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Foreword 

This acc ount of a Port More sby canoe s e t t l ement is p art  of a 
wider s tudy o f  Port  More sby which i s  be ing under t aken by the New 
Guinea Re s e arch Uni t . I t  i s  one o f  a number o f  s tud ies  o f  mi grant 
group s s e t t led in the town . 

My thanks are due to  a numb er o f  my c o l league s , and in par t icu ­
lar to Dr  Ann Chowning and to Mr A .  Rew , for the i r  c r i t ic i sms and 
advice . They are a l s o  due t o  Mr K . D . Mi tche l l  for drawing the 
map s . I am a l s o  grate ful for s ugge s t ions made in the c ours e  o f  a 
number o f  d i s c us s i ons by Mr B r i an Amini o f  the Pap�a and New Guinea 
Depar tment of I n forma t i on and Extens i on s erv ices . F ina l ly I mus t 
thank Mr Kamu Iwa Maa and Mr Ke to B abaka for taking me into the ir 
hous eho ld  and thereby making the s tudy p os s ib le . 
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Chap ter 1 

I ntroduc t i on 

A number o f  wr i ters  have c r i t i c i s ed Wirth ' s  theory that towns 
have charac teri s t ic  s o c ial  s t ruc tures  wi thin whi ch re l a t ionsh ips 
are ' imper s ona l , s uper f ic ial , trans i tory and s e gmental ' ,  and are 
based on as s o c i a t ion rathe r than c olllllluni ty (Wi r th 1 9 38 : 1 2 ) . The 
work of wr i ters  s uch as  Dewey ( 19 60) , Gans ( 19 62 )  and B o t t  ( 19 5 5 )  
indicates  that Wi rth ' s  theory has l imi ted app l ic ab i l i ty even in 
modern indus tri a l  c i t i e s ;  and the work of wr i t e r s  s uch as Eps tein 
( 1 9 67 )  and B runer ( 19 6 1 , 1 9 6 3 )  shows that it  does no t app ly t o  a 
numbe r  o f  t owns in deve lop ing countr ies . In oppos i t ion t o  
Red fie l d ' s  theory ( 194 1 : 343 )  o f  the f o l k  s o c i ety in  wh i ch re lat ion­
ship s are b a s ed on c ommun i ty , be ing pers onal wi th a s t re s s  on 
kinship , other wr i ters  have pointed out that there are many types  
o f  rura l s oc ie t y . McGee ( 1 9 64 : 1 7 8 ) , for examp le , c l as s i f ies  t owns 
as pre -indus t r i al , c o l oni al  or indus trial , and rural areas as fo l k , 
farm or peasant . 

The p opulat ions o f  many towns in deve l op ing c ountries  are 
heterogeneous and the re are o ften wide cul tural di f ferenc e s  b e tween 
the d i fferent e thnic  group s . Gee r t z  ( 1 9 65 : 4 ) s ays of a Javanese 
town that ' in e ar l ie s t  s tages the t own was more a loose c o l l ec t i on 
o f  e s tab l i shed s oc i al  uni ts  than an int egrated muni c ip a l  uni t ' :  i t  
was a ' ho l l ow '  rathe r than a ' s o l i d ' town . Be fore a s a t i s fac t ory 
c l as s i fication of d i f ferent types  of town c an be  made , it i s  
nec e s s ary t o  determi ne whe ther there are a numb e r  o f  d i s t inc t 
s oc i a l  sys t ems which emb race the who l e  populat ion . 

Port  Moresby i s  a c o l oni a l  t own . Approximate ly a quar ter o f  i t s  
popul ation are o f  Europe an descent , and mos t  o f  the remainder are 
indi genous inhab i t an t s  of Papua and New Guinea . 

Thi s  paper  ana lys e s  the network o f  re l at ionsh ip s in wh ich the 
res idents  o f  a mi grant c anoe s e t t l ement in Port Moresby are in­
vo lved , and di s cus s e s  the economi c imp l i cat ions o f  the s e  
re lat ionsh ips . I n  c onc lus ion , I c ons ider whe ther Wirth ' s  the ory 
app l ie s  to the pattern of re lat ionship s in wh ich the s e t t l ement 
populat ion are invo lved , the extent to wh ich the s oc i a l  s t ruc ture 
of the s e t t lement p opul at ion is s imi lar t o  that of other groups  
l iving in the t own , and the fac tors wh ich give rise  to  di f ferenc e s  
be tween re s ident i a l  group s . 
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Me thod o f  s tudy 

The vi l l age o f  Hula 1 i s  s i tuated on the c oas t at Hood Point , 
app roximate ly s eventy mi les  s outh -eas t o f  Port More sby , and in 
1 9 63 I began t o  s tudy the Hula peop le both in the i r  v i l l age and 
as migrants  in Port Moresby and e l s ewhere in Papua and New Guinea . 
I owned a thi rty- f ive foot doub le canoe wh ich I us ed  mainly for 
trave l l ing be twe en Port More sby and Hula V i l l age . From the end o f  
1 9 63 , I l e f t  i t  when not i n  use i n  the c are o f  a Hula man who was 
l iving in h i s  own c anoe on the beach at B adi l i  in Port  More sby . 

In 1 9 62 , th i s  Hula man began t o  draw h i s  canoe up onto B adi l i  
be ach i n  the interval s b e tween carrying pas s enge rs and goods al ong 
the c oas t to the s outh -e as t .  As his  voyage s became l e s s  frequent , 
h i s  canoe was drawn up on the shore for long per iods . In 1 9 64 he 
began t o  be  j oined by o the r canoes unt i l  in 1 9 65 there we re fi fteen 
c anoe s , inc luding my own , on the beach . 

I dec ided t o  s tudy the res ident s o f  the Badi l i  c anoe s e t t lement 
for s eve ral reas ons . I wished to c ont inue my s tudy of the p e op le 
o f  Hu la V i l lage : there we re three Hula c anoe s in the s e t t lement , 
which was a c onvenient centre from which to carry out my enqui r i e s . 
I knew s eve ral o f  the res idents we l l  and I spoke the Hula l anguage . 
The c anoes we re beached c los e toge ther and the l ine extended for 
les s than one hundred yards . It was there fore easy t o  ob s erve the 
ac t ivit ies  of the p eop l e  l iving in them . The maj or i ty of re s idents 
o f  the s e t t lement c ame from di f ferent types  o f  v i l l ages wi thin the 
Hula language area : s ome o f  them were s i tuated on the c oas t and 
s ome inland . F ina l ly , i t  would have been d i f ficult  to find ac c om­
modat ion in a house in  one o f  the crowded s e t t lements bu i l t  on l and . 
My own c anoe was s e rving as an annexe to  the c anoe o f  the man who 
was l ooking a fter i t , and by l iving in i t  I be came a membe r o f  h i s  
hous eho ld . H is d i s tant c ons anguineal kinsman and the kinsman ' s  
adop ted s on l ived in  my c anoe wi th me . 

I l ived in the B ad i l i  canoe s e t t lement for ne ar ly three months 
from Sep tember to Decembe r  1 9 65 , excep t when I was making a number 
o f  short t r ips  by c anoe along the coas t . I n  May 1 9 67 I re -v i s i ted  
the s e t t l ement for  a period o f  two and a hal f  weeks . I n  S ep temb e r  
1 9 65 I recorded the number , age , s ex and r e l ati onsh ips wi thin the 
s e t t lement , and work h i s tor ies  of the res ident s . In Oc tob e r  1 9 6 5  
I rec orded the inc ome s and expend i ture s  o f  the oc cupant s o f  three 

1 Hula is the name of the vi l l age , and a l s o  of the Me l anes i an 
language whi ch is s poken from Round Point to C ape  Rodney ( C ape l l  
1947 : 40 -5 ) . E l s ewhe re ( 1 9 67 a : 2 )  and i n  B i b l i ography I have used 
the term Vulaa to de s c r ib e  the t ribe inhab i t ing s ix vi l lages , 
inc luding the vi l l ages o f  Hula and Alukuni wh ich were b o th repre­
s ented in the s e t t l ement . 
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c anoe s for s even days . The occupants o f  each c anoe in  the s e t t le ­
ment ate toge ther and pooled the ir res ources , and I was there fore 
ab l e  to  t reat the occupants o f  each c anoe in the s amp le as a s ing le 
hous eho ld . The three hous eho lds were chos en becaus e the c anoe 
owne rs  c ame from di f fe rent v i l lages and fo l lowed d i f ferent occupa­
t i ons : one was a fi sherman , one a carpenter , and the th i rd wo rked 
for a European as a s t orekeeper and crocod i l e - s kin  c ure r . I 
rec orded the budge t s  o f  only three hous eho lders becaus e the time 
avai lab le in the evenings was short , and i t  took a l ong time to  
ob tain a ful l ac c ount of  the i r  ec onomi c ac t ivi t i e s  dur i ng the day 
in the c ours e  o f  gene ral c onversat ion . As far as p os s ib le , informa­
t i on was ob tained by obs e rvat i on and by taking par t in s e t t lement 
ac tiv i t ie s , rather than by formal interviews . I a t tended church 
s e rvices , went fi shing and t ook the re s i dents in my. Landrover when 
they vi s i ted re lat ive s  or had bus ines s to trans ac t .  During my 
re search among the Hula I became known as the i r  ' l awyer ' ,  and the 
res idents  and peop le l iving outs ide the s e t t l ement c ons ul ted me 
about prob lems ranging from avoidance o f  pros ecution for deb t to 
the des truc tion o f  bedbugs which were infes t i ng a c anoe . My pre ­
s ence i s  l ike ly to  have a f fected  th e behaviour o f  the re s i dent s in 
a number of ways , but I do not th ink that the s e  s e r ious ly  a f fec ted 
my analys is . T o  avo id unneces s ary emb ar ras sment ,  I have ob s c ured 
the ident i ty of the res idents by re fe rring t o  them b y  l e t ters  o f  
the alphab e t  and b y  be ing de l ib e rat e ly vague abo ut vi l l ages o f  
ori gin and about res ident i a l  locat i ons wi thin the s e t t lement .  

Port More sby 

The indi genous p opulat ion o f  Port More sby c ons i s t s  o f  members o f  
two l andho ld ing group s , the Mo tu and Koi ta , and migrants . The Mo tu 
and Ko i t a  l ive in five urban vi l lages ( i f  the Hanuab ada c omp lex is 
treated as one v i l l age ) . The mi grants l ive in h ous ing rented from 
the Adminis tra t i on , hous ing p rovided by emp l oyer s  ( i nc luding the 
Admini s tration) , and migrant s e t t lement s . S ince 1949 mi grants  have 
e s tab li shed twenty - two d i s c rete  nuc leated s e t t lements in Port  
Moresby . W i th the excep t ion of  one s e t t l ement on Admini s t ration 
land and two c anoe s e t t l ement s  on the s ea and on the shore , a l l  o f  
them are on nat ive l and . F i fteen o f  thes e  mi grant s e t t lement s  are 
inhab i ted by peop l e  from the Gul f  o f  Papua , and four of. the re ­
mainder ,  inc lud ing the B ad i l i  c anoe s e t t lement with whi ch th i s  
paper i s  c once rned , are mainly occup i ed b y  peop l e  from the Hula 
language area . 

Deve lopment o f  the town i s  di spers ed ove r a wide area . · Thi s  has 
c ome ab out par t ly becaus e of the h i l ly terrain , but mainly becaus e 
the Adminis trat ion , as a ma tter  o f  pol icy , re frained from the c om­
puls ory ac qui s i tion of r i ghts  t o  native l and . Abou t one f i f th o f  
the town area i s  s t i l l  native l and he ld under cus t omary tenure . 
The town has f our ma in foc a l  points : the main c omme rc i a l  area near 
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the harbour ; the government headquar ters at Konedobu ; the connne rc i al  
centre at Boroko ; and the Papuan centre in the Koke ( Koki ) and 
B ad i l i  area . The Papuan marke t is located on the shore by a sma l l  
bay at Koke to  which fish , vegetab le foods , meat o f  sma l l  game , 
bete l  nut and b e te l pepp ers are b rought by c anoe , t ruck and air 
from di f ferent parts  of  the C entral D is tr ic t . There i s  a l so a 
European-owne d c o ld s tore and f i sh shop , wh ich i s  s upp l i ed wi th 
f i sh by c anoe s . In the sha l l ow bay at Koke there i s  the c anoe 
s e t t lemen t which was des c ribed by Bel shaw ( 19 5 2 ) . C lo s e  to the 
market  is an area of l and he ld by mixed - race peop le on whi ch they 
l ive wi th the i r  Papuan kin and affine s , s ome of whom are re l ated 
to res idents  of Bad i l i  c anoe s e t t lement . S ome twenty s to re s , many 
o f  them owned by Chines e ,  s tragg le through Koke -B ad i l i  al ong th e 
road wh ich c onne c t s  the var ious centres o f  the t own . The Papua 
Ekales ia , l the Roman C a tho l ic , Ang li can and Me thodi s t  mi s s ions al l 
have churche s in the area . The Roman C a tho l i c  Mi s s i on a l s o  has a 
ma te rni ty hosp i ta l  at B adi l i . The Adminis trat ion , the Roman 
C atho l i c  and Ang l i c an mi s s ions and the S a lvat i on Army maintain 
primary s choo l s  in the area . Badi l i  i s  the main indus t r i a l  area 
o f  the town and inc ludes a brewery , a smal l tobac c o  fac t ory , the 
headquar ters and workshops of the Aus tra l i an P e tro leum C ompany , 
and a number o f  workshops and transport  under takings . B o th European 
and indigenous emp l oyees l ive in the area (Map 1 ) . T o  the eas t o f  
Badi l i , three hous ing s e t t l ements f o r  governmen t  emp loyees , four 
urb an v i l lages , and ten mi grant s e t t l ement s are inhab i ted by a 
large indigenous p opu l a t i on . 

The rural  background 

Rainfal l i s  low and s o i l  poor ove r a l arge part o f  the coas tal  
areas o f  the  C entral D is t r i c t  o f  Papua . Populat ion i s  s p ars e and 
i s  conc entrated in a l arge number o f  d i s c rete , nuc leated v i l l age s . 
The groups  l iving in v i l l ages in the Hula l anguage area are a l ike 
in language and cul ture , and this cul tural c ontinui ty extends 
throughout the Me l ane s ian-sp eaking are as of central Papua . V i l l age 
populat ions are d iv i ded  into patri l ineal des cent group s . Marr iages 
are ide a l l y  patriv i ri local  but there are many excep tions . Al l 
v i l l age group s  from pre - c ontac t time s have been prepared t o  a l low 
s trange rs  t o  s e t t le among them and bec ome members  o f  a de s cent 
group in certain c i rcums tances , for examp le marr iage t o  a fema le 
member of the de s c en t  group , and adop t ion . The two res idents  in 
the s e t t l ement who s e  fathers c ame from the Gu l f  D i s tri c t  would be 
a l l owed to  c laim l and r i ghts in the i r  mo thers ' vi l l age s in  the Hood 
Penins ula and to s e t t le there . 

In the pas t , th e p eop le s  o f  the d i f ferent v i l lages interac ted in 
feas t s , marri age , war fare and t rade . In pre -contac t  t ime s memb e rs 

1 Unt i l  19 6 1  known as the London Mi s s i onary S oc i e ty . 
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o f  di f ferent group s over a wide area intermarried and the number o f  
s uch marr iages i s  now inc reas ing . Unt i l  rec ent ly  the peop le o f  the 
agricul tural vi l l ages did no t fi sh , al though s ome v i l l ages were 
c l ose t o  the sea (Oram 19 67b) . Th ey exchanged the i r  vege tab le 
foods for f i sh c augh t by peop le o f  fishing vi l l age s . Unt i l  about 
19 60 only peop le o f  one agr icul tural v i l l age made l arge s e a -go ing 
c anoes , but in rec ent years peop l e o f  inland vi l l ages near the 
c oas t have b egun to make and to operate them . 

The peop le o f  f i shing vi l l ages depended for the i r  sub s i s tence 
mainly on fish , whi ch they b o th cons umed and exchanged for vege tab le 
foods . Peop l e o f  s ome o f  the s e  v i l lage s traded for long d i s tance s 
al ong the c oas t .  The i r  trad ing ac t iv i t ies  we re l inked t o  Mo tu 
trad ing exped i t i ons to  the Gul f of Papua and l ed to frequent vis i t s  
to  Motu v i l l ages in  the area i n  wh ich P o r t  Moresby now s t ands . 
T oday , s ome f i shing peop les , for examp le the Hul a , have acqui red 
land and als o prac t ic e  agri cul ture , whi le o thers , for examp le the 
Alukuni , s t i l l  have no agricul tural land . V i l l ages whi ch traded 
wi th each other rare ly  fough t , but war fare was endemic be tween d i f­
ferent v i l l age groups  l iving al ong the c oas t . 

T oday , trad i ti onal leadership based on s enior i ty wi thin a des cent 
group has large ly d i s appe ared . The Papua Ekales ia p l ays an impor­
tant part in integrating the s oc i al ac t iv i t ie s  o f  the vi l l ages . 
C ongregations , headed by trained pas tors , have b een e s t ab l i shed 
along the who le s outh -eas tern c oas t o f  Papua . They are nume rous 
in the Hula language area , inc luding al l the v i l l ages from wh ich 
the res ident s c ame . The re are mi s s i ons in charge o f  Europeans at 
Hula and at Gavuone in  th e s outh -eas tern c orner of the area . Un ti l 
the Adminis tration b egan to  e s tab l ish pr imary s choo l s , the on ly 
educ ation avai l ab le was that provided by the London Mi s s i onary 
S oc i ety . A l l  res idents  o f  the s e t t l ement were members  o f  the Papua 
E kales ia except  fo r the Goilala  who wer e  Roman C atho l ic s . 

I have des c r ibed  e ls ewhere (Oram 19 67b) the s oc i a l  and e conomic 
impac t  o f  European admini s tration , the London Mi s s ionary S oc i ety 
and European t raders  on the vi l l age of Hula . These  influence s have 
s e rved to c ons olidate the vi l l age as the pr imary s oc i a l  and ec onomic 
uni t . The s ame ins t i tut ions a l s o  de termined the p ro ce s s  o f  change 
in o ther v i l l ages in the Hu la l anguage area . A l l  vi l l ages are 
invo lved in the monet ary s ec tor o f  the ec onomy and eve ry hous eho ld  
requi res  s ome cash t o  pay  taxe s and church dues , and t o  buy c l othes , 
too l s  and imp or ted foods . S ome peop le in c oas tal v i l l age s are 
dependent at cer tain t ime s of the year on imported food f or their  
s ub s i s tence . Ec onomi c change has  no t occurred at a uni form rate 
even in the c oas tal v i l lage s (P late 1) , and the agricul tura l  v i l­
lages have lagged beh ind (P l ate 2 ) . The pace o f  change has 
quickened throughout the area dur ing the las t f ive year s  and is 
l ike ly t o  be even more rap id as a res u l t  o f  new road l inks with 
Port Moresby . 



Plate 1 .  Hul a :  a c oas t a l  vi l lage with modern hous es  

Plate 2. Alomarup u :  an  inl and v i l lage wi th 
trad i t ional hous es  
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Chapter  2 

B ad i l i  c anoe s e t t lement 

At B ad i l i  t o  the eas t o f  Koke harbour there is a sha l low ,  
she l tered b ay where the beach s lope s gent ly t o  the wat er . There 
were forme r ly b oatbui lding yards .a long the shore , but the s e  have 
been rep lac ed by woodyards and sma l l  workshop s.  Behind the shore 
are s everal l ab our c ompounds , a bar l ic ens ed t o  s e l l  a l c oho l i c  
dr inks ( local ly known a s  a ' beerha l l ' )  and two European-owned 
s t ore s . The beerha l l  and the s tores are s i tuated wi th in a hundred 
yards of the c anoe s e t t lement. Rights  to  land above highwater mark 
are he l d  by the Admini s t ration and the beach has b e en gaze t ted  as a 
pub l ic c areening area where boats  c ould  be c le aned and repai red. 
Al though the c anoe s  had been drawn up on to  the beach wi thout the 
permi s s ion of the Admin i s tration , no at temp t  had been made to  remove 
them by the end o f  19 65.  In 1 9 64 , however ,  the B u i l d i ng Ins pec t or 
ordered c anoe owner s  t o  remove shan t i es which they had bui l t  on the 
shore , and they c omp l i ed wi th h i s  order after  s ome de lay. 

No pub l ic s e rvic e s  we re p rov ided by the Admini s t rat i on for the 
canoe dwe l lers.  They b ought wa ter from one of the s tores  or from 
a nearby house for two shi l l ings a fortnigh t . The E uropean hous e ­
holder a t  f i rs t a l l owed thos e  who s o  wi shed t o  pay him wi th f resh 
fish  ins tead o f  money but s ub s equent ly only money was paid. Mos t  
o f  the canoes had toi l e t s  i n  the b ows , whi ch were mainly used by 
women . The maj or i ty o f  res ident s re l i eved thems e lves on the beach , 
whi ch was c leans ed  when the tide c ame in , and in the b ush by the 
shore. At infrequent interval s  a gang o f  workmen was s ent by the 
Depar tment of Pub l i c  Heal th to unb loc k the noi s ome ope n  drain wh ich 
dis charged into the s ea in the mi dd le of the s et t lement , and which 
qui ckly b e c ame b lo cke d again . 

Li fe in the s e t t lement 

The c anoe s  var ied in length from thir ty - f ive fee t  to near ly 
fi fty fee t and we re up to ten fee t in the be am. E ach c anoe had a 
house whi ch vari e d  from fi fteen to  twenty fee t in l ength and c ove red 
the wid th of the c anoe . The b e s t bui l t  house  was c ons truc ted o f  
marine -p ly roo f and wa l l s , and had doors and l ouvred windows 
(P late 3) : the wors t house was made o f  s c r ap t imber , p ie c e s  o f  f l at 
i ron and c anvas . Al l c anoe s exc ep t  one were s e awor thy. At any one 
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t ime there wou ld be four or  five outb oard mo tors in the s e t t lement , 
but other canoe owne r s  pos s e s sed  motors wh ich they had lent t o  
kinsmen because they d i d  no t need them a t  the t ime . 

C anoes  we re kep t moderate ly c lean and the beach ne ar each canoe 
was s ome time s swep t . The s ea near th e shore and th e beach i t se l f  
was us ua l ly c ove red i n  a b l ack , dirty seaweed . Me a l s  we re c ooked 
on s tove s made from para f f in drums (P late 4 ) , and many hous eholds  
also  owned p r imus s t ove s . A l l  househo lds us ed a luminium cooking 
utens i l s  and china p l ates and cup s , bu t the Alukuni a l s o  used tra­
di tiona l wooden p l at ters . Mo s t  househo lds owned dogs , whi ch 
s c avenged among the c ooking utens i l s . The inter iors 0f  the c anoe s  
we re furnished wi th mats , and with wooden and t in b oxe s  with locks 
in wh ich valuab les  we re kep t . E ach c ano e h ad a p re s s ure l amp, but 
the re was no t always enough paraf f in to  l i gh t  them . 

O lder men wore c o l oure d shirts  and shor ts  or  wa i s t c loths to 
work . On mo re forma l occas ions , such as church s ervi c e s , they put 
on a whi te shirt , s ome t ime s wi th a tie , and a wh ite  wai s t c lo th ,  and 
s ome wore s anda l s  (P late  7 ) . Younge r men wo re shor ts  or l ong 
trous ers , and e i ther wore a wai s t c loth for forma l oc cas ions or 
shor t s , shoes and s ocks . A l l  women wore European type dre s s e s , 
and the younger women owned at leas t one smar t modern dre s s .  Women 
s e ldom wo re shoe s , but a few owned shoe s wh ich we re worn on spe c ial  
occas ions . Chi ldren o f  b oth s exe s had one t idy ou t fi t  in which 
they were dre s s ed up when the occas ion demanded . 

The ' day be gan e ar ly . S inging c ould o ften be heard as e ar ly as 
4 a . m . , and at dawn be tween 5 . 30 a . m .  and 6 a . m .  men began to  l i ght 
fires on c anoes and to  smoke and talk . The members  of the hous e ­
ho lds washed and dre s s ed outs ide the i r  house s  o n  the c anoe s . The 
Alukuni fi she rmen c ame back about dawn wi th the i r  c a t ch , wh i ch was 
c o l lec ted and c leaned by women . In the mo rning food was e a ten 
ac c ord ing to  the s t ate o f  the larder , and mi ght cons is t o f  tea with 
c o ld vege tab l es  l e f t  ove r from the evening meal , or rice  and pe rhap s 
f i sh . Me n le f t  for  work be tween 6 . 30 and 7 . 00 a . m . , and a l i t t le  
later ch i ldren went t o  one o f  the s chools  in the B ad i l i  area . A 
s t ream o f  p as s e rs -by , s ome o f  whom s t opped for a chat , we re seen 
from the canoe s . 

Dur ing th e day the Alukuni f i sherme n and the i r  wive s worked 
inces s ant ly at repairing the i r  ne ts  and o ther fi shing equipment 
(P late 5 ) . Other men in the s ett lement bui l t  or rep ai red canoe s 
or s at and chat ted wi th vi s i tors . After women had fini shed the i r  
l i gh t  dome s tic  dut ie s , which inc luded sweep ing the beach ne ar the i r  
canoes , they s ome t imes c o l l ec ted she l l fish when the t i de was out . 

At ab out 3 . 30 p . m .  ch i ldren c ame back from s choo l  and men be gan 
to re turn from work a f te r  4 . 00 p . m . , when another s t re am o f  p as s ers ­
by pas s e d  the s e t t lement .  The men who had re turned wo rked on canoe s 
or s a t  and ta lked . Chi ldren p l ayed together on the be ach . 



P late 3 .  C anoe fami ly : we l l -bui l t  c anoe hous e wi th 
l ouvres in bac kground 

P l ate 4 .  C anoe deck showing c ooking s tove 
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Ado l e s c ent gi r l s  p l ayed tag 
any young unmarried men who 
at dusk at ab out 7.00 p . m .  
8 . 30 p . m .  or 9 p .m . , unl e s s  
par t i cular reas on . 

1 5  

or s ome o ther game wi th o l de r  b oys and 
we re there . Evening meals  were e aten 
Lights  we re out in  mos t  c anoes by 
occupants s at up to  talk for s ome 

Men who were emp loyed during the week pre ferred t o  go f i shing 
on F r iday evenings s o  that they c ould  re s t  on Sa turdays. Saturday 
was spent in  c arp entry , re s t ing and going t o  the marke t. Sunday 
was enj o ined  by the Papua Ekales ia as a day o f  res t  and s e rvices  
we re held on the be ach . V i s i t s  were made and rece ived . 

Li fe was mainly l ived in the Koke -Bad i l i  area , in which the 
maj or i ty o f  the men worked . V is its  we re made to  re lat ive s  e l s e­
where in the town , but the se we re infrequent . D uring a s even day 
period only one j ourney was made by bus , for examp le , by one pers on 
out o f  the three c anoe househo lds whose  budge t s  I rec orded . O lder 
chi ldren l i ked t o  go t o  the c inema if occ as i on o f fe red but we re no t 
enthus iasti c  fi lmgoers , and no other intere s t  was shown by re s idents 
in urban forms of ente rtainment. Excep t for occas i ona l d i sputes , 
l i fe in the s e t t lement was orde r ly and p eace ful as  the res idents  
went quie t ly about the ir dai ly rout ine . 

There we re usua l ly two or three v i s i t ing c anoe s from th e res i­
dents ' na tal v i l lages anchored at the s e t t lement . Pe op le l iving in 
the Hula and Alukuni s e t t l ement s on Daugo (Fisherman ' s )  I s land , 
whi ch i s  four mi l e s  we s t  o f  Port Mo re s by , frequent ly  c ame by canoe 
to the s e t t l ement a f t e r  s e l l ing the ir fish  at Koke Marke t . 

Charac ter i s t ic s  o f  the s e t t lement population 

The p lac e o f  or i g in o f  the s e t t le r s , the maj o r i ty o f  whom c ame 
from the Hula l anguage area , i s  shown in Tab le 1 .  

W i th the excep t i on o f  one househo ld , the Hula -speakers c ame from 
the neighbourhood o f  Hood Lagoon , inc l ud ing the Hood P eni ns ul a . 
Th i s  area i s  s eventy mi l es s outh-eas t o f  Port  Moresby and c an be 
re ached in le s s  than ten hours by c anoe , and in thre e t o  four hours 
by t ruck . Al l the re s i dents whose  p lac e of o r i g in was ou t s ide  the 
Hul a  language area were l i nked by c ogna t ic or a f fina l  t i e s , or  b o th , 
wi th Hul a -speaker s : the mo ther and the wi fe o f  one man who s e  father 
came from the Gul f  o f  Papua , and the wi fe o f  the o the r , c ame from 
the Hula l anguage are a . Tab l e  2 indicat e s  the p l ace o f  ori gin o f  
canoe owner s  and the i r  wive s . 

The canoes were beached in three main groups a long the shore . 
The owner s  or wive s o f  owner s  o f  c anoe s  numbered 1 ,  3 and 4 c ame 
from Hood Penins ula agricul tura l v i l l ages , and the owne r o f  c anoe 
number 2 and h i s  wi fe c ame from a c oas t a l  vi l lage s ome fi fteen 
mi les  t o  the s outh -eas t .  Three o f  the next five c anoe s we re owned 
by Hu la v i l l agers . The occupants of my own c anoe ( numb e r  8) formed 
par t o f  the Hula hous eho ld  o f  c anoe number 9 ,  and c anoe number 1 
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Table 1 

Badili canoe settlement - place of origin of men and women 
aged 20 years and over* - September 1 9 65 

Area of origin Men Women Total 
Hood Lagoon (fishing) 10  8 18  
Hood Lagoon ( agricultural) 3 3 6 

Other Hula language area 1 4 5 
Sub-total: Hula language area 14 1 5  2 9  

Central District (Mo tu) 2 2 4 
Central District (Goilala) 2 1 3 
Gulf of Papua 2 2 
South-eastern Papua 1 1 
Sub-total: Outside Hula language area 7 3 1 0  

Total 2 1  1 8  39 

*All residents under 20 were children of residents. 

Table 2 

Village of origin.of canoe owners and their wives living in 
Badili canoe settlement, 1 9 6 5 , in order of canoes from 

north to south 

Canoe 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  
1 4  
1 5  

* Gulf 

f Port 
1fo Hood 

1Nfo Hula 
<fJ .Rigo 

Owner 
Kerema* 
Maopa"lr·k">'< 
Makerupu** 
Ioke�* 

Hula 
Keapara"ldr 

Hula 
European (self) 

Hula 
Alukuni1,l: 
Alukuni 

Kapa Kapa<P 
Alukuni 
Alukuni 

Tafadei>i> 

Wife 

Ka lo** 
Maopa 
Boerar 
Makerupu 

Hula 
Kelerakwa1Nfo 

Hula 

Tubusereia<P 
Alukuni 
Alukuni 
Alukuni 
Alukuni 
Alukuni 

Keapara** 
District. **Hood Lagoon (agricultural). 
language area (fishing). 
Moresby Sub-district (Motu). 
Lagoon (fishing). 
language area (Marshall Lagoon) (agricultural). 
Sub-district (Motu). <P<P Goilala Sub-district. 
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was owned by a man from Keapara, a village which has long been 
closely associated with the Hula village (Oram 1967b). Four of 
the next five canoes were owned by people ·from Alukuni village, 
and the fifth was owned by a Motu man living with his Alukuni wife 
and her parents. The remaining canoe was owned by a man from the 
Goilala sub-district which is in mountainous country inland from 
Kairuku (Map 2). 

As shown in Table 3, the total population of the settlement was 
seventy-six. The average number of occupants of each canoe was 
therefore five, the largest number being ten and the smallest two. 
The ages of the majority of the adult residents of the settlement 
were between thirty and fifty years. 

Table 3 
PoEulation of Badili canoe settlement b:'i age and sex -

SeEtember 1965 

1-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-60 Total 
Male 14 4 2 10 9 2 41 
Female 12 4 3 10 5 1 35 

Total 26 8 5 20 14 3 76 

Note. I have not included myself in these figures. 

All adult women were married, and there was one girl who was of 
marriageable age. Two men were currently unmarried: one had married 
three wives in succession and had been deserted by each, and the 
other was still young and had not yet married. 

All marriages except one had been according to native custom 
involving gift exchanges. One couple had been married in a church 
of the Papua Ekalesia: the woman was a daughter of a pastor and the 
man was among the best educated residents of the settlement. This 
marriage also involved gift exchanges. One man and one woman had 
separated from their spouses and had remarried before coming to the 
settlement. Only one marriage had arisen because of the residence 
of the couple in Port Moresby. The Goilala man who was owner of 
canoe number 15 had worked in a European store with a Keapara woman 
who was separated from her husband. They married in 1963 and went 
to live in a canoe obtained from the wife's village. One man had 
left his wife and nine children in his village while he worked for 
wages in Port Moresby. A total of seven children of three canoe 
owners were also living with their fathers' or mothers' parents in 
their villages. 

Nine out of nineteen marriages were between men and women of the 
same village. Three of the intervillage marriages were with a 
woman of the man's mother's village. One man's wife came from his 
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mother's village while his wifo 's mother came from his own village. 
Two examples illustrate the number of villages with which a man can 
have close ties. 

The father of A left his village, Iokei (Map 2 ) , with two other 
young men-because of intervillage war, and travelled by boat to 
Port Moresby. They worked in Port Moresby, and eventually went to 
the Hood Peninsula village of Kalo where they married local women. 
It is probable that they had worked on plantations in the upper 
reaches of 'the Kemp Welch river where many Gulf people were working 
before the first world war. A first married a Kalo woman, but they 
separated while he was working in Port Moresby, and he subsequently 
married a woman from the Hood Peninsula v�llage of Makerupu. In 
September 19 65 , A was living with his second wife in his canoe . 

. The father of B was killed by a shark in 1 9 35 when B was about 
ten years old. His mo_ther, who was from the Hood Peninsula agri­
cultural village of.Kamali, then married a man of the eastern Motu 
village of Tub�sereia. She went to live at Tubusereia with her 
children by her Hula husband and when B grew up he married a 

' 

Tubusereia woman. He has built himself a good house in his mother's 
village of Kamali. He is reluctant to spend any time in Hula, al­
though his brother, who visits him frequently in Port Moresby, 
lives .there. He says that people are jealous because he has rights 
to a large area of land and he is afraid that they may harm him 
through sorcery. 

Schools were established by the London Missionary Society in the 
Hula language area before the declaration of a Protectorate in 1884. 

Today the majority of people living in the Hula- and Motu-speaking 
villages repres�nted by residents of the settlement can read and 
write with varying degrees of efficiency in their own vernacular. 
The older adults living in the settlement had only reached one of 
the first four standards in mission primary schools and knew little 
English, although it had always been taught in the larger mission 
schools. Their children were much better educated. One man, who 
was a student at the Administrative College, and his wife, had 
both received some secondary education; one man had been to a 

technical school; and one had reached the top standard of a govern­
ment primary school. Three men could speak English with some 
fluency. One canoe owner's son, who was then working in the New 
Guinea highlands, had been to a technical school and the daughter 
of another canoe owner was a trained child welfare nurse. All the 
children of school age living in the settlement, except three 
children from one household who did not go to school, attended 
schools in the Koke-Badili area. 

All men in the settlement had had considerable experience of 
life in Port Moresby. The six Alukuni fishermen had only come to 
live in Port Moresby during the previous two years and had no 
history of employment for wages, but they had been accustomed to 
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come to Port Moresby on fishing expeditions since their childhood. 
The remaining men, with the exception of one who had left his 
family in his home village and who had only worked in the town for 
four months, had spent all their adult lives in some gainful occu­
pation, although not only in Port Moresby. The following is an 
example of a varied occupational history. 

C carried supplies to troops in forward areas for one and a half 
years during the second world war. After the war he was employed 
on a plantation as a shooter of pigs and birds. From 1952 to 1954 
he was being trained in Port Moresby as a medical orderly, but he 
left through fear of sorcery, which he believed had caused the 
death of one of his fellow students. From 1955 to 1960 he worked 
with his distant consanguineal kinsman, B, as a carpenter for three 
European employers, one of them the manager of an inland rubber 
plantation. He and B worked from 1960 to 1963 with a 'merry-go­
round' which was based in Port Moresby, but which toured other 
parts of Papua and New Guinea. They then joined with other kinsmen 
to form a fishing company, but this collapsed when half their out­
board motor was lost on a reef. He subsequently obtained employment 
as an office cleaner. He continued to live with B and B's wife and 
children in B's canoe. 

The residents said that they came to Port Moresby to earn money, 
which they needed to bring up their children. Besides the under­
lying economic motive which led the residents to earn money in the 
town, there were a number of personal reasons why each man had left 
his village. One canoe owner had been a lay-pastorl in a rural 
village when his son contracted poliomyelitis. After his son had 
been sent to Port Moresby hospital, he abandoned his pastoral 
duties and obtained employment as a carpenter. He said that he 
stayed in town because his previous wages had been too small and 
he wanted to provide adequately for his children, of whom one was 
attending a secondary school in Port Moresby. One canoe owner said 
that he had left his village through fear of sorcery. 2 One was said 
by others to have rights to only a small area of land in his village, 
though this is likely to have been only a contributory reasons. 
Five of the Alukuni canoe owners had come to Badili because they 
wished to stay with their children. Either their sons, or their 
daughters' husbands, were working in the town. A close relative 
of the sixth Alukuni canoe owner's wife ( her mother's brother's 
son) was a student at the Administrative College. His wife and 
child lived on the canoe and he visited them at weekends. Two 

1 Formerly known as a catechist, a lay-pastor carries out the 
duties of a pastor in the Papua Ekalesia, but has not attended the 
training college for pastors in Fife Bay. 
2 See p. 19. 
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Alukuni canoe owners continued to live in Port Moresby, although 
their sons had left with their families to work elsewhere. One was 
staying in Port Moresby to earn money to meet his son's marriage 
exchanges; and the other wished to be near his sister, who was 
living with her husband in a neighbouring canoe. 

The canoe owners settled at Badili both because of lack of 
alternative acconunodation and because of its convenience as an 
anchorage. Unless they were prepared to pay the high rents demanded 
at the predominantly indigenous suburb of Hohola, those who were 
self-employed could only hope to find accommodation with relatives. 
Only .a few employers were able to provide their married employees 
with accommodation. By living in their canoes they obtained free 
accommodation and also retained their mobility, which for the 
fishermen was essential. The bay at Badili provided a good an­
chorage and beach, it was near the market and contact was easily 
made with people corning from their villages. Badili was preferred 
to the canoe settlement at Koke because Koke was crowded and largely 
occupied by people from ano�her part of the Hula language area. 

While a number of residents say that they will stay in Badili as 
long as the Administration allows them to do so, consideiable move­
ment takes place. During my stay in 19 65 one canoe household 
returned to its village after a stay of one and a half years 
because the owner had finished a contract with the Conunonwealth 
Department of Works. One canoe moved to another anchorage because, 
the residents said, the owner '.s wife wished to take her husband out 
of reach of the beer hall. By May 19 67  only seven of the original 
canoe owners were still living in their canoes. Three others had 
left their canoes at Badili and kinsmen were living in them. One 
of these three canoes was occupied by the canoe owner's daughter 
and three other girls who were working in a store at Koke. The 
residents expect the canoe owner to return some time in the future. 

The settlement, however, continued to grow. In May 19 67 . there 
were twenty-six canoes in the settlement. One canoe was .occupied 
by a Kerema man and his family, whose European employer had bought 
the canoe from an Alukuni man for $ 160 and had built a house for 
him on the canoe. The total population of the settlement was 120 . 
The mean number of people living in each canoe was approximately 
the same as in 19 6 5 .  



Chapter 3 

Patterns of relationships 

Within the network of relationships in which the residents were 
involved, I distinguish between six main bases: kinship, reciprocal 
relationships between non-kin, neighbourhood, church membership, 
employment, and.relationships with public officials. Content of 
relationships involves other elements than the basis on which the 
relationship is formed: relationships based on church membership, 
for example, contain affective and economic elements. While it is 
difficult to make any assessment of the af�ective element in its 
content, it is possible to measure economic implications of any 
relationship. In a number of primitive societies, 'The span of 
social distance between those who exchange conditions the mode of 
exchange' (Sahlins 1966:149). In this paper I attempt.to fit the 
economic activities of the residents along a.continuum with, in 
Sahlins' terminology, 'generalised reciprocity', which refers to 
transactions which are putatively altruistic, at one extreme; 
'generalised reciprocity', which refers to direct exchange in which 
the reciprocation is the customary equivalent of the thing received 
and is without delay, at the midpoint; and 'negative reciprocity', 
which is the attempt to get something for nothing with impunity, at 
the other extreme (1966:147, 148). 

Kinship 
In considering relationships based on kinship, a distinction 

must be made between relationships between residents of the settle­
ment and their kinsmen living in the.settlement; their kinsmen 
living in the Port Moresby area; and their kinsmen living elsewhere. 
The composition of households in the settlement is set out in 
Table 4. 

Four sets of two households were linked by ties of kinship. The 
wives of two canoe owners were sisters and the mothers of two other 
canoe owners were sisters. The father of one canoe owner and the 
mother of another were closely related. The canoe owner A was a 
distant agnatic kinsman of C. 

In many developing countries, for example in Stanleyville in the 
former Belgian Congo (Clement 1956:371), urban residence has enabled 
married women to achieve greater independence from the control of 
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Plate 5 .  Fisherman: nets are hung on frames to dry 
and to be repaired 

Plate 6 .  Fisherman setting out to sell his fish in 
a labour compound 
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their husbands and kin. Married women living in the settlement, 
however, devoted themselves to their light domestic �asks. They 
left the settlement only to go to the market, when for reasons of 
necessity or interest they were accompanied by their children or 
by neighbours, and occasionally visited relatives accompanied by 
their children. During the two years in which I was in contact 
with the settlement there were no scandals affecting married women. 

Table .4 
Composition of fifteen households at Badili 

canoe settlement, 1 9 65 

Simple nuclear families 

Nuclear family+ wife's brother 
Nuclear family+ husband's brother+ wife's father+ wife"s 

9 

1 

mother 1 

Nuclear family + daughter's husband + daughter's child 1 

Nuclear family+ wife's brother's son's wife+ wife's brother's 
son's child (+wife's brother's son*) 1 

Nuclear family+ husband's brother+ husband's brother's wife + 
husband's brother's children 1 

Single man + adopted son** 1 
Total 15 

*At weekends. 
** My own canoe excluding myself. 

The activities of married women were limited mainly because they 
had found no new economic roles in the town to replace those which 
they had played in their villages. Only the wives of Alukuni 
fishermen made a significant contribution to.the economy of their 
households. They collected fish and equipment from the canoes when 
their husbands returned in the morning,, cleaned the fish and helped 
their husbands to sell it either by hawking it round the labour 
compounds (Plate 6) or by selling it in Koke market. During the 
day both husbands and wives incessantly repaired their nets when 
they had no other occupation. 

Two households owned sewing machines, with which women made 
garments. for their own families. They also occasionally made 
c_lothes for neighbours, who later repaid them by gifts_ in kind 
rather ·than by.money. The household in which I was living owned 
a sew�ng machine but the wife of the canoe owner made no clothes 
for outsiders while I was _there. The household was probably too 
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a f f luent to  make th i s  neces s ary . Women in the s e t t l ement occ as ion­
a l ly c o l l e c ted she l l f i sh , but engaged in no o ther form of economic 
ac tiv i ty . In s ome hous eholds  only men did the marke t ing , but in 
o thers .it  was done by b o th men and women . Chi ldren were frequent ly 
s ent to  ne arby s t o re s  to  buy sma l l  quanti t i es  of food and other 
commodi t ies  t o  mee t  immed iate needs . 

Control over g i r l s  who had re ached ado les cenc e was s t r ic t . When 
one hous eho ld was l iving on an inl and rubb er p l anta t ion , the e lder 
daughter had at tended a s e c ondary s chool as a day g i r l . When the 
hous eho ld moved to the s e t t lement , her fathe r would  no t a l low her 
t o  s tay as a b oarder for fear that she mi ght be  ' spoi led ' .  One 
c anoe owner fe tched h i s  daughter , who was emp loyed at Koke marke t , 
from work eve ry evening and he e s cor ted her when she went t o  a 
dance . She was married s oon a f ter I l e ft the s e t t lement . O lder 
girls and youths and young unmarried men p layed on the beach to ­
ge ther eve ry evening , but they did not leave the area . Ev idence 
gained from my own s t udy of othe r urban groups  s uch as the Motu and 
peop l e  o f  Hula v i l l age , and from B e l shaw ' s acc ount o f  Hanuab ada 
( 1 95 7 : 17 7 ) , s ugge s t s  that s uch s t rict  contr o l  was no t the norm , but 
that at t i tudes among p arents vari ed great ly. 

S trong t ie s  we re mainta ined be tween adu l t  chi ldren and the i r  
parents.  Whi le n o  parents o f  c anoe owner s  l ived e i the r i n  the 
s e t t lement or  in Port  More sby , frequent contac t was made wi th 
parent s l iving in the i r  vi l l age s . The s e  c ontac t s  were face t o  face , 
or made by correspondenc e or by mes s ages and by g i f t  exchanges 
through an inte rmediary . Wh i le I was l iving in the s e t t lement , two 
father s , a father ' s  brothe r and two mo the rs  vis i ted the i r  s ons who 
were c anoe owners  in the s e t t lement and s ome of them made s everal 
vi s i t s . One s on ,  who had previous ly l ived with h i s  p arent s in  their 
c anoe but le f t  t o  wo rk in the New Guinea  h i gh l ands , v i s i t e d  them 
onc e  and one daughter , who was working near her home vi l lage as a 
mi s s ion chi ld we l fare nurs e ,  twice v i s i ted her p aren ts . Al l in­
formant s s t ressed  the du ty which l ay on chi ldren to  s upport p arent s 
when they were o l d . As indicated in D ' s  budge t in T ab le 5 ,  for 
examp l e , his daughter.who was l iv ing wi th him gave him her wages ; 
and the chi ld we l fare nurs e  s ent a l l  her s avings , amoun t ing t o  $22, 
to  her father from the v i l l age . The ob l i gation extended to fathe r ' s  
s ib l ings , and pos s ib ly  to  mo the r ' s  s ib l ings should need ari s e. I t  
extended , though l e s s s trong ly , t o  a l l  e lderly r e l a t ive s . 

Men in the s e t t lement c l aimed tha t they maintaineq ve ry c l o s e  
t ie s  wi th the i r  ful l  b r o thers wherever they we re l iving but i t  was 
no t po s s ib le to s ub s t ant iate  th i s . One man s aid tha t  he was 
unwi l l ing to v i s i t  hi s fathe r ' s  v i l lage in the Gul f D _i s tr i c t  fo r 
fear o f  s orcery , but  that h i s  three brothers vis i ted him frequently . 
C ontac ts be tween ful l b r o thers we re · frequent whi l e I was s tay ing in 
the s e t t lement . Two c anoe owner s  were sharing the i r  c ano e·s wi th 
the i r  brother s , and frequent c ont ac t was made wi th b r o ther s  l iving 



in Port Moresby and e l s ewhere. The brothers o f  two c anoe owner s  
we re liv ing in t h e  Koke -B adili area , and vi s i ts were frequently 
exchanged b e tween the pairs  of b rothers and the i r  f�ilie s . The 
following is a b r i e f account of s uch a rela t i onship . 

2 7  

B ' s  brother l ived wi th hi s wife and ch ildren in  an emp loye r ' s  
compound , h a l f  a mile from the s e t tlement. Ac c ompanied by the i r  
wives and children the brothers  cons tantly exchanged vi s it s . When­
eve r B ' s  brother quar re l l ed wi th h i s  wi fe , he s lep t in B ' s  canoe. 
They als o became drunk toge ther , and the i r  re l a t i onship was 
punc tuated b y  frequent quarrels , One b ro ther , for  example , ac cus ed 
the · s on of the othe r o f  caus ing his own s on to play t ruant from 
s chool . A serious quarrel which took p lac e after  I le f t  the s e t t le­
ment was ended by a forma l reconc i l iat i on . In acc ordance wi th 
cus tom the b r o the r s  b ough t a p ig wh ich was killed and eaten.at a 
meal wh ich the fami l i e s  shared, 

Many canoe owner s  were regularly vis i ted by the i r  brothers who 
l ived out s ide Por t Moresby. One man from Alukuni went  frequently 
to  Port More sby to s ell fish . When he d id s o  he b rough t h i s  
brother , a c anoe owner , a load o f  fi rewood wh ich the l a t t e r  s old 
in small bundle s for 2 0  c e nts a bundle. Another man c arr ied 
pas s enge rs  and goods in a na t ive-owned truck b e tween Hula and Port 
More sby at leas t onc e a we ek . Wheneve r he did so he s t aye d wi th 
h i s  brother in h i s  c anoe , and gave h im food from the vi llage . 

The res idents  we re members  o f  patrilineal s oc i e t i e s  in wh i ch 
mal e  s iblings t r ad i ti onally c o-operated in  s uch ac t ivi t i e s  as 
fishing and gardening , and the c ontent of s ibling r e l a t i onships  
contained  a large e lement of  utili ty . C lo s e  and regula r  c ontac t 
b e tween brother s was expected  and the relati onship c an a l s o be 
as s umed to include a s t rong a f fe c t ive e l ement . 

Uti l i ty p laye d a more important p ar t  in c aus ing c ontac t s  t o  be  
made be twe en more d i s t ant kin , al though the ob l i gat ion to  as s is t  
each o ther rema ined s t rong . The re appeared t o  b e  l i t t l e vis i t ing 
for the s ake of maintaining c ontac t , exc ep t  in  s uch spe c ial  c ircum­
s tanc e s  as the b i r th of a ch ild . I f  individua ls  needed he lp they 
could  choos e b e tween a number o f  re l a tives ; when , for examp le , they 
were s eeking hosp i tali ty in Por t Moresby. 

Re lat ives l iving within the s e t t lement c ons tantly  as s i s ted each 
othe r to overc ome the prob lems of d aily li fe and in th i s  the i r  
behavi our d i f fe red li t tle from tha t o f  ne ighb ours.  They we re a l s o  
obliged to  give as s is t ance when more s e r i ous prob l ems occurred , 
s uch as the nee d  t o  r ai s e  money to p ay a f ine imposed  by a cour t 
of  law .  During the dome s t i c  dispute de s c r ibed be l ow , l one c anoe 
owne r gave the canoe owner ( a  d i s tant agna t ic kinsman) inv o lved in  

1 See  p,3 2 . 



Table 5 

Budgets of three households at Badili canoe settlement: 25-31 October 19 65 

1. D's household 

Income 

A. £!m 
1 .  Cash in hand 
2. Income from employment 
3 .  Other income: daughter's wages 
4. Transfers: 

(a) wife's fathe�'s mother's son 
(b) brother's daughter 

5. Excess of outlays over income 

Total cash income 

B .  Kind 
�Transfers - food 

(a) researcher 
{b) neighbour 

2 Transfers - other 
Totai kind income 
Ad-d .cash income 

Total income 

2 .  E's household 

A. Cash 
1. Cash in hand 
2 .  Income from employment 
3. Other income 
4. Transfers: from sister's husband 

for looking after child 
5. Excess outlays over income 

Total cash income 

0 . 40 
0 . 5 0  

1.50 
0.40 

$ 

3,38 
5 . 10 

15.00 

0 , 90 
0.00 

24.38 

1.90 
0 00 
1.90 

24.38 

26 . 28 

3�21 
o.oo 
o.oo 

2 . 00 
9.47 

14 . 68 

Outlays 

1. Indigenous food 
2. Imported food 
3 .  Clothing· 
4. Household goods 
5. Tobacco 
6. Betel 
7. Beverages (soft drinks) 
8. Transfers to neighbour 
9. Other expenditure 

10. Excess income over outlays 
Total cash outlais 

1. Transfers - cooked food to researcher 
2 .  Goods consumed 

Total kind outlays 
Add cash 011t lays 

Total outlays 

1. Indigenous food 
i. Imported food 
3. Clothing 
4. Household goods 
5 .  Tobacco 
6. Betel 
7 .  Beverage (soft drinks) 
8. Transfers 
9. Other expenditure 

Total cash outlays 

$ 

1 . 15 
4.14 
2.10 
0 . 35 
1,00 
1.17 
0.15 
0.20 
0.00 

14.12 
24.38 

0.10 
1.80 

·l . 90 
24.38 

26.28 

5 . 80 
5.10 
1 . 20 
o.oo 
0.91 
0.50 
1.17 
0 . 00 
0.00 

14 . 68 



B .  Kind 
-r:---T ransfers - food 

( a )  New Guinea v is itor 
(b) S on 
( c )  Neighb our 

2 ,  Trans fers - o t her 
(a) Betel from s on 

T o tal kind income 
Add cas h income 

T otal inct>me 

3 ,  F ' s  household 

A .  C ash 
1 ,  Cash in hand 
2 .  Income from emp loyment 
3 .  Other income 
4 . Transfers 
5 .  Exces s out l ays over income 

from s avings bank) 

T o t a l  cash income 

B .  Kind 
1 .  T rans fers - fo od 

( drawn 

( a) b rought by father from vi l lage 
( b )  given by wi fe ' s bro ther 

2 .  T r ans fers - other 
( a) betel b rought by father 
(b) s hoes given by wife ' s  bro ther 

T o t al kind income 
Add cas h income 

T o tal income 

5 . 8 9 
1 , 3 1 
0 . 20 

5 . 9 0 
0 . 50 

0 . 10 
2 50 

7 , 40 

0 . 30 
7 . 7 0  

14 . 68 

2 2 . 38 

1 2 . 00 
1 2 , 00 

0 , 3 6 
2 , 00 

6 . 00 

3 2 , 3 6. 

6 . 40 

2 , 60 
9 , 00 

3 2 . 3 6 

4 1 . 3 6 

1 .  Transfer s  - f o od to nei ghbour 
2 .  Goods consumed 

T otal kind ou tlays 
Add cash out lays 

T o tal out lays 

1 .  I nd igenous food 
2 .  Imported f o od 
3 ,  C l othing ( baby c lothes , t o i let artic les ) 
4 .  Hou s eho l d  go ods 
5 .  T o b acco 
6 .  B etel 
7 .  Beverages 
8 .  Transfers t o  relat ive in domes tic troub le 
9 ,  Other expenditure : 

( a) ho s p ital fees 4 . 00 
( b )  bus fare 0 . 10 

10 , Exces s of income over outlays 
Total cas h outlays 

1. ' Transfers 
( a )  f o od t o  ne ighb ours in return 1 , 7 0  
( b )  f o o d  to relat ive 0 , 20 

2 .  Goods cons umed 

Total kind ou t l ays 
Add cash ou t lay s 

T otal out lays 

0 . 10 
7 , 60 

7 . 7 0  
1 4 . 68 

2 2 , 38 

0 . 00 
2 , 5 3: 
6 . Z2 
0 . 30 
0 . 5 9 
0 , 00 
0 , 00 
6 . 30 

4 . 10 
12 , 3 2 
3 2 . 3 6  

1 . 9 0  
7 . 10 

9 . 00 
32 3 6  

4 1 , 3 6  
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the d i s pute $ 6 . 30 to  expres s  h i s  symp athy and t o  help h im in the 
cris is . Thi s trans fer i s  recorded in F ' s  budge t (Table 5 ) . 

C ontac t s  wi th relat ive s living in P or t  More sby were made t o  
s e rve a p ar t i c ular purpos e . One man , for example , went to  a 
relat ive , who was employed by a building c ontrac t or , to  obtain 
s c rap t imb er for f irewood . Relat ives c oming to  Port  More sby rarely 
did s o  for the spec i f ic purp ose  o f  vi s i t ing re s idents o f  the s e t tle ­
ment but v i s i ted them dur ing the c our s e  o f  trans ac t ing other bus ine s s .  
When they did s o  they brought food to  the s e t tlement dwellers .  I f  
they s t ayed i n  a c anoe the i r  hos ts  would give them pres ents o f  money , 
which mi ght  amount t o  $ 10 or even $ 20 i f  the ir s tay was p rolonged , 
when they le f t . Such vis i t s  were made more frequently by people o f  
coas tal villages , b u t  s ince trucks have replac ed c anoes  as  the 
principal me ans of transport  in the Hood Lagoon area  (Oram 19 67b) , 
people from agr icultural villages will find i t  equally eas y t o  
vis i t  the town . l 

The extent to  which s e t tlements in Port Moresby s e rve as s taging 
c amp s for members  o f  the s ame e thnic group appears to vary . Rab i a  
C amp s e rved as  a s t aging camp fo r Purari  mi grant s c oming to Por t  
More sby (Hi tchc ock 1 9 67 : 5 2 ) . Hula coming t o  Por t  More sb y  found 
lodging wi th the i r  near e s t  relat ive s wherever they we re living , and 
the s e t tlement at  T aikone was not a s t aging camp (Oram 1 9 6 7 c ) . Un ­
related people rarely s t ayed in the c anoe s e t tlement b ut newc omer s  
would s eek the hos p i t ali ty o f  the i r  kinsmen . One b oy , who had b een 
at a s econdary boarding s chool outs ide Port  Mor e sby , was undec ided 
whe ther to re turn t o  s chool a f ter his father died . He s tayed for 
s ome we eks wi th his father ' s  eldes t brother ' s  s on ,  a c anoe owner , 
unt il he j oined the Port  Moresby Teacher Training C ollege . 

Rela t i onsh ip s were ac t ivated when the c o -operat ion o f  a group o f  
kin was requi red , f o r  example , at li fe c r i s e s . A r elat ive o f  a 
c anoe owner wi shed to  rai s e  a c ontribution from h i s  own kinsmen for 
the mortuary r i te s  of his wi fe ' s  fathe r . He b orrowed the c anoe 
owne r ' s  outboard mo tor  to earn money by s elling f i sh . The relat ive · 
was c ollec t ing contrib ut ions from all h i s  kin , and the canoe owner 
s aid  that he would la ter give him s ome money as well as lend him 
his  engine . 

All informants s a id that there was no obli gat i on to  r e t urn the 
gi fts  and s ervi c e s  o f  kinsmen : in explana t i on i t  was always s ai d  
' we are one f amily ' .  One woman frequently vi s i ted a B ad ili  c anoe 

hous ehold wi th her husband and children while her husb and was 
fi shing o f f  Por t More sby . Her mo ther and the canoe owne r ' s  father 
were s iblings . She went by air  t o  Lae in New Guinea wher e  she 

1 A road is now b e ing c ons t ruc ted whi ch will als o c onnec t the s outh ­
eas tern par t s  o f  the Hula -speaking area t o  Port  Moresby . 
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vi s i ted her own and her husb and ' s  kinsmen . Four days later she re ­
turned wi th $ 1 2 7  wh ich they h ad given her. A large par t  o f  the s um 
was given t o  he r by her husb and ' s  brother . She and he r relat ive s 
in the s e t tlement  s ai d  that the . money had b e en given t o  he r for no 
o ther reas on than as an expre s s ion of kinship t i es . They agreed 
that the donors would make no at temp t to  obt ain any re turn , even 
indirec tly , in the future . They s aid , howeve r ,  that she  would 
d i s tr ibute mos t  o f  the money among he r own and her husb and ' s  
relat ives . 

Trans ac t ions relat ing to  property did , howeve r , c aus e di spute s 
among kinsmen . The following i s  one example o f  s uch a d i s pute . 
G lent h i s  outb oard mo tor to two s ons o f  h i s  fathe r ' s  b r o ther who 
were l iving in the i r  v illage . They used i t  for c omme rc ial purpos es  
for two years wi thout making any return to  G for its  us e .  G asked 
for payment but they s aid  that as near kinsmen they were unde r no 
obliga t i on to  g ive i t . A fter  a violent quarrel be tween the two 
fathe rs , th e two men paid G $ 50 and re turned the motor . G cont inued 
to grumble that he had been b adly t reated . 

G regarded hi s outb oard mo tor as p art  o f  the s t ock o f  h i s  ' b us i ­
ne �s ' , and thi s and s imilar disputes may ind i c a te new at t i tudes to  
prop erty , e spec ially property o f  a non-trad i t i onal kind. D i s pute s 
ove r r igh ts to p roper ty and i t s  d i s tribu tion wer e  fr equent in the 
pas t , however ,  and it c annot be as s umed that such a d i s pu te was 
spec i fically the result of involvement in a modern ec onomi c s y s t em. 

A number o f  example s occurred o f  rec ip roc al r elat ionships  being 
maintained be tween a f f ines , and e s p ec i ally o f  a husband meet ing h i s  
obligati ons towards h i s  wi fe ' s  r elat ive s . Thes e c an b e  d ivided 
into th ree main  c a t egories : wi fe ' s  parents , wi fe ' s  full b r o thers 
and other rela t ives of the wife . 

The p arents o f  one c anoe owner ' s  wi fe we re living wi th the ir 
daughter and he r husb and , and the d aughter of  ano ther c.anoe owne r , 
with her husb and and child , we re living in h i s  c anoe. In both 
canoe s the husb ands s upported the ir wives ' parents .  Parents o f  
wives o f  three c anoe owner s  vis i ted them and s t ayed f o r  one or  two 
weeks · at a t ime . The parents o f  one woman vis i t ed her  becaus e she 
was in an advanc ed s t ate of pregnancy�  The parents of ano ther 
woman twi c e  v i s i ted  the i r  daugh ter during my s t ay b r ing ing a c anoe 
load of produc e for s ale in Koke marke t. They gave , however , li ttle 
food to thei r  d aughter  and her family . When a wi fe ' s  p arents le f t  
they would b e  g iven imported food and s ome t ime s s ums o f  money de ­
pend ing on the length o f  the i r  s t ay. 

Among the Hula -speaking groups r epres ented in the s e t tlement , 
men are exp ec ted t o  maintain close rela t i onships  wi th the i r  married 
s i s ters and the i r  husb ands . Trad i t i onally the importance o f  the 
relat ionship was exp re s s ed through a number of c eremoni al exchanges , 
and in c oas t al v illage s  men c o -ope rated in  f i sh ing ac t iv i t i es with 
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the ir s i s ters ' husb ands . The man was exp ec ted t o  watch ove r  h is 
s is ter ' s  interes t s , and her husb and was ob l i ged to  ma ke va luab le 
pre s ent s to h im from t ime t o  t ime : in Port More sby , for examp le , I 
found two c l erks who h ad no wr is t watche s because they had given 
them to the i r  wive s ' bro ther s . An inc ident oc curred dur ing my s tay 
in the s e t t lement which i l lus t rated the s trength of a man ' s  obliga ­
t i on t owards h i s  wi fe ' s  brother . 

G was a c anoe owner who s e  wi fe ' s  unmarr ied brother H l ived with 
them and the i r  thre e ch i l dren in the ir canoe . H had been cap t ain  
o f  a Papua and New Guinea s occer team and regu l ar ly p l ayed footb a l l .  
He made no at temp t  to  find work and the res i dents c ons idered him to 
be  very l azy . G grumb led frequently  ab out hav ing to keep h im .  G 
worked as a driver and be fore he le ft  Por t More sby for a week i n  
the c ourse o f  his  emp loyment h e  as ked H t o  fini s h  a doub le c anoe 
which he was making . When he c ame back and found that H had done 
no thing , he drove h i s  wi fe  and her brother from the c anoe and they 
found she l ter in the nearby hous e of a re l at ive . The next morning , 
which was a Sunday , G ' s  wi fe added fue l to  the f l ame s o f  her husband ' s  
anger by as king him why he had not fini shed the c anoe hims e l f  ins tead 
o f  going away . Rep lying that he had t o  earn money t o  food h i s  ch i l d ­
ren , h e  t ook a n  axe and de s t royed h i s  two c anoe hul l s and t h e  house 
wh ich he had bui l t  on one o f  them . A few days l ater , the fami ly , 
inc luding H ,  were l iving t ogether in a she l ter on the b each . 

When d i s cus s ing the inc i dent a number o f  re s i dents c ons ide red 
that G had ac ted f oo l i sh ly but they s ympathi s e d  wi th him for hav ing 
to keep anyone as la zy as H .  They did no t , however , gre a t ly b l ame 
H for h i s  idlenes s .  Al l agreed that G could no t s end H away be ­
caus e o f  the d i s approval  he would  incur from peop le in  hi s vi l lage . 

An examp le o f  the c onsequenc e o f  o f fend ing a f fines occurred 
short ly after  I left  the s e t t lement in December 1965. D ' s  s on 
married a g i r l  from the s ame v i l l age and app roximate ly $ 800 was 
given to the father o f  the bride . Thi s was the h i ghe s t marr i age 
p ayment eve r to  be  paid in that v i l lage . D ' s s on and his s on ' s  
wi fe went t o  l ive with h im in h i s  c anoe . When the wi fe became 
p regnant she went t o  l ive wi th her  father in the ir vi l l age . The 
wi fe ' s  two brother s frequent ly vis i ted D ' s  c anoe whe r e  they were 
given food and other g i f t s . They p layed recor ds on a gramaphone 
be longing to  D whi ch they b roke . D then s ent them away from the 
c anoe , s aying that he had ful ly paid for the ir s i s ter  as  a wi fe for 
his s on .  The two young men repor ted his b ehavi our to the i r  father , 
and the father threatened to  t ake h i s  daugh t er away from he r 
husb and . After s ome t ime , the wi fe wrote  t o  her husband and t o l d  
him that s h e  wou ld only come b ack to him i f  h i s  father and mo ther 
l e f t  the c anoe and did not re turn to  i t . D and h i s  wi fe according ly 
went to  l ive wi th a marr ied daugh te r  in ano ther c oas t a l  v i l l age . 

The rec iproc a l  na ture o f  a f final  relat ionships  was i l lus trated 
by the case  of  F ,  who had from t ime to  t ime made gi f t s  to  h i s  wi fe ' s  
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brothers . When h i s  wi fe gave b ir th t o  a ch ild , F s aid that all the 
men of hi s wi fe ' s  generation whom he called b ro ther •in-law would 
give e i the� him o r  h i s  ch ild a p re s ent . One s uch gi f t  was a pair  
o f  shoe s . which i s  entered in F ' s  budge t (Table 5 ) . 

Wh ile the b alanc e o·f the s ys tem o f  exchange s appeared t o  have 
favour ed rural vi s i tors , no one in the s e t tlement c omplained o f  the 
financ i al b urden which th i s  impos ed. One canoe owner s aid  that the 
obliga t i on to .g ive depar t ing vis i tors $ 20 or $ 30 in cash was a 
heavy burden for s omeone like hims el f  who was earning $ 1 2 a week . 
He s aid th i s , howeve r , as a mat ter o f  informa t i on rathe r than of  
comp laint . 

Relati onships with unrelate d pers ons 

Relat i onship s  which the res idents had formed with unrela ted 
pers ons r anged · from thos e based on f i c t ive kinship t o  tho s e  involv ­
ing purely c onnnercial trans ac ti ons . 

I n  the p as t , f i c t ive kinship relat ionships we re formed be tween 
members of d i f fe rent c oas t al Melane s ian -speaking groups  of the 
C entral D i s t r i c t  of P apua as a re sult of trading ac t iv i tie·s .  S ome 
o f  the s e  rela t i onships  have pers i s ted th rough three generations . 
They are o f  ec onomic importance to  members o f  groups  living i n  
Port More sby becaus e they ar e ab le to replenish the i r  f ood s upplies 
by vi s i t ing the ir fic t ive kinsmen in t imes of  need  and e spec i ally 
be fore Chr i s tmas . One example rec o rded in the s e ttlement conc erned 
B ,  whose  family had been connec ted for s everal gene rat i ons with a 
family in th e i nland village o f  Al omarupu . In the pas t Hula fisher ­
men provided f i sh and were g iven vege t able foods in exchange when 
Alomarupu gave a feas t (Oram 1 9 67b ) . B used to vi s i t Alomarupu 
frequently when he  was a small b oy . When he was c arrying p as s enge rs 
and goods i n  his c anoe b e twe en 1 9 6 3  and 1 9 65 , he obt ained vege tables 
and be tel nut from the Alomarup u family and gave them imported  food 
s uch as s ugar and r ic e  in exchange . While I was living in the 
s e t tlement ,  a widow who was a member o f  thi s  family s tayed for two 
weeks in B ' s c'anoe wi th he r th ree unmarr ied daughters . They were 
given a numbe r  of pres ent s inc luding handb ags , clothe s , household 
utens ils and a re turn fare which cos t $ 8 . 

No t all f ic t ive kinship re lat ionships  are long e s t abli shed . A 
Meke o man from the northern par t o f  the C entral D i s tri c t  living 
near the shore us ed to s trol l  a l ong the beach in the eve nings and 
one day a c anoe owner invited h im t o  have food . The re a f te r  the 
Meke o and the canoe hous eho l d  c ont inued to exchange food and o ther 
pre s ents , and the Mekeo gave the c anoe hous eho l d  be tel nut (which 
they b r ing t o  Por t Moresby by air) whenever he p as s ed b y . 

S everal canoe hous eho l d s  became involved in a form o f  relat i on ­
ship wh ich was s ole ly the p r oduc t o f  urb an res i denc e . Two young 
men from the Mumeng Sub -d i s t r ic t o f  New Guinea had at t ached 
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thems e lves t o  di ffe rent c anoes .  The r e l a t i onshi p s  had been formed 
when they wandered a l ong the beach in the evening and they became 
friendly wi th the chi l dren o f  res idents .  · They c ame down a fter work 
in the evenings , at we ekends , and s ome t imes in 'the early morning . 
They p layed wi th the older boys and marriageab le g i r l s  l iv ing in 
the s e t t lement , he lpe d . c arry out hous ehold ta� ks s uch as c ut t ing 
wood and drawing water  and ate with the hous eho lds . They wer e  
smartly dres s e d  in shirts , p re s s ed shor ts , and s ome t ime s l ong s oc ks 
and shoes . One . s ome t imes brought a small ·boy , whom one o f  the 
young s ons of the canoe owner desc ribed as h is ' friend ' . The 
s ec ond c anoe owner re ferred to ' our New Guinea boy ' .  They we re 
s ome t imes ac comp anied by three or four peop l e  fr om the s ame area , 
who s at s i lent ly on the c anoe s for an hour or mo re . 

By May 1 9 67 the number o f  relationship s be tween canoe households 
and New Guineans had increas e d . There was a young unmarr ied  man 
from Minj Sub -d i s t r i c t  l iving on one canoe . After h i s  father and 
mo the r had died , he went to work on a rubbe r  p l anta t ion on the 
S oge ri  P lat eau to the eas t o f  Port More sby . He ran away from work 
because , he s aid , he was b eaten and ill -treated in o the r ways by a 
European , and the b ro ther o f  the c anoe owne r , who was a foreman in 
the plantat ion fac t o ry , t ook him to l ive in  his home. After  s ome 
months he went to l ive on the c anoe and found emp loyment in a 
bake ry . 

A young New Guinea man regular ly v i s i ted  ano ther c anoe . He c ame 
from the Go roka S ub -d i s t r i c t  o f  the Centra l High l and s D i s t ric t and 
was emp l oyed in the beerhal l near the s e t t lement . He used  to 
wander along the be ach but no one o ffe red him any food . One day 
he told  the canoe owne r and h i s  wi fe that they were h i s  ' Mannna and 
Papa ' . They thereupon gave him food and c ont inued to do s o  whi l e  
h e  brought  food and o ther presents  i n  return . 

The se re lat ionships  involved frequent e c onomi c exchange s .  The 
res ident s supp l ied the New Guineans wi th food and the s e rvice  of 
c ooking i t . They als o provided she l ter and c omp any in  le i s ure 
hours . In re turn the New Guineans gave the canoe owners b ags o f  
f l our , and a gi ft  o f  food valued a t  $ 5. 8 9 i s  inc luded in E ' s 
budge t. They a l s o  gave the c anoe dwe l le r s  s uch art i c le s  as torche s 
and l e f t  their  trans i s tor  radios  in  the c anoe s . 

The rai s on d ' e tre o f  the s e  r e l at ionship s requires  c are ful examina ­
t ion. After hearing a p as s er -by making an ob s c ene s ugge s t i on about 
one of the New Guinea men ' s  intent ions t owards the daughter  of a 
canoe owner , I c ons idered the pos s ib i l i ty that the aim o f  the New 
Guineans was to  e s t ab l i sh mar i ta l  or extra -mar i tal  re l a t ionships  
with the ado l e s cent gir ls  who were l iving in each o f  the four 
canoe s conce rned. C er tainly marr i ages occurred b e tween New _ Guinea 
men and c oas t a l  Papuan women . I no ted s eve ral examp les  . in  Port  
More sby o f  Papuans accep t ing advance payments for a g i rl from a New 
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Guinea  man , whom s ub s equently the girl  did n o t  marry . The father 
or guardi an then tried t o  avoid  p aying b ack the money to the New 
Guinean . The b rother o f  a c anoe owner was invol ved in a di spute 
caus ed by a p ayment of thi s  kind , and the c anoe owner h ims e l f  was 
accused by a woman res ident o f  fai l ing

. 
to pay b ac k  money p aid in 

s imi l ar c i rcums t ance s . l A number o f  d i s putes a l s o aros e becau s e  
New Guineans married P apuan women an d t ook them away from Port 
More sby wi thout c omp le t ing the marriage exchange s .  P apuan in ­
formants c ons ide red that New· Guineans tried  t o  ob tain wive s cheap ly 
wi thout making ful l p ayments for them . 

Re s idents wi th whom I d i s c us sed  the s e  r e l a t ionship s , inc lud ing 
tho s e  who had not formed any friendship s wi th New Guineans , deni ed 
that e i ther p ar t ie s  h ad any ul terior  mo tive s beyond the obvious 
bene f i ts whi ch the re l a t ionsh ips p roduced . The New Guineans , who 
were s ingle men l iv ing in l ab our compounds , were ab l e  to  re lax in 
a fami ly atmosphe re and enj oy we l l  c ooked  food. The c anoe r e s i ­
dent s we re l i ke ly t o  gain financ ially from the goods which the 
vis i tors b�o�ght· � On 6ne occ as i on in d i s c us s ion the s e  re l at i onship s 
we re de s c rili"e'd' in f i c t ive kinship terms . The value s involved in 
the exchange s appear to be tho s e  of ' balanc ed rec iproc i ty ' .  

Res idents were frequently involved in c omme rc i a l  trans ac tions 
with peop le wi th whom they had formed no previous re lat ionship , 
and the s e  trans ac t i ons frequent ly led to d i s pute s . Two examp le s  
occurred c oncerning the s a l e  o f  c anoe s . A c anoe owner agreed to  
pay $ 80 for a c anoe hul l  for whi ch he p aid $ 20 i n  advance .  When he 
t ook the c anoe to the beach he d i s c ove red that the hul l  was r ot ten 
under the p aint and patche s . He made s trenuous e f fo r t s  to  persuade 
the owne r to agree that he should p ay only $ 50 .  After  the owner 
threatened to t ake the mat t e r  to the As s i s tant D is t r ic t C ommi s ­
s i one r , they agreed that he shoul d p ay a t o tal  o f  $ 7 0 . Ano ther 
canoe owner b ought a smal l c anoe in p oor  cond i t i on and s ki l fully  
res tored and p ainted i t . Wheri the  former owner s aw the  re furb i shed 
canoe , he t r i ed without s uc c e s s  to  r�gain the c anoe in re turn for 
the or i ginal s a l e  p r i c e . 

· 

I rec orded s imi l ar examp le s  e l s ewhe re in P ort  More sby o f  fai l ure 
to honour an agreement b o th be tween unre lated Papuans and between 
Papuans and Europeans . Tho s e  c aus ing the di spute r e l ied  on the 
s t rength of the i r  p o s i t ion to  ob tain bet ter  terms for thems e lves , 
i rrespec t ive o f  the original agreement . Equa l ly wi th d i s p ut e s  
be tween kinsmen , the s e  d i s putes  were no t the p roduc t o f  a n  urban 
envi ronment and they a l s o  occur in We s tern s oc ie t ie s . F ai lure o f  
Papuans t o  honour agreeme nts , howeve r ,  oc curs s u f f i c iently fre ­
quently t o  c aus e mi s t rus t o n  the part  o f  expatri ate s i n  deal ing 
wi th Papuans . 

1 S e e  p . 3 7 . 
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Ne ighbourhood 

C o -opera t i on was clo s e  be tween members  of e ach o f  the three 
c lus ters into wh ich the s e t t lement was d ivided . I t  was c l os e s t  
be tween the Alukuni hous eholds bec aus e the men co -op er ated in 
fi sh ing . One Alukuni man who owned an outboard mot or . o f ten towed 
one or two c anoe s behind h im .  H i s  wi fe and the wi fe o f  ano ther 
c anoe owne r we re s i s ters  and no return was made by the s e cond 
c anoe owne r for th i s  s e rvice . O ther Alukuni who we re he lped in 
th i s  way rep aid him wi th sma ll g i f ts o f  f ood , b e te l nut and 
tob acco . 

There was als o  frequent contac t  and c o -opera t ion b e tween the 
di f fe rent c lus ters . The Hula , who were members  of the s ame tribe  
as  the Alukuni and als o  had c lo s e  t i e s  wi th the agricul tur al 
vi l lage s of the Hood Lagoon area , linked the d i f fe rent c l us te r s  
t oge ther . A s  res ident s  p as s ed up and down the l ine o f  c anoe s , 
they s topped t o  chat wi th the occupant s ,  d i s cus s ing the i r  c arpentry 
and exchanging news . The res ident s t reated the small out r igge r 
canoes  pos s e s s ed by e ach hous ehold as common .property and took 
them wi thout ob taining p e rmi s s i on from the i r  owne r s . When l arge 
c anoe s  were l aunched or drawn up onto the beach a l l  avai l ab le men , 
women and children helped t o  pull them . There was a l s o  c ons t ant 
cont ac t and c o -operat i on b e tween immediate ne ighbour s . They helped 
t o  look a f ter e ach o ther ' s  children and per formed o the r s e rv i c e s , 
and s upp l ied  e ach o ther wi th sma l l  quant i ti e s  o f  food and c i gare t t e s  
when they ran short . When G quarre l led with hi s wi fe ' s  b rothe r , 
E ' s wi fe s ent the hous ehold a d i sh o f  food in s ympathy and G ' s  wi fe 
s ent food in re turn two days later . B oth the se trans ac t ions are 
entered in E ' s  budge t (Tab l e  S ) . 

The Go i la l a  canoe owner and h i s  brother , however ,  h ad l i t t le 
c ontac t wi th the o ther  r e s ident s  o f  the s e t t lement . They reach�d 
the road by a footpath leading direc t ly from the i r  c anoe and rar e ly 
chat ted t o  members  o f  othe r  hous ehord s . They as s oc iated  main ly 
wi th members  of the i r  own e thnic group who vi s i ted them . The wi fe 
of the Goi lala canoe owner interac ted wi th her immediate ne i ghbours 
but becaus e she was unpopul ar for reas ons d i s c us s e d  b e l ow , l her 
c ontac t s  were l imi t ed . Wh i le the Goi l a la men had l i t t l e c ont ac t  
wi th o the r memb e r s  o f  the s e t t lement , a t t i tudes towards them we re 
friend ly  and the Goilala c anoe owner was described as a ' qui e t , 
good man ' . 

Apar t from the dome s t i c  d i s turb ance des c ribed on p . 3 2 , the only 
threat to  the peace o f  th e s e t t lement was c aus ed b y  J ,  the wi fe of 
the Goi lala  c anoe owner .  She had al ready c aus ed  troub l e  b e fore I 
went t o  l ive in the s e t tlement , and re s ident s s aid that they had 

1 . 
S e e  p . 3 7 .  
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repor ted her behavi our t o  the D i s tr i c t  O f f ice . Another c anoe owner 
had agreed that h i s  daugh ter should marry a member o f  J ' s  husband ' s  
group , but the marr iage did not take plac e . The c anoe owner s aid 
that he had re funded the money which had b e en given him but J c on­
t inued to  abus e him. S everal quarrels arose  during wh i ch the 
par t ie s  shouted at e ach other late into the ni gh t . Dur ing a day ­
time quarrel a res i dent called the polic e , and within  half -an-hour 
o f  h i s  d o ing s o  J had b oarded a c anoe bound for her own v illage . 
She returned three we eks later after , s ome res idents s aid , her 
bro ther had hit her ove r the he ad with a s tick . She c ontinued to 
caus e t rouble . A c anoe owner reported her to the . poli c e  a f te r  she 
had acc us ed h i s  daugh te r  and ano ther g irl o f  running a f ter men , but 
the police took no ac t ion. She later th reatened the Alukuni wi th 
sorcery becaus e she ob j ec ted to the i r  paying the hous e owne r for 
the ir drinking wa ter wi th f i sh ins tead of money . She felt that · 

thi s might endange r her own s upply o f  f i sh . Thi s  c aus ed  a fur ther 
quarrel � 

The res iden ts  had evolved no machinery for dealing wi th a p roblem 
s uch as that pos ed by J ,  who was probably p s ychologically unbalanced . 
The ir only r e s ource was to c all in the author i t i e s . 

Church membership 

The only ac t ivi t i e s  in whi ch re s idents  j oined as a group were 
tho s e  whi ch re s ulted from the i r  member ship o f  the P apua Ekale s ia . 
E ach urban v illage has i ts own p as t or and church and there are two 
mi s s ions wi th E urop ean mi s s ionaries  in  charge . The mi s s ion at Koke , 
which minis t e r s  to the needs  o f  the mi grants liv ing i n  the town , i s  
s ta f fed b y  a Papuan pas tor a s  well a s  b y  a European mi s s ionary . 
The pas t or c ame from a v illage in the Hood Lagoon area and s e rved 
for s eve ral year s at Hula unt il he was trans ferred to  Koke in 1 9 63 . 

When I b egan t o  live in the s e t tlement , only two men regularly 
at tended s ervi c e s  at Koke Church . E ,  who had been a lay -pas tor  
unt il he c ame t o  Port  More sby , aided by one o f  the  res i dent s  wh o 
was a deacon , organ i s ed the s inging o f  reli gious s ongs and held 
church s ervices  on the beach on Sundays . The s e  followed c los ely 
the form o f  s e rvice in v illage .churche s .  There was a chairman who 
c onducted the s ervice , and d i f fe rent p eop le read le s s ons , s aid  
praye r s  and gave short  addre s s e s . Nearly the whole populat ion of  
the s e t tlement at tende d in the i r  be s t  clothe s , men and women 
s i t t ing apart on the

. 
s and . S ome t imes the pas t o r  from Koke took 

the s ervi ce . On one o cc as ion a European mi s s ionary from the Hula ­
speaking are a  c ame to  the b e ach at tended by a numbe r  o f  leading 
Papuan church memb e r s  living in Por t More sby (Plate 7 ) . 

C ons ide rable e f fo r t s  were made by Papuan church leader s  to 
ens ure that church members  s tayed with in the fold . All the res i ­
dent s excep t the Goilala people had been brought up as members  o f  
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the Papua Ekal es ia . One re s ident was a n  unb e l iever on princ ip l e , 
al though he at tended the service s on the be ach . He s a i d  that he  
agreed wi th the v iews o f  his  former European emp l oyer , who s aid 
that Europ eans ' true god was money , and that he fe l t  that thi s  
a l s o  app l i ed t o  Papuan pas tors.  Cons iderab le p re s sure was brough t 
to  bear on h im to s tay within the church fold . On one S unday the 
Koke pas tor conduc t ed the service at the s e t t lement and the l ead ing 
local gove rnment counc i l lor o f  the man ' s  v i l l age a t t ended i t . The 
counc i l lor s a id that as the re s ident ' s  grand fa the r had been one o f  
the fir s t  Papuan mi s s ionary teachers  i n  the Gul f  o f  P apua , h e  should 
be  ashamed no t to  be a church member . The p as t or threatened h i s  
fami ly wi th i l lne s s  and hims e l f wi th he l l - fi re when he d i ed . 

Church member ship had important ec onomi c consequence s .  A migrant 
l iving in Port Mo re sby may be s imul t aneous ly involved in  three d i f ­
fe rent church organi s a t ions and pay sub s c r ip t ions t o  e ach : the 
church in h i s  own v i l l age ; the church at Koke ; and the church 
organi s a t ion in the s e t t lement in wh i ch he i s  l iving . The re s ident s 
o f  a Hula s e t t lement c a l culated that they paid $ 3 6  a ye ar in  chu rch 
dues . The se dues were no t ye t being paid in the B ad i l i  c anoe s e t t le ­
me nt (wi th the except ion o f  the Alukuni and some othe r s  who paid 
due s to  the ir vi l lage churche s )  but  res idents we re as ked t o  c on­
t ribute one or two shi l l ings a f ter each s e rv ice . After  e ach s e rvice , 
one o f  the re s idents  in co -operat ion wi th members  o f  h i s  vi l lage 
group p rovided a ' tab le ' (P late 8 ) . Th i s  cons i s ted o f  tea  w i th 
s ugar and b i s cui t s  or  b re ad . The re was s ome t imes r i c e  and t inned 
fi sh. One duty o f  church members  was to give food to the Koke 
pas tor , whose  cash income was l ow .  On one occas ion church l eade rs  
at  Koke arranged for two fema le res ident s t o  c o l lec t f ood for the 
pas tor from othe r re s ident s and from church membe r s  l iving in the 
B adi li area . 

The gatherings at  chur ch s e rvices  p rovided the only forum at 
wh ich mat ters  of general intere s t  we re d is c us sed . At one mee t ing , 
for examp le , the dr inking o f  a lcohol by church members  was con­
s idered . The P apua E kale s i a d i s courage s i t s membe r s  from dr inking 
a l coho l and in s ome Hula -speaking v i l lage s the . loc a l  church 
vigorous ly opp o s e s  i t . The cons ens us of op i nion at the mee t ing 
was that church members  should no t dr ink in pub l ic , for examp le , 
in  l i censed bars . I f  they drank in  the i r  own hous e s , howeve r ,  this 
was a mat ter for the i r  own cons c iences , p rov ided that they did no t 
caus e a d i s turbanc e . The s ame op inion was exp re s s ed in p r ivate 
d i scus s ion a f ter the mee t ing . Church ac t iv i t i es in the s e t t l ement , 
howeve r ,  we re much more l imi ted than in the vi l lage s or  in the Hula 
s e t t lement at  Taikone . This was a re f l e c t ion of th e d ive rse origins 
o f  the res ident s . Whe re membe r s  o f  a s ing l e  vi l lage group , s uch as 
the Hu la , l ive toge ther in an urban s e t t lement , they organi s e  a 
large number o f  s oc ia l  ac t ivi t ies  conne c ted with the church , but a 
s ense o f  corp ora te uni ty was no t yet  s uf f ic ient ly deve loped i n  the 
s e t t lement for th i s  to be done . 
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Plate 7 .  A f t e r  a church s e rvi ce : re s ident s and v i s i tors . 
The bee rhall i s  in the background 

Plate 8 .  After a church service : the ' table ' 
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Although the res idents belonged to  a wide spread church organi s a ­
t i on , membership d id no t involve them in c ontac t s  w i th members  o f  
o the r urban group s . There was n o  increase of  at tendance at  s e rvices 
at Koke Church ; and as I have no ted els ewhere (Oram 1 9 6 7 c ) , s uch 
at tendance involved li t tle c ontac t wi th members o f  othe r village 
groups . Church membe r s  at the B adili c anoe se t tlement we re invited 
to  at tend s e rvices  at  the canoe se t tlement at  Koke and at the Hula 
s e t tlement at T aikone , but thi s only brough t them into contact wi th 
people from the ir own language area . 

The work s i tua t i on 

C ontac t s  made during employment were the d i re c t  result o f  urban 
res idence . They we re made with Europ eans and wi th p eople from 
d i f fe rent parts  o f  Papua and New Guinea . The occupat ions o f  men 
re s ident in the s e t tlement are s e t  out in Table 6 .  

T able 6 

Occupa t i ons of men living in B ad ili canoe 
s e t tlement  in September 1 9 65 

Occupa t i on 

C arpenter 
C anoe c rew/ research wo rker* 
C ontrac tor  - drainer** 

' '  - s tonewall** 
I I  - painte r** 

Domes t i c  s e rvant 
D r iver 
F i sherman** 
O f fice  cleane r 
Plant operator  
Public s e rvant ( s tudent a t  Admini s trat ive C ollege)  
S torekeepe r / c roc odile -skin curer 
S t onemas on 
Unemployed 

T o t al 

* Employed by me . 
** S elf -employed . 

Number 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 1  

All the men who were working were employed i n  the B ad ili  area 
wi th two excep t i ons . One was a contrac t o r  who went to  work by bus 
and one man was prov ided wi th t rans p o r t  by h i s  employe r s . 

With the excep t ion o f  the two Go ilala men ,  who were employed as 
a domes t ic s e rvant and as an o f f ice cle aner , and the one unemploye d 
man , all the men in the s e ttlement we re doing work wh ich demanded 
s ome educ a t ion and s kill . The s e cond o ff i ce cleaner als o d id s ome 
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c l er i c a l  work . The p lan t operator had been given s p ec i al training 
and was high ly s ki l led. The maj or i ty o f  the rema inder we re ve r s at i le 
and had achieved l imi ted exp e r t i s e  in a number o f  occup a t i ons : one 
man , a f te r  s e rving in the p o l ice band , had worked as  a p a inter and 
then as a carpent e r , and was currently bui ld ing a dry s tone terrace 
on c ontrac t .  The o ff ice c leaner whose wo rk hi s tory is de s cr ibed 
ab ove , 1 and my canoe c rew had p rev ious ly been emp l oyed as carpenter s ,  
and mos t  o f  the men i n  the s e t t lement could have ob tained emp loyment 
as carp enters  if they so wished . 

Ten out o f  the twenty -one men we re se l f -emp loyed , but the high 
p roport ion was due to the inc lus ion of s ix p r o fe s s iona l fi shermen 
who would no t be found in any o the r urban s e t t lement . S e l f ­
emp loyment was cons idered b y  a l l  informants  to  b e  the ide a l  way o f  
earning an income . Three men then in wage emp loyment had p rev ious ly 
been s e l f -emp l oyed ; and the s torekeeper / c rocod i le -skin curer hoped 
to  e s tab l i sh h i s  own bus ine s s  of shoo t ing c roc od i l e s  and cur ing the 
s kins. 

Mo s t  of the re s idents we re in the P apuan mi ddle to upper  income 
bracke t s . I nc ome s from emp loyment var ied great ly . Dur ing the week 
D ' s  budge t was rec orded (Tab le 5 ) , he only earned $ 5 . 10 from s a l e  
o f  f i s h  b u t  we athe r c ondi tions we re b ad. The fi sherme n c l aimed 
that they s omet ime s earned as much as $ 20 a week from f i shing , bu t 
exchange s o f  f i sh for b owls  o f  flour and rice  within the s e t t lement 
made c a lculat ion o f  the i r  cash income from thi s  s ource d i f f icul t . 
Only one man had a forma l contrac t but he le ft  the s e t t lement 
be fore I could record de t a i l s . The remainde r of tho s e  de s c r ibed 
as contrac tors were p aid  acc ord ing to p iece -wo rk rates , whi ch they 
d i s tributed among tho s e  who we re worki ng wi th them . The man who 
was wo rking on the s t one wa l l  s a id that he retained $ 20 a week for 
himse l f. The h i ghe s t  individua l wage was $ 2 3 a week e arned by the 
p l ant operator and the lowe s t  was $8 e arned by one of the o f f ice 
c l eaners.  Wage s of many emp l oyees  var ied c ons iderab ly acc ording 
to the amount  o f  ove r t ime wo rked. The p lant operator , who wo rked 
long hours , s aid that he frequently  rece ived as much as $ 2 0 in  
ove rt ime. 

Only one woman was in wage emp l oyment in  19 65. She was D ' s  
daughter  and she worked a t  the fish free zer  at  Koke marke t . I t  was 
owned by a member o f  a r e l i gious s e c t  who on p rinc ip le d i s t r ib uted 
p ar t  o f  the pro fi t among hi s emp l oyees. As indicated in D ' s  budge t 
(T ab l e 5 ) , she rece ived $ 1 5 wh i ch was a h i gh wage for a woman. She 
married s ome months a f ter I le f t  the s e t t lement and c eased to be 
emp loyed. In  1 9 6 7 , howeve r ,  e i gh t  gi r l s  from the s e t t lement we re 
working in a l arge s t ore at Koke. 

1 See p. 2 0 .  
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The nature o f  the i r  emp loyment , s uch as c arpentry for examp le , 
b�ough t s ome o f  the re s idents into c l ose contac t wi th a l imi ted 
group of peop le . The contrac tors worked wi th re lat ives or members 
o f  their _own vi l l ag.e group . The s tone wal l  cont rac tor emp l oyed two 
re lative s and two men from his  own vi l l age . One carp enter was 
working on a bui lding for a rel igious s e c t  on wh i ch five men were 
emp loyed . The maj or i ty of the res i dents ' fe l l ow emp loyee s came 
from the C entra l D i s t r i c t  but inc luded s ome men from the Gul f o f  
Papua and e l s ewhere . Contac t s  among members o f  di ffe rent groups  
we re fri end ly and res ources were o ften pooled t o  buy tea and food 
for the midday b reak . Dr ive rs , howeve r ,  were involved in a large 
number of c a s ual  c ontac t s . Few re lat ionship s formed during working 
hours we re maintained a fter working hour s . The as s oc ia t i on formed 
by two re s idents who we re working t oge the r on a p lant at ion i s  
de s c ribed ab ove . l They were , howeve r ,  r e l ated and were working in 
i s o la t i on , and there are many ins t ance s in Por t More sby of men 
working _toge ther in i s olated p laces away from the ir home s who 
formed c lo s e  fri endship s . A number o f  migrant gr oup s were a l l owed 
to e s tab l i sh  thems e lve s on v i l l age land becaus e o f  s uch fr iendships . 
One canoe owne r , · however , t augh t  a young man from the S outhern 
High lands D i s t r i c t  of Papua how to  paint a house . The young man 
frequent ly vis i ted the ca·noe , b ringing presents  and rec e iving food 
in re turn . 

A s i tuat ion occur red in  the s e t t lement whi ch was the re sul t o f  
a re lationship formed b y  two men working toge ther . Whi le D ' s  s on 
had been l iv ing in h i s  fathe r ' s  canoe he had become fr i endly at  
work wi th a man from ano ther Hula -speaking v i l l age . Th i s  man had 
marr ied a woman from the Kai ruku Sub -d i s t r i c t  ( s ee Map 2 ) . D ' s  
s on and h i s  friend were s ertt by their  f i rm to work e ls ewhe re , and 
the fri end le f t  h i s  wife in Port  More sby in the c ar e  o f  h i s  fathe r . 
One day the wi fe arrived at D ' s  canoe and asked t o  be  a l lowed to 
s tay wi th him . She s a id th at she was fr ightened becaus e her 
fathe r - in - l aw ' had tr ied to pu l l  o f f  her b l anke t s  at  nigh t ' .  D 
atl owed he r to s tay and she was s t i l l  wi th him two weeks l ater when 
I l e ft . D was annoyed at the woman ' s  int rus ion but the re lation ­
ship b e tween t h e  woman ' s  husband and D ' s  s on made i t  impos s ib l e  for 
him not t o  o ffer her hos p i t a l i ty . 

As a result  o f  the na ture o f  the ir emp loymen t many o f  the res i ­
dents  came in frequent contac t wi th Europeans who emp l�yed them or 
who were in charge o f  them . The owner o f  the s tore  c ame to  the 
beach out of worki ng hour s to  s ee h i s  emp loyee ; and a t ransport  
supervi s or frequen t ly c ame down to  the beach to d i s c us s  the d r iver ' s  
i t inerary . Whi le there were a number o f  examp les  in  the Hula s e t t le ­
ment at  Taikone (Oram 1 9 67 c ) , no examp l e s  occurred in the B ad i l i  

1 S ee p . 2 0 . 
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s e t t lement of Europ eans and res idents j oining in l e i s ure ac t ivi t i es  
s uch as shoot ing and fishing . Only one examp l e  occurred o f  an 
a t temp t by Europeans to ma intain a re l a t i onship out s i de the work 
s i tuat i on : three s l i gh t l y  drunk Europeans t r ied to pers uade a 
former emp l oyee among the res ident s to go home wi th them to  have a 
party . A Papuan vi s i t or s i t t ing in  my c anoe remarked that  they 
we re p rob ab ly a f te r  women . One indicat i on o f  the nat ure o f  th e 
r e l a t ionsh ips be tween P ap uan emp loyees  and the ir European super ­
vi s ors  i s  that a l l  ma les  in  the s e t t lement , inc l uding sma l l  boys , 
had a f luent and accurat e  knowl edge o f  Eng l ish swear wo rds . 

In c ontras t to  the lack o f  ob l i gat ion t owards s t range r s  wi th 
whom they were involved in commercial  trans ac t ions , the re s iden t s  
appeared to  fee l an ob l i gation to  do adequate work i n  re turn for 
the i r  wage s . Thi s  was indic ated both by the ir op inions and by 
the i r  ac t i ons : they were rare ly ab sent  from work unl e s s  forced t o  
s tay away b y  s ome ove rrid ing ob l ig a t i on s uch a s  the death o f  a 
re lat ive . The re are a number o f  p o s s ible  e xp l anat ions for the ir 
at t i tude . P l enty o f  work was avai lab l e  for ski l led workmen and 
there appeared to be l i t t le fear o f  dismi s s a l . The mi s s i on may 
have incu lcated the importance o f  working hard , and s t ric t enforc e ­
ment o f  ear ly l ab our l e g i s lat ion ral a t ing to  indentured l ab our may 
a l s o  have ins t i l l ed a respec t for work . I t  i s  mo re p robab le , how­
ever , that the respons ib le nature o f  the i r  work and a fee l ing of 
craft smanship , comb ined wi th frequent fac e - t o - face contac t wi th 
the i r  emp loyer s ,  were the main determinan t s  of the i r  a t t i tude . 

The Admini s t ra t i on 

As I have shown e l s ewhere (Oram 1 9 6 7 c ) , the ac t ivi t i e s  o f  the 
Adminis tration imp inge very l i t t le on the indi genous inhab i t ants 
of  Port Moresby . There are few gove rnment agent s  be low the town 
headquar ters  l eve l , and in 1 9 65 the B adi l i  c anoe s e t t l ement was not 
inc luded wi thin  the b oundar ies  o f  a local government  c ounc i l . 
Res ident s rare ly  c ame into c on tac t wi th gove rnment o f f i c i a l s . They 
we re , however , invo lved with pub l ic author i t ie s  in three ways . They 
paid the i r  t axe s  to the i r  rura l local  counc i l s ; th ey l ooked  to the 
Admini s trat ion t o  maintain l aw and order ; and they b ene fi ted from 
government heal th and educ a t ional s ervices . 

The v i l lage s from which the maj or i ty o f  res idents c ame were 
wi thin the j ur i s di c t ion o f  e i ther the R i go or Marsha l l  Lagoon local 
gove rnment c ounc i l s . C ounc i l l ors pe riodic a l ly vis i ted Port Moresby 
to  try t o  co l le c t  taxes from mi grants in the t own . No c ounc i l lor  
c ame to  c o l l e c t  taxe s from res ident s of  the s e t t l ement whi le I was 
l iving the re ; but a c ounc i l lor  from a Hood Peninsula v i l lage , who s e  
re lative l ived in t h e  s e t t lement , anchored h i s  c anoe there wh i l e  he 
c o l le c ted t axe s in the town . 

The res ident s we re genera l ly law-ab id ing . The maj o r i ty o f  the 
re s ident s  d i d  no t drink a l c oho l , and drunkennes s  occurred only 
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occas iona l ly in t h e  canoe s . Re s ident s did  no t dr ink a t  t h e  beerhal l  
nearby . One res iden t was - sentenced to  thr ee months ' imp r i s onment 
for be ing dr unk and d i s order ly but the inc ident occurred e l sewhere 
in the t own . The re was no gamb l ing in the s e t t lement although at 
that  t ime it was s ti l l  r i fe among mo s t  mi grant group s . 

There were f i gh t s  at  the beerhal l eve ry weekend wh ich we re 
watched by the res ident s , but they were not d i s t urbed by v i o lence 
from out s ide . They l ived , however , in cons tant fear of �he ft . 
They bat tened down the i r  canoe houses  at · ni gh t , and when there was 
a rumour tha t  thieves from the Gul f  D i s t r i c t  we re ab road , one cano e 
owner patrol l ed the s e t t l ement  armed wi th a s tave . No the f t s  
oc curred wh i le I was there . One res ident told  me that h e  had s een 
a shot gun be ing s to len by a ' large Kerema man ' at night but as he 
heard the gun be ing loaded , he s aid no thing for fear of be ing shot . 
The s ewing mach ine o f  one o f  the re s ident s was s t olen shor t ly 
a f ter I had le f t . On two occ as ions European and indigenous p o l ice 
chas ed p eop le through the s e t t l ement wi thout dis turb ing the res i ­
dent s . During one night , ind igenous p o l i c e  boarded the canoe s 
wi thout warning and shone torches into the hous es  in search o f  an 
ab s conded o f fende r . The res idents showed l i t t le rese ntment o f  th i s  
invas ion , a l though they grumb led becaus e the ir women o f ten s lep t 
naked in the a i r le s s  c anoe s . 

Wheneve r they we re i l l  or me t wi th an acc ident , re s i dent s 
availed  thems.e lves  o f  the free medical  t reatment provided by the 
Admini s tration . In the i r  v i l lages the London Mi s s i onary me dical  
organi s a t ion had for many years sent s e r i ous cas e s  t o  the govern ­
ment hos p i tal  at P or t  Mo resb y , and cons equently the nec e s s i ty for 
s uch treatment was acc ep ted . The wi fe of a res ident , howeve r ,  gave 
b i rth to a ch i l d  at the Roman C a tho l i c  materni ty hosp i ta l  at· Koke . 
Res idents s aid tha t they p re ferred th is  hosp i t a l  to  the gove rnment 
mat e rni ty ward , al though they had t o  p ay a s t andard fee o f  $ 4  (F ' s  
budge t , Tab l e  5 ) . F o od at the Roman -c a tho l i c  hosp i t a l was b e t ter 
than at the government ho sp i tal , and the s i s ters  _we re kinder to  
them than the gove rnment nur s e s , t reat ing them ' j u s t  l ike

_ 
E urope ans ' .  

Whi l e  mos t  o f  the households  inc luded s ome ch i l dren who were at 
s chool , p arents had l i t t le cont ac t wi th thei r  chi ld ren ' s  t eachers 
even when they we re given opp ortuni t ie s  t o  mee t  them through 
parent s ' and c i t i zens ' as s o c iat ions and through open days . When , 
for examp le , one b oy s aid that  he had b een d i smi s s e d  from h i s  
s choo l f o r  t ruancy , h i s  father was t oo s h y  to find o u t  wha t  had 
happened . S uch ab s ence o f  p arent - s choo l c ontac t app ears t o  b e  
general  i n  P o r t  Moresby and i n  o ther large urban centres i n  P apua 
and New Guinea (van der V eur and Richards on 1 9 6 6 : 7 1 ) . 

The r e s iden ts  looked to  the pol i ce for prote c t i on agains t 
violence and the ft , and to  o f f i ce r s  o f  the S ub -d i s t r i c t  O f f ic e  for 
he lp in s e t t l ing the ir d i sput e s . Few c omp la ints wer e  made agains t 
th e Admini s trat ion . Only one man , who was one o f  the b e s t  educ ated 
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men i n  the s e t t lement , b l amed the government f o r  l iv ing c ond i t ions 
in the s e t t lement , and s a id th at h i s  ch i ldren wou ld  enj oy good 
hous es  and not l ive l ike the ir father . A number of men c omp lained 
about c ond i t i ons o f  emp loyment but the ir c omp l aints we re d ir e c ted  
agains t p r ivate emp l oye rs . Ye t the  a t t i tude o f  the  res idents 
towards the government was one o f  extreme p as s ivi ty . When , for 
e xamp le , members of the pol ice forc e us ed the ir o f f i c i a l  author i ty 
agains t the brother o f  a canoe owner to  ob t ain the p ayment o f  a 
p r ivate deb t , h i s  a t t i tude was one o f  fata l i s tic  ac cep t anc e . 

There app ear to  be two reas ons for thi s p as s ivi ty : fear and a 
fee ling o f  imp o tence in  face o f  admini s t rat ive author i ty ; and lack  
of  ind igenous ins t i tut ions wh ich prov ide a buffe r  be tween them and 
the co lonial admi ni s t ration . 

I n  casual d i s cus s i ons , re s ident s frequent ly spoke with b i t terne s s  
o f  the arb i trary and h ar sh behavi our o f  government o f f icers  in  the 
pas t and e spec i a l l y  during war t ime . They a l s o  c r i t ic i s ed the rac i al 
d i s c r iminat i on that had exi s ted in the pas t . Al l agreed that there 
had been a great improvement in thes e  respec t s  dur ing the previous 
four ye ars . F rom the ir pas t experienc e , howeve r ,  app ears to  s t em 
thei r  re luc tance t o  a s s e r t  the ir r i gh t s  agains t the ac t i ons o f  
government o f f i c i al s . 

There was no admini s t rat ive ins t i tut ion in the urban area wh i ch 
s t ood be tween them and the sma l l  group o f  European o f f ic i a ls who 
admini s tered the t own ; and the re was a l s o  no trad i t ion in rura l 
areas o f  p ar t i c ipa t i ng i n  the work of  admini s t rative age nc ie s . In 
many B r i t i sh terr i tor i e s in Afr i c a  sys tems o f  nat ive au thor i t ie s  
wi th na t ive t reas ur i es , na t ive c ourts and a hierarchy o f  chie fs o r  
headmen had been e s tab l i shed shortly  a f ter the firs t wor ld war i f  
no t ear l i er . Where large t r ibal  group s  d i d  no t al r eady exis t , s uch 
ins t i tu t i ons s e rved to we ld sma l l  di sparate group s into l arge tr ibal 
ent i t ie s . The s ense  of b e l onging t o  a large and organi sed group 
gave i t s  members  a fee l ing o f  p ride and imp or tance . No ins t i tut ions 
o f  thi s  kind were e s t ab l i she d in Papua and the large s t  p o l i tical  
uni t remains the  v i l l age . Loc a l  government  c ounc i l s  were no t s e t  
up i n  the Hul a -speaking area unt i l  the late  1950s , and they have 
as ye t done l i t t le to ins t i l  a fee l ing o f  common ident i ty among the 
numerous v i l lage group s in  the i r  areas . 

Wi th the exc ep t i on o f  infrequent s ingle -s t randed c ontac t s  wi th 
gove rnment o f f i c i a l s , the r e s ident s ' lack o f  involvement wi th the 
ac t ivi ties  of governmen t was marked . 



Chap te r  4 

D i s cuss ion 

There is no way in wh ich the va lue of a to tal re l a t i onship can 
be mea s ured ; and the re lat ive value to  the - individua l  o f  one kind 
of re lat ionship c ompared wi th ano ther can only  be gue s sed  un l e s s  
the indiv idua l make s a choice  be tween them . S ome comp ar is on c an , 
howeve r ,  be  made be tween di f fe rent at tribute s  o f  var ious kind s  o f  
re lationship . I n  terms o f  content and p er s i s tence , re l a t i onships 
be tween kinsmen we re important ; and re l a t ionships  be tween p arents 
and chi ldren and be tween s iblings we re frequent whe reve r they were 
l iving . . The mo s t  frequent contac ts  were be tween ne ighbour s_ , but 
the y were no t l ike ly t o  be per s i s tent because they mi ght end when 
the peop l e  c once rned no l onger l ived in the s ame p lace . Re lation­
ship s formed at  work a l s o  involved frequent c ontac t s , but the ir 
c ontent was l imi ted and we re also  l ike ly t o  end when the i r  rai s on 
d ' e tre di s appeared . A number of at tribut e s  were uni ted in re lat ion­
ships based on church membership : they we re pers i s tent ; they involved 
frequent c ontac t s ; they  per formed the important func t i on o f  emphas i s ­
ing the s o l idar i ty o f  the res ident s as a group ; and the i r  c ontent 
inc luded b o th a f fe c t ive and ec onomic e lement s .  

A number o f  re lat ionships  were mul t ip lex . Kinsmen might work 
toge ther , and ne ighb our s migh t a l s o  be membe rs  o f  the s ame church . 

As wi th Hula  migrants  in Port Moresb y  (Oram 1 9 67 c ) , th e pat te rn 
o f  re lat ionships was not de termined by the admin i s t rat ive , indus t r i a l  
and e conomic s t ructure o f  the town , The mos t  imp o r t ant kind o f  
r e l a tionship wh ich a r o s e  from urban res idence was formed at  work , 
but c ontac t was l imi ted t o  working hours . The r e s iden t s  were not 
' j o ine rs ' ,  and excep t for the ir p re -exi s t ing church member ship , 

we re no t involved in  re l at ionships  b as ed on as s oc iation . 

There was an ec onomi c e lemen t  in the c ontent o f  a l l  re l a t i onsh ips . 
As S ah l. ins s ugge s ted , the span o f  s oc i a l  d i s t anc e in  general  c ond i ­
t i oned the mode o f  exchange : the c l o s e r  the kinship t i e , for 
examp le , the greater the ob l i ga t ion and the smal l er the expec t at i on 
o f  a direct  re turn . The ec onomi c e lement appeared t o  become in ­
creas ing ly impor tant as the span o f  s o c i a l  d i s tance increased. As 
the re s i dent s expre s s ed i t , c lose  kin fe l t  ob l i ge d  t o  ma intain 
contac t wi th e ach o ther wher ever they were l iving , and s uch c ontac ts  
were frequent . E xchange s underwrote the ir re lat ionships  rathe r than 
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c aused the c ontac t s  to be made . C ontac t s  with more d i s tant kin 
were frequently made t o  s e rve spec i f i c  ec onomi c ends . I n  exchanges 
between all blood -kin , however , genero s i ty wi thout exp e c t a t ion o f  
return was the norm: gene ralis ed  rec ip roc i t y  was the mode of  
exchange wi thin  the kin -group . 

Obligat ions and expec ta t i ons be tween af fines were more prec i s ely 
de f ined and tended towards b alanced rec iproc i ty . The p a t tern o f  
exchange s i s  built up o n  the trans fer o f  the s e rvices  o f  a wi fe , 
p ar t ic ularly her reproduc t ive s erv i ce s , t o  her husb and ' s  group , and 
the re i s  no way o f  measuring the value o f  her s e rv ices  aga ins t 
goods . The flow o f  good s was asymme t r ical and t o  the advantage o f  
the wi fe ' s  na tal group , but i t  was no t one way . While the occ as ions 
for exchange , for example the b irth of a ch ild , we re de f ined , the 
value of goods to  be t rans ferred was not . B o th par t ie s  we re ex­
pec ted to  show generos i ty in the amount of good s trans ferred . 

While s oc i al di s tance largely determined behavi our o f  p ar tner s  
i n  a rela t i onship towards each o the r , there  were many excep t i ons t o  
the no rm .  I t  would b e  ove rs impli s t ic , f o r  example , t o  sugge s t that 
kinship r ela ti onships we re always marked by value s of generos i ty . 
B e s ide s the di sputes  b e tween kinsmen over prope rty de s c r ibed above , 1 
many ins tance s occurred out s ide the s e ttlement o f  r ap ac iou s  c onduc t 
t owards kinsmen . C onver s ely , p eople b e tween whom no re c ip rocal 
rela t i onship exis ted d i d  no t always t ry to  ge t the b e t te r  o f  each 
o the r . Church in fluenc e , and pos s ibly th e growth of p oli t ic al 
awarenes s , was modi fying at t i t udes  t owards s t range r s : the s ent iment 
that ' we P apuans are brothers ' was occ as ionally exp re s s ed . The 
s ense of obligat i on involved in  employe e -employe r relat ionships has 
been no ted , 2 and ac t s  o f  generos i ty towards s trange r s  were not 
unc ommon . 

E c onomi c impli ca t i ons 

The sys t em of exchange s in wh ich the re s idents  were involved 
developed from the tradit ional ec onomi es of the i r  village group s 
wh ich were based  on the p roduc t i on .and di s t ribut ion o f  food . Thi s  
rai s e s  the que s t i on wh ether the e conomi c value s o f  the res ide nts 
cont inued t o  be  rela ted mainly t o  the tradi t i onal ec onomi e s  o f  
their  village group s i rre spect ive o f  the changed c ondi t i ons wh ich 
they expe rienc ed in  the t own . Thi s que s t i on can only b e  answe red , 
however , in terms o f  the i r  own goals . 

Web e r  ( 1 947 : 185 ) p oints out that ' economi c ac t iv i ty i s  ori entated 
to  ult imat e  ends  (F orderungen) of s ome kind , wh ether they be e thical , 
poli t i c al , u t ilitarian , hedoni s t i c , the a t t ainment o f  s o c i al d is ­
t inct ion , o f  s oc ial equali ty , o r  o f  any thing else ' .  I sugges t that  

1 S ee p . 3 1 . 
2 See p . 44 .  



the main goa l s  o f  the res ident s were t o  p lay a cred i tab le par t in 
the sys tem of relationships in wh ich they we re invo lved ; and by 
thi s means to enhanc e the ir s t atus among thos e with whom the re l a ­
t i onships had b een f ormed . They were ach ievement - orientated i n  
acc o rdance wi th the norms o f  the i r  own s oc ie ty . Thi s  s oc iety was 
ne i ther urban nor rural but inc luded a l l  the peop le , whe rever 
l iving , wi th whom an indiv idua l had formed re l at i onsh ip s , and were 
inc luded in  wha t  B arne s ( 19 67 ) cal l s  an i nd ividua l ' s  ' p e r s ona l zone 
o f  relationship s ' .  One way to  ach ieve hi gher s ta tus was by becoming 
a church leade r . One re s ident , for examp le , was ene rge t i c  in h i s  
church dut i es and was one o f  the two men who regularly attended 
s e rvic e s  in  Koke Church . Dur ing my s t ay he p reached his firs t 
s e rmon at the Hula s e t t lement at Taikone , and vo lunteered to p rovide 
a ' tab le ' . after  the Sunday service at B adi l i . O the� re s ident s s aid 
that he was asp i r ing to e le c t ion as a deac on . 

The p ar t  wh ich trans fers  and income in kind p lay in the economie s 
o f  the hous eholds  i s  i l lus trated in Tab l e  7 .  S imi l ar f i gure s have 
been p rov ided for the Purari at Rab ia C amp (H i tchc ock 1 9 67 : 98 )  and 
the Hula in Taikone (Oram 19 67 c ) . The s amp l e  is t oo sma l l  and the 
period dur ing wh i ch the b udge ts were recorded was t o o  short t o  
provide a c omp l ete p i c ture . I nc omes and out lays var ied gre at ly 
from week t o  week : they were affected , for examp le , by the arr ival 
o f  a c anoe load o f  food or of a number of vis i tors . The ba lanc e of  
trans fers i s  markedly in favour o f  the hous eho lders but ove r  a l onger 
pe r iod , as I found for the Hu la ( 19 67 c ) , they are l i kely t o  trans fer 
more money and goods to  the v i l l age s than they rece ive fr om them . 
The exchange s are unlike ly to  increase the i r  income s excep t temp o ­
rari ly . 

Tab le 7 

Trans fe rs  i n  c ash and kind , and inc omes i n  kind , as 
pe rc entage o f  t o tal  incomes o f  three households  in  

the Badi l i  c anoe s e t t lement , October  19 65 

E 
I nc ome Out lay Inc ome 

% % 

Trans fers 8 5 . 4  0 . 4  
Kind* 34 . 4  34 . 4** 

* Thi s  inc ludes t rans fer s  in kind . 
** Goods c ons umed . 

% 

9 . 8 
7 . 2 

D 
Out l ay Inc ome 

% % 

1 . 1  2 6 . 5  
7 . 2 2 1 . 7 

F 
Out l ay 

% 

19 . 8  
2 1 . 7  

The sys tem does , however , provide sho rt - and long -term s ec uri ty . 
The group o f  p e op le involved in the ne twork o f  re lat ionships  ac ted 
as a mu tual ins urance s o c i ety wh ich p rovided re l ie f  when emergenc ie s , 
gre at and sma l l , arose . He lp would be prov i ded by di f ferent 
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c ategorie s  o f  peop le acc ording to  the nature and e xtent o f  the 
cri s i s . The s ys t em a ls o  p rovi ded longe r term s e cur i ty in th e 
vi l lage s . Migrant s '  land r i gh ts were s a feguarded by thei r  kinsmen 
in the vi l l age , al though ins tance s of  s uch re lat ive s enc roaching 
on thei r  r i gh ts were recorded . They we re p rovided with hosp i ta l i ty 
when they returned to the ir vi l l ages for varying p er i ods . F ina l ly , 
they were supported b y  kinsmen in the vi l l age in o l d  age . At d i f ­
ferent pe r iods o f  the i r  l ive s they would c ontr ibut e t o , and be 
bene fic iar i e s  o f , th e favourab le balanc e which acc rued  to  the 
v i l lage s from the exchange s .  

The s ecur i t y  wh ich they gained was s oc i a l  and p s ycho l o gic al  as 
we l l  as  economi c .  The migrant c oming t o  t own was no t an i s o l ated 
individual but was invo lved in a ne twork of re lationships  wh i ch 
p rovided moral s upport in t imes o f  s t re s s , and opp ortun i t ie s  for 
s oc i al ac t iv i ties  in  his l e i sure hours . 

I n  s tud ies  o f  two urban s e t t lements  in Kampala , Uganda , S outhal l  
and Gutkind found a high de gree o f  s oc i a l  d i s o rgani s at i on , re flected  
in the high inc idenc e of  cr ime and in  the uncont r o l l ed charac ter  of  
mari t al  and s ex re lat ions . Ac c ord ing to  S outha l l  ( 1 9 5 6 : 1 0 6 ) : 
' Mob i l i ty o f  j ob and res idenc e , the local mixture o f  tribes  and 
races and the pas s age to a money and e xchange e conomy are the main 
fac tors wh ich have brought ab out change so rap i d  as to c aus e the 
breakdown of cons ensual behaviour . '  Gutkind cons ide red that two 
kinds o f  s oc i a l  c ontr o l , that exerc i s e d  b y  kin -group s  and that 
exerc i s ed by those  ho ld ing s ome degree of conc ent rated p ower , had 
broken down ( 1 9 5 6 : 2 3 1 - 2 ) . E l s ewhere S outhal l s ays that ' Where 
s i tuations are new and many of  the persons brought t oge the r in them 
previ ous ly unr e lated we mus t s ay that both s truc ture and norms are 
re lative ly l acking ' ( l9 6 1 : 18 ) . There was no evi dence of s imi l ar 
s ocial  d i s organi s a tion among res idents o f  the B ad i l i  c anoe s e t t l e ­
ment . Whi le many o f  the res idents . had formed no p revious relationships 
wi th each othe r , they were part o f  the s ame s oc ial  s ys t em .  They 
were l i t t le affe c t ed by the ' s i tuat ional change ' (Mi tche l l  1 9 6 6 : 44) 
wh ich they experienc ed  when they le ft the i r  v i l l ages to  go t o  P ort  
Moresby . T o  a great  extent s oc ial  contro l s  exe rc i s ed through kin ­
group s  and through their churche s  cont inued to operate in the t own . 

No t only the Alukuni fi shermen but ne arly a l l  the men o f  th e 
s e t t lement worked hard to achieve the ir economi c goa ls . Dur ing 
the i r  l e i s ure they worked  on c anoe s or went fishing . The i r  l ive s 
were o f  an almo s t puri tanical  s imp l i c i t y  and they s pe nt l i t t le on 
luxur ies  or c lo thes . One res ident said  that he was not p r ep ared 
t o  was te his hard earned money on drinking and gamb l ing . Mos t  o f  
the men attemp ted to  s ave money . D had s aved $ 3 00 , wh ich he kep t 
in  h i s  c anoe , t owards h i s  s on ' s marriage exchange s .  F had been 
s aving t o  s tar t his own bus ine s s  b ut his s avings were gr eat ly  
r educ ed as a result  o f  hi s wi fe ' s  conf inement . Dur ing my res idence 
E bough t  a s econd hand outboard motor for $ 90 .  Af ter  I had l e f t  
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the s e t t l ement B b ough t  a s e c ond hand 30  hundredwe i ght t ruc k for.  
$ 1 , 500 : he  paid one thi rd o f  the purchase prjce  as  a depos i t  and 
was repaying the remainder by ins talment s . He c laimed that he had 
accumul ated the amount of the depos it  from hi s own s avings without 
as s is tance from o th er s . Such s avings· were accumul a ted  in  sp i t e  o.f 
pre s s ure s from re latives to di sbur s e  them . When I had recorded E ' s 
budge t a fortni gh t  be f ore he b ough t the mo tor , he t o l d  me that he 
had balanc ed hi s budge t by drawing on h i s  s avings . He would not 
te l l  me how much they we re exc ep t  that they were sma l l . I en­
countered a s imi lar unwi l l ingnes s t o  revea l  the amount of s avings 
among other peop le who wer e  o therwis e  wi l l ing to d i s cus s the i r  
finance s  free ly , and I c onc luded tha t  they d id no t w i s h  the ir 
relat ive s t o  le arn how much they had s aved . Wh i le men wer e  ab l e  
wi th d i fficul ty to  achi eve the i r  ec onomic obj ec t ive s , thes e· ob j e c ­
tives wer e  l imited by the need t o  p lay the ir part in the exchange 
sys tem . · Th i s  may exp lain why Papuan entrepreneur s fa i led  to build 
up the ir busine s s es wi th permanent premi s e s  and o ther c ap i tal 
equipment . The re was only one indi genous enterp r i s e  in Por t 
Moresby in wh ich c ons iderab l e  cap i ta l  had been inve s ted . The 
owner s  had ach ieved this by wi thdrawing fr'om the exchange s y s t em .  
They d i d  no t emp loy members· o f  the i r  own vi l l age group s , and a 
relat ive t o l d  me that they had c aused great -

o f fenc e  among the i r  
kinsmen b y  the i r  fai lure t o  d i s t ribute the ir re s ources  among them . 

Involvement in a s e t  o f  exchange re l at ionship s based  on kinship 
there fore ac ts as a brake on the ec onomic init iat ive of the ind i ­
vidual _ b u t  provides  h im with s oc i al s ec ur i ty . Among o ther mi grant 
groups , such as the B at ak in Medan (B runer. 1 9 63 :  7 )  wit� a l onger 
tradi tion of urb an r e s idence , ind ividual s can become wea l thy above 
the ir fe l l ows and ye t p l ay the i r  par t  in the kinship sys tem .  ' Thi s  
s i tuat io.n may occur i n  Port More sby , but d i s cus � i on o f  the fac tors  
wh i ch may b ring i t  about i s  beyond the s cope o f  thi s paper . 

The t o tal  ne twork 

The peop le invo lved in the p ers ona l zone of r e l at ionships o f  
each r e s ident were t o  be  found ove r a wide geographi c  area . Two 
re s ident s , for examp le ,. were af fina l ly c onnec ted wi th two we l l ­
known P apuan p o l i tical  fi gure s :  one o f  whom came .from the Purar i 
D e l t a  in the Gul f o f  P apua t o  the nor th -we s t , and the o ther from 
the Trob r i and I s lands whi ch l i e s ome one hundred and f i f ty mi l e s  
o f f  the eas t c oas t  o f  Papua . The se we re the peop le in what B arne s 
( 1 9 67 )  cal l s  the ' p rimary zone ' o f  re la t ionship s o f  each r e s i dent -
the peop le wi th whom he or she had formed dire c t  re l a t i onship s . 
The total  ne twork in  whi ch the who le populat i on o f  the s et t lement 
was invo lved is the s um of a l l  the res i dents ' pe rs onal zone s . The 
ne two rk was dens e s t  in  Port More sby · and in the Hu la language area . 
Dens i ty dec reas ed as  i t  e xtended through the Me l ane s i an -speaking 
coas t a l  areas t o  areas beyond . Ins o far as the r e s idents had formed 
relationships  wi th p e op le l iv ing out s ide Papua and New Guinea , the 
network was ' unbounded ' (B arne s 1 9 6 7 ) . 
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The aspec t of th i s  ne two rk wh i ch is s igni f ic ant for the s o c i a l  
deve lopment o f  P ort  More sby l i es in  the p o tent i al  for  the format ion 
o f  new relationship s . The peop le who form the res ident ' s  ' s econd ­
orde r c ontac t s ' are tho s e  wi th whom peop le in  hi s p rimary zone had 
formed re lat i onships  (Barne s  1 9 67 ) . A l arge divers i ty o f  peop l e  
living over a wide area c ome wi thin an individual ' s  f i rs t - o r  
second -order zones o f  c ontac t . G o s s i p  h e l p s  t o  make th i s  ident i f i ­
cation p o s s ib l e . 

Gos sip 

E xc ep t when they were sent away on a j ob and when they paid 
occas ional vis i t s , the res i dents  l ived the i r  l ives wi th i n  the very 
sma l l  area o f  Koke -B ad i l i . When movi ng within th i s  area , the 
res idents  met . and gos s iped wi th a l arge proport ion of the peop l e  
wi th whom they h a d  formed the relat ionsh ip s , at work and as church 
member s  for examp le , d i s c us s ed above . G luckman ( 1 9 63 : 3 1 3 )  s ugge s t s  
that gos s ip and s candal are enj oyed by peop le when i t  i s  abou t 
o ther s with whom they are i n  c lo s e  s oc ial  re lat ionship , that to  
j oin in s uch gos s ip i s  a p rivi l ege wh i ch is  ext ended to  members of  
a par t i cular set  or group , and that gos s ip s e rves t o  mark o f f  a 
par t i cular group from other group s . · 

The res idents o f  the s e t t lement were in c lo s e  s oc ia l  re l at ionship 
to  each o the r . They obs e rved and c r i ti c i s ed e ach o ther ' s  behaviou r , 
and gos s ip s erved as a fo rm of s oc i a l  c ontr o l  and h e lped t o  enforce 
obs e rvance of norms whi ch the maj ori ty shared . Gos s ip did no t , 
howeve r , s e rve t o  mark o f f  the res idents as a group from o ther 
groups . The h ous eho lds  l ived together at B ad i l i  b ec ause  the s i te 
was c onveni ent and they wi shed to  be among p eop le w ith a c ommon 
l anguage and cul ture . Whi le members o f  the d i f ferent househo lds  
were l inked by a numb e r  of  t ies , they did no t c once ive of  the 
s e t t lement as formi ng a s ep arate s o c i a l  entity . They did  no t , for 
examp l e , subordinate the ir iden t i ty as memb e r s  of a part icu l ar 
v i l lage group t o  the i r  c ommon memb ership o f  the canoe s e t t lement . 
The res idents did  not uni t e  for a c ommon purpose  as a group except  
for r e l i gious ob s ervances , and they exhibi ted no exc lus ivenes s  
t owards out s i ders . The exc lus ion o f  the Goi lalas from gos s ip was 
the resul t  o f  the Goi lalas ' own cho i c e  and l ac k  o f  c ommon inter e s t s  
rather than the i r  exc lus i on by o ther res idents . 

The s ub j e c t  mat �er o f  gos s ip was no t , however ,  the behaviour of  
re s idents alone but  inv o lved all  the group s  wi th whi ch the r e s i ­
dents ' own v i l l age group s  had e s tab l i shed r e l a t i onship s . Gos s ip 
was exchanged wi th a l l  the peop l e  with whom the res idents had 
fo rmed relationsh ip s  who were e i ther v i s i t ing or l iv ing in P ort 
More sby . Koke marke t was a centre for s uch gos s ip . The res idents  
c ame t o  the s e t t l ement wi th a knowledge o f  the his tory o f  those  
group s  based on s to r i e s  and s ongs , and of  many ind ividual membe r s  
b o th dead and al ive . One day , f o r  examp le , a res ident casua l ly 



53 

mentioned that a mal e  pas s e r -by from another v i l lage had never 
mar ried b ecause he had a spi te ful  tongue . News trave l l ed fas t :  a 
re s ident gave a de ta i l ed account of  a s uicide o f  a man from a 
v i l lage not h i s  own s ome e ighty mile s from Port More sby . I was 
ab le to  confirm the ac curacy o f  his  account when I v i s i ted the 
vil lage in whi ch the s uic ide occurred , short ly a f te rwards . Gos s ip 
the re fore pe r formed the func t i ons sugge s ted  by G luckman , but the 
group invo lved cons is ted of inhab i t ants  of the who l e  s outh ern 
coas tal reg ion o f  Papua . Be cause i t  provided knowl edge of members  
of  d i f fe rent group s , gos s ip fac i l i ta ted the format i on of  relat ion­
ship s ' betwe en newcome rs to the town . 

Cultural and ec onomic d i f ferenc e s  be tween group s did  no t form a 
barr ier to  the e s tab l ishment o f  re l at i onship s betwe en th e i r  members . 
The Goi lala are regarded by Me lane s ian - s p eaking group s  l iv ing in 
Port More sby as s avage and dangerous peop le who are respons ib l e  for 
many o f  the c r imes of vio lence in the town . The re s ident s , however ,  
d id no t appear t o  d i s app rove o f  the mariiage o f  a woman from a long ­
e s  tab l i shed and s oph i s t ic ated c oas tal vi l l age wi th a Goi lala man . 
The E lema peop le from the Gul f o f  Papua desp i s e  the Me lane s ian ­
speaking peop le o f  central coas tal Papua for ' th e i r  wi l l ingne s s  t o  
marry anyone ' . 1 Thi s wi l l ingnes s i s  b orne out , f o r  examp le ,  by

. 

marriage s o f  women from this are a wi th members  o f  an uns oph i s t i cated 
group , the Pura r i , at Rab ia C amp (H i tchcock 1 9 6 7 : 55 )  and by out ­
group marr iage s among the Hu la (Oram 19 67b : 58 ) . The re app eared to  
be an ab sence of  any s ens e of  s o c ia l  s tra ti f i cat ion among members 
o f  the s e t t lement , or  sense o f  s uper ior ity over peop le from l e s s  
s ophi � t icated areas . O ri  one occas i on a man from re lat ive ly  i s o l ated 

' Alomarupu , who had no t p rev ious ly me t me and had had l i t t le c ontact 
wi th Europeans , was as leep _on my canoe . When he awoke he s aw me 
wi th terror and hid his  he ad under the b lanke t s . He t o l d  the s t ory 
wi thout any s igns . o f  embarra s sment , and it was a lways greeted wi th 
a shout o f  friend ly l augh ter . 

The re i s  a l s o  an ab s ence o f  the phenomenon var ious ly d e s c r ibed 
by wr i ters  on A frican towns . as ' urban trib a l i sm ' , ' s up e r t r ibal ism ' 
and ' e thni c i ty ' . I n  th i s  s ens e the t r ib e  ' s erve s a s  a means o f  
c l as s i fying a heterogene ous urb an p opu lat ion into a l imi t ed number 
o f  . meani ng ful s oc i al catego r ie s ' (Eps tein 1 9 6 7 ) . I n  P ort More sby , 
members  o f  group s  who we re trad i t iona l ly in  contac t wi th each other 
in pre -E uropean t ime s are prec ise ly identi fied as  be ionging t o  a 
part icular v i l l age i f  they l ive wi thin th e Me lanes ian - s peaking 
central are a ; and as be l ong ing t o  a s l i ghtly  large r group , for 
examp le a l i ngui s t i c  group , i f  they l ive beyond i t . S t ranger s  from 
New Guinea are frequent ly ident i fied by the name o f  the reg ion from 

1 Persona l communicat ion by Dawn Ryan , who i s  making a s tudy o f  
T oaripi -speaking p eop le i n  Port  More sby . 
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whi ch they come , s uch as S epik , or  o f  the main town in th e region , 
for examp le Madang or Rabaul . 

Conc lus ion 

Re lati onships among members o f  the Bad i l i  canoe s e t t l ement do 
not fo l l ow the pat tern p o s i ted by Wi r th . The res idents form par t 
o f  a regiona l s oc ial  sys tem wh ich extends far beyond the b oundaries  
o f  the town . The pat tern of  s oc ia l  re lat ionship s is  s t i l l  primari ly 
based on commun i ty , and e spec ial ly on kinship . Re l a t i onship s based 
on as s oc i a t i on wh ich Wirth cons iders to  be typ i ca l ly urban p lay 
only a mi nor part in the pat tern o f  re l a t i onship s . One impor tant 
form of as s oc iat ion , church membership , i s  general , but has i ts 
roots  in church ac t ivi ties  in rural areas . Whi le the churche s he lp 
to coordinate and to  p rov ide leade rsh ip for s ocial  ac t iv i t i e s  wi th ­
in the group s , the i r  influence doe s l i t t l e  t o  d imini sh gr oup 
exc lus ivene s s  and intergroup r ival ry . 

Whi le the s e t t leme nt may be a trans ient phenomenon , the res idents , 
wi th the excep t i on o f  the Alukuni fi she rmen , have s imi l ar re s idence 
and work h i s tories  to members of other groups  in Port  More sby . The 
pattern of s o c i o -e conomi c relat ionships in wh ich the canoe s e t t l e ­
ment re s iden ts  are invo lved i s  not atyp ical  and appe ar s  t o  b �  
s imi lar t o  that found i n  o ther groups  s tud ied . D i f ferences  i n  the 
s oc ial  and e conomic organi s at ion of the var ious e thnic group s  
l iving i n  d i s c re te urban s e t t l ements appear t o  be  the re sult  o f  
three fac tors : leve l o f  educat ion and degree o f  ac cul turation in 
the home area ; d i s tance of the home area from Port More sby ; and the 
extent to wh i ch a res ident ial  are a is occup ied by members  of a s ing le 
vi l l age group . The re s ident s  of the s e tt l ement  are l i terate at 
l eas t in the i r  own ve rnac ular and th i s  enab les  them t o  ob tain j ob s  
whi ch demand s ome s ki l ls and for wh ich they are p a i d  good wages . 
They are be t te r  educ a ted than s ome o f  the migrants from i nland , s uch 
as the Goi lala and Ko iari  p eop l e , who are ma inly emp loyed in un ­
s ki l led work inc lud ing the op erat i on o f  the s ani tary s e rv i ce . The 
re s ident s are les s we l l  educated than the peop le of Hanuabada , many 
o f  whom are emp l oyed in executive and c le r i cal  capac i t ies  by govern­
men t depar tments and by p r ivate enterp r i s e . Because  the i r  home 
area can be reached quickly by s e a  or road the re i s  a large volume 
o f  exchange betwee n  t own and vi l lage . The Purari , l iv ing in the 
town , howeve r ,  are i nvolved in few exchange s with the ir d i s tant 
home area in the Gul f o f  Papua (Hi tchcock 1 9 67 : 102 ) . Group ac t ivi ­
t i es in the Hu la s e t t lement at  T aikpne are h i ghly deve loped (Oram 
1 9 6 7 c ) . They p lay a l e s s important part  i n  the l ive s o f  res idents 
of the Badi l i  c anoe s e t t lement  who come from di f ferent v i l lage s and 
in the l ive s o f  r e s ident s  o f  the heterogeneous suburb o f  Hohola 
(B arne t t  1 9 67 ) . 

Port More sby i s  a ho l low town in the s ens e emp loyed by Gee r t z  
and i ts p opulat ion cons i s t s  o f  a ' loose c o l lect ion o f  e s tab l i shed 



5 5  

s o c i a l  uni t s ' .  Judging from evidenc e  ob tained in the c anoe s e t t le ­
me nt and de s c ribed i n  the o ther s tud ies  o f  Port More sby menti oned 
ab ove , there are fac tors which are operat ing to break down the 
s o l idar i ty of the d i fferent group s . . One is the wil l i ngne s s  of the 
Me lane s i an -speaking peop l es of central Papua to admi t s t rangers  to  
the i r  group s . Thi s has f o l l owed a p rogre s s ion as improvements  in 
communi cat ions wi th more d i s tant areas have brought them i nto con ­
t ac t  wi th members  o f  d i ffere nt e thnic group s . A t  f i rs t the y only 
ab s orbed peop le wi th s imi lar language and cul ture . After peace had 
been e s tab l i shed by the B r i t i s h  adminis t rat i on , they began to take 
in peop l e  from the Gul f  o f  Palua and e l s ewhere , as · i l lus trated by 
the his tory of the I okea man . Thi s  was fo l l owe d by intermarr i age 
wi th peop l e  from the coas tal  areas o f  New Gui nea and New B ri tain . 
Now that peop le from the New Guinea high l ands are c oming t o  wo rk 
in Port More sby , re l a tionships are be ing e s t ab l i shed with them and 
intermarriage may fol l ow .  

The p opu lat ion o f  Port More sby began t o  exp and rap i d l y  a f ter 
1945 , l arge ly as  the re sul t of the long -term s e t t lemen t o f  ·mi grants 
wi th their fami l i e s  in the town . Only an ear ly s tage of the 
urb anisat ion proc e s s  has been reached : chi ldren of many early 
pos t -war mi grants , for examp le , have grown up in the town and are 
now reaching adu l thood . Such fac to rs as ach ievement of higher 
l eve l s  of educ at i on , highe r i ncome s and increas ing p o l i t i c a l  
awarene s s  are l ike ly t o  p roduce rapid  s oc ial change among the 
indigenous popula t i on . Re lationship s based on a s s oc iat ion , f or 
examp le , may become more important , and the deve l opment o f  a high ­
inc ome earning ·� l i te  may l ead t o  a measure o f  s oc ial  s t rat i f ication .  
The new forms o f  re l at i onship which em'e rge , ho:weve r ,  may lead t o  a 
further bre akdown i n  the s o l idar i ty o f  the d i f fe rent e thn ic group s  
in the t own . A s  communi cat i ons improve and the frequency o f  inte r ­
group marr i ages increase s ,  a homog�.neous s oc i ety based  o n  p eop le  
from the  Me lane s ian - s p eaking areas o f  s outhern P apua may deve l op 
in Port More sby . 

1 See  p . 1 9 . 
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