her own chi l dren , wh o 
form par t  o f  her husband ' s  pat r i l ineage . 

The type o f  marr i age here de scribed i s  a mode l only , and 
there are many var iat ions b o th b etween the di fferent are a s  
of Chimbu , and between d i f ferent c oupl e s . 2 B rown ( 1 9 64 : 3 3 9 ) 
sugge s t s  that onl� r arely do young peopl e choose  their own 
marr i age par tner , but i t  i s  d i f f icul t t o  obtain s t at i s t ic s  
o n  thi s and there i s  sometime s only a very f ine d i s t inc t i on 
be tween per sua s ion and s ugge s ti on ,  or between a sugge s t ion 
that is wil l ingly accep te d  and one th at is grudgingly acceded 
t o . The d i s t inc t ion between an arranged marr iage and a free­
choi ce marriage i s  not a lways c l ear cut . 

There are many inst itut i onal i se d  act iv i t i e s  wher e  young 
Chimbu peop l e  of both s exe s can meet and become attrac t e d  t o  
one another . F or thi s  rea s on it  i s  di f ficul t t o  b e l ieve that 
marr iage s init iated by the partner s themselve s , or by one of 
the par t ner s ,  are not as much a norm as i s  t he sys tem de s ­
c r ibe d ab ove . 

Reay ( 1 95 9 : 1 7 6- 7 ) rep ort s s imi l ar s oc ial  ac t ivi t ie s  invol ­
ving s ingl e  g ir l s  a n d  b oy s  a n d  me n among the Kuma , t o  the we s t  
o f  Chimbu . According t o  Reay ( 1 9 5 9 : 1 7 8 ) , the fr iendsh ips 
forme d during the s e  a c t ivit ie s are not intende d  to l ea d  to 
marr iage , f or a yo�ng gir l mu s t  marry the man her kin have 
s e l ec t e d .  Frequent ly the girl s prot e s t  very vi gor ou sly , but 
i t  seem s , t o  no ava i l . I have not heard ab out or witne s s e d  
s uch prote s t ing in t h e  Chimbu , probably becau se gir l s  can 
s t op the wed ding a t  any t ime by walking out (Br own 1 9 64 : 3 3 9 ) . 4 

I sugge s t  that among the Chimbu , prov i de d  s o cial l y  r ec og­
ni s e d  rule s o f  exogamy are not viol ated ,  free · choice of mar ­
riage par tner i s  ava i lable tradi t i onal ly and occur s frequen t ­
ly t o day . T h e  var ious occa s i on s  where s ingl e gi r l s  a n d  boys 

1 Thi s  s eems t o  indicate tha t a t  l ea s t  in the ear l y  stage s , 
marriage i s  not expec ted  t o  pr ovi de ade quate c ompanionship 
an d emo t ion al sat i s fact ion for the wi fe . 
2 

S ee Appendix C f or examp le s . 
3 In  a l ater paper Brown ( 1 9 69 : 9 5 ) indicate s  that free choice 
of marr i age partner i s  accepte d pract ice among Chimbu . 
4 S trathern ( 1 9 7 2 : 88 ) r epor t s  that a Me l pa woman c an r e fu s e  
t o  marry a man i f  she wi she s . 
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and men meet t o ge ther can b e  r e gar ded a s  c ourt ing or pr ecour t ­
ing a c t ivit ie s . Married  women do not take part in them , and 
the fact tha t marr ied men do , doe s  not in a polygynous s oc iety 
mean that s ome o f  the fr iendships generat e d  on the se occ a s i ons 
ar e not expect e d  to l ea d  t o  marriage . However , if the man ' s 
mother or an exi s t ing wi fe ob j ec t s  t o  the woman cho sen i t  
might b e  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  the man t o  per suade h i s  agna t e s  t o  pay 
b r i de pr ic e . 

The C athol i c  mi s s ion in Chimbu c ondemns arrange d mar r i age s 
and t e l l s  i t s  member s  that young peop l e  shoul d be a l l owed t o  
c ho o s e  their own partner s .  Mos t  mi s s ions a r e  a l s o  a gainst  
many o f  the tra di t ional occa s ions wh ere young pe opl e  mee t  and 
become a ttrac t ed to one another . Indeed ,  Chimbu Lutherans 
t ol d  me that they wer e  not a l l owed to par t ic ipate in s uch 
a c t ivit i e s , but not a l l  young people accepted thi s rul ing . l 

Y oung people from di fferent p l ac e s  c an mee t  t ogether and 
form a t tachment s on a number o f  important occas ions . The 
l arge p i g  fe s tival s he l d  every f ive t o  s even year s provi de an 
opportunity f or men and s ingle gir l s  from fr iendly c lans t o  
me e t . Married  women d o  not a t t end the s e  fe s t ival s .  E l ope­
ment s are expected  at each f e s t ival , but b e f ore one can b e  
c on s i dered a s  a marr iage the coup l e  wi l l  have t o  c onsu l t  
their r e spect i ve kinsmen , who ,  i f  they a gr ee t o  the marr iage 
wil l  prepar e  for p i g  and food-exchange s .  Thi s  may t ake s ome 
t ime i f  the b oy ' s c l an was h o s t  a t  the fe s t ival a s  i t s  s t ock 
o f  pigs wil l  have been depl e t e d  and supp l ie s  of veget ab l e s  
may al s o  b e  sh ort . 

The smal l ,  informal ' turning hea d '  par t i e s ,  and the l ar ger 
s i nging and care s s ing p ar t ie s , are a t t ende d  by s ingl e  girl s 
and married  or s ingle men . 2 At the ' turning hea d ' par t i e s , 
the men s i t  in two r ows , b ack t o  b ac k , in  the centre o f  the 
s it t ing area in a woman ' s  h ou s e . The gir l s  s it oppos it e  them , 
a l ong the wa l l s .  The room i s  c r owde d and hot . The only 
l i gh t  c ome s  from the f l icker ing f l ames of an open f ire . The 
men and gir l s  c r oon contin�ou s l y , roll ing their he ads  from 
s i de t o  s ide . S ome t ime s they l ean forwa r d  and pre s s  their 
forehead against  tha t  of the p er s on oppo s it e , c ont inu ing to 

S ome vi l la g e s  or c lan- gr oupings that were origina l l y  Luth­
eran trans ferre d  their al l e giance to the Catho l i c  mi s si on 
becau s e  they d i d  not want t o  give up tra d i t i onal ac t ivi t i e s  
banned by the Lutherans . 
2 A s  far a s  I ' know , none .ha s .�ver t aken place in P or t  More sby . 
S ome young men tried  t o  or gani s e  one in 1 973 but only three 
girl s arr ived to take part i n  i t . 
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move the ir heads fr om s ide t o  s ide . Every now and a gain the 
men move a l ong one p l ace s o  that they s i t  opp o s i t e  another 
gir l . Th is act ivity is said  to be sexua l ly sat i s fy ing . 

When I wa s l iving in Wandi a party of young men hired a 
truck t o  go t o  a l ar ge s inging and care s s ing party that they 
ha d been invit e d  to by the g ir l s  of a c lan s ome m i l e s  away . 
The se , l ike the ' turning head ' part ie s , go on f or most o f  the 
night . When the s inging s tops , the gir l s and me n s l ee p  t o­
gether in the hou se , but sexual interc our se shou l d  not t ake 
p l ace . Chaper one s may be pre sent a s  a precaut ion . l 

D ivor ce 

If  a c oupl e  are divorced , the chi l dren rema in wi th the 
father unl e s s  it i s  s ocial l y  recogni s e d  that the husband i s  
t o  b l ame for the breakdown o f  the marr iage , b y  openly negle c t ­
ing hi s dut ie s  a s  a husband for some t ime . Br i depr ice wou l d  
pr obab l y  not b e  returned t o  h im ,  a l though thi s woul d depend 
t o  some exte nt on c ircums tance s .  

In  S ina s ina owne r ship o f  ch il dren i s  more e qual l y  ba lanc e d  
b etween husban d a n d  wi fe than i t  i s  in o ther part s  of the 
Chimbu . D ivor ce d  women ar e mor e l ikel y  t o  b e  a l l owe d t o  kee p 
a t  l e a s t  one o f  their chi l dren . However , pub l ic opinion a s  
t o  b l ame s t i l l  in fluenc e s  who receive s custody o f  the chi l dren . 
F or many Gumine men ta lking in ab s tract t erms , it  wa s inc on­
c e ivab l e  that a husb and c oul d be b l ame d for a mar r i a ge break­
down : it wa s a,lways the woman ' s  faul t ,  and as they wou l d  not 
want chi l dren to b e  br ough t  up by an irre s pons ibl e  woman , the 
chi l dren shoul d s t ay with their father ! However , by 1 9 6 7  
s ome women wer e  real i s ing that i n  the ir d i s put e s  with the ir 
husbands they woul d ga in a more sympathet ic hear ing a t  the 
sub - di st r i c t  o f f ice than a t  the tradi t i onal Chimbu c our t s  c om­
pr i se d  of marr ied  men . C onsequen tly women b e gan to t ake 
ser ious mar i t a l  d i s pute s to the A dmini strat ion for s e t t l ement . 2 

B r i de pr ice and chi l dren are s t ab i l i s ing fact or s  irt  marr iage . 
A mother i s  l oath t o  leave her husband a s  she wi l l  pr obabl y  

A s imi l ar s ituat ion occurred i n  a number o f  other Papua New 
Guinea s oc iet ie s ; in northern Europe and the nor theastern 
Unite d States the pra c t ice o f  ' bundl ing ' wa s c ommon unt i l  the 
e i ghteenth century ( F ie l ding 1 942 : chapter 4 ) . 
2 At lea s t  one A dmini s trat ion o f ficer b l ame d marital  di sput e s  
o n  the cus t om o f  separate h ou s e s  f or husbands a n d  wive s . He  
t ol d  peop l e  in his  c ourt hear ings that a husband and wife 
shou l d  l ive t oge ther in the same house . 



l o s e  her chi l dren ( or at l ea s t  s ome o f  them) . Her k insmen 
wi l l  be unhappy becau s e  unl e s s  her husband is recogni s e d  a s  
the guil ty par ty , whi ch r are ly occur s , they wi ll have t o  r e ­
p a y  t h e  b r i deprice they rece ive d  f or her . H owever , the re­
payment wi l l  b e  re duced if she is l eaving chi l dren with the 
husband . I f  the woman goe s direc t l y  t o  another husband , he 
wil l  ha�e t o  c ompensate the previ ous husband rather than he r 
kinsmen . 

Sexual pract ic e s  and a t t i tu de s  

2 9  

The antagon i sm be tween men and women i n  the highl ands i s  
expre s se d  i n  di f ferent way s  i n  d i f ferent t r ibe s ,  but a lway s 
ther e  i s  s ome i n s t i tu t i ona l i se d  metho d  o f  overcoming the c on­
f l ic t  whi ch re sul t s  from the man ' s fear of a woman , or rather 
h i s  fear of her sexua l i ty ,  and h i s  nee d for a woman to s at i s ­
f y  h i s  s exual de s ire s , t o  pr ovi de him with chil dren , and t o  
per form certain t a sks  for h im . H e  be l ieve s tha t t oo much c on­
tact  with women wi l l  weaken a man and s po i l  h i s  skin , as we l l  
a s  s pread di sea se s . Mens t rual b l ood might harm him o r  h i s  
c r op s . Given the opportunity , women might u s urp the power o f  
men i n  s oc iety . Women a r e  more l ike ly t o  have s upernatura l 
p ower s ( tha t i s , be wit che s ) , and make t roub l e  f or men , than 
are men . 

Women need men t o  give them ch il dr en , t o  pr ovi de them with 
hou se s , to break in the ground f or new gar dens , and to make 
fenc e s  around the gar dens . I neve r hea r d  women ta lk d is par ­
a gingly o f  men , but on many occa s ions  men indicat e d  that they 
had l it t l e  r e s pe c t  f or women in genera l , s aying ' Women are 
noth ing . They only make s t r ing bags and l ook a f t er ch i l dren . 
Men are the b o s s . '  

N i l l e s , s peaking o f  the Chimbu in the area between Kundiawa 
and Kerowa g i ,  s ays  ( 1 9 50 : 4 8 ) : 

The women ' s sex a s  s uch i s  c ons i dere d  by men a s  dan­
gerous ; and the woman as a per s on ,  because of her 
sex , i s  thought mental l y  infer ior t o  men . Mens tru­
a t i on b l ood is  regarded as highly infe c t ious t o  man 
but not to woman . 

Even the s ight o f  mens trual b l oo d  in a r iver c ou l d  make a man 
i l l , acc ording t o  N i l le s . 

N il l e s  ( 1 9 5 0 : 4 7 ) , a ga in referr ing t o  the ' Chimbu proper ' ,  
c l aims that sexua l i nterc our se be f ore or . out s ide marriage i s  
c ontrary t o  the s oc ial  c ode . H e  c l a ims ( 1 9 5 0 : 30 ) that ' the 
family ordinar i l y  repre sent s a s t r ong b i o l ogical uni t ' ( empha­
s i s  mine ) , and tha t  pr omi scui t y  ( unt i l  the 1 95 0 s )  wa s prac -



3 0  

t ical l y  unknown ' even dur ing the emot ional t imes o f  gr eat 
fe s t ivit ie s ' . Thi s acc or ds  with my informant s '  more recent 
inf ormat i on r e gar ding the Chimbu in thi s area . In o ther part s  
o f  the Chimbu i t  seems l ike l y  that extramarital  sexual r e ­
l a t i ons  might have been entered  int o more readily . 

Sexual s ervic e s  do not appear t o  be such an integral par t 
o f  the marr iage r e l a t i onsh i p  a s  they are in many s ociet ie s . 
Barne t t  ( 1 9 70 : 9 1 - 2 )  c i t e s  exampl e s  of coup l e s  who had been 
mar r i e d  for a few month s b e f ore consumma t ion t ook p l ac e . 
This  occurre d  in ten of the f ourt een mar r i a ge s  discu s s e d  by 
Barnet t . O f  the four c a s e s  wher e  it  di d not occur , one wa s 
a c a s e  o f  wi fe - s te a l ing , one wa s a wi dow marr i a ge , a nd two 
wer e  c a s e s  where t he c oup l e  l ived wi th the br i de ' s family 
imme diatel y  a fter the marr iage instead of the more c us t omar y  
re s idence with the husband ' s  pe op l e . However , one husband 
wh o had not c onsummated h i s  s e c ond , polygynous marr iage a fter 
three year s wa s pub l icly  berate d by hi s mother . 

A wife i s  expect e d  t o  give b i r th and nurture chi l dren f or 
her husband , and sexual intercour se i s  nec e s sary f or thi s ;  
but i t  i s  a re l at i onship fraught wi th t en s ion , and may not 
b e  very p l ea surab l e . S exual  int erc our se among the Chimbu doe s 
not seem t o  h�ve the emotiona l or s pir i tual over t one s tha t it  
has  in s ome o ther s o c ie t ie s . Ab s tent ion from intercour se over 
c on s i derable  per iods of t ime , as dic tated  by the .co de of s oc i ­
e ty , i s  apparent l y  prac t i s e d  b y  many c oupl e s . The pat t ern o f  
l i fe , separate hou s e s  for men and women , separate a c t ivit i e s ,  
separate intere s t s ,  fear of pol lut i on by women , fear of harm­
ing one ' s chi l dren , l fear of b eing laughe d at by other men , 
and po s s ib l y  the type of die t , 2 may al l c ontr ibu te t o  s uch 
b ehaviour . A man gains pre s t i ge not fr om h i s  s exua l prowe s s  
and the number o f  feminine c onque s t s  h e  can make , nor even 
from the number o f  chi l dr en that h i s  wife bear s him ,  but 
r a ther from his s tr ongmindedne s s  in avo i d ing t o o  much c on tact 
with the oppo s ite s ex . When sexual attachment s do occur , 
e i ther c a sual or a s  a pr e l im inary t o  a free- choice marr ia ge , 
b o th the ma·n c oncerned and s o c iety a t  l arge s ay th at the r e ­
l at ionship wa s initiated  by the gir l and , a s  one man put i t , 
' Men are weak , when a gi r l  shows her inter e s t  we cannot 
r e s i st ' , or ' Sh� wante d  i t , s o  I marr i e d  her ' . The man t r i e s  
t o  make out that h e  wa s a pa s s ive , s omewha t  d i s inter e s t e d  
partner in the relat i onship . 3 

1 S ee p .  3 1 . 
2 See p . 31 ,  fn . 2 .  
3 In  the c a se of a man who had c ar nal  knowl edge o f  h i s  pre ­
pubert a l  daugh ter , i t  wa s accepted without que s t i on that the 
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I t  is  c ons i dere d  di s grac e ful f or a wif e  t o  have too many 
chi l dren (more than f our or f ive ) and even wor s e  for her t o  
have chi l dren le s s  than about four year s a par t . A husband i s  
expec ted  t o  abs tain fr om s exual intercour s e  wh i l e  h i s  wife i s  
pregnant o r  brea s t fee ding and there are many s ocia l  norms 
and prac t ic e s  which s upport thi s  ideol ogy , s uch as s eparate 
hou s e s  f or husbands and wive s , many activ i t i e s  carr ie d out by 
men in a gr oup wi thout the ir wive s , and l i t t l e  s oc ial c ontact 
be tween husband and wi fe . l A marr ied man who s e  wife i s  not 
b rea s t feeding or pregnant wi l l  s ome t ime s s l eep a t  her house 
for a period o f  about s ix month s , after whi ch i t  is expec t e d  
that she wil l  b e  pre gnant , a nd h e  wil l s le ep in the me n' s 
house . Ol der men berate a young man who s e  wife become s preg­
nant whi l e  she is s t i l l  brea s t feeding her previ ous chi l d :  
' Why , are you a dog with n o  c ontro l , t o  b e  alway s a s s oc ia t ing 
wi th your wife? ' 

Chimbu bel ieve that having interc ourse with a lac tat ing 
woman wi l l  put p o i s on into her milk , making the ch i l d  i l l  or 
caus ing death . S ome a l s o  bel ieve that i f  a man ha s int e r ­
c our s.e wi th another woman when hi s wife i s  br ea s t feeding , the 
chi ld wi l l  be adver se ly a f fec t e d . Ch imbu father s  are very 
f ond · o f  the ir sma l l  ch i l dr en and a man i s  expect e d  to think 
o f  them and forego s exual intercour s e  for the t ime being . 2 

I f  wive s d i s c over that the i r  husbands have had relat ions 
with other women they wi l l  be angry but wi l l  not regar d i t  a s  
a very seriou s  o ff ence . I t  woul d certainly b e  c on s i dered 
bet ter f or a man to have s exua l intercour s e  with another woman 
than t o  have intercour se with h i s  wi fe whe n  she i s  pregnant 
or  brea s t fee ding . 

c ont 
g ir l  ini t ia t e d  the relat i onsh i p , and there was no sympa thy for 
the g ir l , onl y  for th e mother ; the father wa s not c ondemned 
by hi s own s o c ial group but was by h i s  wi fe ' s ,  who tradi t i on­
a l l y  woul d  have ki l l ed him .  
1 Kiki and Be ier ( 1 9 6 9 : 1 6- 1 9 )  de s c r ibe a s imil ar sy stem exi st ­
ing among the Oroko l o  o f  the Papuan Gul f b e f ore the arr ival o f  
European mi s s ionar ie s . A woman who i s  s een t o  b e  a lways with 
her husband i s  c on s i dered t o  b e  the type o f  wi fe who wil l 
readily be attrac ted t o  other men . I t  i s  not c on s i dered good 
for a wi fe to want to f ol l ow her husband everywhere ' l ike a dog ' . 
2 The Chimbu diet i s  very l ow in prote in , par t icu l ar ly animal 
protein , and fa t (Ba i l ey and Whit eman 1 9 63 ) . S ome nut r i t i on 
r e s earch indi cate s tha t an inade quat e  diet may lead t o  de-
crea se d  l ib ido (Key s  . 1 95 0 : 8 3 9 - 4 0 ) . 
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When c o-wive s quarrel  i t  i s  usua l l y  over material  goods 
and doe s  not appear t o  be becau se o f  sexua l or emot i onal jeal ­
ousy . When a wi fe bec ome s  angry becau se , f or examp l e , her 
husband and h i s  agnate s  have bui l t  a n ew hou se f or the o ther 
wife and not for her , it may not s imply be that she i s  angry 
becau s e  she doe s not have a new hou se or because her pr ide i s  
hur t , but she may al s o  b e  j e a l ou s  becau s e  she r e gards thi s  a s  
an indica t i on tha t  her husband l ike s the o ther wi fe more than 
her . H owever , given the very s tr ong ec onomic mot iva t i on that 
is charac ter i st ic of Chimbu and the fac t tha t  marr iage par t ­
ner s ar e not regar de d a s  important s ource s o f  emot iona l sat i s ­
fac t ion ,  the feel ing o f  ec onomic depr iva t i on ,  and jeal ousy 
ar i s ing from i t , is  l ikely t o  be a s tr onger e l ement in her 
anger than a s e n se o f  emot i onal depr ivation . 

Chimbu men and women are wel l  aware that women who have 
chi l dren in quick suc c e s s i on become thin , t ire e a s i l y  and f ind 
it  har d  t o  l ook a f ter two or  more young chil dren a s  we l l  as  
do their r e gular work . The l ow pr ote in diet may be a fac t or 
in thi s . F or s ome women the proce s s  o f  ch i l d-bear ing i s  pain­
ful . Con s e quent l y  women themselve s do not want chi l dren in 
quick s ucce s s ion and may therefore di sc ourage the s exual in­
tere s t  of the ir husbands . S ome Chimbu c l a im tha t  ther e are 
herb s women can use to prevent c oncept i on ,  but the se are 
usua l l y  s a i d  to permanent ly prevent a woman from c once iving . 
I suspect that the s e  tal e s  have c ome about more a s  a means o f  
exp l aining why s ome women are barren rather than a s  a r e su l t  
o f  the ir p o s i t ive u s e  i n  or der t o  pr event addi t i onal pre gnan­
c ie s . 

I n  addit ion t o  the spec i fic s oc ia l  a t t itude s and pract ice s 
a lready di scu s se d  in relat i on t o  mal e- female relat i ons , s ev­
eral social  fac t or s det er act s  c ontrary to the norms of s o c i ­
ety . The se hel p  t o  r e duce di screpanc ies between the i de o l o gy 
o f  s oc iety and the b ehaviour of individual s  in the spher e  o f  
mal e - femal e  r e l a t i onships ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  other spher e s  o f  l ife . 

One informant in Port Mor e sby ment ioned fear o f  s tart ing 
fight s between gr oup s of agna t e s  a s  a rea s on f or men avo i ding 
premar ital and extrama r i ta l  l ove a f fa i r s  in the t ime b e f ore 
pac i f icat i on . Lack o f  pr ivacy , and go s s ip can a l s o  c on s train 
a per s on ' s behaviour . In the Chimbu men ar e l iv ing and work­
ing in a c l os e ly knit gr oup of kinsmen ; there are no news ­
paper s , radios  or b ooks s o  that talking about other people 
and the ir a c t ivit i e s  i s  an impor tant pas t ime . I t  i s  diff i cul t 
for a man ' s act ions t o  pa s s  unnot iced a nd thi s  ac t s  a s  a f orm 
o f  s oc ia l  c ontr ol , a s  a man depends upon hi s group in s o  many 
re spect s .  



The Chimbu bel ieve tha t the ir l and i s  ful l of wit che s and 
o ther evil s p i r it s . I f  a man o ffends a r el at ive by , for 
examp l e , showing t oo much intere s t  in h i s  r e l a t ive ' s  wi fe , 
then the r e l a t ive might harm him or one of h i s  chi l dr en 
thr ough the a gency o f  h i s  s uperna t ural  power s .  I f  a wi fe 
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doe s not give food t o  her husband ' s  s ib l ings , they might be­
c ome angry and harm he r ,  if  they are po s s e s se d  by supernatur ­
a l  powe r s . A s  i t  i s  not always known wh o ha s superna tura l  
power s i t  i s  be s t  n o t  t o  o ffend anyone a s  f a r  a s  th i s  i s  pos s ­
ibl e . 

Chi l dren 

Chi l dren bel ong to the ir father , and through him to thei r 
fathe r ' s  subcl an and c l an . Peopl e be l i eve tha t the father 
a l one is re spons ible f or c once pt ion , and the wi fe mer e l y  l ooks 
after the chil dren , both in utero and a f ter . Chi l d  car e , 
par t icularly f or b oys , seems t o  b e  a lmo s t  a s  much a gr oup a s  
a parental a c t ivit y , but u l t imat e  r e s pons ib i l ity f or ch i l dren 
s t il l  l ie s  with the father . 

Father s  t ake grea t  inter e s t  in the ir chi l dren when they 
are young al though their mother s l o ok after them ( which in­
volve s very l i t t l e ) , under the direct ion o f  the ir husbands . 
I t  i s  a c ommon s i ght in the Chimbu t o  see a rugge d , wea ther ­
b ea ten man , h i s  fa ce al l smi l e s , p l ay ing wi th h i s  smal l  s on 
or daughter on h i s  knee or in h i s  arms . Men want chi l dren , 
and they get angry with wive s who do not b ear them any , think­
ing they do s o  de l iberate l y . Men want s on s to he l p  them work 
their land and to inher it  from them . They want daughter s to 
exchange , usua l l y  indire ct l y , for wive s for the ir s ons , and 
to he l p  the ir own wive s produce f oo d  and do other work . Women 
want chi l dren a s  a s ource and ob j ec t  of l ove and a f fect i on . 
They want daughter s t o  he l p  them gar den , carry water and fire­
wood , l ook a ft e r  the pigs , and l a ter t o  obtain b r i deprice f or 
them . They want s on s  who wi l l  l ook a fter the ir r i gh t s  and 
intere s t s  when the ir own br other s have died or are t oo o l d . 
And everyone want s pe opl e  t o  add t o  the ir own s oc ia l  gr oup , 
f or i t  i s  the kin gr oup rather than the indivi dual tha t  i s  
important in Chimbu e th i c . 

B oy s , and gir l s  up t o  the age of about s even year s ,  may 
s l eep in the men ' s h ouse wi th their father , or spend t ime 
there once they are weane d . As the b oy s  grow o l der the ir 
fathe r s  and c l o se kinsmen teach them many th ings . Mother s 
have l i t t l e  t o  s ay about the upbr inging o f  the ir s ons a fter 
they have reache d the age o f  about f ive year s : they s impl y  
provi de f o o d  f or them . Father s may see l it t l e  of the ir daugh­
t e r s  a fter they are about ten year s ol d but never the l e s s  
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maintain ul t imat e  c ontr o l  over them . A l though the l i fe of 
boys and girl s ,  bro ther s and s i ster s , bec ome s s e grega t e d  a t  
a n  ear ly a ge , thi s  doe s not mean tha t there are n o  s ocia l or 
emot ional t i e s  be tween brother s and s i ster s . A du l t  brother s 
have an import ant rol e t o  p l ay in guar ding the inter e s t s  o f  
the ir s i s ter s , and ,  i f  a woman ' s  fath er i s  dea d , her brother 
wil l c ane to her a i d  in any disagreement with her husband or 
her husband ' s  kin . T ie s  b etween f ir s t  c ou s ins o f  d i f ferent 
s exe s are s imi lar to tho s e  b e tween brother and s i s ter and ar e 
u s ua l ly expr e s s e d  in the s ame terms . 1 

Daughter s l ear n fr om the ir mot her s ,  grandmother s and other 
femal e  re l a t ive s by s impl y  be ing with them and j oining in 
their a c t ivit ie s .  If they do s ome thing incorr e c t ly th ey may 
be cha s t i se d . Grandmot her s ,  rather than mother s ,  give gir l s  
s imp l e  ins t ru c t ions o n  manner s and behavi our . Gir l s '  puber ty 
r i t e s  are s t i l l observed and are j oyous occ a s ions . 2 Once a 
gir l  reache s puber ty she spends l it t l e  t ime hel p ing her 
mother by carrying wat er , l o oking a f ter younger chi l dren or 
working in the gar den . She no l onger regu l ar ly fet che s p i g s  
from the gar den , nor wat ch e s  a n d  he l p s  fema l e  re l at ive s make 
yarn or c rochet s t r ing bags . I n s tead she s pends her t ime 
wi th another g ir l or perhaps two gir l s ,  of the s ame age , wan­
der ing about from p l ace t o  p l ace . The se gir l s  wear feather s ,  
shine the ir skins with p i g s ' grea se and become p l ump and 
a t t ra c t ive . They enj oy themselve s  in the var i ou s  s oc ia l ly 
appr ove d a c t ivi ti e s  with young men and marr ied  men , s omet imes 
chaperoned by . their fema l e  r e l a t ive s . It  is  a t ime of fun 
and p l e a sur e , with l it t l e  r e spons ib i l ity or work t o  90 . F or 
her parent s and the ir kin group s , the on set  of puberty indi­
cate s that in due c our s e  they wil l  be abl e  t o  c o l l e c t  b r i de ­
price f or her . Once a gir l  i s  marr ie d ,  o r  i s  p lanning t o  
marry , she h a s  t o  work har d for her in- l aws or her ant ic i­
pat e d  in- l aws ; her patt ern o f  l i fe change s dra s t ica l ly . 

S ons  s pend mo s t  o f  the day with th e s ons  o f  oth er men o f  
the ir father ' s  men ' s h ou s e , catapu l t ing b i r ds , s earching for 
edib l e  insec t s , l earning t o  u s e  a b ow and arr ow ,  s pinning 
t op s  made from the fruit of a tree , or p l aying o ther b oy s ' 
game s . They p l ay in group s and learn from each other a s  we l l  
a s  fr om the ir father s and a du l t  kinsmen . At night they l i sten 

Thi s  c l o se r e l at i on sh ip does not s eem t o  exi s t  b etween 
chil dr en of the same ·fa ther but o f  d i f ferent mother s .  
2 F or de s c r ipt i ons  of tradit iona l Chimbu puberty r i t e s  f or 
gir l s see  Ros s  { 1 9 6 5 )  and Whiteman ( 1 9 65 ) . 
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P l ate 5 .  A gir l emerg­
ing from confinement 
at the concl u s i on o f  
he r puberty ceremony . 

t o  the men in the men ' s  hou s e  d i scu s s ing d i spute s ,  ceremonial 
act ivit ie s ,  p i g s , women and wit chcr a ft . 

Boy s ' init iat ion ceremonies  seem to have been one o f  the 
fir s t  Chimbu t r ad i t i onal ceremonie s t o  d ie out . Today young 
men have p l enty o f  t ime to s i t around tal king , gamb l ing and , 
s ince 1 963 , dr inking with o l der men . They al s o  v i s it var iou s 
kinsmen and kinswomen , e i ther al one or with other young men . 
W ith p ac i ficat i on they are ab le  t o  wander fur ther afield  than 
in the pa st , and may deve l op var iou s re l at ionship s with s ingl e  
t eenage g ir l s  over a wide area .  Dur ing the s e  wander ing s they 
are glad l y  hou sed and fed by the ir kins fo l k .  

Chi l dren only b e l ong t o  the ir father i f  he , o r  h i s  sub c lan 
sect ion , has paid br idepr ice for the mother . I f  br idepr i ce 
has not been paid , the ch i l dren b e l ong t o  the ir mother and 
her socia l  gr oup . However , trad i t i onal ly the l at t er r arely  
o c curred becau s e  i f  a couple e l oped and tr ied t o  l ive openly 
t o ge ther , the woman ' s  kinsmen wou l d  demand p ayment for  her  or  
t ake her  b ack home . 
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I f  a s ingle gir l  become s pre gnant from a c a sua l r e l at i on­
ship , she wil l name a man whom she l ike s as the father . l Hi s 
kinsmen wil l  try t o  pe rsuade h im t o  marry her e i ther in or der 
to avo id a fight with the gir l ' s  kin , or b ecause they think 
she woul d make a suitab l e  br i de f or h im .  

Externa l  an d internal  
family  r e l a t ionsh ip s  

The tradit iona l  Chimbu fami ly i s  a n  ec onomic and ch i l d­
producing unit . I t  i s  l inke d thr ough the husband t o  the s oc ia l , 
pol i t ical  and economi c  exchange uni t s  o f  h i s  s ubc l an and tr ibe . 
I t  i s  al s o  a l ink between the husband ' s  subc l an s e c t ion and 
the wi fe ' s nat a l  kin group . 2 

The tradi t i onal Chimbu family ha s two di s tant s e t s o f  ex­
terna l  s oc ial  r e l a t i onship s :  ( i ) the family as a unit i s  
p o l i t ic a l l y , economica l ly and s o c ia l ly part of the husband ' s  
a gna t ic group ; ( i i )  the husband and wi fe are a l ink in an 
ec onomic exchange and s oc ial sys t em b etween the husband ' s  
sub c lan sec t i on and the wi fe ' s  sub c l an s e c t i on o f  b i r th . In 
both the s e  set s of r e l a t i onshi p s  the husband i s  the active 
e l ement , the wi fe the pa s s ive e l ement . Her ac t ivi t ie s  are 
per f orme d  on an indivi dua l  b a s i s , e i ther direc t ly , in her 
r e l a t i onship s  with her own nat a l  gr oup , or indire c t l y , through 
her husband ,  in her ac t ivi t ie s  c oncerne d  wi th her hus band ' s  
kin gr oup . I t  i s  the husband wh o l ive s and ac t s  d ir ec t l y  a s  
a member o f  a c orporate group , s pending much o f  h i s  t ime in 
gr oup ac t iv i t ie s  wh ich s erve both indivi dual and group inter­
e s t s . H i s  wi fe suppor t s  h im in the s e  by pr oviding food , 
chi l dren and o ther service s . 

W i thin the family there i s  s tr ic t  s e grega t i on an d s pec i a l ­
i sa t i on o f  r o l e s , th i s  s e gregat i on be ing more marke d i n  the 
we s tern than in the e a s tern Chimbu . There are a lm o s t  no 
j oint c on j ugal act ivit i e s , and husband and wi fe s pend very 
l it t l e  of the ir t ime t oge ther . A g oo d  husband is one who 
works hard and give s pre sent s t o  h i s  a f f ine s . Whe ther h i s  
di l i gence can b e  interpr e t e d a s  a demonstra t i on o f  a f fe c t i on 
f or h i s  wife I cannot say . A good wife i s  one who works har d , 
an d in par t icular l ooks a fter her own and her husband ' s  pigs ; 
she doe s what she i s  t o l d  by her husband and h i s  a gna t ic kin ; 

1 Thi s  s it ua t ion wa s more l ike ly t o  occur in the ea s tern part 
of Chimbu , as sanc t i ons aga ins t prema r i t a l  sexual r e l a tions 
were not so s t r ong there as in the we s t . 
2 See pp . 25- 6 . 
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s he bear s her husband ' s  ch i l dren and l ooks a fter them under 
hi s d irec t ion ; she entertains  h i s  vis i t or s  wi thout c omp l a int . 
Husbands l ive c ommunal l ive s with the other men in the men ' s 
hou se . Women l ive mor e i solated  l ive s in their indivi dual 
house s . 

A s tr ong s e gregat i on of the sexe s doe s not nec e s s ar i ly mean 
that women are c ompletely sub j ugated  to men . I t  may mean that 
wi thin the ir own s phe r e s  o f  intere s t  each sex i s  in c ontr ol o f  
i t s  own a f fa ir s . H owever ,  fre que nt ly i n  a ffai r s  of overal l  
inter e s t , such a s  pol i t i c s  and introduce d  ec onomic ac t ivi t ie s , 
men dominate . Such a s oc ial arrangement exi s t s  in Chimbu . l 
In  s oc i e t ie s  where there i s  a c l o ser rela t i onship between men 
and women , where husbands and wive s fre quent ly work toge ther , 
i t  may be that men domina te in a l l  s phere s ,  or i t  may be that 
there i s  fre quent c on sul tat i on and c ompanionsh i p  between the 
s pouse s . 

Sexual and emotiona l sati s fact i on seem t o  be of l i t t le 
impor tance in the marriage rel at ion ship , which woul d be c on­
si s tent with the a t t i t ude o f  Chimbu men that women are a po­
tent ial s ource of danger and pol lut ion . However , in spite  o f  
thi s and the r i gi d  divi s i on o f  l abour between the sexe s , there 
are oppor t unit ie s for a hu sband and wife to he l p  each other . 
A hu sband may chop f irewood for h i s  wi fe or carry water f or 
her , al though the l atter i s  c ons i dered t o  be woman ' s  work . A 
woman may he l p her husband by carrying bundl e s  of kunai gra s s 
for h im when he i s  bui l ding a hou se . Such a c t ions are not 
demanded by s oc iety but are per f orme d voluntari l y ,  according 
to the cho ice of ind ividua l s . P o s s ibly they c oul d be inter ­
preted  a s  a c t ions expr es s ing l ove a nd affect i on f or one ' s 
spouse . Langne s s  ( 1 9 69 : 4 7 )  s ugge s t s  that for the Bena Bena , 
t o  the east  o f  Goroka : 

. . .  de s p i te the ethos o f  ma l e  s uper i ority and the 
absence o f  r omant ic l ove , str ong b onds of a f fe c ­
t ion c a n  devel op . . .  over the year s out o f  r e s pect  
f or one another ' s  l ab our and ski l l s ,  share d  

In 1 9 72 a n  e ducated Chimbu wi fe who h a d  j us t  s pent s ix 
month s in Chimbu s a i d  that in regar d t o  c o f fee pr oduct i on ,  t he 
women were j u s t  l ike labourer s ,  a nd did not ge t a fai r  dea l  
from the i r  husbands . She a l s o  note d  that women wer e  be ginn­
ing to c ome t ogether in gr oups  and to formul ate at t i tudes on 
a group b a s i s . In  1 9 6 1 - 62 women in Gumine c oul d not f orm a 
pre s sure group t o  inf luenc e or oppos e  men . I f  they are able 
t o  in the future , it i s  l ike ly t o  be par t of a radical change" 
in the re l a t i onsh ip be tween men and women in Chimbu s oc iety . 
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exper ienc e s , a n d  c ommon endeavour s .  Hu sband and 
wi fe c on s t i tute a team ,  and both ga in in statu s 
and pre s ti ge . 



Chapter 3 

C on j ugal s egrega t i on and s oc ia l  network s  
o f  L ondon a n d  rural Chimbu fam il ie s  

The L ondon fam i l ie s  

Bott  ( 1 9 7 1 )  de s c r ibe s the expl orat ory s tudy that she , a 
s oc ial anthropol o gi s t , t oge ther wi th two p sycho-analys t s  and 
a soc ia l  p sychol ogi s t , made of twenty L ondon famil ie s . From 
the dat a  c ol l e c te d ,  B ot t  deve l ope d the hypothe s i s  ( 1 9 7 1 : 6 0 )  
tha t ' the de gree o f  s e gr e ga t i on in the r ol e -r e l a t i on sh i p  of 
husband and wi fe var i e s  direc t ly with the c onnecte dne s s  of 
the fami l y ' s  s oc ial network ' .  By ' the c onne c t e dne s s  of the 
fam i l y ' s  s oc ial  network ' B ot t  means ' the extent to which t he 
peopl e known b y  a family know and meet one another independ­
ent l y  of the fami ly ' ( Bo t t  1 9 71 : 5 9 ) . B ot t  use s the . terms 
' c l ose-kni t ' to de s c r ibe a ne twork where a l ar ge number o f  
s oc ia l  r e l at i onsh i p s  be tween per sons i n  the fam i ly ' s  s oc ial  
ne twork exi s t e d  independent ly o f  the family i t se l f ,  and 
' l o o s e-knit ' t o  de s c r ibe a network wher e  there are few such 
independent rel at i onship s  b etween the people f orming a fami ly ' s 
s oc ial ne twork . 

The ma in empha s i s  o f  B ot t ' s  study wa s on internal family 
r e l a t i onship s ,  and in par t icular on the husband-wi fe r ol e ­
r e l at i on ship , analysed  in terms o f  the degree o f  s e gr egat ion 
or j ointne s s  in the or gani sat i on of their act ivi t ie s .  Ac t ivi­
ties  wer e  c l a s s i fied  a s  being o f  one o f  three type s ( Bo t t  1 9 71 : 
5 3 )  � 

C ompl ementary organi s a t ion - ' ac t ivitie s o f  the husband 
and wi fe [ that ]  are d i f ferent and se parate but f i t t e d  
t ogether t o  form a whol e ' .  

Independent organisat i on - ' ac t ivi tie s [ th a t ]  are 
carr ied  out separately  by hus band and wi fe , with out 
re ferenc e  t o  each other , in so far as this i s  possible '. 

J o int or gani sat ion - ' ac tivit i e s  [ that ]  are c arr i e d  
o u t  by husband a n d  wi fe t oge ther , o r  the s ame a c t ivity 
carr i e d  out by e i ther par tner at d i f ferent t ime s ' . 

3 9  
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A l l  three type s o f  a c t ivity or gani sat ion occurre d  i n  a l l  
the famil ie s  B ot t  s tudie d , b u t  their pr opor t ions varie d i n  
t he di f ferent fami l ie s . I t  wa s o n  the b a s i s  o f  the dif fer ing 
propor t i ons o f  c ompl ementary and independent act ivi t i e s  in 
relat ion to the pr opor t i on of j oint act ivi t ie s  that the c on­
j ugal r o l e - r e l a t ionship of husband and wi fe wa s de s cr ibed a s  
being s e grega te d ,  int e rme diate o r  j oint . Unfort una t e ly B o t t  
doe s n o t  s a y  what the se proport ions were . 

O the r r e searche r s  have u se d  di f ferent crit eria t o  eva luate 
the de gree o f  s e grega t i on in the c on j ugal relat i onship . l In  
my s tudy o f · urban Chimbu fami l ie s  I have a t t empte d  t o  u s e  the 
same c r i t er ia as B o t t , a l thou gh due t o  di f ferenc e s  in the ways 
o f  l i fe o f  Chimbu and L ondon fami l ie s  th i s  pre s ente d s ome 
di f ficul t ie s , par t icular l y  in c onne c t ion with quant i tat ive 
analys i s . 

On the b a s i s  o f  the de gree o f  c onne c te dne s s in the s oc ial 
networks o f  the fami l ie s  s tudied and the de gree o f  s e gregat i on 
in the husband-wi fe re l at ionship , B ot t  ( 1 9 7 1 : 6 1 - 2 )  c l a s s i fied  
the fami l i e s  int o f our type s : 

( i ) Tho s e  with a h i ghly s e grega te d  c on j uga l  role­
r e l at i onship a s s oc iated with a c l o s e- knit s oc i a l  
ne twork . 

(ii) Tho se with a j oint c onj uga l  r o l e - r e l a t i onship 
a s s oc iated with a l oo se -knit s oc i a l  network . 

(iii) Those with an intermediate degree o f  c onj ugal 
s e grega t i on a s s oc iated with a medium-knit s oc ia l  
network . 

(iv) Tran s it i ona l fami l ie s , tha t i s  famil i e s  that were 
changing from one type o f  s oc ia l  network to 
another , but had no t ful ly a dapted t o  the ir new 
s i tua t i on . 2 

Rural  Chimbu famil ie s  

The husband-wi fe r e l at i onship o f  the tra di t iona l Chimbu 
family i s  h i ghly segregated . There are very few j oint 

S ee B ar -Y o s e f  ( 1 9 70 ) , Harral l -B ond ( 1 9 69 ) , M o gey ( 1 95 6 ) , 
B l ood and Wol fe ( 1 9 6 0 ) , Turner ( 1 9 6 7 ) . 
2 Two other po s s ib l e  c omb inat i on s  o f  c on j ugal r o l e- r e l a t ionship 
and s o c ial ne twork ; i ·. e . , a h i ghly segregated  husband-wi fe re­
l at i on ship and a l oo s e -knit s oc i a l  network , or a j oint conj ugal 
re l a t i onship and a c l os e -kni t  s oc ial network , we re not found 
among the famil ie s  s tudi e d  by Bott  ( 1 9 71 : 6 2 ) . 
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a c t ivit ie s  and a high pr oport ion o f  both c omp l ementary and 
independent ac t ivi t ie s . l Thos e  j oint act ivi tie s tha t  there 
are , are usual ly performe d on the ba s i s  o f  per s onal choice , 
a s  an expr e s s ion o f  a s s i stance rather than a norm for the 
organi s at ion of a par t icul ar a c t ivi ty . Thi s  woul d probab l y  
b e  true f or s ome j oint activi t i e s  o f  the L ondon fami l ie s , but 
not f or a l l  of them . 2 

F or the purp o se o f  economic produc t i on the Chimbu famil y  
i s  a uni t in i t s  own r i ght , a lthough i t  may b e  dependent upon 
c l an or other _group member ship for acc e s s  to land . In t e rms 
of ec onomic di stribut i on and c onsumpt i on the family func t i on s  
l e s s  a s  a separate uni t  and more a s  a n  int e gral part o f  a 
l ar ge kin gr oup . In term s  o f  social  and pol it ical re lat ion­
ship s the fami l y  and the husband-wi fe r e l at i onship are to a 
very high degree encapsul ate d wi thin the husband ' s  kin group , 
whi l e  each s pous e ' s  emot i ona l t ie s  tend t o  be with the i r  re­
spec t ive natal group s . 

A fami ly ' s  s oc ia l  network c ons i s t s  o f  the husband ' s  kin 
gr oup and the wi fe ' s kin group . Each of the se kin gr oup s  i s  
very c l osely  knit  within i t s e l f ,  but the ir rel a t i on ship with 
each o ther is in mo s t  c a se s dependent upon the marriage union 
o f  one , or two , c oupl e s . 3 A s ment i oned , the husband i s  the 
active e l ement in such l inkage s ,  but the wi fe ha s an impor t ­
ant , a l though more pas s ive , r o l e  t o  play . The per f ormance o f  
s pec i f ic s oc ia l , e c onomic and s ome t ime s pol i t ica l ac t ivit ie s  
b y  both husband and wi fe i s  nece s s ary t o  maintain relat ion­
ship s between the groups . 

The kin groups o f  husbaD:d and wi fe are l inke d in a s imilar 
manne r , through a ff inal l inks , to other gr oup s . I deal l y  there 
are two marriage l inks b etween each kin group because if a 
woman i s  mar r i e d  int o one group i t  i s  expec te d tha t  in t ime 
a woman . of the rece iving group wil l marry int o the donor ' s  
group . However , i t  i s  c on s i dered unde s irab l e  t o  have a l ar ge 
number o f  a f f inal l inks be tween the same two kin group s a s  
each �in gr oup want s t o  have a f f inal t i e s , wh ich are s o c ial , 
pol i t ical  a nd ec onomic in nature , w ith a s  many out s i de groups 
a s  po s s ib l e  (Brown 1 9 64 :  1 ) . 

A wi fe has few s oc ial r e l at ionships  out s i de her own nata l 
gr oup and her husband ' s  kin gr oup . The husband , h owever , may 

See Appendix B .  
2 

For  example , j oint recreat ional act ivi tie s are not an 
expr e s s ion of mutual he l p . 
3 See pp . 25- 6 ,  3 6 . 
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h ave a c lo s e  fr iendsh ip with a n  age-mate , and a number o f  
tra ding r e l at ionships wi th men in out s i de grou p s . Thi s  type 
o f  famil y  s oc i a l  ne twork i s  s imil ar in s ome r e s pec t s  to that 
o f  the L ondon family s tu die d by B o t t  where the c onj ugal r ol e ­
r e l at i onship wa s s e gregate d a n d  the s oc i a l  network c l osely 
kni t . I n  thi s family husband and wi fe tended t o  have separate 
s oc i a l networ k s  al though s ome t ime s t he wi fe wa s fr i endly with 
the wive s of her husband ' s  fr iends . Social r e l a t i on ships  out­
s i de the kin gr oup tende d  t o  be s ex- s e grega te d ,  the wi fe hav­
ing women fr iends and the husband men fr iends . Kin re lat i on­
shi p s  were more impor t ant in thi s London fami ly than they 
wer e  in those fami l ie s  with a j oint c on j ugal r ol e - r e l a t i onship, 
par t ic ul ar l y  f or the wife . The husband wa s not s o  inv olve d 
with kin , and h i s  fr iends tende d  t o  b e  work-mat e s  who were 
a l s o  ne i ghbour s and who m i ght have s imil ar pol i t ica l  inter e s t s 
t o  h im se l f . The main dif ferenc e  b etween thi s  family ' s  s oc i a l  
network a n d  tha t o f  the rura l Chimbu i s  tha t for the l a t ter 
t he marr iage l ink does not a c t  as a l ink be tween two c lo se l y  
kni t  gr oup s of p e o p l e  al though it  doe s l ink each spou s e  t o  
t he natal family o f  the other s pouse . A l s o  there  are not s o  
many o cc a s i on s  when the L ondon fami l y  ac t s  a s  a uni t  e i ther 
wi thin the dome s t ic s pher e  or in re l at i onship s with people 
or gr oup s out s i de of th e fami ly . F or the Chimbu , where the 
wife bec ome s to a c ons i derabl e  extent a s oc ia l , pol i t ical  and 
economic member o f  her husband ' s  kin gr oup , the husband and 
wi fe fre quently func t ion as a singl e uni t  even though the ir 
ac t ivi t ie s  are perf orme d on a s e grega t e d  ba s i s . In  the dome s ­
t ic and e conomic pr oduct ion s phe r e s  the ac t iv i t ie s o f  husband 
and wife are h i ghly s e grega t e d ; in their external s oc ial  r e ­
l a t ionships  they func t i on very much a s  a j oint uni t , encap su­
lated with in the kin gr oup o f  the husband , l al though the 
a c t iv i t i e s  involve d in the s e  r e l a t ionsh ip s  are per f orme d by 
the husband and wi fe s eparately . A wife is  expe c t e d to pro­
vi de f oo d  f or her husband ' s  fr iends , age-mate s  or trading 
partner s when they v i s i t  h im ,  but she is not expec t e d  to have 
independent social  c ontact wi th the s e  fr iends or the ir wive s . 

An impor t ant b a s i s  for thi s i s  the payment o f  br idepr i c e  
by t h e  husband a n d  h i s  kinsmen . Thi s ent i t l e s  them t o  s ervic e s  
fr om t h e  woman , s·ince a husband r egar ds  h i s  wi fe a s  part o f  
hi s pr opert y . 



Chapter 4 

S oc ial  categor ie s 

S tatus  and c l a s s  in Chimbu s oc iety 

Tradit i onal Chimbu s oc ie ty wa s charac t er i s t ical l y  e ga l itar­
ian , and everyone l ived very much the same way regar dl e s s  o f  
s tatus . Status  wa s ach ieve d , n o t  a sc r ibed , a n d  a man gaine d  
s tatus accor ding t o  wha t  h e  c oul d give t o  the gr oup . Chimbu 
l e a der s were u sua l ly men wh o ha d init ial l y  e stab l i she d them­
s e lve s a s  f ight l ea der s . In  return for gi f t s o f  wive s , pigs  
or  l and they gave good l ea de r ship and made l ar ge present a t i ons 
o f  food and val uab l e s  at the var i ou s  gift - exchange s . However , 
i f  the f o l l ower s  cons i dered tha t  a l ea der wa s no l onger pr o­
vi ding good l ea de r sh ip ,  they s impl y  change d their a l l e g iance 
to another man . 

Ch imbu s t i l l tend t o  r e s pect indivi dua l s  r a ther than r o l e s , 
and in a s oc ie ty s tr ongl y  or ientat e d  t owar ds  recipr ocal  ex­
change they r e spect tho se indivi dua l s  wh o ,. in the ir eye s , c on­
t r ibute mo s t  to the good of their s ocial  gr oup . In  the pa s t , 
We s tern s oc i ety , with i t s  tradi t i on o f  a s c r ib e d  p o s i t i ons o f  
power and pres t i ge , tended t o  g ive status  t o  r o l e s  r ather 
than t o  indiv i dua l s .  H owever , with rap i d  s ocial  change and 
the deve l opment of individual i sm in the t went ieth century , a 
t rend s eems t o  have deve l oped in We s tern s oc iety t o  give 
status to achieved r ol e s , and to the indiv i dua l s who occupy 
the s e  r ol e s , as we l l  as t o  tradi t i ona l , high- s tatus , a s c r ibed 
r ol e s . I n  mo s t  s oc ie t i e s  people  who occupy high- s t atus  posi­
t i ons  are expe c t e d  t o  l ive and behave in a manner s omewhat 
di s t inct from that o f  the re s t  o f  socie ty . P e op l e  who achieve 
high status  frequent l y  try t o  emulate thi s way o f  l ife , the 
upper c l a s s  way of l i fe ,  and pre s t i ge i s  g iven t o  the way o f  
l i fe i t se l f .  The terms upper , middle an d l ower c l a s s  a r e  i n  
part terms r e l a t ing t o  s tatus within a s oc iety , b u t  they a l s o  
r efer t o  di fferent l i fe - sty l e s . They a r e  c la s s i ficat ions 
accepted by soc iety as a who l e . There seem t o  have been no 
para l l e l s to the s e  social  c l a s s e s  in the h i gh l ands o f  Papua 
New Guinea . 
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In P or t  Mor e sby expat r ia t e s  and mo s t  wel l -e duca t e d  Papua 
New Guineans acc or d  high .s tatus to e duca te d ,  We s t ern- or ientated 
Chimbu , and l ow s t atus t o  uneducate d , l ow- inc ome - l eve l Chimbu 
who l ive a mor e tradit i onal way o f  l ife . They c l a s si fy them 
on the ba s i s  o f  s oc i o-economic l eve l and l ife- s tyl e , l in much 
the s ame way tha t  s ocial s tatus i s  viewe d  in We s t ern s oc ie ty . 
In c ontr a s t , the Chimbu themselve s ,  whether l iving in t own or 
in Chimbu , except ing perhap s  the most  high l y  e duc a t e d ,  do not 
give s tatus  in terms of e ducat i on or occupa t i on but in term s  
o f  what p e ople are doing f or their s oc ial gr oup . Inc ome l eve l , 
of i t sel f ,  doe s not earn pre s t i ge but gener o s ity , with gi f t s  
o f  money , f oo d  or other val uab l e s , doe s . 

The average uneducated  Chimbu in Port Moresby feel s sus­
p i c ious o f  we l l - e ducated  Chimbu , except for those t o  whom he  
is  c l o s e ly related  and knows we l l .  The ir way of  l i fe i s  very 
di f ferent t o  h i s own , and they have many c ontac t s  with non­
Chimbu , inc l uding expatriat e s . They do not p l ay an act ive 
part in his l i fe and he feel s they do not under s t and h im and 
h i s  prob l ems . He does not nece s sar i l y  give re spect  and h i gh 
s tatus t o  the s e  people s imply because they are e ducated or 
have mor e money than he ha s . He give s s tatus t o  peop l e  he 
knows , peop l e  he i s  in d irect  c ontact  with , an d whom he be­
l ieve s are he l ping or trying t o  help him wi th hi s needs  an d 
pr ob l em s , peop l e  who under s tand h im .  

P o l i t ic ian s , pr ovided they c ommunicate wi th and l i s ten t o  
the peopl e , a r e  l ikel y  t o  be g iven hi gh s tatus whatever the ir 
e duc a t ion . Thi s  i s  because Chimbu see the pol i t i c ians ' work 
as be ing to hel p  them to obt a in the things which they wan t . 
A s chool - teac her might c oncentra te a l l  h i s  e f f or t s  on t each­
ing in the c l a s sroom ,  and be an exc el l ent teacher , but if he 
spends h i s  free t ime with other teacher s or in s tu dy ing it i s  
unl ikel y  that h e  wil l  b e  given a h i gh s tatus i n  the c ommuni ty 
becau se the people cannot s ee wha t  he i s  doing for them . In 
c ontr a s t , a husband in my s ample , who had had no ·  f ormal e du­
cat ion , spoke no Engl i sh and wa s not a Chr i s t i a� ,  was h i ghly 
r e spec t e d  a s  a ' fa ther ' and  l e a der by many Chimbu in P or t  
More sby . Thi s wa s because h e  went among them ; par ticularly 
the men from hi s sub - di s tric t ,  talking wi th them , l i s t ening 
to the ir pr ob l ems and giving advice , as we l l  as social i s ing 
wi th them . He wa s generou s  in giving money and acc ommoda t ion 
t o  his r e l a t ive s , al though he had a l ar ge fami ly to s uppor t 
on a l ow wage . Many kinsmen l ive d in h i s  hou s e , mos t  o f  them 

E ducat i on l evel i s  often but not alway s an impor tant fac t or 
related t o  the s oc i o-economic status  o f  Papua New Guineans . 
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c ontr ibut ing l i t t l e  or nothing t owar d s  the c os t  o f  f ood , rent 
or power . l Occ a s i onally he or gani s e d  tradi t i onal act ivit ie_s 
among the peop l e  of h i s  s ocial  group . He wa s a ha-r d ,  r el iabl e  
worker and got o n  wel l  with expatriate s becaus e  of the se 
trai t s ,  and bec au s e  o f  his pleas ing pers onal i ty . He c oul d 
speak f or h i s  group or for individua l s when they nee ded t o  
dea l  wi th e xpatriate s .  

The three s oc ial  categor i e s  u s e d  in th i s  analys i s  o f  urban 
Chimbu fami l ie s  are based  on expatriate rather than Chimbu 
c oncept s .  I u s e  them a s  a t e chni que f or analys ing re sul t s  
and c ompar ing f indings i n  d i f ferent type s o f  family , and a s  a 
means o f  s impl i ficat i on and c ompar i s on .  In c ontra- di s t inct i on 
t o  B o t t  ( 1 9 7 1 : 6 2 )  who gr ouped her fam il ie s  only a f ter she had 
a s se s se d  her r e s u l t s ,  because she wa s not inter e s t e d  in try­
ing to inc lude a l l  s trata of s oc ie ty in her s ample ,  I gr oupe d 
my fami l ie s  a s  I was gather ing my s amp l e . 

The categor ie s seem s imi l ar t o  s oc ia l  c l a s s e s  in s ome re s ­
pec t s , a s  they are b a s e d  large ly upon the l i fe - s tyl e o f  the 
famil i e s , but they b ear l it t l e  re l at ionship to s oc ia l  s tatus  
within the Chimbu c ommuni ty in P or t  M ore sby . They are not  
s oc ia l  c l a s s i ficat ions which the Chimbu themse lve s woul d re­
cogni s e . They are based on a s ub j ec t ive interpr etat i on of 
l i fe - s t yl e  and for thi s  rea s on I ca l l  them s oc i a l  c a t e gor i e s  
rather tha n  s oc ial  c l a s se s . 

A fter a pre l im inary sub j ec t ive analy s i s  o f  l i fe - s tyl e s  I 
c l a s s i f i e d  the fami l ie s  a s  fal l ing into one o f  three cate­
gor i e s : uns oph i s t icated ( ca t e gory I ) , semi - s oph i s t icate d  
( category I I ) , and soph i s t icated ( category I I I ) . Categor i e s  
I a n d  I I  were much more s imilar i n  their l i fe - s t yl e s  and 
a t t i tude s than wer e  cate gor ies  II and I I I . 

Method o f  categor i sa t i on 

An a t t empt wa s made t o  c or r e l at e  my s ub j ec t ive a s s e s sment 
wi th s ome ob j ec t ive cri ter ia whi ch it wa s c on s i dered might 
a f fe c t  the fami l i e s ' pat terns of l iving and which are usua l l y  
a s s oc ia t e d  with s oc ia l  c l a s s  i n  We s t ern s oc iety . W i th the 
excepti on of s oc ia l  cate gory I I I  fami l ie s ,  I d i d  not f ind 
c l o s e  c orre l a t ions wi th the fact or s  c on s i dere d . The two 
fact or s  whi ch gave the c l o s e s t  a greement were e ducat i onal 

Brown ( 1 9 72 : 4 1 ,  9 3 )  c omment s tha t in the Chimbu a power ful 
man usua l ly ha s a gr oup of dependant s  who form par t o f  the 
men ' s hous e  group . The s e  men pr ov i de s ervi c e s  for the ir 
l ea der in return f or pa s t  he l p . 
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l eve l 1 o f  the wi fe a n d  the c omb ined e ducat ional leve l s o f  
husban d a n d  wife . Neither income nor l ength of s-tay in P ort 
Mor e sby o f  husband or wi fe agree d we l l  with type of l i fe- s tyle . 
However , where husband and wi fe both had compara t ively high 
l evel s o f  e ducat i on , tha fami l ie s  were a l l  in cate gory I I I . 
A h i gh e duc a t ion l evel enab l e d e i ther husband or wi fe t o  earn 
c omparat ive l y  high s a l ar i e s , which in turn enabl e d  them t o  
l ive i n  a mor e  s ophi s t icate d s tyle than otherwi se . B u t  in­
come of i t sel f did no t put peop l e  into . cate gory I I I  f or there 
wer e  fami l i e s  with higher inc ome s than a l l  or some o f  the 
category I I I  fami l ie s  in b oth categor ie s  I and II ( see Table 
4 . 1 ) . 

Another factor which may have infl uence d the l i fe - s tyle o f  
t h e  fami l ie s  wa s their r e l at i onship wi th kin , par t icula r ly 
with kin l iving in Port M ore sby . Thi s r e l at i onship woul d ,  in 
tur n , be a f fe c t e d  to s ome extent by the coupl e ' s  e ducat i on 
and income . 

Chimbu l iv ing in P or t  M ore sby may b e  dependent upon kin 
for f inanc ial  rea s ons , emot i onal rea s ons , inc l uding a fee l ing 
o f  duty t owards  them , or for phy s i c a l  pro te c t i on . In a l l  
the se dependency relat i onships there i s  a n  under s t ood rec,i pr o­
cal obl iga t i on to give , when one ha s s omething to give , to 
thos e  who are in nee d . 2 Thi s  reciprocity is reinforced by 
tra di t i onal fac t or s , such as fear of witchcra f t  again s t  a 
per s on who doe s not ful fi l  hi s tra di t iona l kinship obl igat i ons,  
and the fac t tha t  when Chimbu go home , as mo s t  intend to do , 

I r e fer t o  seculaF e duca t i on only . In the p a s t  s ome missions 
trained vi l l age people in Bible  s tudie s ,  and r ea ding and wr i t ­
ing i n  vernacul ar s . The s e  people were expect e d  t o  give s imp l e  
Chr i s t ian l ea der ship and ins t ruc t i on t o  other s i n  the ir v i l ­
l age s . They wer e  not trained f or paid empl oyment a n d  only 
change d the ir way o f  l i fe in regar d to pra c t i ce s  c on s i dere d  
inc ompa t ib l e  with Chr i s t ianity . Three husbands i n  the s ampl e 
had r ec e ived thi s type o f  e ducat i on , but i t  di d not not ice­
abl y  a f fect  thei r  h ome l i fe in P or t  More sby . In fac t , 
�el i gi on di d not seem t o  be a fac t or in determining Chimbu 
family rel at i on sh ip s , apart from i ts e f  feet upon polygyny . 

2 Chimbu in unski l le d  empl oyment , l ike many other Papua New 
Guinean s , fre quently l os e  the ir j ob s , u s ua l ly for r ea s ons  tha t 
they do not ful ly under stan d . There i s  no s ti gma a t t ache d t o  
be ing di smi s se d , .  bt:rt i t  may b e  s ome ·t ime be fore a man c a n  f in d  
another j ob .  Dur ing thi s t ime h e  re l ie s  o n  h i s  kinsmen and 
c l ansmen for s upport but in a few weeks or month s , when he 
has f ound a j ob ,  he may be s uppor ting s ome o f  them . 
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they may nee d  he l p  from kin ther e . M o s t  Ch imbu a l s o  c ons i der 
it to be Chr i s t i an t o  he l p  fe l l ow Chimbu . 

The number o f  kin l iving in P ort More sby wil l  affect  the 
degree o f  inf l uence tha t kin may have on the l i fe o f  the 
fam i l ie s . Seve r a l  husbands and/ or wive s regular l y  sent home 
money t o  paren t s  or br others  in Chimbu , but it i s  thos e  kin 
l iving in P or t  More sby f or l ong per iods  of t ime , who have the 
greate s t  e ffect . S ome pe opl e l ive with other s without c on­
tr ibuting financ ia l ly to hou sehol d  expense s a nd have an 
' unsoph i s t icat ing ' e ffect  upon the fam ily . C l o se r e l a t i on­
shi p s  wi th kin f orm a f orce that pul l s  aga in s t  s oc ial  change 
and tends t o  pr e serve tradit ional c u s t oms . 

Tab l e  4 . 1  s e t s out the fami l ie s  in s oc i al categor i e s , a s  
sub j ec t ivel y  a s se s s e d  according t o  the ir l i fe - s ty l e , again s t  
the e duca t ion o f  the wi fe , the c omb ine d e duca ti onal l eve l s  o f  
husband and wi fe , and the t otal family  income . I n  only two 
fami l ie s , P and R ,  wa s anyone other than the husband or wi fe 
c ontr ibut ing more than a dol lar  a week to househo l d  f inanc e s . 
Tab l e  4 . 1  doe s not inc lu de inf orma t ion r e l at ing t o  kin t ie s , 
due t o  t he di f f iculty  o f  pre sent ing qua l itat ive informat ion 
in t abula r  f orm and quanti t a t ive informa t i on a l one woul d be 
mi s le a di ng in the c ontext o f  the tab l e . 

Category I c ontains 1 3  o f  the 2 0  fami l ie s , in only 4 of 
wh ich had e i ther hus band or wi fe rece ive d any f orma l e ducation . 1 

Category I I  i s  a he terogene ous c ol l e c t i on o f  fami l ie s  that 
wer e  trans it ional or intermed iary in their way of l iving . 
Onl y  famil y  N wa s interme d iary in i t s  e duca t i onal l eve l , but 
inc ome l eve l s  wer e  in the middl e range . I t  wa s ,  however , 
di f f icul t t o  e s t imate the inc ome o f  t he se fami l ie s  due t o  
f ortnigh t l y  var iat ions i n  overt ime pay . The ir l i fe - s ty l e  was 
more s imi l ar t o  that o f  category I fam i l i e s  than tha t o f  
category I I I , and they c oul d j u s t i f iably b e  c on s i der e d  a s ub ­
s e c t i on o f  category I .  

Category I I I  contains only three fami l ie s , in a l l  o f  which 
the husband ha d receive d a sec ondary e duca t i on . The wive s 
had a l l  r ec e ive d a ful l pr imary e duca t i on ,  and two had had 
sec ondary and s ome terti ary trainin g . A l l t he husbands and 

I f  fami l y  G had b een abl e  to f ind bet t er a c c ommoda t i on they 
migh t  have f it te d  into category I I , al though the husband fe l t  
very s t r ongly that de s p i te hi s l ow inc ome i t  wa s h i s  Chr i s t ian 
duty to care for the young , s ingle men in P or t  M ore sby from 
h i s  vi l la ge area . Thi s resul t e d  in an uns oph i s t icated  type 
of l iving f or the fami ly . 
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Tab l e  4 . 1  

S oc ia l  category , s ecular e duca t i on and income 
l evel s  of twenty Chimbu fami l ie s  in Port Mor esby 

C ombine d 
e ducat ion h ou s ehol d  

Social  E ducat i on o f  F ami l y  wi fe ( year s )  o f  husband inc ome per cate gory and wi fe fortnight 

A I 0 0 34 
B I 0 0 3 8;'.-
c I 0 0 2 0  
D I 0 0 1 0  + over t ime''d.-
E I 0 0 25 
F I 0 3 6 0;';" + ove r t ime'b"° 
G I 3 3 - -1�·k1'( 

H I 0 0 2 0  
I I 0 0 1 4  
J I 0 0 5 3'1\" 
K I 0 3 2 00'1\"* 
L I 0 0 
M I 0 9 
N I I  1 5 2 5  + overtime;'d" 
0 I I  0 0 40 
p I I  0 0 40�, + overt ime'1d" 
Q I I  0 3 + overt ime"'d" 
R I I I  6 1 5  + 
s I I I  9# 1 9  it- 4 8';\1/ 
T I I I  71/: 1 3  + 9 0  

·k I nc l udes inc ome earned by wi fe . 
·k-Jc Var i e s  each fortnight . 
•k"'k";'( Inc ome t oo irregular to a s s e s s . 

� Inc l ude s income ear ned by other memb e r s  o f  t h e  hous ehol d .  
# P lu s  tert iary e duc a t ion a ft e r  one or more year s o f  h i gh 

s chool . 

two o f  the wive s had been t o  b oar ding school . The inc ome 
l eve l s o f  the s e  fam il ie s  were c ompar a t ivel y  h igh ,  but were 
not the h ighe s t  of a l l  the famil ie s . There were only three 
soph i s t i ca t e d  famil ie s  in the s ampl e  because there were very 
few such Chimbu fam il ie s  at the t ime o f  my s tudy . I found 
only f ive in P or t  Mor esby ; in one of the s e  there were mar ital  
pr obl em s  and  the wi fe and  chi l dr en went back t o  Chimbu to  l ive 
dur ing my survey . I omit t e d  the other fami ly in order t o  

maintain the anonymity o f  the cate gory I I I  fami l ie s , and be-



c ause I had not inc l ude d a l l  po s s ib l e  famil ie s  in the l e s s  
s oph i st icate d c l a s s i fications . 

49  

Tab l e  4 . 1  doe s not indicate a s tr ong a greement between 
l i fe- s tyl e , e ducat ion and inc OD?-e , except  pos s ib l y  in category 
I II , where there wa s an overa l l  r e la t ionship be tween l i fe­
s tyle and e ducat ion . Th i s  r e l a t ionship wa s mod i f i e d  by re­
l a t ionships  wi th kin and by income l evel s ,  which in themselve s  
might b e  a f fe c t e d  b y  e duca t i on . I f  a man d i d  not h ave a suf­
fic ient l y  lar ge income his fami l y  woul d not be abl e  t o  l ive 
in the manner charac ter i s t ic of fami l ie s  in category I I I . I f  
a family had h i gh income but no t an adequat e  l evel o f  e duca­
t i on ,  it wou l d  not have the c oncept s to mot ivat e  it  to l ive 
in the s tyle of category III  fami l i e s . 

Rel i gion 

Rel igi on wa s not f ound to b e  a s igni f i can t fac t or in de­
termining the l i fe - s tyl e s  o f  the fami l ie s . Ther e  were pagan s , 
Catho l i c s  and Lutherans in s oc i a l  cat egor ies  I and I I  inc l ud­
ing s ome ac t ive c hur ch membe r s  and s ome who had given up prac­
t i s ing Chr i s t ianity . In s oc ia l  cate gory I I I  there wa s one 
d i s intere s t e d  Catho l ic , the r e s t  of the spouse s b eing Luth­
erans . 

Geographica l mob i l i ty 

The fami l ie s  s tudied were al l ge ograph i ca l l y  mob i l e  in the 
sense that t hey were not l iving in the Chimbu , where the hus ­
band a n d  wive s wer e  b orn , l ive d an d were s o c i a l i se d . l S ome 
o f  the c oup l e s  mar r i e d  and l ive d a s  famil ie s  in the Chimbu , 
o ther s had l ive d a s  a fami l y  only ln P or t  M ore sby . B ot t  ( 1 9 71 : 
1 06 - 8 )  c on s i de r s  tha t when fami l ie s  move away from the neigh­
bourhood where the husband and wi fe have been l iving f or a l l  
o r  mo s t  o f  their l ive s , the ir s oc ia l  network wi l l  become l e s s  
t ight l y  kni t , e spec ia l l y  i f  pr evi ou s ly the fami ly had a c l o se­
kni t  s oc ia l  network . Thi s  s itua t i on may be modi f ie d  for the 
Chimbu fami l i e s  because so many o f  the ir kinfolk had a l s o  
c ome t o  l ive i n  P ort M ore sby . I t  wa s a lmost  a s  i f  a par t  o f  
a c l o s e l y  kni t  ne i ghbourhood ha d move d , rather than a n  indiv­
idua 1 fam i l y . 

The social  cate gory I and I I  fami l i e s  were mob i l e  within 
P or t  M or es by and many o f  them al s o  l eft  the c i ty . Dur ing the 
s tudy , 4 of the 1 7  fami l ie s  in the se categor ies  change d the ir 
r e s i dence . B etween l ate 1 9 7 1 and Augu s t  1 9 7 3 , 8 o f  the s e  

Two exce pt ion s  have been note d ( see p . 7 ) .  On the s oc i a l i ­
s a t i on of s ome category I I I  s pous e s ,  s e e  p . 8 0 .  
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fami l ie s  had moved the ir r e s i dence wi thin the c ity and 4 had 
l ef t  P or t  More sby ; one o ther fami ly had moved within P or t  
More sby befor e  f ina l ly l eaving the c ity . Many o f  their nei gh­
bours and kin were e qua l l y  mob i l e . The s oc ia l  category I I I  
famil ie s  di d n o t  move dur ing the s tudy , b u t  two famil ie s  had 
s ince l e ft P or t  More sby . 



Chapter 5 

S oc ia l  category I fami l ie s  

Intr oduct ion 

The att itude s and pract ices  of the un soph i s t i cated fami l ie s  
wer e pr obab l y  the c l o s e s t  t o  t r ad it ional Chimbu at t itud e s  and 
behavi our . Mo s t fami l i e s  i n  my s amp l e  fe l l  into th i s  cat egory , 
a s  would the maj or ity o f  Chimbu fami l ie s  l iving i n  Port Moresby 
at the t ime o f  wr it ing ( 1 9 73 ) . Mo st hu sband s and wive s had no 
forma l educat ion al though a few had had some s imp l e  mi s s ion 
t r a ining . 1 

S ix o f  the thir teen fami l ie s  l ived in shanty t own s in 
hou se s that they or the ir r e l a t ive s had bu i l t  from piece s o f  
s cr ap wood and s cr ap- me t a l  she e t ing . There wa s no p iped wat er , 
no drainage and no e l ectric ity . Mo st  home s had no furniture 
apar t fr om a home- made wooden bed- cum- bench a nd a wooden b ox 
with a pad l ock for valued p o s se s s ions . C ooking was d one out­
s ide , over an open fire . Mos t  fami l ie s  l ived in one room ,  
whi ch they o ften had t o  share wi th the ir kinsmen , and much o f  
the everyday l iving was car r ie d  o n  out s ide , s i t t ing o n  mat s ,  
the b are gr ound , or in a doorway . 

Two o f  the fami l ie s  formed p ar t  o f  a compound hou s ehol d  
with another marr ied coup l e  and a number o f  s ingl e  men o r  boys . 
S ome t ime s a l l  the s ingl e  boys s l ept in one or other o f  the two 
very sma l l  rooms meant for them . At other t ime s there were 
t oo many of them and one or two s le pt in the same room as 
the ir marr ied kinsman and hi s fami ly . Dur ing my s tudy onl y 
one hu sband in my s amp l e  o f  fami l ie s  l iving i n  a shanty set t l e­
ment wa s unemp l oyed , but several s ing le men who l ived with 
them had been without work for months , and were fed by tho se 
who d id have wor k .  

D ome s t i c  l i fe 

Only one me a l  was eaten daily , u sual l y  bo i l ed r ice with 
t inned me at or t inned fi sh . Three wive s had j ob s , but for the 

See p . 4 6 , fn . l . 
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P l at e  6 .  Hou se s  in a shanty s e t t l ement . On the l e ft i s  a 
sma l l , fam ily- type house and on the r ight i s  a l ong dormi­
t ory for s ingle men . 

P l at e  7 .  A l ow-c ovenant hous e . Such house s are fre quent l y  
inhabi t e d  by about f i fteen peop l e . 
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o ther s , after  sweeping out the house , wh ich t ook about f ive 
minute s each day , and wa shing a few cot t on c l othe s ·, which 
t ook about ha l f  an hour a day , ther e wa s very l it t l e  for them 
t o  do . A s  the need arose , and i f  they ha d any money , they 
wa lke d to the neare s t  tra de s t ore t o  buy rice  or a t in of f i sh 
or meat , or a packet o f  tea or s ugar . Gamb l ing wa s  popular , 
and i f  a woman d i d  not have money her se l f ,  she wh i l e d  away 
the hour s wat ching other s  p l ay . 

Mos t  o f  the husbands d i d  manua l work and were t ire d when 
they came home . They sat ar ound f or hal f  an hour , ate , and 
when i t  became dark they went to s l ee p . At  the weekends ,  i f  
i t  was ' pay ' f ortni ght , they s p ent mo s t  o f  the t ime , day and 
nigh t , drinking or gambl ing ; on the a l ter nat e weekend they 
usua l ly l ooked f or kinsmen or o ther Chimbu wi th money t o  buy 
them dr inks , or watche d gamb l ing . S ome t ime s kinsmen vi s it e d  
them . S ome went to  church on S undays , but  other s ha d no 
money f or the bus fare and found it  t oo hot  t o  walk in the 
sun , e s pe c ia l ly if they ha d young chil dren . 

Thi s  l ife - sty l e  wa s s imilar for al l c ategory I fami l ie s , 
whe ther l iv ing in shanty s e t t l ement s ,  in a l ow- c o s t  s e l f -he l p  
hou s ing s e t t l ement , in  a l ow-c o s t  hous ing suburb o r  i n  an 
insti tut i onal hou se . However , in the l a t ter the ins t i t ut ion 
usua l ly had re gulat ions prohib i t ing anyone but the ir empl oyee ' s  
imme diate family l iv ing with h im ,  and permi s si on had t o  be  
gained in a dvanc e f or an overni ght gue s t . The three fami l i e s  
l iving i n  a l ow- c o s t  se l f -he l p  hous i ng s e t t l ement forme d a 
c ompound hou s eho l d ,  they and four young s ingle men l iving in 
one -and-a-ha l f  rooms of a three-room house . The other one­
and-a-hal f  rooms wer e  occup ie d  by two fam i l i e s  and a s ingl e  
teenage b oy fr om the E a s tern H i ghlands . 

Chimbu women d i d  not l ike be ing l ef t  by themse lve s in P or t  
More sby , a l though in Chimbu they l �ve in hou s e s  o n  the i r  own 
wi th the ir chi l dr en . B ore dom was one r ea s on ;  another wa s that 
they fe l t  very nervou s with s o  many s trange r s  around them . 
They s a i d  there wer e  many mur der s  in the c i ty . One woman went 
t o  her husband ' s  work-p l ace and wa i t e d  under a tree a l l day 
wi th the ir two-year- o l d  chi l d . Another had her husband ' s  
unempl oye d kinsmen t o  kee p  her c ompany a t  home , and tho s e  
l iv ing in c ompound h ou s ehol ds  h a d  t h e  oth er women o f  the house­
hold with them . 

Wive s in the c ompound hou sehol d s  u sua l ly c ooke d a t  the s ame 
t ime , but each b ought ( i f  she had the money ) her own food and 
prov i de d  s ome f or each mea l . S ome t ime s each woman c o oke d in 
an indivi dual  s aucepan , s omet ime s the food wa s c ooked in the 
one s aucepan ; e i ther way the f oo d  wa s d i shed up t ogether and 
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P late 8 .  C ar d- p l aying i s  a n  impor tant recreation i n  
shanty set t l ement s . 

shared be tween the fami l ie s  and any s ingl e men and b oys pr e s ­
ent . Thi s  wa s s imilar t o  the system i n  the Chimbu where each 
day a wi fe c o l l ec t s  and c ooks her own sweet potat oe s and 
green leave s and then share s them with a l l  who are pre sent 
at the t ime . I f  her husband i s  not at her house she sends 
s ome cooke d f ood t o - the men ' s house for h im ,  where he wi l l  
shar e i t  wi th h i s  kinsmen . On one occ a s ion I saw a woman in 
P ort More sby parce l l ing up cooked food to send t o  an un­
marr ied kinsman in the c ity . She t o l d  me that she d i d  thi s 
regul ar ly . 

In P or t  Moresby , a s  in Ch imbu , food wa s given t o  the s ingl e 
men regar dl e s s  o f  whether they ha d made any direc t c ont r i ­
b ut i on , f inanc ial  o r  otherwi se , t o  the h ouseho l d .  Mo s t  fami l ­
ie s i n  s oc i a l  category I appeared t o  accept thi s  wi thout com­
p l a int . One wife did t e l l me tha t  her husband s ome t imes be ­
came angry wi th those who were working but never contr ibut e d  
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t o  the fami l y  budge t , b u t  they c ont inued t o  fee d  them ' because 
my husband i s  a Chr i s t ian man and says he wou l d be a shamed if 
men from hi s place went ar ound s teal ing and ge t t ing into 
troub l e � '  Thi s  s eems t o  b e  a new r a t i ona l i sat i on o f  the tra­
d it i onal prac t ice o f  s ingl e men b eing given food a-s- they vi s i t  
fr om house t o  hous e , rather than be ing the prac t ice of a 
Chr i s t i an e thic . One wi fe , who worke d a s  a dome s-tic s ervant 
dur ing the day , c ooke d every evening f or her s e l f ,  her husband , 
h er husband ' s  ch i l d  by his f i r s t  wi fe , and f our t e e n  kinsmen o f  
her husband who l ived in a home-ma de dormit ory near h e r  house . 
Tradi ti ona l be l ie f s  re inforce th i s pract ice of feeding kinsmen 
becaus e , i t  i s  thought , t o  o f fend a re l a t ive wi l l  br ing s i ck­
ne s s  or dea th t o  one se l f or t o  a c l o se member of one ' s family 
as  a result of witchcraft . 

C oupl e M l ive d in a sma l l  H ou s ing C ommi s s ion hou s e  in a 
l ow- c o s t hous ing s uburb . Un l ike the other category I fami l ie s , 
the husband attended high s chool for three year s and ha d a 
good j ob and r e l a t ive ly high income . The hou s e  wa s a l ways 
ful l  o f  people who pre ferred s i tt ing on the fl oor to u s ing 
the t wo cha i r s  in the hous e . S ome o f  the s e  pe o p l e  l ive d per­
manent l y  a t  th e hous e , o the r s  came t o  talk  t o  the husband or 
wi fe . Whether thi s s ituat ion ar o se from the fact that the 
wi fe was not e ducate d , from the per s ona l i t ie s  of t he husband 
or wife , or because the husband ha d pol i t ical  a sp irat i on s  and 
did not want t o  o f f end h i s  potent ial e l ec t orate ,  I find im­
po s s ih>le t o  s ay . The wi fe r a ther than the husband was not 
sat i sfied wi th the ir li fe - s t y l e  and woul d have like d s ome 
people to move out of  the hou se , her husband ' s  kinsmen rather 
than her own . 

Three fami l ie s  l ive d ,  when I be gan my s tu dy , in the gr ounds  
of inst itut ion s  where e ither the husband or wi fe worked .  One 
fami ly move d t o  a sma l l  thre e -be dro ome d house in the same 
suburb as fami ly M dur ing my r e sear ch . These famil ie s  l ived 
very much the same way a s  the other famil ie s  except that in 
the ins t itut i onal hou s e s  they wer e  not a l l owe d t o  have r e ­
l a t ive s l iving with them . When family A was f ir s t  a ll oc a t e d 
a H ou s ing C ommis s ion h o u s e they p l an t e d  out a vegetab l e  gar ­
den , c o l l e c t e d  a few piece s of furniture , an d the chi l dren 
decorate d ' their ' be dr ooms with pic tur e s  that they br ought 
home from s chool . In fac t , the b e dr o oms wer e  never the irs 
because many relat ives ha d move d int o the house even b e f ore 
the family i t se l f  move d in . 

Chi l dre n 

Rel at ionsh i p s  with the i r  ch i l dr e n  r e f l ec te d  one o f  the mos t  
s tr iking di f ferenc e s  betwe en the fam i l ie s  i n  categor ie s  I and 
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P l at e  9 .  Part of a c ompound hou s eh o l d  i n  a shanty 
s e t t l ement . 

P l at e  1 0 . W ive s c oming t o  P or t  More sby find t hey mus t  
a dapt t o  new f orms o f  dome s t i c  l i fe . 
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I I  and thos e  in category I I I . Paren t s  in category I a ppar ent � 
l y  s aw thei r  parental dut ie s a s  s imp�y feeding and c l othing 
the ir chi l dren and providing s ome phy s ical protect ion . In 
t own they mo s t ly empl oyed the tradit iona l  a ppr oach t o  b r ing­
ing up ch il dr en , f or they knew no other way . S ome wive s took 
the ir bab ie s  t o  infant we l fare c l inic s  regular ly ,  other s  only 
when they were s ick . Parent s l e f t  many dec i s ions f or the 
ch i l dren to make themse lve s .  Thi s  wa s par t i cularly the case  
in s itua t i ons for  which there wa s no tra ditional prece dent . 
F or exampl e ,  i f  a chi l d  wer e s ick but di d not want t o  go  t o  
the hosp i tal , the mother gave i n  and di d not take the chi l d  
t o  hospita l ; a l it t l e  girl d i d  not l ike having a s hower s o  
she never had one , a l though the parent s thought that she 
shou l d  have shower s . 

Parent s made l i t t l e  e f f or t  t o  tra in the i r  chi l dren1 or t o  
take any part in the ir l ive s . Tra d i t i ona l ly , chi l dren are 
e ducat e d  thr ough par t i c ipa t i on in ac t iv i t i e s  with a du l t s . 
Parent s in Por t  Mor esby c ont i nue d in thi s pattern , the d i f fer ­
ence be ing that in P or t  Mor e sby there wa s l i t t l e  in whi ch the 
chi l dren c ou l d  par t ic ipate with adul t s . Father s s a t  and play­
e d  with the ir infant chi l dren , but once they could wal k  and 
run about , parent s s eemed to tak e ver y  l i tt l e  per s onal inter­
e s t  in them . Par t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  the i r  change d pat t ern o f  
l i fe in t own , b o y s  c ou l d  n o t  go t o  work with the ir fathe r s  or 
t ake part in the ir day - t o - day act ivitie s ;  mother s had very 
l i tt l e work to do and l it t le to t each the i r  daughter s . 2 

S ome parent s were ver y  keen that the i r  chi l dren go t o  
s chool b u t  other s e i ther were indi f ferent and h a d  l i t t l e  am­
b it ion f or the ir chi l dren , or they l ooked at the future in 
term s  of the p a s t . S ome chi l dren a t t ende d  s chool and l earnt 
many things about which parent s knew nothing , but parent s d i d  
n o t  appear t o  envi sage any great change in their relat i onships 
wi th the ir chi l dr en as a result o f  e duc a t i on . Parent s expec­
t e d  that chi l dren who had been t o  s chool woul d wi sh t o  rema in 

See p .6 4 , fn . 2 for the c a s e  of one man who did a t t empt to 
d i s c ipl ine h i s teenage s on and f ound that h i s  wi fe and h er 
r el a t ive s oppo s e d  the i dea . A fter thi s inc i den t a younger 
chi l d  r an away , in c a s e  h i s  father hit him ,  and the b oy c on­
c erne d r e fu s e d  to return home . 
2 S ome o f  the new f orms o f  recrea t i on ava i l ab l e  in the c i ty 
might have provi ded an opportunity f or j oint parent- ch i l d  
a c t iv i t i e s  but e ither the paren t s  were not inter e s t e d  i n  such 
ac t ivi t ie s  or transport a t i on of the who l e  fami l y  t o  the venue 
of the s e  act ivit ie s  wa s too great a prob l em . 
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i n  the t own and l ive a d i fferent l i fe t o  that o f  people in 
Chimbu or that o f  their parent s .  However , apar t from think­
ing that their chi l dren woul d  b e  economical l y  bet t er off than 
they them s e lve s ,  parent s di d not have any i de a s  about h ow 
their chil dren ' s  l ive s wou l d  di ffer fr om their own ; they l e f t  
i t  t o  the s ch ool t o  prepare their chi l dren f o r  the new way o f  
l ife . 

When they had money famil ie s  provi de d t heir chi l dren with 
food ; i f  they d i d  not have any money t he chi l dr en e ither went 
without , whi ch wa s c ons i dere d bad ,  or the paren t s  depende d 
upon r e l a t ive s t o  feed them or give them money , which wa s not 
c on s i dered bad . Many wive s who were not working had l it t l e  
s a y  in whe ther there wou l d  b e  money t o  buy f oo d . They had 
l it t le or no c ontr ol  over the ir husband ' s  gamb l ing and dr ink­
ing hab i t s , nor over the arriva l  o f  v i s i t or s  who m i ght have 
t o  be fed ,  thereby u s ing up a f or tnight ' s  food a l l owance in 
one or two day s . 

In  category I famil ie s  a re spons ibl e  husband wa s expec t e d  
t o  g ive h i s  wi fe two o r  more dol l ar s  ( two dol l ar s  buy s  very 
l it t le in Por t  M or e s by ) a fortnight as f oo d  money . F ew wive s 
c omp l aine d  ab out the share o f  the ir husbands ' inc ome tha t they 
were given for food , but c omp l ained only tha t their husbands ' 
pay wa s l ow .  A number o f  husbands and wive s thought i t  wa s 
a l r i ght f or men t o  gamb l e  but not women :  i f  women gambl ed 
there woul d b e  no money f or food . M o s t  of the category I hus ­
bands gave the i r  wive s money f or food but di d not give them 
a p er s onal a l l owanc e . l 

F ormal ext erna l relat i onships  

About hal f  o f  the husbands and  many o f  the wive s had no 
s oc ia l  r e l a t i on sh ip s  with peopl e other than Chimb u ; many wive s 
had no s ocial  rel a t i onsh i p s  beyond their own or their husband ' s  
kin . One shanty s e t t l ement c ons i s t e d  o f  c lu s t er s  o f  thr ee or 
f our house s or dormit or ie s  of peop l e  fr om d i f ferent par t s  o f  
Ch imbu , b u t  t h e  people from the d i f ferent a r e a s  had almo s t  no 
c onta c t  with one another . One woman fr om near Kundiawa t ol d  
me tha t she wa s l onel y  f or the c ompany o f  other women , yet 
she did not talk t o  the four S inas ina women who l ive d barely 
f i f ty yar ds  away fr om h er hou se . Even i f  they c oul d no t have 
under s t o o d  each o ther ' s  dia l e c t s ,  wh ich was unl ike l y , they 
c oul d have spoken t o  each other in P i dgin . 

S imil ar l y  in category I I  fami l i e s . Tho s e  in category I I I  
e i ther gave their wive s per s onal , f oo d  a n d  chi l d a l l owance s  
o r  the wife wa s earning for her s e l f .  



Two wive s r egul ar l y  t ook their b ab ie s  t o  infant wel fare 
c l inic s ; another s t ayed in h o s p i ta l  for a week during the 
s tudy . H owever , the mo s t  c ommon act ivity c oming under the 
heading of B o t t ' s  ' formal external re l a t i onsh ip s ' wa s going 
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t o  church . A t  church the famil ie s  rar e l y  mixe d o r  spoke t o  
peop l e  they d i d  not alrea dy know, s o  that the only f ormal r e­
l a t ionships  made in thi s c onne c t ion wer e wi th church o fficials . 
One c oup l e  wer e  going t o  bap t i sma l c l a s se s , and had f ormal 
r e l at ionshi p s  with their expatriate  in struc t or . 

Kuman and Kia1 

Th i s  c oupl e  had b e en marr ied f or between thirt een and f i f ­
teen year s . Neith er had had any f ormal e ducat i on and b o th 
were pagan . Kia , the wi fe , wanted  t o  j oin the Catho l i c  chur ch , 
and she and her chil dren s omet ime s went t o  church in P or t  
M or e sby . F or s ome year s Kuman h a d  been thinking about j oin­
ing the church , but he was a polygyni s t  and was unwi l l ing to 
give up e i ther o f  his wive s . 

When I v i s i t e d  Chimbu in 1 9 6 7  Kuman wa s a l ocal  government 
c ounc i l l or . He had had two wive s l ong b e fore thi s , perhap s  
a s  the l ea der o f  a s ubclan group . H e  d i s cu s s e d  with m e  the 
reas on s  why he nee de d  two wive s : ' I  have to do a l ot o f  enter­
ta ining , and I mus t  have a woman to  cook f or me i f  one wi fe 
i s  s ick , or if she goe s  away to v i s i t  her fami ly . Al l wive s 
mus t  vi s i t  the ir famil ie s  from t ime t o  t ime ' . 

' But you are a s tr ong man � Y ou c ou l d  do your own c ooking 
for a day or two . ' 

' That ' s  a l l  r i ght f or you wh ite  peopl e ,  but we can ' t j u s t  
open a t in and t urn o n  a swi t ch . The firewoo d  has  t o  be c ol ­
l ec t e d ,  and the sweet  potatoe s , t oo . Then there i s  heat ing 
up the hot s t ones for the ear th oven , and arranging the f ood 
in banana leave s . I s impl y  haven ' t  got the t ime f or a l l  tha t . 
S o  I mus t  have two wives . '  

Kuman had s even l iving chi l dr en ,  three by one wi fe and 
four by the other . F our chi l dren wer e  in P or t  More sby and 
three , one o f  whom he had never s een unt i l  he went on l eave , 
were in Ch imbu wi th Bre , hi s s e c ond wi fe . 2 

T o  maintain anonymi ty a l l  names have been change d . Th i s  
coup l e  are t aken a s  a n  example o f  a category I family . 
2 On hi s r eturn from l eave Kuman l e f t  Kia in the Chimbu , be­
cau s e  she wa s not  we l l ,  and brought Bre and  two s on s  by her 
t o  Port Mor e sb y , t oge ther wi th Kia ' s three ch i l dren . 
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The hous eho l d .  A t  the beginning o f  my s t u dy Kuman and Kia 
l ive d in a sma l l  two-bedr oom weatherboar d house in the gr ounds  
o f  the inst itut i on where Kuman worke d . With them l ived thei r  
thr ee chi l dren : Mon , a daughter o f  about el even year s ,  B oma i , 
age d  about e i ght year s ,  and Kumago , about f our- and-a- hal f 
year s .  Kaupa , Kuman ' s  twe lve-year- o l d  s on by Bre ,  a ls o  l ived 
with them . 

The h ou se had running c ol d  water , a shower , wa shtub s , 
drains  and e l ec t r ic power ( a l though the l atter ha d not been 
working for many month s ) . Thi s  hou s e , with i t s  fac i l i t ie s , 
wa s o f  a higher s t andard than m o s t  hou s e s  l ived in by cate­
gory I famil i e s . M o s t  o f  the p l ain , r ough furniture bel onged 
t o  the inst i tution , but Kuman owne d a few cupb oar ds  and odd 
i t em s  given to h im by s t a f f  a t  the inst ituti on . Out s i de there 
wer e  s ome l ar ge shade tree s , and p l enty o f  ground where Kia 
had p l anted pawpaws , beans , c orn and sweet potat o e s  for family 
consump t i on ,  and peanut s t o  sell  in the marke t . 

N o - one except the immed iate family l ive d in the hou s e  be­
cau s e  the  inst itut i on forbade r e l a t ive s other than wi fe , par ­
ent s or chi l dren t o  l ive in an empl oyee ' s  a l l oca t e d  h ou se . 
Thi s  rul e may have cau se d  Kuman t o  apply for a H ous ing C om­
mi s s i on house , al though he never s ta t e d  thi s .  I t  certainly 
wa s one of the main reasons why hi s brother , D i e , who worke d 
and l ived a t  the s ame i n s t i tut i on , app l i e d  for a H ou s ing C om­
mi s s ion hou se . Kuman gave me two rea s ons for applying for 
anoth er house :  f ir s t l y , shoul d he ever l o se h i s  j ob at the 
i n s t itut i on he and h i s  famil y  woul d have nowher e t o  l ive ; l 
sec ondl y , he wante d a house f or h i s  o ther wi fe and thei r  chi l ­
dren t o  l ive in . Kuman thought that P or t  M or e sby s ch ool s were 
be t t er than tho se in Chimbu b ecaus e  chi l dren had t o  s peak 
Eng l i sh a l l  the t ime they wer e at s chool and not j us t  dur ing 
l e s s on per i o d s . F or thi s rea s on he wanted h i s  chi l dr en t o  be 
e ducated  in P or t  More sby . 2 

After wait ing for over a year , Kuman was a l l ocated a H ou s ­
ing C ommi s s i on hou s e , but be fore he and the family h a d  moved 
int o i t  three o f  h i s  r e l a t ive s from Chimbu arr ived in P or t  
Mor e sby . They s a i d  that they ha d c ome becau s e  they wer e  angry 
wi th Kuman aµd D i e  for not having gone home when their mother 
died . The s e  men c oul d not l ive in the ins t itutional hou s e  

There wa s a n  acute shor tage o f  l ow- c o s t  hous ing in Por t  
M or e sby . 
2 Kuman wa s s omewhat unusual in h i s  s tr ong de s ire t o  e ducat e  
hi s chi l dr en . The mot ivat i on wa s ec onomic : they wou l d b e  ab l e  
t o  get h ighl y  pai d  work when they f ini shed s chool a n d  g ive him 
money pre sent s .  



wher e  Kuman l ive d , but went t o  l ive in the new Hous ing C om­
mi s s ion hou se , a nd Kuman dec i de d  that he woul d wa i t  unt i l  
a fter he had been on leave t o  br ing Bre and the other chi l ­
dren t o  the c i ty . 
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Then Kuman wa s t o l d  tha t h e  a n d  h i s  fami ly woul d have t o  
move int o the hous e  o r  it  woul d b e  rea l l ocated . There wa s 
much talking and many tear s , but in the e nd he and hi s fami l y  
al l moved t o  the new house exc ept Kaupa , the e l de s t  s on , who 
wa s j us t  about t o  take h i s  s t andar d s ix examina t i ons . He 
staye d ,  as a temporary mea sure , with Kuman ' s  br other and wi fe , 
who move d into Kuman ' s  ins t i tut i onal hou s e . Kuman d i d  not 
want to move , because i f  they did where woul d Bre and the other 
ch i l dren l ive ? He did not l ike the l ong di s t ance an d the c o s t  
o f  transpor t  t o  work each day , a n d  it  wa s di f f icul t  t o  f ind 
schoo l s t o  whi ch the chi l dren c ou l d tran s fer . Kia d id not 
want t o  move because she did not l ike the gar den a t  the new 
house and she wou l d be l eav ing her cul t ivat e d  gar den behind . 
But move they d i d . 

They had no s ooner move d into the sma l l  three -bedr oome d 
hou se , with the three kinsmen s ti l l  l iving ther e , th a n  Kia ' s 
father ' s  brother and h i s  s on arr ive d ,  and they t oo move d in . 
They s a i d  that they had c ome because they had hear d tha t  Kia 
wa s i l l , which wa s t rue , and that she had die d ,  whi ch wa s not 
t rue . Kuman pai d  f or the r ent and rate s , the e lectricity  and 
the f ood f or a l l  the s e  peop l e . One day, when I br ought thi s 
t opic up , one o f  the kinsmen exp l a ined t o  me : ' In Chimbu when 
we go t o  s tay with peopl e  we don ' t pay rent or provi de food ' . 

In  a s itua t i on such a s  thi s , with no privacy , it  wou l d  be 
di f f icul t for husband and wife t o  devote much t ime to each 
other or t o  the i r  chi l dren . The demands o f  kin were pre s s ing 
c ont inuous l y  upon bot h husband and wi fe . l Kuman made s evera l  

Recent l y  Kuman , K i a  a nd the chil dren went t o  Chimbu f o r  s ix 
weeks ' l eave , their fare s be ing pa id by Kuman ' s  empl oye r . 
When they wer e  in Gumine , peop l e  whom they had a s s i st e d  in 
P or t  More sby , or the rel a t ive s of the s e  peopl e , gave them 
p l o t s  o f  gar den l and to use . S ome o f  the l and wa s in ful l 
produc t ion and the r e s t  was j ust  c oming into pr oduc t i on . 
The l and wa s returne d  t o  i t s  ori ginal owner s  when Kuman and 
fami l y  returne d  to P or t  More sby . 

In c ontr a s t , when c oup l e  K returne d  t o  Chimbu wi th the i dea 
of s t aying there they wer e  not given gar den pl ot s an d only 
very l it t l e  food . Thi s  may have been because the husband kept 
mo s t  o f  the family ' s  l ar ge earnings ( t o buy a s e c ond wi fe ) 
rathe r than being gener ou s t o  h i s  own and h i s  wi fe ' s kinsmen . 
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p o l ite s ugge s t i ons  t o  hi s kinsmen tha t  they shoul d move out , 
b ut the s e  were i gnore d .  F ina l ly he b ought t he p l ane t i cket 
back t o  Chimbu f or the e l de s t  o f  the three men , who coul d 
f ind no work in P or t  Mor e sby . Later Kia ' s unc l e  l e f t , but 
her c ou s in remained to hel p l ook a fter Kia , who wa s s ick a ga in . 
However ,  Kia ' s daughter , Mon , d i d  mo s t  o f  the c ooking a f t er 
she came h ome from s chool , b o i l ing r ice or r oot vege t ab l e s  
with t inne d mea t  o r  t inned f i sh .  Kuman c l a imed that h e  coul d 
not mana ge wi thout a wi fe t o  do the c ooking , even in P or t  
Moresby . Obviou s l y  h e  di d n o t  f e e l  tha t  h e  shoul d hel p  i n  
dome s t ic t a sk s , in c ontr a s t  t o  h i s  br other , D ie ,  wh o o ften 
hel ped his wi fe with c ooking and wa shing the dishe s  ' becau se 
she is  working for money ' . 

When Kuman returned from l eave thr ee marr i e d  c oup l e s  were 
.l iving in his  hou s e , and he and his  wi fe Bre and the f ive 
chi l dr en move d in wi th them . D ig ini , the ten-year- ol d  s on 
who had not b een in P or t  M ore sby be f or e , wa s mo s t  unc·omfor t ­
ab l e  i n  the crowded condit i ons  and the o ther chi l dren wer e 
not happy . D i gini l e ft the hou se after  a week and s taye d wi th 
var ious r e l at ive s , occa s i onal l y  c a l l ing in at h i s  father ' s  
home . 

· 

F inanc ial  arrangement s . Kuman ' s  pattern o f  spending wa s 
inter e s t ing . He earne d approximate ly $ 34 a f or tnight net . 
After moving t o  the Hou s ing Commi s s i on house he r ec e ive d 
ab out $ 2 7 per for tnight net a fter de duc t i ons  for rent , garbage 
c o l l e c t i on ,  and Pub l i c  S ervi ce A s s oc ia t i on fee s . H i s  e l e c ­
t r i c i ty b i l l  wa s about $ 3 . 50 a month . 

Kuman b e l onge d  t o  a kampani ,  a s  d i d  mo s t  Chimbu with r egu­
lar empl oyment . The se kampani cons i s t  of gr oup s o f  two or 
more people who t ru s t  each other , and who each f or tnight give 
a l arge p or t i on of the ir pay to another member , in a r o ta t ing 
sy s tem .  When Kuman wa s l iving in the inst i tut i onal house , 
where the rent wa s l e s s , where there wa s no e l e c t r i c i ty t o  
pay f o r  and where relat ive s c oul d only v i s i t  f o r  a few h our s 
a t  a t ime , he be l onge d t o  a two-man kampani c omp o s e d  of h im­
s e l f and a work-mate , a man of another tr ibe . One f ortnight 
Kuman gave thi s  man $ 30 ,  the next for tnight the Kerema man 
gave h im $ 30 . Th is  example of a s oc io - e c onomic re lat i onship 

1 ( c ont d )  
I t  may al s o  have b een a c onsequence o f  s o c i a l  d i s approva l o f  
the a c t ivit ies  of thi s  c o up l e  when i n  Por t  More sby ( see p h4 
fn . l ) . A fter a few weeks the c oupl e  returne d  t o  Port More sby 
without a second wife , and bui l t  a r ough t imber house in a 
shanty s e t t l ement . 
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with a non- Ch imbu work- mat e was a r ather r ar e  o c curr ence among 
the fami l i e s  studied . When Kuman moved t o  Hohol a he cou ld no 
l onger manage to  g ive hi s par tner $30 on alter nate for tnight s ,  
s o  the kampani br oke up . Kuman formed a new one with a Chimbu 
work- mat e ,  and they each gave or rece ived $ 20 a fort night . 

The kampani sy s t em was very common among P apua New Guinean s 
in the urban centre s and apparent ly aro se spontaneou s ly ,  t o  
mee t  a fe lt nee d  to  have a l i t t l e  ' capital ' i n  one ' s  p ocket s 
from t ime to  t ime . It d oe s l e ad , al s o , t o  a fe ast  or famine 
type o f  exi stence . L it t l e  ( 1 9 62 ) repor t s the exi s t ence o f  
s imi lar organi sat ions i n  We s t  Afr ic a . 

Kuman said that under the pre sent arr angement s he al l o cated 
$5 a fortnight for food . When Kia was wel l  he gave it  to her ; 
when she was s ick he kept it hims e l f . On the fortnight when 
he col l ected from the kampani he gave a do l l ar or two to each 
o f  the ch i l dren t o  buy b ooks , s chool lunche s and other things 
they needed , includ ing the ir annual s chool fee s . He gave the 
re s t  of the money to r e l at ive s or u sed it  to gamb l e . I f  he 
won at card s he put money in the bank . I f  he l o st , Kia became 
angry ! ! 

L ike many o f  the other Chimbu hu sband s ,  Kuman d id not th ink 
tha t  wive s shou ld gamb l e  becau se i f  they l o st there was no 
money l e ft for food . Hu sb and s in s o c ial category I ,  and mos t  
o f  tho s e  i n  category I I ,  d i d  not g ive the ir wive s a per s onal 
a l l owance . They only gave them a very smal l food al l owance , 
a s  Chimbu re sent having t o  spend money on food . The hu sb and s  
felt  that they were doing the r ight th ing by the ir wive s , even 
i f  they d id only give them a food al l owance . The wi fe ' s  wi sh 
t o  g ive pre sent s or money t o  her re l at ive s was somet ime s a 
s ource o f  cont ent ion be tween hu sband and wi fe . From the hu s­
band ' s  p o int of v iew , wive s in Port More sby d o  very l it t l e  
wor k ,  although i t  i s  not the ir own cho ice t o  s it around al l 
day . Tho s e  who do go out t o  work are free t o  spend the money 
they earn as they l ike without con su l t ing the ir hu sband s . I 

An except ion t o  thi s was the pro st itute ( wi fe K) who s e  hu s ­
b and hand led and c ontro l l ed a l l  her earning s . P erhap s thi s 
was becau se he alway s went with her and acted a s  a go- between , 
be cau se o f  the l arge amount o f  money involved , or because they 
decided that the money wou ld be used to buy him another wi fe 
to bear him a chil d ,  as hi s pr e sent wi fe , the pro s t itute , 
appeared t o  be barren . But mo s t  prob ab ly it wa s becau s e  her 
earning s were regarded a s  compensation for the hu sband - for 
not being g iven any chi l dren , and for for fe it ing h i s  s o l e  
r ight s t o  the sexual service s o f  h i s  wi fe . 
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Kuman ' s  l i fe- s tyle . Kuman did not sp end much t ime at home . 
He said that Kia accep ted  thi s and d id not get angry about 
it ( as we sha l l  see , thi s  may not be str ict ly accurate ) ,  a s  
s ome wive s would . When h e  went around the c ity h e  p l ayed 
car d s ,  went t o  s ome gar den l and he had near one of the shanty 
s e t t l ement s ,  or v i s ited Chimbu rel at ive s or fr iend s . S ome­
t ime s he t ook young Kumago with h im ,  but Kia  or the other 
chi l dr en r arely went anywher e with him .  He had many fr iend s ,  
both Chimbu and non- C himbu , and many kinsmen in Port More sby . 
Mo s t  P apuan fr iend s were one s he had made when he wa s working 
in the c i t y  previou sly , j us t  after he marr ied Kia . At thi s 
t ime there were not many Chimbu in Port Mor e sby ,  and , no doubt 
becau s e  of his p l e a s ing p er sonal i ty , he made many P apuan 
fr iend s . Kia had s t ayed beh ind in Chimbu but had not borne 
him a chi l d . When he returned t o  Chimbu a year or s o  l ater 
s everal  young women wer e  keen t o  marry him .  S ome came t o  s t ay 
with h i s mother for a week or two , but tho se she d i d  not think 
woul d make good wive s wer e  dec orated  with feathe r s  and s ent 
back home . S ome whom h i s  mother l iked ,  Kia di d not l ike . 
Some t ime s  she f ough t  with them s o  they r an away . The only 
one who r emaine d  wa s Bre , whom both Kia and Kuman ' s  mot her 
l ike d . 

Kuman had seven l iving ch i l dren ( one o f  Bre ' s chil dren 
d ied ) , but in cont r ad i st inct ion to tra�i t i onal views , Kuman 
s aid that he wou l d  l ike more chi l dren . He c l aimed that s ome 
Ch imbu men today want ed ten or fifteen ch il dren ( I  never met 
any o f  them ! ) t o  send to s chool and to be t r ained as doctor s 
or t eache r s  or for other h ighly paid work .  Then , when their 
p ar ent s were old , they would have p l enty of money to g ive them . 
Thi s  exampl e  o f  e conomic mot ivat ion , o f  Kuman ' s  p ragmat i c  
approach t o  l i fe ,  i s  very char acter i st i c  o f  the Ch imbu . 

On many occas ions Kuman revealed t o  me h i s  l ove and r e spect 
for hi s mother (both he and D ie were very prou d  to be her sons , 
and I felt that she was a r ather remar kab l e  o l d  l ady when I 
knew her in Chimbu ) ,  but I never s aw any s i gn s o f  a f fe ct i on or 
per sonal int er e s t  in Kia or the three older ch ildr en . 2 As far 

1 The t r ad i t ional Chimbu att itude , a s  exp l ained in Chap t er 2 ,  
i s  mor e against hav ing chi l dren in r ap id succe s s ion than 
again s t  hav ing a l ar ge number of chi ldren . 
2 On one o ccas ion Kuman at t empted t o  d i s c ip l ine Kaupa for go­
ing again st  Kuman ' s  w i she s . Shor t ly after , Kaupa went to hi s 
mother ' s  re l at ive s comp l aining ab out h i s  father ' s  treatment . 
A group o f  kinsmen came t o  Kuman ' s  hou se and began sma shing 
it up , s aying he had been unfair to Kaupa .  Such inter ference 
by p ar ent s '  rel ative s , whi ch happens frequent ly , make s it very 
d i f ficu l t  for p ar ent s t o  gu ide the ir chi l dren . 
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a s  h i s  daught er wa s concerned thi s at t itude was t r ad i t i onal , 
but a s  regard s h i s  sons I feel unab l e  t o  a s se s s  whether this 
was a tradit ional at t i tude , a per s onal ity mani fe s t at ion , or 
the r e su l t  of a changed way o f  l i fe in that boys go t o  s choo l  
in P or t  More sby t o  l earn thing s and there i s  not the same de­
pendency re l at ionship be tween s on and father a s  the re is in 
Chimbu . However , thi s type of s ituat ion doe s seem to be 
charact er i s t i c  of the father- chi l d  re l at ionship among cate­
gory I and II f amil ie s .  Kuman r arely gave any money or  pre s­
ent s t o  Kaupa , who was now about s ixteen year s o l d . He  d id 
not under s t and the need s  o f  an edu cated urban youth . 

Kia ' s  l i fe- sty le . Kia , a thin , s omewhat goitrou s- l o oking 
woman , had been in ho sp it al once be fore my study and was ad­
mitted again , for a week , dur ing the s tudy . The doctor s were 
unab le to find anything wrong with her , and her cond it ion may 
have b een l ar gely p sychol ogical , due to general home s i ckne s s  
and worrying about her own p arent s ;  the latter s t at e  wa s aggra­
vated by the news o f  the death o f  her mother- in- l aw .  Dur ing 
her s t ays  i.n the ho sp ital , Kuman and many o ther peop le v i sited 
her . A trad it i onal duty o f  a hu sband is  t o  l ook after h i s  
wi fe when· she i s  s ick , and thi s  du ty cont inued i n  the urban 
env ir onment . 

One day I happened t o  be pr e sent when Kuman came home after 
v i s i t ing peop le in t own . Kia , it  seems , had been feel ing very 
i l l  and wanted to go to ho spital . She at t acked her hu sb and 
with a broom and stone s ,  s aying that she wa s i l l  becau s e  he 
was always going o f f  and leaving her , and that he did not l ook 
a fter her proper ly . She wa s r e s tr a ined , with con s iderab l e  
e f fort , by two mal e relat ive s . Kuman s t ood and wat ched , or 
walked ar ound , s aying , ' I  am my mother ' s  s on . I wil l  not 
f ight . C ome , you can fight me , but I wi l l  not fight you . . . .  
Who paid for your fare t o  Mor esby ? ' 

After thi s ep i s od e  Kia spent a week with some o f  her kins­
men who wor ked in the s ame ins t itution as Kuman . The chi l dren , 
Bomai and Mon , went with Kia . Young Kumago $ and Kaupa s t ayed 
with the ir father . Kia wanted t o  go b ack t o  Chimbu , but thi s 
wou l d  have meant e ither leaving the chi ldren in Port Mor e sby 
or spoil ing the ir chance s at s choo l . Kuman s aid that i f  Kia  
went back t o  Chimbu it was  up  to the chi l dren t o  decide  for 
themselve s  whether they wanted to go with her or s top in 
Port More sby , but added that Kia could not control Kumago . 

If Kia  h ad gone back t o  Chimbu both Mon and Bomai would 
prob ab ly have gone with her , even though they were b oth doing 
we l l  at s choo l . Mon o ften comp l a ined about how her father wa s 
never at home and d id  not g ive her mother enough money . Kaupa 
(who was not Kia ' s s on ) comp l a ine d that Kia used t o  sp end the 
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food money h i s  father (Kuman ) gave he r o n  buying str ing t o  
make s t r ing b ag s  for h e r  r e l at ive s . 

Two weeks a fter the quarr el , Kia cooked a chi cken for Kuman 
and gave h im a dol l ar . I gained the impre s s ion that she 
thought that her behav iour had been un- Chr i s t ian , and that 
she wa s a shamed . Thi s  inc ident ind icate s some o f  the thing s 
that hu sband and wive s quarrel  about : not l ooking .after the 
s i ck , not g iv ing the wi fe enough money , giving t oo many pre s­
ent s t o  r e l at ive s ,  wander ing around t own p l aying car d s  rath er 
than s t aying at home wi th the fami ly . 1 

O f  al l the people included in my s tudy , Kia appeared t o  b e  
the l e a s t  we l l  adapted t o  urban l i fe . 2 She h a d  b e e n  in Port 
Mor e sby for three- and- a- hal f year s but had not l e arnt to spe ak 
P idgin , a s  the other ·wive s had done . Kuman found her work as  
a dome s t ic servant from t ime t o  t ime and t aught her how to  
c l e an the hou se or iron c l o the s , but  the j ob s  never l a sted 
very l ong . S he did no t keep her own hou se c lean and t idy or  
know how t o  wa sh cotton -clothe s  proper ly . 

Kia alway� s at on the f loor o f  the hou s e  or on the ground 
out s ide r ather than on chair s .  She s a id she pre ferred the 
t r ad i t i onal system of hu sband s s l eep ing in a men ' s hou se apart 
from the ir wive s becau s e  ' th i s  was the way my ance stor s l ived , 
and the way that I have been taught ' .  ' But ' , she said , ' the 
More sby way of hu sband s s leep ing in the same r oom a s  the i r  
wive s doe s not cau se any troub l e . '  S h e  her se l f  want ed one 
mor e  chi l d , b�t b ec au s e  she wa s o l d  and i l l  and b ec au s e  the 
ch i l dren were s leep ing in the s ame r o om ,  she wa s not having 
s exual r e l at ions with her hu sband . Thi s  d id not worry her ; 
what did worry her . - and the other category I wive s who wer e  
in a s imil ar p o s it ion had the s ame prob l em - was her comp l ete 
e conomic dependence �pon her hu sband . In the Chimbu she wa s 
r e l at ive ly independent o f  her hu sband for day- t o- d ay l iving , 
but in P or t  More sby her smal l garden was not adequate t o  
supply her family with food , and she had t o  depend upon her 
hu sband t o  give her money t o  buy foo d . Thi s  was irr i tat ing 
in it se l f ,  but the irr itat ion wa s aggravat ed when Kuman went 
away to h i s  fr iend s to p l ay c ard s and have a few dr inks , l e av­
ing her and the chi l dren at  home without food or money . 

S tr athern ( 1 9 7 2 : 42 )  r ep or t s  that among the Me lpa  ne ar Mt 
Hagen one o f  the comp l a int s that a woman may br ing against 
her hu sb and is  s imp ly that he doe s not spend enough t ime in 
her company . 
2 

None o f  the wiv e s  in category I seemed really happy l iving 
in Port More sby . 
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The conjugal r e l at ionship . The above account indi cate s 
that whi l e  Kuman and Kia conducted mo st  o f  the ir l ive s inde­
pendent ly and had few shared or j o int act ivit ies , they were 
al so dep endent upon each other in s ome re spect s .  Kuman 
c l a imed that he needed a wi fe in Por t More sby t o  cook for h im 
and wash h i s  c l othe s ( and , I would add , t o  l ook a fter h i s  
younger children i f  h e  wanted t o  have them with him i n  Por t 
More sby ) . Kia wa s dependent upon Kuman t o  provide her and 
the ch ildren with a hou se and �ith money for food and cl othe s , 
and · t o  l ook after her when she wa s s ick . It wa s a reciprocal 
arr angement . 

Kuman and Kia did very few thing s t ogether . Al though Kuman 
had worked a s  a d ome st i c servant , he d id no d ome s t ic work in 
h i s  own home , in s pite  of the fact that it was no t kep t  very 
c l ean . When Kuman went v i s i t ing fr iend s Kia s t ayed at home , 
probably a s  much from her own choi ce a s  for other rea s on s . 
There were almo s t  no j oint or c ompl ement ary act ivit ie s in 
the ir rel at ionship , the only j o int act ivi ty be ing when Kuman 
t aught Kia how t o  wash and iron clothe s  s o  that she cou l d  
ob t ain empl oyment . When she wa s e arning money Kia kept it  
her sel f and u s ed it a s  she wi shed . I 

Bot t ( 1 9 7 1 : 53 )  de s cr ibe s a s  segregated conj ugal re l at i on­
ship s tho se in wh ich there is a l ow proport i on o f  j oint act iv i­
t ie s . On th i s  b a s i s  the conj ugal r e l at ionship o f  Kia and Kuman 
wa s highly s egregated , with almo s t  al l o f  the ir act ivi t ie s  
be ing o f  the independent type . Bot t al so ment ions the sexual 
r e l ationship , and the emot i onal ove r t one s o f  the conjugal- role  
r e l at ionship of  the coupl e s  she s tudied in add i t ion t o  the 
att itude s and expectat ions that one par tner had t oward s  the 
o ther . 

Kuman and Kia had ceased having sexual rel at i on s , at l ea s t  
f o r  the t ime be ing . I found n o  real evidence o f  an emot ional 
b ond between them , only of Kia ' s dependency upon her hu sband . 
S he had her chi l dren with her , but had only a few kinsmen in 
Port Mor e sby as sour ce s of emot ional s at i s fact ion . Al s o  she 
had very l it t le l and on whi ch to garden , and it was not her 
own l and . C on sequently she was home s ick . Kuman had many 
kinsmen in the city and men from h i s  own p art o f  the Chimbu 
whom he me t r egul ar ly , a s  we l l  a s  a ntpnber o f  P apuan fr iend s . 
He seemed t o  ob t ain cons ider ab l e  emot ional s at i s fact ion from 
h i s  cont act s with al l the se people , a s  we l l  a s  from hi s 
younge st  s on . 

1 C f .  p . 1 4 . 
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Mar r i age h i s t ory .  I wa s told  that when Kia wa s about e i ght 
year s o l d  her own and Kuman ' s  kinsmen de c ided that they shou l d  
marry when Kia w a s  o l d  enough . Thi s was b e cau s e  one o f  her 
kinsmen had marr ied a kinswoman of Kuman ' s  and , as Kuman put 
i t , ' We were harve st ing what we had p l anted . L i ke bean s that 
grow ,  produce s eed s for new p l ant s and become o l d  and dry , we 
were get t ing new young bean s . We were ge tt ing a new young 
woman t o  pr odu ce chi ldren and then grow ol d ' . However , when 
Kia s aw Kuman and hear d  s to r i e s  about how str ong he wa s , she 
wanted to marry him .  They ' carr ied l eg 1 l and were at tr acted 
t o  each other . 2 

S oc ia l  ne twork s . Kuman ' s  s o c i a l  network c ons i s te d  o f  a 
number o f  s eparat e  sect ions , each s ec t i on b e ing c l o sely knit 
interna l l y . Thi s wa s r ather di fferent from the social  network 
type s found by B o t t  in her L ondon fami l ie s , but s imi lar t o  
those o f  tradit ional Chimb u , a s  de scribed i n  Chapter z . 3 S ome 
of th e sect i ons wer e  organi s e d  s oc ia l  group s , the l ar ge s t  and 
mo s t  imp or t ant be ing the kin group . Part of thi s group wa s 
in Port More sby and part in the Chimbu . C ontac t wi th the 
l at ter wa s ma inta ined thr ough vi s i t o r s  and l e t t er s . 

Dur ing most  o f  the r e s earch per iod Kuman had the fol l owing 
k in l iv ing in or near P or t  Mor e s by , with a l l  of whom he wa s 
in regular c ontac t : one brother ( with h i s  wife ) , two nephews 
( one with h i s  wife ) , s ix c ou s ins  ( one of whom had hi s wi fe 
with h im ) , one materna l unc le , two l ineage memb er s and three 
c l ansmen . He wa s a l s o  in c ontact with mo s t  of the Gumine 
peop l e  in P or t  Mor e sby , inc l uding h i s  a f fine s . S ome o f  the se 
men were a l s o  hi s work -ma t e s . Only a few t ra di t ional act ivi­
t ie s  such a s  gi ft - exchange s were hel d wi th in thi s gr oup , 4 and 
as far as I know none had b een car r i ed out b etween it  and 
other s oc ial  gr oup s . Neverth e l e s s  Gumine peopl e in Port 

1 B oy s  a nd gir l s  s it on the gr ound wi th one o f  the b oy ' s l e g s  
c r o s s e d  over one o f  the girl ' s  l eg s . 
2 Mo s t  other arrange d marri age s in my s ampl e  involved a cer ­
tain amount o f  per sua s ion b y  kins folk b e fore the wi fe wa s 
wil l ing t o  marry the man they wante d  t o  accept for her . F or 
one wi fe i t  wa s a lmos t  a forced marr ia ge . See A ppendix C .  
3 P os s ib ly Kuman ' s network c oul d b e  r e ga r de d  a s  a trans i t ional 
network ,  in the proc e s s  o f  changing from a l ar ge , c l o s e ly knit  
network int o a l oo sely knit one , but more de ta i l s o f  Kuman ' s  
network and the pr oce s se s  of cha nge in s oc ia l  networks woul d 
b e  r e quired b e f or e  s uch a c la im c oul d be sub s tant ia te d . 
4 When Kuman ' s  e l de s t  daughter reached puber ty in 1 9 71 an 
attempt wa s made to have modif i e d  puberty r i t e s . Kia wa s in 



More sby had a fee l ing o f  bel onging t o ge ther , o f  having s ome 
s or t  of s oc ia l  r e l at i onsh i p  in c ommon between them , even i f  
n o  kin o r  a f f ina l relat i onship exi s t e d . 
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The ' Gumine group ' wa s not an or gani s e d  group t o  the s ame 
extent that kin gr oup s are organi s e d  in the Chimbu for var i ou s  
type s o f  ac t ivity , probab l y  because i t  di d n o t  have many group 
act iv i t ie s  to per form . It was more l ike the kin group o f  the 
London family which had a c l o s e- knit social  network and s egre­
gated conj ugal re l at ions . 1 Many o f  the act ivi t i e s  with in the 
' Gumine ' gr oup were on an ind ividual- t o- indiv idual b as i s , such 
a s  g iving money or food t o  s omeone in need . Kuman ' s  ma in 
act ivit ie s  within thi s group were p l aying card s and gamb l ing , 
l i s t ening t o  news . fr om r ecent arr ival s in Port More sby about 
peopl e  in the Chimbu , and se t t l ing var iou s di sput e s  between 
member s . 

Kuman ' s  soc ial r e l at ionship s  wi th other people were mainly 
in r e l at i on to h i s  work (many of his wor k- mate s were Gumine 
men ) and with P apuans who. tru sted  h im and gamb l ed with him 
becau s e  they knew that he was not a quarrel s ome man . 2 Wh i l e  

1 ( contd ) 
the Ch imbu when her daughter had her f ir s t  men struat ion . 
There was t al k  o f  sending the fare for her t o  return t o  Por t  
More sby i n  t ime for the fea s t  whi ch fo l l ows the gir l ' s  period 
of conf inement in a hou se kept warm wi th fire s . A s  far a s  I 
know , Kia ' s  daughter was the f i r s t  Gumine gir l t o  have her 
puberty r it e s  in Por t More sby al though a few month s ear l ier 
one had been hel d  for a Gumine girl at S oger i . 

Bre and Kuman ' s  bro ther ' s  wi fe and one o f  the other women 
l iv ing in the hou se t ook it in turns to s i t  in the hot , s t u f fy 
room with the g i r l . It was p l anned t o  have an a l l- night s ing­
ing se s s i on such as occur s on the s e  occa s i ons  in Chimbu , but 
insu ffic ient kinswomen were ava i l ab l e  in Por t  More sby . A num­
ber o f  o ther r itual act ivit ie s wer e  al so omit ted  and the period 
of confinement wa s r educed t o  one week . During thi s t ime tra­
d it ional food t abus were kept . It was fortui t ou s  that mens­
t ruat ion began at the commencement o f  the s chool hol idays . 
Kuman d e c ided that the g ir l  shou l d  go back t o  s cho o l  for the 
new term ,  again s t  the wi she s of hi s s i ster- in- l aw .  H i s  daugh­
t er was approximat e l y  fi fteen ye ar s o l d  at the t ime . 
1 One imp or t ant d i f ference was that Gumine peop l e  in P or t  
Mor e sby were near ly a l l  men . 
2 Pl aying car d s  without a l i cence i s  i l legal in Papua New 
Gu ine a . A quarre l s ome man might at trac t  att ent i on and cau se 
the pol ice t o  inve s t igate the d i s turbance . 
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there wa s a very l arge economi c element i n  h i s  gamb l ing re­
l at ionship s with P apuan s ( he s aw them a s  a way of making money ) , 
be cau se o f  h i s  per s onal i ty the r e  was al s o  an e l ement o f  com­
r ad e ship . 

Kia had no soc ial r e l at ionship s out s ide o f  Gumine peopl e .  
( The only l anguage that she cou l d  speak wa s the Gumine d ial ect 
of Kuman . )  She had few kin s fo l k  in Port More sby , one niece , 
two cou s in s  and one cl ansman , and re cent ly her uncl e and cou s in 
arr ived , having heard that she wa s i l l . Kia  wa s involved to 
s ome extent with Kuman ' s  rel at ive s and fr iend s when they v i s ited 
the hou s e , mainly by prepar ing food for them ,  but she d id not 
have c l o s e  r e l at ionsh ip s  w ith the s e  peop l e , excep t perhap s 
with the wi fe o f  one of  Kuman ' s  nephews who c ame from the s ame 
p l ace a s  Kia . As we have seen , mos t  o f  Kuman ' s  kin in Port 
More sby wer e  men ; another fact or l imit ing the type of r e l at ion­
ship that Kia  had with Kuman ' s  kin was that in the Chimbu , t r a­
d it ional ly , the w i fe i s  a p a s s ive l ink between her own kin 
group and that of her hu sband ' s  group . She i s  expected t o  be 
ho sp i t ab l e  and prepar e food for them ,  but ha s l it t l e  direct 
cont act . Her hu sband ' s  kin interact d ir ectly  with her agnat i c  
kin group . For the se reason s  I wou l d  not regard Kuman and Kia 
as having a s ingl e  social  ne twor k .  When she was l iving at the 
inst itut i on where Kuman worked , Kia l ived a r ather l onely l i fe ,  
but she seldom ,  i f  ever , went t o  vi s i t  the wi fe o f  Kuman ' s  
br other who was al s o  l iv ing in the ground s o f  the inst itut ion . 

In summary , Kuman and Kia had two d i s t inct , but over l apping 
so cial networks in Port More sby . Kia had a very smal l ne twork 
made up of her kin , who all  knew one another we l l  but who car­
r ied out few , if any , j o int act ivit ie s .  Kuman ' s  soc ial ne t­
work wa s much l arger and was more wide spread and comp l ex than 
that o f  mo s t  Chimbu in P or t  Mor e sby . It was l o o se- knit in the 
sense that the d i f ferent sect i ons within it had l it t l e  or  no 
cont act with one another , l but c l o se- knit in that the separ at e  
sect ions wer e  very c l o se- knit within themselve s . Ne ithe r  o f  
the se two type s o f  soci al network were s imil ar t o  the s o c ial  
networks Bott f ound among Londoner s ,  but  she did f ind that 
segregat i on in the conj ugal re l at ionship went with segregat i on 
in the c ou�l e ' s  s oc i al network , whi ch was the case wi th Kia 
and Kuman . The next sect i on o f  thi s chapter shows that in 

1 Kuman ' s  Papuan fr iend s . were mo st ly Motuans , Go i l al a s  and 
Keremas , who had very l it t l e  cont act  with one another . 
2 

S ee Chap ter 8 for a d i s cu s s ion o f  how typ ical the s e  type s  
o f  s ocial networks and conj ugal r e l at ionship s wer e  for fami l ­
ie s i n  category I or for al l fami l ie s  i n  the s amp l e . 
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comp ar i s on with Kuman and Ki a ,  Kuman ' s  br other and s i s t er- in­
l aw had a very d i fferent type o f  conj ugal r e l at ionship , a 
d i f ference due to  individual per s onal ity d i f ference s r ather 
than t o  s o c ial d i fferenc e s . 

Individual cho i ce . A s  de s cr ibed in Chap t er 2 ,  the exper­
ience s of one man in the Chimbu are very s imil ar to tho se o f  
every o ther man coming from the same p ar t  o f  the Chimbu . Kuman 
and D ie had s imil ar b ackground s and so had the ir wive s . N either 
man had any formal educat ion , and both were polygyni s t s ,  p agan 
and t r adit ional in out l ook . Both were very at t ached to the ir 
mother and wer e  l ike ly t o  have been s imi l ar l y  exp o sed t o  her 
in fluence . Both men had been t o  Port More sby t o  wor k be fore , 
returning t o  Chimbu and coming back t o  Port More sby . Both 
were wor king in s imi l ar j ob s  at the s ame ins t itut ion . 1 But 
the ir per s onal i t i e s  wer e very d i f ferent . 

When D ie came to Port More sby t o  work in 1 96 7  he had already 
h ad four wive s ( three s imul t aneou s l y  for a t ime ) and had di­
vor ced three of  them . He brought with him a f i fth wi fe , a 
young girl . 2 He s a id that he had marr ied her be cause he wa s 
angry with Mol ,  h i s fir st  and only remaining wi fe , be cause she 
had not borne h im any chi l eren . After a few month s D ie sent 
the gir l back to Chimbu ' be cau se she did not cook properly or 
wash my cl othe s ' .  S oon after , Mol arr ived in P or t  More sby 
with Nol , an adop te d  daughter given to D ie by h i s  ex- ( se cond ) 
w i fe . ' Now ' , said  D ie , with int onat ions o f  a f fe ct ion in h i s 
vo i ce , ' we two are j u st  going t o  s t ay t oge ther even i f  we have 
no ch i l dr en . We are both ge t t ing o l d , and I ' m not going t o  
have any more wive s ' . 3 

After my study wa s comp l eted D ie l o st h i s  j ob and had to 
undert ake a d i fferent type of work . 
2 Mo l ,  h i s fir s t  wi fe , was then in pri s on f or f i ght ing with 
D ie ' s  two prev iou s wive s in Chimbu be cau se they had moved 
int o a new hou se D ie had bu i l t  whi ch she con s idered was for 
he r al one . Thi s ,  perhap s , ind i c ate s that Mol wa s a s tr ong 
char acter , as we l l  as be ing a phy s i cal ly s trong woman , the 
l at t er prob ab ly because she had not had any chi l dren . 
3 It  wa s s a id that when thi s coupl e  were in Chimbu they be­
h aved d i f fe rent ly ( i . e . , each spou s e  frequent ly commit t ed 
adu l t ery and the ir act ivit ie s were more segregated ) ,  a fact 
whi ch if correct , support s. Bot t ' s  ( 1 9 7 1 : 92- 6 )  sugge s t i on 
that soc.ial environment a f fect s the conj ugal re l at ionship . 
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D ie ,  l ike Kuman , spent much t ime p l aying card s , but unl ike 
Kuman , when D ie went around t own t o  f ind a c ar d- p l ay ing group 
he near ly alway s took h i s  wi fe with h im . l He s aid that it 
wou l d  not be fair t o  go o ff and l e ave her , a s  ' More sby is not 
her p l ace ' .  When she had t o  wor k on S aturday mornings he 
u su al ly s t ayed around the ins t itut ion wai t ing for her t o  fin­
i sh work so that they cou l d  go out t ogethe r . D ie sel dom went 
out at night b ecau s e  he fel t that it  woul d  attrac t  t r oub l e  t o  
wal k around the c ity after dark with a woman . I f  they wer e  
already out v i s i t ing when i t  became d ark they s lept  wher e  they 
wer e  v i s it ing ;  o therwi se they s at at home l i s t ening to the 
wirel e s s . 

Mol wor ke d  a s  a dome s t i c  servant and D ie o ft en d i d  chore s  
at home be cau se she wa s working . However , two other soc ial 
c ategory I hu sb and s who s e  wive s wer e working never he lped with 
d ome s t i c  chore s .  Ne i ther D ie nor Mol gave much t ime t o  the 
l i t t le g ir l Nol but comp l aine d  that she wa s d i sobed ient . Mol 
b e l onge d  t o  a kamp ani 2 with two other Chimbu dome s t i c  servant s .  
She spent her money a s  she p l e a se d . She was alway s nice ly 
dre s se d  in a skir t and l o o s e  b l ou s e . E arl ier she u sed s ome 
o f  her e arn ing s t o  p ay the fare for her father to come and 
s t ay wi th her for a few months . 

Kuman thought that when a w i fe i s  l iv ing with her hu sband , 
her hu sband i s  re spon s ib l e  for her ; when she i s  l iving with 
her p ar ent s ,  they are in charge of her . Thi s at t i tude came 
out very cl ear ly when Kia came out o f  ho s p i t al and want ed to 
go back to Chimbu . Kuman wou l d not agree , and when her uncle  
and cou s in arr ived from Chimbu they had t o  accept Kuman's de­
c i s ion . D i e , on the contr ary , seemed a l it t l e  afraid of hi s 
p arent s- in- l aw .  When both he and Mol wanted Mol t o  have an 
oper at i on·  in the hope that she woul d  have s ome chi l dren , her 
p arent s hear d  about it and ob j e cted . S o  she did not have the 
operat ion , much to the coup le ' s  di sappointment . When I d i s­
cu s se d  the mat ter with D ie he exp l aine d , ' We wil l be go ing 
b a ck to Chimbu one day , and Mol ' s  parent s might kil l  me 
[ throu gh wit chcraft ] i f  she ever became s i ck .  They would say 
that it  wa s because o f  the operat i on ' .  

D ie and Mol had fewer independent ly organ i sed act ivit ie s 
and more j oint and compl ementary conj ugal act ivit ie s than did 

Thi s cou l d  be the r e sult  of mutual int ere s t s ,  mutual d i stru s t , 
or dominance o f  one p ar tner over the o the r , and doe s not ne c­
e s s ar i ly imp ly an emot ional cl o s ene s s  between the spou s·e s . 
2 

D ie bel onged t o  a l arge kompani o f  Chimbu and s aid he wou l d  
r e ce ive $ 200 when i t  was h i s  turn t o  rece ive the member ' s 
cont r ibution . 
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Kuman and K i a . B y  Bo t t ' s  ( 1 95 7 : 44 ,  45 ) de f in i t ion we can s ay 
that they had a l e s s  s egregat e d  conj ugal r o l e- re l at ionship 
than Kuman and Kia . 

D ie h ad the s ame l ar ge kin group a s  Kuman , and was a p ar t  
o f  the l ar ge s o c i a l  group ing o f  Chimbu in P o r t  More sby . He 
w ant ed to move into a Hous ing C ommi s s ion hou s e  so that h i s  
and Mol ' s  kin c ou l d  spend mor e t ime v i s i t ing them . H e  p l ayed 
c ar d s  and gamb l ed and t a l ked ab out ma t t er s of mut u a l  int er e s t  
b u t  the actual con t ent o f  h i s  s o c i a l  r e l at ion shi p s  w i th the 
C h imbu wa s r ather d i f fer ent to that of Kuman . Th i s  wa s ind i­
cated t o  me in a number of d i f ferent way s a nd was due , I 
b e l ieve , t o  d i f ference s in the pe r sona l i t i e s  o f  the two men . 

When Ch imbu c ame t o  the i n s t itut ion ( ab ou t  a mi l e  out o f  
t own ) whe re Kuman and D ie and the ir fami l ie s  l ived ,  with the 
excep t ion o f  Mol ' s  kinsmen t he y  a lway s went t o  Kuman ' s  hou s e  
and i f  t h e y  s aw D i e  i t  woul d  be b e c au s e  he h a d  gone down t o  
Kuman ' s  hou se t o  s e e  them .  D ie ,  I found , wa s a b i t  o f  a j oke 
among h i s  kin smen , mainl y  b e cau se o f  h i s  many amor ou s  inter­
e s t s  and adventure s . 1 The s e , it s eems , d id not cont inue in 
Por t Mor e sby be cau s e  ' the gir l s  here want t o o  mu ch money , even 
the o l d  one s . . . .  And I might get s i ck ' . But he ma int a i ned hi s 
intere s t  and he l ike d t o  t a l k  about t he seamy s ide o f  l i fe in 
Port Mor e sby , wh i ch s ome t ime s annoyed Mol . 

D i e had one Papuan fr i end whom he met when he wa s in Port 
More sby s ome year s ago . Th i s  man c ame from the Ko iar i ar ea 
inl and fr om Por t Mor e sby , and the ir s was s t r i c t l y  a t r a d ing 
and e c onomic r e l a t i o n ship . Die went to thi s man ' s p l ace to 
l ook for feather s for t rad i t ional g i f� - exchange s in Chimbu ; 2 
D ie p a id h im for the feathe r s  and . gave h im !f!.ea l s when he 
v i s it ed the c i ty . D ie s ome t ime s p l ayed car d s  wit� ·Pap u an s in 
t own , but he re garded such re l at i on sh ip s a s  s t r i c t l y  bu s ine s s , 
for the purpo s e , he hoped , o f  making money . For D ie there 
was not very much mor e  to l i fe than bus ine s s  and g i r l s ,  a l ­
though a s  h e  wa s ge t t ing o l der he s e emed t o  b e  deve l op ing an 

A s  ment ioned in Chap t er 2 , i t  i s  c on s idered we akening and 
und e s i r ab l e  for Chimbu men to h ave much a s s o c i at ion or 
phy s ical cont a c t  wi th women . Th i s  was not nece s s ar i l y  the 
o n l y  r e a s on for p e op l e  n o t  r e garding D ie in a very ser i o u s  
l ight b u t  i t  was cert ainly a very imp or t ant f a c t or . 
2 Many Ch imbu in P or t More sby have s imi l ar r e l at ionsh ip s  with 
G o i l a l a  and Ke rema peop l e . 
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emot io n al r e l at ionship w i t h  Mol . 1 Kuman wa s e conomical l y  
o r ient a t e d , a s  ar e a l l C h imbu , b u t  he a l s o  h ad a f e e l ing for 
p eop l e , and h i s  r e l at i onsh i p s with non- kin were more than 
s imp l y  e conomic in cont ent . Perhap s he got so much emo t ional 
s at i s fact ion fr om h i s  deal ing s w i th t he many p eo p l e  in h i s  
soc i a l  ne twork that h e  d i d  not need t o  depend upon h i s  w i fe 
( and chi l dr en ) for emo t i onal sat i s fact ion . 

D ie and Mo l h ad a much mor e comb ined ne twor k t han d id K i a  
and Kuman , and a l though Mo l d id n o t  have mu ch con t a c t  w i th 
D ie ' s  P apuan fr iend s she did s e e  them s ome t ime s . Mo l spoke 
P idgin , but her s o c i a l  r e l a t ionsh i p s  were al l with Chimbu , 
her own r e l at ive s and s ome o f  the Ch imbu working a s  d ome s t i c  
s ervant s t o  s t a f f  memb er s  o f  the ins t i tu t ion whe r e  D ie wor ked . 
Mo s t  o f  the se peop l e  know one another and a l so knew many o f  
the men i n  D ie ' s  s o c i a l  ne twork , but they c annot b e  de s cr ibed 
a s  an encap su l a t ing s oc i a l  group , even though they d i d  carry 
out a few t r ad i t ional act ivi t i e s  t oge ther . 

Apar t f r om the ir v i s i t s t o  the ho s p i t a l  and their work 
r e l at i on sh ip s wi th the ir emp l oyer s ,  ne i ther of the s e  coup l e s  
had any r e l at io n sh i p s  o f  the typ e  B o t t  c al l s  ' formal ' r e l at ion­
ship s , i . e . , with chur ch group s , women ' s  c l ub s , s p or t s  t e am s . 
For the mo s t  part D ie and Mo l had a comb ined c l o s e - kn i t  s o c ia l  
ne twor k o f  Chimbu , b u t  D ie had an add i t ional l oo se- kn i t  s e c­
t i on o f  e c onom i c  r e l a t ionship s wi th var i ou s P apuan s , mo s t  o f  
whom Mo l knew but with whom she had l it t l e  d i r e c t  interact ion . 
B e cau se she u su al l y  went around with her hu s b and , Mol h ad much 
more d ir e c t  c on t a c t  w i th her af f inal r e l at ive s than did K i a , 
who kept in the b ackground when Kuman ' s  r e l at ive s came t o  
v i s i t  him . 

A l ar ge p ar t  o f  Kuman ' s  s o c i a l  ne twor k wa s the s ame a s  tha t 
o f  D ie and Mol and there fore had the s ame degree o f  c onnec t e d­
ne s s  ( or den s i t y ) a l though t he re l at ionship s were d i f ferent in 
cont ent . However ,  Kuman had a l ar ger , mor e w ide s p r e ad network 
than D ie , a network whi ch wa s har d l y  shared with Kia at a l l .  
The ir s wa s a mor e  segregated ne twork ,  j u s t  a s  the i r  conj ugal 
r o l e- re l at ionship wa s more segregated than that o f  Die and Mo l .  
D i f fe r ence s in the per s onal i t i e s  o f  the two hu s b and s ,  with 
c on s equent d i f ference s in t he ir per s onal d e c i s i on s  and cho i ce s , 
l ar ge ly account for the d i f ference s in the ir s o c i a l  ne tworks 

1 I n  1 9 7 3 they had a b i g quarr e l  over one o f  D ie ' s  previou s 
wive s who c ame down to P or t  More sby and expre s se d  a de s ire t o  
r emarry . D ie . Mol r e t ur ned t o  C h imbu but exp e ct e d  t o  c ome b ac k  
a ft er o n e  year . In t he me ant ime , t he pr evi ou s wi fe wa s marr ied 
to s omeone e l s e . 



and in the degree o f  conj ugal r ol e  s e gre gat ion o f  the two 
coup l e s  in a s o c i e ty wher e  the s o c i a l i s a t ion o f  peop l e  i s  
r e l at ive l y  uni form and s i tuat iona l  fact or s ar e s imi l ar . Re­
l a ted to thi s d i f ference in the hu sband s were the p e r s onal ­
i t i e s  o f  their wive s and how they r e ac t e d  t o  the ir hu sb and s ' 
p er s onal i t ie s . 
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Chapt er 6 

S o c i al cat e gory II f ami l ie s  

Intr oduc t i on 
No s pe c i f i c  fe atur e s  in the l i fe- s ty l e s  o f  a l l the cat egory 

I I  f ami l ie s  d i f fer ent i at ed t hem fr om the f ami l i e s  in the other 
two s o c i a l  c a t e gor ie s .  The d i f ferent i at i ng chara c t er i s t i c s  
were spe c i f i c  t o  e a ch fami l y , but i n  a l l  c a s e s  the r e  was a 
mu ch sharper d i s t inc t ion b etwe en the f ami l ie s  in c at e gor i e s I I  
and I I I  than there wa s b e twe en the fami l ie s  i n  c a t egor i e s I I  
and I .  

D ome s t i c  l i fe 
The fami l ie s  in s o c ial cate gory I I  had a h igher s t andard 

of hou se , mor e  mat e r i a l  p o s s e s s ions and a h i gher income than 
mo s t  but not al l of the f ami l ie s  in s o c i a l  c a t e gory I .  The ir 
h ou s e s  h ad running wat er and e l e c t r i c  p owe r , wood or ker o sene 
s t ove s , and tub s for wa sh ing c l o t he s . Two fami l ie s  r e gu l a r l y  
a t e  o f f  t ab l e s , wh i l e  two u su a l ly sat on t h e  f l oor t o  eat . 
Al l s l ep t  on bed s  but none u sed shee t s . H owever , in sp i t e  o f  
the s e  mat e r i al advant age s ,  t he ir d ome s t ic l i fe was very s imi l ar 
t o  that o f  the s o c i a l  category I fami l ie s ,  exce p t  that not so 
many kin were regu l ar ly invo lved . 

Chi l dr en 
T o  a l ar ge degr e e  the comment s on chi l dr e n  and chi l d  c ar e  

o f  the s o c i al c a tegory I f am i l ie s  app l ied equ a l l y  t o  s o c i a l  
c a t e gory I I  fami l ie s . l One c oup l e  n o  l onger t ook the ir sma l l  
chi l d  t o  the p i cture s a f t er she had b e c ome fr i gh t ened and had 
nightmare s .  The two e l der chi l dren o f  one cou p l e  were b e ing 
br ought up by the hu sb and ' s  s i s ter . The younger one somet ime s 
v i s i t e d  h i s  p ar ent s ,  but the o l der one had a lmo s t  no d ir e c t  
cont a c t  wi th them . However , the p ar e nt s s a i d  th e b o y s  were 
s t i l l  the ir s be c au s e  they o c c a s i onal l y  gave them p o cke t money 

1 S ee pp . 5 5 , 5 7 - 8 . 
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P l a t e  1 1 . Low- covenant hou s e s in an army comp ound . 

and c l othe s . Th i s  examp l e  i l l u s t r a t e s  the very d i r e c t  r e lation­
ship be tween e c onom i c  and ' l egal ' t ie s  in Ch imbu s o c ia l  or gan­
i s a t i on ,  a re l at i on ship wh i ch pervade s Ch imbu th inking . l 

Po l ygyny 
One of the hu sb and s who had two daughter s s a id that i f  hi s 

wi fe had ano the r daugh t e r  it me ant she had t oo mu ch fema l e  
b l ood i n  her . H e  wou l d  marry a s e c ond wi fe , b e coming a p o l yg­
yn i s t ,  in order to h ave a s on . 2 He c l a ime d it wa s in prepar ­
at i on for thi s eventua l i ty that h e  had re fu sed t o  marry in 
chur ch a l though he wa s pr ev i ou s l y a catech i s t  and s t i l l had 
c l o s e  t ie s  wi th the chur ch . 3 

The other hu sb and s and wive s in th i s  so c i a l cat egory s a id 
that they we re not intere s t e d  in p o l ygyny , g iv ing e i ther 
e conomic or r e l i g iou s r ea son s . 

S e e  al s o  p . 8 1 . 
2 Men want sons b e c au s e  tr ad i t i onal ly they r emain p ar t  o f  their 
fathe r ' s  c l an and l ive and wor k near t o  them due t o  l and t i e s . 
D au ght e r s marry out o f  their nat al gr oup and go t o  l ive on 
t he i r  hu sband ' s  l and . I t  i s  sons , pr imar i ly , who l oo k  a ft e r  
the ir father s in o l d  age . 
3 Hu sband K in s o c i al catego r y  I, who se wi fe wa s b arren , made 
a s imil ar cl aim in exp l aining why he did not have a chur ch 
mar r i age . He , t o o , had b een a cat e chi s t . 
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S o c i al ne tworks 
The fam i l ie s in thi s  cat e gory wer e  mor e  ind ivi duat ed than 

t ho s e  in c a t egory I ,  but l e s s  ind ividu a t ed than tho s e  in cat e ­
gory I I I . They h a d  smal l er , l e s s  den s e  s o c i a l  ne twork s  o f  kin 
t han did the fami l ie s  in category I ,  and wer e  not s o  dependent 
upon the ir kin for a number of r e a s ons . Three of the hu sban d s  
h ad j ob s  where they wer e given l e ave f are s by the ir emp l oyer s ,  
so they d i d  not need t o  a sk their re l at ive s for money t o  pur­
cha s e  p l ane t i cke t s  to Chimbu i f  they wi she d t o  g o  home . Two 
hu sband s acce p t e d , to varying degr e e , the army ' s ideo l o gy 
that a s o l d i e r ' s  so c i al r e l at ionship s shou l d  b e  wi th o ther 
s o ld ier s r ather than with h i s  own tribe smen , and that in t ime s 
o f  need the army r ather than h i s kin smen woul d  t ake c are o f  
h im . l One of the hu sband s claimed th at the Chimbu who v i s it ed 
h i s  hou se a l l c ame to s e e  h i s wife . Fear o f  wit chcr a f t  repr i ­
s a l s a s  a con sequence o f  f l out ing kin sh ip ob l i gat ions wa s not 
an imp o r t an t  con s iderat ion for the s e  fami l i e s  whi l e  they l ived 
in Por t More sby . 

Army r egu l at ions d e t e rmine who may l ive in the hou s e s  o f  
i t s  s o l d ier s and for how l ong . In so c i a l  cate gor y I some 
p eop l e  who h ad kin working for the army wer e  a fr a i d  t o  v i s it 
t he army comp ound at any t ime a l though the r e  was no r e s t r i c­
t ion on su ch v i s i t ing dur ing the day . C onver s e l y  a f amily in 
c a t e gory I I I  frequent ly ob t ained p e rmi s s i on to s t ay with 
r e l at ive s in the army . 

Tho s e  c a t e gory I I  hu sb and s who wer e  n o t  emp l oyed by the 
army had both evi c ted kin smen from the ir hou se s a t  some t ime . 
I n  one c a se i t  was on the ground s that t he kin sman , al t hough 
working , wa s cont r ibut ing noth ing t o  the hou seho l d  - a common 
o c currence in s o c ial c a t e gory I fami l i e s  but one whi ch d id 
not l e ad t o  t he kin sman b e ing evi c te d . Another hu sband s a id 
that he had ev i c t e d  hi s kinsman and fami l y  b e cau s e  ' th i s  man 
and h i s  fr iend s were a lways ge t t ing drunk and creat ing d i s ­
turbance s ' .  One o f  t he wive s ev i c t e d  her r e l at ive s b e c au s e  
she c l a imed , ' they had l e ft her b aby t o  cry when she and her 
hu sb and had gone to t he ho sp i t al ' .  

The hu sband s , and s ome o f  the wive s ,  in cate gor y I I  had 
more s o c i a l  r e l at i o n sh ip s wi th non- C h imbu than did t h e  
c oup l e s  in cate gory I .  Hu s b and s spent more t ime with wor k­
mat e s  o f  any t r ib a l  or i g in . One fami l y , whi ch l ived in a 

1 Th i s  i s  the i d e o l o gy g iven by the men them s e lve s .  I am not 
in a p o s i t ion to s ay whe the r the army autho r i t ie s woul d  accept 
i t  a s  p ar t  o f  the ir ideo l o gy . I not ed a number o f  excep t ions 
in pr act ice by the hu sb and s making thi s c l aim .  
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l ow- co s t  hou s ing s e t t lement , had cl o se t i e s  with a numb er o f  
ne i ghbour s ,  none o f  whom wer e Chimbu . Th i s  p ar t i cu l ar fami ly 
had l ived in P or t  Mor e s by for many year s and in the i r  p r e sent 
hou se for ove r  five year s , and s ome of the i r  ne ighb our s had 
b een l iv ing ne ar them f or s everal ye ar s .  C ar d- p l ay ing was one 
o f  the main re a son s  for the s e  s o c i a l  t ie s . In contr a s t , two 
wive s h ad a lmo s t  no s o c i a l  cont act with non- C h imbu women and 
one gave up p lay in g  b a s ke t ba l l  b e cau s e , she s a id , the P apuan 
women dominated the t e ams and were not fr i end l y  t oward s the 
Chimbu women who cou l d  not p l ay s o  we l l . I 

S ome o f  the fami l ie s  had a few s o c ial r e l at ion ship s o f  the 
t ype that Bo t t  de s cribe s as forma l s o c ial r e l at i on ship s .  
The s e  wer e  bu s ine s s  and p r o fe s s i ona l re l at ionship s .  Thr e e  
f ami l ie s  h a d  forma l r e l a t i o n sh i p s  with per sonne l o f  the i r  
church . One famil y h a d  s ome cont a c t  with . the i r  daught e r ' s  
t e acher and another h ad r e gul ar c on t a c t  wi th nur s ing s i s t er s  
a t  an in fant we l fare cl ini c , al though the l at t e r  p er s onnel 
ch anged frequen t l y . 

To summar i se , the ma in d i f ference in the s o c i a l  ne twor ks 
of the s o c i a l  c at e gory I and I I  f ami l i e s  wa s that in the l at t e r  
there wa s le s s  empha s i s  on k i n  r e l at i on ship s and mor e  l oo s e l y  
kni t  formal and informa l s o c ial r e l at i o n ship s wi th non- Chimbu . 
Th i s  d imun i t ion in t he impor t ance o f  kin in the s o c i al r ela t ion­
ship s o f  the s e  fami l i e s  seemed t o  have l it t l e  e f fe ct on con­
j ug a l  r e l at ion sh i p s  but d i d  a f fe ct fami l y  organ i sat ion and per ­
m i t  the fami l i e s  more free dom o.f cho i ce i n  spend ing the i r  money o 
The con j ugal rel at ionsh i p s o f  the s e  fami l ie s  were a s  segregated 
a s  mo s t  of tho s e  in social category I .  One cou p l e  o ft e n  wat ch­
ed f o o tb a l l mat che s t oge ther and two coup l e s  fr equ ent l y  went 
t o  chu r ch t og e the r . In cont r a s t , o ne hu sband re fu sed t o  go t o  
pub l ic g athe r ing s with .. h i s  w i fe he cau s e , he said , ' she t a l ks 
t oo mu ch ' . In thr e e  o f  the four f ami l ie s  the s p ou se s  spent 
very l it t le t ime t o ge the r . 

Due t o  the general s imi l ar i t i e s  in the l i fe- s ty l e  and s oc i a l  
r e l at ionship s o f  category I and I I  f ami l ie s , a de t ai l ed c a s e­
h i s t or y  o f  a s o c i a l  c a t e gor y I I  fami l y  i s  no t incl uded in thi s 
p r e s ent at ion . 

The wi fe in one o f  the fami l ie s  wh i ch changed r e s i den ce 
dur ing the r e s e ar ch per iod quickly b e c ame fr iend s wi th her 
ne ighb our s fr om Mad ang . 
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S o c i a l  cat egory I I I  f ami l ie s  

Int r odu c t i on 
Onl y  t hr ee fami l ie s  wer e  inc l uded in category I I I . I n  only 

two of the f ive s oph i s t i c a t e d  fami l ie s  I came in con t a c t  wi th 
in Port More sby were b oth hu s b an d  and wi fe ful l - b l ooded Chimbu . 
O f  the three fam i l i e s I incl uded , one o f  the hu s b and s had l e ft 
h i s  v i l l age t o  go away t o  s chool when he w a s  e i ght y e ar s o l d  
and t he o ther two hu s b and s b oth went t o  s e condary b oar d ing 
s choo l s e i ther in Au s tr al i a  or in P apua New Gu ine a . A l l thr ee 
hu sb and s had v i s i te d  Au s t r al i a . One w i fe had b een b r ou ght up 
on a mi s s i on s t at ion and educated in a boardin g  s chool ; another 
t r ave l l ed to a number of d i f ferent governmen t  s t at i ons wi th her 
p ar ent s ( her fathe r  was a government emp l oye e )  and went t o  
d i f fe r ent s choo l s .  The th ir d w i fe l e ft home t o  g o  t o  h igh 
s ch o o l  and for t er t i ary t r a ining , but came home r e gu l ar l y for · 
h o l iday s . 

Al l the s e  coup l e s  spoke E ngl i sh we l l . Two coup l e s  spoke 
E ng l i sh a t  home b e c au s e  they wanted the i r  chi l dr e n  to l earn 
Engl i sh .  Two l ived in h i gh- co s t  hou s ing with We s t ern- t ype 
furnitur e , and al l r egu l ar ly u s ed chair s and t ab l e s . They 
l ived as nuc l e ar fami l i e s  without r e l at ive s , b ut the wive s d i d  
not fee l  l one l y  or nervou s dur ing t h e  d ay . One w i fe wa s wor k­
ing fu l l - t ime , and the other two , in addi t ion to hou s ewor k and 
chi l d  c ar e , supp l emented t he ir hu sband ' s  income by making 
c l o the s for s a l e . 

In sp i t e  o f  the re l at ive l y  we l l  p a i d  p o s it ion s that two o f  
the hu s b and s had , t hey exp e c t e d , hop ed , eventua l ly t o  r e turn 
to the h i g� l and s t o  l ive and work . To thi s end b o th wer e  
int ere s t e d  i n  maint aining or ob t aining r ight s in l and . L and 
i s  in shor t supp l y  in the Chimbu . One hu s b and had inher i t e d  
s ome , whi ch he s t i l l owned , b u t  he was worr i ed t h a t  he might 
l o se it i f  he did not e s t ab l i sh h i s r igh t s by wor king the l and . 
The o ther hu sb and had g iven h i s  l and t o  one o f  hi s b r o ther s .  
C on seque n t l y  b o th he and h i s  wi fe wer e  ove r j oyed when the hu s ­
b and o f  a cou s in who h a d  p l enty o f  l and in ano ther par t o f  the 
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h i ghl and s o f fered them a s i z ab l e  por t ion there with arr ange­
ment s for ind ividual t it l e  t o  the l and . Th i s  l and repre sented 
s e cur i t y  and the opp ortun i t y  t o  wor k for one s e l f r a ther than 
for an emp l oyer . 

Marr i age r i t e s  
A l l three fami l ie s  had free- cho ice marr iage s , a l t hough in 

one i n s t ance the init i a l  sugge s t ion came from t h e  paren t s o f  
both the gir l and the b oy and i n  ano ther c a s e  exp a t r i a t e  
t e acher s sugge s t e d  t o  t h e  young man t h a t  th i s  p ar t i cu l ar g i r l  
might make a su i t ab l e  wi fe for h im .  He fo l l owed up the sug­
ge s t i on by wr i t ing to t he g ir l . The third coup l e  had t o  over­
c ome a c e r t a i n  amount of oppo s i t ion from the g i r l ' s  parent s 
and kin be for e their marr i age wa s agre e d  t o . 

Two hu s b and s and a l l thr e e  wive s were p r ac t i s ing Chr i s t ian s ; 
two c oup l e s h ad b een mar r i e d  in chur ch a s  we l l  a s  accord ing t o  
t r ad i t i ona l r i t e s . I n  one c a se no br idepr i ce wa s a sked f o r  t he 
gir l b e c au s e  the pro sp e c t ive hu sb and wa s a s t udent , and b e cau s e  
the g i r l ' s  father wa s s at i s fied wi th a very h i gh br ide p r i ce 
th at he had r e ce ived for h i s  other d aught e r . l Th i s  at t i tude 
was f ar r emoved from the tr ad i t i ona l Ch imbu a t t i t ude , and seem­
ed t o  ind i ca t e  an exp e c t at i on expr e s sed in o ther c a t egory I I I  
fami l ie s  ( but not i n  the o ther s o c i a l  cat e gor ie s ) that a young 
man t oday shou l d  be r e s p o n s ib l e  for p aying hi s own br idepr i ce . 
P ar tl y  be cau s e  thi s par t i cu l ar boy wa s  unab l e  t o  pay , the g i r l ' s  
f a ther sugge s ted that no br idep r i ce be g iven . One o f  the other 
hu s b and s paid br idepr i ce for h i s  wi fe hims e l f ,  at the t ime o f  
h i s  marr i a ge , 2 and the third p ai d  hi s own , with the hel p o f  

Th i s  father cou l d  make h i s  own d�ci s i on about the br id epr i ce 
for h i s  dau ghter becau s e  she had been br ought up in b o ard ing 
s choo l s  from an ear l y  age . In th i s  p ar t  o f  the Chimbu , I wa s 
t o l d  by the w i fe concerned , r·e l a t ive s su ch . a s uncl e s  u sual l y  
make con s ider ab l e cont r ibut ions t owar d s  the feed ing and de cor­
a t ion o f  young g ir l s ,  in the expe c t at ion of be ing repaid when 
her br idepr i ce i s  r e ce ived . In th i s  p ar t i cul ar c a s e  the unc l e  
w a s  not very happy t o  l e t  the g i r l  go without br idepr i ce , but 
he cou l d  not argue with the gir l ' s  father be cau se he had not 
con t r ibu t e d  to her upkeep nor given he r pre sent s ,  a s  she had 
been away a t  s choo l . Th i s  wa s a new s i tuat i oh and way o f  
t h inking for the Chimbu . 
2 Thi s  wou l d  enhance hi s pr e s t i ge among h i s  own kin sme n and 
at the s ame t ime , a l though th i s  may not have been a con s c io u s  
mot ive , wou l d  mean t h a t  h e  wa s n o t  p l aced under an ob l i gat ion 
to those kinsmen who might otherwi se h ave contr ibut ed t owar d s  
h i s  br i de p ayme nt . 
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P l at e  1 2 . H i gh- c ovenant a c c ommo d a t i on wi th a l l modern 
c onvenience s ,  s imi l ar to that l ived in by two c a t e gory 
I I I  f ami l ie s . 

o ne unc l e , s ome year s a ft e r  he had marr i ed ' t o make my wi fe ' s 
r e l at ive s happy ' .  

In s ome A f r i c an s o c ie t ie s  i t  ha s b e c ome cu s t omary for un­
e du cated and l i t t l e  edu c a t ed young men t o  g ive up their t r a­
d i t ional r o l e s  and go t o  the t own s t o  wor k  f or wage s in o r der 
to p ay the ir own b r i depr i ce ( Phi l l ip s  1 953 , Ye l d  1 9 6 7 ) . I 
not iced no s u ch trend among the c a t e gory I fami l ie s in P o r t  
Mor e sby . Indeed , t h e  kinsmen o f  o n e  o f  t h e  younge r hu sband s 
in th i s  gr oup p a id for h i s b r ide , and the fare for the g i r l  
and the b oy ' s  fathe r  t o  come t o  Por t More sby , wi thout the 
b r idegr oom p ar t ic ipat ing in any way . I am not sure that he 
knew that he was about t o  be mar r ied . 

P o lygyny 
P o l ygyny is usual l y  regarded as b e ing incompat ib l e  wi th a 

c omp an ionate marr i age ( C l igne t and Sween 1 9 6 9 ) whe re the con­
j ug a l  r o l e- re l at ion sh ip i s  a j o int one . However , s ome hu s b and s 
and wive s in c a t e go ry I I I , who showe d evidence o f  a j o int con­
j ug a l  r e l at ion ship , expre s se d  amb iva lent v iews on th i s  form o f  
marr i age . None o f  the hu sband s had been p o l ygyni s t s ,  but the 
fathe r o f  one hu sband had been a f ight l e ader wi th many wive s ,  
and the unc l e  o f  one o f  t he w iv e s  had been a p o l ygyni s t . Both 
the s e  men wer e  admir ed b y  the husbands c onc erne d . 



8 3  

One husband s a i d  that h e  s aw nothing wr ong i n  p o l ygyny but 
tha t h e  woul d not want t o  indul ge in i t  because it wou l d  up s e t  
h i s  wi fe and h e  woul d not want t o  do tha t . ' And ' , h e  c ont inued , 
' C oul d I a f f or d  i t ?  Pr obab l y  not . And why shoul d I have more 
than one wi f e ?  No , I ' m not rea l l y  in favour o f  i t , but I know 
s ome educ a t e d ,  even h i gh - s chool e ducate d ,  men who have s evera l  
wive s ' .  

Another husband s a i d :  
I t ' s  not moder n ! [He want s t o  b e  modern . ]  Tho s e  
e duc a t e d  m e n  who have mor e t han one wi f e  a r e  no t 
rea l ly e duca t e d . I t ' s  not wr ong ; i t  de pends upon 
c ir c um s t anc e s , par t i c u l a r l y  ec onom i c  c ir c um s tance s .  
And a man mu s t  c on s i der arrangeme nt s .  I f  a man 
i s  r ich he can do wha t  he l ikes , but he ha s to c on­
s i der fam i l y  arrangeme n t s . He m i ght s t i l l  face 
prob l ems . No , p o lygyny is not very good , and b e ­
s i de s , m y  wi fe wou l d  k i l l me ! ! �  [ j oking] . 

One o f  the wive s b e gan her di s cu s s ion o f  p o lygyny by s ta t ­
ing the churc h ' s  oppos i t i on , and then di scus s e d  her own exper i ­
e nc e s  i n  r e l a t ion t o  p o lygyny : 

I f  a man want s t o  b ec ome a church member he mu s t  
kee p  onl y  one wi fe . Th i s  i s  very hard f or the 
other wive s , unl e s s  they have gr own-up ch i l dr en to 
l ook a f t e r  them . An unc l e  of mine ha d f our wive s , 
and they were a l l happy . He l ove d them a l l  and 
wa s no t wi l l i ng t o  g ive up any of them a l though he 
wanted to j oin the chur ch . N o , the r e  i s  nothing 
wrong in having more than one wi fe . . .  [ pau s e ] but 
I wou l dn ' t want my husband to take another wi fe ; 
then he m i ght not think of me a nd my chi l dren . 
But i f  I d i dn ' t have any chi l dren and he want e d  
another wi fe in or der t o  have ch i l dren , I woul d 
l e t  h im . [A pau s e . ]  Otherwi s e  he m i gh t  k i l l  me 
[ s e r i ous ] . 

The se v i ews o f  pe o p l e  wh o have s pent many year s away from 
t r a di t i onal Chimbu s oc i e t y  and inf l uence s ,  re f l ec t  the prag­
ma t ic Ch imbu c oncept o f  the marr iage r el a t i onshi p in t erms of 
prac t ic a l  e c onomi c s ,  fam i l y  arrangement s and the pr o du c t i on 
o f  chi l dren , c ontra s t ing with the i dea l i sm o f  the We s tern 
i de o l ogy o f  the c ornpanionat e  mar r i a ge . Ther e wa s no sugge s t ­
i on tha t p o l ygyny wa s mora l ly wr ong . The view that i t  wa s a 

man ' s r igh t  t o  have chi l dren , c oup l e d  wi th the fear o f  be ing 
k i l l ed e i ther phy s i c a l l y  or by wi t chcra f t , in the c ir c um s t an­
c e s  quo te d ,  are s tr i c t l y  Chimbu conc e p t s .  But the We s tern 
c oncep t  of l ove wa s a l s o  expr e s s e d  s evera l  t ime s : not want ing 
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to hurt one ' s wi fe , the unc l e  who l oved a ll h i s wive s s o  he 
shoul dn ' t have t o  give them up to j oin the chur ch . Whether 
l ove wa s a l s o  an e lement in the wi fe ' s c onceding that if she 
did not bear her husband any chil dren she wou l d  have to al l ow 
h im t o  t ak e  another wi fe , I am unabl e  t o  j udge . Likewi s e  i t  
i s  har d t o  interpret wha t  exactly  wa s intende d  when she s a i d  
' . . .  the n he might n o t  think o f  m e  and m y  chi l dren ' a s  a rea s on 
for no t wanting her own hu sband t o  b e  polygyni s t . 

V i ews about polygyny among category I wive s wer e  l e s s  
ambiva l en t . E ither they wer e i n  favour o f  polygyny and saw 
prac tical a dvantage s  in the prac t ic e , or they were entirely 
against  i t . ' How woul d you l ike i t ? ' a ske d one , ' I f your hus­
band bui l t  a new hou s e  f or the other wi fe , but not f or you ? ' 
But another s ai d ,  ' I  am o l d  now . Let  him t ake a young wi fe 
to he l p  me l ook a ft er the chi l dr en ' . M o s t  husbands who wer e 
not alrea dy polygyni s t s  s impl y  s ta t e d  t ha t  the church forbade 
them to have more than one wi fe , but that i f  it  did not , then 
when they went back to Chimbu they wou l d  marry more wive s . 

C l i gnet and Sween ( 1 9 69 ) , in the ir s tu dy o f  s oc ial change 
and the inc i dence of polygyny in Abi d j an , found that it wa s 
not alway s among the mo s t  modern r e s i den t s  that the inc i denc e 
o f  polygyny wa s l owe st . H owever , the empha s i s and va lue placed 
on polygyny s e ems t o  have been much greater in Afric an than in 
Papua New Guinean t ra d i t i ona l s o c i e t ie s . 

Chi l dren 

Category I I I  p arent s t ook a great inter e s t  in the ir chi l ­
dren . They p l ayed with them , read chil dren ' s b ooks wi th them , 
l ooked f or suitabl e  pic t ur e s  a t  the drive - in theatre t o  take 
them t o , and put on b ir th day par t i e s  f or them , a l l  the s e  
a c t ivit ie s  b e ing carr i e d  out o n  a fami ly b a si s . The s e  par ent s 
had amb i t ions for the ir chi l dr en , t o o : they wante d them t o  
l earn Engl i sh at a n  ear l y  a ge and g o  t o  pr imary ' A '  s chool s 1 

rather than ' T '  s chool s because t2ey thought that thi s woul d 
e quip them better f or the future . F or thi s  rea s on they wou l d  

1 S chool s  t each ing the s ame · syl l abus  a s  th a t  t aught i n  pr imary 
school s in New S outh Wale s  instead o f  the T err i t ory pr imary 
s chool syl l abu s . Chi l dren who att end pr imary ' A '  s chool s have 
to s peak Engl i sh fluent ly . 
2 The s e  s chool s were int ende d  init ial ly t o  be for ove r s ea s  
chi l dr en . H owever , in  January 1 9 7 3  the government s tated  that 

, fr om 1 9 74 onwar d s  it woul d not permit Papua New Guinean chi l ­
dren t o  a t t end ' A '  syl l abus  s chool s .  I t  want s a s i ngle type 
of e ducat i on for a l l  Papua New Guinean chi l dr en ( Po s t-Courier , 
2 6  January 1 9 7 3 ) . 



be unwil l ing t o  be posted t o  centre s  which di d not h ave a 
pr imary ' A '  s chool . 

Indivi dua t ion 
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I n  c ompar i s on wi th the famil i e s  in s ocial category I ,  the 
cat egory I I I  fami l ie s  were much more indivi duated , both phy s i­
c a l l y  and s oc ial l y . Famil ie s  in category I who l ived in 
hou sehol ds c omp o s e d  o f  one nuc l ear family , plus  perhap s one 
c l o se r e l a t ive , l ive d that way becaus e  o f  externa l ly imposed 
r egulat ions and not  from their own choic e . The fam i l i e s  in  
cate gory I I I  l ived a s  nuc l ear famil ie s  from their  own choice . 
Each in their own way had deal t  with the pr ob l em o f  obl iga ­
t ions t o  kinsmen and peopl e from the ir par t o f  the Chimbu . 1 

Phy s i cal s epar a t i on inhibited s oc ial  dependence , par t icu­
larly among people who did not have thei r  own means o f  trans­
port and who had l it t l e  or no money t o  pay f or pub l ic trans ­
port in such a scatter e d  t own a s  P or t  More sby . 2 The l ar ge 
h ome s  o f  two o f  the category I I I  famil ies  woul d probab l y  have 
inhibi t e d  s ome of the ir c lansmen and prevented them from 
vi s it ing , par t icularly tho s e  who were not c l o sely rel ated and 
therefore did not have a s trong ent i t l ement to a s s i s t ance from 
their more fortunat e  kinsmen . I t  woul d have been di ff icul t  
t o  f ind the house s i n  high-co s t  areas , areas with which un­
s oph i s t icated c l ansmen might no t b e  fami l iar . Such fac t or s  
dimini she d  the demands made upon the category I I I  fami l ie s . 

Al l three cate gory I I I  husbands dec lared that they did not 
bel i eve in wit chcraft  or s orcery, so that fear of reta l ia t i on 
for not giving a i d  t o  kin woul d not have made i t  d i f ficul t t o  
r e fuse r e que s t s . Two of the wives b e l i eve d that witchcraft  
and s or cery were e f fect ive in the h ighl ands , but di d not  think 
that they exi s t e d  among the Chimbu in Por t  More sby . 

One husband , who had poli t ical a spirat i ons , s a i d  that i t  
woul d be b a d  t o  l os e  one ' s reputat i on b y  not a s s i s t ing kin , 
but h i s  wife , who had f ew r e l a t ive s in Port More sby , wa s not 
very sympa thet ic t owards her husband giving a s s i s tance to h i s  
rela t ive s . 

Two o f  the three famil ie s  h ad their own car and the thir d 
ha d regul ar acce s s  t o  one . Thi s  made i t  e a sy for them t o  do 

S oc ial  category I I  famil ie s  were intermediate as far a s  
r e s i dence was c oncerned but two of the four famil ie s  h a d  t o  
obey inst i tu t i onal regulat i on s . 
2 A t  the t ime o f  thi s s tudy cheap pub l ic trans por t in Port 
M ore sby was ver y  l imi te d . Taxi s were t o o  expens ive for the 
s oc ial category I and II  famil ie s  except in emer genc i e s . 
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things out s i de the home a s  a family , i n  c ont ra s t  t o  the cate­
gory I and I I  famil ie s  who had transport d i f f icul t ie s . 

Soc ial networks 

Mos t of the fr iends o f  the category I I I  fami l ie s  had car s 
and vi s it e d  them on a family- t o - family ba s i s . Many o f  the se 
fami l ie s  knew and vi s it e d  one another , so there wa s a c l os e ­
knit ne twork o f  c omb ine d husband-and-wi fe s oc ia l  relat ionship s . 
The husbands and wive s in cat�gory I I I  fir s t  me t mo s t  of the ir 
friends e i ther at s chool or a t  work and most  of them were o f  
a s imilar e ducat i on l eve l . Many were related  t o  one another , 
e i ther a f f inal ly or c onsangu ineously . 

Famil ies  in cate gory I I I  s e l ec t e d  kin in P or t  More sby wit h 
whom they wi shed t o  maintain a c t ive s oc ial rel a t i onshi p s . 
M o s t  of those they interact e d  with had a t  lea st a pr imary 
school e ducat ion , and s evera l ,  both married and s ingle , formed 
part o f  a s ingl e , c l o se -kni t  s oc ial  ne twork t ogether with the 
family ' s  fr iends . 

F ormal s oc ial  r e l a t i onships were deve l ope d through the 
church or thr ough the husband ' s  work and include d  people of 
di f ferent tr ibe s and race s . S ome involve d b oth husband and 
wi fe , but many such r e l at ionsh ip s were with ei ther the husband 
or wi fe . 

J ohn and Dubei  

Thi s  family l ive d in a s oc ia l  envir onment very di f ferent 
from tha t  o f  the famil ie s  in s oc ia l  cate gory I ,  but the ir 
conj ugal role-relati onship when analysed in terms of the c on­
c e p t s  u s e d  by B o t t  seeme d to be very s imi lar to that of D ie 
and Mol in s oc ial cate gory I .  Thi s s imi l a r i ty ra i se s  a number 
o f  que s t ions in relat i on to the c oncept s u se d  and the method 
of analys i s , and t o  the relat ive importance o f  s oc ial  env ir on­
ment , e ducat ion , inc ome and per s ona l i ty fac t or s in determining 
the type of c onj uga l r ole-relationsh ip and/ or the s oc ial  net ­
wo rk o f  a husband and wi fe . 

J ohn and Dube i had been married  s even year s . They had 
three chi l dren , two o f  their own and one a dopte d daughter . 
They l ive d in a rent e d , furni she d , duplex home , one in a b l ock 
o f  e igh t . All the other home s in the b l oc k  were occupi e d  by 
expat r ia t e s . John s a i d  that they came t o  l ive here because 
it  wa s t oo noi sy in the sma l l  flat in a l ow-c o s t  hous ing s ub ­
urb where they h a d  l ive d previ ou s ly . He denied tha t h e  move d 
t o  e s cape the demands o f  r e l at ive s , but said  that the fact 
that the duplex wa s furni she d ,  wh ile a l ow-c o s t  h ou se c oul d 
only b e  rented unfurni she d , had b een a fac t or . He s a i d  tha t  



he did no t wan t  t o  buy h i s  own furni ture a s  he d i d  not know 
how much l onger he woul d be l iving in Port Moresby . 
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J ohn and Dube i di d not have any friends among the ir ne i gh­
b our s , but they were fr iendly with parent s of s ome o f  their 
s on ' s expatriate s chool fr iends at the pr imary ' A ' s chool . 
When I ca lled  a t  the house in the l ate afternoon or at week­
ends , J ohn wa s o ften out in the gar den p l aying ba l l  with 
M i tchel l .  One Saturday John and Dube i gave a birthday party 
f or the ir s on ,  having s ent out  wr it ten invi tat ions t o  Mitche l l ' s  
s chool - fr iends , and t o  the s ons and daughter s o f  the ir Papua 
New Guinean fr iends . That afternoon the tab l e  wa s l a den wi th 
cake s , j e l l ie s , sandwiche s and s oft  dr inks , and beer wa s pro­
vided f or thos e  par ent s who s taye d for the party . Ch i l dren 
in the category I and I I  fami l ie s  woul d never have experienc e d  
anything l ike t hi s  unl e s s  pos s ib l y  the ir parent s were c l o se 
kin t o  a cate gor y  I I I - type family and they were invit e d  to go 
a l ong , but thi s  wou l d  be unu sua l . Thi s wa s not s impl y  because 
birthdays were no t known among the unsophi s t icate d fami l i e s  
but becau s e  chi l d- f ocuse d  activit ies  were n o t  par t  o f  Chimbu 
cul t ure . 

The househo l d . Or igina l l y , s a i d  J ohn , he and Dube i dec i de d , 
for ec onomic r ea s ons , t o  have only one chi l d ,  but then they 
fe l t  that i t  wa s no t good that M i t che l l  had no one t o  share 
wi th , s o  they dec i de d  t o  have one more chil d o f  the ir own . 
The ir adopted daughter was Dube i ' s  younge s t  s i s ter ;l she wa s a 
t eenager who went out t o  work . She cal l e d  Dubei  ' Mum '  and 
John ' Da d ' , indicat ing that f or Chimbu the s oc ial rel at i on­
ship has pr i or i ty over the b i o l ogical one , al though of c our se 
in mo st  c a s e s  the two c oinc i de . J ohn and Dubei said they 
adop ted the gi rl  because her father , who wa s not a Chimbu ( he 
l ive d on a mi s s i on s tat i on in the Chimbu f or mo s t  o f  h i s  a dult  
l i fe and h ad mar r i ed a Chimbu woman) , .  had give n the girl  to  
h is own . people so  that they woul d not  be angry with him and 
harm him or h i s  family ( thr ough wi t chcra ft or s orcery) . J ohn 
and Dube i said that the girl wa s not happy wi th her father ' s  
peopl e s o  they s poke t o  Dube i ' s  father and he agreed t o  a l l ow 
them t o  adopt her . 

John traine d , and or i ginal l y  worke d , a s  a c l erk . In the 
pa s t  Dubei  had worked a s  a seamstre s s  in a Chine s e  tra de s t ore , 
but during the t ime o f  my r e s ear ch she wa s at home l ooking 
a fter her young daughter . She sewe d  a few c l othe s f or private 
sale . J ohn , Dube i and the t hree ch i l dr en were the only pe ople 
l iving in the dup l ex . 

A s imil ar a dop t i on o f  a wi fe ' s younger s i s ter had taken place 
in a s oc ial category I I  family . 
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F inanc ial arrangements .  J ohn t ol d  me that he d i d  not want 
any money that Dube i earne d to be used  f or famil y  or househol d 
buying . ' I ' m the father o f  the family and I must  support my 
family ! '  He s a i d  that he por t i oned out h i s earnings ( ab out 
$ 54 a f or tnigh t )  int o food money , pocket money f or Dubei  and 
Rachel ( the adop t e d  daughter ) , and mon ey for rent and e l e c ­
t r i c i ty . Thi s  arrangement was very s imil ar t o  the arrangement 
in the other category I I I  family where the husband wa s the main 
earner . In  the thir d family the wife earned more than her hus ­
band and arrangement s were a l i t t le di f ferent . 

J ohn and Dube i had separate bank acc ount s ;  B o t t  ( 1 9 7 1 : 7 1 ,  
7 9 , 2 34 )  and s ome other soc ia l  r e searche r s  use  thi s  a s  a c r i ­
t er ion o f  s e gregat i on in a family ' s  f inanc ial arrangement s .  
Th i s  i dea i s  b a s e d  on the argument that with separate acc ount s 
each spouse c ontr ol s h i s  or her money independent ly o f  the 
other s pouse . I bel ieve that t o  s ome extent thi s  mani fe s tat ion 
of independence in the s pous e s '  f inanc ial arrangement s may be 
modified  by the way t hat the spou s e s  each s pend their money . 
Each may s pend i t  for j oint needs , j o int act ivit i e s , j o int 
pl easure s .  They may r egar d i t  as family f inance even if each 
has h i s  or her money in separate acc ount s . 

When Kia earne d  money she spent i t  on her se l f or on things 
for her kin , but Kuman did not give h er a per s onal a l l owance 
even when she wa s not  earning money . There wa s no c o - operat ion 
in the handl ing of the ir f inanc e s . J ohn gave Dub e i  a per s onal 
a l l owance a s  wel l  a s  money f or food , and , s a i d  Dubei , he never 
a sked her for money . She di d ,  h owever , hel p  him s omet ime s with­
out be ing a ske d ,  by paying the r ent or the e l e c t r ic ity b i l l , 
i . e . , she hel pe d  or c o- operated with her husband on her own 
initiative . 

Rache l , who earned $ 28 a f ortnight , s omet imes b ought food 
or gave money to Dub e i  f or the purchase o f  f oo d . A t  other 
t ime s she a sked f or money i f  she nee de d  s ome . J ohn sai d that 
he wa s a lways very caut i ou s  about giving money to kinsmen who 
a ske d h im f or hel p , inquir ing a s  t o  whether they have b een 
working , and if not why not , and then dec i ding whe ther they 
mer i t e d  h i s  a s s i s tance . 

N one o f  the spou s e s  in the category I I I  fami l i e s  b e l onged 
t o  a k ampani . One o f  the husbands had gamb l e d  c ons i derably 
in the pas t , but h i s  wi fe c l a imed tha t he had now given i t  up . 
Two o f  the husban ds were moderate drinker s ,  the thi r d  sel dom 
drinking . One o f  the wive s wa s very f ond o f  wine . Kuman and 
Die in category I were only moderate dr inker s ,  but s ome of the 
other husbands in that s ocial  category drank very heavil y ,  in 
s p i te of their l ow wage s . 
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Marr iage h i s t ory . John exp l ained that he had always 
�x�ected  that he himse l f  �ould " p�y br i deprice for h i s  wi fe 
when he marr ied . Hence when he was working he alway s sent 
money home to  h i s  r e l at ive s , knowing that , in accordance with 
Chimbu cu s t om ,  they woul d  g ive h im back the exact equival ent 
when he needed it  to pay for h i s  br ide . None of the other 
hu sband s t o l d  me of doing thi s , but s ome of the hu sband s in 
cat egory I had prob ably given service s to the ir kinsmen wh i ch 
cou l d  be regarded in the s ame l ight a s  the money that J ohn 
sent to h i s  kin . 

J ohn c l a imed that he and Dubei  knew each other we l l  be fore 
the ir marr iage but thi s was through corr e spondence only . They 
f ir s t me t face to face at the t ime o f  the ir marr iage . Dube i ' s  
p arent s were against the marr iage at fir st  becau se , they s aid , 
John was real ly Dube i ' s  uncl e . Dubei s ays that she t al ked 
them int o agree ing t o  the marr iage by decl ar ing that she was 
not a true Chimbu a s  her father was not a Chimbu and she and 
her brother s and s i ster s had become member s o f  her mother ' s  
l ineage in special  cir cums t ance s ,  that i s ,  she ar gued in terms 
of b i o l ogical  not social  r e l at ionship s . 1 She and J ohn were 
marr ied both in chur ch and by trad it iona l r ite s . 

C onj ugal re lat ionship . As  ment ioned , John and Dubei  did 
many things t ogethe r  as a fami l y . I asked John what he thought 
were the char acter i s t ic s  of a good w ife , and he immediately 
sugge sted the fol l owing : she mu st  spend money for the good o f  
the who l e  fami ly and not j us t  for her se l f ; she mus t  ente r t ain 
her hu sband ' s  v i s it or s ,  even if they come at an inconvenient 
t ime ; she mu s t  be a good cook ; she should t ake p ar t  in commun­
ity a f fair s .  He wa s a l it t l e  t aken b ack at be ing a s ked what 
he thought were the charact er i s t ic s  o f  a good hu sb and . A fter 
a l it t l e  thought , he sugge sted the fol l owing , s aying 

I don ' t  know whether I do a l l  the se , but thi s i s  
what I think : He mu st  l ook a ft er h i s  wi fe and ch il ­
dren and provide them with food and c l othe s [ John 
said a wi fe needed good clothe s in Port More sby ] 

Children norma l l y  be l ong t o  the ir patril ine age except when 
the ir p arent s are d ivor ced and the hu sband is b l amed for the 
fai lure of the marr iage . Every chi l d  mu s t  b e l ong t o  a l ineage , 
but as the member s o f  Dubei ' s  father ' s  l ineage l ived far away 
and took no p ar t  in the fami ly ' s  soc ial l i fe ,  i t  wa s de c ided 
that Dubei  and her sibl ings shoul d  become member s  of the ir 
mother ' s  patr i l ineage � It was only a s  a r e sult  o f  th i s  un­
u sual circums t ance that John wou l d  be cons idered to be an 
unc l e  of Dubei . 
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and s ave money f o r  t h e  fami ly ; h e  mus t  make hi s 
wi fe and child ren happy , and go t o  part ie s or spend 
money on drink on ly a fter he has provided them with 
al l the thing s they need ; when he goe s out he 
shou l d  let h i s  wife know where he is going , a nd he 
should t ake the fami ly out to wat ch footb al l mat che s 
and t o  p ar t ie s . 

Mo st  o f  the se sugge st ion s were very d i f ferent fr om tho se 
sugge sted by hu sband s in categor ie s I and I I : for the se hu s­
band s a good wi fe shou l d  b e  obed ient and work hard ; no con­
s i s tent sugge st ions were made about a good hu sband , and many 
hu sband s found the que s t ion d i f f i cu l t  t o  answer . 

A number o f  t ime s dur ing our d i s cu s s ions John ment ioned the 
impor tance o f  hu sband and wi fe t al king thing s  over t ogethe r , 
r athe r  than ge t t ing angry about thing s and each alway s want ing 
to do s omething d i fferent . He stre s sed the imp or t ance o f  l ook­
ing a fter the chi l dren and al s o  ment ioned that a wi fe shou l d  
b e  e conomi cal . l 

In the se concep t s  o f  John ' s  there are s ome featur e s  that 
are char acter i s t ical ly Chimbu and other s whi ch seem mor e  
charact er i s t i c  o f  middl e- c l a s s  We s tern s oc iety ' s  fami ly re­
l at ion ship s . 2 The stre s s  l aid on entertaining one ' s hu sb and ' s  
r e l at ive s or v i s it or s  and on b e ing economi cal are ,  I feel , 
Chimbu trait s .  Consu l t at ion be tween hu sb and and wi fe , the 
import ance of cons ider ing the hap p ine s s  and we l fare of the 
nucl ear fami ly , the sugge st ion that a wi fe shou l d  t ake part 
in community affair s ,  seem more character i s t ic of the We stern 
compani onate- type marr iage than o f  Chimbu marr iage , with i t s  
s tr i ct d ivi s ion o f  l abour b e tween hu sb and and wi fe , and s tr e s s  
o n  patr i l ine age intere st s .  S imi l ar re spon se s  came from the 
o ther category I I I  fami l ie s . One wi fe d i s cu s sed the d i f fi­
cu l t ie s  of wive s in t own find ing way s t o  he l p  the ir hu sb and s . 
S he came t o  the conclus ion that the only way for her t o  he l p  
her hu sband was t o  b e  fr iend ly t o  hi s vi s i t or s . One hu sband 
who seemed to have been inf luenced by gl o s sy magaz ine s ,  s aid 
'A good wi fe ?  She mu s t  b e  good- l ooking . . .  very important ! 

And she mus t  be inte l l igent ! '  ' A  good hu sband ? You t e l l me ! 

1 
He t o l d  me on one o cc a s i on that he was very proud o f  Dube i 

b ecause she was s o  e conomical . 
2 

This  i s  not t o  imp ly that any o f  the se char act er i s t i c s  are 
nece s s ar ily  exc lu s ive t o  e ither Chimbu or We st ern f amil y  
r e l at ionsh ip s . 
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W e l l  . . .  for a European he mus t  have a good j ob .  For a Ch imbu 
he mu st have l ot s  o f  thing s ! 1 1 

A l l  the cat egory I I I  hu sband s he l pe d  the ir wive s with 
dome s t i c  chore s ,  although Dube i comp l ained that wh i l e  J ohn wa s 
prep ared t o  cook or he l p  l oo k  a fter the chi l dren , he wou l d  not 
c l e an the hou se .  In Ch imbu men cook cert a in type s o f  food 
( p ig , pandanu s )  and spe nd t ime with chi l dren . I d oub t that 
hou s e  c l eaning has a tradit iona l equ ivalent . Leave s  on the 
f l oor of the hou s e s  are rep l eni shed from t ime to t ime , and 
after a few year s peop le move to a new hou se a nd the o l d  hou s e  
either fal l s  down o r  i s  burnt down . 

None o f  the se coup l e s  wanted a l ar ge family . One wi fe wa s 
t aking ' the p i l l ' ,  one coup le s aid they were pract i s ing se l f­
cont.rol  and ab st aining from sexual  inter cour se , whi l e  the 
third hu sband said  that h i s  wi fe cou l d  go to the fami ly p l an­
ning cl ini c i f  she wanted t o , but he had no t ime t o  go . 2 

S o c i al networks . John had a con s iderab l e  number o f  social  
r e l at ionship s of  the t ype Bot t ca l l s  forma l external re l at ion­
ship s . The s e  were conne cted with h i s  wor k ,  his pol i t ical 
intere st s ,  h i s  church , and t o  a l e s se r  extent the ho s p i tal 
( after Mi t che l l  had had an acc ident ) and the teacher s  at 
Mit che l l ' s  s chool . Dubei al s o  had s ome external forma l re-
l at ionship s ,  s ome with the s ame peop le as John but a few with 
peop l e  whom John did not know (member s of the chur ch women ' s  
a s soc iat ion or women for whom she d id dr e s smaking ) . For the 
mo s t  p ar t  the ir s wa s a comb ined , c l o s e ly knit network o f  
fr iend s , with add i t i onal comb ined and s egregat ed formal r e­
l at ion ship s . The fr iend s were p a s t  s chool - mat e s , p a s t  or 
pre sent work-mat e s  of John ' s (many r e l ated d irect ly or through 
marri age t o  e ither John or Dube i ) , or from the kin group o f  
e i ther John o r  Dubei . John and Dubei s e l e cted whi ch members  
of  their kin group in P ort More sby they wi she d t o  maint a in 
s o c ial rel at ion ship s with , s omething which the coup l e s  in 
category I d id not u sual ly do . 

Th i s  hu sband d id not spe c i fy whe ther he wa s re ferr ing t o  
t r ad it ional , rural  Ch imbu , o r  t o  men such a s  h imsel f .  Prob ab­
ly the main d i f ference be tween the two woul d  be the type o f  
th ing s a man wou l d  need t o  have . In any event the b a s i c  
pr inc ip l e  expre s sed i s  the s ame for Ch imbu or We s t erner , be­
cau s e  al though the l atter nee d s  a good j ob primar ily for pur­
cha s ing ' things ' it may al so br ing s t atu s , et c .  However , the 
d i f ference in emphas i s  is inter e s ting . 
2 It i s  the p o l i cy o f  the fami ly p l anning programme in Papua 
N ew Gu inea t o  int erview both hu sband and wi fe . 



9 2  

In a numb er o f  re spe ct s the social  ne twork o f  John and 
Dube i was simil ar to that o f  D i e. an.d Mol . It  wa s a comb ined , 
c l o. sely kni t ne twor lc with a cor e  group. o f  kin rel at i onship s 
within it , but with s ome ext ernal r e l at ion ship s  wi th non­
C h imbu . The main d i f ference s seemed to be that J ohn and Dub e i  
s e le cted which kin they woul d  ma int ain r e l at ionship s wi th 
r ather than al l kin aut omat i cal ly b e ing part of the social 
network ,  a s  was the case with D ie and Mol . In add it ion , John 
and Dube i had many more formal social rel at ion sh ip s  than D ie 
and Mol . F inal ly , Mol had no social  r e l at ionship s with non­
Chimbu whi l e  Dub e i  had a cons ider ab l e  numb er . 

Many o f  the peop l e  wi th whom John and Dubei had formal re­
l at ionship s knew e ach other wel l ,  s o  thi s  part o f  the network 
wa s fairly c l o s e ly knit , and many o f  the se peop l e  al so knew 
John and Dubei ' s  fr iend s . Thi s  i s  a type o f  conj ugal r e l at i on­
ship and s o c ial network p at tern not seen by Bott in her s tudy : 
a j oint c onj ugal r e l at ion sh ip and a c l o s e ly knit  social ne t ­
work .  D ie and Mol seemed t o  exhib it the same pattern , with 
p o s s ibly a l e s s  j o int conj ugal r e l at ionsh ip and l e s s  c l o sely 
knit s o c i al network .  However ,  the mot ivat ion s seemed to be 
d i f ferent in the two coup l e s , John and Dube i being more fami ly 
or iented whi l e  D ie and Mol were individual ly and l ineage­
or iented . 



Chap ter 8 

S ocial  ne twor ks o f  urban fami l ies  

Introduct ion 

In the Chimbu s ingle men and gir l s  and infl uent ial marr ie d  
men o ften v i s it kinsmen , trade- p artne r s  and peop le in fr iend ly 
c l an s . Marr ied women regul ar l y  s t ay with the ir nat a l  kin , but 
hu sband s and wive s sel dom v i s i t  t oge the r except a s  part of a 
l arger kin gr oup p ar t i cipat ing in a special  funct ion , such a s  
a funer al . Thi s patt ern wa s maint ained in Port More sby , par­
t icul ar l y  among the fami l ie s  in soc i al cat egor i e s  I and I I , 
except that wive s coul d  not vi s i t  natal kin very o ften i f , a s  
w a s  frequently t h e  case , her c l o se kin were l iving i n  Chimbu . 

A suc ce s s ion o f  s ingl e  men ,  or mar r ie d  men who s e  wive s wer e  
i n  Chimbu , dropped i n  t o  s e e  mos t  o f  the categor y  I and II  
f ami l ie s  s tud ied , e spe c ia l ly at wee kend s .  S omet ime s they 
s t ayed onl y for ten minute s ,  l ong enough to l e t  the ir kin know 
that they were we l l  and t o  see that the ir kin were we l l  in 
themse lve s ,  or to greet a new arr ival fr om Chimbu ; at other 
t ime s they s t ayed al l  day , a l l  night , and mo st  of the fol l ow­
ing day , and some s t ayed inde fini t e ly . Frequent l y  a group o f  
three t o  five men o r  ·more arr ived t oge ther ; the ho s t s  might 
not know a l l  the ir name s or what , i f  any , b l ood or a f f inal 
r e l at ionship they had t o  them . They only knew that they were 
Ch imbu , and that they came to vi s i t  them with someone whom 
they d id know . 

· 

S ome t ime s a group o f  t en or more men arr ived t o  p l ay card s . 
O ft en none o f  the se men were known to  the hou s ehol der and hi s 
wi fe , although they knew that they were Chimbu . L i t t l e  or no 
social  intercour se t ook p l ace , for the v i s i t or s  did not come 
t o  vi s i t  anyone : they j u s t moved around from hou s e  t o  hou se 
p l aying card s . They d id th i s  to avo id pol ice detect ion . S ome­
t ime s one o f  the card p l ayer s was acquainted with the house­
ho l der ; s omet ime s the hou s ehol der himse l f  might j oin in the 
card p l aying . A s se s s ing thi s type of social r e l at ionship and 
i t s  content i s  d i f ficu l t  in s ituat ions such as the se . C an it , 
in fact , be de s cr ibed a s  a social  r e l at i on ship ? 

9 3  
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The use  of  kinship and other term s  r e l a t ive to a p ar t i cul ar 
s ituat i on rather than a s  an ab s o lut e term make s the analy s i s  o f  
the kinship cont ent o f  social  networks di f f i cul t .  Par t i cu l ar ly 
for quan t i t at ive purp o se s , t o  make an accurate analy s i s  woul d  
r equire much prob ing , whi ch might ant agonise  or bore the in­
formant s - the Chimbu not be ing very intere s ted in the detail s 
o f  kinship re l at ionship s - and wou l d  cert ainly be extr eme ly 
t ime- consuming and tediou s . I t  i s  no t s imply the d i f f i cu l ty 
in determining whether the u s e  of a p ar t i cu l ar term in a p ar­
t i cu l ar instan ce deno t e s  a known b l oo d  or af final l ink between 
two p e op l e  or whe ther the term is u sed only in the urban s itu­
at ion b e cau s e  both speak the s ame l anguage . Kinship terms , and 
o ther t erms of addr e s s ,  ind icate the nature of a soc ial re­
l at ionship between two peop l e  r ather than a special  cons an­
guinia l  or a f f inal t ie .  However , in the s ame way that the 
term i t se l f  is u s ed r e l at ive ly , so is the b ehav i our al content 
denoted  by the term .  For examp l e , the term ' brother ' doe s 
not mean that the behaviour between p e op l e  cal l ing e ach other 
brother i s  the same al though there wi l l  be some char act e r i s­
t ic s  common to al l ' br other r e l at ionsh ip s ' .  Var iat ions t end 
t o  be in de gree r ather than kind . 

In cer t ain s i tuat ions in Port More sby al l Chimbu regarded 
al l other Chimbu a s  brothe r s , but the degree of ' brotherly 
invo lvement ' woul d  be l e s s  for  tho se who were no t fe l l ow c l ans­
men than it  would b e  fo-r tho se who were . In a d i f ferent con­
t ext non- c l ansmen might not be cons ider e d  brother s ,  but c l ans­
men wou l d  be . On the ground s that in some context s al l Chimbu 
in P ort More sby regarded al l other Chimbu a s  bro ther s ,  instead 
o f  trying t o  d i st ingui sh be tween d i f ferent kin r e l at ionship s 
within a famil y ' s  social  ne twor k ,  I have c l a s s i fied the re­
l at ionship s in the se networks into one o f  three kind s : social  
r e l at ion ship s with Chimbu , formal social  r e l at ionship s ,  and 
s o c ial rel at i on ship s with non- Chimbu . 

The social r e l at ion ship s o f  the category III  fami l i e s  wer e  
d i f ferent to tho se o f  fami l ie s  in the o ther two categor ie s in 
a number of re spect s .  The category III fami l ie s  frequently 
v i s ited  as a fami ly group and fami ly group s came t o  vi s i t  them . 
Thi s wa s faci l itated by their owne r sh ip o f ,  or acce s s  t o , a 
car ; many o f  the ir fr iend s al so had car s .  C at egory I and II 
s pou s e s  interacted a s  individual s r ather than a s  famil ies . 

Bot t  ( 1 9 7 1 : 1 03- 5 )  d i s cu s s e s  the importance o f  ne ighbour s 
in the soc i a l  ne tworks o f  London fami l ie s  wi th segre gated con­
j ugal r o l e- r e l at ion sh ip s .  The se f ami l ie s  had l ived in the 
s ame ne ighbourhood al l the ir l ive s and hu sband s and wive s came 
from fami l ie s  who a l s o  l ived , or had l ived , in the s ame ne igh­
b ourhood . 
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A l l  the Chimbu fami l ie s  in Por t  More sby had l e ft their 
ne ighbourhood of b ir th ,  and many o f  the social category I and 
II fami l ie s  chanyed the ir pl ace o f  re s idence once or more 
dur ing my study . Thi s  meant that the ir ne ighbour s change d . 
Only four fami l ie s , A ,  H ,  0 and P ,  deve l oped so cial r e l at i on­
ship s wi th non- Chimbu ne ighbour s .  In A ' s case the se re l at ion­
sh ip s were minimal but pract ical . 2 O f  the f our famil ie s  whi ch 
d i d  not move hou se onl y one had social  r e l at ionships  wi th non­
kin ne ighbour s .  In the shanty se t t l ement s peop l e  had l i t t l e  
c ont act wi th pe op l e  from d i f ferent par t s  o f  the Chimbu and 
r e s tr i c ted the ir re l at ionship s to the ir c l o se s t  ne ighbour s ,  
who woul d  b e  peop le from the s ame area , peop l e  who were usual ly 
r e l ated t o  them by b l ood or a f f inal l inks . 

S ocial  r e l at ionships with 
other Chimbu 

Mo st o f  the f amil i e s ' social  r e l at ion ship s wer e  with Chimbu , 
the propor t ion o f  r e l at ionship s with non- Chimbu b e ing highe s t  
in the s o c i a l  category I I I  famil ie s .  In categor i e s  I and II 
only two wive s had any non- Chimbu r e l at i on sh ip s .  

In only three o f  the twenty fami l ie s ( none in category I )  
d i d  b o th hu sband and wi fe cl aim t o  have n o  cl o se re l at ive s in 
Port More sby . Mos t  peop l e  had c l ansmen in the c ity ; tho se 
with no r e l at ive s ident i fied themse lve s with peop l e  who came 
from the s ame p l ace in Chimbu . 

Bott ( 1 95 7 : 28 9 )  d i st ingu i she s a social  ne twork from an 
organi sed group mainly on the ba s i s  that there is a l ack o f  
a common b oundary i n  a social  �etwo r k ,  that i s ,  a l ack o f  
' agreement by al l member s o f  the group o n  who i s  and who i s  
not a member ' .  She a l so ment ions ( 1 9 7 1 : 58 ) that an organi sed  
group make s up ' a  . . .  social  whol e , wi th common a ims , inter-
dependent r o l e s  . . . . ' On the bas i s  of the se de finit ions , it  
wou l d  not  b e  accurate to de s cr ibe tl;l� social rel at ionship s o f  
even the category I fami l ie s  i n  P or t  Mor e sby a s  forming a group . 
Kinship r e l at ion ship s were ext ended t o  o ther Chimbu on an 

See pp.49-50 . F ami l ie s  A and M were in category I ,  and 0 and 
P in cate gory I I . 
2 

For examp l e , when one hou se had i t s  water cut o f f , a hose 
b rought water from the ne ighbour ' s  hou se . When the other 
hou se had it s e l e ctr ic ity cut o f f , an extens i on l e ad t ook 
l ight t o  it fr om the other house . When a f i ght t ook p l ace 
in A ' s house , ne ighbour s t ook in his chi ldren for the night . 
But A ' s chi ldren d id not know to whi ch tribal group the se 
ne i ghbour s b e l onged . 
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individual o r  cl o s e  kin group ba s i s , rather than b y  al l the 
p e op l e  with whom an indivi dual had social r e l at ionship s .  C on­
s eque nt ly there were no common boundar ie s in the soc ial r e­
l at ion ship s o f  the famil ie s  stud ied . Re lat ionship s with non­
Chimbu were almo s t  a lway s on an indiv idual r ather than group 
b a s i s . However ,  i f  it is accepted that there i s  a cont inuum 
r anging from soc ial group s to c l o se- knit social ne tworks , then 
Chimbu fami l ie s  in the Chimbu could  be c l a s s i f ie d  as be ing 
p ar t  of a social  group ; whi le the famil ie s in soc ial category 
I in P or t  More sby woul d  l ie on the social- group border o f  the 
c l o se- knit  soc ial network c l a s s i fication , and s ocial category 
II and I I I  fami l ie s  wou l d  fal l fur ther along the s cale t oward s  
l oo se- knit s o c ial ne twor k s . 

The social  category I I I  fami l ie s  se l ected the r e l a t ive s 
with whom the y  maint ained rel at ionship s  and the ir networks o f  
Chimbu wer e smal l  comp ared with thos e  o f  many cat egory I fam­
i l ie s . They spent l it t le t ime wi th uneducated Chimbu , but 
might meet them at chur ch or at p o l i t i cal gathe r ing s . Even 
with in the e ducated group of Chimbu they maint ained cl o se r e­
l at ionship s only with peop l e  they per s onal ly l iked . C ategory 
II fami l ie s  al s o  se l e cted relat i on ship s , but two famil i e s ' 
soc ial r e l at i onship s were mod i f ie d  by the ir emp l oyer s '  ru le s . 

The social category I I I  coup l e s  had j oint re l at ion ship s 
with both Chimbu and non- Chimbu . In th e other categor ie s hu s­
b and s and wive s had more separ ate social r e l at ionship s , or one 
p ar t  of the hu sband s ' ne tworks was comb ined with that of the ir 
wive s , and the o ther par t  was separat e . In soc i al category 
I I I  hu sband s and wive s had more comb ined ne tworks . 

Formal soc ial r e l at ion sh ips 

Tab l e  8 . 1  shows the or gani sat ions with whi ch the fami l ie s  
had formal re l at i on ship s .  N o  ind i cat i on o f  the inten s ity o f  
the rel ationship s i s  provided . Church and chur ch fel l owship 
mee t ing s were the mo st  frequent kind of formal social re-
1 at i on ship s . Church wa s a weekly event , and apar t from the 
c a s e  of wi fe R, fel l owship mee t ing s wer e  al s o  attended weekly . 

In her analy s is o f  forma l  r e l at ionship s Bott ment ions 
( 1 9 7 1 : 65 )  that the wife of the coupl e  with a c l o se- knit soc ial 
network was r e t i cent about v i s it ing doctor s and ho sp ital s .  A s  
Bott  h a d  only one such family in her s amp l e  thi s may have been 
an idiosyncrat i c  mani fe station . The famil ie s  I studied ne ar ly 
all had c l o s e- knit soc ial ne tworks , al though some t ime s the 
hu sband and the w i fe each had the ir own separ at e  c l o se- knit 
network .  However , they d id not seem nervou s about go ing to 
the ho spital  or t aking the ir infant s t o  the b aby c l ini c s . 
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Tab l e  8 . 1  

Formal rel at ion shiEs 

Church Baby P i e-F amily Chur ch fe l l ow- c li n i c  H ospital Sport tur e s  C ourt 

S ocial  c ategory I :  

A A 
B B .. k .. k B .. k·k .. k 

c 
D D# 
E 
F F F 
G G G 
H H H H">'( .. k H--;'("";'( ""k 
I I I 
J 
K 
L 
M M M M*':i"' 

S o cial category I I : 

N N** N 
0 0*1" 

p p 
Q Q'1d 

S o cial  cat esory I I I : 

R 
s 
T 

R R** R R ''("''···;'( 

s s S')'c-id� 
T** T 

* Fe l l owship mee t ing s were he ld once a wee k  by hu sband G 
at h i s  home , and everyone at the compound hou seho l d  
( inc luding fami l ie s  G ,  H and I )  was ob l iged t o  attend . 
Hu sband M al s o  had fe l l owship at hi s hou s e . 

')"""' W i fe only . 

*** Hu sband onl y . 

# I doubt whether thi s coup l e  would  have gone t o  the ho s­
pital if I had not t aken them i n  my car . 
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When they did not  go , i t  was  more l ike ly t o  be becau s e  of  
l ack o f  intere st , or l ack o f  tran sport ,  or the l ong wait  at  
the c l ini c , rather than becau s e  they fe l t  nervou s .  

F ive o f  the thirteen fami l ie s  in soc ial category I had 
no formal rel at ion ship s ,  al l fami l ie s  in category II had at 
l ea s t  one formal r e l a t i on ship , and al l s o c i al category I I I  
fami l i e s  had mor e  than one . Had the re been any r e a s on for 
fami l ie s  S or T in cat egory I I I  to need the services  of a 
doctor or ho spital  they would not have he s it ated  t o  go ; 
thi s would not ne ce s sar ily have been the case with the cate­
gory I fami l i e s o l However , if any o f  the se wive s had been 
ab out to g ive b irth to a chi l d  i t  is probab le the ir hu sband s 
or r e l a t ive s would have seen that they went t o  h o sp i tal . 

W ith regard t o  court involvement , one man was arr e s ted 
dur ing the t ime of my study for b e ing drunk and d i sorder ly ; 
another went t o  court t o  p ay a fine imp o sed on one o f  hi s 
re l at ive s . 

Tab l e  8 . 1  doe s not indi cate with whi ch peo p l e  the famil ­
i e s  wer e  involved in forma l s i tuat ion s . Mo s t  o f  the peop le 
they me t in church and had social intercour se with were 
people they already knew in o ther cont ext s .  Th i s  mi ght al s o  
app ly t o  t h e  church fel l owship r e l at ionship s .  S o ci a l  r e­
l at ionship s made at spor t s  meet ing s , in the cl inic or ho s­
p i t al or at court wer e l ike ly to be formal in B o t t ' s  sen se 
of the term ,  and to repr e sent a loo se- knit s e ct ion of the 
fami l ie s ' soc ial networ ks . I am not sure that any formal 
social  r e l at ion sh ip s ar e formed when peop l e  go to the p i c­
tur e s . 

S o cial r e l at ionship s with 
non- Chimbu 

Chimbu ar e s omet ime s regarded a s  be ing aggre s s ive , quarr e l ­
s ome people . Certainly many Papuans i n  P or t  More sby s a id 
they were a fr aid o f  Chimbu and thought they caused much o f  
the social  ten s i on and viol ence i n  the c ity . It was ther e­
for e a l it t l e  surpr i s ing to f ind that many of the hu sb and s 
had social  r e l at ion ship s with peop l e  o f  o ther tr ibe s l iving 
in Port More sby . S ome o f  the se re l at ion ship s were formed 

1 
As ment ioned , the chi l d  in family E was not t aken to ho s­

p i tal , al though the mother and the father ' s  kin smen wanted 
her t o  go ,  becau s e  the ch i l d  d id not want t o  go . In another 
i n s t ance , a chi ld was not t aken to ho s p i t al becau s e  the father 
wa s at work and the mother had no transpor t and no money for 
the far e . 
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year s ear l ier , when there wer e fewer Chimbu i n  the city ; per­
hap s  at that t ime they d id not have their pre sent reput at ion 
for violence . Al s o , thi s wa s be for e the change in the l aw 
whi ch made it legal for P apua New Guinean s  t o  dr ink alcohol ic 
b everage s .  S ome o f  the men were only boys when they f ir st  
came to Port More sby . I f  they were marr ied they did not have 
the ir wive s , fami l ie s  or c l o s e  re l at ive s with them . I sus­
pect that some of the P apuans in the c ity fe l t  that they wou l d  
b e  16ne ly , and there fore ext ended fr ie nd ship t o  them . 

Mo st  re l at ionship s with non- Chimbu were spe c i f i c  t o  each 
ind ivi dual hu sband or wi fe and were not part o f  the i� t ight ly 
knit  ne twor k of r e l at i on ship s with Chimbu . They wer e s imi l ar 
in many re spect s t o  the t r ad ing- p artner re l at ion ship o f  the 
Chimbu . 

Three wiYe s , H ,  0 and P formed independent relat ionships  with 
non- Chimbu women be cau s e  they fe l t  the need for female com­
p any . Mo st  o f  the hu sband s '  r e l a t i onsh ip s  wi th non- Chimbu 
had some e conomic content , but fr iend ship wa s al so impor t ant . 
F or examp l e , hu sband C ha d a Kerema dr inking p artner whom he 
or iginally met at work . A s  they now both worked for d i fferent 
companie s and were p aid on al ternate Friday s , hu sband C paid 
for the dr inks one weekend , and the fol l owing wee kend hi s 
Kerema fr i end p aid ! 

Tab l e  8 . 2 se t s  out non- quant i t at ive informat ion ab out the 
Chimbu couple s '  r e l at ionsh ip s  with non- Chimbu . 

A comp ar i son of the social networ ks o f  
fami l ie s  i n  d i f ferent s oc i a l  cate gor ie s 

The social networks ,of  the urban Chimbu fami l ie s  in cat e­
gor i e s  I and II wer e  bas ical ly s imil ar to tho s e  o f  rur al  
Chimbu . In P or t  More sby people from the s ame p l ace or  l anguage 
group o ften fil l ed in gap s in the networ k whi ch re sul ted from 
p ar t  o f  man ' s kin group or cl an be ing in Chimbu . Thu s , social 
ne twor ks in the s e  categor ie s were c l o se- knit  and fairly wide­
spread . The se r e l at ionsh ip s  were l e s s  pol it ical and s o c ial 
and prob ably more e conomi c and emot i onal in cont e nt than tho s e  
o f  the rural peop l e : in t h e  urb an environment the pol i t ical 
and s o cial act iv it ie s o f  the Chimbu a s  a group wer e  d imini shed , 
and economic cons iderat ions and the need for emot i onal suppor t 
in a strange , compet i t ive and s omet ime s ho s t i l e  s oc i al and 
phy s i cal environment were accentuated . F ormal s oc i al r el at ion­
ship s  were very few and non- Chimbu r e l at ionship s wer e  re s t r i c­
t ed t o  one o r  two peop l e . 

The s o cial  networks o f  the category I I  fami l ie s  emph a s i sed 
kin r e l at ion ship s l e s s than did tho s e  of category I famil ie s . 
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Family Type of relationship 

S ocial category I :  

A** 

B 

C** 

D 

E 

F** 

G 
H*** 

I 
J** 

K** 

L** 

M 

( i )  Card players 

( ii )  Neighbours 

Dr inking partner 

Adopted as a kinsman 

Friend 

Friend- trade 

Customer s  in business 

Card players 

S ocial category II : 

N** 

O** 

O*** 

Q** 

Army mates 

Husband 0 was a 
Kerema man 

Wife 0 friends with 
neighbour s 

Card player s ,  fr iends 

Army mates 

Social categ01:y III : 

R:f Friends 

S:/: Congregation members 

T:f Friends 

Table 8 . 2  

Non-Chimbu relat ionships* 

Tribe 

Motu , Kerema 

Unknown 

Kerema 

Koiari 

Hula  

Koiari 

Motu , Hula  

Motu , Kerema 

Remarks 

Friendly and economic . Known for 
many year s . 
Friendly , mutual aid . 

Met him at work 

They adopted him as a young man . 

Neighbour 

Husband hunted birds with him . 

Busine s s  relat ionships 

Territory-wide Dr inking , work,  etc . 

Kerema He now considered himsel f  a 
Chimbu , but visited his sister 

Buka married to 
Madang 

Kerema , Finschhafen Neighbour s 

Terr itory-wide Drinking , work 

Var ious educated , 
e . g . , S epik ,  
mixed- race , high­
lander s  

Finschhafen # 

Various educated , 
e . g . , Sepik, 
Manus , European 

Met at school and work 

Came to the Chimbu with 
mis sionaries 

Met at school or work 

* S ee Appendix C for more information about many of the Kerema relat ionships . 

** Husband only . 

*** Wife only . 

:/: Husband and wife , 

# There were also many Lae people in the congregation , but , it was stated , Lae people 
and Chimbu do not get on well . 



Re strict ions upon relat ive s l iving in inst itut ional hou s e s  
were we l comed by category II  famil ie s but n o t  b y  tho se i n  
category I .  
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Fami l ie s  in social category I I I  had fewer kin networks than 
tho se in cate gory II . In many r e spe ct s they were mor e  l ike 
the ne tworks o f  the London fami l ie s  than tho se o f  o ther Chimbu 
fami l ie s .  The coup l e s  were even more se l e c t ive than category 
II fami l ie s  in the ir choice of kin with whom to have c l o se t ie s ; 
c a sual kin r e l at ionship s were avo ided a s  much a s  p o s s ib l e . 

The category III  f ami l i e s  had a sma l l  c l o se- knit network 
of fr iend s and some kin with whom they exchanged v i s i t s on a 
fami ly- t o- fami ly bas i s . In t ime s o f  troubl e the fami l ie s  went 
for a s s i s tance to kin within thi s ne twork .  In add it ion to 
this small  comb ined ne twork of fr iend s and kin , there wa s a 
fair ly l oo se- knit ne twork o f  formal r e l at ionship s ,  mo s t  o f  
the se be ing re lat ionship s o f  the hu sband s ,  originat ing a t  wor k 
or in communi ty or gani sat ions . C onnnon pol it i cal inter e s t s 
formed the nuc l eu s  o f  ano ther sect ion o f  s ome fami l ie s ' social 
networks ; many o f  the peop le inv olved might al s o  be fr i end s o f  
kin . W ive s had smal l sect ions o f  church- base d  r e l at ion ship s 
within the ir social  ne tworks . 

Quant i t at ive analy s i s  o f  
s ocial ne tworks 

Bott ( 1 9 7 1 : 6 1 )  sugge s t s  that a great deal o f  informat ion , 
b oth qual i t at ive and quant i t at ive , mus t  be col l e cted about 
the s o c ial re l at ionsh ip s of fami l ie s  and fami ly member s ( Bo t t  
d oe s not always make it c l ear t o  whi ch she i s  re ferr ing , l 
be for e a s at i s factory ana ly s i s  o f  family social  networks can 
be made . Gluckman ( Bot t 1 9 7l : xxvi ) in hi s pr e face t o  the 
second edit ion o f  Bott ' s  b ook s t at e s :  

We need . . .  t o  spe c i fy car e fu l ly the content o f  re­
lat ionship s within the ne twork ,  and the purpo se s 
they serve . Mer e  fr iend ship i s  no t enough a s  a 
mean s o f  l inking per sons in a ne twork .  

Bott ( 1 95 7 : 6 1 )  s t at e s  that she and Robb d id not co l l ect  
adequ ate informat ion for a quant i t a t ive anal ys i s  of  the social 
ne tworks o f  the London fami l ie s  whi ch they s tudied . The s ame 
i s  t rue o f  my s tudy o f  Chimbu fami l i e s  l iving in Port Mor e s by .  

Barne s ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 2 , 2 3 )  t ake s  the view that Bott re fer s t o  a 
coup le ' s  ne twor k a s  compr i s ing rela t ionship s with other 
c oupl e s , or an ind ividual spou se ' s  re lat ionshi p s  with o ther 
individua l s . I have not t aken th i s  view , and cons ider that 
ne twor ks may be compri sed o f  relation ship s with both coup l e s  
and ind ividual s .  
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There are many d i f f i cul t ie s  involved in the co l l ect ion and 
interpr e t at i on of data on s oc ial r e l at ionship s for the purpo s e  
o f  network analy s i s . S ome o f  the se d i f fi cu l t i e s  app ly cro s s­
cul tur al l y , such a s  the pr ob lem o f  determining and mea sur ing 
a l l  the var i ou s  mot ivat i ons  invo lved in social int eract ion 
between peop l e , a d i f f icu l ty wh ich i s  aggr avated if the anal­
y s t  i s  o f  a d i fferent cu l tur e t o  that o f  the people be ing 
stud ied . Other d i f f i cu l t ie s  are spec i fi c  t o  a p ar t i cu lar 
s ituat i on ; f or examp l e , when a per son v i s it s a c ompound hou se­
ho l d  it may b e  d i f f i cu l t  to a s se s s  whom he has come t o  v i s i t 
and for what purpo s e s . In the case o f  the Chimbu fami l ie s  
be ing stud ied , a very l ar ge prob l em was that the f amil ie s d id 
not always know the name s or the b iological r e l at i on sh ip - i f  
any - o f  some o f  the ir v i s i t or s . They s impl y  knew that they 
wer e Chimbu . 

The data whi ch I c o l l e ct e d  wa s adequate t o  permit a d i f fer­
ent iat ion of the charact er i st ic s  of the s o c ial network s  o f  
category I and III  fami l ie s . It  was not , however , adequate 
for a quan t i t at ive analy s i s , which wou l d  need t o  include an 
analy s i s  o f  the inten s ity , frequency and cont ent o f  the var­
i ou s  s o c ial rel at ionship s making up the social ne tworks o f  the 
famil ie s  stud ied . 



Chapter 9 

Quant i t at ive analy s i s  o f  conj ugal r e l at ionsh ips­
act ivit ie s  and b ehav iour 

Int r oduct ion 

Bott ( 1 9 7 1 : 6 1 )  sugge st s that , in order to t e s t  her hypo­
the s i s  that there i s  a d irect re l at ion ship between the degree 
of segregat ion in the conj ugal role- r e l at ionsh ip and the den­
s ity o f  the hu sband and wi fe ' s  social  network ,  the informat i on 
about the s e  s o c ial relat ionship s must  b e  quant i f ied and the 
fam i l i e s  p l aced on a scale accord ing to the ir degree o f  con­
j ugal r o l e  segregat ion . She her sel f did not quant i fy her data 
becau s e , she cl aimed , she and her co- int erviewer d id not make 
exact ly the same ob servat ions nor a s k  the s ame que s t ion s o f  
each coup l e , al though they d i d  t r y  t o  keep the ir interv iews 
a s  uni form a s  p o s s ib l e . 

The b a s ic informat ion col l e cted from the twent y urb an Chimbu 
fami l i e s  was the s ame in each case , and in accordance with the 
out l ine pr e sented  in the interv iew guide . l Only the supp le­
ment ary dat a varied from fami ly t o  fami ly , the spont aneou s in­
format ion b e ing pr ov ided by hu sband s and / or wive s dur ing con­
ver sat ions . The informat ion col l e cted wa s cl a s s i f ied under a 
number o f  he ading s and attempt s were made t o  analyse activ i t i e s  
re levant t o  each heading in t erms o f  j oint , comp l ement ary or 
independent organ i s at i on . Unfor tunately it  wa s not always 
p o s s ib l e  t o  do thi s s at i s factor ily for al l the fami l ie s ,  due 
to the nature o f  the act ivit ies  be ing quant i fied and the in­
herent me thodol ogical d i f fi cu l ty o f  d i s t ingu i shing between 
norms of behav iour and actual behaviour when informat ion i s  
co l l e cted by a s king peo p l e  what they d o  rather than by ob s erv­
ing dire c t ly what they are do ing . 

Act iv i t i e s  

Act iv it ie s o f  the hu sband and wi fe wer e  cl a s s i fied a s  
fo l l ows : 

S ee Append ix A .  
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( i )  
( i i )  

( i i i )  
( iv )  

( v )  

F inanc i a l  arrangement s  
D ome st i c  work 
Chi l d  care 
L e i sure act iv i t ie s  
The sexual r e l at ionsh ip 

The smal l number of act iv i t ie s  that many hu sband s and wive s 
per formed meant that the number whi ch could be u s ed for t abu­
l at ing purp o s e s  and for the purpose  of a s se s s ing conj ugal - r o le 
r e l at ion shi p s  in terms o f  the ir degree o f  segregat ion wa s 
minimal . Thi s fact in it sel f i s  an expre s s ion o f  a l ack o f  
j o intne s s  in the conj ugal rela t ion sh ip , that i s , there are few 
thing s for spou s e s  to do toge the r . 

F inancial arr angement s 

In th i s  context j o intly organised act ivit ie s were tho se 
where the hu sband and wi fe d i s cu s sed the ir f inanc ial arr ange­
ment s and agreed how money ear ne d  by e ither wa s to b e  s pent . 
C omp l ement ary act ivi t i e s  wer e  tho se where the hu sband and wi fe 
d e c i ded t ogethe r  that one or o ther woul d  control  all or  mo st  
of  the money earned by either . In  such case s the degree o f  
contr o l  by e ither spou se wa s no t a s s e s sed , for examp l e , whe ther 
or not money was automat ical ly g iven to the other spou se when 
a s ked for , regar d le s s  o f  how i t  wa s to be spent . Independent 
f inancial or gan i s at ion wa s where there wa s no consul t a t i on 
be tween hu sband and wi fe about how the money e i ther earned 
wa s spent . The earner spent it a s  he or she wi shed , but might 
g ive some to tbe o ther spou s e  e ither to sp end as he or she 
wi shed or to be spent for p art i cul ar purpo se s . 

Bott  u se d  the que s t ion ' Doe s the wi fe know how mu ch the 
hu sband is earning ? ' as one criter i on for a s se s s ing the type 
o f  f inancial arr angement exi s t ing between a hu sband and h i s  
w i fe . S ome Chimbu wive s i n  P or t  More sby bel ieved that they 
knew how much the ir hu sband was e arning but the ir informa t i on 
was incorre ct . 1 Ove r t ime var i at ions or  frequent changing o f  
j ob s  made i t  more d i f f icu l t  for s ome wive s than other s t o  know 
with any degree o f  accur acy what the ir hu sband ' s  income was . 
Answer s t o  thi s  que s t ion a s  a means o f  a s s e s s ing the degree 
of j ointne s s  or segregat ion in a coup l e ' s  financ ial organi­
sat ion might be mi s l e ad ing in the case of Chimbu coup l e s  and 
for th i s  rea son i t  wa s not used in my a s s e s sment . 

Th i s  could al s o  have been true o f  the London wive s ,  but 
Bot t ( 1 9 7 1 ) doe s not rai s e  thi s  po s s ib i l ity . 
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The re su lt s i n  T ab l e  9 . 1  do no t ind i cate any s t r ong r el at ion­
ship between s oc i al category and the arr angement o f  family 
finance s ,  although the only j oint arrangeme nt s were in categor­
ie s I I  and I I I . J o int arr angement of fami ly finance s appear s 
t o  be unu sual among the Chimbu in Port Mor e sby . 1 Independent 
organi sat ion by the earner was mor e  common ,  p art icul ar ly o f  
the wi fe ' s  income when she worke d . For tho s e  wive s who had 
no income of the ir own , such an arr angement would contr ibute 
to the ir fee l ing of inse cur ity , dependence and economic in­
s u f fic iency in the urban env ir onment , in contrast  t o  the ir 
s ituat ion in Ch imbu .. 

There was no rel at ionship between s i ze o f  income a nd arrange­
ment s for spend ing i t . The fami l ie s  with the highe s t  income s 
were K ( independent ) ,  T ( j o int ) , F ( compl ement ary ) and R ( in­
dependent ) .  The l owe s t  income s wer e  in fami l i e s  D ( comp le­
mentary ) and I ( independen t ) ; hu sband D s ome t ime s spent mos t  
o f  hi s p ay o n  the way home , s o  h i s  fami ly s aw very l it t le  o f  
i t . 

When Chimbu wive s came t o  Por t  More sby they e i ther d id not 
p ar t ic ip ate in e c onomic product ion for the family , or i f  they 
d id , they se l dom d id s o  in co- ope rat ion with their hu sband s 
and thi s was a maj or fac t or in chang ing the hu sband /wi fe re­
l at ionship in t own . It was a divi s ive fac t or in that the hu s­
b and was no l onger dependent in any way upon his wi fe for her 
contr ibut i on in economic pr oduct �on , whi l e  she was comp l ete ly 
dependent upon him .  In Port More sby a wi fe in social category 
I and II fami l i e s  was l ike ly to be an e conomi c l iab i l ity , 
whi l e  in Chimbu she was an e conomi c a s se t  t o  her hu sband . Mo st  
hu sband s fe lt that they cou l d , and many did so for several 
year s ,  manage wi�hout the dome st ic or sexu al s erv i ce s  o f  a wi fe 
in Port More sby . The social re l at i onship s consequent upon a 
marr iage are maintained regard l e s s  o f  whether the wi fe i s  in 
Chimbu or Port More sby , although exchange s may be mod i f ied . 

In contr a s t , the hu sband ' s  r o l e  in e conomic product ion made 
the wive s e conomical ly dependent upon the ir hu sband s ,  a re­
l at ion ship whi ch the wive s found unp l easant , and which t he 
hu sb and s d i d  not alway s accept in a re spon s ib l e  manner . The 
w i fe was in a vu lnerab l e  po s i t ion , p ar t i cu l ar ly if she d id not 
have a brother , or a c l a s s i ficatory brother , in Port More sby 

See p .  for the t r ad it ional b a s i s  for thi s  pract i ce . 
2 A s  ment ioned in Chapter 2 ,  tradit i onal ly wive s were not r e-
gar de d  a s  comp an ion s or a s  s ource s o f  emo t i onal sat i s fact ion . 
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Table 9 . 1  

Financial arraniement s and mode of control 

Husband ' s  income Wife 1 s  income Final Family Mode o f  Ka!!!Eani Mode of Kam2ani 
control member control member assessment 

Social category I :  

A Independent Yes Independent No Independent 

B Complementary No* Independent No Complementary 

c Independent Yes n . a . ** n . a .  Independent 

D Complementary No n . a .  n . a .  Complement ary 

E Independent Yes n . a .  n . a . Independent 

F Complementary No Complementaryti* No Complementary 

G Independent No n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

H Independent No n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

I Independent Yes n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

J Complementary Yes Independent Yes Complementary 

K n . a .  n . a .  Independent f:. No Independent 

L Independent No n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

M Complementary No n . a .  n . a . Complementary 

S ocial category II : 

N Joint/ complementary # No n . a .  n . a .  Joint 

0 Independent No n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

p Independent No n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

Q Independent No n . a .  n . a .  Independent 

S ocial cate�or;x: III : 

R Independent No Independent No Independent 

s Complementary No Complementary## No Complementary 

T Joint No n . a .  n . a .  Joint 

* Husband B regular ly exchanged a small proportion of his salary with another man . 

** Not applicable . 

*** Both the husband and wife were working . In add ition , they had two bus inesse s ,  
a passenger truck and a small pig farm . They had separate bank account s for each 
spouse had his/her own account . The husband had overall control of a l l  the se 
account s ,  but there was a good deal of informal discussion about the expenditure 
of money from any of the account s .  

� The wife ' s  earnings were control led by her husband without her consent and to 
some extent against her wishes . 

# Some of the husband ' s  income was handed over to his wife to control , but in 
pract ice he could spend it as he wished . 

## The wife earned more than her husband , which might explain why there was j oint 
consultation about how both their incomes would be spent . 
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t o  l ook a fter h e r  intere s t s . 1 The d iv i s ion o f  l ab our within 
the fami ly wa s thu s up set , and thi s may be the rea son many 
hu sband s and wive s pre ferred the wi fe to remain in Chimbu 
wh i l e  the hu sband worke d in P or t  More sby . Thi s  sugge s t ion , 
however , nee d s  further inve s t i gat ion . 

A kampani
2 

member put s mo s t  e arning s int o the kampani for 
a number of weeks , the hu sband u sual ly giving hi s wi fe a few 
dol l ar s  for the fami ly ' s  food each fortnight . When the hu s­
b and rece ive s p ayment s from the o ther kampani memb er there 
are s everal p o s s ib l e  arrangement s for spend ing the money : the 
hu sband may spend the money a s  he wi she s ;  he and h i s  wi fe may 
d e cide j oint ly how they wil l s pend it ( i f it i s  a l arge amount 
s ome almo s t  cer t a inly wi l l  be g iven to kin s fo l k  in Port More sby 
or in Chimbu to repay debt s or to maintain t ie s ) ; or it i s  
p o s s ibl e , but unl ike ly , that the hu sband wil l hand mos t  o f  it  
over to his  wi fe for her t o  spend a s  she thinks f i t . 

Al though I have informat ion on the way coup l e s  spent such 
money , I do not know the b a s i s  on whi ch ,  or t he reason why , 
the hu sb and j oined the kampani in the f ir st inst ance . The 
only wi fe who b e l onged t o  a kampani j oined with her hu sband ' s  
appr oval , but I cons ider it  unl ike ly that the hu sband s di s­
cu s se d  with the ir wive s whe ther they shou l d  j o in a kamp ani .  
Except for fami ly J where the wi fe was al s o  working and bel onged 
to a kampani , the hu sband s who b e l ong to kampani wer e  one s where 
there was independent organi sat i on o f  the fami ly income . None 
o f  the spou s e s  in s o c ial categor ie s II and I I I  bel onge d  to a 
kampani . 

D ome s t i c  work 

Of the seven act ivit ie s that cou l d  be u se d  as cr iter ia t o  
me a sure the d egree o f  r o le segregat ion i n  the dome s t ic sphere , 
f our were app l i cab l e  t o  al l famil ie s :  cooking , washing- up , 
washing cl othe s and c l eaning the hou s e . Work in the garden 
app l ied to all but four fami l ie s , chopping and col l e ct ing fire­
woo d  t o  all  but three , and the carrying of water app l ied to 
only s ix fami l i e s  ( al l  in category I ) , the remainder h av ing 
p iped water e ither in or c l o se to the hou s e , or so far away 

1 
S ee p .  Mo st  category I wive s were too t r ad i tional ly 

o r iente d , or too ignorant of the c ity ' s  government or chur ch 
fac i l it i e s  t o  seek suppor t from them , j u s t  a s  the se organi­
s at ions themse lve s may not be geared t o  provide support in 
a manner that wou ld be con s idered appropr iate by the women 
themse lve s .  
2 

F or deta i l s o f  kampani , see p .  
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that they r are ly brought any quant ity t o  the ir hou s e . I 
omitted  the water- carrying act ivity a s  it app l ie d  t o  s o  few 
fami l ie s . 

C ooking , c l eaning the hou s e , and col le c t ing and chopp ing 
f irewoo d , are a l l  undert aken in the Chimbu 9 and there are in­
s t itut ional i sed norms regarding the ir per formance . G ar dening 
in P or t  More sby has a d i f ferent s igni ficance to gardening in 
Chimbu ; washing c l o the s i s  an int r oduced act ivity . 

S ix d ome st ic t a s ks are very few on which to b a se an a s se s s­
ment . In the shanty set t lement s and l ow- c o s t  hou s e s  mo s t  
peop l e  l ived and s l ept  in the same cl othe s , and had n o  bedd ing 
o ther than a mat and perhap s a l ight b l anket . Rol l ing up a 
b l anke t or s l eeping mat har d ly mer i t s the de s cript ion o f  a 
dome s t i c t a s k ,  and somet ime s i t  wa s not rol l ed up al l day 

T ab l e  9 . 2  shows that more j o int and comp l ement ary dome st ic 
and gardening act iv it i es we re carr ied out by the fami l i e s  in 
s o c i a l  cate gor ie s II and III than in s o c ial category I fami l ­
i e s  . 1 C at egory I fami l i e s  i n  whi ch dome s t i c  t a sks wer e  j o int­
ly per formed were tho s e  where the wi fe wor ked for money . Thi s  
d i d  not mean , however , that i n  al l fami l ie s  where the w i fe 
wor ked for money the hu sband par t icipated in hou seho l d  t a sks . 

Three hu sbands he l pe d  the ir wive s by br inging firewood home 
or chopp ing l ar ge p ie ce s  o f  t imber . Two o f  the se hu sb and s 
were from S ina s ina , and the other fr om an area near S inas ina . 
Tradit iona l l y  the d iv i s ion o f  l ab our be tween the sexe s and 
other aspe c t s of male- femal e tens ion were app ar ent ly l e s s  
marked i n  S inas ina than i n  o ther p ar t s  o f  the Chimbu . 2 

In cl as s i fying d ome s t i c  act ivit ie s ,  I incl uded a s  j o int 
a c t iv i t i e s  only tho se regu l ar l y  per formed by b oth spou s e s  
r ather than tho se whi ch a spouse per formed only sporadical ly , 
whe n  there was a p ar t i cu l ar need , for examp l e , when the other 
s pou se was very bu sy . Thi s  i s  in keep ing wi th Bott ' s  concept s, 
a l though she doe s not d i s cu s s thi s nor the prob l em o f  how t o  
d i st ingu i sh hel p  given b y  one spou s e  t o  the other from a j o int 
act ivity . 

No hu sband in the s amp l e  wa shed cl o the s ,  and onl y one , who 
had l ived in Au stral ia for two year s ,  regu l ar ly c l e aned the 
hou se . S ee al s o  p .  • 
2 

A s  ment i oned in Chapter 2 ,  e a s t  o f  the Chimbu River , which 
inc lude s S ina s ina , peop l e  l ive in scattered haml et s ,  with the 
women ' s  hou se s  clu stered around the men ' s hou s e : the d ome s t i c  
l i fe o f  hu sband and wi fe wou l d  be geogr aphical ly cl o ser than 
it i s  among Chimbu l iv ing we s t  and south o f  the Chimbu River , 
where the women ' s  hou s e s  ar e more scattered . S ee al s o  com­
ment s r e  d iv i s ion o f  l ab our on pp . 
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T able 9 . 2  

D ome s t ic work 

Fami l y  Hou seho l d  and chopp ing Gar dening T ot al s  t a sks-;'( firewood 

S o cial  categor;y: I :  

A 4 1 1 5 1 
B# 3 1 1 1 4 2 
c 4 1 1 5 1 
D 4 1 1 5 1 
E 4 1 1 6 
F# 4 1 1 6 
G 4 1 none 5 
H 4 1 none 5 
I 4 1 1 6 
J# 2 2 1 none 3 2 
K# 4 1 1 6 
L 4 1 1 6 
M 4 1 1 6 

S oc i al cat egor;y: II : 

N 4 1 1 5 1 
0 2 2 1 3 2 
p 4## 1 1 5 1 
Q 4 1 1 6 

S ocial  cate�or;y: III : 

R 2 2 none 1 2 1 2 
S # 1 3 none none 1 3 
T 2 2 none none 2 2 

* C ooking , washing- up , wash ing c l othe s , c leaning the hou s e . 

'k"k Independent act ivi ty . 

*-l(•k C omp lement ary act iv ity . 

� Joint act ivity . 

# W i fe working for money . 

# #  Thi s hu sband said that when the chi l dren were younger he 
did dome s t i c  chore s ,  but now he expected his daughter to 
he l p  her mother . 
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S ome Chimbu wive s in Port More sby con s idere d that enter­
taining and b ei ng p o l ite  t o  their hu sb ands ' r e l at ive s and 
fr iend s was part of a wi fe ' s mar i tal dut ie s .  Other s regarded 
it a s  one way a woman cou l d  help her hu sb and , but not as a 
duty . T o  s ome extent the d i fference i s  pr obab l y  a mat ter o f  
degree . However , when d oe s a wi fe ' s kindne s s  t o  her hu sband ' s 
re l a t ive s surpas s the demand s o f  dut y ?  How mu ch doe s a hu s ­
b and expect o f  h i s  wi fe ? How much doe s society expect a w i fe 
t o  do a s  a· du ty? The se are al l very s i gn i f i cant p oint s in 
a s se s s ing the husband- wi fe r e l at i on ship in any s o c i e ty but 
they are d i f fi cu l t  t o  a s certain or mea sure . S o  o ften in 
s o c ia l  r e sear ch it is the a l l- t oo- e l u s ive over tone s that are 
important in the analy s i s  o f  social inter act ion . 

In Tab l e  9 . 2 a s s i s t ance g iven regu l ar ly b etwe en a hu sband 
and wife appear s a s  a j oint act iv i ty . As no ted in the tab le , 
hu sband P remarked tha t s ince h i s  daughter wa s ge t t ing o l der 
( ab out e leven year s )  he now l e ft it t o  her to he l p  his wi fe . 
I f  thi s was common pr acti ce by Chimbu hu sb and s ,  then obviou s ly 
the s t age o f  fami l y  deve l opment be come s a factor when organi­
sat ion of dome s t i c  work is u sed to evaluate the degree of 
segregat i on of the conj ugal role- r e l at ionship . I t  i s  al s o  
p o s s ib l e  that the ove_ral l degr ee o f  segregation in the re­
l at ionship may vary with the s t age of deve l opment of the 
fami ly . 

F ami l y  A was the only other fami ly in the s amp l e  wi th a 
daughter o f  an age tha t  she was ab le  to help her mother . How­
ever , hu sband A had never he l pe d  hi s wi fe with dome s t i c  t a sks 
even when the chi l dren were young . Many mor e fami l i e s  woul d  
have to b e  s tudied be fore any con c lu s i ons  cou l d  be reached 
ab out this p o int . C oup l e s  A and P were the two l onge s t  mar­
r ied coup l e s  in the s amp l e . 

Chi l d  car e 

Trad it iona l ly the hu sb and , wi fe and several  o ther re l at ive s 
p ar t i cipate in chi l d  care . When her s on s  ar e ab out five , the 
mothe r ha s l i t t le s ay in the ir upb ringing , and the father a l ­
way s has u l t imat e  re spon s ib i l i ty for the we l fare o f  both h i s  
s on s  and daughter s .  

A s  men t ioned in Chap ter 2 ,  east  o f  the Chimbu River , whi ch 
include s S inas ina , peop l e  l ive in scattered haml et s ,  wi th the 
women ' s  hou s e s  clu s tered around the men ' s hou se : the d ome s t i c  
l i fe o f  hu sband and wi fe wou l d  b e  geogr aphical ly c l o s er than 
i t  i s  among Chimbu l iv ing we s t  and south o f  the Chimbu River , 
where the women ' s  hou se s are more s cat tered . See  al so comment s 
r e  div i s ion o f  l abour on pp . 
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Because o f  the pauc ity o f  t a sk s  r e l ating t o  chi l d  care in 
the category I and II famil ie s  the or gani s a t i on o f  parent a l  
ac t ivit ies in thi s  regar d wa s n o t  a s s e s se d . The onl y  a s se s s ­
ment made , a n d  I have doub t s  a s  t o  i t s  val i di ty a s  a c r i terion 
f or a s s e s s ing s e gregat ion in the husband-wi fe r e l at i onship , 
was whe ther the husband or wi fe s a i d  that the husband act ive l y  
part i c ipated  in the day- t o - day care o f  the ir chi l d  o r  chil dren , 
and i f  s o , wha t  f orm thi s par t icipat ion t ook . Thi s  par t i c i ­
pat i on might b e  o n  a c ompl ementary o r  j oint ba s i s , b u t  wa s 
s e l dom ,  i f  ever , on an inde pendent ba s i s . In  the category I 
famil ie s  it  se l dom involve d more than pl aying with or wa tching 
a chi l d  whi l e  the mother wa s busy e l sewhere or s l eeping . F or 
a few i t  meant carrying the chi l d when the fami l y  went t o  the 
shops  or t o  church . One o f  the category I I  fathe r s  r egul a r l y  
bathe d h i s  daughter , p layed with her , a n d  l ooked a fter her 
when h i s  wi fe went t o  the pic t ur e s  in the evening s . ( They 
s a i d  s ome of t he pictur e s  fr i ghtene d  the chi l d  so they no 
l onger t ook her . )  By c ontra s t , the category I I I  parent s , 
father s and mot her s ,  devoted much t ime and a t t ent i on t o  their 
chi l dren , perhaps  because o f  the ir dimini shed kinsh i p  t ie s . 
Fath er s par t ic ipated in ch i l d  c ar e  more in categor ie s I I  and 
I I I  than in category I .  In  the l a t ter , hal f the father s did 
not  part ic ipa t e  in the care o f  their chi l dren beyond giving 
their wive s money t o  buy f oo d  f or the fami ly . More fami l y  
par t ic ipa t i on d i d  not nec e s s ar i l y  mean that there was mor e 
j oint a c t ivi t y : the husband ' s  par t ic ipat ion migh t  be c omp l e ­
mentar y  t o  that o f  the wife . In tradit i ona l ly oriented fam­
i l ie s  the father had the ul t imat e  r e sp on s ib i l i ty for the 
ch i l dren and expect e d  to make the dec i s i ons regar ding them . 
In j oint l y  organised  chi l d  care , such a s  occurr e d  in the two 
famil ie s with chi l dren in category I I I , the wi fe expe c t e d  t o  
h ave an e qual share wi th h e r  husband in dec i s i ons  a f fe c t ing 
their chi l dren ; they regar ded the chi l dren a s  be l onging t o  
both mother a n d  father . 

The number , age and sex1 o f  c hi l dren are a l l  fact or s  wh i ch 
may a f fe c t  the amount o f  paternal par t ic ipa t i on in chi l d  care , 

The se are important in Chimbu in determ ining which parent 
has the mos t  c ontac t  with a chi l d ,  but do not a f fe c t  th e c on­
j ugal r o l e - re l a t i onship or ul t imate c ontr o l  by the father o f  
al l unmarr i e d  chi l dr en . Father s have c l o ser c ontac t  wi th 
the ir o l de r  s ons , becau s e  they l ive in the s ame house . Thi s  
seem s  t o  have produc e d  l it t l e  change i n  the sys tem o f  c ontr ol 
and car e of chi l dren by husbands and wive s in s oc ial cate­
gor i e s  I and I I . H owever , par t icul ar l y  in s oc ia l  category I I , 
but a l s o  in category I ,  kin par t i c ipa t i on in chi l d  care i s  
r e duce d ,  par t icul arly e c onomic par t ic ipa t i on . Kinsmen i n  Port 
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but did not appear t o  b e  s i gni fi cant in the Chimbu fam i l ie s  
s tudied i n  Port More sby . The amount o f  pa terna l  p ar t ic ipa t i on 
in chi l d  care may be r e l a te d  t o  the t ot a l  amount o f  ch i l d care 
a c t iv it y  per formed by the parent s . Materna l as wel l  a s  pater­
nal chi l d a c t ivi t i e s  wer e  greater in category III  fam il ie s  
than i n  category I fami l ie s . I t  c ou l d  have been that the 
parent- ch i l d  r el a t i onship , rather than the c on j ugal r e l a t i on­
ship , had become more j oint , de pending upon how paterna l  par­
t ic ipa t i on in chi l d  care wa s organ i se d .  Thi s  made c ompar i s on 
b etween the s oc ia l  cate gor ie s di f f icul t ,  because o f  the gr eat 
d i f ference in the number of c hi l d  care ac t ivi t i e s  b etween 
categor ie s . 

B o t t  ( 1 9 7 1 : 2 2 )  ment i ons  that London c oup l e s  c oul d not ans ­
wer dir ec t  que s t i ons  a s  t o  who wa s r e s pons ibl e  for making 
dec i s ions within the famil y . In tradi t ional Chimbu soc iety 
the norms o f  behaviour are s pec i f ic , wel l  known and a lmo s t  
ine s c apab l e  f or a l l due t o  the great inter dependency o f  the 
member s of a s oc ia l  gr oup . In  t he dome s t ic s pher e , par t icu­
l ar ly in r e l a ti on to chi l d  care , few c onsc i ou s  dec i s i ons  nee d  
t o  b e  made b y  paren t s  o r  b y  anyone e l se :  thing s  seemed t o  b e  
done o r  not done a lmos t  aut omatical l y . The s i t ua t ion o f  rap i d  
s oc ia l  change such a s  exi s t s in Por t  Mor e sby c a l l ed f or an 
adapta t i on of the tradi t i onal system in thi s regar d .  

Husbands and wive s who organi s e d  chi l d care a l ong tradi t ion­
al l ines in Port M or e sby mainly undertook compl ementary a c t ivi­
t ie s . When any prob l ems arose , the husband wa s expe c t e d  t o  
make the dec i s ions . l Whether h e  c onsul t e d  with h i s  wife , h i s  
kinsmen , o r  made an arb i trary dec i s ion , h i s  wife ha d t o  carry 
it out . I f  she was not happy with the dec i s i on she woul d 
appea l  t o  her husband ' s  kinsmen . Her own kinsmen might sup­
p or t  her i f  they fel t  she wa s not b e ing we l l  t r ea t e d . 2 

1 ( c ont d )  
M ore sby do c ome t o  s e e  the ir niece s ,  nephews a n d  young c ous ins , 
which e s t ab l i she s an inter e s t  - emotiona l and potent ia l ly 
e conomic - in them , even i f  they do not c ontribute ac t ive l y  
t o  the ir we l fare . 
1 . 

S ome t ime s he opted out and l e f t  the dec i s ion t o  the chil dr en 
themselve s ,  but never , in my exper i ence , di d he a sk h i s  wi fe 
to make a dec is ion in ma t ter s c once rning chi l dren . I f  her hus ­
band wa s not pr e sent a wi fe woul d u s ua l ly s ta l l  rather than · 
make a dec i s i on regar ding chi l dren ( other than one s c oncerned 
with minor dome s t ic ma t t e r s ) .  
2 A l though a fter marriage a wife , for mos t  s oc ia l  and economic 
purpo se s , be l ongs to her husband ' s  pat r i l ineage , her na tal  kin 
ma intain inter e st in her and more part icular ly , have s ome 
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I n  the change d s oc ial environment in the t own , consc ious 
dec i s i ons regar ding chi l dren had to be made from t ime to t ime 
because Chimbu s oc ia l  norms were not r e l evant to the urb an 
e nvir onment . Such dec i s ions were usua l ly l e f t  t o  the chi l dren 
themse l ve s , the father author i s ing th e chil d to make the 
dec i s ion . The re wer e  no s oc ia l norms c oncerning ( i ) whether 
a s ick chi l d  shoul d  be t aken to h o s p i ta l ; ( i i )  whe ther a chi l d 
shou l d  go on t o  sec ondary s chool ; ( i i i )  whether , i f  a wi fe 
l eave s her husband a fter a quarrel and r eturns to Chimbu , the 
chi l dren shoul d remain in Port More sby and f ini sh their school ­
ing or return t o  Chimbu with the ir mother ; an d ( iv)  wha t t o  do 
if a chi l d  doe s  not l ike wa sh ing or being wa she d . 

Two o f  the category I I  fami l ie s  gave s ome thought t o  the 
care of the ir chi l dren , but in one c a s e  the chi l dren wer e  s t i l l  
very young , and i n  the other c a s e  the two o l der ch i l dren had 
been brought up by the husband ' s  s i s ter , and the parent s s aw 
very l it t l e  o f  them . However , they ma inta ine d r i ght s in th e 
chil dren by occa s ional gif t s  of c l oth e s  and food . 

L e i sure ac t iv i t ie s 

In tradit iona l Chimbu s oc iety , r ecr ea t i on i s  often one a s ­
pec t  o f  ac t ivi t ie s  which are he l d  f or o ther pur p o se s ,  for 
examp l e , danc ing at  p i g  fe s t iva l s , s p eech-making and ge s t ur ing 
at food e xchange s ,  s inging at gir l s '  puber ty fe s t ivit ie s , hea d­
turning at c ourt ing part ie s . There is ver y  l i t t l e  recre a t i on 
f or married women ,  a l though they may be r e quired t o  par t i c i ­
pate b y  cul t iva t ing o r  c ooking extra f oo d . 

The act ivit ie s used  t o  a s s e s s  the degree o f  s e gr e ga t i on in 
l e i sur e  ac t iv i t ie s in Por t More sby were : going t o  Koke marke t 
( people go t o  the marke t  a s  much t o  mee t  people a s  t o  buy 
thing s ) ; going t o  chur ch ; vi s it ing re l a t ive s or friend s ; gam­
b l ing at home ; 1 gambl ing away from hQme ; wat ching or p laying 
spor t ; going to the pic ture s ;  dr inking at h ome ; drinking away 
from home ; going t o  c ommit tee meet ings ; going t o  a women ' s  
church group . The se wer e  the mos t  fre quent l e i sure- t ime 
a c t ivit ie s ,  apart from s impl y  s i t t ing around t a lking . S ome 
husbands and wive s spent a c ons i derab l e  amount of t ime s it t ing 
in or j us t  out s i de the i r  house s , t alking wi th each other 

r i gh t s  and intere s t s  in her chi l dren . A husband ' s  social  group 
give s h i s  wi fe ' s kinsmen a pre sent a few weeks after  the b ir th 
of each o f  her chi l dr en , and they wi l l  g ive a share of the 
br ideprice to the wi fe ' s kin when her daughter s marry . 
1 Gambl ing i s  a s s o c iated  wi th car d- p l aying . 
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t oge ther or with o ther s .  S ome t ime s men t a lked among them­
se lve s wh i l e  women t a l ke d  t ogether , but a s  part o f  a s ingl e  
gr oup . Other hu sband s spent very l it t le t ime a t  home . 

It i s  d i f fi cul t to a s se s s  s it t ing around t a lking in t e rms 
of B o t t ' s  j oint ly and independent ly organi sed act ivit ie s ,  and 
to do thi s quant itatively wou l d  require mea sur ement s o f  the 
t ime a hu sband and wife spent t a l king together with other s ,  
in a sex- segregated gr oup , and al one . Unfortunate ly I d id no t 
keep such recor d s . 

Chimbu hu sband s in Port Mo re sby had more l e i sure- t ime occu­
p at ions than the ir wive s , although thi s d id not mean that they 
had more l e i sure t ime . When women d id take p ar t  in r ecreat i on­
al activ ity other than s imp ly t a l king to pe op l e , it wa s usual l y  
w i th the ir hu sban d s . 

The sexual re lation ship 

Bott  ( 1 9 7 1 : 8 3 )  s t at e s that fami l ie s  wi th l oo se- knit social  
ne twor ks , whi ch were al s o  the one s with j o int conj ugal role­
r e l at i on ship s , p l aced con s id er ab l e  import ance on the achieve­
ment o f  succe s s fu l  sexual re l at i on ship s be tween hu sband and 
wi fe , whi l e  fami l i e s  with segregated r o l e- r e l at ionsh ip s  did 
no t .  Bo t t ' s  in format ion ab out the s exual  r e l at ion ship s o f  
the coup le s i n  her s amp l e  wa s ob tained a t  cl inical  interviews 
condu cted by the medical p sycho- analy s t . S he ment ions the 
sexual re l at ionship in her de s cr ip ti on s  of the conj ugal re­
l at i on sh ip s of the fami l ie s , but doe s no t r e l ate the infor ­
mat ion g iven to her c l as s i f ic at ion o f  conj ugal act ivit i e s  
accor ding t o  independent , comp l imentary o r  j oint organ i s at ion . 

The term ' succe s s fu V  in the context o f  the sexual r e l at ion­
ship no doub t has d i f ferent connot at i on s  for d i f ferent coup l e s , 
whe ther Chimbu or London couple s .  I coul d not j ud ge whe ther 
the Chimbu coupl e s  I s tudied fe lt s at i s f ie d  with the ir sexual 
r e l at ionship s . S exual  s a t i s fact i on d i d  not appear t o  be very 
s igni fi cant p ar t  of the marr iage r e l at ionship for Chimbu : l the 
real  imp or t ance o f  the sexual re l at i on sh ip o f  hu sbarid and wi fe 
wa s that it was ne ce s sary f or the pr ocre ation of chi l dren , and 
it wa s impor t ant to a man that he have chi l dren . 

The many t r ad i t i onal t abu s aga ins t  hu sband s and wive s hav­
ing sexual  inter cour se seeme d to be s t i l l  ob served by Chimbu 

S ee pp . 3 1 ,  3 2 , 3 3 , 40 .  One e du cated hus b and in my s amp le d id 
s ay that sex wa s important , but he did not nece s sar ily  mean 
imp ort ant in terms o f  a s at i s fying mar ital r e l a tionship . 
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Table 9 . 3  

Ab st inence from sexual intercour se* 

S oc i al S oc i a l  S o cial 
category category category 

I I I  I II 
No . o f  fami l ie s  1 3  4 3 
No . o f  COUJ2l e s  ab s t aining 9 3 2"'k"·k 

Reasons g iven for ab s t a ining : 

W i fe b reast- feeding 4"k')1("k::/= 2 1 ::/= 
W i fe pr egnant 2 0 0 
S leep ing- r oom overcrowde d  3 0 0 
W i fe o l d  or s i ck 1 0 0 
D i d  not want more ch i l dren 1 i==f 0 2::/=i=i= 
No spe c i f i c  rea son 0 1 6 0 

-!:: In s ome case s more than one reason app l ied to the s ame 
coup l e . 

** One coup l e  did not want t o  h ave any more chi l dr en but I am 
not sur e what , i f  any , steps  they were t aking to avo id the 
wife ' s  becoming pregnant again . The hu sband said that the 
trad it ional me thod wa s to ab s tain from sexual re l a t ions , 
but he al so said that h i s  wi fe cou l d  go to the fami ly p l an­
ning c l inic  if she l i ked , but that he had no t ime to go . 

*** A fi fth woman was bre ast- feed ing but she and her hu sb and 
were not s t r ic t ly ob serving the t r ad i t i ona l cu s t om o f  com­
p l e t e  ab s t inence from sexual r e l at ions dur ing thi s  per iod . 

::/= Inc lude s two- year - o l d  chil dren pul l ing at the ir mother ' s  
bre a s t s when up set , but they are not bre a s t- feeding on a 
regu l ar b a s i s . 

::/= ::/=  Hu sband and wi fe d id not agree ab out ab s t aining fr om sex­
ual r e l at i on s . The hu sband had to accede to h i s  wi fe ' s 
wi she s , and sexual intercour se wa s not , I was to l d , pr ac­
t i sed dur ing the survey o  

=Fi=:/= One wi fe did i n  fact become pr egnant when the survey ended . 

6 I think that thi s coup l e  were s imp ly fo l l owing trad it ion by 
s leep ing in d i f ferent rooms . They had three chi l dren , the 
younge s t  be ing ab out s ix ye ar s o l d ; the father appeared t o  
b e  i n  h i s  f i f t ie s and the mother i n  her thir t i e s . 
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l iving i n  Port More sby in 1 9 7 2 . 1 In add it ion , over crowding 
in hou se s  cau sed some coup l e s  to ab s t a in from sexual inter­
cour se . 

The fact that a high p ropor t i on o f  urban Chimbu coup l e s  
wer e apparent ly ab s taining from sexual intercour se seems to 
indicate that a c l o se and ' succe s s fu l ' sexual re l at ionship 
was not impor t ant for the se c oup l e s  ( see T ab l e  9 . 3 ) . Accord­
ing t o  Bot t  ( 1 9 7 1 : 73 ,  8 3 ) such a s i tuat i on wou l d  more l ikel y  
b e  found in segregated r ather than j oint conj ugal re l at ion­
ship s , and as we have seen , Chimbu conj ug al r e l at i on sh ip s tend 
to be highly segregated . 

Po s s ib ly the nature o f  the sexual r e l at ionship o f  marr ied 
coup l e s  is a con sequence o f , r ather than a facit in , the con­
j ugal r e l a t i on sh ip , and that by it s very nature it cannot be 
c l a s s i f ied a s  be ing independent ly , comp l ementar i ly or j o int ly 
organi sed . C er t a inly I am not ab le  to make any such a s se s s­
ment from my informat ion about the sexual pr act ice s and at t i­
tude s o f  Chimbu f ami l ie s . 

1 By 1 9 7 3  t abu s again st sexual  intercour se between men and 
unmarr i e d  g ir l s  were s l owly br eaking down in Port  More sby , 
e spe c i a l ly among the younger men ,  due t o  the examp l e  o f  men 
and women o f  o ther tribe s . 



Chapter 1 0  

Quant itative analy s i s  o f  conj ugal relat ionships  - at t i tude s 

Introduction 

The dat a  in thi s chap ter were co l le cted from re sponse s t o  
open- ended que st ions and from sp ont aneou s remark s made dur ing 
gener al  conver s at ion . They concern att i tude s ab out general 
concep t s  that have s ome be aring on hu sband- wi fe rel at ionsh i p s  
or a spe c t s  o f  such conce pt s ,  rather than at t it ude s abou t the 
organi s at ion o f  act ivit ie s .  The se att itude s are cl a s s i f ied 
as segregated , neutral or j oint in natur e according to whether 
they are comp at ib l e  with a j o int or segregated conj ugal r o le­
r e l at i on ship or whe ther they are  non- commi t a l  in  thi s  r e s pe ct . 

The character i s t i c s  o f  a goo d  wi fe 

The at t i tude s of husbands and wive s were cl a s s i f ied separ­
ate l y  on th e top i c  of what they thought were the characte r i s­
t i c s  o f  a good wife . There were twenty- nine d i f ferent r e s­
pon s e s  and the se were grouped int o segregated ,  neutral  or 
j o int . Near l y  a l l  re spon se s concerne d  the per s onal charact er­
i s t i c s  or behaviour o f  a wi fe , one maj or a spect re l at ing to 
e conomic act iv it i e s  and har d  work ,  and the other t o  the per­
s onal r e l at ionships  o f  the w i fe e ither within or out s ide the 
f ami l y .  The se att itude s cou ld read i l y  be s c a l ed on a cont in­
uum of the degree of segregat ion or j o intne s s  expre s se d  in the 
a t t itude . Tho s e  views expre s s ing the imp o rtance o f  the wi fe 
b e ing good to peop l e  out s ide the nuc l ear fami ly cou l d  be r e­
garded as more se gregated than thos e  expre s s ing the need for 
a wi fe to be concerned with her nuc l e ar fami ly or wi th her 
hu sband . 

In trad i t i onal Chimbu soc iety a wi fe i s  expected  t o  main­
t a in str ong emoti onal  t ie s  wi th her nat a l  group a l thou gh for 
mo s t  s oc i a l  purp o se s  she act s as a member of he r hu sband ' s 
group whi ch ha s l egal , economic and pr ocreat ive r i ght s in her . 
More s tre s s  i s  p l aced on a wife having suc ce s s fu l  re l at i on­
sh i p s  with her hu sband ' s kin grou'p than on her ge t t ing on we l l  
with he r hu sband per se . 

1 1 7  
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Table 10 . l  

Attitudes relating to a good wife* 

Attitudes 

S egregated : 

1 .  Obedient 

2 . Economic and hardworking 

3 .  Works for money if she 
has no small  children 

4 .  S tres se s  relationships 
with her own or her 
husband ' s  kin group 

Neutral : ** 

5 .  Has children but not 
too· many 

6 .  Must not get angry with 
her husband 

Joint : 

7 .  Does not fl irt 

8 .  Intrafamilial relation­
ships stressed 

9 .  Good- looking , intell igent 

Husbands ' attitude s 
by social category 
I II  III  

B , C ,D , I  N , O  

A , C , D ,E, O , P  
H , J ,K , L  

D Q 

B ,D , J ,M Q R , S  

L 

B , C ,H , J  0 R 

A , J  p 

s 

T 

Wives ' att itudes by 
social category 

I II III 

D , E , H , L  N , Q  

C ,D , H , K ,  Q 
M 

D ,H 

C , M  O, P s 

A , L  

B , H , J  

M 

D R, S 

* No information from wife T and couples F ,  G and I .  Husband R ( category III)  said 
that a good wife should take part in community affair s .  Husband I { category I )  
said that h e  did not know the attributes o f  a good wife because h e  left Chimbu 
when he was a smal l boy and came to Port Moresby . 

** Neutral in regard to conjugal role segregation as they either bear no relation 
to it (no . 5 )  or I was unable to interpret the response in terms of conjugal role 
segregation {no . 6) . 
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At t it ude s empha s i s ing. the. imµor t ance o f  t ha economi c con­
tr ibut ion of t he wi fe ar e regarded as segr egat ional in nature , 
a s  economic act ivit ie s in t rad it i onal Chimbu socie ty are organ­
i sed on a comp l ementary or independent b as i s . In T ab l e  1 0 . 1  
people ' s  views are cl a s s i f ied according to the ir degree o f  
se gre gat ion o n  the b a s i s  o f  a sub j ect ive and s pe culat ive a s se s s­
ment . 

Obe d ience and e conomi c activ i t ie s and not ge t t ing angry 
with one ' s  hu sband were ment i one d mo s t  frequent l y  by b oth hus­
band s and wive s a s  the character i st i c s  o f  a good wife . The s e  
op inions may be exaggerated be cause  there wer e more fami l ie s  
i n  soc ial category I than i n  the othe r two categor ie s and few 
o f  them had views c l a s s i fied as j o int . Equal number s o f  fam­
i l ie s  in each category might have pr oduced a d i f fe rent overal l 
impre s s ion . 1 

The charact er i s t ic s  o f  
a good hu sband 

Tab l e  1 0 . 2  l i s t s  hu sband s '  and wive s ' views on whi ch attri­
but e s  are imp or t ant in de f ining a good hu sband . I have c l as s i­
f ied ' doe s not dr ink ' and ' doe s not gamb l e ' a s  neutral  be cau se , 
a l thoug h  Chimbu l iving in P ort Mor e s by woul d  pr imar i ly ob j ec t  
t o  the se act iv i t ie s  o n  economi c gr ound s they cou l d  al s o  have 
s o c ial  or rel igiou s  ob j ect ions to the se pract ice s ,  or re sent 
the amount o f  t ime spent on the se activi t ie s  r ather than be ing 
s pent on family act ivitie s .  

The overa l l  pattern o f  the r e sp on s e s  i s  s imi l ar t o  that o f  
Tab l e  1 0 . 1 ,  the re b eing s l igh t l y  fewer hu sband s who s tre s sed 
that good hu sband s shou l d  not fight with their wive s than 
there had been hu sband s s aying that a good wi fe shoul d not 
f ight wi th her hu sband . More wive s sugge s ted that a good hu s­
b and shou l d  not fight with hi s wi fe than sugge sted a good wi fe 
shou l d  not quarr e l  wi th her hu sband . L i tt l e  empha s i s  was giv­
en to a hu sband ' s  be ing obe d ient to his wi fe . Fact o r s  con­
cerned wi th e c onomic pr oduct ion were the charact er i s t i c s  mo s t  
fr equent ly ment ione d a s  be ing de s ir ab l e  i n  a hu sband . There 
is no apparent pattern of d i f fere nt att itude s in the var ious 
c at egor ie s .  

Why do peop l e  marry? 

A numb er o f  Chimbu hu sband s and wive s found thi s que s t ion 
d i f fi cu l t  e ither t o  under s t and or to answe r , perhap s becau s e  

l The comment made by hu sband I ( see  Tab le 1 0 . 1 ) ind icate s that 
the r e sp onse s made may re fer to soc ial norms rather than t o  in­
d ividual opinion s . However , in tribal  societie s soc ial and 
individual  at t i tude s tend to co inc ide more than i s  the ca se in 
indu s tr i al i sed socie t ie s . 
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Table 10 . 2  

Attitudes relatin� to a sood husband* 

Husbands ' attitudes Wives ' attitudes by 
Attitudes by social category social category 

I I I  III I II III 

Segregated: 

1 .  Obedient M Q T 

2 .  Works hard ,  is  good in A , C , D ,  1? , Q R ,T  C , D , H , 
busine s s , gives money to H , J  J , K,M 
wife and kin 

3 .  Gives plenty of things A , F  N , Q  D , F , K  O , Q 
to wife and her kin 

Neutral : 

4 .  Does not gamble or drink A** C , D  N 

5 .  Does not have children L 
too close together 

6 .  Friendly t o  everyone s 

7 .  Does not fight or argue H 0 E , H , J, p 
with wife . K,M 

�: 

8 .  Does not flirt C , G  G 

9 . Intrafamilial relationships I P , Q  R E , H ,M p 
stre s sed 

10 . Helps wife I 0 R H , M  s 

* No information from husbands B , E ,K , L ,M and S ,  and wives A , B , I  and J .  

** Drinking only not good . 
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o f  the ir l ack o f  conceptual thinking and be cause o f  the aut o­
mat i c i  ty o f  mo st  s o c ial  pr oce s se s  in t radi t ional Chimbu s oc ie ty . 
S ome respondent s  gave more than one r e a s on .  

S eve ral people cited parent s  or rel at ive s a s  in st igat ing 
the forma l i t i e s  o f  marr iage , bu t only a fter a man and woman 
had already be c ome attracted to e ach other and the woman had 
l e t  it be known that she wou l d  l ike to  marry the man . Probab­
ly mutual attract i on be tween spou s e s  was o ften a fact or in 
init iat ing formal marr iage arr angement s by the coup l e ' s  r e s­
p e c t ive kin , a l though thi s cer t ainly was n ot alway s  the case . 

Owing t o  the smal l numb er o f  re spon se s that cou l d  be t abu­
l ated , Tab le 1 0 . 3  doe s not provide s u f f i c ient informat ion t o  
ind i cate charact er i s t ic s  o f  j o intne s s  or segregat ion i n  the 
expe ctat ions o f  marr i age r e l a t i on ship s in the fami l ie s  studied . 
None o f  the reasons for marr i age ind ic ate that a j oint con­
j ugal r e l at i on ship was expected , but thi s may be in par t be­
cau se the c oup l e s  had in mind the formal i t ie s  of the marriage 
' ceremony ' as d i s t inc t from ideas ab out the two ind ividual s 
be ing marrie d . They were thinking o f  marr iage in s oc ial terms 
r ather than in terms of the two individual s concerned , be caus e 
for the Chimbu , marr iage forma l i t ie s are a soc ial a s pe c t  o f  
the c onj ugal r e l at i on ship , marriage a s  a n  in st itut i on hav ing 
b oth individual and soc ial  imp l i ca t i on s . 

One o f  the d i f fi cul t ie s  in quanti fy ing social  re sear ch data 
is  that many of the ove r t one s and imp l i cat ions o f  informat ion 
g iven by r e s p ondent s may be l o st . In trying t o  inc lude the se 
ove r tone s the t abu l at i on may become cumber s ome . For examp l e , 
in att itude 6 I t ry t o  ind i cate that al though s ome o f  the in­
formant s said that pe ople marr ied b e caus e  the ir parent s wi shed 
it , and that the p ar ent s probab ly wi shed it  t o  ob tain br ide­
pri ce for the i r  daughter or to e s t ab l i sh fr iend l y  r e l at i on­
ship s with the pro spe c t ive sp ou se ' s  kin group , l in many in­
s t ance s the paren t s  wou l d  onl y be wil l ing to marry the ir 
daughter to  someone the g ir l  her se l f  wi shed to  marry . 2 But 

An automat i c  c onsequence of br idepr i ce payment s and mar r i age 
exchange s .  
2 Reasons why a boy or girl want t o  marry each other wer e not 
g iven , but the ex i s tence of mutua l at t r act ion between them 
was o ften imp l ied . One hu sband note d  that many young Chimbu 
g ir l s  were now marrying o l der men who had been succe s s fu l  in 
bu s ine s s . He imp l ied that the gir l s  wanted the ' good thing s 
o f  l i fe ' . Another cau s e  o f  this  phenomenon might be that in 
recent year s there are fewer young men in many p ar t s  of Chimbu 
b e cau s e  ·they are away l iving in t owns or working on p l ant at i ons . 
However ,  in a s oc iety where p o lygyny i s  pr act i sed it i s  l ike ly 
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Table 10 . 3  

Attitudes to why people marry* 

_, _ _ _ ,,...� 
Husbands ' att itudes Wives attitudes by 

Attitudes by social category social category 
I II  III  I II  III  

Segregated: 

1 .  For economic or domestic A, G , K  E , G  
services 

2 .  For sexual services s s 

3 .  Because daughter wishes 
t o  get brideprice for A 
parent s 

4 .  Because relatives wish it c p 

5 .  Parents wish it because a 
European may have per- A 
suaded them to let their 
daughter marry him 

Neutral : 

6 .  Parents wish it after boy 
and girl attracted to each B B , C  
other 

( i) to get brideprice A N N 

(il) because they are afraid 
their daughter wil l  be- A 
come pregnant 

7 . To have children G , K  s G s 

8 .  I t  i s  God ' s  plan s s 

9 .  To get away from a previous A 
husband 

* No information from husbands E and P ,  wives A and K, and couple s  D , F ,H , I , J , L ,M , O ,  
Q , R  and T .  
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her e again mo t ive s may be mixed . They wi l l  want the ir daugh­
ter t o  be happy for her own s ake , but at the same t ime real­
i s e  that if  she i s  not  happy she may run away and br idepr ice 
may have to be re turned or b ad relat ionship s may deve l op be­
tween the ir social  group and that o f  their s on- in- l aw .  

The f ir s t  five att itude s i n  Tab le 1 0 . 3  are interpr eted a s  
expre s s ing a segregated view o f  the conj ugal r e l at i on ship ; the 
remainder do not imp ly segregat ion in the marr iage re l at ion­
ship , except perhap s the view that peop l e  marry to have chi l ­
dren , b u t  ne ither do they indi cate a j oint conj ugal re l a t i on­
ship . None o f  the re a s on s  g iven for peop l e  marrying seemed 
t o  ind ic ate the expectation o f  a j o int hu sband- wi fe r e l at ion­
ship in marr i age . 

' Why do many hu sbands  leave the ir wive s 
in Chimbu when they are in Port Mo re sby ? ' 

The rep l ie s  t o  thi s  que s t ion are t abu l ated in T ab l e  1 0 . 4 . 
Nearl y  a l l  re sponse s s tre s sed the importan ce o f  e c onomi c fac­
t or s  r ather than emot i onal t ie s  in the conj ugal r e l at ion ship , 
ap art from the s ent iment that the hu sb and may not l ike h i s  
w i fe and wou l d  there for e leave her i n  Chimbu . Respondent s 
may have a s sumed that in case s where the wi fe remained in 
Chimbu there wa s no emo t i onal t ie between hu sband an d wi fe , 
but t hi s  was not ment ione d . I f  a wi fe ' s  rema ining in Chimbu 
d id ind icate a l ack o f  emot ional t ie s  be tween spouse s ,  then , 
a s  su ch a high propor t i on o f  wive s rema ine d  in Chimbu , 
emot i onal t i e s  between spouse s wou l d  not appear t o  be a norm 
in Chimbu conj ugal relat i on sh ip s .  Again , i f  j oint re l at ion­
shi p s  were the norm there woul d  prob ab l y  have been more r e s­
p on se s r e l at ing t o  the hu sb and ' s  not l iking the wi fe a s  a 
reason for l eaving he r in Chimbu , and a l ower propor t ion men­
t i oning e conomic cons iderat ions onl y . From the re spons e s  
g iven , i t  wou l d  seem that e conomic factor s had pr ior ity over 
s o c i al , sexual , procreat ive or emot i onal factor s in C h imbu 
conj ugal r e l at ionship s . 

It  i s  d i fficu l t  t o  arr ange the views given accor ding to 
the ir imp l i cat ion a s  t o  the degree of conj ugal r ol e- segregat ion . 
S ix o f  the rep l ie s  ind icated that the de c i s ion a s  to  whether 
the wi fe came t o  P ort More sby was more l ike ly t o  l ie wi th the 
hu sband than with the wi fe , and gave e conomi c ,  social  or 
emo t i onal reason s  why the hu sband might not want to have h i s  

2 ( cont d )  
that there wa s alway s a propor t ion o f  young g ir l s  marr ie d  t o  
o l der men .  S ince the comp l e t i on o f  the s tudy a number o f  
o ther Chimbu have no ted thi s s ame phenomenon . 
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Table 10 . 4  

Attitudes t o  husbands leaving wives in Chimbu during 
their long- term residence in Port Moresby* 

Attitudes 

S egregated : 

1 .  Wife doesn ' t  want to 
come to Port Moresby 

2 .  Husband doesn ' t  want to 
spend money on her 
(variou s  reasons)  

3 .  Husband cannot afford 
her in town ( i . e . ,  
husband unemployed )  

4 .  Why not ? It is alright 

5 .  Husband doesn ' t  send 
money for her fare 

6 .  Husband want s her to 
grow coffee 

7. Wife want s to grow 
coffee 

8 .  Husband want s her to 
look after his relat ives 

Neutral : 

9 .  Husband doesn ' t  like her 

Husbands ' attitudes 
by social category 
I II III 

c 

A N , P  

B , J  

c 

R 

Wives ' att itudes by 
social category 

I I I  I I I  

p 

E , G s 

B , D ,  

H 

N 

D , E  s 

E ,H 

E N 

G , I , L  

* No information from husbands D ,E ,G ,H, I ,L , S , wives A , C , J ,R,  and couples F , K , M , O ,Q , T . 
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wi fe in Port More sby ( at t itude s 2 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 ) . At t itude 1 doe s 
no.t .suggest any rea s on why the wi fe might not want to come t o  
Por t Moresby , but wi fe P ,  in add i t i on t o  sugge s t ing that a 
wi fe might no.t want t o  come to P or t  More sby , ind i cated that 
a. wi fe might pre fer to s t ay in the Chimbu and grow cof fee , s o  
tha t  this may more accur ate l y  be regarded a s  the s ame r e p l y  
a s  at t itude 6 .  

No trend s except the importance o f  economic factor s show 
up in T able 1 0 . 4 ,  perhap s be cause o f  the smal l number s  in­
volved . Dur ing di s cu s s ions onl y family P ,  in category II , 
s aid that they thought that it was b ad for hu sband s and wive s 
t o  be separated for any l ength o f  t ime . W i fe S in category 
III  s a id that she woul d alway s go wherever her hu sband went . 
I f  a comp anionat e type o f  marr iage wi th a j o int conj uga l re­
l at ionship was the norm in Chimbu society , then i t  wou ld be 
l ikel y  that wiv e s  wou l d  expr e s s  the unde s irab i l ity o f  l ong 
per iod s of phy s i cal separat ion o f  hu sb and s and wive s ,  or a 
l arger proport ion o f  re spondent s woul d  have sugge sted reason s  
out s ide o f  the control  o f  the ind ividual s concerned ( e . g . an 
i nadequate income or l ack o f  accommodat ion in t own) as the 
cau s e  o f  wive s remaining in Chimbu . The que st ion then wou l d  
be : why doe s  the hu sb and come t o  P ort Mor e sby? I f  t h e  con­
j ugal r e l at ionship was j o int it wou l d  be unl ike ly tha t  he 
wou l d  s t ay in the c ity by hims e l f for any l ength of t ime . 
F ami l y  P sugg e s ted that it wa s bad for a hu sband and wi fe t o  
b e  separated be cause t h e  wi fe might f ind her se l f  ano ther 
hu sb and ; thi s doe s not ne ce s sar ily imp ly an expe ctat ion o f  a 
j o int conj ugal r o l e- re l at i on sh ip in marr iage . 

At t itude s t o  hu sbands and wive s 
s l eeping in the s ame hou se 

The hu sband and wi fe in al l fami l ie s  studied l ived and 
s l ept  in the s ame hou se , l except f or famil y  o . 2 In several 
home s hu sb and and wife d id not s l eep in the s ame room ,  and in 
o ther s they s l ept in separat e bed s or on separat e mat s . 3 

No .pr ov i s i on wa s made for men ' s hou s e s  in the l ow- c o s t  hou s­
ing suburb s .  In the shanty set t l ement s there were s everal  
men ' s ' dormitor ie s ' but  the se were very overcrowded . Hu sband s 
with wive s in P or t  Mor e sby d id not u sual l y  s l eep in the s e  
dormit or ie s . 
2 Dur ing the fir st part o f  the r e search per iod , coupl e  0 d i d  
n o t  have their own hou s e ; the w i fe , b u t  n o t  the hu sband , wa s 
permitted  t o  s t ay with r e l at ive s in an army compound . Th i s  
separ at ion was no t their own cho i ce . 
3 In many Papua New Gu ine an t r ib e s  sexual inter cour se , mar ital 
or otherwi se , u sual ly t ake s p l ace in the bu sh or gar den s . 
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Table 10 . 5  

Attitudes t o  husbands sleeping in men ' s  houses* 

Att itudes 
Husbands ' attitudes 
by social category 

Wive s ' attitudes by 
social category 

I II III I II III 

Segregated : 

1 .  Prefers separate 
house s  for husband 
and wife 

2 .  In Port Moresby 
husband must look 
after wife at night** 

Neutral : 

3 .  Indifferent 

B ,D ,  
G , J  

A ,H 

A , B , C ,D ,  
E , G ,H , J  

A , B , I ,K 

Q 

4 .  Likes one hou se in 
Port Moresby and 
separate houses in 
Chimbu 

A , F , H  N F , I ,K , L  N , P  

.:!.!?.!!!!: 

5 .  Prefers one house for 
husband and wife 
together 

C ,L p S , T 

* No information from husbands E , I ,K ,Q ,R and couples M and o .  
** The husbands and wives who mentioned this preferred separate houses but 

real ised this might not be practical in Port Moresby . 

R , S , 
T*** 

*** Wife R said that when they go to Chimbu on holiday, she doesn ' t  mind whether her 
husband sleeps with her or in the men ' s house . 
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Near ly a l l  the cat egory I famil ie s_ preferred that men l ive 
in men ' s hou se s  and. women in the ir own individual hous e s ,  but 
becau se they wer.e afraid . of pr owLe r s  in Port More sby they fe l t  
husband s shou l d  s1 eep in the s ame house. a s.  the ir wive s in 
order to pr o tect them . W iv.e s said that they d i d  not want the ir 
hu sband s around al l the t ime , e special l y  when they wer e  cooking ; 
One hu sband s aid that the advant age o f  a hu sband and wi fe hav­
ing separate hou s e s  was that i f  some smal l quarre l deve l oped 
between them th�n the husband c ou l d  go off to the m�n ' s h ouse 
and temper s had t ime t o  cool  o f f  b e fore the husband and wife 
came in c ontact aga in . 

None o f  the cat egor y I I  or I I I  fami l i e s  pre ferred separate 
hou s e s  for hu sband s and wive s in Port Mo re sby ; a l l  tho se in 
category II I pre ferred to have one hou se in both Port More sby 
and Chimbu . Pre fer ence for a singl e  hou se f or the nucl ear 
f ami l y  was a more j oint att itude t oward s  the hu sband-wi fe re­
l at i onship than pre ference for men t o  l ive in men ' s  hou s e s  and 
women to l ive in their own hous e s .  

At t itude s t o  p o lygyny 

Bot t  studied the c onj ugal re l at i on shi p s  and s oc ial networ ks 
of monogamou s fami l ie s  who l ived in a society where p o lygyny 
had been i l l egal for hundred s o f  ye ar s . By cont r a s t , in 7 o f  
the 2 0  Chimbu fami l ie s  studied , hu sb ands  ( al l  i n  social  cate­
gory I )  e i ther wer e  or had been polygyni s t s . One man said  that 
one wi fe wa s e nough for any man whi l e  o ther hu sb and s wou l d  be 
happy t o  become polygyn i s t s shoul d  the need or the occas ion 
ar i se . S ome wive s wou l d  have accepted a co- wi fe ,  without argu­
ment , in cert ain circums t ance s .  

In Chimbu , a s  in Papua New Gu inea in general , polygyny was 
no t wide ly pract i sed but mo st  men cons idered it the ide al  form 
o f  marr iage . Chr i s t i an mi s s ionar ie s strong ly condemned the 
pract i ce , but even st rong adherent s of the chur ch s ome t ime s 
s aid they cou l d  not under st and why a hu sb and with more than 
one wife was not a l l owed t o  become a member o f  the chur ch . 

Al though the church ' s  inf luence may have redu ced the in­
c idence of p o lygyny in the Chimbu , it d id not succeed in break­
ing down the t r ad i t i onal at t itude o f  segregation in the mar­
r i age r e l at i on sh ip and rep l acing i t  with the more j oint att i­
tude s and pract i ce s  recommend ed by the modern church . People 
who wou l d  not p ract ise p o lygyny for Chr i s t ian reason s  were 
s t i l l  ab l e  t o  appr e c i at e  i t s  value in par t i cu l ar s ituat i on s , 
and some found it d i f fi cu l t  t o  under s t and the Chr i s t ian ru l ing 
on p o lygyny . Even among Chr i s t i an s  the tradit ional at t itude s 
may not have changed , but the ir pr act i ce s  in thi s regar d  had . 
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Attitudes 

S egregated 

1 .  Polygyny is good 

2 .  Polygyny good in certain 
circumstances :  
( i )  i f  first wi fe barren 

( ii )  if first wi fe doesn ' t  
want any more children 

( iii) if first wife old and 
sick 

Neutral : 

3 .  Polygyny is alright - it 
is up to the husband but 
fir st wife must agree 

4 .  Polygyny i s  necessary if 
first wi fe has only 
daughters 

5.  Polygyny is  alright in 
Chimbu but not in Port 
Moresby for economic 
reasons 

6 .  One wi fe is enough 

7 .  Polygyny is alright for 
others but not for me 
or my spouse 

8 .  Doe s  not know 

9 .  It i s  old- fashioned but 
not bad 

10 . It is un-Christian** 

Possibly joint : 

1 1 . It is bad .  It leads to 
quarrel s  due to jealousy 

Table 10 . 6  

Attitudes to polygyny* 

Husbands attitudes 
by social category 
I II Ill 

B , C , G,H , 
I , J , L,M 

H ,K 

A 

D , I , J  

F 

Q 

N 

Q 

p 

p 

D , G ,H,L Q 

R , S , T  

R 

T 

s 

Wive s ' attitudes by 
social category 

I II  III  

H ,M 
L 

A , J  

A , J  N , O  

D , E ,H,K P 

B , C  Q 

F 

I 

C ,L 

G 

s 

s 

R , T  

s 

S ,T 

* No information for husbands E and O .  Husband A said that it was up to the husband 
whether he wanted to have more than one wife . He said most of the older men 
favoured polygyny , but the younger men influenced by the mis sions thought they 
would only have one wife . Wi fe G said that it was too much work for the husband 
to prepare gardens for more than one wife , and this would lead to quarrels . 

** This view does not imply a condemnation of polygyny or polygynists because even 
for Christ ians traditional views persisted . 
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E conomi c fact or s might a l.so have a f fe c t ed the ir pr act i ce , a s  
p art i cu l ar l y  in the urb an s i tuat ion , a wi fe tend s  t o  be an 
e conomi c l iab i l ity rather than an a s set . 

Tab l e  1 0 . 6  shows that more hu sbands  than wive s cons idered 
p o lygyny to be po s it ive ly good . Onl y one per son , a wi fe , s aid 
that p o lygyny wa s uncond i t ional ly bad . A p o s i t ive v iew of 
p o lygyny may ind i c ate an expectat ion that the conj ugal r o l e­
r e l at ionship wi l l  be segregat ed r ather than j oint . Mo s t  o f  
t he v i ews expre s sed seemed t o  b e  pr agmat i c  r ather than sent i­
ment al  or r e l at e d  to emoti onal t ie s  b etween hu sb and and wi fe . 
C ategory I I I  fami l ie s  may be l e s s  in favour o f  p o lygyny than 
the fami l ie s  in othe r  social  categor ie s , an d category I I I  
wive s might b e  the s t r onge s t  opponent s i f  the ir hu sband s 
wi shed t o  become polygyni s t s .  

At t itude s t o  sup ernatur al 
p ower s 

Many Chimbu s a id that wi t ch cr a f t  ( sanguma ) was prevalen t  
i n  t he Chimbu and mo s t  be l ieved t h a t  s ome peop l e  were p o s se s s­
e d  by superhuman , uncontro l l ab l e  evi l  powe r s  that wou l d  be 
vent upon kins fo l k  or a ff ine s if they were in any way o f fended 
by them . 1 The s igni f i cance of the bel ie f for thi s study i s  
that i t  served t o  maint ain kinship t ie s  and the giving and re­
ce iving o f  serv i ce s be tween kinsmen and a f fine s , t hereby re­
duc ing or making d i f f icul t  c l o se t ie s  within the nuc lear fam­
i ly for there i s  a l imit t o  the numb er of social  t i e s  t o  whi ch 
an individual can b e  commit ted . 

S omet ime s Chimbu fami l i e s  in Port More sby were without food 
or money onl y two days  a fter pay- day . Apar t from dr inking and 
gamb l ing , the hu sband ' s  income was fre quent ly given to a kins­
man t o  he l p  p ay a court fine , t o  buy a p l ane t i cke t  b ack to 
Chimbu or for some t radit i onal pur p o se . If I inquir ed why the 
hu sb and had not kept part o f  h i s  p ay t o  buy food for hi s fam­
i l y , the rep ly wou l d  be , ' But the man wa s my brother ! '  or ' The 
man wa s my uncl e ' ' . In s ituat i on s  such as the se it i s  very 
d i f fi cu l t  to evaluate mot ive s .  D i d  the d onor act fr om a f fe c­
t i on or from fear ? However , whi chever it be , there wa s alway s 
the knowl edge that somet ime , s omewhe re , the equival ent o f  that 
whi ch wa s g iven wou l d  be returned by the rece iver or by one o f  
h i s  kin smen . 

I have already ment ione d the case o f  the hus b and and wi fe 
who b oth want e d  the wi fe t o  have an operat i on ,  but becau se the 
w i fe ' s  p aren t s obj e cted the couple  re luct ant ly cancel l ed the 
operat ion . The hu sb and wa s afraid that when they returned to  
the Chimbu hi s in- l aws might ki l l  him thr ough wit ch cr a f t  i f  
h e  al l owed h i s  wi fe t o  have the ope r at ion . 
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Tabl e 1 0 . 7 shows , that mo s t  .peapl e ., in the s amp1 e  b e l ieved 
t hat s anguma wa s,. an act ive f or ce in Chimbu but t he y  were not 
sur:e. whethe.r it exi s te d  in Port More s by . S anguma i s  b e l ieved 
t o  act hetween p eople who, ar e ,  r e l at e d  by b l o o d  or marr iage so 
they wer e no t concerne d abou t t he p r a c t i ce s  o f  non- Ch imbu s 
l iv ing ' in P o r t  Mor e sby ; 1  a s  one Ch imbu p o int e d  out , t hey d id 
not s p e ak the s e  p e op l e ' s  l anguage s so it w a s  unl i ke ly t ha t  
t hey knew about the ir pr a c t i ce s . Be l i e f  i n  s anguma i s  a form 
o f  s o c i a l  cont r o l  whi ch r e in fo r ce s kinship t i e s  but not t he 
conj ugal t ie . Hu s b an d s  and wiv e s  do no t s e t t l e d i s put e s  b e ­
t ween e a ch o the r by r e s or t ing t o  t h i s me an s , s o  i t  doe s no t 
s anct ion t he ir behavi our t owar d s  e ach o ther . By re infor c ing 
k in ship and a f f inal t ie s , b e l ie f  in wi t chcr a ft ind ir ec t l y  
emph a s i se s  segrega t i on r ather than j o int ne s s  i n  t he conj ugal 
r e l a t i on ship . Tho s e  p e op l e  who b e l ieved that s anguma was a 
for ce in the C h imbu but not in P o r t  More sby s t i l l  had t o  be 
c ar e ful to mee t  t he ir ob l igat ions to kin and a f fine s when they 
wer e  in P o r t  Mor e sby b e c au s e  i f  t hey did n o t , they m i ght be 
a f fe c t ed by wit ch e s  on the ir r eturn t o  Chimbu . 2 

T ab l e  1 0 . 7  shows that hu sband s in s o c ia l  c a t e g or i e s I I  and 
I I I  were the peop l e  mo s t  l ikely no t t o  b e l i eve in wit ch c r a ft . 
Thr ee o f  the s e  men c l a imed that they wer e  no t int e r e s t ed in 
maint aining r e l at i on ship s w i th al l t he ir kin and did no t g ive 
money to everyone who a sked . Hu sb and P ,  who ev i c t e d  h i s  
r e l at iv e s from h i s  hou se , s a id that he wou l d  spend t he r e st 
o f  hi s l i f e  in P o r t  More sby and that there wer e  no peop l e  in 
the c i t y  wh� cou l d  harm h im or hi s w i fe by me an s o f  wi t ch cr a ft 
or s or c e ry . 

4 V iews on change s in the d iv i s i on o f  l ab our in P o r t  Mor e sby 
In many o f  the fami l i e s  s t ud i ed t he hu sb and worked h ar d  t o  

e arn money whi l e  hi s w i f e  had l it t l e  t o  d o  at home . Fr equent ly 

Anthr op o l og i s t s who have s tu d i e d  wit chcr a f t  a c cu s at i ons in 
A fr i c an s o c ie t ie s s t at e  that su ch a c cu s at i on s  common ly o ccur 
b e tween co- wiv e s and c l o s e kin smen , but do not u su a l l y  ment i on 
a f f ine s ( s ee Marwi c k  ( 1 9 65 ) and Nade l ( 1 95 2 ) ) .  
2 Hu s b and D c l aimed that he wou l d  not go b ack t o  Chimbu t o  l ive 
b e c au s e he wa s a fr aid that s anguma wou l d  at t ack hi s ch i l d r en . 
3 The chur che s t au ght that w i t ch cr a f t  wa s not a r e al f or ce ,  bu t 
i t  wa s t he ho s p i t a l  ( s anguma u su a l l y  mani fe s t ed i t se l f  by sud­
denly c au s ing i l l ne s s  and frequen t l y  de ath ) r ather than Chr i s­
t i an t e aching s that s e emed t o  be undermining b e l ie f  in wi t ch­
c r a f t  in Por t More sby among s o c i a l  c at egory I f ami l ie s . 
4 S ee Appendix B for a summary o f  t he t r adi t i ona l Chimbu 
d iv i s i on o f  l ab our . 
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Table 10 . 7  

, Attitudes to witchcraft* 

Husbands ' at titudes ,  Wive s ' at titudes ,  by 
Attitudes by social category social category 

I II III I II III 

Reflect in� belie f in 
witchcraft : 

1 .  Knows someone in Port 
Moresby pos sessed by L L 
san�ma 

2 .  Bel ieves sanguma exists C , H  A,H R,T  
in Port Moresby and in 
Chimbu 

3 .  Believes sanguma exists A , F ,J ,K C , E , F ,  N ,Q 
in Chimbu but doesn ' t  J ,K 
know about Port Moresby 

4 .  Believes sanguma exists B , D  O , P  B , D , M  O , P*""* 
in Chimbu but not in 
Port Moresby 

5 .  Possibly sanguma in s 
Chimbu but definitely 
not in Port Moresby 

6 .  Does not know whether I s 
sanguma exists 

Reflectins disbe l ie f  in 
witchcraft : 

7 .  Does not believe in N ,**Q R , T  I 
sanguma because has 
not seen proof of  it 

* No information from husbands E and M and couple G .  
** Husband N said that he did not believe in sanguma because he was a Christian . 

He said that the modern form of ' love magic 1 practised in Port Moresby was to 
have nice clothe s  and a good j ob .  

*** Wife P said that there was no sanguma in Port Moresby because the government was 
there . It was not clear what she meant by thi s ,  i . e . , were witches afraid of 
the government , or did the government perform the functions of wit ches ,  that is  
punish people who conunitted social offences so that there was , as it  were , no 
need for wit ches to functioni 
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unempl oyed kinsmen o f  the hu sband or the wife cou l d  a s s i s t  her 
i f  she nee ded it . C onsequently mo s t  hu sband s d i d  not feel 
cal l e d  upon t o  help with dome s t ic t asks . Thi s  s ituat i on in 
it se l f  may tend t owar d s  segr egat i on in the conj ugal r o l e­
r e l at i onship with regar d  to act iv i t ie s , but i t  mi ght not b e  
a n  index o f  the hu sband ' s at t itude s t owar d s  hi s own wi fe o r  
o f  t i e s  o f  sent iment t oward s  her , o r  o f  hi s views o n  t h e  role s 
o f  hu sband and wi fe . Behaviour i s  regu l ated  t o  a l ar ge ext ent 
by fe l t  need s ,  in a p ar t i cu l ar s ituat ion as we l l  as by t he 
norms o f  so ciety . 

T ab l e  1 0 . 8  shows the d i f feren t  at t i tude s between fami l ie s  
in s o c ial  categor ie s I and I I I . The category I f ami l i e s  l ived 
in d i f ferent type s o f  hou sehol d  arrangement s  t o  tho s e  they 
were br ought up in , but the ir att itude s and pract i ce s  r egar d­
ing the d iv i s ion of l ab our be tween spouse s d i d  not seem t o  
have changed . 1 Owing t o  c i r cums t ance s out s i de t h e i r  contro l ,  
many wive s were unab l e  t o  p ar t i cipat e  in economi c product ion 
or e arning in Port More sby . The views expr e s se d  indi cat e that 
category I and II fami l ie s  were more l ikely t o  have segr egat e d  
conj ugal r o l e- r el at ionsh ip s  than category I I I  fami 1 ie s . 

In  T ab l e  1 0 . 8 ,  views 1 and 2 reve al  expe c t at ions o f  segre­
gat ion in mar ital  ro l e s  of Chimbu fami l i e s  in Port More sby . 
V iew 3 i s  more neutr al , re cogn i s ing that there  i s  the p a s s� 
ib i l ity o f  indiv i dual  var iat i on from the normal segregated 
p at tern . View 4 is  an exp re s s ion o f  there be ing l e s s  segre­
g at ion , or more j o intne s s , in conj ugal rel at ionship s in P ort 
More sby . 

D i s cu s s ion o f  f inding s re l at ing 
t o  att itude s 

In almo st  al l c a se s there we re more segregated act iv i t ie s 
and at t i tude s than there were j o in t  one s . In s ome inst ance s 

. this  r e f l ected the l arger number o f  fami l ie s  in s o cial  cate­
gory I ( e . g . , Tab l e  1 0 . 5  and 1 0 . 8 )  where at t itude s t ended to 
v ary according t o  soc ial  category . In  other case s ( e . g . , 
T ab l e s  1 0 . 1  and 1 0 . 2 ) segre gated and j oint v iews occurred in 
a l l  categor ie s and the fact that more segregated than j o int 
views were expre s sed probab ly indi cated that hu sband- wi fe 
r e l at ion ship s among Chimbu were more segregated than j oint in 
natur e . 

With the p o s s ib l e  excep t ion of cou p l e  J ,  at t itude s expre s sed 
her e r e f l ect  how the coup l e s  behave d , or wo u l d  l ike t o  behave , 
i . e . , wive s woul d  l ike t o  have p ar t i cipated in e conomic 
a ct iv i t i e s  or t o  have had gar den s in Port More sby a s  they d id 
in Chimbu . 
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Attitudes t o  division o f  labour between 
husband and wife in Port Moresby* 

Att itudes 

Expect segregated 
act ivitie s :  

1 .  Less  segregat ion 
of act ivities in 
Chimbu 

2 .  Division of labour 
basically the same in 
Chimbu and Port Moresby 

Neutral : 

3 .  It is regulated by 
individual choice 

Expect less  
segregation :  

4 .  There is  less  segregat ion 
in the divi sion of labour 
in Port Moresby 

Husbands ' attitude s ,  
by social category 

I II III 

A , C , H ,K N , O  

B ,D ,F ,  P 
G , I , J ,** 
L 

G*** 0 

R , S , T  
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Wives '  attitudes , by 
social category 

I II III 

A ,C ,H ,K 

B , E , F ,  
I ,J , L ,  
M 

G*** 

D 

0 

p 

0 

R , S , T 

* No information for husbands E and M, wife N and couple Q . 

** Husband J said he helped his wife more in Port Moresby because she was working 
for money . 

*** Couple G said that the division of labour between husband and wife was basical ly 
the same in Chimbu and Port Moresby , and that husband G always helped his wi fe 
a great deal in both place s ;  they conceded that other husbands might not behave 
this way but that was up to them, i . e . , there is opportunity for individual 
choice in this regard . See p . 10 8  for a discus sion on the difficult ie s  of de­
termining when an activity is per formed on a j oint basi s ,  due to a social norm, 
and when it is performed on the basis of an individual spouse assisting the 
other spouse . 
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The data gained fr om thi s exp l oratory study ind icate p o s s ib l e  
trend s  i n  family r e l at i on ship s and the d i ffi cu l t i e s  invo lved in 
studying such r e lation ship s .  The di f f i cu l t ie s  encount ered in 
try ing to quant i fy and t abu l ate the data show s ome o f  the prob­
l em s  whi ch wou l d  b e  invo lved in a l arge- s ca l e  s tudy o f  t r ib a l  
fami l i e s  l iving in a n  urban envir onment . However , the at t empt 
at quant i t at ive analy s i s  was o f  value in that i t  focu sed on 
s p e c i f ic det a i l s which are s ignif i cant in under s t anding family 
r e l at i onship but whi ch might be ove r l ooke d  or g iven insu f fic­
i ent attent ion in a qua l i t at ive analy s i s . They a l s o  he l p  to 
c l a r i fy the d i st inc t i on between actual behaviour and at t itude s 
or s o c i al norms . 
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S ummary and conclus ion s 

Int roduct ion 

A l though thi s s tudy is based on a smal l  s amp l e  of urb an 
Chimbu fami l ie s , it  provide s an ind icat ion o f  what t o  expect 
in such fami l ie s  and , when looked at again st  the background 
o f  rura l , t r adit ional fami l y  organ i s at ion and r e l a t ionship s , 
sugge st s the t ype s o f  change and continu i ty occurr ing among 
Chimbu fami l ie s  o f  d i f fer ing s oc i al and e conomic backgr ound s .  
With one except ion , al l the hu sbands and wive s were born in 
the highl and s ,  and of the s e  only one was born out s ide Chimbu . 
But the p r opor t ion o f  the ir l ive s spent in Chimbu , in  s choo l 
and / or b oard ing s choo l , and the at t itude s o f  the ir p arent s 
and rel at ive s t o  the soc ial , e conomi c and r e l i giou s change s 
that were introduced t o  the Chimbu s ince the arr ival o f  E uro­
pean s , varied great ly . 

Rural fami ly r e l at ionship s 

The tradit ional husband- wi fe rel at ion ship i s  high ly segre­
gated , work be ing c l ear ly d ivided into men ' s work and women ' s  
work . l Hu sband s have their fami ly re spons ib i l it ie s  and act ivi­
t ie s , which they organi se in con su l t at ion wi th o ther men in the 
men ' s house r ather than with the i r  wive s ,  who l ive in hou s e s  
s ep ar ate fr om the i r  hu sband s . Wive s carry out the ir dome s t i c  
and gar dening act ivi t i e s  independent ly but rely on the ir hu s­
ban d s  t o  c l ear the l and be fore gardening . Wive s l ook a fter 
p ig s  and young ch il dren under the d irect ion o f  the ir hu sband s 
but without day- t o- day superv i s ion or consu l t at ion . 

From the p o int o f  v iew o f  the hu sb and and wife , the con­
j ugal re lat ionship is pr imar i l y  e conomic and pr o creat ive . The 
nuc lear f amily i s  the b a s i c  unit in economi c pr odu ct ion , and 
the pr e s ence o f  chi l dren , who social ly , and in Chimbu b e l ie f  
b io l ogi cal l y , bel ong only t o  the i r  father , o ften b inds a mar­
r iage t ogether when otherwi s e  the hu sband and wi fe might 

1 S ee Append ix B .  

1 3 5  
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s ep arate � Whi l e  many marr iage s r e s u l t  from the mutual at tr ac­
t i on o f  a boy and g i r l , other s are .  arr anged by p ar ent s or kin 
for soc.io-. p o l i t i ca l  or e conomic r easons . Any strong emot i onal 
involvement b.etwe.e.n hu sband .and wife i s  t empered by the t r a­
d i t ional antagoni sm and fear that exi s t s  between p eop l e  o f  
oppo s it e  sexe s ; s oc ial l imit at ions are p l aced o n  sexual and 
s o c ial inter cour s e  between hu sband s and wive s , and for men al l 
sexual inter cour se be come s a somewhat haz ar dou s act iv ity . 

Mar r i age give s s t atus  t o  a man , and p o lygyny g ive s even 
greater s t atu s ,  al though few men were and ar e ab l e  t o  achieve 
the ideal of more than one wi fe . Marr i are al so provide s men 
with the chi l dren whi ch they al l de s ir e . The bene fit s t o  a 
woman o f  marr i age are mainly e conomic :  s omeone t o  make a hou se 
for her , to break in new gar den l and and bui l d  fence s for her ; 
i t  may me an an increase  in he r p ig herd . I t  al s o  pr ov i de s  her 
with the mean s , in the form o f  b r i depr i ce , to make her p arent s 
happy . At the s ame t ime it u sual ly cau s e s  both the br i de and 
her p ar ent s some unhap p ine s s  becau s e  she goe s to l ive with 
s t r anger s ,  her hu sband ' s  paren t s  and kin . 

Al though t r ad i t i onal l y  there i s  a very sharp d iv i s i on o f  
l ab our be tween hu sband and wife there are al s o  inst itut iona l­
i sed way s for spou s e s  t o  he l p  each other · i f  they wi sh . C arry­
ing water and cooking ( except of p ig s , chi cken s and a cert a in 
type o f  p andanu s nut which i s  highly pr i ze d  among the C himbu ) 
are cons i dered t o  b e  women ' s  wor k ,  but s ome hu sbands occas ion­
a l l y  cho se to he lp the ir wiv e s  wit h  the se th ings .  S o ciety 
doe s not condemn spou s e s  who do not hel p  in such way s but doe s 
condemn a hu sband or w i fe who doe s not per form h i s  or her r e s­
pect ive dut ie s  accor ding t o  t he norms o f  s o c iety . 

Mar r i age in Chimbu al so ha s imp or t ant s oc i a l imp l icat ion s  
for t h e  r e spect ive kin group s o f  the coup l e . Once a b oy and 
g i r l  ar e marr ied the ir kin group s are l inked in a fr iend ly re­
l at ionship whi ch mani fe st s i t sel f in economic ,  r itual , social 
and p o l i t i c a l  b ond s and t ie s  of  r e c ip r o city . Thus the s e  group s 
h ave an inter e st in ma int aining succe s s ful marriage s and in 
thi s context the hu sb and- wi fe r e l a t i on ship act s a s  a s ingl e , 
comb ined unit within the kin group o f  the hu sband . In Bot t ' s  
t erms , the fami ly i s  encap sul ated  within the kin group o f  the 
hu sb and . But the Chimbu wi fe maint ains str ong emot iona l t ie s  
with he r nat a l  gr oup and v i s it s  them regu l ar ly ; s ome o f  her 
kin al s o  occas ional ly v i s it her , and maintain an int ere st  in 
her chi l dr en , p ar t i cu l ar ly her daughter � .  

Tr adi t ional ly i f  a wife doe s not have chi l dr en , she and her 
hu sband wil l separate or he wil l t ake a second wi fe . 



1 3 7  

Chimbu s o ciety i s  pat r il ineal . F ather s and the ir kinsmen 
h ave author ity over chi l dren and make all the impor t ant de­
c i s ion s  regar d ing the ir up- br ing ing . The mother s imp l y  l ooks 
a fter the ch i l dren when they are smal l and provide s food for 
them unt il they are marr ied o However ,  the up- br ing ing of 
chi l dr en is rather a casual bus ine s s  and kin smen a s  we l l  as 
p arent s contr ibute t owar d s  their care . 1 Thi s  may g ive kins­
men the r ight t o  a s ay in a gir l ' s  mar r iage arrangement s ,  or 
a d irect c l a im on a port ion o f  the br idepr ice . 

The social categories  

A l though the three social categor ie s  int o which the twenty 
urban Chimbu fami l ie s  were c l a s s i f ied were b a sed on a sub j e c­
t ive a s se s sment o f  l i fe- style and were d i f fi cu l t  t o  de f ine , 
the ir u s e  was j u s t i fied becau se s ome d i s t inct d i f ference s in 
hu sband- wi fe r e l at ion ship s and the so cial  networks o f  the 
f ami l ie s  in the three categor ie s were dete cted . There wa s a 
mu ch gr eater d i s t inct ion in the pattern s o f  l iving o f  fami l i e s  
in social  categor ie s I I  and I I I  than there wa s between tho se 
in categor ie s I and I I .  Thi s  may s imp l y  have be en the re sul t 
o f  the sma l l  s amp l e , and in fact there may be fami l ie s  who se 
hu sband- wi fe re l at i on ship and social  networ k comp o s i t ion and 
degree o f  connectedne s s  is intermediate between tho s e  of fam­
i l ie s  in my s amp l e  in categor ie s I I  and I I I . S oc i a l  r e l at i on­
ship s between fami l i e s  o f  d i f ferent l i fe- s tyl e s  s ome t ime s cut 
acr o s s  the hypothe t i cal d iv i sions  of the social  cat egor ie s , 
due t o  the strength o f  kinship t ie s  and the e s sent ial ly egal i­
t ar ian natur e of t r ad i t ional Chimbu s o c iety , but such inter­
cat egory re l at i on ship s were l imit e d . Unt i l  Chimbu hu sband s 
and wive s have l ived out s i de the Chimbu for some year s and 
have suf fi c ient e ducat i on to enab l e  them to t ake up s emi-
skil l ed or c l er ical wor k in Port More sby , it is unl ike ly that 
there wil l be f ami l ie s  t o  bridge the pre s ent sharp divi s ion 
b etween social  cat egory II  and I I I  fami l ie s . 

S o cial cat egory I fami l ie s  

The dome st ic act iv i t ie s and soc ial  n etworks o f  the s e  fami l ­
i e s  were very s imi l ar in mos t  r e spect s to tho se o f  fami l ie s  in 

Th i s  doe s not m.ean that emot ional t ie s  do not deve l op be tween 
a mother and chi l dren , part icul ar l y  her daughter s .  O l der 
daught e r s  may have very l i t t l e  d irect cont act wi th the i r  father s .  
Moreove r , emot ional a s  we l l  a s  social  interact ion invo lve s a 
l arger number o f  peop l e  than wou l d  the case wi th the chi l dren 
of mo s t  We st ern f ami l ie s , and from an e ar l y  age chi l dren begin 
t o  appreciate the impor t ance o f  group member ship . 
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the Chimbu . Hu sbands and wive s were for ced by circumst ance s 
and / or the need t o  pr otect women in the urban s i tuat ion , t o  
l ive and s leep i n  the s ame hou s e ,  u sual ly wi th other Chimbu 
f ami l ie s  from the s ame area or with s ingle men r e l at ed t o  one 
o f  the spou s e s . 1 However , thi s d i d  not nece s sar ily  mean that 
a more j oint re lation ship deve l oped betwe en hu sb and and wi fe ; 
in fact , thi s cl o se proximity might be a s our ce o f  tens i on 
and irr i t ab i l ity b etween them . 

Many o f  the .hu sband s l ived in Por t  More sby for many year s 
b e for e marrying or be fore the ir wive s ( and chi ldren)  came t o  
the c ity . Dur ing thi s  per iod they u sual ly spent much t ime and 
money gambling and dr inking , a pat tern of l iving which they s aw 
n o  reason t o  change when the ir wive s and f ami l ie s  arr ived . 2 
Kinsmen and o the r s  from the s ame p ar t  o f  the Chimbu wer e the 
main dr inking and gamb l ing comp anion s as wel l  as b e ing the 
peop l e  who wou l d  hel p  them in t ime s of t roub l e  ( e . g . , b a i l  
them out o f  gaol , fee d  them when unemp l oyed ) . S ome fami l ie s  
had a c l o se social  networ k comp r i sed o f  Chimbu who att ended 
the s ame chur ch . The se r e l a t ion ship s were b a se d  on soc ial  
group member ship in a simi l ar way that s o c ial  rel at i on ship s 
in the Chimbu were b a sed on a man ' s member ship o f  a kin gr oup . 

Many Chimbu men in Port More sby had individual r e l at ion­
s h ip s with wor k-mat e s , pa s t  work-mat e s , or more r ar e ly with 
Papuans who adopted  them when they came to Por t  More sby as 
b oy s o Su ch re l at ionsh ip s  were s imi l ar to the t r ade- p ar t ner 

1 
More r e cent ly an increas ing number o f  s ingl e  g ir l s  and 

b ar ren women have come to l ive in Por t Mor e sby , hav ing heard 
o f  the excit ing and comfor t ab l e  l i fe in t he c i ty and the 
lucr at ive bu s ine s s  o f  pro s t i tut i on . S ome parent s did not wi sh 
the ir d aughter s t o  p ar t icipate in thi s  bu s ine s s  whi l e  other s 
were in favour . But in a so c iety where the mal e- femal e  re­
l at ionship is b a s i ca l l y  an e conomic one , where economic mot i­
vat ion i s  strong in al l sphere s o f  l i fe , s anct ions agains t 
thi s  new form o f  bus ine s s  - again st which there are no specific 
t r ad i t i onal s anct ions b e cau s e  t r ad it i onal ly pro s t i tu t i on was 
not pr act i sed - ar e not very strong . S ome of the men in t own 
had he ard about venereal d i sease , but the g ir l s  seemed to 
under s t and very l it t l e  about the s e  typ e s  o f  d i sease . 

2 It may b e  that Chimbu men wer e  e scap ing from an unp l ea s ant 
s ituat ion thr ough the ir heavy dr inking ; another fac t or pr o­
duc ing heavy dr inking may have been that the buy ing of dr inks 
for kin and fr iend s had t aken the p l ace o f  s ome t r adit ional 
food and g i ft d i sp l ay s  and exchange s .  



r e l at ionsh ip s o f  men in t he Ch imbu , be ing both s o cial  and 
e conomic in cont ent ; for examp le

! 
kampani memb er s ,  drinking 

p artner s ,  and gamb l ing partner s .  
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The l ot o f  the wive s in Port More sby , many o f  whom came t o  
t own o f  the ir own accor d , 2 was much l e s s  sat i s factory than 
that of th e  hu sband s ,  p art i cu l ar l y  if t hey had no brothe r s  or 
c l o s e  ma le re l at ive s to guard the ir int ere st s· and prov ide 
emo t i onal supp ort . Only a few ob tained paid  emp l oyment ; the 
other s were c omp l et e l y  dependent upon the ir hu sband s for eco­
nomi c support in a manner that never exi sted  in Chimbu . Thi s  
r educed the ir s t atu s i n  the hu sb and- w i fe re l at ionship . I f  
her hu sband wa s irre sponsib l e  there wa s very l it t l e  that a 
wi fe cou l d  d o  about it  par t i cu l ar l y  i f  she had no kinsmen in 
P ort More sby or i f  the d i sput e o ccur red in a non- t radi t i onal 
context or was a consequence of the new set of circums t ance s 
in the urb an s ituat i on .  F or examp l e , a man who gave hi s pay 
t o  a c l o se kinsman r ather than t o  h i s  wi fe t o  buy food for 
their fami ly may not be condemned by other Chimbu . In the 
Chimbu a wi fe always ha s the food she grows in her gar den , 
unl e s s  she he r s e l f ha s neg l e cted her dut ie s , s o  the Chimbu in 
Por t  More sby had no inst itut ional i sed at t itude of condemning 
a man who d id not provide money for food . · In Ch imbu if a hu s­
b and did not prov ide for his wi fe on a l ong- term b a s is the wife 
might return t o  her own kin , the t r ad i t ional me thod s o lving 
such a prob l em .  She wou l d  d o  thi s b y  her own means and no 
d oubt with the approval o f  her kinsmen . However , in P ort 
Mor e sby she wou l d  need a p l ane far e  t o  do thi s ,  and in .  one 
p ar t icu l ar case at the t ime o f  my s tudy , no one wa s prepared 
t o  prov ide the women wi th the fare . 3 Inst ead , a kinsman o f  
the hu sband convened a pr ayer meet ing t o  ask God t o  pr evai l  
o n  the hu sband t o  change h i s  way s . Whether new method s t o  

W inning s were shar ed i f  one gamb l e d  wi th kin . W i th non­
kin , and more p ar t i cul arl y non- Chimbu , the r e l at ionship wa s 
pur e ly economi c and a man kept h i s  winning s himse l f .  
2 The case-hi st or ie s  in Append ix C give some o f  the reasons  
for wiv e s  coming t o  P ort More sby , some t ime s a fter several ye ar s 
o f  sep ar at ion from the ir hu sband s :  t al e s  ab out the good thing s 
o f  Por t  More sby , the drop in the pr i ce o f  co f fee , b oredom in 
Chimbu , et c . , mot ivat ed them to come to the city . 
3 A consequence l argely o f  a b e l i e f  that it woul d  b e  agains t  
Chr i st ian t each ing to f ac i l i t at e  the separation o f  hu sb and 
and wi fe . 
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s olve p r ob l em s  in t he urban s itu at i on whi ch cannot be s o l ved 
by t r ad i t i onal me thod s fina l ly b e c ome in s t i tu t i o nal i sed wi l l  
d ep en d , a t  l e a s t  in p a r t , up on whe ther they p r ove t o  b e  
e f fe c t iv e  in t h e  e a r l y  c a s e s . 1 

In the Chimbu t here i s  no need for a hu s b and t o  g ive hi s 
wi fe the equ iva l ent o f  a p e r s onal al l owance . She make s her 
own a t t ire from r aw mat e r ia l s  she can acq u i r e  her s e l f and 
through their comb ined e f for t s the fo od for s o c ia l  event s i s  
p r o du ce d . He i s  exp e ct e d  t o  g ive pr e sent s t o  her f am i l y . 
S ome o f  t he c oup l e s  in s o c i a l  c a t egory I did g ive p r e sent s t o  
the wi fe ' s r e l at ive s i n  P o r t  More sby o r  s e nt money t o  her 
r e l at ive s in Chimbu which wa s p r ob ab l y  t he c l o s e s t  t hing t o  
a wi f e ' s a l l owance that the s e  hu sband s p r ov i de d . They b e l ieved 
that t hey adequat e l y  fu l fi l l ed the ir dut ie s  a s  hu s b an d s  by 
g iving t he ir wiv e s s ome kind of r o o f  over the ir head s and $ 2  
a for t n i gh t  t o  buy f ood for the hou s eho l d . S ome t ime s t h i s wa s 
supp l ement e d  by o ther p e op l e  l iv ing in t he hou s e , somet ime s not . 

Mar i t a l  quarre l s  s ome t ime s deve l oped b e cau s e wive s ,  b or e d  
wi. t� .Il���J.��-1?:�-·-�!.��Ild ... find i ng; . .  �l:1c: . �lJt11�1:e .. t: o o . hot t o  walk 

· af.oiind wi th sma ll chil dreri �···s�pent the.ir t ime , and some t ime s 
thelf··-fQ;<l-money ,··�g�bTing . A hu s b and wou l d  comp l ain t ha t  h i s  
wi fe had wa s t e d  the f ood money h e  had g iven he r .  A w i fe ' s  
dut ie s  in P or t  Mo re sby wer e l imi t e d : coo king t he fo o d  and 
p o s s ib l y  buying s ome o f  i t ; wa shing the few c l o t he s that the 
f ami l y  p o s se s se d ;  swe ep ing out the h ou s e  and t he gr ound around 
i t ; and c ar ing for sma l l chi l dr en ,  whi ch r equ ired very l i t t l e  
e f fo r t  a s  t r ad i t i onal Ch imbu method s  were f o l l owed b y  al l but 
s o c i a l  c at e gory I I I  f ami l i e s . J:YQJ:1SJJJ,g. .. wiv .. es wer e  in a b e t t e r  
p o s i t i on than tho s e  who were n o t  wor king , b e cau s e  they had 
y oung chi l dren or b e cau s e  they had no s k i l l s  needed in P o r t  
Mor e sby . As o c curred t r adi t ional l y , a wor king wi fe in P or t  
Mor e sby c ont ro l l e d  he r own e ar ning s , hav ing money t o  buy 
c l o t he s , b et e l  nut and c i gare t t e s  for he r se l f and t o  gamb l e  
i f  she wi shed , a s  we l l  a s  t o  g ive p r e s ent s t o  he r kinsmen . 
But prob ab ly mo s t  imp or t an� s he had a· p r o f i t ab l e  way o f  spend­
i ng her t ime and oc cupy ing her mind � C o n sequent ly she wa s a 
mu ch happ ier p e r s on than the unemp l oye d ,  unsoph i s t i c a t e d  wi fe . 
Her hu s b and was h app ier t oo b e c au s e  the ir p a r t ner ship wa s more 
l ike the t r ad i t iona l one he wa s brought up to exp e c t : an 

1 N e i t her chur ch nor government we l f ar e s e rvi c e s  wer e  s e e n  as a 
me an s  o f  r e s o lv ing fami ly p r ob l em s  i n  P o r t  More sby . None o f  
t he fami l ie s  s tudied had any exp er ience o f  government s er v i ce s 
or s aw s u ch serv i c e s  a s  a funct ion o f  the chur ch t o  whi ch they 
b e l o nged . T r ad i t i onal me thod s were r e c ogni s ed , bu t s ome t ime s 
t hey wer e  not ava i l ab l e  or d id not mee t  the nee d s  o f  the urb an 
s i t u a t i o n . 
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e conomi c a l ly product ive p ar t ner ship whi ch provided opportun­
i t i e s  for g i ft- exchange s with the kinsmen o f  b oth hu sband and 
wi fe . 

For the hu sband whos e  wi fe wa s unab le t o  work there seemed 
few advant age s in having her in Port More sby . S he cooke d  for 
him and might wa sh hi s cl o the s , but dur ing the year s he wa s in 
the city on h i s  own he probab ly found it sat i s f actory cooking 
with other ' s ingle ' men and do ing hi s own wa shing . S exual 
service s were of l imi ted impor t ance , p ar t l y  due t o  t r adit ional 
value s ,  and p ar t l y  becau se of t abu s a s s o c iat e d  wi th sexual 
inter cour se dur ing pr egnancy or l act at ion . l Wive s t ended t o  
be a l iab i l ity both e conomi cal ly and becau se o f  the crowded 
cond it ions and danger s o f  urban l i fe ,  p ar t i cu l ar ly at night . 
Hav ing chi l dren and the company o f  one ' s  own chi l dren wa s 
imp or t ant , but some men were content i f  the s e  were in Chimbu ; 
o ther s might br ing a s on t o  P or t  More sby t o  keep h im company 
whi l e  h i s  wi fe and daught er s r emained in Chimbu , perhap s l ook­
ing a fter h i s  co f fee gar den . Othe r men pre ferred t o  have the ir 
chi l dren in Port More sby e ither becau s e  they had tran s gr e s se d  
s ome t r ad i t i onal ob l igat ions and were a fr ai d  their chi l dren 
might be harmed by wit ch cr aft , or becau s e  they cons idered that 
s choo l s in Port More sby wer e bet ter than tho se in Chimbu , that 
the ir chi l dren woul d  learn be t ter Engl i sh in town and there­
fore ob tain b e t t er j ob s  and have more economi c a s set s with 
which to l ook a ft er the ir father when he be came too o l d  to 
wo rk . I f  a man had a numb er o f  chi l dr en in t own then he needed 
his wi fe t o  l ook a fter them . 

Parent s in social  categor ie s I and II  seemed unawar e o f  
the ir inadequac ie s  in preparing their chi ldren for a new way 
o f  l i fe . Almo s t  uncon s c iou s ly they expected the s chool t o  do 
thi s for t hem be cau se they thou ght that the only real d i f fer­
ence between the ir way o f  l i fe and that of the ir chi l dr en when 
they grow up was that the lat ter , a s  a r e su l t  of educat i on , 
wou l d  be ab le  t o  earn more money and have more of the thing s 
at pr e s ent a s s o ciated with the white  man . They di d not ant i c i­
pate change s in social  or o ther aspe ct s  o f  l i fe nor under s t and 
how to train the ir chi l dr en for urban l i fe ; the new way o f  
r e s o lving prob l ems i n  the t own was t o  l e t  the chi ldren them­
s e l ve s  make the day- t o- d ay deci s ions . P arent s were not aware 
of the l ong- term prob l ems b e ing created nor o f  the con s equence s 

Prost itut e s  were avai l ab le in t own but I do not know whether 
many Chimbu men had u sed the ir serv i ce s in the p a s t . It seems 
unl ike ly , b ecause of the strength unt i l  recent ly o f  t radit i ona l 
b e l ie f s  among the une ducated in regard t o  sexual  prac t i ce s ,  an d 
b e cau s e , unt i l  recent ly , mo s t  pro s t i tute s were P apuan wome n . 
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o f  the pre sent s ituat ion . They did not ant i c ip at e  prob l ems 
ar i s ing between thems elve s and chi ldren as the l atter became 
o l der . Thi s s i tuation was aggr avated by the casual tr adit ion­
al system of tr aining chi l dren and be cau s e  not only p arent s 
but kinsmen had a cons iderab l e  p ar t  t o  p l ay in the l ive s o f  
chi ldren . 

As in Chimbu , there wer e  r ecogni sed ways for a hu sband t o  
he l p  h i s  wi fe i n  Port Mor e sby , but there was l i t t l e  opp or tun­
i ty for a wife , unl e s s  she was e ar ning money , to he lp her hu s­
b and . A hu sb and might he lp hi s wi fe wi th the cooking or wash­
ing the d i she s , but he woul d  never he lp her by washing c l othe s . 
It i s  the se act iv i t i e s  whi ch a hu sb and i s  pr epared t o  a s s i st 
with that ar e mo s t  l ike ly t o  become j oint act iv i t ie s  in fam­
i l ie s  wher e  a j oint conj ugal r e l at ionship i s  deve l op ing ; thi s 
was already the case wi th one fami ly in Port More sby that 
appe ared to be deve l op ing a comparat ive ly j oint conj ugal r o l e­
r e l a t i onship , a l though the ba s i s  f or th i s  migh t  not be a de­
s ire for a c ompani ona te type o f  r e l a t i on ship . 

S oc ial category I I  fam il ie s  

The s e  famil i e s  l ived i n  better h ou se s  and had s l i gh t l y  
bet ter - pai d  j ob s  than fami l ie s  in s oc ia l  category I ,  a l though 

s a s  a c oncomitant o f · 
thi s , s ome fam i l i e s  empha s i se d  the c are and gui dance o f  the ir 
chi l dren more than di d the category I parent s . I n  general ,  
their c onj ugal r e l a t i onship s  and s oc ia l  network s  were very 
s imilar t o  tho s e  o f  the cate gory I fami l i e s  and ver y  di s t inct 
from the family r e l at ionships  of category I I I  fami l ie s .  

Social  category I I I  famil ie s  

The s e  fami l ie s  were very di s t inc t fr om the other famil ie s  
i n  term s  o f  the husband-wi fe re l at ionship and the i r  s ocial  
network s . The husbands ha d a very wi de , l oo s e- knit network 
o f  s oc ia l  r e l a t i onship s , both formal and informa l , with non­
Chimbu people of a l l  race s . In  addi t ion , husbands and wive s 
had a c l os e  social  network o f  fr i ends c ompr i s e d  o f  non-Chimbu , 
Chimbu and the kin with whom they chose t o  have c l o s e  r e l a t i on­
ship s .  

Many s oc ia l  a c t ivi t ie s  were perf ormed a s  a family , and many 
of the i r  fr iends vi s i t e d  them a s  a fam i l y . They were concern­
e d  and amb i t ious f or the ir chi l dren t o  have a We s tern- type 
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l i fe in the future . The husbands ha d t rave l l e d  a-br oad and had 
a fair knowl edge of We s t ern- type family  l i fe . They enc ourage d 
the ir chi l dren i n  e duca t i onal ac t ivit ie s  when they were a t  
home , a n d  the i r  wive s s uppor t e d  them t o  the be s t  of the ir abi l ­
ity . 

The se wive s wer e  no t b ored a t  home . 1 They were busy l ook­
ing a fter the i r  chi l dren and sewing to make a l it t l e  money . 
They j oine d  in c onver sat ions with the ir husba nd ' s  vi sitor s , 
and many of the s e  v i s i t or s  br ought the i r  wive s with them . At 
the same time the s e  wive s c ontinue d t o  mainta in s tr ong t ie s  
with their own kinsmen and when the ir husbands were away on 
l ong t r i p s  ove r s e a s  they usua l l y  went back t o  the ir home 
area s , but not nec e s s ar i l y  to the ir parents '  h ome because they 
ins i s t e d  on l iv ing where the chi l dren c oul d go to a pr imary 
' A '  s ch ool . One wife s tayed in Por t  More sby f or s everal month s 
whi l e  her husband wa s awa y ,  but f ound l i fe bor ing ; with no 
transpor t of her own s he became t ir e d  of being in the h ou se s o  
much and became tense because o f  the r e s pons i b i l i ty o f  having 
to c ope with dome s t ic probl ems , such a s  s ick chi l dren , on her 
own . 2 

The c onj uga l r ol e -r e la t i onsh i p  of the cate gory I I I  famil ie s  
wa s much l e s s  s e gregated  than tha t  o f  the category I and I I  
fam i l ie s , and the wive s woul d probabl y  have l iked it  t o  be 
even l e s s  segregated . The husbands ha d cons i derab l e  demands 
made on the ir t ime throu gh work , pol it ic a l  intere s t s ,  or c om­
munity ac t ivi t ie s , so it might be di f f icul t f or them to prac­
t i se a mor e j o int r e l at i onsh ip .  In any case  they retaine d  
more segregate d ,  more tradi t ional views abou t  marr iage than 
di d thei r  wive s but becau se of the ir c ommi tment to the We s t ­
e r n  i de ol ogy o f  l i fe in gener a l  they woul d not be wi l l ing t o  
prac t i se s ome a spect s o f  tradit iona l l ife whi ch in fac t they 
favour e d . 

In the se c oup l e s  tens i on seeme d t o  oc cur in the husband s 
r a ther than the wive s . The husband s  had t o  c ontend wi th c on­
f l ic t s of a t t i t ude s , wi th the fa s t  pace of l ife , r e s pons i b l e  
j ob s , a n d  a feel ing of insecur i ty , e spec i a l l y  ec onomic in­
secur i ty in term s  of the ir a s pira t i ons . This l a t ter wa s 
c l ear l y  demons trated  by the very great de l i ght s h own by one 
of the husband s and hi s wi fe when ,  as a re sul t of the marriage 
of a re l a t ive t o  a non-Ch imbu , he wa s given a p iece o f  l and 
in the high lands t o  deve l op as a pig farm with h i s  a f final 
rela tive . 

One wa s working ful l  t ime . 
2 Kinsman fr iends o f  her s or her husband ' s  woul d a s s is t  her 
if any ma j or pr ob l em arose . 
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L inks between urban and 
rura l Chimbu 

_9!!1 .. Y ..... I ..... 2Jih.� . .  2 0. famil i e s  d�� .I?-�.! . .  s ta t e  tha t  they planned 
eventua l l y  t o  s e t t l e  down in Chimbu or a neighhouring ... area . . 
Ma:nym·w�ri:iEed t o  go in the near future , but for varying rea s ons  
thi s di d not seem l ikely . Of t he 3 exc ept ions , 2 wer e non­
cormnit t a l  about s et t l ing back in Chimbu but c er t a inly intended 
to vi s it from t ime to t ime . The other fami ly , the husband 
c oming or i gina l l y  fr om the Gul f D i s t r ic t l and whose two e l.de s t  
chi l dren were b eing l ooke d a ft er b y  the husband ' s s i s ter , were 
doubt ful whe ther f or f inanc ial rea s ons , they woul d ever b e  
abl e  t o  go t o  Chimbu even f o r  a v i s it , a lthough the wi fe wou l d  
cer t a inly have l iked t o . 

Mos t  s oc i al cate gory I wive s woul d  have r e turned t o  Chimbu 
imme di ate l y  i f  given the oppor t uni ty , a s  they were no t happy 
in P or t  More sby . The except i on was wi fe M who s e  husband ha d 
a wel l - pa i d  j ob .  She had been t o  Ch imbu recent l y  on h o l i day 
and f ound i t  very dir t y , due , she s ai d ,  to a shortage of water 
near the house . W i fe K ,  who wa s earning so much , a l s o  did not 
wi sh t o  r eturn f or the t ime be ing . 

Husbands wer e  not s o  keen t o  r e t urn imme diate ly , except  f or 
a vi s i t , becau se they had worke d out a more sat i s fying way o f  
l i fe in t h e  c i ty than h a d  thei r  wive s , a n d  p o s s ib l y  b ecause 
there were few younger men l iving in s ome par t s  o f  Chimbu . 
A l though many wive s were not happy in P or t  Mor e sby , the number 
of marr ied as we l l  as s ingle women c oming to th e c ity increa s e d  
dur ing 1 9 7 2 . S ome o f  the se retur ne d ,  di s i l l us ione d , a fter a 
few month s , s ome t ime s ,  with the. c onnivance o f  thei r  husband s , 
e ar ning the ir fare back fr om the pr oceeds  o f  short - term pr o s ­
t itution . 

L inks wi th kinsmen in the Chimbu wer e  maint a ined thr ough 
l et t er s and news brough t  by the c ont inual f l ow o f  peop l e  t o  
and fr om Chimbu . When the s e  peop l e  c ame t o  Port Moresby the y  
were given hospita l i ty a n d  a s s i s tance by their kinsmen a l ready 
in the city , an d when the s e  kinsmen went back t o  Chimbu , t o  
v i s i t  o r  t o  s tay , they were given a s si s t ance b y  kinsmen there . 
In  c ontra s t , when category I I I  fami l i e s  went t o  Chimbu they 
wer e  expec t e d  t o  g ive a s s is tance t o  the ir kinsmen . Many un­
soph i s t ic a t e d  r e l a t ive s in r ural Chimbu l ooked upon the ir 
young , e ducated kinsmen fr om the c ity with great re s pe c t  and 
awe and one husband f ound thi s  very embarr a s s ing . Two o f  the 

C onse qu ent ly they had no l and in Chimbu . 
2 

Kinsmen who h ave not been t o  Por.t Moresby wi l l  exp ec t  pre s -
e nt s fr om kinsmen retur ning fr om the c ity . 
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category III fami l i e s  int ended t o  r eturn t o  Chimbu eventual ly ,  
the third couple  s imp ly s aying that they wou ld go ' wherever 
God s ent them ' . 

Why did s o  many o f  the fami l ie s  wi sh t o  return t o  Chimbu ? 
Emo t i onal t ie s  with the ir kin? Perhap s . Emotional t ie s  t o  
the l and and a de s ire t o  d ie near t h e  home o f  their ance s t or 
s p ir i t s ?  Perhap s , but few o f  the fami l i e s  seemed cl o s e  to  
death and none o f  them expre s sed thi s 

for_ �,�1!�·��£ . In Chimbu a man who works har d can see 
re sul t s  for hims el f in pre s t ige and perhap s more wive s ; but in 
Port More sby none o f  the hu sb and s con s i dered that they were 
be ing we l l  paid for what they d i d , nor gained adequat e  pres­
t ige from the ir work . Near l y  a l l  hoped ���=����������.��,---����-� 
an� .. s.tet-}:·t a bu s ine s s  o f  the ir 
t ime were 
nev�f ��entuat e .  up 
who did not say that they were p l anning 
bu t s impl y  that they woul d fo l l ow the ir son wherever want ed 
to go . They were p inning the ir hope s for the future on the ir 
s on ( three ye ar s o l d  at the t ime of my s tudy ) . 

The de s ire for the company o f  re l at ive s s t i l l  in the Chimbu , 
for  the s ight o f  tree- c l ad mountain s  and highl an d s  s cenery and 
t he i r  own l and kept al ive the wi sh t o  return , eventual l y ,  t o  
Chimbu ; al l fami l ie s  d i s l ike d  the heat o f  the coast . 

Added t o  
, I fami l ie s ,  was the dei 

s ire t o  to t h e  way they had been brou ght up . 
Al thou gh peo p l e  d o  not rea l i s e  that the o l d  way s may be in­
compat ib l e  with edu cat ion , bus ine s se s and Chr i st ianity , a l l  
o f  whi ch they de s ire i n  the midst o f  the barren , r e s t r ict ive 
l i fe of Port More sby , it is the l i fe ,  however unreal i s t i c , 
whi ch they l ook forward t o  in the future . · But for the pre sent 
the pragmat i c  Chimbu in P or t  Mo:i:::� &by i s  .interes.te.d ....... in ·t·ryin·g··· 
t 0 a �£'\J:iii1:JTate-·mon�y·:·· . · # ··· · . . . .. 
C oncl u s ion 

Thi s  s tudy ne ither prove s n or d i sprove s Bott ' s  hypothe s i s  
that the degree o f  segregat ion i n  the rol e- rel at ion ship o f  
hu sband and wi fe var ie s d ir ect ly wi th 

·
the connectedne s s  o f  

the fam i l y ' s  social  ne twork . Chimbu and Londoner s ' conj ugal 

Including involvement in g i ft exchange s ,  s ing s ing and 
' t urning head ' cer emonies  as we l l  as the con sumpt ion of l ocal 
vege t ab l e s . 
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r o l e  pract ice s and att itude s- were so d i f ferent that it wa s 
impo s s ib l e  t o  compare them on the b a s i s  o f  the concept s u sed 
by Bott .  The social ne twork p at terns o f  Chimbu and London 
f ami l ie s  were al s o  very d i f ferent . Actual kin , and p eop l e  
who i n  the c i ty ar e  c on s idered a s  kin , feature prominently in 
the s o c ial  ne tworks o f  C h imbu , making con s i der ab l e  demand s 
upon a s  we l l  a s  contribut ions t o , hu sbands  and w iv e s . It  seems 
that the more t ie s  there are wi th kin the fewer t ie s  there are 
b e tween hu sband and wi fe , and that a change in one set of re­
l at ionship s wi l l  have reper cu s s ion s on the other . In  support 
o f  thi s i t  seems that cat egory I I I  fami l ie s  in thi s study had 
a t endency t o  mo_r e j o int con j ugal behaviour , and t o  a l e s ser 
extent , in  their at t itude s t owar d s  the conj ugal r e l at ion ship 
than did so c ial category I fami l ie s ,  al though there were ex­
cept ion s . They were more s e l e c t ive in the ir rel at ionships  
with kin , and had  a smaller pr oport ion o f  kin  in the ir net ­
wor ks than d i d  fami l ie s  in t h e  othe r  two social  categorie s .  
However , whether var i at ions in the degree o f  connectedne s s  
was al s o  a s igni f i cant fact or in the networks o f  the d i f fer­
ent fami l ie s  cannot be s t at e d  be cau se of the l ack o f  adequate 
d at a  and the d i fference s in t he soc ial ne tworks of Chimbu and 
London fami l ie s . C ert ainly the networks of category I fami l ­
ie s were more c l o s e ly knit  and more segr egate d  t han tho s e  o f  
category I I I  famil ie s ,  the l at t er having two d i st inct sect ion s  
in the ir ne tworks , a l oo se- knit sect ion o f  formal r e l at ionship s 
and a c l o se- knit s e ct ion o f  kin and fr iend s .  Bott ' s  fami l ie s  
d i d  no t h ave networks organ i sed  i n  thi s way . 

The study ha s pr act ical imp l i cat ion s for the under s t anding 
of the prob l ems of social  deve l opment in P apua New Guinea . I t  
shows that a changed phy s ic a l  and e conomi c environment ha s 
forced some change s in pr act i ce s , whi l e  at t itude s ,  eve n  among 
s o c i al c ategory I I I  fami l ie s , may have remained trad it i onal . 
Thi s s i tuat ion i s  l ike ly t o  cau se t en s ion in ind iv idual s ;  some 
pe op l e , e special ly tho se in s o c ial categor ie s I and I I , have 
had no opportunity to l e arn new at t itude s or way s of s o c ial­
i s ing the ir ch i l dren . In the cont ext o f  int ernal an d external 
fami ly r e l at ion ship s , thi s study shows , both theoret ical ly and 
pr act i ca l ly , s ome o f  the way s that Chimbu fami l ie s  have at t emp­
t ed t o  come t o  terms wi th the urb an environment o f  P or t  More sby . 
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Appendix A 

1 Interview guide 

Fami ly · Husband I Wife 
Name ( s ) . 
Occupat ion ( s ) · 
Education ·  
Rel igion ·  
I f  ChrisUan - church member /bapt i sed/ other . 
Tribe/ language group . 
Where born . 
Languages spoken wel l .  
Languages spoken at home . 

I .  Port Moresby residence 

Where l iving . 
How long has he/ she been l iving in Port More sby? 
Other pl ace s out side the tr ibal area where he / she has l ived , 
and for how long? 
Type of  house now l iving in . 
Composit ion of pre sent household . Comment s ,  i . e . , how permanent . 
Is there a garden? What i s  in i t ?  If not , why not and would 
he / she l ike to have one ? 
Do they intend to spend the rest o f  the ir l ive s in Port 
More sby? Why? 
Why do they l ive where they do ? 
How often doe s he/ she return to their tribal area? 

Husband/wi fe . 
Name ( s ) . 
Appe arance . 
Fluency in Eng l i sh ,  P idgin , and whether communicat i ons were 
a pr oblem at the interview . 
Comment s on husband/wi fe dependency . 

I .  Port More sby residence 

Comment s on ne ighbourhood and acce s s ib i l ity . 
Comments on house structure , etc . 
Comments on house - interior - cleanl iness , content s ,  degree 
of  overcrowding , etc . 

responses 

Family 

1 A number of que stions included in this guide are not directly re levant to the 
study of conj ugal re lat ionships  or social networks , bu t were as ked in connect ion 
wi th work being carried out for the Department of Pub l i c  Health in Papua New Guinea . 
2 Sect ion A contains d irect questions and sect ion B covers my comment s on people ' s  
at t i tude s and my direct observations . See p . 8  for fur ther det a i l s . 

1 4 7  
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4 .  Comment s on garden . 
5 .  Comments on p l ans for the fut ure . 
6 .  What do they think about life in Port More sby? 

A 

1 .  Husband/wi fe . 
2 .  Name ( s ) . 

Topic II . Mar ital and family s tatus 

B 

1 .  How many wive s does he/her husband : 
a )  have now? Where are they? 
b )  has had? What has happened to them? 

2 .  In what posit ion i s  the pre sent wife being interviewed? 
3 .  By what method were they married,  and why? Was this what 

he / she wanted? 
4 .  Were / are his/her parent s happy about i t ?  
5 .  How did they come to marry each other ?  
6 .  What is a good husband ? 

�� 
7 .  What is a good wi fe ? 
8 .  Why do peopl e  get marrie d ?  
9 .  How l ong have they been married? 

10 . How many chi l dren does he/ she have here in Port More sby? 
11 . How many children would he/ she l ike t o  have altogether/by 

this wi fe /your se l f ?  Who decides thi s ,  and why? By what 
mean s  can they l imit family size? 

1 2 .  Why do/ don ' t  some men bring their wives to  Port Moresby? 
Comments .  

13 . In Chimbu wives live in their own hou se s ,  and men l ive in 
men ' s house s .  What happens in town, and which arrangement s  
doe s  he/ she l ike best ? 

14 . What relat ives doe s he/ she have in Port More sby? 
Name . S�x .  Relationship . Occupation . Residence . 

1 .  Husband/wife . 
2 .  Name . 

Topic I I . Mar ital and fami ly s tatus 

A 

1 .  General attitude to marriage ; to own marriage . 
2 .  Att i tude to polygyny . 
3 .  Does his/her marriage seem secur e ?  

Commen ts .  
4 .  Which do they think i s  better , married l i fe in Port More sby 

or in Chimbu? Are they happy with their house , e t c ?  
5 .  I s  their attitude to family size real i s t i c ,  and does rel igion 

come into their attitude? 

1 .  Name . 
2 .  W i fe pre sent . Yes/No . 

Topic I I I . Husband ' s  act ivities and attitudes 

1 .  Occupation . 
2 .  Hours of work.  
3 .  How doe s he travel t o  and from work and how long does 

it take ? 

Family 

Family 

Family 



B 

4 .  How l ong has he had the j ob ?  
5 .  What i s  the pay? 
6 .  How does he spend it ? 
7 .  What things would  he l ike to have ? 
8 .  How does he usually spend : 

a) his evening s ?  
b)  hi s weekend s ?  

9 .  Does he p l ay sport?  If so , what and how often? Would he 
l ike t o  play?  

1 0 .  Does  he  gamb l e ?  Regular l y .  
S ome t ime s .  

Who with? Rel at ionship . 
11 . Does he drink? Regularly . 

Some t ime s . 
Who wi th? Rel at ionship . 

12 . Does he chew betel nut - No? 
S omet ime s ?  
Regular ly?  

1 3 . What e l se does  he  do in  his free t ime? 
14 . Whom does he visit regularly? 

a )  With his wi fe : 
Name . S ex .  Relationship . Tribe . 
b )  Without his wife . 

15 . What things do he and his wi fe do together? 
16 .  Doe s  he help  his wife? How? Is  this customary? 
1 7 .  Doe s his wife help him? How? Is this customary? 
18 . How many children does he have? (biological and adopted) 
1 9 .  Whose are they? ( i . e . , do they belong t o  their father , 

their mother or to both parent s ? )  Who i s  in charge o f  them? 
20 . How many children would  he l ike to have ? Who regulates thi s ?  
21 . Does anyone e l se p u t  money into , o r  give present s to , the household? 
22 . Day ' s  act ivities . 
23 . What doe s  his  wife do if she runs out o f  food and money? 
24 . What does he do? 
25 . Day ' s  budget .  
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1 .  Name . Family 
2 .  Wife pre sent . Yes /No . 

Topi c  I I I . Husband ' s  activities and att itudes 

1 .  What doe s he think about Port Moresby l ife ? How does it compare 
with tribal l ife? What are its  prob l ems , fru strat ions , etc?  

2 .  Where does he  get his companionship and emotional sat i s fact ion? 
3 .  In the Chimbu , men ' s  work and women ' s  work are kept separate . What 

happens in Port More sby? Are men ' s  and women ' s  work and responsibil itie s 
the same in Port More sby or in what way does he see them as different 
to in the Chimbu? How much doe s  he know about traditional customs ? 

4 .  How adjus ted to town l i fe i s  he ? 
5 .  How doe s l iving in the same house wi th hi s wi fe affect their sexual 

relationship ? 
6 .  Does he think that witchcraft and sorcery exi st in Port More sby? 

Who i s  involved?  
7 .  What part  doe s  rel igion p l ay in hi s l ife ? 
8 .  Does he seem very dependant upon people other than his wife ? 

Comments .  
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1 .  Name . 
2 .  Husband present . Ye s/No . 

Topic IV . Wife ' s  activities and att itudes 

1 .  a) Is she working for money? 
What kind of work? 
What hours ?  
How much doe s she earn, and how i s  the money spent ? 
What arrangement s ,  i f  any , are made for the children? 

b) Has she ever worked ( i )  before marriage ? 
( ii )  since marriage and l iving in Port More sby? 

2 .  Does she know how much her husband earns?  

Family 

3 .  Who decides how the money wil l  be spent , and what are the arrangement s ?  
4 .  Is  she sat is fied with the financial arrangement s ?  
5 .  Does anyone besides her husband give her money? 

Explain .  
6 .  What doe s  she do if  she runs out o f  food and money? 
7 .  What things would she l ike to buy? 
8 .  What doe s  she usual ly do each day? 
9 .  What does she usual ly do at the weekends ?  

10 . What are her duties t o  the family? 
11 . What are her husband ' s  duties  to the family? Does he do them? 
1 2 .  Whom doe s she visit regularly? 

Name . S ex .  Relationship . Tribe . 
a )  with her husband . 
b )  without her husband and with whom? 

13 . What kind of things do she and her husband do together ? 
14 . Does her husband help her ? How? Is thi s  customary? 
15 . How many children doe s she have and how many by her present husband? 
16 . Of the children who are in Port Moresby , do they belong to their 

father , their mother , or to both their parents ?  
Who i s  i n  charge of them? 

1 7 .  How many chi ldren would you l ike to have? Who regulat e s  thi s ?  
18 . Do you chew b e t e l  nut - No? 

S omet imes ?  
Regu l ar ly? 

1 9 .  Does she drink alcoholic drinks - No? 
S ome t imes? 
Regularly? 

20 . Day ' s  diary and budge t . Pre sent s given and received . 

1 .  Name . 
2 .  Husband present . Yes /No . 

Topic  IV . Wi fe ' s  activities and attitude s  

1 .  What does she think about l i fe in Port More sby? How does it 
compare with tribal l i fe ?  What are its problems , frustrations , etc?  

2 .  Where doe s  she get her companionship and emotional sat isfaction? 
3 .  In Chimbu men ' s work and women ' s  work are kept separate . What 

happens in Port Moresby? Are men ' s  and women ' s  work and respon­
s ibil itie s  the same in Port More sby , or do they differ in the 
Chimbu? How much doe s she know about traditional customs? 

4 .  How adjusted to town life i s  she ? 
5 .  How doe s l iving in the same house with her husband affect their 

sexual relationship? What is her attitude to family s ize ? 

Family 



6 .  Does she think wit chcraft and sorcery exist in Port 
Moresby? If so , who is involved?  

7 .  What part doe s rel igion play in  her l ife?  
8 .  Does  she seem very dependant upon pe ople other than 

her husband ? If so , who? 

!! . 
1 .  
2 .  

Name ( s ) . 
Husband/wife /both . 

Topic V .  Social re lationships 

What transport do they normally use ?  a) The husband ? 

b) The wife ? 

Informal relat ionship s  

1 .  People who have visited them during the past week . 

� � Relationship Occupation Tribe Transport 

2 .  People who he/ she/ they visited during the past week .  

� S ex Relationship Occupation Tribe Transport 
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Fami ly 

Length of visit 

Length of visit 

3 .  People he/ she/ they met casual ly and had conversation with, during 
the past wee k .  

Relat ionship Occupation Tribe Transpor t 

Formal relationships 

a) During the past week,  b )  does he/ she/ they regularly attend : ­
Church ; 
Church meet ing . 
S chool mee t ing . 

Sport s .  a )  To play . b )  To watch . c )  A committee 
d)  To train or umpire . 

C l inic or hospital 

A sorcerer . 
Women ' s  club . 

a )  For treatment . b )  Rout ine vi sit . 
c) To visit a pat ient . 

A meet ing of Chimbus .  What kind? 
A meet ing associated with work . 
A formal reception . 
Any other formal group or gathering of people . 

Length of visit 
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Husband-wi fe division of labour1 

Chimbu traditional society 
Husband ' s duties : 
Domestic sphere 

a)  Food production : 

i) Heavy gardening work , i . e .  
fence making , chopping down 
tree s ,  burning off gra s s , 
etc . Often done in a ssoci­
ation with subclan group . 

i i )  Protect rights in land, i . e . ,  
c laiming c ompensation for 
damage , fighting invaders t o  
retain own land , i n  a ssoci­
ation with kin group . 

i i i )  Help t o  gather and chop fire­
wood . 

b )  Home provision :  

Bui l d  the men ' s hou se and a 
hou s e  for his  wife in associ­
ation with his kin group . 

c )  Chil dren: 

i )  Procreate chi ldren and insert 
in the womb of his wife . 

i i )  Social ise male children . 

d )  Health : 

Look after the health of him­
s e l f  and his  family and kin 
group by observing various 
rul e s of  behaviour . 

Group sphere 

a) Help kin group members in those 
domes t ic spheres mentioned above 
that may be carried out in associ­
ation with other kin . 

London society 
Husband ' s dut ie s :  
Domestic sphere 

a) Food production: 

i) Earns money through employment 
or inves tment , etc , for the 
purchase of food . Usually 
purchas ing i s  done by the wi fe . 

i i )  May provide money from t ime to 
t ime t o  pay a s ol icitor to 
guard family ' s  rights in proper­
ty , etc . 

iii)  Provide money t o  pay fuel bill s  
and buy stove s , etc  

b )  Home provis ion : 

Provide money to buy and furnish 
a house for hims el f ,  his wife 
and their chil dren to l ive in . 

c )  Chil dren :  

i )  Contribute to t he procreation of  
children if they are des ired . 

ii)  Help with the sociali sation of 
children in association with 
wife and school . 

d) Health: 

Provide money for medical and 
hospital treatment if and when 
it i s  nee ded . 

Group sphere 

a) Help his close kin with money if  
they are in  great need . 

The more important act ivities only are considered . 

1 5 2  



b) Partic ipate in dispute settlement 
activities if he is old enough . 

c )  Take part in ritual and gift­
exchange activit ies with his kin 
group . 

d) Keep in t ouch with his s isters 
and mother , and l ook after their 
interests  if required .  

e )  B e  hospitable t o  his wife ' s  kin 
group member s . 

Wife ' s duties :  
Domestic sphere 

a) Food production :  

i )  Plant , tend, weed and harves t  
most  of  the food crops . 

ii)  Cook most of the vegetable 
foods . 

iii)  C ol l ec t  water and firewood . 

b )  C l othe s :  

Make s tring for t he making 
of pubic aprons , scarves and 
s tring bags . 

c )  The home : 

She may hel p  her husband and 
his kin group with some of 
the l i ghter j obs in house 
building . 

d) Children: 

i )  Look after children from con­
ception . 

ii)  Play an important part in 
sociali s ing her daughters .  

iii)  L ook after her own and her 
husband ' s  pigs . 

Group sphere 

a) Provide food for her husband ' s  
gift-exchanges .  

b)  C ook food for her husband ' s  kin 
when they vi sit . 

c )  Keep in touch with her own natal 
group through vis it s . 
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b )  Serve on the jury or go t o  war if 
required. 

c )  Keep in touch with his mother ( and 
other close kin if he wishes )  
through vi sits and/ or letters and/ 
or telephone cal l s . 

d) Pay taxes to the pol i t ico-legal 
system and the education system .  

Wife ' s  dut ie s : 
Domest ic sphere 

a) Food product ion:  

i )  Purchase most of the food with 
money provided by her husband . 

i i )  Do most  of the cooking . 

b )  Clothes : 

May make s ome c l othe s ,  but 
mostly they are bought with 
money . Responsibl e  for the 
washing and ironing of c l othe s . 

c )  The home : 

i )  I f  s he goes out t o  work she may 
provide some money towards the 
house . 

i i )  Keep t he house clean ins ide . 

d) Children: 

Has the main respons ibil ity for 
l ooking after the young children , 
and plays an important part in 
car ing for and social i s ing older 
chil dren . 

Group sphere 

May spend a lot of time with her 
mother or s ister s , or in formal 
groups such as clubs or soc ie t ie s . 



Appendix C 

Case histories 

Social cate gory I families 

Family A 

E ducat ion l eve l : Husband : none ; wi fe : none . 

Res i denc e :  a) P lace : Initially in house i n  the grounds of the inst itu-
t i on where the husband was working . Later they moved to a new house in a l ow­
cost housing suburb . 

b )  Type of hou s e :  The first one was a wooden-frame house on 
stil t s , with two b edrooms , a l ounge-kitchen , and a shower room ;  a pan toilet out­
side ; power . The second house had three smal l  bedrooms ( the dividing wal l s  did 
not reach to the ceiling) , a small  l ounge-kitchen , and a shower room ;  a pan toilet 
out s ide ; power . In the first house a wood stove was provided ,  and basic furniture . 
In the s econd house there was no furniture or stove , only a kerosene burner . 

Husband ' s work : Chief cook . 

Wife ' s work: Occasional domestic employment , but most of the t ime she 
was not working . She di d not speak Pidgin . 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marr iage : Traditional , by arrangement and with 
bridepr ic e , but the wi fe was very keen to marry thi s  man . 

L ength of s tay in 
Port Moresby : 

b )  Present conjugal relationship:  Highly segregated . 

Husband: 3� years ( he had been in Port Moresby for nearly 
2 years 'during 1 9 61 - 6 2 ) ; wife : 3 year s . 

Not e s :  Thi s  husband had two wives ,  one in Chimbu and one in Port Moresby . Although 
they considered the e ducat ion of their children to be very import ant , thi s  coup l e  
was very tradi tionally minde d .  They h e l d  a funeral feast  i n  Port Moresby when the 
husband ' s  mother died in Chimbu ; when the wife was i l l  they killed  a chicken and 
cooked food in the traditional style , which she and her husband and relatives ate ; 
a fter quarre l l ing with her husband the wife gave him a chicken . The husband led 
his l i fe and the wife her s . When they moved t o  the l ow-cost hou sing suburb their 
house was always crowded with both the husband ' s  and the wife ' s  relatives who 
stayed there indefinitely . At the institution house , relatives and others were 
not allowed to s t ay without official permission .  

A fter the husband returned from l eave he left his first wi fe (A) in the 
Chimbu , because  she was not well ,  and brought hi s second wife and another son 
back with the four chil dren who had been in Port Moresby b efore . Three married 
couples  and their children l ooked after his  house while he was away and in spite 
of polite suggestions , they woul d not move out on the family ' s  return . The son 
who had just arrived in Port Moresby found the overcrowded house . intolerable , 
and s lept at the homes of various other relative s . 

Thi s  couple brought their chil dren up according to the concepts and rules  
of traditional behaviour , not  b eing aware that such socialisation might not be 
the most suitable  for the type of s ocial situation in which the chi ldren were 
l iving . 
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Family B 

Education l evel : Husband : none ; wife : none . 
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Residenc e :  a) P l ace : In a small  shanty settlement o n  the top of  a ridge . 
Al l the houses in the settlement were buil t  of scrap t imber and corrugated iron 
piece s . There were a few small  garden plot s ,  but the ground was stony , and very 
dry during the dry season . During my study s ome new houses were put up , reduc ing 
the amount of ground available for vegetable gardens . Different parts  of the 
settlement were inhab ited by people from different part s  of Papua New Guinea , with 
no communication between the people of thes e  different sect ions . The Chimbu 
sect ion contained people from different par t s  of Chimbu , but al though they used 
the same footpaths ( which was not the case with the people from the different 
sections ) , there was no s ocialising between them . There was no power , no drain­
age and no water ( except off the iron roofs during the wet season) . People got 
their water , with or without permission, from the high-covenant homes below the 
ri dge . Schools  and shops were only a few minutes ' walk away . Most of the res i ­
dent s were men , either s ingle o r  married men without their wive s . When I first  
vis ited the  Chimbu section ,  s ix women l ived there : five arrived during the study ,  
and one woman came and left . 

b )  Type of house : One-room wooden shack with a leaking corru­
gated iron roo f ;  one wooden bed ( home-made) and one chair ; no windows . 

Husband ' s  work:  

Wife ' s  work : 

Domestic servant . 

Dome s t ic servant . 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marriage : E lopement . No bri deprice was paid . 
A kinsman of the husband t ook a photograph of the husband to Chimbu , and the wife , 
who was married to an older man then in gaol , saw the photo and deci ded she l iked 
the mart . When the husband went on leave , the wife met the man through her brother 
and they eloped . At thi s  t ime the husband was married to another woman . This 
woman still  consi dered hersel f married to the husband , but the husband was not 
sure about it . He had custody of their child ,  who was in Port Moresby with him 
and his  new ' wife ' . 

b) Present conjugal relationship : Fairly independent . The 
husband lived in Port Moresby for over three years without a wife , and had many 
kinsmen then , including fourteen l iving at the same shanty settlen;ient , during the 
per iod of my study . He hardly changed his  drinking habits  s ince his wife arr ived . 
He taught her to do domestic work, and her money , which she controll e d ,  was used 
to buy food and clothes  and cigarettes . She had no kinswomen nearby , and some of 
her few kinsmen in Port Moresby were angry because she ran off with another man , 
who did not pay brideprice . She was l onely and dependent on her husband for 
emotional and sexual satis faction . 

Length of . st ay in Husband : 4\ years ; wife : � year . 
Port Moresby:  

Notes :  Some people considered this couple to be married , others did not . The 2\­
�old s on from the husband ' s  first marriage was s ome thing of  a problem ,  a s  he 
would not obey e ither the husband or his  new wi fe . He spent much t ime with the 
husband ' s  kinsmen . Before comin g to Port Moresby the child would hardly have 
known his father , nor his new mother . By European standards this would be con­
sidered to be emotionally damaging for the chi l d ,  but I am unable to say whether 
this would be so for Chimbu chil dren who may have s pent much t ime with various 
kinsfolk rather than being brought up solely by their mother and fath er . One 
adopted child  ( family J) was said to be almost unmanageabl e ,  and another ( family 
N) was said to be difficult to manage . One biological child  was said to be  
difficult for  his  mother to handle , but his father said  that he had no  difficulty 
with him ( family A ) . 

In 1 9 7 3  thi s  couple ,  toge ther with s ome of the husband ' s  kinsmen, moved to 
another shanty settlement . 
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Family C 

Educat ion leve l : Husband : none ; wi fe : none . 

Residence : a) Place : In the same sect ion of the shanty town in wh ich 
couple B lived , but in a compound household of people from a different part of 
Chimbu . 

b )  Type of hou se :  The house was built  of s crap t imber and 
corrugated iron p iece s .  There was no power , water or drainage . The house  con­
s isted of four unit s .  Two single  men l ived in one room at the end , and did not 
form part of the compound household centred on three married coupl e s  who cooked 
and ate together but did not pool their money . The sleeping arrangement s for the 
members of thi s compound household were as  follows : 

Room 1 : 
Room 2 :  
Room 3 :  

Room 4 :  
Room 5 :  

Husband ' s  work:  

Family C and their chi l d .  
A kinsman and a man from the same vil l age as  the husband C .  
A family comprised of a man , his wife and daughter (not included 
in my study ) . A cou s in of  the husband and a tradit ional trading 
partner . 
Family E and their three chi l dren . 
The brother of husband C .  Halfway through the study they were 
j o ined by a married coupl e  and their baby , who had been evicted 
from their accommodation becau se of  a fight . Both the husband 
and wife were related to family C and to the coupl e  in room 3 .  

Labourer . 

Wife ' s  work : None , except watching her child . 1 She was pregnant . Some-
t imes she cooked but usual ly other member s of the compound household cooked for 
her . S omet imes she went shopping . In the compound household the wives often 
cooked at the same t ime over the s ame fir e ,  and somet imes they used the same pans , 
but when they had money they bought their food separat e ly ,  a lthough it was served 
connnunally . Those with no money to buy food still  got a share if they were pre­
sent when the food was served . 

Type of marriage : a )  Method o f  marriage : Arranged by kinsmen of both par t ie s . 
Traditional , with br idepri ce being col l e cted and paid by his agnate s .  The marriage 
was b l e ssed in the, church . Husband was already working in Port Mor e sby ,  and he 
returned t o  the city soon after his marriage , leaving the wife with her parent s .  
He sent her fare to come to Port Moresby about three years later . 

b )  Present conjugal relat ionship : Highly segregated . The 
husband was very t ired aft er work, and simply ate and slept . At weekends he 
drank at a hot e l , although sometime s when other s p l ayed cards at the sett lement ,  
he and his  wife watched or played . He seemed t o  get emot ional satisfaction from 
his  drinking companions , she from the other women of the compound househol d  and 
from her child .  

Length of stay in 
Port More sby : 
year s . 

Husband : about t en year s ; wife : she was fir st here  for two 
years and returned home ; she had been b ack for another two 

Not e s :  This hu sband estab l i shed a pattern of heavy drinking when he was in Por t 
More sby on his  own, and he continued to drink heavily , mainly with a Kerema work­
mate . Often the wife had no money to buy food and had to depend on the other 
famil i e s  in the compound hou sehold for food . However , somet ime s only three of 
the men l iving in the household had paid employment . All adu l t s  in thi s household 
were avid gambler s .  

I n  1 9 7 3  thi s family returned t o  Chimbu , using the wife ' s  earnings to pay the 
fare . It was suggested that l ater they may have left Chimbu and gone to Lae . 

1 Lat er ( 1 9 7 2 )  this woman found dome stic work nearby , and some of the other women in 
�he set t lement looked after her children , including bottle- feeding t he new b aby,  
while she was working . 



F amily D 

Education level : Husband : none ; wife : none . 
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Re sidence : a) Place : At the same shanty settlement as famil ie s  B and C .  
They belonged t o  the same dialect group a s  family C .  Later they moved out to a 
settlement fourteen mil e s  from Port Moresby where the wife ' s  cousin had a small 
pig and poul try farm ( see family F) . They al so leased a block of  land in a new 
suburban settlement zone where they planned to build their own home . In 1973 
they moved into the urban re sett lementl zone so that the e lde s t  child could go to 
school . Their house in this settlement was provided by the husband ' s  employer . 

b )  Type of house : A two- room shack,  without power , water or 
drainage . It was built  by one of the wife ' s  relat ive s ,  who with his wife were 
the fir st people to live on this r idge . 

Husband ' s  work : Labourer 

Wife ' s  work:  Looking after the children . Some t imes she col lected disused 
soft drink bott l e s  to earn a l ittle  money . 

Type of marriage : a )  Method of marriage : The wife said that she was a young 
girl when her father , and a rel ative of her present husband who had married into 
her kin group , more or less  forced her to marry her present husband , whom she did 
not know, and who was a lot older than she . They tried to per suade her by saying 
that the man was weal thy , which turned out not to he true . She was tricked into 
going to Port More sby, and once there ,  could not run away as there were no S ina­
sina women there at that time . Once she had children she felt that she couldn ' t  
leave her husband , and found that he was good natured even i f  he never had any 
money . Then a brother- in- law per suaded the coupl e  to get baptised and to be 
married in church . They had three small  children at the time of my study and the 
wi fe was pregnant again . The wife ' s  cou sin thought very badly of them for having 
children in such quick succe ssion .  

b )  Present conjugal re lat ionship : S egregated . The husband 
worked long hours for low wages .  They frequently pl ayed cards and gambled . The 
husband also drank . The wi fe spent much t ime with the women at the compound house  
during the day , and they were a source of  emot ional satis fact ion ,  as  were her two 
children . The son had to he handled by his father , and sometimes accompanied him 
to work.  

Length of stay in 
Port Moresby : 

Husband : 1 7  year s ;  wife : 5 year s .  

Not e s : The wife wanted t o  go back t o  Chimbu because she was always short o f  money 
�ood and had no work to do in Port Moresby , but they had no money for the fare s . 
The husband did not want to go back because he was a fraid that his children would 
be harmed by witchcraft in Chimbu . He said that there was no witchcraft in Port 
More sby . 

Family E 

Educat ional leve l : 

Residence : 
shanty settlement . 

Husband ' s  work :  

Husband : none ; wife : none . 

a) Pl ace : In the compound household of family C i . e . , in a 

b )  Type of hou se : As for family C .  

Labourer 

1 
In the se re settlement zone s married men can rent a block of land for $ 5  annual ly . 

During the fir s t  two years they may l ive in any type of house , but after two years 
they are expected to have built  . a  house of permanent material s to certain minimum 
standards . 

In the se areas there are piped water stands to be used by 5 households , and 
e l ectric power wil l  be available as the settlement becomes e s t abli shed . 
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Wife ' s  work : None , apart from a l ittle cooking and hou sework ,  and looking 
after the chil dren . 

Type of marriage : a) Method o f  marriage : Arranged by the respective parent s ,  
but once the girl saw the good coffee gardens that her husband ' s  people  had , she 
was keen to marry him . S oon after they married the husband went away to work on 
a plantation for e ighteen months . He then returned to Chimbu for a short t ime , 
before going to work in Port Moresby . After about another e ighteen months his 
wife bought her own plane ticket from coffee she sold , and came down to Port 
More sby without telling her husband she was coming . 

b )  Present conjugal relationship : S egregated . The husband 
worked l ong hour s , and drank heavily . Sometimes he and his wife drank together 
with other members of the compound household and visitor s . They both p l ayed cards 
and gambled as part of  a l arger group of S inasina people . 

Length of stay in 
Port Moresby : 

Husband : 2� year s ; wife : 1 year . 

Note s :  The wife was an independent type of woman who seemed to be able  to look 
after her se l f  in many respects .  She gave bir th to her third chil d  ( and third 
daughter)  during my fieldwor k .  She d i d  not l ike Port Moresby becau se there was no 
work for her to do . She was thinking of leaving the eldest child , who went to 
school , with her husband and going back to Chimbu if she could find money for the 
fares . There appeared to be no strong emotional t ie between husband and wife and 
she bel ieved that e conomically she would be better off in Chimbu . The husband did 
not want t o  go back to Chimbu to l ive becau se there were only old people there -
and women. He said he woul d  not waste money on prostitutes in Port More sby , but 
work hard and save money, as  he did in the past . 

In 1973  they , with a family l iving in the same hou sehold but not included in 
my sample , moved in to a shanty house in an urban resettlement area .  Later one 
family wil l  move ont o  an adj oining block of land . 

Family F 

E ducation leve l : Husband : standard 3 at a mis s ion school ; wife : none . 

Res idence : a) Place : S ervant ' s  quarters o f  house where wife was working . 
Certain restrictions were appl ied by the owners :  only fir s t  degree relat ives coul d  
s leep there and then usual ly only for three months ;  parties could  not b e  held and 
card playing was strictly forbidden . 

b )  Type of house : One-bedroomed fibro-walled house with shower 
and flush toil e t , drainage and power ; wood stove ; no furniture . 

Husband ' s  work · Driver . But he also worked at weekends driv ing his  own three-
ton passenger truck. After work,  several t ime s a week he went out to the small 
farm of  pigs and poultry which he owned fourteen mil e s  from Port Moresby . 

Wife ' s  work:  Dome s t i c  servant . She al so drove their util ity tru ck out to 
t he farm, and fed the animal s with her husband or other relat ive s . She also cooked 
for her family and d id the u sual dome stic  chores . 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marriage : The husband was already married to a 
Papuan woman when he went to the Chimbu on l eave , without  his  Papuan wife . There 
his relatives  pointed out his  pre sent wife to  him ,  saying that she was a hard 
worker with a pleasant disposition .  They met one day , and her brother told her 
that thi s  man was a good man with plenty of money . They decided to marry the next 
day . S he went to stay with his  mother and he returned to Port Moresby . About 
e ighteen months later he sent the money for her bridepr ice and the fare to Port 
Moresby . She l ived in the hou s e  with the Papuan wife , but the l atter became cro s s­
er and cros ser , and eventually le ft , t aking her chi l d  with her . ( Polygyny was 
never so widespre ad among coastal people as  i t  was , and still  i s ,  in the highland s ;  
there woul d  b e  few Papuan coastal men who are polygynis t s  today . ) The husband now 
thinks that one wife was enough for any man ( he and his  wife were both studying to 
become Jehovah ' s  Witne s se s ) . 
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b )  Pre sent conjugal re lat ionship : A j oint economic partner­
ship . Kin t ie s  of both husband and wife were still  very strong with fir st- degree 
relative s , but not for less  close re lative s . The couple wel comed restrictions on 
relative s coming to the hou s e ,  and the husband refused to g ive money to people 
who were not working . He did however , give money regularly to the wife in family 
D who was his first cousin ;  her husband was working , but for l ow wage s ,  and they 
had three children . 

Length of stay in 
Port More sby : 

Husband : 1 1  years ; wi fe : 4 years . 

Notes : The husband obtained the land for his farm from local tribesmen who adopted 
him soon after he arrived in Port Moresby as a boy (he came to pr ovide company for 
an older brother ) . 1 Both husband and wi fe worked and saved very hard . The husband 
had no time for people who did not work regardless  of the circumstance s .  When he 
and hi s wife go to Chimbu on leave he may leave her there and come back by himsel f  
while  she e stablishe s a coffee garden or runs a store . There seemed t o  b e  l ittle  
emotional or  sexual significance in  the marriage relationship , and the husband sent 
for his brother to come down to Port More sby to he lp him and to keep him company 
be cause he felt lonely . During fieldwork his sister and mother- in- law came to 
stay with them. Having severed ties with their kinsmen in general , they may have 
fel t  the need for more contact with their close re lat ive s .  Thi s was the case when,  
after moving house twice , when the wife changed her empl oyers she final ly took a 
non- resident ial position and the family went to l ive with re lative s . However ,  
when the husband was gaoled for hi s par t  i n  a fight , i t  was hi s wife who bailed 
him out , in contrast to the more usual situation where a col lection of agnat ic kins­
men pay court fine s for their kinsman . 

Family G 

Education leve l : Husband : No formal educat ion but several year s of mis sion 
education ; wife : standard 3 .  

Re sidence : a) Place : A sel f-help  l ow- cost housing settlement where it 
was hoped that fami l ie s  would build their own houses to a speci fied minimum 
standard ,  or better . There was no power or drainage in the house thi s family 
occupied . There were tap stands at regular interva l s . Facilities and standard s 
were better than in the shanty settlement s ,  but not as good as in the low- cost 
hous ing suburb s .  

b )  Type o f  hou s ing : This couple shared hal f  o f  a two- bedroomed 
house with a large verandah but no sitt ing room ,  with two other Chimbu couples and 
a varying number of single men , all  from the same area of Chimbu . The house was 
of wood , with an iron roo f .  This was a compound househo l d ,  but the Chimbu kept 
separate from the Eastern Highlands people who l ived in the other hal f .  The house 
belonged to two expatriate s ingle men , for the u se of their re spective domestic  
servants and wive s ,  but  the other p eople moved in  with these two couples . The 
Chimbu wive s , or the ir husband s ,  bought their food separatel y ,  but it was cooked 
at the same time , somet ime s in the same , somet ime s in different pot s ,  and served 
together . The single men rarely contributed to the cost of the food,  but i f  
present when it was dished up , they were given a share similar t o  that of everyone 
e l se .  

Husband ' s  work :  H e  u sually worked a s  a domestic servant , but during most o f  
my research h i s  employer was away and h e  received n o  leave pay .  He bought a motor­
mower with money sent from Chimbu and made some money cutting gras s ,  but the machine 
frequent ly broke down . 

Wife ' s  work : Housework 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marriage : Tradit ional exchange . Both sets of 

As  more and more Chimbu relat ive s o f  the husband and wife came to Port Moresby 
thi s  farm was deve loping into a Chimbu settlement as sociated with the Koiar i  people . 
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parent s were  against the marriage at first , but l ater changed their mind s .  The 
couple were baptised in Port More sby , and then married in a church . 

b )  Present conjugal relat ionship : Joint . This couple were 
trying hard to organise their l i fe on Chri stian principle s ,  as  they understood 
them . The husband and wife agreed that the husband had always been a man to help 
his wife . The main problem was that they had no children of  their own , their son 
having been adopted . The wife had an operat ion , but still  had not become pregnant , 
and the husband was cro s s  with her on this matter . He had los t intere s t  in sexual 
relations , saying that if he were not a Chri s t ian he would  divorce his wife and 
marry another woman . In spite o f  thi s , their overall relat ionship appeared to be 
relatively j oint . 

Length of  s tay in 
Port Moresby : 

Husband : 2� year s ;  wi fe : 2� years .  

Note s : No complaints were made about the behaviour of the adopted son ( he was 
adopted a s  an infant , and I was told that he did not know he was adopted) .  How­
ever , he only arrived in Port Moresby, having completed his primary education, 
shor t ly a fter I met this couple . When his parent s went out cutting gras s  he sat 
at home doing nothing , but later one of his friends managed t o  get a j ob for him .  
A number o f  the s ingle young men were al l owed to stay at the house because the 
husband , who was the l eader of thi s  compound household , said it was the Chr i stian 
thing to do , and otherwise they might wander around town and get into trouble . He 
ins i s ted they come home by 8 p .m .  each evening . A few months after my study ended 
this coupl e  moved to an out s tation with the husband ' s  previous empl oyer , who had 
returned from leave . 

Family H 

Educat ion leve l : 
training ; wife : none . 

Husband : No formal education but a few years of mis sion 

Residence : a )  Place : The same sel f-he l p  hou sing settlement and house 
that family G l ived in . 

b )  Type of house : They formed part of the same household a s  
couple G ,  husband H ' s  empl oyer being par t- owner of  the house i n  which they l ived . 

Husband ' s  work :  Domestic servant , but for several weeks during the t ime o f  
my study the employer was away o n  leave , and the husband had n o  pay .  H e  had a 
power lawn mower , but did not cut grass very often . 

Wife ' s  wor k :  Housework 

Type of marriage : a )  Method o f  marriage : There was some doubt about whether 
this coupl e  were in fact married . The wife tol d  me that it was their custom for 
brideprice not to be paid unti l  after the first baby was born,  but her baby was 
several months old and the husband s t il l  had no intention of collecting bridepri ce . 
S hortly before I le ft Port More sby the wife told me that she wanted to go back to 
her parent s ,  and was free to do so,  and take the child , b ecause no brideprice had 
been paid ( she had no money to pay the fare back to Kundiawa) .  However her rela­
t ives in Port Moresby did not seem d isposed to give her money for the fare . 

The husband ' s  fir s t  wife l e ft him ,  and when he was in Chimbu for a short 
t ime , he met his present wife and seduced her . She ran away with him to Port 
Moresby , against her parent ' s  wishes .  

b )  Present conjugal relationship : S egregat e d .  This husband 
had no intere s t  in his wife and even a fter his  employer had returned , he gave his  
wife no money . He spent it  on drink or gamb l ing , or gave it to  relative s .  But 
he loved p l aying with his young son. 

Length of stay in Husband : 10 year s ;  wife : 2 year s .  
Port Mor e sby : 
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Notes : This couple were intere sting in that a neighbouring Papuan women made 
fr'i'e'iids with the wife at a time when there were no other mar ried coupl e s  living 
in the house . This Papuan woman could speak very l ittle  Pidgin , but the two 
women gave each other pre sent s of food sometime s .  The friendship began when the 
wife was on the road waiting for her husband to come home , and some night s he 
never came . The other women in the compound household referred to thi s P apuan 
woman as wi fe H ' s  friend . 

A few months after the re sear ch ended the house was burnt down . The ir Papuan 
neighbours took thi s couple in for a few weeks . However , in time they lost 
patience with the husband , who was working but still  gave his wife no money or 
food . Nor did he give them anything . in return for l ooking after the wife and 
child . Finally they asked them to leave . They moved in with some other Chimbu 
and the wife found part- t ime dome stic work. 

Family I 

Education leve l : 

Re sidence : 

Husband ' s  work :  

Wife ' s  work:  

Husband : none ; wife : none . 

a) Place : As for couples G and H .  

b )  Type o f  hou se :  A s  for couple G .  

Labourer 

A minimum of housework .  

Type of marriage : a )  Method of marriage : It seems that the wife saw the husband 
once , when she was a young girl (not old enough to be married) and decided then that 
she was the man she wanted to marry . Meantime the husband was i�. Port Moresby . 
When the girl was old er and found that her parents were considering another boy 
for her to marry she ran away to the parents of her pre sent husband and told them 
that she wanted to marry their son .  She stayed with them for a few months , and they 
decided that she would make a good wife for their son .  Brideprice was agreed to 
and paid . The husband ' s  father brought the wi fe to Port Moresby ( I  am not sure 
whether the son knew that he was being married in absentia) ,  and was still  in the 
city at the time of my research . 

b )  Present conjugal re lationship : S egregated , although the 
husband said that a husband should  help his wife with the cooking . He beat his 
wi fe a number o f  time s ,  which upset hi s father and the other members o f  the com­
pound household . The wife , who seemed to be very fond of her husband, said they 
were not seriou s  quarrel s .  The husband continued t o  drink heavily at weekends . 
The marriage had not been consununated : they claimed they had no sui table opportunity 
due to the crowded condit ions in which they lived . This would not be considered 
unusual in Chimbu tradition .  

Length of stay in 
Port More sby : 

10 years ;  wife : 4 months .  

�: S ome o f  the other members o f  the compound household suggested that thi s 
husband ' s  behaviour towards his wife might indicate that he was rej ecting her , 
but they did not real ly think so . If he did reject her , his kin group would for­
feit the brideprice they paid , as  he would be re j ecting the girl without just  
cau se . At the end o f  r esearch the couple moved into servants '  quarters  where they 
lived on their own , but he still  fought her a number of t ime s .  She claimed that 
he was j u s t i fied : once she had been slow to cook food for his father when he vi sit­
ed them ( be cause her husband had been very late coming home with the food ) . The 
father , however , did not feel that the beating was justified . 

· 

Later the wife quarrel led with her employer over her pay , and the couple l e ft 
and went to l ive with the wife ' s  cousin, (0) . When the husband lost  his j ob they 
went to l ive at Fourteen-Mile . They had been encouraged by the ir employer to buy 
a block of l and in a new suburban re settlement scheme , but the husband refused -
probably through l azine s s ,  and becau se he real i sed that in his present situation 
he had no housing or food expenses .  
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Family J 

E ducation level : Husband : none ; wi fe : none . 

Re sidence : a )  P l ace : Ini tially in the servant ' s  quarter s of one o f  the 
expatriate staff of the institution wher e  the hu sband worked . When family A 
moved out of the ir hous e  in the inst itution ground s ,  this family moved into it . 

b ) Type of house : The or iginal servant ' s  house was a one­
roomed wooden house with a wooden bed ins ide . There was a sheltered cooking and 
laundry are a  out s ide , and a pan toilet . The hou se had power and piped cold water . 

Husband ' s  work :  Cook. 

Wife 1 s wor k :  Domestic  servant and housework .  

Type o f  marriage : a) Method of marriage : Traditional exchange that was in sti-
gated by the r e spective kin groups .  

l b )  Present conjugal relat ionship : Joint . The husband felt 
a re sponsibility to  look aft er his wife in Por t  More sby . A s  she worked for money 
and had a strong character he hel ped her with domestic  chores on his own initiative . 
This may be rel ated to the fact that they were both growing o l d  and had no chil­
dren, as wel l  a s  t o  the urban s ituation , and the fact that the wi fe had a strong 
character . 

Length of stay in Husband : 3 years (he also  spent 2 years in Port Moresby some 
P or t  Moresby: years ago ) ; wi fe : 2 years . 

Notes :  Thi s  husband was a polygyni st  but wife J was his fir s t  wife , the other 
Wi'V'eS having been divor ce d .  He had no children by any of his wives ,  which may be  
the  reason he had  so  many wives and why in  Chimbu he  fe lt free to have affair s  
with women and gir l s ( i . e . , h e  had n o  children who would  b e  harme d ,  according t o  
traditional bel ie f ,  as  a resu l t  o f  h i s  sexual contact with women) . 

They had an adopted daughter (about seven year s old)  who both parent s and other 
Chimbu des cribed as  a problem chil d  in that she woul d  not do what she was tol d .  
The husband said that this was because  her mother , one of h i s  ex-wives ,  was obstin­
ate ( children were said to take after their mother becau se she looked after them, 
it  being believed that the mother had no dir ect b iological connection with her 
children ) . He said. he took l ittle interest  in the child other than feeding her 
becaus e  she was di fficu l t ,  but perhaps her behaviour was a de sperate attempt to 
gain some attention . The father was not worrie d  becau se the gir l  was not going to 
school ,  and hinted that in a few year s she would earn money as a prostitute . 

E arly in 1973  this husband and wife had a seriou s  quarrel because a previous 
wife of the husband came to  him for protection , claiming that her brother , who 
paid her fare to Port More sby , was put ting her on the s treet s  as a prostitute . 
Husband J accepted this wife back, so wife J returned to Chimbu , t aking the chil d  
with her . 

Shor tly after thi s  the husband , who had been turned out o f  his  previous accom­
modation , was allocated a Housing Commis s ion house in an urban resettlement are a .  
The family with whom he had been staying when h e  was without a house , moved i n  with 
him. In the meantime the bro ther of the returned fifth wife took her away , saying 
that husband J had no r ight s to her as he had not paid the fare to Port More sby and 
that the bridepr ice he had p aid e arl ier had been returned ; the wi fe was sent to  
l ive with another man . 

Family K 

E du cat ion level : Husband : none , except a
.
s a catechist ; wife : none . 

Res idence : 
Port More sby . 

a )  P l ace : A shanty settlement in a vall ey on the outskirt s  o f  
All the inhabitant s o f  t h i s  set tlement came from the same area o f  

Thi s  was not the case when they l ived i n  Chimbu . 
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Chimbu , most of them being single men , or men whose wive s were in Chimbu . Any 
Chimbu in Port Moresby from the Gumine sub- distric t  who could find no other 
accommodation , came out here . Approximately hal f the men l iving here were un­
employed . There was no power , water or drainage . Water was obtained from a tap 
about twenty minute s ' walk away . 

b )  Type of hous e :  A one- room shack made of bits  of packing 
case and piece s  of shee t  iron . Cooking was done in the open . There was garden 
land on the hill side nearby . 

Husband ' s  work : Cont act man for his wife . 

Wife 1 s work: Prostitute . 

Type of marr iage : a) Method of marriage : The wife was already married to another 
man , but she ' carr ied leg ' with her pre sent husband , they liked each other and went 
to l ive together . Her brother chased the husband away , but his kin group agreed to  
pay brideprice ( they hesitated because she had never had any children) . 

b) Present conjugal re lat ionship :  This  was very di fficult  to 
evaluate in terms of activities because there was so  l ittle  in their l ive s . They 
were usually out all  day and it was not pos sible for me to visit this set t lement 
at night to observe activities that could be turned into talking point s .  Their 
economic activities were complementary , in Bott ' s  terms , which she classified a s  
segregated . C ooking consisted of boiling r ice and opening a t in of f i sh or meat 
or a packet of mut ton chops . S omet imes the wi fe did thi s ,  sometimes the husband , 
and somet ime s his  kinsmen , who were close neighbours .  This Bott  woul d classify 
as  j oint act ivity . Emotionally it was al so difficult  to j udge . He seemed to have 
only an economic interest  in his wife now that she had produced no children . She 
seemed both dependant upon him and attached to him , . but it could .be fear ; her 
brother tried to make her give up prostitution and return to Chimbu , but she re fu sed . 
She seemed to l ike both the w:> rk and the husband , but did not l ike the fact that 
he controlled all the money she earned for his own purpose s . 

Length of stay in Husband : 1 1  years (with per iods in Chimbu) ;  wife 1 year . 
Port More sby : 

Note s : When I asked why they did not move into a b etter hou se in town now that 
they were earning so  much money , the husband said that he had to  l ive near his 
kinsmen for protect ion : some man might want to kil l  him and take his wife away . 
When they went out on bus ines s they were u sually accompanied by a kin sman . 

They were saving the money to buy another wife to give the husband children . 
The husband said that the wife did not l ike the idea , but had agreed t o  it . The 
wi fe , even when be ing interviewed alone , said that she did not mind . Al l she 
wanted was money . 

The couple went home to Chimbu but were not made very wel come possibly because 
people did not approve of their behaviour or because they were not very generous 
with the ir earnings from it . On returning to Port Moresby they buil t  a new house 
in the shanty settlement . They purchased a passenger- truck , hiring a Gumine man 
to drive it , and used this for the woman to go around on her bus ine s s . E arnings 
had increased considerably s ince the research period . 

Family L 

Education l eve l : Husband : none ; wi fe : standard 1 .  

Residence : a )  Place : The same shanty sett lement , but in a different 
section to famil ie s  B , C ,D and E .  

b )  Type o f  house : A one- room shack ful l  of clothe s .  One 
chair and two home-made b eds . No power , water or drainage . 

Husband ' s  work : 

W i fe ' s  work : 

Supervisory cook. 

Housework. 
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Type o f  mar riage : a) Method of marr iage : The husband wante d  to marry her , but 
she wanted to marry someone e l se , to which her parent s would  not agree . He gave 
many presents to her parent s ,  and his kinsmen chased the man she l iked away . Her 
parents said that he had lots  of money and p ig s , and so she agreed to marry him .  
She was h i s  second wife , the husband becoming a polygynist . It was a tradit ional 
exchange mar riage with brideprice being paid . The mis sion would not allow a church 
wedding as he already had one wife . 

b )  Present conjugal relationship : Segregated.  The wife wanted 
her husband to marry another wife to keep him company in Port Moresby and bear him 
childr en whil e  she s tayed in Chimbu looking aft er their  coffee . The husband con­
troll ed the money , although she l ooked' after it before some was banked . He made 
money gambl ing and she looked a fter his t akings until  it was b anked . He said that 
he coul dn ' t  leave his wife at home alone in Por t  Moresby , as some man might accost 
her . S exual relations had ceased a s  they had a two-year- old child who pul led at 
the breast from time to t ime . The husband was not happy about this ,  but the wife 
u se d  to attack him with a kni fe i f  he approached her ; his brother s agreed with the 
wife that his sexual demands were unreasonabl e  at that t ime : he had a child only 
two years old and he must wait , they said . The wife wanted him to have relat ions 
with other women , but he r e fu sed on the grounds that it was against the church , 
that he might get  venereal disease , or their chil d  might get sick .  The wife did 
not want t o  be come pregnant again . I referred them to a family planning cl inic , 
but the visit  was not , they told me , sat i s factory . 

Length of stay in Husband : 3 years (but had b een in Port More sby before ) ; 
Port More sby: wife : 2 year s .  

Not e s : This man said he could  not marry another wife because he had several 
�er brothers  and his kin had to buy wive s for them, and he too woul d  be ex­
pected to contr ibu te . The wi fe said that if she stayed in Chimbu she could se l l  
a l o t  of  coffee and buy another wife for him .  During fieldwork one o f  the husband ' s  
brothers and a brother- in- law arrived in Port More sby to  l ive with them . The hus­
band had paid their fares .  He wanted them for companionship (he already had a 
marr ied si ster and another brother in the city) . This  husband came from a large 
family . When the ir child was smal ler the wi fe worked and used her money to pay 
for her father to come and visit them. Ties with their respective natal group s 
were strong for both husband and wife . 

Late in 1 9 7 2  the wife went to l ive with one of her brother s ,  but the husband 
maintained that they were s t i l l  married , it was just that his employers had not 
given him a house as  they had promised , and his wife d id not l ike it at the shanty 
settlement without power and water . However , the couple continue to quarrel regu­
l ar ly over the wife ' s  refusal to  have sexual intercour se . 

Family M 

Education l eve l : 

Residence : 

Husband : Form 3 and on- the- j ob training ; wife : none . 

a )  P l ace : Low- cost housing suburb . 

b )  Type of house : The same as the one that family 0 moved 
into . However ,  there were many more people in this house than the couple  M and 
their two chil dren . When I began my study there was another married couple and 
their b aby and a younger brother of the husband a l l  l iving in the house . Then 
the husband ' s  s i s ter and her husband arr ived, and they too stayed with them , in 
thi s two-bedroomed hou se .  This  household more or l e s s  formed a compound house­
hol d  with the house next door but one , where · the hu sband ' s cou s in and her husband 
l ived , together with one of husband M ' s brothers . When I fir st met husband M he 
had a l arge de sk  in the house where he sat to write art icle s and l e tter s ,  but the 
house became too crowded and he had to take it out .  At that t ime an opos sum was 
kep t  in a cage in the kitchen . They had two cat s and nine dog s . 

Hu sband ' s  work:  Journa l i s t . 

Wi fe ' s  wor k :  Hou sework. 



Type of marriage : a) Method of marriage : The husband was sending present s to  
this  wife when he  was married to  another woman whom he didn ' t l ike . He paid 
for thi s first  wife himsel f ,  but apparently he did not know her and when they 
met he di d not l ike her . He never brought her to Port Moresby . He then sent 
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for his present wi fe , for whom he had not pa id brideprice , and married her in 
church in Port Moresby . The first wife was l iving with the husband ' s  parent s and 
evidently c ons idered hersel f  to be marr ied to  him ,  al though he cons idered that 
their marriage had ended . He had the child  from his first marriage and gave it 
to  hi s second wife , who now considered it  to  be her own . l 

b) Present conjugal relationship : It i s  difficult t o  evaluate 
couple M ' s conjugal relationship in Bot t ' s terms . The wi fe was the dominant part­
ner .  In such a househol d  there was l i t t l e  opportunity for a close relat ionship . 
There were many other people about t o  hel p the wife with her domes t ic dutie s .  
The wife went visit ing with her husband but people mostly came to visit the hus­
band , who was heavi ly involved in both church and political affairs . The wi fe 
did not partic ipate in thes e  act ivit ie s , apart from going to church with her hus ­
band . Their relationship was segregate d ,  a s  much b y  circumstances as  the attitude 
of the partners . 

Length of stay in 
Port Moresby: 

Husband : 5 years ; w�fe : 2 year s .  

Notes :  I found thi s the most difficult family t o  work with , for two reasons . 
FirStly , the husband might have fe l t  inadequate , and therefore on the defens ive , 
because hi s comparatively high l evel of education contrasted with his unsophis­
t icated style of l iving,  because he had an uneducated wife , or because of hi s 
somewhat c ontradictory marital s tatus in view of the fact he was a church coun­
c i ll or and worked hard for the mission . Secondly,  there appeared to be some ten­
sion between husband and wife over the presence of one other married couple  in the 
house . There was much gos s ip c irculating among church members about wi fe M wh ich 
I was unable  t o  verify ,  but this  couple may wel l  have had things about which they 
preferred me not to know. 

On returning from leave in the Chimbu the wife said she no longer wished to 
l ive in Chimbu - it was too dusty and dirty, with no piped water . 

Social category II famil ie s  

Family N 

Educat ion l evel : Husband : standard 4 ,  wife : standard 1 .  

Res idence : a) Place : In a residential compound belonging to the husband ' s 
employer . As a resul t of stric t ly enforced regulat ions by the employer l ife for 
the people l iving in the compound was di fferent to that in other parts of Port 
Moresby . The same rule s  applied to  famil ie s  F and Q. As a result of the se rules 
and patrol s in the compound , women and young gir l s  could walk in the compound area 
at night , and if the ir husbands were away they could stay al one and even s leep 
al one without fear . 2 This was not pos s ible  in other parts  of Port More sby . People 
varied in their att itude s  towards these regulations . Most had mixed feel ings : in 
s ome ways they wanted to  be able to  have relatives visit them freely and stay with 
them accor ding to custom,  but on the other hand , for economic reasons they were 
glad that there were some restrictions . 

b) Type of house :  Two-bedroomed fibro house with cement fl oor 
and iron roof . Power , running cold water , shower , flush toilet and dra inage . 
Furniture was provided ( two beds , fou r armchair s , table , upright chairs , cupboard) . 

However , s ome t ime later thi s  child  was returned to its  mother . 
2 There wer e a l s o  disadvantage s in not having many people in a house , i . e . ,  there 
was a greater poss ibil ity of intra-family abuse s . 
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Husband ' s  work:  

Wife ' s work : 

Mechanic 
1 

Housework only . 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marr iage : Traditional exchange , initiated by the 
husband when he was in Chimbu on leave . He met his  pre sent wife when he visited 
a cousin . The wife went t o  stay with his mother who saw that the girl was a hard 
worker , and the husband ' s kinsmen paid the bridepr ice some months l ater ( the hus­
band had a lready returned t o  Por t  Moresby) . Later they married in church . 

b) Pre sent c onjugal relationship :  Fairly segregated . Husband 
and wife seemed undecide d  whether the wife woul d  return to Por t  Moresby after their 
next leave . The husband appeared disappointed that his wife had not yet borne him 
any children . He s tressed many t imes that among Chimbu the husband was the ' bos s ' , 
and his  wife was very quiet and uncommunicative . However , when I a sked her whether 
her husband was happy about the j ob I found for her ( after I had completed my inter­
viewing o f  them) , she was mos t  indignant a t  my question and replied angrily that it 
was up t o  her , and none o f  his busine s s . At that t ime the husband did not know 
about the j ob ( she had no t told  him when h e  came home for the weekend from a fie ld 
patrol ) . 

Length of s tay in 
Port Moresby: 

Husband : 3� years ; wi fe : 2 year s .  

Notes :  This couple adopted the wife ' s  younges t  sis ter , who was about eight years 
or;rQnd went to  school . B oth husband and wife said she was disobedient and wouldn ' t 
l isten to them . She called them ' dad ' and ' mum ' . Whether her behaviour was r elated 
t o  the fact that she was adopted I cannot say ,, but it  may be the result of the urban 
enviromnent and going to school . In the Western education methods used in the school s 
chi l dren are taugh t  t o  think for themselve s  rather than s imply to do what they are 
tol d ,  and Chimbu parents may not be equipped to  deal with children who have these new 
attitudes and approach to l i fe . The chi l dren may not be guided by · their parent s  
to  u s e  their initiative i n  the right way , and parents may not give enough a ttention 
to their children in this new s ituation . In 1 9 7 3  the wife found that this girl 
and her adoptive father were engaging in an illega l  sexual relationship . 

Family 0 

E ducation l eve l : Husband: none ; wi fe : none . 

Residence : a) Place : Initially the wife and baby were l iving with family 
N ,  she b eing the clan s i ster of husband N .  Her husband use d  t o  eat with them in 
the evenings , but due to  the compound regulations he was not able  to s l eep  there ; 
he s l ept around with various Chimbu ' brothers ' .  Later they were a l l ocated a one­
bedroomed house in a l ow-cost housing  s uburb . 

b) Type of house : A fibro house , on stilt s , with an iron roof 
and wooden floor . Running cold water and power , but no drainage . Pan t oilet . 
Kerosene burner , but no furniture pr ovided with the house . 

Husband ' s  work: Carpenter . 

Wife ' s  work : Housework . She had a new baby . 

Type of marriage a)  Method of marriage : Tradit ional exchange except that the 
husband pai d  the bridepr ice himself because he had no relatives in Chimbu . He was 
not a Chimbu but now considered himself  to be one , a nd Chimbu accepted him as one 
of themselves .  He went t o  Chimbu for employment purpose s ,  and there met his wife . 

b) Pre sent conjugal relationship : Fairly j oint . The wife seem­
e d  to be a strong character . Husband N was the only relative she had in Port 
Moresby and she said she did not want to become dependant upon him .  She did not 
get on with her husband ' s  relat ive s ,  who l ived in a Port More sby coastal village 

1 
She did. have domes t ic empl oyment for a short t ime , but fel t  that she was not 

being adequately paid . 
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because , she said,  only the younger ones spoke Pidgin , and they did not l ike her 
because when she stayed there for a few weeks she had malaria and did not help 
them . 

Length of stay in Husband:  He came to Port Mor esby as a boy with his father . 
Port Moresby : About 1951  he s tarted travel l ing and working throughout the 
country , returning to Port More sby in 1967 . Dur ing t his  t ime he spent four years 
in Chimbu and married in 1 95 6 . 

Wife : 3 year s . She trave l led around to various goverrnnent 
stat ions wi th her husband after they married .  

Note s :  Their two older chil dren, both o f  whom were in high school in Port Moresby ,  
had l ived w ith the husband ' s s ister for four to five year s . When their parent s 
obtained their own house , the younger came to stay with them for a short time , but 
the wife rarely if  ever saw the older son . The husband ' s s is te r  was angry wi th 
husband 0 when his wi fe unexpectedly, but a fter having some internal operat ion , 
became pregnant again . The wife worked as a domes t ic servant before she married ,  
and had a l s o  worked i n  Port Moresby . When her employer found that she was preg­
nant she a sked her to leave , and to vacate the servants '  quarters .  Thi s  was when 
she went to stay with her clan br other and his  wi fe , family N .  Husband 0 said he 
would never return to his vil lage because there was too much sorcery there . Per­
haps he fel t  nervous because he had refused t o  give money or hel p t o  some of his 
relatives . 

During 1 9 7 2 - 7 3  the husband was frequently out of work , or had to take labour­
ing work . Both he and his wife tried very hard to find work . From t ime to time 
they had other Chimbu l iving with them , but not for more than a few months at a 
time . Either they were allocated accommodat ion i . e . ,  army famil ies , or they were 
asked to leave , by either the husband or wife , usually on the grqunds that some 
a spec t s  of the ir behaviour would be detrimental to their ch il d .  A dome s t ic posi­
tion was turned down for the same r ea son . 

The wife e stabl ished fr iendly relationships with the family next door , a 
Madang man marr ied to a Buka woman . In mid- 1 9 7 3  a Kerema relative of the husband , 
a girl of about ten years ,  came to l ive with them to look after the child whi le 
wife 0 went out to work . 

Family P 

Education leve l : 

Residence :  
for seven year s . 

Husband : none , only on-the- j ob training ; wi fe : none . 

a) Pl ace : Low-cost housing settlemen t ,  where they had l ived 

b) Type of house : A wooden house on stil t s , with a front 
verandah but no s i t t ing room . Two bedrooms . A cooking space with a wood stove at 
the back of the house . Running col d  water . Shower . Pan toilet . The wife kept 
apologis ing for the house , because , she sai d ,  it was old and no good . They did not 
want to move because there was a vacant l ot next door which she had planted with 
vegetable s . 

Husband ' s  work:  

Wife ' s  work :  

Pol ice constable . 

Hou sework . 

Type of marriage : a) Method o f  marriage : Traditional exchange fol l owed by church 
ble s s ing . She met him when he came to Chimbu on leave . Many girl s wante d  to marry 
him ,  but he wanted to marry his present w ife . Her parent s encouraged her , and his 
parent s were a l s o  in favour . 

b) Present conjugal relationship : Segregated . The wife became 
qui te emotional when she talked about her brother who was transferred from Port 
Moresby two years ago ; she obviously stil l mi ssed him . T4ey had no Chimbu neigh­
bours but mixed with severa l  from different par t s  of Papua New Guinea . The wife 
called one woman her ' age-mate ' because she had no real age-mate in Port Moresby 



1 68 

( in Chimbu custom there is a special , very close relat ionship between age -mates of 
the same sex) . The husband drank heavily and gambled w ith men friends from various 
par t s  of the country . 

Length of s tay in 
Por t  Moresby: 

Husband: 8 years ;  wife : 7 - year s . 

� : Thi s  coupl e  seemed to be one of the best adjusted famil ie s  from the point 
of view of urban l iving . But they were l ooking forward to returning to Chimbu 
when the husband retired in eighteen months . The husband was undecided whe ther his 
e l dest  daughter , who was in her last  year in primary school , should go to high 
school . He finally dec i ded to l eave the choice to her , but his  wi fe wanted the 
girl to continue with her s tudies .  

Family Q 

E ducat ion l eve l : Husband : no formal e ducat ion but several years of mission and 
on-the-j ob training . Had vis ited Australia  three t imes for shor t - term training 
cour se s . 

Residence : 

erat or for his  beer . 

Husband ' s work:  

Wife ' s  work : 

Wife : none . 

a) Plac e :  Empl oyer ' s c ompound ( see family N ) . 

b) Type of house : see family N .  The husband bought a re frig-

Security officer . 

Housework . 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marriage : The husband cl aimed that before he last  
went on l eave his employers told him that he shoul d  c ome back married . When he was 
on leave a number of young gir l s  wanted to marry him . He seduce d  his pre sent wife 
and there was a court case . As the girl s t i l l  wanted to marry him he agreed ,  in 
order t o  annoy her parent s . Brideprice was paid but there was no church wedding , 
in spite of the protests  of the pries t  at the mission station . 

b) Present conjugal r elationship : Segregated . This husband 
spent his free t ime drinking with workmates . He talked in a very derogatory fashion 
of women and married l ife . What drew him home was his daughter , of whom he  was 
obviously very fond . The wife , who was about twenty year s younger than her husband, 
appeared satisfied with his treatment , but spent her t ime with other Chimbu women 
living in the compound and her relatives who vi.sited her . 

Length of stay in 
Por t  Moresby:  

Husband: 9 year s ;  wife : 3 year s .  

� : Thi s  family was c l as sified as Category II because the husband ' s  behaviour 
and attitudes were different in a number of ways of those of husbands in Category I .  
He t ook l i ttle interest in fellow Chimbu and a s sociated mainly with workmate s , both 
indigenous and expatriate . He c laimed that these were the people who would help him 
in t ime of troub l e , so they were the ones with whom he must be friendly . He claimed 
to pre fer barbecues to mumu . He was ambitious for h is chi l dren . On the other hand , 
h i s  traditions were still  part of him �  his lack of companionship with his wife , his 
des ir e  for sons , hi s threat to marry another wife if  his wife had another daughter ; 
pull ing against some of the se ·traditional attitude s  was the force of the church 
which he still  claimed was the one true religion (he used to be a catechist ) . 

This family was on the borderline between Categor ies I and II because of the 
attitude s  and behaviour of the wife,  who had no interest in keeping h er house c lean 
or bettering her s e l f  and spent her t ime wandering from one Chimbu house to another . 
She was very dependant upon her husband and seemed well satis fied wi th him and his 
behaviour t owards her and the chi ldren as he provided for her financially in spite 
o.f his heavy drinking , i . e . , she was satisfied with a bas ically economic relation­
ship with her husband . 
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Educat ion l evel : Husband : s tandard 9 and tertiary tra ining ; wife : s tandard 6 .  

Residenc e :  a )  Place : High-covenant housing suburb . 

b) Type of house : Two-bedroomed furnished duplex . Power , 
piped hot and col d  water . Electric stove . Flush t oilet and drainage . 

Husband ' s work : Clerk . 

Wife 1 s work:  Housework and dre s smaking . 

Type of marriage : a )  Method of marriage : A combined church and traditional 
marriage . The husband and wife h ad corresponded but t .not met prior to the wedding . 

b )  Present conjugal relationship:  Joint . 1 The husband he lped 
the wi fe in the home , and she hel ped him financially when she fel t he needed 
a s s istance . They had a car and spent much t ime visiting or entertaining joint 
friends and relative s . However , the husband a l s o  had many business  COllllli tments 
and polit ical act ivi t ie s  out of working hour s . 

Length of s tay in Husband : 4 years ( and 1 year earlier be fore he was married) ; 
Port  More sby: wi fe : 4 year s . 

Not e s : The husband only lived a traditional Chimbu l ife until  he was eight  years 
old .  A fter that he was e ducated in boarding school s and worked in schools or towns . 
The wife s pent her childhood on miss ion stations in the Chimbu and in boarding 
school . Their present soc ia l relationships were mainly with people who were school­
mate s ,  workmates and e ducated relatives . 

Occasionally the husband considered changing his  employment , and did not seem 
to be really settled in his work or sati s fied that he was being given the chances 
he deserved . When he was given some land by the husband of a cousin of hi s ,  who 
married a man from a neighbour ing part of the highlands where there was no land 
shortage , he and hi s wife were overjoye d .  They planned to start a pig farm in 
conjunct ion with the cousin ' s husband . Thi s  man had rights  to land in the Chimbu , 
but for some years his brother had been using the land . The wife had no land . 

Family S 

Education level : Husband: form 4 ( including two years at an Austral ian hi gh 
school ) , plus tertiary tra ining ; wi fe :  form 3 ,  plus tertiary training . 

Residence : 
was s tudying . 

a )  Place : In the grounds of the institut ion where the husband 

b) Type of house : Fibr o ,  two-bedroomed house with power , run­
ning cold water and shower . Pan toile t . No re s trictions on vi sitors or people 
s taying were mentioned , but no-one was s taying on a regular  basi s ;  a young man 
from the highlands ate with them every day because he was l onely where he was 
l iving . There were chairs , a table ,  and two beds in the house . 

Husband ' s work : 

Wife 1 s work : 

S tudent . 

Teacher . 

Type of marriage : a) Method of marriage : Church wedding and no traditional wed­
ding nor br ideprice . The reason that no brideprice was given was because the hus­
band was a s tudent and because the Lutheran mission was against high brideprice .  
Both the wife ' s  parents were Lutherans . The couple had not planned to marry until 
the husband had c ompleted his s tudies , but when they went home on leave the parents 
had arranged the wedding s o  they married . 

1 I use this  term ,  a s  Bott doe s , in a r el at ive sens e . The conjugal role-relat ion­
ship of this family was j oint compared with that of mos t  other famil ies . 
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b )  Present conjugal r elationship : Joint . The husband had a 
l ot of practical work to do in connection with h is training , but hi s wife went 
with him when this was suitable and possible . She al so fel t  she was helping her 
husband by entertaining his visitor s . The husband helped the wife by shopping for 
her ( in Category I famil ies  husbands fre quently did the shopping not in order to 
hel p  their wives but because they contr ol led the money) . He al so helped t o . clean 
the house and t i dy the garden,  etc . Her parent s lived together in the same house 
in Chimbu, so wife S was used to this arrangement , and thought it  superior to the 
tradit ional syst em of separate houses for husbands and wive s . 

L ength of stay in 
Port Moresby :  

Husband : 1 year ; wife : 1 year . 

�: Implicit in the wife ' s father ' s  allowing his daughter to marry without 
brideprice as the young man was a student , was the noti on that among educated 
families  young men are expected to pay brideprice themselves for their wife . 
Husband R saved up and paid for his own wi fe , as did husband T .  Chimbu regard 
educated young men as out side the traditional exchange system of their kin . l 

The young wi fe was the best e ducated of a l l  the wives in my sample , but she 
was very retiring and scarcely talked when her husband was pre sent . When I talked 
to her on her own she was co-operative , shared many interesting thoughts ,  spoke in 
Engli sh and had strong emotional feelings for both her mother and her husband . 

Thi s  couple
. 

socialised with New Guinean member s  of their church ( few, if any , 
Papuans were members of the Lutheran church) of al l education and inc ome level s .  
Their  bes t  friends were couple G ,  foll owed by couple R .  The husband also had many 
' formal ' s oc ial relationships .  He said he did not know much about Chimbu or Euro­
pean traditions . Both husband and wife worried about a shortage of money and the 
expense of l iving in Port Moresby . 

Family T 

Educati on l eve l : Husband : Form 3 and on-the - j ob training . He spent six months 
training in Austra l ia . He l ived at home until  he went to secondary school . 

Wife : Form 1 .  Began tertiary training , but did not complete 
it . 

Res i denc e :  a )  Plac e :  Ini tially in a n  intermediate house , but l ater they 
moved into a high-cost housing suburb nearer where the husband worked . 

b )  Type of house : The fir s t  house was a three- bedroomed fibro 
house with power , running hot and cold water , flush toilet and drainage . The 
second hou s e  was a l ar ge , old wooden hou se , al so with power , running hot and cold 
water and flush toilet . In both houses the basic items of furniture were provide d .  

Husband ' s  work : 

Wife ' s  work :  

Senior administrative officer . 

Housework and dres smaking . 

Type of marr iage : a )  Method of marriage : After considerable opposit ion from the 
wife ' s  family , the couple obt ained their permis s ion to marry , which in thi s  case 
s imply meant sett ing up a home together . There was no bridepr ice paid unt il  about 
four year s later , when the husband , he claimed of his own volit ion , paid brideprice 
to the wi fe ' s  family to ' keep them happy ' .  His  uncle helped him ,  but the major 
contribution was made by the husband . 

1 In the Motuan villages around Port Moresby where today nearly all  young men are 
educated , the young men ' s  kin group contributes towards payment for a bride for 
h im .  This  pl aces the husband under an obligation to these relative s ,  and over 
the year s he mus t  pay back his ' debt ' by contributing towards their traditional 
bridepri ce or other payment s .  Perhaps thi s is why famil ies  prot e s t  if educated 
Motuans are trans ferred away from Port More sby by their employer ( Bel shaw 1 9 5 7 ) . 
The Chimbu appear to have developed a different system . 
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b )  Present conjugal re l at ionship : Jo int . The hu sband wanted 
very much to have a companionate type of marriage , and was an astute observer of 
expatr iate family l i fe .  He he lped his wife in the home and most leisure- time 
act ivities were carried out as a family . The wi fe was we l l  sat is fied with this 
approach . Both husband and wi fe were extremely ambit ious for their chi ldren . 
However di fferent aspects of tradit ional attitude s and practice s pul led them in 
different direct ions , so mutual tolerance was required in this conjugal relat ion­
ship . 

Length of stay in Husband : 3 year s ;  wi fe : 3 year s . 
Por t Moresby : 

Notes : In spite of his  relat ively high income this husband seemed to be cont inu­
a l ly worried about not having sufficient money e ither now or in the future . Re­
lated to this was h i s  concern that his wi fe did not have enough education to be 
ab le to obtain a good j ob ( she d id not want one at the moment , but the husband 
was looking to the future when the chi ldren were at school ) .  
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Chimbu family relat ion­
ships in Port Moresby , 
by J .  Whiteman 

Modern , urban conditions in Port 
More sby pre sent problems of adaptation 
to Chimbu famil ie s  who ,  from individual 
choice , force of circumstance s ,  or both , 
do not prac t i se tradit ional domestic and 
family organisation in the city . This 
s tudy , based upon one made by Bott  et al 
in London , discusses  tradit ional family 
life in Chimbu and explor e s  and analyses 
the conjugal relationships and social 
networks of twenty Chimbu families  l iv­
ing in Port Moresby . 
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