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her ab i l i ty t o  cope wi th her da i ly t a sk s  in  Hohola, The higher 
the numbe r  of  her a s s o c i a t i ons  ( or the more comp lex her  s o c ia l 
ne twork) the b e t ter w i l l  s he be ab le t o  cope 
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Hoho la  has the appearanc e o f  a mode l hous ing e s t a te . Sma l l  indivi ­
dual or  s emi -detached hous es  o f  grey concrete  b r i c k  or p ainted 
weatherboard are surrounded by the i r  own p lo t s  of land p lant ed wi th 
b ananas , p awpaw trees , s hrub s  and f l owe rs.  There i s  a s hopp ing b lock  
and a p r imary s choo l , t he s treets  are  lit  and there  are t e l ephone 
b oo ths  and pos t boxe s . Gre en -uni formed nurs ing s is ters  t end mo thers  
and b abies  at the  in fant we l fare c l inic , and a few s treets  away are 
the c ommunity centre and o ff i c e s  for we l fare worke r s  and o ther govern­
ment  o ff i c i a l s . 

Into thi s s e t t ing have c ome fami l ie s  from al l over the country wi th 
d ive r s e cul tur a l  and l ingui s t i c  b ackgrounds .  Many are exper ienc ing 
t own l i fe for the f ir s t t ime : a cash economy wi th wages , rent s and 
b i l ls ; a bewi lder ing var i e ty of pe op le and language s ;  hous ing and 
health  regul at i ons ; p r ob l ems o f  food purchas e and prep ar a t i on ; 
s ewerage s ys t ems and e lec t r i c  l i gh t s . 

Emo t i onal reacti ons i n  Hoho la  are vola t i le : anger c an f l are at  a 
verba l  s l i gh t , r e s entment grow at  a p er c e ived inequal i ty o f  pos s e s s i ons , 
or l aughter and danc i ng turn a friendly vi s i t  into a party . Money i s  
a lways a prob lem . A fami ly may have c as h  for three days , but none for 
the res t of the week ; p eop le are generous in he lp i ng ne i ghbours and 
r e l a t ives , but they do not forget the deb t . Rumour s and gos s ip s p read 
fas t : thi s man is s ick bec aus e years ago he ki l le d  his l over and now 
he r r e l a t ives are t aking r evenge by s orc ery ; that woman i s  pregnant 
again - i t  i s  t ime she s topped p l aying baske tb a l l  or s he wi l l  harm her 
chi ld . 

Hoho l a  p eop l e  s hare the charac t er i s t ic s  o f  t ho s e  a l l  over the wor ld 
who are inadequate ly educ ated , l ac k  experi ence  o f  urban p roces s e s , and 
e arn low wage s where l iving c o s t s  are high . Are there c harac teri s tic s 
which are pecul i ar to  Hoho l a , or to  New Guinea in genera l ? How do 
Hoho l a  peop le , us ed to vi l lage l i fe wi th i t s  intri c a t e  and forma l i sed  
s oc ial  networks o f  kinship and l i fe - l ong fr i ends h ip s , ad j us t  t o  l iving 
among s trangers ? V i l lage l i fe is bas ed on cus t omary ob l i ga t i ons , 
s ub s i s tenc e  agr icul ture and trad i t i ona l d iv i s i ons o f  l abour . What new 
p rob lems ar i s e  in Hoho l a  with i ts very d i f ferent orientat i on t owards 
t ime , s p ac e  and p roduc t i on ?  What kinds of s oc ial  group ings and p e r s onal 
relat ions hip s uni te and d ivide peop l e ? T o  what extent is  Hoho l a  a 
p ermanent and s tab l e  s e t t l ement , and how independent are i ts inhab i t ants  
of  t radi t i onal v i l l age l i fe and ob l igat i ons ? What  do peop le l ike or  
d i s l ike about the new way o f  l iving ? What  would they l ike t o  be 

x i i i  
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d i f ferent , and in what ways c an government help them? I t  was wi th 
que s t i ons of this kind that this  s tudy was concerned . The informa t i on 
p res ented in this  Bul le t in was c o l l e c t ed during re s i dence in Hohol a  in 
1962-63 . 

Al though my mos t  obvious deb t i s  t o  a l l  the Hoho l a  peop le , and 
p art i c ular ly the s amp le fami l ies , for thei r neve r - endi ng pat i enc e , I 
a l s o  owe spec i a l  thanks t o  many o thers : t o  Mr and Mrs Lep ani  Wat s on 
for the i r  ini t ia l  h e lp and introduc t i ons in Hoho l a ; t o  Mrs Mary S e rub i , 
my as s i s tant ; to  Dr  D.G . Be t t i s on , Dr R . G. C ro c ombe , Mr N . D . Oram ,  
Dr  Ann Chowning , Dr  D .  van de Kaa and Mr T .E .  Barne t t  for enc ouragement , 
advic e  and comments ; and to  Mr D .  Marsh , Mr L .  F o s ter  and many o ther. 
members  o f  t he Admini s trat i on who gave much  t ime answering que s t ions 
and s upp lying records and other valuab l e  informat i on . 
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1 9 5 6 the Admin i s tration of  Papua- New Guinea had worked out deta i l s  
for a suburb in Port to provide a c commoda tion f or a b e t t er - pa id 
c la s s  o f  urban ind r e s ident s As the barrack a c c ommoda t ion of  
pr iva t e  a nd government , de s ma for unattached ma l e s , 
wa s le s s  and le s s  , an area wa s se t a side for ' su itab le 
na t ive , Asian or mixed - blood ' residents A ion of the s it e  wa s 
e a rmarked for builde r s , firms and public authorit i e s  t o  
a c c ommoda t e  emp l oye e s , and the rema inder wa s set a s ide  for the Admin i s -
tra t i on ' s  own hou s e s tate . 

t o  Koita  people of Korob o s e a  
v i l  , then it pa s s ed to Hanuab a da people . 
t he Admini s t r ation bought land in 1956 from Hanuabadans , i t s 

1 is st i ll d and full title is s e cured . Th i s  
lead s t o  some uncerta  of t enure for house The s it e  i s  
f ive mi l e s  from the busine s s  centre of Por t  and not f a r  from 
the new educa t iona l of the Univers and Admini s t r a tive 
C o l lege . Land va lue s are like to ri s e  

C ons truction of  the estate began in 1959, eligib i 
a l l  r a c e s  in 1 9 60 and the first tenants moved in 
The 2 9 9  hou s e s  constructed 1963 contained a 
S ome 256 be to the Administration, of which 80 were occupied 
pub l i c  servants, and the rema 176 were available under the 
t enant se s cheme This involved a qua tenancy 
two year s a f t er whi ch tenant s could se  t he ir hou s e s  ove r  
a The Commonwea l th of  Works erected 2 8  
hou s e s  f or i t s  s t a f f  and 1 5  were owner s or commer c i a l 

Ove r  100  one - r oom hou s e s  concre t e  b r i ck were under cons truc-
t ion a nd o the r s  were p lanned covenant s on s were 
to range from , 5 00 to ,OOO. 

Re sea rch wa s carr ied out be fore the 
conver s i ons have been madeo 

1 

t o  dec ima l currency , s o  
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One a im o f  t he Admini s tr a t i on ' s when s e tt up t he e s t a t e  
wa s t o  encourage a s e t t led , fami ly- t ied urban work force , f o r  the 
s oc ia l  c onsequence s of  a predomina ntly unattached , migrant , male work 
f or ce had been demons tra t ed w idely in Afr ica and the re lation of 

of emp loyment t o  the a cqui s it ion of skill wa s common know-
Ye t many s of the pr oposed e s ta t e  a s  an urban s e tt�ement 
for ind people , a s  we l l  a s  a spe c t s  of the proces s of  

3 

urbanisation and ad j u s tment , rema ined unexamined when the policy 
wa s implemented. One obvious prob lem wa s whether the s tanda rd of  
a c commodation o ffered was prac t ic a l  in  re lation to  the ab  of  
t enant s to afford it s cost . Anothe r  wa s the  cons equence s , in terms 
of s ocial rela tionships , of dif ferent method s of allocat hous e s : 
whe ther distribution was t o  be ba s ed on group s of pers ons of s imilar 
t r ibal or linguistic or igin or on the of  ' firs t  come fir s t  
served ' .  Further, the nature , extent and e f f ects of l inks between 

1 Hohola re sident s and the i r  v i l lage s of  origin were lar ge ly 
unknown The se  were like t o  appea r in terms of f inancia l l o s s or 
ga in to the urban re s ident s and in the degree to which r e s ident s  
eventua l se ttled permanently in the town or became ' commut e r s ' .  

( s ee Pla t e s  3 to 8) 

The f ir s t  seventy h ous e s  cons truc ted by the g overnment we re two= and 
t hr e e -bedroom concrete  br i ck or wea t herboard bui ld ing s  'w ithout ameni -
t i e s  1 had t a r  paper or ma s onite  ce i l ings , bucke t  latr ine s , 
wooden ki t chen s inks and s hut t er s ,  and concre te f loor s . The s e c ond 
ba t ch of two-bedroom house s ,  a l t hough they had more ameni t ie s  ( cei l ing s , 
louvres  ra the r than wood en shut ters , bu i l t - in cupboar d s  and s e p t ic  
sys tems ) , cos t le s s  t o  bu i ld . The average cost of the  two b a t che s wa s 
comb ined in a s se s s ing t he rent s and only the c o s t  of  the ameni t i e s  wa s 
added t o  the second . The rent s of  the fir s t  b a t ch were det ermined a t  

4 0  per week , and 5 2c wa s added t o  cover amenitie s i n  t he s econd , 
making the ir weekly rent $3.92. 

A third b a t ch o f  semi- de tached concrete  brick hou s e s  with three 
bedrooms a nd amenit ie s wa s built later  a nd rent ed at $4 64 per week . 
The average co s t  of  t he hou s e s  wa s ca l cula ted at $ 2 , 5 1 6  and the rent 
wa s ca lcula ted to cover principal  and intere s t , land rat e s , ma intenance 
( for the firs t two yea r s  on ly) , insurance (fire only) , and management 
and defau lt  in rent payment cos t s . 

The government a t  f irs t made prov is i on for renta l  reba t e s  for certain 
income groups and family s izes . A ma rr ied man wi th two chi ldren wa s not 
to pay more than one - f ifth of his gro s s  income in rent . The rebate  wa s 
increa s ed by 40c a week for every dependent child a f te r  the s e c ond , and 
d iminis hed for each dependent fewer t han two . The minimum p o s s ible  
rent a l  wa s f ixed a t  .40 per week After  Augu s t  1 9 6 1 , h owever , it  
wa s dec ided tha t in se lec t ing future t ena nt s pre ference shou ld be g iven 
t o  those  who could pay fu l l  rent , and that a l l  rent s mu s t  be ' e conomic 
t o  the Commis s ion ' . 
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P la te 3. Ear l ie s t  d e s ign weatherb oard house  ' without  ameni t ie s ' .  

Plate 4 .  La te s t  d e s ign , l ow- c os t , dup lex wea t herboard h ouse  
( Commonwea l th Depar tment of  Works ) . 
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The tena nt s  for the f ir st sevent y  houses were very careful ly chosen 
as  they we re p ioneers  in a n  expens ive new government s cheme . Of the 95 
app l icant s , only 36 we re cons idered t o  have 'financial resources s u f ­
f i c ient to  take u p  a house ' . The re s t  were either single , h a d  s ix or 
more children , or were financially unsuitable for various r eas ons . A 
fu l l  enq uiry wa s made into each applicant's racial and village or igins , 
mar ita l s ta t us and family details, emp loyment history, a s se t s and 
l ia b i l i t ie s , hea l t h , police and government record, a nd character (two 
refere e s  were needed ) . The applications were first seen b y  the As sis tant 
Di strict Commissioner and the Housing Officer and recommendations were 
then made to the Housing Commissioner, who interviewed those selected 
a nd made a final choice. The four main criteria on which final selec­
t i on was based were that (i) the applicant be non-European, ma rried , 
and apparently over the age of eighteen years, (ii) neither he nor hi s 
wife  possess a home in the Port Moresby area above a certain s tandard , 
( i i i )  he demons t rate an ability to meet rental payments, and (iv) he 
have a n  intere s t  in eventually purchasing the dwelling, although it 
wa s recognised that a t enant's signed statement about desiring future 
pur cha se  wa s not lega l ly binding. 

The fir s t  tenants were thu s an elite group in terms of the ex i sting 
s o c i o - e c onomi c s t a ndards  o f  non- Europeans , and se le c t ion wa s s o  
r igorou s  t ha t for s ome t ime t here were a number of  emp ty hous e s , 
d e s p i t e  the cont inua l pre s s ing need f or a c c ommodation . A propo s a l  by 
o f f ic ia l s  t o  inc lude s ing le men (assuming they wou ld marry la ter or 
wou ld share with othe r  s ing le men) a nd people who wished only to rent 
and not t o  buy wa s r e j ec t ed . 

Pro s pe ctive tena nt s had to s ign an agreement not to sub-let, not t o  
have friends o r  relatives to stay, and to pay rent regularly by deduc­
t ion from s a l a ry if neces sary . If rent wa s 7 days overdue the t enant 
wou ld re ceive warning, and 14 days later notice that if he d id not pay 
immedia t e ly , he must leave within a week . The tenant a l so a greed t o  
pay for s a n it at i o n ,  garbage d i sposal , and wa ter and e lectr ici ty b ill s 
immediately af t e r  assessment. There were other lesser prov isions  in 
the agreement. All forms and agreements were written in difficult 
Eng lish legal language and numerous tenants complained that they had 
not understood them. 

The se lection of te nants in houses under the control of the Common­
wea l th Department of Works was le s s  strict than that of the Admini stra t i on ,  
wi th the employee's departmental record the main criterion. These 
tenants  had to guarantee the cleanliness of their h ouses (which were 
i ns pe cted f or tnightly) and to j oin a rent scheme whereby $2.20 to $2 . 40 
per week wa s deducted from their salary and paid to the Commission by 
the i r  emp l oye r . 

A l l  t e na nt s  rece ived s ome furni shings but the quality of quant ity 
depended on the te rms of  the contra ct or legi s la tion governing emp l oyer 
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Plate  5 .  Dup le s  two -bedr oom hous e s  - f ir s t  c oncre te d e s ign .  

Plate  6 .  La t e s t  d e s ign concrete  hou s e s , independ ent uni t s  'with  
ameni t ie s ' .  
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and Thus t he Admin i s t r a t ion wa s ob , under the ord inance 
for s ervant s ' ,  t o  provide two iron b ed s tead s , one 
copper , and s hade s f or e a ch light and one roll of t oile t 
paper . Children under s ix teen years of age were not provided with bed s. 
Firewood e , water, garbage and sanita t i on dis po s a l were 

ied free of charge. Admini s tration employe e s  above the grade o f  
Admini s t r a t i on s ervant ' re ceived none of  the s e  s e rv ice s f ree . Employe e s  

of the Corrnnonwea lth  Department of Works rece ived four bed s per hous e ,  
two small cupb oards , s ome cha ir s , a table , pot s and s ome kit chen equip-
me nt Some and wa ter service s were a l so prov ided free t o  
tenant s .  

Each h ouse  wa s fitted with an open grat e  or wood s tove depending 
upon the s cheme under which it wa s built. Obtaining firewood for 

and wa shing wa s a prob lem for many as the land surround ing 
Hohola  wa s Hanuabada v i l lage proper ty and collection , when na ture 

i t  at all , wa s t e chnically s tealing 

The ma j or empha s is in p la nning wa s to keep tenants ' c o s t s  within 
rea s onab le l imit s L i t tle a ttent ion wa s given to the pa rticular need s 
of  ind iv iduals or f ami lie s . Tha t  adjus tment had to be made by the 

s ,  and t h i s  p l a ced all the families clo s e ly s tudied in t his 
re search on a c orrnnon b a s i s  from t he s ta r t  of the ir re s idence in Hoh o la. 

one elig ible familie s1 who were living in Hohola at the 
t his study were all hou s ed in 'old Hoho la ', the on ly 

h ou s e s  that had been constructed at that time . The a re a s  of origin 
of  the  husbands , the ir inc ome ,  education and relig ion , and the number 
of pe r s on s  per dwel were as follows . 

( Thir·tie.enc hu sband s were from Rigo sub - d i s tr i c t  
from Moresby, 6 from Kairuku , 5 from Daru , 5 from 

Abau , 4 from Ke rema , 4 from Losuia , 3 from Baniara , 2 from Sinaeada, 
1 from Samarai , and 1 uncla s sified , i.e. 62.7 per cent of pe ople came 
from the Central Di s trict and 78.4 per cent from the Gulf a nd Cent r a l  
d i s t ric t s , and all from coas tal are a s  o f  Papua . The Port More sby 196 1  
census s 2 s howed that 86.7 pe r cent of  Papuans in Port More sby 
were from the Central a�d Gulf dis tr i c t s  and 62.2 per cent from the 
Cent ra l D i s tr i ct a l one . In this re spect  t he Hohola group r e f lec ted 
the pa t t ern of Por t  More s by as a whole . 

1 
i . e. with  one or more chi ld ren under f if t een years ( s ee  pp 1 3 - 1 4'for 

f or s e l e c ting famili e s  for s tudy) . 

2 A l l  Port  More sby f igure s  a re quot ed from Bett i s on and Richard s on 1 9 6 1 . 
3 

Men and women from a l l  d i s tr ic t s  of Papua repre s ent ed 85  per cent and 
9 6  per cent re s pec t ive ly of  t he tota l popu l a t i on of Por t  More s by 

t i s on and Richa rd s on 1 9 6 1 : 46) . 
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P late 7 . Ear ly c oncr e t e  two-b edroom de s ign with l ouvre s  - k i t chen 
unit  b e l ow window Not e  h ome -made furni ture and decora­
t i ons . Door on r ight lead s t o  shower . 

Plate 8 .  Ear l ie st weathe rb oard de s ign w ith wooden shutter s and ' no 
amenit i e s ' . Kitchen behind wooden s creen at r ight. Note  
e le c t r ic iron  and j ug and other equipment . S t orage s pace 
b e l ow s ink ,  under wind ow . 
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( 
average 
average 

cas h  inc ome ranged from $ 15 to $ 100 , the 
Th i s  was doub le t hat of the Por t  More sby censu s 

( in  t he Hoho la group were b e t t e r  educat ed than 
t he ge nera Por t More sby , 79 . 1  per cent hav i ng reached 
s tandard 3 or above to 41.8 per cent f or the t own as a whole . 
Whereas the s tandard mos t  commonly reached by the Hoho la me n was 
s tandard 4 ( 2 3  per cent ) , the large s t  s ingl e  group of Port Mor e s by 
men (19 per cent ) had re ce ived no educat i on at al l 

( The proport ion of  Papua Eka le s ia and Seventh Day 
Advent i s t  s in the Hohola group was approximate ly the same 
( 6 6  per cent and 6 per cent re s pe c t ive ly) as f or Port More s by as a 

who le . There were fewer Catho l ic s  ( 6  per cent ) b ut more Ang l i cans 
( 1 0 per , Me t hod i s t s  ( 8  per cent ) , and peop l e  c laiming no fai t h  

p e r  cent ) When several churche s  f irs t ied f or land there , 
Hoho la leaders opposed them for fear that thi s c ou ld furthe r d i suni t e  
the a Hoho la p opu lat ion It has been sugge s t ed that 

or 
in Hohola are replac al by area of  

(v ) The number of chi ldren under f i f t een 
Hohola averaged 2.5 as against  2 . 2 for 

The average number of person s  per dwe l l ing 
for Hoho la as again s t  6 5 for Port More The thirteen 

Hoho la househo ld s se l e c t ed for c l o s er s tudy averaged 5 . 8 per s ons , but 
in every cas e  t here wa s at leas t one re s id ent in  add i t i on to  t he primary 

The governme nt has bee n unab l e , in prac tice , t o  app ly the ru le 
forb idd v i s i t ors , and the ir re lat ive ly high s tandard o f  hous ing 

s Hoho la re s ident s  under pre s s ure to share the ir acc ommodat ion 
and other re s ource s with  l e s s fortunate kin 

D iv i s ions on denominati onal l ine s t end , h owever , to  be  on cu ltura l 
l ine s al s o , b e cau s e  o f  the orig inal agreement by the ear mi ssions to 
d ivide the int o s e parate denominat ional reg ions 



Chap ter 2 

A spec i fi c  s tudy o f  immi grant women was c ons idered impor tant as 
the i r  p re s ence , s tatus , func t ions and ad j us tment vital ly af fect  the 
t own ' s soc ial and economic s tability and growth . 

Becaus e the vi l lage r emains a key re ferenc e  group i n  de termining 
the re lat ionship s ,  dut i e s  and values o f  rec ent immi grant s , i t  s e emed 
nec e s s ary to gathe r informat i on in the areas o f  o r i g in as we l l  as i n  
P o r t  More sby . 

The roles  o f  women in  rural v i l lage s are integral par t s  o f  the who l e  
s oc ial s truc ture . The c en tral c oncept  o f  s tr uc tural role  theory i s  
that pers on s  carry out tas ks and i n  s o  do ing occupy var i ous pos i t i ons . 
The s e  thre e variab le s , tasks , pos i t ions and persons  are connec ted by  
four sets  o f  re lat ions  whi c h  in  the i r  t o tal i ty c on s t i t ute a s t ruc tural 
s y s t em .  In add i t i on , t here are interpers onal value ing re lat ion s  s uch  
as fr iend s hip and respec t , which re late the  p e r s ons  t o  eac h  o ther 
p s ycho l og ical ly (Oe s e r  and Harary 19 62  and 1 9 64) . Thi s  approach l eads 
to  the fo l lowing c ons iderat ions for thi s s tudy . When a vi l lage woman 
goes t o  Hoho la , large s e c t i on s  o f  her network o f  re lati on s , toge ther 
wi th the i r  as s oc iated tas ks , are d e s t royed . V i l lage tasks s uch as 
gardening , and ob l i gat ion s  t o  o ther s  s uch as partic ipat i on in r i tual s  
o r  c ontr ibutions  to  t he maint enanc e o f  e lderly kin , may be  abandoned . 
S imi lar ly , p o s i t i ons  s uch  as e lder s i s ter , daugh te r , mo ther ' s  s is ter  
and many o th er s , may  be  e l iminated , whi l e  the  pos i t i on o f  wi fe is  
d ras t ical ly changed . Al s o , many f r i end s hip re lat ions  are los t ( exc ep t , 
o f  cour s e , when they are maintained as memo r i e s , t o  be  revived dur i ng 
v i s i t s  t o  t he vi l lage or when v i l lager s  vi s i t Hoho la) . In  o ther word s , 
a woman who move s t o  Hoho la ini t ial ly exp er i ences  a dras t ic reduc t ion 
in the numbe r  o f  tasks and r e lati onship s wh i c h , in the v i l lage , con­
s ti tute her s oc ial role  s truc t ure . If  the findings o f  general 
p s ychology are drawn upon , one can s tate that impove r i s hed re lat i on ­
ships  lead t o  b ehavioura l  change s s uch a s  c on fus ion and reduced 
e f f i c i ency in  remain i ng task per formanc e ,  e t c . 

A woman i n  Hoho la there fore has to  learn new behaviour pat terns to  
ad j us t  t o  the new s oc i al s truc ture and it  may be pred i c ted that her 
' ad j ustmen t ' or general e f f ic iency wi l l  depend upon the acqui s i t ion of  

10  
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new p o s i t ion s  ( for examp le , i n  women ' s  c lub s ) , the deve lop -
ment o f  new fri end s hip s and the addi t i on o f  new tas ks .  Thi s formed 
the central theme o f  the i nve s t i gation . 

The res earch de s i gn env i s aged a two - ended s tudy o f  a small 
group of women in a rural vi llage and als o women from the same 
vi l living in Port More sby , t o  determine the di f ference s  b e twee n  
t h e  roles o f  the two , and the i r  e f fe c t s  o n  s uch things a s  anxie ty , 
sat i s fac t i on o r  d i s s at i s fac t i on , work and lei s ure pat terns , opportun i ­
t i e s  and d e s ire for educat i on , changes in  fami ly and friend ship 
s truc ture s  and value change s .  However , Dawn Ryan had rec ent ly s tudi ed 
a group o f  rural (Toar ip i )  women and fo l lowed i t  up by work i n  urban 
areas , s o  I c oncen t rated ins t ead on  the unique group o f  e li te women 
in Hoho la. Although the two -ende d  res earch design was abandoned , the 
s ame orien tat i on was used . 

By an intens ive s tudy o f  a small s amp le o f  e li te women , all with 
more or le s s  c ommon dome s t i c  res p ons ib i li t i es , it  was hoped to  der ive 
s uf fic i ent  evi denc e to rate each woman on two maj or s cales : one 
meas her e f f ic i ency in dealing with everyday tas ks in Hohola , the 
o ther meas uring the numbe r  and c omplexi ty o f  her as s oc i ations or her 
s o c ial ne twork I t  was als o c on s i dered nec e s s ary to c ompare thes e two 
var iab le s  with o ther fac tors  which i t  was thought.mi gh t  in fluence the 
p roc e s s  of adj us tment i n  H ohola. The two mos t  important of the s e  
( from inte lli gence and pers onali ty factors , which were not  
meas ur e d )  were trad i t ional links ( links with home vi llage s uch  as  
v i s i t s  to  and from ,  land r i ght s , etce) and urban experience ( educat i on , 
emp loyment , exp o s ur e  t o  mas s media , e t c  ) . There was als o the q ues t i on 
o f  the importance o f  the s e  two fac to r s : whe ther the women b e s t 
ab le t o  cope would have an equal and balanced degree o f  trad i t i onal and 
non- t rad i t i onal as s o c iat ions and o f  remaining v i llage t i e s  and new 
urban links ; whe ther the mor e  •urbani s ed ' women were , the le s s  t rad i ­
t ional l inks they would maintain and the bett e r  they would be ab le t o  
cop e ; o r  whe ther women s hould not be  c a lled ' urbani s e d ' i f  they s t i ll 
maintained any t rad i t ional links wi th the i r  home v i llage. 

The app roach I cho s e was to s ee a p er s on in terms of her ne twork of 
as s oc iat i on s , both t rad i t i onal and urban , and at tempt to p lace her at 
a spec i fi c  point  on a s cale of urban - tradi t i onal as s o c i ations . l I t  
was c on s i dered that thi s  p o s i t i on might p e rhap s  be the key fac tor 

her degree or  urbanisation . 2 A s ys t em was finally dev i s ed 

1 
Thi s i s  s imi lar t o  Mayer ' s  (1962) analys is o f  urbani s at i on which i s  

bas ed o n  change s  in  ne tworks in dome s t ic and non-work urban 
s i t uat i ons 
2 

I n  the s ame way , Lewis ( 19 5 9 : 1 3 )  ut i l i s ed a s ingl e  fac t or , the us e  o f  
eat ing utens i ls by  urban Mexican peasant migrant s ,  as an impor tant  key 
in determining s o c i o - e c onomic leve l s  
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in which urban and tradi t i onal inf luenc es , l inks and could 
be meas ured for each pers on and then c orre lated and inter -
corre lated wi th al l t h e  o ther fac t ors in  whi ch I was intere s tedo 

from the theore t ical need to c on s truc t a meas ure of urban­
trad i t ional i n f l uence s , the re lat ive val ue o f  the s e  re ference  group s 
may have prac t ical l ic at ions in  s uch as adul t and 
educat ion and emp F ormal educat i on c ours e s  for women for 
examp l e , may be s des ired , or alt ernat ive women may s t i l l  be 

i n  trad i t i onal terms , by thems e lves and the ir  husbands , as 
ec onomi cal in  their ro les  In educat i on , 
t eachers mus can p lan a s tri c t  t ime tab l e  and c urric ulum 
at the Hohola s choo l , or have to be  f l exib l e  to  al l ow for 
ab s enc e s  when chi ldren are s ent back to  the vi to  maintain im-

s oc ial or t o  take in a c eremony. need 
t o  know f a p ermanent work force  can be  recrui t ed from Hoho la men or 
whe ther valuab le land as s e t s  are maintained i n  home vi l t o  which 
c ontribut i on s  

to re t urn. 
or labour are s t i l l  made and where men s oon 

The trad i t i onal and urban as s oc iat i ons , l inks and exp eri enc es  o f  
the thirteen fami l i es  s tudi ed as c ertained int erview and the 
us e of a ques t i onnaire . I nt erviews and que s t ionnai res  were 
used for o ther as pec t s  o f  the s als o  I n  al l i t  t ook an average 
o f  f ive formal interviews las hours per fami to  c o l lec t al l 
the data be s t  ob tainab le by  this  means Husbands were als o int erviewed 
both to  obtain further informat i on and to  check fac t s  wives 
Further unders of the s i tuat i on was reached my c los e 

as s o c iat i on wi th the women when I l ived wi th my husband i n  

I f  this  i s  not prop erly inac c urat e  as s e s sments  
can re s u l t  e . g  in  one s tudy of fami nutri t ion in 
Hoho la , the as s e s sment of income and o f  to tal 
cas h  wage s  rec e ived and the value o f  rat i ons 
rec e ived ( i f  An enormous s ec t i on o f  what would b e  cal led  i n  this  
new s cheme ' trad i t i onal income ' was f t  
urban as s oc iates and rec e ived from home vi l 
many o f  the f t s  exchanged cons i s t  o f  food , this  omi s s ion was o f  even 
greater in a d i etary s tudy than in o thers 

2 The ques t i on s  were asked i n  when husband o r  wi fe i t  
otherwi s e  i n  Motu  and Po l ic e  Mo tu , H ula , Kiwai or Trobriand 
as s i s tant  and al l the s e  exc ep t Kiwai as 
her mother was Hula , her husband from T robriand I s land s , and s he was 

up in Port Mores by. The of the Daru woman was 
done wi th the o f  a Daru P o l i c e  Motu  
which mo s t  o f  the or l e s s er extent. 

contac t s  or Mo tu  was us ed. S ee 
for the ques t i onnaire us ed. 
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their mids t, from Oc t ober 1 9 62 t o  1 9 63 ,  in a hous e s imi l ar to  
thei r .were invi t ed t o  keep domes t i c  b udgets , v i s i t  me at any 
t ime , ft  exchange s , borrow hous eho ld i tems and at tend 

I them in  wood c o l lec  j ourneys i n  the 
loc a l  bus h , , vi s i t s  t o  marke t s  and home v i l lages , 

, a c t ivi t ies , b as ke tb a l l  game s , c lub mee t ings and 
a l l  the o ther ac t iv i t i e s  whi c h  make up a woman ' s  l i fe in Hoho l a . Much 
addi t i ona l informat i on was gathered in  this  way which a l s o  p rovided 
checks on data ob t ained in  the interviews . 

Pers onal i  and inte t e s t s  were unfor tunate ly not given , and 
i t  i s  pos s ib l e  that the di f ference s  in r anki ng wi th resp ec t to the 
var i ous inf l uences , numbers  and kinds of as s oc iat ions , and 
abi to c op e  wi th p rob lems mi gh t  be par t ly acc ounted for by the s e  
fac tors  F ur ther , the sma l l  number o f  cases  make s wide gener a l i s a t i on 

s ib l e ; there fore the i s  only s ugge s t ive of a p o s s ib le 
app roach t o  the s tudy o f  s oc ial change wi th re ference t o  rur a l -urban 

and s e t t l ement 

Women were s e le c te d  on the b as i s  of  informat i on gathered in the 1 9 6 1  
cens us from among tho s e  who had resided i n  Hohola for approximate ly two 
years , as the i r  s oc ia l  ne tworks would by then be we l l  e s t abl i shed . 
Cr i te r i a  were : 

( i )  women wi th one l d  or more the age of f i f teen year s ( in 
order to  s t udy women ' s  abili to c op e  with p robl ems their 
chi 

( i  women from fami l i es only , i.e . husband , wi fe and 
chi ldren , 

( women from di f ferent l anguage group s  ( i t  was as s umed tha t 
d istance from Por t to  home vi l l age , more s  c oncerning hous ing 
and dome s t ic ac t ivit i e s , ma le-femal e  roles and s oc ia l  s truc t ur e s  would 

vary wi th d ifferent l anguage group s ) , and 

( women only (i e not thos e wi th E urop ean 
or mixed -race  

F inal  , it  was  dec ided to  s tudy a maximum of  three  fami l ie s  from 
any one l anguage group, and di f ferent group s  were s e lec ted. 

( Mo tu women who s e  home vi l lages , c lo s e  to Port Moresby , had a 
h i s tory o f  contac t 

(ii ) Hula women who s e  home vi l lage was wi thin eas y canoeing d i s t ance 
( about e i ghty mi l e s ) o f  Por t  Moresby, and with which there is much 
c ommuni c a t i on Hul a  i s  rap i d ly undergo ing t r an s i tion t o  a c a s h  economy , 

because o f  lack o f  l and and the s ub s equent need to  buy food and 
mat e r i a l s .  



1 4  

( i i i )  Women from the d i s tant areas o f  the Trobri and I s lands and 
from Daru ( and s urround ing area )  where trad i tional s ki l ls and mor e s  
a r e  s t i l l  dominant and whe re there i s  l i t t le d ay - t o -day c ontac t wi th 
E uropeans. 

There were 6 6  p r imary fami l i e s  at  Hoh o l a  at  the t ime of the 1 9 6 1  
cens us , o f  whom 51  had c h i l dren under f i fteen years. O f  thes e ,  5 had 
moved from Hoho l a  by  the t ime of thi s s tudy and 6 d i d  not f i t  the 
c r i t er i a  e i ther bec aus e the hus band or wi fe had E ur opean parents 
(peop l e  wi th E uropean grandparents  were ac c ep ted i f  they had been 
b r ought up in a vi l l age as  a vi l l ager) , or the husband had more t han 
one wi fe  Th i s  l e f t  40 p o s s ib le fami l i e s .  

F ami l i e s  were group ed under t h e  husb ands ' language group and the 
s amp l e  group was chos en from the fol lowing 

Mot u: of the 8 f ami l ie s  with Mot u  men as  head at  the t ime of the 
c ens us , 3 had s ince moved , and 1 had three wive s , and so was exc luded . 
Three  f ami l i e s  wer e  chos en at  r andom from the remaining 4.1 

Hula: there were on ly 3 e l i gib l e  Hula fami l ie s  in  Hohol a  - in 2 the 
hus band and wi fe c ame from Hula vi l lage but i n  the third the wi fe  had 
one E urop e an p arent and was exc l uded from the s amp le .  

T robr iand I s lands :  the re were 5 fami l ie s  wi th Trob r i and I s land men 
as head. O f  thes e ,  3 had Trob r i and I s land wives and 2 had wives from 
Hul a . The l a t ter  wer e  rec l as s i f i ed into a f i fth  c a te go ry o f  mixed 
marriage s . 

Daru: there were 5 f ami l ie s  wit h  Kiwai men from the D aru area as  
head One was exc l uded b e c aus e the wi fe had one E ur op e an p arent . 
Three fami l i e s  were chos en at  random from the remaining 4 .  

F inal s amp le: thi r teen women and their fami l i e s  ( 3 2  per cent o f  the 
t o t a l  p o s s ib le )  were s e lec ted for s tudy - 3 fami l i es wi th husb and and 
wi fe from Mot u  vi l l ages , 2 fami l ie s  wi th husband and wi fe from Hula 
vi l l age , 3 fami l i e s  wi th husband and wi fe from v i l l ages in the 
Trob r i and I s lands , 3 fami l i e s  in whi ch hus b and and wi fe  were Kiwai s  
from D aru , and 2 fami l i e s  wi th husband and wi fe each from d i f ferent 
l anguage group s (wive s Hula , husbands T r obri and I s l ande r s ) Thi s  
c ame t o  a t o t a l  o f  3 4  adul t s  and 4 2  chi l dren ( 7 6  peop le , o r  an average 
of 5 . 8  p er s ons per hous e ) .  

Two hyp o thes e s  wer e  formulated. 

( i ) The numbe r  o f  a woman ' s  a s s oc i at i ons wi th o ther p eop le ( or the 
c omp lexi ty of her s oc ia l  network) is d i rec t ly re lated t o  her ab i l i t y  

They c ame from three d i f ferent  vi l lages:  P ar i , Hanuabada and Kap a 
Kapa 



t o  c op e  wi th h er dai t as ks in Hohola. The hi gher the numb er o f  her 
as s oc i a t i ons (or the ·mor e comp lex her s oc i a l  ne twork) t he b e t ter wi l l  
she b e  ab l e  t o  c op e. 

( The proc e s s  o f  new as s oc iat i ons and as s uming new 
pos i t ions wi l l  f o l l ow a certain p rogres sion : f i r s t wi th re l a t ive s , 
then wi th o ther women o f  the s ame l anguage gr oup , l ater c lubs and 
church group s  wi l l  be j oined , and f inal ly as s oc i at i ons wi l l  be formed 
wi th members  of d i f ferent c ul t ural  group s . 

Meas ures  were c ons truc ted for the var i ab l es  as  fo l lows 

( i )  

I n  Hoho l a , wi th i t s mixture o f  c ul tural group s , c ommunicat i on i s  
p ar t ic ular ly d i f ficul t - t r ad i t i onal fear and hos t i l i ty t owards 
s and the lack o f  common language s increas e the normal 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  whi c h  a l l  f ind in  forming new p er s onal networks 
or as s oc i at i ons . l 

In thi s  s tudy , as s oc iat ions were d i s t ingui s hed on the bas i s  o f  
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as  ' own l anguage ' ( tr ad i t i onal )  and ' o ther l anguage ' ( urban) . 
(As s oc iat i on s  or re l at i onship s  es tab l i s he d  anywhere o r  wi th anyone 

p e r s ons 
t i ons  
i tems . 

in Hoho l a  wer e  not inc l uded in the s tudy un l e s s the 
had moved t o  Hoh o l a  or Por t Moresby . )  As s o c i a ­

c at egory were s ub d ivided into t h e  fol lowing 

( a) a vi l l age , a woman has c ontac t s  wi th al l her 
nei ghbour s , known many o f  them s ince bi rt h. I n  an urban 
c ommuni ty s uch as  Hoho l a , where ne i ghbour s  are not arranged ac c ording 
t o  c l an or fami ly and c ul tural  group s  are s ep arated , the re 
c ould  b e  a fami ly from a d i f ferent c u l t ure on every s ide . It  was 
cons idered imp o r t ant t o  as s e s s  nei ghbour c on tac t s  t o  s ee whe ther 
p roximi ty was a det ermining fac tor in c re a t ing  new s oc i al ne tworks . 3 

( 1 9 60) , summar i s  the l i t erature , q uo t e s  evidence  t o  show 
s o c i a l  c ommunic at i on c an l e ad t o  the deve l opment o f  

and hys t e r ic a l  mani fe s tat i ons 

2 It was found d i f f ic ul t during t o  keep p eop l e  s u f f i c i ent ly 
interes ted to  enab l e  a fai r ly accurate l i s t  o f  their c on t ac t s  t o  b e  
made; s o  as  a check  on this , respondent s  ( , unfortunate ly , the 
D aru s amp were as ked later by  a s ec ond interviewer ( the author ' s  

ter  and c o -worke r )  to add to  or change the name s they had given 
ly . Pers onal obs erva t i ons of v i s i tors , e t c. , were a l s o  noted . 

3 Thi s  was found t o  b e  s o  in new Eng l i s h  hous ing e s t a t e s , c f .  Young and 
W i l lmot t  1 9 57 , D ur rant 1 9 3 9 , and Mi t che l l  and Lup ton 1 9 5 4 . 
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A ne i ghbour was de f ined as a pers on l iving wi thin a rad ius o f  twenty 
hous e s  with whom a reciprocal  re lat ions h ip was maint ained . l 

( b )  F riends : d e f ined as peop l e  who are not ne i ghbours but who 
regularly exchange vi s it s , food , oc cas i onal ly eat  toge ther and a l s o  
exchange he lp wi th chi ldren , money and pers onal p rob lems . 

( c ) peop l e  who are ne i ther s p ec ial  friends nor 
neighbour s , wi th whom occas i onal reciproc a l  contac t s  are made for 
the s ame p urp o s e s  as  wi th fr i ends . 

( d) 2 contac t o ther than forma l  mee t ings even i f  regular. 
Thus the man who c a l led  weekly to read the e l ec tr i c i ty me ter  was not 
counted , and a leader of a women ' s  c l ub would be counted only i f  
c on t ac t s  out s i de her formal t asks were made ( e . g  i f  s he was invi ted 
into a woman ' s  hous e and g iven t ea , or  if  she  invi t ed the woman 
accord ingly) . 

S c ores for each s ub -c ategory ( trad i t iona l / urban as s oc i at ions) and 
i t em ( fr i ends , nei ghbour s , e t c . )  were total led s eparat e ly . When added 
t oge the r they formed the t o t a l  s core of ' as s o c i a t i ons ' .  A pers on wi th 
many s uch r e l at i onships  was s c ored h i gher than one with few . 3 

In de fining an a s s oc i a t i on the emot i ona l q ual i ty was omi t ted as  t oo 
di f f i c u l t  t o  meas ure , and ins t ead more c onc r e t e  and obs ervab l e  fac t ors  
s uch a s  regular vi s it ing , food  or  o ther gift  exchange s , and c ommuna l  
e a t ing  were inc luded . A fur ther d i f ficulty  was that Mo tu  p eop l e in 
part i c ular do no t c ommonl y  us e name s of  acqua intanc e s  and thus a woman 
woul d  be re ferred to as ' Al u ' s mo ther or ' Jo s eph ' s  wi fe ' . Knowledge 
of name s was there fore not cons i dered a nec e s s ary c r i t e r i on fo r 
inc lus i on , a l though knowl edge o f  area o f  or i g in , numbe r  o f  chi ldren , 
and s ome knowledge o f  husband ' s  work was . Two Mot u  women whos e home 
v i l l ages were in the Port  Moresby area found i t  d i f ficul t to l i s t a l l  
tho s e  with whom they had as s oc i a t i ons in  the i r  own l anguage group i n  
Por t More s by , and in  the l ight o f  d i s c us s i ons wi t h  them an e s t imat e  
o f  twenty s uch as s o c iat ions was used 

This  f i gure is  a comp romi s e . B e l s haw ( 1 9 5 7 : 1 9 )  no ted tha t  c l as s i fi ­
c atory kinship termino logy was us ed for mos t  members  o f  a Hanuabada 
(Mo t u) whi c h  cons i s ted o f  about twenty hous e s , idea l ly s i tuated 
toge ther . The average number o f  hous e s  in Motu  iduhu out s i de Hanuabada 
i s  p robab ly c ons iderably le s s . Landtman ( 1 9 2 7 : 8 ) found that s ome Daru 
c ommunal hous e s  c ontained up t o  three clans . Jay ( 19 64 : 1 39 ,  no te 1 6) 
q uo t e s  res earch in China i n  which a nei ghbourhood group ing or s hanl in 
was d e f ined as the f ive hous eho lds  on each s id e  of any given res idenc e . 
2 

No t app l i cab le , o f  c ours e , to  trad i t i onal as s oc i at ions c ategory . 
3 

For comp le te s c or ing d e t ai l s  s ee Append i x  2 



( 

The maj or lems in Hoho l a  were regarde d for thi s s tudy as thos e 
wh ich the women thems e lves cons idered to b e  common prob lems Many 
p eop l e  in Hoho l a  and holding pos i t i ons o f  respons ib i l i ty s uch  

17  

as  nurs es , we l fare o f ficers  and women ' s  c lub leaders  were interviewed , 
and the p rob lems they s ugge s ted  were divi ded into three group s  or 
s ub -c ategorie s : tho s e  c oncerned with c oncep tual s kills , hous eho l d  
management ,  and chi ld c are. 

j ud gment s  of good or b ad , e f f i c i ent or  i ne f fi c i en t  
'cop ing ' were avoided by recogni s ing that i n  Hoho l a  many o f  the 
p rob l ems are as soc iated wi t h  rules  and regulat i ons wh ich have s p ec i fi c  
s anc t i ons i f  they a r e  b roken. F o r  examp le , Hoho l a  women have agreed 
t o  keep a t enancy rule  wh ich s tates  tha t  they wi l l  be l iab l e  for 
evi c t ion if c e r t ain s tandard s  of c l eanlines s are not maintained. I t  
fo l l ows then that thos e who keep thi s  rule c ope b e t ter than thos e who 
do not s ince they a l one wi l l  retain the i r  home s .  Thus a s c a l e  c an be  
cons t r uc te d  on whi c h  a woman who maintains a c er t ain  habi tua l  degree 
of hous eho l d  c l ean l ine s s is p laced higher than a woman maintai ning a 
le s s er degree. In a l l  c at e gori e s  a s imi lar ' realit y '  app roach was 
made in eva l uat i on. 

al l i t ems in thi s s ub -c at e gory required 
s ome future as  we l l  as an immediate  respons e t o  a 
p res ent p roblem. A woman was ra ted h i gher i f  s he s howed s ome degree 
of futur e  p lanning or if her ac t iv i t ie s  ind icated that s ome p lanning 
had them , and that they were no t merely unorgan i s ed respons e s  
t o  immedia t e  p rob l ems . Again , p l anning was not j us t  a n  arb i trary 
ideal , for the c ons eque nc e s  of non -p l anning had d i s advantage s and 
s anc t i ons in Hoho la . 

Money : p rob l ems o f  p ay ing bi l l s  and al locat ing money t o  a l l  im­
portant needs had to be faced by a l l women . I t  was as s umed that 
p lanned and rat i onal d i s t r ibution o f  money over s evera l imp o r t ant 
nec es s i t i e s  was b e t te r  than exp end i t ure on a few l uxur i e s  Women who 
budgeted , bought in bulk or kep t a bank ac count  rated higher than thos e 
who d id not. Minus s c ores  were g iven for oversp ending o f  wage s , c re d i t  
long overdue at  s tores , o r  regul ar borrowing and deb t s , s ince the s e  
inevi t ab c reated p rob lems . After  much r e arrangement o f  i tems , the 
inc lus ive c oncep t of b udge ting rep l ac e d  the us e of the i t ems of p l anning , 
s pending , b anking , the keep ing of account s , bulk b uying and over s p endi ng 
whi ch wer e  ori gina l ly s c ored s ep ar a te ly . F inal budge ting s cores  are the 
res ul t  of answer s  to spec i fic ques t i ons , obs ervat i ons o f  women ' s  dai ly 
ac t iv i t i e s  over s everal months and the keeping of  budge t books for one 
month ( two p ay per iods ) . In the l a t ter , t en fami l i e s  were as ked t o  
r e c o r d  a l l  money and gi f t s  whi c h  c ame i n t o  the hous e , a l l  money s p en t  
at  t h e  l oc a l  s t ores and marke t and o n  ente r t ainment s ,  g i f t  giving , 
e tc . , and the number o f  vis itors  per  day. The s e  books , checked dai ly , 
were kep t extreme ly well and were a valuab le s ourc e  o f  informa t i on 
The theory o f  b ud ge t ing was bas ed on Wes t ern l it e ra t ur e , but change s 
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were made i n  c ategor i s ing bas ic  and o the r needs  t o  mee t  the very 
di f ferent c ond i t ions of  P ap ua -New Guinea . l 

Rent : Admini s tration emp loyees  have the i r  rent deduc t ed from their 
wages , but for non-Admini s t rat ion employees , irre gular payments of  rent 
have the u l t imat e  s anc tion o f  evic t i on .  Hence the ab i l i ty to c op e  wi th 
thi s  p rob lem was me asured in terms of regularity of rent p aymen t ,  
extent  o f  indebtednes s ,  e tc . , as  der ived from government rec ord s . 

E l ec t r i c i t y :  s eve ral  peop l e ment i one d the d i f f i c ul ty o f  f inding 
s hi l l ings for the i r  e lec t r ic i ty me ter . Thos e  who had a l t ernat ive 
l i gh t ing , or  s tored extra  s hi l l ings in a s afe p lace , rec e ived a h i gher 
s core . 

F irewood : th i s  i s  ne eded for was hing and c ooking as only wood c oppers , 
wood s toves or  op en grates  exi s ted in Hoho l a  at  the t ime o f  the s urvey . 
Wood i s  d i f ficul t t o  c o l lec t near Hoho l a , but i f  bought i t  c os t s lOc  
per b und l e  and las t s  only about one day . A woman s cored h i gher on 
ab i l i ty t o  c op e  if  she c o l lec ted  wood hers e l f , us ed a p rimus , or s e t  
money as ide regularly t o  b uy wood . 

T ime o rgani s at ion :  an ind igenous we l fare o f ficer , s ome husb and s , and 
the women thems e lv e s  comp laine d  that many women found i t  d i f f i c ul t t o  
organi s e  thems e lves in the i r  new env i ronment and s pent much t ime s leep ­
ing o r  gamb l ing . Mea s u_re s  were t hus c ons t r ue ted t o  ind icate  the extent 
of dai ly o r  weekly work rout ines - p l anning for mea l s , s hopping , wood 
c o l lec t ing , c leaning and so on . 

S hopp ing and food prep arat ion wer e  p ar t i c ular l y  d i f f ic ul t. Many 
women did  not know how to cook or us e o ther than t r ad i t i onal food , b ut 
i t  was impos s ible t o  b uy o ther than ' E urop e an ' food in  H oho l a  t r ade 
s tore s . T r ad i t i onal foods were avai l ab le at Koke marke t , s everal mi les  
away , but t r ave l l ing  there cos t s  extra t ime and money . Furthe r , unl i ke 
p op u l ar ' Europ e an ' foods s uch  as bread and b i s cui t s , mos t  t r ad i t i onal 
foods need c ooking and the r e fore more fue l. As s e s s ment o f  a woman ' s  
ab i l i ty t o  c op e  wi th t h i s  p rob l em inc luded not e  o f  whe ther s he c ooked 
extr a  food to eat c o ld dur ing the day , whe ther s he s upp l emented t rad i ­
t i onal food wi th s imp l e  imp or t ed food , o r  s upp lemented p urchas ed food 
by her own f i s hing and garden produce . 

C h i l dren ' s  fut ure : the degree t o  whi c h  a woman cons idered the future 
of he r chi ldren was an impor t ant fac tor in as s e s s ing her total  con­
c ep tua l s ki l l s . I f , for examp le , she wanted t hem t o  l earn Wes tern 
s ki l l s  there were s uch  p rerequi s i t es  as  regu l ar s choo l ing , t ime for 
home s t udie s , encouragement in the us e of Eng l i s h , and conformi ty to 
c e r t ain  Wes tern s oc i al  cus t oms . 

D i s c us s i on wi th s enior P ap uan and New Guinean t eachers and the i r  wives , 
fo l lowing a p aper  on b udge t ing g iven by the author in 19 63  at the Por t 
Moresby T e ac her s ' C o l l e ge , was mos t  use ful here . 
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P la t e  9 .  S ome women ' s  tas ks - gardening . 

P l at e  1 0 . C ar ing for chi l dren and c ooking. 



20  

( b )  H ous eho l d  hous eho ld c onvenienc e s , s torage , furni s h -
ings , improvements , and c l eanl ine s s were inve s t i gated t o  
as s e s s  a woman ' s  ab i l i ty to  c op e  with hous eho l d  p rob lems . Hoho l a  
women ' s  own a t t i tud e s  to  the s e  c an b e  s een in a report o f  a hous e 
insp ec t ion made by the women ' s  c lub c ommi t tee on 1 9  F ebruary 1 9 63 
( the women c once rned are not nec e s s ar i ly from the s amp le ) : 

i .  - - ' s  hous e i s  kep t very we l l .  She has p ut good mat s  in 
two rooms and al s o  make s the b ed s  we l l , and her husband he lp s 
her and he hims e l f  made a t ab l e . She c le ans around the hous e 
and looks after the kitchen . 
i i  - - did  not c lean her hous e 
1 1 1 . - - ' s  hous e i s  very good Two rooms have been kep t c lean 
and a l s o  the verandah . Lot s o f  flower s  have b een p l anted . 

A woman ' s  knowledge o f  re lat ive food value s l and her hand l ing o f  
r ub b i s h  disposal  were a l s o  as s e s s ed . I n  Hohol a  there was a b i -weekly 
rubb i s h  c o l l e c t i on wi th s anc t i ons for tho s e  who did not c o -operate. 

S ewing i s  taugh t  at mos t  p rimary s choo l s  and 
and i s  s een by many women as an es s ent i a l  t as k .  
more economic a l  than b ough t ones , and i t  was on 
women ' s  s ewing ac t ivi t i e s  were as s e s s ed 

a t  a l l  women ' s  c lub s , 
H ome -made c lo thes  are 

thi s bas i s  that a 

( c )  he a l th : a s  i n  any environment , Hoho la  women found 
the maint enanc e o f  hea l th and c op ing wi th i l lnes s  a p rob l em .  Thus , 
p rophylac t i c  mea s ures t aken by each woman were as s e s s ed : was hing , 
p rovi s i on o f  mos q ui to net s , approp r i ate c lo th ing , and at tendance at 
the materna l and chi ld we l fare c l inic 2 

Toi le t training : s ever a l  c omp laints  were made by re s i dent s that s ome 
chi ldren used the roads for excre t i on . As th i s  l eads t o  troub le wi t h  
o f f i c i a l s  and nei ghbour s  and i s  a hea l th r i s k , lack o f  toi le t  training 
s cored low .  

C ontro l : women cons idered that chi ldren need s ome d i s c ip l ine and 
that uns up ervi s ed p lay was dangerous in Hoho l a , where trucks and cars  
s p ed p as t. Parenta l  cont r o l  was there fore as s e s s ed .  Further , peop l e 
c omp lained that f i gh t ing  b e tween chi ldren l ed to fac t ions develop ing 
among the adul t s , genera l ly a l ong language and c u l t ur a l  l ines . Al l 
p eop l e  ques t i oned b e l i eved that i t  was extreme ly importan t  to 
d ivide  Hoho l a  b ut to  uni te everyone into one c ommuni ty . Women who l e f t  
the i r  chi ldren to s ort  o ut the ir own minor d i f fe renc e s  were given a 
h i gher r a t ing than thos e who j oined in or us ed them as an excus e t o  
further the i r  own adul t c on f l ic t s . 

Answers  t o  ques t ions on thi s were eval uat ed by a pro fe s s ional 
d ie tic i an. 

2 This  was che cked by  c l inic a t tendanc e records , and the c l inic  s i s ter 
( her s e l f  a Hoho l a  r e s ident ) made an as s e s sment of  each woman ' s  degree 
of c o - operat i on in fo l lowing t re atment , e t c . 
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E duc at ion : i t  was as s umed that for a t imet ab led , s tr ic t ly organ i s e d  
c ur r i c ulum t o  b e  of maj or bene f i t  t o  a c h i l d , r e gu l ar s chool  a t t endanc e 
was nec e s s ary . The s choo l reported tha t many chi ldren were abs ent  for 
days and we re o ft en s ent home to  their v i l l ages . 1 

A maj or d i  in s c or ing ab i l i ty t o  c op e  was tha t  s ome ques t ions 
we re not app l ic ab le to  a l l  women , e . g .  s ome fami l i es rec eived free wood , 
or  did  not have t o  p ay rent or  e l e c t r ici ty b i l l s . I n  a l l  s uc h  c a s e s  

was c ar r ie d  out by a s s uming that t h e  informant ' s  s co re on 
the i tems which were not app l ic ab l e  wou l d  have b een s imi lar to her s c ore 
on o ther i t ems 

S evera l  d i f ferent ways of s co r ing ab i l i ty to cope were t r i ed . 2 

S co re s  were c a lculated for the c ategory as  a who l e , for the three 
s ub ( conc ep t ua l  s ki l l s , hous eho l d  management , chi ld c ar e )  
and f o r  c omb inat i on s  o f  the s e .  F inal ly , a c at egory - urban p rob l ems -
was made , c ons i s  o f  various i tems from each o f  the s ub -c at e gor i e s  
whi c h  were f i e  t o  Hohola o r  an urban environment , b ut exc luding 
t ho s e  wi th which women would have had to cope  in thei r  v i l l age environ­
ment . I n  o ther words , they were new t as ks , r e l a t ed to  a woman ' s  new 
p o s i t ion as ' urb an wi fe ' , for examp le , deal ing wi th money and s hopp ing 
b ut not chi  or c ooking t r ad i t i onal foods . The  s c ore s from 
this  and o ther s ub -c at e gories  were corre l at ed • 

• 3 wer e  
o ther than t h a t  s upp l ied by  

each  i t em o f  hous eho l d  equipment , 

Hus b and -wi fe r e sp ons ib i thi s  was as s e s s ed t o  s ee whe ther 
changes  i n  trad i t ional  areas of hous eho l d  respons ib i li ty f o l l owed 
mi grat i on to  Hoho l a  A h i gh s c ore i nd i c a ted that a wi fe had more 
resp on s ib i l i ty for dome s t ic a f fairs  than her husband , i . e .  s egrega t i on 
o f  roles  - the typ ic a l  v i l l age p a t t ern ; a l ow s core indicated the 
oppos i t e , whi l e  an intermediat e  s c ore ind i c ated  that s ome t a s ks were 
s hared by b o th husb and and wi fe . 

( i i i )  

( a) coming t o  Hoho l a , women had b een 
exp o s ed that wer e  l ike ly to  a f fec t the i r  cho i c e  
o f  as s o c i a t ions and their  ab i l i ty t o  c op e  wi th the new env i ronment .  

S choo l attendance r o l l s  wer e  c ons u l t ed and the he ad t e acher made an 
as s e s sment of p arent s ' c o - oper a t i on wi th the s choo l 
2 

S e e  App endi x  3 for d i f ferent scor ing s ys t ems for ab i l i ty to  c op e . 
3 Thi s  i t em ,  a l though regarded as ' other variab le s ' and s o  s c ored 
s ep ara t e ly from ab i t o  c op e , is  inc l uded here as it is  r e l ated to 
hous eho l d  mat ters  

4 A . f s p revious ootno t e . 
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Prominent among the s e  were their  as  res ident s in towns , 
thei r  emp h i s  , educ at i on , expos ure t o  mis s ionary 
number of languages spoken in addi tion to the vernac ular , p lace o f  
b i r th o f  the i r  chi l dren ( in hospi t a l s  or not ) , war exp e r i enc e , exp o s ure 
to  r ad io and o ther mas s med ia , l and experi ence  of c ommi ttee work or 
p ar t i c ip at i on in non - t r adit ional forms o f  I have in-
c luded a l l  the above in the c ategory ' urban even though 
s uch as radio c an exis t out s ide  t owns This i s  p ar t ly b e c aus e 
the bulk of the s e  , a t  the t ime the Hohol a  women were 
s ub j ec t  t o  them , in fac t t ook p lace in or  emanated from t owns , and 
p ar t ly b e c aus e they are a l l  b a s ed o n  imported sys t ems o f  

, , t e chno l ogy , ins t i tutions , and above a l l , the acc umula -
t i on o f  theore t ic a l  knowledge t ransmi t ted b y  imper s onal me ans . 2 The 
s cores of th i s  c at e go ry of ' urban when added to the s c or e s  
o f  ' urban as s oc iat i ons ' r e s ul ted in  a t otal  s core c a l l ed ' urb ani s a t i on '  

Res i denc e  h i s t ory : peop le who had l ived i n  a t own rather than on a 
government s ta t ion received a higher s c ore as  would have had more 
opp or tuni ty for c ontac t wi th the s e  urban p ro c es s e s . S c or ing was bas ed 
on the s i ze of  the Eur op ean p opulat i on of  t owns . 3 I n  thi s  i tem ,  as  in 
a l l  thos e invo lving the concep t of t ime , e s t imat e s  do not p r e tend to  
any degree o f  accuracy 

Languages :  a woman ' s  knowledge of l anguage s does not nec e s s ar i  
corre l a t e  wi th urbani s a t i on , b u t  i t  s eems l ike ly that urban women speak 
mor e  l anguages  than r ur a l  ones , and that the urban s e t t ing both fac i l i ­
tates  and enc ourage s the of r e l evant l anguages . 4 In P apua-New 

S tudi e s  o f  c ommunic a t i on behaviour have shown that the degree o f  
exp o s ur e  t o  mas s medi a  ( p ar ti c ul ar l y  for ins t r umenta l  p urp o s e s ) i s  
c los e ly re l ated t o  what  i s  here c a l led  urban i s a t i on and what  o thers 
have c a l l ed c os mop o l i t anism ( s ee Mer t on 1 9 5 7 : Chap ter X ,  Kat z  and 
Laz ar s fe l d  1 9 5 5 , O e s er and Emery 1 9 58 : 10)  
2 ' Urbani zat i on i s  a t o f  pas t in urb anis ed c ontext s , 
that i s , in c ontexts whi c h  have the charac t er i s t i c  o f  an 
ins t r umenta l  at t i t ude to knowledge That i s , knowledge becomes 
gene r a l ly or  pub l ic ly holdab l e ; i s  tes t ab l e  by means o th er than 
p er s onal p rac t i c e  and exp e r i enc e ; is transmi t ted by impers onal means , 
s uch  as  b ooks , and by t eachers who are ins t i tut i ona l ly and phys i c a l ly 
remo t e  from t he p lac e s  o f  work and p roduc t i on ;  p rob l ems tend to  b e  
s o lved theore t ic a l ly b e fore they a r e  tackled  in p r ac t i c e ' (Oes er and 

19 58 : 9 ,  1 0 )  
3 S ee App endix 2 
4 G l as s and B i es heuve l ( 1 9 6 1 :  , for examp le , s ugges t that lur e  t o  
under s tand the l anguages o f  the dominant group s imp o s e s  a l imi tat i on 
on the range o f  meaningful inf luenc e s  t o  which men are expos ed , and may 
a f fec t the i r  ac cep t ance or e c t i on o f  the new environment ' .  They 
s ugge s t fur the r  that f a i l ure to learn l anguage s ' may be a r e s i s t ance 
to  the s timul i  b y  this  environment ' 
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o f  one was two di f ferent 
two than three , e t c . 

s inc e the p lace o f  work had been s coFed in 
it was dec ided t o  us e l evel  of s ki l l ( us the 

indicated in p lus the number o f  ye ars 
worked 

c eremony : urban has a f fec ted the t rad i t i onal 
ins t i tut i on The kind o f  ceremony in whi ch coup l es  

may b e  r e lated t o  the ir  degree o f  expos ure t o  out s ide 
in f l uenc e s and the maintenance o f  t r ad i t ional values . I t  was c on-
s idered that  a c us marr iage ceremony s hould s core l eas t with a 

s core for at  church or d i s t r i c t  o ff i c e . A coup l e  who 
had no formal or c eremonial  marr i age would s eem to have ent ered a third 
s in whi c h  the nec e s s  o f  a formal marriage ceremony of any kind 
i s  que s t i oned G l as s  and ·Biesheuve l ( 1 9 6 1 : 4) des c ribe thi s p roc e s s  
among urban Afri c ans i n  S outh Afr i c a  as  a trans i t ional form wi th far ­

' s oc ia l  and p s ychological  imp l i c at i ons 

At tendance at  c lub s and ac t iv i t ie s : the s ame res earchers  
found that  the ty o f  pe  in the i r  African s amp le who had no 

group a f f i l iat i ons ' were ' rura l ' men , in c ont ras t t o  
' urb anis e d ' men who in re and mutua l  
a i d  b odie s . 

women fe l t  ob l i ged to  maintain and 
cer t ain c onnec t ions wi th the i r  vi l l ages o f  The s e  

i nc l uded vi s i t s  t o  t h e  vi l , the v i s i ts o f  relatives to  Hoho l a , 
f t  t o  and from the vi l , re tent ion o f  t o  

, and in trad i t ional c e remoni e s . 
The s e  s o - c a l led ' trad i t i onal l inks ' toge ther with the ' trad i t i onal 
as s oc iat ions ' were c a l led  ' t rad i t i ona l i sm ' , in c ont ras t wi th 
1 urbani s at i on ' . 

i t  was as s umed that all p eop l e  s ome o f  mixed -
would have s ome land In vi l l ages  c lo s e  to Port  

l and and even regis tered t i t l es are now 
many Thi s  was s c or ed h i gh on the as s ump t i on that 

ind ivi dua l  would  exert  more a t t rac t ion to  r e t urn to the home 
vi than would mer e  to  c l an l and I n  thi s i t em ,  the 
husband ' s  s c ore s were added to  thos e of his wi fe , as his r i ghts  to 
l and and trees were j us t  a s  much a trad i t i ona l l ink for her , res i denc e 

local in a l l  s amp l e  group s . 

C e remonie s : in areas l ong under mi s s ion influence and c los e to  Por t 
, Chr i s t ian feas t or event s s uc h  as the of a c hurch  

are  c e l ebrated wi th t r ad i t i onal feas t r i tual . It  was dec ided t o  s core 

1 
S ee 2 .  



r e turns t o  s uch v i l l ages for c e l ebrat i on o f  Chr i s tmas and E as ter , as 
we l l  as r e t urns for fune r a l , marr i age or harve s t  fes t iv i t ies.  S c or e s  
were a l s o  g iven f o r  t h e  c e lebrat ion o f  the s e  in t h e  v i l lage manner in  
Hoho l a . 

Re s ide nc e  o f  r e l at ives : thi s  was not inc l uded in the f ina l s c oring 
bec aus e informat ion was inc omp le te. 

( c ) this  variab l e  inc ludes  more per s onal 
fac tors  it  was  though t  would he lp a wi fe adj us t t o  the  tnwn 
s i tua t i on :  the urban exp er i enc e and i ncome o f  he r husband , the i r  age s 
and her husb and ' s  at t i tude s to  her t as ks and t o  her forma t i on of  a new 
ne twork o f  as s oc iat i ons Q 

The s cor ing o f  income was d i f f icul t .  The p os s ib le s ourc e s  o f  income 
were many and inc l uded wages , mat -making and o ther handi c ra f t s , g i f t  
exchange s ,  r a t i ons , the c ontribut i ons of  re lat ives who v i s i ted o r  
s tayed , and p roceeds  from gardening and f ishing . F i shing was exc luded 
in  s c or ing as no husb ands in the s amp l e f i s he d  regular ly , and few even 
occas i onal ly. Women c o l l ec ted  s he l l - fi s h  irregular ly , but the amount 
was ins i gni f ic ant Prod uc e  from food gardens was mor e  important but 
was  omi t ted from s c or ing as  it  was a sma l l , s e as onal and erra t i c  s ource  
o f  income and p robab ly the  larges t would y i e l d  on ly 25c  to  5 0c wor th of  
food  a week . E xpend i ture on  gi f t s  was  app roxima t e ly equa l  t o  the  value 
o f  g i f t s  rec e ived . The average inc ome from gi f t s  was 28. 2 per  c en t  o f  
the t o t a l  fami ly income , whi l e  average exp end i ture o n  g i f t s  was 14  per  
c en t  of  the  t o t a l  income , and ave rage exp endi t ur e  on s t imulant s was 
a l s o  14  per c ent ( s ee T ab le 8) . S t imul ant s , however , are s oc i al ly 
enj oyed and us ed as  gi f t s , and thei r  c os t , p lus  exp endi ture on extr a  
meal s  g iven t o  v i s i tors , eas i ly make s up t h e  d i f ferenc e  o f  14  per  c ent 
b e tween income from g i f t s  and exp end i tur e  on s p ec i f ic g i f t s . l I n  o t her 
word s , it  was found that gi ft  exchange provided nei ther p ro fi t nor los s .  
Henc e , i n  s corin g  income , i t  was fina l ly dec ided t o  us e only c ash  inc ome 
and the c ash  val ue o f  rat i ons received 2 

The evolving o f  an adequate  s c or ing sys t em was the mos t  d i f fi c u l t  
p ar t  o f  t h e  r e s earch de s i gn and i t  i s  not as s umed t h a t  t h e  f inal  
s c or ing sys tem is  the mos t  ac c urate  p os s ib le. The s coring o f  many 
i tems required obs erver evaluat i on and thi s woul d  probab ly have been 
more re l i ab le had s ever a l  j ud ge s  b een us ed t o  pool  and adj us t  rat ings . 

As there were s o  few c as e s  in the s amp le , i t  d i d  not s eem p r ac t ic a l  
to c orre late  and inter - c orre late  al l i tems meas ured i n  the s ever a l  

S e e  Chap ter 5 .  
2 

F igur e s  were ob tained from fami ly b udget books , C ommonwea l th Dep ar t -
ment o f  Works rec ords , ques t i onna i re s  and government rat ion s c a l e s . 



P la t e  1 1 . C o l l e c t i ng s he l l - f i sh . Thi s inv o lves trave l l ing s evera l  
mi l e s  from Hoho la . 

P la t e  1 2 . I n  c ont ras t ,  women in a Mo tu  v i l l age c an f i s h  from the 
front verandah & 

25  
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var iab le s , s o  there i s  no s tat i s t i ca l  j u s t i f i cat i on for ca l l ing the 
categor ie s and sub - categor i e s  t rue s ca le s . Items we re mer e ly grouped 
int o  the vari ou s  cat egor ie s on an arb i t rary bas i s  fo l lowing pe r s ona l 
ob s e rvat ion , d i s cus s ion and a rev iew of  re levant l it e ra ture . 

( i ) 

(b) 

( i i )  

( a )  

(b )  

(c) 

Cont act  with ne i ghbour s from language groups o the r t han own 
verna cular 

Fr iend sh i p s  wit h peop le from language group s othe r t han own 
ve rnacu lar 

Contact  with any other pe ople from language group s other 
t han own verna cular 

Contact  with Eur opeans 

Contact with ne ighbours  s peaking same vernacular as s e l f  
F r iend ships  with people s peaking same vernacular a s  se l f  
Contact  wit h  any other pe ople  s peaking s ame v e rna cu lar a s  

se l f  

Bud ge t  
Re nt 
E l e c t r ic ity 
F irewood 
T ime organ i s a t i on 
Shopp ing 
Food prepa ra t i on 
Ch i ldren ' s  fut ure 

F ood s t orage 
Food va lue 
Rubb i sh d i s p os a l  
Ma intenance 
Sewing 
Improvement s 

S chool  a t t e ndance 
C l ini c a t t endance 
C lean l ine s s  
Mo squi t o  ne t s  
Toi let  t raining 
Puni shment o f  ch i ldren 
Chi ldren ' s  f ight ing 



( i ii )  

(a) 

(b ) 

( c )  

( d )  

Re s idence h i s  : Hoh o la , other coun tri e s , t owns and 
ou t stati ons 

Educationa l h i s t ory 
h 

to mas s  med ia : rad io ,  books magaz ine s , newspapers ,  
f ilms 

ceremony 
s 

Club and commit t e e  membership 
Re .... ...... """ ..... '"' . , 

of ch i ldren (wi fe 
War experience (hu sband on ly) 

Fami extent of  l ink s with h ome v i l  
Land r t o  land , land und er cu l t ivat i on ,  tree s ,  

hou s e  
V i l  
Part ion in  ceremoni e s  
Club and c omm i t t ee membership 
Re lat ive s v i s it 
G i f t  

(husband and wi f e )  

Inc ome 

Husband on ly : 
At t i tud e s  t o :  wife ' s  social  ac t ivit ie s , hous ehold management 
Urban 

Wife  
At t itud e s  t o : Hoho la and future , intended 

in Hohola 

E le c tri c 
Pot s 

Rooms 
Anima l s  

of  re s idence 

The fol it ems do not form a t otal i t y  (as d o  the other cat egor ie s )  
and have b een t e s ted s eparat e ly . 
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( e )  (husband and w i f e )  

Money 
Account s 
Shopp ing 
F irewood c o l l e c t  
Garde ning 
Housework 
Chi ldren 

L i s t s  o f  que s t ion s  were arranged for every item in each cat egory 
and sub - category . 1 The s e  were subd iv ided int o  t he fo l l owing f our ma in 
s e c t i ons , t hree for wive s , and one f or hu sband s . 

Ident i f icat ion data , h i s t ory of  r e s idence , 
, and marriage , par t ic ipa t i on in ceremoni e s , r e la -

t iv e s ' p lace of r e s idence , g i f t  exchang e s , v i s it ing and b e ing v i s i ted , 
r ight s  t o  land or tree s , and language s . 

equipme nt . 

expe r i ence . 

A s s o c iat ions ( trad i t i ona l and non- t rad i t i ona l ) , 
commit tee s . 

Ab i l i ty t o  cope with ta sks and prob lems at  
management , chi ld care , conceptua l  ski l l s , a t t i tude s , 

Re levant s e c t ions o f  wife ' s  que s t i onna i re 
c o l le c ted on hu sband ' s  a t t i tude s and urban 

High / l ow d i chotomy : a f t er f ina l s c or ing for  each i tem , sub- cat egory 
and cat egory , 2 s core s were arranged int o a h igh / low d i chotomy s o  tha t  
s t a t i s t i ca l  te s t s  c ould be  app l ied . T o  ensure t hat th i s  s p l i t  wa s 
determined ob j e c t ive ly ,  severa l sys tems were tried and i t  wa s fina l ly 
dec ided t o  use  the med ian s c ore s  in each ca tegory . 

The ave rage wage in Port More sby ( $ 1 6  20  per for tnight ) wa s far 
sma l le r  than a l l  but one o f  the Hoh o la men ' s  wage s , and c ould not be 
used as a ba s is f or compar i s on . Consequent ly , income s of  the men in 
t he samp le were rat ed a s  high or l ow in  compa r i s on with t he Hoh o la 
ave rage of  $ 34 . 45 per f ortni ght . 

F i sher ' s  Exa ct  Probab i  Te s t  wa s used t o  t e s t  the s ign i f icance 
o f  the re la t i on sh i p s  o f  the va r iab l e s . One - ta i led t e s t s we re used a s  
t he d i re c t i on of  the relat ionships  wa s pred i c ted i n  the hypothe s e s . 
Leve l s  of  0 0 05 or  above we re accepted a s  s igni f i cant . 

See  Append ix l 2 See  Appe nd ix 2 .  



29  

Be fore the f i na l  re s earch de s ign wa s comp l e t ed , a full  p i lot  s t udy 
on f ive fami l i e s  wa s undertaken ( three Trobriand I s land fami l ie s , p lu s 
two fami l i e s  o f  mixed marr ) .  The que s t ionnaire s and severa l 
d if ferent s cor ing me t hod s were t e s t ed . When f ina l ly one me thod wa s 
se lected , s c ore s  were t ota l led for each wi fe in each i t em (budge t ing , 
a s soc ia t i ons , e t c . )  and were arranged on an ord ina l s c a l e , rang ing 
from 1 to 5 .  To form s ub - cat e gor i e s  ( urban exper ience , trad i t i ona l 
l inks , e t c . ) , the sum of t he ord ina l ranking in a l l  t he appropriate 
i t ems wa s ca lculated and d iv ided by the t ota l number of  i tems . To 
f orm f ina l ca tegor i e s  ( urbanisat i on ,  trad i t i ona l i sm) , the average 
pos i t i ons  were added t oge ther in each of the appropr ia t e  s ub - ca t egor ie s 
and t he number d ivided by the t ot a l  number of it ems involved . The 
re su l t ing s core s  were then arranged on an ord ina l s ca le , and t he 
re la t i onship be tween categor ie s and i tems for each woman graphed . A s  
re la t i onship s s eemed from ·obs erva t i on t o  exi s t , i t  wa s dec ided to 
enlarge the s t udy t o  inc l ude mor e ca s e s  and t o  make s ome change s in  
the  q ue s t i onnaire and s c or ing procedure . 



C hap te r  3 

Ana lys i s  o f  reintegrat i on i s  j us t  as  e s s enti a l  for an 
unders t and ing of soc i a l  change as the i nve s t i gat ion o f  
d i s inte grat i on W e  need both i f  w e  are to  know how 
one type o f  s o c i a l  s t ruc ture deve l op s  out o f  ano ther . 

(Hogb i n  19 5 8 : 5 3 )  

T h e  ana lys i s  o f  s oc ia l  change in  terms o f  s oc i al ne tworks (part icu­
larly wi th re ferenc e  t o  urban c ommuni t ies ) s eems t o  b e  rep l ac ing , 
among anthrop o logi s ts , the forme r ly more general ly accep t ed me thod o f  
ana lys i s  in terms o f  ins t i tut i ons and group s . 1 

Looking at women ' s  s oc ia l  networks in Hoho l a  in  r e l a t i on t o  the 
hypothe s es invo lved ana l ys ing the ext ent  to whi ch vi l lage kins h ip t i e s  
are maintained , what , i f  any , group s s upers ede k i n  group s  in importanc e ,  
wha t  kinds  o f  p eop l e  have a number o f  p e r s onal as s oc i at ions , 
whe ther d i f fus e s oc ia l  ne twork l inks have rep lac ed definite  group 
membership ( as has been found in  o ther urban environments ) and what  
fac tors  are  as s oc iated wi t h  this ? 

B o t t  ( 19 5 7 : 5 8 )  wr i t e s : ' In a ne twork ( as opp o s ed to a group ) only 
s ome , and not a l l  o f  the c omp onent ind iv idua l s  have soc i al re l a t ions hips  
wi th one ano t her. ' S ri nivas and B� t e i l l e  ( 19 64 : 166)  cons i der that ' The 
d i s t inc t ion be tween group s  and ne tworks is p r imar i ly one of boundar ie s .  
A group i s  a b ounded uni t � A ne twork , o n  t he o ther hand , r ami f ies  i n  
ever y  d irec t ion and , f o r  al l p rac t ic a l  p urpo s e s  s tr e tches o u t  inde f i ni ­
t e ly ' . 

O ther wr i ters  ( e . g  Barne s  19 54 , Jay 1964) us e d i f fe rent termino logy � 
I n  this  s t udy t he t erm ' s o c i a l  ne twork '  i s  us ed t o  de s c r ibe  the t o t a l  
c omp l ex re lat ions hip s a woman forms wi th ne ighbour s , friends , 
E urop eans and o thers , in  two c at egorie s : thos e speaking the s ame 
vernac ular ( termed ' tr ad i t i onal as s o c i a t ions ' )  and tho s e  speaking 

1 
F i r th 19 51 ( p ar t i c ul ar ly Chap ters  I I I  and IV ) and Hogb i n  19 5 8  are 

good examp l e s  of the l a t t er. 
2 

Unfortunate ly the l at ter two we re rare ly s ynonymous . 

3 0  



P la t e  13 . Women from d i f ferent l anguage group s mee t  whi le h e lp ing 
to bui l d  the c ommuni ty chur c h  i n  Hoho l a . 

3 1  

P l at e  1 4 . I n  c ontras t ,  only women from the s ame l anguage group mee t  
a t  a bride-p r i c e  p ayment in Hoho l a . No te t he mixture o f  
t r ad i t ional gras s s ki r t s  and E urop ean dres s , pound not es  
and Pap uan arm- s he l l s . 
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l anguages other than the vernacular ( termed ' urban as s oc iati ons ' ) . The 
s o c i a l  ne twork orient a t i on s eems to  be the mos t  pr oduc t ive way o f  
analys urb an s i tuat i ons s ince i t  enab les  c lo s er foc us s ing on  the 
more s ub t le c hanges i n  pers onal re l a t i ons hips which are p erhap s the 
es s enc e  o f  ' urbani s a tion ' or indeed o f  any kind o f  s oc ial  change I n  
Hoho l a , f o r  examp le , i t  was found that women were members  o f  the s ame 
kinds o f  ins t i tut ions in b o th town and home vi l l age ; what  was d i f ferent 
we re the kinds of p eop le i nvo lved in  r e l a t i ons hip s wit h i n  the s e  i ns ti ­
tutions and the kinds o f  behaviour that occurred � 

The maj or d i s advantage o f  s uch an approach i s  that i t  mus t  i nevi tab ly 
be  l imi ted  to a smal l number of p e op le l ( no t  more than c an become p ar t  
o f  a n  int imate ne twork f o r  the r e s earche r )  Thus , wide gene r a l i s a t ions 
mus t wai t  unt i l  many s uch s ma l l  ' c as e s tud i es ' have b een  p ub l i shed . 2 

Hypothes i s  1 i s  that the number o f  as s o c i at ions a woman has i s  
d i rec t ly re lated t o  her ab i l i ty t o  c op e  with the tas ks that fac e her 
i n  the new envi ronmen t of Hoho l a . When total s c or e s  for e ac h  as s oc i a ­
t ional c at egory and s ub -c at e gory were d icho tomis ed at  t h e  med i an , it  
was found that all  the women wi th l ow s cores for total  as s oc i at ions 
had low s c or e s  for ab i l i ty to c op e , whi l e  a l l  the women wi t h  h i gh s c ores 
for total as s oc i at i ons had h i gh s cores  for abi l i ty to  c op e  ( s ee T ab les 
1 and 2 )  When F i s her ' s  exac t t e s t was app l i ed this  r e l a t i ons h ip was 
found t o  b e  s igni f i c an t  at  the >0 . 005  l eve l o f  s i gni f ic anc e . Thus 
hyp othes i s  1 is s upported . 

O ne o ther fac tor  wh ich was found t o  be  s igni f i c an t ly as s oc iated with 
ab i l i ty t o  c op e  was s i tuat iona l s upport s ,  a t  the 0 05 l eve l of s i gni fic ­
ance . 

1 

T o t a l  
as s oc iat ions 

Ab i l i ty t o  c op e  

H L 

B o t t  ( 1 9 5 7 ) , for examp le , s tud i ed twenty fami l ie s  
2 

S uch a c as e  s tudy me thod i s  no t unus ua l . I t  i s  t h e  bas i s  f o r  many 
o f  the b io logic a l  s c i ence s , s uch as med i c i ne , p s ychi atry and gene t i c s , 
and a l s o  for many soc i a l  s c i enc e s tud i es , e . g .  Lewi s 1 9 5 1  was b as ed on 
a s tudy of twenty-one fami l ie s  in a p opulation of 3 , 5 00 
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Ab i l i ty to  cop e 

H L 

S i tua t ional 
H 

L p 0 . 05 = 

The o ther f ac tor as s ociatid with ab i l i ty to  c op e , urban exper i ence , 
wi l l  b e  d i s cus s ed e l s ewhere . 

The medi an o f  the as s oc iati ons o f  the s amp le women was f i fty- s even , 
and a l l the women who s c ored low on t o t al as s oc i at ions s co red 
s even o r  le s s . Thus , p erhaps this f i gure c an b e  cons i dered as  s ome 
kind o f  ' As s oc i at ional Poverty Datum L ine ' , 2  at  l eas t for this  s amp l e .  
Thi s  means that i f  a woman ' s  total  as s o c i at ions are be low f i f ty - s even , 
she  c an b e  c ons i dered t o  b e  i n  a s tate  of  ' as s oc i at i onal p overty ' , 
which wi l l  have c ons equence s  s uch  as ' di s organi s a t i on ' o f  p e r s onal i ty 
and t as k  p e r formance . I t  s eems l ike ly that there c ou l d  a l s o  be  a h i gh 
s c ore , above whi c h  a woman may b e  s o  busy engaging i n  s oc i al ac t iv i ty 
that she neglec t s  her t as ks . However ,  this  was not found in  thi s s tudy . 

When ab i l i ty to  c ope s c ores were cate gori s ed d i f ferent ly ( i . e .  d ivided 
into s c or e s  - ab i l i ty to  cop e  wi th ' trad i t i ona l ' tas ks , i . e .  t as ks 
a woman woul d  have to  c op e  wi th i n  her vi l lage environment , s uc h  as 
looking a f te r  c h i ldren and hous e maintenance , and ' urban ' tas ks s uch  
as  p aying r ent  and c op i ng wi th an ent ir e ly c as h  e c onomy) - d i f ferent 
result s  were found . 3 Urban t as ks and total  as s oc ia t i ons were found to  
b e  as s oc i at ed at  the s ame l eve l o f  s igni fic anc e as that of  total  ab i l i ty 
and t o t a l  as s oc i a t ions whi l e  trad i t ional tas ks were re lated at the 0 . 05 
l eve l o f  s igni fic ance . 

1 S e e  pp . 44- 7 . 

T radi t i onal tas ks ( ab i  

H L 

T o t a l  
as s oc i at i ons  

H 

L 

to  c op e )  

0 . 05 

2 T o  t r ans form a phr as e  c o ined by B e t t i s on ( 1 9 60 ) : ' The Poverty  Datum 
L i ne ' . 
3 

For  scor i ng sys tem and d iv i s ion into ' trad i t iona l ' and ' urban ' t a s ks , 
s ee App endix 3 .  
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Income 

Equ ipme nt 

Wife s re s pons i b i l ity 
f or u rban t a s k s  

% o f  a s s o c ia t i ons wi th 
r e l a t ives 

Conne c t ed ne s s  o f  ne twork 

27  

1 4  H 1 6  
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H H 

Table 

Some category. sub-ca tegory a nd i t em s c ores* 

6 

L 38 H 25 

L H L 

8 

L 1 2  

H 

H 

5 4  H 

L L L L 

* S core s a re shown as gros s t o t a l s  (or where a l l  q ue s t ion s  were not appl icable) and/or broken d own into a h igh/low 
u s i ng the med ian a s  the point . 

** �rn�A� h i gh becau s e  from ob s e rvat ion she seemed to have more urban a s s o c i a t ions than a lmos t  any of the othe r s  and her s c ore thus 
a s  i naccura t e , 
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Tab le 2 
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N . S . N . S . N . S .  N .  S .  
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N . S . 
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Urban tasks 

Total  
as s o c i a t i ons 

H 

L 

1 

H L 

t o  

p > 0 005 

One woman ( No . 9 ) , who s cored l ow in total as s oc iations and high i n  
t r ad i t i onal ab i l i t y  to  cop e  was the only one wi th l ow as s oc i at ions 
who had high s c ores in  both t r ad i t ional a s s o c iat ions and trad i t i onal 
l i nks , and low s c ores  i n  b o th urb an as s oc i a t i ons and urb an experience . 
Thus her who l e  orien t at i on s eems to  be  tradi t i onal rather than urban . 

Al though only the f inal and s ub s c ores o f  as s o -
c i at ions , ab i l i ty to  cop e  and re lated var i ab l e s  are neces s ary for the 
inve s t i ga t i on of the hyp othes es , d i s c us s i on of s ome of the answers and 
obs ervat i ons s eems val uab l e  1 

( a) The wide s t range o f  s cores  i n  this  s ub -
c ategory 2 Work r out i nes  were not r i g id b ut 
e leven women kind of rout i ne s uch as sweep ing and was hi ng 
each morning or cal lee wood and i r oning three afternoons a wee k .  
T h e  only two women who h a d  n o  s emb l ance o f  a rout ine ( Nos . 4 and 1 1 )  
s c ored lowes t i n  urb an ab i l ity  t o  cop e . P l ans for chi l dren s howed s ome 
interes vari ations Only two women had no ideas about thei r 
ch i ldren ' s  future , b ut b o th had pre - s chool c h i l dren only Q Two o thers 
s ai d  they woul d  al l ow thei r chi ldren to dec ide for t hems e lves , whi l e  
o thers s aid they wanted the i r  c h i ldren t o  do the fol lowing ( sp ec i fying 
a part ic ular ac for a chi ld in mos t  cas es ) : for l s , 
marry , make gardens , be a c l erk , nurs e ,  typ i s t ,  we l fare as s i s tant , 
teacher , he lp mo the r , 1 a j ob for money b e c aus e they don ' t know 
vi l ways ' ;  for boys , ' s ome wor k for money , s ome make gardens ' ,  be  
a c l erk , teacher , , doc tor , mi s s i on t eacher , me chanic , dr ive r , 
or unsp ec i f ied emp , e . g .  ' a  good j ob a f t er s chool ' .  For five 
boys the s ugges t ed occup at i on was that  of the boy ' s  father P aren t s ' 
expec tat ions for both s ons and daughters  were genera l ly hi gh . I n  mos t  
cas e s  s ki l led j ob s  were cho s en , o ft e n  wi th l i t t le or no idea o f  t he 
amount o f  t ime or s tudy invo lved For only a very few chi ldren , mainly 

, was  a trad i ti onal r o l e  expec t ed or hop ed for 

1 
Raw s c ores are s hown i n  App end ix 5 

2 
S ee Chap t er 5 
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( b )  S c ores  in th is s ub -c at e gory var ied only 
s l i gh t ly over mos t  i t ems , exc ep t  for thos e on r e l at ive food val ues . 
Whe ther this i s  due to  var i at i ons  in  educ at i on , urban exp e ri enc e s , or  
o therwis e  i s  debatab l e . F or examp le , one h i gh ly urb ani s ed woman wi th 
a h i gh s core for ab i to  cope ( No . l ) s ai d  food good for chi ldren was 
fresh frui t , eggs and marmi t e , vegetab l e s  and fish , whi le b ad things 
were l o l l i es and bete l nut . In c ont ras t ,  one woman wi th l ow s co res  in 
both urban and ab i l i ty to  cop e  (No . 1 1 )  though t  that chi ldren 
and adul t s  should have the s ame food , a l though r i ce all the t ime was 
b ad becaus e i t  ' gave d i arrhoea ' .  S ever a l  women answered the ques t i on s  
i n  terms o f  what chi l dren l i ked , whi le o thers s ai d  they did  not know 
what was good or b ad food . One woman (No . 10)  s aid that her chi ldren 
l iked ' Engl i s h  food ' , b ut s he thought they s hould eat ' nat ive food ' as 
' Engl i s h  food make s them weak ' . 

( c ) The c hi ldren o f  ' trad i t iona l ' women had the mos t  
erratic  rec ords o f  s chool and c l inic  a t tendanc e . Only two women ( Nos . 2  
and 1 0 )  wi th h i gh overa l l  s c or e s  for urb an exp e rienc e  and ab i l i ty t o  
cop e  j oined t h e i r  chi ld ren ' s  f i gh t s  and u s e d  them t o  fur ther the i r  own 
c o n f l ic t s . Both  s e t s  o f  p aren t s  were r e spec t ed e lder members  o f  Hoho l a  
and the P ap ua Ekales i a  church b u t  they were a lways q uarre l l ing  and s o  
even f i gh t s  among the i r  chi ldren s erved a s  an exc us e . 

Only one fami ly had chi l dren over three or four years who were not  
t o i l e t  trained , and the s e  wer e  s us p ec ted by pre - s choo l t e ache r s  o f  b e i ng 
men ta l ly re tarde d . 

Phys i c a l  p un i s hment  for chi ldren was us ed in  s ever a l  fami l i e s . I t  
was general ly c on f ined t o  a hard s lap , a l though i n  one fami ly b e a t i ngs 
wi th a b room were c onnnon . 

S ever a l  f ami l i es  had one mos qui to ne t under whi c h  the who le fami ly 
s , s ome had none , and none had enough for each individua l  member 
of the f ami ly .  C o l d  s howe r s  were t aken dai ly by mos t  adu l t s  and 
chi ldren , and o f t en more frequent ly in hot  weathe r . S te e l  woo l  or 
b e t e l  nut s kins  were o ft en us ed to  c le an teeth , a l though two fami l ie s  
p os s e s s ed tooth brus he s . Lac k o f  s p ar e  c lo thes meant that  was hing had 
t o  be done s everal  t imes a week , o f t e n  da ily , dependi ng on the avai l ­
ab i li o f  money for s oap and firewood . 

E q uipmen t . 1 I n  al l exc ep t  two hous es  there was at  l e as t one p i e c e  
o f  e l ec t r i c a l  equipment , genera l ly a n  i r on . T e n  fami l i es  had e lec t r i c  
iron s , s even fami l ie s  had hand s ewing machines and four had e l ec t r ic 
j ugs . No fami ly had mor e  than two e lec t r i c a l  app l i ances ( p l us a s ewing 
machine) and only four had al l the s e .  Pos s es s i on of equipment , and 
p ar t i cu l ar ly e le c t r i c a l  app l ianc e s , was not s i gn i f ic ant ly re lated to 
inc ome ( s ee T ab l e  2 ) . Ki t chenware ranged from s auc epans , a china s e t  

1 
E quipment i s  not p ar t  o f  the ab i l i ty t o  c op e  var i ab le , but i t  i s  

inc l uded here in  d i s c us s i on a s  i t  i s  re l at ed t o  hous eho ld t as ks . 
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kep t f o r  1 bes t 1 , s i lver ware and c ani s ters in one fami ly , to  two large 
and ename l d i s he s  in ano ther . F urni shi ngs varie d wide 

One f ami ly had no beds , but one t ab l e and two home -made c hai rs , whi l e  
another was e l aborate ly furni shed and inc luded a n  e lec tric  f an (p rovided 
by the husb and ' s  emp , a bus ine s sman) . One fami ly s l ep t 

ther in one r oom on mat s  on the floor , whi l e  o t he r s  had a s epar a te 
doub le bed  for husband , wi fe and sma l le s t  chi ld  ( a  c ommon s leep ing 

and e i ther another bed for the o ther chi l dren , or s eparate 
beds for e ach . In one fami men and b oys ( inc v i s i t or s ) s lep t 
t oge ther in one room whi le the wi fe and s in ano ther . 

Animal s  kep t  by fami l ie s  
c at s  and p oul t ry 

from none t o  a comb inat i on o f  dogs , 

S i tua t i ona l s uppor t s . 1 Inc ome a l one was not s f i c an t ly re la t ed 
to  ab i l i t y  t o  cope , a l though it  was an impor t ant fac t or . 2 I n  c ontr as t ,  
t o t a l  s cores for s it uat i onal s upports  ( inc ome be ing one i t em) were 
s igni re la ted at the 0 . 05 level  o f  s ign i f i c anc e . S c or e s  
ranged from 8 9  ( No . 8 ) t o  2 34 ( No Thes e extremes o f  h i gh/ low 
s cores are matched by s imi lar extreme s cores  in ab i l  to  c op e . 
Mi dd le range s cores  a l s o  matched . 

E hus b ands had war exp e r ienc e , varying from c arrier to  inter -
prete r  F qur c oup le s  wer e  under years of age , and in  two other 
fami l ie s  e i ther husband o r  wi fe was a Hus bands ' emp loyment 
c lub and c ommi t tee member ship , number of languages spoken , res idenc e 
hi s t or y  and exp o s ure t o  s med i a  wi l l  be  out l ined when d i s  
cus s  urban Hus bands ' a t t i tud e s  t o  hous eho ld management 
r ange d  from one who me re l y  s aid he thought h i s  wi fe s hould keep the 
hous e and chi ldren c lean , to ano ther who l is t ed a s er ie s  of t as ks 
whi c h  s hould or  s hould not b e  done , and another who though t h i s  wi fe 
s hould ' be l ike a E uropean woman ' .  Other s thought that wives should 
' l earn new ways when they c ome to town ' Husband s ' at t i tudes  to their 
wives ' s oc ia l  ac t ivi t ies  from b r i e f  s tatements that  they s hould 
' mix  up ' or round 1 ,  to de t ai l ed de s cr ip ti ons of how and why this  
s hould be done O ne husb and forbade h i s  wi fe t o  a t tend c lub s becaus e 
o f  the cos t involved , whi l e  a t  the other extreme , another s ai d  he 
s ome t imes for c ed h i s  wi fe to go to  c lubs s o  that she c ould ' learn new 
ways ' A more he ld view was that  a wi fe should be 
wi th o thers , but to  c lubs was dec i s ion One man added , 
' I  don ' t l ike women t o  go walkabout ., They s hould s tay at home and 
c lean the hous e and yard s o  i s  when I home 1 

No t p ar t  o f  this  variab l e  but , as with , inc l uded here as 
r e l evant to  d i s c us s ion 
2 

F or de t a i l s  o f  inc ome var i at i ons s ee App end i x  4 and for d i s c us s i on , 
ter  5 

3 
S ee pp . 44- 7 
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( The average number o f  Europeans 
with were wa s 9 ,  a nd the med ian 6 .  The range 
varied f rom 3 to 30 ( s ee Tab le 3 ) . S c or e s  f or ab i l  to c ope , urban 
exper ience and tot a l  a s s oc iat ions  were s icant a s s oc i a ted with 
s c ores f or numb e r  of Europeans known , and l ow s c ore s go ing t ogether 
as  fo l lows : 

A s s oc ia t ions 

H 

Ab i l  
H 

t o  c ope L 

As s o c i a t ions 

H 

Urban 
H 6 

L 1 

with 

L 

wi t h  

L 

1 

5 

Europe ans 

p 

p 
1 3  

0 . 05 

0 05 

A s s oc ia t ions with Europeans 

Tot a l 
a s s dc ia t i ons 

H 

L 

H L 

p 0 025  

Thus , a s  one would , with increa s urban i s a t i on and increa s ing 
urban ne tworks , are l ly inc luded in a s s oc ia t ion ne t -
works . Howeve r ,  were not of the informa l  s o c ia l  ne twork 
of Hoh o la women , f or i t  wa s on ly tho s e  women who in f orma l 
urban group s who made s o c ia l  cont a c t s with Europeans . 
women wi t h  whom re were formed were act  i n  s ome o f f i c ia l  
capac  , for examp le ,  women ' s  c lub leader s or  church min is t e r s ' wive s . 
I n  one ca se  whe re a r e l a t  deve l oped b e tween a Jehovah ' s  W i tne s s  
propagand i s t  and one of  the women ,  i t  wa s d i f f i cu l t  t o  know whe ther t o  
separate  f r iend v i s i t s  a nd out ing s from ' of f i c ia l ' b u s i ne s s . There 
wa s mu ch anx ie about re l a t ions wi t h  Europeans and remarks such a s  
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' they want t o  be  fr iends wit h  us , but don ' t real ly l i ke us ' were 
common . l 

( i i )  S£e c i a l  friends . Spec i a l  friends were in a l l  c as e s  Hoho la  
r e s i dent s . Three women had  ' trad i t i ona l ' friends only , s ix had ' urban ' 
fr iends only and three had b o th . One o ld Motu woman , who s aid s he had 
no s p e c i a l  friends in Hoho l a  or P or t  Moresby , named four women in her 
home vi l l age as  her real  friend s . 2 As both  her urban exp er i ence and 
as s oc i a t i on s c o re s , and he r trad i t i ona l l inks and as s oc iat i on s cores  
are  h i gh , she  is  one o f  the  ' br id ge women ' . 3 E leven women ment i oned 
one or mor e  nei ghbour s  as s pec i a l  fr i ends and in  f ive c as e s  nei ghbour s  
were the only f r iends . Thus p roximi ty s eems t o  b e  an important fac tor 
in generating as s o c i at i ons and par t ic ul ar ly in  creating  fr iendship s . 
This  c ould have important imp l ic at ions i n  the a l locat i on o f  hous es  in 
Hoho l a , whe re the aim is t o  create a mul t i -c ul t ural community , not 
mere ly a c lump of mut ua l ly antagoni s t i c , s ep arate l ingui s t i c  group s . 

( i i i )  Re l a t ions h ips with ne ighbours . Women had r e l a t ionships  wi th 
a l l  the ir ' trad i t i ona l ' ne i ghbour s  exc ep t in three c as e s  where one was 
omi t ted ( for pers onal reas ons in each c as e ) . Wi th ' urban ' ne i ghbour s , 
who were in the maj ori ty , the number o f  r e la t i onsh ip s made ranged from 
1 6  ( 1  r e l a t ive and 1 5  non - r e l at ive s ) t o  2 9  ( 1 3 re l at ive s and 1 6  non­
r e la t ive s ) .  There app ears t o  be no re lat ionship b e tween number o f  
ne i ghbour s  wit h  whom l inks are not es t ab l i s hed , and urban exper i ence , 
total  as s o c i a t ions or tradi tional as s oc iat i ons . 

I n  Hohol a  oc c as i ons for p eop le  to mee t apart from organi s ed group s4 

occurred fair ly o f t en , a l t hough at  no func t i on d i d  the who l e  communi ty 
gather . F une ral  and marriage feas t s  were mainly r e s t r i c ted  t o  one 
l anguage group (and genera l ly to one kin group ) . Hol ding funeral  feas t s  
i n  H oho l a  for p eop le who d i ed in home vi l l ages was a c ommon prac t i c e  
for , as  one Trob r i and I s lander exp l ained , i t  was impos s ib l e  to  g o  home 
or even to s end g i f t s  for the death of every re lat ive . More mixed 
group s  a t t ended chi ldren ' s  b i rthday p ar t i e s , a E urop e an c us t om adopt ed 
by many Hoho l a  fami l ies , and another new c aus e for c e l ebrat i on - a 
chi l d  going away to  s choo l or  a fami ly going b ac k  to  the i r  home v i l lage 
for a ho l iday . Fortnigh t ly s creenings o f  educ a t i onal f i lms by an 
Admi ni s trat i on proj ec t ion uni t  were very popular . Women o f t en went  
s hopp ing at  Koke marke t o r  c o l lec t ed s he l l - fi s h  in sma l l  fri endship 
group s , wi th one woman remaining beh i nd t o  l ook a fter the chi l dren . 
Wood c o l l ec t ing , too , was o f t en mor e b earab le when done c ommuna l ly . 

Thus mos t  s o c i a l  ac t iv i ty occ urred in sma l l  group s b ut there was no 
s ingle group ( exc ep t perhap s  the Progres s As s oc i a t i on , in which women 

For fur ther d i s c us s i on o f  race r e l a t i ons s ee pp . 83 - 5 . 
2 

The s e  were not inc luded in the s c or ing . 
3 

S ee pp . 5 2  and 9 7  
4 

For  de t a i led d i s c us s i on o f  thes e , s ee Chap ter 4 .  
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p layed l i t t le formal p ar t ) 1 which engendered a fee l ing o f  uni ty for a l l  
members  o f  Hoho l a . N o  group exi s ted for the s e t t lement o f  d i sputes  
(minor one s  we re t aken to  the we l fare o f ficer and maj or one s to  the 
D i s t r ic t O f f i c e ) ; no recogni s e d  l eader or  o f fi c e  ho l ders  exi s ted ( a l ­
though s ome o lder men and women , genera l ly church deac ons , were re s p e c ted 
and l ooked up t o ) ; unti l the c ommuni ty hal l  was c omp l eted at the end 
o f  1 9 63 , the re was no phys i c a l  s ymb o l  which c ould be  though t o f  as 
' ours ' a l l  Hoho l a  p eop le t o  ac t as a foc a l  p oint of the c ommunity . 
Thi s  l ac k  o f  uni fying ins t i tut i ons was regre tted  and remarked on by 
many re s ident s . Agains t s uch  a background the impor t anc e of  s oc ial  
ne tworks is  c le ar . 

( i )  Hypothe s i s  1 was s upported . Women wi th a high t o t a l  o f  as s o ­
c iat i ons were b e t ter ab l e  t o  c op e  wi th new urban p rob l ems ( in fac t  with 
a l l  prob l ems they had to fac e )  than were women wi th a low total of 
as soc i a t i on s . S c ores  were as s oci ated at  the <0 . 005 l eve l o f  s i gni fic ­
ance ( to t a l  as s oc iat i ons and t o t a l  ab i l i ty t o  c op e ; t o t a l  as s oc i at i ons 
and urb an ab i l i ty to c op e )  and the 0 . 05 l eve l of s f i c anc e ( to t a l  
as soc i a t i ons and t r ad i t i onal ab i l i ty t o  c op e , i . e .  t radi t i onal t as ks ) . 

The med i an s core for women ' s  total  as s oc i at i on s core was 
f i  W i th one excep t i on , · a l l  the women who s c ored l ower than 
thi s  a l s o  s c ored l ow in ab i l  t o  c op e  (wi th e i ther urb an o r  trad i ­
t i onal tas ks ) . This  number i s  thus a kind o f  ' As s oc i at i onal Poverty 
Datum Line ' for thi s  s amp l e  of women . 

( The h i gher the number o f  as s o c ia t i ons a woman had , i . e .  the 
more c omp lex the s oc ia l  ne twork in whi ch s he was invo lved , the l e s s 
as s oc i at ions wi th r e l a t i ons she t ended t o  have , and the more as s o c i a ­
t i ons with E urop eans and nei ghbour s � 

( Proximi ty was an important fac tor in d e t e rmining the c omp os i -
t ion o f  an ind ividual  ne twork . No friends were made out s ide Hoho l a , 
and few o ther as s oc i at i ons S uch as s oc i at ions as were made were 
genera l ly wi t h  r e l a t ive s . 

I 
Bot t ( 1 9 57 )  and S r inivas and B e t e i l le ( 19 64 )  s ugges t  that in urban 

s oc i a l  ne tworks there are two re lated fac t or s : a dec reas e in kins hip 
t ies  and a corresponding dec reas e i n  ' c onnec tedne s s of ne tworks ' 
B o t t  r e l a t e s  the s e  t o  a third fac tor : a reduc t i on in  s e gregat i on o f  
hus b and -wi fe r o l e s  

I t  was found in Hohol a  t h a t  there was no s tat i s t i c a l  s igni f i c ant 
as s oc i a t i on b e tween s c ores  in e i ther urban or t o t a l  

1 
S ee pp . 5 6- 7 .  
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urb ani s a t ion and role  s egregat i on nor b e tween role  s e grega t i on and any 
o ther fac tor . Nor was there a s ta t i s t i c a l l y  s i gni fi c ant as s oc ia t ion 
b e tween s cores in total  urbani s at ion or urb an experience and p erc ent age 
of as s oc iat ions made wi t h  r e l a t ives . l On the o ther hand , it was found 
in  9 c as e s  that women had e i ther many as s oc i a ti ons wi th kin and few 
t o t a l  as s oc ia t i ons or few as s oc i a t ions wi th kin and many total  as s oc ia ­
t i ons and a l s o  i n  8 c as es women wi th l ow s cores  in  urbanis at i on o r  
urban exp er ience had many as s oc ia t i ons wi th re lat ives ( or h i gh wi th 
few) . The s ame r e l a t ions hip was found i n  9 c a s e s  when s cores in urb an 
as s oc i a t ions and as s oc iat i ons with re lat ives we�e c ompared . 

When as s o c i a t i ons with re lat ives were comp ared with trad i t i ona l 
fac tors  exac t ly the oppos i te p a t t ern emerged . In 9 c as e s , ei ther h i gh 
trad i t i onal as s oc iat i on s cores w�re as s oc i ated with many as s o c i at i ons 
wi th kin l ow wi th l ow) , whi le in 1 0  c as e s  e i ther h i gh trad i t i onal 
l inks were as s oc iated wi th many as s oc i at ions wi th kin or low with low .  

The s e  res ul t s  are not incompatib le wi th tho s e  s t udi e s  whi ch found a 
decreas e i n  kin relations wi th increas ed urb ani s at i on . 

C onne c t edne s s  o f  ne tworks was not found t o  b e  s i gni ficant ly as s o ­
c i ated wi th s cores  i n  any o ther category o f  s ub -c ategory , al though 
there was a r e l a t i on b e tween h i gh s c ores  in urban as s o c i at i ons and 
c onnec t edne s s  and low wi th l ow ( in 9 c as e s )  and b e tween hi gh s cores 
in trad i t i onal as s o c i a t i ons and low s c ores in c onnec t edne s s and l ow 
wi th h i gh ( al s o  in 9 c as e s ) . S imi larly , in 8 c as es i n  whi c h  women had 
many as s oc iat i ons with re lat ives , they had low t o t a l  as s o c i at i on s cores 
( or t he opp o s i t e , i . e .  few as s oc iat ions with  kin and high s cores  in 
t o t a l  as s oc iat i ons ) . In o ther words , it app eared that in H oho l a  t he 
more t radi t i onal as s o c i at ions a woman had the l e s s connec ted were her 
ne tworks - a finding oppos i t e  t o  exp ec t a t i ons fo l lowing Bott e t  al . 

There does app ear t o  b e  a fai r ly reas onab l e  exp l anat i on for this  
d i f ferenc e , however . I n  Hoho l a  the women with more t r ad i t iona l as s o ­
c i at ions were thos e who were l imi t ed in  the t ot a l  numbe r  o f  the i r  
a s s o c i at i ons and t h e i r  group membership , and a l though they knew mos t  
o f  t he o ther p eop l e  from their own l anguage group s , they had r e gular 
as s oc i a t i ons wi th only a few o f  them and the s e  were on an indivi dual 
home v i s i t ing b as i s . Women with hi gh urban as s o c i at i ons , on the o ther 
hand , a l s o  had h i gh group memb er s hip and many as s o c i at i ons wi th p eop le 
from var ious l anguage group s  and , as  Hohol a  is  both geogr aphi ca l ly and 
s o c i a l ly an i s o l ated communi ty , the s e  p eop l e  c ont inua l ly met each other 
on b o th an individua l  and group bas i s . Thus women wi th h i gh urban 
as s o c i a t ions were par t  o f  a kind o f  c ommon poo l , each having c onnec ­
t i ons wi th each o ther and , in  the c as e  o f  the ' bridge women ' , 2 having 

t ab le s  wit h  s fic ant as s oc i at i ons b � tween s cores wi l l  be  

2 
S ee p 5 2 " 



ind ivi dual ones  out  into  the  various s emi - i s o lated mono -
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tic group s  or individual s  the p o o l  Thus in Hoho la  
it  appears that i t  i s  the  more ' urban ' women ( p ar t i cular ly in terms of  
the ir as soc iat ions ) rathe r  than the  ' trad i t i ona l ' women who have more 

c onnec ted ne tworks . More inve s i s  needed s ince s t a t i s -
the res ul t s  were not s ficant e i ther way , al though ob s ervat i on 

t ends to  this  

As far as  husband -wi fe roles  were c onc erned , this  s tudy does no t 
s upport e i ther the o f  S i l c ock ( 1 9 6 6 )  that there i s  a growing 
c onver genc e o f  s ex roles  i n  urban environment s  ( in her c as e  in America  
and Aus or tho s e  of Bot t , whos e hyp o thes i s  ( 19 55 : 349 and 1 9 5 7 : 60) 
was that ' the o f  s egre gation in the role  relationship o f  husband 
and wi fe var ies  d irec t ly wi th the c onnec t edne s s  o f  the fami ly ' s s oc i al 
ne twork ' (wh ich becomes more d i f fus e in urb an environments ) . B o t t  found 
that s egregat ion o f  hus b and -wi fe roles  agains t j oint organi s at i on) 
oc curred wi th h i gh ly c onnec ted ne tworks ( as agains t d ispersed  
ne tworks ) .  

I n  the Hoho l a  s tudy , however ,  there were s ome important  d i f ferenc e s  
in method which need d i s c us s ion ,  as i t  may be b e c aus e o f  thes e that 
the r e s u l t s  are so ne gat ive , a l t hough the obvious ly very d i f ferent 
c ul tural  may b e  a more imp or t ant fac to r . 

Firs t ly ,  in Hoho la only the dome s t ic sphere was inve s t igated in 
d e t ai l . In fac t , however , role s egregat i on in le i s ure was c on f ined to  

ac t iv i t i e s , for the mos t  c ommon l ei s ur e  was vis i t ing 
v i s i t ed as a coup l e  or S ec ondly , the inve s t i gation 

the c onnec t edne s s  o f  ind ivi dua l ne tworks was l imi ted to  the women 
only and c onnec t ednes s was c a lculated by count f ir s t ly , the number 
of p eop le wi t h  whom th e ec t and one or mor e  o thers in her l anguage 
group s amp l e  had as s oc i at i ons , and s ec ond ly , tho s e  wi th whom s he and 
o thers  in the total  s amp l e  had as s oc i a ti ons . Thus B o t t ' s  meas ures  o f  
c onnec t edne s s  and role  s were more s ophi s t icated than tho s e  
us ed in t h i s  s t udy . 

( No s ta t i s  s ficant as s oc i at i on was found be twe en 
number of as s oc iat ions wit h  kin and urb an t o t a l  urbani -
s at ion) , a l t hough there i s  s ome evi dence which , i f  not direc t ly 

the of Bot t and S r i nivas and , is no t 
l e  wi t h  them . 

( i  I n  c ont ras t wi th the re s ul t s  o f  other s tud i e s , no s f i c ant 
r e l a t i on was found be tween urban experience total  urbani s at i on) and 
hus band -wi fe  ro l e  Nor was t h e  lat ter found to  b e  s f -
i c ant ly r e lated t o  any o ther fac tor The me thod of inves 
s was , howeve r ,  di f ferent . 

o f  
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( Ne twork c onnec t i on was not found to be as s oc iated s i gn i f i c ant ly 
wi th any o ther fac tor , a l though there was s ome evidenc e t o  show that 
high ne twork connec t ednes s was re l ated .!12! t o  h i gh tradi t ional as s o c i a ­
t ions ( and v i c e  ver s a) , as  would be exp ec ted from o ther s tudies , b ut t o  
h i gh urban as s ociat ions . Thi s  c an par t ly b e  acc ounted f o r  by the 
p ar t i cular c ond i t ions of Hoho l a , and par t ly by the d i f ferent  methods 
us ed in inve s t igat ing c onne c tednes s .  

( iv) The d i f ferent .fe ul t ural  s i tua t ion was p robab ly one o f  the mos t  
s igni f ic ant fac tors  ac c ount ing for the d i f feren� e s  in the findings . 

( i )  Urban 

..-;;-....;;;;.;;.;;.....;;.;;..;;..;;...;;;..;�.;;;.;;;;.�� were no t found t o  b e  s igni ficant ly 
as s o c i ated any o ther s core s , a lthough in 9 c as e s  h i gh and l ow 
s c ores were as s o c i ated  wi th h i gh and l ow s cores  i n  c onnec tednes s o f  
ne tworks . l H i gh and l ow s cores were a l s o  re lated i n  9 c a s e s  t o  total  
ab i l i ty t o  c op e  and urban as s oc iation s cores . 

S cores in were found to  be re lated to s c ores in 
urb an and to cop e  ( though not t o  t r ad i ti onal ab i l i ty to  
c op e ) , and to  s cores  in total  as s oc iat ions - a l l at  the 0 . 00 5  l eve l o f  
s igni f ic ance . S ince urbani s at ion i s  re lated t o  ab i li ty t o  cope , and 
a l s o  s inc e  ab i li ty to cop e  i s  related to t o t a l  as s o c i at ions , the s e  
r e s u l t s  s e em c ons i s tent . 

Urban exp er ience 

T o t a l  as s o c i a ti ons H 
Urban ab i l i ty 
T o t a l  abi l ity L 

H L 

F i sher ' s  Exac t Tes t . P 
( one -tai l ed tes t )  

0 . 005  

I n  cons ider ing the  hyp o thes e s , on ly the  final  s cor es for the  t r adi ­
t i onal and urban c ategori e s  and s ub - c at e gor ies , and not the ind ividua l 
i t ems , ar e imp or t ant . However ,  i t  i s  p erhap s  us e fu l  for c omp arat ive 
s tudi e s  in urban areas to  s ummar i s e  the l a t t er b r i e fly . Raw s cores are 
s hown in the Mas ter s cor e shee t . 2 Urban as s oc i a t i ons have already b een 
des c r ibed so only urb an experience wi l l  be  d i s cus s ed here . 

Res idence  h i s t ory . Only three o f  the women had l ived in a town 
o ther than Port Moresby , or on an out s t a t i on apart  from the one neares t  
their home vi l l age . Four husb ands had , but onl y  two o f  them had b een 

S ee p . 42 .  2 
S ee App end ix 5 .  
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out s ide one to  Aus tral i a  ( for medi c a l  , and another t o  

I n  al l b u t  three c as e s  husbands c l aimed 
knowledge o f  more than thei r  wives . In two , husb and and wi fe 
knew the s ame number , and in the o ther , the wi fe knew more ( she was the 
produc t of a mixed marr i age , was now of a mixed marri age hers e l f , 
and was h i gh ly urb ani s ed ) . Women s cored an average o f  1 . 4 for knowledge 
of l anguages o t her t han the i r  own vernac ular ( the range varying from 
one t o  and husb ands a n  average o f  2 4 ( the r ange from two t o  

B o th t h e  women in  mixed marr i age s s cored h i gher than average , 
and a l l women wi th higher than average l anguage s cores had extra 
s choo l ing  or had hus b ands wi th extra s choo l ing . 

Al l the women rec e ived formal educ at i on in mi s s i on p r imary schoo l s , 
wi th add i t iona l  adult  educ a ti on for three and t eacher training for one 
of the s e  three . Hus bands had a s imi lar l eve l o f  educ ati on , al though 
two had received addi t i ona l for lay c hurch work , one had s ome 
med i c a l  and one h ad had c le r i c a l  in - s ervic e  and h ad 
p as s e d  examinat ions . 

Wives and hus b ands ta lked in their own vernacular excep t 
in f ive c a s e s  whe re Eng l i s h  or  Mo t u  was us ed O f  the two mixed 

, one us ed the l anguage of the husband , the o th er us ed Mo tu 
which  was the l anguage of  nei ther . In t o  chi l dren , p arents 
( p ar t i c ul arly father s )  o f ten us ed Engl i s h  t o  h e lp improve knowledge o f  
the , and i n  the mixed marriage s  each spoke t o  the 
chi l dr en in  their own vernacular . C hi ldren knew more l anguages than 
their ( an average of  and tended t o  us e Mot u  when p laying 
t o ge ther I n  one of the mixed marr i age s where the wi fe as s oc i ated 
mos t  wi th p eop le from her husband 9 s  l anguage group , s he s poke h i s  
l anguage wi th h im and in ceremonies  only wi th h i s  group . 
I n  the other , the wi fe as s oc i a ted mor e  wi th p eop l e  from her own language 
group , and s poke her or Motu with the chi ldren , a l though s he 
too in c e remonies  only with her husband ' s  group . 

Emp 
6 ' 9 ' 1 
and the 
nurs e ' s  
nur s 
s ki l led 
j ob .  

four women had exp er i ence ( Nos . 5 ,  
re s t , two had two kind s of emp loyment , 

The ir j obs  had inc luded : mi s s i on t eacher , 
, domes t i c  h e lp , s hop as s i s t ant , s up ervi s or o f  

home , and s eams t re s s . The i r  husband s  were al l emp loyed i n  
or s emi - ski l l ed work , and al l had more than one 

Mas s med i a . Ten fami l i e s  had rad i os ( thos e  wi thout b e ing Nos . l ,  5 ,  
9 ) . Al l had re li  l i t erature ( us ua l  t h e  B ib l e )  and five 
had t ext books . I n  three fami l i e s  ( No s  1 ,  2 ,  3 - al l h i ghly 
' urb ani s ed ' ,  h i gh i n  ab i l i  t o  c op e  and in as s o c iat i ons ) were there 
any o ther kinds of b ooks In five fami l i es c h i ldren b e l onged t o  a 

but no d i d . There were in  s ix fami l ie s  
obtained s ec ond -hand from Hoho l a  women 1 s  c lub ) , and 
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news p ap e r s  only in al l but one fami ly) were read 
regularly by , regular ly by 3 women , s ome t imes by 5 
men and 1 woman ( another woman s hus b and s ome t imes read t o  her) , and 
never by 2 men and 8 women 

un+ i ke the local  s c reenings , f i lms out s ide Hoho l a  were a t t ended 
regul ar ly by only four f ami l ie s  and s ome t imes or rare ly by nine . 
F i1ms l iked ( in order o f  pre ferenc e )  were : c owboy , r e l i g ious , war , 
educ a t i ona l , ' funny ' , ' danc ing and mus i c ' ,  ' ki s s ki s s ' ,  and ones 
' showing E uropean ways ' .  

Re l igion . Al l the fami l i es acknowledged s ome r e l i gi ous a f f i l iations -
and only in  the mixed mar r i ages wer e  tho s e  o f  husband and wi fe d i f ferent . 
F ive fami l i es re gular ly a t t ended r e l i gious s ervic es . In one c as e  the 
wi fe a t t ended regular ly but the husband did no t , in  four the husbands 
held p o s i t i ons of respons ib i l i ty in church and in one the husband was 
a pas tor . F our other fami l i e s  s omet imes a t tended s ervi ces , and two 
rarely . One woman s ai d  s he went ' i f we have money ' , but o thers did  
not g ive exp l ana t i ons , excep t one c oup le who exp lained that the i r  
regul ar i ty was due t o  the i r  respons ib i l it y  f o r  co l lec t i ons . 

C lub s and c ornmi t tees . l E ight women be longed to  a formal c l ub in  
Hoho l a  and two other  women were ex-members . In  one o th er c as e  a woman 
s ai d  s he b e l onged to Hoho l a  women ' s  c lub , but in fac t s he never attended 
mee t ings , so this was no t s c ored . In ano ther c a s e , a woman s ai d  she 
would l ike to  at tend c lubs , but her husb and did not a l l ow her t o  do s o  
becaus e o f  the exp ens e .  He hims e l f  at tended the h i ghe s t  number o f  
c lub s and c ommi t tees  o f  al l the husbands , and s p ent mos t money o n  'fares . 
Only one woman in the s amp le d i d  not be long t o  a c lub and exp r e s s ed no 
des ir e  t o  do s o . S even women a l s o  b e l onged t o  one or  more re l i gi ous 
c lub s in Port More sby and two to non-re l ig ious ones . Husbands b e longed 
to more c lubs and commi t te e s  than did the ir wive s , j o ining on average 
2 . 5 ,  the r ange varying from 0 t o  1 1 0  Only three husbands  d id no t b e long 
to any c lub s at al l 0  

Marr i age ceremony I n  al l but two o f  the s amp le fami l i es , marri ages 
were by J'mat ive c us tom ' . One of the exc ep t ions ( No . 3  who rec e ived high 
s cores i n  al l urban s ub -c at egor i e s ) had a church wedding , a l t hough 
trad i tional exchanges were a l s o  made . The o ther woman ( No . l , a l s o  
h i gh ly urban i s ed)  had nei t her had a chur c h  wedd ing nor made trad i t ional 
exchange s . Hers was a t r ib al ly mixed mar r i age and s he her s e l f  was born 
of a mixed marr iage . She s ai d  there was a c on f l i c t o f  r e l ig ions which 
p revented a church s ervi c e , and tha t  her p arents d i d  no t appr ove o f  
bride  p r i c e  p aymen t s . Hers i s  an examp l e  o f  the mo s t  ' urb ani s ed ' form 
o f  non-marriage , d i s c us s ed ear l i e r . 2 

The s e are d i s cus s ed in  de t a i l  i n  Chap ter 4 
2 

S ee p . 23 .  
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B ir thp l ac e  o f  b ab i es . S ix women had al l their b ab i e s  in hos p i t a l  
( e i ther mi s s ion o r  governmen t ) . Two had s ome b o r n  in  hos p i t al , four 
had them only at  home and one had only adop ted chi ldren . 

Only two women ( Nos . 3  and 1 3 )  s aid they knew any b i r t h  control  
me thod s , both trad i t i onal : chewing a certain b ark and eat ing s oo t  
mixed wi th bete l nut and p epp er ' to s top up t h e  b aby b ag ' . F ive 
women s ai d  they would not know who to ask about this  mat ter , three 
s ai d  they would ask old vi l lage peop le , one s aid s he would ask ' a  
pur i  man ' , and two s ai d  they would a s k  a doc tor ( a l though the woman 
had b e en advis ed to do s o  s ai d  s he was 1 

( i i )  

.=.:..;:::.:=..::!!..::::.=..-=..=..:::�:..::..:!�;!.::.:=-:::.!:!.�:.:::::.=:.::::::.!::.:!;;.!���=-...=.=:..!:..!:.::.::.::::. were found to b e  s i gni fic -
ant to  any or tor , nor t o  each other . I n  
1 0  c as e s , however , h i gh and l ow t r ad i t i ona l l i nks were found t o  b e  
r e lated t o  h i gh and l ow percentage s  o f  as s oc i at ions w i t h  kin . (Trad i ­
t i onal as soc i at i ons and p e rcentage o f  kin t ies  we re only re l ated in 8 
c as e s . )  Nei ther trad i t ional as s o c i at i ons nor trad i t ional l i nks we re 
re l ated s i gni f i c ant ly t o  ab i l i ty t o  cop e  or t o  t o t a l  as s o c i at i ons , as 
wer e  urban as s o c i at ions and exp er i enc e Thes e r e s ul t s  t ogether s eem 
to ind i c at e  that t rad i t i onal fac tors are no t important in deal ing wi th 
l i fe in Hoho l a  - the as s oc i at i ons be ing important only in the i r  c on­
t ribut ion t o  the  total  ne twork of  as s o c i a t ions i n  whi c h  a woman is  
involved and the  tradi t i onal l i nks impor t ant for future s ecur i ty in  o l d  
age . I t  s eems , there fore , that s ta t us , ad j us tment and ab i l i ty to  c op e  
wi th prob lems i n  Hoho l a  a r e  dep endent upon t h e  management o f  t h e  urban 
s i tua t i on - increas ed as s oc ia ti ons wi th urb an peop l e , and exp er i ence 
o f  and p ar t i c ipat i on in urban p roces s e s . 

As trad i t i ona l as s o c i a t i ons have already been d is c us s ed , only t r ad i ­
t ional l i nks wi l l  b e  d i s cus s ed here . 

Land . E ight wives s ai d  they had r i gh t s  to  s ome l and , four rece iving 
s ome bene f i t  in  the form o f  crop s . O f  t he s e  four , three were Hula , and 
one a Motu woman , i . e .  the i r  vi l l ages were r e l a t ive ly c lo s e  to Port 
Moresby Two o f  the Hula women went regular ly to the i r  home vi l lage 
for p lant ing and harves 

Al l hus b ands had r i gh t s  t o  l and exc ep t  a mixe d - race man H is wi fe , 
however ,  was one o f  thos e who returned t o  Hul a  to  p lant and harve s t . 
F ive men r ec e ived c r op s  from the ir l and - three Mot u  and two Daru . 
S eve r a l  p eop l e  s ai d  r e lat ive s  were looking a f ter the i r  l and - in one 
oas e a man was p ai d  to do this . women and t en men c laimed tree 

, but only one woman and two men ( a l l  Mo tu)  rece ived any produce . 
Two men and two women s ai d  they had hous es in  the i r  vi l l age , but a l l 
s ai d  they coul d e as i ly ob tain land for a hous e and as s i s tanc e with i t s  

F o r  fur ther di s cus s i on abou t this s ee pp . 80 - 2 .  
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bui ld ing by a pproa ching e ither the head of  t he ir c lan , a r e l a t ive , o r  
v i l lage head . Thus  i n  severa l fami l ie s  t he re we re cons ide rab le land 
l inks a nd in a l l  fami l ie s  a t  lea s t  s ome . 
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V i l lage v i s i t s . In  a l l  fami l ie s  v i s i t s  home had been made s ince 
coming to Hoh o l a , ma inly to take pa r t  in ceremoni e s . On ly in one Motu 
fami ly wa s regular  v i l lage v i s i t ing ma int a ined . Those  who went away 
dur ing their leave ( e igh t  fami l ie s  - in four c a s e s  twi ce ) went  only t o  
home v i l lage s . Fami l i e s  d id not a lways g o  home together . I n  one c a s e  
on ly the w i fe we nt t o  ga rden a nd harve s t ,  in other s wi fe  and chi ldren 
went a l one . In othe r c a s e s  hu sba nd s  on ly we nt for example , for a 
fune ra l or a footb a l l  ma t ch . In the mixed ma rr iages , one woman had 
been only to her hu sband ' s  v i l lage (and s he ma int a ined re la t ionshi p s  
large ly with people from h i s  language group) wh i le the other woman had 
been t o  b ot h  her own and her husband ' s  v i l lage ( she ma inta ined r e la t ion­
ships large ly with peop le from he r own language g roup ) . When she went 
to her v i l lage s he t ook her two i l legi t ima te chi ldre n ,  wh i l e at the s ame 
t ime her hu sband t ook h i s  own chi ld t o  h i s  v i l lage . 

Pa r t ic ipa t ion in ceremoni e s . A l l  fami l ie s  t ook par t  severa l t ime s 
in t rad it iona l ce remon ie s  in the ir  v i l lage s : two wome n returned for a 
wedd ing , four fami l ie s  v i s ited once or more for fune ra l  fea s t s  ( e i ther 
wi fe and chi ldre n ,  or a l l  returning) , three fam i l i e s  re turned two year s  
runni ng a t  b oth Ea s t er and Chri s tma s , two wome n re turned twi ce for 
p la nt ing a nd harve s t ing , and one family re turned t o  ce lebrate  the open­
ing of the hu sband ' s  br other ' s  new hous e . One fami ly had returned t o  
br ing back a re la t ive  and a no ther t o  a l l ow kin t o  farewe l l  two o f  t he ir 
. ch i ldren g o ing away t o  s chool . 

Fea s t s  were a l s o g iven in Hoh o l a , e it her t o  ce leb ra t e  event s oc curr ing 
in the home v i l lage s or for s imi lar  o c c a s ions in Hohola . For examp le , 
thre e fami l ie s  a t tended a mar r iage fea s t , one a chi ld -b ir th fea s t , four 
fune ra l fea s t s ,  and f ive chur ch ce leb ra t i on s . Ano ther fami ly arranged 
a farewe l l  fea s t  for ch i ldren going away to s chool The longer a f ami ly 
re s id ed in Hoh o la the more s uch ce lebra t i ons tended to occur f or Hoho la 
rather than v i l lage rea s ons . Hu sband s  a nd wive s a t t ended and t ook food 
t o  ceremonie s  in Hohola for a l l  but t he two mixed marr fami l ie s , 
where food wa s s e nt but only hu sband s  a t t ended . In both mixed marriages  
the  wive s had  par t ic ipa t ed in  cer emon ie s conne cted with t he ir hu sband s ' 
v i l la ge s , but not those  conne c ted with the ir own . 

Membership  in v i l lage organi s a t ions . S ix wome n had be l onged t o  
women ' s  club s  i n  the ir  v i l lages  and one wa s a l s o i n  of  a v i l l age 
cr icke t t eam 

Re la t ive s v i s i t ing and A l l  the wome n s a id they had many 
v i s it or s , b oth to s tay a nd f or br i e f  v i s i t s . A l l  fam i l i e s , except one 
very large one wh i ch had no more s leep ing space , had had kin s taying 
wi t h  them in Hoh o la for per iod s rang from a few n ight s t o  e ighteen 
month s .  S ome fami l i e s  had regular v i s i t or s , such as those who came 
week ly t o  s e l l  the ir produce a t  Koke marke t and s tayed overnigh t  
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c as es ) , or c ame monthly to  order goods for  the  v i l l age co -opera t ive 
s tore . O ther reas ons for s taying were : to s eek  work ( 8  c as e s ) , having 
work for which no accommoda t i on was ava i l ab le ( 4 ) , ho l idays ( 5 ) , t o  
s eek maintenanc e for a chi l d , pregnancy , t h e  i l lnes s o f  a re la t ive , 
mar riage c e l ebration and mar i tal  p rob l ems ( a l l  ment ioned onc e ) . I t  was 
genera l ly acc ep ted that i f  s uch  vi s i tors were working they woul d  c on­
t ribute food and money , but  l i t t le or nothing woul d  be  given i f  gues t s  
wer e  l ooking f o r  work , o r  v i s i t ing relat ives i n  hos p i t a l . Al though a l l 
the women s ai d  they l iked having v i s i tors , mos t  added qua l i fi c a ti ons 
s uch as  ' too many make me t ired ' or ' too many s ingle  b oys v i s i t  us ' .  
S ever a l  o thers fe l t  that they had fewer v i s i to r s  than they would have 
in  the i r  v i l l ages . Husb ands ' and wives ' kin c ame about equa l ly , excep t 
in  the mixed marr iages where in  one cas e the wi fe ' s  re la tive s pre ­
dominated , in  the o ther , the husband ' s .  

G i f t  exchange . Apar t from g i f t  exchange s among urb an resident s , l 

numerous exchange s b e tween town and rur a l  vi l l ages  took p lace through ­
out the year . F ive women fe l t  t hat  more was expec ted from them by thei r  
k i n  t han would be  s o  in  their vi l l age , two s ai d  l e s s was expec ted , and 
t he remainde r  were unc ertain  or fe l t  that i t  was about the s ame . S ix 
fami l i e s  frequent ly s ent food t o  home v i l lages , in  one cas e weekly . 
I n  ano ther , two b ags o f  r i c e , c o s t ing $ 5 . 20 each , were s ent home regu­
l ar ly ;  o ther fami l i e s  s ent c lothing or money regular ly . Four of  the s e  
fami l ies  rec e ived regular gi f t s  from home , general ly food , which i n  
harve s t  t ime c ame weekly t o  one fami ly . Mat s  were a l s o  rece ived . 
Three fami l ie s  s ai d  they s ent and rece ived things from the v i l l age only 
s omet ime s , and four , that they exchanged g i f t s  when they had vi s i to rs . 
One fami ly gave g i f t s  o f  $ 10 t o  $ 20 when the i r  gue s t s  le ft , whi le an­
o ther had g iven c lothes , food and money . O f  the s e  four fami l ies , only 
two s ai d  they received r e gular food s upp l i e s  from home . 

( i i i) Urbanis at i on and t radi tional i sm 

I t  was s igni f i c ant that p eop l e  wi t h  h i gh s cores i n  t o t a l  urb ani s a ­
t ion ( urban exp e r i ence p lus urb an as s oc iat i ons ) a l s o  had h i gh s cores  
in  trad i t iona l i sm ( trad i t i ona l l inks p lus t rad i t iona l as s oc i at i ons ) 
and tha t  the s e  two c ategor i e s  we re not at  oppo s i te ends o f  one axi s or 
c ont inuum wi th p eop le p rogre s s ing di rec t ly from one to the o ther as  i s  
s omet imes c ons idered , b u t  are s igni ficant ly re l ated at  the 0 . 02 5  l eve l 
o f  s i gni f i c anc e . 

S e e  p . 1 2 , footno te 1 .  
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I n  o ther words i t  was found that there wer e  four group s : one , wi t h  both 
l ow urbani s at i on and l ow t radi tionali sm ( 6  women) ; one wi th l ow urbani ­
s at ion b ut h i gh t radi t i onal i sm ( 1  woman) ; one wi t h  h i gh s cores in both 
(5  women ) ; and one wi th h i gh s cores in urbani s at i on b ut low s co res  in 
t radi t i onal ism ( 1  woman) . 

A l though no d i rec t p rogres s i on from trad i t iona l t o  urb an or i ent a t i on 
was found , the s e  res ul ts  app ear t o  s how s ome kind o f  p rogres s ion : from 
the women who are on the p e riphery o f  both urb an and trad i t i onal l i fe , 
wi th no s tr ong l inks or  many as s oc i at i ons i n  e i ther , t o  the woman who 
s t i l l  has no s trong urban l i nks but who s oc i al ly at  leas t , has made 
s ome as s oc iat i ons (wi th p eop le from her own l anguage group only) . Then 
c ome the middle  group , or  ' br id ge women ' (Nos . l ,  2 ,  6 ,  1 0 , 1 3 )  who have 
s trong l inks and comp lex s oc i a l  ne tworks in b oth urb an and t rad i t i onal 
s pheres . (The s e  are the s ame women ( and the only one s )  who have hi gh 
t o t a l  as s oc iat ions , c ons i s t ing o f  h igh s c or e s  in b o th urban and t r ad i ­
t ional as s o c i at i ons . )  They are the women who have h i gh s cores in 
ab i l i ty to  c op e  and to t a l  as s oc i at i ons , who are members of s everal 
group s  and al s o  thos e  who app ear t o  have leadership roles of one kind 
o f  anothe r , e . g .  they are church deacons , o f f i c e  holders in the women ' s  
c lub , baske tb a l l  c ap tains , e t c . F ina l ly , there i s  one examp l e  o f  a 
woman who has r e l inqui s hed her trad i t i onal l inks and as s o c i a t i ons , 
whi l e  inc reas ing her urb an as s o c i ations ( she knows the ·mo s t E ur op e ans , 
for examp l e ) . B o th her husband and hers e l f  have h i gh urban exp er i enc e 
s core s  and he was becoming es tab li s hed in p o l i t i c s  and achieving s t atus 
in the E urop e an c ommuni ty . Perhap s  it c an be argued that thi s  fami ly 
has p a s s ed t he t rans i t i ona l or  ' bridge ' s t age , wher e  dep endence (part ic ­
u l ar ly economic dependence )  on the home vi l l age and on the s ame 
vernacular s p eakers  was nec e s s ary , and had reached a l ater s tage , 
name ly s ec ure entry into t he dominant E ur opean c ommuni ty . 

( The h i gher the t o t a l  as soc i a t i ons a woman had , the mor e  urban 
rather than trad i t i onal as s o c i at i ons she had ( and the fewer r e l a t i ons 
wi th r e l a t ives and the mor e wi th E urop eans ) .  There were excep t i ons -
' b r idge women ' ,  who had h i gh urban and trad i t i onal as s o c i at i ons . 

( i i )  H i gh and low s co res  in urb an exp er ience were found t o  be  
re lated to  h i gh and low s c ores  in ab i l ity to  cope at  the  0 . 005  l eve l 
o f  s ficanc e . H i gh and low s cores  in urban exp e r i ence and t o t a l  
as s o c i a ti ons were a l s o  related at t h e  s ame l eve l o f  s i gni f i c anc e . 

( i i i )  T r ad i t i onal as s o c i a t i ons and trad i t iona l l inks were no t 
s igni f ic ant ly r e lated e i ther t o  each other or  to  o ther variab les , 
a l t hough there was s ome evidence t o  s how that h i gh and l ow s cores in 
trad i t i onal l inks were r e lated t o  h i gh and l ow s cores  in  percentage 
of a s s oc i at i ons wi th r e l a t ives . 

( iv )  S c ores  for total  urbani s at i on and trad i t iona l i sm were found , 
unexp ec ted ly , t o  be  s i gni f ic ant ly as s o c iated at the 0 . 02 5  leve l o f  
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s igni f ica nce a nd s o  d o  not form one ax i s  a l ong whi ch migrant s progre s s  
d irec t ly . Migrant s d o  not d i s p lace trad i t i ona l l i nk s  and a s s o c ia t i ons 
with urba n  one s s o  there is a s ta ge where both t r ad i t i ona l and urban 
l i nk s  and a s s o c ia t ions are high . 

Trad i t iona l i sm wa s not found to  be s f icant ly re lated t o  
ab i l i ty t o  cope a l though urban i s a t i on wa s a t  the 0 0 0 5  leve l o f  
s icance . 

The re su l t s  wh ich were a na lysed ab ove in ind ividua l terms can be  
grouped int o  f ive d i f ferent language group s  S ince there were s o  few 
subj e c t s , r e su l t s  can only be  an ind i c a t ion of  po s s ib l e trend s . Rank­
ing i s  b a s ed on gr oup average s core s  c a l cu l a ted from ind iv idua l s c or e s  
i n  each  item ,  sub - ca tegory a nd c a t egory . 

Tab le 4 

Trad i t i ona l i sm Mo tu Hula  Mixed Daru Trob r i a nd 
(Trobriand I s land s 

I s land s /Hul a )  

Trad i t i ona l Mo tu Mixed Hula Da ru Trob r iand 
a s s o c i a t ions I s land s 

Trad i t i ona l l inks Hu la Mixed Mo tu Da ru Tr obriand 

Tab le 5 

Urban i s a t i on Mo tu Mixed Hu la  Trobr iand Daru 
I s l and s 

Urban exper i ence Motu Mixed Daru Hu la Trobr iand 
I s land s 

Urban a s s o c i a t ions  Mixed Mot u  Trob r iand Hu la Daru 
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Perc entage of  
a s s o c i at i ons wi th 

T ab le 6 

r e l a t ives D aru Mo tu Mixed 

T o t a l  as s oc i at i ons Mo tu Mixed Hula 

Urb an p r ob l ems 

T o t a l  prob lems 

Tab le 7 

Mo tu  Mixed T rob r i and 
I s land s 

Motu  T robr i and Hula 

Hula 

T robr i and 

Daru 

Mixed 

T robr i and 
I s lands 

Daru 

Hula 

Daru 

The Motu group r anked h i ghes t or s econd hi ghes t in a lmo s t all  c atego­
r i e s : f i rs t in trad i ti ona l ism and t r ad i t iona l as s oc i a t ions , urb an i s a t i on 
and urb an exp e r i enc e , t o ta l  as s oc i at i ons and total  ab i l i ty t o  c op e , in 
urb an as s oc iat i ons and p erc entage of as s oc ia t i ons wi th r e l a t ive s i t  
ranked s ec ond , and only i n  t rad i t i onal l inks was i t  third . The s e  r e s u l t s  
s eem c ons i s t ent wi th t he h i s t ory o f  t h e  Motu  p e op le , one o f  t h e  f ir s t 
c ontac ted by Europeans and there fore having had the mos t  c ont ac t wi th 
urban l i fe .  The fac t that they a l s o  maintain h i gh t r ad i t i onal l inks 
adds further evi denc e  to the c onc lus i on that urban is at i on - trad i t i onal ism 
c anno t b e  meas ured on a s ingl e  axi s . Thi s c an a l s o  b e  acc ounted for by 
the re lat ive p roximi ty of Mo t u  v i l lages  to  Port Moresby . 

Rankings in  the mixed marr iage group were fai r ly cons i s tent ly s econd 
or thi rd : equal th ird  in tradit i ona l i sm , s ec ond in t radi t i onal as s o c i a ­
t i ons and t r ad i t i onal l inks , urb anis at ion and urban exper i enc e , and 
t o t a l  as s oc iat ions , third in p er c entage of as soc iat i ons wi th r e l at ives , 
s e c ond in urb an p rob l ems and fourth i n  t o t a l  p rob l ems . They were , how­
ever , fi rs t in  urb an as s o c i a t i ons 

Hula p eop le r anked s ec ond or four th fair ly c ons t ant ly , T rob r i and 
I s landers  maintained f i fth  pos i t i on fair cons i s t ently in the c at ego ­
r i e s  o f  t rad i t iona l i sm , t r ad i t ional as s oc i a ti ons , urban exp erience and 
percentage o f  as s oc iat i ons with r e l a t ive s , whi l e thi rd and four th i n  
urban as s o c i at i ons , urb ani s at i on and t o t a l  as s o c i at i ons , and s econd and 
third in ab i l i ty t o  cope . 



S S  

The Daru peop le , apar t from ranking f ir s t in  p e rcent age o f  as s o c i a ­
t ions wi th re lat ives ( a  typ ic a l ly t r ad i t i onal charact e r i s t i c ) , rank 
e i ther four th or fi fth  in mos t  o ther categor i e s . 

The s e  res ul t s  s eem t o  fo l low exp ec t a t i ons : the group s ori g inat ing 
neares t  Port Moresby receiv ing h i ghe s t s core s  in urbani s a t i on and 
maint aining h i gh trad i t i onal l i nks , l owe s t s cores  in percent age o f  
as s o c i at ions wi th r e la t ive s , and h i ghe s t in  total  as s o c i a t ions . 
Trob r i and I s lander s  and Daru groups r anked in reve r s e  order . The D aru 
group had p ar t i cular ly l ow s c ores  in  urban as s o c i a t i ons ( desp i t e  con­
s iderab le urb an exp e ri enc e ) , c omb ined wi th a h i gh perc entage o f  
as s oc i at i on s  with relat ives s core - they wer e  the mos t  ' c l anni s h ' 
group , mixing l i t t l e  wi th o ther l anguage group s  e ither formal ly or 
informa l ly . 



Chap te r  4 

The var i e ty o f  l inguis t i c , educat i ona l , r e l igious , t r ib a l  and 
c ul tural backgrounds of the Hoho l a  p eop l e  made the format ion o f  mixed 
loc a l  group s  d i f f i c ul t . There s eemed to  b e  two d is t in c t  kinds  o f  
group s  i n  Hohol a  whi c h  wi l l  b e  c a l led here formal and informa l . Formal 
groups were thos e organ i s e d  by p eop l e  out s ide Hohol a  ( gene ra l ly E urop eans) 
wi th formal cons t i tut ions and p r ocedure s , s uch  as r e l i gious , we l fare 
or  p o l i t ic a l  or gan i s a t i ons . I nformal group s were tho s e  organi s ed 
s p ontaneous ly by Hohol a  p eop l e  thems e lve s , s uch  as , in the case  o f  the 
women , various money- lend ing and gamb l ing group s  and the b as ke tba l l  
teams . The s tronge s t uni fy ing influenc e s  wi thin Hoho l a  were the in­
formal per s onal ne tworks c ompos ed of  r e l at i onships  wi th o ther tenants 
and membership o f  s ome o f  the informal group s . Women ' s  p ar t i c ip a t i on 
i n  informal group s  out s i de Hoho la  was l imi ted large ly t o  gamb l ing groups  
( for a few women) whi l e  per s onal r e l a t i onship s were made mainly in Koke 
market .  S ix women in the s amp le p ar t i c ip a t ed in formal group s  outs i de 
H oho l a . 

Formal groups  in Hohol a  

The Hoho l a  Progre s s  As s o c i a t i on was ori gina l ly s e t  up a s  a l ink 
b e tween Hoho l a  c i t i zens and the Admini s trati on . Members  had he lped t o  
b ui l d  t h e  s choo l , p laygrounds and t he we l fare hal l , and h a s  a l s o  
agi tated f o r  s t ree t  l i gh t ing , t h e  numb e r in g  o f  hous es , drainage , b us 
s he l ters , s ea l ing o f  the road and quicker at t ent i on t o  c omp laints  about 
hous es . Larger p ro j ec t s  inc luded  ur ging the e s tab l i s hment of a local  
government c ounc i l , a c o - op er a t ive s tore , a marke t and sports  ground 
for Hoho l a . Members  a l s o  p res s ed for a s p eed l imi t for the Hoho l a  
area , and at  one s tage hoped  t o  es t ab l i sh a p r int ing pres s and news 
p aper . 

The commi t tee was f i rs t formed in 1 9 60 b ut the as s oc ia t i on was not 
we l l  s upp orted unt i l  reorgani s ed in 1 9 6 1 . Then , however , the p re s ident  
t r ave l l ed overs eas , and i t  l ap s ed s omewhat unt i l  the  midd le o f  19 63 , 
when a new pres ident was e l ec ted . (The only woman member e lec ted to  
the c ommi ttee  was a woman from the s amp le , No . 2 . )  If  given more p ower 
th i s  as s o c i at ion could have been an imp or t ant uni fying fac tor in Hoho l a . 
Al l adul t  r e s idents were e l i gib le to  j oin for SOc per annum , and i t  was 
the only organi s at ion c ontaining members o f  a l l  cul tural  group s  in 
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Hoho l a , inc lud ing mixed - r ac e  peop le . To  the end o f  19 63 , s upport was 
rather hal f -hear ted and the men fe l t  very frus trated with 
the i r  lack of p ower , as  progres s with any maj or dec i s ion needed 
Admini s tration P arent s ' and c i t i z ens ' as s oc iat i ons were 
e s t ab l i s hed at  and p r imary s choo l s  as  a l ink b e tween 
t eacher s  and They d i d  not , howeve r , a t t rac t much s uppor t , 

p erhap s  becaus e fe l t  they were b e ing  d i rec ted rather 
than cons ul ted . l Adul t e duc a t ion c las s e s  were be gun at the end o f  
19 63  b y  a E urop ean youth l e ader newly app ointed t o  the Admini s tr a t i on . 

language cour s e s  for women s tarted firs t , and others were to 
fo l l ow according to p eop le ' s  wis hes . A Young Married s ' C lub, be gun at  
the end o f  19 aimed to bring marr i e d  coup les  c lo s er toge ther and to 
d i s c us s  urban prob l ems , par t i c ularly marital  ones . I t  s eemed to  be  
we l l  at tended in its  e ar ly s tages , wh ich supports  the c onc lus ion that 

c lub s  wer e  badly needed 

Hoho la  women ' s  c lub was e s t ab l i shed in 1 9 6 1  b y  t h e  S o c i a l  We l fare 
B r anch o f  the Department o f  D i s t r i c t  Adminis trat ion . S inc e then i t  had 
been r un mainly by vo lunteers - non-p rofes s ional wives o f  Adminis tr a t i on 

(mainly doctors ) , wi th occas ional v i s i t s by depar tmen t a l  s o c ial  
workers  E i gh t  o f  the s amp le women were ac t ive members in 19 63 ( inc lud -

a l l  tho s e  c las s i fied in the high ab i li ty s yndrome ) . 2 One was the 
pres ident , another the immedi ate pas t pres ident and another a c ommi t tee 
member The three Daru women in the s amp l e  had been members  unt i l  ' the 
sp l i t ' in 1 9 62 , whi ch aro s e  from a d i s a greement between c lub members  on 
ac t ion to be t aken when one memb e r  ' borrowed ' a s ub s t ant i a l  amount from 
the b a s ketbal l c lub . Opinions d ivided according t o  r e l i gious and 
l anguage group a l le giance s ,  and even invo lved s everal husbands . The 
argument s pread to the women ' s  c lub ,  res u l t ing in the e lec t i on of new 
o f fice  bearers  and c ommi t te e  and a change o f  members  - s ome l eaving and 
s ome new ones  J oining Membership s t ead i ly dec l ined dur'ing the year . 
The borrower and her f r iends , howeve r , remained influent i a l  members . 
The o f fi c e  bearers e lec ted in F ebruary 1 9 633 were a l l  e i ther Hula or 
Mo tu  women from ' o ld ' Hoho la , as was the c ommi t tee excep t for one 
Kerema woman . At th i s  e lec t i on , app roxima t e ly thirty women wer e  p re ­
s ent , the maj be ing Mo tu  and Hula ( the two mos t  urbani s ed o f  the 
s amp le l anguage group s )  wi th a o f  Kerema and o ther women . 

1 
The s e  c omments app l i ed more t o  the p r imary s choo l as s o c i a t i on than 

to  t he two p r e - s chool as s o c i at i ons , one o f  whi c h  was app aren t ly we l l  

2 

3 

and he l d  s evera l working bees  t o  fac i l i ti es and 

S e e  pp 66- 9 .  

E le c t i ons were always conduc ted for thes e o f fice  bearers and a l s o  
i f  any sma l l c ommi t tees  were needed during the year , e . g .  t o  organi s e  

for vis i tors  o r  t o  inspec t Hoho l a  hous e s . 
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Dominated by women from two l anguage group s  only , wi th a h i s tory o f  
d i s agreemen t  and al le giance b as ed o n  l anguage and re l igious a f fi l iat i ons , 
and wi th dec l ining membership , the women ' s  c lub i l lus trated a s i tua t i on 
which c an res u l t  from the fragment i ng pres s ures  in Hoho la . S ince 
government  p o l i c y  from ear ly pos t -war days has advocated thes e c lub s  
as  the main educ at i onal med i um  for women , i t  s eems important t o  analys e 
thi s  urban ' e l i te ' c lub more c los e ly . 

P l ate 1 5 . A formal group - the women ' s  c l ub in Hoho l a  c ommuni ty 
ha l l  (note  uni forms ) . A danc e group was rehears ing in 
p rep aration for the Por t More sby women ' s  c lub s s how .  

I f  the s uc c e s s o r  fai l ure o f  a group c an b e  j ud ged by the degree to  
wh ich it  mee t s  its  origina l  aims , i ts degree of  ac t iv i ty or v i t a l i ty , 
i t s  member s hip and the s at i s fac t ion o f  thei r  needs , then Hoho l a  women ' s  
c lub in  1 9 63 was no t a s uc c es s , whi l e  s uch informal group s  as the 
women ' s  baske tba l l  t e ams , gamb l ing and nei ghbourhood as s oc i at i ons 
were . l The fo l lowing reas ons are s ugge s ted for i t s  fai lure 0 F irs t ly ,  
there was a l ac k  o f  unde rs tand ing by members  o f  group proces s e s . No t 
onc e d id a l l  women ' s  c lub members  combine the i r  ac t ivi t ies for a group 
p ro j ec t . The o f f i c e  b e arers  and their fr iends were the focus o f  any 

1 S ee pp 6 1 - 3 
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ac t iv i ty , s uc h  as working bees  t o  h e l p  bui ld  t h e  communi ty church o r  
p rovis i on o f  hosp i ta l i ty f o r  v i s i tors . O ften when over t  di s agreement 
occurred , d ivis ions we re on l anguage l ines . The c oncep t of the women ' s  
c lub as a group t o  which a l l contr ibuted for the good o f  a l l  s eemed 
d i f f icul t for the Hoho l a  women t o  grasp . There were numerous examp l e s  
o f  group funds b e ing borrowed f o r  indivi dual needs . At t h e  annua l 
women ' s  c lub s  s how in Port Moresby , a dance group repre s ent ing Hohol a  
made c o s tumes and p rac t i s ed for weeks and exc l uded women who j oined 
late or  danced b ad ly . A few hours b e fore the show , however , it broke 
up as a res u l t  o f  minor d i s agreement s ,  extra p eop le were inc l uded , and 
s ome o f  the we l l  trained women r e fus ed to danc e . The not i on o f  group 
uni ty d id no t app e ar s trong enough t o  s upp re s s  c entripetal  t endenc ies . 

S e c ond ly , c on f l i c t  in expec t a tions b e tween c l ub members  and the 
vo l untary E uropean leader s eems t o  have been cruc i al in the l ack o f  
intere s t i n  the c lub .  Mos t  Hoho l a  women had very few c ontac t s  wi th 
E urop eans and tho s e  they met wer e  general ly author i t ar i an or maternal 
in t he i r  at t it ud e s  t o  t hem: for examp le , women whos e  husbands worked 
in the C ommonweal th Depar tment of Works had the i r  hous es  ins p e c te d  
regular ly ,  r a t i ons given o u t  and c omp laint s a t t ended t o , a l l  by  
autho r i t ar ian E urop e an men ;  in  s hop s out s ide Hoho l a , as s is t ants o ften  
b ehaved in authori t ar i an or di s c r iminat ory fash i on . E urop ean women 
c ontac ted  were general ly vo l untary worke r s  o f  c lubs or as s oc iations , 
s uch  as  the women ' s  c lub , when again they were in a teaching or 
mat erna l role , and the H oho l a  women wer e  ' pup i ls ' .  Becaus e  o f  this , 
women c ame to  exp e c t  E urop e ans t o  exer c i s e  the ini t ia t ive and to  adop t 
p as s ive or s ubmi s s ive r o l e s  thems e lve s . E uropeans wer e  accep ted as  
knowing b e s t , and having s ki l l s , knowledge , wea l th and educ a t i on to  
s h are wi th t ho s e  l ac king them . Unt i l  1 9 63 , all  the vo luntary leader s  
o f  t h e  Hoho l a  women ' s  c lub and even Admini s trat ion we l fare workers  
c on formed t o  thi s image . Members  of  the women ' s  c lub named the l eade r s  
they t hought had b een ' good ' in  t h e  c lub .  From que s t i oning i t  app e ared 
that the me thods of a l l  the s e  women had b een author i t ar i an , wi th p l anned 
p rogrammes for each mee t ing  in which s p e c i fic  new s ki l l s  were t augh t . 
They expec ted  this  t o  c on t inue . 

I n  1 9 63 a woman t rained in group work t ook over leader sh ip o f  the 
c lub and , f o l l owing the p r i nc ip les  of p r o fe s s i onal group work , wai ted 
for the ideas and d irec t i on to c ome from the women thems e lves . To  
women wai t ing  t o  b e  o rgani s e d , us ed t o  b eing d i rec ted and led , this  
b ehaviour was  incomp rehens ib l e . A fur ther d i f f i c ul ty was  the l ac k  of  
c omp rehen s i on , on both  s ides , o f  th i s  c on f l i c t ,  in part  due t o  the l ac k  
o f  a c ommon l anguage . T h i s  r e s ulted  in much t a l k  about what s hould be  
done b ut l i t t le ac t ivi ty , and. s ome women even admi t te d  t o  at tending out 
of p o l i t ene s s and c our t e s y  to  the leader . The fac t that the Admini s tr a ­
t i on viewed women ' s  c l ub s  as adu l t  educ a t i onal ins t i t ut i ons had b een 
general ly unders tood by the women who fe l t , there fore , inc reas ed frus tra­
t i on a t  the  inac t iv i ty . 

Thirdly , the re was a lack o f  s at i s fac t ion o f  the needs o f  members . 
Jahod a  ( 1 9 6 1 : 1 08 f f )  s ugge s ted  that the ' or ientation o f  infe r i or i ty ' 
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is  c harac t er i s t ic of a ' divided value s ys tem ' . In Hoho l a  there was a 
d i f ferenc e  be tween what women fe l t  they s hould want ( learn new ways , 
ac c ep t  E urop e an value s ) and what  in fac t they d i d  want , as evidenced 
from their behaviour , c onve r s a t ions and very s uc c e s s ful informal group s : 
money , le i s ure ac t ivi t i e s , group ident i fi c at i on , individual p ar t ic ipa­
t i on t o  ach i eve s tat us wi thin a group , phys i c a l  exerc i s e , t ime t o  talk , 
s ing , dance and increase  thei r  network o f  as s oc iat i ons . The programme 
o f  the Hoho l a  women ' s  c l ub c ons i s ted  mainly o f  c ons t ant d i s c us s ion and 
p r ac t ic e  of how to improve the women ' s  dai ly dome s t i c  chores  s uch as 
new ways o f  c ooking , was hing , s ewing , feeding b ab i e s  and hygiene . 
Obvious ly ' Europ e an ways ' or women ' s  c lubs which repre s ented them had 
both a negat ive and a p o s i t ive valenc e . On the one hand , E urop e an 
values o f  hygi ene , educ a t i on and the accumulat i on o f  money and pos s e s ­
s ions were accep ted as good things t o  asp ire t o , but on the o ther hand , 
i t  was c on s idered ' good ' t o  s hare p o s s e s s i ons , food and money , and be 
' born in the garden ' ,  not ' in money ' .  There is  a Hula s aying , for 
examp le , that ' a  p er s on who divides and has nothing in his hands is a 
good man ' or , as  Mal i nows ki ( 19 2 2 : 9 7 )  s ai d  o f  Trob r i and I s lander s : ' A  
man who owns a thing i s  na t ural ly expec ted  t o  s hare i t , t o  d i s t r ibute 
i t , t o  b e  its  t rus tee and d i sp enser . And the h i gher the rank , the 
greater the ob l i ga t i on . . . .  Thus the main s ymp t om of b e ing p owe r ful i s  
to  be  wea lthy , and o f  wea l th i s  t o  be  generous . '  Thus the i nd i genous 
ideal of p res t i ge re lated to  d i s tr ib ut i on is in oppos i t ion t o  the 
Wes tern one re lated t o  s av ing and pe r s onal wea l th , val ue s  o f t en t augh t , 
for examp le , in re l a t i on t o  b udge t ing or b anking in women ' s  c lub s . 1 

The fo l lowing q uo t a t i on from a l e t ter t o  me from the husband o f  a 
woman in the s amp l e  des c r ib e s  the kind o f  wi fe ly role  many hus b ands 
expec t :  

In 1 9 5 5  I went on leave and got marr ied . I b rough t my ex-wi fe 
t o  Por t Moresby . She was a good hous ewi fe , b ut s he d i d  not find 
any b ab ies . S o  in 1 9 5 7  I took her home and l e f t  her . I n  1 9 5 8  
I g o t  married  again and here s h e  i s  now . A t  pres ent I am qui t e  
happy w i t h  my wi fe and chi l dren . My wi fe c an d o  b e t ter  hous e ­
work . She  c an look after  b ab i e s . There fore when I get my pay 
I don ' t  keep my money mys e l f , I g ive i t  to  her t o  look after  i t  
for food . 

Many women , too , have thi s  tradi t i onal image o f  thems e lves as  s uppliers 
o f  husband ' s  and chi ldren ' s  needs , and unl es s the husb and i s  d i s s at i s ­
f i ed , i t  s eems unl ikely that women wi l l  fee l ob l i ged t o  l earn new ways . 

' The urb an c u l ture has los t a great deal  through the inevi tab le 
d i s appearance o f  i t s  symb o l s  o f  value . The new s ymb o l s  are as ye t 
mater i a l  only and do not app roach the emo t i onal s i gni f i c ance o f  the 
o ld We b e l i eve that of the many change s c ons equent up on urban i s a t i on , 
the p r ob lem o f  a l t er a t i on o f  value s ys t ems is  prod�c t ive o f  p s ycho logi c a l  
t ens i on and b ewi l derment , b ut I do n o t  fee l  t h a t  i t  i s  a p ermanent 
fac tor  in the p roduc t ion of p s ycho logical  d i s orde r ' ( S inc lair  1 9 62 : 1 1 ) . 
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F orma l group s for chi ldren i n  Hohol a  ( ap ar t  from pre - and p r imary 
s choo l s )  inc luded a newly formed Guide c omp any , and S cout troop , B ib l e  
s tudy group , YWCA youth c l ub ,  and a p ro j ec te d  s er i e s  o f  educ a ti ona l 
c our s e s  Par t ly due t o  l ac k  o f  leadership , equipment and fac i l i t ie s , 
none was p ar t i c ul ar ly vital , al though the youth c lub began ve ry 
energe t i c a l ly wi th s uppor t from the Port Moresby Rot ary and Apex c lubs . 
W i th the c omp le t ion o f  the communi ty hal l  in 1 9 63 , i t  was hoped that 
s uch ac t ivi t i e s  would increas e . T rying to  d i s c over what  young peop l e  
thems e lves wanted , ins t ead o f  p rovi d ing what was thought t o  be good for 
them , was an encouraging deve lopment under t aken by the newly app ointed 
youth organi s er . 

The forma l ly s tr uc tured group s , wi th chairman , s ec r e t ary , commi t tees , 
e t c . , t o  which Hoho la  women b e l onged in Port Mores by we re few . Women 
from the s amp le a t tended only two c ommi t tees  and c lub s  o f  a non- re l i gious  
kind ( a l though s ix a t t ended  r e l i g ious ones ) . The firs t was the C entral  
Women ' s  C ommi t t ee ( s ince d i s b anded)  which me t every three  months t o  
d i s cus s p rob l ems a f fec t ing women in  t h e  P o r t  More s by area . I t  was 
chaired by t he D i s trict  C ommi s s ioner and o ther Adminis tr a ti on pers onne l 
were member s . The one member o f  Hoho la on this  commi t te e  was one o f  
the ' hi gh ab i l i ty s yndrome ' women whos e  husb and was al s o  on a numb e r  o f  
commi t te e s  ( b o th had had much urban exper i ence ) . The C ontac t C lub , 
though church insp i red , me t for adul t  educ at i on and s oc ia l  mixing o f  
d i f ferent rac i a l  and c u l tur a l  group s . Ta lks were given , rec ipe s  ex­
changed and cooked at mee t ings , and group ac t ivi t i es under t aken . 

Al l the o ther c lubs or commi t t e e s  were re l igious and / or s o c i a l , 
c atering for a s p ec i fi c  denomina t i on and genera l ly run by a E uropean 
mini s ter or  h i s  wi fe : Koke Pap ua E kales i a  women ' s  c lub , Methodi s t  
women ' s  c lub ,  Koke church counc i l , Trob r i and I s l ands communi ty c lub 
and Trob r i and I s l ands s avings and loan s oc i e ty ( a l though hus b ands only 
b e l onged t o  the las t ) . 

Sma l l  in forma l c hurch  group s were or gani s ed on denominat ional and 
there fore c u l tural  l ines . l T hus the re were group s  o f  Me thod is ts 
(Trob r i and I s l ands area) , C atho l i c s  (Yule I s l and area) , and Pap ua 
Ekales ia (Mo tu , Hula , e t c . )  whi c h  me t in p r ivate hous es  in Hoho l a  on 
S undays . The new ' communi ty c hurch ' ,  f inis hed in 1 9 63 , was b ui l t  t o  
counterac t s uch r e l igious f i s s i on by  c ommuna l  wor s hip f o r  al l deno ­
minat i ons , b ut by the end o f  the s tudy the c ongre ga t i on cons i s ted  
large ly of  P apua E kales i a  members  on  whos e  l and the  church was b ui l t , 
and p lans wer e  b eing made to  b ui l d  o ther churches for o ther denomina­
t ions . 

1 
S ee p . 9 .  
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Gamb l ing group s  were common and very p opular Genera l ly the ir core 
was mono - l ingui s t i c : women from the Daru area as s oc i at ed wi th one 
p ar t i c ular Daru woman , two large ly Hula group s  cent red around Hula 
speakers  and so on . Though i l legal  and frowned upon by churches and 
s ome hus b ands , other hus b ands o f t en j oined the women in their  game s . 
A l l  b ut three o f  the s amp le o ft en gamb led and two were ' leaders ' .  
Apar t from the s o c i a l  and entertainment func t i on o f  gamb l ing , there 
were a l s o  the e lement s  of mag ic , exc i tement and pos s ib l e  economi c gain 
s urround ing i t . Women o f t en ar gued that the i r  winnings he lped s o lve 
the i r  f inanc i a l  di f fi c u l t i e s . I t  was a l s o  b e l i eved that t o  be lucky 
was t o  b e  p os s es s ed o f  a kind o f  which l y  increased the 
s t at us of the p os s es s o r  in the eyes of the group I t  could be argued 
perhap s  that gamb l ing rep laced s ome o f  the trad i t ional magical  r i t ual s , 
one o f  the func t i ons o f  whi c h  i s  the attemp t to  s ome control  over 
an unpredic tab l e  envi ronment . Al s o , as B loch ( 19 5 1 : 2 1 6) s ugge s t s , the 
chance e lement is p ar t i cularly exp lo i ted in  thos e s oc ie t ie s  where 
s tatus is large ly dependent upon ' comp e t i t ive  pecuni ary s tandards ' .  

P late 1 6 . S o c i a l  ne tworks c an be increas ed through 
informal encounters  at Koke marke t 
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Hoho l a , wi th its  l ack o f  f inanc i a l  and s oc ia l  s ec ur i ty and i ts new 
s tatus s ymb o l s  o f  money and mat erial  pos s e s s i ons , would c e r tainly s eem 
to be s uch  a s oc iety . 1 

S ome o f  the women organi s ed informal s avings and loan group s in 
whi c h  money would be borrowed by each o f  the members  on a l ternate p ay 
days . For examp le , in a group o f  four members , three would  p ay app rox­
imate ly $4 t o  the ' re c e iver ' of the day . By this me thod , money c ould 
be  ob t a ined t o  b uy chi l dren ' s  c lo thes and hous eho l d  art i c les  which 
c ou l d  not otherwi s e  have b een bough t  as near ly all  ava i l ab le c as h  
( after rent and ut i l i t i e s  had been p a i d  for) was s pent o n  food ( s ee 
T ab le 8 ) . S amp le women p ar t i c ip a t ing in the s e  s chemes were e i ther 
from t he Trob r i and I s l ands or had Trob r i and I s land hus b ands or  c lo s e 
friends . This  me thod o f  s aving i s  o ft en cal led ' companying ' and i s  
wide ly p r ac t i s ed i n  the urban area . Perhap s they adop ted the idea 
from t he Trobriand I s l ands s avings and loan s oc ie ty which  was formed 
in Augus t 1 9 6 2  and formal ly regis tered in June 1 9 63 - the firs t o f  
many s uch group s  in the c ountry . 

There were four women ' s  bas ke tb a l l  t e ams c ap tained and organis ed by 
Hoho l a  women . F ive s amp le women p layed , two being c ap tains . Suppor t 
for and interes t  in the s e teams was keen , and inc luded not only the 
p ar t i c i p a t ing women but a l s o  o ther women , husbands and chi ldren . 
Matches drew l ar ge crowd s . Out s ide mat ches wi th o ther v i l lages 
general ly invo lved many Hoh o l a  fami l ies  in p reparing food , g i f t  ex­
change s , trans p or t and hos p i ta l i ty . There were s trong r iva l r i e s  
b e tween t h e  teams , e a c h  o f  which t ook great  p r ide in i t s  uni fo rm and 
appearanc e . The imp o r t ance o f  uni forms to b o th the Hoho l a  women ' s  
c lub and t he baske tb a l l t e ams and the money and t ime s p en t  in making 
them i ndicate  perhaps the s trength of the de s i re to  ' be long ' t o  s ome 
we l l -d e fined group . Even s p e c i a l  s hoes and s oc ks were bought , a l though 
i t  was very r are for Hoho l a  women to wear shoes of any kind . When a 
memb e r  of  t he Hoho la  women ' s  c lub d i ed in 1 9 63 , women i n  c lub uni form 
( the b ody a l s o  spec ial ly dre s s ed in uni form wi th a new p air o f  s oc ks )  
p layed an important p ar t  in the mourning c eremony , even though they 
were not kin nor even from the s ame l anguage group . The b as ke tb a l l 
t e ams in mos t  c as e s  inc luded women from var ious l anguage group s , al ­
though the core was gene r a l ly o f  the s ame l anguage group as  the c ap tain . 
An intere s t ing feature was that the formal c ommi t te e  ( p r e s i dent , 
s ec re t ary and t ime- keeper)  was c omp o s ed ent i r e ly o f  respec ted o lder 
H oho l a  �' thus repeat ing in miniature  the s oc ia l  s truc t ure of the 
home v i l l ages . 

There was enormous j eal ous y over  inequa l i t i e s  in mate r i a l  p o s s e s s i ons . 
When , for examp le , one fami ly ob tained s ome l inol e um ,  a l l  kinds o f  
rumours s pread a s  t o  how and why i t  was obt ai ned . Di f ferenc e s  i n  kind s  
and q ua l i ty o f  p o s s e s s i ons  were end l e s s ly p ointed o u t  and d i s c us s ed 
This  was a l s o  true in the c a s e  o f  the author ' s  pos s es s i ons where d i f ­
ferenc e s  c aus ed no t only j ea l ousy but a l s o  b arriers  t o  c ommunication . 
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P late 1 7 . A women ' s  b as ketba l l  match at Hoho la . Men commi t tee 
members  s i t on a special  b ench , o ther s upporters  on 
the ground .  Not e  uni forms and tootwear . 

P la t e  1 8 . Members  o f  t he Hoho l a  women ' s  c lub , in uni form , p ar t i ­
c ip at e  a s  mourners a t  the b ur i a l  o f  one o f  their 
ex-members . They a l s o  p repared the wreaths and cros s . 
The woman not in  uni form i s  not from Hoho l a , b ut unl i ke 
the women ' s  c lub members , i s  one o f  the dead woman ' s  kin . 
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In thi s s tudy i t  was found that  the  more urban exp eri ence a woman 
had the greater  was her ne twork o f  as s o c i a t i ons , wi th genera l ly l e s s 
as s oc i a t ions wi th relative s and mor e  wi th E urop eans . Women wi th les s 
urb an exper ience , on the o ther  hand , had lower as s oc iat i ons , o r  l e s s 
c omp l ex s oc ia l  ne twork , con s i s t ing more  o f  re l a t ive s , les s o f  E urop eans , 
and more o f  peop le speaking the s ame vernacu l ar as thems e lves . As 
a s s oc i at i on s c ores ros e , they thus cons i s ted more of urban as s oc iat i ons 
and les s of trad i ti onal one s . There was a l s o  a d i s t ingui shab le group 
o f  women who were c a l led ' br idge women ' (Nos . l ,  2 ,  6 ,  1 0 ·, 1 3 )  who 
maintained h i gh as s oc iat ions wi th both  t rad i t i ona l and urb an peop le . 
Thus i t  woul d  s eem that in thi s  s amp l e  group there was s ome kind o f  
p ro gre s s i on in  ne twork format ion , from a n  inner r ing o f  known r e l a t ives 
and thos e speaking the s ame vernac ular t o  other , non-vernac ular speaker s . 

A s imi l ar p rogre s s ion was found in group membership Women f i r s t 
j oined vernacular speakers in informa l  group s s uch as  gamb l ing , then 
j oined informal  group s  where o ther l an guages were s poken , or more formal 
group s , and only the mos t  urban i s ed o f  the women j oined forma l , mixed 
l anguage group s  out s ide Hoho l a  

Thus , there d o e s  app e ar to  be  evidenc e to  s uppor t hyp o thes i s  2 that 
new ne tworks of as s o c i a t i ons wi l l  be formed in a cer tain orde r : firs t 
wi th r e lat ives , then wi th o thers ( s ame vernacular ) , then informa l groups 
wi l l  b e  j oined ( s ame vernac ular) , as s oc i a t i ons with other l anguage 
group s wi l l  then be made , and fina l ly forma l  group s  wi l l  be j oined 
c ons i s t ing of p eop le from mixed l anguage group s . 

Only two women in the s amp le had reached the final s tage o f  group 
membership . The o ther s  e i ther b e l onged to no group s  out s i de Hoho l a , 
or  only t o  re l i gi ous ones  s uch as  the Methodi s t women ' s  c lub . In 
c ont ras t ,  s even men be l onged t o  s uch  c lub s , one man be longing to as 
many as  e leven c ommi t te e s  or as s o c ia t ions of a we l fare or p o l i t ic a l  
nature , ano ther t o  five . Spor t ing  group s f o r  men we re genera l ly as s o ­
c iated  with a p ar t icular church  and the s e  were a l s o  p opular . Sport ing 
group s  for women were or gan i s ed by  tho s e  interes te d  in  Hoho l a  and were 
independent of any out s i de organi s a t i on . Al l the women in the s amp l e  
b e l onged t o  at  leas t one group T en b e l onged t o  in forma l group s i n  
Hoho l a  s uch as gamb l ing or money l ending group s , 5 t o  t h e  H ohol a  baske t ­
b a l l  t e ams , 8 t o  forma l gro up s  such a s  the women ' s  c lub i n  Hoho l a  or 
r e l i gi ous group s out s ide , and only 2 ,  as already ment i oned , b e longed 
to formal we l fare or p o l i ti c al group s . 

When group memb e r s hip i s  re la t ed to  as s oc i at i on ne tworks , the fo l l ow-
ing p a t t ern emerges A woman wi th a o f  as s oc ia t i ons i s  never 
a member of forma l group s only , b ut is e i ther a member of both formal 
and i nforma l , or , more o ften , informa l group s only A woman with  a 

o f  as s o c i a t i ons , on the other hand , i s  genera l ly e i ther a 
member o f  forma l group s onl y , or o f  both formal and informa l . 
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Women with as s oc i a t i ons were in every case ( exc ep t No 13 , 
whos e husband prevented her a t t ending any c lubs des p i te her des ir e  to)  
members  o f  formal group s , and in f ive c as es  members o f  both formal and 
informal group s . On the other hand , in four out o f  f ive c a s e s  women 
wi th as soc iat ions were members  only of the fi rs t kind o f  
Hoho l a  in formal group ( in the remaining cas e the woman was a l s o a 
member o f  a formal group ) . The two women wi th h i gh t rad i t i onal as s o ­
c iations and l ow urban as s oc i at i ons (Nos . 9  and 1 2 )  be longed only t o  
informal trad i t ional group s . 

F ina l ly , a l l  women in the s amp l e  who wer e  c l as s i f ied in the c at egory 
o f  r hi gh abi l i ty s yndrome ' e ither b e l onged t o  formal group s  on ly or t o  
forma l  p lus informal ( again No . 13 be ing t h e  exc ep t ion) , whi le women i n  
the ' low ab i l i ty s yndrome ' b e l onged e i ther t o  informal group s  only o r  
t o  informa l p lus f orma l . 

T hus i t  s eems that there i s  a p rogres s i on in memb e rs hip o f  di f ferent  
kinds o f  group s  whi c h  p ara l l e l s  that  of  social  ne twork forma t i on . 

I t  was found that when a l l  the important s cores  were re lated , women 
fe l l  into two d i s t inc t c ategorie s , each o f  which had s p ec i fic  charac ­
t er i s t i c s  The s e  have been c a l led t he .:.:.=::.c.:.:.....;;;;.;.:.=-.;;:..;;;;..;..;.......;;;.;;;;..;;.;;;;..;;.,::;;...J.._.;;;.�;.;;;.;:�;;.;;;..;;;.. 

The h i gh ab i l i ty s yndrome i s  made up o f  the fol l owing charac ter i s t ic s  
( i t  inc l udes  women Nos 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  6 ,  1 0 , 1 2 , 1 3 ) : high s core in ab i l i ty 
to  c op e , t o t a l  as s oc i at i ons , urb an as s o c i a t i ons ( exc ep t in 2 c as es ) , 
s i tuat i ona l s uppor t s  ( exc ep t in one c a s e , and a l s o  not nec e s s ar i ly 
h i gh income ) , urb an exp er i ence ( excep t in one cas e ) , l ow percent age o f  
as s o c i at i ons with r e l a t ives ( excep t i n  2 c a s e s ) , c lub membership ( excep t 
in 2 c a s e s , one b eing No . 1 3 ) . Only four women in the h i gh ab i l i t y  
syndrome a l s o  had h i gh t r ad i t ional l inks and there was n o  r e l a t i on 
b e tween s ep ar a t i on o f  conj uga l  roles  e i ther wi th the l ow or high s yndrome . 

The l ow ab i l i ty s yndrome (which inc ludes  women Nos 4 ,  5 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  
1 1 ) i s  made up o f  the fo l lowing oppos i te charac t er i s t ic s : 
in ab i l i ty to  cope , t o t a l  as s oc i at i ons , urban as s oc i at i ons exc ep t  in 
one c as e) , l ow s i tua t i onal s uppor t s  ( excep t in one c as e , and not nec e s ­
s ar i ly l ow income ) , urban exp er i ence . E xcep t in two c as e s , s c ores for 
t rad i t i onal l inks and t r ad i ti onal as s oc ia t i ons were low .  Women i n, thi s  
c ategory a l s o  s cored low i n  c lub membership 

The fo l lowing two examp les  are extreme i l lus t r a t i ons o f  members  o f  
t h e  h i gh and l ow ab i l i ty s yndr ome s . Mos t  women f e l l s omewhere b e tween 
them . An ext reme examp l e  of the low ab i l i ty s yndrome was a woman ( No . 4 ) 
wi th four chi ldren who was a l s o  guard i an t o  her mothe r ' s  s i s ter ' s  
daught er S he was a lways unt id i ly dre s s ed , her garden was s tr aggly , 
and t he few p os s e s s i ons i ns i de the house l ay around in  d i s order . The 
wal l s  and f l oor were d i r ty , and s trewn wi th food Interviews were 
c onduc ted s i t t ing on the c oncrete  f loor , rather than on the us ual mat s , 
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wi th unat tended sores . The chi ldren were toi l e t  t r ained , 
and the ir a t tendance at  s c hoo l was erratic  h e lp ed thems e lves to  
cold  rice  when hungry and there were no t enough to ne t s  for them 
a l l . The i r  mo ther in the i r  t o thers . S h e  h a d  no 
p lans for the i r  future , knew no me thods and had had a 
chi l d  every one or two years s inc e Her husband c ont r o l led 
mos t  of  the money , any ac count s and d i d  mos t  o f  the s hopp ing . Her 
few a s s oc iations were mainly wi th women from her own l anguage group , 
wi th a h i gh o f  c ontac t s  wi th relat ives She  b e l onged t o  no 
formal c lub s b ut to one informal gamb group . S he knew very few 
E urop eans , her a t t i t ude t o  them be ing ' I  Her s i t uational 

were l ow , for a l though her husband ' s  income was h i gh , h i s  
urbani s a t i on was not . Desp i t e  urban res idenc e s h e  s poke only one 
l anguage (Mo t u , the franc a)  bes ides  her own . S he had had only 
one year ' s p aid  work and had only a l i t t l e mi s s ion primary e ducat ion . 
Her re l i gi ous a t tend anc e was erratic . Her , howeve r , were a l l  
born in tal and her ceremony was per formed at  the d i s tric t 
o f f ic e . 

The rad io in the house was 
were no magazines or b ooks 

t he husband ' s  emp loyer , but there 
a B ib le .  The fami went t o  

the 

Ne i ther husband or wi fe had a hous e in  thei r  v i l The wi fe had 
no l and or t ree r i gh t s  the husband had both . F ew vis i t s  wer e  
made t o  the home vi l by ei ther b u t  many vi l had been to  v i s i t  
and s wi th them i n  Hoho l a . This  they found financ ial  embarras s ing . 
G i f t  exchanges  t o  and from the vi l l age were (more s ent than 

b ut ft  in Hohola  was s C eremonies  were 
at t ended only in Hoho l a : funeral  feas t s  for peop l e  who d i ed in the home 
vi  , a ' p arty ' , and a ' ' t o  rai s e  money for the 
vi chur c h . 

An examp l e  o f  the h i gh ab i l i ty s yndrome was woman No . 6 . She was 
a lways neat dre s s ed and her hous e very c lean and d e s p i t e  over ­
crowding There were numerous decorati ons and c ons iderab le furni t ur e  
and equipment , inc lud ing home -made c ha irs  The  t ab le was us ua l ly 
c overed wi th a whi t e  c loth , with  a j ar o f  fresh f l ower s  in the middle . 
There was a we l l  f l ower garden and a le  garden . 
F i rewood was s tac ked S c ores in s ki l ls , hous eho l d  

and chi l d  c ar e  were c ons i s t ent Her total s core for 
t o  c op e  was s ec ond h i ghes t ,  and she s c ored third h i ghes t in 

s ki l l s , i e .  she  was good at  a l though on  the  l owe s t  
income She had a we l l  work rout ine , every day , iron· 

three t imes a week , the hous e dai ly and was hing the f loor 
two or three t imes per week ; she had thought about future p lans for her 
c h i ldren . 

ugal role  s egregati on was hi gh , for the husband c ons i dered h i s  
wi fe should maint ain h e r  t rad i t i ona l vi l l age r o l e  o f  hous ewi fe as  we l l  
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as  c arrying out add i t i onal urban t as ks Househo l d  management , food 
s torage , knowledge of food value s  and contro l  of r ubb i s h  was good . S he 
s ewed for her s e l f , her chi ldren and other s . 

C h i ldcare was exce l l ent and c l inic  attendance regu l ar , the chi ldren 
wer e  c lean , and there were a numb er of mos qui t o  ne t s ; chi ldren ' s  s c ho o l  
a t t endanc e was exc e l lent and t h e  husb and he lped o n  t h e  p arent s ' c om­
mi t tee 

Her husband was  very we l l  educ ated and he l d  a pos i t i on o f  re s p ons b i ­
l i ty and author i ty . They a t t ended r e l i gi ous ac t iv i t ie s  regula rly , b o th 
ho lding p o s i t ions o f  authori ty in the church . The wife was not a 
member o f  in formal  group s  and did  not gamb le , but attended formal 
churc h and we l fare group s  and the Hoho l a  women ' s  c lub ( onc e ho lding a 
p os i t i on o f  author i ty) . B o th husband and wi fe s p oke two l anguages 
o ther than the i r  own , and there were books , magaz ines and newsp ap e r s  
in the hous e . T h e  wi fe l iked Hoho la  becaus e she c o u l d  ' live the 
E uropean way and d o  c ooking and s ewing ' .  The fami ly had the lowe s t 
income in the s amp le and rece ived the third h i ghe s t  amount o f  g i f t s . 
The husband ' s  a t t i t ude t o  h i s  wi fe ' s  ac t ivi t ie s  was p o s i t ive , and he 
encouraged her t o  go t o  c lub s  and v i s i t  peop l e . 

B o th trad i t i onal and urban as s oc i a t i ons wer e  h i gh ( and inc l uded many 
Europ eans ) . She me t many p eop le and had more urb an than t radi t i onal 
a s s oc i at i ons , and few c ont ac t s  wi th r e l a t ives a l though she  was near her 
home vi l l a ge . 

Thi s  woman had not had much exper ience o f  t own l i fe , she , had. had little 
educ a t i on and had never been emp loyed . S he was s e le c t ive in r ad i o  
l i s t ening , a t tended the ' educ a t i onal fi lms ' at  Hohola , but not c omme r ­
c ia l  f i lms i n  town . 

T r ad i t ional l inks were l ow .  Both husband and wi fe had l and and 
t ree r i gh t s  b ut no hous e in  the ir vi l l age . The i r  re lat ives gardened 
on the i r  l and and they rec e ived ha l f  the p roduce They did not v i s i t  
the vi l l age ve ry much de s p i te i t s  c lo s ene s s . They had n o  vi l lage peop l e  
to  s tay and only a few c ame vi s i t ing . G i f t  exchange to  and from the 
vi l lage was l imited t o  v i s i t s . They a t tended two funeral  feas t s  in the 
vi l lage . 

Peop le in the h i gh ab i l i ty s yndrome are thus t ho s e  who make new and 
sµs t ained s o c i a l  relat i onsh ip s , t ake on new urban ro l e s  and c op e  we l l  
wi th the as s oc ia t ed tas ks and prob l ems ; tho s e  i n  the low ab i l i ty 
s yndrome are ' uns e t t l ed ' or ' de s o c i al i s ed ' , and as a re s u l t  fai l in 
the s e  things . l An imp or tant  but d i f fi c ul t  p rob l em is t o  de termine the 

1 The s e  terms were used by the Eng l i s h  p s ychologi s ts , Wi l s on , T ri s t and 
C ur l e , to de s cr ibe an ent i re ly d i f fe rent s i t ua t i on : E ng l i s h  p r i s oners 
of war returning t o  Engl and and a s tr ange environment after the s e c ond 
world  war . S e e  Swans on , Newcomb and Har t ley 1 9 5 2 : 5 6 2 - 7 9  However ,  they 
be l i eve that the i r  r e s ul t s  i l lus t rate  a more general p r inc ip le - the 



extent t o  which the s e  d i f ferenc e s  in adap tat i on are due t o  pers onal 
and energy ( and this  may b e  s imi l ar in a v i l l age ) , 

69 

and the extent t o  which they r e f l ec t urban us tment t o  prob lems which 
would not ari s e  i n  a 

The s it ua t i on o f  Hoho l a 1 s  women , and the i r  d iv i s i on into 2 
kind s  of  as s oc iat ional groups and a s s o c i ated  s yndromes mediated  by 

women ' ,  is s omewh a t  s imi l ar t o  what E i s ens tadt ( 1 9 5 1 )  found in 
I s rae l Here the adap ta t i on o f  new was found to depend on 
the t r ans format ion o f  the i r  p r imary group s  and re lations b e tween 

group s and new ones were med i ated by ' e l i t es ' who interp r e ted 
and c ommunicated s oc ial  va lues and s erve d  as ' s ymbo l s  o f  s ec ur i ty and 
ident i ficat i on with the s o c i a l  sys t em ' . F ur ther , it was found that 
the extent o f  ' i dent i fication wit h  the new s oc i e ty d ep ende d  
o n  the t o  the e l i t e s  and the e l i t e s ' c omp a t ib i l i ty 
wi th the s o c i a l  

I n  Hoho la  i t  was the women wi th h i gh as s oc ia t ions i n  b o t h  trad i t i onal 
and urban group s who were the e l i te s  in E i s ens t ad t  s s ense , for t hey 
were not so far into the new urban s i t ua t i on t o  have c ut o f f  
thei r  o l d  t r ad i t i onal as s oc i at i ons , and ye t they were invo lved enough 
t o  achieve s t at us and fo l lower s  Thes e  were the women who had b een 
pres ident of Hoho l a  women ' s  c lub , c ap t ain o f  b as ke tb a l l  teams and had 
received many f t s # S inc e t hey are the ' br idge women ' be tween v i l lage 
and urban c ul t ur e s  whos e  s o c i al networks c ons i s t  of h i gh urban and 
t r ad i t i onal  as s oc iat ions , i t  i s  from the s e  women that s e lec t i on for any 
extens i on cour s e  should t ake p lace , as they are the ones from whom new 
ideas wi l l  b e  mos t  readi 

( There is s ome evi dence  to  s uppor t hypothes i s  2 .  Ther e  were 
four group s of women , each  one o f  which had d i f ferent kind of ne twork 
format i on i n  terms of urban and t radi t i onal This  was re -
lated t o  c lub and c ommi t te e  , and i t  was found t h a t  the re 
was s ome kind o f  p rogre s s i on , for as s oc i a t ion was  f ir s t made wit h 
r e l a t ives , then with o thers  ( s ame vernac u l ar ) , next i nformal group s  

e f fec t o f  ' de s oc i a l i sm '  o r  ' uns e t t lement 1 o n  s oc i a l  s truc ture , r o l e s , 
re l a t i onship s and on c u l t ure . The s ymp t oms they no ted , 
which I a l s o  no ted in  Hoho la , were fai l ure t o  t ake roles , fai lure t o  
s us tain s o c i a l  r e  and a d i s turbanc e in interna l  as s imi l a ­
t ion and c u l t ure . They noted fur ther that when peop le l ac k  dep endab le 
s upport  re , wi thdrawal and s ymp t oms re s ul t . 
1 

The d i f ferenc e i s  that whereas in E i s ens tandt ' s  s tudy the ' e l i t e ' were 
the old e l i te s  of  the immi gran t s  who wer e  a l s o  the ' e l i t e ' in the new 
s oc iety , this  was not nec e s  s o  in Hoho l a , al though i t  o ften was 
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were j oined ( again s ame vernacular ) , then o ther group s were j oined wi th 
a mixed language membership , and f ina l ly , formal urban groups  were 
j oined , but only by the mos t  ' urbanis ed ' of  the women . 

( i i )  Two s yndromes were i s o lated - a h i gh ab i li ty s yndrome and a 
l ow ab i l i ty s yndrome . Women b e l onging t o  e ac h  were found t o  have 
s imi l ar charac teri s t i c s , and cert ain predic t i ons are made about the i r  
b ehaviour . 

( i i i )  A spec i a l  category o f  women , named ' bridge women ' ,  was a l s o  
i s o lated . The s e  were women wi th h i gh s tatus who a l s o  had as s oc ia t i ons 
among both urban and t r ad i t ional women , among both s p eakers  of their 
own vernacu l ar and speaker s  of other l anguage s . 



Chap ter 5 

O f  a l l  the p rob l ems in Hoho l a , money was mo s t  o ft e n  men tioned . l I n  
Hoho l a  t h e  h ous ewi fe h a d  t o  p ay f o r  food , water and o ther ut i l i t ies  
( garbage and s ewerage d i s p os a l , e lec t r ic i ty) , whereas in the  v i l l age 
women c ould thems e lve s p er s onal ly c on t ro l at  l e as t s ome p lanti ng , cul ­
t ivat ing , harves t ing and c ons ump t ion . Water and wood mere ly had t o  b e  
c o l lec ted and garb age and s ewerage were fre e ly and eas i ly d ispos ed o f . 
As one woman s aid  o f  Hoho l a :  ' Go b ac kwards - money , go frontwards -
money , go s ideways - money . '  

Because the unders t anding and us e o f  money was the cent ra l  p rob l em 
for the s e  women , i t emi s ed data indic at ing the s ourc e s  and us e of  a l l  
money rec e ived ove r  one month were co l l e c ted i n  ' budget b ooks ' from 
t en o f  the s amp le fami l ie s . 2 At the end o f  the month thes e b ooks were 
c o l lec ted  and the dai ly recorded i t ems of income and exp endi ture were 
regroup ed into the c ategor i e s  s hown in F i gure 2 . . and T ab le 8 ,  g i f t s  and 
r a t ions having been given a c as h  value . 

( i) 

T o t a l  income comp r i s ed cash  , ration s , gamb l p roceeds 
and f t s . The s e  are exp r e s s ed as percent ages in F igure 2 .  

( a) T he s e  were g iven weekly t o  men emp l oyed by the 
AC:min i s t r a t i on or C ommonwea l th depar tment s  who have les s than auxi l iary 
s ta t us ( ' Admini s t rat ion s ervant s ' and ar t i s ans ) They were ent i t l ed to 
money in l ie u  of r a t ions b ut none of the s amp l e  fami l i e s  t ook advantage 
of thi s  Whi t eman ( 19 62 )  found i n  her d i e t ary s tudy o f  Hohol a  fami l i e s  
that p eop l e  s ai d  they woul d  r a ther have r a t i on s  than money b e c aus e they 
ran out of money b e tween p ay d ays b ut at  le as t had s ome rat i ons l e f t . 
Prices  for  equival en t  quanti t ie s  o f  rat i on food b ough t in Hohol a  were 
c al c ulated  s inc e mos t  groceries  are b ought on a day - t o - d ay (mea l - to ­
mea l )  b as i s  at  local  Hohol a  trade s tore s 3 

S e e  pp . 85 - 6 .  2 S ee p 1 7 . 
3 Whi t eman ( 1 9 62 )  comp ared food in four s tores in Por t Moresby , 
and showed that in 9 out o f  1 5  c as e s  Hoho l a  s tore s char ged the h i ghe s t 
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2 

HOUSEHOLD NO. 1 
123. 2 9  1 0IU2 1 5'191111 &U2 95.57 1 1 3..29 109.91 

GAMBLING 

I n  the pres ent s tudy , i t  was found that in  6 out o f  1 0  c as e s  money 
did no t las t from one p ay day to the next and mos t  of i t  was s p ent i n  
the f i r s t week a f t e r  p ay d ay . (The fac t that ful l ration s  were g iven 
during the p ay weeks and hal f  r a t i on s  in the non-p ay week increas ed 
the prob l em o f  food s hor t age . )  In a lmos t a l l  c as es , s ome rat i ons were 
g iven away , o ften by the p arc e l  ( i . e .  one p er s on ' s who l e  weekly rat i on )  
and in  s ome fami l ies  t hey were regular ly bartered f o r  s he l l - fi s h  and 
b e t e l  nut s from hawker s  around Hoho la . Rat i ons accounte d  for les s than 
2 2  p er c ent o f  t o t a l  inc ome for tho s e  o f  the s amp le who r e c e ived them .  

( b )  E i gh t  o f  t h e  t e n  women gamb led b ut on ly the 
three mos t  regular lers  rec orded p r o f i t s  or l o s s es in the ir b ooks . 
Another woman s ai d  s he d i d  not gamb le for the budget month s o  that she 
would no t have t o  s how anything about i t , and one we l l -known gamb ler , 
who s howed h i gh and d eb t  at  the end o f  the month 
low income and g i f t s , mus t have omi t ted mos t  of her gamb 
Three other fami l i e s  had a s urp l us at  the end o f  the month , the 
fac t that they had ove r s p ent  thei r  income . The women were known 
gamb lers , and as i t  was not accounted for by ft s rec e ived , thi s  
s urp l us c ould  a l s o  have c ome from gamb o r  from l oans . 

( C ontrary t o  p opular b e l i e f  , l many gi f t s  go into H oho l a . 
F i gure s hows that incoming account for an average of 2 8  per  

And to  a s imi l ar as s er t i on by Whi teman 1 9 62 . 
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c ent o f  inc ome . I n  s ix o f  the t en fami l ie s  who kep t b udget books , 
t o t a l  g i f t s  rec e ived ( b o th cash and kind) exc eeded t o t al g i f t s  g iven . 
However ,  bec aus e o f  t he h i gh exp endi ture on urban requirements ( 19 p er 
c ent o f  income s p ent  on rent , ut i l i t i e s  and fares , and 34 p er c ent on 
food) , not much c as h  is  avai l ab le for g i f t  giving . Perhap s  thi s im­
b a l ance i s  made up by the h i gh expend i t ure on food and s t imulants  which 
cover s  mea l s  and food gi f t s  for v i s i to r s  ( 14 p er cent o f  inc ome was 
s p ent  on b e t e l nuts , c i gare t te s , b eer , s p i r i t s , t ob ac co) . Re fus a l  t o  
o f fe r  gi f t s  or  hosp i t a l i ty c an have d ire re s ul t s  for , as  Hogb in ( 19 5 8 : 8 5 )  
p u t  i t :  ' Me l ane s i an economy i s  b as ed o n  rec iproc i ty . Every s ervic e  
rendered and every g i f t  p r e s ent ed h a s  i n  theory to  b e  r e t urned by a 
counter s ervi ce  or a counter gi f t . 1 1 

The Ker ema f i gur e s 2 s h ow a h i gher percentage o f  income s pent on 
g i f t s  but fewer vis i tors  than in Hoho l a , that i s , wi th fewer vi s i to r s  

f t s  received c annot be  repaid  in t h e  form o f  mea l s  and s oc ia l  c on ­
s umed s t imulant s . 

An inve s t i gat i on was made into the kinds  o f  p eop l e  who rece ive many 
g i f t s , and i t  was found tha t  a h i gh number o f  f t s  were r e ce ived by 
p eop le wi th a h i gh s core in urban as s o c i at i on s  ( or l ow wi th l ow) in 
e i gh t  c as es  ( out of t en) . In  only four cas e s  were many gi f t s  rec e ived 
by p eop le wi th many as s oc i at i ons wit h  thei r  re l a t ives ( and few wi th 
few) . Thus  the g i f t  giving s ys t em in Hoho l a  does not app e ar t o  b e  the 
t r ad i t i onal one of  exchange b e twee n  re lat ives . If  one ana lys e s  further 
the kinds of p e op le t o  whom g i f t s  are , an intere s t ing  fac t emer ges . 
I n  s ix out o f  ten c a s e s  h i gh and l ow s core s went toge ther in g i f t s  
rece ived and ab i l i ty t o  c op e , and t o t a l  as s oc ia t i ons . Thus i t  woul d  
app ear that in Hoho l a  a new kind o f  gi f t  exchange sys t em had deve l oped , 
in which g i f t s  are given t o  p eop l e  wi th h i gh s tatus , h i gh s tatus be ing 
app aren t ly the ab i l i ty to c op e  wi th p rob l ems , peop l e  and ex-
p e r i ence s , not having t radi t i onal Trad i t ional as s oc iat i ons and 

f t s  received were , h owever ,  r e lated in s even c a s e s  ( h i gh / hi gh and 
l ow/ l ow s core s going together) . 

( i i )  

T ab l e  8 s hows c omp arat ive exp endi t ure for Hoho l a , the mixed c as h /  
s ub s i s t ence economy and t o t a l  s ub s i s t ence ec onomy o f  Kerema . 

( a) An unexpected  f i nding i s  that the quant i t i e s  
o f  foods purchas ed by  t h e  rur a l  Kerema s amp le s  (c arbohydrate and t inned 

1 
F or fur ther d i s c us s ion s ee pp . 6 . 

2 
See  Tab le 9 .  The Kerema mate r i a l  was c o l l e c ted  and ana lys ed by 

G .  Hogb in and p r e s ented in a j oint s eminar wi th the author in Augus t 
1 9 63 . Hogb in s t ud i ed two group s  of  vi l l age Kerema , one group having 
s ome inc ome from rubbe r  t re e s , the o ther dep ending s o l e ly on s ub s i s t ­
enc e gardens . 



Tab le 8 

Ave rage expend iture pe r head per month in  three cont ra s t ing e conomie s 

Hoho la 
Kerema Kerema 

( t ot a l  ca s h  economy) 
(mixed c a s h / sub s i s tence ( t ota l sub s i s t e nce 

e c onom_y) e conoll!y_) 

Expend iture 
Average Ave ra ge Average 

expend iture % o f  t ota l 
expend i ture % of  t ot a l  expend i ture % of t ot a l  per head 

expend i ture 
pe r  head 

expend i ture per head 
expend i ture per month pe r month per month 

_{$) ($1 i$J 
Fo od other t ha n  
t rad i t iona l 3 . 03 2 8  1 . 43 2 1  0 . 22 3 9  

G i f t s  1 . 5 0  14 1 .  7 3  2 6  

S t imulant s  1 . 47 14 0 . 42 6 0 . 06 1 1  

Rent / fue l /ut i l it ie s  1 . 18 1 1  0 . 14 2 0 . 02 4 

F a re s  0 . 90 8 

Trad i t i ona l food s 0 . 70 6 0 . 1 6 2 0 . 0 6  1 1  

Clothing 0 . 60 s 0 . 9 2 1 3  

Banking 0 .  7 2  7 

Mi s ce l lane ou s  0 . 3 6 3 0 . 80 1 2  0 . 20  35  

Gamb l ing 0 . 3 2 3 1 . 09 1 6  

Ent e r t ainment /  
c lub s /church 0 . 04 0 . 4  

To ta l expend i ture 10 . 82 9 9 . 4  6 . 69 9 8  0 . 5 6 1 0 0  

-....J 
+:--
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are a lmo s t a s  h i gh a s  i n  Hohol a 0 Moreove r , b e l i e f  i n  Kerema 
that a man goe s  t o  marke t only b e caus e he i s  incap ab le o f  making  a good 
garden hims e l f  does not s eem to inh ib i t  p urchas e s . There is a l s o  a 
widespread b e l ie f  that this  i s  the reas on for l iv ing i n  t owns , inc lud -

Hoho l a . F ood expend iture  i s  higher i n  Hoho l a  becaus e o f  the lack 
of fer t i l e  ground . There is a h i gher exp end i ture on imported food in 
the h i gher  income fami l i es . 

I n  the fam i l ie s  whi c h  kep t b udge t books i t  was found that t o t a l  food 
r i s e s  wi th the number of v i s i tors  rather than with f ami ly 

s ize , and , as ment ioned , i t  prob ab ly there fore h i de s  an imp o r t ant  s ource  
of  of  g i f t s  I t  was a l s o  found that t h e  number o f  
v i s i tors  a fami had was r e lated t o  o f  r e l a t ives known , 
inc ome or number o f  f t s  or  rec e ive d . I n  4 cas e s  fami l ies  with 
a h i gh numbe r  of v is i tors had h i gh food and s t imulant and 
in 4 c as e s  fami l ie s  wi th a low number o f  v i s i tors had l ow food and 
s t imul ant exp end i t ur e . There are 2 c as es o f  sma l l fami l ie s  ( Nos . l  and 
7 )  which neve r the l es s h ad h i gh exp endi ture on food ( and/ or s t imul ants )  
and many vi s i tors , and 2 c as e s  o f  l arge fami l i e s , l ow food exp end i t ure 
and few v i s i to r s  ( Nos . 6  and 1 1 ) . Thus number of  v i s i tors  s eems a mor e  

determinant o f  e xp endi t ure o n  food than d o e s  f ami ly s i ze . 

( b )  E xp endi ture o n  s t imulants ranked 
s ec ond h i gh e s t in total  expend i ture . E xpend i t ur e  i s  greater i n  

h i gher income group s  and a l s o  gre a t er in  Hoho l a  than in  Kerema . Thi s  
c ould  b e  due t o  inc reas ed t ens ion i n  the urban env i ronment and l ack o f  
d e fini t ion o f  r o l e s  and s tatus , o r  may me re ly b e  due t o  more v is i tors . 
As with food exp end i t ure , s t imul ant exp end i ture appe ar s  t o  b e  as s o ­
c iated with numbe r  o f  v i s i tors , for again i n  4 c as e s  f ami l ie s  wi th 

on s t imul an t s  had many v i s i to r s , whi le 4 fami l ie s  wi th l ow 
s t imu l an t  exp endi ture had few v i s i tors . I n  4 o f  the 5 fami l i e s  with 
few vi s i tors  s t imul ant  exp end i t ur e  was  l ow , and in  the f i f th , food 

was l ow b ut s t imu l ant  expend i ture h i gh . S ince t h i s  was the 
a mixed -race  man , the reas on c ould  be that as  h e  was p ermi t t ed 
he may have done s o  in p r ivate , not only with v i s i tors . 

( c )  I n  mos t  We s tern l i terature about b udge t ing , needs 
are c la s s i f ied as b as ic ' ( hous , food , c lo th ing , f ue l , far e s  t o  

o n  whi c h  exp endi ture i s  recommended , ' other ' ( ent e r t a inment , 
t r ave l , ins urance )  on whi ch l e s s exp endi ture i s  recommended , and 
' luxur i e s ' or  on wh ich l eas t exp e nd i t ure is  r e c ommended . I n  this  
s tudy f t  giving and hos p i t a l i ty wer e  treated as b as i c  needs s ince 

form a v i t a l  o f  P ap uan cul ture L a c k  o f  o f  food 
or  o ther giving o r  hos p i t a l i ty res u l t s  in s evere c r i t i c i sm 

and c an l ead t o  s oc i a l  o s trac ism . For examp l e , one Hoh o l a  woman s aid 
that s he re l uc t ant ly but r e gu l ar ly s ent g i f t s  to her home vi l l age 

c aus ing mone t ary s h or t ages  for her own f ami ly)  becaus e s he 
feared that i f  she d i d  not , s orc ery woul d  b e  made by her relat ives , 
c aus  i l lnes s  or death i n  her fami ly . A s ec ond ins t ance was ob s erved 
when a b ride  p ayment ( o f  $ 8 90)  was made in  Hoh o l a  s ome two years  a f te r  
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the marr iage . The hus b and ' s  kin c r i t i c i s ed the ' br ide ' and threatened 
s orcery for her fai lure on one occas i on to p rovi de adequate  hosp i ta l i ty 
to  s ome members  o f  her husb and ' s  v i l l age who had c ome t o  t own . I t  was 
found that the number of gi f t s  given was , l ike f t s  rece ived , re lated 
not t o  inc ome or t o  percentage o f  re l a t ives known ( in fac t there was a 
negat ive as s oc iat i on i n  the latter  c a s e , h i gh / low and l ow/h i gh s cores  
be ing re l at ed in 8 c as e s ) , but was re lated t o  urban as s oc i at i ons ( again 
in  8 c a s e s  h i gh and low s cores went toge ther) . Al s o , in 6 c a s e s  h i gh/  
h i gh or l ow/ l ow s c or e s  were as s oc iated in total  as soc iations , ab i l i ty 
t o  c op e  and number o f  v i s i tors . Thus a s imi l ar p a t tern emerges as  in 
the case of gi f t s  received , wi th the exc ep t i on that here t r ad i t i onal 
as soc i at i ons were not as s oc iated . F ur ther , h i gh / h i gh and l ow/ l ow 
s c ore s were re lated in 8 c as e s  when gi f t s  given and g i f t s  rec e ived 
were comp ared . 

( d )  O ther exp endi ture . Exp endi t ur e  on rent and fue l i s  e s s en t i a l  
in a n  urb an environment .  - In Hoho l a , when added to  food exp end i ture , i t  
l eave s  l i t t le mor e  than 5 5  per cent o f  income t o  b e  s pent o n  o ther 
r equirements ,  inc l ud ing c lo th ing . 

E xp end i ture on c lo thing and mi s c e l laneous i t ems may have inc reas ed 
due t o  the p re s enc e o f  the inves t i gator and t o  o ther atyp ic a l  o c c urrence s .  
One fami ly bough t a who l e  s e t  o f  new c lo thes  for the chi ldren � and an­
o ther man had t o  p ay $8 t ax t o  h i s  vi l l age during the b udget recording . 
The percentage o f  exp e nd i t ure on c lo thing in  Hoho l a  was l e s s than ha l f  
that o f  the f i r s t Kerema group , prob ab ly b e c aus e the c os t o f  urban 
l iving l e av e s  l i t t le for c lo thing . 

I n  Hoho l a , exp endi ture on ent e r t ainment , c lub s  and church was not 
h i gh ( 0 . 4  per  c ent  or 4c p er head p e r  month ) , but a large proport i on o f  
expend i t ure o n  far e s  was in  fac t f ar e s  t o  ente r t ainment and c lub s , not 
t o  work or s hopp ing . One husb and s pent 1 6  p er c ent o f  h i s  t ot a l  c as h  
i nc ome on fares t o  and from var i ous mee t ings . Hoho l a  peop le , then , are 
not at t r ac ted  to  the ' br i gh t  l i gh t s ' of the t own , or i f  they are they 
have no money t o  s pend on them . 

S av ing only occurs in the Hoho l a  group and , c ontrary to  exp ec t a t ion , 
i s  l e as t in  h i gher inc ome fami li es . The f i gures  for s aving may b e  
h i gher than norma l b e c aus e one husband b anked money t o  p unis h  h i s  wi fe 
a f t e r  an argument , and at l eas t two fami l ie s  s ai d  they had s aved dur ing 
the month of the budge t -t aking in order to  show it in the i r  b ud ge t book . 
S even out o f  thi r teen fami l i es had s avings ( in the husband ' s  name) , and 
in  nine fami l ies  chi ldren had s choo l b ank ac count s T o t a l  cont r ib ut i ons 
ranged be tween 20c and 50c  per  fami ly during the b udget - taking month . 

Individual d i f ferenc e s  i n  exp end i ture p a t te rns s eem more varied in 
an urb an c ont ext and are so d ive r s e that group ave r ages are inadequate 
wi thout ind i c at i on a l s o  o f  individual d i f ferenc e s . 

The group s  dea l t  with here are typ ic a l  o f  urban lower income group s  
a l l  over the wor ld where the ma j or i tem o f  expend i ture i s  food , cons i s t ing 
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mainly o f  c arbohydrates . l Money has bought i n  Hoho la  not ' br i gh t  
l i gh t s ' ,  fun and durab l e  goods , b ut s an i t a t i on , wat e r , food , garbage 
d i s po s a l  and pos s ib improved hea l th , and p eop le ,  a l though e l i t e  in 
terms of t he gros s inc ome rates  o f  the indi genous Port  Mores by p opula­
t i on , overspend their  inc ome and are  thus p erpe t ua l ly in deb t , wi th 
l i t t le chanc e of  s aving c as h  for old age o r  mi s fo r t une . They s t i l l  
there fore rely  for the s e  needs on t he i r  home v i l l age s . 

( i ) One o f  the main ways inac curac i e s  occ ur in income exp end i ture 
s tudi e s  i s  through the unavoidab l e  pres ence o f  the res earcher . I n  this  
s tudy it  a f fec ted  exp endi ture fi gure s  on s aving , b ud ge t ing , gamb l ing , 
s t imul ants  and c lo thes . I t  i s  impor t ant  t o  t ry to  e s t imat e  and make 
a l lowance s  for thi s . 

( i i )  G i f t  exchange s c annot b e  omi t ted as t hey form a maj or i t em in 
both c omp le t e  and p ar t i a l  c as h  economi e s . However ,  t he i r  importanc e i s  
no t s o  much economi c a s  s oc ia l , s ince giving and rec e iving are app rox­
imate ly eq ua l  (when ' hi dden ' forms of gi ft  giving s uch  as s har ing mea l s  
and s t imul an t s  a r e  inc l uded)  - thus imp licat i ons o f  f t  exchange s mus t 
b e  ana lys ed in s oc ia l  t e rms . I t  was found that p e op le rece iving and 
giving mos t  gi f t s  were no t thos e who had the mos t  as s oc iat i ons with 
re lat ive s , b ut thos e who had many urb an as s o c i a ti ons . There was a l s o  
s ome evidenc e that i t  was thos e who were s uc c e s s ful in  t h e  urban s i tua ­
t ion rather than i n  t he t r ad i t i onal one , who were mos t  ac t ive i n  the 
Hoho l a  gi f t  exchange s ys t em .  

( The E urop ean c las s i ficat ion made i n  b ud ge t ing  l i terature o f  
e s s en t i a l  and non - e s s en t i a l  needs  c anno t  b e  app l i ed wi thout c ons ider ­
ab l e  modi fi c a t i ons in P ap ua -New Guinea . For examp le , gi f t s  need t o  be  
re garded as  e s s ent i a l  and p erhap s  head t h i s  c at e gory , rather than be  
c l as s i fi ed as non- e s s en t i a l  extras , as  in E urop ean b ud ge t  sys t ems . 

1 
B e t t i s on ( 19 61 : 7 ) c i te s  work done in var i ous parts  o f  c entr a l  and 

s outhern Afr i c a  whi c h  s hows that ' fami l i e s  l iv ing at minimum wage 
l eve l s  or j us t  above c ut down on food intake to make ends mee t . The 
b udge t s  of f ami l ies  with p er c ap i t a  and gros s  income s s omewhat  h i gher 
s p end much of the add i t ional cash ava i l ab le on inc reas ed food p urchas e s . 
Only the s omewhat h i gher income group s  s p r e ad the i r  ava i l ab le income 
over l ar ge r  p urcha s e s  o f  c lo thes , s oap and mi s ce l l aneous manufac t ured 
c ommodi t i es . 



Chap ter 6 

The fo l l owing p rob l ems were not part  o f  the res earch d e s i gn b ut were 
rais ed s pont aneous ly by r e s idents , e i ther s eeking spec i fi c  advice  or 
during general  c onvers at i on . l Al though the informa t i on was thus 
gathered unsys t emat i c a l ly , the fo l lowing p rob l ems were d i s cus s ed and 
s e em worth  rec ording b r i e f ly as they rai s e  s ome important i s s ues . 

T he s e  were mainly concerned wi th mar i t a l  mat te r s  and inc l uded 
q ue r i es about the lega l i ty of c e r tain kind s  of ' re -marr iage ' and c o ­
hab i t a t ion , i t s  e f fec t s  o n  the r i gh t s  o f  chi ldren o f  p revi ous uni ons , 
the p o s i t ion regarding l e gal  redre s s  for d e s e r t i on , and many que r i e s  
about maintenanc e p ayment s , d ivorc e and adop t i on p roceedings . ' Adop ­
t ion ' was qui t e  c ommon in  Hoho l a , j udging by the frequency with which 
it  o c c urred in  the s amp le fami l ies . 2 But as this  was an informal 
arrangement i t  o ft en led t o  t roub le . I n  one c as e  the t rue p arents 
wi s hed t o  t ake the i r  daugh te r  b ac k  a fter many years ' ' adop t i on ' , pre ­
s umab ly t o  rec e ive her b ride p r i c e  p ayment .  The adop t ive p aren t s  fe l t  
they s hould receive p ar t  o f  her b r i de p r i c e  b ut had n o  l egal r i gh t s , 
as no agreement had ori gina l ly been drawn up . 

Req ue s t s  were a l s o  made for h e lp in under s t anding o ff i c i a l  c orre ­
s pondenc e or  document s  ( for examp le , tho s e  re l a t ing t o  Hoho l a  hous es ) , 
and adv i c e  s ought on emp l oyment d i f f i c ul t i es , the p os s ib i l i t i e s  o f  
ac t ion fo l lowing d i s mi s s al from work , and what  t o  d o  when l e t ters  c on ­
cerning p ay and l ong s ervi c e  l eave remained unanswered . 3 Advice  was 
a l s o  s ough t  on c our t charge s for d rinking and gamb l ing , and as s is t ance 
wi th bai l was reques t ed on a number of oc c as i ons . 

1 The author ' s  hus b and was a lawyer in the Pub l i c  S o l ic i tor ' s  O ff i c e  
and s p en t  much o f  h i s  t ime as De fence Couns e l  f o r  P apuans H e  was 
known by Hoho l a  res iden t s  as  b e ing s ympathe t i c  and h i s  advice  was 
s ough t frequent ly . 
2 

S e e  p . 7 9 .  
3 One man had wr i t t en three t imes to  the d ep artment c once rned wi thout 
answer . 
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Al though the me chanic s o f  le gal  p rocedure were unfami l i ar to  the 
Hoho l a  p eop le , the i r  imp l i c at ions wer e  general ly  unde r s t oo d , and legal  
ins t i t utions were s ome t imes us ed as ins t rument s agains t unpopular 
ne i ghbours or  kin - the threat o f  having ' a  c as e ' made agains t one 
s eemed to be a det errent to l engthy and viol ent quarre l s , a l though a 
few d id occ ur during our r e s idenc e  in Hoho l a 0 For examp le , the we l fare 
o f f i c e r  repor t e d  that one man , ' after heavy dr inking , chas ed his wi fe 
a l l  day unt i l 7 p . m .  when the p o l i c e  c ame to s e t t l e  the p rob l em ' . Two 
o ther c as e s  (both invo lving peop le in the s amp le )  were t aken to c our t -
that i s , they went fur ther than the we l fare o f f i c e r  or the D i s tric t 
O f f i c e  in Por t Moresby . One invo lved mar i t a l  p rob l ems , the o ther 

non-payment for l iquor . 

W e l fare worker s  and o thers s eemed t o  fee l that urban created 
new p rob l ems o f  mar i tal  ins tab i l i ty . 1 Of  the 2 6  adu l t s  in the thi r t een 
fami l ies , 16 or  62 per cent had had an e ar l ier marr iage , 2 more than 
onc e , and 1 3  ( 5 0  p e r  cent ) had one or more  chi ldren from p r evious 
marriage $ . S even remarr iages fo l lowed the death of the forme r spous e . 
The urb an res i dence s c o res  for 1 0  o f  the 1 6  p eop le  were h i gher than the 
med i an , 2 were  equiva lent  to the med i an and 4 be low . In a l l  b ut 2 
c as e s  b o th husband and wi fe in a remarr i age had b een married  p revious ly . 

O f  thes e 2 6  adu l t s , 8 had e xperi enced  the death o f  one o f  the i r  own 
chi ldren , and 4 the death o f  2 or  more . In 3 fami l ie s  chi ldren had 
b een ' given away ' to r e l at ive s , i . e .  they were no l onger c ons idered 

of  the fami of b i r th , and in 4 fami l ies chi ldren had b een i 

' adop t e d ' ( 2  in one fami ly ) . There were  no po lygynous mar r i ages among 
the s amp le  fami l i e s  becaus e of the s amp l ing p roc edure but there  were  
po lygynous ones  in  the  general Hoho l a  p opul a t i on , inc luding one man 
wi th three wives . Numerous quar r e l s  and beatings were recorded by 
we l fare s taf f from fami l ie s  with two or mor e  wives , but the comp ar ab le 
number occurring in monogamous fami l i e s  was not given 2 Women ' s  at t i -
tudes t o  p o lygynous marr i age were  general ly Remarks were  
made  s uch as that  there  i s  ' no t  enough money for  a l l , too many f i gh t s ' . 

Money was one o f  the mos t  c ommon areas o f  d i s agre ement b e tween 
husbands and wive s . The we l fare o f ficer  repor t ed s everal cas es  o f  
fami l i es wi thout money for food becaus e o f  the husband ' s drinking or 
p ayment of f ines for drinking . 3 In s everal c as e s  husbands threatened 

1 
In the ab s ence o f  data from the i r  s oc i e t i e s  o f  ori gin i t  c anno t be  

c l aimed wi th any c e r t ainty that  mari tal  ins tab i l i ty has  inc reas ed . 
D ivorce  i s  very c ommon in s ome trad i t i onal P ap uan s oc i e t i e s . 
2 

This  was p os s ib ly due t o  the fac t that the we l fare o f f i c er c oncerned 
had d e fini te  views on the evi l s  of p o lygamy . 
3 

The s tudy t ook p lace be fore drinking by ind i genous peop le was 
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t o  wi thho ld or bank money . This  c ontrol  o f  money was a new power for 
men , and emphas is ed  a new kind o f  urban dependenc e  of women on thei r  
husbands i n  c ont ras t w i t h  a vi l lage economy where women genera l ly had 
at l eas t s ome c ontro l o f  bas i c  food res ources . S eve ral d i s agreement s 
over gi f t  exchange s were repor t ed . I n  one fami ly the husband agreed 
to  more g i f t s  being s ent t o  the wi fe ' s  r e l a t ive s , b e l ieving it natural 
for a woman to  fee l c lo s er to  and more respons i b l e  for her parents  than 
a man . I n  ano ther  fami ly  the wi f e  was very b i t ter becaus e more f t s  
we re s ent t o  t h e  husband ' s  re l a t ive s , and t h e  husband a l s o  s p ent a great 
deal of money on c lubs and c ommi t tees . 

The prob lem o f  l imi t ing fami l ies  c reated much s tri fe (wives be ing 
more c oncerned about this  than husbands ) . l 

S everal  husbands c r i t i c i s ed the i r  wives ' hous ework , s aying they were  
l azy , di rty or wat e d  money , and that  they  went out  vis i t ing or gamb l ing 
too much ; in return , s everal wives c r i t i c i s e d  the i r  husbands for d r ink­
ing , was t ing money and b ringing home too many friends and re l at ive s . 

Ado l e s c ent chi ldren created prob lems . I n  a fami ly wi th ado l e s c ent 
daugh t er s , p arents quarre l led as to whe ther they s hould c ont inue s choo l , 
work , or mar ry . The wi f e  wanted them to  c ont inue s choo l ing and then 
work , the husband wante d  them to marry so that he could r e c e ive b r ide 
p r i c e . P ros t i tution was also becoming a prob lem in Hoho l a . 2 One fami ly 
was op enly ac c us ed of s end ing their daughter  out for money , and there  
were rumours of  o ther s . Ado l e s c ent s ons in  two fami l i e s  were in l e ga l  
troub l e , one was i n  gao l f o r  forgery o f  cheques , and another was b e ing 
purs ued for a l imony for his abandoned wi fe and daughter . Parents wi th 
whom p rob l ems o f  ado l e s c ence were d i s c us s ed b e l ieved that , becaus e o f  
the i r  own inferior education , they had los t the control  and re spec t o f  
the i r  chi ldren who thems e lves s aw i n  educat ion the answer to  a l l  the i r  
asp irat ions . They a l s o  s ugge s t ed that fac i l i t i es  for o lder chi ldren 
were  lacking in Hoho l a  and in New Guinea genera l ly and that chi ldren 
thus ' go t  into bad ways ' .  D i s i l l us i onment and frus t rat ion res u l t  when 
educ at ion does no t b r ing wealth , power and a l l  that is des i red . This  
in turn leads  t o  aggres s ion and res entment in both pers onal and s oc ia l  
re l at ions . 

In at t i t udes  t oward s  and prac t i c e s  o f  bi rth c ontro l , the d icho tomy 
be tween trad i t ional and urb an a t t itudes app eared c lear ly . 3 Many women 

S ee bot t om of th i s  page a nd p . 8 1 . 
2 

T oward s the end o f  the s tudy there was a large number  o f  U . S . armed 
forc e s  per s onne l b as ed  not far from Hoho l a . The s e  and s ingl e  Aus t ra l i an 
men wi th the i r  s eemingly l imi t le s s  money were an at t rac t ion , as was the 
pos s ib i l i ty of the ir  b e ing prospec t ive husb ands o r  s ons - in- l aw .  
3 

S ee al s o  p . 47 . 
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d i s cus s ed various kinds o f  trad i t ional c ontracep t i on which they knew o f  
o r  us ed , but only two women i n  the s amp l e  s aid they had us ed s ome form 
of c ontracep t i on , and f ive s aid they knew nothing about it nor whom t o  
ask about i t . In fac t the mos t  c ommon means o f  b irth c ontrol  i n  Hoho l a  
s eemed t o  be  husband and wi fe s leeping s eparat e ly . In a l l  t h e  l anguage 
group s the r e  was a c us tomary ban on intercour s e  ( though no t a lways 
adhered to)  for one to two ye ars after  the b i r th o f  a chi l d , i . e .  unt i l  
weaning b e gan ( a l though s ome women s aid they t r i ed t o  de l ay weaning as 
they d id not want more chi ldr en for a whi le ) . O ther methods known and 
.us e d  inc luded a mixture o f  s oot  and b e t e l  nut p rep ared and eaten by the 
women , a b i t t e r  root extrac t mixtur e  t aken by men , or the chewing of a 
c er t ain kind o f  tree  b ark . S oo t , p roduc ed by burning a p ar t i c ul ar kind 
of wood and the infus i on of the young l e aves  Als tonia Macrophyl la  

......----�="'=......-;;.;;.;;;� ' was drunk weekly at  c e r t a in period s  by s ome women . l O ther 
women be l i eved that their  trad i t i onal me thods did  no t work , and c i ted  
c as e s  in  whi ch p re gnancy had  oc c urred after  taking s uch precaut ions . 
S everal b e l i eved that Europ eans knew the s ec r e t  o f  b i r th control  but 
s ai d  they were  a fraid to  cons u l t a doc tor , p ar t icular ly a ma le  doc tor , 
for t o  b e  s een naked by them (which they b e l i eved was nece s s ar i ly in­
vo lved)  would  c aus e them s hame . The author was as ked for adv ic e  on 
this by s evera l  fami l i e s  and by one husband who had t ried  the root 
mixt ur e  t o  no avai l .  H e  showed s ome knowledge of more  re l i ab l e  methods 
whi ch h e  had p i cked up from E urop ean work mat e s , but was worried  about 
the c o s t inv o lved . He s ai d  he had four chi l dren and

2 
as his wi fe became 

i l l  during pregnancy and b i r th , they wanted  no more . 

Women , par t i cular l y , we re mos t  c onc erned about thi s prob l em for they 
f e l t  that in t own , where  they were a lmo s t  ent i r e ly dependent  on money , 
a large number o f  chi ldren increas ed the already d i f ficul t e c onomi c 
s i tua t i on . At t i tude s to c ontrac ep t i on may be an imp o r t ant key in as s e s s ­
ing degree o f  urban i s a t ion . F our o f  the f ive women in the s amp le , for 
examp l e , who s aid  they knew nothing ab out b ir th c ontro l , s cored l ow on 
urban i s ation , whi le the two women who s ai d  they knew o f  s ome b irth 
c ont ro l me thods both s c ored hi gh on urbani s at ion , as did two o thers who 
s aid  they would  go to a doc tor for adv i c e . 3 

The leaves  o f  this  p lant were  s ai d  t o  b e  s ol d  by  R i go men and were  
hard  t o  ge t .  The  p lant was  subj e c t  t o  s c ient i fi c  inves t i gation in 
Aus tr a l i a  and the United  S tates  in the ear ly 1 9 60s , and s howed de f ini t e  
ant i - l i t tering p roper t i e s  i n  rat s . 

2 The prob l ems inv o lved in c ontracep t i on were due par t ly to  l ac k  o f  
money and part ly t o  di f fi c ul t i es in ge t t ing s upp l i e s  and fo l lowing 
ins truc t ions acc urat e ly . At the end of the s tudy , a b i rth c ontrol  
c l inic , whi ch woul d  give p i l l s  free o f  charge to  fami l ies  wi th f ive 
or mor e  chi l dren , was be ing s e t  up in Por t Moresby . 
3 F ab r e -Luce ( 19 64 : 7 3  and p as s im) s e e s  the des ire to  l imi t the number  
o f  chi l dren in order  t o  g ive them b e t ter  opportuni t ie s  as not  only  one 
o f  the great e s t p ro gres s ive forces , but a l s o  a c r uc ia l  measure o f  
mot iva tion and pers onal i ty . 
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Women ' s  reac ti ons t o  news o f  a pregnancy were e i ther thos e  o f  p i ty 
or  glee , depending on whe ther the woman conc erned was friend or enemy , 
and the s i ze o f  her f ami ly a l ready . A woman who had abandoned her 
fami ly  and gone away with another woman ' s  husband , was rumoured 
triumphant ly to  be  pregnant , which was s een as  a f i t t ing punishment . 

The r e l a t ions hip o f  wi tchcra f t  and s orcery t o  p a r t icular c as e s  o f  
i l lnes s  o r  death was a c ommon top i c  o f  c onve r s a t ion i n  Hoho l a . Al though 
medi c a l  ins t i tutions were used by Hoho la r e s idents , they s eemed t o  be  
regarded a s  r ather unimpor t ant and not ab le  to  c ombat or wi ths tand the 
power o f  wit chc r a f t  and s orcery over s icknes s and death . 

The c onne c t ion b e tween mi s fortune ( p ar tic u l ar ly s i cknes s and death) 
and wi tchc r a f t  or s orcery has a l ready been ment i oned in r e l a t ion t o  not 
maint aining the gi ft  exchange sys t em . l Al l the women in the s amp le 
b e l ieved tha t there was a s trong direc t c onne c t i on b e tween the two , and 
that no giving to kin could res ul t  in swo l l en feet  and s tomach or even 
death . They a l s o  a l l  b e l i eved tha t  i f  a b aby was not c ar e fu l l y  wat ched 
in the garden , i t  would be  ki l led by s orcery ( i t  was b e l i eved that thi s 
was the c aus e of  death o f  two chi l dren o f  s amp l e  women) . One woman 
b e l ieved that her fir s t husband had been ki l led in h i s  v i l l age by 
s orcery worked  by peop l e  who thought he was too c lever and too c o ­
operative wi th the Admini s tr a t i on .  Jealous y was a l s o  b e l i eved t o  have 
c aus ed  the ment a l  r e t ardation of a man s taying with  one s amp le fami ly . 
I t  was s aid that he us e d  to  have p ar t i cu larly good gardens unt i l  s orcery 
was p e r fo rmed on his  b e t e l  nut . Another man ' s a t t ack o f  pneumonia was 
s aid  to be due to s orcery made by the r e l at ives of a l over he was 
a l leged  t o  have ki l led many years ago . 

Even peop le in hospi t a l  were not immune t o  s orce ry . I t  was s aid t o  
have c aus ed the death o f  one woman who d i ed there . The re was not always 
c omp le t e  agreemen t as to  c aus e , however . A c ar acc ident not far from 
Hoho l a , in which a man and his  four months o ld b aby ( re l at ives  o f  a 
Hoho l a  res ident ) were ki l led , was interp r e t ed in two ways . One woman 
s aid  i t  occurred b e c aus e  the man had t aken his  s i s ter  from her husband 
and g iven her t o  another man , whi l e  s omeone e l s e  s ai d  i t  oc c urred 
bec aus e the man ' s wi fe b e c ame pregnant again whi le she was s ti l l  breas t 
feeding . 

Apa r t  from wi tchc r a ft and s orc ery , other c aus es given for i l lne s s  
and d e a th we re deep res entment o r  ne glec t .  For  examp le , the dea th o f  
a sma l l  boy was a t t r ib ut ed t o  the fac t that his  father d i d  not l e t  him 
go home to  the vi l lage as  h e  had wanted , and the per iodic i l lnes s  o f  an 
o l d  woman was be l i eved t o  be ' love s ick ' a s  a re s u l t  o f  her married 
d augh te r ' s  neglec t 

S e e  pp . 75 - 6 .  



8 3  

Even the women who s c ored h i ghe s t in urban c at e gories  and s ub ­
categor ies  had s tr ong b e l i e fs about witchc ra f t  and s orcery . S uch 
be l ie fs have obvious imp l i c a t ions for any he al th or  e c onomic p rogrammes 
and it is important for tho s e  invo lved in them to real i s e that urbani s a­
t i on ( inc l ud ing formal educ a t i on)  does not nec e s s ar i ly a l ter  thes e  
b e l ie fs . 

I t  was b e l ieved that s orcery and magic  c ould  a l s o  at t rac t  or r ep e l  
lovers . One o f  the s amp le women b e l i eved her pres ent husband at t rac ted  
her by the s e  means , c aus ing her t o  l e ave her f ir s t  husb and . 

The que s t i on o f  r e lat i ons be tween p eop le  from di f ferent ind i genous 
c u l t ural  group s was , as ment ioned , a b as i c  prob l em for Hoho la  p eop le . 
Re lations wi th o ther rac e s  were a l s o  frequent ly  d i s c us s ed . Re lations 
wi th Indone s i ans were  a current t op ic at the t ime of s tudy , when the 
I ndone s i ans t ook over  Wes t New Guinea . Many rumours c i r c ul at e d  about 
the nat ure  and ac t ivi t i e s  o f  I nd one s ians ; one o f  the s amp le women , for 
examp le , s ai d  she had heard the Indones ians ' don ' t have one man , one 
woman , but anyone for anyone ' . I t  was a l s o  rumoure d  that an I nd ones ian 
had been photographed on a h i l l  in Port  Moresby a l legedly a t t emp t ing t o  
c ut o f f  a l l rad i o  c ontac t . Amer i c an p lanes us ed  in a geode t i c  s urve y  
o f  New Guinea o f ten f l ew ove r Hoho l a  a t  ni gh t , p rovoking fear s  o f  an 
invas i on . One woman repor ted having t e r r ib le  nightmare s  o f  Hoho l a  
b e ing overrun by I nd one s i ans and eve ryone be ing ki l led  except  he r .  
D i s c us s ions o f t en t ook p lace as t o  the meri t s  o f  adminis t ra t i on by 
Indones ia or  Aus tralia  and c onc l uding r emarks were  o f t en made wi th the 
imp lic at i on ' be t t er the dev i l you know than the devi l you d on ' t ' . 

As far as t he ' devi l ' known was c onc erned , at t i tude s were  amb iguous . l 

The l e g i s l a t ive p re s c r ip ti on o f  inequa l i t ie s  in wage s and hous ing for 
E ur op eans and indi genes created a foc a l  p oint for wha t  was be fore a 
s trong l y  fe l t  but  more  wide ly d i s p� r s ed r e s entmen t . I nequal i t ie s  o f  
power , p r ivi l e ge and p os s e s s ions , a s  perce ived i n  l iving s tandards and 
a t t i t ude s , were  b i t te r ly r e s ente d . As one Hohol a  man asked  ' why do we 
pay $ 2 . 80 per fortnight for rent and a E urop ean in B oroko only $ 1 . 80 ? ' 2 

A Hohol a  woman , d e s c ribing the vi s i t  o f  a P apuan p o l i t i c i an t o  her home 
in the c our s e  o f  a pr iva t e  s urvey he was making on hous ing c ond i t i ons 
in Por t Moresby , agreed wi th h i s  s ta t ement that ' E urop eans l ive we l l , 
nat ive s l i ke dogs ' . D i s c r iminat i on in s p ee ch and a t t i t udes shown in 

1 
As no at t i t ude s tudy was carried out , r emarks made in thi s s ec t ion 

are based  on r andom ob s erva t i ons only . 
2 

Bor oko i s  a Europ ean hous ing area in Por t Mor e sby , whe r e  even a young 
married  coup le wi thout chi l dr en ( in government emp l oy)  is a l located a 
s pac i ous three -bedroom hous e and garden , gene r a l ly wi th s ervant ' s  
quar t er s . The r ent o f  E uropeans i s  s ubs i di s ed . 
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hous es , shop s , hot e l s  and pub l ic transport  was a l s o  c ommon , and c an 
perhaps  b e  be s t  expre s s ed by  the s t atement o f  another Hoho la man , 1 1  
c an ' t  s i t down in a European hous e ' . 

The reason for rac i a l l y  d i s c r iminatory behavi our was cons tan t ly 
be ing s ought by  Hoho l a  p eop l e . S ome p ut i t  down t o  di s l ike or fear , 
s uch as the woman who s ai d , ' they fee l we are d i r ty and sme l ly and are 
afraid of us , and we are a fraid of them ' 0 O thers rec ogni s ed d i s c ri ­
minatory behaviour as the expres s ion o f  s ome thing d eeper and more 
di f f ic ul t  t o  hand l e  than mere ly d i s l i ke or fear , and that bas i c  c ul tural 
di f ferences  in value s  and c onc ep t s  of morality , were involved . .  Al though 
this exp r e s s ion was o f t en c ouched in economic t e rms s uch as ' we are born 
in the garden , E uropeans in money ' , more fundament a l  di f ferenc e s  were  
imp l ied  and in s ome c as es made  exp l i c i t . The f o l l owing quotation from 
a woman in the s amp le i l l us t ra t e s  the recogni t ion o f  d i f ferences , and 
als o the ambival ent fee l ings which  res u l t : 'W e  want E uropean ways , but 
we are not E ur opeans . 0  • •  We l ike our c us toms b ut i f  the s e  are _fol l owed 
( for  examp le , gi f t  exchange ) we c an ' t s ave or have E ur op ean things . 1 
Another woman s ai d  s he l i ked the way E uropean men ' he lp women c arry 
heavy things and op en car  doors ' ,  but not the way they keep p eop l e  
(par t icu l ar ly P ap uans ) wai t ing and do not s hare the i r  food . The s e  
re ference s  t o  l ack o f  shar ing s upport the views o f  s eve ral anthropo l ­
ogi s ts , s uch as Burridge ( 1 9 60 : 3 6) who s ugges � s  that p ar t  o f  the 
incomp r ehens ibi l i ty o f  E ur op ean behaviour i s  due t o  the fac t that 
kinsh ip , one of the mos t  important indi genous ins t i t ut i ons imp lying 
c omp l ex moral  ob l i ga t i ons , is ab s ent ( or extreme ly  weak) in the E uropean 
value sys t em . 1 Kinship mora l i ty inc l ud e s  not only  sharing food , but 
a l s o  knowledge and p os s es s ions , and , B e l s haw ( 1 9 54 : 8 3 )  woul d  add , 
int imac y . 2 The r e fus a l  o f  Europeans t o  s hare the s e ,  and par t ic ul ar ly 
the i r  knowl edge o f  how t o  ob t ain weal th , even in c ond i t ions o f  c ons t ant 
c ontac t , was both incomp r ehens ible and deep ly res ented . 

The ques t i on o f  how peop le form the c onfigurations ' us '  and ' o ther s ' 
c anno t b e  d i s c us s ed in d e t ai l here , al though the under s tanding o f  how 
re lat ions h ip s  b e tween the two are formed and vi ewed is c ruc ia l  to any 
d i s c us s ion o f  ' rac e re lat ions ' . The forming o f  e ga l i tarian re lation� 
s h ip s  b e tween E uropeans and Papuans was d i f ficul t becaus e of the 
di f ferenc e s  alr e ady d i s c us s ed ;  indeed , B urri d ge ( 1 9 60 : 24)  i s  of the 
op inion that the a t t emp t of New Guineans ' to e s t ab l i s h  the i r  int e gri ty 
as men in r e lat ion to  admini s trat ive o f f i c er s  and mi s s ionar ies  forms a 
l ar ge part  o f  the s tory o f  a cargo c u l t ' .  Hogb in ( 1 9 58 : 2 1 6) not e s  that 
Chr i s t i ani t y , which i s  known t o  b e  the r e l i g ion of the Europ ean , 

Hogbin ( 1 9 5 8 : 1 84)  maint a ined that ' kinship s t i l l  prov ide s the e s s en­
t ia l  b as i s  for the nat ive s oc ia l  s truc t ure ; indeed , it has proved to be 
the mos t  c ons ervat ive e l ement in Me l anes i an s oc iety ' . 
2 

S inc lai r , a p s ychi atri s t , s ugge s t s ( 1 9 62 : 1 3 )  that ' l ack o f  emo t i onal 
c ommunicat ion is the mos t  important c aus e of res entment ' .  
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' pr oc l aims the s p i r i tual equa l i ty o f  man ; b u t  c o l onial s e t t lers  are 
rare ly wi l l ing to p rac t ic e  the ethical  imp l ic at i ons of the doc t r ine . 
S uch hypocrisy  has rep e l l e d  dependent peop les  everywhere ' .  The fol l ow­
ing quotation from a Hohola res ident exemp l i f ie s  thi s : ' The mi s s ionar ies  
would  not  e a t  wi th us . They  woul d  b e  e a t ing and not  as k us  in  b ut make 
us wai t  out s ide  t i l l  our heads spun round wi th hunger . They are s up ­
pos ed  t o  b e  Chri s t ians , but they don ' t ac t in Chri s t ian ways . '  

Thus whi le indi genous p e op l e  focus ed the i r  r e s entment on inequa l i t ies  
in  wages and hous ing , deep er di f ferenc e s  wer e  also  perce ived , s ome of  
which were  accepted , s ome of  which were c ons ider e d  int o l erab le .  F or an 
imp rovement in ' us ' - ' o ther ' relat ions from e i ther point o f  view , i t  
would s eem nec es s ary  t o  increas e the t o lerance o f  s ome c ul tural d i f ­
f erenc e s , and r ap id ly t o  abandon the o ther  di f ferenc e s . Hohol a  peop l e  
s eemed wi l l ing t o  do what they c ou l d  t o  imp rove relat ions , b u t  fe l t  
they mus t  b e  met ha l f  way . 

The thir teen s amp l e  women were q ue s t i oned about the i r  at t i t udes  t o  
Hoho l a  and the l ike l ihood o f  their remaining there p ermanent ly . l The 
que s t i ons were  l e f t  open and no advantage s or d i s advantage s were  
s ugge s ted  by  t he i nt e rviewer . S ome women ment i oned only 3 poin t s , s ome 
2 3 , but  in s e t t ing out the data al l answe r s  have b e en added t oge ther , 
showing the number o f  t imes a p ar t ic ul ar c r i t i c i s m  or advant age was 
ment ioned . 

( i ) Good things about Hoho la . For  adu l t  women , the fo l lowing 
op inions were  given ( in order of frequency) : hous eho l d  c onvenience s  
( s uch things a s  wat e r  and l ight , c ooking , was h ing and i r oning fac i l i ­
t ie s , equipment , hous e , l and , e t c . )  formed the mos t  o ften mentioned 
c a t e gory ( 3 0  t imes ) .  F ood was ment i oned 7 t ime s and inc luded var i e ty , 
the avai l ab i l i ty o f  ' Eur op e an food ' , the greater eas e wi th which food 
c ou l d  be ob tained , and the p os s ib i l i ty of having a mea l  in the middl e  
o f  the d ay . Mee t ings , sports  and c ommunity ac t ivi t i e s  ( 7 ) , the p o s ­
s ib i l i ty o f  e s c ap ing from v i l l age ob l i ga t i ons ( 6) , the opportunity to 
s e e  f i lms \ ( 6) , t he avai lab i li ty o f  work for husb ands ( 5 ) , and l e s s work 
for wives  ( 3 )  were  a l l  s een as advant age s .  The pos s ib i l i ty of b e ing 
ab l e  to d rink and gamb le was ment ioned by 3 women , having f l ower gardens 
by  2 ,  and one woman s aid s he l i ked the avai l ab i l i ty o f  t r ansp or t . 

Good things for chi l dren were  ment ioned l e s s o ften : b e ing near s chool 
( 10 ) , fac i li t i e s  for recreation ( 4 ) , hea l th c l inic  and hos p i t a l  s e rv i c e s  
(4) , and t h e  pos s ib i l i ty o f  ch i l dren ' l earning E uropean ways ' ( 2) . 

( B ad things about Hoho l a . The mos t frequent c r i t i c i sm c oncerned 
money ( 13 ) . Women s aid  Hoho l a  i ts e l f , or  trave l and food , we re too 

1 
For  que s t i ons as ked , s ee App end ix 1 .  



8 6  

expens ive The next mos t  frequent comp laint c oncerne d  the hous e s  ( 1 1 ) : 
that  they were t oo smal l ,  too hot , had b ad s t oves or toi l e t s , l ac ked 
s torage fac i l i t ie s , furn i t ure and mosqui t o  wi ring , and that they f l ooded  
badly . I One woman ( and many o thers not  in  the  s amp le )  c omp lained about 
the ins ecur i ty o f  tenancy 

Drinking , gamb ling , s teal ing , l ac k  o f  unity :C't oo many l anguages 1 , 
' we don ' t have a leader ' ) , lack o f  communi ty e f for t s  and comp l aints  
that  ' we work t oo hard ' (was hing , c leaning , c o l lec t ing wood , p r ep ar ing 
breakfas t and lunch )  were e ach ment ioned 5 t ime s . C omp laint s about 
food wer e  made 3 t imes ( l ack of variety of food - par t icular ly  in 
rations - and lack of ' nat ive food ' ) .  C omp l aints were a l s o  made about 
gos s ip ( 3 ) , i l l -mannered  c hi ldren ( , the l ack of  re lat ives ( 2 ) , and 
in one c as e  the di s tanc e a chi ld had to  go t o  h i gh s choo l . Anothe r  
woman ment ioned b oredom as a prob l em .  

( i i i )  Things ment ioned were that 
it was le s s  exp ens , and fishing were p os s ib l e , that 
there  we re re l at ive s to h e lp ( e ach 4) , that there was a lot  o f  c ommuni ty 
ac t iv i ty , and that p eop l e  were happy ( e ach 3 ) . Two women ment ioned the 
nearne s s o f  the local  s choo l , and outdoor ac t ivi t ie s , ' l es s work ' and 
the p os s ib i l i ty o f  b e ing one ' s  ' own bos s ' were  ment ioned onc e . 

There  was more work gardening 
, was a lack o f  ' nice  things ' 

meaning c lo thes , shop s , e t c . ( 4 ) , there were p er iods o f  food sho r tage , 
lac k  o f  var i e ty o f  food and no money ( each 3 ) , and fina l ly fami ly 
quarr e l s , the forge t t  of ' E ur opean ways ' by chi ldren , d i r ty v i l lages 
and the lack of beer were each ment i oned onc e . 

The s e c omments fal l int o  two maj o r  categori e s : c r i t i c ism o f ..=.;;::.;;;.:::.;;;..;;;..;;;;.;;;;..;;..� 

__.;...;;...;....;;;..;;;;.� ' and favourab le  c omment s c onc erning or ac t ivi -
t i e s  which he lp uni t e  p e op le . Apar t from c r i t i c isms hous e s  
o r  money , 1 7  o f  the remaining 2 7  c oncerned ant i s oc i a l  things s uch as 
the e f fe c t s  of drinking ( fi ght ing) , s te a l ing , l ac k  of uni ty , 
l ack o f  r e l a t ives , and ' rude chi ldren . 

gos s 

Good things about H oho l a  inc l uded 5 7  c omments c overing .;;;...;..;.;;;...;;;.;;;;.,;;;..;;..;;;;;..;...� 

s uch as p i c ture s , transp or t , s choo ls , and hous eho l d  c onvenienc e s . 0 
the remaining 3 6  c omment s ,  only 1 2  c oncerned s oc i a l  fac tors  - c ommunity 
ac t ivi t i e s , dr inking ( s oc ial  e f fec t s )  and gamb l ing . In cont ras t ,  when 
d i s c us s ing b ad things about home vi l lages  the re  was no ment i on of ant i ­
s oc ia l  fac t ors , but 7 out o f  2 2  c r i t i c i sms c once rned food , thi s  obvious ly 
be ing a maj or p rob l em for v i l lage p eop le . I n  d i s cu s s ing good 
about home v i l l age s , again there was an emphas is  on food , 10 out of 2 6  
answer s  b e ing c oncerned wi th i t , b ut o f  the remaining 1 6  favourab le  
c omment s , 14 dea l t  with  s oc ia l  fac t or s  - communi ty ac t ivi t i e s , fee l ings 
of happ ine s s , having r e l a t ives nearby , hunt ing and f i s h ing . 

S everal women s aid  thi s  was s o  b ad that at  t ime s they had t o  s le ep 
on the tab le . 
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T h i s  s ugge s t s  that the f ir s t  need o f  s uch migrants i s  t o  recreate a 
new and friend ly group around them be fore b e ing ab l e  to  c op e  with new 
p rob l ems . Hoho la women pe rceived Hoho la as rather ant i s oc ia l  and l oos e ly 
s truc t ured in c omp ar i s on wi th the i r  v i l lages . They t ry to  r emedy this 
l arge ly  through p ar t ic ipat i on in informal group s and s oc i a l  ne tworks . 

S ince the financ ing o f  the t enant p urchas e s cheme in Hoho l a  i s  
p lanned t o  c over approxima t e ly thirty  years from the d a t e  o f  occ upanc y , 
i t  s eemed e s s ent ial  t o  d i s c over wha t  peop l e  were p lanning t o  do in their  
o l d  age  (which in mos t c as e s  would  c ome much ear l ier  than at  the  end of  
the  thir ty - year p e r iod)  and s o  s everal que s t i ons were as ked on  thi s 
s ub j e c t . 

E i ght o f  the thirteen fami l i e s  went t o  Hoho la  at the s ugge s t ion o f  
thei r  emp loyers  and mos t  ( 10) women regarded i t  in terms o f  exp ed i ency -
a p lac e t o  l ive for a p er i od , s uch as the durat ion o f  their  husband s ' 
working l ives or chi ldren ' s  s chool ing . Eleven p lanned t o  re turn t o  
the i r  vi l l age t o  b e  looked a f t er b y  thei r  chi l dren or r e lat ives in 
their  o ld age . Much of the contac t maintained with home vi l lages i s  
to  fac i l i t a t e  this . I t  i s  a kind o f  ins urance p o l i cy,  for p eop le f ind 
they c annot s ave money whi le l iving in Hoho l a  and that they wi l l  have 
no s ec ur i ty in the i r  old age other than s upport from the vi l lage . Thi s 
s ugge s t s  that a permanent Hoho l a  may not mat e r i al i se unt i l  the next 
generation mat ure s .  Only 2 women c ons i dered  in Hohol a  in the ir  
old  age . B oth were invo lved in  mixed marr iage s , one t o  a mixed -race 
man , and the other was her s e l f  the p roduc t o f  a mixed mar r iage and had 
l ived near ly a l l  her l i fe in Port More sby . Her husband , however , wanted 
t o  re t urn t o  his vi l lage in his  old age . I n  only one o ther c as e  did the 
husband ' s  and wife ' s p l ans for o l d  age con f l ict : b oth wanted to r e t urn 
to the i r  home area , b ut whe reas she want ed  to l ive in the vi l lage , he  
wanted t o  s tar t a s tore near the mi s s ion s tation .  



Chap t e r  7 

( i )  Hoho l a  peop le , though e li t e  in t e rms o f  educ at ion and wages in 
c omp ar i s on wi th o ther Por t More sby indi genous r e s idents , were  as a 
re s u l t  o f  urban requi remen ts l iving j us t  above s ub s i s tenc e  l eve l , with 
l i t t l e  exp endi ture on entertainment or luxur i e s  but c ons iderab le ex­
p end i t ure  on s t imulant s . V i s i tors  were frequent , and they , rather than 
fami ly  s i z e , determined food e xpend it ure . 

( i i )  Factors  d i s l iked about Hoho l a , b e s ides  hous ing and financ ial  
p r ob l ems , wer e  thos e ind i c at ing lack o f  uni t y  and l eadership and ant i ­
s oc ia l  t endenc i es . 

( i i i )  Factors  l iked about Hoho l a  were  thos e which inc reas e uni ty 
and the p r ov i s ion o f  phys ical  fac i l i t i e s . Thes e two f indings , a l though 
peripheral  to the hypothes e s , s upport the theoret ical  bas i s  of the 
s tudy , s ince they ind ic a t e  that the need to  re � form a s t rong s oc ia l  
s truc ture i s  c ons c i ous ly acknowledged  by t h e  migrants thems e lves 

( iv) Mos t  of the s amp l e  fami l ies p lan to  return t o  their  vi l l ages 
in the i r  old age and thus maintain s trong l inks wi th them and the i r  
kin . Thus , i f  general i s at ions c an be made from the s amp le , Hoho l a  has 
not a s tab l e  or permanent p opulation . 

(v)  S tat i s t i cal ly s i gni ficant evidence s upports  the two hyp othes es , 1 

and a l s o  i l lus trates  the exis t ence o f  h i gh and l ow ab i l i ty s yndromes 
Whi l e  no evidenc e was found t o  s upport B o t t ' s  theory o f  the re l at i on ­
ship b e tween c onj uga l  r o l e  s egrega t i on and c onne c t ednes s o f  ne tworks , 
there  was s ome evidenc e whi ch was not incompat ib l e  wi th hers and o ther 
theories about the decreas e in kin r e lat ionship s  wi th inc reas ing urban 
as s oc iations . 

(vi ) Urb ani s at ion was found no t t o  imp ly a l ac k  o f  trad i t i onal l inks 
or as s o c i a t ions , i . e .  c ont rary to exp ec ta t i ons there  is not one trad i ­
t i ona l - urban axi s along whi ch migrants pas s during the i r  adj us tment t o  
urban l i fe but a s ign i f ic ant corre lat i on b e tween two para l le l  axe s . 

S ee pp . 14- 15 . 
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Fur the r , an i nd ividua l ' s  total  a s s oc ia t ions or t he comp lex i ty of  h i s  
s o c ia l  ne twork i s  a more s ignif icant ind i cat i on o f  h i s  leve l o f  urbani­
s a t ion than are t he number o f  hi s trad it iona l links . 

The s ignif ica nt re la t ionships  be twe en the variab l e s  a re summa r i s ed 
in F igure 3 . 

P =.0 0 5  

U R BA N  
E X P E R I EN C E  

p =.0 05 

F igure 3 
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Q.. 
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S I T U A T I O N AL 
S U P P O RTS 
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(vi i )  I n  Hohola pre s s ure s  towards  par t icular kind s o f  group forma ­
t i on a nd id e nt i f i cat ion were  s e e n  i n  a t t itud e s  and ab i l ity t o  cope 
expre s sed in the comp l e t ed que s t ionna ire s ,  as we l l  as in the fa ct  tha t  
spontane ous ly orga n i s ed in forma l  group s we re more a c t ive and b e t t e r  
suppor ted  tha n exte rna l ly c ont rol led f orma l one s . Pe r s ona l ob s e rva t ions 
a l s o reve a led the same d e s ire for s o c ia l  cohe s ion . For examp l e , the 
v iews of many who wi t ne s sed a f i ght be twe e n  the fami l i e s  o f  two re spected  
chur ch e ld e r s  we re summed up  by one woman who s a id ' i t wa s bad t o  see  
our leade r s  f ight ing ' .  Deaths  and i l lne s s e s  in  Hohola were  nea r ly 
a lways  a t t r ibut ed t o  the superna tur a l  cons equence s of  breaking s ocia l 
' ru l e s ' ,  and the re wa s ove r t  cr i t i c i sm o f  a nt i s o c i a l  behav iour such a s  
f ight i ng or ma r i ta l de s e r t ion . Women i n  the s amp l e  and important 
leader s  in Hohola a l l  fe l t  tha t d i f fe r en t  churche s s hou ld not be  a l lowed 
to pur cha s e  land in Hoh o la le s t  thi s d iv ide  the popula t ion and a l s o  tha t  
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the Hoho l a  As s oc ia t i on s hould be  given more power to  enab l e  i t  
t o  Hoho l a o 

(vi i i )  G i ft exchange s were not s o  important in t e rms o f  pro f i t  or 
los s as they were s oc ial ly  important in creating and maintaining ne t ­
works o f  per s onal as s oc ia t i ons and ob l i gations , and ind i c at ing s tat us . 
Gi ft  e xchange s with home vi l lages were  a l s o  a kind o f  s o c i a l  s ec ur i ty 
for o ld age . Peop le  who rece ived the h i ghes t numb e r  o f  a l s o  
s cored highes t i n  urbani s at i on and b el onged t o  the high ab i l i ty 
s yndrome . 

As the f irs t need in Hoho l a  s eemed t o  be  for peop le t o  regain 
the s ens e o f  and group involvement which they had i n  the i r  
v i l  , the s e  group pres sures and the inc reas ing expans i on o f  s oc i a l  
ne tworks wi th inc reas urban were  heal thy s igns which 
should be  enc ouraged by all p os s ib le means 

( i  I f  mos t  Hoho l a  p e op l e  carr i ed out their intenti on t o  r e t urn t o  
the ir  vi  in the i r  o l d  age (which wi l l  b e  be fore t h e  thirty-year 
t enant p urchas e p e r i od i s  c onc lud ed ) , the p re s ent s cheme o f  f inanc ing 
Hohol a  hous e s  would  be  unre a li s t ic unle s s  the hous e was trans ferred t o  
another member o f  t h e  fami ly . On t h e  other hand , experience e l s ewhere 
in the P ac i fi c  s ugge s t s  that many o f  thos e  who intended t o  re turn to 
the i r  vi l l age s in fac t remain in town . l Pres e nt t enants hope t o  be 
looked a fter  by  their chi ldren and r e l at ives on the i r  r e t irement i n  the 

and the re fore maintain the i r  t r ad i t i onal l inks as s ec ur i ty � 
This  however , may be  unrea l i s t ic i f  the re l at ives are o f  the s ame 
generation , s ince they , t o o , w i l l  b e  too o l d  to work , and the exi s t ing 
gul f b e tween them and the i r  chi ldren ' s  generation is l ike ly  to have 
inc reas ed  so that the l a t t e r  may no l onger b e  prep ared to r e turn t o  the 

or  t o  maintain the i r  p arent s . I t  woul d  s eem , there fore , that 
s ome kind of p ens ion s cheme wi l l  become inc re as nec e s s ary 

( Adop t i on of the B r i t i sh garden a l l o tment sys t em c ou l d  p erhap s 
l e ad t o  reduc e d  food and increased women ' s r e spons 
in f or the i r  fami l ie s , thus not shattering s o  abrup t ly s ome 
o f  the i r  important v i l  task sys t ems But thi s  i s  not a 
env ironment , phys or  c ul tura l ly , for s uch a s cheme The s o i l  i s  
p oor and ind ividual gardens unproduc t ive , though perhaps group l and 
c ou l d  be s e t  as ide under  the c ontrol  o f  the s As s oc ia t i on , for 
e xamp le , and s ome kind o f  rotat ion s ys t em organi s ed . 

The Hula in  o ld age r e t ire to  l ive wi th the i r  neare s t  kin wherever 
they are , and s everal o l d  p eop l e l ive in Por t Moresby , inc l ud ing 
Hoho l a . S ome o f  the mor e  s ep t  cormuute 
be tween t own and vi l lage 
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( iv )  I t  seems that the wome n be s t  ab le  t o  bene f i t  f rom cour s e s  a nd 
specia l lectu re s , a nd there fore those t o  choo se  for adu l t  educat ion 
c our s e s  or the spread ing of  informa t ion , are t he ' bridge women ' ,  th ose  
with the ra nge of a s s ociat ions , b oth trad i t iona l and urban , who 
are the re f ore fol lowed by people wi th  both or ienta t i ons . Furthe r , s i nce 
Hohola peop le are e l ite  in t e rms of income and educ a t ion but have very 
l i t t le  money a f te r  b a s i c  ne ed s are s a t i s f i ed , a ny househo ld ma nagement 
cour s e s  should dea l wi th  prob lems of food s torage , pre serva t i on 
a nd s e le c t ion .  In any adv i c e , a l l owance mus t  be made for t rad i -
t i ona l ob ligat ions under the head ing of  pr imary need s . 

(v)  It  wou ld seem tha t  the fu ture a ims of the Hoho la women ' s  c lub 
need to be careful recon s idered and c la ri f ied . In women ' s  c lub s in 
Papua - New Guinea , there seem t o  be thre e ma in a ims - to  teach new 
know ledge , t o  w iden a s s oc i a t ion ne twor ks , and t o  enab le women t o  
exper i ence democra t i c  proce s s e s , per s ona l author i ty and independence . 
The me thod o f  running a c lub is  de t e rmined by wh ich o f  the s e  a ims i s  
d ominant . In Hoho la , the second a im is  the mos t  urgent , s ince women ' s  
ab i l ity  t o  cope with urban pr ob lems appea r s  l ike ly t o  r i se  a s  the ir 
a s s ociat ion ne tworks increa s e  (e spe c ia l ly the ir  urban ne tworks ) .  In 
Hoho la , with it s mixed popu l a t i on ,  the women ' s  c lub should pe rhaps  be 
s een  as a unifying s oc ia l ins t itut ion , in whi ch case  far more recrea­
t iona l a c t iv i t ie s  led  by Hoho la women themse lv e s  should be the a im .  
A l s o , more  t ra ined ind igenous we l fa re worker s  are e s s ent ia l , s ince 
they can more e a s i  lead a nd pa rt i c ipa t e , ra ther than mere ly t e a ch or 
d ir e c t . Once c lub a t t endance i s  a c cept ed a s  an enj oyable  expe r ience 
ra ther than as a mere repe t it ion or new s ophi s t ica t ion o f  hous eho ld 
t a s ks , then perhaps edu ca t iona l a c t iv i t ie s could be introduced , i f  the 
women (and the i r  hu sband s )  fee l the need for them , a nd when they fee l 
secur e enough in the ir  new env ir onment t o  bene f it  from them . 



Add re s s :  Sec t i on 

Interv iews : Dat e  �������� 

( a )  

( b )  

1 .  

Chi ld r e n  
W i fe 
Hu sband 

(a ) Towns 

(b)  S ta t ions  

Append ix 1 

��������� Lot -----

Wha t  

Ma rr iage 

La nguage s 

or igina l e a c h  f orm wa s spaced  out ove r  a f o o l s c a p  shee t .  They a re r eproduced 
he re w i t h  onl y  the wri t t e n  ma t t er shown , a nd a l so pho t ographed  d own t o  sma l l e r  s i ze . 

9 



Whe n  t o  Hohol a ?  (husband )  
I I  I I  I i  (wi f e )  

Whe n  t o  Por t  More sby? 
I i  I I  I I  I i  (wi fe)  

2 .  

1 .  ( b i r t h s , d e a t h s , mar r iage , Chr i s tma s , e t c . ) 

2 .  

S in c e  l iv ing i n  Hohol a  have you /hu s ba nd / c h i l d r e n  take n p a r t  i n  a ny fea s t s  or 
c eremon i e s  i n  your own v i l l a g e ?  

W i fe 
Hu sband 
Ch i l d re n  �--����--���--1---����������..i.-���������� 

9 3 

S c or e  

( a )  Whe re d oe s  y our  f a t he r /mothe r c ome from :  fa t he r ����� mother ������-

3 .  

4 .  

s .  

6 . 

( b )  I s  h e / s he s t i l l  a l ive ? ����������� 

( c )  Whe re d oe s  he / s he /s 

Wi fe 
Hus b a nd 

S in c e  l iv in g  in Hoho l a : 

S e n t  
Re c e ived ----------....1.�--------��--...11-----�--�-'----��-----_....-------------� 

S in c e  l iv ing 
( a )  Have v i s i t i ng you ? 
( b )  Who 
( c )  H /W mos t ?  
(d ) Whe n  
( e )  D id they 
( f )  Wha t d o  you t h ink o f  

More / l e s s  t h a n  wou l d  have i n  

( a )  Have y ou had many peop l e  s ta y i ng in  your h ou se ?  ���----������� 

S c o re 
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7 .  

( b )  Wha t d o  y o u  t hink about the s e  v i s i t ors ? 
( c )  Mor e / l e s s  t ha n  wou l d  have i n  v i l l a g e ?  

( a )  D o  l and und e r  cu l t iva t ion Wife H usband 
i n  
I f  s o ,  

d o  you share ? 
(b) Do you own a ny t re e s  

I f  s o ,  wha t t re e s ?  
who u s e s ?  ���������������������-! 
d o  you g e t  a 
are  the t re e s  your s 

( c )  Do you have a home s i t e  o f  your own i n  
t he v i l la g e ?  
I f  s o , any h o u s e  on i t  now? 

who u se s ?  ��������������������---! 
where wou ld you bu i ld i f  you wen t  back?  

If  n o t , d o  you  wa nt one ? 
c ou ld you get  one ? 
who wou l d  you go t o ?  
who wou l d  a l l oc a t e ?  

( d ) Wha t  o t he r  l a nd d o  you h o ld now ?  
r igh t s )  

u sa g e )  
I s  i t  y o u r  a lone , or you r s  a n d  s ib l in g s , or  
your  l inea ge or c la n ?  ������������������-< 
Who pro te c t s  your r ight s  n ow? --�������������--1 
Who u s e s  t he l a nd ?  �������������������----l 
Do you i n t e nd going b a c k  t o  i t ?  �������������� 
Do you i n tend s e nd ing a c h i ld bac k  to i t ?  ��������....,.j 

S c or e  

S core 



2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

Wha t  are the names of people who speak your language a nd·  l ive in:  
(a)  Hohol a  ( ones you know , v i s it reciprocal ly ,  meet and ta lk  with) 

Wife Area Husband Area u V is i t  them 

(b) Port More sby and environ s  ( ones  you know , vis it rec iproca l ly ,  mee t  a nd ta lk with) 

e l ive Meet whe r e  Lamrna2e 

V i s i t  

What are t h e  names o f  people who speak t h e  s ame language as  your nusoana 
(a ) Hohol a  

( only i f  mixed marriage ) 

W i fe Area Husband Area 

(b)  Port More sby and environs 

Wife Area Husband Area 

Relilidon 

Rel 

Where l ive Mee t  where V i s it them V i s it 

l iv Mee t  where Lamzua2e V i s i t  them V i s it 

S core 

Score 

Other S c ore 

Other S core 

Do know any people who a re not f rom ���������� 

Hohol a  
(vi s it reciproca l ly some t ime s , mee t  and t a lk t o  s ome t ime s ]  

W i fe Area Husban l i  e re l ive · core 

(b) Port More sby and env irons 

Where l ive Meet where  V i s i t  them I V i s i t  vou Other S core 

(vi s it reciprocal ly some t ime s ,  mee t  and ta lk t o  - --- - --·-- - ,  

Husband Area Where l ive Meet where V i s i t  OU E S core 
l...O 
U1 



(b) Por t  More sby and environs 

and 

Who are your friends who 

Wife Area sband Re l i  Mee t  

Europeans 

Do you know any Europeans? 

Wife Are a  Where l ive Mee t  where 

(draw out a map of houses  in immed iate are a )  
house bv house - Score 

wife 
��-

Where does wife come from? ������--������­

What language do you use in 
Wha t  work does the husband do? --�--------����---

Lan2uage 

d iscuss prob lems 

them V i s it vou 

V is it them 

Eat Other Score 

Other Score 

S core 
Do your chi ldren p lay with the ir s ?  �--������--� 

Do they vis it you (how often,  what 
Do you vis it  them? (how often , what do you 
Do you mee t  them e lsewhere , c lub s , e tc . ?  
Degree of l iking (good ne ighbours , 
i f  in troub le , e tc . )  

'...O 
0\ 
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Expos ure to ma s s  med ia 

( a )  Rad io 

Do you  have a rad i o  ----�--------�-----------------------------��--�--����­

! £  ye s ,  when  d id you 
I f  no , do you l i s te n  to other 
What p r ogramme s do you l ike to l is t en t o  
Wha t programme s d o e s  y o u r  hu sband l ike t o  l i s t e n  
I s  t h e  rad i o  on mos t o f  the d ay or only s ome t ime s ?  When? �------------------------� 

( b )  � 

Do you h ave any book s ?  ( l ook) 
Wha t k i nd s ?  ( text - s c ho o l )  
Wha t  b ooks d o  y o u  l ike read 
Wha t  books d o e s  your husband 
Do you/h usband / c h i l d re n  be l ong 
Wh i c h  one ? --------�----------��----------------------------------------------------

( c )  Maga z ine s /newspape r s  

(d ) 

Do you have a ny maga z ine s ?  
Wh i ch one s ?  
Wha t maga z ine s 
Wha t maga z ine s d oe s  your hu sband 
Do you have a s ub s c r i p t ion t o  a ny 
Doe s your husband have a s ub s c ript i on t o  a ny maga z ine /news paper?  (wh ic h )  -------

Do you read S outh  Pa c i f i c  Pos t ?  When ?  (everyt ime , s ome t ime s )  
Doe s your husband read t he S ou t h  Pa c i f i c  When ?  (every t ime , 
Do you read o t he r  pape r s ?  (wh i ch , 
Doe s your husband read pape r s ?  ____ _ 

Do you ever go t o  the p i c t u re s ?  (how o f ten? ) 
Do your chi ldren  go t o  the (how 
Doe s your husband go t o  the p ic tu re s ?-===:_ (how 
Where d o  you usua l ly go?  
Who goe s ?  ( a l l  the fam i l y , 
Wha t k i nd s  o f  p i c tu r e s  d o  you l ik e ?  
Wha t  kind s  of  p i c t u r e s  d oe s  your 
Whe n  d id you l a s t  go to  the p i c t u re s ?  
Whe n  d id your husband l a s t  g o  t o  t he 
Whe re d id you go?  
Where d id your 
Wha t d id you s e e ?  -�------------------------------�---------------------------------

Wh a t  d id your 
Do you go to Hohol a  f i lms ? ---------------------------------------------------------� 

Doe s your husband go t o  
How o f  t e n  d o  you g o ?  
How o f t e n  d oe s  your 

C l ub s / c ommi t t e e s  

Hus b a nd 
W i fe 
Chi l dren  
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( or o th e r )  

_§_cor_§_ H us b a nd _§__c ore  
D r i nk i ng 
Gamb l ing  
Non- c o /op 
S t e a l ing 
F r i e nd l i ne s s  
He l p fu l ne s s  

( a )  

When d oe s  your  husba nd ge t pa id ? How mu ch ? �-��--���-----�----�--� 
Who kee p s  the money (husband , wi - s ome /a l l )  
Wha t  happe ns ( d oe s  w i f e  bud ge t in a ny way )  
Wha t d o  y o u  f ind you s pend mos t  money on ? 
Do y ou f ind it hard to save ? 
Do you have any s a v ings (how much ? )  
Doe s your hu sba nd have a ny s a v ings ? 
Do you have a ny d eb t s ?  Wha t  for?  
D o  you have c red i t  a t  any s tore ?  

Wha t  for , bank b ook , e t c . 
Wha t  f or , ba nk book , e t c . 

How much? ----------­
out o f  good s ,  o r  e a s ier)  

D o  you kee p  a ny a c c oun t s , bi l l s , e t c . ? ---�----�--�--------����--�-----+----� 
D oe s  your husba nd kee p  a ny a c c oun t s , bi l l s , e t c . ?  
Whe n  d o  you pay the a c c oun t s ?  ���----�------� Who pay s ? -----------

( b )  Ren t  ( check wi th hou s i ng o f f ice  f i l e s )  

I s  t he hous e  be ing purcha s e d  o r  rented ? 

( c )  

( d )  

( e )  

How much rent  d o  you pay? 
Whe n  d o  you u s ua l ly pay i t ?  
D id you pay your rent  l a s t  

Who pay s ? ----------­
w i th re c o rd s )  

Have you kep t  a ny money a s ide t o  pay re n t  t h i s  mont h ?  How mu c h ,  u s ua l ly ----� 

Wha t e le c t r i c a l th ings do you have ? 
D o  you have a me t e r ?  
Do y ou e v e r  r u n  ou t o f  sh il l ings f o r  i t ?  When ?  Wha t d id you d o ?  
Do y o u  e v e r  kee p  s hi l l ings  a s ide  f or the me t e r ?  Wh a t  in?  How much? 
Do you eve r use lamp s ? Whe n ?  

Where  d o  you get  i t ?  
Whe n  d o  you g e t  i t  
How l ong  d o e s  i t  l a s t ?  

D o  y ou f ind i t  ha rd - c o l le c t  f r om b u s h  ----��--�-i--�---
per week)  Regu l a r l y ?  Whe n r un out ? 

Shou l d  a d u l t s  and chi ldren  e a t  t he same f ood ? ----------�--�---------�------+-�--
Are  s ome th ing s b e t t e r  for  c h i ldren  t o  e a t  than othe r s ?  ____ Wha t ?  _____ Why ?  
A r e  s ome th ings  bad f o r  c h i ldren t o  e a t ?  Wha t ?  Why?  
D o  you f ind i t  hard t o  g e t  the kind o f  Wha t ?  ____ Why ?  
D o  y o u  e a t  Europea n  f ood ? Wha t ?  Whe n ?  --��--------------�-----
How many mea l s  d oe s  you r  fami l y  have i n  a 
Whe n d o  you d e c id e  on menu ? When d o  you b uy ?  
D o  you g o  f i s h i ng ?  
Doe s y our  hu sband go f ishing?  �--------------------�----------------�--------+-----
Do you have a garden ? Doe s a nyone he l p  y ou w i t h  i t ? 
Do you s ome t ime s r u n  out  mon e y  for  f ood ? Whe n ?  y o u  d o? --""'"""'"i------
Prov i s ion f o r  f ood s torage (a l s o  observe ) 



( f )  

(g )  

Who d o e s  t h e  s hopp ing? 
How many 
Whe n /whe r  

t ime s d o  
e d o  you 

y ou 
buy 

go 
f re sh mea t ?  

Wha t d o  y ou do w i th your rub b i sh ?  

( b )  

� t hings 

Hand s ew i  
E l e c t r i c  
E le c t r i c  
Ele c tr ic 

S e ve ra l  s 
Few s a u c e  
Bo i le r s  o 

n g  mach ine 
sewing ma c h i ne 
iron 
j ug 

o t s  

a ucepans  on ly  
pans  a nd bo i le r s  
n ly 

( c )  Crocke ry 

Ch i na onl 
E name l a n  
Ename l on 

y 
d 
l y  

china 

( d )  

( e )  

( f )  

jJ:_che__!![lJ�ing _r_oom 

Re fr igera 
( E l e c tr ic 
(wood s t o  
( open gra 
Cann i s t e r  
K i t chen t 
Other t a b  
Cha i r s  (k  
Cha ir s (e  
S o f a , bed 
B ookca s e  
F l oor c ov 

O t he r  ( e . 

t or ( e l e c t r i c )  
s t ove 

ve 
te 
s '  conta ine r s  
ab l e  
l e s  
i t chen)  
a sy)  
' e t c . 

e r i ng s  ( ca r pe t , 
(ma t s ,  

g . c l ock) 

Bed s  (wire ) 
Bed s 
Ma t tr e s s e s  
Cot s  

0 

Whe n ?  
( d a y ,  pe r J 

( a l so obs e rve ) 

(Ke ro s e ne )  

1 

������������������� 
B o okc a s e s  ���������������� 
Boxe s 

Che s t  d rawe r s  
F loor c ove r in g s  

I I  I i  
, s e a g ra s s , 

(ma t s )  

( ii )  Hou s e  

Good 
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Whe r e ?  
Hoh o l a ?  Koke ? --

2 3 

G ood ����������������� 

Fa i r  ����������������� Fa ir  �������������-+��� 
Bad  Bad  



100  

I mproveme nt s made  

She lve s 
F loor pa inted  
P ic t u r e s  on wa l l  
Cur t a in s , k i t chen 

" b e d rooms  
Furn i tu r e  (home mad e )  

G e ne r a l 

How many c h i l d r e n  i s  i t  good to have ? 
Do you know of any c u s t oms wh i ch c a n  preve n t  you hav i n g  ch i ldren?  
Wha t  t hings  d o  you  hope your  chi l d re n  wi l l  d o  when they  grow up  ( l i s t  c h i l dren)  

( s choo l , work , ma r r ia ge , b a c k  to vi l l a ge )  

Have your ch i l d r e n  been s i c k  s i n c e  you came to Hoho l a ?  
Wha t  d id y o u  d o ?  
How o f t e n  d o  the o ld e r  ch i ld re n  have a showe r , o r  bab i e s  ge t wa shed ? 
Do you have a ny mos q u i t o  ne t s ?  How ma ny?  Who for?  
Whe n  do t he ch i l dren  go t o  bed ?

--
Wee kda y s  

Wha t t ime shou l d  c h i l d r e n  go to Wee kend 
Weeke n d s  

Wee kd a y s  

Obs e rve : c l ean l ine s s  o f  chi l d re n ;  a pp r op r i a te ne s s  o f  c l othing . 

regu l a r ity  o f  a t t e n d a n c L' a t  wc• l f a re c l i n i c . 

Do a l l  the c h i l d ren know how t o  u s e  t ilt.' t o i l e t ?  
Do c h i l d r e n  s l e e p  w i t h  pa ren t s ?  
W i th othe r  ch i ld re n ?  S e pa r a t e  bed s  

Wha t  d o  you d o  i f  your c h i l d r e n  d o  s onll' th ing you th ink i s  wrong? 
Wha t  d o  you d o  whe n  they f i ght with other ch i l d rv n ?  ___ F ight parent s ?  
How d o  you pun i sh them? 

Do your ch i l d ren go to s choo l ? ( a n swe rt>d in  pn• v i ous  q m• s t ion) 

regu l a r i t y  o f  a t t t• nd a n c e  at s c hoo l . 

Why d id you c ome t o  Hoh o l a ?  
D id you wan t  t o  c ome ? 
Do you i nt e nd t o  s t ay here ? How l ong?  
Wha t  w i l l  you  d o  when you ge t 

_____ Why?  

Whe n  d o  you next i nt e nd going back t o  your vi l l a g e ?  When ?  �- Why ?  __ What for? �--
Wha t  s or t  o f  th ings  a re good abou t Hoho l a  

I I  I I  I I  I I  bad 
Wha t  sort  o f  t h in g s  are  good 

" " " I I  I I  bad  
Wha t s or t  o f  th ings  are  good 

I I  " I I  " " bad 
Wha t  s or t  o f  t hings  a r e  g o o d  

I I  I I  I I  " " bad 
Wha t s or t  o f  things  a r e  good 

I I  I I  " I I  " bad 
What s or t  o f  t h ings  a r e  good 

" I I  I I  I I  I I  bad 

about  Hoh o l a  
I I  

abou t Hoho l a  
" " 

about the v i l 
I I  

abou t the v i l  
I I  I I  

abou t t h e  v i l 
I I  I I  

How d o  you l ike l iv ing here  c ompa red with  

for you ? 
I I  I I  

for your c h i l d re n? 
I I  " I I  

for  you r  hu sband ? 
I I  I I  " 

l age for you ? '-
I I  I I  I I  

l a ge for  your c h i l d re n ?  
" I I  I I  I I  

l age for  your hus ba nd ? 
I I  " I I  I I  

v i l l a ge (prob e )  
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Wha t  s o r t of  t h i ng s  d o  y ou d o  here t h a t  y o u  d idn ' t  d o  whe re y o u  l ived b e f ore ? 
Do you l ike  t he s e ? / d on ' t  l ike ����������������������������-i-�� 
What s o r t  of t h ings  d o  your c h i l d r e n  do here tha t t hey  d id n ' t  d o  whe r e  you 

l ived b e fore 
Wha t sort  of t h ings  d oe s  your hu s b a nd d o  h e re t ha t  he d id n ' t  do wher e  you 

l iv e d  be for e ?  

b .  Husband 

1 .  

( a )  Non - t rad i t i ona l expe r i en c e  ( u rban i sa t i on)  

( i)  
( ii )  

( i i i ) 
( iv )  

( v )  

I d e n t i f ic a t ion d a t a  ( d a t e  o f  b i r th , e t c . )  
Edu c a t i ona l expe r ie n c e  
Emp l oyment  expe r ie n c e  (wage a nd wha t ha ppe n s  t o  i t )  
Re s id e n c e  i n  o t he r t own s 
Ma s s  med ia (wha t pape r s , f i l ms , e t c . )  

( b )  Trad i t i ona l l inks  
Fam i ly ' s  extent  of  l i nk s wi t h  home vi l l a ge 

( i ) Righ t s  to l a nd 
( i i )  Tree r i ght s 

( c )  S oc ia l behav iour 

( i ) 
( i i )  

( i i i )  

C ommi t tee  membe r sh i p  ( po s i t i on s , e t c . )  
Language s s p oken 
Mar i t a l  h i s t ory  

(d)  Husband /wi fe r e s pon s i b i l i t y 

2 .  

3 .  

( a )  A t t i t ud e s  t o  w i f e ' s  s oc ia l  a c t i v i t ie s  

( b )  

( c )  

( d ) 

( e )  

( i )  

( i i )  

D o  you th ink you r w i fe s hou ld  b e  f r i e nd l y  w i t h  peop l e  from a r e a s  o th e r  
t ha n  he r own :i n d  w it h  n e i ghbou r s ?  Why /why not ? 
\..1ha t  d o  you th ink abou t you r  w i fe going t o  c l ub ( s ) ?  

A t t i t ud e s  t o  re l a t ive s /ob l i ga t i on s  

A t t i tude s  t o  working wi fe ( i f re l e va n t )  

A t t i tu d e s  t o  b r i d e  pr i c e  

A t t i t ud e s t o  household  ma nageme n t  

( i )  
( i i )  

( i i i )  
( iv )  

( v )  

( v i )  

Wha t  a r e  good t h ings f or a woma n t o  d o  i n  t he house ?  
Wha t  a re bad t h ings f o r  a woman t o  d o  i n  the hou s e ?  
Wha t things  s hou l d  a woman d o  f o r  he r c h i l d r e n ?  
Shoul d  a woman h a v e  money t o  s pe nd he rse l f , or shou l d  she a lways 
a sk her hu s band f i r s t ?  
Should women i n  Hoh o l a  d o  everyth ing a s  they d id i n  the v i l l a ge , 
or l e a r n  new way s ? Why ?  
How muc h  money shou l d  a hu sband g ive h i s  wi f e  ( i f  a ny ) ? 

( f )  Prob l ems exp e r i e nced in Hoho l a . 



Append ix 2 

(wi fe and hu s ba nd ) 

Urb a n  a s s oc i a t i on s  U n limited  

Urban expe r ience  
B ir t h p l a c e  o f  ch i ld r e n  (wi fe  on ly) 
Re s id e nce h i s t ory 
Language s 
Emp l oyment h i s t ory 
Ed u c a t ion 
Ma s s  med ia - rad i o  5 ) 

b ooks 6 ) 
maga z i n e s  112 ) 
newspapers  4 ) 
f i lms 7 ) 

Corrnni t t e e /c l ub member sh i p  
Ma rr iage c eremony 
Re l i g i on 
War expe r i e nce (hu sba nd on l y )  

(wi f e  a nd husband ) 

Pos s i b l e  t ota l 

2 
200 

3 
300 

612 

23� 

4 
2 
3 
3 

5 44 w i f e  
545 hus b a nd 

Trad i t iona l a s so c ia t ions Un l imited  

Tra d i t i ona l l i nk s  

1 .  

L a nd (husband a nd w i fe s e pa ra t e ly)  
V i l l a ge v i s i t s  
Re l a t ive s v i s i t i ng 
G i f t  exchange 
Par t i c ipa t i on in  c eremon ie s 
C ormni t t e e / c lub membe r s h i p  

Pos s ib le tot a l  = 1 5  husband ) +
3 7  wi fe  ) 

1 5  (+1 5  h usband ) 
3 
6 
6 
3 

52  

( a )  Ne ighbou r s  (within rad i u s  o f  twe nty hou s e s  o n l y) . Count women o n l y  i f  a c oup l e  
i s  men t i oned , un l e s s  a man i s  spec i f ica l ly men t i oned . S c or e  1 f o r  e a c h  woman 
men t i oned w i t h  whom s ome c on ta c t  i s  made  ( o c c a s i ona l v i s i t i ng ,  mee t ing a t  wome n ' s  
c lub , good s exchanged , e t c . Do not inc l ud e  i f  on l y  c on t a c t i s  chi l d r e n  p la y i ng 
t ogether)  

( i )  
( i i )  

( i i i )  

S core e a c h  per s on men t i on ed who i s  n o t  f rom own l anguage group 
If mixed ma rr iage , s c ore each per s o�ent i on;a-f rom h u s b a nd ' s  l anguage 
group 
Tot a l  o f  ( i ) and ( i i )  

( b )  F r i e nd s  ( those  e a t  w i th ,  r e c i proca l v i s i t in g  regu la r l y , d is c u s s  prob lems w i t h i n  
Hoh o l a  or Por t  More sby ; d o  not  inc lude  i f  c ome i n t o  ' Ne ighbou r ' c a tegory) 

( i )  
( i i )  

( i i i) 

S core 1 f or e a ch per son  me nt ioned who i s  !!.2.! f rom � l a nguage group 
I f  mixed marr iage , s c ore each p e r s on ment i oned f r om h u s b a nd ' s  l a nguage 
grou p  
Tot a l  o f  ( i )  a nd ( i i )  

1 0 2  
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( c )  O th e r  c on t ac t s  ( th o s e  s ome t ime s  mee t  a nd t a l k  t o  o r  v i s i t  r e ci p r o ca l l y ) . Add 
those  
u nd e r  

known i n  Hoh o l a  a nd Por t Mor e sby t ogether . Sub t ra c t  a l l  peopl e  men t i oned 
head ing Europe a ns , f r i e nd s , ne ighbou r s . Coun t  wome n onl y  if  c oup l e  i s  men t ioned .  

( i )  S c or e  e a ch per s on men t ioned who i s  E.2.!:. f rom � l a nguage grou p  
( i i )  I f  mixed ma rriage , s c or e  e a ch p e r s on men t i oned f rom h u s b a nd ' s  l anguage 

group 
( i i i )  S core  ' many ' a s  10 i f  sub s tant i a t ed b y  e v i d e n c e  s u c h  a s  wide a c t iv i t ie s , 

e tc .  
( iv )  Tot a l  o f  ( i) , ( i i )  and ( ii i )  

( d )  Europea n s  ( s c ore 1 for e a c h  European ' known t o  you ' , i . e .  have had s ome per s on a l  
c on t a c t  wi th) 

N . B .  Do not c ount labour i n s pe c t or s , e tc . 

Fina l s c ore : ( a )  + ( b )  + ( c )  + ( d )  

2 .  Trad i t iona l a s s oc i a t ions 

(a)  Ne ighbou r s  (wi t h in rad i u s  o f  twe n ty h ou s e s  only) . C ou n t  women only  if a c ou p l e  
i s  men t i oned , u n le s s  a ma n i s  s pe c i f ica l ly me nt i oned . S core 1 f or e a ch c ou p l e  
ment i oned w i th whom s ome con t a c t  i s  mad e  ( oc c a s iona l v i s i t ing , mee t  a t  wome n ' s  
c lub , good s exchanged ; d o  not inc l ud e  i f  on ly c on t ac t i s  chi l d ren  p l aying  t ogethe r )  

S c or e  1 for e a c h  pe r so n  men t i oned i n  � language group ( i ) 
( i i)  

( i i i )  
I f  m ixed ma r r ia ge , s c o re e a c h  per s on me nt ioned i n  own l a nguage group onl y  
Tota l o f  ( i ) a nd ( i i )  

( b )  F r ie nd s  ( those  e a t  w i t h , regu l a r  re c i proca l v i s i t ing , d i s c u s s  prob l ems w i t h  i n  
Hohol a  a nd Por t  More sby ) . D o  not inc lude i f  c ome i n to ' Ne ighbour ' c a t e gory 

( i ) 
( i i) 

( i i i )  

S c or e  1 f o r  e a c h  pe r s on men t io ned i n  own l a nguage group 
I f  m ixed marr iage , s c ore e a c h  pe r s on ;;;;;t ioned in own language group on l y  
Tot a l  o f  ( i ) a n d  ( i i )  

( c )  O t h e r  
known 
u nd e r  

c o n ta c t s  ( th o s e  s ome t ime s mee t  a nd t a l k  t o  o r  v i s it re c i proc a l ly) . A d d  t hose  
in  Hoho l a  and Por t  More sby t og e t he r . Sub t ra c t  a l l  pe op le  men t i oned b e f or e  
head ings o f  friend s  o r  ne ighbour s .  Coun t women on ly i f  a coup l e  i s  men t i oned 

( i)  S core  each per son me nt i oned in � l a nguage group 
( i i )  

( i i i )  
I f  mixed mar r iage , s core e a c h  pe r s on men t i oned in  own language grou p  o n l y  
S c ore 20  if  home v i l lage i n  Por t  More sby a re a  

( iv )  Tota l o f  ( i ) , ( i i )  and ( i i i )  

N . B .  Aroma .a nd Sn roa pe op l e  c l a s sed a s  Hu l a  l a nguage group 

F ina l s c ore : ( a )  + (b) + ( c )  

Depe nd e nt va r ia b l e  (wi fe on ly) : a b i l ity t o  c ope wi t h  t a sks  and prob lems a t  Hoh o la 

Pos s ib le s core s 

C on c e p tua l s ki l l s  
B ud g e t  
E le c tr i c i ty 
Ren t  
F ir ewood 
Shopping 
Ch i ld r e n ' s  f ut ure 
T ime orga n i s a t ion 

Hou s e h o l d  ma nageme n t  
F o o d  s torage 
F ood va l u e s  
Rubb i s h  d i spos a l  
Ma i n t e nance  
Sewing 
Improveme n t s 

1 2  
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 

2 
4 
2 
8 
5 
3 
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Ch i ld care  
Hea l th 
S ch oo l  a t t e nd a nce a nd pa re nta l c o - ope ra t ion 
Corpora l pun i s hmen t  
F igh t ing 

1 . Conceptua l s k i l l s 

( a )  Budge t  

Ba nki ng /s a v i ng :  husband o r  w i f e  have bank a c c ount 
N i l  

Ba lance  i n  s pend ing on ba s i c /oth e r  need s :  good 
fa i r  
bad 

B u l k  buy ing : regu l a r l y  
s ome t imt.' S 
neve r 

P l a nn ing ( see  s c or i n g  f o r . b t 1d gl• t b a Li nn• )  
Deb t s /ove r s pend ing : n i l  

S O!lll.' 
l' V t.' 11 
b a d  
very bad  

very  bad 

( b )  Re nt ( che cked f rom rec ord s a t  lhl u s  i ng O f f i c t.> }  

Pa id regu l a r l y  or 
Joi ned re n t  d e d u c t i on s c hemt.• at wo r k  
Pa id e rra t ica l l y  (but  neve r i n  d t.• b t  O V l' r a mon th ) 
Regu l a r l y  in a r r e a rs ( ove r a :nc•n t h ) 
Had ev i c t ion pro c e ed ings s t a r t e d  

( c )  E le c t r i c i ty 

U s e  lamps /a l t e r n a t ive l igh t i ng 
Have jar or s t ore of  money , or  
Pu t money in me t e r  regu l a r l y  
Ask  ne i ghbour s ,  r e l a t i o n s  f or money  i t  run  ot 1 t 
No charge mad e  

( d ) F i rewood 

Co l l e c t  regu l a r l y  
Buy regu l a r l y 
B uy /c o l le c t  a s  run ou t 
Free  i s sue 

( e )  Shopping 

Hoh o l a : more tha n on c e  pe r d a y  
once  a d a y  o r  l es s  

Koke : more than twice  pe r week 
once or tw i c e  per week 

( f ) T ime orga n i s a t i on 

Reg u l a r  r ou t i n e  ( e . g .  s e t  d a y s  for d oing th ing s )  
Some rou t ine  ( e . g .  s ame t h ings  d one e a c h  d a y) , and / or 
S ome rout i ne ( e . g .  t hi ng s  d one  a c e r t a in number  of t ime s a week) 
No r ou t ine , vague 

( g )  Ch i ld r e n ' s  fu t ure 

De t a i l e d  r e a l i s t i c  p l ans  
Some thought for f u t u re 
No idea s , unrea l i s t i c  

Pos s ib le s core s  

8 
3 
2 
1 

S core 

1 
0 
3 
2 
0 

- 1  
2 
1 
0 

3 
2 
0 

- 1  
- 2  

2 

1 
0 

- 1  

1 )  

1 )  
can  a d d  

0 
n o  s c ore  ( pro  r a t a )  

2 
1 
0 

no s c ore  (pro  ra t a )  

0 
1 
0 
1 

2 
1 )  

c a n  a d d  
1 )  
0 

2 
1 
0 



2 .  

( a )  

( b )  

( c )  

Good (wire  s a fe , she lve s on s i nk ,  d oor , e t c . )  
Ade qu at e  ( t in s  w i t h  l id s , e t c . )  
I na d e q ua t e  ( food l e f t  i n  parce l s , o r  in t in s  wi thout l id s , e t c . )  

( s cor ing by t r a ined d ie t i c ia n  on f o l l ow ing b a s i s )  

Good know l ed ge of  ' good ' food a nd f a i r  r e a s on s  
L im i t e d  l is t i ng o f  ' good ' f ood s - may inc lude s ome ' bad ' 
No i d e a , or c omp l e te l y  wrong 
Good know l e d ge of  ' bad ' f ood s a nd fa ir  rea s ons 
Limit e d  l i s t ing o f  ' bad ' f ood s - may inc lude s ome ' good ' 
No i d e a , t h i nk i ng nothing bad , or c omp l e t e ly wrong 

Good 
F a i r  
Bad 

(d)  Ma i nt e na nce  

·Gard e n :  exce l l e nt 
good 
fa ir  
bad  
noth i ng d one 

Hou s e : exc e l l e nt 
good 
fa ir  
bad  

( e )  Sewing 

( f ) 

3 .  

Mend s /make s  own c l o t h e s  
Mend s /ma ke s  chi ldren ' s  c l o the s  
A l t e r s /mend s husband ' s  c l o t he s 
Me nd s /make s  f r i e nd s ' / f r iend s ' c h i l d ren ' s  c l othe s 

I m2roveme n t s  

She lve s  l )  
F loor pa i n t e d  1 )  1 or l e s s  
P i c t ur e s  o n  wa l l  l )  2 - 3  
Cur t a in s , ki tchen 1 )  4- 6 

I I  bed r oom 1 )  7+ 
Fur n i t u r e  ( home mad e )  1 )  ( for e a ch a r t i c l e )  

( a )  S c h o o l  a t t e nd a nce  a nd pa ren t a l  c o - ope r a t i on ( sc ored by head  t e a cher  
f rom r o l l b ook a nd expe r ience  with  parent s  a t  mee t i ng s  and working 
b ee s )  

( b )  

Good 
F a i r  
E r ra t i c 
B a d  

( s c ored  by tra ined 

Reg u l a r  a t te nd a nc e : if  c hi ld u nd e r  5 yea r s  
immed ia t e ly  i f  a ny i l lne s s  
good c o - opera t ion 

A t t endance  a t  c l in ic o n l y  i f  ch i ld und e r  5 i l l :  d o  n o t  a tt e nd 
imme d ia t e ly i f  a ny i l l ne s s  and not  good 
c o- oper a t i on 

2 
1 
0 

2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 

2 
1 
0 

4 
3 
2 
1 
0 
4 
3 
2 
0 

1 )  
1 )  
1 )  
2 )  

0 
1 
2 
3 

3 
2 
1 
0 

3 

2 
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Eve n i f  i l l , a t t e ndance  e r ra t i c , d e l ayed a nd l a c k  o f  c o - opera t ion 1 
No c l in i c  a t t e nd a nc e , a nd no c o - ope ra t ion 0 

( c )  

Good 
Fa ir  
Bad 
V e ry bad 

( sh owe r s , c l o t h ing , e t c . )  

( d )  Mosg u i t o  ne t s  

( e )  

Ade qu a t e  ( one e a c h  o r  enough f o r  a l l  i f  sha re bed s )  
I na d e qu a t e  ( not  enough for a l l ) 
None 

O ld e r  ch i ldren  use t o i l e t : ye s 
no 

( f ) Corpora l pun i s hmen t  ( in c l ud ing hand s l a p , broom ,  be l t )  

O f t e n /usua l ly 
S ome t ime s 
Never  

( g )  F ight ing 

Only  d e a l w i t h  own c h i l d r e n  
Pun i s h  a l l  c on c e rned 
Join  in a nd c on t i nue with paren t s  

Other  variab l e s  

1 .  Urba n expe r ience  

3 
2 
1 
0 

2 
1 
0 

0 
- 1  

0 
1 
2 

1 
0 

- 1  

(a ) Re s id e nc e  h i s t ory up to �ovember  1 9 62 (husband and w i f e  s c ored s e para t e ly)  

( i ) Hoh o l a  ( i i )  Por t  Moresby  ( i i i )  Other t owns ( iv)  S t a t i on s  
F ina l s c or e  equa l s  sum o f  ( i ) + ( i i ) + ( i i i ) + ( iv ) . Add numbe r  o f  ye a r s  spent  i n  
e a c h . Mu l t i p l y th i s  s um b y  the f o l l owing  a ppropr i n t e  numbe r :  

�on - ind igenou s popu l a t i on o f  1 , 000 or more a nd 
D i s t ri c t  Headgua r t e r s  

Por t  More sby (governme nt headquart e r s )  
L a e  ( D i s t r ic t  Comm i s s ion e r )  

. 

Raba u l  ( D i s t r i c t  Comm i s s i o ne r )  

Non- i nd igenous popu l a t i on o f  3 5 0 � 9 9 9  

Goroka ( D . C . ) 
Mad a ng 
Wewak 

I I  

I I  

Mt Hagen  " 

Lorengau " 

Kav i e ng " 

Wau /Bu l o l o  ( D . C . )  

Non - i nd igenous popu l a t i on l e s s  than 3 5 0  

Ke rema 
S ama r a i  
Popond e t t a  
Mend i 
Dar u  
Sohano 

If a pe rs on has trave l le d  to Au s t ra l ia or ove r s e a s  

Popu l a t i on 

6 , 39 6) 
2 ' 3 9 6) 
3 , 462 ) 

478)  
69 1 )  
560)  
385)  
3 7 6) 
4 7 2 )  

? ) 

100)  
265 ) 
2 9 2 )  
1 5 5 ) 
2 78 )  
1 7 7 )  

Mu l t i p l y  by  4 

Mu l t i p ly by 2 

Mu l t i p ly by 1 

Add 1 0  



( b )  

( c )  

( d )  

(husband a n d  w i f e  s c ored s e pa r a t e ly) 

Pr imary m i s s i on s ch o ol in g  
Pr imar y  Educ a t i on Depar tme n t  s ch oo l i ng 
S e c onda ry m i s s ion 
S e c onda ry Edu c a t ion Depar tme n t  
Tech n i c a l t ra in ing 
I n- s e rv i c e  t r a in ing ( e . g .  me d i ca l orde r ly )  
Gov e r nmen t  exams ( e . g .  c l e r k , t yp i s t s )  
Ad u l t  e d u c a t i on ( sh o r t  c our s e s )  

(hu sband a nd wi fe  s c ored s epara t e l y )  

( i )  
( i i )  

( i i i )  

Ca t e gor i s e  d i f fe r e n t  j ob s  he ld i n t o  d e gree  o f  s ki l l  
L e ng th o f  t ime worked in e a c h  ( take t o  neare s t  yea r )  
Mu l t ip ly numb e r  o f  y e a r s  b y  a ppropr i a t e  f igure a s  f o l l ows : 

Lab ou r i ng 

Cook 
Dome s t i c 
D e c k  hand 
Fa c t ory work 
Dive r 

Med i ca 1 ord e rl y  

Degree  o f  s k i l l  

Nur s e  - n o  a c ademic t ra i n ing 
S a l e s  a s s i s t a n t  
C l e rk 
I nt e rpre t e r  
Q u a r te rma s t e r  
Home superv i s or 

Ma c hine opera t or 
S ew i ng 
S t o rema n  
Me chanic  
Carpe n t e r  ( i f Grad e 3 )  
Carpe n t e r  ( i f  und e r  G r a d e  3 )  

Tea che r 
We l fa re work 
Pa s t or 

Rad i o  (husband a nd w i f e  s c ored  s a me )  
Owne r s hi p :  d o  not own one 

do own one 
Obt a ined : re c e n t l y  ( 6  mon th s or l e s s )  

a wh i l e ( over  6 month s )  
L i s t e n i ng :  s e l e c t ive 

anyt h i ng 
neve r 

Books (husband a nd w i f e  s c or e d  s ame ) 
Own : s choo l a nd ' B ib le ' b ooks 

o ther s  - s ome 
ma ny 

none 
L ib rary : b e l ong  (h or w)  

d o  n o t  b e l ong  

Mu l t i p l y  by 1 

Mu l t i p ly by 2 

Mu l t ip ly by 4 

Mu l t ip ly by 3 

Mu l t i p l y  by 6 

10 7 

1 
3 
3 
3 

+l 
+1 
+l 
+� 

0 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
0 

1 
2 
3 
0 
2 
0 
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Maga z ine s (hu sband a n d  w i f e  s c ored same ) 
Own : s ome gene ra l (women ' s ,  L i fe , e t c . )  

s e rious  (T ime , e tc . )  

Newspaper s ·  (hu sband a nd w i f e  s c ored  s e p a ra te ly a nd added  t o  re s t )  
Read s S ou th Pa c i f ic Pos t o r  ha s i t  read t o  t he m :  regu lar l y /u s e d  t o  

s ome t ime s  
never /o n l y  onc e  

Read s o ther pape r s : r e gu l a r l y /u sed t o  
s ome t ime s 
never /on ly once 

F i lm s  (husband and wife s c ored  s epar a t e l y )  
Town /Bad i l i :  go  regu l a r ly/used  t o  

s ome t ime s 
neve r /once 

Hoho l a : go regu l ar l y /u sed to 
s ome t ime s 
neve r /on c e  

The a t re : none 
n a t i v e  t he a t r e 
n a t ive a n d  E ta - o p l· a n  
E u r op e a n  on l y  

( e )  Ma r r i age ce remony (husband ; 1nd w i f e S L' l) r v d  s e pa r ; 1 t v l y )  

Chur c h / D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e c e r e m o n y  
Ne i th e r  c hurch  c e r e mo n y  n o r  n a t i v e  c u s t om 
Na t ive cu s t om 

( f ) Language s ( hu sba nd a nd w i f e  s c o n· d  s v pa r < l t l· l y ) 

S c ore 1 point  f o r  e v e r y  l a n g u a gl' km1wn ; 1 n d  1 i t  L)J1 l y  u nd e r s t oo d  a nd s poken non­
f luent  l y . 

( g )  Comm i t  tee  / c lub membe r s h i p  

N o  . o f I a n  g u a g L' s 

1 - 2 ( f l•W )  
3 - 4  ( S Ollll' ) 
5+ ( rn;rn y )  

l 
2 
3 

Score  l for e a c h  c l ub o f  wh i c h ii mt..•m b l' r ,  a nd a n o t h e r  f o r  e a c h  p o s i t i on o f  
r e s pons i b i l ity  he ld , t..' . g .  c h a i r :na n , s e c r e t a r y ,  c h u r c h  d e a c on 

1 - 2  ( f e w )  
3 - 5  ( s ome ) 
6+ ( ma ny)  

( h )  Re l igion (h u s b a nd a nd w i f e  s c o r e d  s e pa r a t e l y )  

1 
3 
4 

1 
n 

2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 

2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
1 
2 
3 

2 
1 
0 

S ince  c oming t o  Hoho l a , a t t end a nc e  a t  c hu r c h  o r  r e l i g i o u s  me e t ing s :  regu lar  3 

( j )  B ir t hp l a ce o f  c h i l d ren ( s c o r e  for  ma j or i t y i f  more than one c h i l d )  
W i fe only  

Hos p i t a l /mi s s i on 
V i l l age /own hou se  

Wa r exper ience  (husband on ly) 

s ome t ime s 2 
rare ly  1 
never 0 

2 
0 

3 

2 .  Trad i t i ona l l inks (hu sba nd a nd w i fe s c ored s e pa ra t e l y ;  add husband ' s  s c ore t o  
w i fe ' s  f ina l t ot a l  f o r  thi s s e c t i on )  

( a )  

L a n d  r ight s :  ind i v idua l owne r s h i p  
r i gh t s i n  c la n  l a nd 
no r igh t s  or l a nd 

2 
1 

- 1  



( b )  

( c )  

( d ) 

( e )  

( f ) 

3 . 

Pre s e nt c u l t i va t ion :  by s e l f  
b y  s omeone e l s e  f or s e l f  
n o  c u l t iva t i on 

Ha rve s t ing : w i l l  harve s t  s e l f  
s omeone e l se w i l l  ha rve s t  f or s e l f  
n o  s ha r e  i n  ha rve s t  

Tree s :  ind ividua l owne r s h i p  
r ight s t o  t r e e s 
n i l 

Tree  c r op s : s ha re crops  
d o  not  s hare  

Hou se  in v i l l a ge : ye s ( in hu sband ' s  or w i f e ' s  v i l l a g e )  
n o  

( s ince  l iv ing  i n  Hoh o l a  a nd incl ud ing p e r i od o f  f i e ld work) 

S core  1 p o i n t  per v i s i t  rega r d l e s s  of whe t h e r  hu sband , w i f e  or c h i ldren  wen t , 
a nd no ma t t e r  t o  who s e  v i l l a ge ( i . e . h u s b a nd ' s  or w i fe ' s ) 

6+ (many) 3 
3 - 5  ( s ome ) 2 
1 - 2  ( few) 

s in c e  l iv ing in Hohola (husband a nd w i fe s cored 
Mor e sby area  Ch r i s tma s  and Ea s te r  c e remon i e s  

i n c l uded . 

S c or e  2 f o r  e a ch c e remony a t t e nded  in Hohola  ( e . g .  funera l fea s t  t o  mourn a 
d e a t h  or Hoho l a ) 

S c or e  1 s en t , a nd not  a t t e nded  pe r s ona l ly 
Doub l e  s c ore i f  re t urned t o  v i l l a ge or sent  f ood t o  v i l l a ge for  c eremony 

S c or ing as for s ame i tem und e r  ' urba n expe rienc e ' 

V i s i t ing : s c ore 1 po int  pe r v i s i t  (not  pe r per son , i . e . one fami ly 
r e ga rd l e s s  o f  whe t h e r  hu sba nd ' s  or w i f e ' s  r e l a t ive s 

6+ (ma ny /regu l a r l y )  5 
3 - 5  ( s ome ) 2 
1 - 2  ( few) 1 

S t a y ing : not e s  a nd s c or i ng a s  for v i s i t ing 

1 p o in t )  

109  

S cor e  

3 
1 
0 
3 
1 
0 
3 
2 
0 
1 
0 
3 
0 

G i f t s  s e n t  t o  v i l l a ge (husband ' s  or wi fe ' s ) :  regu l a r l y  3 
s ome t ime s  2 
rare ly 1 
never 0 

G i f t s  re c e ived  f r om v i l l a ge (husb a nd ' s  or w i fe ' s ) :  same s c or ing a s  f or g i f t s  s e n t  

I tem 

Age (husba nd a nd wi f e )  
I nc ome ( hu s b a nd )  
H usband ' s  a t t i tu d e s 
Hu sband ' s  u rb a n  expe r ience  

Pos s ib le t ot a l  

2 (+2H)  
1 0  

6 
545 
5 63 

( a )  � (husband a nd w i f e  s cored s e pa r a t e l y )  

3 0  y e a r s  a nd und e r  ( approx . )  2 
0 Ove r  30 yea r s  ( a pprox . )  
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( b )  I nc ome : wage s and ra t ions , exc lud ing t oo l  a l lowa nce a nd trave l 
( hu sband on l y )  

Le s s  than $40 per  month 
$ 40 - $ 60 
$ 6 1 - $ 80 
$ 8 1 - $ 1 0 0  
$ 10 1 - $ 1 20 
$ 1 2 1 - $ 1 40 
$ 14 1 - $ 1 60 
$ 1 6 1 - $ 1 80 
$ 1 8 1 - $200  
$ 2 01 - $220  

( c )  Husband ' s  a t t i tu d e s  

To w i fe ' s  soc i a l  a c t iv i t ie s : s t r ongly  pos i t ive 
pos i t ive 
neu t ra l 
nega t ive 

To househo ld mana geme n t : see s c o r i ng for wi fe ' s  soc ia l a c t iv i t i e s  

( d )  Husband ' s  urban expe r ie nce : s e e  s c or ing und e r  ' urba n  exper ienc e ' 

4 .  Household  eguipme n t  

I t ems 

( a )  

E le c t r i c  
Cooking pot s  
Crockery 
C u t l e ry 
Rooms 
A n ima l s  

Arb i t rary pos s ib l e  s c ore 

Hand sewing  ma ch ine , e l e c t r i c  iron , e l e c t r i c  j ug , e l e c t r i c  c l ock 
E l e c t r ic s ew i ng ma c h i ne 

( b )  Cook i ng pot s  

Many 
Some 
None 

( c )  Crocke ry 

Many (ename l /china)  
None / few 

( d )  Cu t le ry 

Ma ny 
Some 
None / few 

( e )  Rooms 

G e ne r a l  k i t ch e n / l i v ing room : r e f ri ge r a tor ( e l e c t r i c )  
" (kerosene ) 

e le c t r i c  s tove 
wood s t ove 
open grat e  
cannis te r s , c on t a i ne r s  
k i t chen t a b le  
other  t ab l e s  
c ha i r s  (k i t ch e n )  /be n ch 

5 
2 
2 
2 

No upper l imi t 
No upper l im i t  

5 0  

l e a c h  
2 

2 
1 
0 

2 
0 

2 
l 
0 

2 
l 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1 0  

3 
2 
l 

- 1  

1 for  e a ch 
1 for e a ch 



Gene r a l  k i t chen / l iv ing room: 
( c on t i nued ) 

Bed rooms ( s c or e  e a c h  b e d r oom 

cha i r s  ( e a s y )  
s o f a , bed , e t c . 
b ookca s e  
f l oor cove r i ng s  ( ca r pe t ,  rugs , 

" " (ma t s  - gra s s )  
o t he r  ( e . g .  c l oc k ,  cupboard  
s e pa r a te l y ) : 
b e d s  (wir e )  
bed s (wooden)  
ma t tr e s s e s  
c o t  
b ookc a s e  
box e s  
c he s t  d rawer s  
d re s s ing t a b le 

l ino) 

f loor c ove r ings ( c a rpe t ,  s eagra s s , rug s )  
" (ma t s )  

sma 1 1  cupb oard 
other  ( t ab l e , cha i r s , e t c . )  

( f ) An ima l s  

S c or e  1 f or e a ch a nima l 
I f  fow l s , s c ore : many 

s ome 
few 

5 .  Hus ba nd /w i f e  r e spon s ib i l i t v 

Money 
A c c oun t s  
Shopping 
F irewood c o l l e c t ing 
Hou s ework a nd garden ing 
Ch i ld r e n 

Money : wife  
h u s b a nd 

Pos s i b l e  t o ta l 

hu sband keeps  s ome , g i ve s wi f e  re s t  
hu sband /wi fe  s h a re e q ua l l y 

Ac c oun t s : w i f e  
both /e it he r  
husba nd 

Shopp ing : w i fe ( a nd /or c h i l d re n )  
b o t h  
husband 

F irewood c o l l e c t ing : wi f e  
both  
hu sba nd 

G a rd e ning : w i f e  l ooks a f te r  ma in ly , h usband he l p s  c l e a r /p l a n t  
h u s band /w i fe l ook a f te r  i t  equa l ly 
hu sband d oe s  mos t  work 

Hou s ework :  w i fe ( ch i l d r e n )  d oe s  mo s t  of  the hous ework 
h u s band /wi fe do equa l amoun t of h ou sework 
hu sband d oe s  mos t work 

Chi ld care (wa s h i ng , feed ing , m i nd ing ,  e t c . ) :  w i fe 
both  
hu sband 

Pun i shmen t  ( s c or ing  same as for c a r e )  

1 1 1  

S core 

1 f or e a ch 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 f or e a ch 

2 for e a c h  
1 for  e a ch 
1 for  e a ch 
1 
1 
� f o r  e a c h  
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 for e a ch 

3 
2 
1 

3 
2 
2 
2 
4 
4 

1 7  

3 
0 
1 
2 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 



Append ix 3 

D i f f e r e n t  s c or ing sys t em for  ' ab i l i ty t o  c ope ' 

( a )  Thre e s epara t e  s c ore s 

( i ) 
( i i ) 

( ii i) 

Con c e pt ua l ski l l s  
Hou sehold  manageme n t  
Ch i ld c a re 

( b )  Trad i t i ona l t a s k s  ( s e l e c ted  i tems ) 

( i ) Ch i ld c a r e  (pun i s h , f i gh t )  
( i i )  Hou s e ho ld manageme nt ( food s t or e , s ewing , rubb i sh , garden , 

hous e , improveme n t s )  

( c )  U rban t a sk s  ( s e l e c t e d  i t e m s ) 

:. 1 2  o r  l v s s  L 

A l l  i t ems i n  c on c e p t u a l s k i l l s 
Hou sehold  ma rtageme n t  ( f ood va l ue s )  

2 6  . .  
2 4  . .  
1 4  . .  

( i )  
( i i ) 

( i i i) Ch i l d c a r e  ( c l i n i c , c l e a n l in l' s s , mo s q u i t o  1w t s , t o i l e t ,  s c hoo l)  

(d)  T o t a l tasks ( pr ob l ems )  

( i )  
( i i )  

( i i i )  

Conce p t u a l sk i l l s  
Hou seho l d  ma nageme n t  
Ch i l d  e a r l'  

. ' . 20  o r  l l' s s  = L 

1 1 2  

1 3  
1 2  

7 

3 

20  
2 3  

2 6  
4 

1 1  
4 1  

2 6  
2 4  
1 4  
64 

or l e s s  L 
or l e s s  L 
or l e s s  L 



INCOME 

Wages* 7 4 . 95 9 4 . 98 

Ra t ions 2 3 . 2 7  

G i f t s , cash 
kind 

Tot a l  g i f t s  

,bl ins 

Cash t ot a l  
Kind tot a l  

EXPENDI TURE 

Food , nat ive 
imported 

Tot a l  food 

C l othing 0 . 25 5 .  5 5  

Household (mi s c e  1 laneou s )  l . 8 8  o .  7 5  

Rent: 4 . 40 1 3 . 60 

Fue l 0 . 40 0 . 40 

U t i l i t ie s*** 2 . 44 8 . 82 

Work fares 2 . 3 5  3 . 1 0 

Other f a res 4 . 40 8 . 53 

G i f t s , 
kind,. 

Tot a l  g i f t s  

Church/school -

C lubs 0 . 1 5  -

S t imu l a n t s  9 . 65 1 2 . 5 7  

Gamb l ing - 7 . 60 

Work equipment - -

Enterta inment s 1 . 10 0 , 40 

Saving s - 1 . 60 

* I nc ludes overt i me , tool a l lowance and trave l a l l owance . 
1rlrlt two fami l ie s ,  those of women Nos . 9 and 2 had 

¥ rat ions . Bracke.ted numbers ind icate 

4 

64 .  7 3  44 . 00 4 5 . 40 

2 1 . 19 - 1 5 , 90 - 2 1 . 14 3 2 . 7 7  

1 6 . 60 l .  1 5  5 . 82 1 . 00 J .  7 5  - 1 0 . 20 l . 25 

L 08 0 . 63 0 . 20 0 . 85 2 . 9 9  1 . 9 5  3 . 35 1 . 8 2  

4 . 40 4 . 40 - 4 . 40 1 0 . 20 4 . 80 4 . 40 4 . 40 

- 0 . 80 - 0 . 40 - - 0 . 10 0 . 10 

2 . 44 2 . 44 - 2 . 44 8 . 82 - 2 . 44 2 . 44 

3 . 00 3 . 0 0  - 2 .  70 - 3 . 00 2 . 85 2 . 85 

0 . 68 5 . 08 L OO 4. 70 4 . 70 4. 7 5  - 1 1 . 20 

- - - - - 0 . 06 0 . 2 1  0 . 40 

- 0 . 10 - 0 . 10 - 0 . 10 

5 . 65 2 5 , 28 0 . 40 2 3 . 59 · 1 2 . 9 2  4 . 42 7 . 38 9 . 52 

!) . 40 - - - 4 . 00** 1 7 . 00 

- - - 2 . 50 

0 . 1 2 - - - - - - 0 . 60 
- 0 . 20 l . 60 0 . 84 l . 0 7  2 . 62 2 7 . 42 

** Probably an understatemen t . 
for water and garbage d i11po111al .  They were the only ones whose husbands were not in govermHnt empl oy .  

v i s itors . 
1'1' Probably an understatement s ince t h i s  is a family much of whose income is f r0111 g i f t s  of food from parishioners . Much of this ill then red i s t r ibuted . 

t-' 



Wooien 1 
w 

Tl!ADITIOMLlSM 
A. Trad i tiona l Units 

Land - land r ight s 4 
- t rees 3 
• house 3 

V il lage v i s i t s  l 
Rel at ions vis i t ing 3 
Relat ions s tayin g  2 
G i f t  exchange • 

sent 2 
rece ived 2 

Ceremoni es 2 
C l ub membership l 

Sub- t ota l 2 3  
[ 3 1  J 

8 .  Trad i t ional 
a ssoc iat ions 
Fr iends"'* ( - ) 
Nei ghbours 2 1 2  
Others Q_ 

Sub·tota l 11_ 
Ica!.Jl.tisma ! t2ul :ia 

URBANISATION 

A. Urban a s soc l a t i ons 

Europeans 1 0  
F riends** ( 2 )  
Ne i ghbours ! 4 / 1 8  
Othe r s  29 

Sub-tota l 5 3  
8 .  Urban exee r i e nce 

Residence h i s tory 60 
La.ngusges 3 
E1111>loyment 6 Educat i on 
!'la s s  med i ail. 

2 .  5 

rad io 2 --
books/magazines 2 -
f i lms 
news papers 

Re l ig ion 
C l ub s /commi ttees 
Ma rr iage ceremony 
B irthplace babie-s 
(hosp i t a l  or not) 

Sub-t o ta l 
Urban total  

ABILITY TO COPE 

A .  Conceetual slti l l s  
�::�e t  

1'111 lrv 
U (Wood 

(Shoppi 
[Ch i :  future 
(Work routines 

Sub-total 

6 
l 
l 
3 
1 -
- -

� 

8 
2 
2 
-
2 
1 
2 

1 7 

-y H 
3 

H w w 

3 1 - I  I 
2 4 2 2 
3 - - -
- 3 - 2 
- 2 - 3 

2 - 2 
3 - 2 
3 - l 

3 2 
- I - -
8 28 l 1 5 

( 29 J ! 20 I 

( l )  
3 / 3  

_ll_ 18 
21) l � 
id. Ta 

1 2  JO 

(- ) ( ) )  
9 / 1 7  7 /20 

37 2 2  
5 8  5 9  

5 8  4 0  
1 2 
8 9 
l l . 5 

s - 3 --
4 -- 4 . 5  --

6 6 3 2 
1 - 6 I 

3 - 3 - 3 - 3 
- -- 2 -
- - 2 --

89 13 
147 Ill 

l l  6 
- 1  2 - N .A .  - l - l 
2 2 
2 2 

14 I� 

4 
H w H 

2 - I 
3 2 
- -

l -
3 
3 -

- 2 
I 

2 
- - -

5 1 2  3 

I l ) l 

( 2 )  

l l  
!'> 
:IT 

3 

(- ) 
3 
9 

33 
I 
2 
! 

4 . 5 ----
1 -

2 I 3 
2 2 
- 2 -
- -

2 -
2 --

49.5 
58:5 

7 
2 
2 
1 -
-

1 2  

Ap!'<'•1<1b: ) 
Master score sheet* 

., 6 7 
w H \,{ ii \J 

- I l 3 3 l 
3 2 3 3 2 

- -
l 2 - l 
) 2 2 
3 2 

2 - 2 
2 
I 2 - I 

l - - 1 
1 7  J 1 2  6 1 2  

1 20 1  ! 1 6  J 1 1'> !  

( - ) ( - ) ( 3 )  

4 /4 2 12 
24 2 �  ii . : ,, 1J l 7  
4t; ff -1' 

4 1 7  7 
( 2 )+ 1 **" U ) ( 3 ) 

b / l 8  1 3 / l f>  l'J / l  8 

2 0  l 9 2 7  
3 1  49 40 

25 211 24 
2 2 I 

2 
I l I 
- -- ., _  .... 4 -

- z - 2 -
4 I I 5 

4 2 
I 3 2 
) J 3 
- - 2 -- - --
- --- 2 ---:. 2 --

38 47 � 169 % 86 

5 8 4 
2 N ,A .  2 
- N . A .  l 
- N .A .  -
- 2 l 
- 1 -
l l l 
8 � 9 

W I! H 
9 1 0  

H w ii w H 

I I I 8 l . 4 
2 2 2 3 2 3 3 

- 3 - - l 
I - 3 - 3 -
2 2 - J 

3 - 3 - 3 -

3 3 2 
2 - J 3 -
3 - 2 I -
2 - l - -
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