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Chap ter 1 

Int r oduc t i on 

The prob lem examined 

Thi s is a s t udy of  Me lane s ian1 par t i cipat ion in the 
ca sh e c onomy . The Tadhimboko of the northern p la in of 
Guad a lcanal in t he S o l omon I s land s have been subje cted t o  
many var ied  inf luence s from the externa l world . D i s covery 
and contact were fo llowed by the recr uitment of lab our for 
sugar plantations in Austra lia (particula r ly Queens land )  
and F iji , and b y  trade i n  copra and other prod uc t s . Land 
a l iena t ion began in the la te nine teenth ce ntury , f o l l owed 
by the e s tab l ishme nt of pla ntat ions and permanent trading 
sta tions . Loca l wage employment , ma inly on the planta ­
tions , thus b e came available b e f ore recrui tment cea sed for 
Queensland in 1904 and Fiji in 1912. Coc onut p lant ing by 
the Tadhimboko wa s no t enc ouraged , and p lantat i on work 
c ontinued t o  b e  the ir only significant s ource of ca sh 
unt i l  1942. In  tha t year t he Tadhimboko home land became 
the scene of  one of the harde st�fought bat tle s of the 
Pa c i f ic War . Fr om 1 943 t o  1 9 46 ,  fo l lowing the Japa ne s e  
de fea t ,  i t  wa s a major b a s e  and trans it  camp f or Amer ican 
mi litary per s onne l . Opportunit ie s  f or paid work dur ing 
this  per iod wer e  suddenly un l imited , e specia l ly in c on­
s truc t i on work and on the huge Army vegetab le farm at I lu . 
Except for those  emp l oyed in the B r i t i sh- c ontr o l led Lab our 
Corps , wag e s  far exceeded pre -war leve l s . A fter  the war 
the d iver s i f i ca t i on of commer cia l agr icu l ture became 
g overnment p o l i cy in order t o  r e l i eve the S o l omons o f  com­
p le te dependence on c opra . In  this pr oce s s  - whi ch included 
the e s tab li shment of a new cap it a l  at  Honiara on the 
fr inge o f  Tadhimb oko c ountry - the range of  ca sh-earning 

1 Thi s Bu l le t in f o l l ows the S o l omons ' pract ice of re fer ­
r ing t o  the ind igenous pe op le o f  the Pr ot e c t orate  a s  
Me lane s ians . 
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choice s wa s gre a t ly wid ened. I t  now inc lud e s  wage emp loy­
ment , land rent, copra sa le s , t rade s t ore and t ranspor t 
opera t ions , s a le of  pr od uce in Honiara market , c ocoa pro­
duct ion , and ca tt le grazi�g .  

The a im o f. this B ull e t in i s  t o  exa mine the background 
t o , and the pre se nt pa t t ern of , Tadhimb oko inv olveme nt in 
the ca sh ec onomy , and the cho i c e s  ava i lab le to them . A l ­
though the ext erna l  o r  ' ind u s t r i a l ' s e c tor o f  the S o lomon 
I s land s  ec onomy imp ing e s  heav i ly on Tadhimb oko , it is d i s ­
c u s s ed ma inly a s  an externa l force because  thi s study is 
pr imar i ly concerned w ith the · ' pea s ant ' sect or and chang e s  
within it . Ana lys i s  of Tadhimboko par t ic ipat ion in the 
marke t economy i s  made wi thin the cont ext of the ir t rad i ­
t iona l economy , inc lud ing acc e s s  t o  land a nd other f a c t or s  
o f  prod uct ion . The opportunit i e s  a nd l imita t i ons o f  e a ch 
opening are e luc idated , and the range o f , and area l var i a ­
t ions i n ,  e ffe c t ive e conomi c choice s a r e  c la r i f ied. Ex­
pre s sed  another way ,  is a g iven means of making money 
equa l ly ava i lab le to a l l  Tadhimb oko? Wha t  fact or s  a ffe ct  
Tadhimb oko invo lvement in a ny part i cu lar s e c t or o f  the 
market sys tem? The ba s ic hypothe s i s of the s t udy is t ha t  
freed om o f  ·choice i s  exerci sed  wi thin a f ramework o f  c om­
pet ing pre ference s ,  re s our ce  a l location pri oriti e s , 
va rying re t urns t o  labour, and the producer ' s place in 
the s oc ia l mi lie u . The Tadhimboko not mere ly c ons ider 
the se  variab le s in making the ir dec i s i ons but , wi thin the 
l imi t s  of  the ir under s t and ing , make a wise  s e l e c t i on . 

· 

It  w i l l  be  obv i ous tha t  this mate r ial ha s much re lev� 
ance t o  the evo lv ing the ory o f  dua l ec onomi e s , s umma r i s ed 
in s ome deta i l  b y  .Higgins (1959), b ut re s t i ng pr inc ipa l ly 
on int e rpre t a t i ons o f  the- c our s e  of development in Indo­
ne s ia� There are  a ls o  many point s a t  which  c ompar i s on 
can b e  mad e  with other areas  in the Pa c if ic and e l sewhere , 
inc lud ing my own country (F i j i ) . The se  wider a s pe c t s  are 
not deve l oped here, and are re ferred to only brie f ly in 
the conc lud ing chapter . Ra ther , thi s work a t t empt s to see 
the Tadhimboko people  and c ountry , the S o l omons and the 
wider wor ld , s o  far a s  pos s ib le thr ough Tadhimboko e ye s . 

The area s t ud ied 

The area s t ud ied i s  an e le c t ora l ward or s ub - d i s tr ic t  
of  the Guad a lcana l Loca l Governme nt Counti l a s  c ons t i tuted 
in 19 64 und er the Brit i sh S o l omon I s land s Prote c t orate  
Loca l G ove rnment Ord inance 1 9 63 . Tadhimboko We s t , on the 
Guada lcana l P la ins , i s  r ough ly rectangular  in shape : it  i s  
b ound ed by the Ba le s una River i n  the ea s t , the Kongga roa d  
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in the we st, foothi l l s  in the s o uth , and sea in the north 
( see  Fig . 2.1). A dis tr ict  headman repre sent s the Govern­
ment in th i s  sub - district and a l s o  in Tadhimb oko Ea s t , part 
of  which is within the pla ins . Unles s  otherwi s e  s tated , 
' Tadhimb oko ' refe r s  throughout thi s Bul l e t in t o  both the 
pe ople and t he land compris i ng Tadhimb oko We s t .  

I chose the Tadhimb oko reg i on as  the l oca le  for examin­
ing Me lane s ian invo lvement in the cash e conomy a fter  a 
reconna i s s ance survey of much o f  the S o l omons dur ing Ju ly 
and Augu s t  1965. I t  wa s chosen becaus e in Tadhimboko the 
pre s ent pat tern o f  cash earning by  Me l ane s ians ha s developed 
fr om the unique int eract i on of such inf luences  a s  the 
abundance o f  land r e s ource s , the choice and l ocat i on of 
the cap it a l we s t  of the reg i on , A llied war e ffort s ,  g overn­
men t  act i on ,  and a c ce s s  to  an expand ing urban marke t . 

I t  goe s without saying that th i s  work ha s b e ne fi ted 
great ly fr om the informat ion freely given b y  the Tadhimb oko 
themse lve s . Be cause of the ' int erna l ' per s pe c t ive and the 
na ture of cer t a in a spe ct s of  the work , it  seemed exped ient 
t o  d i sguise  the ident ity  of  most informants a s  much as 
pos s ib le . However , thi s is  not d one w ith the mos t  promi ­
nent pe r sons , inc lud ing Jacob Vouza and Samue l Saki , s ince 
they  are we l l  known to a l l  Tadhimb oko and to othe r s  fami­
l iar with the area e a s t  of  Honiara . For l e s s  imp ortant 
pe r s ons , F i j ian name s are sub s t ituted f or Tadhimb oko 
name s . l The name s of a l l  E ur opeans and A s ians , except 
the mos t  important , are a l s o  a l tered to c oncea l ident i t ie s , 
b ut the name s us ed d o  not nece s sari ly  app ly t o  l iving 
per s ons . 

The fie ldwork 

Intens ive fie ldwork wa s und er taken be tween January 1 9 66 
and Feb ruary 1967. A s oc ia l survey of  t he reg i on wa s c on­
ducted , as wel l  a s  s t ud ie s  of  land - use , pr od uce marke t ing , 
c ommerc ia l  enterpr i s e s , and wage emp loyment - a l l fa ct ors 
re levant t o  the pattern and leve l of  Ta dhimboko ca sh earn­
ing and par t i c ipat i on in the marke t  economy . The s o c ia l  
survey aimed t o  a s certain the populat ion charact e r i s t i c s , 

1 Where Fijian name s appear the s t andard F ijian s pe l l ing 
is used , and the c onvent i on is as fo l l ows : b is pr onounced 
mb ( a s  in t imber ) , c is pr onounced th ( a s  in thy) , d i s 
pr onounced nd ( a s  in band) , g i s  pr onounced ng ( a s  in 
s inger ) , and q is  pr onounced ng ( a s  in f inger ) . 
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s o c ia l  orga nisa t i on , sys tem o f  land r ight s , and land .­
hold ing s of  var i ou s  gr oups . The la ck o f  pre c i s ion in the 
ind ige nous concept o f  t ime wa s a cont inua l pr ob lem , ove r ­
c ome to  s ome ext ent by us ing a tab le of notab le eve nt s in 
the l ifet ime of  mos t  Tadhimboko . l By this  means , ages  o f  
peop le , and the period s  i n  whi ch post -war coconut g r ove s 
we re p lanted , were ca lculated with rea s onab l e  accur acy . 
The s t udy o f  land - u s e  inv o lved not on ly the mapp ing o f  
food gardens and cocoa and c oc onut groves , b ut an inve s ti­
gat i on into the land - use r ight s of  the b lock- user and hi s 
l inks wit hin the s oc ie t y . The manipula t i on o f  v i l lage 
lab our for agricul t ura l work wa s a l s o  examined . Produce 

· market ing ent a i led a s t udy of food crop s a le s  a t  the 
marke t  and other p lace s in Honiara , and copra s a le s  t o  
Chine s e  trad e r s  and the Copra Board i n  Honiara . The few 
s ucce s s ful ind igenou s c ommercia l enterpr i s e s  in the reg ion 
were s tud ied , as we l l  as s ome of the uns ucce s s fu l  one s . 
A l l  wage - earne r s  were int erv iewed about the ir exper ience , 
ski l l s , wage ra t e s , c ond i t i ons o f  work , .and home d i s t r ict s . 

P id g in Eng l i sh ,  whi ch is  spoken by a l l  men and mos t 
women in the reg i on , wa s used thr oughout fie ldwork . I t s  
lack o f  pre ci s i on made cros s - che cking o f  a l l da ta e s sential 
As f ie ldwork progre s s ed , however , I wa s ab le t o  f ol l ow the 
l oca l language (Leng o) t o  s ome extent . Int erv iew , informa l 
d i s cus s i on , and ob serva t ion were the main me thod s o f  data  
c ol le c t i on .  

Throughout thi s  Bul let in  the pres ent tens e re fer s  t o  
the per i od 1 9 6 6- 67 ,  when f ie ldwork wa s carr i ed out . A l ­
though much ha s changed s ince the n , it ha s not been 
p o s s ib le to undertake a sys tema t ic updat ing o f  ma teria l ,  
a nd hence it  wa s thought b e s t  t o  avoid a par t ia l  upd a ting 
wh ich c ou ld on ly c onfuse the pre sent a t i on of  data . Un le s s  
othe rwise  s t a t ed , a l l  data  in table s and f igures  were ob ­
tained during f ie ldwork . Austra l ian currency is used 
throughout this  Bul le t in . 

Acknowledgment s 

The r e s earch invo lved in the pr od uc t i on o f  t hi s  Bul le t in 
wa s under taken wh i l e  I he ld  an Austra lian Na t i ona l Un iv e r ­
s i ty  Re search S cho lar ship from Apr i l  1 9 65 t o  Ju ly 1 9 68 . 
Gra t e fu l  acknowled gment is  made o f  this subs tant i a l  a s s i s t ­
a nce , e s pec ia l ly t o  Pr ofe s s or O.H.K. S pate . The · Bul le t in 

See  Append ix A , p . 2 9 9 . 
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ga ined much fr om the cr i t i c a l  comment s o f  Dr H . C . Br ookfie ld , 
f ormer ly of ANU b ut now of McG i l l  Univer s ity , Montreal� 
and Susan Tarua , manu s cr ·ipt ed i t or of the New Guinea Re ­
s earch Uni t . Mos t  map s  were drawn orig ina l ly b y  the 
Car t ography S e ct ion o f  ANU and s ome were redrawn by Mar l ous 
P l oeg to accord with Bu l le t in sty le . Permi s s i on to use 
phot ographs and map s  ob ta ined from both o ffic ia l and non­
o f f i c ia l  s ourc e s  is acknowledged.· in· the text . 

Whi le on f ie ldwork in the S o lomons I rece ived the a s s i s t ­
ance o f  many pe op le , inc lud ing g overnment of f i c ia l s . I 
a cknowledge s pe c i f ica l l y  the B S I P  Government ' s s ub sidy in 
the pub l ica t ion of this work . This  is s ign ificant because 
in p laces  I may appear undu ly crit ica l of G overnment . In 
Tadhimb oko it se l f  I wa s c ord ially received wherever I went, 
e s pe c ia l ly a fter my motive s were better known . Without 
the c o-operat ion o f  t.he Tadhimboko pe ople , data c ollect i on 
wou ld have been impos s ib l e . Some of t hem may have the 
opp or tuni t y  t o  read th i s  work ; other s wi l l  hear it ta lked 
about . I may appear to have offended s ome while othe r s  
may disagree with my conc l us i ons . To all who have a s sis ted 
me I can only say that I have tr ied ob j ec tive ly to a s s e s s  
and int erpret the data ava i lab le t o  me . 



Chapter  2 

Env ironment of the S o lomon I s land s and 
the Guada l cana l P la ins 

The land and i t s  p e ople  

The Br i t i sh S o l omon Is land s .Prot e c t ora t e , her e a f ter 
re ferred to as the S o lomons , i s  an archipe lago f lanking 
the northea s t  c oa s t  of Aus t ra l ia . It is s cat t e red over  
ne a r ly ha l f - a -mi l l ion square mi le s o f  the  we s t e rn Pa c i f ic 
Ocean , arid forms a d oub le cha in of is land s whi ch are a l ­
mos t  regular ly �ispe r s ed over  a d i s t ance of  at  lea s t  9 00 
mi le s s outhe a s t  from B ouga invi l le , in Papua New Guine a . 
The i s land s are large and c ompa c t  ( s ee  Frontisp ie ce ) , with 
rug ged , broken centra l range s and exposed windward or 
' wea ther ' c oa s t s . l 

The S o lomons i s  g e o l og ica l ly comp lex and c onta ins a 
wide range  o f  rock type s , inc luding Me s oz o ic s chi s t  a nd 
p lut oni c rocks , Tert iary and e s i t ic and b a s a lt ic  lava , and 
Re c.ent unconso l idated sed imentary mat e r ia l  ( Co l eman et a I . 1 9 65 :  
17i) . O n  the ma in i s land s e s pe c ia l l y , there is  intense 
fold ing and ,. fau lt ing . In  ma ny i s land s , P l iocene l ime s t one 
terra c e s  lie.'' be twee n the narrow and often d i s c ont inuous 
c oa st a l  p l a ins and the s t e e p  s lope s of the higher range s , 
t e s t i fy ing t o  pa s t  s ubme rgence and ge o l og ica l ly re cent 
up l ift (Co leman 19 60 :  8) . 

Much of the S o l omons i s  s t i l l  und er a dense t ropica l 
fore s t , the re s u lt large ly o f  high average t empera ture s 
and high annua l r a infa l l . However� extens ive trac t s  of 
ind igenous and int r oduced gra s s e s  cover the northern 

1 The approx ima t e  s i ze ( in squa re mi le s )  of the ma j or 
i s land s  i s  a s  f o l l ows : Guada lcana l , 2 , 1 80 ; Ma laita , 1 , 87 0 ;  
Santa I sabe l ,  1 , 460 ; San Cr i s t oba l ,  1 , 2 70 ;  Cho i s eu l , 1 , 1 7 0 ; 
and New Ge org ia , 820 ( B S I P  Depar tment of La nd s and Mine s , 
Annua l Report for 1 9 63 1 9 64 : 1 ) . 
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p la ins o f  Guada lcana l , where  ra i nfa l l  i s  about 9 0  inche s 
pe r annum . I n  the int er ior , a s  in ot her i s land s  in the 
S o l omons , average annua l ra infa l l rang e s  from 1 00 t o  1 5 0  
inche s . 
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The p opula t i on o f  the So lomons a t  the end o f  1 9 6 6  wa s 
e s t ima ted a t  142 , 740 , 90 per cent o f  whom are Me lane s ians . 1 
Mo st peop le l ive on or near the c oa sts where acce s s  is  
e a s y , a lthough there are  concentrati ons of  populat ion in  
the int er i or s  of  Guada lcana l and Ma la ita . The average 
popula t i on dens ity  is  about 1 2  per s ons pe r square  mi le , 
but there i s  c ons id erab le var iat i on thr oughout the i sland s . 
This  low average populat ion dens i t y  re f le c t s  the smal l  
s ize of S o l omon I s land s  c ommun i t ie s , which normal ly c on­
t a in a few hundred per s ons . The mos t  s ignifi cant fea ture 
of S o lomon I s land s s o c ia l  s tructure and organi sat ion is 
the ir d iver s ity . The patr i l inea l  and ma t rilinea l sys tems 
of de s cent are b oth adhered t o , wh i le links b a s e d  on kin­
sh ip , mar r ia ge , res idence and mutua l obliga t i on everywhere 
play an  infl uent i a l part in the conduct o f  da i ly a f fairs . 
The loca l b ig-man c ommand s a c e ntra l manipulat ing ro le  in 
c oi;nmun ity a ct iv i t ie s . Hi s pos i tion depend s l arge ly on h i s  
abi l ity t o  accumulate  and dis trib ute trad i t i ona l wealt h 
and thereby t o  e s t ab l i sh and s treng t hen s oc ia l links . 

Conta c t  and the declara t i on 
o f  the Prot ect orateZ 

Mend ana ' s v oyage o f  d i s c overy in 1568 brought ab out the 
f ir s t  conta c t  b e tween S o lomon I s la nders  and E ur opeans , but 
for the next 200 years  the S o lomons wa s ig nored ; it s 
very ex i s tence wa s doub ted in cert a in quar t e r s . Car teret , 
Bouga invi l le and Survi l le , a l l  exper ienced mar iner s , 
s ighted is land s in the gr oup between 1 7 67 and 1769 without 
recognis ing them a s  par t s  o f  Mendana ' s I s land s o f  S o lomon . 
I t  wa s not unt{l  1 7 9 1  that the i s l and s were f u l ly exp l ored 
by d ' Entreca steaux dur ing his search for La Per ouse , and 
the name s g iven by the S paniard s rest ored t o  usage . 

Cont a c t  became c l oser  and more frequent dur ing the nine ­
t ee nth centur y .  Wha lers  were f o l l owed b y  trade r s  in 
sanda lwo od , but as  both opera ted from ve s se ls , even t em­
p orary s t at ion s  were not e s t ab l i shed ashore . The f ir s t  
mi s s iona r ie s  arr ived ab out the midd le of  t he nine t eenth 

1 B SIP Annua l Repor t for 196 6  ( 19 6 7:74) . 
2 See Ja ck-Hint on ( 1 9 69 )  f or fur ther d e ta i l s . 
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century . By 1 900 mi s s i on s t a t i ons dotted t he i s land s , a nd 
Me lane s ians were be ing tra ined a s  v i l lage cat e chist s . 

The lab our tra f f ic t o  Q ueens land and F i j i p la nt a t i ons 
s t arted in the New Hebrides  in the 1 840s and s pread to the 
S o lomons in the 1 8 60 s , r eaching it s peak in the 187 0 s . 
Trade g o od s , firearms and l iquor were imported d uring 
the s e  two d e cade s . By the 1 880s ma ny Me lane s ian lab ourers  
had re turned from Queens land , f l ue nt in  P id g in Eng l ish and 
with the ir wor ld v iew widened . 

By 1 9 00 European t raders  were f irmly e s ta b l ished in 
var i ous part s of the S o l omons , p lying it s c oa s t a l  wa t e r s  
i n  the ir inter- i s land schdoner s .  As  ear l y  a s  1 88 6  John 
Ma cd ona ld wa s trad ing in the we s tern S o l omons , Lar s  
Nie lsen  wa s a t  Gavutu , whi le Thoma s Wo odhouse had e s tab­
l i s hed a f irm trad ing - l ink wi th nor thern Guada l cana l 
(Wood f ord 1 89 0 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) . 

The Br i t i s h . p o l icy of min ima l invo lvement dur ing thi s 
pe r iod wa s f or ced t o  change a s  a re s u l t  o f  b oth l oca l and 
interna t i ona l cons iderations . Wid e s pread d e a l ing in arms 
by fore igne r s  in the 1880s made d e s irab le the e s tab li shment 
o f  permanent c iv i l  c ont rol . More over , by 1892 Queens land 
had reopened the fab our tra f fic  and it s e ffe ct ive supe r ­
v i s ion b y  a r e s ident adm.ini s t r.at i on seeme d  imperat ive . 
I nterna t iona l r iva lry in the Pac i f i c  pla ced Brita in in a 
p o s i t ion which made annexa t ion .of the S o lomons unavoid ­
ab le . Annexa t i on by any other power wou ld have ant agonised 
fee ling s  in Aus tra l ia , par t icu la r ly Q ueens land with i t s  
intere s t  i n  ob t a ining labour (Scarr 1 9 68 : 2 5 2 - 4) .  Thus 
Br ita in dec lared a protect orate  over the S o l omons in 1 89 3 , 
with the hope tha t  the lat ter  wou ld become f inanc ia l l y  
s e l f - s uppor t ing (Scarr 1 9 6 8 : 2 5 6) .  Cha r l e s  Wood f or d  wa s 
appointed f ir s t  Re s ident Commis s i oner in 1 89 6 , whi ch he 
rema ined unt i l  h i s  ret irement in 19 1 8 . 1 

Bri t ish c ont r o l  and the 
impact of war 

A lthough the f i r s t  three de cade s o f  B r it i sh c ontr o l  
involved d irect  rule , the meagre known re s ourc e s  o f  the 
i s land s , d i s tance from Lond on , and inadequac ie s in the 
Co lonia l O f f i ce forced the re s ident admini s t rat i on t o  
c onfine i t s  e f f ort s to  the ma int enance of  law and order . 

1 See  pp . 2 8- 9  f or an out l ine o f  the impact  of  c ontact  on 
Guada lea na 1 .  



Commercia l deve l opment wa s in the hand s o f  i t inerant 
Chine se  traders  and European planters , whi le educa t ion 
wa s undertaken by the Chr i s t ian mi s sions . The i s ola t ion 
o f  the S o l omons created a c o l onia l po l i cy cha r a ct e r is ed 
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by  s uch a minimum amount o f  act ion tha t it bordered on 
neg lect.  The arrangement whi ch made the S o lomons part o f  
an unwie ldy po l i t ica l uni t , 1 contro l led very remot e ly from 
Lond on by wa y of Suva unt i l  1 9 5 2  (when headquarters  we re 
trans ferred to Honiara) , mu st  a l s o  part ly exp la in the 
pauc i t y , unt i l  re cent decade s , o f  government programme s 
of  e conomic advancement . 

The Government fir s t  a t t empt ed t o  involve the indigenous 
pe ople and the i r  ins t itut ions in the adminis trat i on of the 
terr i t ory in the 1 92 0 s  (A llan 195 7:47 ) ; later  na t ive 
c ounc i l s  a nd na t ive cour t s  were set  up . However , the ec·o­
nomi c de pre s s ion of the 1930s , e s pe c ia l ly the dra s t ic fa ll  
in the pr ice of  c opra , made the s uc ce s s  o f  the s e  exper i ­
ment s ext reme ly  d i f ficult  t o  a chieve . 

Upon thi s s t agnant e c onomi c and p o l i t ica l s cene came 
Wor ld Wa r I I , Japane se  inva s i on ,  and American  occupa t i on .  
There wa s bew i lderment among the Me lane s ians who s aw f or 
the f ir s t  t ime the a ccumu l a t i on and lav i s h  us e o f  va st 
quant i t i e s  of r e s our ces  and wea l th .  Pr iva te c omme r c ia l 
enterpris e withdrew and g overnment c ommerce ( t he t rade 
s cheme) wa s forced to take it s p la ce . The who le e conomy 
and much o f  the s oc ie ty experienced a rapid re organi s a ­
t ion . 

A fter the war ,  recons truct i on o f  the copra - d ominat ed 
economy became the immedia te t a s k .  However ,  not a l l  the 
p lant a t ions (which pr od uced 80 to 90 per cent o f  the t ota l 
pre -war c opra production o f  over 21 , 000 t ons pe r a nnum) 
were rehab i l ita ted (Eden 1 9 60 : 23) ;  many rema ined choked 
with weed s ,  and catt le were e i ther ki l led or ran w i ld int o 
t he bush . Thi s wa s e specia l ly s o  in the We s t ern D i s t r ic t  
which rece ived t he f ir s t  impac t  of the Japane s e  thrus t. 
Because o f  the one - s ided natur e  of  the e c onomy , and the 

1 The S o l omons i s  part of  the We s tern Pa c i f ic High Commi s ­
s i on (WPHC ) area, t ogether with the New Hebr ides  Condominium, 
the Line I s land s , and � unt i l  1 9 72 , Gilbert and E l l i ce I s ­
land s C o l ony . Unt i l  1952  the Governor o f  F i j i he ld the 
po st  o f  High Commi s s ioner f or the We stern Pa c i f i c , whi le 
Re s ident Commi s s ione r s  were res pons ib le f or on- the - spot 
admin i s t ra t i on . 
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l a c k  o f  re liab le informa t ion ab out re s our ce s , b a s ic d a t a  
needed for e c onomic p lanning had f ir s t  t o  be  co l le cted 
b e f or e  r e c ons truc t i on could beg in . 

Pos t -war a s s e s sment o f  r e s our ce s 

S ince t he e s t ab l i s hment  of  the Ge o l og ica l S urveys De ­
partment in 1 95 0 , much geo l og ica l informa t i on has been 
c o l le cted a nd are a s  of  he avi ly minera l i sed r ocks l ocated 
( e . g . , g o ld , s i lver and copper at  Go ld Ridge , Be t i l onga 
a nd S utakik i  Va l l ey , a nd a sb e s t o s  in the Kumboro area o f  
e a s tern Cho i s eu l ) . Further informat ion ind i cat ing other 
minera l i sed areas  worthy of de t a i led inve s t iga t ion wa s 
ga ined from a n  aero-ge ophys ica l s urvey in 1 9 6 6  (A l l um 
1 9 67) .  

L it t le is  known of  the s o i l s  ove r  much o f  the S o l omons . 
De t a i led s urvey of  s oi l s ha s ,  unt i l  recent ly ,  been c on ­
f ined large ly t o  Guada lcana l a nd Ma l a it a  ( Ba l lantyne 1 9 6 1 ; 
Lea ch 1 9 66) . The s e  were ad hoe s urve ys a nd d id not pro­
vide ba s i c data for na t iona l agr icu l tura l p lanning and 
d eve l opment . 

The fore s t  in t he S o l omons , a s in other pa r t s  o f  Me la ­
ne s ia , ha s a lways pr ovided s he lter and s ub s i s t ence , but 
the va s t  s t and s  of e c onomic t imber trees have on ly been 
exp l oited  on a large s c a le s ince about 195 6 . The De part ­
me nt of Fore s t ry , e s ta b l i shed in 19 5 2 , i s  current ly 
imp lement ing a t err i t ory-wide for e s try po l icy which a ims 
t o  crea te a permanent fore s t  e s t a t e  o f  ab out 5 00 square 
mi l e s  ( B S I P  1 9 68 : 2 3 ) . 1 Tod ay t imber extra c t i on i s  centred 
in  the We s tern D is t r ict . Expansion to other i s land s wi l l  
d e pend o n  the extent of the ir s t and s  o f  commer c i a l timber , 
and encouragement of inve s t ment in t imber mi l l ing , which 
in t urn require s l ong- t erm s ecur ity of t enure . 

A s  in other i s land group s in the Pa c i f ic , the t rad i ­
t i ona l land tenure s ys t em i s  i n  c onf l ict with the mode rn 
e c on omic a s p ir a t i ons  o f  the people . A lthough there have 
been inroad s int o the s ys t em , it s e s s ent ia l ou t l ine per ­
s i s t s . Unt i l  the ear l y  1 9 5 0 s  the Government made li t t l e  
a t t empt to  under s t a nd ind igenous land tenur e  c oncepts ; 
instead , regula t i ons  concentra t ed on t he proced ure s and 
c ond i t ions und er which land c ould be  a l iena t ed (A l lan 
1 957 : 5 5 -60) . There wa s a c lear  lack of  co rr e s p ondence 
b e twe en Me lane s ian and Europea n  c oncept s of intere s t s  in , 
a nd owner sh ip o f , land . 

See  a l s o  B SIP  News Shee t ,  nos 17- 1 8  of  1 9 68 , p . 4 . 
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Me lane s ian intere s t  in land invo lve s numerou s  s e t s  of  
re la t i onships wi t hin and be tween land - owning g r oup s o 
Government ma inta ined that a lthough d e s cent thr ough the 
mat r i l inea l l ine wa s a wid e s pread , the s oc iety  
wa s very a tomi sed and not amenab le to any c lear d iv i s ion 
which might be  us ed as  the bas i s  of  na t ive land tenure. 
This  be l ie f  led to ina c t i on , and no s ys t ema t i c  inv e s t 
t i on int o  trad i t i ona l l and tenure wa s under taken unt i l  
1 9 5 6  (Al lan 1 9 5 7) .  Today Government i s  c ommitted t o  the 
evo l ut i on o f  customary t e nure t owards  the reg i s t r a t i on o f  
ind iv id ua l t it le s  t o  land (Land and Tit le s  Ord inance , B S I P  
1 9 6lb : chapter 5 6) , in the be l i e f  tha t  thi s i s  the b e s t  way 
t o  deve l op Me lane sian s oc ie t y  in the rura l area so Whether 
this  p o l icy and all  its  imp l i cat ions are under s to od and 
s upported b y  Me lane s ians i s  d if f icult  to d e t ermine . 

An und erdeve loped ec onomy 

Today the commer cia l e c onomy of  the S o lomons i s  a one ­
crop e c onomy vu lnerab le to wide f luct ua t i ons in wor ld 
marke t  pr ice s . The copra indus try is the large s t  earner 
of  ove r s e a s  exchange ( see  Tab le 2 . 1 ) , prov ide s employment 
f or ab out one - t hird of the c ountry ' s  1 1 , 000 wage- earne r s , 
and c ontr ibu t e s  in exp or t  duty on copra no le s s  than 25 
per cent of the S o lomons ' ord inary revenue of ab out $2m 
a year (BS I P  1 9 65 : 27 ) . 

The v o lume and va lue of  dome s t ic expor t s  have increased 
marked ly s ince the war , but the va l ue of  imp or t s  ha s in­
crea sed more qui ckly . Between 1 9 5 9  and 1 9 64 the annua l 
per capita va lue o f  d ome s t ic export s  fe l l  from $3 8. 62 t o  
$24 . 83 , whi le the annua l per ��pita  va lue o f  imp or t s  r ose 
from $25 . 9 1 to $39 . 9 8 .  When one c ompare s the d i f ferent ia l 
growth rates  in trade with a rate of popu la t i on growth o f  
a ppr ox ima t e ly 1 . 5 per ce nt pe r annum ( McArthur 1 9 6 lc�4 9 ) , 
the S o l omons ' e conomic p l ight b e come s  c lear o However, the 
inhab itant s , e s pe c ia l ly those dependent on a cash  inc ome, 
were s pared a rapid dete r i orati on in l iving c ond i t i ons and 
serv i c e s  by  the pos t -war c opra pr ice and United Kingd om 
sub s id ie s , grant s and Commonwea lth Deve lopment and We l fare 
fund s which ma s ked a who l ly unsat i s fa c t ory  s ta t e  of eco­
nomic a f fa i r s . Overseas  financ ia l a s s i s tance mus t  increase  
in fut ure year s , e spe c ia liy if  the count ry i s  to  pr ov ide 
the s t andard o f  s oc ia l and e conomic serv ices  whi ch the 
pe o p le increas ing ly demand . 

S ince the end o f  the war the Government ha s embarked 
on four deve lopment p lans . Ear ly deve l opment p lans 
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Table 2 . 1 

Percentage value of S olomons' exports, 1937 and 1949- 66 

Green snail Crocodile Non-ferrous Ferrous Other Total Total value 
Year Copra Trocus shell T imber she l l  skin Ivory nuts scrap metal scrap metal Gold Cocoa items % of exports 

($) 

1937 89.34 6 . 85 1 . 86 0,6 6  0 1 . 29 0 0 0 0 0 100.00 655,990 
1949 7 1 . 34 1 . 86 2 . 33 0 0 0 4 . 46 6 .  7 2  0 0 13 . 29 100.00 1,411,192 
1950 71 . 17 1 . 19 n.a . *  0 0 0,02 22 . 34 2 . 5 6  0 0 2.72 100 . 00 1,715,960 
1951 86. 99 5 . 31 3 .  7 5  0 0 0,008 3 . 17 0 . 77 0 0 0 100.00 2,152,012 
1952 64 . 5 8  1 . 80** 4 . 82 0 0 0 . 01 2 . 3 2  2 6 . 47 0 0 0 100.00 3,012,686 
1953 82 . 17 5 .  7 9  2 . 5 3  o .  7 6  0 0 . 00 6  3 . 99 2 .97 0 0 1 . 78 100.00 3,243,522 
1954 85 . 25 9 . 90 3 . 70 o. 75 0 . 24 0.020 0 . 10 0 . 04 0 0 0 100.00 3,746,350 
1955 84 . 31 9 . 24 5 . 03 1.15 0 . 2 2  0.002 0 0 0 0 0.05 100.00 3,998,970 
195 6 84 . 61 7 . 5 9  4 . 42 2 . 5 2  0.47 0 0 0 0 0 0.39 100.00 3,951,162 
1957 7 8 . 40 9 . 04 4 . 41 1 . 2 6  0 . 35 0 5.91 0 . 5 6  0 0 0.07 100 . 00 3,094,442 
1958 81 . 13 5 . 09 4 . 91 0 . 30 o. 61 0 4 . 77 3 .19 0 0 0 100.00 3,651,636 
1959 92 . 73 1 . 47 2 . 97 0,27 0 . 48 0 2 . 00 0,08 0 0 0 100.00 4,635,590 
1960 89 . 1 6  0 . 90 3 . 37 0.35 1.63 0 1 . 00 3 . 5 9  0 0 0 100.00 3 ,585 ,990 
1961 90 . 20 2 . 21 2,84 0.66 2 . 20 0 1 . 03 0.72 0 . 03 0.11 0 100.00 3,479,3 68 
1962 88 . 80 1 . 90 5.30 0 . 29 0 . 98 0 1 . 95 0 . 04 0.39 0.35 0 100.00 3,178,368 
1963 91 . 40 1 . 0 7  3 . 80 0 1 . 42 0 1 . 60 0.28 0.36 0.07 100.00 3,648, 702 
1964 88.25 1 . 22 7 .52 0 1 . 34 0 0 . 99 0.07 0.47 0,14 100.00 3,995,578 
1965 9 3 . 34 0 . 5 7  4 . 12 0 0.41 0 0.67 0 . 17 0.40 0.32 100.00 4,758,134 
1966 84 . 77 o. 7 3  11.24 0 0 . 28 0 1 . 17 0 . 24 0.62 0,95 100.00 3,570,510 

*Figure not ava i lable. ** Includes green s nail she l l. 

Source : BSIP Annual Reports for 1937 and 1949- 6 6  (1938 and 1950-67) .  
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empha s ised  c ommunications , but in the 19 63-66  p lan 85 per 
cent of  deve l opment expenditur e  wa s a l l o ca t ed a lmos t  
equa l l y  t o  natur a l  res ource s  and s ocia l serv i c e s o How­
ever , the sma l l  amount of f inance ava i lab le l oca l l y  and 
from ove r s e a s , and the fa ct  that there were few found a ­
tions upon which the p lans cou ld bui ld , have  c ontr ibuted 
to the re lat ive  e c onomic b a ckwardne s s  of the S o l omons 
today o 

To the economy , and to give 
the non-copra a permanent cash cr op c oc oa wa s 
introduced in the mid - 1 950s , e s pe c i a l ly on Ma la i tao On 
the who le the fut ure for c oc oa seems uncertain � more s o  
now than when i t  wa s introducedo Alth ough c ocoa expor t s  
have b een increas ing s ince 1 9 5 9 , cocoa ha s not s ignif ic­
ant d iver s ified the export e c onomy . The reas ons f or 
thi s are many and c omp lex . S o i l  de  , a very humid 
c l ima te c onduc ive  to the spread of pe s t s  and dis e a s e , the 

of  the crop and it s new demand s on the people , 
d i f f i cu l t ie s , and severe pr ice  f luc tua t i ons 

today than 

the pre s ent apathy among c oc oa farme r s  and 
b e tween actua l  pr oduct ion and government 

is le s s  enthus ia s t ic about c ocoa 

Rice has rece ived much government att ention . Inve s t i­
gat i on int o the b e s t  padi s tra ins f or Guada l canal P la ins 
c ond i tions under a jo int s cheme by Governmen t and the 
Commonwea lth Development Corp orat i on2 (BSIP 1 9 62a�6) , 
sugge s ted tha t we t rice pr oduction wa s une conomic a lthough 
s o i l  c ond i t i ons and wa ter supp ly on the we s tern ha l f  o f  
the Guada lcana l P la ins have b e e n  shown t o  s u i t  we t r ice  
(Ba l l antyne 19 6 1�13 ) . A new company , Guada lcana l Pla ins 
Ltd , is produ c ing ab out 800 t on s  of dry land r ice per 
annum under me chanised c ond i t i ons and is a l s o  pra ct i s ing 

Fur ther  expans i on is envi s aged and prospe ct s 
Guada lcana l r i ce appear br ight 

It wa s e s t ima t e d  tha t  the S o l omons would pr oduce 3 60 
t ons o f  coc oa in 1 9 6 6  but actua l  pr oduct i on wa s 9.5 . 5  t ons 
(B S I P  1 9 64 � 20 ; BSIP Department of 

1967�4). 
Commonwea lth Deve l opment Corporat i on (CDC) i s  a 

qua s i<=of f i c i a l  organisat i on support ed by the UK Gov ern­
ment and is  inv o lved in deve lopment pr oje c t s  in var i ou s  

s of  the wor ldo 
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S oya beans and oi l pa lms are grown exper ime nta l ly on 
the Guada lcana l P la ins by the Commonwea lth Deve l opme nt 
Corporat i on in an endeav our to a s ce r tain the e c onomi c s  o f  
c ommerc ial  cropp ing . Apart from the s e , few cr ops o f  any 
pr omi se  are be ing int r oduced and c opra wi l l  cont inue t o  
d ominate  the economy f or s ome t ime to  come . 

In  view of thi s , it  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  understand why the 
Government has not made extens ive pr ov i s i on t o  raise  
rapid ly b oth the t ota l product ion and qua lity  of  copra , 
in par t icu lar Me lane s ian- pr oduced c opra which c ontr ibut ed 
52 per cent of  tot a l  pr od uc t i on in 1 9 64 . The Copra B oard 
s e e s  i t s  ma in j ob a s  s tabi l is a t i on o f  the pr i ce of c opra , 
and ha s ac cumula ted appr oximate ly $ lm for this purpose  
s inc e about  1 9 5 6 . However , the pr opor t i on of  third - grade 
c opra , near ly a l l  Me lane s ia n- prod uced , ha s incr e a s ed in 
recent ye ars . To the Me lane s ian ,  who does  not pr od uce 
c opra by the t on , a pr i ce d i f ference of $ 14 b e tween f i r s t ­
and third - grade c opra ( $ 140 and $ 126  per t on r e s pe c t ive ly) 
i s  ins igni f icant , and the d i f ferent ia l does  no t appear t o  
b e  pr od uc ing the intended result . De spite  a s t ab le c opra 
pr ice of over $ 100 per ton for s ome years , t ot a l copra 
p r oduc t i on ha s not increased marked ly . In fact , the pre ­
war peak (25 , 073 t ons in 1 9 3 7 )  wa s not exceeded unt i l  
1 9 63 when produc t i on reached 25 , 199 t ons . However , 
Government , in c onjunct i on with Levers  Pa c i f i c  P lantat i ons 
Ltd , is making g ood pr ogr e s s  in c oc onut r e s earch a t  the 
latter ' s p lantat i ons in the Rus s e l l  I s land s , a lthough 
the re is s t i l l  a great shortage of g ood seed nut s . 

The s e , then , are s ome of the broad feature s o f  the 
S o lomons ' env ir onment and ec onomy . The env ironment i s  
d iverse  and o f fers  varied deve l opme nt pr ob lems and p os s i ­
b i l it ie s . S ome re s our ces are be ing a c t ive ly exp loited 
whi le others  rema in ob s cur e , inacce s s ib le and unt ouched . 
The s o i l  r e s our ce s , excep t on the Guada lcana l P la ins and 
othe r sma l ler area s , are unknown and the ir p otent ia l for 
agr iculture unta pped . A number o f  crops appear t o  ho ld  
br ight pr o s pe c t s  but  the shor tage of  fund s prevent s in­
v e s t igat ion int o the i r  e c on omic and agronomi c pos s ib i l it i e s . 
This  £inanc ia l drawback ha s been a great d is adva ntage in 
nat i ona l deve l opment p lanning in the p o s t -war years . Thus 
there i s  a cont inuing lag in the p rov i s i on o f  e s s entia l 
e c onomi c ove rhead s , such as  r oads  and a shipping se rv ice . 
De s p i t e  advance s in inte rna l a ir transpor t , an adequate  
shipp ing serv ice rema ins e s sentia l not  on ly f or the move ­
ment o f  pe op le and g ood s , and the redu c t i on o f  par ochia l ism , 
but a l s o  for on- the - s p ot p lanning and execut i on o f  deve l op­
me nt proj e c t s  in areas  d is t ant f r om Honiara . The 
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Government ' s f l eet  of ve s s e l s  is used ma inly f or adminis ­
t rat ive tour s , and inter - i s land c ommercia l t ranspor t i s  
large ly und er t aken b y  Ch ine s e and l oca l trader s . 

Guada l cana l P la ins envir onment 

Guada lcana l i s  the large s t  i s land in the S o l omons and 
c ommand s a c e nt r a l po s i t ion in t he a r chipe lag o o I t  i s  95  
mi le s l ong and 3 2  m i l e s  wide , w i t h  it s l onger axi s  trend ­
ing ea s t -we s t . The centra l c ore o f  the is land - the Kavo 
Range s - i s  a mounta in sys t em in which numer ou s  range s 
exc eed 6 , 000 feet above sea leve l ( s ee F i g . 2 . 1) ;  the 
highe s t  peak , Mt Popoma na s iu , . i s 8 , 005 f e e t  high . Th i s  
centra l s pine i s  large ly b l ock- f a u l t e d  ( Co leman 1 9 65 : 1 8) .  
Very s teep s lope s ,  wi th d e e p ly d i s s e c t e d  terra in and 
i s o l at ed va l leys , are common ye t s t r i k ing land f orm 
feature s .  The a re a  is  rain - drenched , c l oudy and j ung le ­
c lad . I t  is  a d i f f i c ul t �  inhospitab le and there fore 
economica l ly una ttra ct ive env ir onment , ye t it  ha s a popu­
lation of ab out 3 , 0 00 . 

The Kavo Ra nge s fa l l  s t e e p l y t o  the south . Thus the 
s ou t h  coa s t  is  very muc h a part of the centra l range s in 
phy s i ca l  cha racter . I t  is expos ed , we t ,  f or the mos t  part 
d ens e ly fore s ted and � t e e p ly s l oping , with very few c oa s t a l  
p l a ins and r iver va l i eys of any s i ze . De s p i t e  the s e  phy s i ­
c a l ha nd i ca p s , the popu lat ion is s ub s tant i a l . l  

North. o f  the Kave Ra ng e s  t he l a nd fa ll s ·gradually thr ough 
bas ins , foot hi ll s , and li me s t one t e rra c e s  t o  the Guada l ­
cana l P l a i n s . This area i s  the on ly. sub s tant ia l low land 
in the S o l omons . Unt il recent ly , l it t le wa s known o f  the 
pre c i s e  capab i l i t ie s  of  much o f  the p la i n s , par t ic u lar ly 
in t e rms of commercia l cropping o t he r  than copra pr od uc ­
t i on .  Copra pr odu c t i on ,  whe ther on E ur ope an-managed 
e s ta t e s  or in ind igenous gr ove s ,  ha s been conf ined to the 
l i t t ora l , and unt i l  recent ly the int e r i or rema ined vir tu­
a l l y  unexp l o i ted . 

Locat i on ,  ge o logy and land forms 
of the Guada lcana l P la ins 

No a t t empt is made her e  to g ive a d e t a i led account of 
the phys ica l  ge ography of th i s  part of Guada lcana l o  Ra ther 

The 1 9 5 9  samp le popu la t i on cens us ind icated tha t  a t  
lea s t  2 , 5 00 peop le , o r  1 7 . 8  per cent o f  the e s t ima t ed 
p opulat i on of  Guada lcana l ,  re s ided in the ' weather c oa s t ' 
(McArthur 19 6 lc : 5 0 ) . 
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the a im i s  t o  examine and empha s i se s ome o f  the ba s ic 
e lements  in i t s  phys ica l ge ography , e s pe c ia l ly e lement s 
import ant t o  the ut i l isat i on o f  it s land re s our c e s . 

The Guada l ca na l  P la ins appr ox ima t e  the sha pe o f  a 
c onvex lens with the l onger axi s  running eas t -we s t  and 
pa ra l l e l t o  the s ou thern range s .  They are ab out 35  mi le s 
l ong and 5 mi le s wide , with a tota l area o f  ab out 7 5 , 000 
acre s . The area i s  dra ined by e ight ma in r ive r s , s ome o f  
wh ich pose  ob s t a c l e s  t o  the movement o f  pe op le and produce 
( see  P la t e  2 . 1 ) . 

Pho t o :  Ted Ma r r i o t t ,  B S I P  Government Photographer 

P l a t e  2 . 1 .  Me tepono River  and Ko l i  a ir f ie ld a f ter Nov . 
1 9 6 6  f l ood s 

The p la ins  are the pr od uct o f  a l ong per i od o f  depo s i ­
t i on o f  we athered d eb r i s  d e r ived  from the mountain axi s  t o  
the s outh . G e o logica l s t udy s hows tha t the y  c ons i s t  o f  a 
thick ma s s  o f  poor t o  unc ons o l idated P le i s t ocene t o  Re cent 
sed iment s ,  of wh ich sand s t one and gr it s of vo lcanic or ig in , 
c ong l omera t e s , grave ls , sand s  and mud s t one s are the mos t 
c ommon c omponents  ( C o leman 1 9 60 : 8 ,  see  a l s o  F ig . 2 . 2 ) . In 
ma ny p la c e s  s ort ing is  poor a s  a re sult  of  the ra p id trans ­
porta t i on and d epos it i on o f  sed iment s - o f  d i f fe re nt s i ze s -
over short d i s tanc e s  f r om a rugged s out hern s ource area . 
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Re l i e f  map o f  Guada lcana l and ad j acent i s land s  
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The grea t er pa rt o f  the Guada lcana l  P la ins i s  le s s  tha n 
100 feet  ab ove sea leve l .  On ly a narr ow b e l t  t o  the s outh 
r i s e s  impercept ib ly above thi s he ight to merge with the 
foothi l l s of the Kavo Range s . Thi s  l ow e leva t i on and the 
extens ive gra s s  cove r , b r oke n only by  f inger - l ike proj e c ­
t i ons o f  fore s t , give a remarkab ly s mooth s ur face app earanc e 
t o  the ent ire area on a s ynopt ic  v iew ( see  F ig . 2 . 3 ) . Dense 
tree growth and the regular he i ght o f  the t a l l  gra s s  c over 
make it d i f f i cu lt to d i s cern , on the gr ound , any t opo ­
graphic va r iat ion in the s ur face . The average grad ient 
over much of the p la i ns is  ab out 1 : 500 . 

Very l ow degree s o f  s l ope he lp t o  make the area re l a ­
t ive ly eros ion- free . However , the genera l l y  loose  and 
unc ons o l idated na ture o f  the a l luvia l outwa sh , part icu­
l ar l y  a l ong the ma in r iver banks which frequent ly are 
deep ly inc i sed , t ogether  wi th  t he threa t o f  f la s h  f l ood s 
a t  any t ime , make bank eros i on a ser ious ha zard . _  Pa s t  
f l ood s have caused r iver s  l i ke t he Ba le.s un? and Na l imb iu 
to cha nge the ir .c our s e s : the former emp t ied int o  the sea 
s ome d i s t a nce ea s t  of i t s  pre sent mouth- .b e f ore the war , 
whi le the la t ter  e s tab l i shed i t s  mout h ea s t  o f  i t s  o ld 
out le t dur ing f l ood s in 1 948 . 

C l ima te and wea ther 

The c l ima t ic chara c t er i s t ic s  of the Guada l cana l P la ins 
are large ly the r e s u l t  of the interact ion o f  the t opo­
graphy and a l ignment of  the i s land w ith the genera l 
atmos phe r ic c ircula t ion over the we s tern Pa c if ic . The 
we s t - mov ing perturba t i on system and the var iab le s outh­
e a s t er lie s are the ba s i c e leme nt s in the cl ima t e  and 
wea ther o f  the S o l omons . They vary in s t rength with the 
cha ng ing seas ons . From May t o  September s outhe a s t e r l i e s  
d ominate  the S o l omons . The p os i t i on o f  Guada lcana l and 
i t s  t op ographic a l ignment in re la t ion t o  the l ine o f  f l ow 
o f  the s outhea s t er l ie s  g ive the northern pla ins a marked ly 
dry per iod from May to Se ptembe r .  In  c ontra s t , the s outh 
c oas t ,  exposed to the s outhea s t e r l ie s , is ext reme ly we t 
dur ing this  pe r i od . Honiara , Kukura , Lunga and Tenaru ( le e ­
ward s t at i ons o n  Guad a lcana l )  receive , o n  an average , le s s  
than one - quarter  o f  the ir mean annua l ra infa l l  dur ing the s e  
f ive month s ( Br o ok f ie ld and Hart 19 6 6 ; see  a l s o  F ig . 2 . 4) .  
Loca t ions on the Guada lcana l  P la i ns have mean annua l tota l s  
b e l ow 1 0 0  inche s . This  i s  i n  m�rked c ont ras t t o  the s outh 
c oas t , whe re mean annua l rainfa l l  is ab ove 1 40 inche s , 
whi le more than 200 inche s are rece ived on the s outhea s t  
c oa s t  of  the i s land . 
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F ig . 2 .4 .  Mean monthly ra infa l l  a t  s e l e c t e d  loc a t i on s  on Guadalcana l P la ins 
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Dur ing each month , inc l ud ing the dry mid - year months , 
there i s  l ike ly  t o  b e c ons iderab le variat ion in ra infa l l  
throughout the p la ins . For examp le , i n  1 9 65 , whi ch wa s a 
g e nera l ly we t year throughout the S o lomons , rainfa l l  at 
three  s t a t i on s  b e tween Honiara and the Ba l e s una River 
var ied in frequency o f  occ urrence , a l though the annua l 
t ot a l s  d id not d if fer marked ly .  Honiara , with an annua l 
t ota l ( 95 . 8'6 inche s )  14 per cent above i t s  annua l mea n ,  
had i t s  ra infa l l  spr ead ove r  a greater  numb e r  o f  days 
( 2 15 )  t han the other two stat ions - I lu Rice Exper iment s 
and Te tere  Le pr osar ium ( 1 7 9  and 154 ra in- days and t ota l s  
o f  86 . 3 8 inche s and 87 . 52 inche s r e s pe c t iv e ly) . Spe l l s  o f  
we t wea the r dur ing 19 65 were c omparab le for the three  
s t at ions . However , for rea s ons unknown , s pe l l s  o f  dry 
weather ( 14 days  at  Honiara , 20 at I lu ,  and 11  a t  Tetere )  
var ied c ons iderab ly . But i n  s tr ict  s t at is t i ca l  terms t he 
p la ins d o  not frequent ly exper ience s pe l l s o f  more than 
thr e e  months of  dry weather  in whi ch month ly ra infa l l  i s  
l e s s  than 2 . 3 6  inche s . This  is regarded crude ly a s  the 
c r i t ica l minimum figure be l ow which p lant s cea s e  t o  gr ow . 

Dur ing the per i od November to Mar ch tropica l cyc lone s 
are like ly t o  a ffect  the Solomons a s  thi s is  the hurr i cane 
s ea s on in the tropica l s outhwe s t  Pa c i fic . Norma lly the s e 
cyc l one s begin within a z one b ounded by  F ij i ,  G i lbert and 
E l lice  I s land s , and the New Heb r id e s  (Hut ch ing 1953 ) � 
Le s s  c ommon ly t he y  begin north o f  Santa Cr uz in the e a s t ­
e r n  S o lomons , and s t i l l  mor e rare ly fur ther  we s t  in t he 
S o lomons ' r e g i on . High ve l oc ity wind s o f  e ighty mi les  
per hour or  mor e , heavy ra i ns and high seas  are  featur e s  
o f  such cyc l one s . A l though cyc l one s a r e  ' young ' and sma l l  
i n  thi s region , they are o ften intense and cause much 
damage t o  b ui ld ing s  and gardens . 

There i s  an int ima t e  re lat i onship b e tween the c l ima te 
o f  the Guada l cana l P la ins , indeed of the S o lomons a s  a 
who l e , and Me lane s ian e c onomic a ct iv i ty . The pe op le re ­
c ogni se , and p lan the ir agr i cultura l work in a ccordance 
with , the change s in the s e a s ons . Yam gard e ns are com­
monly prepared and ready for p lant ing b e f or e  the perturb a ­
t i on s ea s on ra ins b e g i n  ab out October . To  the c opra 
p roduce r s  of t he c oa s ta l  v i l lage s , and part icu lar ly t o  
the ma j or ity who d e pend o n  the sun for drying copra , 
s pe l l s of dry and s unny weather are v ita l . At the same 
t ime , pr o l onged spe l l s  o f  b oth dry and we t weathe r  can 
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ser ious ly a f fe c t  the ir ove ra ll  pr oduct i on . The swe e t  
pot a t o  i s  an intr oduced c r op whi ch ha s few s pe c i fi c  re ­
quirement s regard ing t ime of p lant ing or c l ima t i c  conditions , 
a l though pro longed s pe l l s  o f  dry wea ther can be c r it ica l 
t o  i t s  g r owth . A l l gardening pha s e s  are a f fe c ted b y  
c l ima t e . Weed growt h ,  for examp le , i s  great e s t  in the 
ear ly s tage s of garden operat i ons be fore the fo od crops  
f orm a c omp lete  cover . The regenerat i on of aband oned 
gard en s  to s e c ondary growth , and weed growth g e nera lly , 
bene f i t  from the more humid c ond it i ons at  the beg inning 
and end o f  the ye�r . Thi s  i s  an import ant fa ct or in the 
length o f  th·e fa l low per i od wh ich i s  determined emp ir ic ­
a l ly and i n  t e rms o f  the densene s s  and s i ze o f  tree g r owth . 

Vege t a t i on 

Fqre s t  and gra s s  are the ma j or p lant communit ie s  found 
on the Guada lcana l Pla ins . Ea s t  o f  an area between the 
Ba le s una and B okokimb o  r ivers  the f ore s t  i s  c ompac t  and 
f orms an a lmos t  c ont inuous c over , b r oken at on ly a f ew 
p la c e s  by  sma l l  pa t che s o f  gra s s  and food gardens . On the 
we s t ern ha l f  o f  the p la ins , by  contra s t ,  gra s s land is  
d ominant ( see  F ig . 2 . 5 ) . Themeda - d ominated gra s s land 
occup ie s mos t  of the near - leve l  int e r f luve s , whi le bush 
d omina t e s  on ly the banks o f  the ma in r ive r s  and the ir 
t r ibutar ie s . In  s ome p la c e s  sma l l pa tche s of b ush are 
c omp le t e ly enc l o s ed in a sea o f  gra s s  . .  The b oundary b e ­
twe en bu sh and gra s s  i s  usua l ly v e r y  shar p . 

T oday gra s s  c overs  more than 60 per cent o f  the s ur fa ce 
o f  the Guada lcana l Plains . The reas ons for this  are not 
c le ar . If gra s s  is a fire - induced c l imax veget a t ion , then 
it s t ota l area should be  much grea ter than a t  pre s ent . 
The gardening work o f  the Me lane s ians s hould add we ight 
t o  thi s s ugge s t i on .  Howeve r , the b oundar ie s of  the g ra s s ­
land have been v ir tua l ly uncha nged s ince abo ut 1 942 ( s e e  
F i g . 2 . 6) ,  and there i s  no encroachment o f  f ore s t  b y  gra s s  
o r  v i ce versa . The fa c to r s  c ontro l l ing the d i s t r ibut i on 
o f  g ra s s  and fore s t  over  the p la ins are rea s onab l y  c on­
s t ant . One point is  certain : the f ore s t  is ma in ly 
s e c ondary . But why e ither t he f ore s t  or the gra s s land 
ha s rema ine d pra c t ica l ly unchanged in ext e nt is  not known . 
Ba l lantyne ( 1 9 6 1 )  s howed tha t  s u f f i c ient moi s t ure ex i s t s  
be l ow three fee t o n  the gra s s  p la ins t o  ma int a i n  t ree 
growth , eve n  a ft er long , dry per iods . He s ugge s t ed tha t  
the l imit ing fa c t or i s  exce s s  wa ter  dur ing the we t sea s on 
when temporary wa ter - l ogg ing oc cur s , and tha t  gra s s  b ut 
not fore s t  co uld t o lerate thi s cond it i on . However , the 
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recent s oi l  survey ea s t  of the B a l e s una River ( Leach 1 9 6 6) 
ha s ca s t  doub t  on thi s  hypothe s i s , wh ich a l s o  fa i l s  t o  
t ake account o f  fore s t  out l ie r s  i n  var i ous  par ts  o f  the 
p la ins . More inve s t iga t i on is  needed be for e the d i s t r ibu­
t ion of fore s t  and gra s s  in northern Guada lcana l i s  
adequat e ly exp la ined . 

S o i l s  

The s o i l  i s  the ma j or na tura l re s our ce o f  the Guada l ­
cana l P lains . The ma in s oi l  type s found o n  the p l a ins are 
re cent and o lder a l luvium . The recent a l luv ium cons i s t s  
o f  ye l lowi sh , s t ructure le s s , fine - textured s i lt and s i lt 
l oam of  the r iver cour s e s , and c oar s e - t extured sand t o  
sandy l oam o f  the c oa s ta l s trand . Recent a l luv i um ha s a 
l ow organic mat t er content , i s  extreme ly permeab le and 
d r i e s  rap id ly . 

The o lder a l l uvium may b e  d iv id ed arb i trar i ly int o  two 
sub - groups b a s ed on pe rmeab i l ity , which is determined by  
the thickne s s  o f  the t op c lay layer . l Much o f  the o lder 
a l luvium is exce llent f or irrigated  r ice pr oduc ti on ,  which 
requires  the impound ing of wa ter . A l s o ,  oi l pa lm shows 
p r omis e  on o lder a ll uv ium in t he I lu area . 

In  p lace s l ike the Berand e - Ba le s una area , the imperme ­
ab i l i ty o f  the c lay layer i s  a d e f inite drawback a s  
deve lopme nt there , and perhaps  east  of i t  too , need s 
dra inage and f l ood c ontr o l . Thi s prob lem is not enc ount ­
ered we s t  o f  the Ba le s una . Chemi ca l ana lys i s  ha s shown 
tha t  the s o i l s  we s t  of the Ba l e s una are we l l  suited to a 
wide ra nge of  p lant growth ( Hut t on 1962 : 1 ) .  Frequent 
f ir e s  and c onsequent pota sh accumu lat ion on the gra s s land 
inf luence the l ow a c id ity of the s e  s oi ls . Ea s t  of the 
Ba le suna River  the s o i l s  are le s s  fer t i le than t hose  t o  
the we s t , due large ly t o  the high wa ter tab le and he avy 
leaching . The var iab le pota s s ium cont ent o f  much o f  the 
s o i l  is  l ike ly t o  be  deple ted with c ont inuous cultiva t i on .  

The d is t r ibut ion o f  the s o i l s  r e cogn i s ed here i s  the 
r e s u l t  o f  many fa c t or s , inc lud ing the na tur e  o f  the mat e r ­
ia l compr is ing the s o i l s , the l oca t ion of  the ir s ource 
area s , the weather ing agent s act ing on the s o i l parent 
ma teria l ,  and the trans p or t ing and depos i t i ona l agency 
( see F ig . 2 . 7 ) .  

Heavy- t extured o ld e r  a l luv ium ha s at  l ea s t  24 inche s of  
c lay layer at  the t op whi le l ight - textured o lder a l luvium 
ha s a t op c lay layer l e s s  tha n  24 inche s in depth . 
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S oi ls and crops 

The Me lane s ians of the p la ins have ev o lved , thr ough 
tr ia l and error , an agr icu l t ura l system in which certain 
c r ops  are a s s ociated wi th s pe c if ic s oi l s . A l ong t he 
Na l imb iu R iver near ly a l l  gardens ut i l ise  f ore s ted , recent 
and light - t extured o lder a l luv ium . At Kol i  Po int a l l the 
gardens use f ores ted sandy a l luv ium , whi le at  Ror oni the 
pract i ce a l ong the Na l imb iu i s  repeated . I t  d oe s  not 
ne c e s s ar i ly f o l l ow tha t  the Me lane s ians of the p la ins have 
no trad it ion of gardening on the gra s s  area s of o lder a l ­
luvium .  There are a few panna (Dio s c orea e s cule nta ) 
gardens on the gra s s land , b ut the s e  d o  no t make for a long 
or wide spread t rad it ion .  The Tadhimb oko ins i s t  tha t certain 
gra s s ed areas gave he avy c r op s  o f  panna be fore the war , 
but t he extens ive interference and deb r i s  of  bat t le have 
left  much of the land agr icu l t ura l l y  use le s s  in the l ight 
of the s imp le v i l lage te chno logy . The quick-ma tur ing 
nat ure of the recent ly introduced sweet pota t o  ha s a l s o  
led t o  the dec l ine o f  pa nna and uv i, (� a lata)  as ma j or 
i t ems of  c ons umpt i on , and hence o f  the cult ivat i on o f  
panna on gra s s land s o i l s . 

Long - es tab l ished Eur opean conune r c i a l  agr icu lture on the 
p la ins ha s c oncent r a ted a lmo s t  exc lusive ly on copra pr o­
duc t ion :ba s ed on  the sand or sandy a l luvium o f  the  c oa s t a l  
s trand . Va s t  expans e s  o f  gra s s ed older a l luv ium c a n  be  
used  for  c onuner cia l we t r ice pr oduct ion , prov ided prob lems 
o f  r ice var ie t ie s , wee d s  and pe s t  c ont r o l  are s o lved . How­
ever , Guada lcana l P la ins Lt d ha s demons trated tha t  dry 
land r ice and s oya beans can be suc ce s s ful ly gr own in rota­
t i on on  the o lder a l luf ium o f  the gra s s  p la ins . 



Chapter 3 

Deve lopment of the Guada lcana l P la i ns 

Contact hi s t ory 

On 12 May 15 6 8  Me ndana ' s two ship s anchored at Point 
Cruz , where a c r o s s  wa s erected and Guada l cana l  take n  in 
the name of S pa in . There the S paniard s had the ir f i r s t  
contact with the inhab itant s of Guad a l cana l ,  two o f  whom 
were ki l led in an e nsu ing c l a s h . A number  of exped it i ons 
we re s e nt inland . Mend ana re por ted tha t  from the summit 
of  a hi l l  they c ou ld see  dens e ly popu lated p la ins to the 
W e s t  (Amhe r s t  and Thomps on 190 l : xxxv ) . Mendana s e ems 
t o  have exaggerated the re s ourc e s  o f  Guada lcana l and i t s  
s ui tab i l it y  f o r  S pani sh . co loni s a t i on ,  and hence one can 
d oub t h i s  s t a t ement regard ing the dense p opulat i on o f  the 
p l a ins . A b r igant ine c ons t ruct ed a t  Santa I sabe l wa s used 
to exp l ore the c oa s t  ea s t  from Point Cruz . Members  of the 
brigant ine ' s crew tried t o  ob t a i n  food f r om the Tadhimb oko , 
a nd burned d own hous e s  when v i l lage rs  re fus ed t o  co- opera t e . 
Near the mouth o f  the B okokimb o River the Tadhimb oko t r ied 
without s ucce s s  to  pul l the b r igant ine a s hore amid great 
exc i t ement , shout ing ' ma t e ! � ! ' (Beag leho le  1 9 6 6 : 48) . 1 

Therea f ter t here  wa s a l ong per iod o f  minima l cont act , 
and it  wa s not unt i l  the nine teenth cent ury that Eur opean 
c onta c t  with Tad himboko became frequent . Wha l e r s , trad e r s  
in sanda lwood , and mis s ionar ie s  arrived , i n  that order . 
Me lane s ia n  Mis s ion teache r s  f r om Ngge la ga ined a s t r ong 
f oo tho ld among the Tadhimb oko , pe rhaps because  the re had 
been freque nt c ont act  between Ngg e la and northe rn Guada l ­
cana l  be f ore Eur opeans came . Lab our wa s r e crui t e d  f or 
Queens land and F i j i p lant a t i ons from northern Guada lcana l , 2 

1 Beag leho le trans la t ed ma te  t o  mean danger , but in fact 
mate  means d ie . 
2 Wood f ord me t an ex-Queens la nd lab ourer  at Aola  in 1 887  
(Wood f ord 1 890 : 1 2 1 ) . When the i l l - fated Aus tr ian exped i ­
t i on t o  Mt Ta tuve wa s a t t a cked i n  1 89 6 , there wa s among 
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and b y  1 89 0  t rade i n  copra and cheap c onsump t i on g o od s  wa s 
fair ly we l l  e s t ab l i shed . Fur ther expa t r ia t e  deve lopment 
wa s enc ouraged by  the d e c l arat i on of the Prot e c t orat e . 

Land a l iena t i on 

W ith the e s t ab l ishment o f  a government pre s ence a f t er 
1 89 3 , traders  were ind irect ly encouraged t o  widen the s c ope 
and s t rengthen the ba s e  of  the ir ent erpr is e s , which they 
d id by pur cha s ing land fr om the Me lane s ian owne r s . In the 
or igina l  land pur cha s e s  on the p la ins , whi ch were made  
b e twe en 1 8 8 6  and 1 9 2 0 , 1 b oth Government and t rade r s  were 
prominent . F ive trader s b ought a t ot a l  of  22 , 720  acres  
f or £1 7 1 ;  T . G .  Ke l ly o f  Syd ney , who acquired a l l the land 
b e tween  t he Mat anikau and Tenaru r iver s ( se e  Fig . 3 . 1 ) , 
purcha s ed more tha n 86  per cent o f  this land . Much o f  it  
wa s pa id for in trade goods , which seemed t o  have sat i s  
f ied  the vendors . On ly s ince 1 9 43 , wi th incr e a s ed land 
c ons c i ousne s s  and e c onomic s ophi s t icat i on , ha s the fee l ing 
g r own among the l oc a l  pe op le  tha t they were ' cheated ' in 
the s e ear ly land sa le s  and tha t a few members  of the land ­
owning groups ' swind led '  other s who had an intere s t  in the 
land s old . 

A lthough trading s t at i ons were  e s t ab l i shed on a l iena t ed 
land , l i t t le  agricultura l deve l opment occurred unt i l  abo ut 
1 9 0 7 . The except i on wa s on T . G .  Ke l ly ' s ho ld ing , ab out 1 9  
p er cent of which had been p lant ed und er c oconut by  1905 . 
The re lat ive la ck o f  deve l opment led t he Re s ident Commi s ­
s i oner t o  be l ieve that the e ar ly land purcha s e s  were highly 
specu lative , an op inion which he c ommunicated to t he High 
Commi s s i oner WPHC . 2 The r e s u l t  wa s the S o l omons La nd Re ­
gulat i on no . 4 o.f 1 89 6  whi ch a imed to  re s tr i c t  the a l iena ­
t i on o f  land by prevent ing s pe c u lat ive purcha s e s . F or 
ins tance , a Mr V o s s , who had been  eng aged in bus ine s s  and 
the labour trade in northern Guada lcana l , c laimed t o  have 

t he expe d i t i on a gu ide cal led John Parramatta  f r om Ba le ­
suna v i l lage (now S uag i ) , s o  named b e cause of  his lab our 
exper ience in Austral ia (Wood f ord to Thur s t on ( 1 89 6) in 
WHPC 1 89 6- 1 9 1 0 ,  Inward Le t t e r s  1 89 6- 1 910 , mi cr o f i lm , S uva ; 
herea fter re ferred t o  as  Wood f ord to  Thur s t on ( 1 89 6) ) . 
1 See  Append ix B for a detai led l i s t  o f  land a l ienat i on on 
the Guada lcana l P l a ins from 1 89 6  to 1 9 64 . 
2 Wood ford t o  Thur s t on ( 1 89 6) . 
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pur cha sed the land between  the Ta ivu and Ba le suna r iver s 
( s ee  F ig . 2 . 1) .  Wood f ord que s t ioned the va l i d i t y  o f  the 
sa le because , at  t he t ime of t he a l l eged t ransact ions , the 
Me lane s ian owner s  had been  dr iven ea s tward by a p ower ful 
bush ' chi e f ' named Kokorepa and had no t r e t urned by mid -
1 89 6 . 1 Vo s s ' s c la im wa s d i sa ll owed by  the High Commi s s ioner . 
Other land wa s pur cha sed on the c oa s t  of nor thern Guada l ­
cana l b e twe en 1 9 0 0  and 1 9 1 0  b u t  the areas invo lved were  
minor compared wi th the acqui s it ion of  T . G .  Ke l ly and the 
at tempted a l iena t i on of Vos s . 

Between  1 89 3  and 1 920 the Government ' s ro le in land 
a liena t i on wa s to apply.  the concept of 'wa s te land ' to the 
S olomons and t o  purcha s e  d i re c t ly from Me lane s ian owners . 
The o f f ic ia l  ini t iat ive in the f ormer r egard wa s appa r ­
ent ly taken b y  Woodford , who s ta te d2 in Ju ly 189 6 :  

I . . . s ugge s t  that , i f  po s s ib le ,  Your Exce l lency 
should a s s ume owner ship of a l l unoccup ied land s i n  
the ab sence o f  evidence of na t ive owner ship . A 
sys tem o f  l ong lea seho ld s or c ond i t iona l pur cha s e s  
might then b e  inaugur ated whi ch would b e  a s ource 
of  revenue and I b e l ieve the re wou ld b e  no lack o f  
appli cant s who wou ld b e  g lad immed ia t e ly t o  occupy 
and cu l t ivat e .  

The super f i c i a l  a s se s sment which f o l lowed of  the nat ure  o f  
the t rad it i ona l t enure added support t o  h i s  ca s e : 

The na t ive tenure o f  land appear s here t o  be s o  
insecure and they are s o  freque nt ly changing the ir 
p laces  of res idence that no inj ust ice wou l d  be 
l ike ly to ar i s e  and might be  ea s i ly guarded agains t . 

Clause 10 o f  the S ol omons Land Regu la tion no . 4 s t ated : 

Lea s e s  may be grant e d  by t he High Commis s ioner on 
beha l f  of Her Ma j e s ty of land ( other than land f ound 
t o  be acquired b ona f ide for va luab le c ons iderat i on 
by a non-na t ive per s on) b e ing vacant by  rea s on o f  the 
ext inc t i on o f  the or ig ina l na t ive owners  and t he ir 
d e s cend ant s . 

Pr ov i s i on f or the d e c larat ion of  ' wa s t e  land ' wa s made  
under the S o lomons (Wa s te Land s )  Regula t i on 1900 . C lause 
2 de f ined ' wa s t e land ' t o  mean ' land whi ch i s  not  owned , 

Wood f ord t o  Thur s t on ( 1896) . 
2 Wood ford t o  Thur s t on ( 1 896) . 
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cult iva ted , o r  occup i ed b y  any na t ive o r  non- na t ive per s on ' . 
I t  further s t a t ed that any ' wa s t e  land ' shou ld be occupied 
only after the i s s ue of a cer t i f ica t e  of occupa t i on by the 
High C ommi s s ione r . The fo l l owing ye ar an amendment re ­
quired the oc cup i er t o  ob t a i n  the wr i t t e n  pe rmi s s i on of  
the High Commi s s ioner b e f or e  he c ould s ub - le t  any  par t  o f  
the land inc luded i n  h i s  cert i f icate o f  oc cupat ion . A 
fur the r  amendment in 1 9 04 gave the Res id ent C ommi s s i oner 
power to appr ove an app lica t i on for Q cer t i f i ca t e  t o  o c ­
cupy land deemed t o  be  'wa s t e  la nd ' . Previ ous ly the 
Re s ident Commi s s i oner me re ly rece ived and forwarded t o  the 
High Commi s s ioner  any app l ica t i ons t o  use  wa s t e  land . 
Obv i ous ly a ma j or a im of the 1904 amendment wa s t o  s peed 
up the dec larat i on of wa s t e  land in the be l ie f  tha t the 
Prote c t orate  had t o  s tand on it s own feet f i nanc i a l ly a s  
s oon a s  pos s ib le . Th is end cou ld be  a t ta ined n o t  by  re ly­
ing on the init ia l s our ce s  of l oca l revenue ( taxe s on 
trad ing s t a t i ons and on trad ing and recruit ing ve s s e l s ) , 
but on ly b y  at t rac t ing companie s prepared t o  inve s t  large 
s ums in c opra p lantat ions  ( S carr 1 9 68 : 2 64 ) . 

There were d i f f icu l t ie s  in the imp lement at ion of the 
Wa s t e  Land s Reg ulat ion and a l s o  in the c once pt  of ' wa s t e  
land ' i t se l f . In the s ched u le to  the 1 904 regu la t i on , the 
appl icant wa s requi red t o  g ive an e s t ima te  of the area o f  
land involved and dec la re that ' t o  the b e s t o f  m y  knowledge 
and be l ie f , i t  i s  ne ither owned , cult iva ted , oc cup ied by  
any na t ive or non- nat ive pe r s on ' . W ith int ertr iba l 
skirmishe s  occurr ing on t he p la ins dur ing thi s per iod , it  
wou ld have been unrea s onab le to expe ct  a pro s pe c t ive 
app l icant to make an exhaus t ive inquiry into the owne r ship 
o f  the la nd he required , even  if thi s were  p os s ib le ;  
ne i the r c ould the Government d o  s o ,  b e ca us e  of  i t s  l imi t ed 
s t a f f  and meagre f inanci a l  r e s our ces . The shi f t ing na tur e  
o f  Me lane s ian s e t t lement s a l s o  created pr ob lems . But per ­
hap s  the ba s i c prob lem , and certainly the ma in s ource o f  
later conf l i c t  b e twe en Government and the Tadhimb oko , wa s 
the concept  o f  ' wa s t e  la nd ' it s e l f . To the Tadhimb oko , 
wa s t e  land as  such d id not exi s t . Any piece  of uno c cupied 
or uncu l t ivated land a lways had c la ims of  owner ship a t ­
tached t o  i t , and cus t om pr ov ided for the trans fer of 
owner ship r ight s if  the land - owning gr oup d ied out . Thus 
the E uropean idea of c ont inuous occupat ion and us e as  the 
v i s ib l e ev id ence o f  ownership c la shed with the t rad i t i ona l 
Me lane s ian pract ice  o f  shi f t ing gardens within a framework 
of pre - ex i s t ing and loca l ly re cogni s ed owne rship r ight s . 
Today G overnment admi t s  that when the Wa s te Land s Regula ­
t i on wa s app l ied t o  the Tadhimb oko r e g i on , n o  inve s t igat ion 
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wa s made t o  a s cer t a in the va cancy or otherwise  o f  the land 
i nvo lved .

l 

The f ir s t  nine t y- nine -year cert if ica t e  o f  occupa t ion 
f or land on t he Guada lcana l P l ai ns wa s grant ed to the 
Pa c i f i c  I s land s C ompany . in 1 9 0 3  ove r  a tr iang ular b lock o f  
land s outh o f  the Te naru Riv e r  a s  we l l  as  land s i n  other 
par t s  of  t he S o l omons . Lev e r s Pa c i f ic Plant at i ons Ltd 
(LPPL) a cquired the s e  land s - 200 , 000 acre s  in al l - from 
the Pa c if ic I s land s C ompany . in 190 6 , 2 a lthough the cer t i fi ­
c a t e  wa s not i s s ue d  unt i l 1 9  Oc t ober  1 9 14 . Pre s s ure  from 
LPPL repre s enta t ive s , who ins i s t e d  th a t  a per i od o f  nine ty­
nine years  wa s t o o  shor t  for co.c onut deve lopment ,  3 and the 
Gov ernment ' s d e s ire t o  att ract  a taxab le mi l l iona ire tenant 
int o t he S o l omons ,  led to the lease be ing ext e nded to 9 9 9  
years . 

The s e cond cer t i fi ca t e  o f  occupa t i on wa s i s sued t o  Burns 
Philp on 1 June 1908 over  10 , 000 ac re s  at Muvia , b ut wa s 
tr ans f erred the f ol lowi ng y e a r  t o  the S o l omon I s land s  
Development Company ( S IDC) . 

The S o lomons (Wa s te Land s )  Regu lat i on o f  1 9 04 wa s r e ­
pealed by the King ' s Regu lat i on no . 3 of  1 9 1 4 , a lthough 
r ight s  and ob l iga t i ons incurred under  the former  regula­
t i on rema ined in  f orce . The sale  of  Me lane s ian land to  
non-Me lane s ians wa s prohib ited , but there  wa s provis i on 
f or le a s e s  o f  s uch land for up t o  nine t y- nine year s . At 
the same t ime , the Cr own a l one cou ld ' buy or c ompu l s or i l y  
acquire for pub l i c  purpo s e  land n o t  used a nd no t needed i n  
future b y  nat ive s ' . Thus certain c ond i t ions o f  the 1 9 14 
land s reg u lat i on c ir cumvented the repe a l ing c la us e  i t s e l f ,  
and in e f fe ct the provis ions of the S o lomons (Wa s t e  Land s )  
Regulation 1904 c ould b e  a t t a ined b y  a pp ly i ng t he re levant 
c lause  o f  t he 1 9 14 land s r e g u la.t ion . F or examp le , in re ­
sponse  to a S IDC reque s t , the Gov ernme nt i s sued another  
cer t i .fi cate of  occupat ion o n  1 January 19 1 8  fo r  lands on 
b oth s id e s  of the Na l imb iu River ; short ly a f terward s i t  

B S I P  Depar tment of  Land s and Surveys ( n . d . ) , La nd 

Pr ior t o  this , the Pa ci fic I s fand s  Company found tha t  
the Deut s che Hand e l s - und P lant agen-Ge se l ls cha f t  had 
r e g is tered it s c la im to much of this land w i th the WPHC 
in 1 89 8 .  The s e  intere s t s  wer e  b ought by the Pa c i f ic 
I s land s  Company in 1902 ( S carr 1 9 68 : 2 65) . 
3 WPHC Minut e Paper no . 6 1 , 1 905 . 
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i s s ued the S ID C  Cer t i f ica t e  of Occupat i on Va l id a t i on Regu­
lat ion , under whi ch the SIDC cer t i f ica te  f or Muv ia wa s 
wi thdrawn and a s ing le cer t i fi ca t e  of occupat ion wa s 
i s sued t o  cover b oth Muv ia and Na l imb iu . A lthough the 
S o lomons (Wa s t e  Land s )  Regula t ion 1 904 had been repea led , 
the 1 9 1 8  regula t i on va l idated the S IDC ' s t it le t o  both 
Muv ia and Na l imb i u . 

Even be for e the S o l omons (Wa s t e  Lands ) Reg u la t i on 1 904  
wa s repea led in 1 9 14 , the G overnment wa s pur cha s i ng from 
t he Me lane s ian owne r s  the land known a s  Gavaga . B e tween 
1 9 1 2 and 1 9 1 6 i t  pur cha s ed Gavaga ' s 3 , 860 acres f or £3 6 1 . 1 
In  1 9 1 8  a cer t i f icate o f  occupa t i on over  this  la nd f or 9 9 9  
years  wa s grant e d  t o  t he S IDC . Othe r are a s  e a s t  o f  the 
Berande River  were b ought in fee s imp le by the Government 
and le a s ed to ind iv id ua l  Eur opean trader s . 

By 1 920 , 5 5 , 88 8  acre s had been a l ienated  on the Guada l ­
cana l P la ins . More than 2 7 , 5 00 acre s were  dec lared va cant 
and l e a s ed to two la rge companie s  whi le ind iv idua l traders  
acquired title  to  2 2 , 2 70 acre s . The rema ind er wa s pur ­
cha s e d  by  the Crown in fee  s imp le and l e a s ed t o  pr ivat e  
ent erpr i s e . Thus d id the G overnme nt s ow the s e ed s  o f  
future d i s putes  wi th the Me lane s ian owner s ,  d i s put e s  which 
were not s e t t led  unt i l  1 9 6 6 . 

P lant at i on e s t a b l i shment : from 
sma l l  trad e r s  t o  large c ompanie s 

The foundat i ons of p lantat i on ent erpr i se were  la id 
dur ing the f ir s t  three decad e s  of  B r i t i s h  ru le , but pr o­
gre s s  dur ing the de cade a f t e r  1 89 3  wa s s l ow , ma inly  f or 
e c onomic rea s ons . A lthough the ear ly trad e r s  and land ­
hold e r s  on the p lains  operated ove r  a wide area , the ir 
ind ividua l capita l inve s tment s were sma l l . Coconut p lan­
tat i ons require an extens ive ini t ia l  out lay of  capi ta l 
ove r  a ten- year per i od dur ing whi ch d ire c t  financ ia l r e ­
turns t o  t he p lant er a r e  n i l . Lab our , to o ,  wa s re la t ive ly 
s carce : emp l oyment on p lantat i ons in Q ueens land and F i j i 
wa s more at tract ive t han wage  emp l oyment a t  home becau s e  
one c ould see  the wor ld and a l s o  a cquire a wider range o f  
trade g o od s  over s ea s . 2 A s  a re s u lt , the sma l l trad e r s  and 

1 La t e r  s urvey e s t ima ted the area at 4 , 05 5  acre s . 
2 More than 2 2  per cent of the 6 1 , 00 0  Me lane s ian ( here 
me aning S o lomon I s land , New Hebr idean ,  Pa pua New Guinean 
and New Ca led onian) lab ourers  recruited f or Queens land 
between 1 8 7 1 and 1 9 04 came from t he S o l omons . By 1 9 0 6  
S o l omon I s land s  lab ou re r s  in Queens land had re t urned home 
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la nd -holder s p lanted only a sma ll propo r t i on of  the ir land 
conce s s ions . The f irm of Ke l ly ,  Wi l l iams and Woodhouse 
had p lant e d  c oconut s on on ly 19 per cen t of its 1 9 , 740-
acre grant b e tween the Mat anikau and Tenaru r iver s  whe n 
i t s  intere st s  were  purcha sed  by the trader , Oscar Svenson , 
in June 1 905 . Thi s  ind ividual  had a lready purcha s ed 
Berande in De cember 1 9 02 and had extens ive trading int e ­
re s t s  thr oughout the centra l S o l omons . Very few o f  h i s  
land conc e s s i ons were  p lant ed under coc onut s .  Berande , 
for examp le , wa s s old by Oscar Svens on t o  George Darbys hire 
one year a f ter it was b ought from the Me lane s ian owne rs · , 
whi le the Ma tanikau- Tenaru land wa s s o ld virtua l ly un­
deve l oped t o  LPPL in February 1 90 7 . In 1 9 0 8  Burns Phi lp 
acquired a l ong - t erm lea s e  on Muvia . A s  ment i oned , thi s 
lease  wa s trans ferred t o  S IDC the fo l lowing year , t oge ther  
with  Berande whi ch S IDC  had pur cha sed  from the  trustee s 
o f  Darbyshire who had gone into partnership with Hard ing 
in 1 9 04 . By ab out 1 9 1 0  then , the sma ll traders  had a l­
ready s o ld the ir land c once s s ions on t he we s t e r n  ha l f  o f  
the p la ins t o  two large c ompani e s , LPPL and S IDC . The 
lat ter were large ly r e s p ons ib le f or the ext ens i on o f  coco­
n u t  p lant ing and copra pr odu c t i on on the p la ins unt i l  the 
Japane s e  invaded the S o l omons in May 1 942 . 

In  1 9 0 6  LPPL acquired the int ere s t s  o f  the Pa c if ic 
I s land s Company (1 902)  Ltd over  200 1000 a c r e s  o f . land 
thro ughout the S o l omons f or £5 , 000 . O s car Svens on ' s 
propert ie s  were p urcha s e d  in 1 9 0 7  f or £40 , 000 . In t he 
same year LPPL pur cha sed Ruavat u . B e tween 1 904 a nd 1 9 0 7  
LPPL s o l d  trade go od s t o ,  and purcha s ed c opra from , t he 
Me lane s ians on · the Guada lcana l P la ins , and examined the 
prope r t ie s it had a cq uir ed from the Pa c i f ic I s land s Com­
pany . Thi s  latter  task  prov e d  to be  a s our ce of d i sap­
p ointment . The total  a cr e a g e  of  c oc onut s on  the 200 , 000 
acres  wa s found t o  be mu ch l e s s  than the f igure g iven 
dur ing the negot iat ion of the trans fer . During tho s e  f our 

(Parnaby 1 9 64 : a ppend ix tab le s 1 a nd 4) , and many were r e ­
cruited aga in f or p lant a t i on work w i t hin t he S o l omons . 
1 Uni leve r  mi cr o f i lm ,  De pa rtment o f  Pa ci fic  Hist or y ,  The 
Austr a l ian Na t i ona l Univers it y ,  Canberra (hereaf ter re ­
ferred t o  a s  Uni lever mi cro fi lm) . 
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yea rs  cap i ta l inve s tment b y  LPPL on i t s  land in the 
S o lomons wa s very l imi ted . Re s ource  exp l oi tat i on wa s 
c on f ined ma inly t o  the working o f  ex i s t ing c oc onut g r ove s , 
mos t  o f  whi ch were  p lanted by the orig ina l Me lane s ian 
owne r s  who had been d i s p laced by the app l ic a t i on of t he 
Wa s t e  Land s Regula t i on .  The company a l s .o purcha s ed who le 
nut s  and copra from Me lane s ians who by  then appr e c ia ted 
t he c omme r c ia l va lue o f  c opra . Fre sh p lant ing o f  coco­
nut s b y  LPPL wa s a l s o  hindered b y  t he fact t ha t  it s t it le 
ove r  the lea sehold wa s not fina l ised  unt i l  1 9 1 4 . 

The year 1 9 0 7  wa s a gene ra l ly suc ce s s f ul  t rad ing ye ar 
for LPPL c ormnerc ia l opera t i ons in the S o lomon s  so the c om­
pany c ommenced pur cha s ing freeh o ld proper t i e s  from E ur opean 
trad e r s  and land - ho ld e r s  who had f ound it d i f fi cu l t  t o  
c ont inue inve s t ing i n  the i r  land . Fre sh p lant ing o f  coc o­
nut s  b y  LPPL fol l owed . At Kukum more  t han 96  per cent o f  
t he pr e s ent area. und er . c oconut s wa s p lant ed b e tween 1 9 0 7  
and 1 9 1 5 , much o f  it before 1 9 10 . Ab out two - third s o f  the 
coconut acreaie · a� Lunga wa s p lant ed be tween  1 9 0 7  and 
1 9 1 6 . Tenatu e s ta t e : wa s p lant ed b e tween  1 9 00 and 1 9 15 ; 
ab out one -ha l f  o f  it s t ot a l  acreage wa s p lanted be f ore  
1 9 1 0 . Coc onut p·lant ing at  Ruavatu c ommenced in 1 9 10 and 
end ed in 1 9 .1 7 . At I l u ,  h owever , new c oconut p lant ing d id 
not s tart unt i l  1 9 12 , and i t  wa s on ly · a sma l l  b e g inning . 
More than 9 6  per cent o f  the acreage in tha t  .e s t a te wa s 
p lant ed betwe en 1 9 14 and 1 9 1 6  a ft e r  c lear t it le t o  the 
land , which wa s part  o f  the Pa c i f ic I s land s C ompany 
e s tat e s , wa s i s sue d .  T�us LPPL ' s coconut p lant ing on the 
Guada lcana l Pla ins c ormnenced dur ing 1 9 0 7  and wa s c omp le t ed 
by  1 9 1 7 : 4 , 83 0  acres  were p lant ed in ten years ( se e  Tab le  
3 . 1  and Fig . 3 . 2 ) . There  i s  a d i scernib le  ea s tward expan­
s i on of deve.l opment fr om Kukum in t he we s t  to Ruavatu in 
t he e a s t , wi th I l u e s t a t e  t he one exce pt i on .  Everywhere  
coconut pa lms fai led t o  e s tab l i sh s ucce s s ful ly on  the 
gra s s land s oi ls , but thr iyed on f ore s t - c leared land . Th is 
is s t il l the ca s e  t oday . A c lo s e  examinat i on of  the 
e c o logy o f  gra s s land s o i l s  may he lp t o  exp la i n  thi s 
phenomenon . 

I n  1 9 0 8  S IDC wa s granted a 9 9 9 - year lea s e  over  Muv ia 
and it purcha sed  Be rand e  in 1 90 9 . In 1 9 1 8  Na limb iu and 
Gavaga were added to it s hold ing s and the lea s e  extend e d  
t o  9 9 9  year s . Thus by 1 9 1 8  S IDC wa s in c ont r o l  of  appr ox ­
imate ly one - t hird o f  a l l  t he a l ienated land o n  the 
Guada lcana l P la ins . S IDC c oconut d eve lopment e f f or t s  were  
c onfined to  two  ma in b l ocks : Te tere  which c overs  3 40 acres  
on  the e a s t e rn par t of Muv ia , and Berande whi ch c overs  
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Table 3 . 1 

Progress of coconut planting on LPPL Guada lcanal e s ta te s ,  1900-17 

Percentage of total 

1901-3 24 3 . 15 
1907 89 11 . 68 
1 907 134 17 . 59 
1908 133 17 , 45 
1908-9 97 12 . 73 
1911 53 6 . 18 
1911-12 62 8 . 14 
1913 33 4 . 33 
1914 3 6  4 .  72 
1915 20 2 .  62 
1915 81 10 . 63 

1901-3 230 14 . 94 
1901- 3  6 7  4 . 35 
1901-3 108 7 ,02 
1901-3 85 5 . 52 
1903 19 1 . 23 
1907 39 2 . 53 
1908 149 9 .  69 
1909 47 3 . 05 
1909 88 5 .  7 2  
1909 175 11 . 37 
1912 28 1 . 83 
1912 98 6 . 37 
1913 75 4 . 87 
1915 100 6 . 51 
191 6  17 1 . 10 
1916 77 5 . 00 
191 6  67 4 . 35 

1908 213 17 . 49 
1900 397 32 . 59 
1910 40 3 . 2 8  
1910 19 1 . 5 6  
1910 41 3 . 37 
1911 4 0 , 33 
1911 15 1 . 23 
1911-12 71 5 . 83 
1912 11 0 .90 
1914 200 16 . 42 
1915 32 2 . 63 
1915 97 7 . 9 6  
1915 62 5 . 09 
1915 5 0 . 41 

1910 54 6 . 54 
1913 166 20 . 10 
1914 2 2 6  2 7  . 3 6 
1915 245 29 . 66 
1916 18 2 . 18 
1917 5 7  6 . 90 

1912 1 6  3 . 34 
1914 12 2 . 51 
1914 59 12 . 32 
1915 132 2 7 . 5 6  
1915 2 8  5 . 85 
1916 62 12 . 94 
1916 89 1 8 . 5 8  
1916 70 14 . 61 

Source : ' Report on LPPL Guada lcanal lands ' ,  1935 , Hon:l.ara , typescript . 
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Source: Report on LPPL Guodolconol land ( 1930) 
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2 , 400 acre s . Like LPPL , much of the new p l a n t ing by S IDC 
wa s under take n  b e twe en 1909 and 1 9 1 6 .  LPPL ' s progre s s , 
however , wa s much quicker , ma inly b e caus e , un l i ke S ID C , 
LPPL had an interna t iona l parent orga n i s a t i on ,  which c on­
tr ib u t e d  cap ita l expe nd i ture for t he p l a n t ing per iod . l 

The d isappearance of the sma l l  
trader - land - holder  

Compa ny planta t i on deve l opment on the Guada l ca na l  
P la ins wa s re s tr ic ted t o  the coa s t a l  fr inge b e tween the 
Ma tanika u and Berand e  r iver s  ma inly b e cause o f .  trans port 
prob lems . Ruava tu wa s t he only la r g e  p lant a t ion proper ty 
ea s t  of tha t area . Howev e r , much land in the e a s tern 
s e c t or o f  the p l a i n s  had a l s o  been a l iena t e d  b y  b ot h  
E u r o p e a n  traders  and t he G overnme nt . 2 The s ma l l  E u r o p e a n  
land - holders  in the eas tern Guada lcana l  Pla ins conc e n ­
tra ted  on the sa le  o f  tra d e  g o od s to Me lane s ians . 
A . A .  F it zgera ld , for exa mp le , a cq u ir e d  three acres  o f  
l a nd a t T a d h imb oko B a y  i n  1 9 10 f or a trad ing pos t . The 
fo l l ow ing ye ar W . B oucher e s tab l ished a trad ing s ta t ion 
at Ruava tu o n  thir teen acre s of  land b o ught fr om the 
Me lane s ian owne r s . This land had s ome Me lane s ia n - planted 
coconut s wh i c h the new owne r ut i l ised . 

I n  1 9 1 2  t he Ma layta Compa ny Ltd a cquired l �  a cr e s  o f  
land f o r  a s t ore s it e  ad j a cent t o , and compr i s i ng par t  o f  
t he b e a c h  f r o n t a g e  o f , W .  B oucher ' s ho l d i ng . The same 
year the Government c omp l e t e d  t he pur cha s e  of  Benuta , 
wh i c h  wa s lea s ed t o  Bouche r  Brothe r s  in 1 9 1 3 . I t s  
coas ta l  por t ion conta ined Me l a ne s i a n - p l a n t e d  grov e s  wh i c h  
pr oduced s ome copra . Howev e r , the B ouche r s  c oncentra ted 
on t r a d ing and undert ook l i t t le new coconu t p l a nt ing on 
the ir ho ld ing s whi c h  were e s t ima ted to  c over 300 acre s . 
I n  1 9 1 6 the trader S . C .  Ashley acquired the c ommer c ia l  
and land intere s t s  o f  A . A .  F it zgera ld a nd the B oucher  
Brother s . He a l s o  purcha s ed Me lane s ian- produced c opra 
and s o l d  trade g o od s in compe t i t ion with the Ma l a y t a  C om­
pany . I n  1 9 1 1 . the Mar i s t  Mis si on pur cha s ed 1 3 6  acres  o f  
l a nd from the Me lane s ian owner s  a t Ruava tu a nd coconu t 
p l a nt i ng s oon b e g a n , t he intent ion b e ing t o  promot e s e l f ­
s u f ficie ncy for pe r s onne l o n  mis s ion s ta t i ons . Ex c l ud ing 
LPPL and S IDC , thi s mis s ion wa s the only organi sat i on 
which planted coconut s on mu ch of the la nd i t  acquired a t 
tha t  t ime . 

Un i l ev e r  micr o f i l m .  2 See  A pp e nd ix B a nd F ig . 3 . 1 .  
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By 1 92 0  l oca l tra ders were f ind ing it d i f f i cu l t  to c on ­
t inue o pera t ing e conomica l l y . Copra f e t ched £1 8 p e r  t on 
whe n  de l ivered in S ydne y ; trans port cos t s  a l one c la imed 
one - th ird o f  th is . The Government imposed an expor t duty 
on c opra of  a pprox ima te ly £1 per t on , and  a l s o  cons idered 
an increa se  in impor t d u t i e s  in ord er t o  raise  much - needed 
revenue . l In 1 9 2 2  and 1923 S . C .  A s h ley and the Ma layta 
C ompany were forced to  s e l l  t he ir ho ld ing s to  the Ma r is t  
Mi s s ion . A . M .  Ander s on ob ta ined a nine ty- nine - year lea se  
from the  Crown over Vona in  1 9 2 0 , b ut und e r t ook l it t le 
coconu t plant ing be twe en 1 9 2 0  and 1 93 0 . LPPL and S IDC 
a l one wea the red the s e  d if f i c u l t  c ond i t ions , wh ich were 
made wor s e  by  the s hor tage of p lanta t i on lab our . 2 

In  it s d e s ire to  overcome the s hor tage o f  l oca l labour , 
LPPL propos ed the impor ta t ion o f  ind e ntured wor ke r s  from 
Ind ia . A l though the Col onia l O f f ice and WPHC endorsed t he 
idea , the Ind ia n O f f ice  re j e c ted i t  because  pub l ic fee l ing 
in Ind ia wa s opposed  to fur the r  emigra t ion o f  Ind ians 
unt i l  the ir c ond i t i ons ove r s e a s  were improved s ub s ta nt i­
a l l y . 3 

Economic d i f ficu l t ie s  o f  
the 1 9 2 0s and 1 93 0 s  

Coconut s p lanted on the � lains b e tween 1 90 7  a nd 1 9 1 7  
came into b ear ing b e tween  · 1 9 1 7  and 1 92 7 , and the vol ume 
o f  copra expor ted dur ing tha t  de cade re f le c t s  t his  d eve l op­
ment ( s ee  Tab le 3 . 2) . A f t e r  1 9 2 7 , a nd unt i l  the outbreak 
of wa r ,  copra expor t s  averaged 2 1 , 000 t ons pe r annum . The 
pre -war peak wa s rea ched in 1 9 3 7  when 25 , 07 3  tons o f  c opra 
we re pr oduced . 

A l though t he copra pr ice re covered a f ter 1 92 2 , the in­
cre a s e  wa s too s l ow and too sma l l  to wa rra nt large - s ca le 
expans ion of p lant ing in new a rea s . With high product ion 
cos ts  a nd lab our shor tage s ,  planters  me re l y  c ons ol ida ted 
and ma inta ined the areas  a lr eady p lanted and und er produc­
t ion . In order  to  l ower ma intenance cos t s , much  o f  LPPL ' s 
Guad a l cana l  hold ings were s t ocked with Shor thorn , Here f ord 
and Red Po l l  ca t t le dur ing this  de cade . · A l though the ma in 
purpose  · o f  gra z ing ca t t le wa s to kee p  d own the we ed s , s ome 
fre s h  mea t  wa s a l s o  prov ided  f or laboure r s . Copra pr ice s 
we re rea s onab ly high b e twe en 1 9 2 6  and 1 93 0 .  A t  the same 

1 Sydney Morn ing He ra ld , 2 0  May 1 92 2 . 
2 3 Un ilever micr of i lm .  Uni lever micr o f ilm . 
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Tab le 3 0 2  

Volume and va lue of  S olomons ' c o:era exEor t s � 1 9 10- 40 

per ton 

1 9 10 4 '  1 65 141 , 3 2 8  33 . 93 
1 9 1 1  3 , 7 45 11 6 '  662 3 1. 1 5  
1 9 1 2  4 , 3 65 149 , 994 3 4 . 3 6  
1 9 1 3  5 ' 83 1  233 , 324  40 . 01 
1 9 1 4  5 , 4 1 8  149 , 9 80 2 7 . 68 
1 9 1 5  6 , 0 3 1  1 5 7 , 9 80 2 6 0 1 9 
1 9 1 6  6 , 03 0  1 83 , 3 2 6  3 0 . 40 
1 9 1 7  6 , 6 64 2 6 6 ,  65 6 40 . 01 
1 9 1 8  1 0 , 000 3 1 0 , 000 3 1 0 00 
1 9 1 9  9 , 891 3 0 6 , 7 9 0  3 1. 02 
1 9 2 0  8 , 1 60 3 88 '  0 9 2  47  . 5 6  
1 9 2 1  11 ,  1 2 7  600 , 4 1 2  5 3  0 9 6  
1 9 2 2  1 2 , 1 09 347 , 832 2 8 0 7 3  
1 923  1 6 , 7 1 1 4 1 8 '  77 4  25 0 0 6 
1 9 24 1 8 , 2 7 8  547 , 1 2 6 2 9 . 93 
1 9 25  1 6 , 5 0 8  5 7 5 , 404 3 4 . 86 
1 9 2 6  1 9 , 2 0 6  7 3 8 , 5 66 3 8 . 45 
1 9 2 7  2 2 , 3 1 6  823 , 1 94 3 6 . 89 
1 9 2 8  2 1 , 95 7  69 7 , 5 86 3 1 . 77 
1 92 9  2 3 , 5 25 7 7 4 , 15 8  3 2 . 9 1  
1 93 0  2 1 , 30 0  60 8 . 1 7 6  2 8 . 55  
1 9 3 1 23 , 681  543 ' 65 6  22 . 9 6 
1 93 2  2 1 , 2 09 2 7 5 , 686  1 2 . 9 9 
1 933  2 2 , 25 6  3 0 6 , 85 2  1 3 . 7 9 
1 93 4  2 1 , 1 1 9  140 , 7 5 8  6 . 66 
1 9 35 18 , 09 3  1 0 8  ' 0 2 6  5 . 9 7  
1 93 6  2 0 , 699  3 13 , 0 64 1 5 . 1 2  
1 93 7  25  ' 07 3  5 86 , 1 0 8  23 . 3 8 
1 9 3 8  2 2 , 93 7  5 1 8 , 7 3 2  2 2 . 62 
1 9 39  2 1 , 6 6 6  3 00 ; 000 13 0 85 

* Syd ney c . i . f .  pr ice s . 

S ource : B S I P  Annua l Re:eor t s  f or 1 9 1 8�3 9 and 1 948- 5 3  
( 1 9 1 9 - 40 and 1 94 9 - 5 4) . 
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t ime c oc onu t pe s t s  appeared : i t  wa s found tha t  the b ug 
Amb lype lta cocophaga wa s a s s oc ia ted with ear ly nut fa l i 
and tha t  the be e t le Bront is pa frogga t i  wa s r e s pons ib le 
for damage inf l i cted on unopened leave s of the pa lm . 
Nor th Guada l cana l  wa s one o f  the area s s e r i ou s ly a f fe c ted 
by Amb lype l ta and Bront i s pa damage . Copra y ie lds  per acre 
t here dropped to 3 cwt pe r a cre in c ompa r i s on with 1 5  cwt 
per acre in the Rus se l l s , which were una f fe cted . l The 
economic depre s s i on o f  t he ear ly 1 93 0 s  wor sened t he pos i­
t ion o f  the p la nters . The vo lume o f  trade wa s reduced a nd 
fewer ove r s e a s  ve s s e l s  reached the S o l omons Many ind i ­
g enous c opra producers  re s ponded .t o t he unfavourable  
e c onomic c ond it i ons by cea s ing t o  produce c opra : in 1 93 1  
they contr ibuted 3 , 000 t ons o f  copra f or export , but t he 
f o l l ow1ng year t he ir pr od uct ion dropped t o  3 00 t ons . 2 

The de cade from 1 93 0  t o  1 940 wa s t he mos t  d i f f i cu lt  
per iod ever for  the  copra indu s t ry . T he ave ra ge pr ice per 
t on o f  c opra rema ined very l ow a lthough pr oduct ion per �  
s i s ted at  the high pre - 1 93 0  leve l . T o  cope with  the · pe s t  
prob l em the G overnme nt i n  1 93 �  f ormed a n  agricul t ura l c om­
mi ttee o f  g overnment o f f ic ia l s and p lant e r  repre senta t ive s . 
This  b ody received a grant o f  $ 10 , 000 from Commonwea l t h  
Deve lopment a nd We l fare fund s and $ 1 0 , 000 from t he Pro ­
te c tora te ' s reserve fund s . 3 In 1 93 4  LPPL o f fered to  pay 
$ 1 , 2 00 per annum for an extra entomo l og i s t  t o  inve s t iga te 
coconut d is ea s e s . However ,  in 1937  the g overnment ent omo­
l og i s t  wa s trans ferred t o  F i j i and e nt omo l og ica l inve s t i ­
ga t ion b y  the Government wa s s u s pended unt i l a fter  Wor ld 
War I I . 4 Unfavourab l e  s pe l l s  o f  wea ther a l s o  hindered 
c opra pr oduc t i on . A t Ruava tu a very dry yea r  in 1 93 5 , 
for ins tance , contr ibuted t o  the drop in c opra produced 
in 1 93 7  ( s ee Tab le  3 . 3 ) . 

The genera l ly unfavourab le  e c onomi c cond i t i ons o f  t he 
1 930s  meant tha t  no p lanter c ou l d  prod uce copra a t  a 
pro f i t . A l though c opra pr ices  f l uc t ua ted they tended to 
rema in l ow .  Dur ing the la s t  quarter of 1 9 3 6 t he pr ice o f  
c opra rose  ra pid ly from $ 2 0  per ton t o  $ 3 5 . 5 0 . 5 I t  rea ched 

B S I P  Annua l ReEort s  for 1 93 0- 3 8  ( 1 9 3 1 - 3 9 ) . 
2 B S I P  Annua l ReEor t f or 1 93 3  ( 1 9 34) . 
3 B S I P  Annua l ReEort for 1 93 1  ( 1 9 3 2 ) . 
4 B S I P  Annua l ReEort f or 1 9 3 8 ( 1 9 3 9 ) . 
5 B S I P  Annua l ReEor t for 1 93 6  ( 1 93 7 ) . 
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Tab le 3 . 3 

Copra pr odu c t ion and annua l ra infa l l  a t Ruava t u , 
1 934- 3 9  

Yea r 

1 93 4  
1 935 
1 9 3 6  
1 93 7  
1 9 3 8 

Pr od u c t ive 

945 
9 4 6  
946  
946  
946  

T o ta l  

42 1 . 40 
3 4 6 . 42 
35 6 . 48 
2 9 6 . 3 6 
3 80 . 47 

per Tota 
acre ra in fa l l  

8 . 92 1 60 . 2 1 
7 . 3 3 9 1 . 3 6 
7 . 5 4  1 2 6 . 60 
6 . 2 7 9 2 . 8 6  
8 . 64 1 3 9 . 7 9 

S our ce s :  product ion f igur e s  s upp l ied  by Lever Brothe r s , 
Syd ney ; ra infa ll figure s from ' Re por t on LPPL 
Guada l cana l land s ' 1 1 935 . 

$39  per t on in Janua ry 1 9 3 7  but  i t  fe l l  gradua l ly t o  
$ 1 5 . 2 2  p e r  t on by December 1 93 7 . 1 Government wa s not un­
mind ful  of the d i f f i cu l t ie s  fa c ing the copra indus try , 
wh ich wa s and s t i l l  i s  a ma j or earner o f  government 
revenue , and a s l id ing s ca le wa s used to ca lcula t e  the 
export duty on c opra . Low pr ice s a f ter 1 93 0  f or ced  i t s  
reduc t i on t o  8 c  per t o n  in 1 9 3 3  and 2 c  p e r  t on i n  1 934 . 2 
S l igh t recovery led t o  an increa s e  t o  65c per ton in 
Janua ry 1 935  and 80c per t on in November 1 935 . 3 Plante r s  
rent ing Crown .land had the ir rents remit ted . I n  1 93 4  
G overnment t o ok a b o ld s te p  by reduc ing the minimum wage 
for lab o urers  from $24 to $ 12 per annum p lus keep . 4 This  
mov e a ccent ua ted further the ra pid dec l ine b e twee n  1 9 27 
and 1 932 '  (Tab le 3 . 4) in t he t ota l number o f  Me lane s ians 
emp l oyed in t he Pro t e c t orate , due large ly  t o  the d i f f icul t 
economic cond i t ions . 

LPPL emp l oyed abou t one - third o f  a l l  labourer s  engaged 
in the S o l omons dur ing thi s t ime . A l l owing one unit of 
lab our f or t h ir ty a cre s of coconut s , LPPL e s ta t e s  on the 
p la ins e nga ged about 2 00 labourers  every year b e tween 1 930 

1 B S I P  Annua l Re12or t for 1 93 7  ( 19 3 8) . 
2 B S I P  Annua l Re12ort for 1933  ( 1 934) . 
3 B S I P  Annua l Re12ort for 1 935 ( 1 9 3 6) . 
4 B S I P  Annua l Re Eor t for 1 934 ( 1935 ) . 
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Tab le 3 . 4 

Number o f  Me lane s ia ns in wage emp loyment , 1 92 7 - 32 

1 92 7  
1 92 8  
1 9 2 9  
1 93 0  
1 9 3 1  

6 ,  1 1 5  
6 , 0 1 6  
5 ' 1 7 1  
5 , 3 63 
4 , 30 1  

S our ce : B S I P  Annua l Report f or 1 93 2  ( 1 93 3 : 8) .  

and 1 93 9 . Much o f  thi s labour wa s recruited from Ma la ita , 
a lt hough s ome wa s ob ta ined l oca l l y . Copra product i on on 
LPPL ' s  Guada l cana l e s ta te s , however , d e c l ined fol l owing 
d a ma ge by Amb lype lta and Br ont ispa ,  a l though t he a rea 
under c oconut rema ined re la t ive ly s tab le ( see Tab le  3 . 5 ) . 
This s i tua t i on cont inued unt i l  the Japa ne s e  inva s ion in 
1 942 . Thus a l t hough t he Gua da l cana l Pla ins , and the 
S o l omons ge nera l l y , were heav i ly dependent on c opra for 
t he ir ca s h  earnings , the s t r ingent economic c ond i t i ons o f  
t he 1 930s  he l p  t o  exp la i n  why other c�ops s uch a s  ground 
nut s , r ice and ma ize  were not produced commercia l ly a f ter 
exper iment s a t Lunga proved tha t  they could be grown . 

Tab le 3 . 5  

Copra prod u c t ion on LPPL e s ta te s  i n  North Gua d a l cana l , 
1 9 3 1 - 40 

Yea r Prod u c t ive T ota l Average y ie ld  
a creage t onnage ( cwt per acre)  

1 9 3 1  5 , 884 1 , 5 2 2 . 00 5 . 1 7 
1 93 2  5 , 7 88 1 , 5 24 . 62 5 . 2 7 
1 93 3  5 , 7 88 1 , 3 5 7 . 04 4 . 68 
1 934 5 , 7 88 1 , 2 24 . 7 5 4 . 23 
1 935 5 , 7 94  1 , 13 6 . 9 6  3 . 9 2 
1 93 6  5 ' 7 65 1 , 0 88 . 3 7 3 .  7 8  
1 93 7  5 , 803 9 66 . 5 5 3 . 33 
1 9 3 8  5 , 803 1 , 094 . 9 8 3 .  7 7  
1 93 9  4 , 243 689 . 15 3 . 25 
1 940 4 2 43 65 2 . 88 3 . 08 

S ource : Lever Brother s , Sydney . 
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The mo s t  obv ious a nd imme d ia t e re s u l t o f  the Ja pane se  
inva s i on i n  1 942 wa s the d i srup t i on of economic a c t iv it ie s 
t hr oughout S o lomons . Pla nt a t ton labourers  were r e -
t urned t o  t he i r  home s and copra produc t i on cea s e d  f o r  f ive 
yea r s . Coc onut p lanta t ions were a b a nd one d a nd we e d s grew 
unaba ted . This wa s d isa s tr ous par t icular ly where Amblypelta 
a nd damage wa s g r e at e s t , a t  I l u  and Te tere 

in o t he r  pa r t s  of t h e  S o l omons , the herd s o f  
ca t t l e o n  the coconut p lanta t ions o f  nor thern Gua d a l ca na l 
we r e  e i t he r  k i l l e d  for mea t  or ran wild . 

Dur ing Augu s t 1 942 mo s t  Me l a ne s ia n s  of the Guada lcana l 
P la i n s  mov e d  to the e a s t  and s ou t hea s t . T he we s tern ha l f  
o f  t he p la ins wa s to  b e c ome the s ce ne of s ome of the 
f ie r c e s t  ba t t le s in t he Pa c i fic  campa ign . Whe n Ja pa ne ·s e . 

troops  we r e  eventua lly eva c ua t e d  from we s t ern Gua d a l ca na l  
in February 1 943 , much da ma ge ha d bee n done to c oc onut 
p lantat ions . S igns of  d e s t r uc t i on a r e  s t i l l  c l e a r l y  
v i s ib l e  o n  co conut t ree s b e twe e n  t he Lunga a nd Tena r u  
r iver s . 

With Guada lcana l se cure ly under A l l ied c ont r ol , it was 
dec ided  t o  c ons truct a huge trans it  camp on the we s tern 
ha l f  of the p la ins for use by mi l i tary per sonne l on the ir 
way to  a nd from the fr ont l ine in the northwe s t . It wou ld 
pr ov ide a nchorage s  for l ight cra ft ; mo or ing s , fue l and re ­
pa ir fa c i l i t ie s  for sma l l  b oa t s ; opera t ing b a s e s  for a l l 

o f  ae rop lane s ; a ir transport fac i l it i e s ; av ia t ion 
repa ir ,  fue l and s upply fa c i l i t ie s ; a s tag ing area for two 
d iv i s ions o f  troops ; and ho s pi ta l i sat ion for t he c omba t  
area s ( C ommander , S o u t h  Pa c i fi c  F orce 1 945 : 

T o  b u i l d  the s e  fa c i l it i e s , s ev e nt e en United· S t a t e s  con­
s t ruct i on b a t ta l ions were a s s igned to  Guada l cana l b e twe e n  
l a t e  1 94 2  and  ear ly 1 9 44 (United S t a t e s  Bureau o f  Yards  
and Docks  and  the C iv i l  Eng ine ers 1 9 47 : 2 5 1 ) . The f ir s t  
pr ior wa s the construct i on o f  a ir f ie ld s . B y  O c t ober 
1943  Ko l i  and Car ney f i e l d s , the  f i ghter s t r i p s  near 
He nder s on fie l d , and Kukum were in serv ice Huge ta nk 
farms were cons truc ted s imu ltane ous ly a t  Kukum and Ko li 
Point t o  prov ide fue l s t orage fa c i l i t ie s  ( s ee Pla t e  3 . 1 ) .  
Dock and �a c i l  ie s wer e  c ons truc ted at  Point Cruz , 
Kukum , Lunga and Te tere Beach . 

Ho spita l s  we re erected a t  Honiara , near I lu ,  Ga ima l i , 
a nd nea r Ka l i  fie ld . Ant i -.ma lar ia squads  were r e s pons ib le 
for l og s , root s arid overhang ing trees  fr om s tream 
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Pho t o :  Ted Mar r iot t ,  B S I P  Government Photographer 

Pl a t e  3 . 1 .  Rema ins of Kol i  Point ' tank farm ' and Carney 
a ir fie l d  

banks a nd pond s . A t  the p e a k  o f  deve lopment , Guada l cana l 
had a t  lea s t  135 mi le s of  wid e , a l l -wea the r r oad s with  
nume r ou s  b r idge s l inking t he camp s , a ir fie ld s , fue l d e p o t s  
a nd admini s tra t ion q ua rt e r s . In addit ion , four ma j or 
veh i c le  b r idge s were c ons truc t e d  a cros s the Lunga , Tenaru , 
Na l imb iu a nd Me te pono r iv e r s  ( s ee Fig . 3 . 3) .  

F or rea s ons  o f  b o t h nece s s ity a nd c onve nie nce , Uni ted 
S t a t e s  c ons truct ion uni t s  ut i l i s ed l oca l ma ter ia l a nd 
lab our in the ir c on s truct i on work . River  grave l , sandy­
c lay a nd d e cayed cora l were inva luab le in a ir f ie ld a nd 
road c ons truct ion . Two sawmi l l s  were s e t  up a nd ope ra ted 
b e twee n  June 1 943 and January 1 944 at I lu and Tenaru ; to­
g e t he r  they prod uced more tha n  one mi l l ion b oard  fee t  o f  
t imbe r  for bridge , camp and p ie r  c ons truct ion ( Un it e d  
S t a t e s Bureau o f  Yard s and Docks and t he C iv i l  Eng ineers  
1947 : 25 1 ) . Ma ny o f f ice s a nd ware hous e s  were built  ent ire ly 
of l oca l ma t e r ia l s . 

Me lane s ia ns were emp l oyed in s teve d or ing , hand l ing 
ma ter ia l a t  cargo and ra t ion de pot s , build ing na t ive - type 
s tructure s for wa rehous e s  a nd o f fice s , c lear ing a nd o i l ing 
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s treams for ma laria c ontr o l , a nd lab our ing o n  a ir f ie ld s . 
I t  wa s for s uch dut ies  a s  the s e  tha t the Brit ish- contr o l led 
S ol omon I s land s  Lab our Corps  wa s formed . Many Tadhimb oko 
b e came gene ra l  a s s i s ta nt s  and laund ry worke r s  for Amer ican 
mi l itary men ,  earn ing more than $24 per month , wh ile  thos e  
i n  the Lab our Corps  earned $ 2  per month p lus kee p . Other s 
s o ld fru i t s  a nd cur i o s  to the t roops . Thus dur ing the 
A l l ied occupa t i on o f  the p la ins ma ny Me lane s ia ns enj oyed 
a level  of ca sh earning far super i or to the ir pr e -war ex­
per ience , or the i r  wi lde s t  dreams . 

Ear ly in 1 942 the United S ta te s  B oa rd o f  E conomic War ­
fare d e c ided t o  supply l oca l ly grown fre sh vege tab le s t o  
troops  and hos p i ta l s  in  the f ie ld ( Cou l ter 1 94 6 : 41 1 ) . 
Apart  from sav ing much - needed shipp ing s pa ce and obv ious 
nutr i t i ona l advant a ge s , fre sh vege tab l e s  were expe c ted t o  
ra i s e  the mora le  o f  ba t t le -weary men .  The gra s s  p la ins o f  
northern Guada lcana l a ppeared t o  o f fer grea t advantages  
f or vege tab le produ c t ion , and no  t ime wa s l os t  b y  the 
Quarte rma s ter Corps  in e s tab l i shing the farm wh ich became 
the large s t  such pr o j e c t in the S outh Pac i f i c . The suc ­
ce s s  o f  in i t ia l  exper ime nt s  ear ly in 1 943 and the ra p id 
increa se  in the number  of  troops in Gua da l cana l led t o  
the expans ion o f  the s cheme unt i l  a l l  the gra s s  p la i ns 
around I lu we re ut i l i sed ( see  F ig . 3 . 3) . The farm s tarted 
ma s s  produc t i on in Februa ry 1 944 . The Army a nd Navy pro ­
v ided personne l exper ienced i n  agr ic ul ture , whi le Me la ­
ne s ians  prov ided the labour . Dur ing September 1 944 , 3 
o f f icers , 7 5  enl is t ed men a nd 250  Me lane s ia n  lab ourer s  
were engaged i n  the c ul t iva t ion o f  1 , 800 acres  o f  vege ­
tab l e s  ( S tau f fe r  1 95 6 : 1 30) . S o i l  fert i l ity  s oon droppe d , 
a s  l i t t l e  fer t i l i s er wa s used and a s  many a s  four crops 
we re harves ted in a s ing le yea r  ( S tauf fer 1 95 6 : 1 3 0) . 
De s p i t e  a c ons iderab le drop in yie ld  pe r a cre by the end 
of  1 945 , and crop l o s s e s  due t o  f lood s , t ota l pr oduc t i on 
wa s s t i l l  high . Be twe en 1 May 1 944 and 3 0  S e pt ember 1 9 4 6 , 
1 1 , 000 , 000 lb o f  fre sh fruit a nd vege tab le s were ra ised  
a t I lu Farm ( S ta u f fer ( 1 95 6 : 1 3 0) , a ppr ox ima te ly ten  t ons 
of produce per day . 

Among the pr oduce grown were cucumber s , c orn , egg­
p lant s , wa t e r - me lons , pe pper , rad i she s , carr ot s , Chine s e  
cabbag e s , t oma t oe s , onions and pumpkins . The hos pita l s  
on the p la ins rece ived f ir s t  pr ior i ty , fol lowed by troops 
on Guada lcana l and in the We s tern S ol omons . 

This high degree of  pr od uc t iv i ty demanded heavy ca p ita ­
l i sat ion a s  we l l  a s  the prov i s ion o f  a re l iab le supply o f  
wa ter dur ing the dry mid - year months . Wa ter  wa s pumped 
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from the Na l imb iu a nd conveyed by p ipe s to  v a r i ous pa r t s  
o f  the farm . The f inancia l c o s t  o f  the ent e r pr i se  far 
outwe ighed the returns . However , it  wa s not a c ommer c ia l 
undertaking : the a im wa s t o  pr ov ide fre sh vege tab le s to  
b oo s t  t r oo p  mora le . Its  suc ce s s  wa s due t o  a c omb ina t ion 
of fa c t or s , inc lud ing exper t  superv i s ion , mod ern me cha nica l 
equ ipme nt , a s i zeab le tra c t  o f  fer t i l e  land , a nd a large 
number o f  lab ourer s .  

A f ter February 1 945 , a s  the number of  troops  thr oughout 
the S o l omons s tead i ly decrea sed , the a creage cult iva t ed on 
Guada lcana l fe l l . By June 1 945 only 425 a cr e s nea r  the 
pre sent -day Ilu  Farm were s t i l l  under  cult iva t ion ( S tau f fer 
1 95 6 : 1 3 2 ) . 

Mar ch ing Ru le a nd 
deve l opment  o f  the  pla ins 

S o l omon I s lander s had a drama t ic and int e ns ive expe r i ­
ence of  Europea n ma ter ia l good s and idea s dur ing the 
A l l ied occupa t ion fr om 1 942 to 1 945 . Amer ican t r oops were 
generous with the ir money and g o od s , a nd the Tadhimb oko 
t oday d e s c r ibe the Amer icans they  me t d ur ing the wa r a s  
' very kind pe op le ' ( s ee P la t e  3 . 2 ) . The s e  exper ience s 

Photo :  B a in iva l u ,  Gorabau v i l lage 

P la te 3 .  2 .  ' . . .  the Ame r i cans are  kind pe op le ' : a group o f  
Tad himb oko with Un ited S ta te s  mi l itary men in 
Wor ld War II 
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were i n  ma rked c ontra s t  t o  the ir ma s t e r - servant re la t ion­
s:hip wi th Europeans dur ing the pre -wa r per i od . S ome 
Amer ican mi l itary men may have fanned the f lame s  of  d i s ­
c ontent among S o lomon I s landers , but d i s c onte nt and 
re s entment were a lready there : Me lane s ia n  exper ience 
dur ing the war empha s ised and b rought int o  sharp focus 
the ir  unsa t i s fa c t ory pre -war c ond it ions . Na tura l ly there 
wa s a de s ire t o  improve  the i r  l o t . 

The Marching Ru le movement had it s origins  probab ly in 
1 945 among Ma la i tans emp l oyed in the . Lab our C or ps a nd 
Me lane s ia ns l iv i ng in c l o s e  c onta c t  with Amer ican troops . 
Ini t ia l ly i t  a t t empt ed t o  re organise  b a s ic soc ia l and 
p o l i t ica l  organs a long l i ne s  fami l ia r  to Me lane s ian s ; 
la ter a ' cargo cult ' id e o l ogy emerged among i t s  adherent s ,  
who re fu sed t o  co- operate  with , or par t ic ipa te in , any 
Eur opean  enterpr ise . It wa s mo s t  popular dur ing 1 946- 49 
when it had support e r s  in Ma la i ta , Centra l and Ea s tern 
D i s tr ict s , a nd Santa I sabe l .  The movement showed a re ­
markab le ca pa c ity f or organisat ion , which wa s a long 
mi l i tary l ine s . On Ma l a ita , for exa mp le , a govern ing b ody 
of nine chie fs , each aut onomous in his own a rea , me t fre ­
quent ly t o  d i s c us s  ma t t e r s  o f  pol icy . Be l ow the se  ' head 
chie f s ' were ' ful l chie f s ' , ' leader chie f s ' , ' fa rme r 
chie f s ' , and ' dut ie s ' or b odyguards  o f  ' head chie f s ' . 
Marching Ru l e  v i l lage s were picke ted day and night by 
' dut ie s ' .  ' Farmer chiefs ' superv i sed work on c ommuna l 
gardens . The moveme nt had qua s i - na t i ona li s t  a nd po l it ica l 
mot iva t ions : it  a imed to re - exa mine trad i t i ona l cus t oms , 
and create s trong l e a d e r s h ip and d i s c ip l ine for it s a d ­
herents b y  fo s ter ing ant i -European sent iment s .  At  the 
same t ime there wa s a s t r ong d e s ire for ma teria l  pr ogre s s  
a s s oc ia ted with b e t ter s choo l s , hos pi ta l s  and impor ted 
good s . 

Marching Ru le wa s t he expre s s ion of the S o l omon 
I s la nd e r ' s  a t t e mpt t o  improve , in his own way and wi thin 
t he l imi t s  of h i s  own expe r ie nc e , his  cond i t ions of l iv ing . 
Me lane s ians had become u s ed to earn ing high money inc ome s  
dur ing the war and when i t  end e d they dema nded wag e s  a t 
the war - t ime ra te of  $ 2 4  pe r month (Be l shaw 1 947 : 1 87 - 93) . 

European p lant er s . were not ab le or wi l l ing to mee t this 
dema nd , in v iew o f  the d ila pid� ted cond it ion of the ir 
c opra e s ta t e s . The re sult  wa s a dra st i c  s ho rtage o f  p lan-
ta t i on lab our . Hence p lanters  were s l ow in res uming c opra 
prod uc t ion unt i l  March ing Ru le had weakened s u f f i c ient ly 
to a l l ow Me lane s ians in ne ed o f  ca s h  to o f fer the ir 
serv ice s wi thout fear of int imida t i on .  
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I n  the pr oce s s  o f  re organi s a t ion inherent i n  the Mar ch-
Rule , were forme d  a the l ine s  o f  

camps . Inte r ior v i l lage r s  moved d own to the 
c oa s t .  V i l  s were we l l  p lanned and nea t la id out . 
Hous e s  formed a pa t t ern of  three  to f ive r ows . 
B e cau se o f  the ir larger s i ze , Ma rching Rule v i l la g e s  could 
mar s ha l  a grea ter labour force than  pre -war v i l lage s . This 
lab our force wa s on a co l le c t ive ba s i s , ra ther 

t o  the o ld system of ba sed on the 
nuc lear Members  of the new v i l  worked 
on communa Ru le farms where the pe ople  were 

into ' labour batta l i ons ' .  area s were 
c leared and food gardens cu l t iva ted . In s ome ca s e s  c om-
muna l covered e ight t o  ten acre s . I t  wa s hoped 
that eventua l everyb ody woul d  be fed from the se  farms . 
No  d oubt the leaders  o f  the movement ·' Ja cob V ouza in 
par t icular , had seen the succe s s  o f  the Uni ted S ta t e s  Army 
farm a t  I l u , and a t tempt ed t o  emulate it in the ir own 

1 organisat ion . However , they were hand icapped 
by l imited f inan c ia l a nd t e chnica l r e s our c e s , and food 
crops on ly were cult iva ted . 

A s  the movement deve l oped , it s e t  up it s own cour t s  and 
a pp o int ed i t s  own j udge s in oppo s i t ion to  tho s e  crea ted by 
t he Loca l Government Authority . By the end o f  1 947 c om-

int s o f  fa l s e  impr i s onment and highhandedne s s  by 
Marching Rule leader s and threa t s  o f  int imida t ion per ­
suaded the Government tha t  i t s  po l icy of  t o lerance and 

wa s no l onger appropr ia te . Leaders  o f  the mov e ­
ment were arre s ted , tr ied and impr i s oned . This  d id much 
to d i s cred it t he organi sa t ion and s upport for i t  weakened 
c ons iderab When t he movement fe l l  int o  d i srepute many 
communa gardens rapid ly deteriorated , and t oday there i s  
lit t le v i s ib le s ign of  o ld Marching Rule gardens . Only 
t he memory o f  them l inge r s  on , in a subdued fa s hi on . 

B e cause  of  the unse t t led int erna l  s itua t ion immed ia t e ly 
a ft e r  the war and t he labour s hor tage , a s  we l l  a s  the non­
payme nt of war damage compensat i on to planter s l a nd the 

1 War compens a t ion pa id to  the S ol omons wa s r e -
ta ined by  the Government which thought tha t the amount wa s 
sma l l  and in the l ong run would be b e t ter s pent i f  kept a s  

fund t o  f inance spe c i f ic pub l ic such a s. 
1 and Indus t r ia l Loans B oard o 
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poor s t a te o f  the p lantat i ons themse lve s ,  p lante rs  were 
s l ow to re sume copra produc tion . LPPL d id not resume 
c ont ro l and opera t i on o f  it s Guada l cana l e s ta t e s  unt i l  
1 95 1 - 5 2 ; a nd J . C . C .  Wil l ia ms on commenced c opra product i on 
on Berande a t  about the same t ime . 

Dur ing the pa s t  twenty yea rs  there ha s been very l i t t le 
fre sh p lant ing o f  coconut s : a l l  the bear ing pa lms range in 
age from f i f ty to s ixty year s . Thi s i s  a ma j or cause o f  
d e c l ining y ie ld . De s truct ion by coconut pe st s a nd the war 
ha s reduced the a rea o f  bear ing pa lms . Today Berande ' s 
800 a cr e s  o f  coconut s pr oduce about 240 t ons  o f  c opra a nnu­
a l ly .  This g iv e s  a y ie ld of s ix cwt per a cre per annum 
wh ich is ab out the same as pre -war . Prema ture nut fa l l is  
s t i l l  preva lent a nd the potent ia l y ie ld i s  probab ly much 
h i gher . A t Kukum , Lunga a nd Tenaru , y ie l d s  de c l ined 
b e tween  1 9 3 1  a nd 1 940 due large ly to  ear ly nut fa l l , a nd 
a t  Tena ru it wa s s o  s e r ious tha t  the planta t i on wa s c l osed 
in 1 9 3 9 . A fter the war the s e  three e s t a t e s  were ser ious ly 
overgrown wi t h  weeds  and a number o f  b l ock s were heav i ly 
inf e s t ed with Amb lype l t a  (Brown 1 95 7 : 6) .  The c ont r o l  o f  
Amb lype l ta , a lthough not c omplete , ha s been part ia l ly 
s ucce s s ful . The infe s ted area s have been c leared a nd the 
j o int yie ld of the three e s t a t e s  ha s r i sen  c on s iderab ly 
above the pre -wa r  leve l to s tab i l i se  at  more than  f ive 
cwt per a cre pe r a nnum ( see Tab le 3 . 6) .  

Tab le 3 . 6  

Copra yie ld s per a cre a t  LPPL e s ta te s on t he Guada lcana l 
Pla ins a t  se le cted d a t e s  

Year 

1 93 5  
1 9 3 6  
1 9 3 7  
1 95 3  
1 95 4  
1 95 5  
1 9 6 1 
1 9 62 
1 9 63 

Cwt per a cre pe r annum 
Lunga *  Ruavatu 

4 . 05 
3 . 73 
3 . 35 
5 . 5 0  
7 . 00 
6 . 60 
5 . 65 
5 . 7 5  
5 . 64 

7 . 3 3  
7 . 5 4  
6 . 2 7 
1 . 50 
1 . 40 
3 . 00 
8 . 09 
6 . 68 
6 . 74 

* Inc lud e s  Kukum , Lunga and Tenaru e s ta te s . 

S ource s :  Lever Brother s , Sydney , for 1 935 - 3 7  f igure s ; 
Brown ( 1 95 7 : 3 - 8) for 1 9 5 3 - 5 5  f igure s ; f ie ld 
s urvey  for 1 9 61 - 63 figure s . 
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An  a lt erna t ive oppor tunity for Me lane s ians to  earn 
money dur ing 1 9 5 0 - 5 3  wa s scra p�me ta l  co l le c t ion for South 
Pa c i f i c  Trader.s a nd K . H . D . Hay Pty Ltd , for whom the 
p la ins pe ople  opera ted a s  contra ct or s . I t  wa s d if f icu l t  
and a t  t ime s danger ous work b u t  wages were highe r  than 
pre -war rate s : ind ividua l lab ourers  earned $ 14 to  $20 per 
month , without rat ions . The ent ire labour opera t i on wa s 
organi sed and s uperv i sed by the Tadhimboko themse lv e s ; 
the expa t r iate  firms were inv o lved only in the payment 
and export o f  the ' prod uce ' . From the Me lane s ian point 
o f  v iew , thi s wa s a sa t i s fa c t ory and even p opular work ing 
arrangeme nt . 

A f ter 1 9 5 3  the people had t o  look for other avenue s o f  
earn ing ca sh . Loca l ly ,  p lantat ion rehab i l i ta t i on wa s b e ­
g inn ing t o  gather momentum .  Honiara wa s growing and 
provided a marke t for garden produce . However , the latter  
s ource o f  ca sh wa s not  a t  fir s t  ava i lab le t o  l oca l pr o ­
ducer s , chi e f ly b e cause labour rat ions were s t il l  impor ted 
from over s ea s  and Government ini t ia l ly took l it t l e  intere s t  
i n  Me la ne s ian agr iculture o n  the p lains . 

Government  agr icul ture , 1 945 - 5 5 

When the United S ta t e s  Army l e f t  Guada l cana l  in 1 946 , 
I lu Farm wa s turned over t o  the Br i t i sh c iv i l  admin i s tra ­
t ion . For the next three year s I lu wa s the headquar te r s  
o f  the Department o f  Agr iculture . l S ix o f  the seve n ex­
pa tr ia te s t a f f  in the Department of Agr i cu l ture dur ing 
1 94 6  were s tat ioned at I lu . 2 B e tween 1 945 and 1 94 8  I lu 
funct i oned under grea t d if ficul ty , and this  may have con­
t r ibuted t o  the lack , a t  that  t ime , of a clear ly formulated 
pol icy on its  fut ure  role . There were a lways s ta f f  shor t ­
ages , b oth expa t r ia t e  and l o ca l ly tra ined . F or examp l e , 
there wa s no me chan ic a t  I lu dur ing mos t  o f  1 94 6 . 3 Ove r ­
seas  shipping d i f f icult i e s  de layed e s sent ia l  equipment o 
Fr om Augu s t  t o  October  1 945 the Un ited S ta t e s  Army plant ed 
about 300 a cres  of r ice at I lu o  The crop grew we l l  and 
there wa s hope for a heavy y ie ld . But ear ly in 1 9 4 6  ab out 

B S I P  Depar tment o f  Agr i cu l ture , ' Annua l report for 1 94 9 -
50 I �  p . 4 , type s cr ipt . 
2 B S I P  Department of Agr i cul ture , ' Annua l report  for 1 9 4 6 ' ' 
p .  l .  
3 B S I P  Depar tment o f  Agr icul t ure , 'Annua l report for 1 94 6  I , 
p . 1 . 
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ha l f  the area cu l t iva ted wa s a t ta cked b y  l ocus t ;  the s pray ­
ing ef uipme nt ha d not arr ived and much o f  the c r op wa s 
l o st . Dur ing 1 946 , 623 a cre s o f  r ice we re s own a t  I l u .  
Th is  crop ma tured we l'l . However , e s sentia l harve s t ing 
equ ipme nt fa i led to arr ive on t ime and a la rge pa rt  of the 
crop wa s l o s t  be caus e o f  ina b i l ity t o  harve s t ; when equip­
ment d id arr ive  heavy ra infa l l  de layed harve s t ing . 

I lu supp l ied r ice seeds  t o  intere s ted Me lane s ian 
gr ower s ;  3 , 7 45 lb were d is tr ibuted in 1 94 6 , ma inly in 
Ma la ita . 2 La ck of s ta f f  and the shortage of inte rna l 
sh ipp ing prevented c l ose  superv is ion o f  a nd adv ice t o  
l oca l p lanters and much o f  this r ice wa s never harve s ted ; 
tha t  wh ich wa s ha rve s t ed and o f fe red for hu l l ing in 1 94 6  
( 1 3 , 482 lb ) produced only 6 , 867 l b  o f  r ice - and out - t urn 
o f  about 50 per cent - b e ca us e  much of  it had not been 
proper ly c leaned . 

I lu a l s o  supp l ied s ome l ive s t ock , par t i cu la r l y  p igs , t o  
intere s t ed v i l lagers  b e twe en 1 945 a nd 1 94 8 . In  1 94 6 ,  f or 
examp le , 4 8  p ig s  were s o ld . 3 However ,  the demand for 
breed ing s t ock wa s far grea t e r  than the supply . A l though 
the p ig -b reed ing s e c t ion of I l u  wa s relat ive ly s ucce s s ful 
dur ing th is t ime , the whole  farm opera t i on wa s gea red 
t owa rd s r ice product i on which , the Governme nt hoped , wou ld 
make the S ol omons se l f- s u f f ic ient in r ice a t  an ear ly date . 

Dur ing 1 94 8  it wa s pr opo s ed t o  make I lu Fa rm the 
c ountry ' s chie f a gr icultura l demons t ra t ion a nd exper imenta l 
unit . An appl ica t ion f or f ina nc ia l a s s i s t a nce from Common­
wea lth Deve lopment a nd We l fare fund s of $ 62 , 5 00 wa s 
s ubmit t ed t o  the Se cre tary o f  S ta t e  for the C o l onie s a t  
the end o f  that year a nd a pprova l f o r  an init ia l per iod 
of three ye ars  wa s granted in Apr i l  1 949 . A l though I l u 
Farm wa s e s tab l i shed ma inl y for demons tra t ion a nd exper i ­
menta l purpose s ,  it  wa s a l s o  intended t o  produce ca s h  
crops and l ive s t ock . The two ma j or ob j e c t ive s we re : 
( i ) the improvement o f  na t ive agricul tura l pra c t ice ; and 
( i i )  the deve lopment o f  the Guada lcana l gra s s  p la ins by 
me chanised cu l t iva t ion in order to demons tra te ( a )  the 

B S I P  Depa r t ment o f  Agr icul ture , ' Annua l re por t f or 1 94 6 ' ' 
p . 2 .  
2 BS I P  De partment o f  Agr icul ture , 'Annua l r e port f or 1 9 4 6 ' ' 
p . 3 . 
3 BS I P  Depar tment of Agr iculture , ' Annua l repor t f or 1 94 6 ' ' 
p . 4 .  
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fea s ib i l ity o f  the ear ly product i on o f  food s t uf f s  inc lud ­
ing r i ce , roo ts , ground nut s , vege tab le s , poul try and 
meat , ( b )  the e c onomic  pra c t i cab i l ity o f  farming the gra s s  
p la ins , a nd ( c )  the encouragement o f  Me lane s ia n  s e t t leme nt 
on the pla i ns , and the co- opera t ive use of ma chinery and 
imp lement s . l Thus  it wa s hoped tha t  I lu wou ld opera t e  a s  
a mode l  mixed - farm supp lying t o  intere s ted pers ons the 
p lant ing ma te r ia l s  a nd breed ing s to ck a lr eady succe s s ful ly 
tes ted under  loca l  cond it ions . 

I t  wa s or ig ina l l y  expected that , in order for I lu to  
fu l f i l  the s e  ob j e c t ive s , 1 , 5 5 5  a cre s o f  Me lane s ian land 
would be required . Th i s a creage compr i s ed the bulk o f  the 
land cu lt iva ted by the United S t a t e s  Army in 1 943 - 45 . The 
ne g o t ia t i ons b e tween Governme nt and the Me lane s ian owner s  
w� re l ong and inv olved ; they wer e  not fina l i s ed unt i l  the 
or ig ina l I l u  s c heme it se l f  wa s d is cont inued in 1 9 5 5 ! At 
f ir s t  Government wanted t o  purcha s e the land in fee s imp le 
f or $1  to $2  pe r acre ,  b ut comp l e t e  a liena t ion wa s una c ­
ce ptab le t o  the owner s  part icu lar ly a fter  they rea l ised  
the true ext ent o f  a l iena t i on at  Tenava tu and Muv ia ; the 
latter , they contended , had never been re l inqu ished . How­
ever , they were prepared t o  l ea s e  the area t o  Gove rnment . 
When G ove rnment rev iewed the l ong - term future o f  I lu in 
1 95 3 , no s t e p  had been take n  t o  lea s e  the area . Whe n the 
s cheme wa s abandoned in 1 9 5 5 , Government ind icated tha t a 
much sma l le r  area - 1 63 acre s - wou ld be  needed for agr i ­
cultura l expe r iment s and demon s t ra t ions . The lea s e  o f  
s uch an area by the Governme nt wa s a c ceptab le t o  the 
Tadhimb oko owne r s .  

Dur ing the f ir s t  e ighteen mont hs o f  the s cheme , . work on 
b u i ld ing s t ockyard s and fe nce s  proceeded we l l , but crop­
p ing re s u l t s  were poor . The or ig ina l pro j e c t ion wa s for 
the cult iva t ion of up to 3 00 acres  per annum inc lud ing 
cover and green  manure cr ops . In 1 949 on ly 1 7 3  a cr e s  
we re cropped , and i n  1 95 0  o n l y  5 0  acre s . 2 The ini t ia l  
cropp ing programme , there fore , had t o  be  abandone d . On 
the l ive s tock s ide , the or igina l s cheme prov ided for the 
impor t of 50 head of ca t t le in the f ir s t  yea r  and 200 in 
the third year , 3 but the s e  targ e t s  were never  achieved . 

B S I P  Depa r tment of Agr iculture , ' Annua l report f or 1 949-
5 0  I ,  p . 3 . 
2 B S I P  Depar tment o f  Agr icul ture , 'Annua l report for 1 9 49 -
5 0 ' ' p . 4 . 
3 B S I P  Depar tment of Agr icu l ture ,  ' Annua l re port for 1 94 9 -
5 0  I ,  p . 5 . 
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The rea s ons for the fa i lure o f  I lu t o  mea sure up t o  ex­
pecta t i ons are many a nd va ried . S ta f f  shortage s were 
a lways  cr it ica l :  t.he ·  po st o f  a s s i s tant manager wa s f i l led 
f or only e leven months dur ing 1 949 - 54 , and the re wa s no 
me chanic  from Oc t ober 1 95 1  unt i l  the end of 1 9 5 4 . 1 Unt i l  
1 95 4  much o f  the ma ch inery used a t  I l u wa s sa lvaged from 
the Un ited S t a t e s  Army and s pare pa rt s and new equ ipment 
d id not arrive when required . Much-needed r ice seeds  a l s o  
d id not arr ive in t ime f or p lant ing . The f i fty head o f  
ca t t le ordered from F ij i  i n  1 949  were not de l ivered unt i l  
Augu s t  1 9 5 l t a l though buildings and s t ockyard s had been 
c ons t ructed . Added to  the s e  d i f f icu l t ie s  wa s the fa ct 
tha t b y  1 9 5 1  eq uipment and s t ock c o s t s far exceeded 1 94 8  
e s t imat e s . 

De s pite the a pprova l o f  two fur ther supp lementary grant s 
t o  purcha s e  mor e s t ock and eq uipment , it  wa s c l ear by 1 9 5 2  
that the I lu s cheme wa s b e c oming une c onomic . Re l iable  
s ource s show tha t inc ome from the sa le o f  farm produce 
betwe en January 1 949 and Ma rch 1 95 2  wa s suf f ic ient to o f f ­
s e t  on ly about 14  p e r  cent o f  t ota l expe nd iture dur ing 
tha t pe r iod . It wa s a l s o  e s t ima ted tha t tota l income 
f r om the s cheme from 1 949  t o  1 95 6  would o f f s e t  only ab out 
20 per cent of tota l expe nd iture dur ing tha t  t ime . Thus 
the I l u s cheme b e ca me a d i sma l e c onomi c fa i l ure . As we l l  
a s  s ta f f  shor tage s and lack o f  equ ipme nt , le s s  obv ious 
fa c t or s  invo lved in i t s  fa i l ure were lack of pre c i se know­
ledge ab out the phys ica l a t t r ibute s and potent ia l of the 
land , the re la t ive una t t ra c t ivene s s  t o  Eur opeans of the 
S o l omons after 1 945 ( in terms o f  i s o la t ion , high l iving 
c os t s , and po l it ica l ins tab i l ity) , and the apparent ly 
overamb i t i ous na ture o f  the or igina l s cheme . 

The United S ta t e s  Army ha d demons trat ed tha t  a wide 
va r ie ty o f  vege tab le produce c ould b e  grown succe s s fu l ly 
in the a rea ; and thi s wa s pos s ib le dur ing the wa r . Army 
agricul ture wa s intens ive and cont inuous , but s o i l  fer t i­
l ity ra pid ly d e t e r iorated  and it s succe s s  wa s a poor 
ind i ca t or o f  what c ould  be a chieve d dur ing pea ce - t ime . 
However , the Depar tment o f  Agr icul t ure adopted the v iew 
tha t s ince the United S t a t e s  Army had demons trated the 
pract icab i l i ty o f  fa rming the gra s s land s oi l s , there wa s 
no ne ed t o  examine the ir potent ia l and l imita t ions in the 
l ight o f  i t s  own agricul tura l programme . The hav oc 

BSIP Department o f  Agr iculture , 'Annua l report for 1 949-
5 0 ' , and Annua l Re por t s  f or 1 9 5 1 - 5 4  ( 1 95 2 - 5 5 ) . 
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crea ted by p lant p e s t s on vari ous crops showed itse l f  
b e twee n  1 945 a nd 1 94 8 , a s  d i d  the unexpec te d  s pe l l s  o f  we t  
wea ther a t  harves t t ime . S uch b a s ic  fa ctors  a s  s o i l  l imi­
tat ions , pe s t  ha zard s , and cha nges  in wea t her we re not 
s u f f i c iently under s t ood whe n the I lu s c heme wa s being 
planned . The ba s ic in forma t ion wa s simp ly not ava i lab le . 
The pre -wa r Department o f  Agr icul ture wa s sma l l , and it s 
s ta f f pre oc cup ied  with the pr ob lem o f  ear ly nut fa l l . The 
idea s emb odied in the I lu s cheme repre sented a b o[ d , but  
i l l - c ons idered , depa r ture fr om pre -war agricul tura l pra c ­
t ices . 

Under s uch c ir cums tance s it  wa s perhaps t oo much t o  
expe ct even the succe s s ful e s tab l i shment o f  I l u  a s  a 
v iab le comme r c ia l enterpr i se  a nd demon s tra t ion farm dur ing 
the three -yea r pe r iod in it ia lly  e s t ima ted , l e t  a lone the 

of Me lane s ian agr icul ture on the a d j a cent 
ins . It wa s planned t o  enc oura ge the co- opera t ive use 
implement s and ma chinery , but far from ins p ir ing the 

c on f ide nce ne eded t o  s e cure su ch co- operat ion , Gove rnme nt 
undermined the g oodwil l of  the Tadhimb oko by it s ha nd l ing 
o f  the land a l iena t i on que s t ion . Plans were made  t o  d i s ­
t r ibute l ive s tock and new crop s tra ins t o  t he pla ins 
pe ople , and beyond , a nd there  wa s certa inly a dema nd for 
such a s s i s ta nce . However , no s te p s  were  taken to educa t e  
Me lane s ia n  farmer s in the new forms o f  husbandry . 

The ear ly per iod a t  I lu d id l it t le but demons tra t e  the 
pos s ib i l it i e s  o f  me chani sed  crop product i on in the pla ins 
env ironment . La ter  the empha s is  in pr oduc t ion shi fted t o  
the growing o f  root  crops and vegetab le s for Honiara 
marke t l and the I lu enterpr i s e  had an important demons tra ­
t ion e ffect  o n  Me l ane s ian farmers . But the re wa s l it t le 
a t t empt t o  make the scheme funct ion in re lat i on to the 
phys ica l and s ocial  environment , a nd l it t le a t t empt  - or 
even rea l i sat ion of a ne ed - t o  generate a viab l e  Me lane ­
s ian c ommer c ia l e c onomy t o  replace the d imini s hing 
s crap-me ta l  bus ine s s . 

At the t ime I l u wa s planned a nd organi s ed , Kukum agr i ­
cultura l s t a t i on wa s a l s o  e s tab l i shed t o  per form s imi lar 
funct i ons but in a d i f ferent e c o l og i ca l  s e t t ing , for Kukum 
had s t e e per s lope s and le s s  fert ile  s o i l s  than I lu . Kukum 
wa s a l s o  expe c t ed t o  b e come the ma in quarant ine s t a t ion o f  

B S I P De par tment o f  Agr icul ture , Annua l Report s f or 1 95 1 -
5 3  ( 1 952 - 5 4) . 
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the S ol omons . A s  event s proved , the re wa s l it t le l ive ­
s t ock t o  qua ra nt ine . The e f fort s o f  the Department o f  
Agr icu l t ure were d i f fused over two farms pe r f orming s imi ­
la r  funct ions and , with s ta f f  shortage s , c oncent rat ion on 
a s ingl e  pro j e c t  might have been more wor thwhi le . 

A l l  the se  fa c t ors led t o  the d e c i s i on t o  lea se  I lu Farm . 
t o  pr iva te enterpr ise . I n  1 95 5  A . R .  De thr idge a cqu ired a 
nine ty- nine -year lea se  on I l u ,  but he found tha t it wa s in 
a poor s ta t e , and wa s unab l e  to  ob ta in the ne ce s sary cap i ­
ta l  f o r  a s uc ce s s ful opera t i on . He nce he wa s forced t o  
withdraw from I lu and i n  1 95 6  the lea s e  wa s t rans ferred t o  
K . H . D . Hay Pty Ltd which ha s o pera t ed the prope r ty ever 
s ince . 



Chapter 4 

P opul a t i on and s e t t l ement 

The s iz e  of the pres ent popul a t i on 

T o day.  th e Gua dal cana l  P la ins have an e s t imat e d  popu­
l a t i on o f  about 2 , 800 , or appr oxima t el y  1 7  p er c e nt of 
the t ot a l  popu l at ion of  Gua da l c ana l . Appr oxima t e l y  7 1  
per c ent  o f  the Gua da l cana l P l ains  popu l a t i on are per­
manent l y  r e s i dent in the  v i l l ages  o f  the  p l a ins . 1 Thi s  
pr opor t i on i s  about equa l l y  shar e d  between T a dhimb oko E a s t  
a n d  W e s t . T h e  r ema in der can b e  c onvenient l y  c a l l e d  non­
vi l l a ge popu l a t i on - l ab our er s an d t heir fami l ie s  perma ­
nent l y  r e s i dent i n  p l antat ions a n d  other work-pl a c e s , 
ch i l dr en in b oar ding s chool s ,  and pat ient s in th e one 
l eper h o s p i t a l  in the area . 

The popu l a t i on of  the p lains  has  undoub t e dl y  increa s e d  
s ince the c ensus o f  the S o l omons i n  1 9 31 , a c l ear r ever s a l  
of  the dec l ine wh ich ob s erver s dur ing th.e f ir s t  two decade s 
o f  thi s c entury pr e dicte d wou l d l e a d  u l t imat el y  t o  the 
di sappearanc e of the Me l ane s ian peop l e  ( R�ver s 1 9 2 2 ) . 
H owever , the extent o f  thi s i ncre a s e  i s  not  c l ear . The 
f igur e s  in T ab l e  4 . 1  sugge s t  an average incr ea s e  of ab out 

F or the pur p o s e s  o f  thi s study ,  a vi l lager who r e s i de s  
permanent l y  i n  a vil l a ge but works e i ther fu l l - t ime or 
par t - t ime at a nearby p l ant at ion i s  r e gar ded as a v i l l a ge 
r e s i dent . Only a f ew M e l ane s ians o f  the p l a ins go da i l y  
fr om their vi l l age s t o  work o n  p l antat i ons a n d  a t  other 
Eur opean ent erpr i s e s . The s e  inc l u de thr ee men empl oye d 
b y  the S o l omon I s l a nds T imber C o . a t  T enavatu , one each 
fr om Sua gi and Gor abau and f our from Tau working a t  
B er an de p l antat i on ,  and t en men from Reko who wer e empl oy­
ed f or a t ime as ' brusher s ' a t  Ruavatu p l ant a t i on . I t  i s  
only when the who l e  f amily  move s t o  a p l ant a t i on or other 
p l a c e  of  work within the pla ins that i t  cea s e s  to b e  r e ­
gar de d a s  vi l lage p opula t ion . 
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Village 

Tadhimboko West 
Gaimal i 
Gilutae 
Sopapera 
Abuab i l i  
Makile 
Ra vu 
l:ifal imera 
Susui 
Oba 
Selaghoghoro 
Nalivovo 
Sape 
Taraia 
Komuporo 
Komunivele 
Papagu 
Kali tonia 
Kol i 
Tumurora 
Volonavua 
Bebe 
Marui 
Komuvaolu 
Kokomu 
Tatau/Komidi 
Par is i s i  
Tenahulu 
Tetere 
Gorabau 
Suagi 
Roroni 
Binu 
Komunikau 
Total 

Male 

19 

1 6  

27 
1 3  
1 5  
25 
39 

26 

38 

20 

238 

1931 
Female 

2 7  

2 0  

28 
14 
21 
28 
1 6  

38 

47 

2 0  

259 

Table 4 . 1  

Tadhimboko village populat ion at five dates between 1931 and 1966 

Total 

46 

36 

5 5  
2 7  
3 6  
53 
5 5--=--

Nov.-Dec . 1953 
Total 

64 � 
8 5  

' 52 
124 

40 ---11>118 

497 294 

Feb . 1955 Sept. 1957 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male 

25 

40 

24 

2 2  

1 9  
2 6  

3 5  
6 6  
5 4  

343 

23 

36 

24 

2 1  

2 1  
3 0  

1 2  
15 

34 
50 
50 

316 

48 -.._������========�==: 18 
13 -� - 10 

9 
7 6 -1Biiiii�§§§§§§§§§��========�; 24 

20 
9 

48 

1 7  
4 
4 
6 =� ll 

43 � � ::; 
� �  � H  

;;;�:: 2 6  
6 
6 

38 

69 
116 
104 

659 

74 

74 

6 2  

62 

136 

136 

28 
69 
62 

23 
545 

1966 
Female 

28 
14 

8 
10 
29 
1 1  
1 1  
1 1  

5 
7 
4 J 
4 
7 
9 

2 7  
7 

3 6  
23 

8 

19 
3 0  

4 
6 

40 

39 
78 
60 

18 
5 5 6  

Total 

46 
27 
18 
19 
53 
31 
20 
28 

9 
1 1  
1 0  

9 
1 1  
1 8  
21 
64 
1 9  
62 
39 

1 3  

40 
56 
1 0  
1 2  
78 

6 7  
147 
122 

41 
1 , 10 1  

O"I 0 



Tadhimboko East 
Talaura I � 18 21 39 73 43 32 75 1 �10 1 1  21 
Talaura II J 51 51 102 18 21 39 
yugalonga ) 1 3  11 24 
Nal ikoba 3 3 6 
Bebe 28 28 56 30 36 6 6  
Vura 21 32 53 20 28 48 25 20 4 5  
Tumutabuto 51 28 26 54 
Tau �28 18 46 26 22 48 30 19 4 9  
Kaio 3 11 1 4  } 5 2 34 86 30 26 56 23 29 52 
Baba la 12 21 33 186 11 6 1 7  
Legalau 21 17 38 17 18 35 18 13 3 1  
Tadhimboko 
Tumubosa 27 26 53 86 51 39 90 67 52 119 �31 40 71 
Uni 1 7  11 2 8  
S irotala 13 4 1 7  
S akevolo 35 27 62 10 13 2 3  
Tai vu 1 3  1 5  2 8  7 5  4 7 3 9  86 13 24 
Tenagau 6 9 1 5  
Mataga 11 2 6  
Tiviale 1 8  2 4  4 2  1 7  1 3  1 0  2 3  2 9  2 8  5 7  � 7 12 1 9  
Tina 11 13 24 
Ko rave 1 1 2 
S adel en i  1 4  1 0  24 
Aroaro . 14 3 1 7 
Karekoka 8 6 14 21 24 4 5  
Bokoagau 2 2  28 50 5 4  2 1  25 46 38 39 77 
Nalivovo L 8 3 11 
Tabunimane 22 21 43 19 21 40 
Komumataga 21 11 3 2  
Borakoko 6 9 1 5  
Reko 3 3  2 6  59 48 32 80 II> 29 30 5 9  
Tutumu 5 6 11 
Begotathi 

} 
29 31 60 26 24 50 -==-=--==-=:10 11 2 1  

Salevana 44 6 7 1 3  
Kakalao 34 13 14 27 14 18 32 9 19 2 8  
Teatupa 2 4  19 4 3  48 26 19 45 33 22 55 17 12 29 
Komukama 65 33 35 68 41 38 79 36 37 7 3  
Dadae 5 10 1 5  
Komuvaolu •14 1 6  3 0  
Tavugianuru 38 16 17 33 12 14 26 -

--

Tenakago 26 18 8 26 16 9 25 -----
Veragono ----.1 6  18 34 
Tathimane 63 31 28 59 26 32 58 ( Tenahulu ) 
Tuavarava 17 11 28 ( Vura )  
Komurarata 1 7  7 2 4  (Tau) 
Total 237 243 480 8 60 471 404 875 547 495 1 , 042 580 569 1 , 149 
Grand total 4 75 502 977 1 154 814 720 1 534 621 55 7 1 178 1 ,  125 1 ,  125 2 2 5 0  O'\ 
Source s :  Census of the BS I P  (1931) for 1931 figures ; yaws p ilot survey ( 1953 ) for 1953 figure s ;  headcount , Guadalcanal Council ( 1955 ) for 1955 figures ; 1--' 

yaws eradication campaign ( 1956-58 ) for 1957 figures ;  and field survey for 1966 figures . 
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3 . 5  per cent p e r  annum b e tween 1 9 3 1  a n d  1 9 66 in the vi l ­
l a ge populat ion o f  T a dhimboko We s t  a l one . I n  v i ew o f  the 
pr ob ab l e  inc omp l e t ene s s  of the 1 9 31 c ensu s , l thi s  f i gur e 
s eems far t o o  h i gh . An average rate  o f  increase  o f  1 t o  
2 per c ent i s  mor e l ike ly . I t  i s  h i ghly pr ob ab l e ,  t o o , 
that th e p o s t -war rate  o f  increase  ha s been much h i gher 
than that o f  the pre -war year s when epi demics { o f  mea s l e s  
and dys entery wer e frequent and endemic di s e a s e s  wide­
s prea d . 2 

I t  i s  prob ab l e  that T a dh imb oko We s t  a lmos t doub l e d i t s  
v i l l a ge populat ion i n  the dec a de a fter 1 9 5 5 , ma inly 
through natur a l  incre a s e  and a net inwa r d  m i grat i on . M i ­
gra t ion i n t o  t h e  area has b een mos t import ant s ince the 
m i d- 1 9 5 0 s , par t icul ar ly  of Mal a it ans . Mor e over , r e s i­
dent s in a l a r ge vil l a ge in the int e r i or o f  T a dh imboko 
E a s t  m i grat e d  down to t he pl a ins  in T a dhimb oko We s t  in 
1 9 5 8 . Y e t  perhap s  the ma j or s ingle c ause  of popu l a t ion 
incre a s e  s ince the m i d- 1 9 5 0 s  is the general  impr ovement 
in heal th and medical fac il i t i e s  thr ough out the S ol omon s : 
yaws has  been era dic a t e � ;3 acce s s  t o  the Central Hospit a l  
at  Honiara h a s  impr ove d gre a t l y ; � T e t er e  Lepro sar ium pro­
v i de s  out -pat ient treatme nt to many p e opl e ; and r ecent ly  
the  Guada l c anal  C ounc i l  b e gan a r ural hea l th c l inic a t  
B inu t o  s erve both c oa s t a l  and bu sh v i l l a ge s  o n  the p l a ins . 

In  T a dh imb oko E a s t  the vi l l a ge p opu l at ion ha s increa s e d  
only s li ght ly s inc e the mid-1950s  because there i t  i s  mor e  
d i f f icul t  t o  s ecure pr oper me dical c a r e  and there i s  a n et 
outwar d migrat i on . 

A l though the p opu l a t ion of  the p l a ins  has  inc r e as e d  
s ince the 1 9 5 0 s , t he rate  o f  inc r e a s e  var i e s  b etween vi l ­
la ge s . A l s o ,  s ome v i l l a ge s  have expe r ienc e d  a mark e d  de­
c l ine . T ab l e  4 . 2  shows the extent o f  populat i on change 
b e tween 1 9 5 5  and 1 9 6 6  in s ome T a dhimb oko We s t  vi l la ge s . 
The great e s t  r e la t ive incr ea s e s  have occur r e d  at  Kol i and 

1 See  Appendix A .  
2 B SIP  Annual Report f or 1 9 3 1  ( 1 9 3 2 : 5 ) . 
3 S e e  Appendix A .  
4 I n  Ror oni , for examp l e , 2 o f  the chi l dren b orn b etween 
1 9 5 7  and 1 9 6 1 wer e  b orn a t  H oniara Centra l  H o s p i t a l  and 
15  were born a t  home ; be tween 1 9 61 and 1 9 66 the numb er s 
wer e  8 and 1 2  r e s pe c t ively . 
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P apagu , to  which some pre -war r e s i dent s  an d their depend­
ant s who r e s i de d  e l sewher e in 1 9 55  have returne d .  A net 
i nwar d mi grat i on from the c oa s t a l  v i l l ages  of  T a dh imboko 
Ea s t  and natura l  increase  are l argely r e s pons ib l e  f or the 
i ncrea s e  at Suagi . At Ror oni b oth natur a l  i ncr eas e and 
i nwar d migr a t i on fr om other par t s  of T a dhimb oko We s t  have 
b e en inf l uent ia l . Makil e , B eb e  and Tumur ora have exper ­
i ence d  the grea t e s t  r e l a t ive decrea s e s , thr ough outwar d 
migrat i on t o  o ther par t s  o f  T a dh imb oko We s t . The pre s ent 
r e s i dent s o f  Mal uka , Tu tuva , Ravu and Na l imera l ive d at 
Makil e  in 1 9 55 . B ebe ' s and Tumur or a ' s  l o s s e s  c ompr i s e  the 
new v i l l a ge of Komuvaolu , e s tab l i shed a f t er 1 9 5 9 . A s imi­
lar pat t ern o f  popu l a t ion r e shu f f l e  has  occurre d  in T a dhim­
boko Ea s t  s ince 1 9 5 5 . F or exampl e , s ome r e s ident s of  
Teatupa a c c ompani e d  the  Tenahul u  vil l a gers  in the ir migra�  
t ion fr om Tathimane to  the pr e s ent s ite  in 1 9 5 9 . Dur ing 
1 9 62  th e P r o t e s t ant s e c t i on of Ta l aura II move d fur ther 
ea s t  and e st ab l i sh e d  the vi l la ge o f  Vugal onga . 

Tab l e  4 . 2  

Maki l e 7 6  5 3  - 2 3  - 30 . 2 6 
Ga ima l i  48 46 - 2 - 4 . 1 6 
Papagu 4 3  64 +21  +48 . 8 3 
Kol i 40 62 +22  +55 . 00 
B eb e  2 4  1 3  - 1 1  -45 . 8 3 
Tumur ora 56  39 - 1 7  - 30 . 35 
Gorabau 69 67 - 2 - 2 . 8 9 
Suagi 1 1 6  1 4 7  + 3 1  +26 . 7 2  

S ourc e s : H ea dc ount , Gua da l canal C ounc i l  ( 1 9 5 5 ) f or 1 9 5 5  
f igur e s ; f ie l d  s urvey f or 1 9 6 6  f i gure s . 

F i g . 4 . 1  i l l u s tr a t e s  t he age- sex 
l age popu l a t ion of T a dhimb oko West . 
over f ema l e s  in the a ge gr oup s 2 5 - 2 9  
exc e s s  o f  fema l e s  over mal e s  i s  mo s t  
gr oup s 1 0- 1 4 , 1 5 - 1 9  an d 20- 24 year s , 

s tructure o f  the vi l ­
Mal e s  pre domina t e  
year s an d ab ove . The 
pr onounce d  in the age  
l ar ge l y  becau se mal e s  
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aged  1 0- 1 4  year s and s ome of thos e  a ge d  1 5 - 1 9  are a t t end­
ing b oar ding s ch ool s , l whi l e  the a ge g roup 20 - 24 year s 
and tho s e  1 5 - 1 9  year s out of  s chool  are empl oye d out s i de 
T a dh imb oko We s t , most l y  in H oniara , S anta I sab e l  and the 
Ru s s e l l  I s l ands . 

The popu l a t i on of  T a dh imb oko We s t  i s  a youth ful one , 
a s  Tab le  4 . 3  shows . The s e  f i gur e s  ensure a rapi d r a t e  of  

T ab l e  4 . 3 

Percent a ge o f  populat i on aged  0 - 1 4  year s in 
T a dh ifub oko We s t  vil la ge s , 1 9 6 6 

Ror oni 1 2 2 4 7 . 54 
Komunikau 4 1  48 . 78 
Gorabau 6 7  3 7 . 31 
Suagi 1 4 7  4 7 . 62 
Tenahul u  7 8  48 . 72 
Kokomu "'( 68 5 1 . 4 7 
Tumur ora 3 9  4 6 . 1 5 
B eb e  1 3  2 3 . 07 
Komuva olu 40 45 . 00  
T a  t au 1 0. 30 . 00 
Kol i  62  54 . 8 3 
P apagu 64 7 8 . 1 2  
Ka l i t onia 1 9  4 7 . 36 
Komupor o 1 8  44 . 44 
Komunive l e  2 1  5 7 . 1 4  
Na l  imb iu ·k·k 7 9  64 . 5 5 
Gaima l i 4 6  4 1 . 3 0  
Makil e  5 3  4 7 . 1 7 
Gilutae  2 7  44 . 44 

* Includes  Par i s i s i 1 s 1 2  per s on s . 
1'd:: I ncl u de s  T a dh imboko l iv in g  on b oth s i de s  of the 

Nal imb iu River . 
*** I nclude s  Mal aitan migr ant s a t  Susui , Ravu , Abuab i l i , 

Taraia  , and Oba .  

Such a s  Kul u  in T a dh imb oko E a s t , Tenahul u  and N a j  il a gu 
in T a dhimb oko W e s t , an d S t  J o s eph ' s C o l l ege a t  Tenaru ; 
other s go further a f iel d t o  V i sal e , Maravovo and P awa . At 
pr e s ent , a l engthy f orma l  e ducat ion i s  s t i l l  l ar ge l y  the 
pr er ogat ive of men ; c omparative ly few young gir l s  from 
T a dh imb oko pr oce e d  beyond the vi l l age- s chool l evel which 
woul d ent a i l  travel b eyond the r e gi on . 
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natura l  increa se  i n  the futur e , pr ov i de d  there i s  no 
l ar ge - s c a l e  outwar d mi grat i on , wh ich appear s unl ike l y . 
L i t t l e  i s  known about f er t i l ity and mor tal ity r a t e s  in 
the S o l omons , but it is r e a s onabl e  to a s sume tha t , as in 
other deve l oping P aci f ic c ount r i e i ,  mor ta l ity is fal l ing 

. whi l e  f er t il i t y  i s  a t  a h i gh level . Within the next 
deca de 5 . 4 per c ent of the tota l p opulat i on ( a l l  f ema l e s ) 
wil l pa s s  ou t o f  their rep ro duc t ive s pan , whi l e  about  1 5  
per c ent o f  the pre sent p opul at i on t ake their  p l ac e . The 
cer ta inty of futur e  increa s e s  is r e infor c e d  by the 
impr ovement s in heal th and l ivi ng c on dit ions a c c ompanying 
the pr e s ent c ampaign to  eradicate  mal ar ia . 

P opu l a t i on di s tr ibut ion and popul a t ion den s i ty 

Almo s t  8 0  per c ent o f  the t ot a l  pla ins popul at i on l ive 
on , or within one mil e  o f , the c oa s t . The r ema inder l ive 
by , or c l os e  t o ,  wat er - c our s e s  t rave r s i ng the p l a ins ( s ee 
F ig .  4 . 2 ) . That thi s  di s tr ibut i on pat t ern i s  a l ong­
e s t ab l i she d one can b e  seen in a c ompar i s on wi th the 
a pparent populat ion di s t r ibut ion in 1 9 3 1  ( s e e  F i g� . 4 . 3  
and 4 . 4 ) . The c l os e  a s soc iat ion o f  the popu l a t i on with 
sea and s tream is c ormnon throughout  the Pac i f ic I s lands , 
f or s ea and s tr eam supplement a l argely  vegetab l e  die t . 
H owever , the l ack o f  r e e f s  in T a dhimb oko , and  the c onse­
quent s carc i ty of  sea  foods , c ontr ibu t e  to  the ins i gni f i ­
c ant r o l e  o f  the s e a  here , , i n  c ompar i s on wi th ar e a s  s uch 
a s  V i sa l e , t o  the we s t  o f  H oniar a . T a dh imboko men and 
women ar e very rarely s een making the ir way to the s ea 
with  sp ear s , ne t s ,  h ooks and l ine s ,  a l though they do f i sh 
by the r iver banks . In  the p a s t , di s tant and extended 
f i shing exped ft ions wer e under t aken,  but they are rare 
t o day . 

A pr ob ab l e  fac t or in thi s  popul a t ion di s t r ibut ion i s  
the s ign i f icant e l ement i n  the c ont emporary popu l a t i on 
o f  the p l a ins which i s  c omp o s e d  of  peop l e  who se anc e s t or s  
came a s  warr ior s from Nggel a an d S avo . They fou gh t , de­
f ea t e d  and pu she d back the or i g ina l inhab i tant s ,  and  
t en de d  to  s e t t l e  c l o se to  the c oa s t . T o day , h owever , 
this  e l ement i s  thor ough l y  fus e d  thr ough int ermarr iage 
with peopl e from the int er ior and other par t s  of  Gua dal ­
cana l . 

There i s  a l s o a c l o s e  c orr elat i on b e twee n  popu l at i on 
di s t r ibut ion and f or e s t  l and . V i l l ages are e s t ab l i sh e d  
e i ther o n  f or e s t  l and o r  a t  the j unc t i on of  for e s t  and 
gra s s  becau s e  peop l e  r e l y  heav i l y  on the s oi l  and other 
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r e s ourc e s  o f  the fore s t  - it s bush t imber , thatch mat er ­
ial , an d e dib l e  wil d vegetabl e s  a n d  frui t . The gra s s ­
land i s  avoi de d  a s  a place  o f  r e s i denc e . 

On the b a s i s  o f  the pre s ent e s ti ma t e d  popul a t i on o f  
the Gua da l cana l P lains , t h e  a r e a  ha s a n  avera ge population 
den s i ty of  24 per s on s  per s quare mil e , 1 with c on s i derab l e 
var i a t i on thr oughout the p l a ins . I n  T a dhimb oko We s t , l an d  
al i ena t i on ha s l ef t  only about twenty- thr ee s quare mi l e s  
s t i l l  under nat ive t enure s o  i t  ha s an average dens ity o f  
4 7  per s ons  per s quar e mile . The p o s i t i on a t  Suagi and 
Gorabau t ends to appr oach thi s average  dens i ty :  2 14 per ­
s on s  sub s i s t  on s l igh t l y  mor e than f ive s quar e mil e s  o f  
land , wi th a n  average p opu l a t i on dens i ty o f  about 42  per ­
s ons per s quare mi le . Thi s  f i gure i s  doub l e d  we s t  o f  the 
Na l imb iu River in the t r iangular area b ounde d by Gilutae , 
Na l imera a nd Ga imal i ,  where only ab out 2 . 5  s quar e  mil e s  
o f  land are ava i l ab l e  t o  2 1 4  per s ons and ther e i s  an 
average popu l a t i on dens i t y  of  8 5  per s on s  per s quare mi l e . 

The pre s sure o f  v i l l age popul a t i on on ava i l ab l e  l an d  
wi l l  undoub t e dl y  increa se , par t icular ly  a s  p opu l a t i on 
increas e s  and there i s  l i t t l e l ikel ihood  o f  ma s s  ou twar d 
migrat i on .  At  Suagi and Gorabau 42 per c ent o f  pe opl e  
a r e  s t i l l  under 1 5  year s o f  a ge , a s  are 4 4  per c ent a t  
Gilutae  a n d  Gaimal i .  Moreover , the ant ic ipat e d  replace­
ment o f  5 . 4 per c ent o f  the  total  vi l l a ge p opu l a t i on ( a l l  
women s t i l l  i n  their repr oduct ive s pan ) b y  1 5  per c ent o f  
th e pr e s ent t ot a l  by t he mi d- 1 9 7 0 s  i s  c er ta in t o  incr ea s e  
l oc a l  . popu l a t ion dens it ies  on the p l a ins by a s  much a s  
three  t o  f our t ime s t he overa l l  T a dhimb oko avera ge dur ing 
the s ame per i o d . 

M i grat i on t o  the s outhea s t  in 1 942  

Japane s e  f orc e s  captur e d  Tul a g i  and occup i e d  nor thern 
Gua dal cana l  in May 1 942 . The f ol l owing Augus t Uni t e d  
S ta t e s  mar ines l ande d  a t  Tenaru Beach . The ensui ng s ix 
months - unt i l  F ebruary 1 943 when r ema ining Japane s e  
f orce s  wer e evacuat e d  - s aw s ome o f  the mo s t  f iercely  
c ont e s t e d  b at t l e s  in the Pac i f i c  c ampaign . Dur ing th i s  
per i od the p opul a t ion o f  the Gua da l c ana l  P l a iris exper i ­
enc e d  a mo st viol ent upheava l ; nothing s imi l ar in scal e 
and intens ity ha d ever oc curr e d  b e f or e . A s  the heavie s t  
f i ghting t ook p l a c e  b etween th e P oha and Na l imb iu r iver s , 
the peop l e  move d f or r e fuge t o  the h i l l s  and bush of  the 

1 Th i s  i s  ab out  twice  the avera ge f or the who l e  S o l omons 
and thr e e  t ime s that f or Gua da l c ana l . 



s outh ea s t , par t icular ly  ar ound Kaka l a o , Teatupa and 
Ker eura ( s ee  F ig . 4 . 5 ) . 
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When Gua dal canal wa s fina l l y  under Al l i e d  c ontr o l  and 
c ons truc t i on o f  a huge trans i t  c amp b e gan , va s t  s tretche s 
of land s outh of the p l a ins wer e dec l ar e d  prepar a t ory 
comb a t  range area s ( s ee F i g . 3 . 3 ) . The Ta dhimb oko were 
t ol d  t o  move fur ther to  the s outhea s t  and they r et r ea t e d  
t o  Komu l e  wh ich wa s c ons ider e d  reas onab ly  s a f e  from enemy 
mo l e s ta t ion . T a dhimb oko wh o j o ine d the Lab our C orps  
dur ing 1 94 3-45 came from that ar ea . L i f e  s tar t e d  a fr e sh , 
but ther e wa s a lways an a tmospher e of  vi gil anc e  and 
anxiety . 

per s onnel le ft  i n  1 946 , the T a d­
h imboko move d once mor e . Many pe op l e , par t icular ly  th ose  
who s e  o l d  home s lay wes t  o f  the  Met epono , qu ickly r eturned 
to the c oa s t  to s alvage wha t ever e quipment they c ou l d  fr om 
the r ema in s o f  the mil i t ary e s t abl i shment . H owever , ther e 
wa s no pre s s ing nee d f or mo s t  t o  re turn t o  the ruins of 
pr e-war v i l l ages  which o f f er e d  nothing for sub s i s t ence . 
Unl ike the swi ft movement of peop l e  t o  the s outhea s t  in 
1 942 , the ret urn m i grat i on was s l ow ,  and there wer e a num� 
ber of  t emp orary s t op s . F or instanc e , the pr e-war occu­
pant s of B inu ( now in Ror on i )  l e ft  Komul e for Kaka l a o  ear ly 
in 1 9 4 6 . Dur ing the f ir s t  hal f of  1947 they move d down t o  
Tut umu where they s p ent the r e s t  o f  that year . l M o s t  of 
1 948 wa s s pent a t  Paona di , wh i l e  Komuva tha wa s f ir s t  s ta r t e d  
ab out the mi ddl e of  1 949 . The move t o  Ror oni wa s n o t  c om­
p l e t e d  unt il ear l y  1 9 5 1 . 

Many pre -war r e s i dent s of Kol i , Papa gu and Gaima l i 
accompanied  the B inu p e op l e  in the ir we s twar d m i gra t i on . 
S ome o f  .them di d not r e tur n t o  the ir ol d v i l l ages but 
chose  to make Ror oni their ·  new home . Other s r eturne d t o  
the ir ol d v i l l ages  dur ing 1 9 5 8  a n d  1 9 5 9 . 

Thu s i t  wa s not unt i l  ab out 1 9 5 0- 5 1  that the p opu l a ­
t i on dis t r ibut ion of  T a dhimboko We s t , and the p l a ins 
genera l l y , r e s emb l e d  tha t of the pre -war per io d . A l though 
mos t  pr e-war v i l la ge s it e s  were r eoccupie d ,  s ome new one s 
were cho sen : Ror oni replaced  B inu , Gorabau super s e de d  
T e t er e , and Tumur ora wa s r e s i ted  s ome d i s t ance fr om i t s  

I t  wa s fr om tha t  vi l l a ge tha t Jacob V ouza direc t e d  the 
March ing Rul e  on Guadalcanal . 
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pre-war l ocat i on . New haml e t s  such a s  Komunikau a l s o  
sprang up dur ing thi s  we s twar d mi grat ion . 

7 3  

S ince 1 9 5 0  two t r ends have b een appar ent i n  the di s ­
tribut i on of the vi l l age p opul a t i on of  Tadhimb oko We s t , 
b oth inv olv ing the movement of  peop l e  away from e s tab ­
l i shed : new vil lage s have b een s tar t e d ,  and more 
indiv i dual s et t l ement s have s prung up . New vi l lages  were 
e s t ab l i shed  when e i ther r e s i dent s o f  an ol d vi l l a ge di s ­
p er s e d  t o  f orm a number of new s et t l ement s or a numb er o f  
r e s i dent s in one o r  more vi l l ages  move d t o  a new s i te . 

The c l ear e s t  exampl e  o f  the break-up of  a who l e  v i l  
l a ge i s  V o l onavua , a pr e -war v i l l age t o  whi ch former 
r e s i dent s r et urne d a f t er 1 94 6 . B oth be f ore  and a f t er the 
war , a numb er o f  p e op l e  from Vol onavua ha d b een fat a l l y  
a t tacke d  by cr oc o dile s whi ch inf e s t e d  the creeks s outh 
and ea s t  of the vi l lage , wh o s e  name it s e l f  means ' pl ac e  
o f  c r o c o di le s ' . V ol onavua r e s i dent s thus f e l t  une a sy and 
ins ecur e about  the s it e , and the hur r icane which s truck 
northern Gua da l canal in January 1 9 5 2  wa s the f inal b l ow .  
W i th no s trand vegetat i on t o  pr ot ect  the v i l l a ge from 
gal e - for ce winds , hou s e s  and other bui l dings wer e  c om­
p l e t ely de s tr oye d and at  l e a s t  ninety peop l e  were  l e f t  
home l e s s . A gr oup move d t o  Tumur ora , whi l e  th e r ema inder 
buil t t emp orary h ou s e s  at  Maru i ,  north of Tumur ora . S ome 
of those who move d to Tumur ora e s tab l i sh e d  the v i l lage of 
B eb e  - ab out ha l f -way be tween Kol i  and Tumur ora - in 
1 95 3 - 54 . The B eb e  people  f ound thems e l ve s  s ome di s t ance 
from the ir tradi t i onal gar dening l and s outh of V o l onavua 
and a l ong the l e f t  bank of the Metepono R iver ; there wa s 
l it t l e  ava il ab l e  gar dening l and north o f  B eb e , and gra s s  
domina t e d  the ar ea s we s t  and s outh . A s s ociat e d  with thi s 
appar ent l and sh ort a ge were s oc ia l  fac t or s . A f ew B eb e  
r e s i dents  voiced  new and r ival cl a ims t o  l and in the 
imme dia t e  v i c inity of the vil lage in oppo s it ion t o  s ome 
o f  the ir number . Re l a t i ons b ecame s tr a ine d and f ive 
c l os ely  r e l a t e d  B ebe househol ds f ound them s e lve s f or c e d  
t o  move out . Komuva o l u  wa s chosen a s  the ir new h ome 
b ecau s e , accor ding to the ir l ea der , that was the ir ' true ' 
anc e s tr a l  l and . They wer e  j oine d  b y  a sma l l group fr om 
V o l onavua who ha d rema ine d at  T umur ora , whi l e  three hou s e ­
hol ds bui l t  hous e s  a t  Tatau . 

Marui pr oved t o  b e  mor e permanent than or iginal ly  in­
t ende d .  It exi s t e d  unt i l  abou t  1 9 60 when the l ocal  b i g­
man dec i de d  t o  move the v i l l a ge t o  h i s  mamat a  l an d  at  
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K okomu . Marui r e s i dent s ,  par t icul ar ly  tho s e  c l os e l y  
a s s o c ia t e d  wi th the b i g-man , were a l s o i n  c on f l i c t  wi th 
s ome Tumur or a  r e s i dent s , e specia l ly over the u s e  of  
c o c onut grove s in the area . 

Gilutae  i s  a pos t - 1 9 5 9  vi l l age who s e  f our hou s eh o l d s  
ha d previ ou s ly l ive d in three  di f f erent vi l l a ge s . The 
l ocal  b i g-man - a l s o  the l and- owner - r e s i de d  a t  Komupor o 
b e f or e  1 95.g , He  ha d been informe d by s ome Makil e  r e si ­
dent s that a part icul ar fam i l y  in that v i l l a ge wa s a dvan­
c ing a r iva l c l aim to the owner ship  of  G i lutae . The b ig­
man ' s r ea c t ion wa s swi f t  and dec i s ive : he r e que s t e d  two 
h ou s eho l d  hea ds c l os e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  wife and then 
l iv ing at Gaimal i t o  help  h im e s t ab l i sh the new vi l l age . 
At the s ame t ime he arrange d f or the marriage of a young 
man fr om Bebe in Tadhimboko E a s t  to a Gaima l i  woman . 
The new c ouple  were ob l ig e d  t o  re s i de a t  Gilutae . 

Tenahul u · i s  uni que ins ofar a s  i t  involve d the mas s 
migrat ion o f  a whol e  v i l l age . The Tenahul u  occup i e d  
T a th imane o n  the l e ft bank of the B erande River unt i l  
1 9 5 9 . F o l l owi ng a n  ar gument over the u s e  of  p i g - f ee ding 
l and in  whi ch the l ocal b i g -man wa s opp o s e d  by the l and­
owning fami ly  r e s i den t in another vil l a ge , the v i l l a ge 
wa s sh i f t e d  down t o  the p l a ins  where the b ig-man c l a ime d 
land-owne r ship r i ght s . 

Sma l l  i s ol a t e d  s et t l ement s in T a dh imb oko We s t  wer e  
e s t ab l i sh e d  by in divi dua l fam il ie s a ft er 1 954 . S ome o f  
th em have ha d the ir p opulat ion augment e d  s ince then by 
the arr iva l of  o ther h ou sehol ds . Oba , S e l a gh oghot o ,  
Na l ivovo , Sape , Na l imera , Ravu an d Par i s i s i  � ie within 
th e b l ock of l and known as Muvia .  S ince 1 948 , when the 
Government a c qu ire d t it l e  to thi s l and·, the Tadhimb oko 
ha d dispute d the Crown ' s owner sh ip r i ght s ,  and  were anxious 
t o  s tr engthen the ir c l a ims t o  owner ship by c oncr e t e  evi ­
dence of  use . Thus , one by one the s e  p lace s wer e  occu­
p i e d  - Ravu in 1 9 54 , Na l imera , S e l a gh oghor o and Oba in 
1 9 5 5 , P ar i s i s i in 1 9 5 6 ,  S ape  and Na l ivovo i n  1 9 5 9 . I t  is  
intere s t ing that all  the s e t t l ement s and a s soc ia t e d  gar ­
dens ut i l i s e d  the for e s t  l an d : the gra s s l and wa s l e ft 
unt ouche d .  T a dhimb oko a c t s  of  occupa t i on and u s e  pr o­
c e e de d  with out interrupt i on by Government . Gover nment 
p o l icy r e gar ding the disput e over Muvia di d not crys­
tal l i se unt i l  1 9 6 5 , and a l th ough i t  pos s e s s e d  a l e ga l  
t it l e  t o  the l and , i t  d i d  not f orce the d i s pute  i nt o  a 
c our t of law where i t  wou l d  have had  a c l ear a dvantage . 

Thu s the deca de a f ter 1 9 50  saw the e s t ab l ishme nt of  
new v i l l a ge s  and indivi dual set t l emen t s  thr ough ou t  T a d-
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h imb oko We s t . S ome di s sa t i s fa c t i on over the s ite  of  
V ol onavua had exi s t e d  b e f or e  the  195 2 hurr i c ane de s tr oyed 
the vi l lage . ·  The pe ople then divi de d  int o two gr oup s :  one 
e s t ab l i shed a temporary set t l ement which pr oved mor e perma ­
nent than or i gina l l y  int e nde d ,  wh i l e  the other move d int o 
an e s t ab l i she d vi l l a ge . S ome of  the l a t t er gr oup s tar t e d  
a new v i l l age . Keen c ompe t i t ion f or r e s ourc e s  inevitab l y  
s trained r e l a t ions . D i sper sal  of popula t i on a n d  the c on­
sequent e s tabl i shment of  new v i l lages  f ol l owe d .  Individ­
ua l set t l ement s grew up mainly a s  a r e s u l t  of  Tadh imb oko 
anxiety t o  s trengthen the ir c l a ims to the owne r sh ip of 
di spu t e d  land . The indiv i dual s  r e s pons ib l e  have p l ante d  
c oc onut s and in  s ome place s the new coc onut grove s are 
pr oduc ing c opra . ·Th e s e  indiv i dual s e t t l ement s are l ike ly 
to rema in a permanent c omp onent o f  the rural  s e t t l ement 
scene . 

V i l l age s i z e  and morphology 

Nuc l ea t e d  vil l a ge s  and di s per s e d  haml et s are b a s ic 
el ement s in the forms of s e t t l ement on the p l a ins . They 
are genera l ly sma l l  but vary wi de ly in s iz e . Korave , on 
the l e f t  bank of the Ta ivu River in Tadh imboko E a s t , i s  
a s ingl e - family  s e t t l ement c ons i s t ing o f  a man and h i s  
wi fe , whi l e  Suagi i n  Tadhimboko We s t , with 147 per s ons , 
i s  the l ar ge s t  vil l age on the p l a ins . O f  the f i f ty - e i ght 
vi l lages  o n  the Gua dal c anal P lains , only Suagi and Ror oni 
have more than 1 20 per s ons each . The r e s t  have l e s s  than 
80 per sons each . 

The vi l l ages  of  Tadhimb oko We s t  have a t otal  o f  1 78 
househol ds , l ranging fr om · l in indivi dua l s e t t l ement s 
l ike Sap e t o  2 3  in S ua g i ; with a mean of  6 .  Thi s l ow 
mean indica t e s  the pre dominance o f  small  hamle t s  in the 
s e t t lement pat t ern of T a dhimb oko We s t  and the p l a ins  
genera l ly . The number of per s ons per hou s ehol d range s 
fr om 1 t o  1 3 , w;lth a mean o f  6- . 1 .  The most  c onimon . c om­
ponent s are the nuc l ear family and the parent s of one or 
both spou s e s .  Onl y l ocal b i g-men fre quent ly suppor t  a 
h ousehol d who s e  members  are al s o  drawn from e l s ewher e . 

In  mo st ·  v i l l a ge s  the hou s e s  are s urrounde d by tree s 
and s hrub s , e ither p l ante d  or nur ture d ,  which give the 
v i l la ge a woode d  appearance . In Ror oni kapok tree s , 

A hou s ehol d i s  de.fine d a s  a gr oup of pe opl e  who normally 
have the ir mea l s prepar e d  from a c ommon hear th . 
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b et e l  palms and mango tree s are very c ommon . I n  the 
c oa s tal  v i l l age s such as Gorabau , coconut  palms pre dom­
inat e .  

H ouse s are u s ua l ly arrange d in two di st inc t  r ows , 
a l though thi s  pattern i s  not imme diat e ly a ppar ent  every­
where . Norma l l y  the r a i s e d  and fl oor e d  s l e e p ing-hou s e s , 
e ither with· or wi thout a verandah , f orm one r ow .  The 
kitchens c ompr i s e  the s e c on d  row ,  and ar e a lways bu i l t  
o n  gr ound l eve l with n o  windows a n d  h i gh door s i l l s . I n  
a l ar ge vil l a ge l ike Ror oni , rows o f  kitchens a n d  s le e p ing­
hou s e s  c ompr i s e  more than a s ingle s e t  ( se e  F i g . 4 . 6 ) .  
Th i s  dist inct ive pat t ern o f  v i l la ge l ayout , appare nt l y  
cop ie d from the camp arrangement of  Al l ied  troop s  dur ing 
1 94 3 -45 , wa s a dop t e d  dur ing the March ing Rul e  period  and 
has survive d to thi s  day . 

A l though the use  o f  tradit ional mat eria l s  in hou s e  
c ons truc t i on i s  univer s a l , non- tr a di t i onal mat e r ia l s , 
par t icu l ar l y  salva ge d  r o o f ing iron and ma sonite  boar d s , 
have the ir place  a l s o ( see  P l a t e  4 . 1 ) . The ir use  i s  mo st  
s tr iking in Tumur ora , wher e the l ar ge Melane s ian M i s s i on 
church i s  bui l t  ent ire l y  of  salvage d t imber , ma s onite  
b oar ds and ol d corruga t e d  iron . F our · other s l ee p ing� 
hou s e s  in that vi l l a ge are c ons truc t e d  of the s ame 
mat e r ia l s . However , this  a ir of ' moderni t y ' in  a s ec t or 
o f  vi l l a ge l i fe where tradi t i ona l s tructur e s  s t i l l  pre­
domina t e  is not surpr i s ing for Tumur ora i s  in the hear t 
of  the ol d s crap-me t a l  c o l l e c t i ng area . The Governme nt 
and pr ivat e  enterpr i s e  uti l i s e d  the b e s t  of what  was l e f t  
of th e Uni t e d  Stat e s  Army c amp be tween P o int C r u z  a n d  the 
B a l e s una River , l eaving , in most c a se s , onl y  the c oncre t e  
f ounda t ions . Today f ew T a dh imboko bui l d  the ir hous e s  o n  
the s e  p l a t f orms . M ore  c ommon i s  the purcha s e  o f  l ocal ly 
sawn t imber  t o  u s e  a s  f l oor s in r a i s e d  s l eepi ng-hou s e s  
bui l t  large ly  of  bush t imber a nd s a g o  that ch . V e r y  few 
vil l a ger s own hou s e s  bui l t  entirely o f  non- tradit iona l 
mat e r i a l s ,  and s t i l l  fewer devot e a s iz e ab l e  pr opor t ion 
of the ir indiv i dual  s avings t o  mo dern hous ing . Y e t  the 
peop l e  of Sua g i , Gor abau , Kol i and Papagu are pr ou d own­
ers  o f  churche s bui l t  whol l y  o f  new impor t e d  mater ial  
( s ee  Plate  4 . 2 ) . The  v i l l a ger s of  Ga ima l i and Mak i l e  
have b e e n  accumu l a t ing funds s ince ab out 1 9 5 6  f o r  the 
c ons truc t ion o f  a new church . 

The choice  o f  vi l l age s ite  

The ma in fac t or s  involve d  in the cho ice of  s i t e s  are 
the de s ir e  to make the b e s t  p os s ib l e  use  of ava i l ab l e  
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P l a t e  4 . 1 .  A rai sed  s l e ep ing-hou s e  bu i l t  ent i r e ly o f  
salvaged mat erial 

P l at e  4 . 2 .  The Mel ane s i an Mi s s ion chur ch at Gor abau i s  
bu i l t  a lmo s t  ent irely o f  imp or t ed mat erial  
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r e s ourc e s  in  the l ight o f  c ontemporary knowl e dge and 
t echnol ogy , and the de sire  to l ive on , or as c l os e  a s  
pos s ib l e  t o ,  the an ce s tral  land . I n  many ins t ance s b oth 
fac t or s  are invo lve d and it  is  not a lway s p o s s ib l e  t o  
determine wh ich i s  the mor e impor t ant . 

Unt il  1 9 5 1  Ror oni re s i dent s l ive d a t  Komuvatha , now a 
de s er t e d  vi l la ge s it e  at  the e a s t er n  e dge o f  the s e c on­
dary fore s t  opp o s i t e  the pre se nt vi l l age . The pre s ent 
s ite  o f  Roroni wa s p i g- feeding l and  then , whi l e  gar den s  
were cul t ivat e d  north a n d  s outh o f  i t . The peop l e  
r eal i s e d  that f l a sh f l oods o n  the B a l e suna de l aye d 
the ir movement be tween the gar den and the vi ll a ge . At 
the same t ime they appr ec ia t e d  the advantage s of  vacating 
the l ar ger area o f  sec ondary f or e s t  ar ound Komuvatha and 
l e t t ing it r e generate as  gar den l and . Exper ience h a d  
a l so shown that the e a s t  b ank of the Bale suna oppo s i t e  
the ol d vi l l age was one o f  t h e  f ir s t places  t o  c ome under 
wat er whenever the B a l e s una over fl owe d i t s  b anks . The 
pres ent s i te  of  Ror oni was l e s s  suscept ib l e  to f l ooding : 
water  usua l l y  s p i l l e d  over the b anks ab ove and be l ow 
Ror oni , a s  i n  the November 1 9 6 6  f l oods . Thu s Ror oni 
exempl i f ie s  a choice in  whi ch c ons i derat i ons of the b e s t  
us e o f  r e s ource s ,  ease  o f  movement , and rel at ive s a fe t y  
in t imes  o f  f l ood  wer e  imp ortant . 

Gor ab au repl a c e d  Tetere i n  1 94 6 . The l oc a l  b ig-man - a 
non- l an downer - ch ose the s it e  when the p e op l e  r e t ur ne d  
t o  the c oa s t  a f t er the war . He  dec l ar e d  that water  wa s 
p l e nt i fu l  ( al though thi s  was not real ly s o ) and c ou l d  b e  
ea s il y  obt a ine d from a ne arby creek e a s t  of  th e v i l lage ; 
and tha t  gar dening l and and c oc onut gr oves  woul d b e  much 
c l os er t o  the v i l l a ge tha n  b efore the war . The choice  o f  
Gor abau shows t he in ter ac t i on b e tween the influence of  a 
b i g-man and the l ocat ion of  r e s ource s .  

The r e a s ons f or the e st ab l i shment of  G ilutae have been 
out l ine d . 1 The s it e  i t s e l f wa s the be s t  ava i l ab l e  fr om 
the p oint o f  view o f  s e t t l ement . I t  wa s the only area on 
that par t i cular b l ock of land whi ch was covere d  with l ight  
bush and  not  yet  p l ant e d  wi th coc onut . The r ema in der wa s 
under gra s s  and the re fore too  expos e d  for s e t t l ement . 
Wel l s  dug int o the s and and r e infor c e d  by f or ty - f our - ga l l on 
drums yiel de d wat er f or dome s t ic u s e . Apar t fr om the s e  
phys ical  c ons i derat i ons , a very power ful socia l fact or wa s 

See  p .  7.4 .  
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i nvolve d in the move t o  G i lutae : tra dit i on h a d  i t  that 
his  anc e s t or s  l ive d on the very s pot the b i g-ma n and 
l and- owner ha d dec i de d  to  occupy , and that the se anc e s ­
t o r s  pr opi t ia t e d  the c lan  s p ir i t  by  the b ig Cal l ophyl um 
s t i l l  s tanding in the vi l la ge t o day . Thus  the move t o  
G i lutae wa s a n  a t t empt t o  s t ave o ff a c ounter - c l a im t o  
the l and ther e , wh i l e  the a c tual s i t e  wa s cho sen because 
of  its  phys ica l  a dvantage s and tradi t i onal a s s oc iat i ons . 

Fact or s o f  r e s i dence 

The i nhab i t an t s  of a vi l la ge can u s ua l ly b e  c l a s s i f i e d  
int o two broad gr oups o n  the ba s i s o f  the ir l ength o f  
r e s i dence and the ir ma in r e a s ons  f or r e s i de nc e . Roroni ' s  
nine t een househol ds wil l b e  us e d  t o  i l lus trate  the s e  
div i s i ons . I n  the f i r s t  cate g ory  fal l f our househ o l ds o f  
l ong- e s t ab l i she d r e s i dent s and th e ir ch i l dren . The se are 
the peop l e  wh o have l ive d mos t of the ir l ive s near Ror oni : 
they have ' the ir root s ' in the l ocal ity . The ir c l o s e  
r e l a t ive s e s t ab l i she d B inu be f or

.
e the war . Al though s ome 

pa s t  members  o f  th i s  group c l a ime d owner sh ip r i gh t s  t o  
the l and a t  B inu ,  none c l a ims s imil ar r i gh t s  t o  the l and  
on  which Ror oni s tands . H owever , they are gener a l l y  c on­
s i dere d  senior re s i dent s o f  the vi l l a ge . 

The second  and by  far the larger group i s  a s s oc iat e d  
with  the b ig-man , Jac ob V ouza . V ou z a  a n d  h i s  f o l l ower s 
l iv e d  i n  o ther par t s  o f  Tadh imb oko We s t  b e f or e  the war . 
S ome memb er s  o f  thi s  gr oup ( e l even hoqseh o l d s ) , who have 
ha d a l ong a s s oc ia t i on with him ,  are cal le d here pr imar y  
a s s oc ia t e s . When the war ende d  in 1 945  they c ont inue d 
t o  l ive with V ouza , who ha d r i sen  t o  pr ominence by  then . 
He  became the ir spoke sman t o  the wor l d  out s ide  T a dh imboko 
a nd interpr e t e d  that wi der and mor e c omp l ica t e d  wor l d  t o  
them . With the except ion o f  a woman and her f our ch i l d­
ren , the b i g-man and h i s  pr imary a s s oc iat e s  do not pos s e s s  
owner sh ip r ight s t o  the l and a t  Ror oni . The oth er f o l l ow­
er s of the b i g-man ( thr e e  househ o l ds ) der ive the ir r igh t s  
o f  r e s i denc e indire c t ly fr om h im  thr ough the pr imary 
a s s o c iat e s , an d hence are r e ferre d t o  here as s e c ondary 
a s s oc ia te s . The men are m i gr ant s mar r i e d  t o  T a dh imboko 
women wh o have l and  out s ide Roroni . The l as t  h ous eho l d  
does not  f a l l  int o e i ther o f  the se group s : i t  i s  in 
Roroni because the husband works with the Agr i cu l ture 
Department a s  c oc onut a s s i s tant f or the Gua da l canal P l a ins . 

The c omp o s i t i on o f  Ror oni ' s  r e s i dents  mir r or s  the who l e  
T a dh imboko r egi on  . .  There is  a c or e  o f  l ong- e s t ab l i she d 
re s i dent s who may not have owner sh i p  r i gh t s  over the l and  
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on wh ich the  v i l l a ge s t ands , but  who c l a im such r ight s  
over nearby areas . Every vi l la ge ha s a recognise d b ig­
man . I n  Ror oni he i s  the ma j or reason for the re s i dence 
there o f  a l ar ge number o f  ' stranger s ' . His  author ity 
ha s a l l owe d diver se f ol l ower s  t o  enter the village com­
munity and he has extended to them r i ght s and r e s p on­
s ib i l it ie s  of  r e s idence which are indi s t i ngui shab l e  from 
tho se o f  l ong- e s t abl i she d occupant s .  

S ome recent change s in re s i dence 

Many T a dh imboko t o day live in vi l lage s they did not 
occupy b e f or e , or even a ft er , the war . Ther e are four 
main reasons why they have move d :  ( i) s ome have move. d  in 
or der to s trengthen their c l a ims t o  land  v i s -a-vi s the 
Government or s ome other l ocal  r e s i dent s ; ( ii )  s ome have 
judge d ol d p l a c e s  of re s i dence to ·have few r e s ourc e s  o f  
val ue ; ( ii i )  s ome val ue c o-re s i dence wi th the : l oc a l  b ig­
man and the a s s oc iat e d  pre stige;  and ( iv )  the tradi t iona l  
sys t em o f  property i nher itance . ha s cau s e d  s ome peo p l e  to  
move a f ter they have inher i t e d  certain coc onut gr ove s .  
An analys i s .  o f  s ome recent  cha nge s  in re s i dence wil l  
i l lus trate  the s e  point s .  

Betwee n  January 1 9 6 6  and Mar ch 1 96 7 ,  1 1  fami l ie s  
i n  Tadh imb oko We s t  changed the ir p l aces o f  r e s i­
dence , 7 fo l l owing d i sput e s  over l and . D i spu t e s  
over owner ship r ight s t o  cer t a in b l ocks of l an d  in 
the Met ep ono-Nal imb iu area  had been s innner ing s ince 
Government acquired the l ea s e  on Muvia We st in 1 964 . 
D i s agr eement ab out how the l ease money wa s d i str i ­
buted culminated  i n  a court case  in· June 1 9 66  in 
which two ind iv idual s  were d ir e ct ly  involved : Q e l o  
o f  T. a t au and Vuc e  o f  Kokomu . Q e l o  i s  a s ingl e man 
who lived with h i s  p ar en t s at Tatau which is part 
of Vu ce ' s  l and . Al so  l iv ing  at T a t au were two 
fami l i e s  who had t r ad it ional l inks wi th Q e l o ' s  
father , D e l adel amas i .  When Q e l o  l o s t  the case  to  
Vuce , D .e l ad e l amas i  dec ided t o  move the set t l ement 
to hi s own c l an l and at Komidi , e i ghty to ninety 
yards north of Tatau . Trad i t i onal ob l igat ions and 
r e cipro c ity en sured that the other two f ami l ie s  at 
T a t au moved with him . Thr ee f ami l ie s  at Komuvaolu 
and one at Kokomu symp athi sed with Qelo and h i s  
father . The Kokomu fami ly moved fir st  t o  Komuvaolu 
and fr om ther e ac comp anied the thr ee Komuvaolu 
f ami l i e s  t o  Komidi . By thi s t ime the idea o f  
amal gama t ing  a t  Komid i  a l l  the v i l l age s on the l e ft 
b ank o f  the Me t epono was receiving mu ch pub l icity , 
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e sp e c i a l l y  from tme n ew o c cupan t s  o f  Komidi . In 
fact , th i s  idea wa s made to appear a s  the ma in 
cau se o f  the move to Komidi , perhap s to j u s t i fy 
the ir act ion and at tr act tho s e  who had not fo l l owed 
them there . Further , Komidi r e s ident s sugge s t ed 
that the idea o f  vil l age ama l gamat i on or iginat ed 
with the Me l ane s i an Mi s s ion pr i e s t  s t a t i oned at  
Tumub o s a . It  was said  that he chos e  Komidi himse l f  
be cau s e  i t  was centr a l . The l ar ge concre t e  p l a t ­
form there wou l d  make a n  admir ab l e  foundat ion for 
the new chur ch , and amal gamat ion it s e l f wou l d  
encourage ' bet t er l iving ' .  Thu s the init ial cau s e  
o f  t h e  move was superseded by t h e  new i d e a  o f  vi l ­
l age ama l gamat ion . 

The fol l owing c as e s  al s o  i l lustrat e  the wide r ange o f  
rea sons whi ch made peop l e  move the ir p l ace  o f  r e s i denc e . 

Unt i l  e ar l y  June 1 9 6 6  Mar a  and h i s  family r e s ided 
at  Komunikau , b e tween Roroni  and B inu . His garden s 
were on l and south o f  the vi l l age and were c on s t ant ­
ly  a t t a cked by stray ing p ig s . Mar a ' s  wi fe had t o l d  
the owner s o f  the strayed p i g s  about the d amage the 
p ig s  had done , but was t o l d  that wi l d  p ig s  were 
r e spon s ib l e  for the d e s truct ion . Mar a then dug a 
deep tren ch in fr ont o f  the main gat e t. o  h i s  yam 
garden . One morning s t r ayed p i g s  wer e  found in the 
p i t . When the owners wer e informed of thi s , they 
r et o r t ed that ne ither Mar a nor his wi fe owned l and 
in Roron i . Not  l ong  a fter  that Mar a  moved his  fam­
i ly t o  Tenahu lu who se  b i g-man , B a l awa , is  hi s father ' s  
y ounger brother . 

S ot e  was a Mal a i t a  man who h ad marr ied Mer a i a , a 
l o cal woman . The coup l e  l ived in Gorabau . One o f  
Mer a i a ' s d au ght er s fr om a n  e ar l ier marr iage was 
marr ied t o  a Suagi  man ; she had been i l l  for s ome 
t ime in 1 96 5  and her thr ee  chi l dren  d i d  not r ec e ive  
proper c ar e . E ar l y  in 1 9 66  S ot e  and  Mer a i a  moved 
t o  Suag i to l ook a ft er their thr ee grandch i ldren 
and the ir mother . In F ebruary 1 9 6 7  S ot e  t ook i l l  
and died . Mer a i a  i s  unl ike ly  t o  r eturn  t o  Gorabau 
t o  r e s ide  permanent ly . 

S evu s evudr edr e ,  one o f  Meraia ' s  sons  by her f i r s t  
hu sband , marr ied L oco ' s s i s t er from Gor ab au . The 
coup l e  l ived in Tumuror a a ft er their marr i age in 
1 9 6 1 . T oward s  the end of 1 9 6 6  Sevu s evudr edr e ' s  
w i fe was invo lved in a minor s o c i al s candal . 
O f f i cial  inquiry by the d i s t r ic t  he adman r eveal ed 
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that nothing mor e than the o ff er and acceptance o f  
cigar e t t e s  and b e t e l  nu t were invo lved .  Bu t much 
misdirected t a l k  had b een gener ated  be for e the inqu iry 
t ook p l a ce and S evu sevudr edr e had l o st face in the 
pub l i c eye . It  seems that in order to  s ave what 
r emained o f  h i s  reputat ion and e s cape the derogat ory 
comment s of some peop l e  in Tumurora and K.omuvaolu , 
S evu sevudredre moved h i s  fami ly  t o  Gorab au b e fore 
the inquiry in January 1 9 6 7 . By that t ime the 
Gu ada l canal C ounc i l  wa s emp l oy ing l o cal l ab ourer s 
on the con s truct ion o f  a sma l l  wooden br idge acr o s s  
N in i  Creek t o  l ink the T e tere Beach road t o  Gorabau 
and Suagi�  S evu sevudre dr e  j o ined the br i dge­
con s truct ion party and s a id that thi s was the main 
reason for hi s move to Gor ab au . At the s ame t ime 
he indi cated  hi s int ent ion to chal l enge the tra­
d i t ional r ight s  of  the  owner s  o f  the  l and between 
Ror oni and Gor abau . S evu sevudr edr e cons iders  that 
r e s iden ce in Gorab au wi l l  he lp h i s  c l a im to owner­
ship of l and in the are a . 

The owner o f  Veuru ,  b etween Ravu and Abuab il i ,  had 
prev iou s l y  given a Mal a i t an fami ly ful l  usufructuary 
right s to the l and . S ome co conu t s  had b een p l ant ed 
by the migrant for the l and l or d . Meanwh il e , a rumour 
had been c ir cu l ated that the migr ant int ended t o  
char ge the l and l ord for h i s  l abour in the p l an t ing 
of the coconu t s . When the l andl ord heard the rumour , 
he or der ed the Mal a i t an t o  l e ave Veuru as  s oon a s  h i s  
exi s t ing crop s wer e  harve s t ed . Thi s  migr ant has now 
t aken up a b l ock o f  governmen t  l and at S u su i . 

The mo s t  recent change s  in pl ace o f  r e s i dence have mos t ly 
been mo t ivated by social  r e a s on s , par t i cu l ar l y  d i sput e s  over 
l and- owner ship and u sage r i ght s . In some case s , however , the 
mo s t  cr i t ical  i s sue is pushed into the b ackground , as some 
o f  the above examp l e s  show . 



Chap t er 5 

S ome e l emen t s  of the social  sy s t em 

The b a s ic soc ial  group s 

The t r ad i t i onal soc ial s tructure o f  the Guada l canal  
P l a in s  peop l e  is  b ased conceptual ly on a segment ary matr i­
l ine al  s y s t em .  E ach per son i s  born into one o f  the fol l ow­
ing named kema : l Kema ni G auba t a , Kema ni Thongo , Kema n i  
Thimb o , Kema ni L athi and Kema ni  Nekama . The members  o f  
a kema are u.n i t e d  b y  their b e l i e f  i n  a common ance stral  
or igin . Each kema is  ident i fied with a name d , a l l -p owerful 
ance s t ral  sp ir it  which kema e ld e r s  once prop i t iated . 
Kema n i  Gauba t a  venerated S i l i ;  Kema ni  Thongo prop i ­
t iated  Ku l anikama ; Kema n i  Thimbo , Luva ; Kema ni  L ath i ,  
S aka ; and Kema n i  Nekama wor shippe d�at iv i . E a ch kema 
p o s se s s e s  a b ird t o t em whi ch i t s  memb er s  are prohib ited  
from harming . 2 There i s  also  the  exp e c t at i on of  mu tual 
a s s i st ance by members  of the same .kema . F or examp l e , a 
Kema n i  Gaub a t a  man t r ave l l ing i n  a n  are a  where h e  ha s no 
very cl o se r e l a t ive s wi l l  s e ek out a r e s ident kema member 
for she l t er . The or gani s at ion of a fea s t  and , �the 
p ast , the prop i t iat ion o f  the ance s t r al sp ir i t  by an e l der 
demanded a s s i s t ance from a l l  members  o f  the kema . At the 
s ame t ime , such ceremonial  occa s i on s , al thou gh init iated  
and  sponsored  by a p ar t i cu l ar kema , r e ce ived mater i al and 
mor al  suppor t from members  of o ther kema b e cau s e  of int e r ­
marr iage and t h e  ne twork o f  soc ial  ob l igat ions . However , 
the funct i onal e l ement s of  the kema have a l t ered s ince 
contact . The adopt i on o f  Chr i s t ianity and the d i s courage-

A kema is  the maximal mat r i l ine a l  kin ship group al though 
kin ship cannot b e  proved geneal ogical ly . 
2 The main t o t ems ar e a s  fol l ows : Kema ni  Gaub at a ,  eagl e ; 
Kema n i  Thongo , snipe ; Kema ni  Thimbo , wood p i geon ; Kema 
ni Lathi , wagt a il ; and Kema ni Nekama , an unident i f ied  
smal l ye l l owish b i rd found in the  bu sh . 

84 
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ment o f  l av i sh fea s t ing h ave s t ruck at the very  founda­
t ion of the kema as a p ivot of the s oc ia l  system . They 
have r e duce d�t o  a unit  of  s oc i a l  or gan i sat i on remov e d  
from . its  r a i son d ' etre . Kema membe.r s  n o  l onger act  i n  
c ommon , b u t  ar e l inke d t o ge ther l oo s e ly by a b e l i e f  i n  
a c ommon anc e s tr a l  past . 

Al though one i s  bor n  int o a kema , one ' s a f f il iat ion 
can change thr ough the ope rat ion o f  certain s o c i a l ly 
accept e d . proc e dur e s . A chi l d r eare d  fr om 
infancy by a the dea th o f  
h i s  parent s , i dent ity . 
The cus t om known change of  
kema a f f il iation of many peop l e  in · the past ; s ome 
ve s t iges  o f  i t  r emain t o day . But th i s  cus t om i s  a 
cur ious  mixtur e  and word s eka it se l f  pos s e s s e s  two mean­
ings: banishment and a dopt ion . The meaning intende d de­
pends on the c ir cums tanc e s  of  the case . Bani shment  wa s 
u sual  inf l ic t e d  upon indiv i dual s  who c ons i s t ently  di s ­
turbe d  the peace o f  the c ommuni t y , thr ou gh a du l t ery , f or 
ins t anc e . Often the new k in o f  the bani she d per son pa i d  
tradi t i onai valuabl e s  t o  h i s  o l d  kin f or the l at e s t  
addit ion t o  the ir r ank . Because o f  thi s  el ement o f  
transa c t i on i n  nat ive weal th , the wor d s eka i s  often 
inc orre c t l y  trans lated  t o  mean a s l ave .�wever , the new 
member ' s  s tatus  wa s no di f ferent from that o f  h i s  new 
a s s oc iate s ; only th� me thod o f  ent ry int o  the group di f ­
fere d .  H er e in l ie s  a maj or s ource of difficu l ty in 
de termining the kema a f fil ia t i on and or igin of  many in­
divi dua l s .  A bani she d woman ,  for e xampl e , became a 
dep endant of  the receiving s i de . Her own a c t s  gave her 
a permanent s oc ia l  s t i gma . Her de scendant s ,  in the eyes  
of  the ir a s s oc i at e s , or igina t e d  fr om a di srepu t ab l e  woman . 

The s e cond meaning o f  the wor d  s eka involv e d  the 
replacement of a dec e a s e d  per s on . When an impor t ant 
p er son die d ,  hi s r e l a t ive s gave vas t  quant i t i e s  of shel l  
money and f oo d  t o  buy s ome one t o  f i l l  h i s  p l ace . The 
per s on s o  bough t  di d not a s sume the s t at u s , b ut some­
t ime s ac quire d  the name , of the decease d .  The T a dh imboko 
s ay that thi s  pr oce dure was prac t i s e d  so that the r e l a­
t ives  of  the dece a s ed wou l d f or ge t  the ir s orrow . Thus 
the c us t om known as  s eka invol ve d  a change in kema mem­
bersh ip , but the ba s ic caus e of the change i s  not a lway s 
easy  t o  e s t ab l i sh , especia l l y  when an infamous reputat ion 
and bani shment are involve d .  

A s  in other par t s  o f  Guadal canal ( except the Marau 
s a l twa t er peop l e  who a dhere t o  a patr i l ine a l  s oc ial  
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or gani sat ion) , the kema o f  T a dhimb oko , and the Gua da l ­
c anal P l a ins  gener a l l y , tra dit i ona l l y  f ol l ow the mat r i ­
l inea l  pr inc ip l e  of kinship a f f i l iat i on . They are f irmly  
exogamous .  Each kema i s  c omp o s e d  of  a number of  mama t a . 
The matr i l ine a l  ma;IB'ta i s  a unil ineal gr·oup who s e  member s 
trace th e ir de s c ent back t o  a c ommon anc e s tr e s s , through 
the fema l e  l ine . Thus memb er sh ip o f  the mamat a  i s  base d 
on b l o o d  t ie s . I t  c on s i s t s o f  br other s and s is t er s  and 
the s i s t er s ' chil dr en . B e c ause o f  the r ul e  of exogamous 
marr iage , the brother s '  wive s and the i r  chi l dren  and 
s i s t er s ' husbands b e l ong t o  d i f ferent kema and mama t a . 
H owever , the rul e of  exogamous marr iage i s  fa s t  break ing 
down , e spec i a l l y  a t  the kema l eve l , an d kema inc e s t  may 
be pre ferr e d  to i ll e g i t imacy (Hogb in 1 9 64 : 5 ) . C onta c t  
with We s t ern c oncep t s  o f  s oc iety  and marr i age , a s  ex­
pre s s e d  by the m i s s i onary and tra der , ha s c le ar l y  weak­
ene d  the rul e of kema exogamy . In f a c t , the r e  have been 
and s t i l l  are i s o l at e d  ca s e s  of marr iage within the mamat a  
( se e  T ab l e  6 . 3 : wh ich a l s o  shows th e mamat a  l an d  o n  whi ch 
gar dens ar e l ocat e d) . 

Each mamata  i s  i dent i f i e d  wi th a spec i f ic power o f  the 
kema spir it . F or examp l e , a mamat a  o f  Kema ni Gaub a t a  
i s  i den t i f i e d  wi th S i l i mal agai , S i l i  the warr i or . Apar t 
fr om the kema s p ir i t , the mamat a  al s o  wor sh i p s  an extr a  
name d s pir i t , o r  somet ime s two , whi ch give s i t  extra 
i dent ity . Member s o f  the mamat a  have c l o s e  kinship t ie s , 
and  unl ike the kema whi ch i s  l oo s e l y  organi se d ,  the mamat a  
i s  a .compact sccial  unit . Ye t because a l l  the mamata o f  
a par t i cu l ar kema are unit e d  b y  the i r  b e l ie f  i n  a c ormnon 
anc e s tral  sp ir it , the ir member s c ons i def tha t  a mamata 
is but a sma l l part of the l ar ger kema . In thi s  way a l l  
the mamat a  are r e gar de d a s  tribu t ar ies  o f  the kema ; they 
s e e  themse lve s a s  having a cormnon or i gin . I �� 

The grea t e s t  s ign i f i canc e  o f  the mama t a , however , i s  
i t s  a s s oc ia t ion wi th the l and , f or  i t  i s  t h e  b a s ic l and­
owning �nit on the p l a ins . Thus an are a .wi l l  c on t a in 
s evera l  bl ocks o f  Kema . n i  Gauba t a  or Kema ni  Thongo land 

1 H o gbin ( 1 93(: 2 3 7 )  s t at e d  tha t  in L onggu , east  of  the 
p l a ins , . ' the nat ive c oncept ion i s  "no t � that the c lan i s  
d ivi de d into tr ibutar ie·s , but tha t  'Several " tr i'butar i e s  
t ogether form a c l an ' . This  i dea app l ie s  a l s o  t o  the 
T a dhimb oko r e gi on where the phrase  ulu-ni-be t i  ( head­
wat er )  i s  u s e d  t o  denote  the b e l i e f  that the mamata  
uni t e  to  form a s ingl e ' s tream ' , the  kema . 
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c l a ime d b y  di fferent mamat a  o f  the two kema . C la ims t o  
l and are norma l l y  b a s e d  o n  the c ont ent ion tha t  one ' s  
anc es t or s  wer e  the f ir s t  occupant s of  a part icu l ar b l ock 
of l and . 

Al though the is the b a s ic l and�owning gr oup , i t  
i s  n o t  a t err i t or uni t . Neither i s  the kema . B oth 
pa s t  and pr e sent vi l l age s wer e  or gani se d by l oc a l  b i g-men 
who gathere d ar ound them not only member s of the ir own or 
their wive s ' but a l s o  the ir supporter s . · 

Tradi t i onal l y  an amb i t iou s  man ha d f ir s t  to  pr ove h i s  
ability a s  a warr ior . He was then cal l e d  a mal aga i . 
Ac qu i s i t ion of thi s t i t l e  demande d the p er f ormance o.f 
out standing s ervic e  to  the peopl e . The mal agai had to  
he l p  the p e op l e  in h i s  c onnnunity by kil l ing their enem i e s  
a n d  pr otect ing them from the mol e s t a t i on of '  other s .  The 
mal a ga i  earned she l l  money for h i s  kil l ings , a n d  a s  h e  
ama s s e d  weal th h is· impor t ance incr e a se d �  The r ank o f  
mal a ga i  wa s inher itab l e  b y  a mal agai 1 s  s on pr ov i de d  he 
pos s e s s e d  hi s father ' s  qua l it ie s  o f  mil i t ar y  s trength and 
l ea der sh ip .  The c ont inued per f ormance of  out s t an ding 
feat s and the pr ov i s ion of  l av ish f ea s t s f or the people 
e l evat e d  the malaga i  t o  maneka par i ( th e  b ig-man pr oper ) -
the hi gh e s t  rank known t o the p eopl e of  ' the p l a ins . H e  
wa s t h e  r � ch e s t  and stronge s t  per s on .  in ·  hi s l ocal i ty , a n d  
p o s s e s s e d  the gr eate st  number of wive s . The l at t er were 
r e spon s ib l e  f or maintaining hi s gar dens a nd l ooking after 
his  p igs . He p o s s e s s e d  the b igge st  and mo s t  e l ab orately 
dec or at e d  hou se in the  vi l l a ge . Y e t  a l l  thi s we �l th was 
import ant only when g iv en away . B ir th s , marr i a ge s , death s  
a n d  the const r uct i on of new hou se s  a n d  c anoe s wer e  c e l e -
bra t � d  with fea s t s . Whi l e  �he c oul d cal l on 
h i s  fol lower s to work f or h im ,  s o  ob l ige d t o  
a s s is t  h i s  suppor ter s when r e qu ir e d .  H i s  p o s i t ion in the 
s oc iety  there fore wa s b a s e d  in  par t  on the gr eat s tor e o f  
cre di t  whi ch peop l e  owe d h im . I n  the manipul a t i on o f  th i s  
fund of  cre dit 'he a s sume d a dominant r ol e . H e  surpa s s e d  
everyone e l se ' s hospital ity . Al though high ly r e spec t e d  
by h i s  own pe op l e , the maneka par i wa s c ont inua l l y  exp o s e d  
to  the ri sks of  r ivalry  a n d  j ea l ousy from other p eopl e . 
T o  ensur e  h i s  s a fety  he ha d t o  h ave acce s s  t o  par t icular 
charms and magic . 

Al though ob l i ga t ory r e l at ionships  with the b i g-man 
var i e d  wide l y  in the c ircums tanc e s  an d t ime o f  the i r  

, they l inke d r e s i dent s , in divi dua l l y  and  c a l l ee-



8 8  

t ivel y , t o  a s ingl e  per son . The pe opl e  wer e con s c i ous  
of the ir ob l igat ion t o  h im and  treat e d  h im wi th re spect 
(H ogb in 1 9 64 : 64 ) . Thus the maneka par i wa s the acknow­
l e dge d arb i t er in any d i spute . H i s  dec is i on wa s f ina l 
an d had to  be  r e spec t e d . H i s  influence , wea l th and 
s trength meant that he a l one c ou l d  a f for d e f f e c t ive pr o­
t e c t i on or s anc t uary to any p er son in nee d . 

The contemporary local  b ig-man 

T oday l oc a l  b ig-men st i l l  p l ay an imp o rtant r ol e  in 
the l i f e  o f  the c ommuni ty , but their means of ach ieving 
recognit ion have a l tere d c on s i derab l y . The examp l e s  o f  
Jacob V ouza q f  Ror oni a n d  S amue l Saki  o f  Kol i wi l l  
i l l u s trate  thi s  change d s i t ua t ion . 

Jacob V ou z a , a member of  Kema n i  Tho"ngo , j o ine d the 
S o l omons '  P o l i c e  Con s t abul ary in 1 9 1 6  when h e  was seven­
t een year s old and r e t ired  in 1 941  a f ter  twenty- f ive 
year s of service . He r eache d the rank of  s er geant-ma j or 
( se e  P l ate  5 . 1 ) .  A l though V ouza had  spent much o f  h i s  
ear l y  manhood  away from h i s  home v i l lage ( Ko l i ) , h i s  
exc e l l en t  service recor d  a nd l ong a s s oc iat ion with the 
Government s t ood  h im in good s t e a d  when he r eturne d t o  
Kol i i n  1 941 . Not only was h e  h i gh l y  r egar de d b y  the 
T a dh imb oko ; h i s  pol ice  service in many par t s  of the 
S o l omons ma de h im a we l l -known and wide l y  r e spect e d  
per s on .  He pos s e s s e d  a n  out standing per s ona l it y  and 
great  qua l i t ie s  of  l e a der sh iF, a l though the l a t ter  tende d  
t o  the auth or i tar ianism o f  pol ice  r e gul a t i on . H e  was a 
man of  t r emendous dr.ive . Dur ing h i s  s ervic e  he a c quire d , 
apparent l y  f or h is own pr ot e c t i on , a number o f  .cu s t omary 
charms f or c ur ing i l l ne s s e s  a l l e ge dl y  due t o  s or cery . 

When Wor l d  War I I  br oke out h e  retreat e d  wi th hi s 
pe ople  t o  Komu l e  fr om wher e , a l ong wi th oth er T a dh imb oko 
men , he of fered  h i s  service s as a s c out  t o  Al l ie d  for c e s . 
Dur ing one o f  hi s s c out ing a dventure s near Tenaru , the 
Japane s e  captur e d  and t or ture d  h im an d l e f t  the ir vic t im 
t o  die  a s l ow death . However , tr�mendou s phy s i c a l  
s trength , a n d  perhap s. good f or tune, s ave d h im .  He r e ga ine d 
c onsc i ousne s s  and s l owly ma de h i s  way towar ds the Americ an 
force s at Lunga P oint where he rece ive d me dical  a tt ent ion . 
V ou z a  was s oon b ack on s c out  dut y . I t  i s  c ommonly be­
l ieve d in T a dh imb oko that V ou z a  survive d t or ture by  th e 

1 Japane s e  because he po s s e s se d  a ' warr i or t i di o ' or s p ir i t .  

1 Be l ie f  in s p ir i t s  an d s or c ery i s  s t i l l  wi de spread in 
T a dh imb oko and the S o l omons gener a l l y , a s it is in  other 
par t s  of Me lane s ia . 



P l at e  5 . 1 .  S er ge an t -Ma j or Jacob V ouza , 
G . M . , M . B . E . , the mos t  
dec or at e d  war her o  i n  th e 
S o l omons 

89 

V ou z a ' s  war - t ime expl o i t s undoubte dly r ender e d  h im a 
mo s t .  succ e s s fu l  i n  the eye s o f  the T a dh imboko , 
and mil it ar y  b y  t h e  Ame r icans wa s s een a s  h i s  
formal r ecogni t i on b y  Eu�opeans . He wa s the undi s put e d  
l ea der of th e T a dh imboko dur ing the Amer ic an occupat i on 
of Gua da l c anal fr om· 1 943 t o  1 945 . When the Marching Rul e  
r eache d Guadal cana l , i t  was inevitabl e that t he peopl e 
of  that i s l an d  l o oke d t o  Him a s  the ir l ea der . I n  Mela­
ne s i an eye s the s trugg l e  agai n s t  the civ i l  admin i s trat i on 
r e quir e d  a spoke sman f amil iar with the Eur ope an ' s  wor l d :  
V ouza was the l o gi c al choic e . When the l eader s o f  the 
movement wer e  arr e s t e d  in 1 94 7 , V ouza ' s  s tatus  had al r e a dy 
r eache d the l evel of  the maneka par i . H e  was arr e s te d 
t oo ,  but never puni she d .  He v i s i t e d  F i j i in 1 948 , and 
hi s member ship of the· A dv i s ory C ounc i l  in 1950  further 
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b o l s t er e d  hi s pos it ion not only in Tadhimboko but thr ougp­
out the S o l omons . He rema ined a member. of the A dvis ory 
C ounc i l  unt il 1 9 60 . He was the fir s t  Me lane s ian pre s i­
dent o f  the Guadal canal C ouncil , a f ter that body was 
es tabl i she d in 1 9 5 3 . Dur ing that year , 't oo , Vouza wa s 
one o f  two S o l omons ' r epre sentat ive s at the c or onat i on 

1 of Queen El izabeth II . Vouz a , then , has s e en t he wor l d .  
He  s erve d a s  a l ink be twe en the T a dhimb oko and the wor l d  
at  l ar ge . 

Dur ing the per iod of h i s  polit ical pre - eminence , V ouza  
s e t  up a vil lage retail  s t ore bu s ine s s  and  be came a 
cut ter -b oat operat or , but both enterpr i s e s  faile d .  When 
the Sol omons ' C on s t itution wa s change d in 1 9 60 and a 
Legi s l a t ive C ouncil ·inst itute d ,  Vou za was dr oppe d from 
the nat ional body . Then , wh�n a younger man was e l ec t e d  
pre s i dent of  th e Guadalcanal C ounc il  i n  1 9 61 , Vouza ' s  
int e re s t  in pub l ic a f fair s as  a who l e  waned and s o on he 
l o s t  much o f  h i s· per sonal dr ive and enthus ia sm .  Many o f  
his  peop l e  s aw his  di splacement from the pre s.

i dency of  
the  Gua da lcanal C ounci l  a s  the beginning of the e nd f or 
the ir l ea der .. i t was a ls o  s e en a s  disappr oval o f  h i s  
tendency t owar ds  c entral an·d · author itar ian c ontr ol . 
V ouza had b een T a dh imboko district  headman s ince 1 945  
and s t i l l  hol ds  that post  t o day . As Guadal c anal C ounc il  
pre s i dent , he wa s al s o  pr e s ident o f  the Nat ive C our t . 
I n  e f fec t , he  was l ooke d  upon a s  the l aw and government 
in T a dh imb oko , and no man c oul d occupy such a p o s i t ion 
f br many y ear s without there gr owing up a di s t atic e  b e ­
tween h ims e l f  and h i s  f oll ower s .  Inevitab l y , ab s olute 
tru s t  in V ouz a  dec l ine d , and ther e  deve l op e d  s l owly a 
fee l ing o f  d i·s s a t i s fact ion over the way he a dmin i s tered  
and  c ontr ol l e d  the  a f fa ir s  of  T a dhimb oko . A t  the Gua da l ­
canal C ounc i l  e l e c t i ons i n  1 9 64 a much younger man . wa s  
e l e c t e d  member f or the T a dh imboko West  war d in p lace o f  
V ouza . T oday y ouza is  occas iona l l y  c onsu l t e d  o n  matt e r s  
a f fec t ing Ta.d.h inib oko an d a s  d i s t r ic t  headman rema ins the 
Government ' s . off i c ia l  l ink with the ar ea . Thi s ' gr and 
o l d  man ' is now r e s p e c t e d  more for h i s  pa s t  achievement s 
than f or· h i s· pre s ent p o s it i on . 

Samuel S aki o f  Kal i ,  a member o f  Kema ni  Gaubata , wa s 
in h i s early twent i e s  when the war reache d  the S o l omons 
in 1 94 2 . He d i d  not par t i c ipate r e gul arly in s c out ing 

At  the invi tat ion of the F ir s t  Uni t e d  S ta t e s Mar ine 
D iv i s ion , V ouza attende d their reun i on in the Unit e d  
S tat e s  i n  Augu s t  1 9 68 . .  
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a c t iv i t i e s , but was emp l oye d b y  the Ame r ican for c e s  when 
Ta dhimboko We s t  was c onver t e d  int o a huge mil i tary b a s e . 
After  the war Saki di d not return t o  h i s  b ir th - p l ac e , 
Gaimal i but move d t o  h i s  own mamata l and at  Kol i .  When 
s crap-met al col l e c t i on star t e d , he became a contract or 
t o  both K . H . D . Hay Pty  L t d  and South Pac i f i c  Trader s . 
He al so  a tra de s t�r e  at  Kol i bu� thi s  thr ive d  
only a s  l ong a s  the met a l  c ol l ec t i ori la s t e d . In  t h i s  
br ief  per i od S�ki s ave d s u f f i c i ent capital  t o  buy a 
l aunch and train two men ·· fr om h i s  mamat a  t o  operate  i t . 
Sak i ' s  bus ine s s  has grown in s trength s ince 1 95 3 . N ow 
he has  a _cat t l e  , fence enc l o s ing 200 acre s . l Member s of 
h is. own · have a s s i s t e d  h im great ly wi th their 
l ab our , wa s paid at a much l ower r a t e  than they 
woul d have receive d in Honiara and oth er place.s . However , 
h i s  kin r ea l i se d , a s  did  Saki , that h is  a s s i st.ance in 
t ime s .  of d i f f icul ty woul d always l? e  for t�1c omi.ng .  T'oday 
h e  i s  r e c o gni s e d  a s  the' mo s t  suc c e s s fu l  �e l ane s i an bus i­
ne s sman in Gua dal c anal , . i f  not  in the '7ntire  S o l omons . 
H e  has not b een a membe r  of  the Gua dal canal C oun c i l , 
a l though at pre sent h e  i s  pr e s i dent o f  the Tadh imboko 
Nat ive C our t . 

Member s of  Sak i ' s  mamata acknowl e dge h im a s  their  
l ea der , and  other member s of Kema ni Gaubata in the Kol i  
P o int area a l s o  tend t o  l ook upon h im a s  their l e a der 
and sp oke sman , part icul ar ly whe n  mat t er s  pert aining t o  
�ema l and are di scu s se d . . Thi s  may b e  be cau s e  

in the Nat ive C our t a n d  al s o  the 
to s afe guar d i t s  l and :r i ght s .  

Her e , then , ar e two contr a s t ing examp l e s  o f  how l ocal  
b i g-men have deve l op e d  i n  s trength and st atus dur ing the 
p o s t -war year s . V ou za ' s r eputat i on at  the outbreak of 
war wa s already we l l  known and the war gave him the 
opp ortunity  t o  demon s tr at e  h i s  out s t anding ab i l i ty a s  a 
mal aga i ; he  was dul y  rec ogni s e d  a s  such . Dur ing the 
Mar ch in·g Rul e  movement V ouza  wa s . the acknowl e dge d b ig­
man of  the Guada l canal :P lains ,. if not of the whol e  i s l and . 
By c on tr a s t , Saki was an ins igni f icant fol l ower of  V ouza 
dur iqg the war . When the Marching Rul e  ended,:i Saki t ook 
a l eading par t in the scrap-metal  c ol l ect ing bus ine s s . 
H i s  acute bus ine s s  s ense  and skil ful manipulat i on of  
kinship  t fe s  have been l ar g�ly r e spons ib l e  f or h i s  
succ e s s  a s  a n  entrepreneur . V ouza h a s  par t ic ipat e d  in 

See p .  2 1 1 . 
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b oth nat ional and l oc a l  pol i t i c s  an d thi s  may have 
inf luence d  the fai lure of h i s  bu sine s s  ent erpri s e , as he  
was unab l e  t o  g ive c l ose  per s onal s upervis ion .  Whi l e  
V ouza ' s  pol i t ical p ower and author i ty have wane d  s ince 
1 9 60 ,  Saki ' s  s tatus as an entrepreneur has gr own . Thi s  
ha s l e d  t o  h i s  rec ognit i on b y  kin and oth er f oll ower s a s  
a b ig-man . F or Saki the future h o l d s  br i ght pr ospe c t s ; 
f or V ouza there i s  s ome sat i s fac t ion in p l aying a minor 
admini s trat ive ·r o l e  and in r e f l e c t ing on h i s  pa s t  gl or ie s . 

The l i fe cyc l e : marr iage9 , b ir ths and death s 

The tradit i ona l pr oc e s s  o f  mar r ia ge wa s fair ly  c om­
p l ex , involving many feas t s  and exchange s  o f  weal th . A 
mar r ia ge was bas ical l y  a mamata a ffair . However , t ie s  
o f  kinship , marr iage , c o-re s idence and r ec ipr oca l  ob l i­
gat ions ensure d the a s s i s t ance o f  other s out s i de the 
mamata . Thi s  a s s i s t ance inc lude d  c ont r ibut i ons t o  b r i de­
pr ice , gift s o f  f oo d  - pigs in par t icul ar - and he l p  in 
prepar ing feast s . A l though the mamata and the l oc a l  
c orrn:nunity c o - operate d in such act ivi t ie s , th·e choice o f  
partner was l ar ge ly l ef t  t o  the indiv i dua l s  c oncerne d .  

I n  t he pas t , l and wa s o ften u s e d  a s  br i de - pr i c e  or t o  
suppl ement br i de - pr ic e . The gr oom ' s mamat a  wou l d 
surrender t o  the br i de ' s mamat a  the owne r sh i p  of  a par t 
o f  the1r m.amat a  l and . H owever , she l l  money was mor e 
c orrn:nonly u s e d ;  it was impor t e d  from Langa Langa on 
Mal aita  in exchange f or p i gs , yams , canoe s and other 
val uab l e s . B e f ore Wor l d War I I , the us ual pr ice  for a 
vir gin br i d� was thir ty s t r ings � f  she l l  money . l I t  was 
c on s i derably  l e s s  for a widow remarrying . I f  the c oupl e  
quar r e l l e d ·s er iou s l y , due t o  c ons i s t ent a du l t er y  b y  one 
par tner ' for' examp l e ' the . o ff ended spou s e  c oul d c omplain 
t o  the maneka par i . Shoul d the maneka p ar i  dec i de t o  
s end the woman back t o  her peop l e , par t o f  the br i de-pr ice 
was re turne d , the amount depending on h ow l ong the y  had 
been marr ied and the number o f  the ir chil'dren . Normal l y  
the chil dren r emaine d with: the ir father ' s  p e op l e . Minor 
quarre l s , h owever , wer e  s e t t l e d  by the o ffen der paying 
smal l  g i ft s  o f  s he l l money t o  the inj ur e d  s pous e . 

Shel l val uab l e s  obt a ine d fr om Langa Langa by the 
Tadhimboko norma l l y  c ons i st e d  of ten s tr ings , e ach one 
fathom ' l ong . The s e  wer e  then r earrang e d  int o group s of  
two t o  s ix str ings . Bri de-pr ice  payment s ent a i l e d  
dif ferent .comb ina t i ons of  s t r ings of  she l l  val uab le s . 
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When a b aby was b orn he was kep t  in the house for 
s ix days wh i l e  the father , as s is t e d  by hi s marnat a  and 
fr i ends , pr epar e d  a feas t . On the s ixth day the b aby 
was br ough t  out s i de and the mother bathe d . The hut in 
whi ch the birth t ook p lace wa s a s pe c i a l  one cons truct e d  
f or the purpo se b eh ind  the or dinary house . I f  the ch i l d  
wa s that o f  a rnaneka par i , he  was made f or a c er t ain 
p er i o d :  he  r emaine d in the hou se and anyone who saw h im 
paid valuabl e s  t o  the the· pr iv i l ege . 
The l i f t ing o f  the brought  great 
feas in whi ch par t ic ipat e d . 

Death , l ike marr iage and b ir th , wa s b a s ical l y  a mamat a  
a f fair in wh ich r elatives and the c ormnunity as a whole 
gave the ir a s s i st ance . The body was not bur ie d  unt i l  
a l l  the c l o s e  r e l at ive s had s e en i t , a nd i f  a rnaneka 
par i die d  h i s  body l ay in s t a t e  f or at  l e a s t  thre e  days . 
The b ody was e i ther bur ie d  in th e hou se or we igh t e d  and 
cast int o the sea  to prevent i l l - disposed  per s ons fr om 
inter fer ing with i t . The mort uary fea s t  was pr ov i de d  
by t h e  dece a s e d ' s  marnata . Dur i ng mourning by the rnane ka 
par i ' s f o l l ower s , they nei ther cl eane d the ir hair nor 
wa she d  unti l  s omeone had ki l l e d  a s tran ger and br ough t  
a par t of h i s  b o dy int o the vil lage . A ft er that only 
the rnaneka par i ' s  irmne diate  famil y  r ema ined in mourning 
unt i l  a s eka wa s b ou gh t , shou l d thi s  be de s ir e d , to fi l l  
the deceased ' s  place  in the c ormnunity . The wi dow was 
free t o  r e turn t o  her p eopl e a f t er she ha d  pai d f ive 
str ings of shel l  money and a pig to her decea s e d  hu sband ' s  
p e op l e . 

The pr eparat i on and c onsumpt i on of  food in a fea s t  
i l lus t r a t e  c l ear ly the funct ional organi sat ion o f  Tadh irn­
b oko s oc iety , and tha t  of the p l a ins genera l ly . Every 
man is  a p ot ent ial feas t - giver , but only the b ig-man 
pr ovi de s  the b igge s t  feast  s inc e thi s  i s  appr opr i a t e  t o  
h is reputa t i on an d wea l th . Apar t from tho se a s s o c ia t e d  
wi th the l i fe cyc l e , feas t s  wer e  normal ly given a f t e r  a 
l ar ge numbe r of  p e op l e  ha d c omp l e t e d  a j oint t a sk s uch 
a s  bui l ding a house or p lant ing a yarn gar den . The feast  
he l d  a t  T enahul u  on  6 July 1 9 66 i s  des cr ib e d  t o  i l l u s ­
t r a t e  how a func t i on of  thi s  nat ure br ough t  t ogether 
l ar ge number s  of  pe opl e from var iou s  par t s  o f  the p l a ins . 

Thi s  fea s t  wa s or gan i s e d  b y  th e b ig-man of T enahulu t o  
c e l ebrate  the c ompl et ion o f  h is h ou s e  and t o  r epay gi f t s  
of food  pr e sent e d  t o  him by other s at fea s t s  he had 
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a t t ended . Thi s  was the fir s t  feast given by him s ince 
he t ook µp r e s i denc e �t Tenahtilu . E�r l¥ in 1965 the b ig­
man dU�cuss e d his intent ion to give a feast  with h i s  
three s ons who l ive d with him at  Tenahu l u . Kinship  t ie s  
al one ensure d  the ir suppor t , wh i l e  c o-r e s i dence meant 
that other hou s ehol d s  in the vil lage woul d support the 
func t i on ( se e  Tab l e  5 . 1 ) . As we l l , the vil lage and it s 
gar dens wer e  on the b ig-man ' s  mamat a  l and , and he ha d 
l e d  the ir mi gra t i on from Tathimane t o  T enahu l u . 

Tab l e  5 . 1  
C ontr ibut i ons of  p i g s  by Tenahul u  r e s i dent s 

for feast , 6 July 1 9 66 

Re s i dent ' s  N o . of  pigs  Ke ma Rel at i onship name c ontr ibute d  

B a l awa Gaubata B i g-man 3 0  
Saya l i  Thons;o B ig-man '. s s on 1 0 
Takayava Thon Bo B i g-man ' s  s on 1 0 
Nai tuku Thon�o B ig-man ' s  s on 1 0 
Navokos o  Gaubata B ig-man ' s  younger 1 5  

br other 
Vakat:uru Gaubata N one 15  
Bua Gaubata Vakaruru ' s  s on 6 
Yava l at a  Thon�o None 10  
Drauna Thon Bo None 10 
L ivai Thon Bo None 9 
Waiyavi Gaubata Yava l at a ' s  s on 15  
T a l anigadi Gaubata  N one 1 0 
Gukisuva Gaubata None 15  
Vosaki  G.aubata N one 9 
Naiwa s ewas e  Gaupat a  N one 2 
Na i l a t iniba Thimbo None 2 
T ava iqica Thimbo· None 2 0  
S ivo Nekama None 20 

Ab out the mi ddl e o f  1965 it  was a·greed  that all yam 
gar qens cul t ivat e d  dur ing the 1 9 65-66 yam s e a s on woul d 
b e  devot e d  t o  the  feas t . From then on , var i ou s  a speq t s  
o f  the pr�parat i on of  t he feast  l oomed l ar ge i n  the 
ac t ivi t i e s  of the T enahulu . A number o f  young men worke d 
in Honiara and Santa I sabe l  ·l at e  in 1 9 6 5  and dur ing the 
f ir s t  thr e e  month s of  1 9 66 to earn money to purch a s e  p ig s  



f r om vil l ager s in the inter ior of  Tadhimboko East  and 
Vul ol o . Other s manipu l a te d cu s t omary ob l i gat ions in 
or der to c ontr ibute t o  the s t or e  o f  f ood . 
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Dur ing Apr il  and May 1 9 66 the yam crop was harve s t e d  

an d s t or e d  in small hut s built for the pur pos e  in the 
gar den s or br ought home for s a f e  ke eping . More than 1 00 
ba ske t s o f  yams wer e  s old by the Tenahulu in Honiar a 
market at the end o f  May , and mo s t  pr o c ee d s wer e  s p ent 
on the feast . By th i s  t ime , too , the men had a l r eady 
c ommence d  making � '  the woo den f ood b owl s f or whi ch 
the pla ins  pe op l e  ar e famous . Three weeks b e f ore the 
fe a s t  s ome men . an d  women from Tenahulu v i s i t e d  the 
c oa s t a l  vi l l age s o f  Ga ima l i ,  Papagu., Kal i and Tumur ora  
t o  arrange f or s ome c oc onut s  for the f e a s t . Al though 
the Tenahul u  had · o f fer e d  t o  pay for the c oconut s in 
c a sh , the c o a s t a l  p e op l e wou l d  not acc ep t any cash pay­
m�nt s f or they ma intaine d that the feas t  was not a 
money-making enterpr i s e  and that the food  pr epared  was 
f or the p e op l e  in the er:i.t ire  di str ict  t o  eat . 

F or the two weeks be f or e  6 July 1 9 66 th ere was inten­
s ive  act ivity in T enahulu .  The yam cr op wa s car r i e d  
into the v i l l age and p l aced  i n  smal l  basket s e s pec ial ly 
ma de for the purp o s e . The p i gs wer e br ought t ogether 
near the vil lage and arrangement s  to br ing thos e  f r om 
other areas wer e  f inal i se d .  A week b e for e  the fea s t , 
memb er s  o f  the b ig-man ' s  mamata , and tho s e  r el at e d  t o  
h im and other Tenahul u  vil l a ger s thr ough marr iage , 
arr ive d from bush and c oa s t al v i l l age s with g i f t s  of 
yam s  and p i gs . They had par t icul ar l y  c ome to he l p. pre ­
par e gho l a  ( pake d gra t e d  c a s s ava ) a n d  the de l icacy � 
( ma she d purp l e  yam with c oc onut cream)  which was an 
e s s ent ia l c omponent of  tradi t i onal feas t s  i n  thi s area . 

Gue s t s  fr om v i l l a ge s  on the coast and inter ior o f  
T a dhimboko Ea s t , Par ipao and Vul ol o s tar t e d  arr iving 
in T enahulu  the day be fore the f e a s t . Mos t  Tadh imb oko 
W e s t  v i l l a ger s and gue s t s  fr om H oniara di d not c ome unt i l  
the feas t - day . A t  about noon on the app oint e d  day the 
Tenahu l u , s upervis e d  by the b i g-man , s tar t e d  arranging 
the food  int o heap s in a l ar ge , open space in the middl e  
o f  the v i l l age . Baske t s o f  ghola ,  yams , and bowl s .of  � 
dec or at e d  wi th b e t el nut and pepper vine wer e  brought in 
( s ee P l at e  5 . 2 ) . The pigs wer e strangl e d  but not b l e d  
and the car c a s s e s  wer e  not c l eane d . Accor ding t o  cu s t om ,  
the rec ip ient s dec i de wha t  t o  do wi th them . They wer e  
placed  over the f ir e  t o  burn s l i gh tl y . 
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Pl at e  5 . 2 .  Food di str ibut i on at T enahu lu ' s  tradi t i onal 
feast 

The d i s t r ibu t ion o f  food fo l l owed a c l ear pat t ern . 
The f ir s t B l l oc at ion con s i s t ed o f  heap s  pr e s ent e d  t o  the 
l ocal b ig -men t o  whom the Tenahu lu b ig-man owed s pe c ial 
obl igat ions . Tab l e  5 . 2 shows that the l ar ge s t  numbers  o f  
p i g s  in any ind iv i dual p i l e  went t o  S aki o f  Kol i and 
Ver e s i  o f  Komukama , men to whom the T enahu lu b ig -man owed  
spe c ial debt s ,  b o th in the prepar at ion of  the  pre s ent 
feast  and in pr evi ou s  g i ft s of food . On th i s  o c c a s ion 
Ver e s i  he lped by supplying p i g s  and some yams wh i l e S aki 
provided l ar ge quant i t i e s  o f  r ipe  coconut s .  Both S aki 
and the Tenahulu b ig -man ar e a l s o  memb er s  of Kema ni 
Gaub at a .  The s e cond al l ocat ion of food went t o  a l l  the 
v i l l age s and s e t t l emen t s  repre sented in the feast , incl ud­
ing gue s t s  fr om Hon iar a . The se heap s wer e  much smal l e r  and 
none cont a ined a who l e  p i g . Of 2 1 8  p igs  amas sed for the 
fea s t , 25� wer e  pre sent ed to the l o cal b ig-men , . 1 5 7 � were 
shared among the  v i l l age s repr e sent ed , wh i l e  3 5  wer e not 
kil l ed on the day of the fea s t  but s l aught ered at a l a t er 
date �nd consumed by the feas t - g iver s thems e lve s .  

Al though b ig -men figur e  prominen t ly in the pr e s en­
t at i on o f  food  in a feast , very l it t l e  o f  a b i g -man ' s  
shar e i s  act ual ly consumed by hims e l f  and his  hou seho l d . 
Vou z a ' s  shar e , for examp l e , wa s divided among the peop l e  
o f  Roroni al ong with t h e  al l ocat i on f o r  that vi l l age . 
S aki ' s  share o f  s ix p i g s  d id no t r each Kol i  for h e  had 
instruc t e d  member s of  his mamat a , who at t ended the feast  



on  h i s  b ehal f ,  t o  d i s t r ibute the p i gs t o  thr ee individ­
ual s who he lped h im prov i de for a previou s feas t . 

S aki 
Vouza  
Bai  
Ver e s i  
Vu ce 

Tab l e  5 . 2  

P ig s  pre sented t o  l oc a l  b ig-men at 
T enahu lu feas t , 6 Ju ly 1 9 6 6  

Roroni 
Gorab au 
Komukama 
Kokomu 

On the day p f  the feast  more than 200 gue s t s  wer e  
pre s ent i n  T enahu lu . Ab out hal f  o f  the s e  returned t o  
the ir vi l l age s the s ame day , whi l e  tho se  fr om d i s t ant 
v i l l age s ret urned the fo l l owing day . Very l it t l e  of the 
food di s t r ibu t ed , p i g  me at in p ar t icular , could have been 
consumed on the spot . In stead , gue s t s t ook the ir shar e 
t o  the ir own home s and ate  i t  there  aft er fur ther cooking . 

The mo s t  important mea surement recognised  by t he p l ains 
p e op l e  in evaluat ing the s ize and succe s s  of a fea s t  i s  
the number . of p i g s  p rov ided for gue s t s .  The numb er o f  
p i g s col l ec ted f or the T enahu lu feast  indicat e s  that i t  
was a b i g  fea s t . b y  Tadhimb oko s t andar d s . It i s  c l e ar that 
a l arge amount of money was involved in i t s  preparat i on : 
al l the p i g s consume d , i f  s o l d  for cash at about 25<;:  p er 
lb  l ive we i ght , or $ 1 6  to  $ 20 per animal , wou l d  have 
fet ched ab out $ 3 , 400 to $4 , 3 60 - enough to buy a n ew truck 
or trac t or . However , the pr imary purpo s e  o f  the fe ast  
was no t t o  make money , but  r ather t o  meet cu s t omary ob l i ­
gat ions and b o l s t er the repu t at ion o f  the b ig-man and h i s  
fol l ower s .  
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Chap ter 6 

Manipu l at ion of l and 

1 The cu s t omary l and l aw 

The pre s ent sy s t em of l and tenure in Tadhimboko 
funct i ons  within the c ontemp or ary soc ial  framework and 
s oc i al rel at ionship s based  lar gely on the kema and the 
mamat a .  However , it i s  the mamat a which i s  vital  in 
t erms o f  l and owner ship : the mamat a ' own s ' the l and as 
a group , on the bas is  that it s e l der s were i t s  f ir st  
occupant s .� Thi s  s ituat ion is  c omp l icat ed by  the  exi stence 
o f  the b i g -man , who can al l oc at e  l and -u sage r ight s to h i s  
suppor t e r s  and fo l l ower s ,  even i f  the l and invo lved doe s  
not bel ong t o  h i s  mamat a .  

Near ly al l l and-owning mamat a  c l aim r ight s  over more 
than one b l o ck of l and . Actual aut hority over the 
mamat a ' s l and i s  cu s t omar ily ve s t ed in an individual : the 
bere  t aoni par i  n i  mamat a ,  the guardian o f  the mamat a ' s 
l and . The b ere  t aoni pari i s  u sual ly the senior male  
member o f  the  mamat a .  Trad i t i on r equir e s  that the b ere 
t aoni par i consu l t  other adu l t  member s  o f  hi s mamat a  when 
mat ter s of  l and t enure a.pd us age affect ing the ir l and are 
c on s ider ed . But becau s e. o :f kinship and marr iage t ie s  and 
the d e s ir e  t o  ma int ain good s ocial  relat i ons , par t ic ipant s 
in the s e  informal t alks somet ime s inc lude members  o f  d'i f­
ferent mamat a  o f  the same or d i fferent kema'. 2 Author ity 
over the  mamat a ' s  l and p a s s e s  t o  the  eldest  brother unt i l  
a l l  that gener at ion i s  exhau sted ; i t  then p a s s e s  to  the 
e l d e st s i s t er ' s son . However , guardiansh ip wi l l  pas s t o  
a femal e  i f  n o  mal e s  are a l ive or the chi ldren are t oo 

1 Al though the cu s t omary l and l aw i s  an e s sent ial part o f  
the social  sys t em ,  i t  i s  deal t with separat e l y  here because 
o f  it s vital  role  in the patt ern o f  r e s ource u s e . 
2 Inter -mamat a d i s cu s s ions apparently  took pl ace when 
l and was al ienat ed  early  thi s century . "  
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young . The e ld e s t  s i s t er ' s son ' s author i ty over the 
mamat a ' s l and may not be recogn i s e d  i f  h i s  father was 
not a man of mean s  a nd was the r e fore  unab l e  to enhanc e , 
in s o c ial ly acceptab l e  way s his  s on ' s p o s i t i on o f  sen-
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i or i ty . Thu s author i ty over l and may . b e  d e c i de d  
and c emented b y  s ocial  pre st  power . Where the 
mamat a c l a ims s everal widely scatter ed b l ocks o f  l and , a 
number o f  here t aoni par i are nominated from among . the 
adu l t  mal e  memb e r s . Thi s  pract ice  o f t en hel p s  exp l ain , 
or  l ead t o , change s in re sidence . 

By virtu e  o f  memb er ship in a l and-owning mamat a ,  
individual s acquire r ight s o f  owner ship and usage over 
the group's l and s . They may c l ear vir gin fore s t  ( ber i au ) 
in the ir own l and wi thout asking the mamat a  head . They 
a l one  ar e con s i d'ered  as owner s o f  the l an d  . . Non-member s 
o f  the mamat a  mu s t  app ly for t he permi s s ion o f  the mamat a  
head t o  cl ear and cu l t ivate  l and , and may b e  ext ende d  
u sage r i ght s only . Within t h e  cont ext o f  the sub s i s t ence 
e c onomy , r eque s t s  for u s age r i ght s are u sual ly  gr ant ed  , 
and their ext ens ion t o , and u se by , non-memb er s o f  the 
owning unit  vi s ib ly cr eat e an d  expr e s s  numer ou s  s o c ially 
s anct ioned t ie s  and ob l i gat ions . Men who marry into the 
l and-owning mamat a have a sp e c i al advant age in r e l at i on 
t o  the u s e  o f  the ir wive s ' mamat a  l and . As the ir chi l dren 
are member s of the owning mamat a ,  the mamat a  head i s  
ob l iged t o  ext end u sage r i ght s t o  the father s .  W ith the 
knowl edge and approval o f  the mamat a head , men marr ied 
int o the mamat a  c an ext end u s age r i ght s to the ir brothers 
and s i ster s ' hu sband s .  However , such a p r iv i l ege i s  not 
gr ant ed  a s  of r ight . 

S on s  and daught er s o f  a male member o f  the owning 
mamat a  have l and ownership r ight s el s ewhere through the ir 
mother . However , the fathe r  can al l o cate  p ar t  of h i s  
mamata ' s l and t o  h i s  s o n  and give · him ful l u s age r i ght s 
ove r  i t . The s ame u s age r i ght s can b e  ext ended t o  the 
dau ther ' s hu sb and . Unl e s s  

.
r e l at i on ship s with it  are 

s everely s t r a ined , ind ividu�l s l acking previou s s o c i al 
l inks with the owning mamat a  c an b e  gr ant ed u s age r i ght s .  
S u ch g e stur e s  are said t o  · b e  made in  the name o f  s o c ial  
s o l idar ity , in the b e l ie f ' that al l r e s i dent s in the 
v i l l age ar e ' one peop l e ' . 

The l o�al ·b{g -man i s. in fluent i a l  in grant ing l and-u s e  
r ight s wi th in hi s own community . I f  he i s  a member o f  
the l and- owning unit , thi s  g ive s · him added powet , and 
indeed  he is ob liged , t o  a l l ocate  u sage r ight s to h i s  
fol l ower s .  Y e t  i f  the b i g -man i s  n o t  a member o f  t he 
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l and-owning mamat a ,  hi s inf luence , pre s t i ge and p ower 
al one enab l e  h im t o  extend u s age r ight s t o  hi s fol l ower s .  

There  are cert ain cu s t omary means o f  acquiring l and on 
an ind ivi dual , family or mamata bas i s , r e l i c s  of wh ich 
exi s t  t oday as the ba s i s  o cont inu ing c l a ims to  l and . 
Land i s  paid in l ieu o f ,  or t o  supp l ement , br ide�pr i ce � 
Because the organ i sat i on o f  marriage i s  b a s i cal ly  a mamat a  
a f fair i n  which memb er s  c o - operat e , l and tran s ferred  in 
this  way become s. the property of the br ide ' s  mamat a . In 
Tadhimboko , b l o cks  of l and t r an s ferred as  par t of bride­
price  are u sual ly sma l l  and few exce ed t en acr e s  in area . 

Ind iv i dual s as s o c iated  with the l ocal  b ig -man can 
acquire u sage and owner ship r i ght s over part o f  the mamat a 
l and , but only very spar ingly , and only i f  the r e c ip i ent 
has c on s i s t ently  as s i s te d  the b i g -man in feas t s  and o ther 
funct i on s . Such r i ght s t hen appr oximat e ind ivi dual owner ­
ship t o  s ome ext ent . The individual ' s  s on and h i s  
d aughter ' s hu sband can acquire u s age r ight s  over the l and , 
but it s sub s equent inhe r i tance through the mat r i l ineal 
mamat a  b r ings  i t  b ack t o  col l e c t ive owner ship . 

The prov i s ion o f  a mor tuary feast  al s o  occas ion s the 
tran s fer of intere s t s  in , and right s t o ,' the mamat a ' s 
l and , but more o f t en only u s age right s and econom i c  t r e e s  
are tran s ferred in compens at ion . Thi s  happens i f  the 
deceased ' s r el at ive s cannot sat i s factor i ly meet the ir 
c u s t omary ob l i gat ion t o  bury the ir  dead in a social ly 
accep t ab l e  manner . 4l though thi s par t i cu l ar social cu s t om 
i s  the b a s i s  o f  owner ship o f  sp e c i f i c  b l o cks o f  l and in 
T adh imb oko t od ay , the pract i ce has l ong been d i s cont inued . 

Permanent improvement s s u ch as  nur tured or p l anted 
fru it  t r ee s , ·bambo o  and sago grove s for hou se  bu i l d ing , 
are ca nut for the bet e l  mixture , and coconut t r e e s  for 
dome s t ic u se , are the prope rty of the cul t ivat or . The s e  
impr ovement s provide e i the r  she l t er or su s t enance and f i t  
int o the context o f  the Tadhimb oko sub s i s tence economy . 
O f  c ou r s e , the owner o f  a par t i cu l ar improvement can 
ext end the pr ivi lege o f  u se o f  the pr oduc t s  o f  hi s labour 
to h i s  own chi l dren and their  spou s e s . A t  the owner ' s 
death the improvement i s  inher i t ed by the s i s t er ' s  son , 
but thi s  change o f  ownership does  not  pr oh ib it the owner ' s  
o f f spr ing u s ing i t  wi th the approval o f  the new owner . 

The inheri tance and t r ans fer o f  abandoned gar den s i t e s  
and regenerat ing for e s t  ( karub a ) ,  whi ch may be  c ons idered 
t emporary ' improvement s ' , al s o  have an impor t ant pl ace in 
the sy s t em of inter e s t s in , and r ight s t o , l and . The 
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karub a , d e sp i te i t s  den se tree c over , i s  never cons idered 
to return to vir gin for e s t  to whi ch no pr ior u s age r i ght s 
exi s t : al though it  may be  abandoned for t en t o  fi f t een 
year s ,  the ini t i a l  c l e ar er has excl u s ive right s of u s age 
over hi s ab andoned b l o ck . Such r i ght s ar e c l o se ly though 
unobtru s ively guarded . Right s to  the karub a may p a s s 
through the mamat a  from man t o  s i s t er ' s  son or out s ide 
the . mamat a  to s on and daughter 1· s hu sband a:nd th i s ,  be­
c au s.e of  exogamou s marriage , may we l l  involve its  t r an s ­
fer t o  a d i f ferent kema . The karuba may al so  p a s s be tween 
two unrel ated vi l l ager s when i t  i s  a l l o cated by the l o cal 
b ig-man t o  member s o f  hi s community in accordance wi th 
the ne twor k o f  r e c ipr o c i ty o f  whi ch he i s  him s e l f  the 
cent ral and. dominant figure . The t r an s fer of  the karub a 
involve s much negot i a t i on and re-empha s i s e s  the numerous 
l inks within a community . Bu t .in the use  and t r ans fer 
of r i ght s to the karub a ,  the �eal i t ie s  of land u s age and 
l and owner ship show l it t l e  corre l at i on . Thi s incon s i s t ency 
between the recogni sed ' l aw ' and the operat ive real ity 
ind icat e s  the e s s ent i al flexib il ity of T adhimboko l and 
al l ocat ion . 

The d i str ibut ion o f  mamat a  
h o l d ings  

N e ar ly every l and-owning mamat a  c l aim s  owner ship 
r ight s over more than one b l o ck of l and and the s e  b l o cks 
are non- cont iguou s . Thi s  is mo s t  cl ear ly demon s t r ated 
by mamat a  holdings  we s t  o f  t he Nal imb iu ( se e  F i g . 6 . 1 ) ,  
where f i fteen mamat a  ( the s ixt eenth i s  now ext inc t ) 
c l a im owner ship o f  thir ty separate  hol d ing s . The hol d ings  
o f  a p ar t i cu l ar mamat a. c an be  far  ap art , as  the fol l owing 
examp l e s  show . Two ho l d ings of Mamat a  T l  are s epar at ed 
by a 200-yard-wide s t r ip o f  l and owned by Mamat a  L 2  
( s outhea s t  o f  G i lut ae ) , whil e l ands  o f  Mamat a L l  by the 
we s t  b ank of the Nal imb iu and the holding adj acent t o  
Tenavatu i n  the ext reme we st  are s ep arated b y  nine 
b l ocks o f  d i f ferent mamat a  l and co�er ing a d i s t ance o f  
mor e than 3 . 5  m i l e s . · Indeed , only two mamat a i n  th i s  
l ocal i ty , Mamat a G6 and T l , own l and extending un int er ­
rup t ed for l ong d i s t ance s . Thi s p at t ern i s  seen al s o  in 
the ar ea  around Roroni on b o th s ide s o f  the B a l e suna· 
River ( see  F i g � 6 : 1 ) . Ther e , t oo , is a l ar ge b l ock o f  
l and owned b y  Mamat a  G 3  who se o ther l and l i e s  four mi l e s  
away , o n  both s id e s  o f  the Nal imb iu . The mamat a ho l d ings  
around Roron i are genera l ly c ont iguou s and much l arger , 
with t o t al ar e a s  ranging fr om 400 t o  3 , 000 acre s . We st  
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o f  the Nal imb iu ,  however , mamat a  hol d ings ar e sma l l , the 
r an ge in area  b eing from 10 to 1 , 000 acre s . 

The p at tern o f  di stribut ion of mamat a ho l d ings i l lu s ­
t r a t e s  such fact or s as . t h e  d i sp er s ed s et t l ement s o f  e arly 
mamat a  e l der s and l and t r an s fe r s  between mamat a . The 
s i z e  o f  a par t i cul ar mamat a  holding was prob ably determin­
ed by the l ack of c l aim on the l and when the el der s 
arr ived and the ir  mob i l ity over the l and . The incr e a s e  
in the numb er o f  ho l dings and t h e  s i z e  o f  l and owned b y  
a par t i cu l ar mamat a may be  due t o  t h e  ext inct i on o f  the 
ori g inal  owne r s . . .If a mamat a  became ext inct , the mamat a  
( o f  the same �ema ) normal ly a s s oc i ated with i t  i n  tra­
d i t ional a ff a i r s  acqu ired owner ship r i ght s over t he vacant 
l and . 

Mamat a ho l d ing s , phy s i cal  condi t ions 
and ni.amat a  popu l at ion 

Unl ike the phy s ic a l  featur e s  of Tadhimb oko , ecol ogical  
cond i t ions vary from l ocal i ty t o  l o c al i ty , and t o  s ome 
degr·ee a f fect  al l mama t a  ho l d ing s . The d i str ibut ion of  
so i l  typ e s  and pr e sent p l an t - cover i l lu st r at e  this  var i ­
a t i on be tween hol ding s , both intr a -mamat a  and int er -mama t a . 
The gr as s l and had t r ad i t ion al ly been the be s t  hunt ing 
ground and not  all mamat a  are favoured in th i s  regard . 
The who l e  coas t l ine o f  Tadhimboko has s o i l  r anging from 
s and t o  s andy al luvium , and i s  pre sent ly co conut l and . 
It s high rate o f  wat er permeab i l ity , and therefor e i t s  
extr eme l i ab il ity to  dry c ond i t i ons , make thi s s o i l  type 
the l e a s t  f avour ab l e  for gardening . Of the 15  l iving 
mamat a own ing l and we s t  o f  the Nal imb iu , 7 own b l ocks 
par t ly or whol ly o f  thi s soil type . From the point of 
view o f  good gar dening l and , the remaining 8 mamat a ar e 
favour ed by the pre s ence o f  recent al luvium wi th a vege­
tat i on of secondary and r�generat ing fore s t . N atural ly 
mamat a ho l d ings  with thick depo s i t s  o f  recent a l luv ium 
aJ:m t the Na l  imb iu R iver and ar e ther e for e mos t  suscep­
t ib l e  t o  flood damage . Bank ero s i on can be  s er ious and. 
the r iver may actua l ly change i t s  cour se .  

Away from the fr equen t ly wind- swept coast  and it s b l ack 
s and and the r e cent al luvial  depo s i t s  o f  the we st  b ank of 
the Nal imbiu , o l der al luvium predomina t e s . Mo s t  of this  
l an d  i s  c overed wi th natur al gr a s � , e sp ec i a l ly Themed a  
au str'al i s  and Imp er a t a  cyl indr i ca , br oken by ' r ibbon s ' 
and ' i s l and s ' o f  secondary for e s t . Mamat a Tl  and G6  
have mo s t  o f  thi s typ e  o f  l and . 
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The p at tern o f  d i s t r ibut ion o f  s o i l s  and veget at i on in 
r e l at ion to mamat a ho l d ing s in Roroni is s imi l ar to  tha t 
found we st  o f  the Nal imb iu . 

The numbe r  o f  holdings  and the t o t a l  area of  l and 
c l aimed by the mamat a in T adhimboko vary great ly , a s  
T ab l e  6 . 1  shows for three mamat a fr om d if feren t  kema . 
Ther e  i s  a l s o  much var i at i"on in the popu l a t i on o f  the 
l and-owning mama t a . In the examp l e s  c it ed , the mamat a  
which are l egal owner s o f  l arge areas o f  l and have sma l ler 
popul at ions than t he mamat a  which cl aim a sma l l  ar e a  o f  
l and : e ach memb er o f  Mamat a T 4  own s , o n  the aver age , 1 0 . 6  
acr e s  o f  cus t omary l and , whi l e  members  o f  Mamat a  H l  e ach 
have owner ship r ight s  to 1 0 9 . 2  acre s . Mamat a  Gl O fal l s  
b e tween the se  extr eme s . 

Mamat a  

Kema n i  
Thimbo 

( T4 ) 
Kema ni  
Thon go 

(Hl ) 
Kema ni  
-----

G aub_a t a  
( G l O ) 

Tab l e  6 . 1  

The l and and p opul at ion o f  
three mamata in Tadh imb oko , 1966 

L and owned Mamat� _E_O_E_u l at ion No . o f  Tot al Men Women Chil dren Total  b l ocks acreage 

3 5 3 0  1 2  1 1  2 7  50 

2 3 , 8 2 2  9 1 1  1 5  3 5  

4 1 , 2 90  4 5 2 5  3 4  

Acr e age 
p er 

_E_er s on 

1 0 . 6  

1 09 . 2  

3 7 . 9  

Al though the mama t a  has t err i t or i a l  r ight s ,  it i s  not a 
t err i t or i al un it . It s members  ar e  s c at t ered thr oughout the 
r e g ion . The p l ac e s  o f  r e s idence of memb e r s  of the thr e e  
mamat a  i n  T ab l e  6 . 1 ar e shown in Tab l e  6 . 2 .  It  i s  cl e ar 
----

from the se  examp l e s that mama t a  member s do no t alway s 
r e s ide on the ir l and . Exogamou s marr iage , the matr il ineal 
system of social  a f fi l iat i on ,  the v ir i l ocal natur e o f  
r e s i dence , and the network o f  s ocial  ob l i gat ion s  i n  whi ch 
the local b ig -man i s  the cent ral  figure , al l t end to  
encour age the wide di spe r s al of  membe r s  of  a mama t a . Thu s 
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l and-owne r ship r i ght s o f  mamat a member s mo s t  commonly 
app ly to areas  out s i de the ir p l ac e s  of r e s idence . 

V i l l age 

S ua g i  
Ror oni 
Gor abau 
Kokomu 
Tat au 
Tenahulu 
P ar i s i s i  
P ap agu 
Tumur ora 
Komuporo 
Nal ivovo 
Gaimal i 
G i lutae 
Abuab il i 
Vur a  
A o  l a  
T o t a l  

T a b l e  6 . 2  

P l ac e s  o f  r e si dence o f  memb e r s  o f  
three  in Tadhimboko 

Kema n i  
Thimbo ( T4 )  
No . % 

1 8  
0 
7 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 
2 
9 
5 
0 

50  

3 6 . 00 
0 

14 . 00 
2 . 00 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 6 . 00 
0 
0 

4 . 00 
1 8 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

0 
1 00 

Kema n i  
Thongo (Hl ) 
No . % 

7 20 . 00 
4 1 1 . 43 
2 '  5 .  7 1  
0 0 
0 0 
2 5 .  7 1  
7 20 . 00 
0 0 
5 14 . 2 9 
0 0 
7 20 . 00 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 2 . 8 6 

3 5  1 00 

U sage r i ght s and d i s t r ibut ion 
o f  hold ings 

Kema ni 
G aubat a ( G l O )  

No .  % 
9 
8 
5 
1 
1 
0 
0 
7 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 

34 

2 6 . 4 7  
2 3 . 5 2 
14 . 7 2 

2 . 94 
2 . 94 

0 
0 

20 . 5 9 
0 
0 
0 

8 . 8 2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 00 

An examinat ion o f  the d i str ibut ion o f  l and -u sage r i ght s 
in r e l a t i on t o  the d i str ibution o f  mamat a hold ing s wi l l  
show mor e accur ately the corre l at ion , o r  l ack o f  i t , b e ­
tween the real i t ie s  o f  agr i cul tur al work and the l aw o f  
l and owner ship . T ab l e  6 . 3  shows t h e  kema memb er ship o f  
v i l lager s and the ir wive s in two p art s o f  T adhimboko -
Ror oni and . the l and we s t  of the Nalimb iu River - and the 
mamat a hol dings on wh i ch their gar den s are l ocat e d . In 
Roroni not  one ind ividual cul t ivat e s  h i s  own mam.at a  l and , 
and only  one ( Tubu ) cul t ivat e s  l and owned by h i s  wi fe ' s  
mamat a .  The maj or ity o f  ind iv idual gardener s are members  
o f  Kema n i  G aub a t a  cu l t ivat ing Thongo l and opp o s i t e  the 
v i l l age ; they al s o  maint a in gar dens on Kema ni G aub a t a  
l and but o f  a d i f ferent mamat a ,  s outh of  t h e  vi l l age . 
The maj or ity o f  Kema ni  Gaubat a men in Ror oni have . the ir 



Village Name 
Gilutae Qalo 
Tl and G2* Kawanivere 

Vuki 
Qal irer� 

::��c i  
N"v"r'l.lat 
B�latale 
Tukai 
Mate 

Makile Bale 
n- Waqanitoga 

Waka 
u .  

Ravus o  
L oaloa 
Delai 
Tuicama 
Caucau 
Babokola 
Natuituba 
Bebeloa 
Tale 
S eniloli 
Ulu *** 

Gaimali Jaqali -Ll--
Marama 
Ulunikuita 
Losalini 
l:'amauto 
Toga 
Mucu 
Lolou 
Tavukitu 
Covulaca 
Sogare 
Mila 
Kama 
Tute 
Matai.ka 
Kulabau 
Tukana 
Deceased wife 

Tab l e  6.3 

Kema and mamata of vil lagers , their wives and lands on which 
their gardens are located , 1966 

Kema ni Kema ni Kema ni Kema ni 
"GaU'Sata T!Wilgo Ihimbo -r:athr 

T4 
_'£4. 

G2** 
...'!±_ 

T8 
_Q_li 

12 
.Q±. 

T 2  
T 2  

G 2 2  
G6 

_fil_ 
G23 

T2 
T8 

G25 
T8 

G24 
H8 

G26 
Ll 

T8 
G8 

Ll 
GlO 
G5 

TlO 
G5 

H6 
Gl9 

__'!]_ 
G19 

Ll 
G20 
G4 
Gl 

T8 
H4 

G21 
T3 

GS 

Kema ni Others Ne"Kima 

Malait 

Mamata land on which --garden located 
Tl , GS 

G2 

Tl GS 

Tl 

G2 

T2, G3 

G2 G3 

G4 

G 2 , G3 , Llv 
L2 
G4 

G4 

L l ,  T4 

G8 
G4 

T l ,  T3 

Tl 

G4 

G4 

T l  

Gl , G 4  

G4 

� 0 °' 



S opapera Nabaro 
G4 Sese 

Tora 
Rokolewasau 
Colata 
Cakacaka 
Mas i l ac a  *** 

Abuabili Vesi 
-GS ___ Ma�a 

Manusoni 
Va tea 
S i  kit a 
Vosarua 
Kotoiwasa *** 
Meki *** 

Ra vu Cakau 
G7 Dauvosa 

Ravula 
Tonas il a  
Wasaca 
Tupou 
t;aKooau 
Tulia 

Nal imera Ra tu 
-GB ___ Coni�a 

Bavadra 
n. 

Ravugona 
Musudroka 

Taraia Dominiko 
� Moko i s a  

Turagarere 
Moro 
Qali 
Sucudua 
Bese 
Taus ere 
Ceketa 
Draudau 

Lathiko Nalewa 
Ll v L 2  Q iolevu 

Gavidi *** 
Maluka Volau 
n- Matanimeke 

Mo t o  
Vute 

Tearoku Turukawa 
T 2  B o l e  

H4 
G4 
G4 

H4-
� 
_'f� 

_(;if_ 
GS 

T4 

GS 
Gl7 

Jg_ 

GlS 
_±� 

GlS 
G27 

J& 

G2B 

Tl 
GlB 

Tl 
H 5  

Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Mal ait. 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 

Mala:i.1 
}i�_�a 

�:i!��:: 
Malai.tan 
Malaitan 

Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 

Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malaitan 

Malaitan 

Malaitan 
Rennell 

G4 

G4 

G4 

EL 
GS 

G5 

G5 
-G5 R1 
G 7  

G6 
-G-1 G6 

T5 

GB , T l  

G B  L l  

GB 
G3 

T l  

T l  

T l  

T l  

G l  

Ll v L 2  
T l  

Gl 

T 2 , GS 
1--' 
0 -.I 



Kema ni 

Table 6 .  3 cont . 

Kema and mamata of vil lager s ,  their wives and lands on which 
--- their gardens are located, 1966 

Kema ni Kema n i  Kema ni Kema ni 
Village Name 'liaiil)ata:" 'fllciiigo T1iliiibo Liithi NeKa"ma 

Roroni Jacob Vouza HZ 
� Irene 

Mat ia 
Vakaoca H9 
Raso lea 
Naikoro 
Naitokatoka 
Vuikuka �� 
Nasarava Gl 
Bolarua 
Vanua HZ 
Lovo G29 
Volavola HlO 
Q ica H9 
Vuiyasawa HlO 
Mu lo GlO 
Tubu H l l  
Ucalevu Hl 
Marama 
Makutu Gl 
Gu cake G30 
Ranadi GZ9 
Vakaoti GZ9 
Maba --12. 
Tukasara G31 
Daudara HlO 
Bogiwalu G14 
Terna 
Vatanimoto GS 
Elava Hll 
Tuqota G31 
Bakalevu HZ 
Dara *** G7 
Takalai *** _Qg 
Vuliwale *** HlO 
Tawayaga *i'* Hl.0 
u 

Kalokalo Hl2 
* The mamata owning the land on which the village i s  located . ** G ,  H�, and L represent the five kema while the number denotes the p art icular 

mamata o f  the individual concerned . --*** S ingle man. 

16_ 

Others 

Malaitan 
Mal aitan 

Malaitan 
Malaitan 
Malait an 

Malaitan 

S anta 
I s abel 

Mamata land on which 
:Aarden located 

Hl 

Hl 

Hl 

Hl 

HI G9 

HI , G 9  

G9 

Hl 

Hl , G9 

Hl 

Hl 

Hl G9 

H i  

H l  

Hl , G 9  

H l  

� 
_M 
Hl 

"'""' 0 CX> 
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mamat a l and in the interior o f  T adh imb oko E as t  wh i l e  a 
few (Nas arava , Vat animoto  and D ar a ) have owner shi p r ight s  
we st  o f  the Nal imb iu . Vol avo l a  and Vul iwal e  are brother s 
who cul t ivate the ir f ather ' s  mamat a  l and . F i g . 6 . 2 shows 
the d i str ibut ion of the se  l an d  r i ght s .  

The p o s it ion i s  mar kedly  d i f ferent we st  o f  the Nal imb iu 
( see  F i g . 6 . 3 ) wher e el even individual s cul t ivate their  
own mamat a  l and , and one  o f  the se  al s o  has  a gar d en on  
l and b e l ong ing t o  h i s  own kema . N ine other s have garden s 
only on l and o f  the ir own kema . F ive peop l e  have garden s  
only o n  l and o f  a d i f fer ent kema , a lthough four o ther s  
maint a in gardens only o n  l and o f  the ir own kema . The 
o ccurr ence of s ome ind iv idual s in more than� g r oup 
re sul t s  fr om the ir cu l t ivat ion o f  gardens in hold ings o f  
mamat a  and kema other than the ir own . Ther e  i s  o n ly one 
man gardening on his wi fe ' s  mamat a  l and , thi s i s  Nab ar o  
o f  S op apera who i s  a member o f  Kema n i  Thongo whi ch has 
no l and in thi s  ar e a . Onl y one man cul t ivat e s  l and owned 
by hi s father ' s  mamat a ;  thi s  is  J aqal i ,  who s e  fat her i s  
Ramo l i ,  the he ad o f  Mamat a  G4 . 

Thus i n  the two l ocal it i e s  examined , Roron i  shows no 
connect ion be tween the real it ie s of l and use and owner ­
ship wh i l e  we s t  o f  the Nal imb iu there i s  s ome cor r e lat ion . 
A f ew peop l e  in both areas  acquire u s age r ight s o n  their 
wive s ' or f ather ' s  l and s ,  bu t the great maj ority cu l t i ­
vate gardens o n  land o f  a di f ferent mamat a  or kema . Thi s  
indicat e s  that karuba b e l ong ing t o  kem�e b e ing 
ut i l i sed by member s o f  other kema . 

Right s a s so c iated with 
improvement s 

Impr ovement s made t o  l and are arb itrar i ly div i ded 
her e int o shor t - t erm impr ovement s , of  whi ch food g arden s 
are the mo s t  imp ort ant , and l ong-t erm improvement s ,  o f  
wh ich coconut t r e e s  are the mo st  impor t ant . 

When a cu l t ivated  gar den i s  abandoned and karub a  
deve l op s , the p l anter ' s  exc lu s ive r i ght t o  p ar t i cu-
l ar b l ock remains . In Roroni t oday only one ind iv idual 
( Tuka s ar a )  cu l t ivat e s  his own karuba . He i s  a memb er of 
Kema n i  G aub at a ;  one o f  h is gar dens wh ich is  the mo s t  
d i s t an t  from Roroni i s  o n  Kema n i  Thongo l and . Roroni 
is r ather unu su a l  in the mat t er of karuba inher i t ance . 
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F i g . 6 . 2 .  L and hol d ings an d b l ock-u s er r igh t s  a t  Ror oni 
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F ig . 6 . 3 .  Land hol dings an d b l ock.;.user .  r i ght s a t  Na l imb iu 
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Tho s e  men who r e s ide in Roroni t oday , with the except ion 
o f  Tuka s ar a , Tuq o t a  and Vu iyas awa , l ived be fore the war 
in other vi l l age s to the we s t  and in the s outhern and 
int er i or part of Tadhimboko E a s t . S ome o f  the karuba 
oppo s it e  the v i l l age bel onged t o  e l der s o f  Kema n i  G aubata 
and Kema ni  Thongo ( al though not o f  the l and-owning 
mamat a ) .  S ome o f  the se el der s had d ied be for e the war 
whi l e  the l a s t  two , a Kema n i  Thongo an d  a Kema n i Gauba ta , 
d ie d  ab out 1 954 . The l at t er was a part - owner o f  b l o ck G 9 . 
The former e l der ' s  karuba i s  b � ing cu l t ivated by h i s  
s i ster ' s  s on . That o f  the o ther e l der , o n  the e l der ' s  
own mamat a  l and , i s  unu se d  at pre s ent but i s  under the 
wat ch fu l  eye o f  h i s  younger son . The remaining karuba 
now in u s e  have b een a l l ocated by Vou z a  in h i s  cap ac i ty 
a s  l ocal  b ig-man . The ir owner s ar e e i ther d e ad or have 
moved to other p l ace s of r e s i dence , and in the l at ter case 
the t rue  owners have been not i fi e d  o f  the a l l o ca t i on and 
have r e sponded favourab ly . They real i s e  that as they no 
l on ger l ive in the �ocal ity they cannot make e ffect ive 
u s e  of the ir karuba .  

We s t  o f  t he Nal imb iu the real i t i e s  o f  karuba r ight s 
and the ir t r an s fer operate mo re cl e arly . Be fore the war 
the big-man at G ilut.ae , a member o f  Kema ni G aubat a ,  
al l oc at e d  l and for gar dens t o  two memb er s  o f  Kema ni  
Thimbo who r e s i de with h im t od ay . The two men s t i l l  
cul t ivat e tho se  b l o cks o f  l and . One o f  the b ig-man ' s  
karuba has been a l l ocated  to  a Kema n i  Lathi man who wa s 
at  Vur a  in Tadhimboko E a s t , bu t was invited  by the b ig­
man , a ft er h i s  mar r i age t o  a Gaimal i woman , t o  l ive  in 
G i lutae and l ook a ft er his  own mamat a  l and on whi ch 
Gaima l i  s t and s � 

The b ig -man at  Makile  cu l t ivat e s  two gardens out s ide 
the vi l l age , both on his own mamat a l and and on karuba 
inher ited  fr om hi s l ong-dece a s ed unc l e . He has two other 
karuba on the hol ding o f  Mamat a  G3 ; one o f  the s e  he i s  
cul t ivat ing and t he other i s  worked b y  h i s  son . The s e  
two karub a o n  l and o f  Mamat a  G 3  were wor ked by a n  e l der 
of Kema ni  Thimb o who pas sed  them on to  the b ig -man 
b e fore he d ied . 

Much o f  the karuba around S opapera was cul t ivat ed 
b e for e the war by four elder s , one e ach o f  Kema n i  N ekama 
and Kema ni Gaubata  and two o f  Kema ni Lath i : one Kema ni  
Lathi  and  the  Kema ni  Gaubat a e l der ( the l at t er is  the 
s o l e  survivor of the four ) in the ir capacity as  owners  o f  
the ad j acent b l o cks . 
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When v i l l ager s r e turned t o  Gaima l i  a f t er the war , the 
Kema ni Gauba t a  el der did n o t  al l ocat e t h e  karub a i n  the 
s ame way as Vou z a  d id at Roron i . In s t e ad , the ' pe op l e  t ook 
the init i at ive and asked him if they cou l d  cul t ivate p ar ­
t icu l ar b l o cks . The need for s oc ia l  s o l idar ity , t ie s  
thr ough marr iage , and the d e s ir e  t o  maint ain good r e l ations 
con s t ant ly r eminded the gardener that he shou ld  not  int er ­
fere with the probab l e  l ine o f  a ne ighbour ' s  garden ing 
advance . 

Thu s r ight s  t o  the karuba and t he ir inher i t ance are a 
d e f inite  and s igni fi cant par t o f  the p at t ern o f  l and 
man ipu l a t i on among the T adhimboko . C ert ainly the unsys ­
t emat ic  d i st r ibut ion o f  individual l and r ight s i n  relation 
to l and-hol dings by the mamat a ,  and the l ack of accor d  
between r ight s  and the inher it ance o f  the karub a , o n  the 
one hand , and the tr ad it i onal procedure of inher it ance on 
the other , are the r e sul t of a comp l ex set of fact or s , 
b oth human and phy s i cal . In Tadhimboko. the overwhelming 
l ac k  of corr e spondence between l and owner ship and the 
real i t i e s  of u s e  i s  an adj u s tment to the obviou s  mal d i s ­
t r ibut i on o f  s o i l  r e s ource s o n  a mamat a  b a s i s . The net ­
work o f  s ocial  l inks and the br oader fee l ing o f  p o s s e s s ­
ing a conunon iden t i t y  ensur e that thi s  incongru i ty wi l l  
p er s i st . 

Permanent improvement s , e speci a l ly coconut grove s ,  
have t aken a di f ferent t urn in the . way they have b een 
trans ferred and inher i�ed . Be fore European contact coco­
nut grove s ,  l ike gardens , pr ov ided the ob j ect s o f  sub ­
s i s t ence , exchange and ceremon ial . Today t hey have 
a cquired a cash value . Roroni is not a copr a-pr oducing 
vi l l age s ince al l except Vou z a ' s  c oconut grove s are not 
yet b ear ing . In Gor abau the c o conut gr ov e s  producing 
c opra t oday wer e p l anted by mamat a  el der s pr ior t o  the 
war ; · th� fol l owing examp l e s  show the var iat ion in the 
pat t ern of inher i t ance and t r an s fer o f  coconuts in th i s  
p art  o f  T adhimboko . 

Kay aga , a member o f  Kema n i  Gaub at a , today l ooks 
a ft er thr e e  separ at e  coconut grov e s  cont aining 
more than 700 coconut tree s . The f ir s t  b l ock l i e s  
e a s t  o f  Gor abau with mor e  than 2 5 0  tree s . The s e  
wer e  p l anted b y  h i s  unc l e , S or o . A t  S or o ' s  death 
the coconut t r e e s  wer e  t r an s ferr ed to  Vat i ,  Kayaga' s  
mother , from whom Kayaga hims e l f inher i t ed the 
grove . The second gr ove l ie s  on the we s t  b ank o f  
Me t epono River , a ls o  with over 200 tree s . The se  
wer e  p l anted  by  Kay aga ' s  father , Vocia o f  Kema n i  
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Thimb o . The grove ha s b een al l ocated t o  Kayaga by 
the thr e e  brother s who own that l and and b e l ong t o  
the s ame kema a s  Voci a . N o  member o f  Voc i a ' s  mamat a 
survive s t oday . The third and sma l l e s t  gr ove , on 
the we s t  b ank of Lebul o  Creek near Suag i , was p lant- · 

ed  by Kur a , a Kema n i  L athi e l der . Kayaga main ­
t ain s that h e  provided for Kur a i n  h i s  o l d  a g e  and 
was r e spon s ib l e  for the mor tuary feast  when Kur a 
d ie d . The se  service s give him the r i ght t o  cont rol  
Kur a ' s coc onut s and thi s r ight has never b een open­
ly chal l enged by member s of Kur a ' s  mamat a  who l ive 
in S uagi . 

Ma i ,  a l s o  o f  Kema ni Gaub at a ,  has about 8 60 pre-war 
coconu t s  in e l even sma l l  grove s ,  e a ch one cont a in­
ing fr om 50 t o  100  t r ee s . A l l  b l o cks are to  the 
e a s t  o f  the v i l l age , and f ive were p l anted by h i s  
father ( al s o o f  Kema n i  Gaubata  a l though o f  a d i f ­
ferent mamat a )  who tran s ferr ed them t o  him .  Two 
grove s were p l ant ed by h i s  father ' s  younger brother. 
The s e , t o o , Mo i inher i t ed through h i s  father . Four 
grove s were p l ant ed  by e l der s of h i s  father ' s  mamat a 
h i s  father inhe r i t ed them and t r an s ferred them t o  
him .  A n  adu l t  memb er o f. h i s  f ather ' s  mamat a l ive s 
at  Suagi and has cl ear ly expr e s sed  hi s d i s s at i s fac­
t ion wi th the  s it ua t i on . 

Vul aca , a member o f  Kema ni  Thongo , t od ay produ c e s  
c opr a from thr ee  l arge coconut gr ov e s  cont a ining 
more than 2 , 000 t r e e s . The fir s t  b l ock , s itu at ed 
we s t  o f  the Met ep ono , was p l ant ed by Tutuv i , h i s  
mamat a  e l der . Tutuv i  t r ans f erred the c oc onut b l ock 
t o  S ovalawa of  Kema ni Gaubat a who , b e for e the war , 
t r an s ferr ed i t  to  hi s s on , Bai ; the l at t er a s s e r t ed 
that thi s was done b e cau s e  none o f  Tutuv i ' s mamat a  
was l iving i n  the v i l l age ( T e t er e )  a t  the t ime . 
When Vu l aca  c ame t o  l ive in Gorab au a fter  the war 
( previous ly he was at Vo l onavua with h i s  mother ) ,  
B ai t r an s ferred the coconut s to  him . The r ema ining 
two b l o cks , both l oca�ed e a s t  o f  Gorabau , hav� had · 

the s ame h i s t ory , wi th Vul ac a  inher it ing fr om h i s  
mamat a  through S oval awa and h i s  s on , Bai . 

The f o l l owing examp l e s  from Gaima l i  and Maki l e  show the 
s i tuat ion we st  of the Nal imb iu . 

At Gaimal i ,  Jaqal i ,  o f  Mamat a  L l , i s  b er e  t aoni 
over more than 250 mamat a coconut s growing in 
three  s ep ar at e  are as . The fir s t  grove , j u s t  out ­
s i d e  and s outh o f  Gaima l i ,  was p l an t ed b y  Duibal e ,  



an e lder of  Mamat a L 2  who p l anted coconu t s  on hi s 
own mamat a  l and . R amo l i ,  Jaqal i ' s  father and a 
Kema n i  Gaub at a ,  l o oked a f t er Duib a l e  in his  o l d  
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age and provided the mortuary feast  a t  h i s  deat h . 
Du ibal e was the l a s t  member o f  h i s  mamat a  l iving at  
G a imal e at that t ime . The c oconut grove was in­
her ited  by Ramol i  who ha s t r an s ferre d  it  t o  his  s on ,  
J aqal i .  The remaining two b l ocks , one s ou th of  
G ilutae and the o ther we st  o f  Gaimal i ( the former 
on Mamat a  G2  l and and the l a t t er on Mama t a  L 2  l and 
and adj acent to that p l anted by Du ibal e ) , wer e  
p l anted  by Ramo l i  who ha s  t r ans ferred them t o  
Jaqal i and there fore t o  a d i f feren t  kema and 
mama t a . 

B al e , the b ig -man o f  Makil e , has about 600 b ear ing 
mamat a  coconut s .  The fir s t  grove , o n  the southern 
s i de of the v i l l age , was p l ant ed by S okia , hi s 
mamat a  e l der . S okia t r an s ferred it · t o  Mua ,  his  s i s ­
t er ' s  s on .  Mua then t r an s ferr e d  the grove t o  h i s  
y ounger brother , Tovu , fr om whom B a l e  inher i t ed the 
grove . The two br other s ' mother and Bale ' s  mother 
wer e s ib l ings . The s econd b l o ck is on Mamat a G2 
l and by the we st  b ank of t he Na l imb iu .  Thi s , t o o , 
was p l ant ed  by S okia and h i s  younger brother , Vata . 
Rokoau , a Kema ni  Thimbo man but o f  a d i f ferent 
mamata , inher ited  the gr ove from S okia and Vat a . 
Rokoau then r et urned i t  t o  the mama t a  when he t r an s ­
ferred i t  to  Mua who pas sed it  o n  t o  Bale ' s  now 
decea s ed younger br other , Vu s o , from whom the · b ig ­
man r e c e ived the gr ove . The thir d  large s t  grove i s  
a t  Tear oku , we st  o f  G i lutae . Thi s was a l s o  p l anted 
by S okia  and Vat a who wer e  succeeded fir s t  by Mua 
and l a t er by Rokoau . Tovu the n inhe r i t ed it and 
wa s fol l owed by the pre sent hol der . 

The s e  examp l e s  i l l u s tr at e  s ome o f  the recurr ing prac­
t ic e s  a s s o ci ated  with al t erat ion s  in the l aw governing 
the inher i t ance and t r an s fer of permanent improvement s  t o  
l and , par t i cu l ar ly the mos t  valuab l e  impr ovement o f  coco­
nut t r e e s . With the r eappr a i s al o f  the value of  the coco­
nut , du� ma inly:to  external trad e  and i t s  p o s it ion in the 
S ol omons ' cash economy , the t r aditional  pat t ern o f  mat r i ­
l ineal inher i t ance ha s b een mod i fied al though it  s t i l l  
app l ie s  �roadly . Even i n  the p a s t  s ome irr e gul ar it ie s 
o ccurred and coconut s p a s sed out s ide the owning mamat a ,  
a s  when t r an s ac t i ons were arrange d  b etween the owning 
e lder and hi s cho s en succe s s or . If no member o f  the 
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mamat a  was al ive o r  l ived i n  the l ocal ity , then they 
were t rans ferred out s id e  the mamat a o f  the owner . Mor ­
t u ary feas t s ,  a t r ad i t i onal ly s anct ioned means o f  ' a l i en­
ating ' impr ovement s , al s o  p l ayed an imp o rt ant ro l e . 
Par ent s have al s o  come to  a s sume a d ir ect  re spon s ib il ity 
for the future wel f are o f  the ir children . Th i s  t endency 
wil l  undoub t edly increa s e  in the futur e and the inhe r i ­
t ance o f  coconut gr ov e s  wi l l  incr eas ingly be come p at r i ­
l ineal r ather · than mat r i l ineal  i n  natur e . 

The r ight s o f  Mal a i t an migr ant s 

Mal a it a  account s for mor e than one - third o f  the 142, 000 
p e op l e  in the S ol omons today , and unt i l  recen t l y  suppl ied 
mo s t  p l antat ion l abour . Opportun it ie s  to make money in 
Mal a i t a  are rel at ive ly few so it  is not surpr i s ing tha t  
Mal a i t an s  have found the ir way int o Tadh imboko a s  emp l oy­
e e s  in  non-Me l an e s i an e st ab l i shment s  or actual ly drawing 
their me ans o f  l ivel ihood from the l and o f  the Tadh imboko·. 

There are two cl a s s e s  o f  Mal a i t an migrant s :  tho s e  men 
who have married  int o the community or · are c l o s e ly a s s o ­
ciated  wi th the b ig -man , and tho s e  who were recent ly 
brought to s e t t l e  in Tadh imboko by the local  mama t a  head . 
The former have become part of  the v i l l age soci e ty and 
par t icipate  in i t s  work . There are three  of the s e  men 
( a l l  from Kwarae ) in Roron i . Al l have worked for l ong 
p e r iods  on coconut p l antat ions in Guadal can al , p ar t icu­
l ar ly R . C . Syme ' s e s t at e  at D omo , J .C  . C . W i l l iamson ,· s 
Berande e s t at e , and LPPL ' s  Ruavatu pl anta t i on . Mat i a  was 
the fir s t  arr ival :  he had worked  at Ruavatu be fore the 
J apane s e  invas ion and dur ing the war was c l o s e ly a s s o ­
c iated  with Vou z a  a s  a s cout for the Uni t ed S t at e s  Marine s . 
In 1 945  Vou z a  bought Mat ia ' s wi fe , Vakaoca , a member o f  
Kema n i  Thongo , from Reko in Tadhimboko E a s t . Mat ia ' s  
a s so ciat ion with Vou z a  s t i l l  per s i st s  and from i t  spr ing s 
h i s  r i ght s t o  u se l and in Ror oni , l and over whi ch Vou z a  
i s  a general guar dian and whi ch be l ong s t o  Kema ni  Thongo , 
o f  whi ch both Vou z a  and Vakaoca are member s . 

The s econd Mal a i t an in Roroni was R a s o l e a . Be fore 
settl ing in the v i l l age in 1 958 , Ras o l e a  had worked at  
D oma for nearly  ten  year s . Hi s wi fe i s  al s o  Mal a i t an , 
the only d aught er o f  Ramanuca , a Mal a i t an S outh S ea s  
Evange l i cal Mis s ion ( S S EM ) cat echi s t  who has wor ked in 
north Guada l c anal  s ince 1 93 7 � Dur ing the war Ramanuca 
was fr i endly with Vouz a  who had by then changed fr om the 
Mel ane s ian Mi s s ion to SSEM ,  of wh i ch he ha s rema ined 
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a s t aunch suppor t er t o  this  day . A f t er Ra s o l e a  l e ft D oma , 
Vou z a  al l ocat ed Ras o l e a  a hou se - s i t e  and l and for g ar den­
ing . 

The o ther Mal a i t an in Roroni i s  Nait okatoka . He worked 
at Berande unt il he married a Kema ni Gauba t a  woman in 
1 960 . Whi l e  emp l oyed at Berande he frequent ly  vi s ited  
Mat ia and i t  was thr ou gh Mat ia that Nai t okatoka ' s  wi fe 
wa s bought . His mar r i age to a l o ca l  girl aut omat ical ly 
ensured his a cqui s i t ion of r ight s to gardening l and in 
the vi l l age . 

Ano ther Ma l a i t an who has acquired a s pe c ial  and s e cure 
p o s i t i on in the Tadh imboko s y s t em o f  l and -u s age r ight s is  
Tukai of G i l u t ae . Tukai married  a daught er of the v i l l age 
b ig-man and he ad of Mamat a G 2 . The b ig -man gave Tukai not 
only the contr o l  o f  h i s  karuba on his  hol ding we s t  o f  the 
Nal imb iu but a l s o  r ight s  to  a few mamat a  coconu t s  on that 
l an d . 

Thu s the Mal a i t ans who have marr ied  into T adh imb oko or 
are cl o se ly a s s o c ia t ed wi th the l o cal b ig-man have ob ­
t ained l and-u s age r ight s  which d i f f�r l it t l e , i f  at  a l l , 
fr om tho s e  enj oyed by l ocal  men who do not b e l ong t o  the 
l and-owning uni t ; only the ir methods  of acqu ir ing the s e  
r i ght s d i f fer . They a r e  p ermanent r e s i dent s o f  the 
vi l l age and p ar t i cipate  ful ly in the community ' s act iv­
i t i e s  and c on s c iou s ly , if not con s c i ent iou s l y , ent er int o 
i t s  network o f  r e c ipr ocal ob l iga t i ons . 

Two examp l e s  o f  Mal ai t an migr ant s who wer e  brought t o  
Tadhimboko b y  l o cal mamat a  head s wi l l  b e  examined . The 
f ir s t  ar e the Mal a i t an s  l iv ing at S u su i . Th�y l earnt 
about the l and there  thr ough their  l eader . '  s s on ,  who 
works in Hon iar a  and knew the owner o f  Mamat a  TS hol d ing . 
He a s ked the owning uni t , Mamat a Tl , if  the Mal a i t ans  
cou l d  b e  grant e d  ful l  cul t ivat ion r ight s  on thi s b l ock 
o f  l and . The owner s agreed and in 1 9 63 the men arr ived 
t o  c l e ar the l and , bui l d  hou s e s  and p l ant swe e t  p o t at o . 
A few co conut s wer e  a l so p l anted but the se  wer e  the 
proper ty o f  the l and-owner s .  Wive s and chi l dr en arr ived 
from Mal a i t a  in Apr i l  1 9 64 ,  but in that ye ar the Govern­
men t comp l et e d  arrangement s to l ease  fr om the Mel ane s ian 
owner s  the l and known a s  Muv i a  W e s t , o f  whi ch S u su i  is  a 
p ar t . Thu s the . Mal a i t ans  at  S u sui are out s ide the s cope  
of  Tadhimboko cus t omary tenure . They have become non­
rent -pay ing t enant s -at -wi l l  of the Government .  Because 
of  the Government ' s  d e s ire to attract investment in a 
me chan i s e d  r i ce deve l opment pro j e c t  at  Susui , the 
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Mal ait ans have b een or dered not ·  t 9  p l ant �ny permanent cash 
crop s . The coconut s already p l anted wi l l  not b e  compen­
sated  for . By arr angement with the Depar tmen t o f  Agr i cul ­
ture , they cl ean the irr igat i on canal on a contractual 
b a s i s  for $ 45 per c l ear ing . I However , if the Government 
succeeds in a t t r act ing over s e a s  cap ital  to the area , the 
Mal ai t ans wi l l  have to vacate  S u su i . 

The second group o f  Mal a i t ans , at  Abuab i l i and Ravu , 
con s i s t s o f  f iv'e famil i e s  and a s ing l e  man . Al l of  them 
wer e  br ought over by l ocal  mamat a  head s in mid- 1 9 64 . The 
mama t a  head s , who al s o  l iv e  on t h e  l and , have given them 
full u sa ge right s .  Today they p l ant sweet  p o tato for 
s a l e  in Hon i ar a  marke t and part of the procee d s goe s  t o  
the mamat a  head s . At the same t ime the s e  Mal a i t ans p l ant 
the mamat a  head s ' coconu t s  on the s e  l ands  a l though thi s  
i s  not regu l ar wor k . The Mal ai t an s  r e a l i s e  that they 
are charged twi ce for the u s age r ight s extended t o  them -
once in t e rms o f  the ir l abour and once in cash - but they 
are there at the p l easure of the mamat a  he ad s and shou l d  
they barga in f o r  a n  improvement , t he c on sequence s may not 
b e  a l l to the i r  advant age . In ste ad they cou l d  s e cure 
u s age r ight s  to  l and in T adhimboko wher e c ond i t ions o f  
occupa t i on. may not b e  ·a s  onerou s  a s  a t  Abuab i l i  and Ravu , 
or they could find wage emp l oyment e l s ewhere . 

The Mal ait an migr ant s who re s ide out s ide the vil l age 
c ommuni ty then , with the excep t ion of  tho s e. at  S u su i , 
are the re spon s ib i l i ty o f  the l ocal b ig -man with whom 
they are a s sociated and fr om whom they have received  
l and-u s age r ight s . Whenever they par t icipat e in the 
work of the community , i t  is through the mama t a  head and 
is l imit ed to hi s own circle  of fr i en d s  and r e l at ive s . 
Thu s they are s t i l l  s i n  a not - s o - s tr ange l and . 

S ome factor s in mamat a  l and 
d i sput e s  and the ir s et t l ement 

Land d i spu t e s  in Tadhimboko inv o lve r ival int er -mamat a  
cl aims for the owner ship o f  par t i cu l ar b l ocks , t h e  pre c i s e  
l ocat ion o f  mamat a  boundar i e s , and the owner ship and u s e  
o f  permanent improvement s  t o  the l and . ·  A few d i sput e s  
have been s et t l ed by the Nat ive C ourt ;. the great maj or ity 
have not  and r ival cl aims  are s t i l l  par t of  the  s oc i a l  
c l imat e  o f  the are a  ( s ee Tab l e  6 . 4 )  

D epar tment o f  Agr i cu 1 tur e , Honiara , unpub l i shed d at a ,  1 9  66. 



D isputants 

Koroi 
v 

Moce 

Kama 
v 

Tukana 

Vuce 
v 

Qelo 

Tinai 
v 

Gonelevu 

Tale 
v 

Yacalevu 

Dakai 
v 

S evusevudre 

Naikasau v 
Naqara 

Butadroka v 
Bai 

Balawa v 
Butadroka 

Balawa v Vesi v 
Vore v Vuce v 
Tiko 

Respective kema 
and mamata-

G3 v G9 

G l  v T3 

GlO v GlO 

H l  v L3 

L l  v L2 

H l  v H4 

H3 v Nl 

T 7  v T6 

Gl3 v T 7  

Gl3 v G S  v 
Gll v GlO v 
T5 

Table 6 . 4  

A sunnnary of detail s of disputed land in. Tadhimboko West ,  1966 

Nature o f  di spute 

Boundary 

Ownership 

Ownership 

Ownership 

Ownership ( b l ows 
have been exchanged) 

Ownership 

Ownership 

Ownership 

Ownership 

Ownership 

Name and description o.f land 

Bal i-Soso , southeast of 
Tetere p l antafion 

Taloa, large tr iangular block 
of Gl land wes t  of Gilutae 

. Sape t o  Metepono River 

Kautave to the sea 

Mouth o f  N'alimbiu near 
Tenavatu, and Sopapera 

West bank o f  Metepono 

South of Kol i 

Tumurora 

Northwest of Tenahulu 

Nal ivovo 

Decision of Native Court 

Court decided against Koroi 
and ruled that Soso belonged 
to ( GlO)  Vuce 

Court decided against Tukana 
who appealed for re-hearing 
by the Di strict O f ficer who 
upheld i t s  decision 

Court decided against Qelo 

Not yet heard by Native 
Court 

Not yet heard 

Not yet heard 

Not yet heard 

Not yet heard 

Not yet ·heard 

Not yet heard 
I--" I--" "° 
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L and consc iousne s s  among Me l ane s i an s  has increased  
gr eat ly s ince their f ir s t  contact with European cul ture 
and it s cash-domina t e� e conomi c sy s t em .  In the t rad ition­
a l  e conomy l and provided the means o f  sub s i s tence,; .it. was '.the 
obj e ct o f  gr oup cohe s i on ,  and ·on it we.re 1 , p ro p it iat.ed the 
ance stral  s p ir i t s . The · l and he l ped to t i e  a group o f  
peop l e  t ogether and had deep emot ive conno t a t i on s . The 
new economy al so  gave the l and a cash value , and i t  
at tained a new pos it i on i n  the peop l e ' s  a s s e s sment o f  
t h e  phy s ical r e sour ce s  o f  the ir t erritory . L and may be 
sold  or u sed t o  e arn cash anq i t  was only a f t er al ien­
a t i on was comp l et e  that the owner s  came ful ly to rea l i s e  
the imp l i cat i ons o f  their a ct s . 

Many mamat a  in Tadhimboko tr ace the ir origin s  back t o  
are a s  out s id e  the · di s tr i ct : Ngge l a , S avo , V i sale , E a s t  
Guadal canal and the inte r ior o f  the . i s l and i t s e l f .  The 
or i g ina l mamat a  whi ch reache d Tadh.imb oko did not arr ive 
at the s ame t ime , and b ec au s e  owner ship of mamat a  l and 
is b ased  on fir s t  occupat ion and the ident i f icat ion o f  
p l a�e s  of e l der r e s idence and wor ship , thi s d i f fer ence 
in .t ime o f  arr ival created many opportun i t i e s  for argu­
ment and counter - c l a im s  t o  l and . The pe op l e ' s  d ecre a s ­
ing knowledge o f  ora l  t r ad i t ions fur ther con fu sed the 
s i t ua t i on . 

The var iat ion in the t ime o f  arr ival o f  the mamat a  in 
Tadhimboko meant that the mamat a  which arr ived a ft er 
much , i f  not a l l , of  the l and had b een c l a ime d ,  were 
for ced to e s t ab l i sh dependent r e l a t i onship s  with , and 
r ece ive u s age r ight s from ,  other l and- owning mamata o f  
the ir own o r  s ep ar at e kema . However , the p a s s age o f  
t ime , cont inued o ccupat ion and u s e  o f  l and g iven b y  the 
owner , and past  a s s i s t ance by the j unior par tner in 
cert a in social  funct ion s , have t ended to blur the init ial  
dependent r e l a t i on ship . The rise  in  for tune o f  the 
j unior mama t a , t oo , �ay have g iven it a r e l at ively strong 
p o s i t ion vi s - a -v i s  the s en i or marnat a ,  and encouraged it 
t o  expre s s  a r ival cl a im t o  the l and wi th  which it  had 
been in cont inuou s  a s sociat ion . In cas e s  where evidence 
to show the previou s ly dependent r e l a t ion ship be tween 
two mamat a had b e en ob s cure for a l ong t ime , and was 
unknown by both p ar t ie s , the e s t ab l i shment o f  independent 
l and�owning marnat a  was a s sur ed . S u ch a deve l opment may 
exp l a in the mul t ip l i c i ty o f  mamata and the ir ho l d ings . 

Both wi thin and out s ide  T adh imboko much cu s t omary l and 
wa s a l ienated be tween 1 8 9 6  and 1 9 1 6 . The need for soc i al 
r e spectab i l i ty and s t ab i l ity , hing ing on marr iage l inks 
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and reciprocal  ob l igat ions , p l aced a r e spon s ib i l ity on 
el der s to expre s s  their sympathy and gener o s ity t owar d s  
tho se  who se .mamat a  l and had b e.en s ol d . Thi s wa s done 
by giving them u sa ge right s over cert a in b l ocks of  l and . 
Today owner sh ip r i ght s are b e in g  cl aimed over l and where 
only u s age r i ght s pr ev ious ly exi s t ed . 

The ext inc t i on of  the owning mamat a  i s  an import ant 
fact or in l and d i sput e s  foday . Cu s t omary l and l aw ho l d s  
that i n  the event o f  ext inc t ion the mamat a  ( o f the s ame 
kema ) normal ly a s sociated  with the owner s in t r ad i t ional 
mat t er s  shou l d  inher i t  the l and . However , knowl e d ge o f  
the p a s t  a s s oc iat i on s  o f  mamat a  i s  d i s appear in g  f a s t  and 
is not known in s ome c a s e s ; hence the r ival c l a ims o f  
owner ship . 

R ival c l a ims al s o  exi st  over improvement s ,  e sp e c i a l l y  
coconut grove s . The mo s t  fr equent c au s e  o f  d i s agre ement 
i s  the way in wh i ch co conut s grown by mamat a e l der s ar e 
trq._n s f erred  by the hol der s thr ough the p a tr il ineal  l ine . 
The ext inct ion o f  owning mamata has al s o  contr ibut ed  t o  
d i sput e s  over impr ovement s . 

World  War I I  added t o  the gener al  uncert ainty in many 
c a s e s . S ome s acred s i t e s  and notab l e  l andmark s u sed by 
the mamat a  t o  ident i fy the l and it cl a imed have now d i s ­
appe ared , s o  there  are ar gument s about  who the r i ght ful 
owner s  ar e and where  mamat a  l and bound ar i e s  ( vovo t a )  
shou l d  run . 

The Nat ive Admini s t r at ion Regu l at ion 1 9 53  gave l ocal  
counc i l s cons ider ab l e  p ower to  l eg is l at e  on l and mat t er s ,  
but very few c ounc i l s  have exe r c i s ed th i s  power . The 
Guadal canal Counci l  p a s sed  a r e so lu t ion on moveab l e  
pr oper ty (Al l an 1 9 5 7 : 2 2 6 ) , but n o t  o n  l and . Thi s  omi s s ion 
may r e f l ect  the C ounc i l ' s  f e e l ing that s ince cu s t omary 
l and l aws d i ffer fr om sub - d i s t r i c t  to sub -d i s tr i ct , l and 
t enure mat t er s ar e l ocal a f fair s whi ch c annot b e  l e g i s ­
l at ed upon : they are for the ind ividual s  concerned in 
the d i sput e to s et t l e  in the pr e s ence of the di str i ct 
headman . Thi s  at t itude wou l d  he l p  t o  exp l ain the very 
l ow number of  d i spute s  and r ival cl aims that have r eached 
the N.at ive C our t , set  up by the Regu l at ion in 1 9 5 3 , for 
s et t l ement . Moreover , the Nat ive C ourt was not set up 
s p e c i f i ca l ly to s e t t l e  l and d i sput e s ; indeed , it is a 
genera l  purpo s e  court ava i l ab l e- t o  hear anybo dy ' s  gr iev­
ance . I t  wa s spe c i a l l y  ins tru cted  t o  hear cas e s  o f  l and 
d i s pu t e  where the value o f  the l and d i spu ted did  not 
exceed $ 200 ( BS IP 1 9 6 lb : 408 ) . Thi s  value - l imit intro­
du ced a comp l icat i on s ince i t  was not c l e ar how the value 
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o f  the l and coul d b e  arr ived at  and by whom ( al though 
presumab ly thi s woul d  be  undertaken by s t a f f  o f  the L and s 
D epartment ) .  In pract i ce ,  thi s valu e - l imit  s eems t o  have 
been di sregarded . 

Thus d i spu t e s  over the owner ship o f  l and ab oun d in 
Tadh imb oko , bu t they are not be ing r e s o lved . The machin­
ery for the ir set t l ement exi s t s , but it is not u s ed t o  
any gr eat ext ent . Thi s may r e f l ect  a l ack o f  confidence 
in the cap a c ity of the Nat ive C ourt to hand l e  l and mat t er s  
fairly . C ons equently peop l e  pre fer t o  advance their 
cl aims within a c l o s e d  cir c l e  of fr i end s and r e l at ive s 
than t o  expo s e  the ir p o s it i on in an open cour t and p o s s ­
ibly become the vict im o f  i t s  d ec i s ion . 

Tadh imb oko opp o s it ion to 
G overnment l and r ight s  

The area o f  l and  d i s puted by the Gov ernment an d  the 
T adh imboko c on s i s t s  of two p l o t s  (LR 394 and 3 0 2 , see  
F ig . 3 . 1 ) ,  known a s  the  Muvia and Nal imb iu l and , wh i ch 
have a t o t a l  ar ea  o f  1 1 , 00 0  a cr e s . Government con s ider e d  
tha t  i t  had a c l ear t it l e  t o  the l and , 1 having pur cha s e d  
it from t h e  S IDC . From t h e  l e g a l  s t andp o int Government ' s  
t it l e  was good ; but the Tadhitnboko view was that ' there 
was no was t e  l and here ' . 2 They became in cr e a s ingly con­
s c iou s  of l and a ft er the war , par t i cu l arly dur ing neg o ­
t iat ions over the I lu Farm l and between 1 948 and 1 95 5 . 
They were  shown not only . the l and ·Government needed for 
the Ilu  s cheme but al so the ext ent of the Muvi a  and 
Na l imb iu b l o cks . The ir at t i tude t oward s  the Government 
c l a im har dened and th ey re fu sed t o  tran s fer the I lu l and  
in fee s impl e  ( al though they were prepar ed t o  accept a 
l e a s e  on i t  by Government ) .  They wou l d  no t recogn i s e  
Government ' s  owner ship o f  Muvia and Na l imb iu , and a dead ­
l o ck ensued . 

Government pol icy r egarding s et t l ement o f  the �uv ia 
d:l s put e was amb ival en t  unt il 1 9 65 : it  was not prep are.cl t o  
t ake the i s sue int o a court  o f  l aw but i t  wou l d  not 
unequ ivo cal ly rel inqu i sh i t s  t i t l e . Government p o s s e s sed  

Pr o ceedings o f  Adv i s ory C oun c i l  (Apr i l  1 9 60 : 1 6 ) . 
2 Pr oceedings  o f  Adv i s ory C oun c i l  (Apr i l  1 9 56 : 9 ) . 



l i t t l e  det a i l ed knowl edge ab out T adhimboko t enur ial  
pract i ce s . l I t  wa s a l s o  in the proce s s  of  formu l at ing 
the Pro tectorat e ' s  L and and T it l e s  Ord inance wh ich it 
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was ho�ed  wou l d  provide  mach inery for the set t l ement o f  
Muv i a . Whi l e  thi s uncer t ainty o f  p o l i cy per s i s t ed , the 
Tadhimboko went ahead and e s t ab l i shed set t l ement s on the 
d i sputed l and . They r ea l i s ed t ha t  their c l a ims to owner ­
ship wou l d  b e  s t rengthened by a ctual u s e  o f  the l and 
involved . However , the ir ut i l i sat ion o f  Muvi a  was r e ­
str icted  t o  the for e st ar e a s ; t h e  gra s s l and was  untouched . 

When the Land and T i t l e s  Ord inance ( BS IP 1 96 lb : chap -:- . . 
t er 5 6 )  wa s enacted . in 1 95 9 , Government had not a l t er ed 
it s p o s i t i on in r e l a t ion t o  the Muv ia d i sput e . It  
a ccepted  the  r e commendat ion of  Al l an ( 1 95 7 : 2 98 - 9 )  that  a 
S ol omon I s l and s Land Tru s t  Board b e  cr�ated a s  a b ody 
corporat e , and th i s  was s e t  up in 1 9 61  

t o  provide for the devel opment of  l and that  i s  
owned  by no- one . Thi s  l and i s  cal l ed vacant l and 
under the new l aw and i t  is very important to 
under s t and what  vacant l and i s . Vacant l and i s  
not nat ive cus t omary l and . I t  i s  any l and wh i ch 
i s  ne ither nat ive cu s t omary l and , nor pub l i c  l and 
nor l and in whi ch s omeone has been grant ed an 
e st a t e . It i s  l and without any kind o f  owner . The 
new l aw s ay s  that i f  the l and wh i ch i s  not r e g i s ­
tered and whi ch has not b e en u sed b y  any one for 

. o.ccupa t i on or cu l t ivat ion dur ing the 2 5  ye�r s  b e for e 
1 95 8  then it i s  not nat ive cu s t omary l and . 

1 D e sp i t e  the inve s t i ga t i on by C . H .  Al l an ,  i t  was inevi ­
t ab l e  that h i s  r ep ort  ( Al l an 1 95 7 )  over s i�p l i fied  the 
comp l ex t enur i a l  pract ice s of the S ol omons in it s att emp t 
at  gener a l i s at i on . Dur ing h i s  v i s i t  t o  Roroni , Land s 
C ommi s s ioner Al l an was l e ft in no doub t about the p e op l e ' s  
feel ing with r egard t o  Muv i a  and Nal imb iu .  
2 Pr oceedings o f  Advi s ory C ounc i l  (Apr i l  1 9 60 : 1 6 ) . 
3 BS IP D epartment o f  Lands and Surveys , Annu? l Repor t 
( 1 9 64 :  1 ) . 

4 Thi
.
s i s  an extr act fr om the H i gh C ommi s s i oner ' s  speech to 

the f ir s t  meet ing o f  the Board hel d on 22 February 1 9 6 2 . 
The Board con s i st e d  o f  the H i gh C ommi s s i oner a s  chairman , 
the C ommi s s i oner o f  Land s ,  Crown Surveyor , a pub l i c servant , 
a non-pub l ic s ervan t , an d a pane l o f  S o l omon I s l ander s ( two ) 
fr om each o f  the s ix d i s t r ic t s  int o  whi ch the Pr o t e c t orate  
was d ivided f or the  purpo se  o f  the Board . J acob Vou z a  wa s 
one o f  the two Gu adal canal repr e s entat ive s on the Board 
( BS IP L and Tru st  B o ar d , Annual Report 1 963 : 1 ) . 
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The S ol omon I s l and s L and Tru st  Boar d  me t only once , and 
it  d i d  not  c arry out any o f  i t s  funct i on s . S o l omon 
I s l ander s do not con s ider that any l and is vacant and 
r egarded the new Board wi th gr eat su s p i c i on . 1 Govern­
ment was there fore for ced t o  r eview i t s  p o s i t ion , and 
reached the conclu s i on that vacant l and cou l d  onl y  be 
d i s covere d  a ft er a care ful s tu dy o f  a l l  cl a im s  to l and 
owner ship thr oughout the S o l omon s . Thu s l egi s l at ion was 
ena ct e d  in December 1 9 64 t o  abo l i sh the S o l omon I s l ands 
L and Tru s t  B oard , a s  we l l  a s  the d e finit ion o f  vacant 
l and . Nat ive cu s t omary l and was rede f ined as any l and 
l awfu l ly owned ,  u se d  or oc cup ied  by a p er son or  c ommunity 
in accordance with current nat ive u s age . 2 Th is  d i d  not 
ne ces s ar i l y  mean that G overnment r e co gn i sed the Mel ane s i an 
c l a im that vacant l an d  a s  such d i d  not exi s t . I t  d id mean , 
however , that a co s t ly and involved proce s s  o f  inve s t i­
gat ion into and evaluat ion of  Me l ane s ian l and c l a im s  wou l d  
be  ne ce s s ary b e fore any p iece  o f  l and cou l d  b e  decl ared 
vacant or owned by no-one . In the l ight of the incr ea s ed 
l and con s ci ousne s s  o f  S o l omon I s l ander s and cus t omary 
t r ans fer s of int er e s t s in l and , there i s  l it t l e  p o s s ib i l ­
ity that any ' va cant ' l and wi l l  b e  f ound . 

The Guadal canal Pl a in s , in whi ch Muvi a  i s  s ituated , 
are one o f  t he mo s t  valuab l e  agr i cul tur a l  a s s e t s in the 
S ol omons . The ir agr i cul tur a l  pot ent ial was d emon strated 
dur ing 1 943 -45 . A s o i l  survey ( Bal l antyne 1 9 6 1 ) has 
r eveal e d  that a wide area i s  capab l e  of  pr oduc ing pad i 
r i ce . Government ther e fore was r e s o lved not t o  ab andon 
i t s  cl aim to owner ship o f  Muvi a  in the face of Me l ane s ian 
oppo s it i on . Yet it was aware of the extent and natur e o f  
th i s  opp o s i t i on ,  and i t s  l ikel y  con s equenc e s  shou ld  i t  be 
d i sr egarded . At the s ame t ime Government real i s e d  that 
be cau se no proper inve s t i gat i on wa s conduct e d  pr ior t o  
the gr ant ing o f  cer t i f ic�t e s  o f  occupat ion t o  Burns Phi l p  
and S IDC over Muvi a  and Nal imb iu i n  1 908 and 1 9 18 , it  had 
a moral ob l igat ion at  l e a s t  to inve s t igate the T adhimboko ' s  
c l a im t o  the l and in que s t ion . 

Dur ing 1 9 64 f ive meet ing s were hel d  at  Ravu dur ing 
whi ch Government exp l a ined it s p o s i t i on and prop o s a l s  
with r eg ard t o  Muvi a  and Nal imb iu .  The Tadhimboko 
thought that d i s cus s ions shou l d  be c on f ined at  fir s t  t o  
l and we s t  o f  the Met ep ono R iver , and that t h e  remainder 

1 BS IP D ep ar tment o f  Land s and Survey s , Annua l  Repor t 
( 1 9 64 :  4 ) . 
2 Legi s l a t ive C ounci l D eb at e s  ( December 1 96 4 : 1 04 ) . 



1 2 5  

o f  Muvi a  shou l d  be  p art  o f  a s ep ar at e  set t l ement . Govern­
ment agreed to  thi s ,  and emphas i s ed that it was p ar t icu ­
l ar ly concerned t o  s e e  the p l a in s  d evel oped . In thi s t a s k ,  
out s ide cap i t al was requir ed , b u t  thi s woul d  n o t  b e  for th­
coming wi thout s e cur e t i t l e  to l and . Government then 
sugge s t ed that i t  was prepar ed to r eturn the d isputed l and 
to the Me l ane s i an owners pr ovided they agr eed  to l e a s e  it  
b ack to  Government on a l ong-term b a s i s , i . e . , for  n inety­
nine year s . Thi s  was accep t ab l e  t o  the Me l ane s ian owner s .  
At f ir s t  Governmen t indicated  that it de s ired  to  l e a s e  al l 
the l and included in Muvia , but the Mel ane s i an s  ob j e cted 
on the gr ound that they r equir e d  bu sh l and for g arden ing . 
Thi s  was agreed t o  by Government , pr e sumab ly in or der not 
t o  j eopar d i s e  a succe s s fu l  s et t lement of the l ong- s t and ing 
d i spu t e . It  fol l ows , of cour s e , that thi s conce s s ion 
cou l d  be  rai sed by Government a s  a spe c i f i c  i s sue t o  b o l ­
s t er i t s  p o s i t ion at  a l at er dat e when the remainder o f  
Mµvia  i s  d i s cu s sed . Thus the gras sed  areas o f  Muv ia we st  
of  the  Metepono p a s sed  into  Gov ernment control  wh i l e  the 
bu sh ar eas  r ema ined under cu s t omary t enure . 1 Government 
then l ea s ed Muv ia W e s t  for ninety-n ine ye ar s  at the rate 
of  22�  per acre per annum ( s ee  F i g . 6 . 4 ) . 

At the t ime the d i spute over Muvi a  We st  was be ing 
s e t t l e d , negot iat ion s  wer e al s o  pro ceed ing for a govern­
ment l ea s e  over l and known as Okea ( see  F i g , 6 . 4 ) . A 
ninety-nine -year l ea s e  over thi s  l and , on the same t erms 
as Muvia , was gr ant ed to Gov ernment by the owner s .  
Me l an e s ian owner ship  o f  thi s l and , wh i ch i s  out s id e  
Muvia , has never been i n  que s t i on S ome o f  the mamata 
invo lved in the Muvi a  d i spute  ar e the r ecogn i s e d  owners  
of  Oke a . Why had they weakened in the ir r e s olve t o  pre­
vent fur ther l and a l ienat i on by Government ?  It seems 
tha t the Me l ane s ian owner s o f  Muv i a  and Okea were 
apprehens ive that shou l d  a Crown l ea s e  over Okea be  
r e fu sed , Government woul d  not retu rn Muvi a  t o  the 
T adhimboko owner s .  In fact , thi s  v i ew wa s expr e s sed by 
l e ad ing Tadhimboko p ar t icipan t s in the Muv i a  d i's cu s s ions . 
I t  wou l d  seem ,  t o o , tha t the t ot al annua l  r en t a l  o f  

The Government has tr an s ferred  the t it l e  t o  Muvi a  We s t  
c o l l e c t ively t o  the mamat a  c l a iming owner ship r i ght s t o  
i t . E ach o f  the mamat a  concerned has nominated  one o f  
i t s  memb er s  t o  a c t  a s  co-tru s t e e , o n  i t s  b ehal f and 
co l l e ct ive ly with nominee s  of other mamat a ,  The s e  
t ru s t e e s  col l e ct the r ent money o n  b ehal f o f  a l l  the 
l and-owne r s . 



Source: Londs Dept.,Honioro 

F i g . 6 . 4 .  A l i enate d  l and in Tadh imb oko , 1 9 66 
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$ 1 , 7 7 6 for b o th Muvia West  and Oke a , whi ch was p ayab l e  in 
advance �  proved an attract ive incent ive . Okea had al so  
been unu s e d  s ince 1 945 and in Government ' s  view ,  woul d  
n o t  be  immediat e ly r equ ired for Mel ane s i an u se . 

Dur ing 1 9 6 6  mee t ings  were hel d at Roroni b e tween 
government r epre s ent at ive s and mamat a  c l aiming owner ship 
r i ght s over Muvia E a s t . At the s e  meet ing s - the approach 
adopt ed in s e t t l ing the d i sput e over Muvi a  We st  was 
fo l l owed ,  but Government ins i s t ed that i t  wanted t o  l e a s e  
a l l  the l and , b o th gr as s ed and fore s t ed , and at the s ame 
r ent a l  a s  for Muvi a  We st . To suppor t i t s  argument , i t  
s t at ed that it woul d  be very c o s t ly t o  demar cat e the 
gr as s l and fr_om the bush , a s  was done at Muvia We s t ; and 
that bu sh areas  might harbour p e s t s d angerou s to r i ce and 
other economi c  crops whi ch m i ght be grown on the p l ains . 1 

I t  seems cer t a in that Government wi l l  suc ceed in l e a s ­
i n g  a l l  the l and i n  Muv ia E a s t . In fact , b y  the end of  
1 96 6  Vou z a  a l ead ing p ar t ic ipant i n  the Muv i a  d i spute  -
had already v i s ited  the Central D i str i ct admin i s t ra t i on 
o f f  i ce t o  inqu ire ab out when the f ir s t  r ent money on 
Muvi a  E as t  was l ike ly to be p ai d . The mamat a  mo s t  con­
cerned in the d i sput e ,  and the Tadhimboko general ly , have 
concluded that they c annot e ff e ct ively opp o s e  the Govern­
ment ' s  b id to po s se s s  r ight s  over Muv i a . The exper ience , 
however , ha s  l e ft them suspi ciou s  o f , and b i t ter about , 
the Government gen er a l ly . 

However , l it t l e  s i gn o f  p e st des tru c t i on wa s ob s erved 
on Guadal canal P l a in s  Ltd r i ce dur ing 1 9 6 6 . 



V i l  

Intr odu ct 

Chap t er 7 

sub s i s t ence . 1 1 i cu ture 

Vil l age agr i cu l ture in Tadh imb oko meet s sub s i s t ence 
r equ irement s and al s o  provide s some cash e arning s . It 
oper a t e s  within the s oci al framework of the v i l l age wi th 
i t s r e cipr ocal r ight s  and r e spons ib i l it ie s ,  i t s  supp or t ­
ing agr i cu l tural t e chnique s ,  the pr eva i l ing l evel  o f  
v i l l age t e chno l o gy ,  the comp e t ing demands o n  the vil l ager ' s  
t ime and l abour re sources , and the l imit at ion s  and poten­
t i a l i t i e s  o f  the phy s i cal environment . A s  in other sys ­
t ems o f  sub s i st ence agr i cu l tur e , the s e  factors  int eract 
in a d i s t inct ive manner t o  g ive Tadh imboko v i l l age agr i ­
cu l ture i t s  c ont emporary character . 

Cho i ce o f  garden s i t e  

The v i l l age gardener i n  Tadhimboko i s  l imited i n  hi s 
cho i ce o f  garden by the extent o f  the cul t ivab l e  l and 
ava i l ab l e ,  p ar t i cu l ar ly in h i s  immediate  l ocal i ty , h i s  
evalua t ion o f  s o i l  fer t i l i ty , it s proximity t o  h i s  p l ace 
o f  r e s idence , the l ab our ava i l ab l e , and hi s u s age r ight s 
or potent ial  u s age r i ght s . In T adhimb oko l and- owner ship 
and l and-us age r ight s  are gener al ly at  var iance : whi l e  
owner ship ·o f l and i s  s t at i c , the grant ing and acqu ir ing 
o f  u sage right s are fa ir ly fluid . Gardening r i ght s per ­
s i s t , or can b e  obt ained by the man ipula t ion o f  so cial  
l inks i f  they do not a l r e ady exi s t , on  l and wher e  the 
pro spe ct ive gardener does  not p o s s e s s  r i ght s o f  owner ship . 

' Vil l age sub s i s t ence agr i cul ture ' here denot e s  the kind 
of a gr i cul ture carr ied on by v i l l age dwe l l er s  on mama t a  
l and which pr ovide s the ir ma in means o f  sust enance . 
Gar denin g  wor k by wage -earner s r e s i dent in the ir p l ace s 
o f  work i s  excluded s ince th i s  i s  c l e ar ly sub s id i ary t o  
wage emp l oyment and i s  u sual ly undertaken o n  a l ienated  
l and . 

1 2 8  



The extent and l ocat i on o f  available  l and imp o s e  a 
gener al l im i t  on agr i cu l tur al  act ivit ie s . T adhimboko 
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has a t o t al ar ea o f  about 3 0 , 020  acr e s  o f  whi ch 1 7 , 3 28 
have b een al ienat ed ,  l e aving 1 2 , 6 9 2  a cr e s  for Mel ane s i an s ' 
u se o With a vi l l age p opu l at ion o f  1 , 1 00 peop l e , each 
v i l l ager has , in theory , 1 1 . 5  a cr e s  o f  ava i l ab l e  l and . 
Thi s f i gur e wi l l  b e  reduced to  9 . 9  acr e s  i f  Government 
succeed s in al ienat ing a fur ther 1 , 800 acr e s  be twee n  the 
Nal imb iu and Met ep ono r iver s . However , in the t r i angu l ar 
zone we s t  o f  the Nal imb iu which i s  bounded by L athiko , 
�al imera and G a ima l i  there f s an aver age o f  5 acr e s  o f  
cu l t ivab l e  l and per cap it a . The equ ival ent f i gure for 
the Nal imb iu-Met epono l and ( nor th o f  Muv i a) i �  1 7  a cr e s  
p er head , reduc ib l e  t o  1 1  acr e s  shou l d  further a l i en­
at ion occur . B ecause there are l ar ge ar eas . o f  u sab l e  
l and e a s t  o f  the B a l e suna  for the· p�pp l e  . 6 f  Rorohi , 
Gorab au and S uagi , the l an d-popu l at ion r a t i o  there i s  
s imi l ar t o  that o f  the Nal imb iu-Me t epono are a , without  
al l owi�g for  pr obab l e  future  al i enat ion . 2 The  gener al 
l and-popul a t i on s i tu a t i on in the vil l age s  of Tadh imboko 
We st  i s  far fr om acute . In t erms o f  pre s ent agr i cul ­
tural techniqu e s  and l evel o f  t echnol ogy , t o gether with 
the vi l l ager s ' pre ference for ' fore st l and , no l e s s  than 
5 , 800 acre s ,  or 45 . 7  per cent o f  the avai lab l e. cul t ivab l e  
l and we s t  o f  the Bale suna , at pre sent under gr a s s ,  remain 
unu sed . A s  popu l a t i on increa s e s  and the Governmen t 
acquir e s  more l and on the p l a in s , . t e chnique s and crop s 
suited t o  the gr as s l and s o i l s and within the e c onomic 
gr a s p  and capab i l i t i e s  o f  the vi l l ager s mu st  be  introduced 
if  the  l at t er ar e not  t o  be come d i s cour aged by the pre s ence 

Thi s  include s l and under gra s s  but exc lud e s  the coconut 
l and now in p roduct ion . 
2 The Bal e suna-Berande area was s o i l - surveyed in 1 9 65 t o  
det ermine i t s  c ap ab il i t i e s  for l arge- s ca l e  deve l opment , 
par t icu larly for o i l  palm which i s  b e ing succe s s fu l ly 
e s t ab l i shed by the C ommonwea l th D evelopment C orporat ion 
at  Ilu . The a l ienat ion o f  l and nece s sary for such a 
s cheme woul d  r e duce  the amount o f  gardening l and ava i l ­
ab l e  i n  thi s  l o ca l ity t o  the l eve l we s t  o f  the Nal imb iu 
River . 
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o f  l arge ,compa nie'S and d emor a l i s e d  by r ent money . 1 I f  
v i l l age-s r emain int act , the Tadhimboko wi l l  find them­
s e lves  cul t ivat ing l and fur ther away fr om their v i l l a ge s . 

V i l l age gardene r s  a t t emp t t o  l oc a t e  the ir gardens a s  
cl o s e  a s  p o s s ib l e  to  the ir p l ace s o f  r e s idenc e : only 
sl i ghtly over 8 per cent of the 2 2 7  gar dens inc luded in 
T ab l e  7 . 1  are mor e than 3 , 500 yar d s  away , whi l e  more than 
50 per cent are l e s s  than 1 , 000 yards  away . The proxim­
i ty of gar dens t o  p l a ce of r e s i dence is mo s t  c l e ar ly s een 
and for obvtous r ea s on s , in the d i sper sed  ind iv idual  
s et t l ement s we s t  o f  the  Nal imb iu . Here mo s t  gardens are  
l e s s  than 500  yar d s  from the ir owner s '  home s .  The  few 
excep t i ons  are primar ily the re sul t  o f  the shor tage o f  
u sual gardening l and near the s e t t l ement . 

Most  gar dens of  vi l l a ger s at  G i lutae , Ma ki l e  and 
Ga ima l i  are mor e  than 2 , 000 yar ds  from the h ome s  of  the ir 
owne r s , and a few beyond 4 , 000 yar ds , b ecause the villages 
were e s tab l i she d away from the gar dening l and a l ong the 
we s t  bank of  the Na l imb iu ( s ee  F i g . 7 . 1 ) , and because of  
the  non-use and now non-ava i la b i l i ty of  gra s s l and cl o s e  
at  hand . In fact , gar dening work by the se  pe op l e  i s  
s pi l l ing acr o s s  t o  the e a s t  b ank o f  the r iver , a n d  may 
c ome int o c onf l i c t  wi th the gar dening oper a t i ons  of  the 
pe opl e  of  Kol i Point wh ich are a dvanc ing in a general  
s outhwe s t er l y  direct ion .  

At  Ror oni ( see  F i g . 7 . ·2 ) , Suagi  and Gorabau mos t  gar ­
dens are le s s  than 2 , 000 yar ds  from the home s of  the ir 
owner s  and there i s , as yet , no nec e s s ity to cul t ivate 
mor e d i s tant area s . 

Thus the l ocat i on of  gar den s it e s  and the ir d i s t r ibu­
t i on wi thin the region r e su l t  from a numbe r  of  var iab l e s . 
Gar dener s a t t empt t o  s i t e  the ir gar dens a s  cl o s e  a s  
pos s ib l e  t o  the ir home s o r  acce s s  r oads , a n d  i n  areas  

Such a devel opment i s  l ike l y  t o  r e sul t from l ong- term 
l ea s e s  ( nine ty-n ine year s )  wh ich are c ontemp l a t e d  f or the 
pl ains . Thi s  s ituat i on oc cur r e d  at  Kor onubu , northwe s t  
Vi t i  L evu , F ij i ,  wher e l and was l ea s e d  t o  the C o l onial  
Sugar Re f ining C ompany in ab ou t  1 8 9 0 . The le a s e  expired 
on 3 1  December 1 9 6 5  and the l and r everted  t o  the  F i j ian 
owner s .  Per s uading the new occupants  of  Kor onubu t o  c on­
f orm to  th e r out ine and demands  o f  sugar - c ane farming wa s 
a d i f f icul t j ob ( per s onal c ommunic a t ion : Geor ge Mata ika , 
D . O . , L aut oka ; and Fi j i  Legi s l a t ive C ounc i l  Deba t e s , March 
1 9 6 7 : 145 ) . 



Table 7 . 1  

Distance from garden to residence in selecte4_vill� in Tadhimboko Wes_t:_, 1966 
(yard s )  

Village Total gardens Average distance 
gardens 0-500 501- 1 , 001- 1 , 501- 2 ,001- 2 , 501- 3 , 001- 3 , 501- 4 , 001- 4 , 50 1- 5 , 001- per per village 

1 , 000 1 , 500 2 , 000 2 , 500 3 , 000 3 , 500 4 , 000 4 , 500 5 , 000 5 , 500 vi llage ( yards )  

Roroni- No . 24 8 5 7 2 46 746 
1 5 . 22 100 

Suagi N o .  4 1 5  6 5 10 5 45 1 , 528 % 8 . 90 3 3 . 33 1 3 . 33 11 . 11 2 2 . 22 1 1 . 11 100 

Gorabau No . 6 1 6  2 3  2 47 1 , 004 % 1 2 . 7 7  34 . 04 48 . 94 4 . 25 100 

Gilutae No . 1 5 1 2 9 3 , 27 9  
% 1 1 . 11 5 5 . 56 1 1 . l t 22 . 22 1 00 

Makile N o . 1 2 4 5 3 4 3 22 3 , 046 % 4 . 50 9 . 00 18 . 00 23 . 50 1 3 . 50 18 . 00 1 3 . 50 100 

Gaimali N o . 2 1 3 5 3 % 14 . 30 7 . 20 21 . 40 35 . 70 21 . 40 100 

Sopapera N o .  5 5 10 508 '7. 50 . 00 50 . 00 100 

Abuabi l i  No . 7 7 3 1 1  
% 100 . 00 100 

Ra vu No . 6 6 144 
% 100 . 00 100 

Nal imera No . 4 4 1 9 886 
% 44 . 40 44. 40 1 1 . 20 100 

Tearoku No . 2 2 
% 100 . 00 100 

Maluka N o . 2 
% 6 & .  7 0  33 . 30 100 

Lathiko No . 2 2 
% 100 . 00 100 

Susu i  No . 5 5 3 20 
% 100 . 00 100 I-' 

No . 69 45 41 llf 9 21 8 5 7 4 3 227 w Total % 3 0 . 40 20 . 26 13 . 06 6 . 1 7 3 . 96 9 . 25 3 . 52 2 .  22 J . 08 1 .  76 1 . 32 1 00 I-' 
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where usage r i ght s exi s t  or are  e a s i l y  obt a inab l e . Pre s ­
ent a gr icul tur a l  prac t ic e s  r e quire that gar dens  b e  l ocated 
on f ore s t  l and . D i s t ance fr om gar den t o  home t ends t o  
increa s e  a s  a r e su l t  of  the non-use  o r  l ea s e  o f  the gra s s ­
l and , the cont inual u s e  o f  nearby f ore s t  l and , and the 
ava i l ab i l ity of u sa ge r i gh t s  fur �her a f ie l d .  

Land preparat ion 

Land c l ear ing in Ta dhimb oko involve s two s t a ge s . 
F ir s t l y ,  tangle d under growth and smal l  trees  of the le gen­
era t e d  for e s t  ( karub a )  are c l eare d  with a bushkni fe . 
The debr i s  i s  l ef t  t o  dry f or about two weeks , depending 
on t he wea ther and the t ime -budget  o f  the indiv i dual . 
Secondl y , the l ar ger t r ee � , excep t v� luab l e  econo�ic one s 
such a s  c oconut , sago and Canar ium s pp . , are fel l e d  by 
axe . Only at  thi s  s ta ge do the gar dener ' s intent ions to 
e s tab l i sh a gar den b ec ome obvious t o  pa s ser s -by and 
ne i ghb our ing gar dener s .  Burning t ake s pl ace thre e  t o  
f our weeks l at er , a ga.in depending on the wea ther , the 
t ime a l l oca t i on of the gar dener , and the dens ene s s  of  the 
vege t a t i on c l ear e d . The amount of t r a sh-c lear ing a f t er 
burning depends mainly on t he cr op t o  .b e  gr own . With 
sweet  potato the trash is  u sua l ly c le ar e d  thoroughly and 
the gar den divi de d int o rectangular b l ocks ( kobe ) 2 by 
unburnt l ogs . The se  kobe are usua l l y  regar de d a s  the 
unit s  for l a t er work on the gar den . I f  yams· are cu l t i­
vat e d  the unbur nt tree trunks and the ir branch e s  are 
u sua l ly l e ft ins i de the kobe as tre l l i s  f ot yam vine s 
( see  P l a t e  7 . 1 ) . I n  panna gar dens , f or wh ich gra s s l and 
s o i l s are usual ly cul t iva te d ,  the gra s s  is  a lways  burnt . 
Unburnt gra s s  c lump s are then removed when h o l e s  f or the 
new crop are dug . 

The s o i l  receive s a minimum of prepar a t i on . The a l lu­
vial  mater ia l of  the f or e s t  land is  l igh t - t extur e d  and 
we l l - dr a ine d  in many p l ace s , so  ditche s and dra ins a�e 
unnece s sary . A point e d  wooden digging s t ick ( t ongo) , 

1 Thi s  work i s  re l atively l i ght s ince the karuba i s  never 
a s  dense  a s  the pr imary f ore s t  ( ber iau) . L and c l e ar ing 
f or gar dening purpo s e s  is  a year -round a c t iv ity , but mos t  
v i l l a ger s try t o  take a dvantage o f  the dry mi d-year month s 
f or thi s work . 
2 The kobe r ange in area from ab out 1 00 t o  1 5 0  s quar e  
yar ds 
3 The durab l e  Al s t onia spectab i l i s  is  the wood mo s t  wide ly 
used as t ongo . 



1 35 

s t e e l  for k  or spade i s  u s e d  t o  dig the hol e int o which 
the swe e t  potato  vine s or ·· gavel are p l ante d .  The swe e t  
p o t a t o  ma t ur e s  i n  three t o  f our month s a f t er plant ing 
whi l e  uvi and panna ma t ure in s ix months . They are wee de d  
only two or thr e e  t ime s b e fore be ing harve s te d  s ince the ir 
spe e dy gr owth e f f ec t ively inhib i t s  the e s t ab l i shment o f  

weeos . I t  woul d seem that the h i gh fer t il ity of the wel l ­
dra ine d  a l luvium i s  a b a s ic r e a s on for the l ack of t e ch ­
nical e l ab orat ion and thorough s oil t i ll ing in T a dh imb oko 

gar dening work . 
The gardening p r ac t i c e s o f  the Mal a i t an migr ant s in 

T adhimb oko We s t  exhib i t  an inter e s t ing var i at i on on thi s 
l ack o f  t e chn i ca l e l abor at ion : whether p l an t in g yam or 
sweet p o t at o , they always prepare mound s . The s o i l s  o f  
the s e  mounds ar e we l l - crumb l e d  and the h i l l s  bu i l t  u p  t o  
about t e n  inche s high and e i ght een inches thr ough . Mound­
ing i s  pract i sed b y  Mal a i t an migr ant s throughou t Tadhim­
b oko and i s  n o t  con f ined to one s o i l  type . Th i s  pract ice 
is a carry-over from the home- i s l and wher e g ar den s o i l s  
ar e r e l at ively p oor and l o s e  much o f  thei r p l ant nutr ient 
supply a fter  one cr opp ing . 

Gardens in Tadh imboko are not normal ly fenced in . Thi s  
doe s not  me an that they are a lway s s a fe fr om the r avage s 
o f  wil d or s t r ay dome s t i c  p i g s  al though the Guad a l c anal 

C oun c i l  s t ip u l a t e d in 1 9 5 7  that p igs wer e  t o  be kept ou t ­

s ide vi l l age s ,  away fr om garden s , and o f f  main road s  and 
t r acks . 2 Thus p i g s  r ather than garden s a r e  fenced in . 

Lab our 

The b a s i c  Tadhimboko sub s i s t e nce farming unit i s  the 
nu c l e ar fami l y � cons i s t ing of  the hu s b and , h i s  wi fe and 
t he i r  chi l dr en ( see Plate  7 . 2 ) . S omet ime s a parent o f  

one o f  t he spou s e s  j o ins in . S ome hou s eho l d s  al so  cont ain 
o ther peop l e such a s  agnate s ,  mamat a  member s or shor t -t erm 

1 Gove  are the smal l  p i e ce s into which yams are cut for 
p l ant ing . In pr e - cont act t ime s y ams wer e  p l ant ed b etwe en 
Ju ly and September when Erythr i na are in fl ower . Today , 
however , s ome ind iv idual s p l ant b oth yams and sweet  
potatoe s , p ar t i cu l arly the l a t t er , thr oughout the  year . 
2 ' Minut e s  o f  the mee t ing o f  the Guadal canal C ounci l ' ,  
1 1 - 1 5  March 1 95 7 , Honiara , unpubl i shed . 
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P l at e  7 � 1 .  P l ant ing yams among a t angl e o f  bran che s 

P l at e  7 . 2 .  Go ing t o  the garden i s  a f amily ou t ing 
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l ab ourer s .  Thu s the l abour read ava i l ab l e  t o  
the T adhimb oko hou s eho l d  i s  normal ly smal . Tab l e  7 , 2  
summar i s e s  the amount o f  ava i l ab l e  l abour in 1 50 of  the 
1 78 hou s eho l d s  in the v i l l age s o f  T adhimb oko We s t , O f  
the 8 6 2  per s on s  included i n  th i s  s e l e c t i on ,  5 18 , o r  mor e 
than 64 per cent , make up the l ab our for ce a s  d e f ined 
here . O f  the 1 7  s et t l ement s inc luded in T ab l e  7 2 ,  1 4  
have a n  aver age s i ze  o f  l abour force p e r  hou seho l d  o f  
between 2 . 6 6 and 4 per s on s ;  the o ther 3 have 4 , 0 9 t o  4 . 6 9 
wor king p er s ons per hou s eho l d . The aver age for t he 1 7  
s e t t l ement s ( 3 . 45 )  fal l s  almo s t  within the upper thir d o f  
the s i ze r ange 2 . 6 6 t o  4 per s on s . 

There doe s n o t  s e em t o  be  any c l e ar corr el at ion b e tween 
the average s i ze of l ab our force pe r hou s ehol d  in e ach 
vi l l age and i t s t o t al are a  o f  cul t ivated l and ( se e  T ab l e  
7 . 2 ) .  Thu s Kol i  p o s s e s s e s  the l owe st  ave rage garden 
acreage p er un i t  o f  l ab our force . On the o ther hand , 
S el a ghoghor o has the h ighe s t  average garden a cr e age per 
unit o f  l ab our but is  fourth in the average s i z e  of  labour 
for c e  per hou s eho l d . The l ab our - garden s i tuat i on in Ko l i  
and s imi l ar p l ace s ;r e fl e ct s the inclu s i on o f  a r e l a t ive ly 
l arge number of part i a l ly act ive old men and women in the 
l ab our force , and the fact that such v i l l age s are not 
heav i ly committed  to the s al e  of surplus  garden produce . 
S et t l ement s l ike S e l aghoghoro , indeed a l l  the set t l ement s 
on b oth s i des  o f  the Nal imbiu ,. have l arge are a s  o f  cul 
t ivated l and and a r e l a t ively high aver age l abour force 
as a r e su l t  o f  the i r  heavy commit�ent to  foodstu f f  mar ­
ke t ing . In s ome ins t ance s ,  l abour i s  hired for food s t u f f  
produc t i on f o r  Honiara marke t . 

S ome t ime s a kinsman o f  e ither spou s e  a s s i s t s  the 
nu c l ear fam i ly or hou s ehold  in i t s  gardening w ork . The 
a s s i st anc·e mo s t  fr equent ly involve s mamat a or kema memb er s  
r e s ident in the vi l l age . As s i s t ance may so � fr om 
kin in a d i f ferent l ocal i ty . D e sp it e  the var i e d  s our c e s  
o f  g ar dening a s s i s t ance , such he l p  expr e s s e s  the cre a t i on 

The convent i onal pract i c e  o f  l imit ing the work for ce to  
all  p e op l e  within the  age  group s 15  t o  50  ye ar s i s  c 
inappr opr i a t e  for the Me l ane s i an vi l l age , The term 
for ce ' r e fer s her e  t o  al l people over 1 0  ye ar s o f  age and 
with .no upper age l imit , It  i s  at ab out the age o f  1 0  
year s that Tadhimboko ch il dren begin t o  work r e gu l arly  in 
the garden s and do other sub s i s t ence  wor k i f  they do not 
a t t end s choo l . 



t-' 
T ab l e  7 . 2  l..iJ 00 

Popu l at i on ,  l abour force and cul t ivat e d  garden acreage per he ad o f  
l abour force in s e l e ct ed v i l l age s in Tadhimb oko We st , 1 9 6 6  

Average s i z e  Average acreage 
V il l age/  Total  No . of  T o t al l abour of l abour for ce of gar den per 

s et t l ement popu l at ion hous eho l d s  force per hou sehol d  head o f  l abour 

Roroni-Komunikau 1 63 25  79  3 . 1 6 0 . 5 7 
Gor abau 6 7  1 6  4 7  2 . 93 0 . 3 0 
S uagi 147  28  8 7  3 . 48 0 . 24 
Tenahulu 78  1 3  4 7  3 . 6 1  0 . 6 2 
Kokomu 68 1 1  45 4 . 0 9 0 . 3 6 
Bebe 1 3  4 1 2  3 . 00 0 . 48 
Kol i 6 2  8 3 7  4 . 6 9 0 . 3 0 
T araia  11 2 7 3 . 50 1 . 14 
S e laghoghoro 11 2 8 4 . 00 2 . 62 
S u su i  2 8  5 2 1  4 . 20 0 . 6 1 
Nalimer a  20 3 1 2  4 . 00 1 . 05 
Ravu 3 1  4 1 2  3 . 00 0 . 54 
Abuab i l i  1 9  4 1 3  3 . 25 0 . 88 
S opapera  1 8  3 8 2 . 66 0 . 84 
Gaima l i  4 6  8 30 3 .  75  0 . 5 2 
Maki l e  5 3  9 34 3 .  77 0 . 34 
G i lutae 2 7  5 1 9  3 . 80  0 . 53 
T o t a l  8 6 2  1 5 0  5 1 8  3 . 45 0 . 70 
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or per s i st ence o f  ob l ig a t ory connec t i ons i n  the s oc iety . 
In thi s r e spe ct  the vi l l age b i g -man t akes  a l e ading p art , 
p ar t i cu l ar l y  in the lab our he i s  c ap ab l e  o f  manipul at ing . 
. The r epayment o f  such a s s i st ance i s  alway s made , and 
expect e d , e i the.r in kind or in r e c iprocal  a s s i st ance when 
r equired . As s i s t ance by kinsmen may o ccur dur ing any 
pha se o f  gardening· operat ion s . I f  male r e l at ive s are 
involved for an extended par t  of the day , it  is u sual ly 
for such t a sks a s  l and cl e ar ing and d i gging . The ma in­
t enance of the p l ant ed g arden is invar i ab l y  a f amily 
chor e . 

Large wor king group s inc lud ing 'mo s t , � f not al l ,  o f  
the l abour for ce o f  a vi l l age o r  peop l e  from d i f ferent 
vi l l ages  were t r ad i t i onal ly a s s o c i at e d  with y am gardening , 
p ar t i cu l ar ly at  the pl ant ing s t age . C ommunal vi l l age 
gardens invo lving the ent ir e l abour for ce were oper at e d  
dur ing Mar ching Rul e  d ay s . Today vi l l age-operated gardens 
are p l anned  for spe c i f i c  a ims su ch as t�e cash ne e d s  o f  1 the vi l l age church or a p ar t i cu l ar devel opment ob j e ct ive . 
The a s s i st ance g iven in the p l ant ing o f  Kur irara ' s yam 
g ar den at  Komuavog i2 on 23  Ju ly 1 9 66 wi l l  il lustrate  s ome 
o f  the s a l i ent featur e s  of such l abour organi sat ion . 
Dur ing the previ ou s four weeks Kur ir ara had c l e ared the 
l and cho sen for thi s  p art i cu l ar yam garden and had i t  
burnt e ar l y  i n  the fourth week. The kobe wer e  l ai d  out 
a f t er the burn and the p l ant ing material heaped in a 
spe c i al l y  made hut near the garden . More than a week 
be fore the appo inted day , whi ch was cho sen a fter consu l t ­
ing a number o f  vi l l ager s p ar t i cul arly fr om Roroni , 
Kur irar a  and hi s family commenced prepar ing the food 
whi ch such a gather ing of p e op l e  demanded .  By th i s  t ime 
he had l e t  it be  known that he requ ir ed the a s s i st ance 
of many peop l e  to p l ant h fs yam garden . 

Peop l e  s t ar t ed t o  arr ive a t  Komuavogi at ab out 1 0 . 30  aom. 
on the appo inted day , but work d i d  not begin unt i l  we l l  
a ft er 1 1  a .m .  In many ins t ance s who l e  fami l ie s  c ame . 
T ab l e  7 . 3  shows the ir vi l l age s o f  or igin and the ir a f f i l ­
i at ion i n  r eg ar d  t o  the kema o f  Kurirar a  and h i s  wi fe . 

O f  special  r e l evance here ar e the vi l l age - operated gar ­
dens cul t ivated  dur ing 1 9 65  and 1 9 6 6  in the name o f  t he 
Gaub a t a  D evel opment S oc i ety . S ee p .  241 . 
2 Komuavogi i s  ab out equ i di s t ant ( 1 . 5  mile s )  from Ror oni , 
Gorab au and Suagi , and i s  s i tuat e d  on the we st  b ank o f  
the Bale suna R iver . 
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Mo s t  wer e  memb er s of  the coup l e ' s two kema , with tho s e  of  
Kur irara ' s wi fe , Kema ni G aubat a ,  predominat ing . Thi s  
demon s tr at e s  the oper a t i on o f  mat r i l ine al kinship a f fil ­
i at ion and as s oc iated ob l igat ions which ar e fundament al t o  
Tadhimboko s oc i e ty . Mo st o f  .the Kema ni  Gaub a t a  who he lped 
Kur irara on th i s  occas ion were from Roroni , which contr i ­
buted  almo s t  hal f the t o t al l abour for ce pre s ent . 

T ab l e  7 . 3  

D i s tr ibut ion by vi l l age and � o f  peop l e  
who helped i n  the p l ant ing o f  Kur ir ar a ' s  

y am gar den , 23  July 1 96 6  

Kema 
r epr e s ented 

Kema ni 
Thon go 
(Kur irar a )  

Kema n i  
G aubat a 
(wi fe )  

Othe r s  

b y  vill age 
Per cent age o f  
t o t a l  l ab our 
by vi l l age 

To tal Gorabau Suagi Roroni K akalao labour 

1 5 6 1 1 3  

4 3 1 0  0 1 7  

2 6 0 1 1  

7 14  1 9  1 41  

1 7 . 0 7 34 . 14 4 6 . 3 5 2 . 44 

Percen tage 
of  t ot al 

b our 

3 1 . 7 1  

4 1 . 4 6 

100 . 00 

The work fe l l  into two pha s e s .  Hol e  digging was unde r ­
t aken b y  twenty- four men . Almo st  one acr e ( 0 . 9  acr e )  was 
ready for p l ant ing when the d igging phase  ended  at  about 
3 . 30 p . m . l Meanwhi l e ,  Kurirar a  and s ome of the s eventeen 
women p r e s ent prep ared the gove . 2 The se  were p l anted  by 
the women s oon after the me�mp l e t ed the d i gging . The 
who l e  j ob wa s comp l eted  shor t l y  after 5 . 30 p . m .  and the 

At the r at e  o f  three yam ho l e s  t o  the squar e  yard , the 
men dug 1 3 , 248 ho l e s in four hour s , an aver age of 2 . 3  yam 
hol e s  per man p er minu t e . 
2 S ome women al so he lped with the f inal preparat ion o f  
the feas t . 
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1 fol l owed . At such feas t s  the p art icipant s u sual ly  
e at soon a fter the work end s , unl ike t r ad i t i onal fea s t s  
de s i gned t o  r ep ay p a s t  pr e sent s , s erv i ce s  and ob l igat i on s , 
where.  the bulk o f  the food d i st r ibuted i s  never r e ady for 
recipien t s ' immediate  consump t i on .  However , both kind s 
o f  fea s t  demonstrate  the pr incip l e  o f  rec iprocity . 

. A .cert ain �ivi s ion o f  l abour based  on sex i s  app a� en t  
i n  Tadhimb oko , al though few t a sks ar e p er formed by one 
s ex only . Both men and women p l ant and maint ain new food 
gardens ,  harve s t  the cr op , fet ch fir ewood and cook the 
even!ng meal when r equir ed . However , the ini t i al l and 
c l e ar ing i s  alway s the men ' s chor e . The women o ft en hel p  
c l e ar away t h e  .t rash after the burn . 

Age al s o  influence s the kind o f  garden and other sub ­
s i s t ence dut i e s  performed by an indiv idual . E l derly 
memb er s  o f  the hous ehol d  normal ly mind the young chil dren , 
even in the garden s , and do some very l ight agr i cu l tur al 
dut ie s  such a s  weed pul l ing . At th� other end o f  the age 
s c a l e  ar e b oy s  and girl s under ten ye ar s  o f  age , mo st  o f  
who s e  t ime i s  spent o n  non-product ive act iv i t ie s . 

T ab l e  7 . 4 shows the proport ion o f  t ime spen t  by three  
vi l l ager s on the  mo st  import ant act ivit ie s . The se  three  
vil l ager s , all  married men wi th chi l dr en , are  cho sen t o  
repr e s ent three b r oad ' typ e s ' ,  b ased o n  the ext ent and 
avenu e s  of the ir par t ic ipat i on in the cash economy . Tubu 
of Ror oni repr e s ent s the v i l l ager to whom p aid work within 
the vi l l age i s  an import ant s our ce o f  cash . He al s o  s e l l s  
food cr op s i n  Honiar a  market . Kur irar a  i s  a Suagi  v i l l ­
ager who s t arted  bu i l ding a · hou s e  i n  h i s  garden a t  Komu­
avogi dur ing 1 9 6 6 , with the int ent i on o f  eventual ly moving 
int o i t . H i s  cash income i s  der ived mainly from the sal e 
o f  garden produce in Honi ar a , a l though dur ing the p er iod  
covered by Tab l e  7 . 4  he d i d  not sell  anything there . 
Much o f  hi s t ime wa s spent ·in hou � e  con struct {on . L ike 
Tubu , he is p l ant ing coconu t s  in his  pr e s ent garden . 
Rai t i l ava typ i fi e s  the vill ager who depend s he av i ly on 
copra  for p ar t i c ipat i on in the cash e conomy . The coconut 
grove s under hi s control  ar e o l d  and mamata-owned ,  and he 

The food d i s t r ibut ed and consumed included e i ght bowl s 
of  se  (ma shed pur p l e  yams ) , a f i fty-lb b aked p i g ,  twenty­
twol;°aked megapode ( Megapodu s freyc inet ) eggs , four b a s ­
ke t s  o f  b aked yams and 1 5 0  p ar cel s o f  gho l a  ( baked gr ated 
cas s ava ) . If  sold for c a sh in Hon i ar a ,  t hi s  food woul d  
have fetched more than $ 2 1 . 
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i s  not repl ac ing them nor p l ant ing new coconut s i n  h i s  
food g ardens . 

The proport ion o f  t ime spent on food garden wo rk i s  
s imil ar i n  a l l  three c a s e s  - about one -quar t er o f  t o tal  
t ime covered . B e cau s e  o f  the  gener al  role  of  women a s  
provider s o f  food and the impor t ance o f  gardens i n  the 
l if e  of the peop l e , T adh imb oko women spend a s imi l ar i f  
not l ar ger pr oport ion o f  t ime in food garden work . Paid 
work and market ing o f  food crop s , t ogether with t he p l ant ­
ing and main t en ance o f  young coconut s ,  are import ant 
act iv i t ie s  for tho se  with no coconut grove s y ie l d ing copr a . 

T ab l e  7 . 4  

T ime spent by thr e e  vi l l ager s on maj or t a s ks , 
4 July to 3 1  Au gust 196 6 

Tasks 

C opra making 
P a id work 
Market ing food cr op s 
C oconut p l ant ing and 

c l e ar ing 
Food garden work 
Food prepar at ion and 

f ir ewood gathe r ing 
F i shing 
Pig- fence construc t ion 
Hou se c on s t ruc t i on 
V il l ag e  we l f ar e* 
C eremon i al 
Med ic al and educat ional 

work··k·k 
Mi s s ion work';'o'o';­
Re s t ingif 
V i s i t ing 
S i ck 
T o t a l  

( /o )  

Tubu 
(Roroni ) 

0 
20 . 7 6 

4 . 6 7 

5 . 5 2 

2 7 . 98 

2 . 54 

3 . 8 2 
0 
0 
1 .  68 
3 . 38 

4 . 2 2 

9 . 7 5 
1 0 . 1 7 

2 . 9 7 
2 . 54 

1 00 . 00 

C l earing o f  v i l lage  road . 

Kur ir ar a  
( Komuavog i )  

0 
0 
0 

1 2 . 3 0 

24 . 58 

6 . 78 

0 
4 . 25 

2 6 . 6 9 
0 
3 . 38 

5 . 08 

0 
1 3 . 5 6 

1 .  6 9  
1 . 69 

1 00 . 00 

Rai tilava 
( Suag i )  

5 1 . 2 7 
0 
0 

0 

2 7 . 1 2  

2 . 54 

0 
0 
0 
0 
1 .  69  

0 

8 . 1 5 
7 . 54 
1 .  6 9  
0 

1 00 . t>O 

That ch making for s chool at Naj i l agu and a t t endance 
at T e t ere d i spen s ary. 

{/: 

Include s chur ch meet ings , cl ear ing around chur ch 
hou se  and a t t endance at Sunday s ervi ce s .  
Include s r e s t s  dur ing Sunday s and week-day s .  
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The ma in cr op s 

T adhimb oko We st has almo s t  3 24 acre s , or 2 . 5  per  cent 
o f  the avai l ab l e  cu l t ivab l e  l and , cu l t ivat ed under food 
crop s ( see  T ab le 7 . 5 ) . The Tadhimboko on b o th s ide s o f  
the �al imb iu River ( see  F i g . 7 . 3 ) cu l t iva t e  mor e l and 
under food crop s than S ua g i  and Gorabau t oge ther . The 
super i or i ty of t he Na l imb iu ar e a  in r eg ard to  average 
acre age of garden l and per cap i t a  is clear ( see  T ab l e  7 . 6 ) .  
The Mal a i t an migr ant s and the G i lut ae-Gaimal i gr oup r ank 
between t he Nal imb iu are a  and Gorabau-Suag i . The high 
r e l at ive p l acing o f  T enahulu r e sul t s  fr om the demands o f  
i t s  t r ad it i onal fea s t , whi l e  the l ow r anking o f  Gorab au , 
Suag i ,  Kol i Po int and the Met ep ono are a  s t ems mainly from 
the avai l ab i l i ty in the se  p l ace s o f  o ther mean s  o f  su s ­
tenance , p ar t i cu l ar l y  copr a produ ct i on and o c ca s i onal 
wage l ab our for fe l l ow T adhimboko and Eur ope an ent erpr i se s . 

Mor e  than 6 5  p er cent of  T adhimboko g ar den acreage i s  
o ccup ied  b y  sweet potato  ( s ee T ab l e  7 . 5 ) . I t  i s  a p opu­
l ar and qu ick-maturing crop and has c l e ar ly super seded  
b oth uvi  and p anna as the s t apl e , al though the se  l a t t er 
cr op s ar e s t i l l  cul t ivat ed in a l l  vi l l age s . 1 More than 
48  per cen t  o f  the t ot al swee t  potato  acreage i s  gr own by 
Mal a i t an migr ant s and T adhimboko fr om G i lut ae-Gaimal i and 
al ong the Nal imb iu River . 

Tenahulu a l one accoun t s  for almos t 48 per cent of  the 
t ot a l  uvi acre age · in the region , whi l e  i t s  sweet p o t a t o  
a cr eage i s  the l owe st  for any v i l l age . D ur ing the f e a s t  
there in July 1 9 66 uvt was t h e  m a i n  f o o d  cr op d i st r ibut ed . 

T ar o  i s  r�corded for two v i l l ages  only - Gorab au and 
S uag i - l argely becau se o f  the shor t age of p l ant ing 
mat er i al fol l owing the devast at ing at t ack by the t ar o  wi l t  
di sease  dur ing the 1 9 6 0 s . 2 The vil l a ger s real i s e  r ap i d  
s a l e  o f  t ar o  when o f fered i n  Honiara market . 

Numer ou s gar den s cont a �ned s ix var ie t ie s o f  sweet  potato , 
a sma l l  number in c ompar i s on with the New Gµ inea high l ands ,  
for examp l e , which i s  probab l y  du e t o  the much l at er 
introdu ct i on o f  the crop int o the S o l omons and it s a t t ack 
by the p o tato  weev i l  dur ing t he 1 9 50 s . 
2 Phyt ophthora col ocas iae was fir s t  o b s erved in the 
W e s t ern D i strict  in 1 9 5 i  and by 1 9 5 9  wa s cau s ing s e r i ou s  
damage t o  t ar o  in' coa s t a l  and int er i or v(l l ages  o f  Guadal ­
canal . 



T ab l e  7 . 5  t--' +:'-+:'-
Acreages under main crops1 bX villaae in Tadhimboko West 1 1966 

Area/vill age* Sweet Uvi Panna Taro Cassava • Pineapple Banana Waterme l on C l eared Total potato land 

Malaitan migrants :  
t otal acreage b y  crop 29 . 01 1 . 06 0 . 84 0 3 . 46 0 0 0 1 . 92 3 6 . 29 
% of t otal acreage by crop 1 3 . 66 .1 . 9 7 4 . 39 0 80 . 65 0 0 0 7 . 0 0  1 1 . 21 
Gilutae-Gaima l i :  
total acreage by crop 31 . 09 2 . 15 2 . 02 0 0 0 0 . 01 0 2 . 23 37 . 50 
% of t otal acreage by crop 14 . 64 4 . 00 1 0 . 5 7 0 0 0 0 . 43 0 8 . 14 1 1 . 59 
N'alimbiu: 
t otal acreage by crop 42 . 2 2  5 . 22 4 . 06 0 0 . 50 1 . 50 0 0 2 . 55 5 6 . 05 % of total acreage by crop 19 . 88 9 .  7 2  21 . 25 0 1 1 . 65 5 5 . 9 7  0 0 9 . 30 1 7  . 32 
Koli Point : 
total acreage by crop 2 0 . 9 3  5 . 5 6  2 . 41 0 0 0 . 10 1 . 90 0 8 . 1 0  39 . 00 % of total acreage by crop 9 . 8 6  1 0 . 36 1 2 . 61 0 0 3 . 7 3  82 . 25 0 29 . 55 1 2 . 05 
Metepono: 
total acreage by crop 27 . 33 2 . 25 1 . 00 0 0 . 16 0 . 33 0 . 40 o. 73 5 . 45 3 7  . 65 
% of t otal acreage b y  crop 1 2 . 8 7  4 . 19 5 . 23 0 3 .  73 1 2 . 31 1 7  . 32 1 00 . 00 1 9 . 88 1 1 . 63 

Tenahulu: 
totara:Creage by crop 0 . 10 25 . 5 7  3 . 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 . 0 7  
% of t otal acreage b y  crop 0 . 05 47 . 64 1 7 .  7 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 8 . 98 
Gorabau: 
t'Citalacreage by crop 4 . 15 5 . 36 4 . 32 0 . 4 6  0 . 1 2 0 0 0 2 . 48 1 6 . 89 
% of total acreage by crop 1 . 9 5  9 . 98 22 . 62 41 . 44 2 . 80 0 0 0 9 . 0Y 5 . 22 
Suag i :  
t otal acreage by crop 1 5 . 15 4 . 06 0 . 8 7  0 . 65 0 0 0 0 1 .  63 22 . 36 
% of t otal acreage by crop 7 . 1 3 7 . 56 4 , 55 58 . 56 0 0 0 0 5 . 95 6 . 9 0  
Roroni-Komunikau: 

· total acreage by crop 42 . 38 2 . 46 0 . 19 0 0 . 05 o. 75 0 0 3 . 05 48 . 88 
% of total acreage by crop 1 9 . 96 4 . 58 0 . 99 0 1 . 1 7  2 7  . 99 0 0 l l . 13 1 5 . 10 

crop 
by crop 

* To facil itate the c ompari s on of dat a ,  Tadhimboko West vil lages and settlements are placed under the f ol l owing groups : Malaitan migrants include those living at 
Susu i ,  Ravu, Abuabil i ,  Taraia, Oba ,  Tearoku and Lathiko; Gilutae-Gaimali inc ludes the two villages by those names plus Makil e ;  Nalimbiu covers the Tadhimboko 
at Sopapera , Abuabil i ,  Ravu, N'alimera , N'aj ilagu , Sel aghoghor o ,  Nalivovo and Taraia - on both s ides of the Nalimbiu River ; Kol i Point includes the villages of 
Komuporo ,  Kal i t onia , Papagu , Komunivele and Kol i ;  Metepono collectively r efers to the villages on the l e ft bank o f  the Metepono River - Bebe , Tumurora , 
Komuva ol u ,  Tatau-Komidi , Kokomu and Par i s i s i ;  the remaining four are s ingle vil lages ( see F i g .  7 . 3 ) . A measuring tape and compas s  were used in the survey of 
gardens . 
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T ab l e  7 . 6  

V i l l age popu l a t i on , acreage under 
food crop s , and acr eage o f  food crop s 

per capi t a  i n  Tadh imboko We s t , 1 9 6 6  

Tot acre age V i l l ag e /  Total  
s e t t l ement s p opu l at i on under food  food crop s 

crop s p er cap ita.,., 

Mal a i t an migr ant s 8 7  3 6 . 2 9 0 . 42 
G i lut a e -Gaimal i 1 26 3 7 . 50 0 . 30 
Nal imb iu 7 9  5 6 . 05 o .  7 1  
Met epono 1 70 3 7 . 65 0 . 22 
Ko l i  P o int 1 84 3 9 . 00 0 . 21 
T en ahulu 78  2 9 . 0 7 0 . 3 7 
Gorab au 6 7  1 6 . 8 9 0 . 25  
Suagi  147  2 2 . 3 6 0 . 1 5 
Ror on i -Komunikau 1 63 48 . 88 0 . 30 
T o t al 1 , 1 0 1  3 2 3 . 6 9 0 . 2 9 

* The s e  f i gure s  compare we l l  with B ar r au ' s e st imat e  
( 1 95 5 : 1 2 9 )  - 0 . 1  t o  0 . 2 a cr e s  - o f  aver age garden are a  
p e r  head for coa s t al p l a ins Mel ane s ians who depend 
mainly on tuber s ,  o cc a s i onal ly supp l emented  by s ago 
when thi s  is c l o s e  at  hand . 

There doe s not seem t o  be any definit e and excl u s ive 
l ink b e tween spe c i f i c  food crop s and the s o i l  charact e r ­
i s t i c s  o f  the l and . Everywhere in t h e  r egi on both sweet  
p o t at o  and yam thr ive on the  we l l - dr ained and for e s t ­
cover ed r e cent and o l der a l l uv ium .  Panna al one and in · a 
few p l ac e s  only ( 5 . 9  per cen t  o f  t o t a l  gardens ) ut i l i se s  
the gr a s s - covered o l der al luvium , a l though p anna i s  not  
t ot a l l y  re s t r i ct ed to  thi s  kind of  l and . Mal a i t an mig r ants 
have succe s s fu l ly pr oduced p anna on the f'ore s t  s o i l s at 
S u su i . However , no- one ha s su cce s s fu l l y  grown swe e t  
pot ato  and y am o n  t h e  gr as s l and s o i l s u s ing tradit ional 
method s o f  t i l l age . l 

Dur ing February 1 9 6 7  the Roroni p e op l e  arr anged with GPL 
that the Mel ane s ian - owned gras s l and we st  o f  the v i l l age 
wou l d  b e  p l oughed , d i s ced and harr owed in r eturn for r iver 
gravel  c o l l e ct ed by the c ompany earl i er in the year . GPL 
did  thi s in May , and sweet  p o t at o  and mai z e  wer e  p l anted 
in June in the name of  the Gaubata  D eve lopment Soc iety . 
The cr op s gr ew we l l  ( pe r s onal  commun i cat ion : Vuiyas awa , 
Ror oni r epre sent at ive o f  the s o c iety , Augu st  1 9 6 7 ) . 
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The int er cul t ivat i oq of  cr op s  i s  a c ommon feature o f  
P a c i fic  I sl ands s ub s i s t enc e sh i f t ing agr icul tur e . I n  
Tadh imb oko the ma in c r o p s  int ercul t ivat e d  a r e  uvi and 
panna with nat ive ve getab l e s , b anana s , pawpaws-:-Pineapples ,  
ma i z e , water-mel on s  a n d  beans . l Often fru i t  t r e e s  l ike 
b anana and pawpaw are p lante d ar ound t he e dge of the gar ­
den or divi s i ons  of a s ingle p l ot t o  pr ot e c t  the main c r op 
fr om strong winds and , l ike the kobe , t o  d iv i de the gar den 
int o  b l ocks wh ich serve as uni t s  for l ab our . 

There i s  a c er t a in c r opping cyc l e  in T a dhimb oko We s t . 
The gar dener dec i de s  on the maj or c r op f or a new c l ear ing 
a f t er c ons i der ing emp ir ica l evidence such a s  the exp er ienc e  
of  a previou s  o r  nearby oper a t or , h i s  own r e s ul t s  o n  the 
s ame or s imilar  s o i l s , hi s own crop needs , and the ava i l ­
ab il ity of  plant ing mat er ia l . With yam , the gar dener in­
var iab l y  obt a ins  two succe s s ive crop s ; the s e c ond cr op i s  
p l ante d  s oon a fter  the f ir s t  i s  harve s t e d  a n d  b e f or e  wee ds 
bec ome f irml y  e s t abl ishe d .  Th i s  i s  fol l owe d by two or even 
thr ee p l ant ings of  sweet potat o . In  thi s way a s ingl e gar ­
den wi l l  be opera t e d  and pr o duc ing r oot s f or two t o  thre e  
year s be f ore  i t  i s  ab�ndone d .  I f  sweet p o t a t o  i s  t h e  ma in 
crop , the gar den is usua l ly p l ante d two or thr e e  t ime s , 
with no sub s tant i a l  dr op in yie l d  per acre , b e f or e  fal l ow­
ing . Thus a swe e t  p otat o  gar den i s  oper at e d  f or b e tween 
one and two year s . However , in recent year s thi s  gar den­
ing cyc l e  ha s t ended t o  be  c on s i derab ly sh ort er , part icu­
l ar ly where sweet  potato is the ma j or cr op . Thr ough out 
the r e g ion c oc onut s are p l ant e d  with the f ir s t  or s e c on d  
swe e t  potat o crop . Thi s i s  creat ing a de f inite  inr oa d  
int o the f ood cr op cyc l e  and sub s i s t ence a gr i cul ture 
genera l ly and is l ikely to r e duce progr e s s ive l y  the area 
a t  pre sent most amenab l e  to gar denin.g . 

The l eve l of pr oduct ivity of  Tadhimb oko gar dens s e ems 
to  depend pr imar i l y  on the l evel of the pl ant nutr ient 
c ontent of the a l l uvial s o i l s ,  wh ich in turn is a f f e c t e d  
by the l ength of  t h e  fal l ow per i od a n d  the de gree  o f  s o i l  
t i l l ing , given spec i fic  unit s of l and a n d  l ab our . The 
s o il  survey of the T a dhimb oko region ( Bal l antyne 1 9 61 ) 
ha s demonstrated  that the pl ant nut r i ent c ontent of  the 
s oil s i s  capab l e  of s u s t a ining a c ont inuing number o f  
sub s i s te nce  cr opp ing s without s er i ou s  pedol ogical e f fects � 

1 H owever , the sub s i diary crop s are usua l ly scattered  
thr oughout the gar den and  r ar e ly c over a s i z e ab l e  p or t i on 
of  the gar den when int ercul t ivat e d  with a ma j or cr op . 
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The l ength o f  the fa l l ow per i o d  var ies  marke dly thr ough­
out T a dh irnb oko We s t : the pre sent gar den s opp os i t e  Ror oni 
were c ul t iva t e d  1 4  year s a g o , tho s e  a t  Sua g i  and Gorabau 
have not been worke d dur ing the l a s t  8 t o  1 0  year s , wh i l e  
the v i l l a ger s of Gi lutae , Mak i l e  a n d  Ga irnal i t o day cul ­
t iva t e  l and r e st e d  f or b e tween 4 and 8 year s . The Tena ­
hulu .. and Mal a i t an s  a t  Susui t o day cul t ivat e  l ands which 
are b eing p l ante d  f or the f ir s t  t ime s ince Wor l d War I I . 
On the b a s i s  of  the s e  f igur e s , the average l ength of  f a l ­
l ow i s  1 3 . 8  year s . H owever , i f  Tenahulu a n d  S u s u i  are 
exc luded from the ab ove calculat i on b ecause they are very 
recent s e t t lement s ,  the average fa l l ow per i o d  dr op s t o  
9 . 6  year s . 

There i s  a c l ear divi s i on b etween the Ta dhirnb oko an d 
Mal a i tans in the region in terms of  crop pr o duc t ivity . 
The Mal a i t ans  a t  Susui and on b oth s i de s o f  the Na l irnb iu 
River pro duce fwee t  pota t o  a t  the rate of  3 . 1 5 to 3 . 30 
t ons per acre , whi l e  the Tadhirnb oko in the same general 
l ocal ity , c ul t ivat ing s im i l ar s o i l s r e s t e d  for s im i l ar 
per iod� , ob t a in be tween 2 . 00 t o  2 . 5 7 t ons  p er acre . 
A s suming s o il  fer t i l i ty i s  gener a l ly c onstant thr oughout 
thi s area , the s e  var i a t i ons re sul t ma inly from th e 
thor ough t i l l ing of the s oi l  by the Ma l a itan migrant s ,  
and a t  Su sui ( where the y ie l d  per acre is h i ghe s t )  the 
l onger f a l l ow ·  per i o d  perhap s give s an a dd e d  a dvantage . 

The p i g  

The p i g  wa s a ma in s ourc e  o f  pr ote in in t h e  ve getab l e ­
dornina t e d  tradit i ona l d i e t  o f  the T a dhirnb oko . I t  was 
al s o  e s s ent ial f or any ceremonial . T oday , however ,- p i g  
meat i s  n o t  readily  ava il ab l e  in quant i t y  a n d  supp l i e s  
a r e  be ing depl et e d . W i l d p i gs  may be  directl y hunt e d  
from b oth the f or e s t  a n d  the gra s s l an d ,  or by guar ding 
gar d�n s  a t  night , but a catch is not a lways a s sure d .  
T oday many tra dit ional func t i ons ar e b ec oming non­
t r a di t i onal in the ir f ood  c ompone nt : t inne d  meat , t inne d 
f i sh and r ice  are incr e a s ingly replac ing p i g  and yarns . 

1 The se  f i gur e s  app ly t o  the f�r st harve st  of  a fir s t  
cr op , a n d  d o  n o t  inc lude sub sequent c r ops  obt a ine d a f t er 
the swe e t  p ot a t o  vine s have had t ime t o  pr o duce crops  
a l s o . They may b e  c ompar e d  with Ilu  F arm when tha t prop­
erty wa s operat e d  by the Department o f  Agr icul ture : i t s  
f ir s t  harve s t s  o f .  swe e t  p ot at o  pro duce d yie l ds of  4 . 1 5 t o  
5 . 3 2 t ons per . acre ( B SIP Depar tment o f  Agr icul tur e , 
' Annua l report for 1 94 9 ' , Appendix I ) . 
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The r e sul t is  that few T a dh imb oko make p i g-keeping a 
part  of the ir a gr icul tural s y s t em .  In  Ror oni f ive indiv­
i dua l s  c l a im the 1 3  p i gs and p igl et s in that vil l age , the 
4 p igs  in Gorabau b e l ong to two men , the 1 3  pigs  and p i g­
l et s  a t  Maki l e  b e l ong t o  three  per s ons , whi l e  at  Kol i one 
in divi dua l owns a l l  5 pigs  in that vi l l age . 

New br ee ds o f  pigs  were bought by the T a dh imboko fr om 
both I l u  and Kukum . The se  have impr ove d the nat ive s train , 
al though the s t andar d o f  p i g-rearing in the are a  ha s 
change d l i t t l e . Many vi l l ager s merely  keep pigs  and do 
not bree d  and r ear them f or a part icul ar purp o s e , such a s  
t o  earn c a sh . F or a v i l lager ' s  p i g  to  gr ow t o  a l arge 
s iz e  is invar iab l y  not the direct re sul t of it s pr oper 
care by the owner ; rather it  mos t  l ike ly me ans that the 
p i g , fending f or i t s e l f most of the t ime , has gr own up 
dur i ng a per io d  when no c ircums t ance s  have demande d it s 
dispos a l . H owever , there i s  s ome c on s c i ou sne s s  of  i t s  
potent ial c a sh val ue . 

The l aw deman ds that dome s t i c  pigs b e  f enc e d  in , but 
it doe s not demard a minimum s tandard of  p i g-keep ing 
among v i l l a ger s . P ig- fenc ing c ommonly ut i l i s e s  s crap 
metal  such as s teel -wire net t ing and mar s den mat s .  In  
s ome ins t anc e s  the  wh ol e meander of a r iver -cour s e  might 
be  fenc e d  o f f  ( see  F ig .  7 . 2 ) to give the pigs a f a ir l y  
l ar ge area i n  which t o  r oam and scavenge . Mor e  o ften 
than not , p i g s  are not  pr ovi de d  wi th a pr oper she l ter , 
and fee ding i s  irregular and depends on wha t  i s  l e ft 
fr om the previous day ' s me a l  o f  the owner . 2 

A s  a s our ce of  inc ome , p i g-rear ing holds  de fin i t e  
pr om i se s ince p i g  meat ha s an a s sure d market in H oniar a . 
Wha t  seems t o  b e  require d i s  a r e or gani sat i on of the 
system of p ig-r ear ing , and the diver s i on of  a greater 
quant i ty of  gar den pr oduce , in suitably prepar e d  form ,  
a s  p ig fee d .  Peop l e  real i s e  the potent i al c a sh-earning 
power o f  p i g s , but th i s  r ea l i s at ion has  yet to be t r an s ­
l at e d  int o act ion . 

Such a s t ipu l at ion woul d . be  di f f icul t , i f  not imp o s s ib l e , 
t o  fol f i  1 .  B e s i de s , pi g-keeping in' T a dhimb oko is  far from 
b e ing even s emi- c ommerc ial i se d ,  in whi ch c a s e  c onformi t y  
t o  minimum s t andar ds o f  p i g  rearin·g woul d appr oach the 
ec onomic gra s p  of the pe opl e .  
2 I n  s ome inter ior v i l l a ge s  o f  T a dh imb oko E a s t , s ago p i th 
i s  a suppl ementary p ig fee d ,  but not in T a dh imb oko We s t . 



Chapter 8 

The s a l e  of foodstu f f s  in H oniara market 1 

E s t ab l i shment o f  H oniara 
market 

Chapt er 7 shows tha t nearl y  a l l  vi l l ager s in T a dhim­
b oko We s t  cul t ivate acreage s of food  crops  we l l  ab ove 
the ir minimum sub s i s tenc e  re quirement s .  The sur plus  i s  
not ut i l i se d  l oc a l ly , e i ther f or human c onsumpt i on o r  a s  
s t ock fee d ,  but i s  marke t e d  i n  H oniar a , the pos t -war 
cap i t a l  and ma in urban centre of the S ol omons . 

The organ i s e d  di sposal  of  vegetab l e  pr o duce  in H oniara 
commence d  about  1 95 0  as a r e s ul t  o f  the Government ' s  
a gr icul tur al  devel opment p o l icy . Ear ly in 1 949  t�o 
C ommonweal th Deve l opment and We l far e grant s were ma de 
ava i l ab l e  to the Government : one t o  e st ab l i sh a demon­
s trat ion and experimenta l farm on the former Amer ic an 
Army vegetab l e  farm a t  I l u ,  the other t o  f inance an 

· 

a gr icul tur a l  s t a t ion a t  Kukum with func t i ons  s imil a r  t o  
those  of  I l u  and s erving �l s o a s  the ma in quarant ine 
s t a t i on for the S o l omons . By the end o f  1 9 50  b oth I l u  
a nd Kukum wer e  pr o ducing large quant it i e s  o f  fre sh ve ge­
t ab l e s , much o f  which was b ought by the Medical , Pri son,  
and  Pol ice  Depar tment s to  s upp l ement impor t e d  r a t ions 
i s sue d to the ir Me l ane s ian empl oye e s . 3 After  the needs  
o f  the s e  depa r tment s wer e  met , there remained a disposab l e  
sur p l us·. In rec o gnit i on of the nee d  t o  provi de a r e t a i l  

Much o f  th i s  chapter i s  drawn from L a s a qa ( 1 9 69 : 4 8 - 9 6 ) . 
2 BSIP  Department o f  Agr icul tur e , Annua l Repor t f or 1 95 2  
( 1 9 5 3 : 8 - 1 0 ) . 
3 The extens ive u s e  o f  impor t e d  r a t i on s  by gover nment 
depar tments  wa s par t l y  r e sp on s ib l e f or the l at e  ava i l ­
a b i l ity  t o  Me l ane s ians o f  a marke t f or vegetab l e  pr o duce 
in H oniara . 

1 5 0  



out l e t  f or Me l ane s ian- grown produce , the Depar tment o f  
Agr icul ture e st ab l i she d a marke t -pl ace a t  Honiara . 1 

1 5 1  

The I l u  pro j e c t  ende d  i n  1 9 55 , and when Kukum s tat ion 
was diver s i f i e d  wi th the intro duc t i on o f  a pi ggery , a 
dairy her d ,  and experiment a l  p l ot s o f  cocoa  and pa s tur e  
gra s s e s , vege t ab l e  pr oduct i on r e c e ive d le s s  pr i or i t y . 
The s e  change s gave t he f ir s t  maj or opening t o  Mel ane s ian 
pro ducer s ,  who c onvinc ing ly demons trate d that , g iven 
opp ort unity , enc ouragement and appr opr iate  inc ent ive s , 2 
they c ou l d  supp l y  mor e t han s u f f i c ient gar den p roduce t o  
government depar tment s .  Other Me l ane s ian pr o duc er s  s o l d  
the ir pr o duce i n  the marke t - p l ace . 

The s upp ly o f  pr o duce t o  H oniara market 3 

Mor e than 66  per cent ( by val ue )  of the $ 9 , 65 3  wor th 
o f  pro duce reaching H oniara market dur ing the s urvey 
per i o d4 is c ontr ibut e d  by T a dh imboko We s t  a l one . I n  fact , 
i t s  c ontr ibut ion i s  mor e  than 60 per c e nt on e i gh t  o f  ten 
survey dat e s  ( se e  Tab l e  8 . 1 ) . Of the other areas  ( see  
F ig . 8 . 1 ) , V i s a l e  a l one c ontr ibute s r e gularly  al th ough it s 
c ontr ibut i on i s  we l l  b e l ow that o f  T a dh imb oko We s t . In  
T a dh imb oko We s t 5 the Mal a it an mi grant s are c on s i s tent ly 
prominent a s  suppl ier s , as  ar e the T a dh imboko of  G i l utae­
Gaima l i  and the  �a l imb iu gr oup ( see  P la t e  8 . 1 ) ,  a l though 

The Department o f  Agr i cul ture s oon r e l inqui she d c ontr o l  
o f  the marke t -place  t o  the Centr a l D i s tr ic t  a dminis trat i on 
which oper a t e d  it  be tween 1 9 5 0  and 1 95 7 , unt i l  the Honiara 
T own C ounc i l  was e s t ab l i she d .  
2 D ur ing the f ir s t  hal f  o f  1 9 5 7 , f or exampl e ,  the Me dical 
Department let l ocal  pr o ducer s know that i t  woul d purchas e  
a l l gar den pr o duce o f fere d  at  a pr ice  a gr e e d  upon by the 
D is tr i c t  C ommi s s i oner , Centra l S ol omons . 
3 H oniara ha s no s ingl e  mark et day ; ins t ea d ,  there is  a 
di s t inct and over l app ing pat t ern of  b i -weekly and b i­
month ly marke t s . The mi ddl e and end- o f -month market 
periods  are the mos t  import ant in t erms of  number  of 
vendor s and pr oduce . 
4 Although the pre sent t ense i s  u s e d ,  data pre s ent e d  here 
wer e  c o l l e c t e d  dur ing a five -month per iod  from the end  o f  
March t o  the middl e o f  Augu s t  1 9 6 6 . 

5 The T a dhimb oko W e s t  vi l l a ge gr oup s us e d  her e c orre s p ond 
to tho s e  u s e d  in Chapter 7 .  



Table 8 . 1  I-' VI N 

Produce sold in Honi ar a  market at each market date in 19661 bX vendors 
of each District and o f  each� within Tadhimboko West 

(% 

End of Mid- End o f  Mid- End o f  Mid- End of Mid- End of Mid-
% 

Area/District March April Apri l  May May June June July July August of t otal 
produce 

Tadhimboko Wes t :  

Malaitan migrants 1 3 . 49 28 . 30 20 . 11 1 5 . 79 1 9 . 58 22 . 38 22 . 13 30 . 50 1 6 . 62 21 . 03 20 . 26 
Gil utae-Gaimali 2 1 . 84 7 . 10 14 . 99 14 . 82 7 . 67 2 3 .  77 1 1 .  78 9 . 58 1 3 . 93 2 1 . 42 14 . 95 
Nalimbi u  1 2 . 42 7 . 8 7  1 2 . 92 6 . 29 5 .  75 1 5 . 26 4 . 67 15 . 1 7  1 6 . 98 20 . 05 1 0 . 95 
Koli Point 7 . 90 5 . 51 5 .  7 7  6 . 01 2 .  7 5  4 . 9 3  3 . 15 0 5 . 95 2 . 56 4 . 64 
Metepono 5 . 8 7  1 . 1 3 2 . 08 3 . 44 4 . 86 3 . 10 10 . 88 3 .  76 4 . 83 4 . 52 4 .  74 
Tenahulu 0 . 33 0 0 0 8 . 95 0 0 0 0 0 1 . 35 
Gorabau 2 . 37 4 . 43 1 . 01 3 . 88 4 . 05 0 .  78 1 . 29 3 . 60 2 . 43 6 . 19 2 .  7 2  

Suagi 0 . 61 1 . 83 1 . 88 0 2 . 22 0 2 . 86 1 . 99 4 . 33 2 . 09 1 . 88 
Roroni 0 . 38 0 2 .  7 7  1 . 66 4 . 25 5 . 23 6 . 1 7  5 . 09 14 . 6 7  9 . 43 4 . 93 

Tadhimboko Wes t  6 5 . 21 5 6 . 1 7  61 . 5 3  5 1 . 89 60 . 08 75 . 45 62 . 93 69 . 69 7 9 . 74 8 7  . 29 6 6 . 42 
total 

Other Distric t s :  

A o  l a  8 . 00 0 8 . 08 1 2 . 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 .  21 

Malango 2 . 49 0 0 . 30 1 .  63 1 . 25 0 3 . 6 7 1 . 95 5 , 4 7  3 . 82 2 . 13 

T a dhimboko East 6 . 03 3 . 55 10 . 94 1 . 5 3  14 . 7 3  2 . 66 12 . 68 1 . 50 3 .  72 0 7 . 11 

Paripao 2. 74 0 1 .  7 5  0 1 .  70 0 3 . 44 0 4 .  74 0 1 . 82 

V i  sale 1 5 . 5 3  40 . 28 1 6 . 1 3  14 . 28 1 7 .  7 2  21 . 89 1 6 . 2 7 26 . 86 6 . 33 8 . 89 1 6 .  7 1  

Nggela 0 0 1 . 27 0 3 . 82 0 1 . 01 0 0 0 0 . 88 

Talise West 0 0 0 18 . 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 l .  71 

Kukum 0 0 0 0 0 .  70 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 01 

Total 1 00 . 00 1 00 . 00 1 00 . 00 100 . 00 1 0 0 .  00 1 00 . 00 100 . 00 100 . 00 1 00 . 00 100 . 00 100 . 00 



F i g . 8 . 1 .  

L £NGO CHANNEL 

S ub- d i str ict s  o f  Guadal c anal and other areas  
repr e s ented at Honiar a market at t ime o f  survey . t-' V"I w 
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P l at e  8 . 1 . T a dhimb oko vendor s f r om Gi lutae-Ga ima l i  
arr ive a t  H oniara marke t  

i n  t ot a l  pr o duce the l a t ter  fal l b eh ind the Mal ai tan 
m i grant s .  The ver y  l ow r e l a t ive p o s i t i ons of  Sua g i  and 
Gorabau are l ar ge ly be cau se  the ir re s i dent s have other  
c a sh s ourc e s ,  par t icularly c opra pr o duc t ion . The s ame 
a ppl i e s  t o  Kol i P oint and the Metepono area . T enahulu ,  
a s  ment ione d ,  prepare d  a tradit i onal fea s t  dur ing the 
s ur vey per iod , and f igur e s  s i gn i f ic ant ly  on one o cc a s i on 
only when i t s  r e s i dent s  nee de d  money t o  purchas e  p igs  
for the  fea s t . 

There i s  no sea s onal var iat i on in the suppl y  o f  pr o­
duce ( s e e  Tab l e  8 . 2 ) . H owever , over 64 per c ent o f  the 
t ot a l  c ame dur ing the end- o f -month marke t s  wh i l e  36 per 
c ent arr ive d dur ing the mi d-month marke t s . Thi s  r e f l e c t s  
the pr o ducer s ' r e s pons e  t o  the greater purcha sing power 
of Me l ane s ian labourer s a t  the end o f  the month , a ft er 
government and pr ivat e  enterpr i se payday s , l in c ompar i s on 
wi th the smal l er number o f  wor ker s in non- government 
emp l oyment wh o r ece ive twice-monthly wage s . F ew Me l an­
e s ians buy pro duce at the b i -weekly market s .  

Most  o f  H oniara ' s Me l ane s i an l ab ourer s rece ive a b a s i c  
wage o f  $ 1 6  t o  $ 20 p e r  month . 



End o f  Mar . 
M id-Apr . 
End o f  Apr . 
M i d-May 
End of May 
M i d-June 
End of June 
M i d-July 
End o f  July 

Tab l e  8 . 2  

1 0 . 61 
6 .  79  

14 . 39 
9 . 30 

1 4 . 6 1  
8 . 24 

1 3 . 1 7 
6 . 4 3  

1 1 . 3 2 

1 5 5  

I n  b o th val ue and volume , r oot  c r op s  c ompr i se the bulk 
of  a l l  pr oduce of fered , fol l owe d by cooked f oods , tra­
d i t ional s t imul ant s ,  fruit s , nut s , unc ooke d meat and f i sh ,  
Eur opean vegetab l e s , nat ive vege t ab l e s  ( gr eens ) , handi­
cra f t s and pet s , in tha t  or der ( see  Tab l e  ·8 . 3 ) .  Ther e  i s  
n o  marked monthly  or s e a s onal f luctua t ion i n  supply al ­
th ough there i s  a c l ear intra-month tr ough�cr e s t  pat tern 
wh ich c orr e l a t e s  wi th the r i se and fal l in the t ot a l  num­
ber of s e l l er s  a t  e ach market t ime ( see T ab l e  8 . 4 ) . 

T ab l e  8 . 3  

Cat e gor i e s  o f  pro duce s ol d  in H oniara 
market dur ing the survey p er i o d  

Root c r op s  
Nat ive ve getab l e s* 
Eur opean ve get ab l e s  
Fruit s 
Cooke d f oods  
Unc o oke d meat  and f i sh 
Nut s 
Tradi t iona l  s t imul ant s 

(% )  

* Greens only a r e  inc l uded here . 

6 7 . 34 
1 . 0 6 
1 . 84 
5 . 7 1 
8 . 1 2 
3 . 05 
4 .  7 7  
7 . 9 5 
0 . 1 6 
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Tab l e  8 . 4 

Number of vendor s in H oniara market a t  each market dat e  in 1 9 6 6 , by  D i s tr i c t  

Date s  T a dhimboko Tadhimboko V i sa l e  Malango Par ip ao Ao la  Ngge l a  Tali se Kuk um Total  
We st  East  We s t  

End o f  Mar ch 6 6  1 3  38 4 1 3  7 0 0 0 141  
M i d-Apr i l  4 1  1 4 1  1 0 0 0 0 0 84 
End of Apr il  83  1 9  3 7  0 8 1 2  1 0 0 1 60 
M i d-May 43  1 28 4 0 1 1  0 5 0 9 2  
End o f  May 8 7  38 43 5 7 0 1 0 1 1 8 2  
Mid-June 5 8  4 3 7  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 9  
E n d  o f  June 9 2  43 5 7  7 1 2  0 4 0 0 2 1 5  
Mid-July 40 9 2 1  5 0 0 0 0 0 75  
End o f  July 1 00 1 9  25  3 5 0 0 0 0 1 5 2  
M id-Augu s t  5 8  0 1 7  3 0 0 0 0 0 7 &  



A vendor ' s  n et inc ome from a marke t  
the type o f  pr oduce o ffere d , t he vol ume 
and fre i gh t  expens e s . 

1 5 7  

dep ends on 
an d f ar e s  

A patt ern of  supply  o f  foodstu f f s  shows t ha t  s ome 
c a t e gor i e s  of pr o duce are mor e pr ominent in ar ea s wher e  
ther e  i s  specia l i s at i on ,  and s ome t ypes  o f  pr oduce are 
more s igni f ic ant than othe r s  as .ma j or inc ome ear ner s . 
At  the end o f  June 1 9 66 r oot s wer e  the ma j or earner s o f  
ca sh f o r  mo s t  pr oduc er s ( see  T ab l e  8 . 5 ) , and their impor­
t ance a s  a s our c e  of  c a sh , par t icul ar ly t o  t he T a dh imboko 
and Mal a i t ans  in the region , c annot be overempha s i s e d . 

Wi th in T a dh imb oko We s t  only the Mal a i t an mi gr an t s  and 
the l oc a l s  from b oth s i de s  of the Na l imbiu  and Gilutae­
Gaima l i  have average t ot a l  inc ome s above the d i s t r i c t  
average ( see  T ab l e  8 . 6 ) . But  thi s D i s tr i c t average i s  
far bel ow that o f  the Mal a i t ans ; inde e d ,  t h e  earnings o f  
t h e  l a t t er ar e the ma j or e l ement in the r e gi on ' s h i gh 
average t otal  income , in c ompar i son with inc ome s o f  o ther 
D i s t r ic t s . 

Average incomes o f  ven dor s during each o f  the survey 
per iods  empha s i s e  the impor t ance of the Mal a i t an migrant s , 
par t icularly on s ix of the ten survey date s  whe n  their 
average income s wer e as much a s  two to three  t ime s ,  in 
s ome c a se s four t ime s , thos e  of o th er area s . A number 
of indivi dual inc ome s over $ 5 0  ensur e s  b oth a h i gh average 
indivi dual income per out ing and a h i gh s t an dar d devia t i on 
for the who l e  o f  T a dhimboko We s t , and e special l y  f or the 
Mal a i t an mi gr ant s .  At the end of  June 1 9 66 , for examp l e , 
6 . 5  per c ent of T a dhimboko We s t  vendor s earne d inc ome s 
mor e than two s t andar d deviat i ons fr om the area ' s  high 
mean f or that month . 

B ut h ow profitab l e  i s  the s a l e  o f  pr oduce in H oniara 
market in terms o f  t o t al c a sh receipt s ,  and in c ompar i ­
s on with other s our c e s  o f  ca sh ava i l ab l e  l oc a l l y  a n d  i n  
Honiara?  The c a sh ear nings from al l s ource s o f  s ix 
individual s  dur ing 1 9 6 6  are u s e d  t o  i l lustrate  the p o s i ­
t ion ( se e  T ab l e  8 . 7 ) .  Turagarere and Wa saca  repre s ent 
the Mal a i t an migr ant s in Tadhimboko We s t . The former i s  
a non-rent -paying t enant -at -wi l l  of the Government a t  

A l l  pr oduce reach ing the market i s  s o l d  in unit s or 
mul t ipl e s  of l Oc . Depe nd ing on i t s  c ondi t ion , uns ol d  
pr oduce i s  e ither r et ur ne d  home or dispos e d  o f  a s  was t e . 



I-' 
Table 8 . 5  U1 00 

Percenta�e c l a s s i f ication of income derived b;2'. eroduce class in 
Honiara market a t  the end-of-June 1966 market period 

Malaitan Tadhimboko Tadhimboko 'J;otal % of 
Produce 

migrants West East Paripao Malango Vi sale Ngge l a  no . o f  total 
producers producers 

Roots No . o f  producers 1 7  61 2 3  4 6 34 0 145 67 . 44 
% of t ot a l  producers 94 . 44 8 2 . 43 5 3 . 49 3 3 . 34 8 5 .  7 1  59 . 64 0 

Fruits No . o f  producers 1 4 1 1 0 5 0 1 2  5 . 58 
% of total producers 5 . 5 6  5 . 41 2 . 33 8 . 33 0 8 .  7 7  0 

Cooked foods No . o f  producers 0 4 5 0 0 6 1 1 6  7 . 44 
% of total producers 0 5 . 41 11 . 63 0 0 1 0 . 5 3  25 . oo 

Uncooked foods No . o f  producers 0 5 2 1 1 2 3 14 6 . 5 1  
% o f  total producers 0 6 .  75 4 . 65 8 . 33 14 . 29 3 . 51 75 . 00 

Coconuts N o . o f  producers 0 0 3 0 0 2 0 5 2 . 32 
% of total producers 0 0 6 . 9 7 0 0 3 . 5 1  0 

Tradit i onal No . of producers 0 0 9 3 0 6 0 1 8  8 . 37 
s t imulants % o f  t otal producers 0 0 2 0 . 9 3  25 . 00 0 1 0 . 5 3  0 

Handicrafts N o .  o f  producers 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 1 . 39 
% of total producers 0 0 0 2 5 . 00 0 0 0 

European No . of producers 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 . 94 
vegetables % o f  t otal producers 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 5 1  0 

Total n o .  of producers 18 74 43 12 7 5 7  4 2 1 5  1 0 0  



Area /D i s trict End of 
March 

Tadhimboko Wes t :  

Malaitan Mean 1 5 .  54 
S . d . '" 1 2  . 1 7  

Gi lutae- Mean 8 . 49 
Gaimali S . d .  5 . 29 

Mean 9 . 12 
S . d .  4 . 9 5  

Kol i P o int Mean 5 . 58 
S . d .  2 . 18 

Metepono Mean 8 . 33 
S . d .  7 . 38 

Tenahulu Mean 3 . 80 
S . d .  0 

Gorabau Mean 5 . 54 
S . d .  1 .  7 7  

Suagi Mean 4 . 80 
S . d .  0 

Roroni Mean 1 . 1 0  
S . d .  0 . 25 

T adhimboko Mean 8 . 25 
West s. d. 6 . 88 

Other D is tricts :  

Ao l a  Mean 8 . 9 7 
S . d .  1 1 . 14 

Malango Mean 3 .  65 
S . d .  2 .  7 3  

Tadhimboko Mean 5 .  78 
East S . d .  5 . 86 

Paripao Mean 3 . 1 6 
S . d .  3 .  2 7  

V i  sale Mean 4 . 1 3  
S . d .  1 .  91 

Nggela Mean 0 

Tab l e  8 . 6  

Mean income (with standard deviations ) derived from Honiara marke t ,  b:i:: vendors of each 
Di§tr ict_ancl_()!_ eiic�-��oup witp_in Tadhimbok£_�\>E!tween end of March and mid-August 1 9 6 6  

( $  

Mid- End of Mid- End o f  Mid- End of Mid- End o f  
Apr i l  Apr il May May June June July July 

23.  28 2 0 . 80 8.  6 7  1 5 .  08 1 3 . 1 9  1 3 .  3 5  1 3 .  2 7  1 2 .  2 9  
12 . 66 1 5 . 40 8 . 4 7  15 . 3 6  9 .  76 9 . 95 1 3 .  9 3  1 1 . 69 

5 . 98 8 -. 76 7 .  75 7 . iO 8 .  74 6 . 20 6 . 84 4 . 30 
2 .  7 1  8 . 49 4 . 68 7 . 35 7 . 08 4 . 21 4 . 1 7 2 . 69 

8 . 00 14 . 42 7 . 14 1 3 . 00 8 . 15 9 . 00 1 9 . 94 6 . 90 
9 . 32 1 0 . 60 2 .  7 6  9 . 2 1  4 .  7 8  8 . 95 17 . 08 5 . 92 

6 . 39 7 . 20 1 1 . 8 7 4 . 29 5 .  77  6 . 60 0 6 . 3 6  
1 . 1 7 4 . 25 9 . 96 2 . 62 2 .  7 9  1 . 4 7  0 4 .  7 0  

2 . 80 1 2 .  90 3 2 . 54 20 . 57 3 .  35 5 . 12 6 . 15 4 . 82 
1 . 43 3 . 20 0 26 . 24 1 . 08 4 . 90 4 . 03 3 . 92 

0 0 0 9 . 2 8  0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 8 . 52 0 0 0 0 

5 . 25 4 . 58 1 . 35 6 . 5 1 3 . 80 7 . 22 7 . 07 2 . 8 1  
2 . 05 3 .  78 0 3 . 1 1  0 1 . 28 3 . 86 1 . 5 9  

7 . 1 1 2 . 53 8 . 50 3 . 91 0 2 . 85 4 . 92 5 . 66 
3 . 37 2 . 1 6  0 3 .  74 0 3 . 24 1 . 8 9  2 . 57 

0 3 . 47 3 . 80 4 . 86 4 .  7 0  3 .  8 8  5 . 4 1 5 .  2 0  
0 1 . 80 3 . 9 3  3 .  71 2 . 61 2 . 83 3 .  22 3 . 63 

8 . 99 9 . 58 8 . 49 8 . 88 8 . 05 6 . 89 9 . 60 6 . 18 
9 . 04 1 0 .  36 7 .  59 1 1 . 43 7 . 03 6 . 9 9  1 0 . 85 6 .  24 

0 6 . 40 6 . 45 0 0 0 0 0 
0 3 . 63 5 . 59 0 0 0 0 0 

2 . 60 2 . 50 4 . 97 2 . 5 3  0 5 . 31 1 . 96 8 . 05 
0 . 20 0 3 . 38 2 . 69 0 9 .  7 7  1 . 98 4 . 03 

21 . 00 4 . 23 1 2 . 80 5 . 55 3 . 43 4 . 55 3 .  20 4 . 03 
0 2 . 80 0 4 . 04 1 . 67 4 .  7 9  1 .  98 3 . 38 

0 2 . 28 0 2 . 91 0 3 . 1 1 0 3 . 1 1 
0 1 .  25 0 0 . 24 0 1 . 63 0 o. 20 

4 . 26 4 . 63 3 . 63 4 . 23 3 .  74 4 . 67 4 . 61 2 . 10 
3 . 1 1 2 .  96 3 .  01 3 .  53 2 . 24 3 . 38 2 . 45 1 .  7 3  

0 1 5 .  60 0 52 . 00 0 3 . 10 0 0 

Mid- Average over 
August whole per iod 

1 0 . 4 7  5 5 . 63 10 . 89 

3 . 95 2 3 . 03 2 . 58 

14 . 53 27 . 84 6 . 20 

2 . 40 1 2 . 52 0 

3 . 22 1 1 . 44 
3 . 44 

0 
9 . 60 0 

3 . 59 1 1 . 51 1 . 84 

3 . 35 6 . 4 3  1 . 8 3  

5 . 88 9 . 63 
1 . 55 

5 . 98 1 9 . 41 6 . 24 

0 
7 . 26 0 

12 . 9 6  7 .  7 1  
9 . 14 

0 
7 . 07 0 

0 
0 3 .  93 

6 . 01 2 .  6 0  I'-' 
0 U1 
0 13 . 33 \.0 



Name 

Tur agarere  

Wasaca 
Mata ika 
Par e t i 
Meki 

Vorata 

Tab l e  8 . 7 

S ourc e s  of  c a sh e arning s of  s e l e c t e d  indivi dua l s 
in Tadhimb oko W e s t , 1 9 66  

Place of  Home E arnings a t  C opra Wage empl oyment 
r e s i dence district  H oniara market s a l e s  a n d  emp l oyer 

Susui  Mal a it a  5 02 . 1 5 0 Agr i cul t ur e  Dept 
( c ontrac t , $ 2 6 . 9 0 )  

Ra vu Mal a i t a  2 84 . 8 2 0 N one 
Gaima l i  T a dh imboko 1 5 6 . 50 0 None 
Gorabau T a dh imboko 25 . 95 2 08 .  73  None 
Abuab i l i  Tadh imboko 0 0 T enaru T imber C o . 

( dr iver ) 
H oniara Ror oni , 0 0 Lands D ept  

T a dh imboko ( c lerk) 

T otal  
income 

5 2 9 . 05 

284 . 8 2 
1 5 6 . 50 
2 34 . 68 
2 75 . 02 

5 5 2 . 00 

I-' 
Q'\ 0 
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S us u i , whi l e  the l a t t er i s  dependent on the Tadh imb oko 
landlor d at Ravu . Turagarer e r epre sent s the ·peak o f  
financi a l  s uc c e s s  i n  Mal aitan par t ic ipat i on in Honiara 
marke t , whi l e  Wasaca typ i f i e s  their aver age p o s i t ion . 
B o th a t t ended the market on a l l  oc casi ons . Mat a ika of  
Ga imal i repr e s ent s the  Tadh imboko f or whom the  sal e of  
produce was the main c a sh s ourc e  during the s urvey . H e  
di d n o t  direc t l y  c ontr o l  o r  h ave acc e s s  t o  any bear ing 
coconut gr ove dur ing the s urvey . He  al s o  a t t ended every 
marke t . Par e t i  of Gor abau , wi th a market a t t endance · rate  
of  40 p er c ent ( almos t doub l e  the aver a ge rate  f or hi s 
vil l age ) , here r epre sent s the Tadhimboko f or whom the 
s a l e  of  gar den pr oduce in H oniar a  is not the main s ourc e  
o f  c a sh . H e  c ontr ol s a l ar ge are a  o f  bear ing c o conut 
palms . Meke of Abuab i l i  and V orata of  Roroni r epre sent 
the T a dh imboko in permanent c a sh empl oyment , the f ormer 
in the rur a l  area , the l a t t er in the t own and with oppor­
tunit ie s  for a dvancement . 

Under pr e s ent c ondi t i ons the s a l e  o f  foodst uf f s  in 
H oniara market i s  r ewar ding to the T a dh imboko and Mal aitan 
mi grant s prepar e d  t o  make the nec e s sary e ff or t . Inde e d , 
i t  can b e  a s  r emunerat ive a s  unsk i l l e d  wage l abour in 
Tadh imboko it s e l f  or in H oniara . But to the Tadh imboko 
wi th other c a sh-yiel ding r e s ourc e s ,  par t icul ar ly  c oconut s ,  
the nee d  t o  earn money i s  npt the pr imary r e a s on b eh ind 
a marke t out ing . The ir purpose  i s  r ather t o  s pend money 
earned fr om c opra sal e s , and they c an do thi s b e cau s e  
transport i s  ava i l ab l e  at  market time s . S ome surplus  
r ipe coconut s and  r oot s ar e usua l l y  t aken a l ong to  avo i d  
the higher fare s ome one wi thout car go ha s t o  pay . 

The Mal ai t an migrant s 

Why are the Mal a i t an migrant s such pr ominent suppl i er s  
o f  pro du c e  t o  Honiar a  market ?  Obviou s ly opp or t unit i e s  
f or wage l ab our in  expatriate enterpr i s e s  in T a dh imboko 
W e s t  have s t ab il i s e d  with t he new l ab our r e gulat ion in 
1 9 60 which abol i sh e d  the sy s t em of  r ecru i t ing worker s f or 
a de f inite  c ontract  perio d . Worke r s  are s t aying l onger 
at  the ir j ob s . Emp l oyment oppor t uni t i e s  pr ovided by 
Tadh imb oko entrepreneur s are very l imite d , and l e s s  rewar d­
ing f inanc ial l y  than work f or expatriate  enterpr i s e s . In 
a dd i t i on ,  recent Mal a it an m i grant s l ack fac i l i t ie s  ava i l ­
ab l e  t o  tho s e  ear l ie r  arr ival s who have marri e d  l ocal 
women ,  a s soc ia t e d  with l ocal  b i g-men f or . c on s i derab l e  
l engths o f  t ime , o r  who have acquired  such r e s our c e s  a s  
coconut s .  Recent arr iv�l s have b een al l oc a t e d  only unused  
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for e s t - c over e d  s oi l s ,  and can e arn money only from quick­
matur ing c r op s . 

Not s o  obvious , however , are the set s o f  interper s onal 
r e l at ionsh ip s  which give a d e l icate  and uncertain f ound­
a t i on to the a gr icul tural and pro duce -marke t i ng opera t ions 
of mos t  Mal a it an migr ant s .  Thi s precar ious base o ffer s 
l it t l e s e cur i ty . Obl iga t i ons arb itrar ily a t tache d t o  
c ul t ivati on r i ght s are not mat ter s for n ego t i a t i on or 
bargaining . The grantor extends l imit e d  us age r i ght s ;  the 
grant e e  accep t s  without que s t i on .  The Mal a i t ans a t  Susui 
have a par t i cul ar pr ob l em :  if  Government succ e e ds in 
at tracti ng devel oper s int o the area , they wil l  have t o  
vacate  Susui . A s  with the Ind i ans i n  F i j i ,  uncertain 
l and t enure s e em s  to  sharpen the motive to  make shor t ­
t erm pr o f i t s .  

Uncer t ainty about the future i s  thus the dominant and 
unit ing fact or in the l ot o f  the r ecent l y  s et t l e d  Mal ai t an 
migr ant s in T a dh imboko We s t . There ar e inst anc e s , a s  a t  
Ravu , wher e  Mal a it ans  a r e  p lant ing coconut s  f or the 
T a dh imboko l and- owner , a nd h er e  the Mal a i t ans themsel ve s  
br ing c l os er the t ime when they mus t  cons i der other means 
of e arning mon ey . 

The c o s t  o f  t r ans por t 

At the t ime o f  thi s  s tudy ,  r oa d  trans p or t was the main 
r e gu l ar means o f  acc e s s  to  Honiara ava i l ab l e to  ven dor s . 
In  T a dh imboko We s t  f our trucks r egular ly  t r avel t o  H oniar a , 
an d can carry b etween h a l f a t on and two t ons  of  pr oduce . 
E ach c arrier a l s o  has  o ther c ommitment s and de l iver i e s  t o  
the marke t  are  often de l aye d ,  with c onse quent deteri or ­
at ion o f  produce . 

An analys i s  o f  the c o s t  o f  transport t o  Honiara marke t  
f or group s  o f  vendor s f r om e a s t  o f  Honiara i s  given i n  
T ab l e  8 . 8 .  The wide r ange i n  the average c o s t  o f  trans­
p or t  per vendor per mile ( 2 . 2� to  33�)  re sul t s  l argely 
from the d i f ferent methods  of c omput ing fre i gh t  rate s , 
the amount o f  pr oduce carr i e d ,  and the numb er of  vendor s 
transpor t e d . S ome c arr ier s place  a l evy on each uni t  o f  
pr o duce t ranspor t e d ; s ome char ge a f l a t  rate  p er d i s tance 
covere d ;  and s ome c omb ine d i s t ance cover e d ,  t ime t aken 
t o  c ar t  the produc e , and the l ikely t ot a l  val ue of a l l 
pro duce transpor te d . Thus for the s ame d i s t ance , f r e i ght  
r a te s  vary b o th b e tween di_fferent c arr i er s  and b e tween 
di f ferent dat e s . 



Tab l e  8 . 8  

Tran s p or t  c o s t s  t o  H on ia r a  marke t , 1966  

D i s tance 
T ot a l  c o s t  

T r an s p o r t Aver a g e  
Average 

c over e d  o n  
N o . t o  al l 

c o s t  a s  % c o s t  per 
c o s t  per 

L oc a l i t y  C arr ier 
al l tr i p s  

o f  vendor s 
o f  gr o s s s e l l e r  

s e l l e r  

( mi l e s ) vendo r s  c omb in e d  
i n c ome ( $ )  p er m i l e  

( $ )  ( c en t s ) 
Ko l i  P o in t - G i l u ta e  L ow Ming 645 32 7 5 1 8 . 51 18 . 54 1 .  76  2 . 8  
Aver a ge p er mar k e t  64 . 5  3 2 . 7  5 1 . 85 

G or ab au- S u a g i  H in g  Mar 450 1 28 1 34 . 49 1 5 . 73 1 . 11 2 . 2  
Aver age per marke t 50  14 . 2  1 5 . 05 

S u s u i  Mal a i t a n s  C e n t r a l  C o- operat ive 2 8  8 1 3 . 25 1 1 . 40 1 .  65  11  
A s s o c i a t ion 

Average per market 14 4 6 . 62 

S u s u i  Mal a i t an s  H in g  Mar 84 40 58 . 50 1 2 . 38 1 . 4 6  1 0  
Aver a ge p e r  marke t 14 6 . 6  8 . 41  

T a r a i a  Mal a i t an s  J ay Nanikar 1 6 2  1 54 . 00 1 6 . 35 6 . 00 33  
t-' 

Ave r a ge p e r  marke t 1 8  O'\ w 



1 64 

The trans por t of Tadh imb oko West  pr o duce t o  the marke t 
at  the t ime of  the s urvey depended heavi ly on A s ian entre­
preneur s .  The  Tadhimboko b e l ieve that the  l a t t er make 
l ar ge pr o f i t s  out of the market busine s s  because they per­
s i s t  in pr ovi ding the s ervice . Al though transport c o s t s  
i n  the region ar e not cheap , i t  i s  vi tal  that l inks with 
th e t own b e  maintaine d because s ince t h e  m i d- 1 95 0 s  many 
Me l ane s ians have b een c omm i t t e d  to market pro duc t ion a s  a 
maj or s ource o f  inc ome 



Chapter 9 

C oconut p l ant ing and copr a pr odu ct ion 

Introduct i on 

Indigenou s coconut p l ant ing and copra produ c t i on have 
alway s b e en the main avenue of e arning cash open t;_o the 
T adhimb oko and S o l omon I s l ander s general ly . B oth be fore 
and s ince Wor l d  War I I , copra contr ibuted mor e than 70  
p er c ent , and somet ime s over 90  per cent , o f  the  annual 
t o t al value of dome s t ic export s ( se e  Tab l e  2 . 1 ) . 1 The 
coconut fir s t  be came a commer c ial  crop in the 1 8 8 0 s  when 
Eur opean t r ad ing l inks were e s t ab l i shed wi th the indig­
enou s inhab i t ant s .  When the  Pro t ectorate  wa s decl ared  in  
18 93 the coconut was a l ready a s ign i f i cant i t em of  2r ade . 
In the T adh imboko reg ion , Wood ford r eported in 1 8 9 6  that 
there h ad been a con s iderab l e  amount of  fre sh co conut 
p l an t ing in the coa s t al are a s  s ince he arr ived in the 
S ol omons in 18 94 . Further impetu s came from the prac­
t ical  examp l e s  o f  l ar ge trading and  p l antat ion firms 
which acqu ired and p l anted under coconut s l ar ge are a s  o f  
l and o n  north Gu adal canal between 1 900 and 1 9 20 . 

Unl ike p l ant at ion coconut s ,  however , e ar ly coconut 
p l ant ing by Tadhimboko was l argely haphaz ar d  in d i s t r i ­
but i on a s  it  exi s t e d  within the t r ad i t i onal sub s i s t ence 
agr i cu l tural and l and t enure fr amework . Ind iv idual 
grove s wer e  there for e s cat t er e d  widely . The total ar ea 
o f  pre-war T adhimb oko c o conut grove s is  much smal l er 
than that o f  p l ant a t i on coconut s ,  a l though both t end t o  
b e  coa s t al in l oc at ion . Th i s  l a t t er featur e t e s t i f i e s  

1 The Government a l s o  levi e s  an expor t duty o n  �opr a at 
the rate  of 15 per cent of the f . o . b .  expor t value . This 
t ax e arned $ 66 6 , 1 6 3  in government revenue in 1 9 65 , whi ch 
i s  equ ival en t  t o  25 . 3 7 per  c ent o f  the total  r e current 
revenue for that year ( BS IP Annual Repor t for 1 9 6 6  
( 1 9 6 7 : 1 8 ) and Annual Report  for  1 9 6 7  ( 1 968 : 21 ) ) . 
2 Wood ford t o  Thur s t on ( 18 96 ) . 
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1 6 6 

t o  the dominant r o l e  o f  s e a  tr ansport in the cash e conomy 
o f  the S ol omon s , and in T adhimboko i t s  cont inu ing impor ­
t ance unt il  the 1 9 50 s . The sma l l  are a o f  pre -war indig­
enou s grove s in compar i s on wit h  p l ant at i on coconut s l arge ­
ly r e f l ect s the uneven progr e s s  o f  Me l ane s ian coconut 
p l ant ing , the ava i l ab i l i ty of wage emp l oyment , at f ir st 
in Queen s l and and F i j i and later in the S o l omons i t s e l f ,  
and the fact that coconu t p l ant ing wa s ,  and s t i l l  i s , 
p ar t  o f  the comp l ex o f  v i l lage  l i f e  and i t s  many commit ­
men t s . 

P o s t -war progr e s s  in 
coconut p l ant ing 

T ab l e  9 . 1  summar i s e s  the age - s tructure o f  coconut 
_ grove s in the var i ou s  p ar t s  o f  Tadhimboko and in the 

region as a whol e .  T adh imboko has approximately  1 , 300 
a cr e s  of l and at  p r e s ent under coconut s ,  44 per  cent o f  
whi ch has  been p l ant ed s ince about 1 9 6 1  whi l e  3 7  per cent 
was p l anted be fore the war . Le s s  than 9 per cent was 
p l anted - during the de cade 1 94 6 - 5 6  and the se  shou l d  now b e  
i n  t h e  pr ime o f  the ir product ive l i fe , whi l e  near ly 8 per 
cent - p l anted  during 1 95 6 - 60 - are beginning t o  bear . 
In the r e gion a s  a who l e ,  then , co conu t  p l ant ing ha s only 
inten s i fied  s ince 1 961 . C on t inuid agr icul tur al ext en s i on 
work c ommenced dur ing ear ly 1 9 63 when the D epar tment o f  
Agr i cu l tu r e  app o int ed  a co conut as s i s t an t 2 and a senior 
f i e l d  a s s i s tant for Ao l a ,  Tadhimboko W e s t  and E as t ; two 
more coconut a s s i st ant s were appointed  e ar ly in 1 965 , one 
to Aol a  and the o ther t o  Roron i . 3 E ar ly in 1 9 64 a numb er 

Be fore th i s ,  the C entral D i str ic t  agr i cu l tur a l  s t a f f  had 
c oncent r at e d  on S ant a I s abel and Nggel a .  
2 S ince 1 95 5  S o l omon I s l ander s have b e en undergo ing two­
t o  thr e e -year cour s e s  in t r op i c al agr i cul ture at  the Kukum 
Agr i cul tur al  In st i tu t e . · On c omp l et i on o f  the cour se  they 
b e come f i e l d  a s s i s t ant s working under exp atr i a t e  agri cul ­
tur al fie l d  o fficer s . The po s t  o f  co conut a s s i s t ant wa s 
created when the new dr ive t o  ext end and improve the 
coconut indu s t ry b e gan in 1 960 . V i l l ager s , o f t e n  with 
very l i t t l e  formal educ a t i on , were g iven short cour s e s  in 
coconut management for thr e e  to s ix months (Agr i cul tur al 
o f ficer , C ent ral  S o l omon s , ' January-June repor t 1 9 63 ' , 
pp . 2 -3 ) . 
3 Agr i cul tural o f ficer , C entral S o l omon s , ' Annua l rep or t ' 
( 1 9 65 : 3 ) . 



Table 9 . 1  

Age - structure o f  coconuts in Tadhimboko Wes t ,  1 9 6 6  

Period planted Gilutae Makile Gaimali Na limbiu Kol i  Metepono Tenahulu Gorabau Suagi Roroni T o t al and age Point 

1 965-66 Total acreage 7 . 38 1 1 . 7 9  20 . 7 7  5 6 . 86 3 7  . 95 38 . 63 5 . 36 7 . 50 7 . 88 2 5 . 45 2 1 9 . 5 7  

( under 1 year ) % 25 . 03 1 5 . 1 3  23 . 8 7  28 . 95 1 9 .  77  17 . 09 54 . 30 2 . 98 5 . 38 2 9 . 08 1 6 . 8 3  

1 9 6 1 -64 Total acreage 5 . 1 7 25 . 03 28 .. 1 2  6 6 . 30 7 1 . 90 8 9 .  7 3  3 . 00 20 . 67 2 2 .  7 2  3 3 . 58 3 6 6 . 2 2  

( 1 - 5 year s )  % 17 . 54 32 . 11 3 2 . 32 3 3 . 7 6  3 7  . 45 3 9 .  69 30 . 40 8 . 22 1 5 . 50 3 8 . 37 28 . 08 

1 95 6-60 T o t al acreage 3 . 64 8 .  7 0  3 . 54 4 1 . 3 1  1 0 . 10 1 1 . 1 7 1 . 51 7 . 14 9 .  99 5 . 59 1 02 . 69 

( 6-10 year s )  % 1 2 . 35 1 1 . 1 6 4 . 07 2 1 . 03 5 . 26 4 . 94 1 5 . 30 2 . 84 6 . 8 2  6 . 3 9 7 . 8 7  

1 951-55 Total acreage 1 . 14 4 .  70 8 . 4 9  1 5 . 9 6  1 7  . 96 1 1 .  7 9  0 3 .  64 4 . 4 7  2 1 . 43 89 . 58 

( 1 1- 1 5  years )  % 3 . 87 6 . 03 9.  76 8 . 13 9 . 36 5 . 22 0 1 . 4 5  3 . 05 24 . 4 9  6 . 87 

1 946-50 Total acreage 1 . 29 3 . 66 4 .  9 9  2 . 85 1 2 .  5 7  2 . 87 0 2 .  7 7  7 . 14 0 .  7 0  3 8 . 84 

( 16-20 year s )  % 4 . 38 4 .  70 5 .  7 3  1 . 45 6 . 55 1 . 2 7  0 1 . 10 4 . 8 7  0 . 8 0  2 . 98 

Pre-war T o t al acreage 1 0 . 8 6  24 . 06 2 1 . 10 1 3 . 13 4 1 . 4 9  7 1 . 8 6  0 209 . 8 1  94 . 34 o. 77 487 . 4 2  

% 3 6 . 83 30 . 87 24 . 25 6 . 68 2 1. 6 1  3 1 . 7 9  0 8 3 . 4 1  64 . 38 0 . 8 9  3 7  . 3 7  

Total acreage 29 . 48 7 7  . 94 8 7  . 01 1 9 6 . 4 1  1 9 1 . 9 7  2 2 6 . 0 5  9 . 8 7 25 1 . 53 146 . 54 8 7  . 52 1 ,  304 . 3 2  

% 2 . 26 5 . 98 6 . 6 7 15 . 06 14 . 7 2  1 7 . 33 o. 76 1 9 .  28 1 1 . 23 6 .  7 1  100 . 0 0  
1-' 0\ 

_Sources : Department of Agr i cu l ture for coconut s 10 years and le s s ;  field survey for other f igures . 
-.....J 
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o f  inf luential  men and suc ce s s fu l  coconut farme r s  fr om 
T adhimboko v i s i t ed LPPL ' s coconut p l ant a t i on s  in the 
Ru s s e l l  I s l ands under the spon s or�h ip o f  the Department 
of Agr i cul tur e . Other incent ive s to  co conu t  p l ant ing 
wer e  the h igh p o s t -war p r i ce o f  c opra and the increas ing 
a c ce s s �b i l ity o f  the Tadhimboko r e g ion to Honiara fol l ow­
ing br idge con s tru ct i on and the r ehab i l i t at ion o f  war ­
t ime r oad s . Rap i d  road t r ansport meant that agr icu l tur al 
o f f i c e r s  fr om Honi ar a  cou l d  vi s it the reg ion more fre ­
quent l y  and o ffer adv i ce o n  agr icu l tura l  ma t t e r s  t o  
f armer s .  

The r e l a t ively l ow propor t i on o f  ind igenou s grov e s  
p l ant e d  dur ing the de cade 1 94 6 - 5 6  mus t  b e  v iewed against 
the unse t t l ed pol it ical �ond i t i on s  throughout  the S o l omons 
and the cash opportunit i e s  ava i l ab le in T adhimboko at  that 
t ime . The Mar ching Rul e  a imed to pr oduce qui ck-matur ing 
food cr op s for l o cal  consump t i on . Opportunit ies  for local 
wage emp l oyment were  p l e nt i fu l ; f i r s t  ther e  wa s s crap­
me t al c o l l e ct i on and l at er p l an t a t i on and t imber mil l ing 
work . When the se  sho r t - t erm opportunit ie s  t apered o f f  
a ft er the recru i t ing sy s t em was abo l i shed i n  1 9 60 , the 
T adhimboko turned b a ck to the i r  l and . Thi s  r e su l t e d  in 
s ome exp an s i on in coconut p l ,ant ing and the growth o f  food 
crop s for Hon i ara market . The Guada l c anal C oun c i l  al s o  
made spe c i f i c  deman d s· on the T adhimboko dur ing thi s t ime . 
Apar t from requ ir ing the payment o f  he ad t ax ( increased  
from $1  in  1 95 3  t o  $6  in 1 9 64 ) , the c ounc i l  s t ipu l at e d  
that a l l  adul t s  devot e  one d ay p er month t o  council  work 
under the d ir e c t i on o f  the d i s tr i c t  headman and coun c il 
member s . 1 In T adh imboko the se  coun c i l  work-day s  were 
spent on the maint enance of main tracks and roads and the 
con s tru c t i on o f  foot  b r idge s a cr o s s  minor creeks and 
wat er- cour s e s . Such work frequent ly invo lved overni ght 

1 In Tadhimboko We s t  the f ir st  Wedne sday of each month 
was set a s ide as coun c i l  work-day ( re s o lu t ion no . 1 2 o f  
1 95 7  o f  the Guadal canal C oun c i l ) .  The abo l it ion o f  
compul s ory coun c i l  work-day s  which were con s idered con­
t r ary to the sp ir it  o f  the Internat i onal L ab our C onvent ion 
was d i s cu s sed by near ly a l l  l ocal  government c ounc il s 
dur ing 1 9 65 . Thi s work i s  now cons idered a s  vo lunt ary 
sel f -help l ab our . 
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s t ay s  in o ther vi l l age s and , ther e for e , a decr ea s e  in the 
amount o f  t ime that might have been spent on agr icu l tur al  
chore s . l 

Pr o gre s s  a t  an inter-v i l l age l evel wa s uneven , and the 
rate o f  coconut p l ant ing a l so  var ied among r e s i dent s o f  a 
part icu l ar v i l l a ge . Tenahu lu l acks matur e  palms b e c au se 
i t  i s  only a recent ly e s t ab l i shed vi l l ag e , and has a smal l 
coconut a cr e a�e be cau s e  o f  the s car city o f  seed nut s  f or 
new p l ant ing . Gener al ly , l ong- e s t ab l i she d  v i l l age s l ike 
Makil e ,  Gaimal i ,  v il l age s o f  the Ko l i  Point and Met ep ono 
ar e a s , Gor abau and Suagi , have lar ge acreage s o f  mature 
coconut s wh i ch ensure a l ar ge over al l acreage per cap i t a . 
Abundance o f  b ear ing palms , o f  cour se , ensure s an adequat e 
supp ly  o f  p l ant ing mat e r ial . · However , there are excep ­
t ions t o  thi s . The Nal imb iu are a ha s onl y b een r ecent ly 
s et t l ed - it s Tadhimb oko o c cupant s moved  from Maki l e , 
Gaimal i ,  P apagu and Ko l i  between 1 954 and 1 963  - but a l l  
o f  them e i ther control  o r  have acce s s  t o  l ocal ly s e l e cted  
seed  nut s  from the ir coa s t al v il l age s . Thi s , and the ir 
u se of hired or ' free ' l ab our , he lp to a ccount for the ir 
very hi gh acreage o f  p alms l e s s  than s ix year s o l d . In 
contrast , S uagi  and Gorab au - wh ich have the h i ghe s t  
acreage s o f  pre-war palms but p o s se s s  r e l a t ively l ow 
acreage s o f  coconut s under s ix year s  - ar e the mo s t  
regu l ar producer s o f  copr a i n  the region . These d i f fer ­
ence s mu s t  be seen l ar gely in terms o f  compet ing demand s 
for the u se o f  avai l ab l e  co conut s :  copr a making , fur ther 
pl ant ing , market tr ade , and daily sub s i st ence need s . 
Indeed ,  the se  demand s on the coconut apply throughout 
the region , but nowhere is the regu l ar it y  of copr a t rade 
more apparent than in the e a s t ern part of  T adhimboko 
We s t . 

A s  in the past , co conut  p l ant ing in T adhimboko operates 
within the cont ext o f  vi l l age sub s i s t ence a gr icul tur e . 
C o conut s �re r arely p l anted on the i r  own , bu t are u sual ly 

1 However ,  r e s o lut ion no . 4  of 1 95 9  of the Guadal canal 
C ounc i l  s t ipul ated tha t  al l adu l t  mal e s  maint a in at 
least f i fty coconut s .  Th i s  requirement is  ind icative o f  
the unreal i s t i c approach t o  the pr ob l ems o f  economic 
deve l opment .t,aken  by member s of the Guadal canal C ouncil  
and is  r emarkab ly s imi l ar t o  a spe c t s  o f  the work pro­
gr amme once  adop t ed by the F i j ian Admini strat i on . 
2 The seed  nut s p l anted s o  far were e ither bought or 
' borr owed ' from coa s t a l  v i l l age s . 



T ab l e  9 . 2  

Age - s t ru ctur e  o f  s e l e ct e d  v i l l ager s ' coc onut palms , 1 9 6 6  

Mamat a  Number o f  coconut t r e e s  a t  e ach age Tot al  
and no. o f  
kema group under v i l l ager ' s  cont rol  tre e s  

N ame V il l age Kema l and Over Tot al  a s  % 
p l anted Under 1 -5 6 - 1 0  11 - 1 5  1 5 - 20 number o f  2 0  with 1 year y ear s year s year s year s o f  v i l l age years coconut s tree s 

Vou z a  Roron i Thongo Thongo 13 6 3 1 0 8 0  530 . . o 0 1 , 05 6  
but o f  a 
s eparate 
mama t a  

Ras o  l e a  Roroni Mal a i t an Thongo 1 90 390  503 103 0 0 1 , 18 6  

D akai Par i s i s i  Thongo P l ant ing 243 800 1 75 1 3 0  0 0 1 , 348 
on 

Gaubata  
and 

Thon�o 
l and 

C akau Ra vu Gaubata  Pl ant ing 6 9 5  0 5 2  0 0 3 5 0  1 , 0 9 7 
on kema 

l a� 
S our ce s : D epartment o f  Agr i cul ture for coconut s 1 0  year s and l e s s ; field  survey for other 
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component s o f  a gar den comp l ex . Thu s co conut deve lop­
ment ha s pr ogre s sed within the  exi st ing framework o f  
s o c ial r e l a t ion s , l and t enur e , l and r e s our ce s , compet ing· 
demand s for l ab our and p l ant ing materia l , and the 
influence of b o th l ocal  and centr al  government . The 
fo l l owing examp l e s  show how s ome of the s e  var i ab l e  have 
interacted ( see  al s o  T ab l e  9 . 2 ) . 

J acob Vou z a ' s l ong service wi th the pre-war Solomons ' 
C on s t abul ary exp l ains the ab sen ce o f  pre -war palms 
under hi s contro l . He had not b een l ong at  Ka l i  
when war broke ou t i n  1 94 2 . I t  wa s not  unt il a 
per�anent s e t t l ement was e s t ab l i shed at  Roroni in 
1 9 5 1  t hat Vou z a  d iverted  s ome of his a t t ent ion t o  
�oconut p l ant ing . H e  obt a ined l o cal ly sel e c� e d  
seed  nut s  from kema member s at Gor abau and obt ained 
u s age r i ght s t o  the karuba on wh i ch the se  e arly 
p l ant ings were made . The karuba front s the Ame r i can­
buil t motor r o ad j o ining Suagi and Gor abau . Thi s 
l ocat ion proved advant ageou s at a t ime when s e a  
t r ansport fr om Gorabau wa s t h e  main l ink with Hon­
iara . With the advent o f  mo t or r o ad tran sport 

' fo l l owing the b ridging o f  the Metepono River in 
1 96 3 , the advant age of  the roads ide s i tuat ion was 
enhance d . Vou z a  was a s s i s t e d  by c l o se kin in 
e s t ab l i shing h i s  co conut s and he u sual ly 0p aid them 
in kind . The s e  payment s gave the ir recipient s s ome 
s at i s fact ion in being a s s o c iated with the enter ­
p r i s e  o f  the b ig -man . Be tween 1 95 3  and 1 9 60 Vouza ' s 
pre -emine�ce in the pol i t ical  l i fe o f  Tadhimb oko , 
and the S o l omon s genera l ly , l imited  h i s  e ffor t s  at 
co conut  p l ant ing . Be ing a member of the Advi sory 
C oun c i l  be tween 1 950 and 1 9 60 , d i s tr ict  headman , 
and pr�s i dent o f  the Nat ive C ou.rt at i t s  incep t i on 
meant ext en s ive t our ing thr oughout his  D i s t r ict  
and the ent ir e  i s l and , and l ong p er i od s  of  ab sence 
fr om Roroni . Dur ing thi s p er io d  he turned h i s  
a t t ent i on t o  trad ing and cut t er -boat operat ion . 
The cut te r -boat fe l l  int o d i srepa ir and the st ore 
u l t imat e ly r an at a l o s s . Al though Vouza st il l 
r e t a in s  the p o s it ion o f  d i str ict  headman , the 
deman d s  o f  o f f i c ial  dut ie s  have s l ackened con­
s iderab l y  s ince 1 9 60 . Wher e a s  Vouza ' s e arly 
p l ant ing s  were made in an  irregular  fashion , wi th 
l i t t le reg ard given to the sp acing of p a lm s  and 
the s e l ect i on of the b e s t  seed nut s  l oc a l ly ava i l ­
ab l e , tho s e  p l anted dur ing the l a s t s ix ye ar s 
exh ib it  a f�i r  degree o f  a t t ent ion t o  the s e  aspect s 
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o f  co conut e s t ab l i shment . At the same t ime kin now 
demand a cash wage for the ir as s i s t ance . Thi s i s  
p ar t i cu l ar l y  s o  when in ter ior vi l l ager s with r e l a­
t iv e ly Iew cash openings are emp l oyed . Vou z a  i s  
the only T adhimboko who se coconut p l ant ing ent er ­
p r i se  at t r acted  a l oan fr om the ·Agr i cu l tural and 
Indu st r i al Loan s  Boar d . 1 He app l ie d  for th i s  l oan 
in 1 96 1  to p l ant another t en acr e s  ( 75 0  tre e s )  under 
co conut s adj o ining h i s  early p l ant ings which were 
then beg inn ing to b ear . Both for e st and gr a s s l and 
wer e  to be p l anted  and it was thou ght that becau se 
a fair amount o f  gras s l and would  be  involve d , the 
l o an shou l d  provide for the mechan i sed  preparat ion 
o f  the l and . ' Al thou gh app l i cat i on s  wer e  normal l y  
cons idered only from per sons r e s ident i n  are a s  
where the Agr i cu l tural Depar tment i s  do ing ext en­
s ion work and wher e  . . .  deve l opment requ ire s en- · 
couragement o ther than by the prov i s ion o f  normal 
extens ion s ervi ce s '  , 2 the agr i cu l tural o fficer , 
C entral D i str ict , cons idered that he wou l d  b e  ab l e  
t o  exer ci s e  s ome degree  o f  contr o l  and sup ervi s ion 
over the proj ect  d e s p i t e  the inadequacy of t r an s ­
p o r t  l inks with Honia ra at that t ime . A ft er exam­
ining Vouz a ' s  l and , he repor t e d  that it  was suit ­
ab l e  for the cro p  but r ecommende d  the u s e  o f  fer ­
t i l i s er . Further point s rai sed  by the agr icul tural 
o ff i c er in suppor t  of  Vouz a ' s  l o an wer e the appl i -

Thi s Boar d  wa s creat ed i n  January 1 955  t o  l end money 
for ' the deve l opmen t , maintenance and impr ovement o f  
l and ; the promot ion and dev e l opment o f  cr aft and indu s ­
t r i e s ; the promot ion o f  any s cheme o f  such o ther natur e 
as  may fr om t ime t o  t ime b e  approved by the High C ommi s ­
s i oner ' ( S e ct ion 1 5 ( 1 ) , Agr icu l tur al and Iridu s tr ial Loan s  
Ord inance ( BS IP 1 9 6lb : 8 2 9 ». Dur ing i t s  fir s t  t en year s 
the Boar d l ent $ 5 9 1 , 35 2  o f  which $ 14 , 68 8 , or 2 . 5  p er cent, 
wa s spe c i f i cal ly f or coconut deve l opment and thi s  can be  
t aken a s  spec i f ical ly for Mel ane s i ans . The B oard seems 
t o  have emphas i s e d  general impr ovement s to lar ge expat­
r iat e - owned p l antat i on s  ( 3 1 . 7  p er cen t )  and  l oan s  for 
non-Me l ane s i an commercial and indu s t r ial deve l opment 
( 28 . 2  per cent ) ( BS IP Agr i cul tural and Indu s t r ia l  L oan s 
Boar d , Annual Report f or 1 96 5·� 1 9 6 6 : 3 ) . 
2 Th i s  extr act i s  par t  o f  a gener al p o l i cy s t at ement 
i s sued by the B oar d in February 1 9 6 2 , ind ic at ing the con­
d i t ion s under whi ch l oan s for coconut and cocoa devel op ­
ment woul d  be  made . 
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c ant ' s r e cep t ivene s s  t o  advice  and the demon str ation 
value o f  the farm when e s t abl i shed . An app l icat ion 
for $ 600 1 wa s there fore submit t ed to  the Agricul tu r al 
and Indu s t r ia l  Lo ans  Board with the �uppor t of . the 
D i s tr i c t  C ommi s s i oner , C ent r a l  S o l omons , 2 and the 
D i s t r i ct agr icul tural o f f i cer . The l o an wa s approved, 
but the Boar d  con s idered that Vou z a , be ing a man o f  
sub s t ance , 3 shou ld  f inan ce p ar t  o f  t he s cheme h im­
s e l f , and the amount was accord ingly redu ce d  to $500 . 
Largely b e cau se it wa s t o  be a me chani sed  enterpr i se, 
the l oan wa s paid  in a lump sum . 4 In  D e cember 1 9 6 2  
Agr icul ture Depar tment o f fic ial s noted that Vou z a  
had been prompt with the rep ayment o f  hi s loan but 
that l i tt l e  new co conut p l ant ing had b een made . 

Raso l e a  i s  a Mal a i t an who had wor ked a s  a ' bo s s  boy ' 
for nearly ten y ear s at R . C . Syme s ' D oma e s t at e . 
Whi l e  working ther e h i s  family l ived in Ror oni and 
he v i s i t ed them when opportun ity a l l owed . Thi s  
arr angement was made  p o s s ib l e  b y  the l ink h i s  father­
in- l aw h ad with Vou z a  who gr anted  Ra s o l e a  ful l 
u su fructuar y  r i ght s t o  the l and at Ror oni . H i s  
f ir s t  p l ant ing s  wer e  made dur ing the se vi s it s , 
b e fore  he l e ft Doma t o  l ive permanent ly in Ror oni 
in 1 95 9 . In the se early p l ant ing s Rasolea  bou ght 
the nece s sary seed nut s from Gorab au vi l l ager s at 
the r a t e  of . twe lve nut s  for 10� . For l and c l e ar ing , 
l oc a l  l abour wa s hir e d  on an irr egu l ar c a sh-and-
kind p ayment b a.§ i s . Raso  l e a  pl anted the sprout ing 
seed nut s himse l f .  The p at t ern o f  the se  e�r ly p l ant ­
ings shows the influence o f  the owner ' s  exper ience a s  
a p l an t at ion worker . Al though t he coc onut palms ar e 
spaced irregu l ar l y  - 20 feet t o  30  feet  ap ar t in many 

The $ 600 wa s d ivided as fol l ows : ini t ia l  c l ear ing , l in ing 
and st aking (me chan i s ed ) , ·$ 300 ; p l ant ing mater i al and nur ­
sery , $ 1 50 ; maintenance , $ 1 00 ; other co s t s ,  $ 5 0 . 
2 The Boar d  r e l ie d  on the D i str i ct admin i s trat i on t o  fur ­
nish conf ident ial  r ep or t s  deal ing with such mat t er s  a s  
the cred i t  r at ing , l and r ight s ,  and inco�e o f  a l l  app l i ­
cant s .  
3 The D i s t r i ct C ommi s s ioner , Cent r a l  S o l omon s , st ated ;that 
Vouza  r e c e ived $ 240 per annum a s  headman sal ary and estimated 
that hi s s t or e  made a net pro f it o f  abbut $ 400 in 1 96 1 . 
4 The L oans Board u sual ly p ay s  coconut l oan s in in s t a l ­
ment s whi ch are  dependent o n  the progre s s  o f  the appl icant . 
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p l a c e s  - they form de finite  rows ( see  P l a t e  9 . 1 ) . 
T oday Ras o l ea u s e s many o f  h i s  r ip e  coconut s t o  
p l ant u p  further are a s , b u t  he no l onger hir e s  
l abour f or th i s  purpo se . Hi s c'oconuts  p l ant e d  
s ince 1 9 64 have b en e f i t ed from the adv ice o f  the 
r e s i dent coconut as s i st ant , b o th in spac ing , u s ing 
a 2 7 - fo o t  t r i angl e , 1 and in s e l e ct ing the b e s t  
l ocal  s e e d  nu t s  to  p l ant . 

D akai o f  Par i s i s i  i s  a member o f  the mamat a  o f  Kema 
n i  Thongo whi ch are wid e l y  cons idered to own th_e __ _ 

l and at  Roroni , Gorab au and Suagi . He was a r e s i ­
dent o f  Vol onavua be for e and a fter  the war . D akai 
owns no pre -war coc onut s but s ome o f  tho s e  p l ant ed 
whi l e  he was r e s i den t  at Vol onavua and Maru i when 
the former was destroyed in 1 95 2  are now b ear ing . 
Many o f  the r ipe  nut s  from b e ar ing , p o s t -war grove s 
are u sed t o  ext end new p l ant ings ar ound Par i s i s i  
whi ch i s  Kema n i  Gaubata  l and , o f  wh ich h i s  deceased  
wi fe was a memb er , but  o f  a d i f ferent mamata . Be fo re 
and a f t er the war D akai was o c c a s iona l l y  emp l oyed 
on the p l antat ions of north Guadal canal . H i s  
e ar l ie s t  co conut p l ant ings a r e  fair ly regul ar i n  
spacing and l ining . They have n o t  been pr oper ly 
maint a ined and in p l ace s wee d· growth has  ef fec-
t ive ly r e t ar ded deve l opment . They ar e  on Kema ni  
Thimb o and Kema n i  Thongo l and north o f  Komuvaolu . 
H i s  l a t e s t p l ant ing s ,  on Kema n i  Gaubata  l and , 
have b ene f i ted from the pract ical  tu i t i on g iven by 
the co conut a s s i s t ant to D akai ' s son in the 
s e l e ct i on o f  the b e s t  seed  nuts , 2 nur s ery p r epar -

Thi s  i s  the spacing re commended by the D ep artment o f  
Agr i cul tur e . Experiment s condu cted by LPPL and Government 
in the Ru s se l l  I s l and s show tha t i t  i s  mo st  favourab l e  t o  
e ar ly f l ower ing o f  p alms . O ther spacings be ing exper i ­
ment ed with ar e 2 1 . 5  f e e t  and 2 4  f e e t  ( BS IP D epartment o f  
Agr i cul tur e and LPPL 1 9 6 6 : 2 2 -3) . 
2 In 1 9 60 LPPL set  a s ide a fi fty -acr e  b l ock of  Feder ated 
Mal ay S ta t e s  ( FMS ) p a lms on thei r  L ingatu e s t at e for the 
purpo s e  o f  seed nut product i on . In the same ye ar the 
Government l odged an app l ic at i on to  the Se cret ary o f  
S t a t e  for the C o l on ie s for the u se o f  $ 1 2 , 000 from J ap an­
e se A s set s t o  sub s id i se the co s t  ( up to 5 0  per cent ) o f  
the se  s ee d  nut s  wh ich it  wa s hoped woul d  b e  s o l d  b y  LPPL 
for b etween B e  and lOc each . The app l i cat i on wa s not 



a t i on ,  s i ze of  p l ant ing ho l e s , 1 l ining and sp acing . 
D akai ' s two - t o  five -ye ar - o l d  palms have a l s o  bezn 
r egul ar ly sprayed agains t  p o s sib l e  insect damage 
by the coconut a s s i s t ant at no co s t . The b ear ing , 
p o s t -war gr ove on Kema n i  G aubata  l and south o f  
P ar i s i s i  i s  wel l  mainta ine d , perhap s becau s e  o f  it s 
nearne s s  t o  Par i s i s i  and D akai ' s int ent i on t o  fence 
the grove . The s catt ered di s tr ibut i on of Daka i ' s 
grove s r e fl e ct s the shi f t �ng natur e o f  h i s  p l a ce 
o f  r e s idence s ince 1 945 , the dfstribu t i on o f  hi s 
l and - owner ship and l and-u s age r ight s in t he Met e ­
pono area , and the avai l ab i l ity o f  what i s  l o ca l l y  
con s i dered a s  g o o d  coconut l and . Bu t i f  h e  suc­
ce s s fu l ly encl o ses  his bearing grove south of  
P ar i s i s i ,  the pat t ern o f  l and al ienat ion in  the 
ar e a  wi l l  r e s t r ic t  him to a very smal l and ins ig­
n i fi cant port ion of  the gr as s l and we st  o f  the Met e ­
p ono River . 
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C akau was the f ir st  T adhimb oko to  vacate h i s  coa s t al 
v il l age (Maki l e )  in f avour o f  the Na l iinb iu ar e a  when 
he moved to Ravu in 1 954 . C akau , a Kema ni Gaub at a , 
c l aims that the l and at  Ravu b e l ong s to  h i s  mamat a .  
However , o ther adu l t s  and e l de r s  in the l ocal ity 
s ay that R avu b e l ongs  t o  a separate  mamat a  of  Kema 
ni Gaub at a  who s e  memb er s are s t i l l  ado l e s cent s and 
the r e fore t oo young to exert their owner ship cl aims . 
C akau ' s younge st  coconut s were p l anted by two 
Mal aitan fami l ie s  he brought t o  Ravu in mid- 1 9 65 . 
Mamat a coconut s under his  control  at Makile  were  
inher i t ed from his father , al so  a Kema ni  Gaub a t a  
b u t  o f  a d i f ferent mama t a . The s e  mamat a p alms pro­
vide  his  seed  nut s . C akau has had var ie d  exper i ence 
in wage emp l oyment in many p ar t s  of  the C entr a l  

.z, { ,c,ont, 1 d) · 
appr oved and the farmer s ,  e sp e c i a l l y  the Me l ane s i ans who 
need  some a s s i s t ance in order to u s e  the be s t  seed nut s 
ava i l ab l e , today p ay 1 0� per FMS seed nut . However the 
Government is r e spon s ib l e  for di stribut ing the s e  nut s , 
1 Experiment s  at  Ru s s e l l  I s l ands  show t�at ho l e s  for 
p l ant ing co conut s should  be  2 feet by 2 fee t  by , 2  fee t . 
2 P ar t i cu l arly Bront i spa � ·  whi ch e a t s  into the l e aves 
of young p alms . E arly  nut fal l due to  Amb l yp e l t a  
cocophaga was never seriou s  in T adhimboko whe r e  protec­
t ion was  pr ovided b y  two ant specie s ,  Anop l oJ ep i s  and 
Oecophy l l a  ( Br own 1 9 5 7 : 2 ) .  
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S o l omon s . H e  repre sented T adhimboko We s t  i n  the 
Guadal c anal  Counci l in 1 95 9 - 60 and superv i s e� the 
construc t ion of f oot  br i dge s and road c l e aring . As 
a r e su l t  of hi s involvement in the s e  act ivit ie s ,  
only a r e l at ive ly smal l  number o f  h i s  p o s t -war 
p alms are approaching produc t i on . C akau i s  a 
T adhimboko ' l and l or d ' who s e  recent coc onut pl ant ­
ing progre s s  i s  the result  o f  hi s exp l o i t at i on o f  
Mal a it an l ab our . In r e turn for l and-usage right s 
ext ended t o  them , the Mal ait an fam i l i e s  at Ravu 
have , s ince 1 96 5 , been required by C akau to carry 
seed  nut s  from Mak i l e  t o  Ravu , c l e ar l and for the ir 
p l ant ing , and maint ain them . Moreover , C akau can , 
and d oe s ,  harve st  food crop s from the Mal a i t an s ' 
garden s , whe ther for sub s i s t ence u s e  or f or s a l e  
in Honiar a  market . Almos t  a l l the l and  at Ravu 
has b een p l anted under coconut s .  Only here  in the 
Nal imb iu are a  do  the younge s t  coconut s a l s o  o ccupy 
the l owe st  t err aces  whi ch are only f our feet  above 
the l evel  o f  the Nal imb iu when that r iver i s  not  in 
fl ood . Thu s C akau ' s young e s t  coconut s are the mo s t  
su s cep t ib l e  t o  damage b y  minor f l oo d s . Further 
coconut p l ant ing will  depend l argely on his acqu i s ­
it ion o f  l and-u sage r ight s e l sewhere ,  but thi s wil l 
not b e  e a sy s ince C akau i s  wide ly r eg ar ded a s  a 
' l and - gr abber ' and he ha s openly dec l ared  h i s  
opp o s i t ion t o  the Gaub a t a  D eve l opment S o c iety whi ch 
near ly al l the T adhimboko support . 

S ome imp l icat i on s  

Prol onged ab s ence from the v i l l a ge p ar t ly exp l a in s  the 
l a ck of pre-war p a lm s  p l anted  by s ome T adhimboko . Engage ­
ment in l oc al and Pro t e ct or at e -wi de p o l i t ic al ac t iv ity 
.in the p o s t -war year s a l s o  s eems t o  r e s u l t  in a smal l  num­
ber o f  be&r in g  p o s t -war p alms under the control  o f  cert ain 
v i l l ager s . In  cont r a s t , l ong , c ont inued r e s idence in the 
region s eems an e s sent ia l  a spect  of progre s s  in p o s t -war 
coconut  p l ant ing . 

Exper ien ce o f  p l an t at i on work has  had a v i s ib l e  e ffect  
on v i l l ager s ' coconut p l ant ings which o f t en d i s p l ay an 
attemp t at  l ining the new palms , al though interva l s  b e ­
tween palms a r e  fair ly irregul ar . Pr oper spacing . o f  p alms 
is onl y  a p o s t - 1 9 6 3  pr act i ce , f or wh ich many young T adhim­
b oko men have received valuab l e  pract i cal tuit ion fr om 
the re s ident coc onut as s i s t ant . Al though p lant ing mat e r ­
i a l  i s  ava i l abl e l oc a l l y  and i n  quant i ty , seed  nut s e l e c­
t ion and nur s e ry preparat ion are st il l rudiment ary . 
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D ir e ct cash a s s i st ance by the Government ha s been 
ext ended t o  only one indiv idual , J acob Vouz a . Thi s help 
was provided l argely  becau s e  of h is community st and ing , 
h i s  p o s it ion in and re lat ionship with the Government ,  
the backing he r e c e ived from the Depar tment o f  Agr i cu l tur e 
wh ich hope d  t o  u s e  the a s s i sted  c o conut farm a s  a model 
and demon s trat i o� unit in the region , and the expect at i on 
that s ome degree o f  me chan i sat ion woul d  be invo lved . 

P o s t -war coconut p l ant ing in T adhimboko i s  a p art  o f  
vi l l age agr i cu l tur e , and no  s o i l  s e l ect i on a s  such i s  
undert aken . The fami ly i s  the b a s i c  unit  o f  oper a t i on , 
and out s i de l abour i s  ut i l i sed on a r e cipr o c a l  b a s i s . 
However , thi s doe s not  exclude t he u se o f  hired l ab our on 
a c a sh b a s i s  for sp e c i f i c  t asks . Fur the r , co conut p l ant ­
ing oper at e s  wi thin the fr amewor k o f  l and-u sage r i ght $ ,  
wh i ch are e i ther pre-exi s t ing or acqu ired p r i or t o  the 
e s t ab l i shment of g arden s . A l l  the se cond i t ions r e su l t  in 
the l o cat ion of a v i l l ager ' s c oconut  gr ove s in a numb�r 
o f  d i f ferent ar e a s ; in cert ain ins t ance s ,  change s in 
p l ace s of re s idence sinc e the war accentua�e  the wi de 
d i sper sal  of an ind ividual ' s coconut grove s . 

L and al ienat i on has r e s t r icted  the e ndeavour s �f many 
T adh imboko co conut  p l anter s , part i cu l arly in the Nal imb iu ­
Met ep ono area . Among the Tadhimboko who have emp l oyed 
fr ee  Mal a i t an l abour the s i tu a t ion is seriou s . Mu ch o f  
the ar e a  under the ir author i ty - and l o c a l ly cons idered 
su i t ab l e  for coconut s - ha s b e en p l anted or wi l l , at the 
pre s ent  r at e , be comp l et.el y  p l ant ed  under c oconut s by 
1 9 75 . 

Coc onut  mainten ance 

T adhimb oko co conut s ar e ,  on the who l e , poorly ma in­
t aine d . Thi s appl i e s  t o  b o th new p l ant ing s and pre-war 
mamat a  gr ove s , but e sp e c i al ly the former . The exp l an­
at i on l ie s  mainly in the <l i f ferent demand s made on the 
T adhimboko ' s t ime , and the fact that coconut p l ant ing 
st i l l  oper ate s wi thin the con f ine s of vi l l age agr icul ­
tur e and it s support ing t enur i al pract ic e s  and bu sh fal ­
l ow sy s t em .  The pract i ce o f  abandoning o l d  gardens aft er 
the final c r op i s  harve s t e d  s t i l l  per s i s t s al though coco­
nut s have b een pl anted . In e f fect  the bu sh cy c l e  is  
al l owed t o  run it s init ial s t age s unt il t ime permi t s  
c l e ar ing . Thi s  app l i e s  e specially  t o  palms aged one t o  
s ix year s where the grove s have been cl e ar ed only once 
or no t at a l l  s ince p l ant ing . Thi s negl ect  retards  the 
gr owth o f  the p alms . 
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W i th b e ar ing p alms some , u sually  sma l l , grove s are 
c l e ared only when coconut s are p icked for c opra making . 
The obvious cons equence s o f  l ack of  maint en ance o f  b e ar ing 
p alms , p ar t i cu l arly on mamat a grove s , are that not  al l the 
r ip e  coconut s ar e  picked , the potent i a l  c opra  product ion 
is not real i sed , and the e s t ab l i shment o f  s e l f - s own seeds  
is  encouraged . Over crowde d  gr ove s re su l t . Agr icu l tural  
ext ens ion worker s have tr ied with l i t t l e  succe s s  to  per ­
suade the T adhimboko t o  thin-out  over cr owde d  mamat a groves 
t o  a den s i ty o f  ab out 70  t o  80 palms per acre . I However , 
unl e s s  pract ical demons t r a t i on shows that thinning- ou t  
wi l l  apprec i ably increase  the volume o f  c opra  pro duced ,  
and unl e s s  the c a sh return i s  at tract ive in r e l at ion t o  
the e f for t invo lved , mamat a  grove s ar e l ikely t o  r emain 
overcrowded . Another d i f fi culty  is that mamat a grove s 
have p o t ent i al owner s other than the pre s ent hol der s 
who s e  inter e s t s have t o  b e  con s idered b e fore the l at t er 
c ommit themselve s t o  a thinn ing-out  pro gr amme . A sub s idy 
may prove e ffect ive in th i s  regard al though Government 
con s ider s that a comprehens ive  sub s idy s cheme , s imi l ar t o  
that operated  i n  F ij i ,  i s  unne ce s sary for the S o l omon 
I s l and s . Thi s  view i s  b as e d  on the r e sul t s o f  surveys 
a s cert ain ing the t o t a l  area o f  l and p l anted under coco­
nut s .  A s amp l e  survey o f  Aro s i  sub - d i s tr ict , S an t a  C ru z , 
nor thwe s t , northeast  and s outh Mal ait a ,  Kol ombangar a and 
Ganongga revealed  that o f  1 0 , 945 a cre s p l anted  under coco­
nut s  6 , 235  acre s ,  or 5 6 . 9  p er c e nt , were  not  yet in b e ar ­
ing . 2 I t  seems that the Me l ane s ian ' s real i s at i on o f  the 
cash-earning p ower of  the coconut i s  su ff icien t ly stron g  
t o  ensure fur ther coconu t p l ant ing without a sub s idy 
s cheme , but such int erest  wi l l  not nece s sar i ly ensure 
proper maint enance . It i s  in thi s f i e l d  and in the 
thinning- out  o f  t he o l d  grov e s  that s ome direct  c a sh 
incent ive such a s  a sub s idy i s  needed . 3 

This ha s oc curred in p ar t s  o f  V i s al e  due , according t o  
the D i str ict ' s admin i s t r at ion and the Depar tment o f  Agr i ­
cu l ture , t o  the in fluence o f  Michae l Rap a s i a , Leg i s la t ive 
C oun c i l  memb er for Guadal canal from 1 96 1  to 1 9 6 6 , pre s i ­
dent o f  the Guadal c anal C oun c i l  from 1 9 6 1  t o  1 968 , and 
re s ident o f  V i s al e . Perhap s the e ar ly rehab i l it at i on o f  
Ame r i c an -made r o ad s  i n  the area al s o  had s ome in fluence . 
2 BS IP D ep artment o f  Agr i cu l t ur e , Annual Report for 1 9 65  
( 1 9 66 : 1 5 ) . 
3 T oward s  the end o f  1 9 6 7  the Government announced that 
as from 1 January 1 9 68 , it  wou l d  pay coconut  p l anters  a 



The volume and qual ity o f  
copr a produced 

1 7 9  

Total  copra product ion in Tadhimboko dur ing 1 9 6 6  was 
e s t imated at about 1 64 t ons , 1 or appr ox imat e ly 5 per c ent 
o f  the Mel ane s i an-produced c opra  on Guadal canal du r ing 
1 9 6 5 .  

The average y ie ld per acr e  o f  b e ar ing p a lms i s  about 
4 . 6  cwt per annum whi ch i s  s l ight ly l ower than y i e lds  
ob t ained on  p l ant at ions on  the Guada l c anal Plain s . 2 The 
mo s t  import ant r e a s ons for th i s  l ower leve l of pr oduct iv ­
i ty a r e  t he p a s t  u s e  o f  l ow-qual ity and uns el e ct ed seed 
nut s , 3 poor ma intenance o f  b e ar ing grove s ,  and the fact 4 
that not al l ava i l ab l e  nut s ar e b e ing turned i n t o  copr a . 

3 ( cont ' d ) 
sub s idy of up to $ 50 per acre for seed nut s ,  in sect icide 
and fert il i s er for the r ep l ant ing of  10 , 000 acr e s  o f  
seni l e  coconut s in the S o l omons over the fol l owing f ive 
y e ar s . To  qual i fy for the sub s idy , s enile p a lms had t o  
con form t o  the approved spacing  ( BS IP News Sheet , no . 2 1 
o f  1 96 7 , p . 3 ) . The Member  f or Honi ar a  thought that thi s 
sub s idy wou l d  ' he lp  the b i g  p l ant at ions more than the 
sma l l  farmer ' ( BS IP News Sheet , no . 23 of 1 9 6 7 , p . 4 ) . 

1 F o l l owing a survey o f  the coconut -pr oduc ing vil l age s o f  
north Guadal canal in 1 95 7 , the Department o f  Agr i cu l t ure 
e s t imat e d  that the area b etween S uagi and Maki l e  was 
potent ial ly capab l e  of produc ing 145 t ons of cop r a  per 
annum .  S ince that survey was undert aken , ab out 1 90 acre s 
o f  coconut s have come into b ear ing and shou l d  a d d  at 
l ea s t  40 t on s  o f  copra  t o  t he r eg i on ' s  p ot ent ial annual  
product ion ( excluding the amount consumed for  sub s i s t ence 
and nut s  s o l d  in Honiara market ) .  But my e st imat e i s  
b a sed  o n  r e cords o f  s a l e s  and the de struct ive influence 
of t he floods dur ing November 1 966  so futur e produ c t i on 
cou l d  b e  even higher . 

2 Comp ar at ive figure s  for Ber ande and Lunga during 1 96 3  
wer e  6 . 00 cwt and 5 . 64 cwt re spect iv e ly . 
3 I e st imate that appr oximately 7 , 000 v i l l age-grove coco­
nut s  wi l l  produce one ton of c opra comp ared wi th 4 , 500 
FMS nut s  ex-L ingatu . 
4 At the cons ervat ive r a t e  o f  thr ee co conut s per p er s on 
per week , the Tadhimb oko con sume the equival ent o f  at 
l e a s t  20 t ons  of copra in coconut s per annum . Dur ing 
the Hon i ar a  market survey , su f f icient dry coconut s were 
s o l d  by the Tadhimboko t o  make at least 1 0  t on s  of copr a . 
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P l ate  9 . 1 .  A newly cl e ared coconut grove shows a t t empt s  
at orderly p l ant ing 

P l at e  9 . 2 .  Masonite boar d s  and war - t ime c oncre t e  
p l at forms s erve a u se fu l  ro l e  in t h e  v i l l age 
copra indu stry 
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At l e a s t  5 0  p e r  cent o f  t he t o t a l  Tadhimb oko copra t on­
nage in 1 9 66  was contr ibu t e d  by Suagi and Gorabau vil l a ger s 
who have 47 per cent of t he t o t a l  acreage o f  palms more  
than s ix year s o l d . Mo r e over , th ey have e s t ab l i she d a 
regu l ar copra-purchas ing ar r angement wi th the l ocal Chine s e  
t r ader , H i ng Mar , who buys copra on the s pot once a week 
and pr ov ide s in cent ive good s . l  Al though v i l l ager s  we s t  
o f  t he Me t ep ono R iver a l s o  p o s s e s s  s i z eab l e  ar e a s  o f  b ear ­
ing palms , copra making s eems to comp e t e  for the ir t ime 
and r e sour ce s with the demand s o f  fur ther p l ant ing and 
food stu f f  s a l e s in H on i ara .  The l at t er act iv i ty i s  o f  
minor imp o r t ance in Suagi and Gor ab au . 

Mos t  c opr a p r oduced by the T adhimboko t oday i s  e i ther 
se cond or third grade . 2  Thi s  indicat e s  t he pr eval ence o f  
sun-dry ing and smoke -drying t e chn iq ue s ( s ee P l a t e  9 . 2 ) 
which do not ensur e  uni form or adequat e drying , but 
encourage t he format ion and ac cumu l a t i on o f  ' de fe c t ive 
mat t er ' . 3  However , sun-dry ing of c opra i s  e f for t l e s s  and 
is en couraged by the gener al ly dry condit ions of the 
region , al though a smoke -dr ier can be quickly con structed 
u s ing bu sh t imber . Thu s l ow-qua lity c opra i s  s t i l l  wid e ly 
produced s ince it  invo lve s minimal cap ital  inve stment . 

The volume o f  T adhimb oko-produced f ir s t -grade c opr a i s  
rel at ively smal l  becau s e  very few T adhimboko own hot - a ir 
or Kukum drier s ( see P l at e  9 . 3 ) . 4 Even s o , p o s s e s s i on o f  
a Kukum dr ier doe s not guarant e e  that the u ser wi l l  turn 
out high-qua l i ty copra , for s omet ime s the fire is neg l e ct ed 
or there  i s  a de l ay in commenc ing the f ire a ft er the green 
c opra i s  p l aced in the dr i er . 

1 Hi' ng Mar al so  l '  t '  d t · 1 1 supp i e s  c onsump ion goo s o vi  ager s 
who ope rat e s t or e s .  
2 C opra for exp or t  mu st  cont ain l e s s  than 6 . 5  p e r  cent 
mo i stur e . C o l our , cl eanl ine s s , condit ion and sme l l  
det ermine gr ading , whi ch i s  done o n  a po int s bas i s : 
S ol omons ' fir s t  grade , 1 0 0  p o int s ; S o l omon s ' se cond grade,, 
70 p o int s ;  S ol omon s ' th ird grade , 30 point s . Dur ing 1 9 60 
mo i s ture me t e r s  and t int ome t er s  were in s t al l ed in the 
thre e  main p or t s t o  he lp  s t andar d i s e  gr ad in g . On ly 5 0  per 
cent of t he 1 9 66  produ c t i on ( 20 , 344 t on s )  was f i r s t  grade . 
3 The C opr a Ordinance ( BS IP 1 96 lb : 8 1 5 )  de fine s ' de fe c t ive 
mat t er ' as ' copra whi ch . . .  is . . .  mou l dy , ins ect damaged , 
burnt , immatur e , produ ced fr om a germinated  nut , r o t t en 
or decomp o sed or gr een c opra ' .  
4 There wer e  twe lve in 1 966 , or one Kukum dr i er to  ab ou t 
100 per s on s . 
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P l a t e  9 . 3 .  A typ ical  hot - air dr ier 

The T adhimboko who own Kukum dr i er s  a l so own or control  
s i z e ab l e  areas of  b e ar ing p alms . I' The  l arge f inanc ial  
out l ay involved in the  construct i on o f  s uch a dr ier make s 
i t  worthwhi l e  only t o  l ar ge producer s o f  c opra . 2 Owner­
ship o f  a Kukum dr ier is st i l l  given a l ow pr i or ity by 
mo s t  Tadhimboko in the ir a l l o ca t i on of c a sh r e s our ce s . 

The or gan i s at ion o f  copra making 
C op r a  making in T adh imboko i s  pr imar i ly done by the 

nuc l e ar family . 3 Unl ike sub s i stence  garden work , i t  i s  
not u sua l ly a s s oc i at ed wi th pot ent ial ly r e c ipro c a t ed 
1 The conver se , that tho s e  who own l ar ge are a s  o f  be ar ing 
p alms al s o  own Kukum dr ier s , doe s not app ly . 
2 A Kukum dr i er co s t s  approximate ly $ 60 .  Dur ing 1 9 66 
H ing Mar bought copra at  an average p r i ce of 3 . 84 c  p er lb . 
On thi s b a s i s  a copr a producer needed to  make 9 . 5  bags o f  
copra e a ch wei ghing 1 65 l b  b e for e  h e  c ou l d  buy a Kukum 
dr ier . I f  the copra was s o l d  t o  the C opr a Board , and 
without deduct ing fr e i ght co st s o f  50c  per b ag , a produ cer 
needed 6 . 7  bags of c opra to be abl e  to pur cha s e  one Kukum 
dr ier , a s suming that the c opra  was third grade , for wh i ch 
the ave r age price  dur ing 1 9 66 was 5 . 5 c  per lb . 
3 Women who produce  copra in their own 'r i ght ar e midd l e ­
aged widows who have b een al l ocated  mamat a grov e s  by 
mamat a  e l der s . 
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l ab our fr om c l o se or d i s t ant kin . I f  l ab our out s id e  the 
nuc l e ar family is u s ed , as by hol der s or a l ar ge numb er 
of  gr ove s , it is n early alway s r ewarded in cash . Two 
sy st ems o f  remuner at i on exi s t . In the fir st , a l ab ourer 
i s  engaged on a t empor ary contractual ba s i s  and r e c e ive s 
from 50�  t o  $ 1  for every bag o f  dry c opra he pro duc e s . 
He i s norma l ly a l l ot t ed a spe c i f i c  numb er o f  grove s fr om 
whi ch t o  gather nut s  and th i s l im i t s his p o t ent ial  income . 
Thi s method o f  l ab our reward i s  a dir ect  adaptat i on to  
the  v i l l age cop r a  indu s try of  the  ' p i e ce r ate ' sy s t em 
operat ing on expat r ia t e  copr a  e s t at e s . But , s igni fi cant l y , 
it exclude s such higher product ivity incent ive s a s  the 
b onu s , whi ch m ay be inappropr i at e  in the vi l l age s e t t ing . 
Thi s  i s  b ecau s e  vi l l age gr ove s are smal l er than e s t a t e s  
and the ir l abour turnover i s  usual ly much higher f o r  the 
woul d -be l abour er in the vil l age ha s other commitment s .  
In the s econd sy stem ,  a l abourer may be emp l oyed t o  per ­
form var ious j ob s , o f  which copr a making i s  only one , for 
a part i cu l ar per iod  and wage . Mo st  l ab ourer s engaged on 
thi s b as i s  e arn  an aver age monthly wage o f  $8 to $ 1 2 . 

Al thou gh v i l l age c opra  produ cer s oper at e individu a l l y , 
there i s  s ome co-operat i on among some o f  them . Marr ied 
adu l t  sons , p art i cu l arly  tho se  who have inher i t ed only 
a sma l l  p a t ch o f  coconut s ,  make c opr a from their father s ' 
gr ove s under the d irect ion of the l at t er who have the 
maj or s ay in the exp end i tur e of the income thus e arned . 
By co-op er at ing with the ir f ather s and accept ing a non­
owner ship r o l e  in r egard to  t he coconut s worked , s on s  
max im i s e  the ir chan c e s  o f  inherit ing a l ar ge shar e  o f  
the ir p ar ent s ' coconut s ,  b e  they i n  mamat a  gr ove s or 
otherwi s e . 

The nature  o f  r i ght s to  mamat a  coconut s f ac i l i t at e s  
the u se o f  thi s r e sour ce b y  memb er s  o f  the mamat a other 
than the pre sent hol der . Tradit ional ly  mamat a coconut s 
ar e he l d  by the male member o f  the mamat a o s e s t  
geneal ogical ly t o  the orig inal p l ant er . The pre sent 
hol der of a mamat a gr ove is i t s re c ogni sed ' ove r l or d ' ,  
but hi s u s age r i ght s do not comp l etely  exclude tho s e  o f  
other member s o f  h i s  mamat a . 1 C on sequent ly other mamat a 
1 In many cas e s  increas ing c a sh con s c iou sne s s , and a gr eat 
awarene s s  o f  the c a sh value of coconut s ,  have t ended t o  
blur the p o t ent ial  r ight s o f  o ther member s o f  the mamat a 
t o  the group ' s co conut s and a corr e sponding incr e a s e  in 
the t endency t owar d s  excl u s ive owner ship of the coconut s 
by t he pre s e nt hol der s ;  hence the prevalence  o f  p atr i ­
l ineal inher it ance o f  coconut s .  
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member s not in control  o f  mamat a coconut s ,  or who se p l an t ­
i n g s  are not b ear ing , c a n  and do  make c o p r a  from mamat a 
grove s or  a sect i on al l ocat ed t o  them by the pre sent ho lder . 

A con sp i cu ou s  aspect o f  coconut grove s in T adh imboko 
today i s  the fragmentat i on o f  b l o cks  held  by a s ingl e man 
or mamat a ,  and the sma l l  s i ze o f  mo s t  ind ividual  grove s .  
A s  a r e sul t , coconut s are u sual ly cut in the gr ove s and 
the kern e l  i s  r emoved there ; who l e  nut s for copra-making 
are r ar e l y  carr ied to  the vi l l age or  a central  dry ing 
pl ace . 1 The pract ice o f  hu s king the coconut be fore the 
kernel i s  r emove d  fr om the she l l  i s  never fo l l owed . I f  
a v i l l a ger ' s  grove s ar e d i sper s ed , copr a making b ecome s 
tediou s  and t ime c onsuming . Thi s  s e em s  t o  be  one reason 
for  the sma l l  amount of  copra r egu l ar ly o f fered for sale  
by mo s t  v i l l age pr o ducer s . Obviou s ly only one grove c an 
b e  wor ke d  at  one t ime , par t i cu l ar ly wher e only  family  
l abour is  ava i l ab l e . When the gr ov e s  are  f ar from the 
owner ' s v i l l age , c opr a making ent ai l s  t empor ary r e s idence 
in a d i fferent v il l age . 

C opra market ing an d  copra 
income s 

Al l S ol omons ' copra o f fered for export i s  marke t ed 
thr ough the Copra Board or l i censed exp or t e r s  and i s  
shipped from the three  main p or t s  at  whi ch the Board has 
e s t ab l i shed buying agent s . 2 The fragment ed nature  of the 
S ol omons inf luence s  the s igni ficant r o l e  sea t r an sp or t  
ha s p l ayed  i n  the int ernal market ing  o f  copra t o  the s e  
port s .  I n  Tadh imboko sea  t r an s port d ominat e d  copr a 
marke t ing unt il  r e ce nt ly . When internal p o l i t ical  con­
d i t ions s t ab i l i sed in the e arly 1 95 0 s , Chinese  t r ader s 

There  are two except i on s . Fir s t ly , wher e v il l age s t or e ­
owner s accept coconu t s  i n  l ieu o f  c a s h  ( twe lve coconu t s  
for 1 0� )  t o  p ay for good s ' b ought ' , the c oconut s are 
car r ie d  to the v i l l age . U sual ly there ar e not more than 
twenty- four coconu t s  p e r  t r ans act i on . S e condly , some 
v i l l ager s who s e  grove s are near the main r oad o ft en arr ange 
wi th Hing Mar to t ran spor t the ir coconu t s  to the vi l l age 
on the under s t and ing that the copr a pr oduced wil l b e  s o l d  
to  him . 
2 Honiar a , Yandina and G i z o  are the three  buy ing centr e s , 
in wh i ch the r e spe ct ive C opr a Boar d agent s are the Port s 
Author ity , LPPL and the BS IP  Trading C orporation . They 
r e ce ive a commi s s ion o f  ab out $ 6  p er ton of c opr a hand l ed . 
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and cut t er -boat owner s  operat ing fr om Hon i ar a  commenced 
buy ing copra from v i l lage producer s on the north coa s t  o f  
Guadal c anal . S ome T adh imboko producer s shipped the ir 
copr a dir e ct to Honiara for an aver age fr e i ght char ge o f  
$ 1  per b ag o f  copr a over a d i s t ance o f  approx imat ely  
twen ty mi l e s  or 65 � per  t on mi l e . Mo s t  vi l l age p roducer s ,  
however ,  pre ferred  t o  s e l l  the ir c opra to  the tr ader s who 
o f fered cash on the spot and consump t ion good s on whi ch 
copra income s might  be  spent . S ome Chine s e  trader s even 
e s t ab l i shed t r ade s t or e s  in north Guadal canal which al so  
served a s  copra-buy ing s t at i on s . 1 

Al though Chine s e  tr ader s have dominat ed the s hipping 
and copr a tr ade o f  Tadhimb oko , Me l ane s i an s  have a t t empted  
to  par t i cipate in the  copr a-market ing bus ine s s . They 
have b een mot ivated by the ir bel i e f  in the pro f i t ab il ity 
of produce market ing , the ir de s ire to share in s ome o f  
th is  pr o fi t , and the ir amb it i on t o  run the ir own commer ­
cial  enterpr i s e s  a s  a me ans o f  b et t er ing the ir l iving 
cond i t i on s . From 1 955 to 1 9 60 two Tadh imboko - owned ve s s e l s  
bought  som e  copr a fr om v i l l age producer s ,  bu t mo s t l y  
fre i ghted copr a into Honiara at  t h e  s ame fre i ght r at e  2 a s  t he Chine se  t r ader s . Only one o f  the s e , that o f  S aki , 
cont inue s t o  operate  today . H i gh overhead co s t s , the smal l  
volume o f  cargo hand l ed , end l e s s  repair d i f f i cu l t ie s ,  and 
compet it i on from Chine s e  t r ader s who o f fered incent ive 
goods  rendered the other ve s se l  uneconomi c .  

In 1 95 9  a consumer and pr oducer co-operat ive s o c ie ty , 
centred at Kal i t on i a  v i l l age , was formed t o  market copr a 
for memb e r s  and o ther Tadhimboko , u s ing the D epar tment o f  
C o - oper at ive S ociet ie s ' l aunch . Largely becau s e  o f  com­
pet i t ion fr om Chine se  tr ader s and inadequacie s in the 
internal or g an i s a t i on and management of the co -operat ive 
society , 3 i t  f a i l e d  to operat e succe s s fu l l y  beyond 1 9 6 2 . 
Thu s the f i e l d  was again l e ft to  Chine s e  tr ader s and S aki . 
S aki , however , has  conf ined hi s market ing operat ion l ar ge ­
ly t o  T adhimboko E a s t  and Aol a  and onl y  o ccas iona l l y  
fre i ght s into Honiara copra from the few l ar ger pr o duc e r s  
i n  T adh imb oko We st . S in ce abou t 1 9 63 , there fore , the pur ­
chas e  and marke t ing o f  mo s t  T adhimb oko We st  c opra  ha s been 

1 In 1 95 6 ,  for examp l e , Wong Kong and C ompany r an a s t or e  
at Ao l a . The Me l ane s i an manager was provided with a smal l 
l aunch to  u s e  whi l e  buy ing copra in the are a . 
2 S e e  p .  2 3 5  f f . 
3 S ee p .  2 25 f f . 
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under t aken b y  H ing Mar . The pene t r at ion o f  road t r ans ­
por t  int o the e a s t ern s e ct or o f  the r e gion during 1 9 63 
and the e s t ab l i shment there of H in g  Mar ' s t r ade s t or e  in 
that year have b een maj or factor s in h i s  monopoly of the 
T adhimboko We st  copra  t r ade . 

H ing Mar buy s c opra r egul ar ly from the T adhimboko ; 
T ab l e  9 . 3  comp ar e s  h i s �r i c e s  wi th tho se  o f fered by the 
C opra Board in Honiara . De s p i t e  the fact that Hing Mar 
o ff e r s  no pr ice d i f feren t i al with regard to qual ity , the 
T adhimboko c ont inue to pat r on i s e  him .  In s t r i ct e c onomic  
t erms , the minimum d if ference  b etwe en the  pr i ce o f  a bag 
of  copra sold to the Copr a Boar d  in Honiara and to Hing 
Mar ( se e  Tab l e  9 . 4 ) , a ft er account ing for far e s  and 
fr e i ght ( $ 1 . 30 ) , s e ems enough to avoid a net l o s s  had 
t he pr oducer s o l d  the copr a in Hon iara . However ,  T ab l e  
9 . 5 shows that few T adh imboko c on s i s t ent ly se l l  more 
than two b age s o f  copra at one t ime and they don ' t con­
s ider that the p r i ce incent ive o f fered by Honiara i s  
worthwh i l e . More over , shou l d  the vi l l age producer t r ave l 
t o  Honiara he cannot b e  sure o f  returnin g t o  hi s home 
vi l l age the s ame day , and there i s  l it t l e  su i t ab l e  
a c commodat ion ava i l ab l e  i n  Honi ar a . H ing Mar p ay s  c a sh 
on the spot and o f fer s in h i s  store  a t  Teter e  a r ange o f  
tr ade good s s imi l ar t o  that ava i l ab l e  i n  Hon iara . H ing 

The C opra Board announc e s  at the beginning of each month 
the pr i c e s  at wh i ch i t  wi l l  pur ch ase c opr a at the main 
p or t s . The s e  price s are d e t ermine d after  it  he ar s the 
spot pr i ce of copr a on the London market . Like other 
Pac i f i c  t err i t or i e s ,  the S o l omon s s o l d  copra to the 
Br i t i sh Min i s try of Food unt i l  1 95 6 , a ft er whi ch it had 
to  comp e t e  in the op en marke t ; hence the need to impr ove 
qu al ity . The pr ice  d i fferent i al wa s d e s igned to encour age 
the product i on of high-qual i ty copra . S ince it s st atutory 
creat ion in 1 9 53 , the BS IP C opr a Board has  s een i t s  r o l e  
p r imar ily  in t e rms o f  cu shi oning t he f luctuat ions  of  copra 
p r i c e s  in the wor l d  market . The bu lk  o f  it s r e s erve 
fund s ( approximat ely $ lm )  are b e ing  u sed to thi s end . On 
r ar e  o c c a s i on s , s ome o f  thi s  money is p a i d  as a bonu s 
over and above the dec l ared  pr ice  o f  the thre e  gr ad e s  o f  
copra . It  might b e  more pro f i t ab l e  in the l ong run t o  
channel s ome o f  thi s  money e ither thr ough l oc al govern­
ment counc i l s  or co-oper a t ive s ociet i e s  for the con ­
stru ct i on o f  Kukum dr ier s ,  concr e t e - fl oored copra s t or age 
shed s  and j et t ie s  - struc tur e s  which are c l e ar ly b eyond 
the f inancial  r e sour ce s o f  such bodie s . 
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Tab l e  9 . 3  

C omparat ive coEr a  pr i ce s , 1 96 6  
( cent s p er lb ) 

C oEr a  Board Er i c e s  ·k: H ing Mar Month F ir s t  S e cond Third 
gr ade gr ade 

.J am.iary 7 . 14 
February 7 . 14 
:Mar ch 7 . 14 
Apr i l  6 . 25 
May 6 . 2 5 
June 6 . 25 
Ju ly 5 . 80 
Augu s t  5 . 80 
S eptember 5 . 80 
October 5 . 8 0 
Novemb er 5 . 3 6 
D e cember 5 . 3 6 

* f . o . b .  S o l omons ' por t s  
** N o  pr ice d i f ferent ial  

6 .  96  
6 . 9 6 
6 .  9 6  
6 . 0 7 
6 . 0 7  
6 . 0 7 
5 . 63 
5 . 63 
5 . 63 
5 . 63 
5 . 18 
5 . 1 8 

gr ade pr i ce s:/d;-

6 . 5 2 5 . 00 
6 . 5 2 5 . 00 
6 . 5 2 5 . 00 
5 . 63 4 . 00 
5 . 63 4 . 00 
5 . 63 4 . 00 
5 . 1 8 3 . 00 
5 . 18 3 . 00 
5 . 1 8 3 . 00 
5 . 18 3 . 00 
4 .  73  3 . 00 
4 .  73  3 . 00 

S our ce s :  B S I P  marke t r ep or t s  ( 1 9 66 ) for C opra  B oard 
pr i ce s ;  f i e l d  survey for Hing Mar pr ice s . 

T ab l e  9 . 4 

C omp ar i son o f  cos t s  o f  one b ag o f  cop r a  s o l d  
t o  the C opr a Boar d  and t o  H ing Mar dur irig 1 9 66  

corr e l at ed with dr op in pr i ce s  
( $ )  

t o  Pr i ce i f  the C oEr a B oard sold to Min imum 
F ir s t S e cond Th ird Hing Mar d i f ferenc e s  
gr ade gr ade gr ade 

J an . -Mar . 1 1 . 7 8  1 1 . 48 1 0 . 7 6 8 . 25 2 . 5 1 
Apr . -June 1 0 . 3 1 1 0 . 02 9 . 2 9 6 . 60 2 . 6 9 
Ju ly-Oct . 9 . 5 7 9 . 2 9 8 . 55 4 . 95 3 . 60 
Nov . -De c . 8 . 84 8 . 55 7 . 80 4 . 95 2 . 85 

S our ce s : BS IP marke t r epor t s  ( 1 96 6 )  for C opr a Boar d 
p r i ce s ; fie l d  survey for H ing Mar pr ice s . 
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Mar i s  al s o  p at roni sed b e caus e  he pr ovide s transpor t  t o  
Hon i ar a  dur ing marke t t ime and occasi onal ly he l p s  t o  t r an s ­
p or t  heavy l oad s b etween T adh imboko vi l l age s . 

D a t a  col l e ct ed on copra s al e s  by v i l l ager s  fr om Suagi 
and Gor abau , the two l ar g e s t  group s of pr oducer s ,  from 
May t o  mid-Oct ober 1 9 66  are summar i se d  in T ab l e s  9 . 5 an d 
9 . 6 .  T o t a l  produ c t i on ,  t ot a l  number o f  s e l ler s and c a sh 
r eceipt s r o se mar kedly dur ing the dry mid-year months 
desp i t e  a dr op in pr i ce dur ing that per iod . Thi s dry , 
sunny weather , and the d ep endence o f  many v i l l age produ ce r s  
o n  i t  for copra making , contr ibut ed s i gn i f i cant ly t o  the 
high copra income s dur ing that p er io d  ( se e  T ab l e  9 . 5 ) . 
T ab l e 9 . & shows that ind iv idual t ot a l  copra  inc ome s vary 
great ly fr om $ 2 . 1 0 to $ 3 2 9 . 6 9 ,  with an aver age o f  $ 68 . 5 6 . 
S e l l er s ' aver age income s per s a l e  and per month a l s o  show 
wide var i a t i on s . O f  c our se , the se  d i f ference s l ar ge ly 
r e f l ect  the are a  o f  bearing palms under the s e l l er ' s con­
trol or hi s acce s s  to b ear ing p a lms , and ava i l ab l e  me thods 
of copra  dry ing . Al l producers  who e arned an average 
monthly income of over  $ 20 from copra e ither owned or  had 
acce s s  to hot -a ir dr i er s  dur ing thi s per iod . 

A few Tadhimb oko , p ar t i cu l ar ly tho se producing a s i z e ­
ab l e  quant i ty o f  copr a , inv e s t  s ome o f  the ir copra  income s 
in hot -a ir dr ier s , and a l s o  emp l oy s ome shor t - t erm l ab our ­
e r s  ( no t  only for copra  making ) . In the p a s t , income s 
e arned fr om c opr a wer e s omet ime s inve s t ed in l aunche s ,  
cut t er -b oat s and t ru cks t o  impr ove l inks wi th Honiar a . 
Me chan i ca l  d i f fi cul t ie s ,  l ack o f  cargo , or gani sat i on and 
management inadequacie s ,  and compet i t i on fr om Chinese  
t r an sport operator s led  t o  the  c omp l et e  failure of  all  
but  one  of  the se  inv e s tment s .  Today a few Tadh imboko , 
chie fly tho s e  with extensive are a s  o f  p a lms under the ir 
author ity , are inve s t in g  in cat t le pro j ect s . Thu s it 
seems that T adhimboko inve s tment in cap i t al good s is a 
mixture o f  f a i lure s  and p r omi s ing t r e nd s . 

Expendi ture on c onsump t i on good s , however , reveal s 
a d i f fer ent p i ctur e . By r e gu l ar ly providing Suagi and 
G or ab au v i l l ager s with tran sp or t to and from Tetere  
dur ing h i s  c opra-pur chas ing r ound s , Hing Mar encour age s 
them t o  spend their n ewly e arned income in his own s t or e . 
Rice , b i s cu i t s ,  t inned meat , t ob ac c o  and cigar et t e s  are 
the mo s t  p opu l ar pur chas e s . Moreover , Hing Mar supp l i e s  
the s e  i t ems t o  vi l l ager s  oper at ing smal l s t or e s  o f  the ir 
own , such a s  that oper ated by Kar akivo s a , Bai ' s s on , o f  
Gorab au v i l l age . Dur ing June 1 9 6 6  Kar akivo s a  s o l d  t o  
h i s  fel l ow vil l ager s $ 1 04 . 8 2  worth o f  r i ce , t i nned f i sh 



Suagi : 
May 
June 
Jul y 
Augu st  
September 
October 
Total  

Gor abau : 
May 
June 
July 
Augu s t  
September 
Octob er 
Total  
Gr and 
Tot al 

T ab l e  9 . 5 

Suagi and Gorab au copr a s a l e s  from May t o  mid-Octmber l966't.-

T o t al Number Average Average Tot a l  Average 

volume o f  we i ght Range number o f  . return 
b income 

s o l d  ( lb )  s a l e s  s o l d  p er (lb) a g s  per ( $ )  per s al e  

s al e  ( lb )  month ( 1 65 per month 

7 , 3 95 
6 , 60 1  

1 4 , 900 
1 3 , 6 2 1  

5 ,  9 63 
2 , 7 3 7  

5 1 , 21 7  

6 , 00 7  
4 , 7 6 1  
9 , 8 7 6 
6 , 80 7  
5 , 14 3  
3 ,  6 7 2  

3 6 , 2 6 6  

8 7  , 48 3  

2 6  
3 1  
4 5  
3 8  
4 2  
1 5  

1 9 7 

1 7  
1 5  
3 1  
2 1  
1 9  
14  

1 1 7  

3 1 4  

284 . 42 
2 1 2 . 93 
3 3 1 . 1 1 
358 . 45 
141 . 98  
1 8 2 . 4 7 
2 5 9 . 98 

3 5 3 . 35 
3 1 7 . 40 . 
3 1 8 . 58 
3 24 . 14 
2 7 0 . 68 
2 6 2 . 2 9 
309 . 9 7 

2 78 . 6 1 

2 3 - 1 , 68 8 
1 20 - 4 70 

78 - 6 7 7 
7 0 - 1 , 0 1 2  

7 - 3 9 7  
3 1 - � 21 

7 - 1 , 6 68 

7 0 - 1 , 7 1 2  
50 - 1 , 10 7  
5 4 - 1 , 053  

130- 586 
61- 6 75 
14- 5 68 
14 - 1 , 71 2 

7 - 1 , 7 1 2  

l b  oe·r b ag) (S )  
1 .  7 
1 .  2 
2 . 0  
2 . 2 
0 . 8  
1 . 1  
1 . 5  

2 . 1  
1 . 8 
1 . 8  
1 .  9 
1 .  6 
1 . 5  
1 . 8 

1. 6 

380 . 4 6 
3 3 0 . 14 
4 9 6 . 63 
454 . 0 9 
1 9 6 . 78  

9 1 . 34 
1 , 94 9 . 44 

3 2 1 . 7 6  
238 . 11  
3 28 . 98 
2 2 7 . 0 6 
1 7 1 . 44 
1 22 . 4 6 

1 , 40 9 . 8 1 

3 , 3 5 9 . 25 

14 . 63 
1 0 . 65 
1 1 . 04 
1 1 . 95  

4 . 69 
6 . 0 9  
9 . 90 

1 8 . 93 
1 5 . 8 7 
1 0 . 6 1  
1 0 . 8 1 

9 . 02 
8 . 75 

1 2 . 05 

1 0 . 7 0  

Range 
( $ )  

1 . 1 8 - 9 5  . 00 
6 . 00 - 2 3 . 50 
2 . 60 - 2 2 . 5 9 
2 . 33 -3 3 . 75 
0 . 2 2 - 1 3 . 25 
1 . 05 - 14 . 05 
0 . 2 2 - 95 . 00 

3 .  5 0 -107. 00  
2 . 50 - 5 5 . 38 
1 . 80 -3 5  . 10 
4 . 3 5 -1 9 . 55 
2 . 02 - 2 2 . 50 
1 .  60 - 1 8 . 9 5  
1 0 60 -107.  0 0  

0 .  2 2 -107. 00 

� Mo st  cop r a  s o l d  dur ing thi s  per iod went  to H ing Mar al though a smal l propor t ion was s o l d  t o  
the Copra B o ard i n  Hon i ar a  

!--' 00 '° 



Table 9 . 6  1--' \0 
Copra sales o f  and 0 

Copra producers Volume sold Toi:al copra income 
bi'. village ( lb )  income ( $ ) 

S uagi :  

Tosar a  5 , 9 1 1  246 . 12 1 6  3 6 9  . 44 1 5 . 38 44 . 7 5  

Nokata 1 , 55 3  5 7  . 8 5  8 1 94 . 13 7 . 23 10 . 52 

Q iolele 1 , 953 7 1 . 74 8 244 . 13 8 . 97 1 3 . 04 

Suka 2 , 2 1 2  93 . 97 1 2  184 . 33 7 . 83 1 7 . 09 

Taka l i  3 ,  7 4 7  1 7 1 . 8 5  6 624 . 50 28 . 64 3 1 . 25 

Rebe 1 , 81 1  67 . 30 6 301 . 83 1 1 . 22 1 2 . 23 

Uluna 3 , 530 130 . 68 1 5  2 3 5 . 33 8 .  7 1  2 3 . 7 6  

Vere ta* 42 2 . 10 1 4 2 . 00 2 . 10 0 . 38 

Goneca 5 , 5 14 207 . 5 5  1 7  3 24 . 35 1 2 . 21 3 1 .  74 

Salavata 1 , 836 71. 04 10 183 . 60 7 . 10 1 2 . 92 

Raitilava 3 , 98 8  1 5 2 . 48 1 4  284 . 8 6  10 . 89 2 7 . 7 2  

Kau 6 5 7 2 6 . 94 5 1 3 1 . 40 5 . 39 4 . 90 

Kata 1 ,402 5 2 . 65 8 1 7 5 .  2 5  6 . 58 9 . 57 

Basuka 1 , 894 67 . 5 2  7 2 70 . 57 9 . 65 1 2 . 28 

Ravi t a  3 , 42 9  1 20 . 8 6  1 3  263 . 7 7  9 . 30 2 1 . 97 

Laqa* 4 2 9  1 6 .  7 1  3 143 . 00 5 . 57 3 . 04 

Tolani* 1 92 6 .40 3 64 . 00 2 . 13 1 . 1 6 

Mawi 8 19 3 6 . 58 4 204 . 75 9 . 15 6 . 65 

Vaqasena* 7 1 1  24 . 5 5  4 1 7 7 .  7 5  6 . 14 4 . 4 6  

Vora t a  2 90 1 2 . 20 2 145 . 00 6 . 10 2 . 22 

Gonelevu 3 , 407 1 1 6 . 00 1 0  340 . 7 0  1 1. 60 21 . 09 

Qasota 1 ,  703 56. 7 6  4 425 . 7 5  1 4  . 19 1 0 . 3 2  

Coka 6 2 5  20 . 85 4 1 5 6 . 25 5 . 21 3 .  7 9  

Sote 2 2 9  7 . 65 2 1 14 . 50 3 . 8 3  1 . 39 

Uluda 6 2 2  2 0 .  7 6  3 207 . 33 6.  9 2  3 .  7 7  

Bokocina 590 1 9 . 67 2 2 9 5 . 00 9 . 84 3 . 58 

Lamu 1 , 13 9  3 7  . 8 9  6 1 8 9 . 83 6 . 32 6 . 89 

Duru* 982 32.  77  4 245 . 50 8 . 19 5 . 96 

Total 51 , 2 1 7  1 , 94 9 . 44 1 9 7  259 . 9 8  9 . 89 1 2 . 66 



Gorabau : 

Bai 

Cumu 

Tavu 

Loco 

Pare t i  

Kayaga 

Toqa 

S au ta 

Nabuna 

Rara 

Druadrua 

Moi 

Tinai 

Vulaca 

Basa 

Finau* 

Suka 

Basika 

Qal iqara 

Vulu>� 

Melanesian: M i s sion 

Total 

Grand total 

* Female 

8 , 490 

2 , 8 7 5  

2 , 34 6  

2 , 98 3  

4 , 69 6  

1 , 20 9  

1 5 7  

1 3 6  

8 5 5  

4 , 21 5  

7 9 0  

1 ,  107 

725 

2 , 086 

310 

3 60 

1 9 5  

9 7 9  

5 3 1  

384 

8 3 7  

3 6 '  2 6 6  

8 7  , 48 3  

3 2 9 . 69 

1 23 . 22 

8 6 . 20 

1 10 .  76 

208 . 7 3  

4 2 . 48 

7 . 8 5  

6 . 80 

3 1 . 80 

1 5  7 .  8 1  

3 1 . 1 6 

40 . 4 1  

2 5 . 01 

88 . 00 

1 0 . 32 

1 2 . 00 

6 . 50 

3 2 . 67 

1 7 . 70 

1 2 . 8 0  

2 7  . 90 

1 , 409 . 8 1  

3 , 3 59 . 25 

1 7  499 . 4 1  1 9 . 3 9  5 9 . 94 

9 3 1 9  . 44 1 3 . 69 2 2 . 4 0  

1 1  2 1 3 . 27 7 . 84 1 5 . 67 

1 1  2 7 1 . 18 1 0 . 07 20 . 14 

12 3 9 1 . 33 1 7  . 39 3 7 . 95 

7 1 7 2 . 7 1  6 . 0 7  7 .  7 2  

1 1 5 7 . 00 7 . 85 1 . 43 

1 1 3 6 . 00 6 . 8 0  1 . 24 

3 285 . 00 10 . 60 5 .  78 

1 1  383 . 18 14 . 45 28 . 69 

5 158 . 00 6 . 23 5 . 67 

6 184 . 50 6 .  74 7 . 35 

5 145 . 00 5 . 00 4 . 55 

5 4 1 7  . 20 1 7  . 60 1 6 . 00 

2 1 5 5 . 00 5 . 16 1 . 88 

1 3 60 . 00 1 2 . 00 2 . 18 

1 1 9 5 . 00 6 . 50 1 . 18 

4 244 . 7 5  8 . 1 7 5 . 94 

2 2 65 . 50 8 . 8 5  3 . 21 

1 384 . 00 1 2 . 80 2 . 33 

2 4 1 8 . 50 1 3 . 95 5 . 0 7  

1 1 7  3 0 9 .  9 7  1 2 . 0 5  1 2 . 20 

3 1 4  278 . 6 1  1 0 . 7 0  1 2 .46 ...... l..O ...... 
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and meat , b i s cu it s ,  su gar , cond en s ed mil k ,  t e a , t obacco  
and cig aret t e s . Thi s sum is  equivalent t o  44 . 2  per cent 
o f  the t o t a l  copra income e ar ned by Gorab au v i l l ager s 
dur ing that month . Such a p at t ern o f  exp endi ture there ­
fore t end s t o  suppor t Nurkse ' s a s sert ion ( 1 9 60 : 6 7 )  that , 
in underdeve l oped count r ie s , income t end s t o  b e  spent on 
luxury f orms of consump t i on . 



Chapt er 1 0  

Other a gr icu l tura l  pur suit s :  c oc oa pr o duc t i on 
and cat t l e  gra z ing 

C oc oa pr o ducti on 

A s  ment i one d ,  the c a sh economy o f  the S o l omons , part icu­
l ar ly i t s  exp or t  trade , ha s b een overwhelmingl y dependent 
on copra . C oc oa wa s intr o duce d  a s  a new c a sh c r op in 
or der to  diver s i fy the exp or t e c onomy , pr ovi de a c a sh crop 
t o  Mel anes ian farmer s with l it t l e  or no coconut f or c opra 
mak ing , and o f fer a fur ther s ource  of c a sh to sma l l  c opra 
pr oducer s ( B SIP 1 9 64 : 1 6- 1 7 ) . C ocoa wa s cho sen f o l l owing 
favour ab l e  repor t s on i t s p o s s i b i l i t i e s  under l oc a l  c on­
d i t i ons  by  thr ee exper t s  who v i s i t e d  the S o l omons dur ing 
1 9 5 1 -54 . 1 One of the se men vi s i t e d  a gain ia, 1 95 9  an d 
repor t e d  tha t  ' c oc oa i s  a quick- growing c a sh crop whi ch 
appeal s t o  the Mel ane s ian farmer and f it s  int o h i s  way o f  
l i fe ' ( Ur quhar t 1 9 5 9 : 2- 3 ) . 

Dur ing 1 9 5 3-54 c oc oa seeds 2 were ob ta ined  from Ker evat 
in New Br i tain and two Department of  Agr icul ture see d 
p l ot s  wer e  pl ant e d  - two acre s a t  Auki and one acr e  a t  
Kukum - wh i l e  oth er s ee ds fr om Kerevat wer e  s o l d  t o  
int er e s t e d  Mel ane s ian farmer s . 3 I n  1 9 5 7  thes e two pl ot s  

The s e  were D . R .  Ur quhar t ( 1 9 5 1 ) , f ormer l y  D ir e c t or o f  
A gr icu l t ur e  i n  Ghana and a dvi ser t o  C adbury and S on s  L t d ,  
H .  Gre ene ( 1 9 5 2 ) , a dvi s er on trop ical s o il s , and S ir 
Geo f fr ey C l ay ( 1 954) , a gr icul tural  advi ser t o  the S ecretary 
of S ta t e , Un i t e d  Kingdom Government . 
2 Thes e  were Trinitar io-type cocoa s e e ds whi ch pr o duce a 
f ine c oc oa with a mi l d  chocolate  f l avour in c ont r a s t  
t o  the s tr ong choc ola t e - fl avour e d  c ocoa pr o duc e d  from the 
We s t  A fr ican Ame l ona do . Tr init ar i o- t ype  c o coa was intro­
duce d  int o the S o l omons b e f or e  Worl d War I I , but i t  i s  
imp o s s ib l e  t o  say i f  thi s was the only typ e i nt r o duce d  
then . 
3 S e e d s  from Ker evat wer e  s ol d  a t  20�  t o  25�  per p o d , 
inc l uding freigh t. Thi s  pr ice prove d t o  b e  a s or e  p oint 
among Me l ane s ian c oc oa growe r s  fr om whom the D epartment 
of A gr i c u l ture l ater b ought  plant ing materi al  a t  the rate  
o f  1 0  to  1 5  pods  f or 1 0� . 

1 9 3  
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were r e ady t o  supply seed s to  o ther Me l ane s i an s . By that 
dat e , t o o , ab ou t 340 acr e s  o f  c o coa had been e s t ab l i shed 
thr oughout the S o l omons . 1 Thi s  f igur e give s an aver age 
rate of progr e s s  o f  about 68 acre s p l anted per annum 
s ince 1 95 3 , wh ich wou l d  not ensur e that cocoa made ' an 
e ar ly and sub s t ant ial  contr ibu t i on to the e conomy of the 
Prot ect or at e ' ( B S IP 1 9 64 : 1 6 ) . 

In 1 95 8  a dr ive for cocoa  deve l opment wa s l aunched and 
by the year ' s end appr oval had b een g iven by the S e cr e t ary 
of S t a t e  for expend i ture of $ 95 , 2 6 2  under a C ommonwea l th 
Deve l opment and We l far e  s cheme2 t o  s et up a Cocoa  D iv i s ion 
wi thin the Department of Agr i cul tur e  and inten s i fy the 
intr oduct ion of sui t ab l e  p l ant ing mat e r i al . 3 Between 1 9 5 9  
and 1 9 65  the cocoa  d eve l opment pro gr amme was r egul ar ly 
r eviewed by G overnment and s t a ff added t o  the C o coa 
D iv i s ion ( Keev il 1 9 66 : 1 ) .  

As  T ab l e  1 0 . 1  shows , fr om 1 95 9  t o  1 9 6 6  t ot al coc o a  
acreage incr e a s ed b y  5 , 9 18  acre s o r  at the r a t e  o f  appr ox­
imat e ly 845 acr e s  per annum - more than twe lve t ime s the 
rat e of incre a s e  from 1 95 3  to 1 95 8 . Th i s  met eoric  r i se 
in cocoa acreage r e sul ted p r imar i ly from the r e l a t ive ly 
l arge quant i t i e s  o f  cocoa  s eed s avai l ab l e  for p l ant ing 
thr ough incr eased  introduct i on s  and from the t r ial p l ot s 
at Auki and Kukum , t he avai l ab i l ity o f  s e e d s  from Mel a­
ne s i an cocoa p l ot s p l ant ed dur ing 1 95 3 - 5 7 , and the per­
sua s ion , a s s i s t ance and advi ce of  a l ar ge cocoa ext ens ion 
s t a f f . At the t ime the new ext ens ion camp a ign for  cocoa  
wa s undert aken , the wor l d  pr i ce for dry  cocoa b e ans  was 
$ 1 , 140 per t on ,  a p o int whi ch was widely advert i sed by 
the cocoa  extens i on s t a f f  ( Keev i l  1 9 6 6 : 2 )  and mu s t  have 
favourab ly impre s sed  Me l ane s i an growe r s . 

From i t s  incep t i on , cocoa extens ion work conc entrat ed 
on Mal a it a , wher e  the headquart er s  of  the C ocoa D iv is i on 

BS IP Dep artment o f  Agr i cu l tur e , Annual Report for 1 95 7  
( 1 9 58 : 4 ) . 
2 BS IP D epartment of  Agr i cu l t ure , Annu al Rep or t f or 1 95 8  
( 1 95 9 : 14 ) . 
3 Further seed intr odu ct ion s included Upper Amaz on type 
from F i j i in 1 95 9 , F or a s t er o  and Ame l onado typ e s  fr om 
N orth Borneo in 1 9 60 , and o ther s ee d s  fr om Kew , L ondon . 
The se  intr oduc t ions , plus  tho se already e s t ab l i shed in 
the S o l omons wer e  l at er p l anted  at D al a , Ma l ait a ,  the main 
cocoa experiment al s t at ion whi ch was e s t ab l i shed in 1 9 6 1 . 



T ab l e  1 0 . 1  

Pr ogr e s s  o f  the S ol omon s ' cocoa indu s t ry , 1 95 8 - 6 6  

1 95 8  1 95 9  1 9 60 1 96 1  1 96 2  1 9 6 3  1 9 64 1 9 6 5  1 9 6 6  1 96 7  

Acre s p l anted ? 1 ,  1 3 5  3 , 25 1  3 , 7 64 4 , 5 2 3  5 , 8 9 7  6 , 55 2  7 , 0 1 2  7 , 05 3  
C ocoa  o f fi cer 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Agr i cul tur a l  o f f icer s 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 ( co co a  d eve l opment ) 
F ie l d  Of f icer s ( co co a )  1 3 8 8 1 0  10  10  1 0  10 
F ield  as s i st ant s / c oc o a  6 6 74 74 74 74 83 8 3  8 3  a s s i s t an t s  
C o co a  agronomi s t  0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Cocoa product ion ( t on s )  ? 0 . 5  7 . 0  1 2 . 8  24 . 0  3 7 . 5  63 . 0  7 2 . 0  9 6 . 0  60 . 0  
C o coa  pr oduct i on t ar get s* 7 2 . 0  246 . 0  3 60 . 0  600 . 0  

( t ons ) 

* No  t ar ge t s set  pr i or t o  1 9 64 . 

S our ce s : BSIP  ( 1 9 64 ) for product i on 1 95 9 - 63 and t ar get s 1 964 - 6 7 ;  BS IP D epartment o f  Agr i cu l ­
t ur e ,  Annual  Repor t s  for L96 1 , 1 9 63  and 1 966 ( 1 9 6 2 , 1 9 64 and 1 9 6 7 ) for s t a f f ing 1 961 , 
1 9 63 and 1 9 6 6 : BS IP Depar tment o f  Agr i cul ture , Annual  Repor t s  for 1 964 - 6 6  ( 1 9 65 - 6 7 )  
for pr odu ct i on 1 964-6 6 ; BS IP News Sheet , nos  1 and 2 o f  1 9 68 , p . 5  for produ ct i on 1 9 6 7 ; 
Keev i l  ( 1 96 6 )  for acreage p l ant ed 1 9 5 9 - 65 and s t af fing  1 95 8 - 60 , 1 9 6 2 , 1 9 64 - 65 . 
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wer e  e s t ab l i shed and mo st  cocoa tree s wer e  d i s t r ibuted at 
the end o f  1 9 5 7  ( see  T ab l e  1 0 . 2 ) . Hence Mal ait a ha s con­
t r ibu t e d  up to 50  per cent o f  t o tal  annual  produ ct i on in 
r e cent year s . The o ther maj or producer is  the We s t ern  
S o l omon s , wher e  cocoa  ext ens ion c ommenced in 1 9 60 and  pro­
duc er s themse lve s control  cocoa proce s s in g  and marke t ing . 
Yet  d e s p i t e  the e s t ab l i shment o f  t he Cocoa  D iv i s ion , pr o ­
duc t i on fe l l  f a r  short o f  the t ar get s set  ( see  T ab le 1 0 . 1 ) . 

T ab l e  1 0 . 2  

D i s t r ibut i on o f  cocoa t r e e s  in 
the S o l omon s , November  1 9 5 7  

Are a  

Mal a i t a 
S ant a I s abel  
Short l and 
Rend ova 
Ru s s e l l  I s l an d s  
Guadal canal  
S an Cr i s t obal  
Total  

No . o f  trees  

43 , 000 
1 6 , 500 

6 , 7 5 0  
1 6 , 000 
18 , 000 

1 , 000 
1 , 000 

1 0 2 , 250  

S ource : BS IP  D ep artment of  Agr i cul ture , Annual 
Repor t for 1 95 7  ( 1 9 58 : 4 ) 

The concentr at ion o f  cocoa ext ens ion e f f or t s  on Mal aita  
is  the r e su l t  of  a del iberat e e ffort  t o  ' spr e ad ' deve l op ­
ment i n  the Pr o t e ct o r at e . A l though Mal a i t a  h a s  approx­
imately 38 per cent of the e s t imat e d  S o l omon s ' p opul at i on 
o f  142 , 000 , it provide s onl y 5 per cent o f  the t ot al 
annua l  copra output  of the S o l omon s , and it  was thought 1 that cocoa wou l d  g ive many Mal a i t ans  a new s our ce  o f  cash . 
Mel ane s i an at temp t s  t o  p l ant co coa in the uns t a ffed  D is ­
trict s were  given l i tt l e , i f  any , suppor t  o r  wer e  eve n  
d i s c our aged . 

C ocoa  in Tadhimb oko . Only 4 , 8 5 1  cocoa  t r ee s 2ave b een 
p l ant ed by Me lane·s·ian s  in Tadhimboko s ince 1 95 3 . They 
1 Wage emp l oyment on exp atr i at e  ent erpr i s e s  in other part s 
o f  the Pr o t e ct or at e  had alway s b een a maj or s ource  o f  cash 
t o  Ma l a i t ans . The intr oduct i on o f  cocoa  threatened t o  lead 
t o  a short age o f  l ab our fr om that i s l and but this  did not 
o c cur s ince cocoa was intro du ced on the we s t  and north 
coa s t s  of the i s l and whi l e  t he bu lk  of Mal a i t an worker s 
came from the int er i or and e a s t  coast . 
2 Guadal c anal Pl ain s L t d  own s 1 , 800 cocoa t r e e s  p l anted 
under coconut s at it s Terere p l an t at i on . 
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c over s l i ght l y  more than twenty-two acr e s  and invo lve 
only f i f t een v i l l ager s . l Ind iv idual p l ot s cont a in 
between 8 and 940 tree s , with e l even o f  the s ixt een p l o t s  
(Vou z a  h a s  two ) fall ing b e l ow the D i st r i ct average of  3 23 
cocoa  tree s per p l o t . 

T ab l e  1 0 . 3  i l l u str ate s the uneven pr ogre s s  of  cocoa 
p l ant ing between 1 95 6  and 1 9 64 . More than 75  per cent o f  
cocoa  t r e e s  i n  T adhimb oko were  p l anted dur ing o r  a f t er 
1 9 63 and ar e not  yet bearing . Mo st  o f  the tree s now 
bear ing wer e p l ant ed b etween 1 9 5 9  and 1 9 6 1 . Only Vou z a  
p l anted s ome c o c o a  be for e tha t dat e . T h i s  l a ck o f  p l ant ­
ing be fore 1 9 5 9  r e fl e c t s the o f fi c i a l  cocoa ext ens ion 
view that T adhimboko was t oo dry for cocoa . Vou z a  al one 
over came th i s  caut ion . As ear ly as 1 95 3  he indi cated t o  
the s eni or agr icu l tural  o f f i cer , who was pre s ent a t  the 
fir s t  meet ing o f  the Guada l c anal C ounc i l , that the peop l e  
o f  hi s i s l and want ed t o  p l ant crop s o ther than coconut , 
e spe c i al ly cocoa .  V ou z a ' s per s onal dr ive , determinat i on ,  
p o l i t ical  st atus  and f inancial  p o s i t ion enab l ed him t o  
obt a in t he ne ce s s ary p l ant ing mat erial . 

Near l y  al l the T adh imboko who p l anted cocoa  between 
1 95 9  and 1 9 6 1  r e s i de in Roroni . 2 Obv i ou s ly they wer e 
encour aged by Vou z a ' s examp l e , and were suppl ied  with 
p l ant ing mat erial  by h im .  The cocoa pl ot at Kukum al s o  
provided cocoa p od s , at  fi fteen p od s  for 1 0 � . B y  1 95 9 ,  
t o o , the agr icul tur al o f fi cer , Cent r a l  S o l omons , occas ion­
ally v i s i t ed T adhimboko t o  adv i s e  Mel ane s i ans int er e s t ed 
in the new cr op . However , i t  was not unt il  ear ly 1 963  
that a f i e l d  o f f i cer wa s p o s t e d  t o  Guadal canal spe ci f i ­
cal ly f o r  cocoa devel opment . A s  a r e su l t ,  c o co a  pl ant ing 
incr eased dur i ng 1 9 63 - 64 , bu t no fur ther pl ant ings have 
been undert aken s ince then , pr imar ily be cau se of l ow cocoa 
pr ice s . 3 

T ab l e  1 0 . 4  and F i g . 7 . 2  show that T adhimb oko cocoa  has  
been p l anted on reasonab ly fer t i l e , we l l -drained , re cent 

1 Thu s e a ch cocoa grower in the region owns , on an average , 
3 23 cocoa tree s or 1 . 4 6  acr e s  o f  coco a , a s suming a dens ity  
of  2 2 0  tree s t o  the  acre  at a spacing of  1 5  feet  b etween 
each tree . 
2 The excep t i on i s  Muanivatu o f  S ap e , but he al s o  once 
l ived in Ror on i . 
3 The pr i ce o f  wet b ean s dr opped  from fr� per lb in 1 9 58  
t o  3�  per lb in 1 9 66 . 



Table 1 0 . 3  

Cocoa plant ing in Tadhimboko West , 1 9 56-64 

Growers by Number of t re e s  planted per grower per annum 
vi l l age 1956 1 95 7  1 958 1959 1 9 60 1961  1 96 2  1 96 3  

---

Roroni : 

Vouza 160 0 0 0 220 0 0 1 9 3  

Matia* 0 0 0 60 0 100 0 2 1 0  

Ras o  l e a* 0 0 0 0 0 100 0 1 3 8  

Vakaot i  0 0 0 0 130 0 0 5 0  

Lasu 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 0  

Loseyaqona 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Volavol a  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bogiwalu 0 0 0 0 0 1 2  0 0 
--

Suagi : 

Tao 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kol i :  

N,aikasau 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 10 
-

�: 
S enitoa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

�: 
Muanivatu* 0 0 0 0 0 380 0 0 

Na l ivovo : 

Qaraqara 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
----

Tenahulu : 

S akivaka 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bose 0 0 0 0 0 0 -0 0 

Total 1 60 0 0 60 350 5 9 2  0 1 , 55 9  

;, Mal a i t an 

S ource s :  BSIP Department of Agr icu l t ure , 'Cocoa reg ister ' ( 1 96 6 ) , Honiara ,  for 1 9 60-64 p l an t ing s ; fie l d  survey for pre-1 960 p l ant ings 

1 964 

99 

0 

0 

1 24 

3 60 

0 

80 

0 

130 

130 

310 

0 

1 2 7  

220 

550 

2 , 1 30 

Total 

6 7 2  

370 

238 

304 

5 1 0  

8 

8 0  

12 

130 

940 

3 10 

380 

1 2 7  

220 

5 5 0  

4 , 8 5 1  
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t o  o l der  a l luv ium which once carr i e d  se condary for e s t . 
O f ficial  a s s i s t ance ha s ensur e d  order ly p l ant ing and the 
u se o f  the b e st p l ant ing mat erial  avail ab l e . However ,  
whe ther shad ing i s  provided by se condary for e s t  or the 
coconut palm , ther e is a t enden cy t owar d s  over shading . 1 
Only in Vou z a ' s  cocoa i s  Leu caena g l au ca u s ed a s  shade , 
but even there  it wa s succe s s ful only a ft er con s iderab l e  
thinn ing - out  b y  agr i cu l tur al ext ens ion per sonne l . 

On the whol e , c o co a  ma int enance in T adhimb oko i s  
reas onab ly good a s  a r e su l t  o f  over shad ing , r e l at ive ly 
dry condit i ons , 2 and incr eased  at t ent ion to  the crop 
s ince r egu lar  cr op co l l e ct i on rounds b egan in 1 9 63 . Al s o  
r e l evant i s  the proximity o f  the c o c o a  t o  the home o f  the 
p l ant er . In Ror oni co coa gr ove s are within 2 , 000 yar d s  
o f  the v i l l age ( se e  F i g . 7 . 2 ) .  T h e  b e s t  maint aine d  one s 
are tho s e  neare st  the vi l l age and tho s e  b ear ing . At S ape , 
Nal ivovo and Bebe the cocoa p l ot s  are 500 t o  2 , 00 0  yar d s  
from t h e  home s o f  their owner s .  Al thou gh the c o c o a  a t  
S ap e  s t ar t e d  t o  b e ar in 1 964 , the owner ha s n o t  s o l d  one 
b ean ma inly b ecau s e  of the l ow pr ice . The l ow p r i c e  ha s 
indeed b een a ma j or f actor in the negl ect o f  a numb er o f  
cocoa gr ove s .  The cocoa  p l ot s owned b y  the Suag i , Tena­
hu lu and Kol i vi l l ager s are b etwe en 2 , 000 and 3 , 000 yar d s  
from the home s o f  the ir owner s .  None h as s t ar t ed t o  b e ar 
and t he s t andard o f  ma intenance i s  much l ower than at 
Ror oni . 

A s  with co conut p l ant ing and food crop gar dening , l and­
owner ship and l and-u s age r ight s in the f i e l d  of cocoa 
growing are markedly incon s i s t ent ( s ee  T ab l e  1 0 . 4 ) . With­
out except i on , the T adhimb oko who own cocoa p l o t s  p l anted 
cocoa when coconut s gave them l i t t l e , if any , cash income . 
Even t od ay ,  T adh imboko cocoa owner s and produ cer s ar e 
re l at ively  ins igni f i cant a s  copra produ cer s ,  whi l e  copra 
producer s in Suagi and Gorab au have paid l i t t le at t ent ion 
to cocoa  as a sup p l emen t ary s our ce of c a sh . 

C ocoa  product i on and proce s s ing : pr act i ce and pol icy . 
Vou z a ' s  cocoa  began produc ing p od s  dur ing 1 9 5 9 , and unt i l  

1 Nat ur al shade prov ided b y  second- s torey for e s t  tree s i s  
mo st widely u s ed . Ideal shade give s ab out 50 per cent 
l ight int ensity within the cocoa gr ove on a c l e ar day . 
2 Bl ack Pod ( Phyt ophthora palmivor a )  has been mo st damag­
ing in the wet ter  par t s  o f  Mal ai t a .  



No . o f  No . o f  
Villager trees trees not S oi l  cond i t ions 

bearing bearing 

Vouza 380 2 9 2  D e e p  recent 
alluvium, older 
alluvium 

Mat i a  1 6 0  2 1 0  Older alluvium, 
moist in place s  

Raso l e a  100 138 Ol der alluvium, 
moi s t  in place s  

Vakaoti 1 30 1:74 Ol der alluvium, 
mo ist in places 

Lasu 0 5 1 0  Old alluvium, 
moist in pl aces 

Bogiwalu 1 2  0 Old alluvium, 
moist in places 

Tabl e  10 . 4  

C_ond it ion o f  cocoa groves in Tadhimboko , 1966 

S ource of Kind and degree Spacing seed o f  shade 

1 5 ft x Agr icul tu re � glauca , 
1 5 f t  D e  pt 

1 5f t  x Vouza and Coconut grove , 
1 5 f t  Agriculture over shaded 

Dept 

15 ft x Vou z a  and C oconut grove , 
1 5 ft Agr icul ture overshaded 

De pt 

1 5 ft x Vou z a  and Coconut grove , 
1 5 ft Agriculture over shaded 

De pt 

1 5 ft x Agr icul ture Secondary fores t  
1 5 ft Dept and coconut grove , 

over shaded 

Uneven Vou z a  Coconut grove , 
over shaded 

Land-owning Maintenance � 

Good Kema ni Thon�o 
but of separate 
mamata 

Good Kema ni Thon�o 

Good Kema ni Thongo 

Good Kema ni Thon�o 

Neglected Kema n i  Gaubata 

Good Kema ni Tho� 

Kema and land r ight s o f  
planter 

Member o f  land-owning � 
and big-man 

Malaitan, w i fe a member 
of land-owning � 

Malaitan . r ight s  t o  l and 

Kema ni Gaubata ,  
o n  step- father ' s  

Kema n i  Thon�o , granted 
usage rights by owning 
�� 

Kema ni Thon�o , granted 
u s age r i gh t s  by owning 
� 

N 0 0 



Volavola 0 8 0  O l d  alluvium, l S ft x Agr icu l ture Secondary fore s t , Neglected Kema ni Gaubata Kema ni Thon�o hims e l f  
moi s t  i n  places l S ft De pt overshaded but his father a member 

of land-owning � 

Loseyaqona 8 0 Old alluvium, Uneven Vouza Coconut grove , Good Kema ni Thon�o Kema ni G aubata,  p lant ing 
moist in places over shaded on own � 

Tao 0 130 Old alluvium , lS ft x Agr i cu l ture Secondary forest , Good �Thongo Kema ni Gaubata ,  u s ag e  
moi s t  in p l ace s  l S ft Dept over shaded right s granted by owning 

� 

Naikasau 0 940 Old alluvium, l S ft x Agriculture S econdary forest , Good Kema n i  Gaub a t a  Kema ni Thongo , usage 
s tony in place s  l S ft Dept over shaded rights granted by owning 

� 

Senitoa 0 3 1 0  Old alluvium l S ft x Agriculture Secondary forest , Good D i sputed land Kema n i  Thongo ; fathe r ,  
l S ft D e  pt over shaded a Kema n i  Gaub at a ,  claims 

ownership o f  land 

Muanivatu 380 0 Old alluvium 1 5 ft x Agriculture Secondary forest , Neglected D isputed land Mala it an ,  u sage right s 
1 5 ft D e  p t  over shaded extended by one of r ival 

c laimants 

Qaraqara 0 1 2 7  O l d  alluvium 15 ft x Agr i cu lture Coconut grove, Good Kema ni Gaubata Kema n i  Thongo , h i s  father 
1 5 ft Dept over shaded is e lder of owning � 

S akivaka 0 220 Old alluvium 1 5 ft x Agriculture Secondary forest Neglected Kema ni Gaubata Kema n i  Thimbo , u s age 
1 5 ft De pt over shaded righ t s  granted by owning 

� 

Bose 0 550 Old alluvium 15 ft x Agricu 1 tu re Secondary forest , Neglected Kema ni Gaubata Kema n i  Thimbo , u sage 
1 5 ft Dept over shaded r ights granted by owning 

� N 0 1--' 
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1 9 6 3  the s e  were  s o l d  ( at te n p o d s  f o r  10� ) 1 for fur ther 
p l ant ing in T adhimboko and beyond . No wet b eans were  
produced . But  a s  o ther c ocoa  p l ot s  in Tadhimboko and 
o ther par t s  o f  Guadal canal came into b ear ing , it  became 
e s s ent i al t o  proce s s  wet b e an s  int o dr ied coco a . E ar ly 
in 1 963  the D epartment o f  Agr icul tur e s t ar t ed t o  r egul arly 
co l l e ct wet bean s  fr om Guada l canal coc o a  gr ower s acce s s ­
ib l e  b y  r oad from Honiara . That year Vou z a  a l one cont r i ­
but ed T adh imboko We s t ' s  share o f  wet bean s  wh ich was 3 8  
per cent o f  the t ot a l  vo lume proce s sed  i n  Honi ara ( see  
T ab l e  1 0 . 5 ) . Al though Vou z a ' s  t ot a l  wet b e an product ion 
incre ased  by mor e than 2 70 p er cent dur ing 1 9 63 - 6 6 , h i s  
shar e o f  t ot al product ion de cre a s ed r e l at ively as  o the r 
cocoa p l o t s  in Roroni came int o produ ct ion . Cocoa  pro­
ducer s from T adh imboko We st  account ed  for  a lmo st  3 2  per 
cent o f  the t o t a l  wet beans pro c e s sed  in Honiara dur ing 
1 96 3 - 6 6 ; Vouza  al one c ont ributed 25  per cent of the 
t o t al . 2 The y i e l d s  from cocoa in T adh imboko We s t  in 
1 9 6 6  c omp are favour ab ly wi th the yield  obt a ined by GPL 
at T e t ere  in 1 965 3 ( see T ab l e  1 0 . 6 ) . But T adhimb oko ' s  
high pr oduct ivity  i s  pr imar i l y  due t o  the high y i e l d s  
ob t a ined on Vou z a ' s  c o coa  p l ot . I f  h i s  1 9 6 6  product ion 
is exc luded , the produ ct iv ity of the r emaining Me l ane s i an 
cocoa p l o t s  in T adhimb oko We st  fal l s  t o  s l ight ly be l ow 
that o f  GPL ( see T ab l e 1 0 . 6 ) . Vouza ' s  high l evel o f  
pro du c t iv ity i s  l ar ge ly the result  o f  car e fu l maint en­
ance , adequate shade , and above al l the very high fer ­
t il ity l eve l o f  the r e cent a l l uvium on whi ch the bear ing 
cocoa now thr ive s .  Al l other cocoa in the region ut i l ­
i s e s  l e s s  fer t i l e  o l der al luv ium . 

Wet  b ean produ ct i on in T adh imboko We st  dur ing 1 9 63 - 66 
fol l owed a s e a s onal patt ern : pr oduct i on o f  wet b e an s  r o se 
markedly dur ing the mid-ye ar and end- o f -year months , 
e sp e c ial ly the l at t er ( see  T ab l e  1 0 . 7 ) .  Product i on in 
1 96 6 , when ne arly a l l  cocoa owner s  in Ror oni s o l d  wet 
bean s , r o se and fe l l  for the f ir st t ime fr om month t o  
month , whi l e  the two main flu sh periods  wer e  s t i l l  ma in-

1 Vouz a  wa s p a id a r e l a t ively high pr ice per cocoa pod 
because hi s pods  were  much l ar ger than tho se produced 
e l sewhere in t he S o l omon s . 
2 V i s al e , T adhimb oko E a s t  and Mal ango , in that or der , 
supp l ie d  the remainder . 
3 GPL d i d  not harve s t  any wet beans fr om it s coc o a  p l ot 
at Tetere dur ing 1 96 6 . 



T ab l e  1 0 . 5 

Wet coc oa b e ans  col l e ct e d  in  T adhimboko We s t  for pr o ce s s ing in H on i ar a , 
c omp ared wit h  r emainder o f  Guadal c ana l , 1 963 - 6 6  

1 96 3  
Pr oducer Volume % o f  

( lb ) t o t a l  

Vou za 7 7 1  
Mat ia O 
Vakaot i  0 
Raso l ea 0 
Bogiwalu 0 
Lo s eyaqona 0 
Total 7 7 1  Tadhimboko W e s t  
T o t a l  
other par t s  o f  1 ,256 
Guadal canal 

3 8 . 04 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

38 . 04 

6 1 . 9 6 

Gr and t o t a l  2, 0 2  7 100 . 00  

1 964 
Volume % o f  

( l b ) t o t a l  

7 7 1  
1 3 2  

0 
0 
0 
0 

903  

2 , 5 7 3  

2 2 . 1 8  
3 . 80 
0 
0 
0 
0 

25 . 98 

7 4 . 02 

3 , 4 7 6  1 00 . 00 

1 9 65 
Volume % o f  

( l b ) t ot a l  

1 , 6 24 
43 9 
1 5 4  

0 
1 0  
1 3  

2 ,. 240 

5 , 3 93 

2 1 . 28 
5 0 75  
2 . 02 
0 
0 .  1 3  
0 . 1 7 

2 9 . 35 

7 0 . 65 

7 , 6 3 3  100 . 00 

1 96 6  
Volume % o f  

( lb ) t o t a l  

2 , 9 7 1  
5 5 5  
2 9 2  

1 8  
1 8  
1 0  

3 , 8 64 

2 6 . 58 
4 . 9 7  
2 . 61 
0 . 1 6 
0 . 1 6 
0 . 09 

34 . 57 

7 , 31 2  6 5 . 43 

1 1  ' 1 7 6 100 . 00 

T o t a l  
Volume % o f  grand 

( lb ) t o t a l  

6 , 1 3 7  
1 , 1 26 

446 
1 8  
2 8  
2 3  

7 '  7 78 

1 6 , 53 4  

25 . 24 
4 . 63 
1 . 83 
0 . 0 7 
0 . 1 2 
0 . 10 

3 1 . 9 9 

68 . 0 1 

24 , 31 2  1 00 . 00 

S ource : BS IP D epartment o f  Agr icul t ur e ,  ' R e cord s  o f  purchas e  o f  wet b eans ' ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  Hon i ar a 

N 0 w 



T ab le 1 0 . 6 

C omparat ive y ie l d s  o f  dry and wet cocoa  b e ans in T adh imboko We st , 1 96 6  

Produ cer 

No . o f  Wet b e an s  W e t  b e ans Dry b e an s  D r y  be ans Wet beans bear ing 
( lb ) cocoa p er t r ee per acre per tree per acre 

t r e e s  ( lb ) ( lb ) ( lb ) ( lb ) 

Vou z a.. 2 , 9 7 1  3 8 0  7 . 8 2 1 , 74 1 . 7 6  3 . 3 6 748 . 96 

Other E a s t  T adh imboko 8 9 3  7 90 1 . 1 3 248 . 74 0 . 4 9 1 0 6 . 9 6  

Tadhimboko We st 3 , 8 64 1 , 1 70 3 . 30 7 2 7 . 68 1 . 46  3 1 2 . 90 

GPL ( 1 9 65 ) 2 , 8 60 1 , 800 1 . 5 9 3 5 3 . 08 0 . 68 1 5 1 . 8 2 

S our ce : BS IP Depar tment o f  Agr i cultur e , ' Rec or d s  o f  pur cha se  o f  wet b e an s ' ( 1 9 6 6 ) , Hon i ar a 

N 0 -!> 



Year January February 

1 9 6 3  2 1  0 

1 9 64 60 0 

1 9 65 3 04 6 1  

1 9 6 6  84 1 0 3  

T o t a l  4 6 9  1 64 

Average 
monthly 1 1 7  8 2  
produc t i on 

T ab l e  1 0 . 7  

Monthly wet b e an pr odu c t i on in Tadhimb oko We s t , 1 96 3 -6 6  
( lb )  

March Apr il May June July Augu s t  S e p t ember October 

0 0 28 0 2 3 3  80 70 1 6 9  

7 0 0 0 1 4 6  0 60 64 '21 3  

0 25 7 2 2 3  0 4 5 7  0 0 2 7 6  

6 9  3 7 1  1 34 1 5 1  6 7 9  105 5 1 9  6 7 0  

1 3 9  628 385 2 9 7  1, 369  245  653  1 , 3 28 

7 0  3 1 4  1 28 1 4 9  4 5 6  8 2  2 18 3 3 2  

S our c e : B S IP D epa.rtment o f  Agr icul ture ,  ' Re c or d s  o f  c o c o a  pur chas e ' ( 1 96 3 -6 6 ) ,  Honiara 

November D e c ember 

0 1 70 

1 7 3  1 1 7  

5 7 6  8 6  

5 55 4 24 

1 , 304 7 9 7  

4 3 5  1 9 9  

T o t a l  
p e r  annum 

7 7 1  

903 

2 , 240 

3 , 86 4  

7 , 7 78 

1 , 944 

N 0 V1 
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t a ined . However , 5 6  per cen t  o f  the t ot al wet bean s  p r o ­
duc ed by T adhimboko We st  i n  1 9 6 6  wa s s o l d  be tween S ep t em­
b er and December . 

The o f ficial  view i s  tha t  a l o c al i ty mu s t  cont ain at  
least  2 , 000 bear ing trees  b e fore  i t  c an e conomic a l ly sup ­
port a sma l l  co coa proce s s ing un it . l I f  al l coc o a  p l o t s  
i n  T adh imboko We st  receive adequate  hu sbandry , t h e  r e g ion 
shou l d  r each that p o s it i on about 1 9 68 . 2 At  pr e sent , how­
ever , a l l  wet cocoa  beans produ ced in the acce s s ib l e  
p art s o f  Guada l canal are co l l e ct e d  o n  the spot  and pur ­
cha sed  by the D ep artment o f  Agr icul tur e at 3 C  per lb and 
proce s sed by it in Honiara u s ing a Kukum dr ier . 3 At 
f ir s t cocoa was c o l l e c t e d  on a monthly b as i s  but t r ip s  
became mor e frequent a s  product i on incr e a s ed . 4 The dry 
cocoa thu s  produced is marketed by Government thr ough a 
L ondon broker . 

The Government expect s that u l t imat e l y  the pr oducer s 
themselve s wi l l  hand le  not only the growing o f  the cr op 
but al s o  i t s  proce s s ing and marke t ing . Le gi s l at i on has 
been p a s sed for the format ion of a st atutory corp orat i on 
t o  handl e  al l mat t e r s  pert a ining t o  the indu s t ry ( Ordinance 
no . 34  o f  1 963 ) , but the p r e s ent l ow wor l d  pr ice o f  cocoa 
and the weak financ ial  p o s i t ion o f  the cocoa  indu stry as  
a who l e  prevent it s imp l emen t a t i on . Government there fore 
cont inu e s  t o  marke t  and proce s s  the cr op , e spe c ia l ly in 
area s  ou t s ide the We s t ern S o l omons . The proce s s ing o f  
wet cocoa  b e an s  involve s c ompl icated pr ocedur e s  and i t  
will  b e  s ome t ime be fore Me l ane s ian producer s c an pr oduce 
dry co coa  of a marke t ab l e  st andard . However , Me l ane s ians 
in the We s t ern S o l omon s are handl ing , with o ff i c i a l  gu id­
ance , all  a s pect s of  the ir co coa indu st ry . C ocoa  grower s 

Government p o l i cy with regard t o  cocoa  pr o ce s s ing was 
p r e s ent e d  in BS IP ( 1 9 6 1 ) . Br ie fly the ma in conclu s ion 
reached was that l arge , cent ra l i sed proce s s ing uni t s  u s ing 
l arge , ho t -a ir dr i e r s  wou l d  be bu i l t , but in are a s  where 
product i on wa s smal l ,  Kukum dr ier s wou l d  be  u t i l i s ed . 
2 However , thi s  was no t actual ly achieved . 
3 In Auki , Mal ait a , a price  d i f ferent ial  o f  0 . S c i s  p aid 
if the grower brings  his cocoa to the ferment ary . 
4 There were 1 0  t r ip s  in Tadhimboko dur ing 1 96 3 , and 18  
in 1 9 66 . 
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there have formed smal l  cocoa-pr o ce s s ing co-op erat ive s 
whic h buy and pro ce s s  member s ' cocoa . Me l ane s ian fermen­
t ary managers have been trained in cocoa  proces sing by 
the Department o f  Agr i cu l ture at i t s  G i z o  ferment ary . 
The se  smal l pr imary s o c ie t i e s  have formed themse lve s int o 
a co-operat ive market ing a s s o c i at ion wh ich gr ade s and 
s e l l s  the dr ied beans  over se a s . Th i s  group produ ced 
1 4 . 5  t on s  of dry cocoa  or near ly 21  p er cent of the 
t o t a l  S ol omons ' produ c t i on in 1 9 65 . 

Unt il the S o l omon I s l ands  C o coa  C orp orat ion is  e s t ab­
l i shed , the Government wi l l  cont inue  t o  co l l ect , proce s s  
and market much o f  the cocoa pr oduc ed . O f f i c i al s r ecog­
nise it  a s  a ne ce s sary bur den on the Governme nt ' s  meagr e 
f inancial  re sour ce s  b e cau s e  the indu s t ry it s e l f i s  not 
yet  ab l e  to undert ake all servi ce s a s so c i at ed wi th coc o a  
pr o duc t i on . l 

Re l at ive r eturns from cocoa and coconu t s . The income s 
e arned from cocoa by T adhimb oko produ ce r s  b etween 1 9 63 
and 1 9 6 6  are shown in T ab l e  1 0 . 8 .  Vou z a ' s  superior p o s i -

Tab l e  1 0 . 8  

C o coa  income s o f  Tadhimboko cocoa  producer s ,  1 9 63 - 6 6  
( $ ) 

Vouz a  28 . 3 9 29 . 1 3 58  . 11  8 9 . 1 3 2 04 . 7 6 
Mat ia 0 4 . 94 1 5 . 68 1 6 . 65 3 7 . 2 7  
Vakaot i  0 0 5 . 43 8 .  7 6  14 . 1 9 
Ra s o  l e a  0 0 0 0 . 54 0 . 54 
Bogiwalu 0 0 0 . 38 0 . 54 0 . 9 2  
L o s eyag ona 0 0 0 . 45 0 . 30 0 . 75 
T o t al 28 . 3 9 34 . 0 7 8 0 . 0 5 1 1 5 . 9 2  258 . 43 

S our ce : BS IP D epartment of Agr i cultur e , ' Re c or d s  o f  cocoa 
pur cha s e ' ( 1 9 63 - 6 6 ) , Hon i ara . 

Dur ing 1 9 6 6 , for ins t ance , Hon i ar a  pr oduced about 2 . 1 5 
ton s  o f  dry cocoa b e ans . On an aver age p r i ce of  $460 per 
ton , the se  wou l d  have fet ched about $ 980 in the L ondon 
market . Th i s  money is not su f f i cient to cover a 30 per 
cent depr e c iat ion per annum on the va lue of a Landr over 
u sed in c o co a  co l l ect i on which i s  valued at approxima t e ly 
$ 3 , 500 ( l anded Honiar a ) . 
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t ion a s  a cocoa produ cer i s  obvi ous , a s  i s  the incre a s e  
i n  indiv i dual  and t ot al annual  coco a in comes dur ing the 
per i od . In 1 9 6 6  the aver age r eturn t o  the Tadh imboko 
producer was $ 2 1 . 8 3 p er acre p er annum , due l ar ge ly t o  
Vou z a ' s income o f  about $ 5 1  5 2  per acre per annum . Vou z a ' s 
l eve l o f  cash return fr om cocoa  i s  far ab ove the average 
return from copra wh i ch ,  with a mean y i e l d  of 4 . 6  cwt p er 
acre per  annum and an aver age p r i ce o f  3 . 8� per  lb  o ffered

1 by the l o cal Chinese tr ader , i s  $ 1 9 . 5 7 p er acre per  annum . 
However ,  the average cash r eturn fr om cocoa for the region 
a s  a whol e  is s imi l ar to  that from copr a . 

C oconut cont inue s t o  b e  the more  popul ar c a sh crop from 
the p o in t  o f  v i ew o f  p l ant ing progr e s s  and number o f  pr o ­
ducer s .  Al l T adhimboko p l ant coconut , but very few have 
p l anted cocoa s ince it was intr odu ced in 1 953 . Al though 
there  was a r ap id exp an s i on in T adh imboko cocoa p l ant ing 
in 1 96 3 - 64 , none was p l anted a ft er 1 9 64 . 2 Unl ike cocoa , 
coconu t s  for fur ther p l ant ing have alway s b een ava i l ab l e  
l o cal l y  and d o  n o t  nece s sar ily  have t o  b e  pur chas e d  wi th 
cash . Indeed , the supply o f  cocoa  pods  for more p l ant ing 
on Guadal canal has not kep t  pace with demand . 3 In it s 
e ar ly s t ag e s  o f  growth , cocoa r equire s such me a sure s a s  
the prov i s i on o f  shade and wee d  c l e ar ing . T adh imb oko d o  
n o t  r egard the s e  measur e s  a s  v i t a l  for co conut growing . 
In l ocal  c on cep t i on non- adherence t o  them in regar d t o  
coconut grove s t end s t o  b a l ance ou t the l onger period  
a ft e r  p l ant ing b e fore the  p a lms b e ar nut s . The c os t s  of  
government serv i ce s  in c o coa proce s s ing and marke t ing ar e 
spared the coc oa pr oducer , yet  Tadh imboko s t i l l  receive 
s l i ght ly mor e  from the Chine s e  tr ader f or one lb of c opr a 
than from the Government for one lb o f  wet cocoa  bean s . 
Thi s  r e l at ive advant age seems an e f fect ive incent ive t o  
cont inue  copra product ion d e s p i t e  the gr eater e ffort  in­
volved . 

BS IP D ep ar tment o f  Agr i cul ture , ' Re c or d s  o f  coc o a  pur ­
chas e ' ( 1 9 63 - 6 6 ) , Hon i ar a . 
2 In 1 9 65  the D epartment o f  Agr i cu l tur e  actual ly di s cour ­
aged gr ower s from p l ant ing new areas , but exhor t e d  them 
to maint ain their present grove s ( BS IP Annual Repor t for 
1 9 6 6  ( 1 9 6  7 :  5)) . 
3 F i e l d  o f f i cer , E a s t -C ent r a l  S o l omon s , ' Annua l r ep ort  
for  1 9 64 ' , p . 2 , unpub l i shed . 



2 09 

C at t l e  gr az ing 

In 1 9 6 7  there wer e  8 , 78 6  head of cat t l e ( in 1 5 6  herd s ) 
in the S ol omon s , l o f  whi ch about 4 , 000 bel onged t o  LPPL . 
Thi s  f i gure was increased above the pre-war t o t a l 2 in 
Augu st  1 965  when GPL , LPPL and t he Government impor t e d  
6 0 0  h e a d  o f  c at t l e  fr om Au s t r al i a .  Her e for d and Z ebu 
breeds  were dominant in the pre -war herds  and are s t i l l  
s o  t oday , a l though mo s t  recent impor t s  wer e Au s t r al ian 
I l l awarr a  S hor thorn . 

Both b e fore the war and t oday p l antat ion cat t l e  have 
been u se d  almo s t  exc lu s ive ly for weed  cont r ol , although 
they prov ide some fre sh meat for p l antat ion l ab our er s .  
There i s  in t he S ol omon s , however , a fre sh-me at market 
mu ch l ar ger than be for e  the war , and it s pr e sence i s  
st imul a t ing a new appr oach . LPPL pl an t o  bu i l d  up the 
pre s ent her d t o  about 1 0 , 000 he ad o f  cat t l e . T ogether 
wi th the herd of GPL , the cat t l e  of LPPL wi l l  u l t imat e ly 
prov ide fre sh meat for l ocal c onsump t ion ,  e sp e c ial ly in 
Hon i ar a . 3 Mi s s i on s t at i on s  also  run smal l her d s  t o  
supply mi l k ,  and occas i onal ly meat , for the ir s t a f f  and 
other worker s .  

On the Guad a l c anal P l ains the T adhimboko appr e c i at e  
the value o f  cat t l e b oth from ob s erving the p l antat ion 
and mi s s ion pract i ce o f  running them under co conut s and 
by wor king in the se  inst itut ion s . The ir int ere s t  in 
cat t l e  owner ship  has increa s ed great ly s ince the war . 
The gra s s ed ar e a s  o f  the Guadal canal P l a in s  appear t o  
be  eminent ly suitab l e  for cat t l e  gr a z ing . However , l ack 
of a breedin g  herd as a s our ce of supply has pr event e d  
many potent ial  cat t le - owne r s  from ob t a in ing suitab l e  
st ock t o  gr aze  the ir coc onut gr ove s , and the cap i t a l ­
int ens ive natur e o f  a ful l cat t le enterpr i s e  wou l d  l imi t 
it s feas ib il ity t o  a few indiv i du al s . 

BS IP N ews Sheet , no . 4  o f  1 9 68 , p . 6 .  
2 There were  about 8 , 445 head o f  cat t le in the S o l omons 
in 1 940 . Dur ing the war many r an wi l d  or wer e  s l aught ered 
for army r at ion s , e sp e c i a l ly in the Ru s se l l  I s l ands  ( BS IP 
Annua l  Report for 1 946 ( 1 94 7 )l 
3 Meat o f  a l l  kind s impor ted into the S o l omons dur ing 1 9 6 6  
was valued a t  $403 , 00 1  ( BS lP Annual Repor t for 1 9 6 6 (1 9 6 7 : 
1 0 0 )). 
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P ar t  o f  t he or iginal con cept o f  the I lu Farm s cheme 
wa s t o  deve l op a b a s i c  stud herd from wh ich breed ing s t o ck 
cou l d  b e  s upp l ied and a l s o  t o  organ i s e  the proj e c t  a s  a 
commercial  cat t l e -ra i s ing s cheme . Both ob j e ct ive s proved 
une c onomic  be cause of s t a f f  short age s ,  insu f fic ient ly 
deve l oped pastur e s  and inadequate shade . However , both 
Ilu and Kukum have suppl ied s ome cat t l e  to int ere s t ed 
Tadhimboko and some wer e  a l s o  bou ght fr om mis s ion s t at i on s . 
From Kukum have al so  come r ecommended pa s t ur e  gr a s s e s  such 
a s  B at iki b lue  ( I s chaemum ind i cum ) , Centro ( C entrosema 
pube s cens ) ,  and Pango l a  gr as s (Digiteria  de cumbens ) . 

After the I lu s cheme wa s ab andoned in 1 955 , Governme nt ' s  
ro l e  in the f i e l d  o f  cat t l e  ext ens ion work a s sumed mod e s t  
proport ion s , a s  s t a f f  and f inanc ial r e s our ce s wer e  con­
centrated on copr a and co co a . Even s o , a fence and s t o ck­
yard sub s i dy was provided t o  int ere s te d  farmer s , l gra s s  
s e e d s  from Kukum wer e  d i s tr ibut ed , and cat t l e  wer e  insp e c ­
t ed and t e s t e d  b y  a veter inary consu l t ant . 2 

The fen cing sub s idy s cheme operat ed fr om 1 958  unt i l  March 
1 9 64 , dur ing whi ch t ime 80 sub s id ie s  valued at $ 18 , 3 2 6  
wer e  grant e d . O f  the s e , 3 3  sub s id i e s  with a t o t a l  c a sh 
value o f  $ 3 , 54 2 , or 1 9 . 3 3 per cent o f  the t ot al , went t o  
S o l omon I s l ander s . The per cent age shar e s  o f  p l ant at ions 
and m i s s i on s  wer e  5 2 . 25 per cent and 28 . 4 2 per cent 
r e sp e ct ive ly . T o  repl ace the fence  sub s i dy Government 
al l o cated  $ 20 , 000  fr om the J ap ane s e  War Repar at ion Account 
t o  finance a fre ight sub s idy on imp or t ed cat t l e . Thi s wi l l  
make direct  and sub s t an t i a l  f inan c i al a s s i s t ance t o  smal l 
Me l ane s i an cat t l e - farmer s - the gr oup mo s t  in need o f  it  -
r ather uncer t ain . In fact , only GPL and LPPL - b oth l ar ge 
exp atr iate  ent erpr i s e s  - have b ene f i t ed fr om thi s  s cheme 
( BS IP D ep artment o f  Agr i cu l ture , Annual Rep or t for 1 9 64-
1 9 65 : 8 and 2 1 ) . At the December 1 9 6 7  s e s s i on o f  the 
Leg i s l at ive C ounci l ,  the Government wa s a s ked about the 
p o s s ib i l ity of r e introducing the fenc ing sub s idy .  Th e 
D irector o f  Agr icul tur e r ep l ied that the s cheme was d i s ­
cont inued only b e c au se there had been no app l i cat i on s  for 
two year s . However , the S ol omon s ' deve l opment p l an s t i l l  
had provi s ion for such a sub s idy wher eby Government wou l d  
p ay three -quar t e r s  o f  the co s t  o f  wir e , u p  t o  $ 3 00 a mil e , 
with a maximum o f  $ 90 0  per app l ic ant ( BS IP News Sheet , 
no . 23 o f  1 9 6 7 , p . 6 ) .  
2 A vet er inary consul t ant from the Univer s ity o f  Queens­
l and has b een v i s it ing the  S o l omons s ince  1 9 60 . A ful l ­
t ime v e t er inary o f ficer was app o int ed in 1 9 6 7 . 
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T adhimboko cat t l e - owner s .  Dur ing 1 96 6  onl y  s ix ind iv­
idual s owned the thirty-two cat t l e  in the reg ion . A 
det a i l ed analy s i s  o f  how two o f  them ob t ained cat t le and 
cap i t al and encl o se d  the r equir ed l and wi l l  i l lustrate  
the  main  facto r s  involved in  contemporary  Me l ane s i an 
catt l e  ent erpr i s e s  ( see  a l s o  T ab l e  1 0 . 9 ) . 

Tab l e  1 0 . 9 

C o s t  o f  founda t i on s t o ck ( $ )  
C o st o f  wir e , t imber for s t o ckyar d  

a n d  na i l s ( $ )  
H ired l abour ( $ )  
Transport o f  p o s t s ( $ ) 

Total  c o s t  ( $ )  
Le s s  fence sub s idy ( $ )  

Net co s t  ( $ ) 
Total  a cr eage fenced 
Net  co st  of e s t ab l i shment per 

acre ( $ )  
Numbe r  o f  cat t le grazed 

90 . 00 

5 72 . 5 0 

78 . 00 
0 

740 . 50 
480 . 00 
260 . 50 

1 . 3 0 

2 5  

40 . 00 

143 . 00 

3 7 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

230 . 00 
1 0 7 . 20 
1 22 . 80 

8 . 1 9 

3 

S aki owned 25 o f  the 3 2  head o f  cat t l e  in Tadh imboko 
We s t  in 1 96 6  - 2 bul l s  and 2� cows inc lud ing hei fer 
c a lve s . He made thr ee separate  pur chas e s of s t o ck 
b etween 1 95 5  and 1 9 63 at an aver age co s t  o f  $ 14 per 
head . l His herd of cat t le , c ontaining a mixture o f  
Here ford and Z ebu breed s , incr e ased  from 2 i n  1 95 5  
t o  25  in 1 9 66 . The are a  o f  l and enc l o sed has r i s en 
from 2 0  t o  200 acre s , thu s  maint ainin g  the ava i l ab l e  
acre age o f  unimproved p a s ture l and per animal a t  a 
fairly high l eve l . 2 The enc l o sed gr az ing l and i s  

Hi s foundat ion s t ock wer e  pur chased from I l u  Farm , Pawa 
Me l ane s ian Mi s s i on s choo l in the E a s t ern D i strict , and 
Tenaru Roman C atho l i c  mi s s i on s t a t i on . 
2 The vet er inary consu l t ant c on s idered that , under 
S o l omons ' cond i t ion s , four acr e s  of unimproved p a s tur e  
wou l d  provide su f fi c ient feed for one b e a s t  ( unpub l i shed 
r ep or t  of veter inary consu l t ant , Honiar a ,  1 964 ) . 
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imme d iately s outh o f  Ko l i  v i l l age . Al though S aki 
ha s p l anted s ome introdu ced p a s ture sp e c i e s  in 
i s o l at e d  clump s ,  they have not been firmly e s t ab ­
l i shed and more than 90  p e r  cent o f  h i s  encl o s ed 
l and i s  s t i l l  under secondary gr owth and Themed a  
( see  Pl ate  1 0 . 1 ) . Unl ike other T adhimb oko who 
have embarked on a cat t l e  ventur e , S aki ha s enc l o sed 
only the gr a s s  and bu sh l and c ontain in g  few or no 
coconut p a lms . At the same t ime new gr a s s e s  wer e  
n o t  give n a chance  t o  e s t ab l i sh themse lve s .  Ino ­
carpus  spp . and  b anyan pr ovide adequat e shade for 
th e cat t l e . The s e  trees  ar e crowded a l ong the 
e a s t ern perime t er o f  t he encl o sed land and appear 
t o  fol l ow a minor wat er - cour s e  whi ch is the ma in 
s our ce o f  wat er for the s t o ck . Thi s sma l l  cr eek i s  
unr e l iab l e  s ince i t  dr i e s  u p  r ap i dly under pr o l onged 
spe l l s  of  dry weather ; in mid - 1 96 3  l ack of wat er r e ­
sul t ed in t h e  l os s o f  two one -month-ol d calve s . Al ­
though S aki ' s  cat t l e  are qu iet and appear t o  be 
r e a s onab l y  hea l thy , they have not b een t e s t e d  for 
b ov ine tubercu l o s i s  and other cat t l e  d i s e a s e s ,  
d e s pi t e  the fact that the ve t er inary c on su l t ant 
v i s i te d  the S o l omons s ix t ime s between 1 9 60 and 
1 9 65 . Mo st  of the enc l o s ed l and b e l ongs to S aki ' s 
mama t a  o f  whi ch h e  i s  the senior mal e  memb er . A 
sma l l  proport ion o f  the enc l o se d  land which was 
fenced mo s t  recent l y  ( J anuary 1 96 7 )  b e l ongs t o  a 
separat e mamat a o f  Kema n i  Gaubata  who agr eed 
dur ing 1 9 66  that S aki cou l d  encl o se it . F enc ing 
wire , na il s and t imber f or the s t ockyard c l a imed 
7 7  per cent o f  t o t al cap i t al out l ay .  However , 
the fencing sub s idy o f f  set  64 p er cent o f  the t otal  
c o s t . As in h i s  co conut  p l an t ing ent erpri s e , S aki 
u s e d  b o th hired and ' ob l igat ory ' l abour in the 
cons truct ion o f  h is cat t l e fence . The e i ght l abour ­
er s r emunerated in cash ( see  T ab l e  1 0 . 9 ) received 
an average o f  $ 9 . 7 6  each . In other word s ,  S aki 
spent an average of 3 9 �  p er acre for the l ab our of 
tho se  non-Tadhimboko and non-kin who erected h i s  
catt l e  fen ce and were paid  in cash . T adhimboko who 
d i d  not r eceive proper c a sh p ayment s o on a f t er 
comp l et in g  the i r  par t o f  the t a s k  were member s o f  
h i s  mamat a and o ther c l o s e  re l at ive s .  They nor ­
mal ly r eceived p ayment in kind . For examp l e , when 
S aki ' s  brother - in- l aw wa s at Papagu in 1 9 63 he cut 
about 1 00 mamavua ( S e cur inega f l exu o s a )  pos t s  which 
wer e  r equir e d  for the ext ens i on and repair o f  S aki ' s 



P l at e  1 0 . 1 .  S aki ' s  c at t l e  and unimprove d p a s t ur e  
gr a s s e s  

P l at e  1 0 . 2 .  L a ck o f  suit ab l e  pasture f orce s this  
catt le owner to  fee d c a s sava l eave s  
t o  h i s s tock 

21 3 
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cat t l e  fen ce at the t ime the l at t er r e ce ived the 
fencing s ub s idy . Had he not b e en a r e l at ive , S aki 
wou l d  have paid him the s ame rate  ( 1 5 �  per pos t )  
paid  t o  non-T adhimb oko . Bu t thi s rel at ive pre ferred 
t o  accumu l at e  a s t or e  o f  cr edit wi th the b ig -man 
unt i l  the need ar os e for i t s ut i l i s at i on . Ano ther 
c l o s e  re l at ive who con s t ant ly he l pe d  S aki in h is 

cat t l e  ent erpr i s e wa s Nabar o o f  S op aper a and a Kema 

ni Thongo N ab ar o ' s  father was an e l der br other o f  
S aki ' s  mother ( hi s un c l e ) . Dur ing 1 9 65 - 6 6 S aki 
gav e  N abar o $ 60 to help the l at t er f inance the 
e du c at ion of hi s daught er at Bungana mi s si on s choo l  
in Ngge l a . A s ign i f i cant var i at i on i n  the way the 
l ab our o f  the Tadh imb oko wa s r emunerated by S ak i in 
1 9 63 r e su l t e d  i n  a s l ight d iminu t i on of hi s herd . 
Much of the work r e qu i r e d  in the r epair o f  the o l d  
fence and t h e  ere ct i on o f  n e w  one s i n  that y e ar 
was undertaken by three Kema ni G aub at a men . Al ­
though o ther T adh imb o ko ar ound Ko l i  a s s i s t ed in 
the work at  var iou s t ime s ,  the s e  t hr e e  men had 
arranged wi th S aki that they woul d  con stru ct t he 
fence . The work was comp l et ed in ab out two weeks . 
At the conclus ion o f  the task , S aki o f fered t o  p ay 
the men a t o t a l  o f  $ 60 in cash . They ind ic ated  
that they pre ferred t o  b e  r ewarded wi th a bul l 
cal f and a h e i fer cal f wi th whi ch t o  s t ar t  their 
own cat t le s cheme . Thi s  S aki did  with s ome r e lu c ­
t ance i n  v i ew o f  hi s own aim o f  bu i l d ing up h i s  
herd and the d i f f i cu l ty o f  ob t a ining repl acement 
s t o ck l oc a l ly or fr om over s e a s . Bu t s oc i al mor e s ,  
and the fact that the s e  Kema ni Gaubat a men had com­
p l et e d  t heir  p ar t  o f  t h e  ' contract ' ,  p er suaded S aki 
to y i e l d . To the s e  men , thi s was the l e a s t  expen­
s ive and l e a s t  di f f i cu l t  way o f  acqu ir ing cat t l e . 
Dur ing 1 9 64 the thr e e  me n bought the nece s sary  
fenc ing wir e and e ncl o s e d four a cre s of Themeda 
b e tween Mat aga Creek and Komuvaolu . N o  p a s t u r e  
sp e c ie s h a s  b e en e s t ab l i shed but the c at t l e  have 
an amp l e  supp ly of wat er and adequat e shade . They 
own the two c at t l e  j o int ly and ar e con s c iou s  o f  i t s 

ca sh po s s ib il it i e s . A l though S aki wi l l  not s e l l  h i s  
calve s for a cash r e t ur n , s ince 1 955  he has s o l d  five 
c ow s  l o cal ly for fea s t s at $50 each . C a sh r e tur n s  
s o  f ar have r e couped  almo s t  al l hi s cap i t al out l ay .  
An organ i sed  mar ket ing system and further incr e a s e  
i n  the her d ,  wi thout ext r a  c ap i t a l  expend itur e , 
wou l d  demonstrate  t o  the T adhimboko and the Govern-



ment al ike the p r o f i t ab i l ity o f  hi s cat t l e  s cheme 
a s  an economic ent erpr i se . 
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B a l e  enc l o sed 1 5  acr e s  o f  hi s mamat a  l and a t  T e aroku 
in 1 9 64 ;  1 0  acre s are under mamat a  coconu t s  whi l e  
Themed a  cover s the r ema ining acre s .  A smal l creek 
at the e a s t ern end o f  t he enc l o sure provide s wat er 
for hi s three cat t l e , al though thi s supply fail s 
occ a s i ona l ly . As  with S aki , Bale  ha s not succeeded 
in e s t ab l i shing intr oduced pasture gr a s s e s : the 
p l ant ing o f  new gr a s s e s  was pat chy and where  gr a s s  
was p l ant ed the p a s ture wa s never comp l e t e ly free 
of cat t l e  ( see  P l at e  1 0 . 2 ) . H i s  smal l her d  ha s 
a l so not  b een t e s t ed for b ovine tuber cul o s i s . Bale  
b ou ght a he i fer ca l f  and one bu l l  cal f from the 
T enaru Roman C atho l ic mi s s i on .  One he i fer cal f  wa s 
b orn l at e  in 1 966 . Bal e ' s c omp arat ive l y  high c o s t  
o f  e s t ab l i shment p er acr e ( see  T ab l e  1 0 . 9 ) r e f l ect s 
the r e l at ively high c o s t  o f  l abour and t r ansport o f  
mat erial s .  H e  emp l oyed  two gr oup s o f  b oy s  from 
Naj i l agu s chool , each for two days , t o  cut mamavua 
p o s t s a t  the rate  o f  5 0 �  per d ay . Fou r b oy s  
two d ay s  a t  5 0 9  p er day and another e l even b oy s  for 
two d ay s  at  the s ame d a i ly r at e , gave a t o t a l  expen­
ditur e  of $ 1 5 . The s e  boys wer e  a l so r e spons ib l e  
f or l o ad ing and unl oading the post s ont o  trucks 
which car t e d  them fr om the Nal imb iu are a  to T e aroku . 
As we l l  a s  a s s i s t ance from h i s  two s on s  and one 
Ma l a i t an in erect ing the fence , two other  Mal a i t ans  
wer e  hired  on a contractual ba s i s  t o  do  mo s t  of  the 
fence cons tr uct ion for one month e ar ly in 1 9 64 .  
For thi s they re ce ived $ 22 in cash . Thu s the cos t  
o f  l abour and t r an spor t o f  mater ial s averaged $ 3 . 1 5 
p er acr e . The corre spond ing f i gur e for S aki was 3 9 9 . 
Both men , however , have bene fit ed from the fencing 
and s t ockyard sub s idy ,  al though in B a l e ' s case  no 
s t o ckyar d  has yet b een con s t ruct e d . The nee d  for 
this t o  be  done may not  b e  very pr e s s ing in view 
o f  the pre sent sma l l  s iz e  o f  h is her d . Bal e ' s 
cat t le s cheme ha s a fur ther d isadvantage a s  he i s  
unl ike ly t o  b e  ab l e  t o  expand his  pre s ent gr az ing 
l and at  Tear oku . Ad j acent co conut l and b e l ongs  t o  
memb e r s  o f  another mama t a  who c ontempl at e  enc l o s ing 
it  whi l e  near ly al l the gra s s l and b etwe en G i lu t ae 
and Tenavatu i s  on a ninety -nine -year l e a s e  t o  t he 
Government . 

Pr o spect s .  C at t l e  gr az ing in _ Tadhimb oko i s  s t i l l  
l imited t o  a very sma l l  numb er o f  peop l e  be cau se  o f  
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both a l ack o f  s t o ck and the cap i t a l - inten s ive natur e  o f  
thi s  act ivity . It  i s  s ign i f i cant that 3 o f  the 6 T adhim­
b oko cat t l e - owner s t oday contr o l  l ar ge areas  o f  b ear ing 
p alms or have obt a ined cash fr om other sour c e s  to f inance 
the ir catt l e  pr oj ect s 

The Tadhimboko r eal i se the cash p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  
cat t l e , al though i t  i s  not c l ear whe ther cat t l e  have 
super seded p i g s  in their value s y s t em .  The sma l l  number 
of cat t l e  does not ind icate that t hi s  has happened yet . 
The ir act iv i t i e s  are cert ainly not ' a form o f  cargo  cul t ' , 
a s  was the opinion o f  s ome a gr i cu l tural o f f icer s in the 
C entral  S ol omons dur ing 1 9 6 2 - 64 . 

C er t a in weakne s se s  s t em from the T adhimboko c oncept ion 
of cat t l e  pr imar i l y  as a sub st itu t e  for weed ing their 
coconut gr ove s .  C at t l e  cannot c omp l e t e ly c ontrol  p a s ture , 
even a f t er new p a s ture gra s s e s  have b een firmly e s t ab l i sh­
ed . In T adhimboko , where  cat t l e  ar e grazed  under coco­
nut s ,  few at t empt s have been made t o  e s t abl i sh suit ab l e  
p a s ture gr a s s e s  al though some have b een p l anted . To  b e  
suc ce s s fu l , pa sture e s t abl i shment mu s t  b e  s een i n  the gen­
eral fr amework of p astur e  management and contro l led  gr a z ­
ing . Ther e i s  cl ear ly a n e e d  t o  r ep l ace Themeda , whi ch 
i s  s t i l l  the dominant p a s t ur e  specie s , with introduced 
gr a s s e s  and me chan i s at ion may be a nece s s ary corol l ary 
to p a s ture impr ovemen t . l The provi s ion of a r e l iab l e  
supp ly  o f  water for s t o c k  p o s e s  a ser ious prob l em t o  
cat t l e-owner s ,  par t i cu l ar ly dur ing l ong spe l l s  o f  dry 
weathe r . 

The fenc ing sub s idy s cheme sub s t ant ial ly r educed the 
c o s t  o f  fenc ing to  s ome T adhimb oko . Var ia t i ons  in ov er ­
a l l  c o s t  o f  e s t ab l i shment per acre r e f l ect  l oc a l  pr a c ­
t ic e s  and condit i on s , such a s  t h e  organi sat i on of  l abour , 
method s o f  r emunerat ion , and the transpor t and c o s t  o f  
s t ock and mat er i al s other than fence wir e . 

C at t l e  gr az ing in T adhimboko i s  l imited in i t s  expan­
s ion ,  p ar t i cu l ar ly to b etween the Na l imb iu and Met epono 

In 1 9 65 the Department of Agr icul ture l aid out a number 
of  exper imen t a l  p l o t s  on GPL l and at  Gavaga t o  ob s erve 
the growth o f  a number of p a stur e specie s . The gr a s s e s  
grew v i gor ou s l y , but such a d emons trat ion pr ob ab l y  had no 
impact on Me l ane s ian cat t l e  graz ing in the r egion . It  
wou l d  have been bet t er had  S aki ' s l and been u sed for  the 
tr ial  a s  GPL d i d  not need such a s s i s t ance . 
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r iver s and north o f  Muv ia , by l and a l i enat ion o f  the Gov­
ernment . The ir cat t le wi l l  be  con f ined t o  t he smal l and 
d i sper sed  coconut grove s ,  l ead in g  to a co st ly fra gment a ­
t ion o f  l abour , c a sh and ' ho l d ings ' .  W i th t h e  repl ace­
ment of  the fence sub s idy s cheme by the fre i ght sub s i dy 
s cheme , o f ficial  a s s i st an c e  for Me l an e s i an e f for t s  at 
cat t le graz ing s e ems even l e s s  than it was dur ing 1 958 - 64 . 



Chap t er 1 1  

C ommercial  ent erpr i s e s  

Trad e s t or e s  

The consumpt ion o f  trade good s in T adhimboko began with 
c ontact by European tr ader s in about the 1 8 60 s . The r e ­
cru itment o f  l abour f o r  Queens l and and F ij i be tween 1 8 7 1  and 
1 9 1 2 , permanen t  Eur ope an set t l ement in the 1 88 0 s , and the 
deve l opment o f  l and acqu i s i t ion s on the Guadal canal P l a in s  
b y  indivi dual tr.ader s and large exp at r i at e  comp ani e s  between 
the 1 88 0 s  and 1 9 20 , al l ensured a f l ow of t r ade goods t o  the 
Tadhimboko . 

W age emp l oyment in exp atr i at e  work-p l ace s be fore about 
1 960  was str i ct l y  r egul at ed by l aw .  A few S o l omon I s l and ­
e r s  had e a sy a cc e s s  to t r ade good s through paid  work , but 
the main centre s of commerce and t r ade goo d s  were d i s t ant 
from mo s t  vi l l ager s . Thu s the expans ion of smal l - trader 
act ivit i e s  c ou l d  b e  v iewed mainly a s  a r e sp on s e  t o  the 
demands  for tr ade goods  of v i l l ager s with s ome cash , but 
nowhere t o  spend i t . In T adh imb oko Me l ane s i an-produ ced 
copra encour aged Chine se  entr epreneur s t o  trade in - the 
region , both be for e and af t er Wor l d  War I I . 

S ol omon I s l ander s r e al i se that p r i c e s  demanded by 
trader s in the ir ou ter s t at ion s are much higher than 
Hon i ar a  pr ice s . The T adh imboko have a vague al though 
rea sonab l e  not ion that the Ch ine se  t r aders are pr o fit ing 
gr eat ly by the s al e  o f  s t or e  good s and the pur cha se  o f  
their c opr a ;  and they are app aren t l y  e s t ab l i shing trade ­
s t or e s  in order t o  shar e in thi s prof it , i f  not  to  try t o  
e l iminate  the Chin e s e  t r ader s , and t o  s at i s fy vi l l ager s ' 
demands for trade good s . 

Dur ing the 1 950 s there wa s a r ap i d  prol i ferat ion o f  
T adhimb oko tr ade s t ore s .  In 1 95 6 , for examp l e , the r e  were 
fourteen t r ade s t ore s and thr e e  b aker i e s  in Ror on i , Suag i  
and Gorab au . Thi s  deve l opment occurre d  dur ing the Mar ch­
ing Ru l e  and the d e s ir e  it generated  for t r ad e  good s . 
Mor eover , t r ade s t or e s  of fered a ready avenue by which t o  
invest  cash s aved and hoarded dur ing the war and income 
ob t ained c o l l e ct ing s cr ap-me t a l  dur ing 1 95 0 -5 3 . Govern­
ment had a l s o  adop ted  a mor e l iberal  p o l icy in grant ing 

2 1 8  
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1 . . . M 1 . l M d s tore i cenc e s  t o  enterpr i s ing e ane s i an s . ost  tra  e-
s t or e s  operat e d  dur ing this  t ime were indivi dual l y  owned 
and ent a i l e d  smal l  c apital  outl ays . rhe infrequent and 
unrel i ab l e  means o f  transpor t  into .. H oniara meant tha t  mos t  
funct i one d  very irre gular l y . 

Dur ing 1 9 6 6  s ixteen T a dh imboko s o l d  s t or e  goods for 
per i o ds o f  a t  l ea s t  one month ( see  Tab l e  1 1 . 1 ) ,  more than 
twi c e  the number of  tra ding l ic ence s  i s sue d  to them tha t  
year ( s ee Tab l e  1 1 . 2 ) . Obv i ou s l y  a number o f  t r a de s t or e s  
wer e  operated  without l icence s , ma inly because t_h e ir own2 
ers f ound i t  di f fi cuit · · to pay the $ 2 0  s tor e l icence  fee . 
S t or e  l icenc e s  c oul d l e ga l l y  b e  tran s ferr e d  from one 
opera t or to another provide d  the l i c ence was s t i l l  qirrent . 
But in T a dh imboko mos t  s t or e s  operated  f or l e s s  than twelve 
months ( see  T ab l e  1 1 . 1 ) . The people  b e l i eve tha t  a s t ore 
mus t operate  for twel ve months b e fore a new l ic enc·e become s 
nece s sary , irr e s p e c t ive o f  the per i o d  f or which the l ic ence 
was i ssued .  

Tabl e 1 1 . 1  

Number of  individua l s who s ol d s t or e  goods and per i o ds 
o f  operat i on ,  b y  vil lage , in  T a dh imboko We s t , 1 9 66 

V il l age 

Sua g i  3 8 , 7 , 6  
Gorab au 2 1 2 , 1 2 
Ror oni 4 1 0 , 5 , 3 , l  
P ar i s i si 1 3 
Tenahulu 1 5 
Tumurora l 4 
Kol i 1 1 2 
Makil e  2 9 , 2  

8 

T ot a l  1 6  

B S I P  Department o f  C o - operat ive S oc ie t ie s , Annual Re:eor t 
( 1 9 5 7 : 6 ) . 
2 Few s t ore s , however , operated  for l ong p er iods  a s  commer ­
c i al unde�t akings . T o  encoura ge the e s t ab l i shment o f  
s t ore s , the Gua dal canal C ounc i l  dec i de d  i n  1 9 6 7  t o  r e duce 
the s t or e  l ic ence fee to $ 1 0  wh ile increas ing the hawker 
l ic ence fee fr om $ 4  t o  $ 6  ( BSIP  News Shee t , no . 5  o f  1 9 68 , 
p . 3 ) .  
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Year 

1 9 64 
1 9 6 5  
1 9 66 

T ab l e  1 1 . 2  

9 
1 0  

6 

3 
5 

S our c e : Guadal canal  C ounc i l , ' Trading l ic ence b o ok ' , 
H oniara . 

Mos t  s t ore s in T a dh imboko c orrnnence bus ine s s  with inve s t ­
ment s o f  $ 20 t o  $ 30 , 1 and f a i l  t o  procee d b eyond thi s l evel 
of cap i t al i sat ion .  Many s t or e s  ar e not operated  as 
str i c t l y  c orrnner c ia l  undert ak ings ,  but pr ov i de s tore goods -
t inned f i sh and meat , r i c e , sugar and b i s cui t s  - f or c on­
sump t ion by  the owner s ' f ami l ie s . 

A l l  Ta dhimboko s t ore-operator s buy the ir s t ock a t  
r e t a i l  pr ice s e ither from Chine se  trader s o r  the Br i t i sh 
S ol omon I s l ands Trading C ompany in H oniara . The three 
Chine s e  trader s who most  regularly sel l goo ds to  T a dhim­
b oko s tore - owner s have been or are c l o s e l y  a s soc iat e d  with 
them in the ir var ious ec onomic  act ivi t ie s . 2 A l th ough mos t  
s tore - owner s mak e l it t l e  or n o  d irect  c a sh payme nt s  f or 
the del ivery of the ir goods , 3 the ir s a l e  pr i c e s  ar e from 
5 t o  6 6  per cent hi gher tha n pr eva i l ing H on iara  pr ices  
( see  Tab l e  1 1 . 3 ) . Such a prac t ice , r egar ded in o f f ic ia l  
quar ter s a s  gro s s  pr o f i te er ing , 4 c ontr ibutes  to  the 
T a dh imb oko view that t r a de s t or e s  shoul d b e  l ucra t ive 
enterpr is e s , irr e s pe c t ive of pr oper c o s t ing of opera t ions 

N a i t okatoka of Ror on i , for instance , c orrnnenced his s t or e  
with a n  ini t ial  cap ital  inve s tment of  $ 2 2 . 60 in one bag  
of  sugar , two t ins  o f  har d b i scuit s , and twi s t  t obacco 
2 The se  ar e H ing Mar , who buys T a dh imboko c opra on the spot 
and pr ovi de s  transpor t  t o  H oniar a ; L ow M ing , whom the Tad­
himboko we s t  fr om Kol i Point patroni s e d  in the tran sport 
busine s s ; an d Kwong Kwong ,  wh o se c oc onut s a t  Soso - east  
of  Gavaga Creek - gave wage openings to  s ome Tadhimb oko in 
the p a s t . 
3 Trade s t or e  goods ar e u sual l y  bought a t  marke t t imes and 
the return fare a l s o  c over s the transpor t  of the pa s s en­
ger ' s s t ore pur ch a s e s . 
4 B SIP  Depar tment of C o - operat ive S ociet i e s ,  Annual Report 
( 1 9 5 7 : 1 ) . 



Item 

One tin corned beef 

One tin corned mu tton 

One t in f i sh ( large ) 

One tin f i sh ( smal l )  

One t in o x  palm meat 

One t in s teak and onion 

One tin condensed milk 

One packet t ea ( small ) 

One p acket tea ( large ) 

One exercise book ( 1 6  l eav e s )  

One packet salt  ( sma l l )  

�ne packet c igarettes ( lO)  

One box matches 

One cake Lux soap 

One s t i ck tobacco 

Four hard biscuits 

One bot t l e  kerosene ( 13oz)  

Twelve oz rice 

One bar Sunlight s oap 

One packet chewing gum 

Twe 1 ve oz sugar 

One tin camp pie meat 

Tab l e  l l . 3  

A compari son o f  prices o f  store good s :  Honiara and two Tadhimboko traders ,  1 966 

Honiara 
pri.ce 

( cents )  

3 5  

3 8  

23 

1 2  

24 

2 2  

1 5  

10 

25 

10 

9 

1 5  

8 

10 

8 

25 

2 

8 

20 

Nait okatoka 1 s 
pr ice 

( cents )  

40 

40 

30 

15 

30 

30 

25 

1 5  

30 

1 5  

1 5  

20 

15 

10 

10 

15 

10 

30 

2 

10 

25 

Per cent 
increase 

over 
Honiara 

price 

14 . 29 

5 . 26 

30 . 43 

25 . 00 

25 . 00 

3 6 . 36 

6 6 . 67 

50 . 00 

20 . 00 

50 . 00 

66 . 67 

33 . 33 

0 

66 . 6 7  

66 . 67 

25 . 00 

50 . 00 

25 . 00 

20 . 00 

0 

25 . 00 

25 . 00 

Karakivo sa ' s 
price 

( cent s )  

4 5  

45 

35 

15 

30 

30 

25 

1 5  

30 

15 

1 5  

20 

1 5  

1 0  

10 

15 

10 

40 

2 

10 

30 

Prices of goods sold in Tadhimboko vary between v i l l ages , but s t ore-owners i n  one vil l age tend t o  sell their goods at the same pr i ce s . 

Per cent 
increase 

over 
Honiara 

p r i ce 
--

2 8 .  5 7  

1 8 . 42 

5 2 . 17 

25 . 00 

2 5 . 00 

3 6 . 3 6  

66 . 67 

5 0 . 00 

20 . 00 

5 0 . 00 

6 6 . 6 7  

3 3 . 33 

0 

66 . 6 7  

66 . 67 

25 . 00 

50 . 00 

25 . 00 

60 . 00 

0 

2 5 . 00 

5 0...QQ._ N N I-' 
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a n d  c ommodit i e s  involve d .  Ther e i s  a c l ear ne e d  f or 
a dv ice t o  vi l l a ger s on pr icing of  s t ore go ods . 

V i l l a ge trade s t ore s depend for the ir day bus i -
ne s s  o n  vi l la ge r e s i dent s . T ab l e  1 1 . 4  shows tha t  in the 
two trade s tor e s  examined in deta i l , l vi l la ger s contr ibut e d  
7 6  and 84 per c ent of t otal  c a sh s a l e s . The re l at ivel y  
l ow per centage c ontr ibuted  by  the Ror oni people  i n  the 
trade of  Na i t okat oka ' s  s t or e  is due mainl y to  the high 
vol ume o f  pur cha s e s  made by Mal ai t an mi gr ant s (many from 
the s ame d i s tr i c t , Kwarae , a s  Nait okat oka) empl oye d by 
GPL at  Gava ga . H owever , the avera ge number o f  trans­
a c t i on s  per day , average val ue of each t r ansac t ion , and 
average t ot a l  c a sh r ec e ip t s per day are s imil ar in e ach case .  

T ab l e  1 1 . 4  

tra de s t or e s  

T o t a l  ca sh s al e s  ( $ )  1 4 7 . 2 3 1 04 . 9 5 
Number of  day s 3 7  3 7  
T ot a l  number o f  544 424 transa c t ions 
Average number of t r an s - 14  1 1  a c t ions per day 
Avera ge val ue of t o t al 3 . 9 7  2 . 84 c a sh s a l e s  per day ( $ )  
Average val ue of  c a sh 0 . 2 7 0 . 2 5 sal e s  per tran s a c t i on ( $ )  
T otal  va l ue o f  c a sh s a l e s  

c ont r ibut e d  by fe l l ow- 1 24 . 2 3 7 9 . 82 
v i l l a ger s ( $ )  

Percent a ge of  t o t al c a sh 
sal e s  c ontribut e d  b y  84 . 38 7 6 . 06 

Nait okat oka ' s  trade s tore  b egan ear ly  in 1 9 66 with c a sh 
earned thr ough wage empl oyment a t  I l u  Farm from J anuary t o  
March 1 9 6 6 . Karakivos a ' s s tore h a s  a more invo lved h i s tory . 
H i s  father , B a i , oper at e d  a trade s t ore  imme di a t e l y  a ft er the 
war , but i t  wa s never run a s  an e c onomic ent erpr i se . The 
pre sent trade s t ore  is c ontr ol l e d  by Karakivo s a , wh o received 
formal e ducati on a t  Maravovo mi s s ion s chool . A l though no 
systemat ic records  ar e kept , he r e gu l ar ly  a t t empt s  to 
rec onc i l e  goods b ought and s ol d .  



Table 1 1 . 5  

Pattern o f  s:eendin� :eer household at two s tores in Roroni and Gorabau , 
25 Ma}'. 1 9 66 to 30 June 1966 

Total spent Total number Average spent Average spent Average spent 
Householder at s tore of purchases per day per month per tran s ac t ion 

( $ ) ( cent s )  ( $ )  ( cent s )  

Gorabau : 

Pareti 1 3 . 75 58 37 1 1 . 10 24 
Bai 3 1 . 65 7 7  8 6  2 5 . 80 4 1  
Colacola 8 . 50 44 23 6 . 90 1 9  
Mei 6 . 85 44 1 9  5 .  7 0  1 6  
Damusa 9 . 25 42 25 7 .so 2 2  
Kayaga 5 . 50 22 15 4 . 50 25 
Loco 10 . 8 0  4 0  2 9  8 .  7 0  2 7  
Vulika 1 0 . 80 30 2 9  8 .  7 0  3 6  
Turaga 1 . 20 7 3 0 . 90 1 7  
Gonetevoro 0 . 30 2 0 . 8  0 . 20 1 5  
T inai 6 . 28 1 9  1 7  5 . 10 33 
Vul aca 0 . 30 l 0 . 8  0 . 20 30 
Kalou 1 .  65 5 4 1 . 20 3 3  
Qumika 6 .  25 2 9  1 7  5 . 10 22 
Roqica 8 . 40 1 9  2 3  6 . 90 44 
Lomatani 2 .  75 1 5  7 2 . 10 1 8  
Gorabau average 7 .  76 28 2 1  6 . 34 2 6  :eer household 

�: 
Nasarava 6 , 8 5  29 19 5.  70 24 
Kakua 3 .  70 9 1 0  3 . 00 4 1  
Vakaoti 1 . 80 1 1  5 1 . 50 1 6  
ijaitokatoka 3 . 05 1 2  8 2 . 4 0  25 
Gu cake 3 . 31 1 6  9 2 .  7 0  2 1  
Vanua 1 . 25 7 3 0 . 90 1 8  
Mat i a  5 . 4 5  29 15 4 . 50 1 9  
Raso lea 1 9 . 80 4 1  5 4  1 6 .  2 0  4 8  
Beranaveta 5 . 60 14 1 5  4 . 50 40 
Vouza 4 . 80 1 6  1 3  3 . 90 30 
Volavola 5 . 4 5  1 5  1 5  4 . 50 3 6  
S oho 2 . 15 1 1  6 1 . 80 1 9  
Vuiyasawa 4 . 55 20 1 2  4 . 60 23 
Tuqota 1 . 05 3 3 0 . 90 35 
Bogiwalu 1 .  90 1 1  5 1 .  50 1 7  
Vatanimoto 3 . 85 1 3  1 0  3 . 00 30 
Tubu 0 . 95 2 3 0 . 90 4 7  
Marama 1 . 05 4 3 o. 90 26 

N 
4 . 30 1 5  1 1  3 . 55 28 N w 
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T ab l e  1 1 . 5  shows tha t  the aver age amount s  spent by 
e ach hou sehol d p er t r an s act ion r ange from 1 5 �  to 48 � ,  
with an aver age o f  2 7 � . l F i ft e en o f  the 3 5  hou sehol d s  
s pent more t han the aver age per t r ans act ion . The amount s 
spent per hou s eho l d  per day have a wi der r ange : fr om 0 . 8� 
t o  8 6� , with a mean o f  1 5 � . The sup er ior po s it ion o f  
Gorab au i s  seen c l e ar ly i n  T ab l e  1 1 . 6  whi ch s hows that 
9 of 16 hou s ehol d s  pur cha sed good s on twenty or more 
occas i on s  fr om Kar akivo s a ' s s t or e . 

T ab l e  1 1 . 6  

Fr equency o f  purchases  per  hou s eho l d  at two s t or e s  
25  May 1 9 66  t o  30 June 1 96 6  

Number o f  hou seho l d s  
Number o f  pur cha s e s  Kar akivo s a ' s N a itokat oka ' s 

s t ore s t ore 

Over 3 7  6 1 
20 -3 6 3 4 
1 0 - 1 9  3 9 

1 - 9 4 5 
T o t al 1 6  1 9  

The t o t a l  value o f  good s bought , turnover and gro s s  
pro f i t s  o f  the two s t or e s  are shown i n  T ab le 1 1 . 7 .  
Nait okat oka i s  heavily  d ependent on cr edit  s al e s not  
only t o  fe l l ow vi l l ager s but  p ar t i cu l ar ly t o  ' one t al k '  
emp l oyed b y  GPL . Cred i t  s a l e s  are a n  accep t ed pr act ice  
in the vi l l age comme r c i al s e t t ing . In Ror on i , N ai t o ­
kat oka ext end s thi s  f avour wi l l ingly and l ibera l ly t o  
p e op l e  e arning a r e gul ar income , and fr om whom r ep ayment 
is  fair ly  l ike ly . Dur ing the period covered by T ab l e  1 1 . 7 , 
Kar akiv o s a  o f fered no cred it  s al e s . H i s  mu ch higher gro s s  
pro fi t , due l ar ge l y  t o  hi s c omparat ivel y  higher p r i ce s , 
h i gher average value p er t r an s act i on , and higher aver age 
t o t a l  cash s a l e s  p er day , r e f l ect s the high copr a income 
o f  Gorab au . T adhimboko do not keep recor d s  o f  goods 
b ought from the Chine s e  t r ader s and sold to  cu s t omer s ,  
al though they do r ecord cred i t  t r an s act i on s . S t orekeep 
er s general l y  think it  eas ier t o  a s s e s s  profit by a 
r econc i l iat ion o f  t ot a l  cash receip t s  against  the invo i c e s  
o f  good s b ought , but eve n  thi s i s  n o t  y e t  a rout ine pr a c ­
t i ce f o r  many s t or e -owner s . 

1 The se  pur cha s e s  exclude the few occas ion s  ( at Gorab au ) 
on whi ch coconut s wer e  b ar t er e d  for twi st  tobacco , ci gar ­
e t t e s  or o ther minor i tems . 



V a l ue o f  goods  b ought 
Total  c a sh s a l e s  
T o t al cre di t  s al e s  

T o t al s al e s  
Gr o s s  pr o f it 
P o s s ib l e gro s s  pro f i t  

T ab l e  l l . 7 

9 2 . 80 
1 4 7 . 2 3 

0 
1 4 7 . 2 3 

54 . 43 

1 65 . 55 
1 04 . 9 5 

0 
1 8 5 . 30 

1 9 . 75 

2 25 

s 

The b ackgro und t o  c o- operat ion . B e c au se o f  the gener­
a l l y  dif f icul t e c onomic  c ondit i ons o f  the  Protector a t e  
immediat e l y  a f t er Wor l d  War I I , par ticularly the non­
payment of war damage c ompensa t ion , the l ar ge t r ad ing 
f irms did  not r e turn to  the S ol omons in 1 945 . Govern­
ment was force d  to par t ic ipate in trade and commerce wi th 
the f orma t ion o f  the trade s cheme . The D ep ar tment o f  
C o- opera t ive S oc i et i e s1 was e st ab l i she d in the hope tha t  
c o - operat ive s o c ie t ie s  woul d eventually handl e  much o f  
the r e t a i l  trade in which Government , thr ough the t r a de 
scheme , was p ar t i c ipat in g ,  and at  the same t ime ' pr ov i de 
Government wi th a l e gi t imat e  means f or dire c t l y  promo t ­
ing , contro l l ing an d a dv i s ing nat ive ent erpri s e s  . . . ' . 2 

At  the end o f  1 95 6  the c o - oper a t ive s o c ie t i e s  o f f icer 
v i s i t e d  a number o f  sub - d i s tr ic t s  in the C ent ral  S o l omons 
and deci de d  that T a dh imboko We s t  wa s suf f i c iently l a r ge 
and e c onomical l y  a dvanced t o  warr ant the format ion o f  
two c o -operative s oc i et ie s , one centred  on Roroni an d the 
other on Gaimal i . 3 

Known s ince 
D eve l opment . 
2 c . a-operat ive 
( 1 95 7 : 2- 3 ) . 

1 9 6 3  a s  the D epar tment of C o- oper at ive 

s o c i e t i e s  o f fi cer , ' Annual r ep or t ' 

3 Local  inf ormant s r eveal e d  that the s e  were the two vi l ­
l age s i n  whi ch the c o- operat ive soc iet i e s  o f f icer hel d  
mee t ings dur ing hi s t our o f  north Guadal canal i n  1 9 5 6 . 



2 2 6  

The c o- oper at ive movement appe a l e d  t o  T a dh imboko but 
i t s  novel ty and the peop l e ' s  unfam i l i ar i t y  with i t s  
s truc tur e , pr inci p l e s , l a ims and mode s  o f  operat ion l ed 
t o  a non-c ommi t t al a t t i tude t owar ds  the immediate  for­
mat ion o f  a s oc i e t y  in the r e gi on . The pe op l e  pre ferr e d  
t o  s e e  fir s t  h ow t h e  movement f ar e d  i n  other d i st r i c t s  
b efore they became involved in it . Thus i t  wa s not unt i l  
1 9 5 9 , a f t er the L egal au C o - oper a t ive  Society  i n  Tadh im­
b oko E a s t  had b een oper a ting for a lmo st  two year s , that 
a c o- operat ive s oc iety  was forme d in T a dh imboko We s t . 
I t  centred  in ne i th er o f  the vi l l ages  o f f i ci al l y  r e garded 
as the nat ur a l  foc i f or such a deve l opment , but at 
Kal it onia . It  s eem s  pr obabl e  that the co- oper at ive 
s oc ie t i e s  of f icer e ither t o ok inadequate  c ons i derat i on 
of , or r e gar de d a s  irr e l evant , the d ivi s ive t endencie s 
i nherent i.n Tadh imboko society a s  p o s s ib l e  l imit at ions 
on the f orma t i on and s ucce s s  o f  c o - oper at ive s in the 
r e gi on . 

F orma t ion of  the s oc iety . E ar l y  in 1 9 5 9  l e s s  than 
twenty indivi dual s  openly dec l ar e d  the ir wil l ingne s s  t o  
s ub scribe t o  a c o - opera t ive in T adh imboko , but when the 
s oc iety was actual l y  formed member sh i p  r eached  3 7 . I t  
r emained a t  that l evel unt i l  i t  c e a s e d  t o  func t ion e ar l y  
in 1 9 6 3 . The int ent ion was t o  run a c onsumer and pr o ­
duc er s o c i et y . A mee ting o f  memb er s , wi th o f fi c ia l  
guidanc e , dec ided  tha t  e ach member shou l d buy f ive shar e s , 
each wor th $ 2 ,  but thi s r equirement wa s never ful f i l l e d . 2 
I t  i s  pert inent t o  note tha t 1 3  o f  the regi s t er e d  member s  
were  women (mos t l y  wive s o f  mal e  member s ) , wh o b ough t  
l e s s  than f ive shar e s  each . 

l Th b . . . 1 f h . e a s 1 c  pr 1nc 1p e s  o t e c o- operat ive movement are a s  
f o l l ows : memb e r sh ip sha l l  b e  volunt ary ; one vot e  i s  a l low ed 
each member i rr e spec t ive o f  the number of  share s  he l d  by 
h im in the s oc ie ty ; member sh i p  sha l l  b e  open to  a l l  int er­
e s t e d  p er s on s ; s urpl us fund s  shal l  b e  d i s t r ibute d  in  
accordance with the  degr ee of  patronage o f  memb er s ; indiv­
i dual shareho.l�ding shal l  b e  l imi t e d ; the movement sha l l  
maintain p o l i t i c a l , r e l i gious and rac ial neut r a l i ty ; the 
s oc iety ' s bus ines s  shal l b e  operated  on a s tr i c t l y  c a sh 
b a s i s ; and the movement shal l  pr omo t e  e ducat ion in c o­
operat ive methods and pr incipl e s  ( C o - operat ive S oc ie t i e s  
Or d inance 1 9 5 6 ) . 
2 A t ot a l  shar e capital of $ 3 7 0  woul d have accumu l a t e d  had 
a l l  sha r e s  been paid up , but the t ot a l  never exc e e de d  $ 29 1  
( co- operat ive s o c ie t i e s  o f f i cer , ' Annual repor t s ' 
( 1 9 5 9 - 6 3 )) .  
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T ioka , b i g-man a t  Kal it oni a , was e l ec t e d  chairman o f  
the or gani s at i on . Mo s t  o f  the c ommi t t e e  memb e r s  r e s i de d  
a t  Kal it onia  a n d  Papagu . A l l o f  them wer e  l oc al r e ­
gar ded a s  sub s t ant i a l  c opra pr oducer s and senior m e n  in 
th e ir mamat a . F ew wer e f ormal ly e duca t e d  beyond the 
vil l age- s chool l evel and al l wer e  over for t y  year s ol d .  
The mo s t  impor tant p o s t , that of s t orekee per , 
was f i l l e d  by  T iko , an e duc a t e d  young man who had r e c e ived 
s ome ins truct ion in c o -operat ive method s  fr om the c o­
opera t ive s o c ie t i es of f icer and had v i s i t e d  the L e ga l au 
Co- operat ive Society  in T a dhimboko E a s t  in 1 9 5 9 . 
T iko was the onl y sal ar'ied o f f i ci al of the s oc i ety and 
r e c e ived $ 6  a month for h i s  s ervic e s .  

Komupor o-Kal i t on ia-Papagu was the c ore ar ea o f  the c o ­
operat ive s oc iet y ,  c ontaining 25  o f  the 3 7  membe r s ; the 
r emaind er r e s i de d  at  G i l ut ae , Mal i l e , S uagi , Ror oni and 
Komuvao l u  ( see  T ab l e  1 1 . 8 ) . W i thout exc ept ion the mem­
ber s  from Sua gi , Roroni and Komuvao l u  pos s e s se d  e i ther 
di rect  marr i a ge , mamat a  or kema l inks wi th soci ety member s 
in  the c or e  area or l inks thr ough member s  from 
G i l utae  and Makil e  who were themselve s  r e l at e d  t o  memb e r s  
in  the c or e  are a . I t  might s e em ,  ther e f or e , tha t  tradit­
ional t ie s  wer e  invoked when the  s oc iety was b eing f orme d . 
H owever , member s were divided in the ir kema a ff i l i at ion 
( s e e  Tab l e  1 1 . 8 ) and a l l e giance  t o  , and 
a lmo s t one - th ir d  d i d  not r e s i de in the core area . · I t was 
pr imar i l y  e conomic  c on s i dera t i on s  whi ch brough t  t ogeth er 
a numbe r  o f  indivi dua l s pos s e s s ing diver s e  and fre quent l y  
conf l ic t ing s oc ia l  int ere s t s . T ime and the a c tual  oper­
a t i on o f  the s oc ie ty ' s bus ine s s  were t o  t e s t  s ever e l y  the 
internal coh e s i on of the or gani s a t ion . 

D i f f icul t i e s  were p o s e d  by  opp o s i t ion fr om out s id e  the 
movem�nt .  Many Tadhimboko s aw it as an a l ien , government 
int r oduc t i on , to be treate d  with caut ion . They s aw in i t  
a c ontradict ory government pol icy : whi l e  one arm o f  Gov­
ernment o f fer e d  e conomic advic e  and guidance  the oth er 
a t t empt e d  t o  t ake away the ir l and . 1 At the s ame t ime , 
and not unr e a s onab l y , non-memb er s  c on s i dered  that society  
member s woul d not  be abl e  t o  di s char ge a de quat e l y  their  
obl igat i on s  t o  the Guadal cana l  C ounc i l ; whi ch wa s l ocal l y  
r e gar ded a s  a n  indigenous ins t itut i on . S ome oppo s i t i on 

I t  i s  s i gni fican t that the c o - operat ive s oc ie t i e s  o f f icer 
was h ims e l f  involved in the ne got iat ions over Muvia an d I l u  
whi l e  act ing D i s t r i c t  C ommi s s i oner , C ent r al S o l omon s , in 1955. 



Name 

Tioka 
Tiko 
Tuiloma 
Lewanavanua 
Koroi 

Bale 
Vosarua 
Vuki 
Naikasau 
Kerekere 
Tamana 
Gonedau 
Vutua 
Vatukaca 
Moro 
\l'akatoto 
Qalo 
Ma lake 
Tutuvou 

Vularua 
Vea ta* 

Yaca* 

Ka tu* 
Lati* 
Taburara* 

C ir i* 

Total share capital 

* Female 

Kema 

Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema ni Gaubata 
K�a ni Thimbo 
Kema n i  Thimbo 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema ni Thongo 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema n i  Thongo 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema n i  Thimbo 
Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema n i  Thongo 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema n i  Thimbo 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema ni Lathi 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema n i  Thimbo 
Kema ni Thimbo 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema n i  Gaubata 
Kema ni Gaubata 
Kema n i  Thongo 

T ab l e  1 1 . 8  

Memb ership , place of r e s idence and share capit al in 
Kal i t on i a  Co-operative S ociety , 1 9 5 9  

V i l l age 

Kaliton i a  
Maki le 
Kalit onia 
Kalit on i a  
Papagu 
Papagu 

Kalitonia 
G i lu t ae 
Koli 
Papagu 
Komuporo 
Komuporo 
Papagu 
Papagu 
Papagu 

Komuporo 
Komuvaolu 
Roroni 

Kalitonia 

Makile 
Papagu 
Papagu 

Makile 
Komuporo 
Papagu 

Share 
capital 

( $ ) 
10 . 00 

3 . 00 
10 . 00 
10 . 00 
1 0 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

4 . 00 
8 . 00 

1 0 . 00 
1 0 . 00 
10 . 00 

8 . 00 
1 0 . 00 
10 . 00 
10 . 00 

4 . 00 
10 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

4 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

8 . 00 
l0 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

3 . 00 
1 0 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

4 . 00 
4 . 00 
8 . 00 
4 . 00 

10 . 00 
10 . 00 

3 . 00 
8 . 00 
4 , 00 
4 . 00 

1 0 . 00 

291 . 00 

P o s i t ion in t he 
society 

Pre sident , 195 9-62 
Secretary , 1 9 5  9-62 
Pre s ident , 196 2-63 
S ecretary , 196 2-63 
Commit tee member 
1.,ommii:i:ee member 
C ommittee member 
Comm it tee member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

N N CX> 
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t oward s  the co-operat ive soc iety wa s a l s o  based o n  e conomic 
cons ider at ions . T adhimboko s t or e - owner s  ( and pre sumab ly 
Ch ine s e  tr ader s )  s aw the movement a s  a t hreat to  the ir 
own ent erpr i s e s . A s t at ement by the co-operat ive societ­
i e s  of fi cer that  the soc iety was only for tho s e  who in­
tended to j o in it  wa s wide ly  int erpreted  to mean that it 
was incomp atlb l e  wi th , and in opp o s it ion t o , the individ­
ual and col l e c t ive e conomic  inter e s t s  o f  non-members . 

Operat ion . The s ociety ' s  f i r s t  bus ine s s  - copra pur ­
chase  from membe r s  - commenced ab out mid- 1 95 9 . Dur ing 
the rema inder of that ye ar the society bought over f our 
ton s  of copr a . The fo l l owing three year s s aw a s t e ady 
f l ow o f  appr oximate ly t en t ons o f  copra p er annum . In 
1 963  copra  was b ought only dur ing the fir s t  thr ee month s ,  
be fore the socie ty became inact ive ( see  T ab l e  1 1 . 9 ) . The se  
f i gure s sugge st  that the s ociety  bought b etween 0 . 80 and 
1 . 9 7 t on s  of copr a p er month but in formed sourc e s  ind icat e 
that pur chase s f luctuated markedly between 0 . 75 and 2 . 5 0  
t on s . Thi s fluctuat ion wa s l argely the r e sul t o f  depen­
dence on the o f ficial  r e gu l at ion of  shipping faci l it ie s  
be cau se the D epartment o f  C o - operat ive S oc ie t ie s ' ve s se l 1 
transported the society ' s  copr a t o  Honiar a  and de l ivered  
s t ore good s t o  Kal it on i a . 

The Kal i tonia C o - op erat ive S o ciety bought copr a at the 
r at e  of  about 3� per lb , a much l ower pr ice than at 
Hon i ar a . It s j u s t i f i cat ion l ay in the need for funds 
to meet the l o s s  in we i ght dur ing st orage , cost of b ags  
and twine , handl ing and  fre i ght cost s to  Honi ar a ,  p l u s  a 
sy s t em o f  de ferr ed p ayment made at the end o f  e ach ye ar . 
The se  are orthodox commercial  char ge s , e specia l ly the 
co s t  of bags and twine , and handl ing and fre i ght co st s ,  
whi l e  de ferr ed p ayment fal l s  appropr i ately  within the 
f i e l d  of co - op er at ive method s .  They l e d , however , to  
an unfavour ab l e  comp ar i s on o f  the s o ciety ' s  copra bu s i ­
ne s s  wi th tho se  o f  Ch ine se  tr ader s who pur cha sed copr a 
at  a s l ight l y  high pr ice and for spot cash in ful l . Thus 
the society l o s t  s ome o f  the copr a it wou l d  have ob t ained . 
The system o f  de ferred p ayment fail ed t o  achieve i t s  

The five co-operat ive s oc iet ie s whi ch ex i s t ed in  1 9 5 7  
formed t he C entral C o - operat ive A s s o ciat i on . I n  i t s  e ar ly 
period  o f  exi s t en ce , i t s  funct ions  were d i s charged by t he 
Department o f  Co-operat ive S oc ie t ie s . A l oan fr om the 
Agr i cul tural and Indu s t r i a l  Loans Boar d  enab l e d  the a s s o ­
c i at ion t o  purchase  a l aunch , bu i l t  by a Sydney firm ,  and 
commi s s ioned in mid -Novemb er 1 9 58 . 
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T ab l e  1 1 . 9 

Copra pur chas e s  by Kal it on i a  Co-operat ive S oc iety , 1 95 9 -63  

Year 

1 95 9  
1 9 60 
1 9 6 1  
1 9 62  
1 9 63  

C opr a 
b ought 
( t ons )  

4 . 8 3  
1 0 . 26 
l l . 7 9  
1 2 . 2 6 

5 .  9 2  

Aver age 
b ought 

p er month 
( t ons )  

0 . 8 0  
0 . 85 
0 . 98 
1 . 0 2 
1 .  9 7  

b ought Average annual  

per member copr a income 

per month per member 

lb ( $) 
2 9 1  8 . 74 
6 2 7  1 8 . 8 2 
7 1 6  2 1 . 50 
7 3 9  2 2 . 18 
358 1 0 . 7 5  

S our ce : Reg i strar o f  C o,- op.erat ive S oc ie t ie s , Annual  
Repor t s ( 1 9 5 9 - 63 ) , Honiar a . 

ant i c ipated  e ff e ct , which wa s t o  act  a s  an incen t ive t o  
member s t o  s e l l  the ir copra  through the society  with the 
po s s ib i l i ty that a b onu s  wou l d  b e  paid  t o  them at the end 
of the year . Indeed , i t  wou l d  s e em that d e ferred p ayment 
had the rever se  e f fe c t . When one con s ider s the sma l l  
average volume 6 f  copr a s o l d  p e r  member p e r  annum and the 
corre sponding average income e arned from the year ' s  copra 
s a l e  ( see  T ab l e  1 1 . 9 ) , the aver age value of  the b onus a 
member woul d  receive wou l d  not  have b een mu ch . T o  this  
cou l d  b e  added  the  comp e t i t ive e ffect  o f  the Gauba t a  
D evel opment S oc i e ty wh ich , b etween 1 9 6 1  and 1 9 64 , b ar t er ­
e d  s t or e  good s for coconut s i n  the r e gion . 1 

The s al e  o f  con sumer good s by the society reached a 
peak in 1 9 60 and decl ined s te ad ily dur ing the next two 
yea� s ( see  T ab l e  1 1 . 1 0) .  Informed s our c e s  r evea l ed that 
tbtal  s a l e s  per month flu ctuated even more than c opr a 
purcha s e s  - from $ 20 t o  $480 worth o f  good s were  s o l d  
in d i f ferent months �  Thi s  s ituat ion seems t o  have been 
c l o s e ly a s s 9ciat ed with the gener al decl ine in the t otal  
volume of  consumer s al e s , apar t from per iods  whe n  s t o cks 
r an short . 

The d e c l ine in the volume o f  c onsumer s al e s , part i cu­
l ar ly t he average value  of  s ale s per  member per  mon�h 
( s ee  T ab l e  1 1 . 1 0 ) , r e su l t e d  fr om a number o f  fact or s . On 
the who l e  the society  s o l d  c onsumer good s at pr i ce s  corn-

1 S ee p .  2 3 9 . 
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T ab l e  1 1 . 10 

C on sumer s al e s  o f  Kal i t onia C o - operative S o c iety , 1 95 9 -63  
( $ )  

C onsumer Aver age Average s al e s  
Y e ar s a l e s  monthly p er member 

s a l e s  month 

1 95 9  ( 4 month s )  9 66 . 00 24 1 . 50 6 . 5 3 
1 9 60 2 7 35 . 00 2 2 7 . 9 1 6 . 1 6 
1 9 6 1  2 1 24 . 00 1 7 7 . 00 4 . 78 
1 9 6 2  9 8 2 . 00 8 1 . 83 2 . 2 1 
1 9 63 1 00 . 00 3 3 . 3 3 0 . 90 

S ource : Regi s t r ar o f  C o - operat ive S oc ie t ie s , Annua l  Repor t s 
( 1 95 9 - 63 ) , Honiar a . 

p ar ab l e  t o  tho s e  charged by ind iv idua l  Tadhimboko s t or e ­
owner s  and , the r e for e , h i gher than Honiara pr ice s . A s  
Honiara became mor e acce s s ib l e  b y  road , i t  was perhap s 
inevit ab l e  that the Tadh imb oko , includ ing s o c i ety memb er s , 
turned t o  the t own for s ome o f  the ir r equirement s . Thi s 
trend wa s encour aged by the o fficial  p o l i cy that co­
operat ive  st ore s con centrate  init ial ly on the  sale  of  
e s sent ial  sub s i st ence i t ems . By 1 9 62  al so , Chine s e  tr ad ­
er s were f irmly  e s t ab l i shed a t  Tetere and Tenavatu , and 
o f fered a wider var iety o f  tr ade good s at gener a l ly l ower 
p r i ce s . The Gaubat a D eve l opment S oc iety wa s a l s o  in 
bu s ine s s  at  this t ime . 

The a f fair s o f  the s o c i ety were supp o sed t o  have b een 
managed by a commi ttee  includ ing the cha irman and s e cr e t ary­
st orekeeper . The ove r s e e ing o f  commer c i al ent erpr i s e s  by 
a forma l l y  e l e ct e d  commi ttee  i s  al ien to  Tadh imboko e co­
nomi c exper ience . Thu s it  wa s not  surpr i s ing that the 
commi t t ee met in fr equent ly and the op er at ion of the society , 
e sp e cial ly i t s  t r ad e s t ore , wa s l e ft to  the s e cr e t ary­
st orekeeper . Thi s  individual  f e l t  with rea son that h i s  
s a l ary was gro s s ly  inadequate in r elat ion t o  h i s  qua l i fi ­
cat ions and r e spons ib il ity . A ft er a t ime , s ome o f  the 
s t or e  s t o ck wa s mi s s ing , and al thou gh no re spon s i b i l ity 
wa s ever det ermined , a new cha irman and s e cr e t ary - s t or e ­
keeper wer e  e le ct ed . Even s o , the members ' f aith i n  the ir 
s oc iety and i t s  e conomic ut i l ity had b een shaken con s id ­
erab l y . 

The cau se s  of  fai lure . Ac cording t o  the Reg i s t r ar of  
C o - operat ive S oc i et i e s , co-operat ive soc iet i e s  invar iab ly 
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fail  be cau se 

of f a i l ur e s  o f  int e gr i ty and r e sp ons ib i l ity 
among o f f ice b e arer s  . . . .  On Guadal canal apathy 
and indol ence l e d  memb er s back t o  deal ing wi th 
it inerant trading ve s s el s and nat ive -owned 
cut t er s ,  wi th the result  that the so ciet i e s  
have j u st  ground to  a hal t and show l it t l e  
l ikel ihood o f  revival . 

( BS IP Department o f  C o - operat ive S o cietie s ,  
Annual Repor t 1 9 63 : 7 -8 ) 

The for ego ing analy s i s  o f  the Kal itonia C o - operat ive 
S oc iety ind icat e s  that th i s  o f f i c ia l  view over simp l i f i e s  
the case  and fai l s  t o  see the co-oper at ive movement in 
i t s  wider setting , and thr ough the eye s o f  indigenou s 
part i c ip ant s .  The T adh imboko who j o ined the movement 
wer e  enthu s i a s t i c  abou t it s p o s s ib i l i t i e s  as a means o f  
economic bet t e rment , but few gr a sped the · ful l imp l icat ­
ions o f ,  and the demands made on them by , co-operat ive 
princip l e s , s t ruc t�ral  organi sat i on and mode of operat ion . 
Al l the se remained for e i gn t o  l ocal  economic pract i ce s .  

O f ficer s seemed to  have b een e le ct ed on the b a s i s o f  
the ir s t at u s  i n  the l ocal  c ommun ity , and few po s s e s sed 
suf f i c i ent edu ca t i on t o  run the soc iety . Thu s the f i r s t  
secr e t ary - s t or ekeeper managed s ingl e -handed . H i s  l ow 
sal ary r e f l e ct ed the b e l i e f  of  soc iety members  that s t or e ­
keeping was a p art - t ime re spon s ib i l ity . Re l iab l e  s our ce s 
ind icate that credit  sal e s  valued at ab out $40 wer e  ex­
t ended to s o c i ety member s .  O f f i c ia l s cons ider e d  that 
st ock l o s se s  cou l d  be  ab s orbed by the soc iety ' s  re serve 
fund , but that if the s oc iety was to func t i on suc ce s s ­
ful ly i t  wa s v i t a l  that i t  r eorgani s e  i t s e l f and come t o  
terms with the requ irement s of  succe s s ful co-operat ion . 
Thi s  wa s perhap s d i f f i cu l t  con s ider ing the l ack o f  
tra ined per s onne l in the c o r e  are a .  

The ant ic ipated e c onomi c gain s  wer e  suffi cient ly  
attract ive t o  ho l d  t o gether a number o f  individual s with 
d iver se  soc ial intere s t s .  Bu t e conomic cons ider at ions 
proved in the l ong run to be d e s t ru ct ive : the l ow copr a 
price pa id by the s o c ie ty and the higher cost  o f  t r ade 
good s sold  by it nu l l i f i ed the earl ier hope that co­
operat ive methods  wou l d  yield  a way t o  bet ter l iving for 
p ar t i c ip ant s .  There was c l e ar ly a cer t a in degree  of d i s ­
cord between the potent ial i t ie s  o f  co-operat ive method s 
as  seen by the T adhimboko and a s  conce ived by government 
o f ficial s .  At the s ame t ime , e f fe ctive compet it ion was 
prov ided by l o cal trader s and acce s s  t o  Honiar a  b e c ame e asier . 
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T r an spor t oper at or s 

The f ir st  tru cks . Unl ike their con sump t i on of  t r ade 
good s , T adhimboko have only operated tran sp or t  faci l i­
t ie s  s ince Wor l d  War I I , al though their int er e st wa s a l ive 
we l l  b e f6re then . Thi s  int ere st  is p ar t  of the wider 
de s i re among Mel ane s ians  to run ent erpr i s e s  o f  the ir own . 
L ike tr ade s tore s ,  transport act ivi t ie s  by Chinese  t r ader s 
wer e  con s i dered to  be  making exorb i t ant pro f i t s at the 
expense o f  Me l ane s ians . 

At l e a s t  t en Tadh imb oko owned j eep s and trucks between 
the end of the war and F ebruary 1 9 6 7 , but no t one was 
oper at ing dur ing 1 9 66 ; many had be come j unk p i e ce s  ( see  
Pl ate 1 1 . 1 ) .  Many trucks had had at least  two owner s 
b e f ore  they were acquired by T adh imb oko , often from 
Chine s e  t r ad er s . End l e s s  repair d i f f i cu l t i e s  have been 
the inev i t ab l e  consequence . The pur cha s e  o f  a truck de­
mands an extens ive out l ay of  cap ital  and few Tadh imboko 
have ind iv i du a l ly s aved su f f i c ient c a sh t o  buy a new one . 

P l at e  1 1 . 1 .  A non- servi ceab l e  ex-Army truck at Roroni 

Al so  new trucks have not alway s been avai l ab l e  at the 
t ime they wer e  r equired by pr o spect ive buyer s .  Al though 
the Tadhimboko are usu a l ly at e a s e  when involved in a 
bu s ine s s  t r ans act ion with Chine se  t r ader s , the ir l ack o f  
me chanical knowl edge and the i r  des ire t o  buy the f ir s t  
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veh i c l e  avai l ab l e  with the cash at  hand , frequen t ly make 
them the l o ser s in su ch pur cha se s . 

Nearly al l T adhimboko who have oper at ed trucks in the 
past  are l ocal  b ig-men . Few o f  them owned vehic l e s  ind iv­
idua l ly , a l though they t ende d  t o  be  the l arge st  shar e ­
ho l der s . The mo st  common method o f  r a i s ing c a sh t o  pur ­
chas e  a truck was by co l l e ct ing sub s cr ipt ions  from 
int ere sted  individua l s . S har e s  for inve stment in a t ruck 
have var ied  between $ 1 0  and $ 200 . 1 C a sh for such an. 
inv e s tment ha s been s aved fr om copra s al e s ,  wage emp l oy­
ment and the  sale  o f  gar den produce in Hon iar a . 

In such co l l ect ive cap i t a l  inve stment s ,  the l ar ge s t  
shareho lders  t end t o  have the maj or s ay i n  the oper at ion 
o f  the truck and in the u s e  of any profit s .  Where only a 
few shar eho l der s are involved , they. are usua l l y  c l o s e l y  
r e l a ted peop l e . In such ins t ance s one o f  the shar eho l der s 
i s  re spon s ib l e , by mut ual agreement , for runn ing the bu s i ­
ne s s  and a l l oc at ing pro f it s . Thi s l at t er a spect  i s - hap ­
hazard and not b a s e d  propor t i onal ly  on the shar e cap i t al 
inve s t e d . The l ack of  a re s erve fund and r e lu c t ance t o  
make further c on t r ibut i on s  t o  meet co s t ly r ep a i r  b il l s  
have b e en the mo s t frequent cau s e s  o f  fa i lur e in tru ck 
ent erpr i s e s . 2  

The mo s t  obv i ou s  pur p o s e  o f  i nve s t in g  in veh i c l e s  was 
t o  p r ov ide t r an s port for p e op l e  and pr oduce int o Honiar a , 
with the hop e that some f inanc i a l  b e ne f i t s  woul d '  accrue 
in the pr o c e s s . However , nearly al l the vehic l e s  pur ­
cha s e d  by t he Tadh imb oko have b een smal l and l im i t e d  i n  

carrying c ap a c i t y : few we r e  capab l e  o f carr y ing as many 
a s  t en bags o f  c opr a . Th i s  s i t u a t i on b r ought h i gh run­
n ing co st s and overhead ch ar ge s .  The high co st o f  repair s 
demand ed fur t her f inanc ial out l ay s . 

The mo s t  succe s s fu l  truck op er a t or was S amue l  S aki .o f 
Kal i ,  who s e  j eep and t r a i l er never r an wi thou t car go and 
were oper ated as an e conomic un it . H i s  suc �e s s  was 

In 1 9 65 , for examp l e , V e s i  o f  Abuab i l i  pur chased  a 
se cond-hand j eep valued at $ 1 60 fr om a Chine s e  t r ader in 
Honiar a . H i s  younger br other , Ulun iku it a ,  con tr ibut ed 
$ 3 0 , a Mal ai t an t enant gave $ 60 ,  and Ve s i  sub s cr ibed 
the remainder . The vehic l e  was immob i l e  throughout 1 9 6 6 . 
2 Thi s s ituat ion i s  s imi l ar t o  that exper ienced by s ome 
Gorokan ent repreneurs  ( F inney 1 9 6 9 ) . 
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pr imar ily due to h i s  ab i l ity t o  man ipu l a t e  the l abour o f  
r e l a t ive s and othe r s  t o  grow gar den produ c e  for s al e  i n  
Honiara , and t o  the tr aining o f  a mat ernal nephew in the 
bas i c  ski l l s  of mot or oper ation and r ep air . Thu s repa ir s 
t o  the veh i c l e  were undert aken at l it t l e  d ir e ct f inancial  
co st  t o  S aki . S aki so l d  the vehi c l e  a fter he  ceased  to  
p ar t i c ip a t e  in the  veget ab l e  t r ade in 1 95 9 . 

Cutter -b oat and l aunch . Only one cut t er -boat and a 
l aunch have been owned and oper ated by T adh imboko . The 
cut t er -boat wa s owned by Vouza o Today it  l ie s  as  a wre ck 
on the beach at Longgu , nor the a s t  Guadal canal , a r eminder 
of p oor advice in the Me l ane s ian strugg l e  t oward s  e conomic 
b et t erment . The ve s se l  and i t s  d inghy were cons tructed by 
a Mai a it an boat -bu i lder dur ing 1 954 - 5 5 ; Vou z a  paid  $ 1 , 300 
for i t  over a period  of  year s . From 1 95 5  t o  1 96 2  the 
ve s se l  was u sed pr imar ily to carry produce  and s t or e  goo d s  
at  fre i ght r at e s  s imilar t o  tho se  charged b y  Chine se  trad­
e r s . , It s s l ow speed gave i t  a d i st inct d i s advant age com­
p ared wi th mot or i sed ve s se l s  t r ading in the reg ion . Only  
on  a few o �c a s i on s  did  i t  l i ft a ful l car go . Thu s the 
cut ter was never an e conomic  venture . By 1 9 63  i t  had 
re ach�d such a s t a t e  of d i srepair that it was no l onger 
serv i ce ab le wi thou t ext ens ive , c o s t l y  r epair wor k .  

The onl y T adh imboko ve s se l  oper at ing t od ay i s  S aki ' s  
l aunch , h i s  se cond fa ince 1 9 5 2 � S aki ' s  f ir s t l aunch , 1 8  
feet l ong and petr o l -powered , was ordered thr ough a 
Honiara t r ader in 1 95 3 . It co s t  $ 1 , 300 . A l though S aki 
per sonal l y  managed the l aunch , it d id not bel ong s o l e l y  
t o  him . Two other T adhimb oko , Bai  and Vuc e , contr ibut ed1 $400 e ach t oward s  it s c o s t . The former had a trade s t or e  
at Gorabau and was a maj or copra pr oducer , a s  t od ay , whi l e  
the l a t t er r a n  a succe s s fu l  t r ade s t ore at Vol onavua b e ­
for e that v i l l age was ab andoned i n  1 95 2 . The l aunch con­
centrated  on t r an sp ort ing peopl e  and the ir pr oduce on the 
north co a s t  of Guadal canal between V i s a l e  and Aol a , 
incl uding Nggel a .  The shipp ing trade in thi s are a  was 
p ar t i cul ar ly pro f i t ab l e  then s ince road transpor t , both 
east and we st  o f  Hon i ara , wa s st i l l  l imited . 

The r epair and mainten ance o f  ve s se l s  ar e alway s 
expen s ive in the P ac i f i c  I s l and s , where c ondit ions r e su l t  
i n  a high d egr e e  o f  general  we ar and t e ar . 2 -S aki had 

Thi s  is not the same t r ad e s t or e  pr e sent ly managed by 
his son , Kar akivo s a . 
2 Couper ( 1 9 65 : 3 3 )  made this  p o int in the case  o f  F i j i .  
The s ame ob s erva t i on wou l d  apply  wi th equal for ce t o  
S o l omon s ' inter - i s l and and coa s t a l  shipp ing . 
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prepared for thi s even b e fore h i s  l aunch wa s ordered . 
Dur ing the year s o f  s cr ap -me t a l  col l e ct ion he was on 
cl o s e  and fr iendly t erms wi th an Au s t r al ian bus ine s sman 
who had a one - quar t er share in the scrap -me t a l  bu s ine s s . 
The s ame ind iv idual  al so p o s s e s s ed a fleet  o f  l aunche s 
which wer e  used  in h i s  own bus ine s s  and for copra l oad ing 
ont o ove r s e a s  ve s se l s .  Dur ing 1 9 5 1  S aki arr anged for the 
Au s t r a l i an ' s  shipp ing concern t o  tr ain two member s o f  hi s 
mamat a in the b a s i c  skil l s  invo lved in l aunch operat ion 
and r epair . When the l aunch wa s del ivered in 1 95 3  the 
two men wer e  ab l e  to  run the ve s sel . Today they under ­
t ake the ne c e s s ary repair s a t  l it t l e  d ir ect f inan c ial 
c o st t o  S aki . 

The f ir s t  two year s o f  bu s ine s s  mu st  have b e en fair ly 
s uc ce s s ful , and by the end of 1 954 S aki bought the shar e s  
o f  hi s two partner s ,  without int er e s t . In mid - 1 955  S aki 
s o l d  the l aunch to a Ngge l a  man for $ 1 , 100 . Th i s  money , 
p l u s  h i s  s avings from the ent erpr i se , s cr ap -me t a l  co l ­
l e c t i on and veget ab l e  market ing , and a contribut ion o f  
$400 from a mamat a  member emp l oyed i n  Honiara , went t o ­
war d s  t h e  cost  o f  a new and much l ar ger l aunch - twenty ­
nine feet l ong - valued at $ 2 , 800 . In 1 9 62  a $ 600 l o an 
from the Agr i cu l tural and Indus tr ial  L o ans  Boardl made 
p o s s ib l e  the ins t al l at ion o f  a new die s e l  eng ine t o  
r ep l ace the petrol -powered motor . 

The much l ar ger s i ze o f  the new ve s se l , c ap ab l e  o f  
carrying u p  t o  f ive t o n s  of  copr a , ha s f ac i l i t at ed the 
expan s ion of S aki ' s  t r ad ing and shipp ing ent erpri s e . 
S ince abou t 1 95 6  S aki has a l so engaged in copr a buy ing 
from ind i genous producer s at pr i ce s  ident ical to tho s e  
p a i d  b y  Chine se  t r ader s , a s  we l l  a s  transport ing p a s sen­
ger s and their goods t o  and fr om Honiar a . Road deve l op­
ment on  north  Guadal canal  and  the l oa d  capacity o f  the 
l aunch have l imited i t s  ar e a  of operat i on s . Today S aki 
doe s  not operate  in Visale  but buy s copr a fr om Ngge l a ,  
Aol a  and T adhimboko E a s t . H e  never . buy s copr a fr om 
T adh imboko We st  but wi l l  t r an sport produce for the 
T adhimboko We st  at fre i ght r at e s  s l ight ly l ower than 
tho se  app l ied to Ngge l a  and are as  east  of the region 

The l oan wa s r ep aid in s ix equal ins t alment s of $ 100 
each at  s ix-monthly interva l s .  Inter e s t  was charged at 
the rate of 5 per cent if the pr incipal was r epaid  
wi thin fourt een day s  o f  due dat e . Othe rwi s e  inter e s t  
r o s e  to  7 per cent . 



To and from Honiara D i stance 
in miles 

� S aki : 

Nalimbiu 1 3 . 0  

Metepono 1 5 . 5  

Balesuna 1 9 . 0  

Berande 20 . 5  

Bokokimbo 26 . 0  

Ao l a  3 6 . 5  

Nggela 24 . 0  

Por t s  Authori tx: 

Tulagi (Ngge l a )  24 . 0  

Auki 60 . 0  

Government : *  

Tulagi (Ngge l a )  24 . 0  

Auki 60 . 0  

Table 1 1 . 1 1  

Comparative fares and freight rates on copra,  sweet potato and general cargo 
charged by Samuel S ak i ,  Por t s  Author i ty and the Govermnent during 1966 

Freight Freight 
Freight Freight 

Return per ton per basket 
fare per bag per t on mile/ sweet 
( $ )  copra cop r a  copra potato f $ ) ( $ ) ( cent s )  ( cent s )  

0 . 40 0 . 50 7 . 50 57 . 69 1 5  

0 . 50 o. 60 9 . 00 5 8 . 06 1 5  

0 . 60 0 .  70 1 0 . 50 5 5 . 26 1 5  

1 . 00 0 . 80 1 2 . 00 5 8 . 54 201 

1 . 00 0 . 90 1 3 . 50 51 . 92 20 

1 . 20 1 . 00 1 5 . 00 4 1 . 10 20 

1 . 20 1 . 00 1 5 . 00 6 2 . 50 20 

1 . 50 5 . 00 20 . 83 

2 .  50 7 . 00 11 . 67 

0 . 40 3 . 00 1 2 . 50 

1 . 30 7 . 50 1 2 . 50 

Freight Freight 
per ton per t on 

sweet mile /sweet 
potato potato 

($) ( cent s )  

5 . 55 4 2 . 6 9  

5 . 5 5  3 5 . 81 

5 . 55 2 9 .  2 1  

7 . 4 0  3 6 . 10 

7 . 40 2 8 . 46 

7 . 4 0  20 . 5 6 

7 . 40 30 . 83 

* During 1 96 5  Government decided that freight and fare rates on i t s  vessels wou l d  be increased to the same level as those levied by private enterprise in order , s o  
Government c laime d , t o  encourage the carriage o f  goods by private enterprise and reduce the role o f  Government ves s e l s  a s  connnon carrier s .  

S ources :  Per sonal communicat ion, Superintendent o f  Marine , for Por t s  Authority and Government rates ;  field survey for other figures . 
N (.;..) -.....J 



2 3 8  

He pre fer s t o  conduct mo st  o f  h i s  bu s ine s s  out s ide Tadhim­
boko We s t  so  that he c an oper ate  on a l ar ge ly imper s onal 
b a s i s .  

When l evy ing fr e i ght rate s ,  S aki c ons ider s the approx­
imate  value o f  the produce and the d i s t ance covered . Thu s 
a bag  o f  copra shipped t o  Honiar a  attract s a fre i ght r at e  
ranging b etween 5 0 <;:  and $ 1  i f  t r ansported anywher e  between 
the Nal imb iu and Ao l a . Th i s  r e su l t s  in a fre i ght stru c ­
tur e - on a t on-mil e  b as i s  - wh ich t end s , o n  t h e  who l e , t o  
b e  l e s s  exp ens ive wi th increas ing d i s t ance ( see  T ab l e 11 . 11). 
The s ame t r end app l i e s  when mar ket produce , swe e t  potato  
e sp e c ia l ly , is  shipped t o  Honi ara ( s ee  Tab l e  1 1 . 1 1 ) . Two 
Chine se trader s al s o  run t r ansport and copra-buy ing bu s i ­
ne s s e s  i n  north Guada l c ana l , but i n  d i f ferent are a s  t o  
S aki s o  the r e  i s  l i t t l e  comp e t i t ion b etween them . 

Tab l e  1 1 . 1 2 show s  t he pro f i t ab i l ity o f  S aki ' s  shipping 
bu s ine s s , p ar t i cu l ar l y  in copra pur cha s ing . The per iod 
c over ed , February 1 96 7 , was an average month , p ar t i cu l ar ­
ly from the v i ewpo int o f  copra · making i n  T adhimboko E as t  
and Ao l a  which had su ffi c i ent ly re covered from the 
November 1 96 6  floods . 

T ab l e  1 1 . 1 2 

Income and expend iture o f  S aki ' s  l aunch 
and copr a bu s ine s s , February 1 9 6 7  

Income 

Re s a l e  o f  copra t o  
C opra Board 

F are s and fre i ght 

Gro s s  income 
Net income 

( $ ) 

9 1 2 . 2 2  

6 2 . 00 

3 74 . 2 2 

Expend iture 

C opra buy ing 
Fue l  and o i l  
Wage s 
Rat ions 
D epr eciat ion 

at 2 5% 
Lic ence 
Maint enance 
Tot al  expend itur e 

4 7 0 . 40 
2 5 . 00 
5 5 . 00 
1 0 . 00 

26 . 00 

3 . 60 
1 0 . 00 

600 . 00 

S aki ' s  p o s i t ion a s  l oc a l  b ig -man and h i s  manipul at ion 
o f  l abour r e s our ce s ,  o f  both hi s mamat a  and kema , 1 br ing 

H i s  f ive crew ar e a l l  members  of Kema ni  Gaub at a .  
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cal l s  for f inan c i a l  as s i s t ance o f  various typ e s . He has 
t o  contr ibut e  sub s t ant ial ly t o  t he br ide-pr ice and mar ­
r i age fea s t s o f  hi s permanent l aunch crew ,  and hi s f inan­
c ial  r e s erve s  ar e s u f f i c ient l y  l ar ge t o  ab sorb the s e 
demand s .  At the end of February 1 9 6 7  S aki t ook del ivery 
of a new f our - t o n  truck , which he pur chased hims e l f  for 
$ 2 , 680 . Thi s wi l l  be  u sed in the t r an s por t  bu s in e s s  both 
east and we s t  of Hon i ar a . 

Gaubata  D eve l opment Soc i ety 

Or i g in s . Gaub at a  D evel opment S o c i e t y  (GDS ) , an unr e g ­
i s t er e d  o r gani s a t i on t o  whi ch near ly all v i ll age s .in 
T adh imb oko We s t  b e l on g , 1 i s  the r e su l t· o f  the init iat ive 
and mana g e r i a l  ab il it y o f  S amue l  S akL For ty doll ar s ,  
d onat ed t o  Tadhimboko sub -d i st r i c t  in 1 9 60 by the re t ir ­
in'g High C ommi s s i oner , was d iv ided b y .  Vou z a  equally 
b etween c o a s t a l  T adhimboko E a s t , int e r i or T adhimb oko E a s t , 
Roroni -Gorab au-Suagi , and the r emainder of  T adh irnb oko 
We s t . The l as t  ar e a ' s  share wa s g iven t o  S aki and u s ed 
to  pur cha s e  twi s t  t obacco , each s t i ck of which was 
b ar t er ed in the Gilutae-Gaima l i ar ea for s ixt een co conut s .  
The se  coconut s were  proce s sed  into copr a and s o l d  in 
Hon i ar a  for $ 24 ,  which was u s ed to buy two bags  o f  fl our 
( $8 . 50 e ach ) , one b ag of r i ce ( $ 4 . 5 0 )  and mor e twi s t  
t ob a c c o . The s e  wer e again bart ered for coconu t s - s ixt een 
c o conu t s  for 10� - at Kol i Po int and the Me t e p ono ar e a . 
Mor e f l our, r ice , sugar and t obacco wer e  purchased and 
the proce s s  was r epeated in the two are a s  and a l s o  at 
G i lu t ae -G a imal i . Early in 1 9 64 t he Roroni peop l e  j o ine d 
thi s  money -mu l t ip ly ing ventur e and c ontr ibut e d  $ 2 2 . 
Dur ing 1 964 mor e r i c e , fl our , sugar and t ob a c c o  wer e  
b ar t ered in the name o f  the group at Roron i , Tumur or a ,  
Ka l i  and Gaimal i ( s ee P l at e  1 1 . 2 ) . Mo s t  T adh imb oko , 
r e a l i s ing that the venture wa s one o f  t he i r own cr eat ion 
and that reward in the form of de s ir ab l e  con sump t i on 
goo d s  was immedi at e , b ar t er ed mor e than s ixteen c o c onu t s  
for each un i t  o f  good s wor t h  1 0 � . Thu s suppor t and 
enthu s ia sm for the ent erpr i s e  were  strong . 

T adhimboko We s t  v i l l a ge s out s ide the organ i s at ion ar e 
Sua g i , Gorab au and Tenahulu . Dur ing 1 9 66 v i l l ager s in the 
inter ior of T adh imboko E a s t  expr e s sed the ir de s ire to  j o in , 
but the T adhimboko W e s t  thought it e s sent i a l  that the 
movement fir st  be come firmly e s t ab l i shed . 
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P l at e  1 1 . 2 . The ' sel f -rai s ing ' coconut s o f  the G aubat a 
D eve l opment S o c iety 

P l at e  1 1 . 3 . The G auba t a  D eve l opment S oc i e ty t r an sport 
uni t  
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E ar l y  in 1 9 65  a sweet p ot a t o  gar den oppo s i t e  Abuab il i 
was e s t abl i shed in the name o f  the  organi s at ion , and 
suppor t e r s  spent s even day s  in c l earing and p l ant ing . 
The crop was harve sted  t owar d s  the end o f  the year and 
sol d  at  the C entral  Hos p it al  and Honiara marke t for about 
$ 1 00 . For the convenience o f  vi l l ager s east  o f  the 
Nal imb iu , gardens wer e  esta bl i shed ne ar the ir own vi l l age s ; 
in  J anuary 1 9 66  Roroni commenced c l e ar ing i t s  own 
' communal ' gar den e a s t  o f  the vi l l age , and Ka l i  Po int 
fo l l owed in mid- 1 9 6 6 . 

T ab l e  1 1 . 1 3 

C a sh depo s it s  cre d i t ed t o  G aub at a Dev e l opment S o c iety 
at  C ommonwea l th S av ings  Bank , Honiara , 1 964 - 6 5  

25 February 1 9 64 
1 2  Mar ch 1 9 64 

9 Apr i l  1 9 64 
13 July 1 9 64, 
1 9  Augu st  1 9 64 

9 S ept ember 1 964 
8 Decemb er 1 9 64 
1 Apr i l  1 9 65 
l Apr i l  1 965 
1 June 1 9 65 
l June 1 9 65  
l June 1 9 65 

T o t al 

( $ )  

4 9 . 49 
20 . 4 1 

1 .  25 
1 0 6 . 48 

2 . 40 
200 . 04 

1 0 . 45 
1 , 08 9 . 45 

2 2 3 . 85 
0 . 4 6  

1 8  . 1 1 
1 26 . 7 6 

1 , 84 9 . 1 5 

S ource : Gaubat a Deve l opment S oc i ety , S aving s B ank p a s s  
b ook . 

By mid - 1 9 65 the organi s a t ion had s aved abou t $ 1 , 85 0  
( see T ab l e  1 1 . 1 3 ) . S aki sugg e s t ed that the group buy a 
t r actor and tr a i l er for t ransport t o  Hon i ar a  and the 
peop l e  gener al ly approved of thi s  ide a . S aki and other 
memb er s  of the organi s at ion then approached the agr i ­
cul tural fie l d  o f fi cer , E a s t  Guadal canal , who sugge s t ed 
that financial  a s s i s t ance from the Agr icu l tural and 
Indu s t r i a l  L oans Board might be  s ought . The member ship 
of the group , the ir resour ce s ,  and the are a  l ikely to  be 
served by the tr actor and t ra i l er were a s s e s s ed dur ing 
J anu ary and February 1 9 66 , and in Mar ch an app l i cat ion 
for a l oan of $ 1 , 5 00 to comp l e t e  the co s t  of a tractor 



242 

Tab l e  1 1 . 14 

Gaubat a D eve l opment S oc ie t y  s t at ement o f  account , 1 9 66 
( $ ) 

C o s t  of  t r actor -t r ai l er : 

Dext er 2000 3 7  BHP D ie se l  t r actor 
ex Tr ading C o . 

F iv e - t on t ipping trai l er ex 
R . C .  Syme s 

S pare whe e l  for tra i l er 
S pare fr ont whee l  for tr actor 
Insurance 
Re gi s t r at ion and l icence s 
T o t a l  
C ont r ibuted b y  the S ociety 
L o an ied f or 

1 , 888 . 00 

960 . 00 

50 . 00 
60 . 00 
8 0 . 00 
40 . 00 

Pos s ib l e  income peF month fr om tractor-tr a i l er : 

C opr a fre i ght ; four t on s  per month 
at 60�  per bag 

G ar den produce fr e i ght , 2500 b asket s 
at 1 0 �  p er b aske t  

Pas senger s t r ave l l ing with produce 
at 1 0� , 80 per month 

P a s s enger s t r ave l l ing wi thout 
produce at 3 0 � , 40 per month 

Pas senger s t r ave l l ing out at 3 0 � , 
1 20 per month 

Back fre i ght from Hon i ar a , and 
hire o f  uni t  per month 

Total  

Running co s t s per month : 

Wage s for t r actor dr iver 
Wage s for par t -t ime hel per when 

cart ing pr oduce 
Fuel , oil and servic ing 
Depr ec i a t i on at 1 5% 
Mi sce l l aneou s 
Int ere st  on l oan at 5% 
Total  
Po s s ib l e  ne t inc ome per month 

3 8 . 40 

250 . 00 

8 . 00 

1 2 . 00 

3 6 . 00 

40 . 00 

24 . 00 
1 0 . bO 

7 0 . 00 
40 . 00 

5 . 00 
6 . 50 

3 , 0 78 . 00 
1 , 5 60 . 00 
1 5 18 00 

3 84 . 40 

1 5 5 . 50 
2 28 . 90 

S our ce : Per sonal communi cat i on : agr icu l tur al f i e l d  off icer, 
E a s t  Guadal canal . 
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and tr a i l er was submit t ed by the agr i cu l t ur a l  fie l d  
o f f icer o n  b eha l f o f  the or g ani sat ion , with the suppor t 
o f  the D i str i ct C ommi s s i oner , Central  S o l omon s . The 
app l ic at i on a l s o  set  out det a i l s of the pr op o s ed u s e  o f  
the l oan money , e s t imat ed inc ome and running c o st s , and 
sugge sted  t erms of repayment of the l oan ( see Tab l e  1 L l4) . 
On 9 May 1 9 66  the Agr i cu l tur a l  and Indu s t r i a l  Loan s  Board 
out l ined the cond i t i ons under wh ich it  wa s prepared t o  
o ffer a l oan t o  the Gaubat a D evel opment S o ciety . 1 
Arr angement s for the pur cha se  o f  a tr actor and t r a i l er 
from the Br i t i sh S ol omon I s land s Tr ading C ompany were 
sub s equent ly made , but l argely  be cau s e  of shipp ing d e l ay s  
the T adh imboko d i d  no t t ake del ivery o f  the ir veh i c l e  
unt i l  25 Novemb er 1 9 66  ( se e  P l at e  1 1 . 3 ) . 

Organ i s at ion . S aki i s  undoubtedly the gu iding for ce 
of the GDS , but he doe s not openly d·l.c t a t e  it s p o l icy . 
He r e al i s e s  that the group i s  l oo s e ly stru cture d , b a s e d  
a s  i t  i s  o n  a common ident ity among i t s  adherent s .  The 
organ i s at' ion is for the T adhimboko : it  wa s or iginated by 
them and i s  run by them . However , S aki ' s  s ugge st ions 
are alway s l i s t ened t o  and invar iab ly fol l owed , pr inc i ­
p a l l y  b ec au s e  o f  h i s  succe s s  as  an entrepreneur and h i s 
s t atu s a s  a b ig-man . Thu s , on S aki ' s  sugge s t i on , the 
f ir s t l o t  of t obacco was b artered at G i lutae-Gaimal i ,  
and not at  Kal i  Po int wher e  the Kal it on i a  C o -ope r at ive 
S oc i ety  was s t i l l  oper at ing . He wanted t o  avo id  both 
open compet it i on with the Ka l i t onia C o - op erat ive S oci ety 
and the p o s s ib l e  ident i ficat ion of  the new venture with 
h i s  own ent erpr i se . 

The T adhimb oko nominat e d  by S aki t o  b ar t er the or g an­
i s at ion ' s good s were young men , and l ocal ly r e garded as  
re spon s ib l e per s on s , but  S aki r egul ar ly  che cked on the ir 
pr ogre s s . His o f fer to  t r an sport the society ' s  copra t o  
Hon iara a t  a much r educed fre i ght rate  enab l ed him t o  
maint a in a c l o s e  wat ch o n  f inance s and t o  d emon s t r ate t o  
h i s  own people  the s incer ity of  hi s de s ire t o  a s s i st them . 
It  wa s l ar ge ly thr ough h i s  init i at ive and wider knowle dge 
of commer ci a l  mat t e r s  than other T adh imboko , that a 
s aving s b ank account was opened e ar l y  in 1 9 64 in the n ame 
o f  the GDS . 

The need to  secure finan c i al a s s i s t an ce from the 
Agr i cul tur a l  and Indu str ial  Loan s Boar d l ed to the intro­
duct ion of  a mor e forma l and democrat ic  organ i s at i on . A 

S e e  Appendix C .  
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commi t t ee wa s formed , al thou gh a de  facto  commi t t e e  
al ready exi sted . Member s o f  t he l at t er wer e t h e  T adh im­
boko who accompani ed S aki t o  pre sent the gr oup ' s  case  
be fore the agr i cu l tur a l  fie ld  o f f icer , and to  whom the 
first  o f fer of a l oan was made on 9 May 1 9 66 . 1 Mo s t  o f  
them wer e  fr equent ly involved dur ing 1 9 64 i n  b ar t er ing 
the organi sat ion ' s  s t ore good s . Unfor tunate l y  four 
member s of  thi s fir s t  commi t t e e  wer e al so member s of the 
T adhimboko We s t  Sub-D i s t r i c t  C ommit tee , 2 who s e  chairman , 
Vol avo l a  ( the Guadal canal C ouncil  memb er for the region) , 
c ame under a c l oud o f  su sp i c ion fo l l owing a l l e ged con­
ver s ion o f  t ax money col l e cted in 1 964 . 

By the t ime the l oan app l ic at ion wa s submit t ed , l o cal 
oppo s it ion t o  the GDS was b eg inning t o  gain strength . 
It  b egan in the copra area  o f  the Kal i t on i a  C o-operat ive 
S oc iety , with 7 of it s 14 advocat e s  ex-memb er s  of the 
co -operat ive soc iety , one o f  them a past  chairman . Al l 
o f  them , however , had previ ou s ly expre s sed  the ir suppor t 
o f  the GDS , wh i l e  one o f  them ( not a member of  the 
Ka l it on i a  C o - operat ive S oc iety ) was r e sp on s ib l e  for the 
e ar ly barter o f  GDS store  g oo d s  in that ar ea . Thi s 
sma l l  d i s sen t ing group int ended  t o  r evive the Kal iton i a  
C o -oper at ive S o c iety . They c l a imed that o n e  o f  t hem had 
seen the Reg i s t r ar of C o -operat ive S oc iet ie s3 who we l ­
comed the ir int ent ion . They knew that the C entral  
C o - op er at ive As s o c i at i on s t i l l  r e t a ined fund s in the 
name of the Kal iton ia C o -operat ive S ociety . Thi s  fact 
strengthened the ir b e l ie f  that the Ka l itonia C o - oper at ive 
S o ciety was no t r e a l l y  ' fini shed ' ,  al though mo s t  o f  this  
money b e l onged t o  peop l e  who firmly suppor t ed the  GDS 
and want ed the ir share s r e funded . The d i s s enter s main­
t ained that it was t oo e ar ly ye t to u s e  the group ' s  
accumu l at e d  fund s ; that the idea o f  us ing thi s money t o  
purchas e  a tractor and t r a i l er was not r e ferred t o  the 
peop l e ;  and that GDS work was coming mor e and mor e under 
the contro l  of  ' sect ion b e l ong Vol avo l a ' . Rumour s wer e  

S ee Append ix C .  
2 Thi s i s  an informal arm o f  the Guadal canal C ounc i l  
who s e  member s r epre sent var iou s l ocal i t i e s  in the ar e a  
and mee t  t o  di s cus s gener al  mat ter s su ch a s  e duca t i on 
and agr i cu l tural work in the region . 
3 C onver s at ion with the Reg i s t r ar o f  C o -operat ive S oc i ­
e t i e s  pr oved that thi s was not s o . 
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circu l ated  that the GDS wou l d  not ' he l p the peop l e ' and 
that tho s e  who d id not c arry out GDS work wou l d  be  penal ­
i sed . T o  comb at the se  di sturb ing trend s , S aki asked 
Vou z a , who s e  sympathy l ay with the GDS , to  c a l l  an infor ­
mal meet ing of  the ent ir e region at Pap agu . At thi s 
mee t ing b o th Vou z a  and S aki t o l d  the peop l e  that the GDS 
wa s their s :  Vou z a  t o l d  the breakaway gr oup that they were 
turning away from s omething they thems e lve s had helped t o  
cr e at e . S aki added that shoul d  they per s i s t  in the ir 
endeavour to r evive the Kal i t onia C o -operat ive S ociety , 
they woul d  not b e  debarred from u s ing the service s o f  
the GDS i f  they r equired them . The se  exhor t at ions were 
to  no avai l :  the d i s sent ing gr oup wa s firm in its  d e s ire 
to  r e s t ar t  the Kal itonia C o-operat ive S oc i ety . T owar ds  
the end o f  1 9 6 6 , however , it  b e came apparent that the 
d i s s enter s '  re s o lve  had we akened , e speci a l l y  a fter the ir 
l eader had t o l d  them that they shou l d  s t art  the ir own 
gardens : this  they s aw a s  b e ing no d i f ferent fr om the 
GDS .  O f fi c i a l  adv i c e  had al s o  b een received that the 
GDS t r actor and t r a i l er wou ld  definitely  be operat ing 
b e fore t he end of 1 9 66 . 

At another general  meet ing o f  the GDS S aki exp l ained 
that the commit t e e  to whom the l o an had b een o f fered was 
only an interim one : the permanent commit t ee  to  run the 
organi s at ion woul d  cons i s t o f  two repre sent at ive s each 
fr om. the five kema in T adh imb oko . S aki named the t en 
ind iv idual s he had in mindl - two o f  whom wer e  member s 
o f  the o l d  commi ttee  and one o f  them a memb er o f  t he 
Sub -D is t r i ct C ommittee  - o f  whom there wa s unanimou s 
approva l . On a new commi t t e e  member ' s  sugge s t i on ,  S aki 
was a l s o  inc luded . No cha irman or secre t ary was e l e c t ed , 
and memb er s r e l ied  on S aki t o  l ead the d i scu s s i ons  and on 
Vakaot i ,  a s econdary - s choo l - edu cat ed T adhimboko , to main­
t a in the r ecords and account s .  

The r e -or gani sat ion o f  the commit t e e  was an a t t emp t 
t o  meet t he ob j e ct ions o f  the breakaway group , and i t  
r eceived max imum suppor t among the peop l e . It  r epr e s en t ed 
al l social  gr oup s , a s  we l l  a s  b eing the apex o f  a comb ined 
uni t  of economic or gani s at ion . C ommi t t ee memb er s  were 
al s o  cho sen by S aki s o  that they repr e s ent ed vi l l age 
group s from we st  o f  the Na l imb iu , Ko l i  Po int , the Met epono 
area and Roron i . The s e  wer e  a l so the unit s of GDS garden 

S e e  Appendix C .  Be fore thi s mee t ing S aki had d i s cus sed  
informa l l y  the  general accep t ab i l ity o f  the  new commi t t e e  
with a number of  peop le  i n  the ar ea . 
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work . It was the r e spons ib il ity o f  the commit tee  memb er s , 
who me t e i ght t ime s b e tween May 1 9 6 6  and F ebruary 1 9 6 7 , 
t o  expl ain broad pol icy d e c i s i ons  in the ir own ar e a s  and 
l e ad their peop l e  in garden and other GDS wor k .  

The T adhimboko ' s r eque s t  t o  increase  the member ship o f  
the managing commi t t e e  was not ent irely s at i s fact ory t o  
the Agr i cu l tur a l  and Indu s tr ial  Loan s  Board whi ch regar d ­
e d  t h e  number o f  d irector s in who s e  name the l oan had 
b een o f fered as a l r e ady t oo l ar ge and unwi e l dy . Thi s 
v i ew r e fl e cted i t s  experience in the fragmented  We s t ern 
D i st r i c t  where i t  was found d i f f i cu l t  t o  br ing t o ge ther 
and pr o s e cu t e  a l l  trust e e s  when cer t a in l o an- suppor t e d , 
co l l ect ivel y  owned organ i sat i on s  col l ap sed . Thi s i s  a 
weak ar gument which i s  c l e ar l y  inapp l i cab l e  t o  Tadhimboko 
West , the onl y  are a  in the S o l omons with a network o f  
road s . However , the Board final ly agreed t o  the increased 
number of  dire ctor s ,  a ft er the f ie l d  o f f icer re spon s ib l e  
for the l o an app l i cat i on had emphas i sed  that the Board 
cou l d  not p o s s ib l y  l o se on the undert aking : the T adhimboko 
wer e  provid ing 5 0  per cent o f  the t o t al co s t  o f  the unit 
wh i l e  the Board had the power t o  repo s s e s s  i t  if the l oan 
was not r ep a id . 

A l though the Depar tment o f  Agr icu l tur e  and the Agr i cul ­
tur al  and Indu s t r i a l  Loan s B o ar d  wer e  symp athet i c  to  the 
need s o f  the GDS , o ther or gan s  o f  Government wer e  l e s s  
favour ab l e . The C ommi s s ioner o f  Land s apparently  thought 
that Government , by gr ant ing a l oan t o  the GDS , was 
a s s i s t ing the T adhimboko in the ir opp o s it i on t o  Govern­
ment ' s  intere s t  over Muvia . 1 Re l iab l e  informant s r evea l ed 
that a sugge s t i on that the D epartment o f  C o- operat ive 
S o ciet ie s  t ake over the r e spon s ib i l ity of tr aining the 
T adh imb oko in r ecord-ke ep ing was not accep t ab l e  to that 
department . It  maint a ined that GDS operat ions d i d  not 
con form to co - operat ive pr inc ip le s .  Another r e a s on for 
the depar tment ' s  oppo s it i on was that the Kal it on i a  C o­
operat ive S oc ie ty had not yet been d i s s o lved and it  pre­
ferr ed to  see  the peop l e  re su s c it at e  the  o l d  society  
rather than form a new gr oup not in accord with it s 
t enet s .  It  wou l d  appe ar , there fore , that po l i cy infl ex­
ib i l ity wa s the main cau se of the al ienat ion of the GD S 
fr om p o s s ib l e  government a s s i s t ance in account ing and 
aud i t ing . As a r e su l t , r e sp ons ib i l it y  for account s and 
general  superv i s ion fe l l  informal ly on the agr i cu l tur al 
fie l d  o ff i cer , East Guadal canal .  In i t s e l f ,  this  was 

Per s onal  communi ca t i on : C ommi s s i oner o f  Land s , 2 1  May l966. 
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not a b ad resu l t , but an opportun ity for interdepar tment al  
co l l abor at ion , an  approach r ar e ly found in  the S o l omons 
and c l e ar ly t o  the advant age o f  al l c oncerned , was not 
t aken . 

F inancial pos i t ion . The GDS tr actor and t r a i l er com­
menced bu sine s s  on 2 9  November 1 9 6 6 . Data  are ava i l ab l e  
o n  f inancial  aspect s o f  the bu s ine s s  from l at e  November 
1 9 6 6  to mid-February 1 9 6 7 . The fare and fre i ght r a t e s  
levi ed by the GDS o n  it s cu s t omer s  are general ly s imi l ar 
to  tho se char ged by other carr i er s  in the transport bu s i ­
ne s s  out s i de Honiar a . A r eturn far e fr om any p ar t  o f  the 
re g ion t o  Honiara i s  3 0 �  whi l e  fre ight rat e s  for a b a s ket 
of  sweet potato  and a bag  o f  copra are 20�  and 60� r e sp e c ­
t ively . I f  hir e d  by a part i cu l ar individual or group , the 
charge for l e s s  than twenty - five mi l e s  is $ &, and $ 2  extra  
for  every addi t iona l f ive mi l e s  covered . 

From 20  November 1 9 6 6  t o  1 9  February 1 9 6 7  the tran s por t  
bu s ine s s  e arned a gro s s  income o f  $497 . 9 6 .  Total expen s e s  
dur ing the s ame period wer e  $43 1 . 9 9 ,  giv ing a n e t  income 
o f  $ 65 . 9 7 ( see  T ab le 1 1 . 1 5 ) . Mor e than 60 per cent o f  the 
gr o s s  income was due to the patronage o f  members  o f  the 
or gan i s at ion . Cu s t omer s from Vi sal e and Kongga contr i ­
but ed , thr ou gh r egul ar hir ing o f  t h e  tractor and t r ai l er 
dur ing mar ket t ime s , 1 1  and 5 per cent r e spe c t ively , o f  

T ab l e  1 L l 5  

Income and expend iture of G aub at a Deve l opment S oc iety 
t r an sport unit , 2 9  Novemb er 1 9 6 6  t o  19 February 1 9 6 7  

Income 

F are and fre i ght 

Gro s s  income 
Net income 
Average monthly 

income 

4 9 7 . 9 6 

4 9 7 . 9 6  
65 . 9 7 
2 1 . 9 9  

( $ )  

Expend iture 

Wage s o f  dr iver 78 . 5 0 
and hel per 

Reg i s tr at ion o f  u nit 3 0 . 00 
Fue l , oil and 1 60 . 3 3 

s ervi c ing 
Int er e s t  on l o an 

at 5% 
18 . 50 

D epr e c i at ion at 144 . 6 6 
1 5% for 8 6  d a_y_s 

T ot al  expend iture 4 3 1 . 9 9 



248 

the gr o s s income . It wa s cl e ar dur ing the s e  thr e e  months ' 
bu s ine s s  that the T adh imb oko , inc luding the smal l di s s ent ­
ing group , wer e  u s ing the ir own t r an s por t servi ce in pr e ­
ference to  the Chine se carr ier s .  

A net income o f  $ 65 . 9 7 dur ing the fir s t  three months o f  
oper a t i on g ive s a n  average ne t monthly income o f  abou t 
$ 2 1 . 9 9 .  C l e ar ly this  f i gure i s  mu ch l ower than was pre­
d i ct ed by  the agr i cul tur a l  field  o f fi cer ( s ee  T ab l e  1 1 . 14 )  
when pre s ent ing the l oan app l i cat ion , and o n  whi ch the 
t erms o f  repayment , $ 70 per month , wer e  based . A number 
of  fact or s are a s s o c i at e d  with thi s  s i tuat ion . The GDS 
commenced i t s  tran sport bu s ine s s  at a mo s t  di f f i cu l t  t ime . 
The November 1 9 66  fl oo d s  de s t royed a l l  gar den produce in 
the r e gi on and r educed copra  pr oduct ion cons ider ab ly . 
It  wa s more than three  month s b e fore l oc a l  food supp ly 
r eturned to normal . Hence the volume of bu s ine s s  was 
much l ower than i f  the fl ood s had not occurred . In a d ­
d i t i on ,  running exp en s e s  such a s  t o ol s ,  spare par t s ,  and 
r e g i s t r a t i on co s t s  were except ional ly high in the f ir st 
month o f  oper at ion . A s er i ou s  handi cap , t oo ,  was the 
l imit at ion o f  operat ions t o  we st  o f  the Met ep ono . The s e  
d i f f icul t ie s  l ed the GDS c ommit t ee to  r eque st  that l oan 
r epayment be de ferred for thr e e  months , unt i l  May 1 9 6 7 . 
With the support o f  the D i s tr i c t  C ommi s s ioner , Cent r al 
S ol omon s , th i s  r eque st  was approved by the Agr icu l tur al 
and Indu s t r i a l  Loan s Boar d . 

Pro spe ct s .  The immediate  a im has b een fu l f i l led  and 
the tr actor and t r a i l er are now in bu s ine s s . There i s  
c l e ar evi dence o f  support for the t r an sport uni t  through ­
o u t  Tadhimboko ; thi s i s  v i t a l  for i t s  operat i on a s  an 
economic propo s it ion . For the futur e , Saki and other 
commi t t e e  member s are alre ady thinking o f  expand ing the 
group ' s  t r ansport bus ine s s . 

Eventual ly the GDS may enter the copr a -buy ing bu s ine s s . 
When i t  doe s , i t  i s  l ikely t o  compete  very strong ly with 
the l ocal Ch ine s e  tr ader . I t  would  hel p in this  regard 
if Suagi and Gor abau wer e  to b ecome a s sociated . 1 The 
marg in o f  pro fit  der ived by S aki from the copra t r ade 

1 E ar ly in November 1 9 6 6  Gorab au v i l l ager s and a group 
from Suagi commenced c l e ar ing a garden in the name o f  
the GDS . The floods  int errup t ed the ir progre s s  and the 
garden wa s never p l ant ed . Informat ion r e ce ived i n  1 9 68 
ind icated that each vi l l age group had it s own GDS gar den . 
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ent erpr i s e  ind ic a t e s  that the GDS cou l d  af ford t o  buy 
copra  at a pr ice higher than that o f fer ed by Hing Mar . At 
the s ame t ime it would be  ne ces sary to bu i l d  pr oper s t or ­
age sheds  and a hot -a ir drier , the l at t er t o  r e cond it ion 
s ome of  the copra bought . 

Vi l l ager s ar e a s s oc i at e d  with the funct ion ing o f  the 
GDS tran spor t bus ine s s  in two way s . Ind iv idual ly ,  they 
t r ave l by , and transport their produce through , the 
gr oup ' s  tr act or and t r a i l er , but there is l it t l e  sub ­
s t ant ial  short -t erm advant age in thi s as  fre i ght r at e s  
are n o  che aper than tho se  charged b y  Ch ine s e  t r anspor t  
operator s . V i l l age group s a l s o  operat e gardens o f  the ir 
own . Pro ceed s  from the s a l e  o f  vi l l age garden produce 
go into the account o f  the v i l l age concerned , but fre i ght 
char ge s  are paid to the GDS . The money e arned by v i l l age 
group s in this way has  b een sma l l  in r e l at ion t o  t o t a l  
memb e r ship . l At  Roroni there was pre s sure t o  u se the 
vil l age ' s  e arnings  a f t er the November 1 9 66  floods  had 
de stroyed food g ar den s but thi s was succe s s fu l ly r e s i s t ed . 
Thi s  examp l e  r a i s e s  the vit al i s sue concerning the natur e 
and ext ent o f  the r eward to  member s for the ir cont inued 
p art icipat ion in the GDS . It  wou l d  seem that the v i l l age 
group s ' a ccount s are too  sma l l , and the ir s our ce of in­
come t oo irregul ar and unpr e d i ct ab l e , t o  enab l e  cont inued 
support of the s cheme . Perhaps a sys t em of revolving 
bene f i t s paid by the p arent group at set int erva l s  t o  
member hou seho l d s  might he l p  t o  retain memb er s ' int er e s t  
at  a s at i s factory l eve l . 2 

The Roroni G aubata  Deve l opment S ociety account s t ood at  
$ 5 0  at the end o f  1 9 6 6 . Thi s money cou l d  pay only 41�  to  
e ach man , woman and chi l d  for  wor k on  the v i l l age gar den 
during the year - obvi ou s ly a l ow mat erial  rewar d for the 
l abour invo lved . 
2 Informat ion in early 1 9 6 9  ind i cated that the GDS had 
b e come the main suppl ier of sweet  potatoe s to Honiara mar ­
ke t from it s col l e ct ive gar den s , that l oan repayment for 
the t r actor and t r ai l er wer e  on s chedu l e , and that an 
add it ional l oan fo r an I suzu truck was under d i s cu s s ion . 
Arr angement s for superv i s ion , however , remained a s  in 1 9 6 7 : 
the agr i cu l tur al  f ie l d  o ff i cer was st i l l  the e f fe ct ive 
l ia i son with the Government .  



Chapter 1 2  

Wage empl oyment 

The b ackgr ound to paid  work 

Wa ge empl oyment wa s pr obab l y  the f ir s t  avenue by which 
the Ta dhimb oko par t icipa t e d  s i gn i f i cant ly in the cash 
e c onomy . The pr e c i s e  numbe r  of Tadh imb oko wh o worke d in 
Queensl and or F ij i  between 1 8 7 1  and 1 9 1 2  cannot be de f in­
itely e s t ab l i she d ,  but s ince Ma l a i t a  wa s the main r ecru i t ­
ing gr ound , T a dh imb oko pr obab l y  c ompr omi s e d  on ly a minor 
pr op or t i on . Thi s  a s sumpt ion tends t o  be  suppor t e d  by the 
number of  l abourer s r epat r ia t e d  t o  Tadhimb oko at any one 
per iod . Of the 28 2 S o l omon I s l ander s repa tr iate d  fr om 
Que ens l and in J anuary 1 9 0 7 , f or in s t ance , only 1 2  were 
l ande d  in T a dhimb oko ; the maj or i ty l ande d in Ma l a i t a . 1 

When wor_k abr oad  cea se d ,  T a dhimb oko s e eking wage em­
p l oyment unde r t ook l ocal  and l e s s  a t trac t ive work , 2 a s  
b oa t  crews , s t or e  hands , a n d  worker s on p l antat ions and 
t r a ding pos t s  e s t ab l i she d b e tween 1 9 00 an d 1 9 2 0  on the 
Gua da l canal P l a ins and beyon d . Mor e  r e gular emp l oyment 
was o f fer e d  part i cula r l y  a fter 1 9 1 7  when the f ir s t  p l an­
t a t i ons  came int o pr oduc t ion . A l th ough Ma l a i t a  supp l ie d  
the bulk o f  the l ab our for ce , s ome T a dh imb oko were al s o  
emp l oye d .  B y  1 9 3 0  paid  work had b e c ome a ne ce s s it y  f or 

Woodfor d  t o  im Thurn , 6 February 1 9 0 7  (Wes t ern Pacif ic 
H i gh C ommis s i on 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 1 0 ) . The se  12 per s on s  c ompr i s e d  
th o s e  l an de d  i n  both T a dhimb oko E a s t  and We s t . B e cause 
of  c onne c t ions  f orme d wh i l e  in Queens land , it  is  pr obable  
tha t s ome T a dh imb oko mi ght have been r epatr iat e d  e l sewhere 
wh i l e  s ome non-Tadh imb oko , e s pec ial l y  th ose  who s e  h ome s  
l ay in thB h i l l s  b eh in d  the p l a ins , were repatr i a t e d  in 
the r e g i on . 
2 In c ompa r i s on with the Aus tr a l ian co l onie s , par t icularly 
Queens l and ( Scarr 1 9 6 7 : 24 , Hogb in 1 9 39 : 1 6 1 ) . 

2 5 0  
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Me l ane s ians wi thout any other means o f  earning c a sh wi th 
whi ch to pay the pol l t ax 1 

The Me lane s ian worker was contrac t e d  f or a maximum of  
two year s , and  r ec e ive d a ba s ic wage o f  $2  per month plus  
r a t i ons , c l othing and  accommoda t i on .  Thi s  wage rate  
oper a t e d  thr oughout the inter -war per i o d , apart  fr om 
1 9 34-35  when the minimum wa ge wa s r e duce d  t o  $ 1  per month 
fol l owing the dra s t ic fal l  in c opra price s . 2 Thi s  mea sur e  
wa s de s i gne d to  a s s i s t  ec onomi cal l y  depre s s e d  p l anter s an d 
trader s ; i t  a l s o  r e duced the number of Mel ane s ians  in wage 
empl oyment fr om 6 , 1 1 5  in 1 9 2 7  to 3 , 09 6  in 1 9 35 . 3 

W i th Wor l d  War I I  came v ir tua l ly unl imi t e d  emp l oyment 
openings in T a dh imb oko : in the Br i t i sh - c ontr ol l e d  Lab our 
C orp s , at the ve ge tab l e  farm at I l u , in the bui l ding and 
r oa d  cons truc t i on gangs a t  the mi l itary ba s e , and in 
l�undry work for �i l it ary per s onne l . Mel ane s ian s in the 
Labour C or p s  r ece ive d $4 per month p l us r a t i ons  whi l e  
' free ' l ab ourer s earne d $ 24 t o  $ 32 p er month . 4 Thus the 
period  of  mi l i t ary occupat ion wa s one of  unprece dente d  
wea lt h f or the Tadhimboko . When the c iv i l ian a dmini s ­
trat i on t ook contr ol  i n  1 94 6 , and p l anters  r e s umed con­
t r ol o f  the ir e s t a te s , wage s sank to $4 per month p lus  
keep . B e caus e  of the heavy capital  expenditure r equir e d  
for rehab i l i ta t i on of  p l antat ions , the l ow average val ue 
of  c opra per t on dur ing 1 9 30-40 , and the fact tha t war 
damage c ompen sat i on wa s never di s tr i but e d t o  S o l omons ' 
r e s i dent s , such a wage rate wa s inevi t abl e . But Me lane s -

1 Al l Mel ane s ian mal e s  a ge d  1 6  t o  6 0  year s paid  a n  annual 
pol l tax whi ch was c ol le c te d by di strict  of f icer s . The 
r a t e s  var ie d with what the Government c ons idere d wa s the 
capac i ty of the pe op l e  t o  pay . The p o l l  tax dur ing the 
pre -war year s f or Ngge l a ,  S avo , Sant o I sabe l , Rus s e l l  
I s l ands , G i z o  a n d  Shor t l and wa s $ 2 ;  f or Gua dal cana l , $ 1 ; 
and f or Mal a it a , San Cr i s toba l , and Santa Cruz , 5 0� . 
F or the year en de d 3 1  March 1 9 3 1 , $ 1 7 , 394 wer e  co l l e c t e d  
( B SIP Annual Rep or t  1 9 3 1 : 1 9 ) . 
2 BSIP  Annual Rep ort for 1 9 34 ( 1 9 35 : 9 ) . 
3 B SIP Annua l Re por t f or 1 9 3 2 ( 1 9 3 3 )  and Annual f or 
1 9 35 ( 1 9 3 6 ) . 
4 H ogb in ( 1 9 5 1 : 1 9 )  point e d  out tha t  ' in one v i l l a ge in 
Guada l canal in · l 94 3  . . .  a l l the men engage d in l aundry wor k ,  
f o r  wh ich they rece ive d s ixty do l l ar s  ( £ 1 8 )  [ $A 3 6 ]  per 
week plus rat ion s  for themse lve s and the ir fami l ie s ' .  



2 5 2  

ians wer e  u s e d  t o  h i gher r a t e s  o f  pay a n d  March ing Rul e 
l e a der s '  deman ds f or a wage rate  of $ 24 t o  $ 3 2 per month 
l e d  t o  dea dl ock and a genera l  l ab our shortage . I t  wa s 
only a fter  the March ing Rul e  had been di s cre dite d ,  i t s  
l e a der s arre s te d ,  and ac t ive supp or t f or i t  weakene d ,  
that any number o f  Me lane s ians o f f er e d  the ir service s a s  
p lanta t i on l abourer s .  

The BSIP  Lab our Regulat i on 1 94 7  r equir e d  tha t labour ­
e r s  engage d by profe s s i onal recruiter s ha d t o  have wr i t t en 
c ontr a c t s  witne s s e d  by  a dminis trat ive off icer s appointe d 
f or the pur p o s e . Onl y  tho s e  apparent l y  over the age o f  
e ighteen year s were l e ga l l y  c apab l e  o f  enter ing int o a 
c ontra c t . The few worke r s  who were accompanie d by  their 
fami l ie s  c ould  be c ontracte d f or a maximum of  two year s , 
wh i l e  unacc ompanie d worker s ,  who f orme d the ma j or ity , 
c ou l d  c ontract  f or a maximum o f  twe lve months . Thi s  
arrangement l a s t e d  unt i l  1 9 60  when the Government a dopt e d  
a recon:rrnenda t i on o f  the Spe cial  Lab our C on:rrni s s i oner , who 
ma de a br i e f  survey of the l abour p os i t i on in the S o l omons , 
f or a p o l icy wh ich woul d ' enc our a ge worker s s p ont ane ou s l y  
t o  pre s en t  themse lve s f o r  emp l oyment ' ( Syke s 1 9 5 8 : 2 1 ) . 
The c ontract sy s t em wa s then abo l i she d ,  and a ful l cash 
wage was inst i tute d . 

Wage empl oyment on p l an tat i ons wa s not a nece s s i ty t o  
mos t T a dh imb oko , who ha d b righter emp l oyment pr ospec t s  
ava ilable  l oc all y thr ough ,s crap-metal  c ol le c t i on fr om 
1 95 0  t o  1 9 5 3 . Dur ing tho s e  years f ive T a dh imboko wer e  
hir e d  a s  s cr ap -me t a l  c ontract or s . Each c ontract or had 
15 t o  2 0  l ab ourer s ,  mos t  of whom wer e  T a dh imboko a l though 
s ome wer e r ecruit e d  from Par ipao and Mal ango-Vul o l o .  The 
c ontrac t or s  wer e  re s pons ib l e  for or ganis ing the c o l l e c t ion 
and del ivery of the s crap-metal  t o  Honiar a  and the monthl y  
co l l e c t i on o f  payment s .  Rel iabl e  s ourc e s  show that s crap 
me t a l  wa s paid for acc or d ing to th e fol l owing rate s :  bra s s  
she l l  c a s e s , $ 1 2  per t on ;  lead- c over e d  cabl e , $ 8  per t on ;  
bat t ery l ea d ,  $ 6  per t on ; c opper radi at or s , $ 6  per t on ;  
and drums , $ 4  each . Each c ontrac t or was pai d  ab out $ 800 
t o  $ 1 , 2 00 per month , par t icular l y  dur ing the f ir s t  s ix 
month s  o f  1 9 5 0 . From thi s  money a l ab ourer r e c e ive d $ 14 
t o  $ 20 in wage s . Thu s  with a maximum labour force o f  2 0  
a n d  a wage r a t e  o f  $ 14 t o  $ 2 0 p e r  month , a c ontract or 
c oul d himse l f  earn $ 4 00 t o  $ 9 20 per month a t  the peak o f  
t h e  s crap-me t a l  bus ine s s . 

In  1 9 5 2  V ouza c ontracted with K . H . D .  Hay Pty  Lt d t o  
c ol l ec t  mar s den mat t ing fr om Kal i  and Carney a ir fi e l ds  
on  the  b as i s  o f  a payme nt o f  $ 5 . 40 per  t on .  The 2 , 8 00 
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t o n s  o f  s t eel  matt in g  c ol l ecte d gave a gro s s  income o f  
$ 1 5 , 1 20 over a per iod o f  f ive month s . F or the 2 0 0  lab our ­
er s ,  who wer e  mos tl y  Tadhimboko , gro s s  earnings wer e  
approxima t e ly $ 1 5  per month . However , becau s e  rat ion s  
wer e  i s sue d  by  the c ompany , and the ir val ue deduc t e d  from 
the t otal  val ue of  the c ontrac t , each labour er r eceive d 
cons i derab l y  l es s  than thi s  in ca sh ; and the rat ions , 
be ing obt aine d who l e sal e ,  in fact c o st the c ompany s i g­
ni f icant l y  l e s s  than the ir book val ue . The labourers  
c oul d have pr ovide d  f or the i r  own sub s i s t ence and  hence 
wer e  not very s at i s fied  with thi s  arrangement . 

When the s crap-me t al bus ine s s  ende d ,  l ocal wage l ab our 
oppor tunit i e s  l e s s en e d  al though j ob s  wer e  ava il ab l e  at  
the S o l omon I s l an ds T imber C o . at  Tenavatu , a t  Ilu F arm , 
an d at  T e t ere  p l antat ion . The Tadh imboko ' s  intermi t tent 
nee d f or ca sh meant that he occa s i onal ly  t ook a dvantage 
o f  the s e  opening s , but there was , on the whol e ,  no 
pre s s ing nece s si ty to s e l l  one ' s l ab our . C a sh c oul d 

· a l s o  be  obt a in e d  l ocal l y  thr ough the sal e of c opra t o  
i tinerant trader s ,  an d there was a n  incre a s ing demand for 
gar den pr oduce in H oniara market and government i n s t i tu­
t ions in the capi t a l . Thus s ince 1 9 5 3  the T a dh imboko 
have become incre a singly dependent on the ir l and as a 
means o f  e arning cash and le s s  depend ent on pr o l onge d 
wage l ab our . 

Expatr iate  work- p l ac e s  in T a dh imboko We s t  

The e i gh t  main place s o f  work i n  the r e gion have been 
ava il ab l e  for d i f f erent per iods  of  t ime s ince Wor l d  War TI .  
I l u  Farm ha s o f fered work c ont inuous ly s ince the end o f  
the war wh i l e  the t imber mi l l  a t  T enavatu  c ommenc e d  oper ­
a t i ons in 1 9 5 0 . Tetere Lepr o sar ium was buil t in 1 948  and 
s tart e d  accept ing pat i ent s in mi d- 1 94 9 . A l though K . H . D .  
Hay acqu ir e d  a ninety-nine-year l ea s e  on Tetere  p l antat ion 
( 340  acr e s )  in 1 95 5 , Gua dal canal P l a ins Lt d a s  such did  
not  come into b e ing unt i l  1 9 65 . 1 I n  th at year Guadal ­
canal P l ains L t d  s tar t e d  p l ant ing me�hani s e d  dry l and 
r ice  at  Gavaga and impor t e d  250 head o f  cat t l e  from 
Austral i a . The C ommonwea l th D evel opment C orporat ion 
entere d the S o l omon s ' inves tment fiel d i n  1 9 64 with r ic e , 
s oya b ean and o i l  palm trial s a t  I lu .  H ing Mar , a Honiara 
trader , br i e f l y  opera t ed a s t or e  and copra-buying depot  

It  wa s backe d by Austral i an cap ital  inve s tment and 
s eparate d  fr om the l e s see ' s o ther c ommercial  intere s t s , 
Mendana Enterpr i s e s  in par t i cular . 
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a t  Karekoka , T a dh imboko E a s t , in 1 9 61 , but h a s  concen­
trate d on T e t ere s ince 1 9 63 . A . R .  Dethr i dge t o ok over a 
s t or e  busine s s  from a Chine s e  trader at  Tenavat u  in 1 9 62 . 
The D epartment of Agr icul tur e ' s  r ice t r i a l s  at  I l u  s t ar t e d  
i n  1 95 9 . Tabl e  1 2 . 1  l i s t s the monthl y  l ab our force o f  
the se  p l a c e s  dur ing 1 9 6 6 , whe n  the t otal  numbe r  o f  per s ons  
emp l oyed f or wage s on  a permanent bas i s1 f l uc t uate d be­
tween 1 14 and 1 39 per  month , with  an average o f  about 1 2 7  
The S o l omon I s l ands Timber C o . empl oyed more than 3 7  p er 
c ent o f  per s on s  in permanent wage empl oyment a t  any one 
t ime . Dur ing Oct ober 1 9 6 6  these work-pl ace s engaged 1 2 9  
worker s ,  o f  whom onl y 6 ,  o r  ab out 5 per c ent , wer e  T a d­
h imboko ( se e  T ab l e  1 2 . 2 ) . H owever , throughout 1 9 66 , 40 
T a dh imboko men and women wer e  empl oyed  at  the ma in work­
place s f or per iods  ranging fr om 1 t o  1 2  month s ; t he s e  in­
cl uded 25  women from Roron i , Tenahulu and Komuvaolu who 
worke d a s  wee der s in GPL ' s r i ce f i el ds .  Thi s i s  l ikel y  
t o  b e c ome a r e gul ar featur e  of  GPL l ab our s i nc e  th at 
company has  no imme diate p l ans  f or the mechanis e d  ma in­
t enance of  r ice f ie l ds . More over , the Gover nment has 
given GPL the opt ion on a ninety-nine-ye ar l ea s e  on the 
gra s s e d  area o f  Muvia E a s t . When the company ' s  r ice­
growing programme cover s much of the  area b e tween Roroni 
and the Metepono River , wage emp l oyment open ings for 
T a dh imb oko will incre a s e  gre at l y . 

A s  T ab l e  1 2 . 2  shows , few T a dhimboko worke d on a per­
manent b a s i s  in the region ' s ma j or wor k- p l a ce s . It d i d  
not  fol l ow ,  however , that they woul d n o t  t ake empl oyment 
on a t emporary ba s i s  f or in 1 9 6 6  th i s  brought them a 
valuab l e  amount o f  c a sh . I t  i s  s igni ficant tha t  T a dh im­
b oko in permanen t  empl oyment did not p o s se s s  suf fic ient 
bear ing coconut s to give them an inc ome from c opra . 

A s  has been usual for the S o l omons genera l l y  unt il  the 
1 9 60 s , the Mal a it an s  dominate d  the labour force in the 
r e g i on , inc l uding that empl oye d on a ca sua l  b a s i s . 

The labour turnover dur ing 1 9 6 6  wa s f a ir l y  h i gh :  more 
than 4 3  per cent o f  thos e  empl oye d on a permanent ba s i s  
i n  the main work-plac e s  worked f or 3 months o r  l es s , 2 5  

The mos t  cons i s tent emp l oyer of  l ab our o n  a tempor ary  
b as i s  wa s the  Department of Agr icul tur e ' s  r i c e  exper imen t s  
s cheme at  I l u , wher e  ca sual l ab our wa s frequent l y  hir e d  
t o  clean the irr i ga t ion canal and harve s t  the s oya b e ans . 
Women wer e  al s o  r e gul ar ly  empl oye d on a casua l  ba s i s  at  
I l u  Farm to  s l augh t er and cl ean p oul t ry . 



Table 1 2 . 1  

Total monthly labour force in Tadhimboko West , by work-place , 1 966 

Work-El ace Januari Februari March A:er i l  Ma;[ June Jull August September 

S o l omon I s land s T imber Co . 4 5  44 44 44 45 41 41 43 48 

Ilu rice exper iment s ( BSIP 1 0  1 0  1 1  1 1  
Dept o f  Agricu l ture ) 

1 0  10  10  10  9 

Connnonwealth Devel opment C orp . 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Ilu Farm 1 8  2 8  24 2 9  3 1  23 21 23 16 

A . R .  Dethridge , Tenavatu 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Guadal canal Plains Ltd 16 18 21 24 29 34 34 35 30 

Hing Mar , Tetere 1 1  1 1  1 3  1 1  10 11 11 1. 2 1 1  

Tetere Leprosar ium ( BS IP 9 8 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 Medical Dept ) 

Total 1 14 1 24 1 2 7  1 33 1 3 9  1 3 3  1 3 1  1 3 7  1 28 

October November 

48 5 2  

9 9 

2 2 

20 1 5  

2 2 

3 2  2 6  

7 6 

9 10  

129  1 22 

December 

4 9  

9 

2 

14 

2 

24 

3 

1 1  

1 14 

N lJ1 lJ1 



solomorl D i strict/ 
area of or igin I s l ands 

Timber C o .  

Guadalcanal* 

Tadhimboko West 4 

Malango/Vu lo l o  1 6  

Paripao 2 

Chimiu 0 

Tal ise 2 

Ao l a  0 

Avu Avy. 0 

Bota-Moli 0 

Veuru-Mo l i  0 

Guadalcanal total 24 

Nggela 8 
Savo 2 

Mal aita 1 1  

Reef I s l and 0 

Renne l l 0 

S ikai ana 1 

S anta Isabel 2 

Table 1 2 . 2  

D i strict o f  origin and area o f  the labour force in Tadhimboko West ' s  

- - ----c:onnnonwealt.h I l u  r i ce 
experiments DevelopmPnt 

Cor p .  

0 0 

0 1 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

0 0 
4 1 
0 0 

0 0 

l l 

3 0 

0 0 

0 0 

l 0 

main work-places ,  October_]J66 

_,_·------·--� - '--· ___ , __ 

Ilu Guadalcanal 
Farm A . R .  Dethridge Plains Ltd 

---- ----- --- ------

0 0 2 

l 0 2 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 2 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 6 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 7  2 2 5  

0 0 l 

2 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

H ing Mar 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 
*See F i g .  8 . 2  for the loca t i on of the sub-d i s tr i ct s  in Guadalcanal 

Tetere 
Leproaarium Total 

0 6 

0 2 1  

0 2 

2 3 

2 8 
0 1 
0 1 

0 l 

1 1 
5 44 
0 8 
0 2 

4 65 

0 4 

0 2 

0 1 

0 3 

9 1 2 9  

'!, of Tota l  
---- ---

4 . 66 

1 6 . 29 

1 . SS 
2 . 3 3  

6 . 20 

0 .  7 7  

0 . 7 7  

o .  7 7  

0 . 7 7 

34 . 1 1  

6 . 20 

1 . 5 5 

50 . 39 

3 . 1 0  

1 .  5 5  
o .  7 7  
2 . 33 

1 00 . 00 

N V1 O'\ 
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p er cent for b e tween 4 and 8 month s , and 3 2  p er cent for 
9 to 12 months ( see  T ab l e  1 2 . 3 ) . Only nine Tadh imboko 
worke d f or more  than 9 months wh i l e  the ma j wer e  
emp l oye d for u p  t o  3 month s . H i gh l abour t urnover was 
par t i cu l ar l y  marke d a t  I lu F arm , whi l e  the Sol omon 
I s l ands T imber C o . had th e l ar ge s t  numbe r  o f  worker s who 
s taye d on the j ob f or 1 2  month s or mor e . The s e  d i f fer­
enc e s  r e su l t e d  l ar ge l y  fr om the  at t it ude s of the r e spec­
t ive managemen t s  t owar ds the i r  Mel ane s ian emp l oye e s , and 
preva i l ing wage r ate s . The pr opr i e t or of  I l u  Farm was 
regar ded by T a dhimboko an d other Sol omon I s l ander s a s  
arr ogant and di scriminatory t owar ds Melanes i ans . l Dur ing 
late 1 9 6 6  the p o s i t i on wa s aggr ava t e d  under a r e l i eving 
manager , a l ong- t erm r e s i dent of the Sol omons wh o wa s 
though t  by Mel anes ians to  show a l ack o f  r e spect when 
deal ing with worker s .  The r e l a t i onship be tween manage­
ment and worker s in the Sol omon I sl ands T imber C o . was 
vas t ly b e t t er . B a s ic  wage s f or unsk i l l e d  labourer s at  
T enavatu dur ing 1 9 6 6  d i d  not fall  bel ow $ 24 per month 
whi l e  at  I l u  F arm the h i gh e s t  b a s ic  wage , f or a c arpen­
ter , was onl y $ 2 1  ( see Tab l e  1 2 . 4 ) . 

The Government has  not s t i pulat e d  a minimum wage , 
al though th is  i s  prov i de d  f or in the BSIP  Lab our Or di­
nance 1 9 60 . 2 It  s uppor t s the  view o f  the  Spec ial Labour 
C onnni s s i oner ( Syke s 1 95 8 )  that wages  mus t  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  
pr o duc t iv i t y  and the gener al e conomy o f  the S o l omons . 

K . H . D . Hay owns th e only hotel - Mendana Hotel  - in the 
S o l omons . Unt il  1 9 6 7  S o l omon I s l ander s were b arre d  from 
dr inking in i t s  sal oon an d l ounge b ar s . The Government 
woul d not l e g i s l at e  a ga i n st s uch di scr imina t or y  pr a c t i c e s  
o n  the ground that l e gi s l at i on woul d not s olve t h e  pr ob ­
l em ,  whi ch i t  cons i dere d  was b a s e d  l ar ge l y  o n  p e op l e ' s 
a t t i tude s . In  t he December 1 9 6 7  s it t ing o f  the Legi s ­
l a t ive C ounci l , Mr W i l l i e  Betu  ( I s obel -Rus s el l s )  a sked 
why the di s cr iminat ory pract i c e  o f  the pr opr i e t or o f  the 
Mendana Hotel  wa s not c on s i dere d  i l l e ga l . The At t orney­
Genera l  r ep l i ed that no one had in fact l o dged a c om­
p la int a gainst  the hot e l : had they done so the c ourt 
might have f ound tha t  i t s  a c t i ons were i l l egal ( BSIP  
News She e t  no . 2 2 o f  1 9 6 7 , p . 1 0) . 

S e c t i on 2 7 ,  sub sect ions 1 and 2 of  t he Lab our Or dinance 
1 9 60 ,  author i s e  the H i gh C onnni s s i oner , We s t ern Paci fic  
H i gh C onnni s si on ,  to  s e t  a minimum wage a f ter c ons u l t a t ion 
wi th r epre senta t iv e s  of  worker s and empl oyer s .  



Table 1 2 . 3  

Labour turnover in expatr iate work-places in Tadbimboko West , 1966 

Number of Solomon Ilu r ice Commonwealth Ilu Guadalca'lal 
months Islands experiments Development Farm A . R .  Detbridge Plains Ltd Hing Mar 

employed T imber Co . Corp . 

6 0 0 40 0 0 1 

2 6 0 0 18 0 0 2 

3 8 3 0 4 0 7 2 

4 9 l 0 4 0 s 1 

4 0 0 4 0 6 0 

6 3 0 0 3 0 2 1 

2 l 0 3 0 0 2 

8 2 1 0 0 0 3 l 
0 0 2 

10 0 0 0 1 0 5 0 

1 1  0 0 0 5 0 2 3 

1 2  31 6 2 2 1 2  2 

Total employed 
( on permanent 74 14 3 85 2 4 2  1 7  
basis) 

Tetere 
Leprosarium Total 

4 5 1  

1 1  3 7  
3 2 7  

3 2 3  

1 1 5  

0 9 
2 1 0  

0 7 

1 1 2  

0 6 

0 1 0  

3 58 

28 265 

"f. of t otal 

1 9 . 25 

13. 96 

10 . 19 

8 . 68 

S . 66 

3 . 40 
3. 77 
2 . 64  

4 . 53 

2 . 26 

3 .  7 7  
2 1 . 89 

100 . 00 

N V1 
co 



Table 1 2 . 4  

Monthlx wa!iie rate b:t work-Elace in Tadhimboko West 
and total 12ersons in each wa�e-rate cate�or:i:: , October 1966 

Monthly 
Ilu r i ce Commonwea l th 

Ilu Guadalcanal Tetere % o f  
experiments 

Development 
Farm A . R .  Dethridge 

Plain s  Ltd 
Hing Mar 

Leprosar ium Total 
Total 

14 . 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 
14 . 7 0  0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
1 5 . 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 5 3 . 88 

1 6 . 00 0 0 0 10 0 7 0 0 1 7  
1 7  . 00 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
18 . 00 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 8 
1 9 . 00 0 0 0 0 1 10 0 0 1 1  
1 9 . 50 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 6 9 
20 . 00 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 6 5 2  40 . 31 

2 1 . 00 0 4 0 1 0 0 1 1 7 
2 2 . 00 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
2 3 . 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
24 . 00 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 30 23 . 25 

2 6 . 00 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 
28 . 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
2 9 . 00 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
29 . 50 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
3 0 . 00 1 1  0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 3  2 6  2 0 . 1 5  

34 . 50 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 4 3 . 10 

3 6 . 00 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
38 . 10 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
40 . 00 + 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 5 .4 3  

-·--- -·---

42 . 90 + 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 . 50 + 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 . 33 -----------
90 . 00 + 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

100 . 00 + 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 . 55 

Total 48 9 2 20 2 3 2  7 9 1 2 9  1 00 . 00 

+ The high wage rates paid to the few men working for the S ol omon I slands Timber C o .  are l argely in recogn i t i on of their l ong service , their s k i l l  as carpenter s N or mill hand s , and their mechanical apt itude . Men working elsewhere who possess s imilar s ki l l s  do not rece ive similar remunerat ion , or even rewards in recognit ion 
o f  their s ki l l s .  \.J1 "" 
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Thus, a f ter the new L ab our Ordinance came int o for ce on 
1 June 1 9 60 , the accept e d  minimum wage of $4 plus  r at i ons 
per month or $ 1 0  to $ 1 2  with out rat i ons c ont inue d ( BSIP  
1 9 5 9 : 8) unt i l  1 9 64 .  Basic  wage s vary b ec au se no 
minimum wage has b een Empl oyer s ,  inc l u ding 
Government , appar ently c ons i der tha t  S o l omon I sl ander s 
have a nar r ow r ange o f  sub s i s tence requirement s and tha t  
the ir l evel o f  product iv ity i s  s t i l l  l ow .  The s carc ity  
of j ob training pro gr amme s  unt i l  1 9 60 ha s t ende d  to  per­
petuate  th i s  outl ook . Such c on s i dera t i ons h ave influ-
enc e d  emp l oyer s  t o  opt f or a l ow wage r ate  (Myint 
1 9 64 : 5 6 ) , even where the economics  of the ir e nt erpri s e s  
woul d a ll ow them t o  pay much higher . 

Only a t  one pl ace o f  emp l oyment are rat ions now i s sue d 
t o  worker s .  Thi s i s  at Tetere  Lepr o s ar ium wher e rat ions 
acc ount for 34 to  40  per cent o f  the labour er ' s monthl y  
wage . El s ewher e in the r egi on wage s a r e  pai d  in ful l 
c a sh val ue . 

In 1 9 66 the Sol omon I s l a nds  T imber C o . empl oye d the 
great e s t  number of worker s who wer e  accompanied by their 
famil ie s  ( see  T ab l e  1 2 . 5 ) , as a r e sul t l ar ge ly of the ir 
sat i s factory hous ing progr amme and a l l ocat i on of sma l l  
b l ocks  o f  l and f o r  gar dening ( s ee  P l a t e  1 2 . 1 ) . Thes e  
fact or s  enc oura ge a permanent l abour f orce and i t  woul d 
b e  t o  the a dvantage of  other emp l oyer s in the r eg ion io 
emul a t e  the s e  act ivi t i e s . Hous ing f or GPL ' s p l antat ion 
worker s doe s  not appear t o  c onform to  minimum l e ga l  
r e quirement s ( see P l at e  1 2  2 ) . 

Dur ing 1 9 6 6 , 65  Ta dhimboko wer e  emp l oye d out s i de the 
r e gion . Their  di s tr ibut i on by work-p l ace , durat ion of 
empl oyment , and b a s ic wage is sh own in T ab l e  1 2 . 6 .  The 
l ar ge s t  s ingle group worked f or the B S IP P or t s Author ity 
on a c a s ual  b a s i s  from June to  Augus t  1 9 66 and December  
1966  to  J anuary 1 9 6 7 . Mos t  Tadh imb oko empl oye d f or c a sh 
out s i de the r e gion dur ing 1 9 66 ,  a s  unski l l e d  l abour er s ,  
wer e  on b a s ic wages  comparab l e  t o  tho s e  earne d by  more 
than 44 per c ent o f  worker s empl oyed in the r egion ' s 
main work-place s ( see Tabl e 1 2 . 4 ) . But the s e  T a dh imb oko , 
unskil l e d  labourer s out s ide the r egion , wer e on wag e s  
s l i gh t l y  l e s s  than tho s e  r e c e ived by unsk i l l ed l ab ourer s 
a t  the Tenavat u  t imbe r  mil l , including ca sual l ab our e r s  
ther e . Only four Tadhimb oko emp l oyed out s i de th e r egion 
dur ing 1 9 66 receive d b a s i c  wage·s ab ove $ 28 per month , 



T ab l e  1 2 . 5 

Mar ital  s t at u s  o f  T adhimboko W e s t ' s  l abour force , by work-p l ace , 
Octob er 1 96 6 

S ingl e Marr ied , Married , 
Wor k-p l a c e  unaccompanied accompanied men by f ami ly by family 

S o l omon I s l and s T imber Co . 2 2  9 1 7  
I lu r i ce exp er imen t s  6 2 1 
C ommonweal th D eve l opment Corp . 1 1 0 
I l u  Farm 1 7  1 2 
A . R .  D e thr idge 2 0 0 
Guada l canal P l a in s  Ltd 23  0 9 
H ing Mar 4 0 3 
Teter e  LeEr o s ar ium 6 1 2 
T o t a l  8 1  1 4  34 

T o t al 

48 

9 
2 

20 

2 

3 2  

7 
9 

1 2 9  

% o f  
t o t a l  

3 7 . 2 1  

6 . 9 7 

1 . 55 

1 5 . 50 

1 . 55 

24 . 82 

5 . 43 

6 . 9 7 
1 00 . 00 

N Q'\ I-' 
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P l at e  1 2 . 1 .  Lab our l ine s at  the S o l omon I s l and s T imber 
C o . at T enavatu 

P l at e  1 2 . 2 .  A GPL p l antat ion worker and h i s  family in 
fr ont o f  their t in shack 



Work-place 

�: 
Guadalcanal Council 

BSIP Government 

R . C . Symes Ltd 

A & G Blum Ltd 

Other 

BSIP Por t s  Authority 

Berande Plant at i on 

S anta I sabel : 

R . C .  Symes L td 

Yandina: 

LPPL 

Total 

Number 
emp l oyed 

46 

4 

6 5  

Tab l e  1 2 . 6  

Tadhimboko West people employed outs ide the region , 1966 

Monthly 
wage rate 

( $ ) 

so 

1 6  

14 

46 

4 2  

2 4  

2 0  

20 

1 8  

1 9  

14 

28 . 20 

1 8 . 80 

20 

P iece 
rate 

24 

Mar i t al 
s tatus 

s ingle 

separated 

2 married 

3 sing l e  

S ingle 

S ep arated 

S ingle 

41 married 

5 s ingle 

A l l  mar r ied 

2 married 

2 s ingle 

S ingle 

Posi tion 

Executive o f f i cer 

C lerk 

Me ssenger 

C l erk, Lands Dept 

C lerk, Police · Dept 

Driver , Pub l ic Works 
Dept 

Labourer 

Labour�r 

Bar-tender 

Kitchen-hand 

Shop a s s i stant . 

Boss boy 

Labourers 

Copra cut t er s  

Copra cut ters 

Garage a s s i s t an t  

P e r i o d  employed <months) 

Al 1 for 12 months 

All for 12 months 

8 

Two group s :  30 for 2-3 

1 6  for 1-2 

A l l  for 1 2  months 

All for 3 months 

1 2  

.Average per foa worked: 
4 . 6  months 

N °' w 
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three o f  them working on a permanent b a s i s .  The s e  were 
wel l - e ducated  peopl e in p o s i t ions of  r e spons ib i l i t y , with 
cons i derab l e  opp or t uni t ie s  f or pr omot i on . 

Th e numer ical  s i gn i ficance o f  the Tadhimboko casua l l y  
emp l oyed by  the B S I P  Por t s  Author i ty i n  1 9 66 nee d s  amp l i ­
f i ca t i on . S t evedor ing has  a lway s pr ovided s ome c a sh 
earnings · for the Tadh imboko . Inde e d , it  has  b een a maj or 
avenue through wh ich many Tadhimboko wer e  int r o duce d t o  
wage empl oyment and the cash e conomy genera l l y  dur ing the 
p o s t -war decade s . Men wer e hir e d  on a t emporary monthl y  
b a s i s . Thi s  arrangeme nt h a s  pr oved s at i s fac t ory t o  many 
T a dhimboko who de s ir e d  a l imited  amount of money and br i e f  
br eaks  f r om the vil lage r out ine . A l s o  the oppor tunity  f or 
work on the whar f may c ome at  a t ime when c a sh oppor tun­
i t ie s  at home ar e not r e a d i l y  avai l ab l e , such as in mi d-
1 9 6 6  when a lmo s t  a l l  the T a dhimboko who came t o  work did  
not  have copra a s  a s ource o f  cash inc ome . addit ion , 
much of  the ir gar den pr o duce , whi ch was l at er s ol d  at 
Honiara marke t , had not matur e d  at  the beginning o f  June . 
For thi s  group , therefor e , work on the whar f was not a 
vi tal  nece s s it� al though the opport unity t o  earn s ome 
c a sh wa s wel come d .  However , t o  tho s e  who engage d dur ing 
D ecember 1 9 6 6  to January 1 9 6 7  ( among wh om wer e included  
near l y  all  the T a dhimboko wh o worked in mid- 1 9 66 ) , wage 
l abour wa s e s s ent i al : the mid-November 1 9 6 6  fl oods des ­
troyed al l f o o d  gar den s o n  the Gua da l canal P l ains , and 
emer gency r a t ions i s s ue d  by the · Government and the Gua da l ­
canal C ounc i l  wer e  insuf f ic ient for a de quate s ub s i s t ence . 
More over , a s  i s  shown by the ear nings of  worker s from 
Roroni ( se e  T ab l e  1 2 . 7 ) , work on the whar f c ont ribut e d  
s igni f icant ly t o  their c a sh income s dur ing 1 9 66 . 

Wage empl oyment f or Tadhimboko 
entrepreneur s 

T o  s ome Tadh imboko ,  par t i cul ar l y  non-copra pr o ducer s ,  
empl oyment for l ocal  entrepreneur s gave a val uab l e  s upple­
mentary s our ce of  c a sh dur ing 1 9 6 6 . They  wer e  engaged to  
p er form spec i f i c  t a sks such a s  l and cl e ar i ng for food  
gar dens , the s owing o f  a def init e number of  sago tha t ch ,  
house  bui l d ing , and the cl ear ing o f  coconut and cocoa 
grove s . C ontr ac t  work of thi s  nature a lway s involved 
remunerat ion in c a sh rather than in kind . Dur ing 1 9 6 6  
payment s f or t a sk work r ange d b etween $ 1 0 a n d  $ 2 0 p e r  j ob .  
C ontract  worker s comp l e t e d  their s i de o f  the bargain in 
the ir own t ime ; there was no c ompul s i on for c ont inuous 
and r e gul ar work . Such an arrangement r e c ogni s e d  that 



Table 1 2 .  7 

Net earninj1is of Roroni men em:eloxed b:i'. BSIP Por t s  Authori_ty ,  
June-Auj1ius t  1966 and December 1966-January 1 9 6 7  

( $ )  

Workers 
4-15 1 6-30 1 -1 5  1 6- 2 6  2 7  July- 1 6 - 3 1  1-18 1 9 - 3 1  1 -1 8  Total 
June June July July 15 August August December D ecember January earnings 

Volavola 25 . 08 2 6 . 5 2 2 1 .  7 2  15 . 05 1 2 .  7 1  3 6 . 83 1 7 . 70 1 6 . 1 2 3 2 .  7 9  204 . 52 

Tukasara 18 . 38 1 8 .  7 2  1 2 . 99 9 .  7 1  9 . 1 9 2 6 . 80 0 0 0 9 5 . 79 

Vul iwale 1 8 . 38 18 . 4 2  1 4. 2 1  9 , 5 6  9 . 1 9 2 8 . 00 1 2 . 1 7 10 . 1 7 29 . 43 1 4 9 . 53 

Vuiyas<iwa 1 8 . 38 18 . 7 2  0 0 0 0 1 2 . 1 7  1 0 . 1 7  28 . 0 7  8 7 . 51 

Vuakaca 0 0 1 7  . 55 11 . 71 9 . 34 28 . 4 5  0 0 2 !}. 1 3  9 6 . 18 

Dara 0 0 1 2 . 99 9 ,  71 9 . 1' 28 . 0G 1 2 . 17 10 . 17 2 9 . 43 1 1 1 . 66 

Takalai 0 0 3 . 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 14 

l!agiwaiu 0 0 0 0 8 . 4 1  28 . 1 7  1 2 . 32 10 . 1 7 2 9 . 3 6  88 .43 

Vatanimoto 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 . 1 7  10 . 1 7 2 8 . 0 7  5 0 . 4 1  

Marama 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 . 32 1-0 . 4 7  1 3 . 19 3 5 . 98 

Tawayaga 0 0 0 Q 0 0 1 2 . 17 i0 . 17 2 9 . 43 5 1 .  7 7  

Naturaka 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 . 32 10 . 4 7  28 . 0 7  5 0 . 86 

Verebutako 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 . 17 10 . 1 7  1 2 . 81 3 5 . 15 

Total for all 80 . 22 8 2 . 38 8 2 . 60 5 5 . 74 58 . 03 1 76 . 25 1 2 7  . 68 108 . 25 289 .  7 8  1 , 0 6 0 . 9 3  
Roroni workers 

Average earning 
per worker for 20 . 06 20 . 60 1 3 . 7 7  1 1 . 15 9 . 67 2 9 . 38 1 2 . 7 7  1 0 . 83 2 6 . 34 8 1 . 6 1 
each per iod worked 

N 
S ource : BSIP Port s Author ity pay sheet , Honiara °" ln 



2 6 6  

there a r e  other demands o n  v i l l a ger s ' t ime , and tha t  
the s e  demands mus t , of  nece s s  , the pr ogr e s s  
o f  a speci f i c  t a sk . S ince the a gr e eme nt s  wer e u sual l y  
b e tween pe opl e  who wer e  r e l at e d ,  cash 
o f  ten made b e fore the t a sks wer e  
f or c a sh by  the pro spect ive worker wa s s omewh at pre s s ing . 
Thus wage empl oyment o f  thi s  sor t i s  t ie d  up wi th vi l l age 
l i fe and e conomy . 

F ew Tadhimb oko are hir e d  by l ocal s on a 
dai l y  or monthl y  b a s i s , t he ions b eing the f our 
Kema ni Gauba t a  men who run S aki ' s l aunch a n d  c opra ­
buying enterpr i s e . The ir wage s r ange from $ 14 t o  $ 20 per 
month p l u s  s ome rat i ons . Thes e  wage r a t e s  a l one , c om­
parabl e  to wage s pa i d  by s ome expat r i a t e s  in the r e g i on , 
ar e suf f icient t o  set  them o f f  from the few other worker s 
empl oyed on a dai l y  or monthly b a s i s  by l oc a l  entrepren­
eur s . The peop l e  mos t  c ommonl y  empl oye d under the l at t er 
arrangement are Mal a i t an s  and men from the interi or vi l l ­
ages  o f  Guadal cana l , the Mal a i t ans usua l l y  on their way 
t o  or from p l antat ions or o ther work-places  in the r eg i on 
and b eyond . F ew o f  them engage d f or mor e than two months 
in 1 9 66 . Wage s r anged from 30� t o  5 0� per I f  
rat ions are i s sued the y  are  mer e l y  t oken , and normal l y  
cons i s t  of  cooked gar den pr o duce . The emp l oyer provi ded 
accommo da t ion i f  the w orker did not have fr i ends  or 
r e l a t ives in the v i l l a ge . Men engaged on thi s b a s i s  wer e  
general l ab our er s  and per fdrmed t a sks  c onnec t e d  with b o th 
the s ub s i s t ence and cash s ec t or s  of  the rural  economy . 
Often there was no s upervi s ion by  the emp l oyer and work 
di d not a lway s  c on form t o  s e t  h our s . 

Dur ing 1 9 66 the mos t  c ons i s t ent empl oyer s o f  l abour 
on a t a s k  or dai l y  ba s i s wer e  the c opra pr o ducer s o f  
Suagi and Gor abau . The ir devoti on of  a l ar ge pr opor t ion 
o f  the ir t ime to c opra making made i t  e s sent i al f or them 
t o  hire l ab our , wi th the hi gh e s t  r a t e s  o f  t urnover , i f  
the ir other ne c e s s ar y  chore s  wer e  t o  b e  per forme d . In­
dee d , s ome of them hired labour f or copr a  making , par t ic ­
ul ar l y  tho s e  i n  contr ol o f  l arge are a s  o f  b earing palms . 



Chapt er 1 3  

1 choice  

The Tadh imboko have been in c ont inuous c ontact wi th 
e l ement s of We s t ern mat er ial cul ture f or at  l ea s t  1 00 
year s . In  thi s pr oc e s s they h ave inev i t ab l y  b e c ome mor e 
involve d  in the ca sh e conomy b ecau s e  o f  s uch fact or s  a s  
the area ' s pr oximity an d acce s s ib i l ity  t o  the main trading 
and c ommer c ia l  c entre o f  the S o l omons - f i rs t  Tula g i  and 
l a t er Honiara - it s attractive  natur a l  endowment which l ed 
t o  l and a l i enat i on ,  the e s t ab l i shment o f  p l ant a t i ons and 
trading p o st s , j ob oppor tunit ie s  at  the mil it ar y  b a s e  
dur ing 1 94 3 -4 6 , a n d  o f fi cial  r e gu l a t i on s  whi ch made i t  
nece s sary  for the peop l e  t o  e arn cash i n  or der t o  pay the 
he a d  or l ocal  governme nt t ax . l The inter ac t i on of the s e  
factor s  a n d  t h e  Tadh imboko ' s  react ion t o  the cash oppor ­
t uni t ie s  they of fered have l e d  t o  the evolut i on o f  the 
pr e sent pat t ern of Mel ane s i an par t i c ip at ion in the cash 
economy . The Tadh imboko now have ava i l ab l e  a numbe r  o f  
avenue s by wh ich t o  b e c ome invol ve d  in  the market economy . 
In  chr onol ogical or der the s e  choi c e s  inc l u de occas i onal 
wage l ab our , sal e or l e a s e  . o f  " l and , c opra making , trade ­
s tore and transpor t  operat i ons , s a le of  gar den produce in 
H on i ar a , c oc oa pro duct ion , and cat t l e  grazing . Not  al l 
have been avai l ab l e  a t  the s ame t ime or f or the s ame 
length of t ime t o  a l l  T a dh imb oko . Even s o ,  in 1 9 6 6  no 
Tadhimb oko wa s a pur e l y  s ub s i s t ence pro ducer . 

P a i d  work for expatr iate  ent erpr i s e  ha s b een ava i l ab l e  
a s  a s ource o f  c a sh t o  the Tadhimb oko , and t o  S o l omon 
I s l ander s gener al l y ,  for the l onge s t  t ime . B e f or e  Worl d 
War I I  many Tadh imboko worke d in the regi on and out s i de , 

Some o f  the s e  inf luences app l y  t o  o th er p ar t s  o f  the 
S ol omons but in few oth er ar e a s  h ave al l b e en app l ic ab l e . 

2 6 7  
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de sp i t e  the l ow r a t e s  o f  pay . I t  wa s one 
main means ( sal e of copra wa s the 
coul d make money . The war c ond i t i ons 
and wi dene d  the T a dh imboko ' s o f  wage 
Much higher wage r at e s  wer e I s l a nder s 
a s s oc ia t e d  with the b a s e . The exper ience v i s -
a-vi s pre-war wage and other s ourc e s  of c a sh 

work in a mos t  f avour e d  p o s i t ion . Thr ough 
s e eme d t o  the Tadhimboko 

tha t  they had unl imi ted  abundance of  We s tern material  
goods . But the exper ience was shor t- l ived wage s re­
ver t e d  to  pr e -war level s when war ended . P ol i t i ca l  and 
economic di f f i cul t ie s  r e sul t e d  throughout the S o l omons . 

I t  s e em s  that a s  a s our ce  o f  c a sh , work for 
e s t ab l i shment s no l onger h o l d s  the at tract ion 

it had unt i l  1 946 . As  already s een , the Tadh imboko com-
a very sma l l  of  the t ot a l  permanent 

l ab our f or c e  in the on 1 s  ma in and few 
work e l sewhere in the Protector at e . Al t er nat ive way s o f  
making money in the home have become avai l ab l e  t o  
a n  increa s ing number  o f  Tadh imboko , and are r e ga r de d  a s  
mor e a t t r ac t ive than the l ow wage s and genera l ly poor 
hou s ing offer e d  by emp l oyer s .  Thi s  doe s  not 
mean that the Tadhimboko comp l e t e l y  spurn oppor t un it i e s  
f or pa i d  work b u t  tha t  they a ccept them only when other 
means o f  c a sh earning cease  to b e  avai l ab l e  
l oc a l l y  o r  when a s pe c i fi c  cash need make s pai d work 
e s sent i a l  f or a def ini t e  per io d . The s e  mot ive s  l ie 
b ehind the b r i e f  empl oym ent of  s ome Tadh imboko in  1 9 66 . 
Occas ional wage emp l oyment is  f avoure d  by  the Tadhimboko 
s ince e ffect  it rec ogni s e s  the exi s t ence of a v i l l a ge 
ec onomy and i t s  a s s o c iated  needs . S oj ourn at  place s o f  
work d o e s  n o t  nece s sar i ly cause exc e s s ive s t r a ins o n  the 
func t i oning of the vil l age . Men who go away unaccompani e d  
o n  pa id work f o r  br i e f  p er iods c a n  and do  make arrange-
ment s for the wel fare of fami l ie s . Thei r  c a sh r e -
mit t ance s ar e often u s e d  t o. h ir e  l ab our t o  p er form e s sen­
t i a l  serv ic e s . Tadh imboko men who worked i n  Honiara 

1 9 6 6  v i s i t e d  the ir vi l lages  frequent ly at  weekends .  

Money e arned from pa i d  work made up more than 7 6  per 
cent of Ror oni ' s  t otal  cash inc ome in 1 9 6 6  ( see  T ab l e  1 3 . 1 ) .  
Casual  work i s  b ec au s e  o f  the of 
c oc onut s for copra making , the t endency of  Mal a i t ans  
GPL ' s l ab our force  to  pr omp t l y  inf orm the ir ' one talk ' in 
Roroni of  the c ompany ' s nee d  f or ext r a  l ab our the fact 
tha t crops  for pr oduce marke t ing wer e  not matur e d  

the mi ddl e of  the year , f o l  f l oods  in J u l y  and 



Tab l e  1 3 . 1  

Total cash income from a l l  sources in Tadhimboko We s t ,  1966 

V i l l age/ Popu-
C opra s a l e s  Garden produce sales Paid work C ocoa s a l e s  Land rent 

ar ea l a t i on 

Total Per % of Tot al 
Per % o f  Total 

Per % o f  Total 
Per % of 

Total 
Per % of 

c apita t otal capita total cap i t a  t o t a l  c ap i t a  t o t a l  capita total ( $ )  ( $ ) ( $ )  ( $ )  ( $ )  ( $ ) income ($)  income ( $ )  income ( $ )  income ( $ )  income 

Roroni 1 2 2  144 .60 1 . 19 3 .  7 8  468.57 3 . 84 1 2 . 26 2,920.95 23. 94 7 6 . 43 ll5.62 0 . 95 3 . 02 125 . 73  1 . 03 3 . 29 

Gor abau 6 7  1,985.64 29.64 7 1 . 8 7  230.35 3 .44 8 . 34 461.02 6 .88 1 6 .69 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Na l imbiu 79 1 34 . 65 1.70 6 . 2 9  1,491.70 18.88 6 9. 74  512.62 6.49 23. 97 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Malaitan 8 7  0 0 0 2, 746.97 31.57 89. 90 308.55 3.55 10.10 0 0 0 0 0 0 
migran t s  

I 
Total 3 35 2,264.89 6.38 19.22 4,937.59 13.91 41.93 4,203.lfi. 11.84 35.68 ll5.62 0.32 0 . 98 1 125.73 0.35 1.07 

S t ore profit 

Per % of 
Total c ap i t a  total ( $ )  ( $ ) income 

46.50 0 . 38 1 . 2 2  

85.90 1 . 28 3 . 10 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 3 2.40 0.37 1.12 

Total income 
( $ ) 

For Per whole 
sample capita 

3 , 821 . 97 3 1 . 33 

2,762. 9 1  4 1 . 24 

2,138. 9 7  2 7  . 0 7  

3,055.52 35 . 1 2 

1 1, 779.37 33. 1 8  N 
°' l..O 
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Augus t  1 9 65 in the area b e tween th e B a l esuna and B okokimbo 
r ivers , and the emer gency s ituat i on caus ed by  the mid­
November 1 9 6 6  fl oods . E l sewhere in the r e g ion wage empl oy­
me nt is not so dominant a s ource of  c a sh a s  in Roroni , 
a l though i t  i s  the other ca sh a l t ernat ive ava i l ab l e  f or 
the Mal a itan migrant s .  However , pa i d  work i s  s t i l l  an 
import ant s upp l ementary s our ce of cash to many v i l l ager s : 
i t  cont r ibut e d  more than 35  per cent o f  the t otal  c a sh 
earning of  the 355  per s ons inc luded in Tab l e  1 3 . 1 .  For 
the s amp l e , paid  work br ought an average of  $ 1 1 . 84 per 
capi t a  in 1 9 6 6 . The range was from $ 3 . 55 among the 
Mal a i t an mi gr ant s to $ 2 3 . 94 at  Ror oni ( s e e  Tab l e  1 3 . 1 ) . 
There have b een s u f f i c i ent casual  labour openings ava i l ­
ab l e  t o  Tadh imb oko i n  ne e d  of paid work . Tho s e  who 
ava i l e d  themselve s  mo s t  frequent l y  of  j ob opportuni t ie s  
are not l ar ge c opra pr oducer s .  Unt i l  s u f f i c i ent o f  the 
p o s t -war c oconut p lant ings c ome into bear ing t o  give 
Tadhimb oko a reas onab l e  per cap ita  income , they wi l l  
pr ob abl y cont inue t o  take advantage o f  oc ca s i onal wage 
openings , e specia l l y  those  c l o se to home . 

The f ir s t  land sal e s  on the pl a ins br ough t  about 
$ 1 , 000 in c a sh and trade goo ds t o  the Tadhimb oko . The 
l ea s e  of nat ive l and in Tadhimb oko We s t , however , i s  a 
very r ecent devel opme nt : I l u  was not l e a s e d  unt i l  1 95 5 , 
and the l e a s e  on Muvia and Okea r e sul t ed from the 
s et t l ement in 1 9 64 of  a l ong- s t anding d is put e . Today 
rent money brings to the region ab out $ 3 , 1 00 per annum 
or $ 2 . 8 1 per capi t a :  appr oxima t e l y  e qual t o  the amount 
earne d  by Ror oni in 1 9 66 ( se e  Tab le 1 3 . 1 ) . The o ther 
gr oup of  Tadh imb oko who receive d money from land r ent 
in 1 9 66 wer e  the owner s  of  I l u ,  Okea and Muvia r e s i dent 
at  Mal uka , G i l utae , Maki l e ,  Ga imal i ,  Papagu , Komidi  and 
Kokomu . The way the Muvia di s pute was s e t t l ed , and the 
Tadhimboko ' s  increa s e d  l and consc iousne s s , have engender ­
e d  a general  per ception o f  l and shor tage among the pe opl e ,  
a l though the man- l and s ituat ion has  by  no means r eache d 
a cr i t i ca l  s tage . Y e t  this bel ie f make s i t  unl ike l y  that  
the. Tadhimboko wi l l  agr e e  t o  fur ther al iena t i on ,  so  
inc 0me from l and r ent is  not l ikel y  t o  expand in the 
futur e . 

The val ue o f  l and , an d of  r ight s t o  i t s  u s e , incr eas e d  
a f t er Eur opean p l antat ions were e s t ab l i shed o n  the p la ins . 
B oth l and al i enat i on and p l ant at ion e s t ab l i shment l e d  t o  
the reappr a i s a l  o f  the tradit iona l s ub s i st ence r ole of 
the coc onut . It may now be s ol d  or p l anted as a s our ce 
o f  c a sh . Thus i t s  role  in  t he c a sh e conomy o f  the Tadhim­
boko , l ike wage empl oyment and l and s al e s , goes  back to  



the c ommencement of  cont inuou s Eur opean contact and 
s et t l ement in the S o l omons . H owever , 37 per c ent 
( 4 8 7  a cr e s ) of the total  acr eage under palm s , or l e s s  
than ha l f  a n  acre per hea d ,  was b e fore 1 945 . 
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Thu s  f or the f i fty - two year s s ince the Pro t e c t orate  was 
dec l ar e d  in 1 89 3 , the Tadh imboko p l anted coc onut s at th e 
rate  o f  appr oximately  nine acr e s  p er annum The s e  ear l y  
pl ant ings were c onf ined t o  l i t t or a l  More than 
7 7  per cent of the t otal  pre-war coconut acreage l ie s  
b e tween Suagi  and the Metepono area . Individual p l ant ­
ings wer e  hi gh l y  fra gmente d , and c ont inued t o  b e  s o  a f t er 
the war pr imar i l y  b ecau s e  o f  the fl exib l e  d i s t r ibut ion 
o f  l a nd-usa ge r i gh t s  vis-a-v i s  l and hol ding s . The l ong­
t erm natur e  of  the coc onut as a cash cr op and the a l ter­
nat ive c a sh oppor tunity a ff or ded by  wage employment may 
have inf l uenced  the s l ow progr e s s  of coconut p l ant ing 
in pre-war year s . 

S ince the war the Tadh imboko h ave b een p l ant ing c oco ­
nut s a t  an avera ge r a t e  o f  40  acr e s  per annum , and a r a t e  
o f  a lmo st  9 0  acre s p e r  annum was sustaine d dur ing the 
per iod  1 9 6 1 - 6 6 ( see  Tab l e  1 3 . 2 ) . C l ear l y  the T a dh imb oko , 
and S o l omon I s l ander s genera l ly ,  see  the coconut , which 
a l l  T adhimboko grow ,  a s  the mos t  val uab l e  l ong- t erm c a sh 
crop . Thi s  a t t i tude wa s enc ourage d by high p o s t -war 
copra pr i c e s  and the s t ab i l i sa t i on of pr ices  by the qua s i ­
of f ic  i a l  C opra B oar d o f  the S o l omons . 

1 94 6 - 5 0  
1 9 5 1 -5 5  
1 95 6- 60 
1 96 1 - 64 
1 9 6 5 - 66 

T ab l e  1 3 . 2  

Average acr eage 

7 .  7 7  
1 7 . 9 1 
20 . 54 
7 3 . 24 

S ource s : F i e l d  o f f i cer , E a s t -C entral  Gua dal cana l , ' Repor t 
of c oc onut s urvey ' for pre - 1 9 6 0  p l an t ings ; f i e l d  
s urvey f or 1 9 6 1 - 6 6  p l ant ings . 

H owever , onl y about 100  Tadh imb oko , or 1 0  per c ent o f  
the t otal  v i l l age popul at ion o f  the p l a in s , earn a r e gul ar 
income fr om copr a . A lmos t  hal f the regu l ar c opra pr oducers 
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and a s imilar pr opor t i on o f  the to t a l  c opra pr oduc e d  in 
Tadhimb oko , c ome from Sua g i  and Gorab au . The T a dh imboko 
who s e l l  c opra r e gular l y  and depend on it a s  an important 
s ource o f  c a sh do  s o  a s  a r e su l t  o f  two fac t or s . F ir st ly 
and mos t  c ommonly ,  they contr ol l ar ge area s of mamata 
coc onut s whi ch they inh er i t e d  thr ough the t r a di t ional 
matr i l ineal l aw of inher i t ance or in accor dance with 
other tradit i on- s anct ioned prac t i ce s . Where mamat a  c oco­
nut s have pas s e d  out s i de the owning mama t a  a 
d e gr e e  of  frict ion has  devel oped among the oppos ing k in 
group s and the ir s uppor t er s . D e s p i t e  the rul e that en­
able s  other mamat a  memb er s t o  u t i l i s e  the gr oup ' s coco-
nut s  f or c opra , tendency t owar ds  exc l u s ive use of  
mamat a  coconut s by the pre s ent holder i s  incre a s ing , 
to gether with pat r i l ineal  inhe r i t ance , e s pec i a l l y  o f  pos t ­
war coconut s .  Second l y , a smal l  gr oup o f  r egu l a r  c opra 
pr o duc er s are now r eaping the fru i t s of the ir coconut 
p l ant ing dur ing the dec a de 1 94 5 - 5 5 . Onl y  a smal l ar e a  
of  palms was pl ant e d  duri ng that dec a de : 1 28 acr e s  or 
l es s  than 1 0  per cent of the t otal  coconut acreage in 
the reg ion . 

The import ance o f  copra a s  a s ourc e  o f  ca sh var i e s  
marke d l y  thr oughout the r e g ion . The r e  i s  a l s o  wi de 
var i a t i on in copra income s among r e gu l ar c opra  pro­
ducer s . Thi s  i s  due mainly t o  the ar e a  of palms t o  
whi ch a par t i cular pr o ducer has acces s .  At Gorabau 
c opra c ontr ibut e d  near l y  72 per cent of the vi l la ge ' s 
t o t a l  c a sh inc ome in 1 9 6 6 , wh i l e  for the Nal imbiu  are a  
a n d  Ror oni it wa s 6 a n d  3 p e r  cent r e spectivel y  ( se e  
T ab l e  1 3 . 1 ) . The r e  a r e  s imilar var i a t i ons in p e r  
cap i t a  inc ome der ive d  from c opra ( se e  T ab l e  1 3 . 1 ) and 
the a cr eages  of b ear ing palms per h ead and per h ou s e­
hol d in  the ar e a s  c oncerne d ( see  Tab l e  1 3 . 3 ) However , 
!n t erms of a cr eage s of  young palms , Ror oni and the 
Nal imb iu ar ea hol d  a much h i gher p os i t i on tha n  Gorabau 
( se e  T ab l e  1 3 . 3 ) . Thi s r e s ul t s  fr om the f l ex ib i l it y  
of  l and-usage r i ght s throughout Tadh imboko , the con­
fl i c t  between copra making and extended c oconut p l ant­
i ng in Gorabau , and the yir tual ab s ence o f  such c on­
fl i c t  in Ror oni and the Nal imb iu ar ea . 

The cho ice o f  operating a trade s t or e  wa s ava i lab l e , 
in the ory a t  lea s t , t o  a l l  a dul t Tadhimboko . They  had 
a c cumula t e d  s u f f ic ient cash in the pas t , e s peci a l l y  
during the a ff l uent per iod  of  s cr apme tal  col l ect ion , t o  
purcha s e  init ia l  s t ock . Y e t  whe ther or not a s t or e  wa s 
s tar t e d  seemed t o  have depended pr imar ily  upon the 



T ab l e  1 3 . 3 

Crop l and per capit a  and per hou sehol d in T adhimboko , 1 9 66  

R oroni Gorabau Nal imb iu 

Total  acr e age under food crops 3 6 . 8 7 1 6 . 8 9  5 6 . 05 

T o t al acr e age under b e ar ing coconut s 28 . 4 9 2 2 3 . 3 6 7 3 . 25 

T ot a l  acr e age under young palms 5 9 . 03 28 . 1 7 1 23 . 1 6 

Number o f  cocoa  trees  1 6 7 8  0 0 

C ocoa tree s per c ap i t a  14 0 0 

Acreage o f  food cr op s per c ap i t a  0 . 3 0 0 . 25 0 .  7 1  

A cr eage o f  food crop s per hou sehold 1 . 94 1 . 1 3 4 . 6 7 

Acre age o f  b earing coconut s per cap i t a  0 . 23 3 . 33 0 . 93 

Acreage of  b ear ing coconu t s per hou sehold  1 . 50 14 . 8 9 6 . 10 

A creage o f  young coconut s per cap i t a  0 . 48 0 . 42 1 . 5 6 

Acreage o f  young coconut s per hou s ehold 3 . 1 1 1 . 88 1 0 . 2 6  

Mal a it an 
migr an t s  

3 6 . 2 9 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 . 4 2 

2 . 4 1  

0 

0 

0 
0 

N -.....) (.,,.) 
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v i l l ager ' s  other c a sh commitment s and pre fer ence s .  In 
many cas e s ,  a s  with sma l l  T o l a i  trade s t ore s ( E p s t e in 
1 9 68 : 73 ) , the s e  venture s  d i d  no t funct ion a s  money-making 
ent erpr i se s , but as s ource s o f  ' cheap ' consump t ion good s 
for the ir owner s and other v i l l ager s .  

O f f i ci al s at t emp t e d  t o  fo ster  co-operat ive s t orekeep ing 
in the region , but they under s t ood l it t l e  about the com­
p l ex so cial  mi l ieu in whi ch the movement was to funct i on . 
Thu s only a smal l propor t ion o f  the t o t a l  p opul at ion , in a 
r e str icted p art o f  the r egion , b e came invo lved · in the co ­
operat ive movement . The T adhimboko r egar de d  i t s  promoter s 
a s  r epre sent ing a s igni fican t  c ontradi ct ion in governmen t  
pol icy . Mo reover , purely  e conomic  factor s and improved 
acce s s  to Hon i ar a brought about the eve ntual col l ap s e  o f  
the co-op erat ive s o c ie ty . In the l ight o f  the se exper ­
i en ce s , the T adhimboko ar e unl ikely  t o  choose  t o  r evive 
the co-operat ive movement in the ir are a . 

Pro f itab l e  store  operat i on i s  r ar e : T ab l e  1 3 . l  shows 
that t r ad e s t or e  ope rat i on s  contr ibut e s l ight ly over one 
per cent of the tot al cash e arnin g  of the s amp l e . The 
two succe s s ful s tor e -owner s  oper at e in v i l lages  who s e  
r e s id ent s r e gu l ar ly e arn c a sh . Thu s , given the ab il ity 
to  run and control  a s t or e  bus ine s s , the c ash-earning 
capa c i ty of p o t ent i al cu s t omer s wou l d  appear to b e  an 
import ant requir ement for pro fit ab l e  s t or e  operat i on s . 

Incr e a sed  c a sh income s , a s  wel l  a s  the exampl e  o f  A s i an 
t r ader s and the ava i l ab i l i ty o f  ' cheap ' veh i c l e s a ft er the 
war , encour aged Tadhimboko inve s tment in transport . How­
ever , t r an sport operat ion was l imit ed to people who accumu ­
l at ed sub s t ant ial cap i t a l  from other s our ce s or pooled  
the ir cash s aving s Succe s s  depended on how we l l  a t r an s ­
p ort uni t  was managed a s  a .commer c ia l  con cern , the equ it ­
ab l e  shar ing o f  any pro f it s , the cond it ion o f  the vehic l e  
when pur cha s ed , and the handl ing o f  repair and ma int enance 
commi tment s .  Fai lur e  in the s e  area s  brou ght col l ap se to  
nearly a ll T adh imboko tran sport unit s . Yet  the  succe s s  
o f  the one T adh imboko tr an sp or t  oper ator and main entre ­
preneur i n  the region a l so seems t o  h inge o n  such qual i ­
t ie s  a s  a n  a s tute  bu s ine s s  mind , a sharp per cept ion o f  
e conomic advan t age s , a ski l ful manipul at ion o f  r e sour ce s , 
an ab i l ity t o  cal l on kin group s t o  serve modern e conomic 
end s , and super ior organ i s ing ab i l ity . The se qu al it i e s  
seem t o  b e  thinly spr e ad in Tadh imboko a s , indeed , in 
mo s t  s o c i e t i e s .  

The impr ovement o !  r oad l inks with Honi ar a  s in ce 1 945 
ha s not l ed t o  a T adh imboko monopo l y  of  t r ansport and 
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marke t in g  operation s  b u t  ha s actua l ly fac i l i t at e d  the 
t r an sport activ i t ie s  of  Chine se  t r ader s . The regu l ar 
appear ance  o f  the l at t er has s t imu l at ed l ocal pr oducer s .  
C o-operat ive marke t ing was short - l ived and the fut ure 
p r o spect s o f  the Gauba t a  Devel opment S o ciety ' s  t r anspor t 
serv i ce seem l imited , d e sp i te o f f ic i al gu i dance . 

Thu s t r an sp or t  operat i on wa s not a sour ce o f  c a sh t o  
ind iv idual s  i n  T ab l e  1 3 . 1 ,  al though i t  had provided 
valuab l e  and expen s ive e nt repreneu r i a l  exper ience t o  
s ome o f  them i n  the past . O l d  j eep s ly ing idle  a t  Roroni , 
Gorabau , Oba , Abuabi l i  and Gaima1 i b e ar witne s s  t o  the 
d i smal e conomic  fa Uure of many T adhimboko at t empt s t o  
oper at e t r an spor t  veh i cl e s .  

The devel opment o f  the road sys t em e a s t  o f  Honi ar a  has 
s t imul at ed the gr owth o f  gar den produce sal e in the cap i t al 
s ince 1 946 . Honiara prov ide s a r e ady market for garden 
produce , a 1 though i t. had not al way s been ava i l ab l e  to 
many T adh imboko produ cer s .  Change s  in government p o l i cy 
with r egard t o  ve.get ab l e  pr oduct ion at  I l u  F arm and Kukum 
s·tat  ion dur ing 1 9 5 3 -5 6 ,  the payment o f  wage s in  c a sh ,  and 
incr e a s ing pr i c e s  in the market i t �e l f  s in ce 1 95 0 , made 
the s a l e  of garden produce  an attractive way of e arning 
cash . At fir s t  this  opening was ut i l i sed only by Tadhim­
b oko we s t  from Ko l i  P o int , but a f t er the Nal imb iu and 
Met epono br idge s wer e  c on s t ructed in 1 96 2 -63 , market 
t r ade b e c ame a regu l ar fortnight ly event for mos t  T adhim­
boko . 

T adhimboko We st  i s  the mo s t  import ant s ingl e  supp l ier 
o f  pr odu ce t o  Honiar a market . The region ' s fert i l e  

· 

al luvial  s o i l s and humidity encour age the growth o f  qui ck­
matur ing crop s . Marke t t r ade a l s o  rece ive s s t imul u s  from 
the short - t erm nature o f  cap i t al and l abour inve stment 
invo lved in gardening . Moreover , the exp an s i on of  gar dens , 
fac i l it at e d  by a fl exib l e  system o f  l and-us e  r i ght s ,  i s  
mainly a n  inten s i ficat ion o f  t r ad it i onal agr i cu l tur al  
pract i ce s . Thu s market t r ade  has inv o lved no change in 
b a s i c  agr icul tural t e chnique s .  Neither have cu s t omary 
l and t enure princip le s b een a ff e c t ed , unl ike what has been 
apparent in the t r ans fer o f  numerou s T adhimboko coconut 
gr ove s .  

One not ab l e  aspect  o f  market t r ade in T adh imboko and 
the S o l omons general ly , as it is among the Tol a i  of New 
Br i t a in ( Ep s t e in 1 9 6 1 : 49 - 66 ) , i s  that pr odu cer s are al s o  
vendor s .  The ins t i tut i on o f  mar ket middl eman such a s  
Bel shaw

.
de s cr ibed  for the S igat oka Va l l ey , southea s t  yi t i  
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L evu , F i j i ,  i s  a s  y e t  non-exi s t ent " A s  B e l shaw ( 1 9 64 : 1 0 9 )  
s a id , a marke t midd l eman mu s t  be  pr epared t o  b e  engaged 
in the tt ade ful l  t ime or inve s t  a l arge amount o f  c ap i t a l  
if  he i s  t o  succe s s fu l ly expand h i s  enterpr i s e . Only one 
Tadhimboko is succe s s ful l y  do ing thi s in the copr a trade . 
There s e ems t o  be  a general  uncer t a inty about market d e ­
mand , p ar t i cularly as  l ar ge - s ca l e  marke t ing i s  he l d  only 
fortn i ght ly , c o incid ing with pay-d ay . Perhap s if wage s 
were paid  more o ft en i t  might b ecome mor e expens ive for 
the pr oducer t o  come fr equent ly  t o  the marke t , s ince the 
mor e frequent payment of wage s means smal l er amount s  and 
a st aggere d  buying capacity among consumer s . Such a situ­
at ion might enc our age the appear ance of  entrepreneur ial  
marke t midd l emen . 

F or the Tadhimboko , the n , market tr ade ha s gr own from 
a minor appendage o f  v i l l age sub s i st ence produ ct i on t o  
the st age wher e it make s a s igni f i cant contr ibut ion t o  
the ir cash e arning s . However , as  in the copra indu stry , 
marke t trad e  i s  not  equal ly important throughout the 
region . The Mal a i t an s  r e s i d ent near t he Nal imb iu are the 
mo st  succe s s fu l  supp l ier s of produce :  their per cap i t a  
income from produce s al e s  i s  far ab ove that o f  the l ocal 
peop l e  ( se e  T ab l e  1 3 . 1 ) . They ar e encouraged in this 
product ion by favourab l e  e co l ogi cal cond i t ion s , cert ain 
s o i l -t i ll ing t e chniqu e s  whi ch r a i s e  pr oduct ivi ty per acr e , 
ins e cure l and tenur e arr angement s which l e ad them t o  make 
quick pr o fit s whi l e  they can , and the fact that only one 
other way o f  e arni�g cash - wage l abour - i s  open t o  them . 
Thu s garden produce s al e s  accounted f or a lmo s t  90  per cent 
of the Mal ait an migr ant s '  tot al c a sh income in 1 9 6 6 . 

The T adhimboko are secure in the ir own l and and society . 
The d eman d s  o f  marke t  tr ade on the ir t ime and ener gy are 
not a s  pr e s s in g  as  for the Mal ai t an migr ant s .  However , 
marke t  t r ade i s  an import ant s our ce o f  c a sh for a numb er 
of T adhimb oko , e special ly among tho s e  at the Nal imb iu . 
The 7 0  per cent contr ibut iQn o f  marke t  t r ade to  the cash 
earnings o f  l o ca l s  at  the N al imb iu mu s t  be seen l ar ge l y  
i n  t erms o f  the r e cency o f  the s e t t lement s i n  that are a . 
Few o f  the ir post -war co conut s ar e yet bear tng and the 
demand s of copr a making compete  with the strong de s ir e  t o  
ext en d  new coconut p l ant ings and the mor e r emuner at ive 
sale  of who l e  nut s  in :the mar ke t . The l ow p o s it ion whi ch 
gar den produce s a l e  h a s  in the ca sh-earning act ivit i e s  
o f  Gor abau and Roroni , compared wi th the Tadhimboko at  
the Na l imb iu and the Mal ait ans  in the same area , is  cl e ar 
( see  Tab l e  1 3 . 1 ) . At Gorabau copra  making i s  the mo st  
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t ime - consuming act iv ity , and i t s  rewar d s  seem s at i s fac­
t ory t o  the v i l l ager s . The e a s e  o f  t r an spor t  t o  Honiara 
at marke t t ime s a l l ows them t o  s pend accumu l at ed c opra 
income , and the sal e o f  surp lus  gar den produce on the s e  
occas ions he l p s  t o  o ff s e t  the retur n  f ar e . Roroni , o n  
the other hand , had at  l e a s t  s ix s our ce s o f  cash avai l ab l e  
i n  1 966 . 

Al though cocoa has b e en p l anted by s ome Tadhimb oko , i t  
brought cash onl y  t o  a few Roroni r e s ident s :  an average 
o f  $ 1 9 . 3 2 p er producer or $ 0 . 95 p er cap i t a  in 1 96 6  ( se e  
T ab l e  13 . 1 ) . The future o f  cocoa as  a maj or con tr ibutor 
t o  the c a sh e arning s o f  the T adhimboko and the S o l omons 
genera l l y  seems doub t ful as  i t  ha s no t succe s s fu l ly 
d iver s i fied  the vi l l age cash e conomy . To  the maj ority 
who have p l ante d  it , cocoa has  not s i gn i f i cant ly supp l e ­
ment ed the ir cash income . C o co a  contr ibuted  l e s s  than 
one per cent of the total  c a sh income of the 355  per s ons  
in T ab l e  1 3 . l  and  thi s p r op or t ion wou l d  cer t a inly be  
r educed c on s ider ably for  the  who l e  r e g ion . Thi s  accords 
with the p l ace of  cocoa in the exp or t  e conomy of the 
S o l omons ( see  Tab l e  2 . 1 ) . This s ituat i on may be c ontrasted 
with cocoa ' s  contr ibu t i on t o  To l a i  cash e arning s :  it con­
tr ibut ed 3 0  p er cent of  the $ 2m rece ived by the Tolai  from 
the sale  o f  agr i cu l tur al produce in 1 9 5 9  ( Ep st e in 1 9 63 : 30 3 ) , 
or  about $ 1 5  per capit a .  At the War ango i r e s e t t l ement pro ­
j e ct in the Gazel l e  P eninsul a ,  it  was e s t imated  that t o t a l  
cocoa income wou l d  incr e a s e  from ab out $ 2 , 000 i n  1 9 65 t o  
at l ea s t  $ 2 6 , 000 i n  1 9 7 3  ( S ingh 1 9 6 7 : 3 1 ) . 

The l ow p o s i t i on o f  cocoa in the Tadhimboko cash e conomy 
r e f l ect s in p ar t  the l ow pr ior ity g iven t o  areas out s ide  
Mal a i t a  in the  cocoa ext ens .ion pr o grc;1mme and t o  the  gener al 
shor tage o f  p l ant ing mat er i al , e speci al l y  b e fore  1 9 63 . 
Opportunity t o  gr ow cocoa was ava i l ab l e  at f ir s t only t o  
Ror oni r e s ident s who coul d ob tain seed s for p l ant ing from 
the ir l e ader . E l sewher e pot ent ial  cocoa growe r s  had t o  
wa it for seed s  from t he Dep artment o f  Agr icul ture . Tho s e  
T adh imboko who have p l ant ed cocoa d i d  s o  a t  a t ime when 
co conut s gave them l it t l e  or no  c a sh income . 

Low p r i ce s and the l a ck of  alt ernat ive u s e s  for the 
crop have led t o  the neg l ect o f  a numb er o f  c ocoa gr ove s . 
Unl e s s  the cocoa pr i ce r i se s  c ons iderably , whi ch seems 
unl ike ly , thi s t r en d  cou l d  int ens i fy .  T adhimboko cocoa 
gr owers  wou l d  then have to  decide whether to l o ck up 
fer t i l e  l and in the face o f  incre a s ing p opu l at i on and 
nee d s  or c l ear away unproduct ive cocoa  grove s to make 
room for a mor e  r emuner at ive cr op . 
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C at t l e  graz ing as  a s ource o f  cash was not ava i l ab l e  
t o  the T adhimboko i n  Tabl e 1 3 . 1 .  Indeed , the s car city  o f  
breeding animal s ,  the change in the form o f  government 
a s s i s t ance to  wou l d -b e  cat t l e -owner s ,  the cap it a l - int ens ive 
and l ong-t erm nat ur e  o f  cat t le pr o j ect s ,  t ogether  with 
re cent l and al ienat ion in the region , make it  unl ikely 
that it  wi l l  of fer sub s t ant ial e arning s t o  many Tadhim­
boko in the fore seeab l e  future . However , minor cat t l e  
s cheme s cou l d  b e  s l owly e s t ab l i shed as  adj unct s t o  the 
ind igenous coconut indu stry . 

Wh ich o f  the above avenue s for making money ar e  actu ­
a l l y  pur sued by the T adhimboko seems t o  depen d l argely on 
the cash r eward s  of each cho ice , the ease o f  the ir par t i c i ­
p at ion , the ir  pre ference s ,  and the ir r e l at ions with fel l ow 
vi l l ager s . The Gor ab au concentrated on copra making ,  t o  
wh i ch garden produce s a l e  was p r imar i ly a n  adjunct . The 
Mal a i t an migr ant s depended almo s t  exc lu s ively on gar den 
produce s a l e , whi l e  wage empl oyment had a minor p l ace . 
T adh imboko in the Nal imb iu area ar e in a s imi l ar p o s it ion 
to the Mal ait an migrant s al though the former had acce s s  
t o  coconut s for c opr a making . A t  Ror oni occa s i onal  p a id 
wor k nearby was the mo st  s igni f i c ant mean s o f  e ar ning 
money , l argely be caus e  of the s car c i ty of b e ar ing palms 
and the minor r o l e  p l ayed by other cash p o s s ib i l i t ie s . 

The widening o f  cash s our c e s  in Tadhimb oko s ince 1 942  
is  c l o sely  as sociat ed with the increased  acce s s ib i l ity 
of Hon i ara whi ch r o ad re construct.i 6n br 9ught . Howev,er , 
d i s t ance a l one i s  not the maj or factor in the l eve l o f  
c a sh e arning at  a n  int ervi l l age l eve l , a s  Fig . 1 3 . 1  
at t empt s t o  show . V i l l age s far the st  away from Hon iara 
had mor e income per capit a fr om p aid work than tho se  
near e s t  t o  it . This  is  due  ch ie fly t o  the  ava il ab i l ity 
of work in p l a c e s  near tho se di st ant v i l l age s , whi l e  the 
d i s t ance fr om Hon iara - eve n  as  far a s  Ror on i i s  in­
suf fi cient t o  deter tho s e  who wish to  f ind emp l oyment 
in the cap ital . In t erms of sal� of garden produ ce in 
Honiara , areas ne are st to t own have a high p l a c ing , 
par t icu l ar l y  in the c a s e  o f  the Ma l a i t an m�gr ant s .  Ye t 
the l ow p o s it ion of  the d i s t ant v i l l ag e s  i s  not the 
resul t only of d i s t ance . Other s our c e s  of cash are 
avai l ab l e  to the l o cal  peop l e , and in cont r a s t  to the 
Mal a i t an migrant s ,  the r eg i on is the i r  ancestral  home 
and o ffer s much secur i ty . The fai lure o f  d i s t ance from 
the urban centre t o  exp l a in the l evel  o f  cash e arning , 
and par t i c i p at ion in the market e conomy general l y , i s  
il lu s t r at ed b y  the fact that the mo st d i s t ant vi l l age 
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had the highe s t  total  income per cap i t a . For a bal anced 
exp l anat ion of the d i f fer en t  l eve l s of cash e arnin g , one 
mu st  l ook to fact or s such as sour c e s  of cash avai l ab l e  in 
each l o cat ion , the ir l evel s of remunerat ion , the mar ket ing 
arrangement s  and pr ice struc t ure of e ach cash s our c e , the 
produ cer ' s p l ace in soc iety , and per s onal cho ice . 

However , for T adh imboko a s  a who l e  the s imp l e  fact o f  
l o cat ion ha s unqu e s t ionably favoured the widening o f  
avai l ab l e  c a sh open ing s . Al s o , Honiara ha s grown in popu­
l at ion from a few hundred in 1 94 6  to  3 , 5 34 in 1 95 9 , 4 , 500 
in 1 9 64 ,  and ab out 7 , 000 or one -third the popu l at ion of 
Guadal canal in 1 96 6 . Indu s tr ia l  and commercial  r o l e s 
have b e en added t o  i t s  admin i s tr a t ive func t i on .  Thu s 
urb an gr owth ha s s t imul ated  e c onomic devel opment and 
wid ened economic  cho ice s in T adhimb oko . Honiara has 
b e come not  only a p l a ce for p aid work but al s o  a mar ket 
for T adh imboko garden and exp or t ab l e  produ ce . In view o f  
the ruggedne s s  o f  the int erior immed iately s outh o f  
Honiara and the l imit ed phy s i c al endowment o f  the area 
t o  the we st , T adhimboko ha s b e come the c ap i t al ' s  mo s t  
product ive l ocal hint er l and . 

The main r e su l t  o f  thi s  widening p o s t -war e c onomic 
hor i zon i s  a r e l at ive ly high per capit a cash income . How­
ever , ca sh income p er ca sh e arner and per hous ehol d  var ie d 
widely dur ing 1 9 6 6 , a s  Tab l e  1 3 . 4  shows . Aver age income 
per cash e arner and average income per hou s ehol d  in the 
s amp l e  are a s  did not d i f fer vas t ly ,  a lthough ther e was a 
wide var iat i on in income per hous eho l d  and per c a sh e arner . 
The marked di f ferent iat ion in the l eve l s  o f  c a sh earning 
between individual s and hou s eho l d s  i l lustrat e s  i n  cash 
terms the l imit ed number of  e ff e c t ive cho i c e s  for expan­
s i oni s t  pr o f i t -making . Yet Tadhimboko per cap i t a  c a sh 
income i s  f ar ab ove not only that o f  the weather coast  
p eop l e , but  al so  that o f  the average S ol omon I s l ander 
( see T ab l e  1 3 . 5 ) . However , th i s  h igh per cap i t a  c a sh 
income i s  s l i ghtly l e s s  than t he copra income e arned by 
some Mel ane s ians in Cho i seu l , We s t ern S o l omons . 

On an int ert err i t or ial  b a s i s , T adh imboko per cap it a 
cash income i s  almo s t  three  t ime s the average f i gure for 
Papua New Gu inea and l i t t l e  l e s s  than twice the average 
for the M 1 buke of the Admir a l ty I s l and s . However , the 
T adh imboko figure is j u s t  over hal f the average per 
cap i t a  inc ome of the Rap it ok of the G az e l l e  Peninsu l a , 
the F i j i an copr a produc er s in Vanua Levu , and the sugar ­
cane farme r s  in we s t ern V it i  L evu . In p ar t s  o f  We s t ern 
S amoa c a sh income s are genera l ly s imi l ar to tho s e  e arned 
by the T adhimboko . 



T ab l e  1 3 . 4 

Range in income per cash e arner and per hou s ehold  in 
T adhimb oko We s t , 1 96 6  

Range in  t ot a l  income 
p er cash e arner ( $ )  

Average t o t a l  inc ome 
per cash e arner ( $ ) 
T o t al c a sh earner s 

Number o f  c a sh e arner s 
who e arned mor e than 
the aver age 

Range in t ot al income per 
hou seho l d  ( $ ) 
Average income per hous e ­
hold  ( $ )  

Tot al  number o f  hou s eho l d s  

Number o f  hou s eho l d s  whi ch 
e arned mor e  than the aver age 

D i s t ance from Hon i ar a  (mi l e s ) 

Roroni 

607 . 1 3 - 3 . 30 

8 1 . 3 2 

4 7  

1 7  

6 1 0  . 43 - 4 0  . 4 6  

20 1 . 1 7 

1 9  

7 

24 

Gorab au Nal imb iu 

3 2 9 0 64 - L 85 2 7 5 . 0 2 - 1 .  7 0  

7 8 . 94 7 1. 30  

35  30 

10 14 

3 2 9 . 6 9 - 34 . 65 2 7 8 . 00 - 7 5 . 1 0 

1 84 . 1 9 1 7 8 . 24 

1 6  1 2  

4 4 

25 15 

Mal a i t an 
mi r ant s 

6 10 . 3 2 - 2 o 20 

I 7 8 . 35 

3 9  

9 

6 60 . 35 - 3 5 . 90 

203 . 70 

1 5  

6 

14  N 00 I-' 
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Tab l e_ 1 3  . 5  

C omparat ive Paci fic  I s l ands income s per cap i t a  in the 1 960 s 

V i l l age / are a  

S amp l e : 
Roron i  
Gorab au 
Nal imb iu 
Mal ait an migr ant s 
Aver age for s amp l e  

Other S o l omon I s l and s : 

( $ ) 

Du i du i , Weather C o a s t , Guad a l c anal 
P i chahi l a ,  Weather C o a s t , 

Guadal c anal 
Guadal canal Me l ane s i an s  
Choi seul , Western S ol omon s 
Al l S o l omon I s l ander s 
BS IP 

N ew Gu ine a : 
Rap i t ok , Gaze l l e  Peninsu l a  
M ' Buke , Admir a l ty I s l and s 
All  New Gu inea 

F i j i :  
S avu savu t ikina , V anua Levu 
Tunu l oa t ikina , Vanua Levu 
A l l  F i j i 

We s t ern S amoa : 

cap i t a  
copra 

1 . 1 9 
2 9 . 64 

1 .  70  

6 . 3 8 

2 . 11 

1 7 . 7 7  
3 8 . 96 
1 2 . 25 

? 

14 . 20. 
14 . 74 

? 

5 9 0 85 
64 . 60 

? 

per 
c ap i t a  from 
a l l  s our c e s  

3 1 . 33 
41  24 
2 7 . 0 7 
3 5 . 1 2  
3 3 . 18 

15 . 65 

2 2 . 26 

? 
? 
? 

1 5 . 00 - 20 . 00 

60 . 62  
1 9 . 08 
1 2 . 00 

? 
? 

2 1 0 . 00 

Ale ipat a ,  Upolu 24 . 05 2 6 . 05 
S a fat a ,  Upolu 1 2 . 70 35 . 70 
P alual i ,  S avaa ' i 2 6 . 25 3 6 . 45 

S ource s :  Al l an ( 1 95 7 : 80 )  for BS IP f i gur e ; BS IP ( 1 96 6 : 7 -14 ) 
for Guada l c anal Mel ane s i ans , Cho i seul and Al l 
S o l omon I s l ander s f i gure s ;  Chapman ( 1 96 7 : 7 ) for 
Dui dui  and P i chah i l a  figure s ;  Crocombe ( 1 9 65 : 25 -7 ) 
for M ' Buke f i gure s ;  T . S . Ep s t e in ( 1 9 68 : 5 6 ,  98 ) for 
Rap i t ok f i gure s ;  F i j i Annual  Rep ort for 1 9 64 (1965)  
for Al l F i j i fi gure ; F i sk ( 1 96 2 : 28 )  for Al l New 
Guinea f i gure ; Pirie  and Barrett  ( 1 962 : 90 )  for 
We s t ern S amoa figur e s ; Ward ( 1 9 64 : 7 1 )  for Vanua 
Levu fi gure s . 
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S ome economic fac t or s o f  i n  
the Tadhimboko cash 

Al though T adhimboko per cap i t a  cash income i s  gre ater 
than the average for the S o l omons as  a who l e , and the 
r ange of c a sh sour ce s has widened , the are a  is st i l l  under ­
deve l oped by We s t ern s t andar d s . L ike o the r underdeve l oped 
are a s ,  T adh imboko p o s t -war e conomic  gr owth r e l i ed heav i l y  
o n  v i l l age -b a s ed cropping , both f o r  export and urban con­
sumpt ion . The r ap id post -war expan s i on in coconut acreage 
and garden l and b eyond the minimum r equ ired for sub s i s t ence 
r e f l e ct s  the Tadhimboko ' s  re spon s e  to  the market opportun­
ity att ached to cash cropp ing . However , they have not 
taken fu l l  advan t age of thi s marke t  opportunity s ince the 
Chinese  middl eman i s  s t i l l  an import ant e lement in the f l ow 
o f  b oth export and internal ly marketed c onunodit i e s . It  

. might b e  adv i s ab l e , from the viewp o int o f  incr e a s ing in­
d i genou s e conomi c growth , t o  r e s t r i ct the renewal of  trad­
ing and  marke t ing l icence s in the  are a  t o  ind igenou s ent er ­
p r i se s . Th i s  doe s not mean a permanent prot e c t i on i s t  
p o l icy , but tha t  indigenou s ent erpr i s e s  woul d  be  pro t e ct ed 
unt i l  they are strong enough t o  c ompete  wi th for e i gn inve s ­
t or s . l S u ch a deve l opmen t  r equire s cons ider ab l e  adj u s tment 
in Government ' s  ' free enterpr i s e ' po l i cy 

The growth o f  cash cropp ing has b een made p o s s ib l e  by 
' the ex i s t ence  o f  a c on s iderab l e  mar gin o f  sur p l u s  produc­
t ive capac ity in the f orm o f  b o th surplus  l and and surp lus  
l abour over and above . . .  minimum sub s i s t ence requ irement s '  
(My int 1 9 64 : 44 ) . Mor eover , c omb inat ion s o f  l and , l abour 
and cap i t a l  s imil ar to trad i t ional patt erns have b een made 
for a new purpo se : to  e arn money . Food cr opp ing ha s been 
st imul at ed by a change in government p o l i cy re garding ve ge ­
t ab l e  product ion and wage p ayment , and impr oved acce s s  t o  
and expans i on o f  the urb an market . Both l and and l abour 
are abundant and the cap i t al inv e s tment invo lved in gar ­
dening i s  sma l l . However , l and a � i enat ion in the r eg ion 
and fur ther increase s in p opu l a t i on are l ikel y  to  r e su l t , 
in the l ong t erm , in d iverging trend s in human and l and 
r e s our ce ava i l ab i l ity . Thi s  view as sume s that the l ack 
of outwar d mi gr at ion curr ent s ince 1 945 wi l l  cont inue . 

As  t ax ho l i day s o f  up t o  f ive ye ar s from the date  on 
which product ion conunence s ar e granted  to new exp at r i at e  
indu s t r ie s , ther e i s  a c a s e  for pr ov i d ing s ome pr otect ion 
from compet i t ion to ind igenou s enterpr i s e s . 
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On the who l e , the need t o  choose  between product i on for 
expor t and for sub s i s t ence ha s not yet ar i sen . The v i l l ­
ager i s  a cash cropper and a sub s i st ence farmer a t  the s ame 
t ime . He pr o du ce s  the bul k  o f  h i s  own r equirement s ,  and 
any surp lus  i s  s o l d  t o  e arn cash . When he t r ade s in expor t 
crop s , he  st i l l  produce s a sub s t ant ial  pr opor t ion o f  hi s 
sub s i s t ence need s . L ike simi l ar ind igenou s s ociet i e s  in 
the Pac i f i c , there is no divi s ion of  l abour on the b a s i s  
o f  par t i cu l ar e conomic act iv i t ie s . Thi s might be  a dr aw­
b a ck in the l ong run s ince the product ive e ff ic iency and 
increased  product ivity normal ly a s so c iated  wi th spe cial ­
i s at i on , given t e chnical  improvement s ,  ar e never l ike ly 
to accrue to v i l l age producer s under condi t ions whi ch l a ck 
a div i s ion o f  l ab our . Thi s pro b l em i s  a l so bound up with 
the smal l - s ca l e  natur e  of T adh imboko society whi ch is not 
conducive t o  s pe ci a l i sat ion in pr oduct ion . Thu s the sma l l  
r ange o f  techn i cal  ski l l s  curren t ly p o s se s sed b y  the Tad­
himboko l imit s future e conomi c growth . The s ki l l s  ava i l ­
ab le  he l p  to  determine the r ange o f  e c onomic cho i ce s  open 
to the peop l e . Thi s  is fair ly narrow at  pre sent as a 
re sult  o f  the l ack o f  j ob train ing in the p a s t , l ack o f  
general edu ca t i on , and the meagr e  financi al r e s ource s 
o f  an e conomical ly depre s se d  t err itory 

The expans i on so f ar a chieved in the f ie l d  o f  agr i ­
cu l tural product ion for cash h a s  ut il i s ed int ern a l  s aving s . 
Agr i cu l t ur e  has  it s e l f  b een a main s our ce o f  cap i t a l  
accumu l a t ion and inve stment . W i t h  the decreas ing over al l 
importan ce o f  wage emp l oyment s ince 1 94 6  and the further 
l ike ly int en s i f i cat i on o f  coconut p l ant ing , agr i cu l ture 
is l ike l y  t o  become the main sour ce of cap i t a l  accumu­
l at ion and inv e s tment . The r o l e  o f  Government in the 
supply o f  credit  ha s b een ins i gn i ficant ; indeed , the 
t e rms and pol icy which govern the ext ens ion o f  credit 
seem onerou s . 

Pr i ce s t ab i l i s a t ion in the copr a industry seems t o  
have had a maj or e ffect o n  agricu l tural expans ion for 
export  in T adhimboko . However , pr ice s t ab i l i s at ion i s  
n o t  a featur e  o f  the young cocoa indu s t ry . Thus the fai l ­
ur e o f  the cocoa mar ke t t o  exp and dur ing the l as t  decade 
ha s del ivered a str iking b l ow t o  the indu st ry and the 
chan ce s  o f  r ecov ery are uncert ain . 

H i g g ins  ( 1 95 9 : 5 ) a sked : 

I s  there r e al ly any hope o f  achieving higher 
l iving st andar d s  . . .  without fundament al changes 
in . . .  s oc ial  in st itut ion s , p sycho l ogical  at t itude s ,  
p erhap s even in . . .  ideo l ogie s or r e l igion s ? 
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Thi s que s t i on spr ing s from the wide ly he l d  be l ie f  that in 
deve l op ing countr i e s  gene r al ly , contemporary so cial  inst i ­
tut ions  are incompat ib l e  wi th e conomi c growth . There fore , 
inst itut ional arr angement s mu s t  be mod i fied be for e any 
t ake -off  int o  su s t a ined gr owth i s  po s s ib l e  ( Ro st ow 1 9 66 : 1 7 ) . 
Lewi s ( 1 961 : 5 7 )  said  .that : 

ins t i tut ion s  promot e or re strict  gr owth accor ding 
to  th� protect ion they_ a ccord to  e f for t , _ accor d ing 
to  the opport un i t i� s they �ro�ide for �p ec i al i s a t i on ,  
and accor ding t o  the �r eedom o f  manoeuvre they 
permit . 

Thi s s tudy has- demcinstrated that tr ad i t ional s o c i al 
grouping s , the l inks ba sed on marr iage , co-re s i dence and 
ob l igat ory r e l at ionship s , and the f l exib i l ity o f  l and-u s age 
r ight s have fac i l i t at ed economic growth . Indigenou s ins t i ­
tut ions encourage and s an ct ion ind iv i dual e f for t and the 
�anipu lat i on of resource s .  Whether t r ad i t i onal  ins t i tut ion s  
wi l l  cont inu e  t o  promot e  and acce l erate  economi c gr owth in 
the futur e is not certain . I f  further growth i s  t o  o ccur ; 
product ive e ff i ciency and increased  product ivity per acre 
and p er cap i t a  are e s s ent i a l . The s e  requ ire r ap id cap it al 
accumu l a t i on and investment in produc t ive as set s and some 
degre e  of reor gani s at i on in the metho d s . and b a s i s  o f  pro ­
duct i on ( includ ing perhap s the ind ividual i s at i on o f  hol d ­
i n g s  to  whi ch Government i s  commi t t e d )  i f  cumu l at·ive and 
su s t a ined growth i s  t o  occur in the T adhimboko cash economy . 

At thi s p oint a b r i e f  wor d on the theory o f  economic 
dual i sm is  r e levant . Boeke , who s e  ob servat i ons were b a s ed 
l ar ge ly on exper i ence in Indone s i a , r e garded the j uxt a­
p o s i t ion o f  a modern money e c onomy and a t r ad i t ional sub ­
s i s t ence e c onomy in underdev e l oped are as a s  a cons equence 
o f  d i f fer ing social  and cu l t ural  sy s t ems ( Boeke 1 9 53 : 3 ) . 
When cap it a l i sm invade s the sub s i s t ence -or i ented t radit ional 
s oc iety two d i f ferent s ocial  sy s t ems c l a sh . The e conomic 
s t at u s  of b oth cap i t al i sm and the sub s i s t ence -b ased  s o ciety 
ar e then s oc ial ly det ermined ( Boeke 1 953 : 4 ) . The phenom­
enon of dua l i sm cannot be d i s put ed , but the exp l anat ion 
o ffered by Boeke s eems inval i d and i s  c l e ar ly inapp l i cab l e  
t o  d a t a  pre s ented  here . Cer t a in e l emen t s  o f  tradi t i onal 
s o ciety have encour aged the incr e a s ing mone t i s at ion o f  
the sub s i s t en ce s e c t or o f  the vil l age e conomy . 

H iggins cha l l enged Boeke ' s  exp l anat ion o f  e conomic 
dual i sm by de c l ar ing that t he phenomenon ' i s mor e  readily 
exp l ained in economic and t e chno l o g i ca l  terms ' (Higgin s  
1 95 9 : 28 1 ) , and que s t ioning the uniquene s s  o f  dual i sm t o  
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underdeve l oped countr ie s ( H iggins 1 95 9 : 285 ) . Thi s  l a t t er 
p oint may under e s t imate d i f ference s in kind t o  such an 
extent that they are seen as d i f fer ence s  on ly in degree . 
The po int , however , i s  that the cash e conomy has penetr at ­
ed  the Tadhimboko world without any maj or t e chno l og i cal  
change in the  product ion proce s s . The s cal e o f  v i l l age ­
leve l produ c t i on has not s i gn i f icant ly al tered ; it i s  the 
ant ithe s i s  of l ar ge - s cale  commer cial  ent erpr i se on a 
p l antat ion bas i s . Pr i c e s  have proved an e f fe ct ive incen­
t ive to produc t ion for c a sh . 

Thu s it wou l d  seem that Boeke and Higg ins  t ended to  
emphas i se dual i sm as  a s t a t ic phenomenon . The Mel ane s i an 
s ituat i on analy sed her e point s up the dynam i c  e l ement s 
making for the incr e a s ing commercia l i sat ion o f  the tra­
d i t i onal sub s i s tence sector of  the v i l l age e conomy . There 
is no purely sub s is tence e conomy in Tadhimboko , nor any­
where in the S o l omons or Me l ane s ia . gener al ly . 

I t  i s  t rue  that an import ant a sp�ct o f  dual  e conomie s 
i s  the inve stment o f  foreign cap i t a l  in mining , p l antat ion 
or other ent erpr i se s . For e ign ent erp r i s e s  are not com­
p l et el y  independent of the indi genou s sector of the e conomy . 
Indeed , they r e ly on indigenou s l abour and comp l ement the 
ind i genous economy to a cer t a in ext ent . It . i s  thi s com­
p l ement ary aspect  wh ich need s to be b or ne in mind in any 
con s iderat ion of dual economi e s . 

C on fl ict ing v i ewpoint s- in . the 
widen ing of e conomic ch_o ice  

Al though the  Tadhimboko enj oy a wider r ange of  p o s s ib il ­
i t i e s  for making money than other S ol omon I s l ander s ,  e ff e c ­
t ive and pro f i t ab le cho i ce s  ar e s omewhat l imited . The s itu ­
at ion i s  comp l ic ated  by the d i f ferent and often confl i ct ing 
viewpoint s he l d  by the thr ee part i e s  invo lved in  the deve l ­
opment o f  the p l ains : the Government , pr ivate ent erpr i s e , 
and the Tadh imboko themse lv e s . 

Government sees  i t s  maj or r o l e  as  t o  provide cond i t ions 
conduc iv e  t o  the deve lopment of the p l a ins  both by pr ivat e  
enterpr i se and the l o cal peop l e . Thi s  i s  done thr ough 
the provi s ion o f  agr i cul tur a l  ext ens ion f ac i l it ie s  and the 
ne ce s sary  infr a stru cture - road s , bridge s , the impr ovement 
of cond i t i ons  gener al ly - the creat ion of a s at i s factory 
l e ga l  and f i s cal fr amework for pro sp e c t ive inve s t or s , and 
liberal l and gr ant s where d e s ir able . Pr ivate enterpr i se 
con s i s t s o f  l arge Eur opean companies  and smal l Chine s e  
tr ader s whi ch the Government cons ider s shou l d  receive a l l  
encour agement , par t i cu l ar l y  the former , t o  harne s s  the 
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re sour ce s o f  the p l ain s . Y e t  it  seems that pr ivat e con­
cerns ar e not comp l et e l y  sat i s fied  with the form and 
ext ent o f  government a s s i s t ance . Mor eover , pr ivat e com­
pan i e s  int er e s t ed in l and deve l opment appe ar imp at ient 
with T adhimboko l andowners . 

To  a c on s ider ab l e  degree  government encouragement o f  
l arge - s ca l e  ent erpr i s e s  i n  the re gion and the int ere st s 
o f  the s e  firms ar e incompat ib l e , i f  not in open con f l i c t , 
with  ind i genou s e conomic growth . Large ent erpr i s e s  are 
like ly t o  d ivert much l and and l ab our fr om the indigenou s 
agr i c�l tur al  se ctor and in th i s  way l imit potent ial  agr i ­
cul tura l  growth b y  the T adhimb oko . The succe s s  o f  l arge 
c ompanie s is l ikel y to narrow down· the f i e l d  in wh ich 
ind igenous  c ap i t al inve stment , a l ready l imit ed  in suc ce s s , 
can operat e . Whi le r e spond ing suc ce s s ful ly t o  the j ob 
openings ava i l ab l e  from pr iva t e  enterpr i s e , the Tadhim­
boko al so  st r ive to exp and the ir c a sh cropping and main­
t a in v i l l age rout ine . H�re the rel at ionship b etween the 
people  and Government is revi ewed at l ength , and p a s s ing 
r e ference only is made to the int er e s t s  of pr ivate  enter ­
p r i s e . 

Government view 

Government cons ider s the Guadal canal Pl ain s , the only 
l ar ge piece  of  fer t i l e  l owl and in th� S o l omons , a mos t  
valuab l e  n atur al  a s set . I Thi s  out l ook gr eat ly in fluenced 
the way Government manipu l a t e d  the Muv ia d i sput e : Govern­
ment r e c ogn i s ed it s mor a l  r e spon s ib i l i ty to t ake account 
of the Me l ane s ian c l a im ,  bu t only if the Tadhimb oko agreed 
to give  i t  a l ong-t erm lease of  the l and involved . 

Government ant ic ipat e s  that the p l a ins  wil l , when fu l ly 
deve l oped , supply a l l  the r i c e  need s o f  the S o l omon s . 
Apart fr om c onserving ove r s e a s  exchange , home- grown r ice  
woul d  be  . cheaper than impor t e d  r i c e . S oya b e an i s  b e ing 
pr odu ced c ommerciall y and i t  i s  hoped that o il palm wi l l  
al so be come a valu abl e expor t crop o n  the p l ain s . 

In Government ' s  v iew the h i gh value p l aced on the p l ains 
make s i t  imperat ive that its deve l opment shoul d  bene f i t  as  
mB;ny people a s  p o s s ib l e : the p l a ins  mus t  be  deve l oped t o  
e arn government revenue which wi l l  be  u s ed t o  provide  
s oc ial  and  other serv ic e s  t o  the  peop l e  o f  the S o l omon s , 

C ommi s s i oner o f  Land s and S urvey s in reply to  a que st i on 
a sked, by the Member for Guadal canal  on l and on the p l a ins 
( L eg i s l at ive C ounc i l  D ebate s  May 1 9 66 ) . 
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including the Tadhimboko . The Tadh imboko mus t  s a cr i fice  
their l and r ight s for the we lfare o f  the  S o l omon s  gen­
eral ly ; they do not have the capacity fu l ly to harne s s  
the re s our.c e s  o f  the r e g i on . Even Tadh imboko r eact i on t o  
agr icul tur al  ext ens ion work ha s been uns at i s facto ry . 
Thu s , according t o  Government ,  the devel opment o f  the 
p l a ins  is not a s sured if le ft to the Tadhimboko ; and i f  
it  was deve l oped b y  them , the b ene fi t s wou l d  n o t  b e  wid e ­
r arig ing . 

The G overnment a l s o  l ack s the financ ial r e s our ce s and 
expert i se to deve l op the p l ains even i f  it were p o l i cy t o  
p ar t i c ipate  in commercial  ent erpr i s e . However , i t  could 
attract  l ar ge amount s of out s id e  c ap i t a l  and tra ined per ­
sonne l t o  d eve l op the region by gr ant ing l ong- t erm 
l e a s e s  and t ax hol idays to inter e s t ed firms . 

Government i s  conv inced that it  is  only by at tract ing 
out s ide capital  that the p l a ins can be  devel oped quickly . 
Large f irms provide a valuab l e  sour ce o f  much-needed 
r evenue t o  the S o l omons . Once entren ched in the deve l op ­
ment pr oce s s , they c an and wi l l  provide o ther va luab i e  
services  t o  the community , e itlJ.er independent ly or i n  
p ar tner ship with Government Ye t large c ompanie s wi l l  
inve s t  i n  the S o l omons only i f  they are a s sured a secure 
t it l e  t o  the l and they hold . 

The Government s e e s  the T adh imboko b o th a s  p ar t ner s in , 
and opponent s to , i t s  p o l icy t o  deve l op the p l a ins  for the 
bene fi t  o f  the S o l omon s gener al ly L ong- t erm l e a s e s  o f  
l and o n  the p la in s  b y  the Government ensur.e a r egul ar 
s our ce o f  c a sh t o  the T adhimboko l andowner s .  Fur the r , 
company deve l opment o f  the p l a ins  me an s paid  work for the 
Tadhimboko . 

It i s  n ow l ike ly that deve l opment o f  the p l a in s  wi l l  
incorpor ate a r e s e t t l ement s cheme invo lv ing the Tadhim­
boko as supp l ier s o f  commercial  pr o duc t s  t o  a l arge  over ­
s e a s - contro l l ed  proce s s ing p l ant l oc at ed in  the region or 
in Honiar a . In the se t erms , comp any devel opment o f  the 
p l a ins  i �  seen by the Government a:s  a means of widen ing 
the c a sh opportunit ie s  avai l ab l e  t o  the Tadhimboko . At 
the s ame t ime , G overnment r eg ards  Tadhimboko oppo s it ion 
t o  it s deve l opment p o l icy a s  i ll - informed and shor t ­
s i ghted ob struc t i on ism . The Tadhimboko are cons idered 
t o  be  i l l - equ ipped t o  fu l fi l  the mor a l  respon s ib i l i ty of 
devel op ing the p l a in s . for maximum advant age � not only t o  
themse lve s but al s o  t o  the S o l omons genera l l y . 
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The T adhimboko view 

The T adh imboko con s i der the region the ir home l and and 
the cho i ce o f  a way to devel op it  the ir prerogat ive . L and 
al ienat ion in the p a s t  has  given them a feel ing o f  l and 
short age , however unwar r anted or pr ematur e They cons ider 
that past l and deal ings took advant age of the sub s i s t ence­
or iented and r e c ipr ocity-dominated indigenou s s oc i ety . 
O c cupat ion by the Europ e an al ienator brought for ce fu l ly 
home t o  them the fu l l  imp l i ca t ions o f  l and ' sa l e s ' .  They 
ma int ain that unu sed or unoccup ied l and alway s has in­
tere s t s  at t ached to i t . The f l exib l e  nature o f  ind igen­
ou s l and-u s age r i ght s make s l and  al ienat i on a pr oce s s  that 
depriv e s  p eople  out s id e  the own ing mamat a of the ir p l ant 
ing r ight s .  Thi s  exp l ains the involvement of many non­
l and-owne r s  in the meet ings l e ad ing t o  the sett l ement o f  
the Muvia d i spute . 

The T adhimboko a s s e s s  the ir l and in terms o f  what they 
themse lve s can grow on it and not in the l ight of what 
others  can grow and s e l l  for the bene f i t  of the S o l omons 
general ly . Ne i ther i s  the l and yet s een in terms o f  
p o s s ib l e  r ent money whi ch may be  u s ed t o  meet  sub s i s t ence 
need s . Rent money , although sub s t ant ial  in t ot a l , i s  
cons idered inadequat e .  As  i n  F ij i ,  it  i s  l i kely  t o  l e ad 
t o  the over -dependence on income from r ent for the l and­
owne r s , with demoral i s ing e ff e ct s . Lease s t end t o  l imit 
movement in the T adhimboko ' s  own home l and . Moreover , 
they c on s ider that b oundar ie s o f  a l ienated l and have a 
t endency t o  move at the exp ense o f  nat ive l and . For e s t  
l and i s  more than mere garden l and : i t  pr ov ide s numerou s  
other need s e s sent i al t o  v i l l �ge wel fare and or gan i sat i on . 
The gr as s l and , t o o , ha s a p l ace in T adhimboko l i fe : it  
used  to  b e  good hunt ing l an d  and i t  is  a l s o  con s ider ed 
the mo s t  su it ab l e  l and for p anna cul t ivat ion . 

In the ir d i sagr eement with the exi stence o f  wa s t e  l and 
as su ch , the T adhimboko have f e l t  ob l iged to oppo s e  Gov­
ernment 1 s int er e st in l and on the p l ains . Thi s s t and ha s 
be en encour aged by what they now con s ider t o  have been 
un fair pur chas e s  by European specu l at or s  ( inc luding Gov­
ernment ) in the past . 

For t oo l ong the T adhimboko have seen themselv e s  e ither 
as ob s erver s o f  devel opment on the p l a in s  or involved only 
at the per iphery a s  e arner s o f  l ow wage s . They do  not 
want to r emain e arner s of l ow wag e s  inde f init e ly . 

The T adh imb oko feel that they can become succe s s fu l  
devel op er s  and entrepreneu rs . They have t r i ed t o  emu l at e  
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the exampl e  of  Europe an and A s i an p l anter s and t r ader s .  
They see  government a s s i s t ance in thi s fi e l d  a s  b e ing un ­
du ly b i ased  t owards  the expatriate  t r ader ; only a ft er much 
fu s s  were even sma l l  sums o f  money l ent to indi genou s 
borrower s . In fact , Tadhimboko c ons ider tha t  the ir indiv ­
idual r eque s t s  for l o an s  ar e u sual ly r e fu sed . Even when 
a l oc a l  co l l ect ive enterpri se  wa s ab l e  to prov ide 5 0  per 
c ent o f  the cost of  a t r an sport unit , Government wa s not 
happy about the numb er o f  committeemen in who s e  name s the 
l o an was to b e  given . 

Al though the T adhimboko see  the Government a s  the i r  
b ene fac t or , they cons ider that it  has done l i t t l e  t o  he lp 
them make money . All  the road s  in  the reg ion wer e  con ­
structed  by the Amer i can s . Had not  a p r ivat e comp any 
l e a s ed G avaga l and and Tetere p l antat ion in 1 95 5 -5 6 ,  per ­
hap s the Nal imb iu and Met ep ono br i d ge s  might not  hav e  been 
bui l t . Al so , for a l ong t ime Government wou l d  not bu i l d  a 
br idge acros s the Bale suna River becau se i t  has  no l e ga l  
int e r e s t  in the l and e a s t  o f  i t . S o  runs T adhimb oko 
thinking . 

The Tadh imboko b e l i eve that government o f ficers  do not 
apprec i ate their soci ety and are indeed su s p i ciou s of i t . 
They think that expatr iate fie l d  o f f i cer s quickly condemn 
aspect s o f  trad i t ional s oc ie ty with out at t empt ing t o  
under st and them . Further , cert ain T adhimboko move s for 
advancement ,  l ike the pur chas e  of cat t l e for a gr az ing 
ent erpr i se , have been b randed by Eur opean fie l d  o f f i cer s 
a s  ' cargo cul t i s t ' in insp irat i on .  Now that the fenc ing 
sub s idy has ende d , the Tadh imboko think that the Govern­
ment i s  no t ready t o  he l p  them fur ther in c at t l e  s cheme s .  

Advi ce by government o ff i cer s i s  not regarded a s  genu ­
ine by the T adhimboko . They suspe ct  government mot ive s 
in any deal ings and find i t  d i f ficu l t  t o  r e conci l e  the 
dua l  r o l e s  o f t en p l ayed by cert ain admin i s t r at ion per aon­
nel . A d i s t r i ct o f ficer wi l l , as  magi s t r at e , convict  
them for  an  o ffence , whi l e  in another cap ac i ty he wi l l  
advi s e  them on how t o  s t art  a bu s ine s s  A p a s t  D i s tr i ct 
C ommi s s ioner h ad nego t i at e d  the al i enat ion o f  s ome o f  
their l and b y  Government ,  wh i l e  i n  hi s r o l e  as  Reg i strar 
o f  C o -operat ive S oc iet ie s he o f fered advice on c o -oper a ­
t ive commer c i al method s .  The s eparat i on o f  the s e  func­
t i ons may b e  cl ear in  the mind s o f  the  government o ff i cer s 
but i t  i s  not under st ood by the Tadhimb oko . S u sp i cion o f  
government mot ive s i s  re in for ced b y  p a s t  l and al ienat i on 
and government overture s for the al ienat i on o f  mor e l and . 
T adhimb oko think t hat when government o f f icer s surveyed 
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the s o i l s o f  the Bale suna-Berande area  in 1 9 65 , the ir 
l e ad ing spoke sman was purp o sely t aken by Government t o  
Mal ai t a ,  o s t en s ibly on an agr icul tural extens ion v i s i t , 
s o  that no opp o s i t i on wou l d  de l ay the work . 

Advice  by agr icul tur a l  o f fi ce r s  i s  p o l i t e ly l i st ene d  
t o  b u t  n o t  fol l owed . Too  o ft en agr i cu l tura l  f ie l d  o f fi ­
cer s a s sume , in  the eye s o f  the T adhimboko , an author i ­
t ar ian ro l e . Thi s  doe s not ac cord wi th any bel i e f  that 
government o f f icer s come to help  them . To the T adh imboko , 
agr i cu l tural exten s i on frequent ly has c omp l ex imp l i cat ion s  
requir ing them t o  make di f ficu l t  and o ft en und e s ir ab l e  
choi c e s . It  i s  thi s viewpo int that they con s ider f i e l d  
o f fi cer s f a i l  t o  appreci at e and t ake into account in the ir 
work amon g  them . 

Past  exper ience has  shown the Tadhimboko that ind i g ­
enou s emp l oyee s a r e  u sua lly at the mer cy o f  Europe an man ­
ager s . The r e  i s  nothing t o  a s sur e  them that futur e r e l at ­
ion ship s wil l no t cont inue  t o  operate on a ' ma s t er -boy ' 
b as i s , whi ch they re sen t . Private enterpr i s e  i s  s een a s  
p ower ful , inf luent ial , pr o f it -or ient ed , and i n  opp o s it ion 
t o  Mel ane s i an int e re st s . Al though wage s ,  working c ondit ­
ions and ac c ommodat i on o f fered by private enterp r i s e  are 
p oor , cir cumst ance s  s t i l l  make it e s sent ial  for them t o  
t ake paid  wor k . Expatr i at e  ent erp r i s e s  h e l p  t o  wi den the 
ave nu e s  for making money . The Tadhimboko wer e  l e d  t o  
b e l i eve that r i ce gr owing by a l ar ge company on the p l a in s  
wou l d  mean cheaper price s f o r  r i ce . Thi s  h a s  n o t  yet 
o c curred and they feel they have b e en betr ayed by b oth the 
company and Government . 

Mutual l ack o f  compr ehens i on 
o f  each other ' s vi ews 

The T adhimboko and the Government obvious ly fail  by a 
wid e  marg in t o  appre c i at e  e ach other ' s mot ive s . The T ad ­
himboko and other S o l omon I s l an der s d o  not  gr asp  adequat e ­
ly  the wor kings and prob l em s  o f  the Government , a s  a r e su l t 
o f  their l ack o f  general  e duca t i on and the fact that few 
seriou s  a t t empt s  have been made to exp l ain Pro t e ctor at e ­
wide prob le ms i n  t erms meaningfu l t o  the p e op l e . Thi s  i s  
p ar t i cu l ar ly s o  for pr ob l ems deal ing wi th S o l omon s ' com­
mer cial  r e l a t ionship s wi th the out s ide wor l d  and shortage 
of fund s . The T adhimboko see their s l ow economic pr o gre s s  
s ince 1 945  a s  a consequence o f  the p aucity  o f  government 
a s s i s t ance . O f fi c i al p o l i cy s eem s t o  p ay l i t t l e  r egard 
t o  their we l fare but favour s expatriate  enterpr i se s . They 
do not s ee that incr e a s ing the wea l th of the S o l omons i s  
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al s o  dependent i n  p ar t  o n  their fu l l  ut i l i s at i on o f  the ir 
own re s our ce s , and that the Government i s  not  a fairy 
godmother wi th unl imi ted cap i t al for deve l opment . Al s o , 
Government ' s  p o l icy o f  d eve l oping the reg ion t o  y ie l d  the 
gre at e s t  good for the gr e at e st numb er has  not b een ful ly 
exp l ained in meaning ful t e rms and hence doe s not influence 
their thinking . 

The way forward 

I f  s o l id and l a s t ing p r ogre s s  involv ing the p ar t i ci ­
pat i on and co -opera t i on o f  the peop l e  i s  t o  occur in T ad ­
h imboko and t he S ol omons gener a l ly , i t  i s  e s s ent ial  that 
the type of Government -people rel at ion ship that has per ­
s i s t ed s inc e 1 945 , of  mutual  mi sunder s t anding and sus p i c ­
i on o f  each other ' s  mot ive s ,  mu s t  a l t er . A seriou s  and 
genuine at t empt to under s t an d  the other ' s  v i ewpo int mus t  
b e  made . I t  seems that i n  thi s re gard the fir s t  s t ep 
mu s t  b e  t aken by the Government : i t  mus t  act  t o  end T ad ­
himb oko susp i c i on o f  i t s  mot ive s . Exchange s o f  vi ews are 
infrequent and occur at  the formal l eve l . F i e l d  o f f i ce r s  
mi ght t ake a more symp athe t i c  a t t itude in advocat ing cer ­
t ain devel opment and agr icu l tural extension metho d s  t o  
the T adhimb oko . The ir work wi l l  n o t  pr ogre s s  f ar unl e s s  
they g ain the confidence o f  the peop l e  they ar e  t o  he lp . 

A v ital requir ement i s  t o  involve the p eop l e  mor e  
c l o sely , not only in  the running and wor king o f  t h e  Gov ­
ernment but , mor e s i gn i f i cant ly , i n  d e c i s i on -making .  A 
ret ired member o f  the BS IP Legi s la t ive C ounc i l , Mr E . V .  
Lawson , has  s t at ed that 

Government wi l l  never admit they can p o s s ib ly 
b e  wr ong and no r eal e f fort i s  b e ing made t o  
g ive Legco memb e r s  a r eal  s ay in the Budget . 1 

I f  thi s s ituat ion preva i l s in the highe s t  l eg i s l at ive 
b ody in  the S ol omon s , then i t  seems fair to as sume that 
it exi st s al s o  in the l ower e che l on s  of the admin i s tr a ­
t ive machine . L i ke the Provincial C ounc i l s i n  F i j i ,  
l oc a l  government b o d i e s  are not ful ly aut onomous .  The ir 
by - l aws and budge t s mu st  receive the s anct i on o f  a hi gher 
author i ty . It i s  true that they mu st  r e ce ive gu idance in 
the s e  mat t er s ;  i t  is  al s o  t rue that rej e ct ion of  counci l  
propo s al s , part icul arly tho s e  t ou ching upon a s pe c t s o f  
Me l ane s i an s o c iety , i s  not  usual ly exp l ained adequately  

1 Pac i fic  I s l ands Monthly (De cember 1 9 6 7 : 73 ) 0  
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t o  the counci l s  concerned . I t  might b e  p o s s ib l e  t o  br ing 
not only l oc a l  coun c i l  members  but a l s o  l ocal b i g -men and 
r epr e s ent at ive s of the T adhimbo ko West  S ub -D i s tr i ct C om­
mi t t ee int o the del ib er at i on s  o f  bodi e s  such a s  the D i s ­
t r i ct T e am . l In thi s way the T adhimboko and other S o l omon 
I s l ander s wil l  b e g in to be fu l ly exposed t o , and part i c i ­
p a t e  i n  f ind ing s olut i on s  t o , prob l ems facing their own 
country and i t s  de s t iny .  

C onc l u s i on :  T adh imbo ko in 
the changing Paci fic  

Al l that  ha s been de s cr ibed  her e  o f  the  T adhimb oko , 
the i r  choi ce s , thei r  a t t itude s ,  and the mutual mi sunder ­
s t anding that exi s t s between peop l e , Government and pr i ­
vate ent erpr i s e , cou l d  b e  wr i t t en al so  o f  count l e s s  other 
s o c i et i e s  in the P a c i f i c  and in other col on i al or deve l op ­
ing ar e a s . 

Two examp l e s  are the v il l ager ' s  con cept o f  a Luther an­
sponsored devel opment company , N amasu , in N ew Gu ine a , and 
the r e l a t i onship between the v i l l age Fij i an and hi s native 
admin i s tr at ion . S anko f f  ( 1 9 6 9 ) showed that mi s concept ions 
about N amasu , a connner c i a l  organ i s at ion c on t aining a sub ­
s t ant i al b ody o f  N ew Gu ine an shar eholder s ,  abound at the 
vi l l age l evel . Many inve s t or s  in Namasu are d i s s at i s f ied 
with the smal l d iv idends  they rece ive from their or i g in al 
inve s tment s . Al thou gh N ama su i s  not a l e nd ing ins t itut ion , 
v i l l ager s cons i der that it  shou l d  t ake up thi s funct ion . 
C l ear l y  there i s  much confu s ion in the c onnnunicat ion cha in o 
Thi s  had l e d  t o  d i s s at i s fact ion about the bene f i t s accru ­
ing fr om involvemen t  in N amasu , b oth as  sharehol der and 
cus t omer . 

A s imi l ar s ituat i on exi s t s in the r e l a t i on sh ip b etween 
the Fij i an peop l e  and the Fij i an Admin i s t r at ion . A lthough 
sub s t ant i a l  change s are b e ing introdu ced into the mach in ­
ery o f  nat ive admini strat i on , s ome o f  tho s e  in author ity 
at  the provinc ial  leve l , al l o f  whom ar e F i j i an s , seem to 

1 The D i s tr i ct T e am is an o f f ic ial  body , al though not  
cr eated by s t atut e , which at t emp t s  t o  c o -or dinat e the 
devel opment and othe r  work of government agen c i e s  at 
the D i str ict  l eve l . It s meet ing s are u su a l ly pre s ided 
over by the D i s t r ict  C onnni s s ioner , who he ad s the T e am ,  
with r epre sent at ive s from the var iou s government d e ­
p ar tment s in the d i s t r i ct , such a s  agr i cu l ture , fore s try 
and education . 



2 94 

cont inue  to  view both o l d  and new prob l ems with in a tr a ­
d i t ional mou l d . F i j i an vi l l ager s expect  e ffect ive l eade r ­
ship wi th qu i ck re sul t s  from F ij ian Admini s tr at ion de c i s ­
ion -maker s .  Th is  is  not alway s for thcoming I n  the r emo t e  
inte r ior vi l l age s and out ly ing i s l and s , t h e  g ap b etween the 
v i l l ager and central  author ity is wide , no t only in the 
obviou s  phy s i cal  s ense , but al s o , and mor e  s igni f i cant ly , 
in the percept ion o f  v i l l age pr ob l ems , a sp irat i on s  and 
cho i c e s for economic b e t t erment . D e t a i l e d  knowl edge o f  
wide ly d i f ferent l ocal  condit ion s , vital  for the l ong -
t erm progr e s s  o f  vi l l age wel fare , i s  not at the command 
o f  many pol i cy -maker s .  

De sp i t e  al l thi s , however , the r ange o f  cho i c e  open 
to Mel ane s ians is wi dening under  the impact of devel opment , 
fo s t ered  in p ar t  by the spre ad o f  comme r c i al ent erpr i s e , 
in p ar t  by the maj or f in ancial  input s now b e ing made by 
the met ropo l i t an p ower s ,  in part by the co l onial  peop l e ' s 
chang ing appre c i at ion o f  their t o t a l  envir onment . Tad ­
h imboko in t he 1 9 70 s wi l l  b egin t o  r e ap the s o l id bene f i t s  
o f  the ir extens ive coc onut p l ant ing s  i n  r ecent ye ar s ,  o f  
the further growth o f  Hon i ar a , o f  the general widen ing o f  
e conomic opportunity . Gre a t er wea l th , and gre at e r  diver ­
s ity  in opportun i t ie s  for making wealth , wil l  a f fect  Tad ­
himboko s oc iety int ernal ly by br inging about great er 
d i f ferent iat i on . It  is l ike ly to a f fe ct the ir a t t i tude s 
t o  the out s i de wor l d  by making them more determined t o  
r e t ain the ir l and . The confl ict  o f  int ere s t s  i s  l ike ly 
t o  sharpen r ather than d imini sh ,  at l e a s t  in the short 
run , but if  thi s confl ict  l ead s t o  a d iminut ion in the 
rate  of devel opment fr om external s ource s ,  i t  i s  l ike ly 
t o  be t o  the l ong -t erm d i s advant age of the T adhimb oko . 
The pace  o f  s o c ia l  and economi c change wil.l cer t ainly 
incr e a s e  in thi s near -urban are a , and  c l o s er s tudy of  
the  Tadh imboko in the year s t o  come might have much to  
o f fer not only in the  context o f  the  S ol omon s , but in 
the wider c ont ext s of urban i s at i on and devel opment in the 
P ac i fi c . 



Append ix A 

The problem of populat ion source mat er ial 

The data on the populat ion o f  the Guadal canal Plains presented in thi s 
Bul let in are drawn from four main s our ce s : 1 93 1  populat i on census of the 
S olomon s ; head coun t s  conducted by the T adhimboko sub-d istrict cl erk in 
February 1 95 5 ; yaws eradicat ion campaign s t a t i s t i c s  o f  1953 and 1 9 56-58 ; 
and my own field survey dat a .  

The 1 9 3 1  p opu l at ion census 

The 1 93 1  p opulat i on census of t he S ol omons claims to  re fer to  the popu­
lat ion a s  at Apr il that year , although figure s  were col l ected by d i strict 
o fficer s , with the a s s i st ance o f  d i strict headmen , over a peri od o f  months 
be fore that date because of transpor t  d i f f icul t ie s . 

D oub t s  about the accuracy o f  the data cannot be d i smi s sed comp letely . 
For ins t ance , it is not cl ear from the r ecords  whether p l antation l ab our­
ers were recorded under their home v i l lage s . ·one would expect 

·
concentra­

t ions o f  population on e states s uch a s  Kukum , Lunga , Tenaru , Tetere , Berande 
and Ruavatu , yet none of t hese place s are ment ioned in the populat ion s ched­
ule for the Guadal canal enumeration . There is no certainty that the e nt ire 
populat i on o f  the Guadal canal Plain s  was enumerated . The vast s tr et ch o f  
land behind the coa s t  from Tumubosa t o  T abunimane i s  shown t o  be uninhabi t ed. 
S igns of past  human occupat ion in that area are prov ided by old coconut 
grove s and bamboo thi cket s .  Perhap s r e s i dent s o f  that area were sunnnoned 
to gather in one or s everal of the coastal vil l age s for the purpo s e s  o f  
the censu s . I f  that was the c a se , then the inland vill ages were not enum­
erated separ ately from the coa s t al v i ll ages in that local i ty .  

The 1 9 3 1  censu s clas s i fied the populat i on into three age group s : 0-6 
year s , 6-16 year s ,  and over 1 6  year s .  The cho ice of 1 6  years as a conven­
ient dividing point between young and adu l t  is a pos s ib l e  drawback from 
the viewpoint of a complete enumerat ion . S ixteen year s ( however that was 
determined )  was the legal age at which males cou l d  be recruited for p l an­
t at ion l ab our . It  was al so t he age at which male s  were l iabl e  to  pay the 
annual head t ax of f ive shil l ings per annum . T ax eva s i on is known every­
where , but in th e pre-war Solomons , the l ow b a s i c  wage of $ 24 per annum 
was an incent ive to avo id what was ,  after all , a t ax from which the Mel a­
ne s ians rece ived l it t l e , i f  any , direct bene f it s . Under these circum­
s t ance s , one shoul d  not p l ace too much weight on the complete accuracy o f  
t h e  1 9 3 1  census figur e s . However , in t h e  ab sence o f  more reliab l e  figure s ,  
they are pre sented a s  a general bas i s  from which the analys i s  o f  populat i on 
changes on the Guadal canal Plains can be examined .  

1 95 5  head count 

The pr imary purpose of this population count was to determine the t ax­
abl e  population of Tadhimboko . The v il l age popu l at ion only was enumerated . 

The count was incomp lete s ince the v i llages east of and inland from 
Bokoagau were not covered . I e s t imate t hat it covered about 85 per cent 
of the vi l l age populat i on of the Guadalcanal Plains . In many case s ,  smal l 
sett lemen t s  close t ogether were grouped under one head . Thu s , Tutumu , 
Begotathi and S al evana - settlement s in Tadhimboko E as t  - were grouped under 
S alevana . 
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Lati Gasi le , who conducted the head count , i s  a young man from Makile 
v i l l age , Tadhimboko West . He once repre sented that ward in the Guadal canal 
Counci l .  He grew up at the t ime h i s  father was v i l l age cat echist  in var ious 
v i l l ages in Tadhimboko West . He is t o  know his area wel l ,  but one 
can be reasonably confident of the of the re su l t s only as  they 
apply to Tadhimboko Wes t  s ince he had no det a i l ed knowle dge about p e op l e  
l iving in Tadhimboko East . H i s  r e su l t s  a r e  a use ful ind i cator o f  change s 
in the pas t  decade , 

Yaws campaign 

Two s e t s  o f  dat a come under thi s category . The fir s t  set r e fe r s  t o  
November -D ecember 1 953 , when the Med ic a l  D epartment conducted a p ilot  sur­
vey of yaws in a triangular area the vort i ce s  of whi ch were Gorabau , 
B okoagau and Veragono vi l l age s .  Thus it excluded much o f  Tadhimboko We s t  
and concentrated o n  T adhimboko E a s t . Only the total popul at ion o f  each 
vil l age i s  g iven , with no s ex d i fferent iation or age d iv i s ions . It grouped 
many l arge v i l l ages t ogether ; the b e st exampl e  of thi s is Tadhimboko in 
which the v i l l ages  of Beb e ,  Tau , Legalau , Kaio and Babala are included . 

The s econd s e t  o f  data r e fer s t o  S eptember ' l 9 5 7 . Thi s  set ! s  p ar t  o f  
the Prot ectorate-wide survey and treatment o f  yaws conducted between 1 9 5 6  
and 1 958 . Al though a l l  the v i l l age s o f  the p lains were surveyed and yaw 
treatment s admini stered , almos t  al l the data concerning Tadhimboko We s t  
were n o t  l ocated dur ing m y  f ie l dwork in 1 966-67 . The records pertain ing 
t o  the ma s s  treatment of yaws , toge ther wi th other old document s o f  the 
Medical Depar tment , are t od ay s t ored in a very old ex-Army shed fol l owing 
many o ffice change s dur ing the last  d ecade . The figures g iven here were 
extracted from original records which were in a very poor state indeed . 
They apply almo st ent irely to Tadhimboko East . 

The 1 9 5 7  yaws survey d iv ided the p opu l at ion o f  each v i l l age into the 
following age groups : 0-3 year s , 3 - 1 0  year s  1 1 -18 years and over 18 year s . 
Valuab l e  as far a s  it goe s , thi s d ivi s i on i s  not fine enough for purposes  
o f  compar i s o n .  It does  not d i s t ingu i sh the women aged 1 5 -44 from the 
remainder of the femal e  p opulat ion ;  thi s is a nece s sary divis ion in any 
analy s i s  o f  popu l at ion dat a . As in t he 1 953 survey , many v i l l age t otal s 
include at l ea s t  two village s . Thu s the Kaio total inc lude s Kai o  and 
B abal a ,  whi l e  Taivu includes the v i l l age by that name and S akevol o . 

Dur ing my fie ldwork a l l  v i l l ages and sett l ement s within Tadhimboko West 
and East  were v i s i ted , a s  wel l  a s  p l ant at i ons and other p l ace s of emp l oy­
ment , and s choo l s .  V il l age populat ion r efer s only t o  tho se actually re s i ­
dent in the v i l l age ; ab sentees were noted b u t  not inc luded in the v i l l age 
hou s ehol d  total s .  The nature of the informat ion collected is ind i cated 
by the spe cimen form in Tab l e  A . l .  Age was determined a s  accurately as  
p o s s ib l e  with the a s s i st ance o f  the t ab l e  of  important event s relevant t o  
T adhimboko ( see T ab l e  A . 2 . ) .  



Tabl e  A . l 

Spe cimen form of populat ion data s ought dur ing fieldwork ,  1 9 66-67 

House no : Owner o f  house / shared : 

V i l l age / sett l ement bui l t  o f :  concre t e  
t imber 
leaf 
f ibro 

WARD : 

Name Rel a t i onship 
o f  hou sehol d  

S ex 
M/F 

Age 
( year s )  

S IE 
CO* 

Type of t oilet : single 
communal 
none 

For females  over 
15 _ye ar s  

Tot al no . o f  chi l dr en ;  
age a t  b ir th ; s t i l l ­
born o r  l iv ing ; l st 
chi l d  

Marital 

I 
Abs ent/ 

s tatus present 
M/S /W /D*''r 

Why 
family 

away 
N/H/V / O*kk 

Type o f  water 
supply : t own 

t ank 
r iver 
wel l  

Rel igion 
A/RC /M/ 

S SEM/ SDA/ 04/: 

� : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : [ : : : : : :  . . • . . • •  · I ·  . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

4 • • • . . . . . . • . • . • . • . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . • . . . . • . . • • • •  

5 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 • • • • • . . • . • • • • • . • • • • . . . . • . • . • . . • . • . • . . . . . • •  

8 . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

1 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

1 2  . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

1': Solomon I s l ander , European , Chine s e , Other , respect ively . 
''r* Marr ied/ s ing l e /widow ( er) / d ivor ced , re spect ively . 

*-k'% 

: : : : : : : 1 : : : : : : : : : :  : � : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  

At Nggela ,  Honiar a ,  Visal e ,  Other place , respect ively . 
# Angl i can , Roman C atho l ic , Method i s t , S outh Sea s  Evangel ical Mi s s i on ,  S eventh D ay Advent i s t , Other r e l i gion , re sp e ct ively . 

N l..O -....J 



Name o f  
S chool 

S t andard 
reached 

V i l l age 
b irth and ward 

Tab le A . l  ( cont ' d) 

Kema I Year l e ft 
vil lage 

By As 

Empl oyment 

Monthly wage ! Previou s  
j ob s  held,  
wage rate 

� : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  : : : : : 1 : : : : : 1 : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  
3 •  · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·. · · · · · 

• · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · r  · · · · · ·r · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
4 • • . . . . . . . • . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • • • . • . .  

� : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  : � : : : : : : : : . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  l : : : : : : : : :  
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Language 
spoken 

Any 
o ther 
in form­
at ion 

No . of per s ons in this hou s ehold : 

M • • . . . . • . • . • . . • . . • • •  

F • . • • . • • . . .  � . . . • . . • •  

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

N \.0 00 



Year s Age group 

1 962-66  0 -4 

1 95 7 -61 5-9 

1 95 2-56 10-14 

1 94 7 -5 1 1 5 - 1 9  

1 942-46 20-4 

1 9 3 7 -41 25-9 

1 93 2- 3 6  30-4 

1 9 2 7 - 3 1  3 5 - 9  

1 9 2 2 -26 40 -4 

1 9 1 7 -2 1  4 5 - 9  

1 9 1 2 - 1 6  5 0 -4 

1 90 7 - 1 1  5 5 - 9  

1 902-06 60-4 

Be fore 1 9 0 2  Over 6 5  

Tab l e  A . 2  

Import ant event s 

Legis l a t ive C ounci l  e l ect ion ,  Apr i l  1 965  

Visit  of H . R .H .  Prince Phil ip , March 1 959  

LPPL returned t o  Lunga 1 95 1 -5 2 ; cycl one , 
January 1 95 2  

Jacob Vouza v i s ited  F i j i ,  1 94 7 -48 

F i ght ing on Guadal canal , 1 942-43 

Vouza ret ired from pol ice force , 1 94 1  

S outh S e a s  Evangel i cal Mis s ion ' s  f ir s t  
European s  arr ived in BSIP , 1 93 3  

B i g  earthquake , 1 93 1 ; census b y  Mr Wr i ght 
D . O .  Aol a ,  1 93 1 ;  Mr Bel l kil led , 1 9 2 7  

Nat ive t ax s t arted , 1 923 ; V i sale Mi s s ion 
destroyed , 1 92 5  

29 9  

Ruavatu Roman Catho l ic Mis s i on s t arted,  1 920 

Aola Government Station s t arted,  1 91 5 

Mr Sprot t , Mel ane s i an Mi s s ionary , arr ived in 
Tadhimb oko , 1 908 

Tetere Beach Memor ial to Au str i an Expedit ion 
erected , 1 90 6 ;  Marau Mis si on s tart ed , 1 904 

Au strian Exped i t i on attacked , 18 9 6  



Name of l and and 
registrat i on no . 

Kukum , Lunga and 
Tenaru 
(LR 8 3 )  

Kukum 

Tenaru 

Bet ikama 

Hender s on Fie l d  

Appendix B 

A sunnnary of l and alienat ion on the Guadalcanal Plains , 1886 - 1 9 64 

T i t l e  holder 
Nature of 

Acreage Date C o s t  or rental 
tr ansact ion 

T . G .  Kel ly Purchased 1 9 , 740 7 . 1 1 . 1886 £60 in tr ade goods 

Kel ly , W i l l iams Partnership 1 9 , 740 1 8 90 n . a .  
and Woodhouse 

T . G .  Kel ly D i s solu t i on of 1 9 , 740 26 . 6 . 18 9 2  n . a .  
partner ship 

O scar Svenson Purchased with 1 9 , 740 8 . 6 . 1 905 £200 
other l and s 

LPPL Purchased with 1 9 , 740 14 . 2 . 1907  £40 , 00 0  
o ther l and s 

BS IP Government Purchased 5 , 62 0  1 2 . 2 . 1 947  $4 , 348 

RC Mi s s ion Purchased 1 , 420 1 2 . 2 . 1 94 7  $4 , 000 

SDA Mi s s ion Pur chased 1 , 65 0  24 . 8 . 1 94 9  $ 1 , 65 0  

BSIP Government Pur chased 1 9 5  7 . 5 . 1 958 $ 1 , 354 . 40 

w 0 0 



Ilu E state Paci. f  i c  I s l ands Occupat ion 1 6 , 3 9 0  1 .  6 . 1 903 Part o f  C er t i f ic at e  of Occup at ion 
(LR 3 9 5 / 5 )  C ompany 1 i cence for 9 9  over 200 , 000 acres .  Rent o f  £ 1  for 

year s , deemed first  2 y�ar s ,  £ 1 00 for third ye ar , 
t o  b e  waste £ 440 per annum for next 7 year s , 
l and ; later £ 880 per annum for next 20 year s ,  
extended t o  9 9 9  £ 1 , 000 p e r  annum for next 6 9  yea r s  
years £ 1 , 9 10 per annum for next 9 9  year s , 

£3 , 000 per annum for remainder o f  
t erm 

LPPL Occupat ion 1 6 , 3 9 0  1 . 1 . 1 906 Part o f  Certi ficate o f  Occupat ion 
l icence , 999 over 200 , 000 acre s .  Rent o f  £ 1  f or 
years fir s t  2 year s , £ 1 00 for third ye ar 

£ 440 per annum f or next 7 year s ,  
£ 880 per annum f or next 20 year s ,  
£ 1 , 000 per annum for next , 6 9 year s , 
£ 1 , 910  per annum for next 99 year s ,  
£3 , 000 per annum for remainder o f  

t erm 

Tenavatu Maggie Dumphy Leased 518 1 2 . 1 . 1 9 1 2  1 / - per annum 
( LR 184 ) 

W i l l iam and Pur chased 5 18 9 . 1 . 1 918 £5  
Maggie Dumphy 

Maggi e  Dumphy Tran s fer o f  5 1 8  1 9 2 2  n . a .  
( hu sb and died)  t i t l e  

I .  Threl fal l Bequeathed (wil l )  518  1 930 n . a .  

BSIP Government Compu l s ory 518  1 946 n . a . 
acqui s i t ion 

A . M .  Kuper Crown l ea s e ,  3 2 3  1 .  7 . 1 958 $80 . 7S per annum 
9 9  year s 

K . H . D .  Hay Crown lea s e ,  1 8 6  1 . 7 . 1 95 9  $46 . 40 p er annum 
99 year s w 0 

H . M .  Davies  Tran s fer of lease 3 23 28 . 5  . 1 9 60 $80 . 75 per annum 1-1 



Name of l and and 
registration no . 

Ilu Farm 
( LR 289 ) 

Muv ia 
( LR 3 94 )  

Na l imb iu 
( LR 302)  

T it l e  holder 

BS IP Government 

R . A .  D ethr idge 

K . H . D .  Hay 

Burns Philp  
& C o . 

S o l omon I s l ands 
D evel opment 
C ompany ( S IDC ) 

S IDC 

Appendix B ( cont inued ) 

Nature o f  
trans act ion 

Nat ive lease , 
99 year s 

Sub-lease , 
9 9  year s 

Trans fer o f  
lease , 9 9  year s 

Occupat ion 
l icence , 9 9 9  
year s 

Occupat ion 
l icence , 9 9 9  
year s 

Occupat ion 
l i cence , 9 9 9  
year s  

Acreage Date 

1 63 1 . 1 . 1 95 5  

1 6 3  1 . 5 . 1 9 5 7  

1 63 3 . 1 2 . 1 9 5 9  

9 , 6 60 1 908 

9 , 6 60 1 908 

1 , 50 2  1 918  

C o st or rent al 

$ 1 6 . 30 for fir st 1 1  year s , 
$ 97 . 80 for second 1 1  year s ,  
$ 1 14 . 10 f or third 1 1  year s , 
then r ea s s e s sment 

$ 8 1 . 50 per annum for f i r s t  1 1  ye ar s , 
then rea s s e s sment 

$ 8 1 . 50 per annum for first  11 ye ar s , 
then reas s e s sment 

n . a .  

Ins trument o f  occupation actual l y  
made on 2 9  January 1 9 18 . Rental 
1 908-3 6 ,  £ 44 per annum 
1 93 7-2005 , £ 55 per annum , 
2006 - 2 1 04 , £ 95 per annum 
2 1 0 5 - , £ 105  per annum 

1 9 18 , £0 . 1 7 . 0  per annum 
1 9 1 9 -2 5 , £ 3 .  8 . 0  per annum 
1 92 6 -45 , £ 6 . 1 6 . 0  per annum 
1 946-20 1 4 ,  £ 8 . 10 . 0  per annum 
20 1 5 - 2 1 1 3 , £ 14 . 14 . 0  per annum 
21 14- , £23 . 4 . 0  per annum 

w 0 N 



Muv ia and Nal imb iu 
( LR 3 94 and 302 )  

Muvia West and 
Nal irob iu 
( LR 3 9 4  and 3 0 2 )  

Muv ia East 
( LR 394)  

Okea 
( LR 1 9 2-006-1 / 1 )  

Tetere Beach ( a) 
( LR 1. 7 2 )  

( LR 1 96 )  ( b )  

Tetere Plantat i on 
(LR 394/ 1 )  

(LR 394/ 1 )  

BSIP Government 

Nat ive cu stomary 
l and 

BSIP Government 

BSIP Government 

F .W .  Badar t  

Quan Hong 

BSIP Government 

S IDC 

BS IP G overnment 

Mal ayta C ompany 

BS I Trading 

S IDC 

BS IP Government 

K . H . D . Hay 

Pur chased 

Transfer of 
t it l e  

Lease , 9 9  year s 

Purchased from 
S IDC 

Lease , 9 9  year s 

Tran s fer of l ease 

Lease , 9 9  year s 

Pur chased 

Pur chased 

Purchased 

Purchased 

Part o f  Muvia 

Pur chased 

Leas e , 99 year s 

1 1 , 1 62 

7 , 3 1 2  

7 , 3 1 2  

3 , 850 

146 

146 

2 , 0 7 9  

2 

2 

1 

1 

340 

340 

340 

20 . 5 . 1 948 

1 964 

1 9 64 

20 . 5 . 1 948 

1 . 1 . 1 959  

20 . 1 1 . 1 9 62 

1 9 64 

n . a .  

20 . 5 . 1 948 

n . a .  

1 0 . 4 . 1 958 

1 908 

1 948 

17 . 1 . 1 955 

$ 10 , 000 

n . a .  

22c  per acre per annum 

As par t  o f  Muvia We st and Na l imb iu 

$ 3 6 . 50 per annum for 33 year s ,  t hen 
reas s e s sment 

Paid $800 to Badart 

22c p er acre per annum 

n . a .  

W ith Muvi a  e st a t e  

n . a .  

n . a .  

Part o f  Muvi a  l and 

Part of Muvi a  l and 

25c  per acre per annum for 3 3  ye ar s ,  
then reas se s sment 

w 0 w 



Name of l and and 
regi strat ion no . 

Gavaga 
( LR 2 1 9 )  

Berande 
( LR 1 66 )  

T i t l e  holder 

BSIP Government 

S IDC 

BS IP G overnment 

K .H .D . Hay 

O scar Svenson 

George D arbyshire 

Darby shire & 
Hard ing 

B .  Lane 

J .  S char f f  

S IDC 

J . C . C . Will i amson 

J . C . C .  W i l l iamson 

Appendix B ( cont inued ) 

Nature o f  
Acreage 

transact ion 

Purcha sed 3 , 860 

Occupat ion 3 , 8 60 
l icence , 9 9 9  
year s 

Reverted t o  Re surveyed , 
Crown found to 

cont ain 
4 , 05 5  acr e s  

Lease , 9 9  year s  2 , 53 0  

Pur chased 2 , 446 

Pur chased 2 , 446 

Par tner ship 2 , 446 

Tru stee for 2 , 446 
partnership 

Trustee for 2 , 446 
partner ship 

Pur chase 2 , 446 

Pr ivate lease 2 , 446 

Pur chase 2 , .446 

Date 

1 9 1 2 - 1 6  

From 1 Jan-
uary 1 9 18 

1 948 

1 . 1 . 1 956  

2 6 . 1 2 . 1 902 

l . 1 2 . 1 9a3 

21 . l l . 1 9 a4 

l l . l . 1 9 a5 

1 9 . 2 . 1 9a 9  

16 . 4 . 1 9a9 

1 .  7 . 1 946 

2 7 . 9 . 1951  

C ost or  r enta l  

£361  

1 9 18 , £ 2 .  5 . 0  per annum 
1919-25 , £ 9 .  0 . 0  per annum 
1 926-45 , £ 1 8 . a . a  p er annum 
1 946-2a l4 , £ 2 2 . la . a  per annum 
2015-21 1 3 , £ 38 . 18 . 0  per annum 
2 1 14 - '  £ 6 1 . 8 . 0  per annum 

n . a .  

25� per acre per annum 

3 , 000 p orpoise t ee th , 5 cases 
t obacco each o f  200 l b , cal i co , 
p ipes  and mat che s  valued at £ 5  

£400 

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a . 

£ 5 , 55 0  

$ 8 a O  per annum 

$ 1 2 , aoo 

VJ 0 +--



Bebe SDA Mi s si on Nat ive lease for 2 1 . 1 . 1 951  $3 . 3 3 per annum 
(LR 467 ) 20 year s al tered 

t o  10  year s from 
1 . 1 . 1 9 60 

Laso , Tadhimboko Bay Melane s ian N at ive lease , 1 1 . 7 . 1 950 $ 1 . 1 1 t o  20th year , then $4 . 44 p er 
(LR 4 1 3 )  M i s s i on 99 year s surrendered annum 

1 4 . 9 . 1 95 9  

Taganaga A . A . F i tzgerald Pur chased 3 24 . 10 . 1 91 0  £ 1 0  
( LR 1 0 7 ) S . C .  A shley Purchas ed 3 7 . 9 . 1 9 1 6  £40 

RC Mi s s ion Pur chased 3 8 . 8 . 1 9 2 2  n . a .  

Vono , Tadhimboko BSIP Government Purchased 1 , 000 3 . 7 . 1 9 20 £ 100 
( LR 228/R) 

A . M .  Ander son Lease , 99 year s 1 , 000 1 9 20 ( a) 98 2 acr e s , 3d per acre for f ir st 
10 year s ,  3 / - per acre l l th t o  
20th year , 6 / - per acre 2 l s t  t o  
3 3 r d  year , then reas s e s sment 

( b )  18 acr e s , 6 / - per acre for f ir s t  
33 year s ,  then r ea s s e s sment 

Rere Plant at i on Trans fer o f  1 , 000 24 . 4 . 1 9 3 1  P a i d  $ 1 , 200 t o  A . M .  Ander son 
Ltd lease 

Burns Philp ( SS )  Trans fer of  1 , 00 0  25 . 8 . 1 933 Purchased lease for $ 20 , 000 
C o .  Ltd lease 

BSIP Government Rever s ion o f  1 , 000 2 . 1 .  1 93 5  n . a . 
lease 

N at ive owner s  Trans ferred 1 , 000 1 9 64 $ 10 
by Crown 

·J..;:l 0 
Aro Aro BS IP Government Pur chased 35 8 . 9 . 1 9 14 £30 lJl 
( LR 2 28 / 1 )  



Appendix B ( cont inued )  

Name of  l and and T i t l e  holder Nature o f  Acreage 
registrat i on no . transact i on 

Tai vu Os car Svenson Purchased 1 9  
( LR 9 2 )  

LPPL Purchased 1 9  

C orry & S ti r l ing Lease , 10 year s 1 9  

LPPL Rever sion o f  1 9  
lease 

Benuta BS IP Government Purchased 300 
( LR 2 3 1 )  

B ou cher Brother s Lease , 9 9  year s 300 

S . C .  Ashley Trans fer o f  300 
lease 

RC Mi ss ion Trans fer of 300 
l ease 

Tabunimane A . L . Kam Nat ive lease , 0 . 5  
( LR 445 )  5 0  year s 

Date 

1 . 1 2 . 1 905 

3 . 2 . 1 907  

1 .  7 . 1 920 

1 9 . 1 2 . 1 9 2 9  

2 5 . 1 1 . 1 9 1 2  

2 9 . 1 . 1 9 1 3  

9 . 9 . 1 9 1 6  

18 . 7 . 1 923  

1 . 7 . 1 93 9 ,  
cance l l ed 
1 . 7 . 1 9 5 2  

Cost  o r  rental 

£40 

With o ther e s t at e s  

£ 7 2  per annum 

n . a . 

£50 

3d per acre per annum lst 5 year s ,  
6 d  per acre 2nd 5 year s ,  
1 / - per acre l l th t o  20th year , 
6 / - per acre 2 l s t  to 3 3 rd year , 
5% of unimproved cap i t al value 
of the l and 34th to 99th year 

Paid £ 100 for the trans fer o f  l e ase 

Paid £400 for the tran s fer o f  l e ase 

$7 per annum t o  20th year , then 
reas s e s sment 

w 0 0\ 



Ruavatu ( a) 
( LR 1 1 3 )  

Ruavatu ( b )  
( LR 1 0 6 )  

Ruavatu ( c )  
( LR 105 ) 

Ruavatu ( d )  
( LR 90 ) 

Vulu 
( LR 3 6 2 )  

W .R .  Boucher 

S . C .  Ashley 

RC Mis s ion 

Mal ayta C o . 

RC Mis s ion 

RC Mis s ion 

LPPL 

BSIP Government 

R . A .  S t ir l ing 

LPPL 

Purchased 

Pur chased 

Purchased 

Pur chased 

Pur chased 

Pur chased 

Purchased 

Pur chased 

Lease , 99 year s 

Tran s fer o f  
lease 

13  1 7 . 3 . 1 9 1 1  

1 3  8 . 8 . 1 922  

13  18 . 7 . 1923  

--

1 .  75  5 . 3 . 1 9 1 2  

1 .  7 5  4 . 5 . 1 9 23 

1 3 6  21 . 10 . 1 9 1 1  

98 2 5 . 4 . 1907  

216  1 . 7 . 1 9 1 9  

2 1 6  6 . 10 . 1927  

216  1 . 6 . 1 931  

£25  

n . a .  

With Benut a land 

£10  

f.50  

f.50  

1 0 , 000 porpoise t eeth , 1 0  cases o f  
tob acco 

f.40 

3d per acre lst 5 year s ,  
6 d  per acre 2nd 5 year s , 
1 / - per acre l l th-33rd year , 
2 / - per acre 34th-66th year , 
3 / - per acre 6 7 th-99th year 

Paid $4 , 4 9 2 . 5 9 for res idue o f  
lease . Reasses sed a t  $43 . 20 per 
annum for 33 year s with e f fect 
from 1 . 7 . 1 9 5 2  

S ource s :  BSIP D epartment of  Lands and Surveys ( n . d . ) ,  �and Register s ;  ( a) C onveyances t o  Crown , ( b )  Conveyances t o  othe r  
than Crown . 

w 0 '1 



Append ix C 

The o f fer of a loan to the 
Gaubata Deve lopment S ociety 

Mr S amue l  S aki of Ko l i  
Mr Amani Waqa of  G ilutae 
Mr Or i s i Vakaot i o f  Roroni 
Mr Epi Ratudara of Papagu 
Mr Ap i sai Ratu of Nal imera 
Mr Leone S evusevudredre o f  Tumurora 

cl - Agri cu l tural O f fi cer , Central S ol omons , 
HONIARA 

Dear S ir s , 

9 May 1 966 

I am d i re ct ed by the Board t o  refer to  your appl icat i on for a loan of 
$ 1 , 500 t o  a s s i s t  the Gaubat a  D evel opment S oc iety to pur chase a tractor and 
trailer . The Board cons idered th i s  appl icat ion at a re cent me et ing , and I 
am pleased to inform you that it is prepared to o f fer a loan on the follow­
ing t erms : 

1 )  The loan will be for $ 1 , 500 and wil l be used t o  
ass i st with the purcha se o f  a new tractor and 
trailer and for no other purpose  what soever . 

2 )  The loan wi l l  bear interest  at the rate of 7 
per cent per annum , reducible t o  5 per cent i f  
a l l  commitment s are met within 1 4  day s of due 
date s , payab l e  half yearly , to commence s ix 
months after date of advance . 

3 )  The l oan will be r epayable by monthly instalment s 
of $ 70 ,  to commence three months after the date o f  
advance o f  t he l oan , the final payment b eing $ 1 00 ,  
giv ing a t erm o f  two year s . 

4 )  That you will give a stamped and regi ster ed B i l l  o f  
S ale over the tractor and trailer t o  be purchased as  
secur ity for the loan .  I n  thi s regar d , i t  i s  noted 
that there are about 145 peop l e  involved in the 
venture , and it wi l l  be nece s sary for all  of these 
people t o  a s s i gn the ir interests  t o  the s ix persons 
t o  whom thi s  letter i s  addres sed , for the purpose 
of execut ing a Bill  o f  S al e  and ob t aining the l oan . 
A form o f  a s s i gnment has been forwarded t o  the 
Agr icul tural Officer , Central , wi th a c opy of  thi s 
letter , so that he may deal with it . 

5 )  The tractor and trailer are to be insured for the 
total amount of the loan from t ime to t ime out ­
s t and ing , i n  the name s o f  the b orrower s  and the 
Boar d for the ir respective r ight s  and interest s .  

308 



Appendix C ( continued ) 

I should be grate ful to know i f  a l oan on the terms out l ined above i s  
acceptable t o  you , and i f  s o , I shal l r equire t o  have ful l  det ai l s  o f  the 
t ractor and trailer for inclusion in the B i l l  of  S al e ,  i . e .  registered 
numbe r s , engine and chas s i s  number of  the tr actor , make and model , et c .  

Upon approval o f  the loan ,  a Procurat ion Fee o f  $ 1 5  i s  payable and I 
should be grat e ful to receive thi s  amount in due cour se . 

Yours faithful ly , 
Agr icultural and Industrial  Loans Boar d  

c . c .  D . C .  C entral 
A . O .  Central - encl . 

Mr S amue l  S ak i  
M r  Or i s i  Vakaot i  o f  Roroni 
Mr I soa Vuce of Kokomu 
Mr Vonivate Vu iyasawa o f  Roroni 
Mr Lagi Nabaro of S opaper a 
Mr Amani Waqa of G i lutae 
Mr Poasa Q al o  
M r  Peni Kua o f  Bebe 
Mr L i t a  D ovo of Tumurora 
Mr J osua Jaqa l i  of Gaimal i 
Mr Lagisoa Deladelamas i  o f  Tat au 

c l - Agr i cul tur al O f f i cer , Central 

Dear S ir s , 

( sgd ) for S e cretary 

4 July 1 96 6  

30 9 

I am directed by the B oard to r e fer t o  a letter rece ived fr om the 
Agr i cu ltur al Offi cer , C entral , on y our b ehal f ,  dated 8 June , in whi ch the 
Board ' s  permis s ion is s ought for approval of a l oan o ffer of $ 1 , 500 , t o  
a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  purchase o f  a tractor and trailer , made t o  Me s sr s  S amuel 
S aki , Amani Waqa , Or i s i  Vakaot i ,  Ep i Ratudara ,  Ap isai  Ratu and Leone 
S evu sevudredre represent ing the Gaubata D evelopment S ociety be tran s ferred 
to your s e lv e s  as r epr e sentative s of  the Gaubata D evel opment S oci ety . 

I am t o  s ay that the Board i s  wil l i ng to make the loan of fer on the s ame 
terms and cond i t i on s  as set out in my l e tt er of the 9 May , that i s : 

1 )  The l oan wi l l  be for $ 1 , 500 and will  be used to a s s i s t  with 
the purchas e  o f  a new t ractor and trailer and for no other 
purpo s e  what s oever . 



3 1 0  

2 )  The l oan will bear intere s t  a t  the rate o f  7 per cent 
per annum , r edu cible t o  5 per cent if all commitmen t s  
ar e me t within 14 days of due date s ,  p ayable  hal f 
yearly , to commence s ix month s aft er date of advance . 

3 )  The l oan will be repayab le by monthly inst alment s o f  
$ 70 ,  t o  connnence three months a ft er the date o f  advance 
of the l oan , the f inal payment being $ 100 , giving a 
t erm of two year s . 

4 )  That you wi l l  give a s t amped and registered B i l l  of  
Sale over the tractor and trailer t o  be pur chased as  
secur ity for the loan . In thi s  r egard , it i s  not ed 
that there ar e about 145 people involved in the 
venture , and i t  wi l l  b e  nece s s ary for all o f  the se 
people t o  a s s i gn their int erest' s  t o  the eleven peop l e  
to whom thi s let t er i s  addr e s s e d ,  for the purpose 
o f  execut ing a Bill  o f  S al e  and obtaining the loan . 
A form of a s s i grnnent has been forwarded t o  the Agr i ­
cul tural Of f icer , C entra l ,  with a copy of  thi s  letter , 
so tha t  he may deal with i t . 

5 )  The tractor and trailer are to be insured for the 
total amount of  the l oan from t ime to t ime out st and ing , 
in th e names o f  the borrower s  and the Board for their 
r e spec t ive intere st s .  

I should b e  grate ful t o  know i f  a l oan on t he t erms outl ined above i s  
acceptable t o  you , and i f  so , I shal l require t o  have ful l  deta i l s  o f  the 
tractor and trailer for inclus ion in the B i l l  of S ale , i . e .  regi s t er ed 
numb er s ,  engine and cha s s i s  number of the tractor , make and model e t c .  

The loan of fer made t o  the per sons ment ioned at paragraph 1 above as 
repre s ent ing the Gaubat a  D evel opment S o c ie ty , is withdrawn . 

Upon approval o f  the loan ,  a Procur at i on Fee of $ 15 is p ayable , and I 
should be grate ful to re ceive this amount at your early convenience . 

Your s fai thful l y >  
Agr icul tural a nd Industrial Loans Board 
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Coconut plant ing , Tadhimboko : acre ­
a g e  accor ding t o  vil lage , 1 69 , 
2 7 2 ;  lab our us e d ,  1 71 , 1 7 3 , 1 76 ,  
1 7 7 ;  l ocat i on of  grove s ,  1 7 7 ;  
pos t -war , 1 66 ,  1 68 ,  1 7 6 ,  1 7 7 ,  
2 7 1 ; pre-war , 1 ,  1 65 - 6 , 2 70-1 ; 
restricted by l and alienat i on ,  1 7 7 ;  
wi thin c ontext o f  vil lage sub s i s ­
tence agr icul ture , 1 4 7 , 1 69 - 74 ,  
1 75 - 6  

Colonial S ugar Re fining Company , 1 30n 
C onnnonweal th Devel opment and Wel fare 

funds , 1 1 , 4 2 , 54 , 1 5 0 ,  1 94 
C onnnonwealth Devel opment C orporation 

experiment s :  oil  palm , 14 , 1 29n , 
25 3 ;  r ice , 1 3 ,  25 3 ;  soya beans , 14, 
3 2 0 ; wage empl oyment , 3 2 0  

C onnnunal gar dens :  Gaubata Devel op­
ment S oc iety , 241 , 245 , 248n , 249 ; 
Mar ching Rule , 5 0 ,  5 1 , 1 3 9  

Construc t i on mater i al s , 7 6  
C onsump t i on goods , e xpendi tur e  on , 

1 9 2  

C ontact hi stor y :  Guadal canal , 28-9 ; 
Solomons , 7-8 

C o-operat ive s : background t o , 2 2 5 - 6 ; 
c ocoa proce s s ing , 20 7 ;  marke t ing , 
2 75 ; Tadhimboko att itude t o ,  2 2 6 , 
2 74 ;  We stern Solomons , 206- 7 , see 
also Depar tment of Co- operat ive-­
S oc i e t ie s , Kal i t onia C o- operat ive 
Society 

C opra : a s  expor t , 1 1 , 40 , 1 65 ;  expor t 
dut ie s ,  1 1 , 40 , 4 3 , 1 65n;  income 
accor ding t o  vill age , 188 , 20 7-8 ; 
labour , 1 9 2 ; popular ity compared 
with c ocoa , 2 08 

C opra B oard :  funct i on t o  stab i l i se 
pr ices , 14 , 186n ,  2 7 1 ; marke t ing , 
1 84 , 186n ;  pr ices , 1 84n , 1 8 6  

C opra market ing : Chinese , 184 , 185 , 
229 ; C opra Boar d ,  1 84 , 1 8 6n ;  C opra 
Boar d  agent s ,  1 84 ; frei ght cost s , 
184 , 185 ; Gaubata Devel opment 
Societ y ,  248 ; Kal it onia Co-opera­
t ive S ociety , 2 2 9 , 2 30 , 2 3 3 ;  
Melane s ian , 185 ; Saki , 185 , 2 3 6 , 
2 38 

C opra pr ice : int er-war , 40 , 4 2 , 4 3 , 
25 1 ;  pos t-war , 14 1 68 ,  1 8 6 , 2 7 1 ; 
stab i l isat i on ,  14 , 1 86n , 2 71 , 284 

C opra product i on : and weather , 2 1 ; 
Guadal canal Plains , 1 5 ; impact of 
war on , 9 ,  40 ; Melane s ian , 14 , 
4 1 ; post-war , 51 - 2 ; total , 14 ; 
see al s o  C opra pr odu ct i on ,  Tadhim­
b oko 

C opra pr oduc t i on , Tadh imb oko : 
accor ding t o  village , 181 ; e ffect 
o f  fragmented bl ocks on , 1 84 ;  
organi sat i on o f  l ab our , 1 8 2 - 3 ; 
qua l i t y ,  1 8 1 , 1 8 2 ; r i ghts  t o  
mamata coconut s ,  1 8 3 ; t otal , 1 79 ;  
yiel d per acre , 1 79 

Cre di t : government attitude t o ,  284 ; 
Kal i t onia Co-operat ive Society , 2 3 2 ; 
tra de s t ores , 224 

Cyc l ones , 21  

Dakai , coconut plant ing , 1 74 ,  1 75 
Dal a (Mala i ta ) , cocoa exper imental 

stat ion ,  1 94n 
Deaths : ceremonie s surrounding , 9 3 ; 

l and trans fer fol l owing , 1 0 0 ;  
see al s o  A doption ( seka) 

d ' Entrecasteaux , J .A .--;--:r­
Depar tment of Agr icul ture : a t t itude 

to Gaubata Devel opment S ociety , 
246 ;  headquar ters at I l u ,  5 3-4 ; 
pas ture gras s  exper iment s ,  2 1 6n ;  
r ice trial s , 2 5 3-4 , 254 ; role  in 
c ocoa devel opment 1 9 3 -4 , 1 9 6 , 
202 , 206 , 2 0 7  2 08n ; 



Agri cultural extens ion work ;  I lu 
Farm , of Department o f  Agr icultur e ;  
Kukum agr icul tural station 

Department o f  C o-operat ive S oc ie t ie s  
(Co -operat ive Devel opment ) ,  225 ; 
attitude to Gaubat a Deve lopment 
S oc iety ,  246 - 7 ; launch , 185 , 2 2 9  

Depr e s s ion , 1 930s , e ffect o n  cash 
cr op s , 9 ,  40 , 4 2 , 44 

Dethr idge , A . R . : lease on I lu Farm , 
58 ; Tenavatu tradestor e ,  254 ; wage 
employment , 254 

Devel opment plan s , 1 1 -1 2  
D i s cr iminat ion , raci al , 2 5 7  
D i spute - set t l ement , 9 2 ; r o l e  of b i g -

man , 88 ; s e e  also  l and di spute s  
D i strict headman : role , 3 ,  83 , 1 21 , 

1 68 ; salary , 1 7 3n ; Vouza a s , 90 , 
1 7 1  

D i str i ct Team ,  2 9 2  
D iver s i fi cat i on o f  economy , role o f  

cocoa in , 1 3 , 1 9 3 , 2 7 7  
D iv i s i on o f  l ab our : l imited economi c ,  

284 ; sexual , 141 
Dual economie s ,  theory of,  2 ,  285-6 

East Guadal canal , 1 20 
E conomic development : early barr ier s 

t o ,  8 - 9 ; way s of encouraging , 283 
E ducat i on , 9, 6 3 -4 
Exogamy , 8 6 ;  impact o f  Western con ­

cep t s  on , 8 6  
Expatr iate wor k-pl aces , 2 6 7 -8 ;  

Tadhimboko attitude t o , 2 68 ; see 
al so C ommonweal th Devel opment--c;;r ­
poration exper iment s ,  Dethr i dge , 
A . R . , Guadalcanal Plain s  Ltd , Hing 
Mar , Ilu Farm , S o l omon I s l ands 
T imber C o . ,  Tetere Lepro sar ium 

E xpendi ture , o f  c opra income s , 188 

Fal l ow per iod : e ffect on coconut 
plant s ,  1 7 7 ; length , 2 2 ,  148 

Fea s t s , 9 3 ; modern , 14 1;  trad i t ional , 
8 7 , 141 ; see a l so B irths , Deaths , 
Marri age , Tenahulu vi l l age feast 

Fencing: o f  gardens , 1 3 5 ; sub s idy for 
ca tt l e ,  2 1 0 , 2 1 6 ,  2 1 7 , 290 

Fert i l ity r ate s ,  65  
Fieldwor k ,  3 -4 
Fij i ,  2 1 ; Admini strat ion , 1 69n , 293 ; 

convent ions for names u sed in t ext , 
3n ; demoral i s ing e ffect s of rent 
money , 28 9 ;  income per cap ita in 
par t s  of , 280 ; lab our recruitment 
fr om S o l omons t o ,  1 ,  8 ,  28 - 9 , 34 , 
1 66 ,  2 1 8 , 250 ; Prov incial C ounc i l s ,  
2 9 2 ;  sub sidy s cheme t o  encourage 
coconu t maintenance , 1 7 9  

F inanc� shortage o f ,  1 2 , 14 
F i sh ing, 66 
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Fit z geral d ,  A . A . , l and holdings , 3 9  
F l ood s ,  1 7 6 ;  1 9 65 , 268 , 270 ; 1 96 6 , 

1 7 9n , 248 , 24 9 ,  264 , 270 
Food crops , sub s i st ence : according 

to vil l age , 143 ; and soi l s , 146 ; 
cropping cycle , 147 ; intercu l t i ­
vat ion , 14 7 ;  l and under , 143 ; 
l evel o f  productiv ity , 14 7 -8 ; 
type s , 143-6 ; see al so Land , 
cl earing ; Panna cul t ivat ion ;  
Sweet potat o ;  T aro cult ivat ion ; 
Uvi cul t ivat i on 

F orastero-type cocoa , 1 94n 
Forei gn investment : complementary 

nature o f ,  286 ;  government att i ­
tude to , 288 

Forest l and , 2 2 , 25 ; favoured for 
gardens , 74 , 1 2 3 , 1 2 9 , 1 34 , 147 ; 
favoured for res idence , 6 6 , 70 , 
74 , 1 2 3 ; impor t ance to Tadhimboko , 
28 9 ;  su itabil ity for coconu t s , 3 6  

Fre ight rate s :  Gaub ata Development 
S oc iety ' s  tractor -trailer , 24 7 ;  
Gaubata Deve lopment S oc iety and 
Chine se operators compared , 24 9 ;  
S aki ' s  launch , 2 38 

Freight sub sidy s cheme , 210n , 2 1 7 

Gaimali  vil l age , 95 ; age structure , 
70 ; chur ch , 7 6 ;  coconut p l ant ing , 
1 6 9 ;  emigr at i on ,  7 1 , 1 6 9 ;  fal l ow 
per iod , 148 ; garden s i t e s , 1 30 ; 
l and allocat i on , 1 1 3 ; l and under 
food crops , 143 ; popu lat i on 
dens ity , 70 ; proposed for co­
oper at ive , 2 25 ;  receipt of  rent 
money , 2 70 ;  see al s o  Gilutae­
Gaimali  

Ganongga , 1 78 
Gar den site s , choice o f ,  1 28 -1 3 0 , 

134 
Gaubata Development S oc iety ( GDS ) ,  

1 76 ,  2 30 , 2 3 1 ; ' communal ' gardens , 
241 ;  cul t ivat i on of crop s , 146n ; 
f inancial arrangement s ,  24 9 ;  
government attitude s to , 244 , 246 -� 
249n ; opp o s i t i on t o ,  244 -5 ; or igins , 
23 9 ;  pro spe ct s ,  248 -9 , 2 74 ;  re­
organisat i on o f  commi ttee , 242 , 244, 
245 -6 ; S aki ' s  l eader ship o f , 23 9 ,  
241 ,  24 2 ,  244 -5 ;  supply o f  produce 
t o  Honi ara market , 249n ; tractor ­
trailer , 241 , 244 , 245 , 24 7 -8 , 249n 

Gavaga : l and alienat i on ,  34 , 3 6 ;  r i ce ,  
2 5 3  

Gavutu , 8 
Geo1ogy , 6 ,  10  
Ghola ( cas sava ) ,  95  
G i lb ert and E l l i ce I s l and s , 9n , 21 
Gilutae v i l l age : age structur e ,  70 ; 

estab l i shment , 74 , 7 9 ;  fal l ow 
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per iod , 148 ; garden s ites , 1 30 ; 
land allocation , 1 1 2 ;  l and rent s ,  
2 70 ; land under food crop s , 143 ; 
Malaitans in , 1 1 7 ; par t i c ipat ion 
in Kal it onia Co-operat ive S o ciety , 
2 2 7 ; populat ion dens i t y ,  70 ; see 
also Gilutae -Gaimali  

---

Gilutae -Gaimal i :  Gaubata Devel opment 
S o c ie ty act ivi t i e s , 23 9 ,  242 ;  
income from market sal e s , 1 5 7 ;  
supply o f  produce t o  Honiar a  marke t , 
150 ; sweet potato cul t ivat ion , 143 

G i z o : as copra -buy ing centre , 1 84n ; 
pre -war poll tax ,  2 5 ln 

Gold Ridge , 10 
Gorabau v i l l age : age structure , 70 ; 

att itude t o  Gaubata Deve lopment 
Society , 2 3 9n ,  248 ; chur ch , 7 6 ;  
cocoa product i on ,  1 9 9 ;  coconut 
plant ing , 7 6 , 1 13 , 1 6 9 ; copra in­
come , 188 , 2 24 ,  2 7 1 , 2 7 2 ;  copra 
producer s '  employment of labour , 
266 ; copra product ion , 1 8 1 ; copra 
sale s ,  188 ; e s t ab l i shment , 73 , 7 9 ;  
expend iture o f  copra income , 1 92 ;  
fal l ow per iod , 148 ; garden s it e s , 
130 ; Honiara market sale s , 1 5 1 , 181, 
2 7 6 -7 ; l and under food crop s ,  143 ; 
no . o f  p i gs , 149 ; population den­
s ity , 70 ; s ource s of income sum­
mar i sed , 2 7 8 ; taro cul t ivat i on , 14� 
trade stores , 2 1 8 - 9 , 235  

Government : attitude t o  p r ivate 
enterpr i se ,  286 ; financial a s s i s ­
tance t o  Tadhimb oko , 1 7 7 ;  r o l e  i n  
l and al i enat ion , 3 1 -4 ;  v iew o f  own 
r ole , 286 ; view o f  development in 
Guadal canal Plains , 287 -8 

Grass land , 2 2 ;  avo ided as pl ace of  
res idence , 6 6 , 70 , 74 , 1 23 ;  coco ­
nut plant ing on , 36 ; soil s ,  146 ; 
use s ,  2 8 9  

Greene , H . , 1 93n 
Ground nut s ,  44 
Guadal canal : environment , 1 5 ; 

l o cat ion , 1 5 ;  popu lat i on ,  7 ,  1 5 ; 
pre -war poll  tax , 2 5 ln ;  s i ze , 6n ; 
soil s ,  10  

Guadal canal Local Government C ouncil , 
2 ,  90 , 9 1 , 1 7 6 , 1 78n , 244 ; at t itude 
t o  economic deve lopment , 1 69n ; 
at t itude to l and matters , 1 2 1 ; 
e st ab l i shment , 90 ; hawker l icence 
fee , 2 1 9n ;  head t ax ,  1 68 ; s tore 
l icence fee , 2 1 9n ;  Tadhimboko 
at t i tude t o ,  2 2 7 ; work-day s ,  1 68 

Guadal canal P l ains : agr i cultur e , 2 1 - 2 , 
2 7 ;  c l imat e , 1 9 -20 , 2 1 ; con tact 
h i story , 28 - 9 ;  geology , 1 6 ;  govern­
ment view o f  deve lopment , 28 7 -8 ;  
l and forms , 18 ; l ocat i on ,  1 6 ;  popu -

lat i on , 5 9 -6 2 ; popu lat i on density , 
70 ; populat i on distr ibut i on ,  6 6 ;  
s o il s , 25 ; Tadhimboko view o f  
devel opment , 28 9 -91; vegetat ion , 2 2  

Guadal canal Plains L t d  ( GPL ) :  cat t l e , 
209 , 210n , 254 ; cocoa produ c t i on ,  
Tetere , 1 9 6n ,  202 ; e stabl i shment , 
2 5 3 ; exper iment s with pasture 
spe c ie s , 2 1 6n ;  inadequate hou s ing 
programme , 260 ; r ice , 1 3 , 2 7 , 
2 5 3 -4 ;  soya beans , 2 7 ; wage employ­
ment , 2 2 2 , 2 24 ,  254 

Hamlet s ,  75  
Head tax ,  1 68 ,  2 6 7  
Heal th services , impact o n  populat i on 

trends , 6 2  
H iggin s , B . , 28 5 ,  2 8 6  
H i gh C ommi s s i one r , Western Pac i f i c  

High C ommi s s ion , 29 ; r o l e  i n  land 
alienat ion , 3 1  

H ing Mar , 253 ; copra pur chase , 1 7 9 ,  
184n , 185 -7 , 1 88 , 208 , 2 20n ; 
Gaubata Development S oc i ety com­
pet i t ion pos s ib l e ,  249 ;  store 
supp l ier , 1 8 ln , 188 , 220 ; t rade ­
stor e , 1 8 6 , 188 , 1 9 2 ; transpor t , 
1 88 , 1 9 2 , 2 20n ; wage empl oyment , 
253  

Honiara , 9 ,  65 ; as cap ital , 1 ,  2 6 7 , 
280 ; as copra-buying centr e > 1 84n ; 
impact of impr oved acce s s  t o , 1 68 , 
2 3 1 , 23 2 ,  2 74, 2 7 5 , 2 7 6 - 7 ' 2 7 8 , 
280 ; populat i on growth ,  280 ; r ain­
fal l ,  1 8 , 21 

Honiara C entral Ho spital , 62 
Honiara market : ab sence of middl e ­

men , 2 7 5 -6 ;  as income s ource , 141 , 
1 5 7 , 1 6 1 , 2 75 ,  2 7 6 ;  establ i shment , 
5 3 , 5 7 , 1 50 -1 ; frequency of occur­
r ence , 15ln ; product ion of  food 
crops for , 13 7 ,  1 68 ;  supply of 
produce according to d i s t ance from 
Honiara , 2 78 ;  supply of  pr o duce 
according to vi l l age , 95 , 1 5 1 ,  1 5 2 , 
2 7 6 - 7 ; transpor t t o ,  1 6 2 , 1 64 ;  
types o f  produce o ffered , 143 , 1 5 5 , 
1 5 7 , 1 7 9n ;  var iat i on s  in supply , 
154 , 1 5 5  

Honiar a  Town C ouncil , 1 5 0n 
Hospital s ,  45 ; increas ing no . o f  

b ir ths at , 6 2n 
Hot air dr i er s ,  188 , 1 9 2 ; see al so 

Kukum dr ier s 
Hou seholds : no . in vil lage , 7 5 ; s i ze , 

7 5  
House s : buil ding , 93 ; l ayout , 7 6 ;  

provided b y  expatriate enterpr i ses , 
2 60 ' 2 68 

Ilu Farm , o f  Amer ican Army : empl oyment 



of Me l ane sian s ,  1 ,  48 , 25 1 ;  impact 
on Mel ane s i ans , 5 1 ; operations , 
48-9 , 5 6  

I lu Farm ,  o f  Department of  Agr i cul ­
ture : as departmental headquart er s ,  
5 3 -4 ;  a s  experimental and demon­
strat ion unit , 54 , 5 5 -7 , 150 , 1 5 1 ; 
catt le , 210 ,  2 l l n ;  lease to pr ivate 
enterpr i s e , 58 ; negotiations over 
l and , 5 5 , 5 7 , 1 2 2 , 2 2 7n ,  270 ; pigs , 
54 , 149 ; r ainfal l ,  2 1 ; wage employ ­
ment , 253 ; wage s ,  25 7 ;  s e e  also  
K . H .D . Hay Pty Ltd 

Ilu p l antat i on ,  36,  45 
I lu r i ce exper iment s ,  see Depar tment 

of Agr icul ture , r i ce
--rrials  

Impr ovement s :  di sputes over , 1 2 1 ; 
r ight s  a s sociated with , 100 , 109-
16 ;  see also  C oconut 

Income per capita , Tadhimb oko , 280 ; 
compared with other Paci fic  
Isl ander s ,  280 ; compared with other 
S ol omon I s l ander s ,  280 

Income sources : according to vil lage , 
2 7 0 - 1 , 2 7 2 ,  2 7 5 , 2 7 6 , 27 7 ,  278 ; 
alternat ive s availab l e ,  2 ,  1 5 7 ,  1 6 1 , 
1 68 ,  2 6 7 -8 ,  2 7 0 - 1 , 2 7 2 -8 ;  influence 
of locati on on , 278 , 280 ; see al so 
C a sh cropping , C at t l e , Honiara mar ­
ket , Pigs , Trade s t or e s , Tran sport 
facil i t ie s ,  Wage empl oyment 

Individual i s a t i on of l and holdings , 
1 1 , 285  

Inher itance : coconut s ,  113-16 , 183n, 272 ; 
karuba, 100-1, 113; patrilineal , 183n , 272 ; 
permanent improvements to land , 100 ; 
traditional matr i l ineal , 272 

Japane se occupat i on ,  World War I I , 
35 ' 45 ' 70 ' 88 

Jap anese War Repar at i on Account , 210n 

Kakalao v i l l age , 7 1  
Kal i t on i a  C o -operat ive S oc iety : a s  

r ival t o  Gaubata Deve lopment S ociety, 
242 , 244 , 245 , 246 ; causes  o f  
failure , 185 , 23 1 -2 ; copra buy ing , 
2 2 9 -30 , 2 3 2 ; e s t ab l i slunent , 185 , 
2 26 ; management ,  2 3 1 ; membership , 
2 26 ,  227 , 2 3 2 ; o f f i cial s ,  227 , 231 ; 
opp o s i t ion to , 2 2 7 ; sale of con­
sumer goods , 2 29 ,  230 , 2 3 1 , 232 ; 
shares , 2 26 

Kar akivo sa , tr ade stor e  at Gorab au , 
1 9 2 , 2 2 2n ,  2 24 ,  235n 

Karekoka , T adhimboko East , 253  
Karuba ( re gener at ing fore s t ) :  clear ­
----rng:- 1 34 ;  r ight s t o ,  100 , 1 0 9 , 

1 1 2 -3 
Kavo Range s ,  15 , 1 8  
Kel ly , T . G . , l and hol dings , 28 , 3 1  
Kema ( kinship group ) ,  84 , 8 6- 7 ;  
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change s in affiliat i on ,  8 5 ; impact 
of Chr ist ianity on , 84-5 ; member s ' 
mutual assistance , 8 5 , 1 3 7 -8 , 1 3 9 -
40 ; spir it s ,  8 6 ;  see also  Mamat a  

Kereura v i l l age , 7 1  _____ ----

Kerevat , cocoa seeds from ,  1 9 3 , 1 94 
K . H . D .  Hay Pty Ltd : col lection of  

s crap met al for , 5 3 , 91 , 25 2 ;  
Mendana Hotel , 2 5 7n ;  operat ion o f  
I lu Farm , 58 , 25 3 ,  2 5 7  

Kobe ( sweet pot ato gardens ) ,  134-5 , 
--r4"7 
Kokomu v i l l age , 74 , 270 
Kokorepa ( ' chie f ' ) ,  31 
Kol i  airfield , 45 , 252 
Kal i  Point : agr i cul ture , 2 7 ;  coconut 

plant ing , 1 6 9 ;  garden s it e s ,  130 ; 
Gaubat a  Development S ociety activ ­
i t ie s , 23 9 ,  241 , 242 , 245 -6 ; land 
under food crops , 143 ; supply of  
produce t o  Honiar a  marke t , 1 5 1 , 

Kol i  v i l l age , 88 , 90-1 , 95 , 21 2 ;  
average gar den acre age per house­
h ol d ,  1 3 7 ;  chur ch , 76 ;  co coa 
p l ant ing , 1 9 9 ; pigs , 149; populat ­
i on increase , 6 2 ;  post -war migration, 
7 1 , 1 6 9  

Kolombangara ,  1 78 
Komidi village , 2 70 ; e s t ab l i slunen t , 

8 1 -2 
Komuavogi vil lage , 1 3 9  
Komule v i l l age , 7 1 , 8 8  
Komunikau vil lage , 70 , 8 2  
Komuporo v i l l age , par t icipati on i n  

Kal i t onia Co -operat ive S o c ie ty , 227 
Komuvaolu vil l age , 254 ; e s t abl i shment , 

63 , 73 ; par t i c ipat ion in Kal i t onia 
C o -operat ive Soc iety , 2 2 7  

Komuv�tha vil lage : abandonment , 7 9 ;  
estab l ishment , 7 1  

Kongga , 247 -8 
Korave , 75 
Koronubu ( F i j i ) , 1 3 0n 
Kukum , rain fal l ,  1 8  
Kukum agr i cu ltural station :  agri cul ­

tur al cour ses , 1 66n ; cat t le , 2 1 0 ; 
cocoa seed p l ot s ,  1 9 3 , 1 94 ;  
d iver s i ficat i on ,  1 5 1 ; e s t ab l i shment , 
58 ; pa sture gras s e s , 210 ; provi s i on 
of cocoa pods , 1 9 7 ; prov i s i on o f  
p ig s , 149 ; veget abl e pr oduc t i on ,  1 5 0, 
2 7 5  

Kukum dr ier s ,  1 8 1 , 1 8 2 ,  1 8 6n ,  20 6 
Kukum plant at i on ,  3 5 , 5 2  
Kulu s chool , 65n 
Kur irara : estab l i shment of yam garden , 

1 39 -41 ; income sour ce s ,  142 ; t ime 
spent in subs i st ence gardening , 142 

Kwong Kwong , 220n 

La Perouse , J . F .  de , 7 
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Labour : cat t l e  enterpr i se , 2 1 2 ,  214 , 
2 1 5 ; copra making , 182-3 , 1 9 2 ; 
dur ing Mar ching Rule , 5 1 ; plantat ­
ion , 43 -4 ,  45 ; s crap -met al col lec­
t ion , 53 ; see al s o  Wage empl oyment 

Lab our contract s :  abo l i t ion,  161 , 
25 2 ;  inter -war , 251 ; p o s t -war , 25 2 

Labour C orp s ,  1 ,  48 , 50 , 7 1 ; wage s ,  
2 5 1  

Labour Ordinance 1 960 , 2 5 7  
Labour recruitment , t o  Queens l and 

and F ij i ,  1 ,  8 ,  28-9 , 34 , 166 , 
2 1 8 , 250 

Labour Regulat i on 1 94 7 , 25 2 
Lab our short age : e ar ly post -war , 50 , 

5 1 ,  2 5 1 ; inter -war , 40 
Land : as p art o f  trad i t i onal bride­

price , 9 2 ,  100 ; cl ear ing , 134 , 1 3 5 ; 
con sciousne s s  of Mel ane s i ans , 2 9 , 
120 , 2 70 ; popu l at ion rat i o ,  1 2 9 ;  
rent s according t o  v i l lage , 2 70 ;  
sale s , 2 70 

Land a l ienat ion , 1 ,  1 0 ,  2 9 ,  31 -4 ,  
70 , 1 20 ,  1 2 9 ;  e f fect on cat t le 
indu s try , 2 1 5 , 2 1 7 ,  2 78 ;  e f fect on 
coconut p l ant ing , 1 75 , 1 7 7 ;  Tadhim­
b oko a t t i tude t o ,  289 ; see al s o  
' Vacant ' land , 'Waste ' land 

Land and T i t l e s  Ord inance 1 95 9 , 1 1 , 
1 2 3  

Land d i spute s ,  7 3 , 74 , 8 1 , 8 2 , 8 3 , 
1 18 ,  1 20 - 2 ; s e t t l ement change a s  
result o f ,  7 5 ;  see also  Ilu Farm ,  
o f  Department of  Agr i culture ; 
Muvia , al ienat ion o f ;  Na l imb iu 
area ; Okea , lease o f  

Land t enure ,  cu s t omary , 8 6 ,  98 -10 1 , 
1 28 ;  and land-u s age right s ,  99 , 
100 , 105 , 1 0 9 -1 1 3 , 1 2 8 , 1 99 ;  
government at t i tude t o ,  10 , 1 1 ;  
impact o f  market gardening on , 2 75 ;  
Me lane sian at t i tude to , 1 1  

Land T r u s t  Board , 1 2 3 -4 
Langa Langa , 9 2  
Lawson , E . V . , 2 92 
Lease s ,  see Land al ienat ion 
Legalau C o-operat ive S o ciety , 2 26 

2 2 7  
Leg i s l a t ive C ounci l ,  90 , 1 78n , 2 9 2  
Lengo ( Tadhimboko l anguage ) ,  4 
Lever s  Pac i f i c  P l antation s  Ltd (I.PPL) : 

as C opr a Boar d  agent , 184n ; cat t l e ,  
40 , 209 , 2 1 0n ; coconut p l antat ions , 
4 ,  1 68 ,  1 74n ; cocnut p l ant ing s , 3 5 ,  
3 6 ,  3 7 , 40 ; copra production ,  44 , 52 
l ab our , 43 ; l and acqu i s i t i ons , 3 3 , 
3 5  

Line I s l and s , 9n 
L ingatu plant a t i on ,  1 74n , 1 7 9n 
Loans : Tadhimboko view o f , 2 90 ;  see 

al s� Agr i cu l tural and Industri-;l" 
Loans Board , Credit 

Local government counc i l s ,  2 9 2 ; 
attitude to l and matt er s ,  1 21 ; see 
al s o  Guadalcanal Local G overnment:" 
�cil 

Longgu , 86n 
Low Ming , 2 20n 
Lunga plantat ion : agr icul tur al 

exper iment s ,  44 ; coconut p l ant ing , 
3 6 ;  copra product ion , 5 2 ,  1 8 ln ;  
rainfa l l , 18 

Lunga Point , 88 

Macdonal d ,  J .  ( trader ) ,  8 
Magic , 8 7 ; see a l s o  S or cery 
Mai ze , 44 , 146n , 147 
Maki l e  village : church , 76;  c oc onut 

p l ant ing , 1 69 ;  fal l ow per iod , 148 ; 
garden s it e s , 130 ; land rent s ,  2 70 ;  
l and u sage , 1 1 2 ; part i cipat ion in 
Ka l it on�a Co -operat ive S o ci ety , 2 27 ;  
p ig s , 14 9 ;  popu l at ion decre a s e , 6 3 , 
169  

Mal ait a :  as s our ce o f  p l antat ion 
l ab our , 44 , 1 96n , 250 , 254 ; cocoa 
product i on ,  1 3 , 1 94 ,  196 , 2 7 7 ; 
coconut p l anting ,  1 7 8 ; copra pro­
duct ion , 1 96 ;  income s ource s ,  1 96n ; 
p opulat ion , 1 1 6 ,  1 9 6 ;  p opul at i on 
d i s t r ibut ion , 7 ;  pre -war poll t ax ,  
25ln;  s i z e ,  6n ; s o i l s ,  10 

Malaitan migrant s ,  in T adhimboko 
West : cr op pr oduct ivity , 148 ; 
cu l t ivat i on of panna , 146 ;  fal l ow 
period of gardens at Su sui , 148 ; 
fence constru ct ion ,  2 1 5 ; food pro­
duc t i on for Honiara marke t , 1 18 ,  
1 5 1 , 1 5 7 , 161 , 1 6 2 , 2 7 6 , 2 7 7 ;  
income s ource s , 1 5 7  - 1 6 1 , 1 96n , 2 78 ; 
insecur ity at Ravu and Su sui , 1 5 7 ,  
1 6 1 , 1 6 2 ; l and r ight s ,  8 3 , 1 1 6 -7 , 
1 1 7 -8 ;  land under food crop s ,  143 ; 
migration , 62 ; plantat i on l ab our , 
1 76 ,  1 7 7 ;  role in Marching Rule ,  
50 ; soil prepar at ion , 1 3 5 ; sweet 
pot at o  cul t ivat ion , 118 , 143 ; 
t rade s tore purchas e s , 2 2 2 ; typ e s , 
1 1 6-8 ; wage empl oyment , 266 , 268 ; 
see also  Nai t okatoka , Rasolea 

Malango , cocoa produc t ion , 202n 
Mal ango-Vu l ol o ,  2 5 2  
Mal ar ia eradicat ion,  6 6  
Mal ayta Company , 39 , 40 
Maluka v i l lage , 63 ; l and rent s ,  2 7 0  
Mamata :  a s  s o c i a l  group , 8 5 -7 ; hol d -

ings o f  land , 101 , 103 , 104 ; 
impor t ance in l i fe -cycle  even t s , 

.92 ,  93 ; l abour 2 1 2 ; members ' 
a s s i s t ance in gardening , 1 3 7 ; 
r e s i dence of memb er s ,  1 04 , 105 ; 
r ight s to coconu t s , 183 , 2 7 2 ;  
tradit ional l and t enure , 98-10 1 ; 
see also  kema 



Marau sal twater people , 8 6  
Maravovo school , 65n , 2 2 2n 
Mar ching Ru l e :  aims , SO , 5 1 , 1 68 ;  

communal gardens , 50 , 5 1 , 1 3 9 ;  
crit i c i sms o f , 5 1 ; de s ir e  for 
t rade good s , 218 ; food crop pro­
duct ion , 1 6 8 ; influence on vil ­
l age l ayout , 51 , 76 ; judicial 
s y s tem ,  5 1 ; lab our force , 50 ; 
origins , 50 ; organisat ion , 50 ; 
Vouza ' s  l eadership , 5 1 , 8 9 -90 , 9 1 ; 
wage demands ,  5 1 , 2 5 1  

Mar i st Mi s s ion , l and holdi ng s , 3 9 , 
40 

Marr iage : fea st s ,  9 2 ;  l and r ight s 
through , 9 2 , 1 1 7 ;  trad i t i onal , 9 2  

Maru i village , 1 74 ;  estab l i shment ,  
73 , 74 

Matanikau River , 29 , 3 5 , 39 
Me l ane s ian Mi s s i on ,  28 
Menda�a ,  A .  de : cont act with 

Guadal canal , 28 ; d i s covery o f  
S o l omons , 7 

Mendana Ent erpr i se s ,  253  
Mendana Hotel , 2 5 7n 
Metepono area : coconut plant ing , 1 69 , 

2 7 1 ; copr a product i on , 1 8 1 ; Gaubata 
Devel opment S oc iety act ivit ie s , 2 3 9 , 
245 ;  land under food crop s ,  143 ; 
supply o f  produce t o  Honiara market, 
1 5 1 , 1 54 

Me tepono R iver , 7 3 , 254 ; br idging , 
46 , 1 7 1 , 275 , 2 90 

Mi grat ion :  dur ing World War I I , 70-1; 
inter -vi l l age , 94 , 1 69 ;  post -war , 
7 1 ; see al so Re s idence , changes in 

Mineral s ,  10 
Mi s s ions : cat t l e  enterpr i s e s , 209 , 

2 10 ; e st abl ishmen t , 7 -8 , 28 
Mort al i ty rate s , 65 
Mortuary feast s ,  a s  means o f  t rans ­

ferr ing land , 1 1 6  
Mt Popomana s iu , 1 5  
Mt Tatuve , Au s tr i an exped i t ion t o ,  

28n 
Muvia , al i enat i on o f :  by Burn s Phi l p , 

33 , 35 , 1 24 ;  by Government , 74 , 
1 2 2 -3 , 1 24 - 5 , 2 2 7 n ,  246 , 2 70 , 28 7 ;  
by S o l omon I s l and s Devel opment C o . ,  
3 3 , 34 , 3 5 , 36 , 1 2 2 ;  T adhimboko 
att itude t o ,  55 , 74 , 289 ; see al so 
Muvia East , Muvia We st 

Muvia East : government att emp t s  t o  
l ease , 1 2 7 ;  Guadal canal Plains L t d  
option o n  lease , 234 

Muvia We s t , government lease o f ,  8 1 ,  
1 1 7  

Naitokatoka : l and r i ght s ,  1 1 7 ;  trade­
s t or e , 220n ,  2 22n, 2 24 

Naj i l agu school , 65n 
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Nal imbiu area : agri cultural system ,  
2 7 ; coconut plant ing , 1 6 9 ; copr a 
income s ,  27 2 ,  2 7 6  freight rate 
to Honiar a  from ,  23 8 ;  garden s i t e s, 
1 30 ;  Gaub ata D evel opment S oc iety 
act iv i t i e s , 241 , 246 ; income 
s our ce s ,  1 5 7 , 2 7 2 , 2 7 8 ; l and 
al ienation , 3 3 -4 ,  3 6 ;  land d i s ­
put e s ,  1 2 2 ,  1 24 -5 ; land under food 
crops , 143 ; mamat a  holdings , 101 ; 
or igins of Tadhimboko r e sident s ,  
1 6 9 ; rel at ions between hold ings 
and u sage r ight s ,  109 ; r ight s to 
karuba , 1 1 2 ;  soil and vegetation ,  
103 ; supply o f  produce t o  Honiara 
marke t , 1 5 1 , 1 5 7 , 2 7 6 ;  sweet potato 
cult ivation , 143 

Nal imbiu-Me tepono are a ,  co conut 
plant ing , 1 7 7  

Nal imb iu R iver : bridging , 4 6 , 2 7 5 , 
2 90 ; change of cour se , 1 8 ;  war ­
t ime s cene of bat t l e , 70 ; water 
pumped from , 48 -9 

Na l imera v i l l age : e s t ab l i shment , 63 , 
_ 74 ; popul ation dens i ty , 70 
Nal ivovo village : cocoa plant ing , 

1 99 ; e s t ab l i shment , 74. 
Namasu , villager s ' mi s concept i ons 

about , 293 
Nat ive C ourt , 90 , 91 , 1 2 1 ,  1 2 2 , 1 7 1  
New Geor gia , s i ze , 6n 
New Hebride s ,  8 ,  9n , 21 
N ggela , 28 , 66 , 1 20 , 1 66n , 235 , 2 3 6 , 

2 5 ln 
Niel sen , L ,  ( trader ) ,  8 

Oba , 74 
Oecophylla ( ant spec ies ) ,  1 75n 
Oil palm , C ommonwealth Devel opment 

Corporat i on experiment s ,  14 , 25 , 
1 2 9n ,  254 , 287  

Okea , lease of , 1 25 , 2 70 

Pac i f i c  I s l and s C ompany , l and acqu i s -
it ions , 33 , 3 5 ,  3 6  

Panna cul t ivat ion , 2 7 ,  1 34 -5 , 143 , 146 , 
"""147, 289 
Paonadi vill age , 71  
Papagu vil lage , 7 1 , 95 , 1 6 9 , 2 70 ;  

church ,  7 6 ;  p ar t icipat i on in Kal i ­
t onia C o-operat ive S oc iety , 2 2 7 ; 
populat ion increase , 6 2 -3 

Papua New Guinea , income per capita , 
280 

Par ipao , 9 5 , 2 5 2  
Par i s i s i  v i l l age , 1 7 5 ; e st ab l i shment , 

74 ; l and owner sh ip around , 1 74 
Pawa school , 65n , 2 l ln 
Phytophthora colocasiae ( t aro wi lt 

di sease ) ,  143n 
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Phytophthora palmivora ( B l ack Pod ) , 
1 99n 

P idgin Engl i sh ,  4 ,  8 
P i g s : as income s our ce , 149 ; at Ilu 

Farm , 5 4 ; d i s t r ibu t i on at Tenahulu 
feast , 96 , 97 ; fencing , 149 ; no . 
of pigs  t oday , 149 ; rear ing prac ­
t ic e s , 14 9 ;  s t raying , 8 2 ; tradit ­
ional and modern s igni ficance , 148 

P l ant at ions , coconut , e s t ab l i shment 
o f ,  34-6 

Poha R iver , 70 -1 
Point Cruz , 28 
P o l l  tax ,  251  
P opo ( wooden food bowl s) , 95 
Population:  age- sex structure , T adhim-

boko West , 63 , 65 , 1 6 6 ;  and l and , 
1 29 ; census 1 9 3 1 , 295 -6 ; growth r at �  
S o l omon s ,  1 1 ; growth , Honiar a ,  280 ; 
Guadal canal C ounc i l  headcount s 1 9 5 5 , 
295 -6 ;  Guadal canal P l a in s , 5 9 -60 , 6 2  
increase l i kely , 70 ; movement dur ing 
Marching Rul e ,  5 1 ;  movement during 
Wor l d  War I I , 45 ; Tadhimboko East , 
6 2 ; Tadhimboko We st , 6 2  

Popu l at i on density : Guadal canal Plains, 
70 ; S o l omon s , 7 ;  Tadhimboko We s t , 
70  

Popu l at ion d i s t r ibut ion : Guadal canal 
Pl ains , 6 6 , 70-1 ; Tadhimboko We s t , 
7 1 , 73  

P or t s  Author ity : a s  Copra Board agent , 
184n ; s t evedor ing wor k with , 2 60 , 
2 64 

Premature nut fal l ,  5 2 ,  5 7 , 1 75n 
Price s t ab i l i sat i on :  cocoa , 284 ; 

copr a ,  284 ; see a l s o  C opra Board 
Pr ivate enterpri s e , Tadhimboko v iew 

o f ,  2 9 1  
Protectorate , declarat ion o f ,  8 ,  2 9 ,  

1 65 

Queens l and : l ab our recruitment t o ,  
1 ,  8 ,  28 -9 , 34 , 1 6 6 , 2 1 8 , 250n ; 
l ab our repatriat i on ,  250 

Race r e l at ions , 49 -50 ; see al s o  
D i s cr imination ,  racial 

Rainfal l :  Guadal canal Pl ains , 6 ,  18 , 
2 1 ;  S ol omon s , 6 

Rai t i l ava , income sour ce s ,  142 
Rapa s ia , M . , 1 78 n  
Rasol ea , 1 1 7 ;  coconut p l ant ing , 1 7 3 -4 
Rat ion s ,  253 , 2 60 , 2 6 6  
Ravu v i l l age , 6 3 ; e s t ab l i shment , 74 ; 

l and d i sput e s ,  1 75 -6 ;  Mal aitan s  at , 
1 1 8 ' 1 6 1  

Re commendat ions , author ' s ,  2 9 1 -2  
Rent money , Tadhimboko att i tude t o ,  

289 

Re search ,  coconut , 14  
Re s idence : a s  factor in claim to 

l and , 8 3 ; change s  in , 99;  see also 

Popu l at ion distribut i on ,  S e t t lement 
pat terns 

Re s ident C omm i s s i oner , We stern 
Pac i fic  High C omm i s s ion , see Wood -
for d ,  C .  

�-

Rice produc t ion , 25 , 2 7 ,  44 , 1 24 ;  by 
Amer ican Army , 54 ; by C onnnonwealth 
Devel opment C orporat ion , 1 3 , 2 5 3 ; 
by Department of Agri cu l ture , 54 ; 
by Guadal canal Plain s  Ltd , 1 3 , 2 7 , 1 25n ; 
government at t i tu de t o ,  1 3 , 54 , 
1 1 7 , 28 7 ; Tadhirnboko at t i tude t o , 
2 9 1  

Road transport , 1 6 2 , 1 68 ,  1 7 1 , 186 ; 
as cash sour ce , 2 7 5 ; Chine s e  
trader s ,  1 64 ,  233 , 234 , 234n , 2 7 5 ; 
cost s ,  1 6 2 , 1 64 ;  Tadhimboko 
at t empt s ,  2 3 3 -4 ,  2 74 -5 ; see a l s o  
S aki , truck 

Road s :  American-made , 4 6 ,  1 78 n , 2 9 0  
l imit ed devel opment o f ,  235 , 236 ; 
see al s o  H oniara , impact o f  
improved acce s s  t o  

Roroni vil l age : agri cul ture , 2 7 ;  
cocoa plant ing , 1 9 7 ,  1 9 9 , 2 7 7 ;  
cocoa product i on ,  20 2 ;  copra pro­
duct ion , 1 1 3 ; cul t ivat i on o f  
karuba , 109 , 1 1 2 ;  e st ab l i shment , 7 1 , 
7 3 , 7 9 , 1 7 1 ; fal l ow per iod , 148 ; 
garden site s , 130 ; Gaubata D eve l op ­
ment S ociety activi t ie s , 146n , 23 9 ,  
241 , 246 ,  249 ; income s ource s , 
2 68 -9 ,  2 70 , 2 7 2 , 2 78 ;  layou t , 76 ; 
Malaitan s  in , 1 1 6 -7 ; mamat a  hold­
ing s , 101 ; no . o f  pigs , 149 ; 
par t i c ipat i on in Kal i t onia C o ­
operat ive S oc iety , 2 2 7 ;  popu l at i on 
increase , 6 2 ;  proposed for co­
operat ive , 2 25 ; relation between 
holdings and us age right s ,  105 , 
109 ; s i z e , 75 ; s oi l s  and veget ation 
type s ,  103 ; supply of produce t o  
Honiara marke t , 2 7 6 , 2 7 7 ;  surround­
ing s , 75-6 ; trade stor e s , 2 1 8 - 9 ; 
type s of r e s ident s ,  80-1 ; wage 
empl oyment , 2 64 ; women , 254 

Ruavatu : alienat ion by Leve r s  Pac i fi c  
P l antation s  Lt d ,  3 5 , 39 ; coconut 
p l ant ing , 3 6 ; copra pr oduct i on ,  4 2  

Ru s s e l l  I s lands : catt l e , 209n ; copra 
product ion , 40 ; empl oyment , 63 ; 
exper iment s  in coconut p l ant ing , 
1 74n , 1 75n ; Levers Paci f i c  P l anta­
t ions Ltd plantat ions , 14 , 1 68 ;  
pre -war p o l l  t ax ,  25 ln 

S aki , S amuel , 3 ;  a s  b i g -man , 90 -2 , 
242 ;  as entrepreneur , 2 74 ;  a s s i stance 
to relat ive s , 9 1 , 239 ; cat t l e ,  91 , 
2 1 1 -2 , 214 ; copra buy ing , 185 , 236 , 
238 ; leader ship of Gaubata Deve lop­
ment Soc iety , 239 , 241 , 242 , 244 , 245; 



S aki , S amue l  ( cont . )  
launch , 9 1 , 185 , 2 3 5 -6 , 238 ; role 
in Tenahulu feast , 96-7 ; trade s t or e, 
91 ; truck, 2 34 -5 , 239 ; wages paid 
t o  workers , 266 

S an C r i s t obal : pre-war poll t ax ,  251 ; 
s i ze , 6n 

S andalwood traders ,  7 ,  28 
S anta Cru z ,  pre -war poll  t ax , 2 5 ln 
S anta I sabel : agr i cu l tural st aff , 

1 66n ; employment , 65 ; pre-war poll 
t ax ,  25ln;  s i z e , 6n 

S ape vi l l age : cocoa pl ant ing , 1 99 ;  
e s t abl ishment , 74 ; s i ze , 7 5  

S avo , 6 6 , 1 20 ;  pre -war p o l l  tax , 
2 5 ln 

S awmil l s :  dur ing World War II , 46 ; 
see al so S o l omon I s l and s T imber 
G o . , Timber 

Scrap -metal co l l ection ,  5 3 , 1 68 ,  218 , 
2 5 2 ,  2 7 2 ; income from , 252 , 253 ; 
S aki ' s  activi ties dur ing , 9 1 , 2 3 5 -6 ; 
wage s paid , 5 3 , 252 , 253 ; s ee a l s o  
K . H . D .  Hay P t y  Lt d ;  S outh Pac i f i c  
T rader s ;  Vouza , s cr ap -metal col ­
le ction 

S e  ( vam del i cacy ) , 9 5  
S ea tr an spor t ,  14 , 1 65 -6 ; Chine se 

trader s ,  14 , 185 , 2 35 , 238 ; 
import ance in copra trade , 184 ; 
see a l s o  All ied t r an s i t  camp ; S aki , 
launch ; Vouza , cut t er -b oat 

S e ka ,  see Adop t i on , Bani shment 
S e l ighoghor o  vi l l age : e s t ab l i shment , 

74 ; l ab our force and garden acr e ­
age , 1 3 7  

S e t t l ement p attern s : during Marching 
Rul e ,  5 1 ; present -day , 75-6 ; � 
a l s o  Populat ion d i s t r ibut i on ,  
Re s id ence 

S e t t l ement s ,  74-5 
S ex :  and educat ion , 65 ; see a l s o  

Age -sex structure 
She l l  money : as part of  br ide pr i ce , 

9 2 ;  mal agai ' s  accumu l at i on ,  8 7 ; 
u se in seka , 8 5 ; widow ' s 'Payment ,  
93 

Shor t l and I s l and , pre -war poll t ax ,  
25ln 

S i gat oka Val l ey ( F ij i ) , 2 7 5 -6 
S oc i al s t ru cture : tradit i onal , 7 ,  

84- 7 ; in fluence on economi c 
devel opment , 284 -5 ; see also 
Ker;ia , Mamat a  

So� and a gr icul t ur e , 2 7 ; Gua da l ­
canal Plain s , 25 ; mounding b y  
Ma laitans , 1 35 ; preparat ion , 1 34 ,  
1 35 ; surveys ,  1 0 ,  1 29n , 148 , 2 90 

S ol omon I s lands : ge ol ogy , 6 ;  
l ocation , 6 ;  popul a t i on ,  7 ;  p opu­
l at i on den s i t y ,  7 ;  rainfal l ,  6 ;  
soc ial structure , 7 ;  trading pos i ­
t i on ,  1 1 ; vegetat i on ,  6- 7 

S ol omon I s l ands Cocoa C or pora t i on ,  
206 , 207 
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Solomon I s l ands Devel opment C ompany (SIDC) : 
coconut plant ing , 36 , 39,40 ; l and 
acqui s i t ions , 33, 34 , 35 , 3� 3 9 , 1 2 �  124 

Solomon I s lands T imber C o . :  housing , 
2 60 ; labour turnover , 2 54 ; wage 
empl oyment ,  5 9n ,  25 3 ,  2 54 ;  wages , 
2 5 7 , 2 60 

Solomons (Waste Lands ) Regul a t i on ,  
31 , 32 , 35 ; r epeal , 3 3 , 34 

S opapera vil lage , cult iva t ion o f  
karuba , 1 1 2 sorcer=y: 88n ; see a l s o  Magic S outh 
Pac i fic  Traders , s crap-me tal col­
lection ,  5 3 ,  9 1  

S oya bean s ,  28 7 ;  C ommonwea l th Develop­
ment C orporation exper iment s , 14 , 25 3 ;  
Gu adal canal Plains L t d  pr oductj_on , 
2 7  

S t  Joseph 1 s C ol l e ge , Tenaru , 65n 
Sua g i  vill age : age structure , 7 0 ; 

a t t itude to Gaubata Deve l opment 
Society,  2 39n , 248 ; chur ch , 7 6 ; 
cocoa plant ing , 1 9 9 ; cocoa pro­
duct ion , 1 9 9 ; coconut plant ing , 
1 69 , 2 7 1 ; copra inc ome , 188 , 2 7 2 ; 
c opra producers '  empl oyment of  
lab our , 266 ; c opra product ion , 181 ; 
expenditur e  of copra inc ome , 1 9 2 ; 
fa l l ow per iod , 148 ; gar den s ites  
1 30 ;  land under food crops , 14 3 ;  
par t i c ipat ion in Ka l i t onia Co­
operative Society , 2 2 7 ;  populat ion 
densi t y ,  70 ; popul a t i on increased,  
63 ; � ize , 75 ; supply of  produce t o  
Honiara market , 1 5 1 , 181 ; taro 
cul t ivat i on ,  143 ; trade s t or es ,  2 1 8 - 9  

Sub s is tence gar dening :  l ab our force , 
1 35 ,  1 3 7 , 1 39 ; t ime s pent on , ll�l ; 
see a l s o  F o o d  crops , sub s i stence ; 
Gar den s ites , choice of ; Kur irara ; 
Soil s ,  preparat ion 

Survil l e , J . F .M .  de , 7 
Susui v i l l age , Ma laitans at : fal l ow 

per i o d ,  148 ; land r i ghts 83 , 1 1 7 ,  
1 61 ; panna pr oduc t i on ,  146 ; supply 
o f  produce to Honiara marke t , 1 5 7 ,  
1 61 

Sutakiki Val ley , 1 0  
S uva , 9 
Svenson , 0 . , l and acqui s it ions , 35 
Sweet pot at o :  condi t ions for plant ing , 

2 2 ; cult iva t ion according t o  village : 
143 ; garden preparation ,  1 34 ,  1 35n ; 
gar dening cycl e , 14 7 ;  Gaubata 
D�vel opment Society gar den , 146n ; 
Gaubata Development Society s upply 
to H oniara market , 249n ; impact on 
panna and uvi cult ivat i on ,  2 7 , 143 ; 
pr oduc t iv i t y ,  148 ; s oi l s used in 
cult iva t i on ,  146 
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Syke s , H . O . E .  ( Spec ial Labour C om­
missioner ) , s 11rvey of l abour pos i ­
t i on ,  2 5 2 , 2 5 7  

Symes , R . C . , Doma e s tate , 1 7 3  

Tadhimboko Eas t : cocoa pr oduc t ion , 
202n ; population change , 6 3 ; 
part icipa t ion in Tenahulu fea s t , 
9 5 ;  Saki ' s  market ing act ivi t ie s , 
185 , 2 3 6 , 2 38 

T a dhimboko views on : devel opment of 
Guadalcanal Plains , 289 , 290,  2 9 1 - 2 ; 
government , 2 9 0 ,  2 9 1 -2 ; l and alien­
at ion , 289 ; lease s , 2 8 9 ;  private 
enterpr ise , 291  

Tadhimboko We s t : age - sex s tructure , 
63 , 65 ; l ocat i on ,  2 - 3 ;  popul a t i on 
change , 5 9 , 6 2- 3 ;  Sub -D i s tr ict 
Commi t tee , 244 , 245 , 2 9 3  

Taivu River , 31 , 75  
Tal aura I I  vill age , 6 3  
T ar o  cul t ivat i on , 143  
Tatau vill a ge , 7 3  
Tathimane vill age , migrat i on from ,  

6 3 , 74 , 94 
Tax hol i days , 2 8 3n ,  288 
Teatupa vil lage , 6 3 ,  71 
Tenahulu village , 8 2 ; a t t itude to 

Gaubata Devel opment Soc i et y ,  2 39n; 
cocoa plant ing , 1 9 9 ; coconut 
pl ant ing , 1 69 ;  fal l ow period , 148 ; 
feas t ,  9 3-4 , 94- 5 , 9 6- 7 ;  land 
under food crops , 143 ; migr at i on ,  
6 3 , 74 ; s chool , 65 ; supply o f  pro­
duce to  H oniara market , 1 5 3 ;  
cult ivat ion , 143 ; women , 2 54 

Tenaru Beach , 70  
Tenaru plant a t i on ,  3 6 , 5 2 ; ra infal l , 

1 8  
Tenaru River , 2 9 , 35 , 45 
Tenaru Roman Catho l i c  Mi s s i on s tation ,  

2lln , 2 1 5  
T enavat u ,  l and al iena t i on at , 5 5  
Tetere Lepr osar ium , 5 9 ,  62 ; rainfal l ,  

2 1 ; rat i ons , 260 ; wage employment , 
2 5 3  

T etere plantat i on :  cocoa , 1 9 6n ;  c oco­
nut pes t s , 45 ; coc onut pl ant ing , 
36 ; work opportuni t ie s  a t , 2 5 3  

Tetere vill age , replaced b y  Gorabau , 
7 1 , 7 9  

T imber : mil l ing work , 1 6 8 ;  resources ,  
1 0 ;  see al s o  Sawmi l l s , Solomon 
I s lands T imber C o . 

Tolai : income from c ocoa , 2 7 7 ;  mar­
ket s ,  2 7 5  

Totems , kema , 84 
Tr ade , iUt;i;na t i onal , 1 1 ; dependence 

on copra , 1 65 ,  1 9 3  
Trade s cheme , government , 9 , 2 2 5  
Trader s :  expatr iate , 8 ,  39-40 ; see 

also Br i t i sh Solomon I s lands 

Trading C ompany , Chine se trader s 
Trades t ore s ,  Tadhimboko , 2 18 - 9 , 2 20 , 

2 7 2 , 2 74 ;  credit sale s , 2 24; cus­
t omer s ,  220 , 2 2 2 , 2 24 ;  incomes 
from ,  2 7 4 ;  owner s '  a t t i tu de t o  
co-operat ive , 2 2 9 ;  pr ice s , 2 2 0 ; 
records , 2 24 ; see a l s o  Karakivosa , 
Nai t okatoka , Saki , Vouza 

Training , l imi ted ,  2 60 ,  284 
Transport fac il i t ie s : as cash s ource , 

2 74-5 ; dur ing Wor l d  War I I , 4 5 , 46 ; 
see a l s o  A i r  transpor t ; Chinese 
traders ,  transport operat ions ; 
Road transport ; Sea transpor t  

Trinitar i o- type cocoa , 1 9 3n 
T ubu , cash sources ,  141 
Tul agi , 70 , 2 6 7  
Tumurora village :  construct i on 

material s used in , 7 6 ; e st ab l i sh­
ment , 7 1 , 73; par t ic ipat ion in 
Gaubata Development Soc i ety , 2 39 ; 
p opulation decrease � 6 2  

Tutumu vil lage , 7 1  
Tutuva village , 6 3  

Upper Amaz on-type c oc oa , 1 94n 
Urquhart ,  D .R . , 1 96n 
Uvi cult ivat i on , 2 7 , 1 35 ,  143 , 1 4 7  

' Vacant ' l and :  def ined , 1 23 ;  govern­
ment atti tude to , 1 24 ;  Mel ane s i an 
at t i tude t o ,  1 24 

Vegetat ion :  Guadal canal Plains , 22-5 ; 
Solomons , 6 

Veuru vi l la ge , 8 3  
Village s :  fac t or s  i n  choice of s ite , 

7 6780 ; l ayou t , 7 6 ;  no . of house­
hol ds , 75 ; popul ation change s , 62-3; 
reasons for change s ,  7 3- 5 , 8 1 - 3  

V irgin f ore s t , s e e  Ber i au 
V isal e ,  6 6 , 1 20 ,  2 35 c ocoa production , 

202n ; c oconut maint enance , 1 78n ; 
p ar t i cipat i on in Gaubat a  Devel op­
ment Society activi t ie s ,  24 7-8 ; 
s choo l , 65n ; supply of pro duce t o  
H oniara marke t , 1 5 1  

Volavol a ,  244 
V ol onavua v i l lage , break-up of , 7 3 , 

74-5 ' 1 74 '  2 35 
V ono , l ease o f ,  40 
V ouz a , Jacob , 3,  239 ; a s  b i g-man , 80 , 

8 1 , 8 8 , 8 9-90 , 9 1 , 9 6 ;  as district 
headman , 90,  1 71 ;  a s  member of  
Land Trust B oar d ,  1 2 3n ;  a t t i t ude 
to Gaubata Devel opment Society , 244 , 
245 ; c oc oa , 1 9 7 ,  1 9 9 , 202 ; coconut 
pl ant ing , 1 71 - 3 , 1 7 7 ;  cut t er -boat , 
9 0 ,  1 71 ,  235 ; inc omes from c oc oa 
and c opra c omp ar ed ,  2 0 7 -8 ; infl uence 
on r e s i dence , 8 0 , 81 l and a l l ocat i on ,  
1 1 2 , 1 1 6 ,  1 7 3 ;  par t ic ipat i on in 



Muvia land dispute , 1 2 7 ; pol i t ical 
act ivit ie s ,  9 0 ,  1 71 ; role in March­
ing Rul e , 5 1 , 7 l n ,  8 9 ; s�rap-metal 
col l ect ion , 2 5 2 - 3 ; trade s t ore , 9 0 ,  
1 71 ,  1 7 3n 

Vuce , 8 1 , 2 3 5  
Vugal onga v i l l age , e s tabl i shment , 6 3  
Vul ol o ,  9 5  

Wage empl oyment : accor ding t o  village, 
2 70 ;  dur ing war , 1 ,  4 6 , 48 , 25 1 , 268 
early Tadhimboko experiences o f ,  
250-1 ; f or expatr i ate s , 253-4 ; for 
l ocal entrepreneur s ,  2 64 , 266 ; 
inter -war , 2 5 1 ; out s i de region , 
2 6 0 ,  2 64 ; s crap-metal  coll ect ion , 
2 5 2 - 3 ; Solomons , 1 1 ; Tadhimboko 
a t t i tude t o ,  25 3 ;  t urnover , 2 5 7 ;  
see al s o  C ommonweal th Devel opment 
C orporat i on exper iment s ,  Dethr i dge , 
A . R . , Gua dalcanal P l ains L t d ,  Hing 
Mar , I lu F arm , S ol omon I s l ands 
T imber Co . ,  Tetere Lepros ar ium 

Wage s : cat t l e  fencing , 2 1 2 , 214 ; 
copra making , 1 8 2 - 3 ; dur ing war , 
1 ,  48 , 50 , 2 5 1 ; earl y  post -war , 
5 0 , 2 5 2 ; expat r ia t e  enterpr i s e s , 
2 68 ; inter-war , 251 ; l ab ourer s ,  
1 54n ; l ocal entrepreneur s ,  264 ; 
Mal a i t ans in casual j ob s , 2 6 6 ; no 
minimum , 2 5 7 ;  out s ide region , 260 ; 
rat i ons , 260 , 266 ; scrap-me tal 
col lect i on ,  5 3 ,  252 , 25 3 ;  Saki ' s  
transport bus ines s ,  2 6 6 ; see a l so 
I lu Farm , of Depar tment of Agr i ­
cul ture , Solomon I s l ands T imber 
Co . 

War damage compensation ,  non-payment 
o f ,  5 1 , 225 , 2 5 1  

Warangoi r e s e t t lement pr oj ect , New 
Br i tain , 2 7 7  

' Waste ' l and : dec l arat i on o f , 31-2 ; 
Tadhimb oko a t t i tude t o , 32 , 289 

' Weather ' coa s t s ,  6 
Wes tern D i strict , 1 0 ;  c ocoa pro­

duct ion , 1 9 6  20 6 -7 
Western H i gh C ommi s s ion , 9n , 

3 1 ; see a l s o  H i gh C onnni s s i oner , 
WPHC ; Woodfor d ,  C .  

Wes t ern Samoa , income per cap ita  in 
par t s  o f , 280 

Whalers 7 ,  28 
Will iamson , J . C . C . , post-war c opra 

pr oduc t i on ,  5 2  
W omen : as copra produc er s ,  182n ;  

guar dianship o f  l and , 9 8 ;  l ab our­
er s ,  2 54 , 2 54n ; see a l s o  D ivi s i on 
of l ab our , sexual 

Woodfor d ,  C .  ( Re s i dent C onnni s s ioner ) , 
8 ,  1 6 5 ; a t t i t ude t o  l and specu­
l a t i on ,  29 ; role  in l and alienat ­
i on ,  32 ; v iew o f  Me l ane s ian l and 
t enur e , 31 

3 25 

Woodhouse , T .  ( trader ) , 8 
W or l d  War I I , 1 ,  9 ,  233 ; impact on 

l and disput e s ,  1 21 ; impact on 
Melanes ians , 9 ,  45 , 5 0 ,  7 0- 1 , 7 3 ; 
wage empl oyment dur ing , 1 ,  46 , 
48 , 25 0 ,  2 68 ; see al s o  A l l i e d  
tran s it camp ; Japane se occupation ;  
I l u  Farm , o f  Amer ican Army ; 
Marching Rul e  

Yam cul t ivat i on ,  21 , 9 3 ,  94 , 9 5 , 
1 34-5 . 1 39 ' 14 7 

Yandina , as copra-buying centre , 
1 84n 

Yaw s  eradicat ion campai gn ,  62 , 2 9 6  
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New Gu inea Re search Bu l le t in No . 46 ,  1 9 7 2  

The Tadh imboko people o f  the northern p lain o f  .Guadalcanal in the Bri t i sh 
S ol omon I s l and s Protectorate can part i c ipate in the modern cash e conomy in 
a var iety o f  way s .  Thes e  include wage employment , sale or lease of l and , 
copra sale s ,  trade s t ore and tran spor t  operation s , sale o f  garden produce in 
Honiara market , cocoa product ion ,  and cattle  graz ing . Whi ch avenue par t i cu­
l ar vi l l ager s choose in order to  e arn money depends on such factors a s  the 
cash

. 
reward s  of each opportunit y ,  their eas e  of p art icipat ion , their per s onal 

pre ferences ,  and their relations with f e l l ow vil l ager s .  
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New Guinea Research Bul l etins 

The Erap Mechanical Farming Pro j ect by R . G .  Crocombe and 
G . R .  Hogb in ,  Apr i l  1 963 

Land , Work and Productivity at Inonda by R . G .  Crocombe and 
G . R .  Hogb in ,  Augus t  1 963 

S ocial Accoun t s  of the Monetary S e ct or of the Terr i tory of 
Papua and New Guine a ,  1 95 6 / 5 7  to 1 960 / 6 1  by R . C .  Wh ite , 
January 1 964 

C onnnunal C a sh Cropping among the Orokaiva by R . G .  Crocomb e , 
May 1 964 

A Survey of Indigenous Rubber Producer s in the Kerema Bay 
Area by G . R .  Hogb in ,  Oct ober 1 964 

The European Land Sett lement S cheme at Popondetta by 
D . R .  Howle t t , Apr i l  1 96 5  

The M ' buke C o-operat ive Plantat i on by R . G .  Crocombe , Augus t  
1 965  

C at t l e , C o f fee and Land among the Wain by Gr aham Jackson , 
December 1 965  

An Integrated Approach t o  Nutrit ion and S ociet y :  the Case 
o f  the Chimbu , ed . E .  Hipsley , Janu ary 1 966 

The S i l anga Re s e t t l ement Pro j ect by Olga van Rij swi j ck ,  
February 1 96 6  

Land Tenure and Land U se among the Mount Lamington Orokaiva 
by Max Rimo ldi , Apr i l  1 9 66 

E du cation Thr ough the Eye s of an Indigenou s Urb an E l i t e  by 
Karol van der Veur and Penel op e  Richard son , Augus t  1 9 6 6  

Orokaiva Papers :  Mis cel l aneou s Paper s on the Orokaiva o f  
North E a s t  Papua , November 1 96 6  

Rab ia Camp : a P o r t  More sby Migrant S et t l ement b y  Nancy E .  
H i t chcock and N . D . Oram ,  January 1 96 7  

Bul o l o : a History o f  the Development o f  the Bul o l o  Region , 
New Gu inea by Allan Healy , February 1 96 7  

Papuan Entrepreneur s :  P ap er s by R . G .  C rocombe , W . J .  Ooster­
meyer and Joanne Gray , J . V .  Langmore , Apri l  1 96 7  
Land Tenure C onver s i on in the Northern D i s tr ict o f  Papua by 
D avid Morawet z ,  May 1 96 7  

S oc ial and E conomic Re lationships i n  a Port More sby C anoe 
Sett lement by N .D .  Oram , Jul y  1 96 7  

A Bene f it C o s t  Anal y s i s  o f  Re s e t t l ement i n  the Gazel l e  Pen­
insul a  by S .  S ingh , S ep t ember 1 96 7  

New Gu inea Peopl e  i n  Bu s ine s s  and Industry : Paper s from the 
F ir s t  Waigani S eminar , D ecember 1 96 7  

Teacher s i n  the Urban C ommunity b y  Penel ope Richardson and 
Kar ol van der Veur , January 1 968 

Paper s on the Papua-New Guinea House o f  Assembly by Norman 
Mel l er , January 1 968 
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Mixed -race S oc iety in Port More sby by B . G .  Bur t on -Bradl ey , 
March 1 968 

The Organisat ion of Product i on and D is t r ibu t i on among the 
Orokaiva by E .W .  Wadde l l  and P . A .  Kr inks , S ept ember 1 968 

A Survey of V i l l age Indu stries  in Papua-New Gu inea by 
R. Kent Wil s on ,  November 1 968 

The C ontr ibut ion o f  Volunt ary Aid Or gani sat ions t o  the 
D evel opment o f  Pa ua-New Gu inea , 1 96 6 - 6 7 , by Michel ine 
Dewdney , January 1 96 9  

New Gu inean Entrepreneurs b y  B . R .  F inney , February 1 96 9  

Namasu : New Guinea ' s  Large s t  Indigenou s - owned C ompany by 
I . J .  Fairbairn , March 1 96 9  

Hoho l a :  the S igni f i cance o f  S oc i al Networ ks i n  Urban Adap ­
tation o f  Women by Lynn Oe s er , June 1 96 9  

Int er-t r ibal Re l at ions o f  the Maenge People of New Br i t ain 
by M .  Pano f f ,  July 1 96 9  

Inter -ethnic Marr i age in New Gu inea b y  A . W .  L ind , Augus t  
1 96 9  

New Gu inea S oc ial S cience F ie l d  Re search and Pub l icat ion s ,  
1 96 2 -67  b y  Susan C .  Reeves and May Dudley , Oct ober 1 96 9  

The Rigo Road : a S tudy o f  the E c onomic E f fect s o f  New Road 
C on struct ion by Mar i on W .  Ward , January 1 9 7 0  

People and Planning in Papua and New Guine a :  Paper s by 
D . J .  van de Kaa , J . M .  S t anhope , T . S . Epst ein , N .H .  Fry , and 
C . L .  Bel t z , Apr i l  1 9 70  

The Ind i genou s Role in Busine s s  Enterpr ise : Three Paper s 
from the Third Waigani Seminar , 1 96 9  by A . J .  O ' C onnor , 
T . S .  Epstein and G .  Nash , May 1 9 70 

Au stral ia and the Un ited Nat ions : New Gu inea Tru s t e e ship 
I s sue s from 1 946 t o  1 966 by W . E .  Tomasett i ,  July 1 9 70 

Port More sby Urban D evel opment by J .  Langmore and N.  Oram ,  
October 1 9 70 

Land Tenure in West  Irian : Paper s by K . W .  Gol i s ,  J . V .  de 
Bruyn , J. Pouwer , J .W .  S choor l ,  and J .  Ver s chueren , Novem­
ber 1 9 70 

The S itum and Goba r i  Ex-servicemen ' s  S e t t lement s by A .  Ploeg , 
January 1 9 7 1  

· 

Land Tenur e and E conomic Development : Problems and Pol i c i e s  
i n  N e w  Gu inea and Kenya , b y  S .  Rowt on S imp s on , R . L .  H ide , 
A . M.  Healy , and J . K .  Kinyanj u i , March 1 9 7 1  

Wou l d -be Entrepreneur s ?  A S tudy o f  Mot ivat i on i n  New Gu ine a 
by Ruth S .  Finney , May 1 9 71 

Popu l at ion Growth and S ocio-economic Change : P aper s  from 
the S econd Demography S eminar , Port More sby 1 9 7 0 ,  September 
1 9 7 1  

Langandrowa and M 1 buke , Corporate Indigenou s P l ant ati ons by 
A . M.  McGregor , December 1 97 1  

Bus ine s s  and C argo : S o c io -economic change among the Nas io i  
o f  Bou gainv i l l e  b y  E .  Ogan , 1 9 7 2  
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Leader ship and S oc i o -economic Change in S inasina by S achiko 
Hatanaka , 1 9 7 2  

Me l anes ians ' Choice :  Tadh imboko Par t icipat ion i n  the S ol o ­
mon I s l ands Cash E conomy b y  l . Q .  Lasaq a ,  1 9 7 2  
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