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Thi s  s oc io -educ ational survey was c onduc t e d  by the New Guine a 
Re s e arch Uni t  o f  the Aus tral i an National Univer s i ty as p ar t  o f  i t s  
urb an re s earch p ro gramme. The s urvey had two ob j e c t ives. The 
f i r s t was t o  s tudy the home and s choo l environment o f  the indigenous 
urb an s choo l chi l d  wi th a view to  a s c e r t aining the concep t of educa ­
t i on h e l d  b y  the p aren t s  o f  a p o tent i al e l i te as re f l e c t e d  i n  the ir  
comp rehens ion o f  the  educ ational p roc e s s  and in the i r  asp irat i ons 
fo r the ir  chi ldren . The s econd obje c t ive , determining the ro l e  o f  
the ind igenous t e acher i n  the urb an , wi l l  b e  the sub j e c t  
o f  a s ec ond Bul l e t in. 

The s urvey was undertaken from unt i l  S ep temb er  o f  19 64 
in s e l e c t e d  immi gran t  c ommuni t i e s  in P o r t  More sby , Rabau l and Lae , 
the three l arge s t  towns in the countryo Gui ded  interviews were 
he l d  with the p arent s(or guardians ) of chi l dren in the upp e r  
s t andards  o f  p r imary s choo l and wi th t h e  t e ache r s  who t augh t  or  
re s ide d  in the s e l ec ted  are as. 

We are indeb ted  to  the former executive o f ficer  of the New 
Guinea Re s e arch Uni t , D r  D avid B e t t i s on , for h i s  p ar t i c ip at ion , 
gui d ance and encour agement in the conduc t o f  the survey . We 
app rec i ate  the c o  o f  the D i re c t o r s  o f  E duc at ion and 
D i s t r ic t Admini s tration ( forme r ly Nat ive Af fair s )  and the i r  s ta f f  
at  he adquar te r s , d i s t r i c t  c ent re s  and s choo l s  who gave p r ac ti c al 
as s i s t ance . Thanks are al s o  due to  memb e r s  o f  the P apua Ekale s i a , 
the Ang l i c an ,  Lutheran , Me thodi s t , Roman C atho l i c  and S eventh - d ay 
Advent i s t  mi s s i ons , and the S alvation Army , for the i r  as s i s t ance 
and c o - operation. 

F inal ly , we t ake thi s  opp ortuni t o  record our grat i tude  t o  the 
ind igenous p eop l e  who p ar t i c ip ated  in the survey , the p arent s and 
t e ache rs  who ac c ep ted  us into the i r  communi ty and the i r  home s and 
whos e  real  intere s t  in our work made i t  s o  memo r ab l e. 
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Chap ter  1 

P r io r  t o  the Japane se  invas ion o f  1942 , the Terr i to ry o f  P apua 
and the T rus t Terri t ory of N ew Guinea  were admini s t e red s ep ar a te ly 
and e duca t i on in the two deve l op e d  independen t ly . In  b o th terri ­
t o r i e s  progre s s  in  education was ve ry s l ow .  From the end o f  the 
nine teenth century variou s  re l i gious mi s s ions e s t ab l i shed s choo l s  
b ut the government ' s  c on tribu t i on was neg l i gibl e. After the S ec ond 
Wor l d  War the two terr i t o r i e s  b e c ame an ' admini s trat ive union ' 
known o f f i c ial ly a s  the Terri tory o f  P ap ua and New Guine a . One o f  
the f i r s t  ac t i ons o f  the p o s t -war Admini s tr a t ion was t o  e s t ab l i sh 
a D ep a r tmen t  o f  Educa t i on whi ch b egan deve l op ing a government sy s t em 
o f  e duc at ion . I t  a l s o  a s s i s ted the mi s s ions in p o s t -war rehab i l i ­
t a t ion through grant s - in -aid . In  s p i t e  o f  the pol icy o f  educat i onal 
advancement pursue d  over the l a s t decade , the numb e r  of to tal  
i l l i terates  i s  s t i l l  in  exce s s  of  8 0  p e r  c en t  of  the p opu l a t i on 
and morI than 65 per  cent o f  s choo l -age chi l dren do no t go t o  
scho o l . Whi le the oppo r t uni t i e s  for p r imary s choo l ing have in­
c re a s ing greatly , the number of  P apuans and New Guinean s  who have 
c omp le ted s e c ondary educ at ion i s  e xceedingly sma l l  and by the end 
o f  1 9 64 there were only one unive r s i ty graduate and three P ap uan 
Medical  C o l l e ge graduate s .  

Educat ion i s  governed by the Educ at ion Ordinance  1 9 5 2 -7 (whi ch 
c ame into op eration in 195 5 )  and sub sequent E duca t i on Re gu l a t i ons . 
The broad ob j e c t ive s o f  educat ional p o l icy , a s  s tated by the forme r 
Mini s te r  for Territori e s , the Hon . P au l  Has luck ( 19 5 6 : 14) , are : 

1 

(a) the p o l i t i cal , e conomi c , s o c i a l  and educ a t i onal advancement 
o f  the peop l e s  o f  P apua and New Guinea ; 

(b ) a b l ending o f  cul ture s ; 

and , in the ab s ence o f  any indigenous body o f  r e l i gious  fai th 
founded on native t eaching or  ri tual , 

(c)  the vo lun tary accep t ance o f  Chri s t i an i ty by the nat ive 
p eop le s . 

E s t imate by the Dep ar tment o f  Educ at ion , Koned obu , in 19 64 . 

3 
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In Oc tober  19 6 1  Mr Has l uck in troduced a Five-Year P lan whe reby 
t o tal  s choo l  enro lment s  were to  inc rease  from 1 9 5 , 4 3 6  in 19 6 1  to 
3 5 0 , 000 by 19 6 6  and fur ther to  7 50 , 000 by 19 7 5 , by whi ch time al l 
chi ldren o f  s chool age woul d have acce s s  to  s choo l s. Al though 
emphas i s  was to  be p l aced on increas ing opp o rtuni t i e s  for p r imary 
education , secondary s choo l s  and technical  and p r o fe s s ional train ­
ing were t o  be deve l oped  in p ropo r t ion t o  the numbe r s  c ap ab l e  o f  
p roceeding t o  a higher l eve l o f  e duc a t ion . 

Mi s 
19 5 9  

Numbers  o f  pup i l s  at : 

P r imary 'A' 
s choo l s  

P rimary 'T' 
1 , 203  

school s 5 3 , 9 33 
Exemp t s choo l s'ir 113 , 748 
S e condary schoo l s� 641 
Te chnical s cho o l s  6 6  
Teacher s  �al lege s  4 3 1 

T ab le 1 

19 64 

1 , 050  

Government 
1 9 5 9  19 64 

1 , 9 3 6  3'1 12 

1 18 , 8 5 7  
6 1 , 134 

2 ,43 1 
2 13 
3 13 

1 6 , 90 7  5 0 , 174 

1 , 0 17 
4 18 

7 9  

3 ,4 5 3  
1 , 3 7 2 

3 5 6  

1 959 

3 , 139 

7 0 , 840  
1 13 , 748 

1 , 658 
484 
5 10 

1964 

4 , 1 6 2  

169 , 031  
6 1 , 134 

5, 884 
1 , 585 

669 

Total  1 7 0 ,022  1 8 3 , 998 20 , 35 7  58 , 4 6 7  190 , 37 9  24 2 , 465 

* The s e  are o f  a very l ow s t andard and are not ' recognized ' by the 
gove rnment. 

� The f i gure s for 1959 inc l ude 'pos t -p rimary ' s choo l s  as we l l  a s  
s e c ondary s chool s .  

T ab l e  1 i l lus trates  the growth that t ook p l ace from 1 9 5 9  t o  
19 64 . 1 F o rmal s chool ing ranged from pre - s choo l s  (conduc ted by the 
Depar tment of Pub l i c  Heal th) for chi l d ren o f  three t o  five ye ars  o f  
age , through pr imary and s e c ondary s choo l s  (conduc ted b y  the mi s s ions 
and the Departmen t  of E duc a t i on) t o  Leaving C er t i fi c ate o r  matricul a ­
t i on l eve l . The re we re e i gh t  ind igenous s tudent s ,  inc l uding one 
girl , at tending unive r s i ty cour s e s  in Aus t r al i a  in 1964 . 

In that  ye ar there were 1 6  pre - s choo l s  for indi genous chi ldren 
in urb an and p e ri -urb an centre s wi th a to tal  enro lment o f  more than 

1 
The s t at i s t i c s  for 1 9 64 used in th i s  chap ter  were s upp l ied by the 

D ep ar tment o f  Educ at ion , Konedob u . S ta ti s t i c s  for earl ier ye ars  
we re t aken from Annual  Rep o r t s .  
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7 00 P apuan and New Guine an chi ldren. A f ew i nd i genous chi l dren 
were attending fee -paying p re•schoo l s  e s t ab l i shed for chi l dren o f  
exp a t r i a te s . 

App roximately 2 3 0 , 000 chi ldren were  at tending p r imary s chool s .  
Thi s  rep re s ented near ly 3 5  p e r  c ent  o f  the e stima ted  number  o f  
chi l dren o f  p r imary s choo l age . I n  sp i t e  o f  the r ap id growth o f  
the D ep artmen t o f  E duc ati on , the mi s s ions are s t i ll p r oviding the 
bulk of the p r imary s ch o o ling. There are thre e  typ e s  of mi s s i on 
s choo l s : ' re g i s t ered ' ,  ' re c o gn i zed ' and ' exemp t '  s choo l s. ' Re ­
gis t ered ' and ' recogni zed ' s chool s l use  the s ame syl l ab us as  
d ep ar tmental  s chools and receive gran t s - in -aid  from the government 
for  every c e r t i fied  teacher and for e quipment. ' Exemp t ' s choo l s  
general ly have only l ower p r imary s choo l c l as s e s , the teacher s  
o ften h ave n o  rec o gni zed qual i f i c a ti ons , and ins truc t i on i s  given 
in a vernac ul ar. The s e  s choo l s  rece ive no s ub s i dy from the govern­
ment. In the p o s t -war p e r i od the mi s s i ons  h ave c ont i nued to  rai s e  
s tandard s i n  the i r  s choo l s  t o  a l eve l whi ch warran t s  rec ogni t ion 
and f inanc i a l  aid . 

There are two typ e s  o f  app r oved p r imary s choo l s  wh i ch are known 
a s  ' T ' ( fo r  Terri tory) s choo l s  and ' A '  ( fo r  Aus tral i an) s choo l s . 
The 'T' s choo l s  are de s i gned for  ind igenous s tuden t s  and fo l l ow a 
syllabu s  whi ch c oncentra t e s  on the te aching o f  Eng l i sh a s  a fore i gn 
l anguage . The ' A '  s choo l s  acc ommodat e  exp at r iate  chi ldren , many o f  
the children o f  mi xed race and a few indi genous chi l dren , and fol l ow 
the New S ou th Wal e s  (Au s tral i an)  syl l ab us . S ome P apuans and New 
Guineans who have taugh t thei r  chi l dren Eng l i sh a t  an early age s end 

T ab l e  2 

Mi s s i on Governmen t  T o t al 

Prep aratory 34 , 668  10 , 23 9  44 , 907  
S t andard I 3 0 , 5 64 9 , 07 6 3 9 , 640 
S t andard I I  2 3 , 0 16 8 ,843 3 1 ,859  
S t andard I II 13 , 8 9 5  8 , 37 8 2 2 , 27 3  
S tandard IV 8 , 7 99 6 , 3 7 3  1 5'17  2 
S tandard v 4 , 970 4 , 209  9'17 9 
S tandard VI 2 945 3 6 1 

T o tal  1 18 , 85 7  50' 1 7 4  1 6 9 , 03 1  

1 
' Re c o gni zed ' s choo l s  are , s o  t o  sp eak , on p robat i on for reg i s tra ­

t i on. 
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them to  1A ' s chool s ,  and 1 5 6  indi genous pup i l s  were  at tending the s e  
s choo l s  in 19 64. However ,  the required l anguage fac i l i ty , the c o s t  
o f  c lo th ing and o the r fac t o r s  l imi t the numb e r s  o f  ind i genous chi ld ­
ren at  1 A 1  s choo l s. 

The Depar tment o f  Education s tatis t i c s  for 1 9 64 rep o r ted  tha t  the 
mi s s i ons  had 1 18 , 857 chi ldren enrol l ed in thei r  primary ' T ' s choo l s  
and 1 , 050  enro l led  i n  the i r  pr imary ' A '  s choo l s ;  whi le 5 0 , 17 4  ch i l d ­
ren were  enro l led i n  governmen t  p r imary 1 T1 s choo l s  and 3 , 1 1 2  in 
p r imary ' A '  s choo l s .  The p r imary ' T ' s chool  syl l abus provide s fo r 
s tandard s p rep arat ory to  VI , but a t  p re s en t  many ' T ' s choo l s  c ons i s t  
o f  the l ower s tandard s only . T ab le 2 pre s ents the c l as s enr o lment s 
o f  p rimary 1 T 1 s choo l s  in 19 64. In  addi t ion there were  61 , 134 
chi l dren in mi s s i on ' exemp t ' s choo l s . 

S ec ondary educ a t i on i s  p rovided for chi l dren o f  al l rac e s by 
l o c a l  s choo l s  and by a s cho lar ship and s ub s i dy s cheme wh i ch as s i s t s 
ch i l dren t o  at tend s chool s in Aus tral i a. In , mo s t  exp at r iate  
ch i ldren g o  to  Aus tra l i a  under  the  subs i dy s cheme and mo s t  ind igenous 
ch i ldren at tend the l oc al s choo l s  wh ich fo l l ow the New S outh Wale s  
syl labus le ad ing t o  the Leaving C erti ficate  a t  matriculat ion leve l . 
There are mul t i - rac i a l  h i gh s choo l s  at  P o rt More sby , Rabaul and Lae 
In  19 64 the Dep artment o f  Educ a tion reported 3 3 0  non-ind i genous 
s tuden t s  at tending the s e  h i gh s choo l s  The 1 s tudent s  who re -
c e ived s ub s i d i e s  for s ec ondary s choo l ing in Aus t r al i a  were (by 
rac i al group s) :  Europ e ans 1 , 1 15 ,  As i an s  2 3 7 , ch i l dren o f  mixed 
race 1 2 0 , and indi genes 9 0 . 

Mo s t  s ec ondary s chools are b o arding s chools and draw the i r  pup i l s  
from many p ar t s  o f  the c o untry. I n  19 64 the Depar tment o f  E duc a t ion 
l i s ted a to tal  of 5 , 884  s tudent s  a t tending local s e condary s choo l s . 
O f  the s e , 5 , 4 9 8  (or 93 per c ent) were indigene s ;  the remaining 3 8 6 
s tuden t s  ( o r  7 p e r  c ent ) were made up o f  E ur op e ans , As ians and 
chi l dren o f  mixed race. The total  enrolment at government s choo l s  
was 3 , 4 5 3  and a t  mi s s i on s choo l s  2 , 43 1. 

In 1964 the Dep ar tment o f  Educ a t i on ' s  d ivi s i on o f  techni cal  t rain ­
ing c onduc ted 3 technical s cho o l s  and 2 5  j unior technical  s cho o l s  a s  
we l l  as  p r ov iding ins t ruc t i on through the Na t ive Appren t i c e sh ip 
S ch eme introduced in 195 5. The technic al s ch oo l s  a t  P o r t  More sby , 
Rab aul and Lae h ad as  a minimum entry requi rement the succ e s s ful 
c omp l e t i on of p r imary s choo l ing ( s tandard VI ) .  The j unior technical  
s choo l s  acc ep ted boys  wi th about  f ive ye ars of  s choo ling , many o f  
whom were too o l d  t o  c ontinue a t  p rimary s chool.  Th ese  s choo l s  
o f fe r ed a two -year cour s e. The Department l i s t ed 630  s tuden t s  a t  
technical  s cho o l s  and 7 4 2  a t  j unio r  technical  s ch oo l s . The p ar t i c i p a ­
t i on o f  the mi s s ions in formal technic a l  educ at i on h a s  no t been 
s igni f i c ant. 

The government and the mi s s i ons b o th emp l oy exp a triate  and ind i ­
genous t e ache r s. In  19 64 indi genous teache r s  outnumb ered exp a t r i at e  



t e ache r s  by 4:1 , the r a t i o  be ing c ons ider ab ly h i gher a t  mi s s ion 
than governmen t  s choo l s . The fo l lowing t ab l e  shows the numb e r s  
o f  te acher s  in 19 64 . 

T ab l e  3 

Mi s s i on Governmen t  
Ex-

Indigenous 
Ex-

Ind i genous 
p at r i a te p at r i ate  

A t  p rimary ' A '  s cho o l s  33 1 15 
At  p r imary 'T' s cho o l s 6 68 2 , 9 60 4 1 1  1 ,  118 
At 1 exemp t1 s choo l s  2'1 7 9  
A t  s e c ondary s choo l s  144 6 15 3  1 3  
A t  techni c al s cho o l s  1 1  68  42  

T o tal  8 5 6  5 , 145 7 47 1 ,  17 3 

7 

Exp atr iate  teache r s , the maj o r i ty o f  whom are Aus tral i ans , are 
t r aine d  te ache r s  re c rui te d or  s e c onded from one o f  the S tate  educ a ­
t ion dep ar tment s , t e ache r s  t rained f o r  the local  c ond i t ions under a 
spec i al c adet ship at the Aus tral i an S choo l o f  Pac i fi c  Admini s trati on 
in S ydney in a s s o c i at ion wi th a S tate  Teache r s ' C o l l e ge , p e r s ons  wi th 
the nece s s ary qualifi c at i ons who are l oc a l  re s ident s , or l o c a l l y ­
t r ained dip l omate s o f  the ' E '  cour s e. Thi s  cour s e , which o f fe r s  s i x  
months intens ive training , i s  avai l ab le to  mature exp at r i a te adul t s  
wi th an Intermediate  ( o r  Junior Pub l ic )  Cer t i fi c ate  l eve l o f  educ a ­
t i on and usua l ly s ome o ther t raining s inc e l e aving s chool . I t  
p rovide s t e acher s  f o r  b o th government and mi s s i on s ch o o l s .  

Most indigenous government t e ache r s  have at s ome s t age undergone 
a cour s e  in t e acher training , al though s ome s t ar te d  teaching b e fore 
any formal cour s e s  were in exi s tence . In c ontras t , the maj o r i ty o f  
indigenous mi s s i on t e ache r s  h ave h ad l i t t l e  o r  n o  formal t raining 
as  t e ache r s . A ' Pe rmi t to T e ach ' cer t i f i cate i s  required for 
t eachers  at  al l ' re g i s t ered ' and ' re c o gni zed ' s choo l s ; but many 
t e ache r s  at ' exemp t ' s choo l s  do not have even thi s  l ow qual i fi c a t i on . 

T e acher training for ind igene s i s  o f fered at three  l eve l s . There 
i s  the one -ye ar ' A '  c our s e  for tho s e  who have comp l e te d  p r imary 
s choo l ing ( s t andard VI ) , the two -year ' B '  cour s e  for tho se who have 
c omp le t e d  form I I  at s econdary l eve l , and the two -ye ar ' C '  cour s e  
f o r  tho s e  who h ave c omp l e ted  the Intermediate  ( o r  Junior P ub l ic )  
C er t i f i c at e  l eve l o f  educ a t i on . I n  19 64 the Dep ar tment o f  Educ ation 
h ad T e ache r s ' T raining C o l l e ge s  a t  Por t Mor e sby , Goroka and Madang ; 
and the mi s s ions had fi ft e en t e acher train ing ins t i tut i ons,  nine of 
whi ch were  c onduc t e d  by d i f ferent o rde r s  of the Roman C a tho l i c  mi s s ion , 
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two by the S eventh -day Advent i s t  mi s s i on , and one e ach by the 
Ang l i c an , Lutheran , and Methodi s t  mi s s i ons and the P apua Ekale s i a 
( forme r ly the London Mi s s i onary S o c ie ty) T ab le 4 shows the numbers  
enr o l led  in  each of  the  three cour s e s  in  19 64. 

T ab l e  4 

Mi s s i on Gove rnment 
Mal e  Female  Male  Female  Mal e  F emale  

' A '  cour s e  149 58 116 28  2 65 8 6  
'B' c ourse 7 1  18 134 1 1  205  2 9  
' C '  cour s e  1 7  3 4  15  5 1  15  
p lus  ' Te chnic a l ' 10 8 10 8 

Total  237  7 6  294 6 2  53 1 1 38 

Al though there we re no educ a t i onal ins t i tut i ons at  a ter t i ary 
l eve l in the country in 19 64 , s ome s i onal t r aining was be ing 
o f fered  med ic ine , agr icul ture , admini s tr a t ion , technical  educ a ­
t i on and teacher training . S ince 1959 the P apuan Med i c a l  C o l  
i n  Por t Mo re sby has o f fered  a five -ye ar c ourse  for s tudents  who have 
re ached a s tandard roughly equiva lent to three ye ars o f  s e c ondary 
s choo l ing . The Admini s trat ive C o l  , whi ch opened in Port  More s by 
in 19 63 , was giving ful l - t ime c l as s e s  t o  matricul a t i on l eve l and 
admini s trat ive t r aining t o  s e lec ted indi genous pub l ic s e rvant s ,  as  
we l l  as  p rovi d ing s ome c le rical  training The D ep ar tment o f  P o s t s  
and Te legraphs was o f fe r ing a f ive -year c our s e  for techni cians and 
thre e -ye ar cour s e s  for c ommuni c ations o f f ic e r s  and p o s t a l  as s i s t ants  
at  its  T raining C o l l e ge in  Por t Moresby The  D ep ar tment of  Agr i cul ­
ture was p l anning a three -year dip l oma c our s e  for s tudent s  o f  
Interme diate  Junior  Pub l  C e r t i f i c ate  leve l o f  e ducat ion a t  
Vudal Agricul tural  C o l l ege ne ar Rab aul whi ch op ened i n  1 9 65 . Early 
in 19 65  the Aus tr a l i an government ac cepted  the rec ommendat ion o f  
the C ommi s s i on on H i gher Educat i on t o  e s t ab l i sh a univer s i ty 
(Currie  et al . 19 64: 1 12) . 

The pat tern o f  p o l i t ic a l  and e conomi c deve lopment in the c ount ry 
has  been uneven , and l ikewi s e  that o f  educ ation . S ome are a s  h ave 
l ong had s ome p r imary e duc a t i on oppo r tuni t ie s  through mi s s i on 
s choo l s  whi l e  o ther are as s t i l l  awai t  the s e  oppor tuni t i e s . Wh i l e  
the opening o f  new p rimary s choo l s  e ach year c ontribute s t o  the 
go al  o f  univer s al p r imary educ at ion , the l imi ted  extens i on o f  
s e c ondary s choo l ing p e rp e tuate s the overal l uneven p a t t e rn o f  
educ at i onal deve l opment . 
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The s urvey was to b e  c arried out in urb an are as where  
a ful l range of  educ ation f ac i l i t i e s  is  avai l ab le and where  the 

for an educ ated  'second ' e l i te i s  h i gh . 
Furthermore , the number o f  s choo l•age chi ldren in the t owns who do 
no t at t end s choo l is  sma l l  becau s e  there  are a maximum of  oppo rt uni ­
t i e s for s choo l  at tendance and a minimum o f  ob s tac l e s  t o  i t .  T own 
chi l dren are more free from dai ly t asks o f  , hun t ing or  
f i sh ing nec e s s ary in a vi l l age . In add i t i on the minimum 
age for emp i s  s ixteen ye ar s , l and the value o f  educ a t i on 
for  emp l oymen t  i s  evident . 

The three  t owns • P o r t  More sby , Lae  and Rabaul - were  
cho s en . The s e  were the  only t owns wi th an e s t imated indi genous 
p op u l a t i on than 3 , 500 in 1 9 64 (Mar sh 1964 : 3) and wi th a 
Europe an than 7 50 a t  the t ime o f  the non-ind i genous 
c ensus  of 1 9 6 1  ( Bure au of S t at i s tic s 1 9 63 : 1 

P o r t  
L ae 
Rab aul 

ye ar . 

( 

T ab l e  5 

27  ,OOO 
5 , 5 00 
5 , 000 

6,39 6  
2 , 39 6  
3' 

are not avai l ab l e for the s ame 

There were  no t owns be fore c on t ac t . Mo s t  of the urb an 
has b e en s inc e the S econd World War and t ownsh ip s  h ave 

P . A . R .  1 9 63 -4 : 87 and N . R. 1 9 6 3 -4 : 10 1 .  

9 
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tended t o  grow up around gove rnment s ta t i ons . In 1 9 64 only 5 0 , 000 
u��M-u.�S ( Or 2 . 5 p e r  cent Of  the indi genOUS p opulat i on)  Were 

in t owns (Marsh 1 9 64 : 3 ) . 

In the three t owns p r imary s choo l ing for ind igenous chi ld ren i s  
p r ovided b y  the Dep ar tment o f  Educ a t i on and b y  the Roman C a tho l ic 
mi s s ion . In the ye ar o f  the s urvey the Dep artment o f fered a ful l  
p r imary ' T ' s choo l c our s e  ( s tandards p rep aratory t o  VI ) only in 
P o r t  More sby ; in Lae and Rab aul the p rimary s choo l s  fini shed at 
s tandard V and s ucce s s ful  s tuden t s  we re s ent away to b oarding 
s choo l s  for s tandard VI . The Roman C ath o l i c  mi s s ion p rovided ful l  
p r imary s choo l c our s e s  i n  Port  More sby and Rabaul but fini shed a t  
s tandard V i n  Lae . The only o ther mi s s i ons wi th s choo l s  in the 
main t own areas were the Angl ic an mi s s i on and the S a lvat i on Army , 
e ach o f  which c onduc ted  one s choo l in Port  More sby wi th c l as s e s  
from s tandards p reparatory t o  V .  A ve ry sma l l  numb e r  o f  indi genous 
chi ldren we re attend ing the ' A '  �choo l s  wh ich p rovi de d  a ful l range 
o f  p rimary c las s e s  and whi ch were conduc ted b oth the De -

and by the Roman C a tho l i c  mi s s i on .  

chi ldren who pas s e d  s t andard VI at  a s uf fi c i en t ly high 
leve l c ould at tend the mu l t i - rac ial  s chool  in e ach o f  the three 
t owns ( the only three in the c ountry) , but  in p r ac t ice near ly a l l  
we re s ent to  h i gh s choo l s  or  j unior h i gh s choo l s  whi ch we re at tended 
only by indigene s.  Port  Moresby had one such junior h i gh s choo l 
for day and L ae had one which t ook b o th b oard ing and day 
p up i l s , but the maj ori  were s choo l s  bui l t  away from town 
are as . Each o f  the three.towns had one ful l  technic al  s choo l for 
indi gene s ( again the only three in the country) ; and in add i t i on 
P o r t  More sby had four junior technical  s choo l s  for  b oys and one for 
g i r l s . There we re a l s o  s everal ins ti tut i ons in Port More sby whi ch 
o f fered h i gher leve l for ind i gene s in vari ous  fie l d s  ( s ee  
p . 8 . 

The three t owns tend to  be c omp o s e d  o f  geograph i c al and s oc i al ly 
d i s cre te areas - area s  that are inhab i ted  p redominant ly by Europe ans , l 

As i ans , p e op le o f  mixe d  race o r  indi gene s. S oc i al interac t i on be tween 
rac ial group s had inc re a s e d  over the las t decade and changing at t i ­
tude s are re f l e c te d  in the removal o f  the c ur few in ean areas , 
the o f  the Nat ive Women ' s  P r ot e c t i on Ord inance , and the 
l i ft ing o f  the p roh ib i t i on on al coh o l  consump t ion by indi gene s . 
Fur thermore , the re has t o  s ome extent been a we akening o f  the t r a -
d i t i onal mas te r - s ervant re l a t i onship be tween Europ eans and s 
as  a new generati on o f  educ ated indi gene s has ari s en who c an share 
c ommon intere s t s  wi th Europ eans and who are c apab l e  o f  mee t ing the 
European on h i s  own t e rms . 

The s e  are as  inc l ude dome s t i c  s e rvan t s  
quar ters  o n  the p remi s e s  o f  the emp 

in sma l l  
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The maj ori ty o f  indi genous town -dwe l lers  are s ingle  men l iving 
in b arracks - s tyle  ac c ommodat i on p r ovided by the i r  emp loye r s . The 
demand for fami ly ac c ommodation in the three t owns is far greater 
than the supp ly . S ome fami ly accommodation is  prov i ded  in govern­
ment hous ing areas  unde r a sys tem whereby the he ad of hous ehold ( or 
hi s emp l oye r) p ays  a weekly rental o r  make s p urchas e  p ayment s  for 
a sma l l  hous e bui l t  in a ne at r ow ac cording t o  a t own p lan . A 
l imi ted  amount o f  fami ly accommodat ion i s  p rov ided by the govern ­
ment and by p r ivate c omp anie s in the i r  l ab our compound s ,  where  the 
dwe l l ings are gene r al ly p e rmanent s truc ture s of t imb e r , f ib ro - c emen t  
o r  galvani zed i ron . S ome t ime s p r ivate emp l oyer s  o f  a dome s t ic 
s e rvant acc ommodate a fami ly rather than a s ingle man in the smal l 
quar ters  p rovided .  Las t ly there are s quat ter  s e t t l emen t s  in and 
near the t owns on l and be l onging t o  the gove rnment o r  t o  a l ocal  
l and -ho l d ing group . Nat ive mate r i a l s  are  not  used  t o  any extent 
even in the s e  s e t t lement s as immigran t s  t o  the t own have no e f fec ­
t ive ac c e s s t o  raw mate r ia l s. The i r  dwe l l ings are rather a 
c omp o s i te o f  she e t  i ron , b oxwood and o ther  mat e r i al s . 

Migrat i on o f  fami ly uni t s  to  the towns has no t bee n  encourage d  
b y  the Admini s tr a t i on . In  recrui t ing l ab our the p a t tern has been 
to emp l oy s ingle men , and as a re s u l t  there is  a marked imb a l ance 
o f  the s exe s in a l l  the t owns . The 1 9 6 1  p opu l a t i on count o f  P o r t  
More sby , f o r  ins t ance , revealed  that in the 1 5 -54 y e a r s  a g e  group s 
there we re 10 , 6 14 men and 3 , 7 63 women ( Be t ti s on 1 9 64:24) . In 1 9 64 
p rivate ente rp r i s e  emp l oyed more  than h a l f  o f  the indi genous work 
force in e ach t own : 64 . 8  p e r  c ent in Rab au l , 59 per cent in P or t  
Mo're sby and 5 7 . 9  p e r  cent i n  Lae . l In  the l ar ge r  t owns the re i s a 
numbe r o f  l ong - term v i s i to r s , b o th s ingle men and fami l i e s . They 
are general ly unemp loyed , or t ake emp l oyment only from t ime to  t ime . 
There i s  s ome unemp l oyment in the towns , but  i t  i s  no t regarded as  
a maj or p rob l em . 2 Moreove r , there are vagrancy regu l at ions s t ipulat ­
ing tha t  no indigenous p e r s on may s tay l onger than four day s  in the 
t own wi thout work and ac c ommodat ion . Al though the re i s  no p a s s  
sys tem per s e , an attemp t i s  made t o  enforce the s e  r e gu l a t i ons 
wi thin the t own boundary : and as a c or o l l ary , Lae and Rabaul are 
fringed by uns up e rv i s e d  s q uat t e r  s e t t l ement s . 

O f  the three main towns , P or t  More sby a l one inc l ude s trad i t i onal 
v i l l age s (wh o s e  inh ab i tan t s  were  inc lude d in the 1 9 64 p opulat i on 
e s t imate) wi th in the t own boundary . The t own boundari e s  o f  Rabaul 
and Lae encomp a s s much smal l e r  are a s , and al though r e s i dent s  o f  
ne arby v i l l age s c ommute  t o  t own for work and s p or t  they remain 
i den t i fied wi th the v i l l age rather than the urban c ommuni ty . 

F i gure s  s upp l i e d  by the Dep ar tment o f  Lab our , Konedobu . 
2 

P . A . R . 1 9 6 3 -4 : 86 ;  N . G . A . R .  1 9 63 -4 : 100 ; and Oram 1 9 64 : 4 2 .  
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Vil or  ne ar a t own c an from a dual e conomy 
and wage s , i f  choo s e ; b ut im-

have to  on  the 
e arn s ince few of them have acce s s  t o  l and . 

urban c ommuni t ie s  were inc luded in this 
s urvey 

In s e lec  
was to 
in thems e lve s . Areas we re 
and where the s t andard o f  
we re c lo s e  a t  hand s o  that 

areas within the t owns , c ons ideration 
are as whi ch func t ioned as  s o c i a l  uni t s  

s ought whe re fami l ie s  we re e s t ab l i shed 
was  re as onab ; where s choo l s  

the chi ldren did  no t have t o  wal k  
d i s t ance s ; where fac i l i t i e s  exi s ted f o r  inte rac t i on b e tween p e op le 
from d i f fe rent are as ; and where the re were  educ a t i onal s uppor t s  in 
the way of churche s and c ommuni ty ions and s o c i e t i e s . 

P o r t  harbour i n  the C entral D i s t r i c t o f  was d i s -
c ove red in 187 3 and the London e s tab l i shed a 
mi s s i on s ta t i on in the area in year P o r t  Moresby 
has been the admini s t rat ive centre o f  s inc e 1884 and o f  the 
c omb ined Terri tory o f  P apua and New Guine a s ince The t own 

t o  the p re sence o f  the 
s outh c oa s t  o f  exi s t s  

b e c au s e  o f  the s e  func t i ons , but i n  recent ye ars has b e c ome 
an educ at i on c en tre as we l l  ( s e e  pp . 7  The ' s  ro i l  

are a l s o  s i tuated there 

�he t own ' s e s t imated i on o f  7 , 080 in 1 9 64 
was of 6 , 380  , 2 00 As i ans (mos  and 
500 p e r s ons o f  mixed  race (Marsh 1 9 64 6) . In that ye ar 
e s t imated the p opula t i on to be 25 , 400 , o f  whom 5 , 000 

wi th in the t own . The 
was by the 
by ( 3 , 000) ; in d ome s t i c  s e rvants'  
in s e t t lement s  , 500) ; and e l s ewhe re ( 2 ,500 ) .  Inc luded in 
the number 1 ' e l s ewhere ' were per s ons on doub l e  c anoe s 

at anchor near Koki , the l oc al  marke t 

In 1957 the gove rnment made p lans for  the deve o f  a l ow-
c o s t  hous  area t o  be  open t o  p e op le of all race s . The f i r s t 
fami l i e s  moved to thi s  s uburb , wh ich was named Hoho l a , in 1 9 6 0  

, with a p opul a t i on 2 ,150  at  the t ime o f  the s urvey , 
was s e lec ted as i t  f i t ted  a l l  f i c a t i ons . The dwe l l  
c ons truc ted  o f  ho l low b r i cks , to  ac c ommodate one 

O r am '  s 
on p . 9 .  

On acc ount o f  the u s e  o f  d i f fe rent b oundar i e s , 
d o  not  c e xac t ly wi th tho se o f  Marsh 



fami ly . In the o l de r  p ar t s  o f  Hoho la  (known as  Hoh o l a  No . 1  and 
Hoho l a  No . 2) the hous e s  c on t ained two or three bedrooms . They 
f o l lowed s ever a l  di f fe rent de s i gns , s ome be ing s ingle uni t s  and 
o the rs  s emi -de t ached . The s iz e  o f  hou s e  was reduced  t o  a s ingle 
room in the newe s t  s e c t ion ( known as  Hoh o l a  No . 3) t o  reduce the 
c o s t  and to p revent ove rcrowd ing by re l a t ive s and fr iends . The 
l a t t e r  ob j ec t ive , a imed at the re sul t rather than i t s  c aus e , was 
uns uc ce s s fu l  as  the ave r age numbe r  of p e r s ons pe r dewl l ing was 
four in a s ingle room c ompared wi th an ave rage o f  s ix in a two o r  
three bedroomed hous e . l 

1 3  

Hous e s  in H oh o l a  were  o f fe red  t o  the pub l i c  o n  s everal  di f fe rent 
b a s e s . F or the gener a l  pub l i c  there was a 25 -ye ar rent -purchase  
s cheme wi th ful l  charge s be ing made for e le c t r i c i ty , wate r  and 
garbage c o l l e c t i on .  Memb e r s  o f  the auxi l i ary and third  d ivi s i ons 
of the publ i c  s ervice  paid  a sma l l  renta l  and ful l  charge s for the 
e s s en ti a l  s e rvice s , wh i le Admin i s tration servan t s  p a i d  a h i gher 
rental  and no s e rvice  charge s . The sma l l e r  hou s e s  i n  H ohola  No . 3  
were rented t o  pub l i c  s e rvants  a t  a l ower rate . L and on which t o  
c ons t ruc t a home c ou l d  a l s o  b e  acquired . 

The p opu l a t i on o f  Hoho l a  at  the t ime o f  the s urvey was made up 
o f  nearly 1 , 900 indi gene s , more than 200 pe r s ons  o f  mixe d  race , and 
a sma l l  numbe r  o f  Europ e ans , As i ans and P ac i fi c  I s lande r s . The 
indi genous p e op le c ame mainly from the Cen tral and Gul f D i s t r i c t s  
o f  P apua , al though a l l  s ix admini s t r a t ive d i s tr i c t s  o f  P apua and 
e o f  the nine d i s t r i c t s  o f  New Guinea were  rep re sented . P apuans 
outnumb e re d  New Guineans by 3 2 : 1. Wi thin the Hoh o l a  area there were 
two g ove rnment p re - s chool s ,  one government p r imary ' T '  s choo l and 
one Roman C a th ol i c  mi s s i on p r imary ' T '  s chool , two chur che s (be l ong ­
ing t o  the P apua Ekale s i a  and the S alvati on Army) , a c l ini c , a 
we l fare o f f i c e  and a shopp ing b lock . The we l fare o f f ice s e rved as  
a c ommun i ty centre where  c lub s me t and whe re f i lms we re s creened 
once a week .  An organi z a t i on c al l ed the Hoho l a  P rogre s s  As s oc ia t i on 
me t from t ime t o  t ime and at  the t ime o f  the s urvey was di s cu s s ing 
the pr ob l ems o f  ins u f fi c ient s tree t  l i gh t ing and the gran ting o f  a 
l iquor l ic ence t o  a loc a l  s tore. C lub s ac t ive in the are a inc l uded 
sp o r t s  c lubs , women ' s  c l ub s , and P aren t s  and C i t i zens (P & C) As s o ­
c i a ti ons  organi zed for b o th the pre - s choo l s  and the government 
p rimary s choo l . 

In  1 9 64 the g ove rnment s chool  in Hoho la , whi ch was op ened s oon 
a ft e r  the fi r s t fami l i e s  move d into the are a , was d ivided into two 
s e c t ions : an in fan t s ' s ch o o l  for s t andard s p reparatory to II and an 
uppe r  p rimary s chool  for s tand ard s I I I  to VI . B o th s e c t ions were 
used as a demons t ra t i on s chool  for traine e s  from the Teacher s '  

1 . 

} Based  on data c o l le c te d  in the ' cens us - typ e ' inqui ry ( s ee  p . 19 . 
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C o l l ege. S ac red He ar t mi s s ion s chool , which was in i t s  fi r s t year 
o f  op erat i on , al s o  p rovided s tandards p rep aratory t o  VI . B o th 
s choo l s  had s u f f i c i ent p l ac e s  in al l s t andard s for the chi ldren o f  
the area , and ve ry few children o f  s choo l age d i d  no t a t t end s chool . 
Chi l dren walked home f or lunch from both s choo l s . 

For  c in the remainder o f  thi s  rep or t , the general ' P o r t  
More s by ' h a s  b e en u s e d  rather than the spec i fi c  ' Hoho l a ' when the 
s e lec ted  areas o f  the three t owns are di s cus s ed . 

Lae , the th ird l ar ge s t  t own in the c oun try , i s  s i tuated at  the 
h e ad o f  the Markham val l ey in the Morobe D i s t r ic t o f  New Guinea 
Under  the Ge rman admini s t ra t i on the re was a smal l government s tat i on 
near the Lutheran mi s s i on s t a t i on o f  Leh e . The d eve l opment o f  a 
t own dates  from 19 28  when Guinea Ai rways c ons truc ted an a i r f i e l d  
for the heavy t r ansport  p l ane s t aking dredge p ar t s  t o  the Morob e 
gold f i e l d s. A f te r  the v o l c anic erup t i ons  o f  19 3 7  the dec i s i on was 
made  to t r ans fer the admini s trative he adquart e r s  of the Terri tory 
o f  New Guinea from Rabaul t o  Lae ; but dur ing the S ec ond World  War 
Lae i t s e l f was ob l i t erated . The t own was rebui l t  after  the war 
acc ord ing to a t own p l an. 

Lae has a rich hint e r l and and there are two good ar terial  road s , 
one t o  Bul o l o  and Wau and the o ther over the Kas s am Pas s t o  the 
H i gh l and s , p r oviding the i r  only acc e s s  r oad s from the c oas t Ap art 
from the bui ld ing and c ons t ruc t i on indus t r i e s , there  are s awmi l l  
t rucking and a smal l brewery . Lae has a maj or airp or t  and a 
shipp ing p or t  t o  h and l e  goods brough t  by r oad and ship t o  the 
wharves . A l oc al marke t s e l l s  p r oduc e from the Markham val and 
from the c o a s t a l  v i l l age s • 

.In 19 64 i t  was e s t imated that the non - ind i genous pqpul a t i on o f  
the t own was 2 , 5 5 0 , c omp r i s ed o f  2 , 107  Europ e ans , 2 60 As i ans (mo s t ly 
Chine s e )  and 183  p e r s ons o f  mixed race 1 There was no record o f  the 
re s idential l o c a t i on o f  the e s timated 5 , 500 in the 
t own. I t  was ob s e rved , however , tha t  the maj ori ty were 1 
the indus trial  are a , in l abour comp ounds  and in one l arge 
s e t t lement wi thin the t own boundary . O thers  were 1 in d ome s ti c  
s e rvant s '  quar ters  i n  the European s e c t i ons o f  the t own , i n  the 
gove rnmen t  compound , at the p o l ice  b arracks and in the area known a s  
Chinatown . Again the re were many more men than women i n  the t own 

The one mi grant s e t t lement , known a s  the P apuan S e t t lement , was 
found to be  a s ui tab le area for the survey . I t  wa s founded in 1956 
when the government set a s i de land fo r lease to Papuan 
and at the t ime o f  the s urvey i t  contained 9 5  hou s e s. 
o f  more  than 7 00 p eop l e  c ame from five di s t r i c t s  o f  P apua and f ive 

1 F i gure s supp l ied by the D i s t r i c t  O f fi c e , Lae . 
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d i s tr i c t s  o f  New Guine a . P ap uans (mainly from the Gulf and C entral  
D i s tr i c t s) outnumbered New Guineans  (mainly from the  Morobe and S epik 
D i s t r i cts) by 3 : 1. There was a sma l l  numbe r o f  p e r sons o f  mixe d  race 
l iv ing in the area and the Dep ar tment of Educ a t i on was e r e c t ing three 
hou s e s  which were o c cup ie d  by Europ ean s  l ater in the yea·

r. 

The P apuan S et t lement has two p ar t s  - the o r i ginal S e t tlement 
and a new upp er  s e c t i on. The ori ginal S e t tl emen t , l ai d  out around 
a vacan t  b lock of l and whi ch was in t ime to be deve l op e d  as a spor t s  
oval , began wi th shanty - s ty l e  dwe llings b ui l t  o f  randomly co.l l e c ted  
mater i al s . A very sma l l  s um is  p ai d  year ly by the  l e s s e e s  o . f the 
l and . At the t ime o f  the s urvey the governmen t  was a t temp ting t o  
r a i s e  the s tandard o f  dwe l l ings by requi ring owner s  to imp rove the i r  
home s to  a minimum va lue o f  $ 1 300 or  to  vacate  them . Mo s t  o f  the 
house s  were c on s t ruc t e d  o f  t imbe r  wi th a c orrugated  i ron roo f� we re  
e l evated on s t i l t s  and c ontained s everal rooms and a verandah* Near ly 
a l l  accommodated fami l i e s , hal f o f  them hous ing more than one fami ly . 
The average numb e r  o f  p e r sons p e r  dwe l l ing wa s nine. 

The new upp e r  s e c t i on at  the nor thern end o f  the Se t t lement c on ­
s i s te d  o f  one s treet  with 25 house s .  I t  was a housing area s imilar 
t o  Hoho l a  i n  that  l ow - co s t  hou s e s  were be ing o f fered on a 2 5 -yeat 
rent -purchas e  p l an .  At one end o f  the row there we re  a few house s 
o f  e xp e rimen t a l  de s i gn e re c t e d  by p rivate  emp l oyer s . For  the mo s t  
p ar t  the hou s e s  contained one fami ly o r  s ingle men , and the ave rage 
numb e r  of p e r s ons per dwe l ling was four. 

A S e t tlement S o c i e ty was formed in 19 5 9  to sup e rvi s e  the sma l l  
a ff ai r s  o f  the communi ty . At thi s  t ime S e t t lement chi ldren were  
walking s everal  mi l e s  t o  s chool  e ach day at  a nearby village , and the 
S oc i e ty a sked for a s choo l in the are a . The government took no imme ... 
d i a t e  ac t i on , but the Roman C a tho l i c mi s s i on bui l t  a s choo l adj acent 
to the are a . An app roach was a l s o  made t o  the ( then) London Mi s s i on· 
ary S oc i e ty in P o r t  More sby who app o inted a p a s t o r  t o  the are a  but 
p rovi de d  no s chool . Later the gove rnment d i d  open a s chool  near the 
government c omp ound to whi ch S e t t l emen t  chi l dren could  wal k  more 
e as i ly . F i na l ly , in the year of the s urvey the government op ened a 
s choo l wi thin the S e t tl emen t  i t se l f .  Thus p rimary s choo l ing was b e ing 
p r ovided in the are a  by the new government s choo l  and by S t  Mar t in de 
Porres miss i on s choo l whi ch op ened  in 1 9 5 9 . B o th p rovi ded c las s e s  
from s tandards  p reparatory to V ;  chi ldren in s t andard VI  were s ent 
away t o  b o arding s choo l s . There  was a smal l number  of  chi ldren in 
the S et t l ement (but a c on s i derab ly h i gher p ercentage than a t  Hoho l a )  
who d i d  no t go t o  s choo l . T h e  fac t that the he ad t e acher h a d  r emoved 
s ome of them dur ing the s choo l ' s  fir s t  t e rm i n  operat i on indi cated  
that  the  c l as s e s  were ove rcrowded and tha t  even wi th the  new s choo l  
the fac i l i ti e s  were inadequat e  ( se e  pp . 5 2 - 3 ) .  

Church s e rvi c e s  were h e l d  at  the P apua Ekale s i a  church wh ich was 
adj acent t o  the S e t t lement  and a t  the Roman C atho l i c  mi s s i on s chool  
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The town ' s Luthe ran chur ch was s ome ten minut e s ' wa lk away . A pre -
s choo l was c onduc ted in the local government council bui next 
to the P ap ua Ekal e sia church . On the opp o s i te s ide of the road next 
to the Roman C atho l ic mi s s ion s choo l the re was a row of t rade s tores . 
At the t ime o f  the s urvey the S e ttl ement S oc i e ty was p the 
e r e c t i on of a l i censed c lub. Two women ' s  c lubs were meeting r e gu ­
l ar l y , one under the ausp i ce s  of the P apua Eka l e s i a  and the o ther 
of  the we l fare s e c t i on of  the ( then) Dep ar tment of  Native Affai r s . 

Throughout this report , ' Lae ' has  been u sed ins tead of 
S e t t l emen t ' when the area is d iscus sed in r e l a t i on to the s e l ec te d  
areas in Port  More sby and Rabaul . 

Rab aul , now the s e c ond s t  t own , i s  s i tua ted on the Gaze l le 
P eninsula  o f  New Britain. It was es t ab li shed early in this 
as the headquar t e r s  of the German admini s tration and sub s e quen t ly 
became the headquart e r s  o f  the Au s tr a l i an admini s trat i on . The t own 
was evacuated in 1 9 3 7  fal lowing vo l c anic e rup t i ons whi ch smo thered i t  
wi th a sh and i t  was ob l i terated for a s e c ond t ime the S ec ond 
Wor l d  War . After  the war the gove rnment cons ide red o the r s i t e s  for 
the d i s t r i c t  headquar t e r s  be c ause of the vo l c anoe s near Rabaul , but 
the bus ine s s  communi ty ( b o th Europe an and Chine s e) re turned t o  the 
o ld s i t e  and began to rebui l d  the t own and the p or t . The , 
a ft e r  de l ibe rat ing for five years , final ly d e c i de d  t o  leave the di s ­
t ri c t  he adquar t e r s  in Rab aul b ut t o  maintain a s tr i c t  
wat ch . The t own was then rebuil t ac cord ing to  an o ff i c i a l  p l an 

T oday Rabaul i s  the b i gge s t  p o r t  o f  shipment in the , 
being the rece iver of copra for the New Guinea i s l and s region a s  
we l l  a s  that  grown l oca l ly . A p rivate  company ope rate s a cop r a ­
c ru shing mi l l  j u s t  ou t s i de the t own . C ocoa now p rovide s a prominent 
s e c ond indus try The re is a good ne twork of roads ove r the Gaze l le 
P eninsula whi ch date from German t ime s. Rabaul i s  al s o  an ai r 
c entre for the New Guine a  i s lands . 

Rabaul has the s ec ond lar ge s t  e xp a t ri a te popu l a t i on ( s ee  Tab l e  5 ) . 
In 19 6 1  the re we re 1 , 7 3 2  Europeans , 1 , 29 5  As ians and 435  p e r s ons o f  
mixed race 1 The indigenous p opul a t i on in 1 9 64 was e s t imated t o  b e  
smal l e r  ( b y  500)  than that o f  Lae . 

As in Lae , the indi genous  p opulation i s , with few 
mi grant . The re are no v i l lage s wi thin the town boundary and the 

s e t t l emen t s  (mainly o f  peop le  from the S and Morobe 
Dis t r i c t s  o f  New Guinea and from the Gul f  Di s t r i c t  o f  P apua) tech­
nical ly lie out s ide the t own. The indigenous popul a t i on of  the t own 
were  l iving mainly in dome s ti c  s ervants ' quar te r s  in the ean 

F i gure s s upp l i e d  by the S ub -di s t ri c t  O f fi c e , Rabau l . 
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s e c t ions , i n  p rivat e  enterp ri s e  l ab our c omp ound s i n  the indu s t r i a l  
area , and in the gove rnmen t  comp ound. The re were again many more 
men than women . The smal l numbe r  of indi genous fami l i e s  was re ­
f l e c t e d  by the fac t that  there  was no p re - s choo l  and only two p r imary 
s cho ol s  for ind i genous chi l dren in the t own area. The gove rnment 
s chool , situa te d  a t  the Torch B e arer  Center of  the Me thodi s t  Mi s s i on , 
t augh t  c la s s e s  from s tandards p rep aratory to V ,  whi l e  S t  Mar t in de 
P orre s Roman C a tholi c mi s s i on s chool o f fe re d  al l c l a s s e s at  the 
p rimary l eve l . Bo th s choo l s  had been in operat ion for at  l e a s t five 
year s . 

Rab aul town has no area that c an rea s onab ly be  equat e d  e i the r  
wi th Hoho l a  in P o r t  Mo re sby or  wi th the P apuan S e t t l ement i n  Lae. 
W i th few e xcep t i ons the l oc a l  To l ai p e op le , who p r ov i de about one 
q uart e r  o f  the work force in the t own , 1 c ommu te dai ly from the i r  
v i l lage s . There was one area near t h e  local  market , howeve r , whi ch 
p rovided a fair amount o f  fami ly accommodation. Thi s inc l uded the 
main gove rnment c ompound , a group o f  low-co s t  hou s e s for ren t ­
p urchas e , and fami ly ac commoda t i on p rovided b y  the C ommonwea l th 
D ep ar tment o f  Works. The re was a l s o  a s i ze able amount o f  fami ly 
ac c ommo da t i on p rovided a t  the p o l i c e  b arracks and a sma l l e r  amount 
at  the e xt en s i on of  the government compound a t  Rap indik b eyond the 
a i r fie ld and t echni c a l ly out s i d e  the town ' s s outhern boundary . 
The s e  are as  were cho s en for the survey in Rab aul , even though they 
d id no t ful f i l  the ideal  o f  be ing area s  that  func t ioned as  s oc i a l  
uni t s  in thems e lve s. S uch area s  d i d  not exi s t  wi th i n  the t own . 

Near ly 600 peop l e  were l iving in the se area s  a t  the t ime o f  the 
s urvey . The hous e s , e ach de s i gned to a c c ommodate one family uni t , 
we re s imi l ar to  tho s e  in the o lder  s e c t i ons o f  Hoho l a  in Por t 
More s by and in the uppe r s e c t i on o f  the P ap uan S et t l ement in Lae . 
The average number  o f  p e r s ons p e r  dwe l l ing was f ive. They c ame 
from e i gh t  admini s tr a t ive d i s t ric t s  o f  New Guinea and from f ive d i s ­
t r i c t s  o f  P apua . New Guineans  outnumbered P apuans by 2 : 1 .  The few 
Europe ans, As i ans and p eop l e  o f  mixed race l iving in the s e  areas  
were all  oc cupying hous e s  under  the 2 5 -ye ar rent -purchase  s cheme . 

The main government hous ing are a , b eing cen tral ly s i tuated , was 
wi thin easy  walking d i s tance o f  b o th schoo l s , and a bus t ransp or ted  
chi ldren l iving a t  the p o l ic e  b arracks t o  and from s choo l and brough t 
them b ack home t o  lunch . Chi l dren l iving at Rap ind ik , however ,  had 
a l ong walk t o  s choo l e i ther in the town or a t  the neare s t  local  
vi l l age. 

Henc e fo r th , the s e  are a s  have b e en c omb ined for gene ral  ana ly s i s 
and have been c al l ed ' Rab aul ' .  

E s t imate  made by the D ep ar tmen t o f  L ab our , Rab aul. 



Chap ter  3 

The guided interv iew was the s ource of data  for thi s  
s urvey . Guide que s t i ons were intended t o  e li c i t  the e xp re s s i on 
o f  ide as  and a t t i tude s and t o  fac tual d a t a  agains t wh ich 
the s e  c ould b e  ted . in New Guinea pos e s  s ome 
p ar t i cular p r ob lems o f  c ommunic at i on , a s  a p e r s on who doe s not  
unde r s tand a q ue s t i on may ap o logize  for his  i gnorance and become 
c on fu s e d  rather than s tate that  he doe s not unde r s t and There  i s  
al s o  a danger that  s ome may fee l  that the re are r i gh t  and wrong , 
good and b ad , and ac ceptab le  and unacc ep t ab l e  answe r s  Furthe r ­
more , the cultural background o f  Papuans and New Guineans i s  s o  
di f fe rent from that  o f  exp at r iate  re s e arch worke rs  that  i t  i s  not 
unreas onabl e  t o  e xp e c t  di  o f  t at i on on b o th s ide s . 
In v i ew o f  the s e  p r oblems o f  c ommunic at i on , under s t anding and 
int e rp re t at i on, the t echnique was t e s ted in a s ix weeks 

,
pi l o t  

s tudy unde r taken in Kauge re , a hous are a in P o r t  
More sby whi ch me t the s urvey spec i fi c at i ons . The 
rev i s e d  during th is period and proc edures  for 
e s tabli shing rapport  and conduc ting interviews 

The l o t  survey showed that fami l ie s  who s e  olde s t  chi ld had 
no t reached the upp e r  s tandards o f  p r imary s chool  had 
l i t t le though t t o  the i r  children ' s  h i gher educ at i on and emp 
ment . Ac c ording ly , i t  was dec i ded  t o  interview al l the fami l ie s  
l iving i n  the s e lec ted are as who were l ooking after  chi ldren 
at s t andard s V and VI o f  primary s chool  In  Lae and 
due to the ab s ence o f  a s tandard VI at the government 
s chool s ,  it was dec ided t o  inc lude fami lie s wi th children 
s t andard IV as  we l l  F ami l i e s  wi th ch i ldren s tandard VI 
a t  b oard ing s choo l  we re a l s o  included as  the ch i ldren would o the r ­
wi s e  have b een l iving at  home . The chi ldren i n  the s e  s tandard s 
are re ferred t o  as  the sele c te d  ch i l dren . 
them we re wi th the i r  own 

c ared for by 
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A d i s t inc t i on h as been made be tween p arent and guardi an fami l ie s  
i n  the ana lys i s  when app ropriate . l 
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B y  this p rocedure 1 13 fami l i e s  were s e l e c ted  f o r  interv i ew . One 
fami ly in Lae re s i s te d  b e ing interviewed 2 and one in P or t  More sby 
wen t  on leave b e fore an interv iew c ould b e  arr anged . Thi s  rep ort  
is  there fore b as ed on  dat a c o l lec ted from 1 1 1  fami l i e s  - 52  in Port  
More sby , 34 in  Lae and 25 in Rabau l . 

P re l iminary ac t iv i t ie s  in the f i e ld inc lud e d  consul tat i on wi th 
the we l fare worker s  and o ther o ff i c e r s  o f  the then Dep ar tment o f  
Native Af fai r s  conce rned wi th the s e l e c ted are a s  for gene ral orien­
tat i on and informa t i on . The loc a l  D i s tr ict Education O f fi c e s  were  
v i s i ted for s tat i s t ic al informa t i on on  numbe r  o f  s ch oo l s , teacher s  
and pup i l s , and f o r  informa t i on o n  chi ldren s ent away t o  b o arding 
s choo l s . The re l i gious mi s s i ons operat ing in the areas were c on ­
s u l ted  a l s o . 

C ontac t wi th the f ami l i e s  was made in two ways . F i r s t , a vi s i t  
was made t o  the s chool s  t o  mee t  the teacher s and e s t ab l i sh c ontac t 
wi th the ch i l dren . Thos e  in s t andards  IV , V and VI c omp le t e d  a 
one -p age que s t i onnaire whi ch p r ov ided s uch b a s i c  informa t i on as  
the i r  name , p lace o f  re s i dence , home d i s t r ic t , re l i g i on , and the 
occup a t i on of the ir p arent s ( or guard ian s )  and o lder brothers  and 
s i s te r s . In addi t ion , they answered que s t ions  on wha t  occup a t i on 
they would  l i ke t o  fol l ow when they fini shed s chool  and how they 
spent the i r  l e i s ure t ime ( s e e  Appendix A) . S ec ond ly , a ' censu s ­
typ e ' inqui ry was made a t  a l l  hous e s  in the areas  (s e e  App endix B ) .  
A s  there  were n o  s tree t name s and o ften n o  house numb e r s , i t  was a 
means o f  l o c a t ing fami l ie s , i t  as s i s ted  in e s t ab l i sh ing rappo r t  and 
i t  p rovided de s cr ip tive informat i on about the are as . 3 

The s choo l and h ome v i s i t s  were imp or t ant p re l iminari e s  in 
e s t ab l i shing rappor t . What  was be ing d one , who was do ing i t  and 

P arent fami l i e s  inc luded b i o logi c a l  p aren t s , s tep -parent s and 
c oup le s  who had adop ted a s e le c ted chi ld . Guardian fami l i e s  
inc luded c oup le s  who we re c ar ing f o r  a s e le c ted  ch i ld whom they 
i denti fied  as a temp orary add i t i on to and not a p ar t  o f  the fami ly . 
2 

The head o f' thi s  fami ly was reputed t o  be  o f  l ow mental i ty .  He 
remained s i lent when app roache d , so the inte rv iew was ab andoned .  
Ano ther fami ly l iv ing in the s ame dwe l l ing was inte rviewed wi thout 
d i f f ic ul ty . 
3 

Thi s  ' cens us - type ' inquiry p r ov ided a great deal  o f  o therwi s e  
unavai l ab le s o c i o gr aphi c  d a t a  whi ch h ave b een p roce s se d  o n  an I BM 
1 62 0  c omputer  and are avai l ab l e  to  o ther re s e arch worke r s  a t  the 
New Guinea Re s e arch Uni t  o f f i c e  in C anbe rra . 
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i t  was done were c are exp lained . S ince the re s e ar ch 
worke r s  were women , the i r  ini t i a l  c ontac t  wi th the women at the i r  

hour s when the men were away a t  work was us e fu l  in h ome s 
deve of mutual accep t ance . Whereas  the women were 
o f ten shy re t i cent in the p re s ence o f  the ir  , were 

ar t iculate  and c on f ident dur ing the ' census ' vi s i t s. 
The i r  c ommand o f  s imp le in Port  and of  New Guinea 

in Lae and Rab aul for thi s purp os e. 
The re s e arch worker s  had and were ab le  
t o  c onduc t mo s t  o f  the ' census an ter 
When c ommunication was di f f icul t  a woman o f ten s ol ic i ted  the 
o f  a friend or ne ighbour without emb arras smen t . I t  was a l so not 
uncommon for a young woman wi th a b e t t er - th an -usual c ommand o f  
e i ther t o  offer to go next door o r  down the r oad to t r ans -
l at e  a t  a hou s e  whe re neither was The ' census ' 

in e ach area t o ok s everal and gave re s i dent s an 
t o  b e c ome used  t o  the re s e arch worker s  as wa lked  

o r  cyc led about the are a. In  Port  one  of  the re s e arch 
worke r s  l ived in Hohola with he r , but  i t  was not p o s s ib le 
t o  make s imi l ar in Lae and 

Whenever icab l e  the re s e arch worker who had made 
c ontact  wi th the fami and c onduc ted  the interv iew Wi th 
the one of a teache r and h i s  wi fe interviewed at the home 
o f  the r e s earch worker in Hoho l a , al l o f  the interviews we re 
he l d  at the home of the interviewed fami Wherever p os s ib l e  
were  he l d  wi th b o th ( or a t  the s ame t ime and , 
as  may be s een in T able 6, th i s  was achieved in 96 ins tance s . The 
fac t that the re s e arch worke r s  were women 
from the women and did not appear create  undue di f ficul t i e s  in 
e s t ab l  wi th the men One o f  the three father s  

T ab le 6 

in Port 31 1 1 6  2 
in Lae 27 1 1 5 
in Rab aul 12 1 4 5 2 

T o t a l  7 0  3 5 2 6  4 

2 

1 

3 

1 
The f ac t  that the re s e arch worker s  we re women may we l l  

h ave influenc ed the int e rviewe e s ' s tated p re ference s  f or men o r  women 
t e acher s  and for or  te ache r s  ( s e e  p 5 
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interv i ewed s ingly was a widower and the o ther two were  p e rmanently 
s ep arated . The husbands of  the f ive mothers  interviewed s ingly 
were t emp orari ly ab s ent  on j ob p o s t ings . The wive s of two of the 
male  guardi ans were  permanently s ep arated and the wive s o f  the 
other two were  t emp orar i ly ab s en t  on home vi l lage v i s it s , whi le the 
husbands o f  the three femal e  guardi ans.we re in hosp i t al or tempora­
r i ly ab s ent on  job pos tings . Exp re s s i ons  o f  op inions and i deas  we re 
recorded on a fami ly b as i s  unle s s  there was d i s agreement . F ac tual 
data were gathered for 2 17 ind ividual s ( 1 1 1  men and 106 women) to  
inc lude the t emp orari ly ab s ent spouse s .  No data wer e  rec o rded for 
the p ermanent ly ab s ent wive s . 

C ont rary t o  formal interv i ew p rocedure but e s s ent i al t o  good 
rappor t and p e rmi s s ive a tmo s phere in the c ontext of thi s  s urvey , 
the interviews were frequen t ly he l d  in the p re sence o f  numerous 
chi l dren , re l a t ive s and ne i ghb ours who sat in for al l o r  part of 
the int e rview . Rare ly , howeve r ,  did members  of the ' as s emb ly '  take 
an ac t ive p ar t  in the interview . 

The interviews t ook p lace in the l iving are a o f  the hous e , on 
the verandah or out-o f -doors  under  a tree . I f  a fami ly had a t ab le 
and cha i r s  or  b enche s , the group o ft en gathered around the t ab l e . 
Frequent ly , howeve r ,  everyone s a t  on woven mat s  on the floor , on a 
wooden p l at form bui l t  around a tree trunk , or on the ground . The 
r e s e arch worke r s  took c are to re s i s t any s ugge s t i on o f  a ' ma s t e r ­
s e rvan t ' r e l a t i onship at  t h e  interv i ew . Wi th the e xc ep t i on o f  s ome 
fami l ie s  in Por t More sby , b e ing interv i ewed was a nove l e xp erienc e . 
Al though i t  was obvi ous , p ar t icularly among the women , that  they 
were unused t o  ho l d ing d i s cu s s i ons  as  equa l s wi th exp at riate s ,  the 
interv i ewe e s  general ly s e emed p leased  to p ar t i c ip a te in the s tudy . 
Ap ar t from the one re fu s a l  t o  b e  interviewed , c o - op e r a t i on was 
c ons i s tent ly good . The interviewe e s  were a s s ured tha t  the inte r ­
v i ews were  c onfiden t i a l . I t  was made c lear that the re s e arch 
worke r s  were a t t ached t o  a unive r s i ty l and no t t o  a government 
depar tment or  re l igious  mi s s i on .  

S imp le  Engl i sh o r  New Guinea P id gin was u s e d  in mo s t  o f  the 
interviews and no maj or d i f f i c ul t i e s  of c omp rehen s i on were  en ­
countered . Th� few ins t anc e s  where there  was s ome d i f f icul ty , as  
in p re s enting a hypo thet ic a l  idea , have been no ted in the ana ly s i s  
o f  findings . I f  l anguage d i f f icul t i e s  we re encountered during the 
' cens us ' inqui ry or  whi le arranging the interv i ew , arrangement s 
were  made for an interpre te r ; but  when the interviewe e s ' l anguage 

S ome fami l i e s  in Por t More sby knew members  of the New Guine a 
Re s e arch Uni t who had worked o r  l ived in the s e lec t e d  are a . O ther s 
h ad s ome idea o f  the nature o f  a univer s i ty fo l l owing the v i s i t s  
o f  the C ommi s s i on on H i gher Educ a t i on i n  1 9 63 . 
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ab i was fair the as s i s tance o f  a fri end o r  member o f  the fami 
would  in a l l  l ike l ihood b e  a t  the 

was p re ferred rather than an emp l oyed no t be 
accep tab l e  or  imp ly an ins u l t  to  the fami Thus in addi t i on t o  
9 o c c as i ons  when an was taken to the interv i ew , there 
were  17  intervi ews (7  in Port More sby , 6 in Lae and 4 in 
when as s i s t ance in inte rpre t a t i on of the more d i f ficu l t  s e c t i ons o f  
the inte rview was given by a friend o r  a member  o f  the On 
three occas i ons in P or t  More s by a sho r t  re turn v i s i t  was made wi th 
an to c l ar i  s ome p o int s or to c omp le te the informa -
t ion . There were di f f icul t i e s  in c onnnuni c a t i on a t  s ix o f  the 
intervi ews . As shown in T ab le 7 ,  mo s t  of the interviews in P o r t  
More sby we re c onduc ted in s imp le  s h  whi le i n  L a e  and Rabaul 
the maj or i ty we re in New Guinea P idgin . 

T ab le 7 

44 4 3 51  
New Guinea 1 2 2  14 3 7  
Eng l i sh and New Guinea P 6 8 14 

(wi th 6 2 8 
Motu (wi th interp re ter)  1 1 

Total  52 25 1 1 1  

One o r  o ther o f  the two r e s e arch workers  c onduc ted e ach inte r ­
view . No te s were made o n  the interv i ew s chedule form ( s ee 
C )  a t  the t ime o f  the interview , as  far as  p o s s ib le in the inte r ­
viewee ' s  own word s . The re s e arch worke r s  had no reason to b e l i eve 
that  thi s  inhib i ted the interviewe e s  t o  any extent . 
p robe s were used  t o  up on and/ or c l ari 
e l i c i t  a response from the s e c ond or 

The ave rage length of interv i ew was 1 hour and 40 minute s .  
P arent inte rviews t ook a t ime 1 hour and 50  
than guardi an interviews 1 hour and 3 0  The 

o f  inte rview r anged from 1 h our to  4 hour s  and 15 minute s ,  
and two - thirds  o f  the intervi ews fe l l  wi thin the range 1 hour and 
30 minu tes  t o  2 hour s . 



Chap ter  4 

The analys e s  for thi s  chap ter  have been b as ed on a t o tal o f  2 17 
p e r s ons , 1 1 1  men and 106  women . In  add i t i on t o  the 2 0 7  individual s 
( 10 3  men and 1 04 women) who took p ar t  in the 1 1 1  inte rv i ews , bas ic  
data were  c o l lec ted about 8 men and 2 women who we re temporar i ly 
ab s en t  but who se s choo l ing , re l i gi on and o ther charac ter i s t i c s  we re 
c ons idered t o  have in f l uence d  the home and fami ly env i ronment .  

As the record ing o f  age i s  a p o s t - contac t innovat i on , the s tated  
age s are  given wi th s ome re s e rvation . The  ave rage s tated age  o f  
the interviewe e s  was 3 3  years . The i r  average age and range o f  age 
is given in T ab le 8 .  The 1 1  men and 10  women for whom no age was 
recorded were mo s tly o lder pers ons who had no knowl edge o f  thei r  
age s . There we re n o  s i gni f i c an t  d i f fe rence s i n  the average age s in 
the three t owns 1 but , as  the tab l e  shows , the p aren t s  were  an ave ­
rage o f  ten years o ld e r  than the guardi ans . The p arent cate gory 
inc l uded adop t ive p arent s which e xp l ains why s ome young p aren t s  had 
chi l dren 12 years of age . 

T ab le 8 

P aren t s  Guardians 

Average age 
men 39  28 36 
women 3 5  2 3  3 1  

Range o f  age 
men 2 7 - 55 2 0 - 3 6  2 0 - 5 5  
women 24 -48 1 6 - 3 0  1 6 -48 

1 
The average age o f  the men in P o r t  More sby , Lae and Rabaul was 

34 , 3 7  and 3 8  years re spec t ive ly ;  that o f  the women was 3 1  years 
in e ach town . 

2 3  
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S ome 7 1  p e r  c ent of the inte rviewe e s  c ame from P apua and 2 9  per 
c ent from New Guinea . The country is d ivided into 1 5  admini s trat ive 
d i s t ri c t s  wh ich are in turn d iv ided into s ub -d i s tric t s . Tab l e  9 
shows tha t al though 5 9  p e r  c ent c ame from the Gul f and C entra l  D i s ­
t r i c t s  o f  P apua , 1 2  o f  the 1 5  d i s t r i c t s  were rep re s ented . Among 
the Gul f D i s tr ic t  p e op l e  85 per cent c ame from Kukip i  S ub -d i s t r i c t . 1 

D e sp i te a smal l er number  o f  fami l i e s , Rabaul h ad the broade s t  re ­
p re s entat i on o f  home d i s t r i c t s  due t o  the inc lus i on o f  the p o l ice  
barracks in the  s t udy 

P apua 
C entral 
Gul f 
Mi lne B ay 
Nor thern 
S outhern H i gh l and s 
We s tern 

New Guinea 
B ougainvi l l e  
E a s t e rn H i gh l ands 
Madang 
Manus 
Moro be  
New B r i tain 
New I re l and 
S ep i k  
We s te rn H i ghland s 

To tal 

T ab l e  9 

More sby 

1 6  2 3  
2 2  1 9  

7 3 
3 2 

3 3 

l 

1 

5 2  5 1  

Lae 

4 3 
1 7  1 7  

1 1 

5 5 

7 7 

34 3 3  

Rab aul Total  

2 
1 

1 

l 

l 
3 
l 
3 
5 
3 
4 

3 2 2  2 9  
1 40  3 7  

7 3 
1 4 3 

5 4 

1 l 2 
3 3 3 
l 1 l 
2 8 7 
4 6 4 
3 3 3 
3 1 1  1 0  

2 5  2 2  1 1 1  1 0 6  

In a maj ori ty ( 6 1 p e r  c ent)  o f  t h e  marr iage s b o th husband and 
wi fe were from the s ame rural v i l l age area , in 2 � per  cent they 
we re from d i f ferent vi l lage s wi thin the s ame s ub -d i s t r i c t ,  and in 
the remaining 18  per c ent they we re from d i f fe rent s ub -d i s t r i c t s . 

Ryan ( 1 9 64 : 1)  points  out that Kukip i  S ub -d i s tr i c t has a very h i gh 
ab s entee rate - abou t one -quar te r o f  the p opulat ion and nearly 
one -hal f of the ab le -bodied  men .  
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There  were two marriage s  invo lving a P apuan and a New Guinean . The 
comb inat i ons o f  di f feren t  s ub -d i s t r i c t s  in marr iage and the s ub ­
di s t r i c t  wi th which the s e l e c te d  chi l d  iden t i f i ed hims e l f  i s  shown 
in App endix E .  Women from Rigo S ub -d i s tr i c t  featured p r ominent ly 
in the s e  mixed  marr iage s . 

On an average the men had spent 17  ye ars  away from the i r  home 
v i l lage , the women 1 1  ye ars . Tab l e  10 shows the average length and 
range o f  t ime s ince l e aving the home vi l l age for  the f i r s t t ime and 
the l ength o f  t ime s ince c oming t o  the t own o f  inte rview and the 
prec i s e  area of that  t own . l As wi th s t ated age s , the s e  f i gure s are 

Average  numbe r  of ye ars 
s ince l e av ing the home 
v i l l age for the f i r s t  

Table 1 0  

P or t  
More s by 

Lae Rab au l  T o ta l  

t ime 1 7  1 1  1 6  1 2  1 9  1 2  1 7  1 1  

spent in t own o f  
interview 1 2  

sp en t  i n  s e l ec ted  area* 3 

Range o f  years 
s ince l e av ing the home 
v i l l age for the firs t 

9 8 

3 5 

7 6 

5 4 

4 

3 

9 

4 

7 

3 

t ime 5 -4 1  0 - 2 6  2 - 29 0 - 2 9  7 -3 1  0 - 24 2 -4 1  0 - 29 

spent in t own o f  
interv i ew 0 -3 7  0 - 19 

in s e lec t e d  are a* 0-4 0 -4 

0 - 17 0 - 17 0 - 3 0  0 - 17 

0 - 10 0 - 10 0 - 13 0 -8 

0 - 37  0 - 19 

0 - 13 0 - 10 

* The t ime at  whi ch the fir s t  fami l ie s  moved into the s e l e c te d  are as 
is d i scus s ed in chap ter 2 .  

1 
The years s ince l e av ing the home v i l l age we re not nec e s s ari ly 

spent in an urb an env i ronment . T ime s p en t  away from the v i l l age 
dur ing the war or wh i l e  working on p l anta t i ons and sma l l  out ­
s t a t i ons was inc luded s ince the s i gni fican t  a sp e c t was the p er i od 
spen t  away from the home vi l lage . 
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given wi th s ome re s e rvat i on . The h i gher average for Rab aul 
resul t s  from the inc lu s i on of 12 p o l ic emen who had had l ong and 
var ie d  exp erienc e s  away from h ome . 1 Th i rty - f ive men , or more than 
hal f o f  tho s e  o l d  enough for mi l i t ary s e rvi ce , de s c r ibed war - t ime 
work as c argo c arriers , road bui lder s , med i c al order l i e s , s o l d i er s , 
c oas t -watche r s  and int e rp re t e r s  b o th with the Al l ie d  F or c e s  and 
wi th A . N . G . A . U  (Au s tra l i an New Guine a Admini s t rative Uni t ) . 

Two - thirds  o f  the men had made the i r  f ir s t  t r ip away from the 
home vi l be fore mar r i age but thre e -quar te r s  of the women were 
married  b e fore they le f t  the ir vi l l age for the f i r s t  t ime . The 
women who had le f t  the i r  vi l be fore marriage had gone w i th 
the i r  p arents t o  l ive e l s ewhere , t o  a t tend a board ing s chool or  
f o r  an arranged mar r iage . 

Tab le 1 1  shows that the re l igi ous a f f i l i a t i on o f  the int e rv iewe e s  
was in the main wi th the P ap ua Eka l e s ia ( 5 2 p e r  c ent)  and wi th Roman 
C a tho l i c i sm ( 2 1  p e r  cent) . The ins tance s in whi ch re l i gious p re ­
fe renc e s  d i f fered wi thin the fami are d i s c u s s ed in chap ter 9 and 
are l i s ted in Appendix F .  

T ab le 1 1  

P or t  
L� Rabaul Total  

Mi s s i on More sby 

P ap ua Ekale s ia 3 6  3 6  1 6  1 7  4 4 5 6  5 7  
Roman C atho l i c  5 6 9 9 9 8 2 3  2 3  
Me thod i s t 3 2 7 5 10  7 
Lutheran 1 5 4 1 1 6 6 
S eventh Advent i s t  2 2 2 1 1 1 5 4 
Angl i c an 5 4 2 2 7 6 
Jehovah ' s  Wi tne s s  1 1 1 1 
B aha ' i  F a i th 1 1 1 1 
None 1 1 1 2 1 

T o tal  5 2  5 1  34 33 25 2 2  1 1 1  1 0 6  

1 
T h e  ave rage l ength o f  t ime s ince leaving the home vi l l age for  

the Rabaul p o l ic emen was 21  years  and for  thei r  wive s 14 years . 
One l i s t e d  p o s t ings a t  s even d i ffe rent s t at i ons and the maj ori ty 
had l ive d at  five and more s ta t i ons . 
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When mos t  o f  the interviewee s were young the only opportunit ie s  
f or s choo l ing were prov ided by mi s s i on s chool s ,  the pr imary ob j e c ­
t ive o f  wh ich wa s t o  fa c i l it a t e  re l ig ious instruct ion . At tha t  
t ime there were no uni form s tandard s and the d a i ly s chedule of t en 
inc luded hour s o f  gardening , build ing and other pra c t ica l a c t iv ity 
f or the mis s i on as we l l  as c l a s s ro om work . Th i s  s choo l ing can b e  
only r oughly equated wit h pre s ent d a y  s tandard s ,  and f ive year s  o f  

i o n  s choo l ing at  that  t ime might be  the equiva l e nt o f  two or  
t hree year s  of  pr e sent day s choo l ing . I t  has b een ( and often s t i l l  
i s )  the pract ice i n  mi s s ion s choo l s  t o  prov ide  a minimum amount o f  
s choo l ing up t o  about s tandard I I  leve l in the v i l lage and then t o  
s end a few o f  the mor e  p r omi s ing pup i l s  t o  area s choo l s . Many o lder  
men knew how many year s t hey had a t t ended s chool  but  had no  idea  
what s tandard had b een c omp l e t ed . F or the s e  reasons f our gener a l  
c at eg or ie s have b e e n  used : n o  forma l s chool ing , le s s  than s tandard 
I II (or up to 5 years  of v i l lage mi s s ion s chool ing ) , s tandard s I II -V I  
( or more  t han f ive yea r s  o f  mi s s i on s choo l ing )  and b eyond s tandard 
VI . The amount of the i r  forma l s choo l ing is pre s ented in the f o l ­
l owing tab le . 

Tab l e  1 2  

Port 
Lae Rabaul Tot a l  

More sby 

No forma l s chool ing 3 2 6 2 7 6 1 6  1 0  
Le s s  than · s tandard I l l · . 9 ·  1 8  1 3  l 7 . . . ·6 · 7  2 8 42 
S t andard s I II -VI 2 6  30  1 1  1 3  7 9 44 5 2  

T o t a l  5 2  5 1  34 3 3  25 2 2  1 1 1  10 6  

S chool ing t aken s ome t ime a f t e r  ini t ia l  s chool ing wa s c omp l e t ed 
ha s b e en c ons ide red in c omp i l ing t h i s  tab le in order t o  p lace  ind i­
v idua l s  at  the ir leve l o f  s chool ing at  the t ime o f  interview . An 
overwhe lming ma j or i ty o f  the men ( 86 pe r cent ) had r e ce ived s ome 
s choo l ing but  few ( 2 1  per cent ) had rece ived any b eyond s t andard VI . 
A h igher per cent age o f  t he women had had s ome s choo l ing but on ly 
two , b oth of whom were under 20  year s of age , had had s chool ing 
b eyond s tandard VI . 

Tab le 1 3  pre s ent s the type o f  s choo l ing rece ived and , a s  may be 
s e e n ,  mos t  o f  tho s e  with  any g overnme nt s choo l ing had a t t ended 
s choo l beyond s tand ard VI . The three me n with government s choo l ing 
only were  f r om Rabaul and Kavieng Sub- d i s tr ic ts wher e  the g overnment 
prov ided s choo l s  b e f or e  the war . 
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Le s s  than s tandard I II 
S t andard s I II - VI 

Total  

Tab l e  1 3  

2 8  
3 8  

68 

4 1  
5 1  

9 2 

g overnment 
s chool ing 

5 

24  2 

Government 
s chool 

only 

3 2 

E ighteen me n ,  1 2  o f  whom had prev ious ly comp l e ted s chool ing b eyond 
s tandard VI , were undertaking edu ca t i ona l a c t iv i t ies  that invo lved 
f orma l ins t ruc t ion at t he t ime of the survey . They were engaged 
e ither in ful l - t ime s t udy at the tra ining col l ege of the Department 
o f  Po s t s  and Telegraph s , the Port More sby Teacher s '  Col lege and the 
Admini s t ra t ive Col lege , or in par t - t ime corre s pondence s tudy . The 
me n in fu l l - t ime s t udy were  re ce iving a s t ipend c omparab le with the 
pay they would be  rece iv ing in the i r  j ob s . Genera l ly the men taking 
c orre s p ondence c our s e s  a t tended c la s s e s  on two evenings a week . 

In the pas t ,  5 2  ( or 4 7  per cent ) o f  the me n had acquired s ome 
add it iona l  tra ining - e i ther on the j ob ,  through corr e s pondence , or 
in shor t - t erm spe c i a l  c our s e s . The numb e r s  und e r taking p o s t - s choo l  
t ra ining increa s ed a s  the leve l o f  the ir ini t ia l  s chool ing increa sed . 
The tra ining ranged from i n - s e rv i c e  pol ice tra ining among thos e with 
no forma l s choo l ing to t eacher t ra ining , corr e s pondence for pre - ent ry l 

or  the Junior Cer t if icate , and agr i cul tura l , po s t a l  and t e legraph i c , 
pa s t oral  and t e chn ical  cour s e s  among thos e  with s choo l ing beyond 
s t andard VI . 

Of the women , 5 6  had rece ived le s s  s choo l ing than the i r  husband s , 
3 6  had re c e ived the s ame amount and 1 4  had rece ived more . Thi s  d i s ­
par i ty wa s augmen ted by the sub s equent t ra ining wh ich many of  the 
men had rece ived wh i le only four of  the women had undertaken a ny 
po s t - s choo l  ins t ruc t ion or  t ra ining . One had rece ived a yea r ' s  
tra in ing i n  t eaching hand icra f t s ,  another had c omp l e t ed the ' A '  
t ea cher tra ining c our s e , and two had tra ined a s  nur s e s  Forty- n ine 
women , however , men t i oned part i c ipat i on in women ' s  c lub act ivit i e s  
where  they had rece ived ins t ruc t i on i n  homemak ing , ch i ld care , 

Comp l e t ion of wh ich was required f or entrance t o  the aux i l iary 
d ivi s i on of the pub l ic s ervice  pr ior to the Pub l ic Serv i ce Ord i­
nance 1 9 64 . 



s ewing or baske tweaving . Three women had at tended sho r t - t e rm 
women ' s  c lub tra ining cour s e s  and s ix o ther s  had a t t ended evening 
c la s s e s  in Eng l ish . 

Language fac i l ity 

Severa l hund red ve rna cular language s are spoken throughout the 
c ountry . Po l ice Mot u , howeve r ,  ha s become a fairly  wide s pr ead 
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l ingua franca in Papua and New Gu inea P id g i n  in New Guinea . Fur ther ­
more , s ome mi s s ions  have used one v il lage or  area la nguage a s  a 
chur ch language , t rans lat ing pa r t s  .of the B ib le int o i t  and t ea ching 
i t  in the ir s choo l s  over  extended area s . Eng l i s h i s  the of f ic ia l  
language throughout the c ountry . 

Wi th the exi s te nc e  o f  many language s  in t�e urban areas it  i s  
a n  advantage t o  have fac i l ity i n  more than one . A man may , for 
examp l e , use  h i s  v i l lage language with h i s  wife , his  church language 
with hi s fr iend s , New Guinea Pid g in at the market ,  and Eng l i sh in 
his j ob .  The f o l l owing tab le , g iv ing the average numb e r  of language s 
s p oken by the interv iewe e s  ind i cat e s  cons iderab le  l ingui s t ic  ski l l . 
N o  eva lua t ion wa s made of  how we l l  a language wa s spoke n  bu t i t  ha s 
n o t  b e e n  inc luded in the tabulat i on if  the inte rviewee ind i ca t ed 
j u s t a l it t le knowled ge . 

Tab l e  1 4  

in Port in  Lae i n  

by men 4 . 4  3 . 4 3 . 8  4 . 0  

For  a l l  of the men the language s inc luded at  lea s t  one 
Al though this wa s a l s o  t rue f or a ma j or i ty of  the wome n , 

per  c e nt o f  the women in  Lae s p oke no Mos t  o f  
the s e  were  Gul f  D i s t r i c t  women whos e  verna cular language wa s Toar ip i . 
N o  progre s s ive c orr e lat ion wa s f ound b e twee n  the l e ngth o f  ab se nc e  
f r om home a nd the numbe r  o f  l ingue franche s p oke n . On an average 
the men in Por t  More sby s poke more l ingue franche ( 2 . 2 ) than tho s e  
i n  Lae ( 1 . 8 ) or  Rabaul ( 1 . 7 ) . Due t o  the predomi nance o f  Papuans 
among the interv iewed fami l ie s , the mos t freque nt c omb inat ion wa s 
s imp le Eng l i sh a nd Po l ic e  Motu . There wa s a pr ogre s s ive r e l a t ion­
ship b e twee n  the educa t ion  o f  the men a n� t he number  o f  
franche s p oke n .  The number s of ind iv idua l s  who s a id they  s poke a 
part icular is  s hown in f o l l owing tab le .  

Al l  but 1 o f  the 9 5  men who had a t t e nded s chool s a id tha t  they 
were l it erate in s ome language and 4 of  t he 1 6  who . had not a t te nd ed 
s choo l c la imed s ome l it e racy in New Guinea Pid g in . · Two me n with 
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Tab l e  1 5  

P o r t  
L a e  Rabaul Total  

More sby 

S aid they sp oke 
Engl i sh 44 7 1 0  1 10  64  8 
New Guinea P idgin 2 3  5 3 1  1 6  2 5  2 0  7 9  4 1  
P o l i ce Motu  48  40 20  9 8 5 7 6  5 4  

spoke s ome 
5 1 7  1 9 6 7 1 2  3 3  

New Guinea P id gin 8 4 1 8 2 9 14 

le s s  than s tandard III s chool ing had b e c ome l i terate in Eng l i sh on 
the i r  own , and ano the r 7 in th i s  educ a t i on c a te gory c l aimed s ome 

in Eng l i sh . More than hal f o f  the 44 men wi th s t andard 
I I I -VI s choo l ing s a id they we re ab le to read and wr i te in Engl i sh 
and 12  more c laimed s ome l i te racy in Eng l i sh . Al l the men wi th 

beyond s tandard VI c l aimed l i t e racy in Engl i sh . Among 
the women , 45 s aid they we re l i terate in s ome language but only 9 
c l aimed l i te racy in Eng l i sh and ano the r 2 s ai d  they c ould read and 
wri te a l i t t le Eng l i sh . 

T ab l e  1 6  shows that  mo s t  o f  the men inte rviewed were emp loyed in 
wo rk requi ring s ome degree o f  ski l l . They we re mos t  frequent ly 
emp l oyed a s  c arpenters , c l erks and p o l i c emen . The wage s o f  a l l  b ut 
a few unski l led  worke rs  we re  cons iderab ly h i gher than the bas i c  
minimum urban wage o f  $ 12 per  fortnight , the ove ral l ave rage 
$ 28 per fortnight . Fortnigh t ly wage s ranged from $ 1 2 t o  $ 9 6 . The 
men wi th s choo l ing beyond s t andard VI we re in the mo s t  
j ob s  and the i r  average wage was $ 4 6 . 2 2 p e r  fortni ght as compared 
wi th $ 19 . 60 for tho s e  wi th no forma l s choo l ing . Nearly twi c e  as  
many men we re emp l oyed by t h e  government as  by private s e . 
In thi s  re spec t the inte rviewe d fami l i e s  we re atyp ic a l  o f  the t o tal  
emp l oyed p opulat i on in the  towns where the p e rcentage o f  

emp l oyee s  exc eeded that o f  government emp l oyee s  ( s ee  
p . 1 1) .  There  was no s igni fi cant d i fference in the ave rage wages  of  
thos e  emp l oyed by the government and tho s e  emp l oyed by p r iva te 

s e  in any given occup a t i on . Al l s ix se l f -emp l oyed men were 
in Lae . Tho s e  who were ab l e  to  give an e s tima t e  of the ir income 
e arned more than the average wage e arned by men wi th a c ompa�ab le 
leve l o f  s choo l ing . The type o f  emp l oyment has been re lated t o  
educ a t i on category i n  Appendix G .  



Number  o f  

1 
2 
2 
1 
8 
6 

2 0 

1 
2 2  
1 9  

1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 

1 2  
2 
1 
1 

-1 
7 7  

1 
l 
1 
1 
2 
6 

1 
1 
1 
3 
6 

o f  

S pe c ia l i zed 

Co- op inspec tor 
E l e c t r i c ians 
Pa s t or s  
Rad i o  announce r  
Teacher s  
Technic ians 

Ski l led and semi- ski l led 

Butcher 
Carpente r s  
Clerks 
Contractor 
Crane operato r s  
Dr ive r s  
Line sman 
Ma laria  c ontrol man 
Mechani c  
Med ica l orderly  
Painter s 
Plumb e r s  
Pol icemen 
Pr int e r s  
Sawbenchman 
Shoe repa irer 
Skipper 

Un ski l led 

Cargo car r ier  
C leaner 
Drum ro l ler  
Ground skeeper 
S t oremen 

S e l f - empl oyed 

Bus owner 
Contractor 
Gold miner 
Wood carver s  

Unemp l oyed 

Tab l e  1 6  

4 2 . 00 
3 0 . 00

<6 5 . 40 
9 4 . 20 
5 6 . 30 
40 .  1 0  

30 . 00 
3 0 . 9 8 
2 4 . 20 
3 0 . 00 
40 . 00 
2 0 . 00 
20 . 00 

1 9 .  60 
2 8 . 00 
2 4 . 00 
2 9 . 70 
3 6 . 5 8 
2 3 . 28 
2 6 . 20 
2 2 . 00 
2 6 . 00 
30 . 00 

1 2 . 00 
20 . 00 
1 2 . 00 
1 4 . 00 
1 4  .. 80 

No f i.xed wage 

No wage 

3 1  

Range o f  wage 

2 4 . 00 - 3 6 . 00 
2 . 80 - 7 . 00 

42 . 00 - 7 4 . 00 
2 0 . 00 - 7 8 . 5 9  

1 2 . 00 9 6 . 00 
1 4 . 00 - 40 . 00 

2 4 . 00 - 5 6 . 00 
1 6 . 00 - 2 2 . 60 

2 6 . 40 3 4 . 00 

3 0 . 00 - 4 3 . 1 8  
1 5 . 00 - 3 4 . 34 
22 • 00 - 3 1  . 00 

1 4 . 00 - 1 5 . 60 

* The averag·e has been c omputed without r a t ions . The t o t a l  income o f  s ome men in 
l ower pa.id j ob s  was o ften sub s t ant ia l ly increased by rat ions prov ided for wife and 
ch i ldren . 

� An incomp l e t e  s ta t ement a s  the mi s s i ons provide sub stant i a l  add it i ons t o  the 
mone tary income . 
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A t  the t ime o f  the s urvey , only one woman was emp loye d ( as a 
dome s t i c  at the hosp i t al ) , but 19  had been emp loyed at  s ome t ime , 
chi e f ly in dome s t i c  work . Two women had b een nurs e s  and one a 
hand i c r a f t  teacher ; the two p as tors ' wive s had helped the i r  husb ands 
in church work and two women had as s i s te d  the i r  husbands in med ic al 
aid -p os t work . Ne i ther o f  the two women with s choo l ing beyond 
s tand ard VI had worked at any t ime , al though one had comp le ted  a 
c our s e  o f  teache r training . 



Chap ter 5 

The 1 1 1  inte rviewed  fami l ie s  we re de termined on the b as i s  o f  147 
chi ld ren who l ived in the p ar t i cular are a s  and attended the upp er 
s tandards of p r imary s choo l . The d i s tr ib ut i on o f  the s e  s e l e c ted 
chi ldren in the interviewed fami l ie s  by town is shown in the fo l ­
l owing tab l e . 

P or t  More sby 
L ae 

Total  

T ab l e  17  

7 0  
4 2  

147 

5 2  
34 

1 1 1  

On accoun t  o f  the d i f ferenc e s  in the s choo l  faci l i t ie s  and in 
the ve ry nature  of the t owns thems e lve s ,  all fami l i e s  we re inter ­
viewed who se chi l dren we re a t tending s tandard s  IV , V and VI in Lae 
and Rabaul and s t andards V and VI in Port More sby ( s e e  p . 18 ) . 
The only chi l dren o f  s tandard IV inc luded in Port  More sby were the 
younge r b r o the r s  and s i s t e r s  in fami l ie s  who were  a l ready be ing 
interviewe d . I Thi s  e xp l ains  the sma l l  numbe r  of chi ldren shown in 
Tab le 18 as  a t tending s t andard IV in Port  More sby . 

As may b e  s e en in the t ab le , there we re 1 04 b oys  and 43  g i r l s . 
The ave rage age o f  the s e lec ted  chi l dren was 1 2 . 5  years ; tha t  o f  
b oy s  ( 1 2 . 6  ye ar s )  was s l i gh t ly h i gher than that o f  g i r l s  ( 1 2 . 2  years ) . 

1 
The choice s o f  c aree r  made by the s e  chi ldren are inc luded in 

T ab l e s  26 and 27 . 

3 3  
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S t andard IV 
S t andard V 

Total  

7 
2 5  

4 9  

4 
7 

2 1  

T ab l e  18 

10 
15 

3 1  

5 
4 

1 1  

8 
8 

24 

5 
3 

1 1  

2 5  
4 8  

104 

14 

43 

In  c ontras t wi th adul t s , no d i fficul ty was e xp e r i enc e d  in record ing 
the age of the chi ldren e i the r at the s choo l s , whe re the ch i l dren 
c omp le te d  a form ( se e  Appendix A) o r  a t  the home s at  the t ime o f  
the census - type  inquiry . (Al though b o th the chi ldren and the i r  
p aren t s  gave an age re ad i ly , the re were s ome d i s c repanc ie s i n  tho s e  
given . )  There was a minima l d i ffe rence ( O . l"  year) be tween the age s 
o f  chi ldren at g ove rnment s cho o l s  and at mi s s i on s chool s ,  but the re 
was ne arly three ye ar s d i f fe rence be tween the average age s o f  
chi ldren in s tandards IV and VI , a s  i s  seen in the fo l l owing tab le . 

S t andard IV 
S tandard V 

1 0 . 9  ye ars 
12 . 6  " 

I I  

A l l  s tandard s 12 . 6  " 

T ab l e  19 

8 - 15 years  
1 0 - 15 I I  

" 

8 - 17 i i  

1 0 . 6  years 
1 2 . 6  I I  

" 

1 2 . 2  I I  

8 - 13 years  
11 - 15 I I  

i i  

8 - 1 6 i i  

O f  the 1 4 7  s e lected  child ren , 1 10 ( 7 6 b oys and 34 gir l s )  were 
a t t ending gove rnmen t  s cho o l s  and 37 ( 28 b oys  and 9 g i r l s )  were 
a t tend ing mi s s i on s chool s . 1 One hundred and thi r ty chi ldren ( 9 4  
b oys  and 3 6  gir l s )  were a t tend ing l oc a l  day s choo l s  and 1 7  ( 10 b oys 
and 7 gi r l s ) we re at tending b oarding s chool s .  One hundred and 
for ty - two chi l dren ( 10 0  b oys and 42 girl s )  were a t t ending ' T ' 
s choo l s  and 5 ( 4  b oys and 1 g i r l )  were attending ' A '  s choo l s .  
T ab l e  20  shows the p lac ement o f  the s e lec ted ch i ldren o f  e ach t own 
in 18 d i f fe rent s chool s .  

1 
Al though the s e lec ted  chi ldren showe d a highe r ra t i o  o f  b oys t o  

l s  at mi s s i on s choo l s  than at government s choo l s , i t  i s  not  
s ugge s ted  that  thi s i s  a general  phenomenon . 



T ab l e  20 

Name of s chool  B oys  Gir l s  

P or t  Mor e s by 

Hoh o l a  ' T ' S chool  
Koki * ' T '  S chool  
S ac re d  Hear t ' T '  S chool  
St  Franc i s  ' T '  S ch oo l , Koke* (Angl ic an 

Mi s s ion )  
S alvation Army ' T 1  S choo l , Koke * 

Lae 

P apuan S e t t l ement ' T ' S chool  
Drege rh a fen Boys ' S choo l  
D re gerhafen G i rl s ' S chool  
St  Mar tin de P orre s ' T '  S choo l  
S t  Mary ' s  ' A '  S choo l 

Rab aul 

T orch B e arer  C enter  ' T '  S chool  
Matup i t  ' T '  S cho o l , 
Raval B o ard ing S chool 
Dre gerhafen B oys ' S chool� 

C ourt  S tree t ' A '  S chool  
Kamare re S tree t ' A '  S choo l 
S t  Mar t in de P orre s ' T '  S chool  
St  Michae l ' s  S chool , Vuvu 

T o ta l  

T o t a l  

O u r  Lady o f  the S ac re d  Hear t Gir l s ' S choo l , 
Vunap ope 

3 7  
1 
8 

2 

4 9  

1 8  
4 

7 

1 

7 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 

* The two spe l l ings for thi s  area are used  by d i f fe rent 
authori t i e s . 

� One p o l ic eman from Mor obe D i s tr ic t  spec i a l ly reque s ted  
that his  s on be  s ent t o  Drege rhafen . 

1 8  

2 

1 

2 1  

3 

6 
2 

1 

4 
2 

1 

3 

3 5  

At Hohola  i n  P or t  More s by the gove rnment and the Roman Catho l i c  
' T ' s choo l s  b oth p r ovided a l l  c las s e s  t o  the c omp le t i on o f  p rimar y 
s ch o ol ing . As T ab l e  20 shows , howeve r , five s e lec te d  chi ld ren were  
at tending day s cho o l s  in  the  Koki are a , three mi l e s  d i s tan t  by  road . 

The governmen t  and the Roman C ath o l i c  ' T '  s chool s  in Lae p r ov ided 
c la s s e s  only as  far a s  s tandard V .  B oys and g i rl s  in s tandard VI 
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we re norma l ly sent t o  board ing s choo l s  a t  Dre gerhafen , s ome 65 
mi l e s  from Lae ; and b e c ause g overnment authori t i e s  though t  tha t 

had more oppor tuni ty for ge t ting into t roub le  in the t own 
than at  s up e rvis ed boarding s chool s ,  the more mat ure . gi r l s  in 
s t andard V were a l s o  s ent to  Dre ge rhafen h The two b oys at t end ing 
s tandard VI at St Mary ' s ' A '  s chool had younger brothers  at  the 
mi s s ion ' T ' s choo l . Two o the r boys  forme r ly at the mi s s i on ' T '  
s chool  had been s ent (wi th the b l e s s ing o f  the church) t o  the 
government b oard ing s choo l at  Drege rhafen . 

In  Rab aul the Roman C ath o l i c  ' T •  s chool  p r ovided a l l  c las se s  at  
the  p rimary leve l whi le the gove rnment s choo l wen t  only to  s tandard 
V .  B oys who had c omp le ted s t andard V at the gove rnment s chool in 
t own we re s ent to  b oard ing s chool at Raval , s ome 15 mi l e s  away . I t  
i s  o f  intere s t  tha t  no g i r l  was s ent from the t own o f  Rabaul ( as 
we l l  as  from the s e lec ted  areas ) to  a t tend s tandard VI at a govern­
ment boarding s choo l . The Roman C a tho l i c  mi s s i on had t r ans ferred 
two chi l dren ( one b oy and one to boarding s cho o l s  for s t andard 
VI . S ome fami l i e s  l iving at  the Rap ind ik s e c t i on o f  the government 
c omp ound s ent their  chi l dren t o  the government s choo l  at  Ma tup i t  
v i l l age rather than the t own s chool  on account o f  the traffic . By 
choi c e , three fami l i e s  were  send ing the i r  chi ldren to government 
• A 1  s cho o l s  where  they c on s idered the chi ld ren h ad b e t ter  opportu­
ni t i e s . 

The s choo l s  at tended by  the s e lec t e d  chi ldren at  the t ime o f  the 
s urvey are l i s t ed in T ab le 20 . Change s of s choo l , howeve r , we re 
the rule r a ther than the excep t i on . Only 8 chi ldren h aa a lways 
at tended the one s choo l ; 66 had a t tended two ; 57 h ad attended thre e ; 
and 1 6  had a t tended four or more s choo l s . The e s t ab l i shment o f  new 
s choo l s  and the arrival o f  fami l from the vi l l age or from anothe r  
s t at i on c ontributed t o  the high r ate o f  mob i l i ty .  For  ins tanc e , 7 
o f  the 8 chi ldren who had a t t ended  the one s chool  for a l l  the ir  
e ducation we re  from St  Mar t in de  P orre s s choo l in Lae , one o f  the 
few s choo l s  e s t ab l i shed for more than f ive years . L ikewi s e  a 
maj or i ty o f  the ch i ldren who h ad a t t ende d four and more s choo l s  
were i n  the fami l ie s  o f  teacher s  o r  p o l i cemen who frequent ly had 
new p o s tings . 

The chi ldren ' s educ a t ion h i s tory al s o  reve a l ed that  2 9  chi ld ren 
( or 20  per c en t )  h ad at tended mi s s ion scho o l s  only ; 65 44 p e r  
cent)  had a t tended government s choo l s  only ; and 5 3  ( or 3 6  p e r  c ent)  
had attended b oth mi s s i on and government s choo l s . The rate of  
t r ans fer o f  ch i ld ren from mi s s ion t o  government s chool s  ( 45 ch i l d ­
ren) was far h i gher than tha t  from government t o  mis s ion s choo l s  
( 8  chi ldren) . · Thi s  wou ld c oncur wi th fami ly p re ference s  on type o f  
s choo l (mi s s i on or government ) whi ch i s  d i s cu s sed  i n  s ome de tai l i n  
Chap te r  9 .  
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E i ghty - s even chi l dren ( or 5 9  per  cent) had at tended s choo l s  out ­
s ide the t own in whi ch the s urvey was b e ing made . O f  the s e , 4 8  h ad 
p rev i ous ly been t o  s choo l in the home v i l l age and 60 had attended 
s choo l s  at  o ther gove rnment s t at ions or at  mi s s i on he ad s t a t i ons 
away from the h ome vi l l age . (The ove r l ap i s  e xp lained by 2 1  chi ldren 
c oming in t o  b o th c at e gorie s . )  The remairting 60 chi l dren ( or 41 p e r  
c ent)  h a d  rec e ived a l l the ir s chooling i n  the t own o f  interv i ew . 

O f  the s e l e c te d  chi ldren , 106 ( 66 b oys  and 40 gi r l s )  were l iving 
wi th the i r  own p arents and 4 1  ( 38 b oys and 3 g i r l s )  were  l iving 
wi th guard i ans . As we l l  as  the marked p r edominance of b oys  ove r  
g i r l s  among the chi l dren l iving wi th guard i ans , the i r  average age 
was mor e  than one year h i gher than the t o t a l  ave rage . A much h i gher 
pe rcent age had s tar ted s chool  with a mi s s ion in  the h ome vi l lage , 
due t o  a sho rt e r  time spen t  in the t own are as . F e at ure s o f  the s e  
chi ld ren l iving wi th guardian fami li e s , who are c al led  addi t ional 
chi ldren , are d i s c u s s e d  l a ter  in thi s  chap ter . 

The ave r age number o f  ch i ldren i n  the inte rviewed fami l i es was 
4 . 5 ,  wi th that  in p arent fami l ie s  ( 5 . 4) c ons i derab ly h i gher than in 
guard i an fami l i e s  ( 2 . 4) - a fac t re lated  to  the younger average age 
of guardians ( se e  T ab le 8 ) . The ave r age was h i gher in Lae and P o r t  
More s by than i n  Rab aul ( 4 . 9 , 4 . 6  and 3 . 8 chi l dren p e r  fami ly re spec ­
t ive ly) . The ac c omp anying gr aph s show the s i ze o f  fami ly and the 
p os i ti on in the f ami ly of the s e le c ted  chi l d . The s el e c te d  chi ld 
was the o l de s t  in the fami ly in 3 9  o f  the 7 8  p arent fami l i e s  and in 
2 7  of the 3 3  guardi an fami l i e s ; he was the only chi ld in 2 p arent 
f ami l ie s  and in 5 guardi an fami l i e s . 1 

I n  the graphs a di s t inc t i on has b een made he tween 1 own ch i ldren ' 
and ' addi t i onal chi ldren ' . The 503  ' own chi l dren 9 were the t o t a l  
number o f  o f f spring in t h e  1 1 1  fami l i e s  - they inc l uded chi l dren 
who h ad become adul t s , chi ldren l iving away from home , chi ld ren o f  
one p arent only ( s tep -chi l dren) and adop ted chi ldren , a s  we l l  a s  
chi l dren l iving at  home . There were 7 3  chi ld ren l iving away from 
home : more than hal f were  at tend ing s choo l , e i ther a t  board ing 
s cho o l s  or  in the h ome vi l l age ; o ther s were  mar r ie d ; emp l oyed or  in 
t raining and l iving e l s ewhe r e ; o ther s were  l iving wi th a re l a t ive 
for the t ime being ; and s ti l l  o thers  were away on a vi s i t . S tep ­
chi l d ren were  rec orded  in 10 fami l i e s  and adop t e d  chi ldren in 14 , 
and i t  i s  p os s ib l e  that the inc idence o f  b o th was h i gher than 
rec orded . ' Addi t i onal ch i l dren ' wer e  tho s e  be ing c ared for by 

1 
The recency of urb an deve l opment may we l l  h ave c on tributed to the 

l ar ge number  of young p aren t s  in the s e l e c ted  are as . S e e  p . 9 .  
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S IZ E  O F  FA M I LY A N D  P O S I T I O N  I N  T H E  FA M I LY O F  T H E  S E L E CT E D  C H I LD 

P O RT M O R E S BY 
1 0 th 

Guard i a n  f a m i l i e s  

3 2  f a m i l ies  2 0  f a m i l i e s  

Gua rdian f a m i l ies  

3rd 
2nd S e lected boy 
1 s t  

29 f a m i l i e s  5 f a m i l i e s  � O l d e r  boy 

[!] Younger boy 

D S elected g i rl 

1 0 th R A B A U L  lQ] O l d e r  g i r l  
9th 
Sth o 

Pa rent f a m i l i e s  f a m il i e s  @] Y o u n g e r  g i r l  
7 t h  

S i ze of fami 
chi l d  

8 f a m i l i e s  

and p o s i tion in the fami 

KM 

o f  the s e l ec ted  

The 6 5  ' addi ti onal chi ldren ' were in fami l i e s , 
5 o f  whom had no chi ldren o f  the i r  own . Four s e lected  ch i ldren 
were ' add i ti onal chi ldren in fami l i e s  who a l s o  had a 
s e l ec ted chi ld o f  the i r  own One s e lected  chi ld appe ar s  as  an ' own 
chi l d ' in a fami , due t o  the inc lus i on in is o f  

chi ldren i n  s t andard IV who b e  t o  a 
fami interviewed on the bas is  o f  a chi ld s t andard V or 
VI 

There were 
al l three t owns , 

than in the interviewed fami l i e s  in 
as is s een in the B oys ou tnumb e red  

1 The sex imbalance is  a chance re s ul t . In c ontras t ,  the 
age and s ex d i s t r ibut i on of p e op le near Mintima (Brown and 
Wine field  19 65 showed 125  mal e s  and 1 60 fema l e s  b orn s ince 1950 . 
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b y  2 : 1 i n  Lae , by 1 . 5 : 1 in P o r t  Moresby and b y  1 . 3 : 1 i n  Rabaul . The 
s e x  r at i o  of ' own chi ldren ' was 1 . 4 boys : l g i r l  and that of ' addi ­
t i onal chi ldren ' 6 . 2  b oys  : 1 gir l . In Tab l e  2 1 ,  as in the graph s , 
' own chi ldren ' and ' add i t ional chi l dren ' h ave again b een s ep arated 
into group s of o l de r , s e lected  and younger chi ldren . Thi s  t ab l e  
shows more c le ar ly that the s e x  rat i o , a l though gre a t e s t  among the 
s e l ec ted  chi ld ren , was maintained in  the o ther group s  as we l l . 

When only the chi ldren l iving a t  home at  the time o f  the s urvey 
were  c ons i de red , a s t il l  l arger d i s crepancy by s ex was found . Wi th 
4 1  b oys  and 3 2  g i r l s among the ' own chi l dren ' ab s ent and 53 b oy s 1 

and 9 g i r l s  among the ' addi ti onal chi l dren ' pre s en t , there  was a 
t o t al o f  49 2 chi ldren in r e s i dence , 303  b oys and 189  gir l s . 

T ab le 2 1  

Own chi ldren 

o lder 4 2 30  
s e l e c te d  6 6  39  

Total  243  180  

Addi t i onal chi l dren 

older  1 1 
s e l e c ted 4 

T o t a l  1 7  4 

48  

34  

39  

1 
1 

3 2  

3 

5 

4 2  
6 6  

2 9 1 

1 
3 8  

5 6  

3 1  
40  

2 12 

1 
3 

9 

( i )  Own chi ldren . A s  the s e le c ted chi ldren have b een d e s c r ibed  
in the preceding s e c t i on , the fo l lowing d i s cu s s i on is  c oncerned wi th 
the o l de r  and younger chi ldren . 

I n  the interv i ewed fami l i e s  there  were 7 3  chi l dr en ( 4 2  boys and 
3 1  gi r l s )  older than the s e l e c t e d  chi ldren . O f  the o l de r  b oys , 2 5  
were s t i l l  at  s choo l , the maj ori ty in forms I and I I  o f  s e c ondary 
s choo l . The i r  leve l of educ a t i on r anged from s t andard I I I  o f  
p rimary (where a s e l e c t e d  chi ld was i n  a h i gher c la s s than h i s  
o l de r  brother)  t o  form V o f  s e c ondary s choo l . One b oy was a t  s chool  
in Queens l and on a s ch o l ar ship . 

Three s e lec ted  b oys  wer e  away at b oard ing s chool s .  
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The oc c up a t i ons  of  the older  boys who had le f t  s chool  we re : 
c le rk ( 6) , c arpenter ( 2) , teacher ( 1) ,  l oans o fficer  ( 1) , mechani c 
( 1) ,  as s i s t ant t o  s urveyor ( 1 ) , app rent ice  wi th arch i t e c t  ( 1) , and 
te acher t rainee ( 1 ) . Three were  unemp l oyed . Al l had re ce ived s ome 
s chool ing ; the range o f  the i r  formal educa t i on

. 
was from s tandard I I I  

o f  p rimary s chool  t o  mat r i cula t i on ( comp l e t i on o f  s e c ondary s cho o l ) , 
the maj or i ty hav ing re c e ived be tween s tandard VI o f  p r imary and 
form I I  ( or the o l d  s t andard o f  s e condary s choo l . Two o f  the 
b oy s  we re  unemp l oyed in the t own and one was in h i s  home vi l l age . 

S ix o f  the 3 1  older  girl s were at tend ing s chool  in s tandards 
ranging from s t andard III  of p rimary t o  form I I  o f  s e c ond ary s choo l . 
One had c omp le te d  form I I I  ( the h i ghe s t  leve l recorded for  a woman) 
and was t raining as a c lerk - typ i s t  and ano ther  (who  had c omp l e ted  
form II)  was  in t e acher t raining . F ive g i r l s  were emp loyed : two 
were te achers  (both he l d  teaching c e r t i f i c a te s ) , two minded chi l d ­
ren for Europe an f ami l i e s  and one was a nur s e . The i r  s choo l ing 
range d from s t andard V to f o rm II . 

The educ a t i on o f  the remaining 18 o lder  g ir l s  ranged from no 
formal s chool ing ( in one ins t ance)  to the o ld s tandard VII , the 
maj ori ty hav ing reached s tandard III or IV at p rimary s choo l . Nine 
were marr ied , one had been de s e r te d , one was an unmarri e d  mothe r , 
and s even were s ingle and e i ther at h ome wi th the fami ly in 
t own or wi th re lat ive s in the v i l l age . F our had worked p revi ou s l y :  
one as  a nurs e , one as  a we l fare as s i s t ant , and two a s  dome s t ic 
worker s  ( one for  a mi s s i on and one for a ' mi s s i s ' ) . 

The re were 3 24 chi ldren ( 18 3  b oys and 14 1 g i r l s )  who were  younger 
than the s e le c t e d  chi ldren . In  no ins tance was a younge r chi l d  in 
a h i gher s t andard of s ch o o l  than a s e lec t e d  chi l d . The younger 
chi l dren o f  s choo l -going age were a l l  at tending s choo l , wi th the 
one e xc ep t i on o f  a s ix-ye ar - o l d  in Lae who had never been to  
s choo l . She was a s i s te r  o f  the one o lder  g i r l  who had never a t t ended 
s chool . 

( i i )  Add i t i onal ch i ld ren . The frequency o f  add i ti onal chi l dren 
is b e s t  d e s c r ibed fi r s t  in terms only of the p arent f ami l ie s  s ince 
the guardian f ami l i e s  we re interviewed s imp ly bec ause  they were 
l ooking after  an add i t i onal s e le c ted  chi ld . A t ot al o f  33 ( or 4 2  
p e r  c ent ) o f  the p arent fami l ie s  had cared f o r  one o r  more addi t i onal 
chi ldren at  s ome t ime , al though only 1 6  we re c urren t ly d oing s o . 

In  a l l , 65  addi t i onal chi l dren were  l iv ing  wi th the inte rv i ewed 
fami l i e s  ( b o th p arent and guard i an) at the t ime o f  the s urvey . The 
p rep onderance of b oys ove r  g i r l s  was p a r t icularly marked  in the older  
age - group s  whe re b oys  outnumbered girls  by 11  t o  1 ,  as i s  s een in  
the  fo l lowing t ab le . The s e  group s inc luded the 41  s e lec ted add i ­
t i onal chi ldren ( 38 b oys  and 3 g i r ls ) . The d i s c rep ancy was sma l l e r  
among t h e  chi ldren o f  9 year s o f  a g e  and under , there b e ing 1 2  b oys  
and 5 gir l s . 
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Tab l e  2 2  

0 -4 year s 3 1 3 1 
5 -9 I I  7 2 2 2 9 4 

1 0 - 14 I I  5 1 23  3 28  4 
i i  * 

T o tal  1 7  4 3 9  5 5 6  9 

* P e r s ons o f  15  ye ar s o f  age and over who we re no t a t tending s choo l  
we re c l as s i fi e d  a s  adul t s . 

Near ly a l l  o f  the addi t i onal chi ldren were in s ome way re l ated 
to  the guard i an fami ly who was c ar ing for them . There was no 
s i gni f i c ant di f fe rence in the numbers  o f  chi ldren re l ated through 
the husband and through the wi fe . W i th re ference to one or  o ther 
o r  b o th guard i ans , the i r  re la tionship s inc lu de d : 1 5  bro ther s , 3 
s i s te r s , 2 6  nephews , 6 niec e s ,  8 cousins , 3 grand son s and 1 b oy 
more d i s t ant ly re l a ted . Three boy s  we re unre l ated : two c ame from 
the s ame d i s tr i c t  as one (or b o th)  o f  their guardi an s  and one from 
a d i f fe ren t d i s tri c t . 

The chi ld ' s  education and fami ly re spons ib i l i ty were the two 
reasons mo s t  freque nt ly given by fami l i e s  for c aring for an addi ­
t i onal chi ld . More  than hal f ment ioned educat ion:  the chi ld had 
reached the h i ghe s t  s tandard o f  s chool  tha t  was taught in the 
vi l l age , or the vi l l age s cho o l wa s thought to be o f  l ow s tandar d . 
F ami ly re spons ib i l i ty was c i ted  nearly a s  o f ten as educ a t i on .  S ome 
chi l dren were orphans , o thers  had l o s t one p arent and the o ther was 
finding i t  di f f i cu l t t o  l ook a f ter  the chi ld . I n  two c a s e s  the 
chi l d ' s  fathe r  had been trans ferred t o  an are a  whe r e  the s chool  
t au gh t  only the l ower s t andard s .  The imp o r t ance a t t ached t o  e duc a ­
t ion i s  d i s cu s sed  in the fol l owing chap ter ( s ee  pp . 49 - 5 0 ) . 

The ave rage l eng th o f  t ime the addi t i onal chi l dren had l ived 
wi th the guard i an fami l i e s  was b e tween one and two year s  for tho s e  
i n  the 1 0 - 1 9 ye ar s  age group s ( range 1 month t o  7 ye ar s )  and le s s  
than one year for tho s e  i n  the 0 - 9  ye ars age group s  ( r ange 2 month s 
t o  2 year s ) . On an ave rage the gir l s  had l ived wi th the guardi an 
fami l i e s  for a shor t e r  p e riod  o f  time than the boy s ; two fami l i e s  
fur ther ind i cated tha t the g i r l  was s taying wi th them only o n  a 
temp orary b as i s  and wou l d  s o on b e  re turning to  her own p arent s .  
One c a s e  i s  ins tance d  t o  show the extreme mob i l i ty o f  s ome addi ­
t i onal chi l dren . A Ke rema (Gul f D i s tr i c t )  man who marr i ed a Chuave 
(Eas t e rn H i gh l ands D i s t r i c t )  gir l  whi le he was working in the 
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A fami ly group i n  the P apuan S e t t l ement , Lae 

brought one of h i s  wi fe ' s  young c ous ins wi th h im to Port  
He was then trans ferred t o  an out - s tat ion s o  he left  the 

chi ld in the c are o f  h i s  brothe r who was a 

househo ld . The re were fre quent squabb l e s  in that  househo ld , and 
the chi ld ( in the words  o f  ye t ano ther guard ian fami ' was no t 
fee we l l  there s o  we asked h im' to  s tay here ' . Th i s  al l t ook 
p l ac e  wi thin s ix months . 

The re we re two ins tanc e s  o f  an add i t i ona l ch i ld c ared for 
by two fami l i e s  concurren t ly One S ep i k  D i s tric t ch i ld in Lae , 
who s e  father had remarried and was l iving e l s ewhere , was in 



4 3 

a hous e  tha t  c on tained f ive fami l i e s . He was a nephew (brother ' s  
s on and s i s ter ' s  s on r e sp e c t ive ly ) in two fami lie s re s ident in the 
s ame dwe l l ing . In P or t  More sby ther e  was a s imi lar s i tuat i on with 
a chi l d  from Kukip i (Gu l f  D i s tric t )  e xc ep t that  the two fami l i e s  
were  liv ing s ome 200 yards apar t .  The chi ld was the wi fe ' s  bro the r  
in one fami ly and a c ou s in ( fa ther ' s  s i s te r ' s  s on)  i n  the o the r . 
I n  b o th ins tanc e s  the fami ly which the chi l d  d e s ignated a s  h i s  
guardi ans  at  the t ime o f  the s urvey was interv i ewed . 

The s e l e c ted  are as  in the three town s , which have  b e en d e s c r ib ed 
in Chap te r  2 ,  varied cons i derab ly in thei r  phy s i c al and s o c i a l  
s truc ture . In P o r t  Moresby and Rabaul mos t  o f  the interv i ewed 
fami l i e s  l ived in dwe l l ings occup ied by  one p rimary fami ly , e i ther 
on the i r  own or with addi t i onal p e r s ons , whi l e  in Lae they l ived 
in dwe l l ings o ccup i e d  by two o r  mor e  p rimary fami l i e s . l Usual ly 

T ab le 2 3  

Number  o f  dwe l l ings c ontaining : 
no fami ly uni t s *  
i nc omp le t e� p r imary fami ly only 
incomp le t e� p rimary f ami ly wi th o th e r s  5 
one p rimary f ami ly only 1 1  
one p r imary fami ly wi th o thers 2 6  
two p rimary fami l i e s  only 5 
two p r imary fami l i e s  wi th o thers  5 
three p rimary fami l i e s  wi th o th er s  
four p r imary fami l ie s  only 
four p r imary fami l i e s  wi th o th e r s  

3 
8 
6 
6 
3 
1 
1 

2 
3 
2 
5 

10 
2 
1 

2 
3 
7 

19  
44 
13  
12  

3 
1 
1 

T o tal  5 2  29 2 5  1 0 6  

* S ing l e  men ' s quar t e r s  a t  the p o l i ce b arracks . 
� The term ' incomp l e te p rimary fami ly ' re fe r s  t o  one p arent o r  

guardi an and the chi l d ( ren) dep endent on h im/he r . In th i s  t ab le 
i t  has  b een used  only when i t  o c c up i ed a s ep arate  dwe l l ing ; when 
i t  shared a dwe l l ing wi th ano ther fami ly i t s  memb e r s  were t re at ed 
a s  add i t i onal t o  the b a s i c  uni t . 

1 
The p rimary o r  nuc l ear fami ly (husband , wi fe and the i r  own chi l d -

ren) has been taken a s  the b a s i c  uni t  i n  de termining the s o c i a l  
c omp os i t ion o f  dwe l lings . 
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the fami l i e s  and any add i t i onal p e r s ons l iv ing in the dwe l l ing were 
re lated . The s o c i a l  comp o s i t i on o f  the dwe l l ings where the inte r ­
v iewed fami l i e s  l ived i s  shown in Tab l e  2 3  The 1 1 1  interv i ews 
were conducted at 106  dwe l l ings as the re were five ins t ance s in Lae 
where  two interv i ewed fami l ie s  we re l iving in the s ame dwe l l ing . 

The ave rage numbe r  o f  p e r s ons p e r  dwe l l ing in Lae was c orre ­
s p ondingly much h i gher than in P o r t  More sby and Rab aul . The 
numb e r s  ranged from 4 to 23 ( average 1 2 )  in Lae , from 3 to 1 3  
( ave rage 8 )  in P o r t  More sby , and from 2 t o  1 1  ( average 6)  in 
Rabau l . 

The head o f  the interviewed fami ly was al so  head o f  housho l d  
i n  9 3  o f  the 1 1 1  ins tance s .  The name o f  a woman was a t  n o  t ime 
given as head o f  hous eho l d , but in 7 o f  the s e  9 3  ins t anc e s  a woman 
was ac t ing a s  h e ad o f  househo l d  during the temporary ab s ence o f  her 
husband . In the remaining 18 ins tance s ,  the head of the interviewed 
fami ly was re lated  to  the head o f  hous eho l d  in 1 1  dwe l l ings and was 
unre l at e d  in 5 ,  whi le there was no head o f  hous eho l d  at the 2 s ingle  
men ' s quart e r s  whe re interviews were h e l d . 

I n  view o f  the l ingui s ti c  ab i l i ty o f  the int e rviewe e s  ( see  
pp . 2 9 -30)  i t  is  no t surp r i s ing that  mos t o f  the fami l ie s  s ai d  they 
used  two or more l anguage s wi thin the home . E i gh t  fami l ie s  s ai d  
that they u s e d  four l anguage s , s aid tha t  they u s e d  three l an ­
guage s , 5 8  that they u s e d  two language s , and only 18  s a i d  that  they 
used  one l anguage a l l  the t ime . The fol l owing tab l e  shows the 
numb e r  o f  language s u s e d  in the fami ly c i rc le . 

T ab le 24 

Husbands wi th the i r  wive s *  8 2  2 1 3 
F a the r s  wi th the i r  chi l dren 48 5 5  8 
Mo thers  wi th thei r  ch i ldren* 7 3 3 0  3 

* No t app l ic ab le in 5 fami l ie s . 
� No t app l i cab le  in  1 1  fami l ie s . 

Mo s t  o f  the men ( 7 7  p e r  cen t )  used  only one l anguage wi th the i r  
wive s , u sual ly a v i l l age l anguage . Wi th the chi ldren , however , 
more  than hal f o f  the men u s ed two or  more  l anguage s ,  u s ua l ly a 
c omb inat i on o f  a v i l l age l anguage and one o r  more  o f  the 

(Po l i c e  Mo tu , New Guinea P idgin and E ng l i sh ) . A maj ori ty 
o f  the women used only the vi l lage l anguage wi th the i r  chi ldren . 



Wi th each o ther the chi ldren wi thin a fami ly mos t  o ften u s e d  a 
c omb inat i on o f  the i r  v i l l age l anguage and a whi le 
wi th o ther chi l dren out s ide the i r  fami ly used  
one o r  mor e  almo s t  exc lus ive ly .  
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The o f fi c i al l anguage , Engl i sh ,  is the l anguage of ins truc t i on 
in al l re cogn i z ed s choo l s . S ome fami l i e s  reali zed that a chi l d  had 
an advantage at  s choo l when s ome Eng l i sh was u s e d  in the home , and 
accord ingly a l ar ge number  o f  tho s e  who we re ab l e  to s p e ak even a 
l imi ted amount o f  Engl i sh used  i t  at home from t ime t o  t ime . One 
s choo l te acher and h i s  wi fe u s e d  Eng l i sh e xc lus ive ly within the 
home , and 3 8  o ther men and 8 o ther women s ai d  they s ome t ime s  used , 
or  t r i e d  t o  u s e , s ome Eng l i sh wi th the i r  chi ldren . F or ty fami l ie s  
gave Eng l i sh as  one o f  the l anguage s u s e d  b y  the i r  own chi ldren 
among one ano the r and in the i r  c ont ac t wi th o ther chi ldren of the 
are a . 

I n  genera l , indi genous s choo l  chi ldren l ive in a home environ ­
ment whi ch doe s l i t t le t o  p romote the i r  p rogre s s  in a Europ e an-based  
sys tem of  educ a t i on . In 9 fami li e s , for e xamp le , ne i the r  p arent had 
b een t o  s choo l , and in 13 1 ne i ther  c l aimed abi l i ty t o  read o r  wri te 
in any l anguage . In addi t i on t o  the fac t that mo s t  o f  the fami l ie s  
never u s e d  any Engl i sh wi th the i r  chi l dren , ve ry l i t t le read ing 
mate r i a l  was avai lab le in the home ; few fami l i e s  had any books , 
o ther than s to r i e s  from the H o ly S c r ip tures  and ' s ongs o f  p r ai s e ' 
in the l o c a l  l anguage . Mos t  o f  the fami l i e s , however , were ab le  
t o  name a newspaper  or a p er i od i c a l  which they s aw at  leas t occa­
s ional ly . ( O f  c our s e  they may have d one as two s ai d  they d i d  -
only l ooked at the p ic ture s - or  they may have s e en them at  work 
rather than at home . ) The re were radios in the home s o f  hal f  o f  
the interviewed fami l i e s  and , i f  ob s e rvat i ons made at  the vari ous 
t ime s of interview are any ind i c a t i on , they we re used a great de al . 
The fo l lowing tab le  shows the numbers  o f  fami l i e s  who c laimed 
reade r sh ip o f  a newsp ap e r  or  o ther per iodical  and who had a rad i o  
in working orde r . 

Mo s t  o f  the 24 fami l i e s  who d i d  not re ad newspap e r s  woul d  not 
have had the ab i l i ty to d o  s o . The re l a t ive ly l arge numb e r  o f  
fami l i e s  i n  thi s  c ateg ory i n  Rabau l , for e xamp le , l ived main ly a t  
the p o l i c e  b arracks where there  was a l ow average leve l o f  l i teracy . 
The three local  newsp ape r s , , 

and frequen tly name d . O ther l oc a l  
l anguage p apers  , and l o c a l  mi s s i on 
pub l i c a t i ons we re al s o  named . S eventeen men who had acc e s s  t o  
pub l i c a t i ons a t  the i r  p lace o f  emp l oyment o r  s tudy men t ioned  reading 

1 
The s e  13  fami l i e s  inc luded 8 of the 9 fami l i e s  in whi ch ne i ther 

p arent had been t o  s choo l . 



Newsp ape r s  and peri odi c a l s  

Read , seen or  looked at  
D id not read  e t c . 

Rad i o  

One i n  the home 

T ab l e  25  

ove r s e a s  newspap e r s  such a s  the 
and o ther pub l i c a t i ons 

4 6  
6 

2 7  

2 6 
8 

1 0  

1 5  
10  

19  

87  

5 6  

The p rop o r t i on o f  h ome s wi th rad i o s  was by f ar the h i ghe s t  in 
Rabaul whe re there were two local s t a t i ons (Aus t r a l i an B roadc as t ing 
C ommi s s i on and Departmen t  of In forma t i on and Extens i on S e rvice s )  and 
g ood recept i on . I t  was l owe s t  in Lae where there was no l ocal  
s t at ion and whe re recep t i on from o ther c entre s was general ly poor . 
P o r t  More sby o f fered the Aus tra l i an Broadc a s  C ommi s s i on s ta t i on 
on ly but recep t i on was good . 

The p rogramme s named by the fami l i e s  showed a s tr ong p re fe rence  
for l oc al rathe r than Aus t ra l i an p r ogramme s . Mos t  frequent ly l i s ted 
were the news b roadc a s t s  (Terr i t ory news and news in s imp le Eng l i sh , 
P , Mo tu or  the local language b eing s t ipulated in many ins t ance s ) , 
mus i c  p rogramme s ' e as i ly t opp ing the p opulari ty 
p o l l )  and ins t ruc t ive p rogramme s in he a l th , educ at i on and agr i cul ture . 

As  regards b as i c  fac i l i t i e s  which woul d  be c onduc ive t o  read ing 
or  s tudying , the chi ldren at  Hohola  in P o r t  More sby and in the 
Rabaul are as we re c omp ar a t ive ly we l l  o ff . The usual dwe l l ing c on ­
t ained a l iving area and two o r  three o ther sma l l  rooms . A l though 
the re was l i t t le furni ture , mo s t  o f  the h ome s had a t  leas t a tab le 
and a chair at which a chi ld c ou l d  d o  s choo lwork . E le c tri c i ty was 
avai lab l e  in the s e  are as  s o  s tudy a f te r  dark was p o s s ib le . Ove r ­
c r owding i n  s ome o f  the dwe l l ings d oub t l e s s  c au s ed d i s trac t i ons 

1 
Among the more extens ive read ing l i s t s  were  that  o f  a te acher who 

inc luded the 
and 

inc luded the 
(a S eventh -day Advent i s t p ub l  
The s e  fami l i e s  were excep t i onal and we re among 

a s upp ly o f  b ooks and maga z ine s  in the i r  home . 



from s tudy and wou l d  have made i t  almos t imp o s s ib l e  in the s ingle 
room dwe l l ings of the new s e c t i on of H oh o l a . 

47 

The s choolch i ld at  the P apuan S et t l ement in Lae was l e s s  f or tunate . 
As  the average number  o f  p er s ons pe r dwe l l ing indi cate s ,  overcrowding 
was p ar t i cu l ar ly acut e  ther e , and the s i ze of the dwe l l ings was not 
c orrespondingly large r , nor was p r ac t i c a l  use a lways made of the 
l arger fl oor spac e . The mo s t  extreme e xamp le  of c r amp e d , inadequate 
a c c ommod a t i on was that in whi ch five fami l i e s  ( inc lud ing 23  p e r s ons)  
had a shade -hou s e  l iving are a  and a smal l c overed bui l d ing for 
s leep ing . There was l i t t l e  f urni ture in mos t  of  the s e  house s ,  s o  
any s tudy had t o  b e  d one on the f l oor o r  on a make shi f t  t ab le and 
chair  arr angement . S tudy after d ark was d i f ficul t a s  none of  the 
hous e s  whe re inte rv i ews were  held  had e l ec tr i c i ty . 



Chap te r  6 

Wi thout e xc ep t i on the fami l i e s  c ons idered s choo l ing t o  be  o f  
imp or t ance and h ad f ai th that  the be ing p rovided 

in the t owns was good and would make l i fe b e tter  for thei r  chi ld ren . 
A s  one p arent s aid : ' Educ a t i on i s  the mos t  imp or t ant thing in the 
deve l opment of P ap ua and New Guinea - i t  is the key to eve rything . '  
F ew , however , were  knowledgeab l e  about the s chool  
sys tem and emp l oyment requi rement s  t o  b e  f i e  in exp re s s  
the i r  op inions and asp ir at i ons in o ther  than a very general way . 

S ome fami l i e s  s aid they had moved to  the t own because  o f  the 
s choo l opp or tuni t i e s . The s tatemen t  of one fathe r i s  i l lu s t r a t ive . 
' I  want a l l  o f  my chi l dren t o  g o  t o  s chool  It  is  no good  i f  they 
know only Yabem [ a  Lutheran church we l l  s uch as  I d o . 
The mi s s i on s chool  i s  not enough . They mus t  speak Eng l i sh . At the 
t ime al l of my chi l dren have fini shed s choo l and are working in 
good j ob s  I wi l l  go b ack to the v i l lage . I s tay here whe re I d o  
n o t  have enough money j us t  s o  they c an go t o  s chool . '  Thi s  was a 
c as e  o f  a fami ly from a vi l where the mi s s i on s chool  p rovided 
only the l owe r s tandard s at trac ted by the rep utedly b e t te r  
government s choo l s  i n  the t own and the opp or tuni ty f o r  s choo l ing 
to a h i gher leve l . 

In exp re s s  a pre ference for o f  s choo l ing des ired for 
the i r  chi ld ren , 53 p er c ent of the f ami l i e s  spec i fied  government 
s chool ing only . In c ontras t mi s s i on s chool ing only was p re ferred 
by 11  p e r  c ent of the fami l ie s  S ome 22 per c ent ind i c ated a 
p re fe renc e for mi s s i on s choo l ing fo l l owed by government s choo l ing , 
mos t  of ten in ord e r  fi r s t t o  ensure the re e ducat i on of  the 
ch i ld . The fami l i e s  ( 14 pe r c ent)  s ai d  that they had no 
p re fe renc e , wi th the exc ep t i on o f  one who dec l ined t o  re s p ond . In 
Chap te r  9 ,  where  s choo l cho ic e s  are d i sc us s ed in s ome de tai l , it  i s  
p ointed out that the p re fe rence for government s choo l s  may have 
been s omewhat ove r s tated  d ue t o  the ab s ence in the t own areas  o f  
any ac tual cho i c e  b e tween government and mi s s i on s chool s ,  exc ep t 
for Roman C a tho l i c s , and the fac t that the c oncept  o f  a hyp o the t ic a l  
cho i c e  was d i f fi c ul t for  s ome t o  c omp rehend . 

4 8  
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T o  remain in the t own s ome t ime s meant hard sh ip , p a r t i cu l ar ly for 
p aren t s  wi th l i t t le or no educ ati on who c ou l d  not  c omp e te for s ki l le d  
emp l oyment . One fathe r o f  s even ch i ldren ( five o f  whom were  l iving 
at  home) and guardian of ano ther had had no formal s choo l ing and 
was emp loyed as an uns ki l le d  l ab ourer on the minimum wage . He s aid 
that he s tayed on in the t own becau s e  the s ch oo l s . were  good but  that 
he had t o  spend almo s t everyth ing he e arned on food . He e xp l aine d  
that i f  h e  worked out s ide the t own f o r  a ' mas ter ' he  woul d  b e  given 
food for a l l  the fami ly as we l l  as  s ome money and woul d  be  b e t t e r  
o f f . 

A l though mo s t  fami l ie s  p ai d  no s chool fee s 1 and b ooks and o ther  
s chool  s upp l i e s  were prov ided free , money was  the  mo s t  c ommon p r ob l em 
t o  whi ch the fami l i e s  re ferred in re l at i on t o  thei r  chi ldren ' s 
s choo l ing . F requent ly they spoke o f  s chool  c o l l e c t i ons at  t ime s 
when they had no money and o f  the i r  chi ldren ' s things no t being as 
good as they should have b e en for s choo l insp ec t i on . 

I t  i s  p r ob ab l e  tha t  many fami l i e s  were unaware tha t  the minimum 
age for emp l oyment was s ixteen ye ar s and very few had exp er i ence d  
any l o s s  o f  p o tenti al income b y  keep ing a s e le c ted  chi ld in s chool  
s ince only s ix o f  the  s e le c ted boys  . and one o f  the  s e lec ted  gir l s  
h ad re ached that  age . Neverthe l e s s , there  was widesp read recog­
n i t i on that  the mor e  s chool ing a chi ld h ad the  greater  would  be  hi s 
e arning p otent i al . Acknowledgement o f  thi s  fac t was re f le c ted  in 
the educ ational h i s t ory of the older ch i ldren in the fami li e s . As 
has been p ointed out in Chap ter  5 ,  60 per c en t  of the o l der  b oys  
were  s t i l l  at tending s ch oo l , and the  maj ori ty o f  thos e who had l e f t  
s choo l and entered emp l oyment had c omp le t ed the t op c l as s o f  p rimary 
s choo l ( s e e  pp . 3 9 -40 ) . 

The imp or tance p laced  on s choo l ing was fur the r emphas i ze d  by the 
65 add i t i onal chi ldren l iv ing wi th the fami l i e s  at the t ime o f  the 
s urvey . ' I t ' s  good for educ ati on here , n o t  l ike in the v i l l age ' 
and ' The chi l dren ge t good l e arn here ' were two of  the re a s ons 
given for the p re s ence of an addi t i onal chi ld ( s e e  p . 4 1 ) . One 
f ather int imated  tha t  there mi ght have been more  add i t i onal chi ldren 
had there  b e en more  p lace s  in s chool s .  ' I f there ar e more s choo l s  
and more  t eacher s  i t  wi l l  me an more chi l dren going t o  s chool . Now 
s ome t ime s the chi ldr en c ome here to  s choo l and the t e ache r s  s ay 
they haven ' t  room and the ch i ldren s tay b ack in the vi l l age ano ther 
year or  two . ' Al though mos t  guard i ans  indi c at ed tha t  they as sumed 
r e sp ons ib i l i ty for feeding and c l o th ing the add i t i onal  chi l dren , 
few c on s i dered the extra e�p en s e  t o  be  a p r ob lem .  The i r  at t i tude 
is  s ummed up by  the driver wi th five chi l dren of hi s own p lus  one 

Roman C atho l i c s chool s  generally  ·ad j us ted the i r  fee s to the 
fami ly ' s inc ome and in s ome ins t ance s  did  not require any fee . 
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add i t i onal chi ld , and a f or tni gh t l y  income o f  $ 19 ,  who s aid : ' I t i s  
h ard . My money i s  no t enough f or al l o f  us for g o o d  c lo the s and s o  
on . I mus t  spend i t  a l l  o n  food . B u t  h e  [ the addi t i onal chi ld ] i s  
as  one o f  my own . ' Gi f t s  rece ived from the home vi l l age from t ime 
t o  t ime c ontributed t o  the exp ens e for s ome fami l i e s . 

D e sp i t e  the very evi dent c once rn about money al l o f  the fami l i e s , 
wi th the exc ep t i on o f  two guard i ans , s aid that  they would  be  wi l l ing 
to p ay a fee  to  s end thei r  chi ldren t o  s choo l i f  requ i re d . A number  
of  Roman C atho l i c  fami l i e s  were , in fac t , p aying fee s  of  one and two 
shi  p e r  week for e ach chi ld . A few f ami l ie s  qua l i fied  the i r  
wi l l ingne s s  i n  t e rms o f  the i r  abi l i ty t o  d o  s o .  Two r e s p ons e s  are 
i l lus t rative : ' I  would s end my chi ld ren to s chool  if I had t o  p ay , 
but I am a native and l ow money ' and ' I f  there  was a fee I c ould 
not s end all  o f  them ' . 

The reason g iven for  the imp or tance o f  s chool ing was o ften u t i l i ­
tarian - s choo l ing was vi ewed a s  the means t o  a b e t t e r  s tandard o f  
l iving . The s tatement o f  one f athe r  re f lec  a c on fidence in 
educ at i on as an entr�e to the Europ e an ' s  wor l d  was typ ic a l . ' I  want 
my chi l dren t o  ge t b i g  p ay - more money - the s ame as  Europ e ans 
At  s chool  they see and le arn about Eur op e an work . ' Ano ther s ai d :  
' I f the chi ldren go t o  s chool  they wi l l  good j ob s  and wi l l  
repay me . ' 

The fami l i e s  had no doub t th at the s choo l s  we re good and woul d  
ful f i l the i r  exp e c t a t i ons . Thi s  c on f i denc e , however , was o ft en 
b as ed more on fai th than on knowledge . The average interviewee had 
d i f ficul ty in sp ec i fying what  use fu l  things he fel t the chi ldren 
were  l earning at s choo l , in s ugge s t ing addi t i ons to the s chool  
c urriculum ,  in exp re s s ing rea s ons for any p re ference for kind o f  
t e ache r , and i n  naming a p re c i s e  age o r  s t andard which he would 
l ike hi s chi l dren t o  re ach b e fore leav ing s chool . The more p rec i s e  
op ini ons  were  exp re s s ed b y  the b e t ter  educ ated  interviewe e s . Thi s  
group , which inc l uded e i gh t  teacher s , shared the general  c on f i dence 
in the p r e s ent s chool ing 

Ac c o rd ingly , two of the que s t i ons requi r ing prec i s e  knowledge 
were uns at i s f ac ' What u s e ful things are your chi ldren 
at s chool ? '  drew a r e s p ons e from only 6 2  fami l i e s  ( or 52 p e r  
o f  whom 44 named Eng l i sh whi ch was s e en as  a nec e s s ary t o o l  for 
e f fec tive p ar t i c ip a t i on in the Europ eans ' wor l d . O ther ' us e fu l  
things ' were  ari thme t i c l na�ed b y  2 3  fami l i e s , good behav i our and 
hygiene e ach by 6 ,  r e l i g i ou s  ins t ruc t i on and Eur op e an cus t oms e ach 
by 5 ,  s c i enc e , t e chnical  and dome s t i c s ub j e c t s  and drawing e ach by 

1 
A pas s in Eng l i sh and ar i thme t i c  at s tandard IX leve l was f orme r ly 

a requi rement for to the auxi l i ary d ivi s i on o f  the p ub l i c  
s ervic e .  
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4 ,  sp o r t  by 2 and how t o  think and s inging e ach by 1 fami ly . A 
r e s p ons e to  the c omp ani on que s t ion ' What e l s e  shou l d  they b e  
t augh t ? ' was a t temp ted  b y  only 10 fami l ie s . Thei r  s ugge s t i ons 
inc luded more  ins truc t i on in re l i gi on , in the l ocal  handi cr a f t s , 
and in the c ountry ' s  h i s tory and geography ; p r ac t i c al l e s s ons  in 
agr i c ul ture , more t echnic al training for b oys  and dome s t i c  s c ience 
f or gir l s ; and mor e  empha s i s  on good manne r s . Good b ehaviour and 
g ood manner s  were  ment i oned as very imp or t ant by a number  o f  
fami l ie s . One f athe r who was s ending h i s chi ldren t o  the govern ­
ment ' A '  s chool  c ommented on c er tain we s te rn c u s t oms which hi s 
chi ldren learned at  s chool  and whi ch he c ons i dered good . The s e  
inc l ude d washing hands b e fore me al s and knocking a t  the door b e fore 
enter ing a room .  

Near ly a l l  o f  the f ami l i e s  r e s p onded i n  general  t e rms on the 
o ther q ue s t i ons of choi c e , even though many were unab l e  to give 
reas ons  or  e l aborate  up on thei r  re spons e s . For ins t anc e , 66 p e r  
c ent o f  t h e  fami l ie s  s t ated  a p re ferenc e f o r  e i ther  a man or a 
woman teache r . I n  general  women teachers  were  p r e ferred f or smal l 
chi l dren b ec ause  they were more  p at ient and exp l ained things in a 
way whi ch smal l chi ldren c ould e a s i ly und er s t and , but  there  was a 
shi ft  o f  p r e ferenc e to  men t eacher �  for o lder chi ldren b e c au s e  they 
maint ained b e t ter  d i s c ip l ine in c las s and were he ld in mor e  r e s p ec t .  
The fami l i e s  who d i d  not  exp re s s  a p re ference u s ua l ly s ai d  that 
b o th wer e  equa l ly good . As  we l l  as  the f ew who did not r e s p ond , 
there  were  o th e r s  who s ai d  that the i r  p re ference would  dep end on 
the t e acher ' s  general  ab i l i ty and qual i fi c a t i ons . 

Near ly as  many fami l i e s  ( 59 p e r  c ent)  s t ated a p re ference for 
e i ther an indigenous or a E ur op e an te acher . Thei r  r e c orded remarks 
( to an Ame r i c an and an Aus t r a l i an interv iewer )  showed a s trong 
p re ferenc e for the Europe an te acher :  27  s aid that Eur op e ans were 
b e t ter  for b o th sma l l  and older  chi ldren , 23 that  they p re ferred a 
Europ e an teacher  for smal l chi l dren b u t  had no p r e fe renc e for o lder 
chi ldr en , 7 tha t  an indigenous t e acher was b e t t er for sma l l  chi l dren 
and a Europ e an for o l de r  chi ldren , and the remaining 9 making a 
var i e ty o f  o ther s ugge s t i ons  which inc luded b o th Europ e ans  and 
indi gene s in d i f ferent c ircums t anc e s . The reas ons  mos t  frequent ly 
e xp r e s s ed for the p re ference for Europ e ans were  that they t au gh t  
Engl i sh b e t te r  and that they us e d  i t  a l l  t h e  t ime . ' What we l e arn 
i s  Eng l i sh and ari thme t i c  and tha t  c ome s from whi te p e op le ' was how 
one fami ly exp re s s e d  i t . O thers  re ferred t o  the Europ eans ' wider 
knowl ed ge , range of  exp e r i ence , b e t t e r  d i s c ip l ine , and 
ab i l i  t o  imp ar t  we s tern c us t oms and manne r s . O f  the 45 fami l i e s  
who d i d  n o t  make a choi c e , 4 0  s ai d  that b o th were e q ual ly good and 
5 dec l ined t o  a few s ai d  i t  depended on the indiv i -
dual t e ache r . 

Whereas  al l the fami l ie s  though t i t  d e s irable for chi ldren to  go 
to s chool  for as l ong as  p os s ib l e , only 50 per c ent exp re s s e d  a 
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p re c i s e  age and 7 8  p e r  c ent named a s t andard whi ch they thought 
app rop r i a te for b oys  t o  reach be fore l e aving s choo l . Paren t s  and 
guard i ans wi th l i t t le s choo l ing tended t o  l e ave it to  the s choo l  
and the teache r s  to  d o  what  was b e s t .  ' The s choo l  wi l l  know when 
the chi ld should leave ' and ' The te acher knows when they ' re fini shed ' 
we re typ i cal  r e s p onse s from thi s  group . O ther fami l ie s  s e t  the 
l imi t s  in terms o f  the s choo l ing oppo r tuni t i e s  o r  the c apac i ty o f  
the chi ldren . The mos t  s oph i s t i c at e d  c omment s c ame from two parent s  
who were teache r s , b o th o f  whom advocated one l eve l o f  s choo l ing a s  
approp r i at e  f o r  al l chi l dren and ano the r for the more gi f ted . One 
reas one d : ' Boys s tar t to p ay t ax at e i ghteen . They should leave 
s chool  at s eventeen s o  they c an p ay .  But tho s e  who are b r i l l iant 
c an go on t o  a h i gher s choo l . '  And the o ther :  ' For univer s a l  
e duc a t i on s tandard V I  i s  the l eve l every b oy shou l d  reach , b e c aus e 
even now many emp l oyer s  are l o oking for boys wi th more than that 
When a boy c an do the work he shoul d  go on for his mat r i cul a t i on 
o r  whateve r i s  the maximum a t  the t ime ' S tandard IX (wh i ch c an 
b e  equated  wi th form I I  o f  s e c ondary s cho o l )  was the ave rage r e s p onse  
of  the fami l i e s  who spe c i fied  a s tandard they though t  should be  
c omp le t e d  b e fore a b oy l e f t  s choo l The age s speci fied as  b e ing 
app rop riate  for the te rminat i on of s chool ing ranged from 13  to 2 5  
years , wi th 1 8  years o f  age be ing the ave rage . 

As  a p r e l iminary t o  e l ic i t ing informa t i on on the ac t ivi t ie s o f  
the t own chi ldren who d i d  no t go  t o  s choo l , the fami l i es were  a sked 
whe ther a l l , o r  only s ome , o f  the chi ldren o f  the area were at t end ­
ing s choo l . For  the mo s t  p ar t  the rep l ie s  o f  the fami l ie s  agreed 
wi th the informa t i on c o l lec ted  in the c ensu s - typ e  inq ui ry that 
nearly a l l  of the s choo l -age chi ldren wer e  a t t end ing s choo l . Tho s e  
who c ommented o n  chi ld ren who wer e  no t i n  s choo l  ob s e rved tha t  
p e rh ap s  more g i r l s than b oys  s tayed a t  home and that they  usua l ly 
helped the i r  mo ther s  in the househo l d . Re ference s were made t o  
s ome b oy s  l e ad ing the i r  p arent s  t o  b e l ieve tha t they wen t  t o  s chool  
when they ac tua l ly wen t  into the bush  or fi sh ing . S ome fami l i e s  
were re l uc tan t  t o  c omment o n  the ac t ivi t i e s  o f  o ther s , s aying : ' I t 
i s  s omething for  the f ather and mo ther '  and ' I  c an ' t l o ok out f o r  
t h e  chi ldren o f  o ther p aren t s ' .  

The fami l ie s  were  we l l  aware tha t  chi ldren who a t t ended s chool  
i rregul arly , who we re too o ld for the appr op r i at e  s choo l s tandard , 
who were d i f fi cu l t  a t  s chool  or  who did  not app ly themse lve s t o  
the i r  s chool work wer e  o f ten expe l l ed . Al though a ll o f  the fami l ie s  
s aid tha t  the i r  chi ldren went wi l l ingly t o  s choo l , i t  app eared tha t  
a few nee ded  s ome enc ouragement from t ime t o  t ime . One parent , in 
fac t , had onc e re s o r ted  to very s evere mea sure s to ensu're s chool 
a t tendanc e . 1 

1 
He s ai d : ' Las t year my s on r an away int o the bush when i t  was 

e xam t ime . When he r e t urned I t o l d  h im t o  s tand by the door  and 
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O ther fami l i es , p ar ticularly i n  Lae , showed c oncern about there 
not be ing enough p l ac e s  in s chool s to  mee t  the demand , e sp e c i a l ly 
for o l de r  chi ldren . One p ointed  out , for examp le , that there were 
chi ldren in the P ap uan S e t t l ement who did not go  to  s chool  be c au s e  
o f  the shor tage o f  te ache r s . ' I f older chi l dren don ' t work we l l  or  
are too  hard [ d i f f i cul t ]  for the te acher they are p u t  out . ' A 
teache r e xp l ained that o f  the group o f  chi ldren e xpe l l e d  from s t an ­
dard IV a t  the t ime o f  the s urvey only t h e  younger one s we re 
re -enr o l l e d  in s tandard I I I , the o thers  being re fused s choo l 
enro lment . Ac t i on on the p ar t  o f  p arent s in two f ami l ie s  had 
re s u l t e d  in the r e in s tatement of exp e l led  chi ld ren . l The s e  expul ­
s ions whi ch oc curred from t ime t o  t ime led  p arent s t o  be app rehens ive 
about the i r  chi ldren b e ing ab l e  to  s tay in s chool  and no doub t c on ­
tributed t o  the admoni shment s  they recounted making t o  thei r  chi ld ren : 
' I  t e l l  them to  work and l i s t en t o  the te acher '  and ' I  s ay no p l ay 
eve ry a f te rnoon , but  do your s tudy ' . 

Wi th re gard t o  the problems o f  s chool  sp ac e and a t tendanc e , a 
few o f  the more h i ghly e ducated interviewee s made spe c i f i c  rec om­
mendat i ons . One p arent , a teacher , fe l t  that  chi ldren o f  twe lve 
years of age were too young to  be . sent  t o  b o ard ing s choo l s  and that 
the local s choo l s  shou l d  go to  higher s tandar d s . Thi s  s ame p arent 
a l s o  fe l t  that  there should be  s ome add i t i onal training avai l ab le  
for the  ch i ld who f ini shed s tandard VI wi th p oor marks but was not 
o l d  enough t o  be  emp l oyed and the re fore was o f ten i d l e  for an 
extended per i od . Ano ther father exp re s s ed the s ame s o r t  o f  conc e rn 
when he s aid : ' There shou l d  be  more good te ache r s . I t  i s  no good 
if  a ch i l d  fai l s  an e xam and c anno t  go b ack t o  s ch o o l . '  

O ther p rob l ems mentioned by the fami l ie s  in s ending the i r  chi ld ren 
to s chool  were  fairly individual in nature . Mi s conduc t ( such as 
mi sbehav iour at  s chool  or roaming the s tree t s  during the l unch hour) , 
traf fic along the route t o  s choo l o r  transportation for a chi ld who 
h ad to  go s ome d i s tance , c l eanl ine s s , and in one ins tanc e c ont r o l  
o f  an adop ted s on were men t i one d . One guardian was c onc erned tha t  
p e rh ap s  he wou l d  be  f orgot ten l ater b y  the b oy whom he was giving 
a good educ a t i on . 

h o l d  the p os t .  I hi t h im wi th a l e a ther s tr ap unt i l  i t  b r oke and 
e xp l ained that  a lways be fore I had p un i shed h im wi th words but 
thi s  woul d  b e  the l as t  t ime I would s ay any thing . He  has been OK 
s ince . '  

1 In  one ins tance the fathe r h ad vi s i te d  the D i s tri c t  Educ at i on 
O f f i c e  and ob t a ined a s e cond chance for h i s  chi l d , i n  the o ther  the 
mo ther h ad v i s i te d  the head te acher and the b oy was t aken back into 
a l owe r c l as s . 
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The inte rviewe e s  were  a l s o  asked  what  s or t  o f  things  they woul d  
l i ke the i r  chi l dren t o  d o  o n  leaving s choo l . In  mos t  c a s e s  they 
made a ready r e s p onse , a maj or i ty ( 8 6  per cent)  naming one or more 
speci fic occup a t i ons for b oys . In  a l l , 26 occup at i ons  were inc luded 
in the ir  247 occup at i on choi ce s . The be t t e r  educated interviewe e s  
tended t o  g ive a greater  numbe r ( to a maximum o f  s ix) and var i e ty 
o f  cho i ce s . The fami l i e s  were no t a s ked  to  rank the i r  cho ic e s  and 
Tab l e  2 6  p re s en t s  a s tra i gh t  frequency d i s t ribut i on . l The oc cup a ­
t i onal cho i ce s  o f  the s e le c te d  boys , whi ch we re re c o rded during 
the ini t ial  vi s i t s t o  the s choo l s , are a l s o  l i s te d  in the tab l e . 
Again 8 6  per  cent o f  the boys made from one t o  three (maximum 
reque s ted)  spe c i fi c  cho i c e s  o f  occup a t i on , the i r  165 cho i c e s  in­
c luding 2 5  occup a t i ons . 

The spec i fi c  occup a t i on cho i c e s  made by b o th the interv i ewee s  
and b y  the boys were , wi th few exc ep t i ons , rea l i s t i c  i n  terms o f  
be ing fe a s i b l e  wi thin the e c onomic , p o l i ti c a l  and connnercial  s truc ­
ture of  the country even though they we re o f ten made wi thout any 
real comp rehens i on o f  the ab i l i ty ,  training or app l icati on ne ce s s ary 
for the p ar t i cular occup at i on .  As one would expec t ,  the oc cup a t i ons 
mos t  frequently cho s en were  one s wi th whi ch the fami l i e s  we re 
acquainted and whi ch they knew c ould  be fol l owed by an ind i genous 
wo rke r . 

T eacher , c lerk , doc tor , c arpenter and mechani c c omp r i s ed 7 3  p e r  
c e n t  o f  the interviewe e s ' choi ce s . There we re no s i gni fi c an t  d i f ­
fe renc e s be tween the cho i ce s  o f  the parent s and tho s e  o f  the 
guardians , or be tween the cho i c e s  of inte rv i ewe e s  in the three 
t owns . Al though the choic e s  of chi ldren wi th an average age 
1 2 . 5  year s ( range 8 - 1 7  year s )  are p o s s ib ly unre l iab le , the e xp re s s e d  
oc c up a t i onal p re ferenc e s o f  the b oys  we re no t unl i ke tho se o f  the i r  
p arent s and guardi ans The five occup a t i ons named mo s t  frequent ly 
by the inte rv i ewe e s  made up 69  per cent of the b oys ' choice s .  How 
eve r , three o c cup a t i ons in p ar t i cu l ar - c arpente r , mechanic  and 
teacher - were favoured  c ons iderab ly more by th e boy s  than we re 
c lerk and doc t or . I n  general  the boys ' o ther p re fe rence s were al s o  
more favourab le  toward s manipu l a t i on ski l l s  and the armed s e rvi c e s  
than tho s e  o f  the in te rviewe e s  who tended t o  p l ace more emphas i s  on 
wh i te c o l l ar emp l oyment .  

The infrequent cho i c e  o f  cer tain h i gh p re s t i ge we s te rn occup a ­
t i ons s uch as  l awyer  and the p opul ari ty o f  the trade s were  feature s 
o f  b o th the inte rviewe e s ' and b oys ' cho i ce s . Th i s  may b e  a 

1 
There we re no s i gni f i cant d i f ferenc e s  in the orde r o f  cho i ce s 

when they we re we i ghted for o rde r , and in v i ew o f  the me thod in 
whi ch the data we re c o l l e c ted  the s trai gh t  frequency d i s t ribut i on 
i s  the mo re app rop r i a te me thod o f  p re s enta t i on . 



Oc cup a ti on 

T e acher 
C le rk 
Doc tor 
C arpenter 
Mechan i c  
P a s tor/ p rie s t  
P lumber 
P o l i ceman 
Engineer  
S toreman 
Agricul tur a l  o f fi c e r  
P atrol  o ff i c e r  
P o s t s  and Te l egraphs worker 
Lawye r 
Drive r  
We l fare o f f i cer  
P i l o t  
C o - op er a t ive inspe c tor 
Operator 
F armer 
P lanta t i on owner 
B ank te l le r  
E le c tri c i an 
L ine sman 
O i l c ompany wo rker 
P r inter 
Navy 
Army 
P ainter 
D ent i s t 
Harbour mas te r  

T o t a l  

T ab l e  2 6  

T ime s 
interviewe e s *  

5 2  2 1 . 1  
4 1  1 6 . 6  
3 1  1 2 . 6  
3 0  1 2 . 2  
2 7  1 0 . 9  

8 3 . 2  
7 2 . 8  
5 2 . 0 
5 2 . 0  
5 2 . 0 
5 2 . 0  
4 1 . 6  
4 1 . 6  
4 1 .  6 
3 1 . 2  
3 1 . 2 
2 . 8  
2 . 8  
2 . 8  
1 . 4  
1 . 4  
1 . 4  
1 . 4 
1 . 4  
1 . 4  
1 . 4  

247 

T ime s 
s e le c te d  

2 6  
1 0  
1 4  
3 2  
3 2  

4 
1 
6 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 0  

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
4 
2 
1 
1 

1 6 5  

boy s� 

1 5 . 8  
6 . 1 
8 . 5  

1 9 . 4  
19 . 4  

2 . 4 
. 6  

3 . 6  
1 .  2 
1 .  2 

. 6 

. 6  

. 6  

6 . 1 

3 . 0  
. 6  
. 6 
. 6 
. 6  

3 . 0 
2 . 4 
1 .  2 

• 6 
. 6  

* In  1 6  inte rv i ews no cho i c e  o f  occup a t i on for  b oys wa s given . 

� F i fteen o f  the b oys  made no occup a t i on cho i ce . 
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re flec t ion o f  the occup a t i ons in whi ch the men we re engage d  a s  we l l  
a s  the obvi ous ca l i ty of b e ing s ki l led in a t r ade . Fur the r -
more , a s  was ind i cated i n  Tab l e  1 6 , the income o f  trade smen c omp ared 
favourab ly wi th tha t of men in o the r occup a t i ons . The trade s al s o  
p redominated i n  the 4 1  ins t ance s  i n  wh i ch a t  l e as t one occup a t i on 
choice  o f  the fami ly and one o f  a s e lec ted  chi ld corre sp onded . 

and me chani c ,  for  examp le , were the mo s t  frequent common 
cho i c e s  o f  b o th and acc ounted for 2 5  o f  the 4 1  ins t anc e s . There 
we re 1 7  ins tanc e s  in wh i ch a boy cho se h i s  father ' s  or  guardian ' s  
occup a t i on . C arpente r was again the mos t frequent ( in 10 ins tance 
The re we re 26 ins tanc e s  ( or 23 p er in whi ch the interviewee s ' 
cho i c e  o f  occupat i on for b oys was tha t o f  the father or  guard i an , 
mos t  o f ten c arpent e r  ( in 10  ins tanc e s ) . Al though a few p re ference s  
were e xp r e s sed  i n  the o f f -handed manner o f  one guardi an who s ai d  a 
b oy c ould be  ' whatever he l ike s - l ine sman l ike me or  whatever ' ,  
the maj ori ty we re g iven s imp ly as ac cep tab l e  forms o f  emp l oyment . 
A few wer e  given in t e rms o f  a par t icular j ob de s i red  f o r  a p ar t icu­
l ar chi l d , s uch as : ' Me chan i c  for Ouke , te ache r for Gogo ro ' .  

When asked  who should dec i de what  a chi ld woul d  d o  when he l e f t  
s chool , 7 5  fami l ie s  ( or 6 8  p e r  cent)  we re o f  the op inion tha t a 
par t i cular pe r s on should make the dec i s ion ; in 38  ins tances tha t  
i t  shou l d  be the chi ld , in 18  the p aren t s  ( or s imp ly the father) , 
in 1 6  the teache r the s chool)  and in 3 the government . The 
o thers  fe l t  that i t  should be a de c i s i on made by more than one 
pe r s on ;  mos t o ften the ch i ld in c o l l aboration wi th h i s  p aren ts , 
teache r , pas tor or p rie s t , or o ther s . As was s o  o f ten the case , 
the fami l i e s  wi th l i t t l e  or  no formal e ducat i on found di ff i cul ty 
in b eing spe c i fi c  and depended on the t e acher or  the s chool  t o  
de c ide what  a chi l d  should d o  o n  l e aving s choo l . The ap o l oge t i c  
a t t i tude o f  s ome fami l i e s  was s ugge s ted  in the c omment s :  ' The s chool  
wi l l  te l l  a b oy wha t  t o  do  because  the mo th er s and father d on ' t 
know ' and ' What the whi te man thinks i s  good ' . O thers  fe l t  that 
the ' s cho o l s  s e e  the b oy and know the j ob s  lab so they 
should dec i de ' .  One fami ly s aid the de c i s i on was ' s ome thing tha t  
be l ongs to  the g overnment , p ay f o r  f o r  the s choo l ' .  
S everal fami l i e s  re ferred wi th c onfidence t o  the o f  the 
te acher the ch i ld a note  to  take t o  the p rosp ec t ive emp loyer . 
Thi s  was e xp e c ted t o  ensure good emp l oyment . 



Chap ter 7 

The 19 6 2 -3  Annual Repo r t  for P apua s ta t e s  ( p . 10 7 ) : ' I t has  b e en 
d i f f i cul t t o  per suade the nat ive p e op le  t o  mo ve from the i r  trad i ­
t iona l ly conservat ive a t t itude toward s  the educa t i�nal advancement 
of women and gir l s  . . . .  1 At a s eminar he l d  in 19 60 s everal reason s  
for thi s re t i c enc e were enumera ted . They inc luded b e l i e f s  that  
women should b e  gardener s  and p rov id e r s  in the  home ; that gir l s  had 
greate s t  value as lab oure rs  and on the marriage market ;  that gir l s  
mu s t  b e  fo s tered and p ro te c t ed in the home c i r c l e  unt i l  they reached 
marriageab l e  age ; that there was no p ro f i t ab l e  futur e  in educa t ing 
gi r l s  de s t ined to  marry ; that  gi r l s  in training or s e rvi c e  away 
from home might contrac t an unaccep t ab l e  a l l i anc e ; tha t  the re mi gh t  
b e  troub l e  b e tween male  t e ache rs  and g i r l  s tudent s ;  and tha t  voc a ­
t i onal ly t rained  gi r l s  mi gh t  no t want t o  re turn t o  the vi l l age . 

Al though the deve l opment o f  e duc a t i onal fac i l i t ie s in the country 
re f l e c te d  thi s  r e l uc t anc e t owards the educ a t i on o f  gir l s , i t  may 
a l s o  have c ontr ibuted t o  i t . Whi l e  the earl ie s t  out s tat i on s choo l s  
we l c omed gir l s  i n  the i r  c l a s se s , at tendance a t  the h i gher leve l 
head s t a t i on s chool s  invo lved l iving away from home for al l b ut the 
l oc a l  chi ldren . The few gi r l s  who at tended the head s t a t i on s choo l s  
were g iven s ome b a s i c  dome s ti c  t raining a s  we l l  a s  s chool  work , b ut 
overal l in the per iod p ri o r  t o  th e S ec ond Wor ld War the a t tendance 
of g i r l s a t  s choo l beyond the l owe s t  c la s s e s  was minimal . S ome 
d i s c r imina t i on in e duc a t i ona l opp o rtuni t ie s  was s ti l l  evident in 
the e arly p os t -war p er i od . One o f  the teache r s  inte rv i ewed s ai d  
that  hi s wi fe ( now ab out thi r ty years  o f  age) le f t  s choo l a ft e r  
ge t t ing a very g ood p as s  in t h e  s t andard V e xamina t i on only because 
there we re no h i ghe r s cho o l s  for g i r l s  s imi l ar t o  tho s e  fo r b oys . 

The 1 9 6 2 -3  Annual Rep ort  for P ap ua , howeve r ,  went on t o  s ay :  ' But 
as  ind i genous women f i l l more and more p o s i ti ons  a s  teacher s , nur se s ,  
shop a s s i s t an t s  and typ i s ts and o therwi s e  take a mor e  p rominent part  

1 
S eminar in c onj unc t ion wi th the C ami l l a Wed gwood Memo r i al Lec t ure  

ent i t l ed ' The Educ at i on o f  Women and G ir l s ' .  Terri t ory of  P apua 
and New Guine a 19 60 : 2 8 . 
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in s oc i al l i fe , p re j ud i c e  i s  gradua l ly breaking down and the 
ance o f  e duc a t i on for women is be ing inc reas ingly zed . ' 
C e r tainly th i s  was the case  among the urban fami l i es  inte rviewed . 
E i gh ty - three p e r  cent e xp re s se d  the op inion tha t e ducat i on was as  
imp o r tant for gi r l s  a s  it  was for b oys . S ome rec ogni zed that  
s chool ing c ould he lp gir l s  in thei r  t rad i t i ona l ro l e s  a s  wive s and 
mo thers  as we l l  as t rain them for emp l oyment . ' I f  a goe s t o  
s chool  . .  when s h e  marrie s s h e  c an take good care o f  the house , f ood 
and chi ldren ; she c an he lp her hus b and and ch i ldren t o  do we l l . '  
One man , a te ache r , ob s e rve d :  ' B oys with educat i on want t o  marry 
g i r l s wi th education ; i f  they can ' t find them i t  i s  a s ource o f  
prob lems . '  O thers  as s o c i a ted th e e duc a t i on o f  gi r l s  wi th the 
change s taking p l ace in the ir way of l i fe . ' T ime s are di f ferent 
now . When my gi rl s are grown they wi l l  h ave to  sp eak Eng l i sh and 
may have to work . ' S t i l l  o thers viewe d the e ducat i on o f  
wi th s e l f -int e re s t :  ' I f they are t o  he lp the i r  parent s , 
t o  go t o  s choo l . '  

The fami l i e s  who s aid that e duca t i on was no t as imp or t ant for 
gi r l s  as  it was for b oy s  were not a c tual ly opp o s e d  t o  s choo l ing for 
gir l s  but s imp ly c ons ide red it l e s s  of a ne ce s s i ty .  They re a s oned 
that , s ince s chool ing c o s t s  money , tho s e  fami l ie s  who had t o  make 
a cho i ce should send the boys . ' Gi r l s c an be  educated , but  a f ter ­
wards they ge t marrie d . '  Only one man s ugge s ted  th at g i r l s  we re 
infe r i or t o  b oys . A few exp re s s ed no op inion on the bas i s  o f  no t 
hav ing any daugh t e r s . 

The ' Female  Educa t i on '  s e c t i on o f  an e ar l ie r  Papuan Annul 
( 19 5 4 - 5 : 66)  drew at tent i on t o  the t rans i t i on in op ini on :  ' The number  
of  girls  attending s chool s increased  c ons i derab ly , re f l ec the 
changing a t t i t ude o f  the P ap uan peop le  to the educ a t i on of g i r l s . '  
After  de s crib ing the opening o f  a new boarding s chool for r l s  
wi th 2 7  pup i l s  and the add i t i on o f  a new dome s t ic s c ienc e  wing t o  
an e s t ab l i shed s chool , the report announced that 8 young women f r om 
d i ffe rent p ar t s  o f  the c ount ry we re be ing t rained as  teachers  a t  an 
educat i on c ent re . ' Th i s  i s  a marked advance a s  i t  i s  customary for 

s t o  remain in the i r  own are a , i f  not in the i r  own v i l l ages . 1 

For  the urb an fami l i e s  inte rviewed , s ome o f  the trad i ti onal c on ­
c ep t s  s uch as the r o l e  o f  women as  gardeners and the re luc t ance o f  
voc a t i onal ly t rained g i r l s to  re turn to  the vi l l age had l o s t much 
o f  the i r  meaning . Never the le s s , i t  appe ared tha t  s ome o f  the t ra ­
d i ti ona l re s traint s on educa t i on f o r  gi r l s  p e r s i s ted . Nearly hal f 
o f  the fami l ie s  who e xp re s s ed the op ini on that e duc at i on was e qua l ly 
imp or tant for  g i r l s  as for b oys , for e xamp le , al s o  fe l t  that le s s  
s chool ing was de s i rab le  for gir l s . I n  particu lar , they held re ­
s erva t i ons ab out g i r l s  going t o  s chool  b eyond the age o f  
Beyond conce rn ab out gi r l s  becoming p re gnant , there were n o  p rob lems 
mentioned as be ing pecul iar to s end ing girl s t o  s choo l . 
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The ide a  o f  le s s  s chool ing b e in g  nece s s ary for g i r l s  was e xp re s sed  
in o the r ways . Whereas  5 6  o f  the  add i t i onal chi ldren l iving wi th 
the interviewed fami l ie s  we re boys , only 9 were  g i r l s . And whe r e as , 
on the average the f ami l ie s  c ons i dered  i t  de s i r ab le for boys  t o  
re ach 18  ye ar s o f  age and / or form I I  be fore l e aving s chool , they 
c ons i de red  16 year s of age and / or s tandard VI s u f f i c i en t  for g i r l s .  
S choo l s t a t i s t i c s  show that a l though the numb e r s  o f  b oys  and gi r l s  
at  the p r imary l eve l o f  school have been r i s ing s te ad i ly , the rati o 
o f  gir l s  t o  b oy s  has remaine d fair ly cons t an t  at about 1 : 1 . 5  over 
the l as t  ten years . B eyond the p r imary l eve l , howeve r ,  the marked 
incre a s e  in numbers  o f  s tudent s  has  been accomp anied by a fai r ly 
s te ady incre a s e  in the ratio  o f  g i r l s  t o  b oy s , having been approxi ­
mat e ly 1 : 7 in 1 9 54 and 1 : 3 . 5  in 1 9 64 . In  the year o f  the s urvey 
the rat i o  of g ir l s  to b oys  at the p rep aratory l eve l was 1 :  1 . 3 , b ut 
by s tandard VI i t  was 1 : 2 . 3 . 1 

The emp l oyment o f  women in New Guinea i s  re cent and not e xten · 
s ive , but  l ike the educ at i on o f  women i t  i s  gaining accep tance . 
Al though the Annual Rep or t s  for 1 9 6 3 -4 l i s ted  only 1 , 8 6 9  female 
emp loyee s  in a l ab our force o f  80 , 2 69 ( or 2 . 3  p e r  cent)  thi s  is  a 
marke d increase  ove r  the 5 5 3  in a force o f  63 , 7 9 1  ( or 0 . 9 p e r  cent ) 
rep orted  in 1 9 54 . 2 Wi th e xp anded e ducat i on and emp l oyment opp or ­
tuni t i e s  for g i r l s the incr e a s e  i s  l ike ly t o  be much greater  in the 
future . In  1954  women wer e  emp l oyed in only 9 d i f fe rent o c c up a t i ons 
whi le in 19 64 the occ up a t i ons in whi ch women we re emp loyed numbe red 
3 1 .  Among the fami l i e s  inte rviewed , 97  ( or 8 7  p er cent)  indicated  
app rova l  o f  girls  working D i s app r oval was  voiced  by  only 2 
fami l i e s ; the o ther 1 2  e xp re s s e d  no op ini on . 

App r oval o f  girl s working was s tated  in d i f fe rent way s . S ome 
fami l ie s  s imp ly s ai d  ye s , and wen t on t o  name occup at ions  wh i ch 
they though t  de s irab l e . O thers  re l at e d  the emp l oyment o f  women 
t o  the changing nature o f  the i r  s oc i e ty . ' In t own we s tand on 
money . I f  a g i r l  doe sn ' t work where wi l l  she f ind money? ' and 
' Gi r l s  mus t  work and he l p  the ir husband s in the Europe an way ' . The 
one man who s e  wi fe was in p ai d  emp l oyment s ai d :  1 I t i s  b e t ter  than 
d oing nothing . '  Then there  was th e father wi th a ve s ted  intere s t  
i n  hav ing h i s  daugh te r  t r ain a s  a nur se  s o  she could l ook a f ter  h im 
when he was o l d ! 

As T ab l e  27 shows , the 1 63 cho i ce s o f  occup a t i ons for gir l s  made 
by the int e rvi ewe e s  inc l uded 17  d i fferent occup a t i ons . The s e  

1 
B a s e d  o n  s choo l s t at i s t i c s  i n  the Annual  Rep or t s  o f  P apua and 

New Guine a , 19 5 3 -4 and 19 63 �4 . The f i gure s  e xc lude t e chnical  
training . 
2 

P . A . R .  and N . G . A . R .  19 5 3 -4 and 19 63 -4 : Append i c e s  XVI I  
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choi c e s  were  made  b y  7 7  fami l ie s  ( or 69  p e r  c ent ) . O f  the o ther 
34 fami l i e s , 1 6  o ffered an e xp lanat i on for  not making a spe c i f i c  
choice . l Nine occ up a t i ons were inc l uded in the 68 choice s made by 
37 of the 43 s e l e c te d  g i r l s  ( or 86 pe r c en t) . 

T ab l e  27  

T ime s 

Occup a t i on 

Nurs e  4 5  2 7 . 6  17  2 5 . 0  
T e acher 44 2 7 . 0  2 7  3 9 . 7  
C le rk 30  18 . 4  9 1 3 . 2  
Typ i s t  10  6 . 1  5 7 . 4 
S al e s gi r l  1 0  6 . 1 4 5 . 9  
We l fare as s i s tant 6 3 . 7 3 4 . 4  
Doc tor  4 2 . 5 
S ewing 3 1 . 8 
C ooking 2 1 .  2 
Po s t s  and T e l e graphs worke r 2 1 .  2 1 1 . 5  
S tenographe r  l . 6 1 1 . 5 
Airl ine h o s te s s  1 . 6  
B o ok -keeper 1 . 6  
Chi ld c are 1 . 6 
D en t i s t  1 . 6  
D ome s t i c  1 . 6  
Mi s s i on 1 . 6  

T o t al 1 63 68  

·k In  34 inte rviews no choi ce o f  occup a t i on for r l s  was g iven . 

rp S ix o f  the gi r l s  made n o  occup a t i on choice . 

Nurs ing , teaching and c le r i c a l work we re the occup a t i ons named 
mos t  frequently by b o th the inte rv i ewe e s  and by  the g i rl s . The 

F ive dec l ined on the b as i s  o f  no t having any g i rl s , 5 s ai d  t o  
le ave i t  t o  the ch i ld , 3 though t  the teacher should  d e c i de , 2 s ai d  
they wou l d  make a choic e  when the i r  chi l dren we re o ld e r , and 1 fe l t  
tha t  g ir l s  should not work . 
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only notab l e  d i ffe rence was the g i r l s ' more frequent cho i ce o f  
te acher . l The inte rv i ewe e s ' choice s o f  occup a t i ons for gir l s  did  
no t d i ffer  s i gni fican t ly in the  three t owns . Beyond the f ac t  that 
only a smal l p rop or t i on o f  the group wi th l i t t le or no formal 
s choo l ing made cho ic e s ,  the educ a t i on o f  the p arents  s eemed t o  h ave 
l i t t le b e ar ing on the numbe r and var i e ty of cho i ce s . 

The emp l oyment h i s t ory o f  the o l de r  g i r l s  in the f ami l ie s  reve aled 
that 9 o f  the 3 1  o l de r  s i s ters  ( or 29  p e r  c ent)  had been or were 
emp loyed . Among the five working a t  the t ime of the survey , two 
were teaching , two were  minding chi ldren in Europe an h ome s , and 
one was nur s ing . O f  thos e who h ad p revi ous ly worked , one h ad b een 
a nur s e , one a we l fare as s i s tant and two d ome s t ic worke r s . E i gh t  
o f  the older  g ir l s  we re s t i l l  a t  s chool  o r  were  under going fur ther  
t raining ( se e  p . 40) . 

Te aching as  a c areer for  women was given fur ther  s upp ort  by  the 
many fami l i e s  who p re ferred women as  te acher s for sma l l  ch i ld ren 
and by thos e  who s ai d  tha t  men and women were e qual l y  good - s ee 
p . 5 1 .  



Chap ter 8 

The s choo l teache r has long been re garded in vi l lage communi t i e s  
as  a per s on o f  s ome p re s t i ge . After vi s i t ing s ome New B r i t a in 
vi l lage s where the re we re p r imary ' T ' s choo l s , F ink wro te : 

In eve ry c a s e , I was imp r e s sed  by the way in whi ch the nat ive 
teacher s  were so thoroughly imme r s e d  wi th in thei r  own com­
muni tie s , they obvi ous ly b e l onged to  the v i l lage s  on an equa l  
foot ing wi th the re s t ,  and were thorough ly at  home with the 
p e op le . There wa s no evi dence o f  any barrier b e tween the se 
teache r s  and o ther p arent s or  ch i ldren in the v i l lage . How ­
eve r inadequate s ome o f  them were a s  teache r s , the i r  c l o s e  
re lat i on to  the communi ty gave them p re s t i ge and inf luence 
and the peop l e  respec ted  the i r  ab i l i t i e s  to  train and ins truc t 
the young . (F ink n . d . : 3 . ) 
She wa s de s cr ib ing the s i tuation in vi l l age s where s ome o f  the 

f i r s t  gove rnmen t  s choo l s  were e s tab l i shed and where the s i t ua t i on 
was s imi l ar t o  that  in v i l lage s wi th l ong -es tab l i shed mi s s i on 
s choo l s . The p o s t -war deve lopment o f  t own s , howeve r ,  ha s c reated 
communi t i e s  whi ch encomp as s  a var ie ty o f  e thni c  and l ingui s t i c  
background s and p re s ent a way o f  l i fe for  which there i s  l i t t le 
local  trad i t i on .  Town re s i dent s face new , o ften s t range , l iving 
cond i t i ons and med ia of s o c i a l  inte r c our s e . Thi s  chap t e r  i s  con­
cerned wi th the kind of  r e l a t i onship s wh i ch the in te rviewed fami l ie s  
maintained wi th the s choo l s  and the teachers  i n  the three t owns . 
The te acher s themse lve s exp re s sed the op inion tha t the degree t o  
wh i ch s choo l and teacher we re  an inte gra l p ar t  o f  the c ommun i ty was 
one o f  the chi e f  d i f fe rence s be tween teaching in the t own and in a 
v i l lage . 1 When t eaching in hi s own vi l lage a teacher i s  aut oma ti c ­
al ly a part  o f  vi l lage ac t iv i t i es . Even when he c ome s from a 
d i f ferent d i s t r i c t  the v i l lage r s  fee l  s ome re s p ons ibi l i ty for h i s  
accommodat ion and food and the re i s  pe r s ona l cont ac t i n  the c our se 
of  the everyday ac t iv i t ie s  of  gardening , hunt ing or  fi shing . Th e s e  

1 
A s ub s equent New Guinea Re s e arch Bul l e t in wi l l  be  devo ted to  the 

role  of the teacher in the urb an communi ty . 
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t r ad i t ional med i a  o f  c ontac t do  no t exi s t  in the t owns whe re the re 
is  a money e c onomy and where the teacher does  not ne c e s s ari ly l ive 
in that  part o f  the t own in whi ch he i s  t e aching . 

The opp or tuni t i e s  for  fami l y - te ache r  c ontac t are more forma l in 
the t own than in the vi l l age . Par t icipation in the c ommuni ty l i fe 
o f  the t own dep ends to  a l ar ge extent on the intere s t  and ini t i a t ive 
o f  individua l s  ra ther than any t radi t i onal p a t tern , ob l igat ion or 
re s p ons ibi l i ty .  F ur thermore ,  many of the p o s s ib le channe l s  o f  
c ontac t have a s e c t i onal app ea l . Membership i n  the t own chu rche s , 
for examp le , i s  made up p r imari ly o f  pers ons from tho s e  p ar t s  o f  
the country in whi ch the p ar t i cular mi s s i on has b e en ac t ive , and 
mos t  o f  the we l fare s oc i e t i e s  draw the i r  memb e r s  from the one 
d i s tr i c t . Tho s e  organizat i ons whi ch ende avour to a tt rac t a cros s ­
s e c t i on o f  the c ommuni ty are o f ten o f  we s te rn rather than indi genous 
ori gin and ent a i l  p rocedure s whi ch are unfami l iar to the ind i genous 
p ar t i c ip ant . S p o r t  and s o c i a l  ac t iv i t i e s  organi zed on a c ommuni ty ­
wide b a s i s  p rovi de more informal med i a  o f  contac t . The varied  
e thni c  and l ingui s ti c  b ac kgrounds of  the  re s ident s are de t errent s 
t o  the deve l opment o f  any organi zat i on or ac t ivi ty wi th cros s ­
s e c t i ona l app ea l . 

Gove rnment s choo l s  p romo te  P aren t s  and C i t i zens ( P  & C )  As s o ­
c i at i ons , but the he terogeneous ori gins o f  the s chool  p op u l at i on 
are o ften an ob s ta c l e  to  their  s uc ce s s . Fur thermore , s ince only 
the he ad teacher is  ob l i ged  t o  a t t end P & C mee tings they re al ly 
only p rovide a mean s for him t o  e s tab l i sh c ontac t wi th the p aren t s . 
S p o r t s  days and end - o f - s chool  p rogramme s or p ar t i es whi ch are 
p lanned to inco rp orate p aren t s  p r ovide s omewhat le s s  formal p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s  for e s t ab l i shing fami ly - s choo l con tac t . Mos t  other c ontac t 
depend s  on the ini t ia t ive o f  the p arent or the te acher t o  s eek  the 
o ther out . 

Two p revai l ing p rac t i ce s o f  the Departmen t  o f  E duc a t i on influence 
a gove rnment t eacher ' s  re l a t i onship wi th the c ommuni ty in whi ch he 
is teach ing . F i r s t , for re a s ons  re l a ted  t o  a teacher ' s  devel opment 
and te aching e f fe c t ivenes s it is a gene r al , a l though no t r i gid , 
p r ac t i ce t o  t r ans fe r  teacher s  every one o r  two years . S econdly , a 
g overnment teacher i s  no t l ike ly t o  be  p os te d  t o  h i s  home c ommuni ty 
unti l he has s e rved s ome p o s tings e l sewhe r e . Shi f t ing of s ta f f  by 
the mi s s ions was a l s o  very much evi dent  in the s e l e c ted  areas . 

The recency o f  educa t i onal opp or t uni t i e s  in the c ountry as  a 
who l e  means that teache r s  tend t o  b e  young . The con tinual extens i on 
o f  opp or tuni t ie s  enc ourage s them t o  engage in corre s p ondence s tudy 
in orde r  to qua l i fy for adde d  inc ome or more s enior app o intment s  
whi ch are b e c oming avai l ab le  a s  ind i genous te acher s are app o int ed  
t o  p o s i ti ons p revious ly he l d  by e xp a triate s . Thi s  p ursui t o f  add i ­
t i onal s chool ing - whi ch i s  p robab ly mos t  intense  in the t owns whe re 
more fac i l i t i e s  exi s t  and whe r e  the va lue i s  more obv i ou s  - al s o  
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reduc e s  the t ime avai lab le t o  the te ache r s  for involvement in the 
l i fe o f  the c ommuni ty in whi ch they teach . Furthermo re , the youth ­
fulne s s  o f  many t e acher s  make s i t  d i ffi cul t for them t o  as sume 
le adership outs ide the i r  p o s i ti on as  t e achers . I t  i s  pe rhap s even 
more unc ommon for a woman to a s sume leadership in a s oc i e ty whi ch 
trad i t i onal ly inve s t s  the male  wi th thi s func t i on .  

The s e l e c te d  are a s  o f  Lae and P or t  More sby , whi ch have been 
d e s cribed in Chap ter 2 ,  had many s imi l ar fe a ture s . B o th had a 
government and a Roman C atho l i c  s choo l in , or  immediately ad j acent 
t o , the are a . The P & C As s o c i at i on of the government s choo l s  in 
e ach are a had he ld one mee t ing in the ye ar o f  the s urvey , the reby 
p r oviding a recent opp or tuni ty for p arent s to vi s i t  the s choo l s . 
Church s e rv i ce s were held  every S unday at  the Roman C atho l i c  s chool s .  
Beyond the s e  func t ions , however , the s ch oo l s  did no t appear t o  s e rve 
any o the r c ommuni ty group s as  the l ocale  for mee t ings , f i lm showings , 
adu l t  educ a t i on c las s e s  or  o the r ac t ivi t ie s . Ins t e ad , c ommuni ty 
func t i ons  we re he l d  a t  e i the r the P apua Ekal e s ia church or  the l ocal  
gove rnment c ounc i l  bui l ding near the Papuan S e t t lement and at the 
we l fare centre in Hoh ol a .  B o th are as  did have one c ommuni ty -wide 
organi zation - the Hohola  P rogre s s  As s o c i a t i on in Port  Moresby and 
the P ap uan S e t t lement S oc ie ty in Lae - wh i ch was c once rned wi th 
l oc a l  c ommuni ty a f fair s , inc l uding e ducat i on ( s ee  pp . 13 and 15 ) . 

The re were ind igenous t e acher s  on the s ta f f  o f  b o th s choo l s  in 
Lae and P o r t  More sby , but in a l l  c a s e s  the upp e r  s tandard s , which 
inc luded the s e l e c ted  ch i l dren , we re t aught by e xp a t ria te s . None 
o f  the indi genous teache r s  had comp le te d  two years o f  t eaching in 
the area . Four o f  the five ind igenous teacher s  at the 
s chool  in the Papuan S e tt l ement in Lae we re  mar r ied ( one wi fe was 
ab s ent)  and l iving in the are a ;  two had a l s o  l ived there the p revi ous 
year when they t augh t  at  a ne arby s chool  at t ended by S e t t l emen t  
chi l dren p rior  t o  the e s t ab l i shment o f  t h e  new s chool . The two 
indi genous te ache rs  at the mi s s i on s chool  had b oth taught a t  the 
s choo l the p revious year but only one was married  and 1 in the 
S e t t l ement . At H oh o l a  in P or t  More sby , four  o f  the five ind i genous 
te ache r s  at  the government s choo l were  marr ied and l iving in the 
are a . Only two ( inc lud ing a s ingle  girl  l iv ing e l s ewhere) had 
taugh t the re the p revi ous ye ar . Ne i the r  o f  the two indi genous 
teachers  at the new Roman C atho l i c  s chool l ive d in the are a  The 
ave rage age o f  the indi genous te achers  at the Hohol a s choo l s  was 
h i ghe r than that o f  te ache rs  a t  the Papuan S e t t l ement s choo l s  ( 29 . 1  
and 2 3  6 ye ar s re sp e c t ive ly) . Thi s  was more marked among the gove rn ­
ment te ache rs  whe re the ave rage s were 3 2 . 4  and 24 . 9  year s re spe c t ive ly . 
I t  i s  l ike ly that o l de r , more e xp e r ienced teacher s  had been s e l e c ted 
for the Hohola  s chool  b e c au s e  it  was a demons trati on s chool for the 
Port More sby Te acher s '  C ol lege . There  we re five o the r te ache r s  
l iving i n  Hoho l a :  one was teaching at  I d ub ada  Technic al S choo l whi le 
the o thers  were  at tend ing s en i or o f f ic e r s ' c our s e s  a t  the Port  More sby 



T e ache r s ' C o l lege or matr iculat i on cour s e s  at the Admini s trative 
C o l  

In two t own are as  i t  was found that  al l but a few o f  the 
p arents and ( s ix in Lae and e igh t  in Por t More sby) had 
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v i s i t ed the i r  chi ldren ' s  s chool  at s ome t ime - al though the o c c a ­
s i on may h ave been a cons iderab le t ime in the p a s t  and a d i fferent 
s choo l . The few who had not vis i ted the s choo l were  mainly guardi ans 
who had no chi ldren of  their  own in schoo l .  Mos t  of  the v i s i ts had 
been P & C mee t ings ( the inaugural mee t ing at  the Papuan Se t t l e -
ment school  had at trac ted ne ar ly hal f o f  the inte rviewed fami l ie s  
who had a chi ld attending s choo l there)  o r  end • o f - the -year func t i ons . 
S ever a l  fami l i e s  in the P apuan S e t t l ement men t i oned h aving cut  gra s s  
or  othe rwi s e  as s i s ted  wi th the opening o f  the new governmen t  s chool  
and two s aid they had done wo rk for  the Roman C athol i c  s choo l . By  
c omp ari s on , the  Hohola  fami l i e s  had per formed c ons ide rab ly more 
volun te e r  work for the s choo l ; there , 30 fami l i e s  ( or 5 8 . 5  p e r  c ent ) 
de s cr ibed work • s uch as  ground c l e ar ing , p our ing c oncre te , c arpent ry 
and s ewing - whi ch they h ad p er f ormed for the s chool , The two p re ­
s chool  as s oc i a t i ons in Hoh o l a  wer e  c omp ar a t ive ly vi gorous and in 
s ever al ins tance s  the work had 

-
been d one for one of the s e . F ourteen 

fami l ie s  s p e c i fical ly men t i oned as s i s t ing in the cons truc t i on of  the 
H oh o l a  s choo l . C ommonwe al th D epar tment o f  Wo rks emp l oyee s  l iving 
in Hoh o l a  a t  the t ime appe ared to  h ave been encour aged t o  volun te e r  
the i r  s ervi ce s . 

P er s onal c on t ac t be tween fami l ie s  and te acher s  in the s chool  
c ontext , howeve r ,  was  minimal . Mo s t  fami l ie s  ( p arent s who wer e  
t e ache r s  e xcep ted)  d i d  no t know b y  name o r  s i gh t  the teacher o f  
the i r  s e lec te d  chi l d . (Thi s group was augmented by fami l i e s  who 
had been guardian s  for le s s  than a year and by f ami l i e s  who s e  
s e lec te d  chi l d  was at  b oard ing s choo l . ) One exp l anat ion o f  the 
minimal c on tac t be tween fami l ie s  and teachers  was the p rac t ice o f  
s e e ing the h e ad teacher r a the r than the chi l d ' s  own t eacher about 
s chool  mat ter s . Fur thermore , the teacher s  of the s e l e c ted  chi ld ren 
were  e xp at r i a te s  and unle s s  the t e acher made the t ove r ture or 
the fami ly had a c oncre te p r ob l em to d i s cu s s , the l i ke l ihood of any 

wa s s l ight . was one p arent in the Pap uan S e t t le -
ment who s ai d  he knew we l l  the F ather who was te aching h i s  chi l d  at  
the  mi s s i on s choo l and two who knew we l l  the indigenous te acher who 
h ad t augh t  the ir chi l dren the p revi ou s  year at the mi s s i on s choo l . 
In  Hoh o l a  the re we re two fami l ie s  who s ai d  they knew we l l  the s e l ec te d  
chi ld ' s  te acher and f ive who had known we l l  the te acher  the p revi ous 
year , in a l l  ins tance s e xp a tri ate teache r s  at the g ove rnment s choo l . 
Ano ther e leven l ie s  in the P apuan S e t t l emen t  and f i f te en in 
H oh o l a  knew the chi ld ' s  t e acher at  the t ime o f  the s urvey or in the 
p revi ous year s l i gh t  

C ons u l t a t i on b y  p aren t s  wi th t e ache r s  ab out the i r  chi l dren was 
al s o  infrequent . Only 1 1  Lae fami l ie s  ( or 3 2  p e r  cent)  and 1 6  Port  
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More sby fami l ie s  ( o r  3 1  p er cent)  recal led occ a s i ons during the 
c our s e  of the ir s e lec te d  chi l d ' s  s chool  c aree r  when they had t alke d  
wi th a t e acher • and thi s  was usual ly wi th the head te ache r . s 
o f  rec al led  c onver s at i ons inc luded , trans fe r  of s chool s ,  
ab s entee i sm ,  mi sbehavi our , the s chool s avings p r ogramme and one 
about organi men to c le ar the s chool ground s . 

The s e  encounter s  wi th ind ividual te achers  wer e  mos t ly at  the 
ini t i a t ive of p arents  who c al led  at the s chool  ( s e e  p . 53 ) . On r are 
o c c as i on s  a p arent had been reque s ted to c ome to  the s chool and in 
a very few ins tance s  a t e ache r had v i s i ted  the home . Three of the 
Lae fami l ie s  rec al l e d  b e ing vi s i ted by the Father from the mi s s i on 
s chool  t o  talk ab out the i r  ch i ld ren . One o f  the s e  fami l ie s  exp l ained 
that the F ather ' talked  ab out washing the chi ld and c l eaning h i s  
t e e th b e fore s e nd ing h im t o  s choo l ' .  F ive P o r t  More s by fami l i e s  
rec ounted v i s i t s  b y  a te acher  c once rning the i r  s choo l -age ch i ldren : 
two ab out ab s ence s ,  two about mi sbehav iour , and one by a mi s s i on 
S i s te r  who c ame t o  remind the fami ly o f  s chool  after  a hol id ay 
b re ak .  Numerous s oc ial  vi s i t s  by teacher s who were  re la t ive s , 
friends o r  ne i ghbour s were  rec a l led  but they we re t o tal ly unre lated 
t o  chi ldren in s choo l . I l lus trat ive i s  the te acher who vi s i ted  a 
f ami ly from h i s  home d i s tric t t o  ge t be te l nut . 

Inte rv i ewing in Rab aul was c onduc ted  in three d i s c re te areas 
r a ther than one and the s chool  s i tua t i on in re l a t i on to the s e l e c te d  
are as was qui te  d i f fe rent f r om that i n  Lae and Por t More s by . A s  
s t a ted i n  Chap te r 2 ,  the re was n o  s chool s e rving any one o f  the 
s e lec t ed area s  in p ar t icul ar , but rather one government and one 
Roman C a tho l i c  p rimary 1 T 1  school s e rved the who l e  t own . B o th 
s choo l s  we re c ent ral ly loc ated and , unl ike the s ch o o l s  in the P apuan 
S e t t lement and Hohol a ; h ad indigenous s t a f f  teaching the upp e r  
s tandards The only exp at r i ate  s ta f f  we re the head te acher and one 
married  woman of mixed  race  at the government  s chool  and a part - t ime 
s up e rv i s or at the Roman C a tho l i c  s ch oo l . There were two Method i s t  
mi s s i on t e ache r s  on the s ta f f  o f  the gove rnment s choo l . 

There were no c ommuni organ i z at i ons in the s e l ec ted areas o f  
Rab aul c omp arab l e  wi th the P apuan S e t t lement S oc i e ty o r  the Hoh o l a  
Progre s s  As s o c i at ion . B o th s choo l s , howeve r ,  featured more in the 
c ommuni ty l i fe of the t own The gove rnment s chool  was lo cated in 
bui l d ings of the Me thodi s t  Mi s s i on whi ch were  al s o  u sed extens 
by s everal  p ro t e s tan t  mi s s i on group s  for chur ch s ervice s , mee t ings 
and youth fe l l owship ac t ivi t i e s . There  had been no P & C As s oc iat i on 
mee t ing that  ye ar at  the g overnmen t s ch oo l . During the cour s e  o f  
the s urvey a s p or t s  d ay was hel d  t o  which p arents  were  inv i te d , but  
s ince it  was  h e ld mid -week it  exc luded men at  work The Roman 
C atho l i c  s chool  was p ar t  o f  a c omp l ex o f  mi s s i on bui l d ings whi ch 
inc luded a church , p r imary ' A '  and ' T '  s choo l s , a s oc i a l  ha l l , a 
s p or t s  ground and s t a f f  quar ter s .  The p r imary ' T ' s chool  was u s ed 
for adu l t  educ a t i on c l a s s e s  on s everal n i gh t s  a week . 
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Two of the e i gh t  t e acher s  a t  the governmen t  s ch o o l  h ad c ome to 
l ive a t  the main government c omp ound in 19 64 when they were p os t e d  
t o  the t own schoo l . No  o ther t e acher at e i ther o f  the l ocal t own 
s ch oo l s  was l iv ing in a s e lec ted  are a , al though f our o f  the s ix 
teache r s  at  the Roman C athol i c  s chool  were  l iving in s ingle men ' s 
quarters  at the mi s s i on c entre whi ch was in c lo s e  p roximi ty t o  the 
main government c omp ound . A government teacher who h ad b e en teach ing 
at  Matup i t  v i l lage out s ide Rab aul h ad been l iving at the Rap indi k  
extens i on o f  the governmen t c omp ound for s ever a l  year s . At the t ime 
o f  the survey he was working t emp orar i ly in the D i s tr i c t  Educ a t i on 
O f f i c e  in t own . Obv i ou s ly , there  were no teache rs  l iving at the 
p o l ice  b arracks where twe lve ( or 48  per  cent )  o f  the f ami l ie s  l ive d . 

B o th Rab aul s choo l s  had been in operat i on for at leas t f ive years 
and f our o f  the e i gh t  t e achers  at  the government s ch o o l  we re in the i r  
thi rd ( or more ) ye ar of  te ach ing at  the s chool - l onger than any 
teache r had taugh t  at  a P apuan S e t t l ement or Hoh o l a  s ch oo l . A 
married  T o l ai woman who l ived in a nearby v i l l age was in her fi fth 
year of t e aching at the s choo l ; the o ther three were  men , one a 
l oc al T o l ai who c ommuted dai ly from h i s  vi l l age , one an out s t anding 
ath l e te who u s e d  fac i l i ti e s  in the t own f or training , and one a 
Me thod i s t mi s s i on te acher . The o ther four t e ache r s  we re in thei r  
fi r s t  year o f  t e aching at  the s choo l . The Roman C a th o l i c  s chool  
did  not have a s imi lar  record o f  c on tinui ty o f  s t a f f  b e c au s e  a 
recent reorgani zat i on of  mi s s i on s ch o o l s  in the are a  h ad involved 
c ons i derab le sh i ft ing o f  s ta f f  and only one o f  the s ix t e achers  had 
b een at  the s chool  for a ye ar p r ev ious ly . The average age o f  23 . 4  
year s o f  the Rab aul t e ache r s  was c omp arab le wi th tha t  o f  the Lae 
t e ache r s . 

The sma l l  numb e r  o f  f ami l i e s  inte rv iewed in Rabaul reduces the 
s i gni f i c ance of the f indings , but i t  i s  neve r the l e s s  inte re s t ing 
to note the inf luence whi ch d i f fe rent s chool  and c ommuntty feature s 
had on f ami ly c on t ac t . The geograph i c  l o c at i on o f  the s ch o o l s  
out s i de the s e lec ted areas  and the fac t that n o  P & C As s o c i at i on 
mee t ing had been he l d  at  the government s chool  may e xp lain why le s s  
than hal f o f  the fami l i e s  had v i s i te d  the s chool . F ur the rmore , t he 
fac t that  the l onger - e s t ab l i shed s cho o l s  did  not r equire as  much 
v o l unteer as s i s t ance may we l l  exp l ain why only four fami l i e s  r e c a l l e d  
having worked for the s ch oo l . 

The de gree o f  p aren t s ' c onsul t a ti on wi th te achers  about the i r  
chi ldren was as s l i gh t  in Rabaul as  in Lae and Port  More sby . Only 
s i x  fami l i e s  rec a l l ed hav ing eve r  talke d  wi th the s e le c te d  chi ld ' s 
teacher  about the chi ld . The rea s ons for the s e  c onver s at i ons were  
much the s ame as in the o ther t owns . Only  three  fami l ie s  recal l ed 
a teacher h aving v i s i ted  them at h ome . Aske d  the r e a s on for the 
vi s i t , one fami ly s aid that i t  was to t al k  about s p or t , another  to 
d i s c us s  wor l d  af fai r s  and a third to have  a mea l . H owever ,  the 
p r op or t i on of fami l i e s  (exc ep t ing p arents  who wer e  t e acher s )  who 
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knew the s e le c te d  chi l d ' s  t e acher - at le as t by name or s i ght  · was 
h i gher  than in the o ther t owns . Thi s  may have been b e c au s e  the 
teacher s  were  indi genous and had t augh t at the s chool for a l onger 
ave r age l ength o f  t ime . O f  the 2 5  f ami l i e s , 3 knew we l l  and 1 2  
knew- to gre e t  or  rec ogn i ze the s e le c ted chi ld ' s  teacher in e i ther 
the ye ar o f  s urvey or the p revi ous ye ar . Mos t  o f  the f ami l i e s  who 
h ad v i r tua l ly no c ontac t wi th the s chool l ived in the p o l i ce b ar r ac ks , 
s everal  we re in fac t new guard i an fami l ie s  wi th no chi l dr en o f  the i r  
own i n  s chool . 

I t  may be c onc luded , then , that the urb an env i ronment , the ge o ·  
graphic  location o f  the s chool , the opp ortuni t i e s  f o r  p ar ti c ip a t i on 
in c ommuni ty and s chool  ac t ivi ti e s , the l ocat i on o f  the t e acher ' s 
dwe l l ing , and c e r tain char ac te r i s t i c s  o f  the teacher in f l uenced  
fami ly c ontac t wi th s cho o l s  and teacher s  in the t own s e t t ing . The re 
was , for examp le , s l i gh t ly more c ontac t wi th the s choo l when it was 
l o c a ted the area whe re the p e op l e l ived . The re was l i t t l e  or  no 
c ontac t b e tween f ami l ie s  and t e acher s unl e s s  the t e acher l ived in 
the area or had been t e aching at the s chool  for  s ome t ime . And as 
wi l l  be s een in the f o l l owing d i s cu s s i on ,  c on t ac t  b e tween fami l ie s  
and teachers  was mos t frequent when b o th c ame from the s ame h ome 
d i s t r ic t . 

By s e lec t ing fami l ie s  who s e  chi l dren had at tended s chool for 
s everal years , the de s ign of the s urvey may have p roduc ed findings 
b i ased  in the d i re c t i on of  more s chool c ontact  th an mi ght b e  
general  i n  the urb an environment .  The p r onounc ed l ac k  o f  c ontac t 
among the s e  fami l ie s  there fore may be c ons i de red  a gene ral charac ­
teri s t ic  o f  the t own s e t t ing . C omment s  by indi genous t e ache r s  in 
the s e lected  are as al s o  s ub s t an t i at ed thi s  finding : ' I  know we l l  
only one p arent who l ives  nearby ' ;  ' I  on ly t alk t o  p arent s I knew 
b e fore ' ; ' I  knew a l l  the p arent s in the v i l l age , the chi ldren 
he lp ed  me , it was the i r  c us tom t o  l ook af ter te acher s ' ;  and ' In 
the v i l l age p arent s had more intere s t  in the s ch oo l , there  was 
greater p ar t i c ip a t i on by p arents  and the s choo l was a s o c i a l  
centre ' .  

Thi s  s i tua t i on no twi th s tand ing , i t  was ob s e rved tha t  unde r  
c e r tain c i rcums t ance s - i . e . , when a t e acher l ived i n  p r oximi ty t o  
the re s i dent s , h ad a home d i s t r i c t  in c ommon wi th a s i ze ab le p r o ­
p o r t i on o f  them and par t i c ip ated in c ommuni ty ac t ivi t i e s  - the 
te acher would b ec ome known . Al though a teacher d i d  no t hold  an 
exal ted p os i t i on by v i r tue o f  be ing a t e ache r , as may have b e en 
the c a s e  in s ome v i l l age s , one ind igenous t e acher in e ach o f  the 
s e l e c te d  are as  h ad e s t ab l i shed fairly extens ive ' extra - s choo l ' 
as s oc ia t i ons . 

In each area one government te acher was known by s ub s t antial ly 
more  o f  the interviewed fami l ie s  than any o ther teache r . In  e ach 
c a s e  h i s  recogni t i on d i d  not  s e em to be derived from the ch i l d ren 
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he t aught but  rathe r to  b e  bas ed on his  age , whe re he l ived , h i s  
h ome d i s tric t and wha t  he d i d  out s ide  the s choo l . A l l  three men 
were  older  ( ave rage age of 39 year s )  , marr ied  and had l ived in th e 
are a  for l onger than one ye ar . Two h ad a home d i s tr i c t  i n  c ommon 
wi th the l ar ge s t  numb e r  o f  re s ident s and e ach was invo lved in l oc a l  
c omm.uni ac t ivi t ie s . 

In  Lae the b e s t  known t e acher  was from the Gul f D i s t r i c t  wh ich 
h ad the greate s t  repr e sentat i on among the fami l ie s . Al though he 
held no e l e c ted  p o s i t i on he r e gular ly attended the P apua Eka le s i a  
church and P ap uan S e t t l ement S oc i e ty mee t ing s , and i n  add i t i on t o  
c onduc t ing an e le c t i on -educ at i on mee t ing in the S et t l ement p r i or 
to  the H ouse  o f  A s s emb ly e le c t i ons  he worked a t  the e l ec t i on boo th 
in the S e t t l ement on p o l l ing day . He was a l s o fami l i ar t o  re s ident s 
b e c au s e  he frequently r e l axed by s i tt ing under a guav a  tree in the 
yard o f  h i s  home c lo s e  to  the s chool  and at  an inte r s ec t ion o f  
movement i n  the are a . But  thi s  t e acher s ub s t an t i ated  the general  
nature o f  the t eache r -p arent r e l a t i onship when he s ai d  he knew the 
p aren t s  of only s even of the for ty - five chi ldren in h i s  c la s s  and 
s ix o f  the s e  b e c aus e they sp oke h i s  l anguage . He s ai d  he h ad not  
t alked wi th any o f  the  p arent s  about the i r  chi ldren . 

The t e acher b e s t  known t o  the Por t More sby f ami l i e s  c ame from 
Rigo S ub -d i s t ric t whi ch i s  c on t i guous t o  P or t  More sby S ub -d i s t ri c t 
and i s  one wide ly rep r e s ented  among the Hoh o l a  fami l i e s . He was a 
deac on o f  the P apua Ekale s ia church and a former p r e s ident o f  the 
p re - s chool  as s oc ia t i on He  and h i s  wi fe h ad t aken a p rominent p ar t  
i n  an e ffec t ive Red C ros s app e a l  and he had b een ac t ive i n  the 
Hoh o l a  P r ogre s s  As s oc i at i on . S ome of the f ami l ie s  knew of h i s 
app ointment  t o  the Por t Mor e s by Town Advis ory C ounc i l . Thi s  t e acher 
al s o  s aid  he h ad l i t t l e  c ontac t wi th f ami l i e s  through the s choo l  or  
his  j ob as  a te acher . He knew s ix or  s even p arent s o f  the twenty ­
nine p up i l s  i n  h i s  c l as s , b u t  s ai d  tha t the p arent s migh t  t a l k  with 
h im if a chi l d  was i l l  or  if the f ami ly was on l e ave . He  h ad 
vi s i ted s ome fami l ie s  as p re s ident o f  the p re - s ch oo l  a s s o c ia t i on .  

D e s p i t e  the f ac t  that he h ad not taught at e i ther s chool , the 
t e acher mo s t  frequent ly known by the Rab aul fami l i e s  was the govern­
ment teacher who had l ived for six years a t  Rap ind i k  and was 
t emp orar i ly working in the D i s tr i c t  Educ a t i on O f fi c e . He was very 
ac t ive in communi ty affai r s  be ing a l e ader in s p o r t s , ac t ive in the 
Nat ive Worke r s ' As s oc ia t i on , a membe r  o f  the Town Adv i s ory C ounc i l , 
a l o c al governmen t  c o unc i l l o r  and a p e r s on invari ab ly c a l led  up on 
by admini s trative agenc i e s  to exp re s s  the op inion of the ind igenous 
c ommuni ty or  to s e rve  as  a l i ai s on b e tween indi genous group s and 
the g overnment . Thi s  t e acher was l iving in h i s  home s ub -d i s tric t 
which may h ave c ontributed t o  h i s  imp o r t ance , but i t  i s  d oub t ful 
whe ther thi s fac t he l d  much re levance among the interviewee s  who 
c ame from s o  many di f fe ren t home d i s tr i c t s . 
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O ther teacher s  who were fair ly we l l  known we re in s omewhat 
s imi l ar c ircums t anc e s . One was  a young mi s s i on t e acher in Lae who 
al s o  c ame from the Gul f  D i s tr ic t , was married , had l ived in the 
are a f o r  more th an one ye ar and t ook p ar t  in the ac t iv i t i e s  o f  the 
P ap uan S et t l ement S oc and of hi s church . Two o ther married  men 
in the i r  thir t i e s  who were  l iving in Hoh o l a  we re quite frenq uent ly 
named by the P or t  More sby fami l ie s . One was from Rigo S ub -d i s tr ic t 
and the o ther married t o  a R i go woman . B o th wer e  ac t ive in church 
mat t e r s  and p ar t i c ip a ted  in c ommuni ty ac t iv i t ie s  - one as pres ident 
o f  the p re - s chool as s oc i at i on and the o ther in sp or t . The only 
unmarr ie d  teacher who was known by a fair number  of i nterv i ewe e s  
was a young man i n  Rab aul who d id not l ive in a s e lec ted are a  b ut 
wh o  had t augh t  at the g overnment s chool  for three ye ar s and was one 
o f  the c ount ry ' s  outs t and ing ath l et e s . 

I n  general the younger unmarried teacher who did not l iv e  in the 
are a where he taught , was new to  the s ch oo l , and had no l ink wi th 
the re s iden t s  o f  the are a  in out - of · s chool  ac t ivi t i e s  was very 
l ike ly to go  unno t iced . Furthermore , he was o ften engaged in 
c orre sp ondenc e s tudy . 

The analys i s  o f  s chool  and t e acher c on t ac t by  the inte rvi ewe d  
fami l ie s  revealed  c e r t ain other featur e s  o f  the t own s e t t ing . Al ­
though the t own c ommunity d id not acc ord a teacher the s ame r o l e  
as d i d  the v i l l age , he h ad n o t  l o s t  al l o f  h i s  p re s t ige a s  a p e r s on 
wi th inf luenc e . S ixty - one f ami l i e s  ( or 5 5  p e r  c ent ) s aid that i f  
they h ad a p rob l em c oncerning the ir  chi ldren they woul d  talk wi th 
the t e ache r  or the t e ache r  in c on j unc t ion wi th o th er s . Evidenc e 
s ugge s t s , however , tha t  e i ther p rob l ems d i d  not o ften ar i s e  or 
p aren t s  were unaware  of them . Ther e  were  3 3  fami l i e s  who named the 
t e ache r , or  the te acher in c on j unc t i on wi th o thers , as  the p er s on 
who should dec ide a ch i ld ' s c areer ( s e e  p . 5 6) . 

In  enumerat ing t e achers  known t o  them , only 19  fami l ie s  ( or 17  
p e r  cent)  men t i oned e xp a tr i at e  teachers , and they were  not u s ual ly 
c ons ide red t o  b e  known we l l .  In e ight ins tanc e s  the exp a t r i at e s  
ment i oned we re t e ache r s  a t  Roman C a th o l i c , Ang l ic an or  S alva t i on 
Army mi s s i on s choo l s . 

There  we re f ive fami l ie s  who h ad a s e l ec ted  chi ld a t t ending a 
p r imary ' A '  s choo l . The c ontac t o f  the s e  f ami l ie s  wi th the s chool  
and teache r s  was  not s ub s tan t i al ly more than that o f  p aren t s  wi th 
ch i l dren at the ' T ' s ch oo l s . Two , for e xamp l e , had not  known the 
chi l d ' s  t e acher in e i ther  the year o f  the s urvey or  the p revi ous 
year . The rec a l l ed c onve r s at i on o f  one p arent wi th the teache r 
ab out the expens e o f  spec i a l  s p or t s  day uni forms d i d  re f l ec t the 
add i t i onal b urden a s s umed by the s e  p arent s . 

No p arent wi th no formal educ a tion knew a t e acher we l l , but  
o therwi s e  the educ at i on of  the p aren t s  and guar d i ans s e emed to  have 
l i t t l e  inf luenc e  on whe ther or not they knew the s e lec ted chi ld ' s  
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t e ache r . Whi le the government s chool s  o f fered s ome opp or t un i ty for 
p arenta l  p ar t ic ip at i on in the P & C As s oc ia t i on , the mi s s i on teacher s  
appe ared t o  make more  o f  a n  at temp t t o  e s tab l i sh c ont ac t  b y  h ome 
v i s i t s  or a t  S unday church s ervi c e s .  F ami ly - s chool  c ont ac t  was s o  
minimal , howeve r , that n o  s ub s tan t ial d i f fe renc e s  wer e  found b e tween 
that wi th government and that wi th mi s s i on s chool s .  



Chap ter 9 

S ince the re l igious mi s s i on s  introduced e duc a t i on into the 
c ountry and s t i l l  p rovide the bulk of p rimary s choo l ing , and s ince 
mos t  o f  the interviewe e s  had rece ived a l l  thei r  s choo l ing from the 
mi s s i ons , thi s  chap t e r  d i s cus s e s  mi s s i on s chool ing as  it p e rt ained 
to the interv i ewed fami l ie s  and the i r  chi l dren . 

A p o r t i on o f  the interv i ew was de s i gned t o  find out whe ther the 
fami l ie s  had any p re ference for mi s s ion or  g overnment s choo l s . As 
was s tated in Chap t e r  6 ,  53 p e r  cent of the fami l ie s  favoured 
gove rnment s chool ing only and 22 p e r  cent favoured a t tendance a t  
mi s s i on s choo l s  fo l l owed by gove rnment s choo l s . Only 1 1  p e r  c ent 
of  the fami l i e s  favoured mi s s i on s choo l ing . Of  the remainder ,  13  
per  c ent s aid they had no p re ferenc e  and l dec l ined t o  re spond . 
The s i gnifi c ance o f  thi s  finding i s  increased  when c orre lated  wi th 
the interviewee s '  mi s s i on al legianc e , the i r  evaluat ion o f  the ir 
own s choo l ing , and the ac tual p l ac ement of  the i r  chi ldren in s choo l s . 
The l a t t e r , o f  cour s e , was to  a l arge extent de termined by the 
imme d i ate  avai l ab i l i ty of s chool s .  

The Roman C atho l i c s  al one had a cho i c e  o f  s choo l , how-
ever l imi ted i t  may h ave been by  mi s s i on p re s s ure . Ini t i a l ly 
adh erent s o f  o ther mi s s i ons tended t o  r e sp ond in te rms o f  what  
exi s ted . ' There i s  no mi s s i on s chool  here s o  I s end them t o  the 
gove rnment s choo l . '  By rephras ing the que s t ion in te rms o f  the 
hyp o the t i cal  ' S upp o s e  there were two s choo l s  here , s i de by s ide , 
one a gove rnment s chool  and one a mi s s i on s chool , t o  whi ch would 
you p re fe r s  ( l ike more b e t ter)  to  s end your chi l dren ? ' ,  a c onc r e te 
re s p onse  was u s ual ly e l i c i t e d . Any choice  made by the s e  fami l ie s  
unfortunate ly involved a c ompari s on o f  v i l lage mi s s i on s cho o l s  a s  
they we re a genera t i on a g o  wi th gove rnment s choo l s  i n  the t own at  
the t ime of  the s urvey . 

In  general  the inte rvi ewee s  fe l t  th at they had no t had enough 
educ at i on , had no t been t augh t enough Eng l i sh , and had spent too  
l ar ge a p a r t  of  each day doing odd  j ob s  for  the  mi s s i on .  The  de gree 
o f  the i r  s at i s fac t i on inc reased  c ons i de rab ly wi th the amount o f  
the i r  s choo l ing ; and , a l though the i r  ove r a l l  evalua t i on was l ow ,  
they o f ten added tha t the se  s choo l s  had h e lp ed them in learning 

7 2  



7 3  

' how t o  l ive ' and in te aching them ' ta lk b e l ong God ' . Natural ly 
the s chool ing p rovided by d i f ferent mi s s i ons was evaluated s omewhat 
d i f fe rent ly . 

Mo s t  o f  the fami l ie s , whi le r a ting the i r  own mi s s i on educa t i on 
a s  l ow and e xp re s s ing the op inion tha t  government s ch oo l s  were 
be t te r , were no t only unc r i t i c al of the mi s s ions but were al s o  
app r e c i a t ive o f  what  they had rec e ived a s  b e in g  good ' for  tho s e  
t ime s ' .  One p arent who was a deacon in the P apua E kal es ia , however , 
was op enly c r i t ic a l . 

Every mi s s i on has l e t  d own our p e op l e  ever s ince 1 8 7 4  by 
f ini shing o ff the educat ion e arly . The mi s s i on s choo l s  never 
gave a good e ducat i on or taugh t  u s  how to  run our c ountry.  
The chi ldren d o  al l the j ob s  at the mi s s i on s choo l s , we are 
kind to the mi s s i on p e op l e  and they don ' t do  any thing for  
us . . . •  We p ay from our p ocke t  money every week , native 
p a s tors  ge t very l i tt le , where  the [mi s s i on ] gran t from 
Aus tralia  goe s I d on ' t know . The mi s s ion has been trea t ing 
us  l ike s l ave s for years and year s . 

Thi s  man ' s s ta te d  views were  e xcep t i onal , but they are re corded 
here as  an e xagge r a t i on o f  wha t  i s  p o s s ib ly a l a tent , genera l ly 
unvoiced c r i t i c i sm that  may have a more general  app l ic a t i on t o  al l 
mi s s i ons . They a l s o  sugge s t  that a thorough e xamina t i on o f  at t i ­
tude s t oward s the mi s s i ons  in urban areas  would b e  wor thwh i le . 

F ur thermore , the que s t i ons in the inte rvi ew on who should cho o s e  
a chi l d ' s  c aree r , who should teach a chi l d  how t o  b eh ave and who 
wou l d  be s een i f  the fami ly had s ome wor ry ab out a chi l d  at s choo l , 
reve a led  that  the mi s s i ons are not generally  app roached ab out the s e  
mat te r s . l O f  the 1 1 1  fami l ie s , only 4 men t i oned the mi s s i on in 
re gard to cho i ce of caree r ; 9 in regard t o  b eh av iour ; and 10  in 
re gard t o  a worry . No Me thod i s t  fami ly men t i oned the mi s s i on in any 
o f  the s e  r e s p onse s ;  the Roman C a tho l i c s , Angl ic ans and Lutherans 
appeared to show the mo s t  re l i ance on the mi s s i on ,  b ut the degree 
of re l iance was b e l ow 15  per  c en t  in any one denomin a t i on .  

I t  should b e  no ted tha t the re l i gious a f f i l i at i on o f  the inte r ­
v i ewed fami l ie s  i s  i n  n o  way ind i c a tive o f  the s i ze o f  e ach mi s s ion 
throughout the c ountry . 2 I n  H oh o l a  the fami l i e s  were  fair ly typ i c a l  
o f  the Por t More sby urban c ommuni ty ; 6 7  p er c e n t  o f  those  int e r ­
viewed be l onged t o  the P apua Ekal e s ia , whi l e  i n  the 19 6 1  p opula t i on 
count o f  the town ' s  indi genous p opul at i on 64 p e r  cen t b e l onged  t o  
thi s  church ( B e t t i s on 19 64 : 3 5 ) . Due t o  the geo graph i ca l  d i s t r ibut ion 
of the mi s s ions in the c o untry , however ,  the s e l ec t i on of the P apuan 

O ther rep l ie s  t o  the s e  que s t i ons are inc l uded in Chap t e r s  6 and 8 .  
2 

P . A . R .  19 63 -4 : 2 64 - 5  and N . G . A . R .  1 9 6 3 -4 : 3 0 6 - 7 . 
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S e t t lement in Lae - a c on:nnuni - favoured the Eka le s i a  
and the Roman C a tho l i c s  i n  numbe r s  rather than the Luthe ran s  who have 
the t mi s s ion in the Lae area . Likewi s e  the re  was a sma l l e r  

o f  Me thod i s t  fami l ie s  in Rab aul , whe re the Me thodi s t  
mi s s i on has been , than wou l d  be the case wi th random 
s amp Fur ther to the ind ividual  re a f fi l ia t ions o f  
intervi ewee s  ind i ca ted in Tab le 1 1 , the tab l e  has been 
drawn t o  show the re To c la s s i  
fami l ie s  mi s s i on , the re fo r the ma le and female  
inte rviewee and for the i r  chi ldren , the  inte rv i ewee s '  s ta tement on 
church a t tendance ( see  C )  and the s e l e c ted chi ld ' s  s tate -
ment as  to  ( see  were cons ide red . De tai l s  o f  
fami l i e s  wi th and trans ferred mi s s i on a l  are 
in F 

T ab l e  2 8  

P o r t  More sby Lae Rabaul T o t a l  

Ekale s i a  35 1 6  4 5 5  
Roman C a tho l i c  7 9 9 2 5  
Me thod i s t 3 7 1 0 
Luthe ran 5 1 6 

i c an 4 2 6 
S even th Adven ti s t  3 2 1 6 
Jehovah ' s  Wi tne s s  l 1 
B aha ' i  Fai th 1 1 

T o ta l  5 2  3 4  2 5  1 1 1  

For  the remainder 
the 

mi s s ions . 

The admini s tra tive 
in was s te ad i  

o f  thi s  
and p rac t i c e s  

an t has been made  t o  
i n  re l to  the ind iv idual 

of the London Mi s s  
in 1 9 62 i t  became an 

1 
The var ie ty o f  a l  whi ch could ( and occur 

wi thin a dwe l one hou s e  in H oho la  who s e  
th i r teen re s idents , comp ri s  two fami l ie s , inc luded 
adheren t s  to the E kal e s ia , the Roman C a tho l i c  and Angl ic an 
mi s s i ons , and the Jehovah ' s  Wi tne s s e s . 
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church unde r the t i t le o f  the P apua Ekale s i a  Thi s  was the culmina ­
t i on o f  work b e gun in 1874  wi th the arrival o f  the f ir s t mi s s i onary 
who had been p re ceded by a group o f  S amoan teache r s . In o rde r t o  
fur ther i t s re l i gious  ob j e c t ive s , the London Mi s s i onary S oc i e ty 
e s tab l i sh ed s choo l s  whi ch aimed a t  teaching l i teracy in a ve rnacul ar , 
wi th Eng l i sh b e ing taugh t  a s  a s ub j e c t . In the l ate  1 9 5 0s , when 
gove rnment s choo l s  were  b e ing e s tab l i shed s ide by s ide wi th mi s s i on 
s choo l s , the London Mi s s i onary S o c i e ty , in order t o  make the b e s t  
use  o f  the r e s ource s avai l ab le , reduce d  i ts e ducat i on commi tment s 
in area s  whe r e  the government had opened s choo l s . Ac c o rd ingly 
there  we re no mi s s i on s choo l s  in P o r t  More sby at  the t ime of the 
s urvey a l though the mi s s i on was conduct ing s chool s  e l sewhere in 
P apua . 

The 5 5  fami l i es (nearly hal f o f  tho s e  who b e l onged 
to  the P apua Eka le s i a  rated the i r  own s chool ing l ower than the 
average . They frequently ment i oned that they had no t l earned enough 

a t  s choo l and that they had sp ent the i r  time d oing odd j ob s  
for the mi s s i on rather than s choo l work . 

In  2 1  o f  th e s e  fami l ie s  the chi ld ren had a t tended only govern -
ment s choo l s , whi le in the remaining 34 had b o th 
governmen t  and mi s s i on s choo l ing . Tho s e  who h ad a t tended L ondon 
Mi s s i onary S oc i e ty s choo l s  had done so in the home vi l l a ge , at a 
ne arby mi s s i on s ta t i on o r  in P o r t  More sby be fore the town s choo l s  
we re c lo s e d . I n  add i t i on t o  the chi ldren who had a t tended London 
Mi s s i onary S oc i e ty s chool s ,  one o r  more chi ldren in 1 0  fami l i e s  had 
been to Roman C a tho l i c  s choo l s , in 4 to the S alvat i on Army schoo l 
in P o r t  More sby and in 1 t o  a S even th -day Adventi s t  s choo l . 

I n  order to  d i s c u s s  th e i r  cho i c e  o f  s choo l in a c onver s a t i onal 
manner ,  the fami l i e s  were a sked about the i r  church a t tendanc e and 
the l oc a t i on o f  the neare s t  mi s s i on s choo l . Near hal f o f  the 
fami l i e s  in P o r t More s by we re unaware that the mi s s ion had c lo s ed 
i ts s choo l s  there . A few fami li e s , however ,  wen t  t o  s ome length to  
e xp l ain that  there used  t o  b e  s ome mi s s i on s choo l s  in the t own but 
the re were none now , whi l e  o thers made no fur ther  commen t  than tha t 
the re was none nearby . Thi s  l ack o f  exac t knowledge o f  the i r  mi s s ion 
s choo l s  is under s tandab le , b ut when i t  is c o up led w i th a dri f t  away 
from the i r  own mi s s i on to ano ther ( se e  Append i x  F )  and the fac t 
that  they d i d  no t c l aim a s  regu l ar church a t tendance a s  d i d  fo l l ower s 
o f  o ther re l igious  group s , i t  i s  ind i c a t ive that the P ap ua Ekale s i a  
l acke d  the d i s c ip l ine ove r i ts memb e r s  o f  s ome o f  the o th e r  mi s s i ons . 

A ma j or i ty o f  the fami l i e s  s ai d  they p re ferred governmen t s choo l ­
ing only for the i r  chi ld ren . The i r  cho i c e  o f  s choo l was a s  f o l l ows : 

3 6  favoured  governmen t  s choo l ing on ly 
1 favoured mi s s i on s choo l ing only 

1 1  favoured  chi ldren s tar t ing at  a mi s s i on s choo l and l a te r  
t rans fe rring to  a government s choo l 
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6 had no p re fe rence 
1 de c l ined to re s p ond . 

The two main rea s ons  g iven for the pre ference for  gove rnment  s choo l s  
we r e  that they p rovided the chi ldren wi th a be t te r , wider education , 
and that they taugh t Engl i sh from the s tart  wh i le the mi s s i ons o ften 
u s e d  a vernac ul ar . F ami l ie s  s ta ted  tha t  the gove rnment s choo l s  
b rough t  chi ldren t o  a h i gher s tandard , p r ovided more p ra c t i cal  
training , and s ent chi ld ren on s cho l arship to  Au s tr a l i a ; tha t  they 
had be t te r  teachers  and a b e t te r  me thod o f  teaching ; tha t  p e op le 
who had been to government  s choo l s  go t be t te r  j ob s  and we re thus 
ab l e  to do  more imp o r t ant  work and to he lp the i r  c ountry mo re ; that 
chi ld ren le arned more qui ckly at government  s choo l s ; and that there 
was more d i s c ip l ine a t  gove rnment s choo l s , wi th a be t te r  a t temp t to 
contro l ab s entee i sm and to ins truct  chi l d ren in the p rac t i cal  mat te r  
o f  c le anl ine s s . In c r i t i c i sm o f  the mi s s i on s choo l s  they men t i oned , 
apa r t  from teaching in a vernacu l ar , that they taugh t only the l ower 
s t andard s , were short o f  t e acher s , and s ome t ime s the p a s tors  who 
wer e  in charge o f  the s cho o l s  cou l d  t e ach only B ib l e  s to r ie s . One 
p aren t s ai d  tha t educa t i on was a ful l - time j ob o f  the gove rnment 
te acher  but was only one aspec t of the mi s s i onary ' s .  

The 1 1  fami l ie s  who pre fer r ed chi ld ren t o  s tar t a t  a mi s s i on 
s chool  and then trans fer to a government s choo l c ame p redominan t ly 
from the two more h i ghly educated group s . The maj o r i ty s aid tha t  
chi ldren should g o  f i r s t to  a mi s s i on s choo l  to  l earn the i r  re l igion 
whi le they we re young . F our fami l i e s  men t i oned spe c i fi c a l ly that 
i t  was be t te r  for chi ldr en to  learn fi r s t in the i r  own language and 
be t augh t  Eng l i sh as a subj e c t  as i t  was t oo d i f f i c u l t  for them to  
go s traigh t  to  a government s choo l where Eng l i sh was  used exc lus ive ly .  
T o  s ome degree the s e  fami l i e s  we re in d i s agreement wi th gove rnment 
p o l icy on the use o f  Engl i sh a t  a l l  l eve l s . They advocated a t rans ­
fer  to a gove rnment s choo l at  s ome h i gher leve l a s  they c ons i de red  
the  gove rnment  s choo l s  be t te r  for o lder chi ldren , s ta ting reas ons 
s imi lar  to  tho s e  f ami l i e s  who p re fer re d  government s chool ing only . 

The re a s oning o f  the s ix fami l ie s  who said  they had no pre fe rence 
for  type of s choo l showed varying degre e s  of s ophi s t ic at i on . S ome 
wer e  c ontent to  le ave the choi c e  o f  s choo l t o  the chi ldren thems e lve s .  
One man who had three chi ldren at  the government s chool  s ent one t o  
the Roman Catho l i c  s choo l be cause one o f  the s i s te r s  there was ' a  
ve ry good teacher ' .  Ano th e r  man , who had f our chi ldren at  govern­
men t s chool s ,  s ai d  he would l i ke to put  a good chi ld in a mi s s i on 
s choo l  to  be  shown the good l i fe s o  he c ould  show o the r s , whi le  the 
naugh ty one s c ould  go t o  the government s choo l .  The mo s t  s ophi s t i ­
c ated  rep ly was made by a young guard i an from the mo s t  h i ghly 
e ducated group : ' One canno t s ay c at e go r i ca l l y  - it depend s on wh i ch 
i s  p roviding the be t te r  educ a t i on at  the p l ace and t ime . ' 
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Two mi s s ion p as tors , b o th p arents o f  chi ldren who had s tar ted 
the ir s chool ing wi th the mi s s i on and were a t  the t ime o f  the s urvey 
a t t ending governmen t  s choo l s , were among thi s  group o f  fami l ie s . 
One was the s o le advocate  o f  mi s s i on s choo l ing , the o ther dec l ined 
t o  give a respon s e  be cau s e  he wa s a p as t or . 

The Roman C a tho l i c  mi s s ion , whi ch a l s o  e s tab l i sh ed i t s  firs t 
s choo l s  t oward s the end o f  the nine teen th cen tury , i s  now the 
l ar ge s t  mi s s i on in the country and maintains the large s t  number  o f  
mi s s i on s choo l s . In  1 9 64 ther e were 1 3 8  s choo l s  i n  P apua and 1 , 324  
in New Guinea c onducted by ten  d i f fe rent order s . 1 Each o rder c on ­
duc t s  i t s educ a t i onal ac t ivi t i e s  autonomous ly , al though al l adhere 
to the univer s a l  p o l i cy o f  a C a tho l i c  educ a t i on in C a tho l i c  s choo l s  
for a l l  C atho l ic chi ldren2 wherever p o s s ible . T o  thi s  end they 
p rovide s cho o l s  in urban areas i rre sp ec tive o f  the p re s enc e o f  
government s choo l s , and a l one o f  the fami l i e s  interv i ewed a ma j or i ty 
o f  the Roman C a tho l i c s  s ai d  they p re ferred mi s s i on s choo l ing for 
the i r  chi ldren . In  the word s of  one p aren t :  ' Th i s  i s  according t o  
our faith : i t  i s  our ob l i ga tion t o  s end o u r  chi ldren to the C a tho l i c  
s choo l t o  ge t the fai th . ' 

The s e  p arent s ' gene ral  rat ing o f  the i r  own s chool ing wi th the 
mi s s i on was fair  to good , be ing s omewhat h i gher than the average 
rating of P apua Eka l e s i a  adherent s .  A fac tor whi ch c on t r ibuted t o  
thi s  more favourab le  evalua t i on was that more Eng l i sh was t augh t  a t  
C a tho l i c  s cho o l s  i n  the p re -war p e r i od . 

The 2 5  Roman C atho l i c  fami l ie s  a l l  knew the l o c a t i on o f  the 
neare s t  mi s s ion s choo l  and had s ent at  l eas t one o f  the i r  chi l dren 
to a t t end a mi s s ion s choo l  at  s ome s t age . S even fami l ie s  had s en t  
al l the i r  chi ldren · t o  mi s s i on s choo l s  only , and 18  fami l i e s  had sent 
the i r s  t o  b o th mi s s i on and gove rnmen t  s choo l s . The only in s tance o f  
a Roman C a tho l i c  fami ly u s ing the educ a t i on s e rv i c e s  o f  ano the r 
mi s s i on was one in whi ch a few memb e r s  maintained a l l e gi ance t o  the 
Angl ic an mi s s i on and in whi ch the o lde r chi l dren had gone to  Angl i c an 
mi s s i on s choo l s  ( s e e  Append ix F ) . 

An ana lys i s  o f  the p re fe rence s o f  the 2 5  Roman C a tho l ic  fami l i e s  
f o r  gove rnment or  mi s s i on s choo l ing for the i r  chi ldren revealed  tha t :  

8 favoure d  mi s s i on s cho o l ing only 
2 favoured gove rnmen t  s choo l ing only 

The D ivine Word , H o ly Gho s t ,  Ho ly Trini ty , Mos t  S ac red  Hear t o f  
Jesus , C apuchin , F ranc i s c an , Mar i s t and Montford mi s s i ons , and the 
Mari onh i l l  and P as s i oni s t  F a ther s . 
2 

P ius  1 9 2 9 : 38 .  
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10 favoured chi ldren s 
trans t o  a 

5 had no p re ference . 

at  a mi s s i on s choo l and later  
s choo l  

P aren t s  who cho s e  mi s s i on s choo l ing only for the i r  chi ldren d i d  s o  
e i ther be cause wanted the i r  chi ld ren t o  re c e ive re 
ins t ruc t i on in the fai th or because the mi s s i on said that it was 
r for  al l C a tho l i c  ch i l dren to  go t o  the mi s s ion ' s s choo l s . 
' The mi s s i on c al l s  me - I answe r ' and ' I  b e l ong t o  the mi s s ion s o  
I s end my chi ldren there t o  the mi s s i on '  were respon s e s  o f  

unc r i t i cal a t t i tude . The two fami l ie s  who p re fe rred 
s chool for thei r  chi ldren s ai d  did  s o  be -

s chool s hi  s t andard s than the mi s s i on 

The mo s t  i l  group o f  r e s p onse s  was that o f  the fami l i e s  
who advocated a trans fe r from a mi s s ion s choo l  to  a 
s chool  at s ome leve l , a f te r  the chi l d  had been ins t ruc ted in 
the re l faith . Two fami l ie s  said  that chi ldren should con-
t inue a t  the mi s s ion s choo l  un t i l  they c omp le te d  the 
there and then the mi s s i on would s end them to a 

c l as s 
s choo l 

was in fac t the p rac t i c e  in Lae where the c l a s s  a t  
S t  Mar t in d e  P orre s s choo l was s t andard V and ch i ldren a t  s tandard 
VI leve l were sent  to  the s choo l a t  . ) 
One fami s aid that a chi ld c ould go to any s chool wh en he was o ld 

to  know h i s  re , another that i t  was up t o  the chi ld to  
tran s fe r  t o  a government s choo l if  he wanted t o . F ive fami l ie s  

s cho o l s  be t ter  for o lder  chi ldren , us  reason -
s imi l ar t o  th at o f  adher en t s  o f  the P apua Ekal e s ia . One 

had a d i f ferent view for boys and for r l s : they were to 
l e ave wi th the mi s s i on but they wanted the i r  s ons 
to  go to  the s chool to ge t a good educat i on . 

In  a l l the fami l i e s  who s ai d  they had no p re ference a s  b o th kinds 
o f  s choo l we re , both had e i ther no t been to  s choo l o r  
h a d  received a minimum o f  s chool ing . But  even among the s e  fami l ie s  
the authori of  the mi s s ion was re cognized . One fami ly who had 
three chi ld ren the mi s s ion s choo l and two the 

s choo l  exp l ained : ' The mi s s i on doe sn ' t  mind - I have 
to the mi s s ion .  1 

The Me thod i s t mi s s i on e s t ab l i shed i t s fi rs t s t a t i ons  on the smal l 
i s l ands o ff the e as te rn coas t o f  P ap ua and on the Duke o f  York 
i s l and s near  New B r i tain , and as a s  1880 rec ommended  ' that  
increased a t tent i on b e  to  our s chool s '  . 1 The Me thod i s t mi s s i on 
was 9 8  s choo l s  in P apua and 1 3 3  in New Guinea in 19 64 . 

quoted in Lewi s n . d . : 2 . 
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I n  Rabaul the governme n t  s chool  was s i tua ted a t  the Torch Be arer  
C en te r  � f  the  Me thodi s t  Mi s s i on , and there were two mi s s i on teachers  
on  the s ta f f  of  the s choo l working along s i de the government te acher s . 
Al l the Me thodi s t  fami l ie s  who were s ending th e i r  chi ld ren t o  thi s  
s choo l knew that  i t  was a government s chool  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  l o ca t ion . 

There were too few Methodi s t  fami l ie s  t o  warrant much general i z a ­
t i on ,  but the i r  evaluat ion o f  their  own educ a t ion w a s  s l i gh t ly h i gher 
than the average . The i r  aver age l eve l of  e ducat ion was al s o  h i gher 
a l though no t l imi ted t o  mi s s ion e ducat i on ; hal f o f  the mal e  inter ­
viewe e s  had a t t ended gove rnment s choo l s  in the New Br i tain and New 
I re land D i s tr i c t s  ( among the few e s tab l i shed be fore the war) . 

O f  the 10  Method i s t fami l ie s , 3 had s ent a l l  the i r  chi ldren to  
s choo l s  only and 7 had s en t  the i r s  t o  mi s s i on and gove rn ­

ment s choo l s . In three fami l ie s  one or  mor e  chi ldren had formerly 
a t tended a Roman C a th o l i c  mi s s ion s chool , and one fami ly had pre ­
vious s ent two chi ldren to  the S a lvat ion Army s choo l  in P o r t  
More sby . 

The p re ferenc e s  o f  the fami l i e s  for mi s s i on or  gove rnment 
s ch oo l ing for the i r  chi l d ren we re : 

7 favoure d  governmen t  s chool ing only 
2 favoured chi ldren a t  a mi s s i on s choo l and later  

trans  s chool  
1 had no 

The reas ons for cho i c e  of s chool were  bas i c al ly the s ame as tho s e  
the P apua Eka l e s i a  fami l i e s . men t i oned the 

b roade r educat ion , the be t te r  te acher s , the i on o f  
s tandard s , and the u ti l i tar i an s o f  chi l dren ge t t ing good 
j ob s  and good money when they l e ft s choo l . Tho s e  who pre ferred 
mi s s ion s chool  for very young chi ldren again ment i oned the need 
t o  le arn about thei r  re and to  to  read and wr i te fi rs t 
in their  own fami , howeve r ,  c r i t ic i ze d  the 
mi s s i on for in the ve rnacular . )  The fami who gave no 
p re fe rence l e f t  the mat te r  to  the chi ld - i f  he ran away from one 
s choo l he c ould go to  the o ther 

The fir s t  Lutheran mi s s ionar i es arrived in the F ins chha fen area 
of mainl and New Guinea in 1 8 8 6 , and in o rder to in form the p e op le  
thorough ly on the  te achings of  the  church , s cho o l s were  e s t ab l i shed 
a lmo s t  imme di ate ly ( F rer i ch s  1 9 5 7 : 14 7 ) . The mi s s i on taugh t through 
cer tain ' church ' vernaculars  and s t i l l  h o l d s  the v i ew tha t a ve r ­
nacular i s  a nece s s ary medium for teach ing re l i gion . In  19 64 the 
Lutherans l were c onduc ting s choo l s  in New Guinea and 4 s choo l s  
i n  P apua . 

Inc lude s the Aus t ral i an , Mi s souri Synod and New Guinea Lutherans . 
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The l eve l o f  educat i on o f  the s ix Lutheran fami l ie s  was b e l ow 
the ave r age ; the i r  evaluat i ons  o f  the i r  s choo l ing were fair , two 
interv iewe e s  men t i oning that when the war c ame they ran away . But 
again the numbe r  of fami l ie s  is too  smal l to draw any general  c on ­
c lus ions . Al l c laimed t o  be  re gular church a t tender s ,  and ob s e rvat ion 
of the Lutheran Mi s s i on in operat i on c on f i rms that they prob ab ly we re . 

Al l the fami l i e s  had s ent chi ldren to  b o th government and mi s s i on 
s choo l s , but in one fami ly , where b oth p arent s  were in the l owe s t  
educ a t i on category , two gir l s  ( aged 6 and 1 2  year s )  had neve r g one 
to  s choo l - the only ins tance of thi s  occurrenc e . 

The fami l ie s ' cho i c e s  o f  s choo l for the ir chi ldren we re : 

5 favoured government s chool ing only 
1 gave no p re ferenc e . 

Government s chool ing was p re fe rred bec ause o f  the wider  e ducat ion , 
the ins t ruc t i on in Eng l i sh , and the c on t inui ty o f  s chool ing . Two 
o f  the fami l ie s , howeve r ,  re ferred to the nee d  for a chi l d  to le arn 
about h i s  re l i gi on at Sunday S choo l  or at home in the evenings . 

The fir s t  mi s s ionar ie s o f  the Angl i can C ommuni on arrived in the 
Mi lne B ay D i s tr i c t  o f  P apua in 189 1 an d s choo l s  were opened s oon 
a f t e rward s .  The early s choo l s  were mainly concerned wi th teaching 
the p e op le the Chri s t ian way o f  l i fe , but r i gh t  from the 
the mi s s i on taugh t  a fair amount  o f  Eng l i sh in i ts s choo l s . There  
were  1 14 Angl ic an mi s s i on s choo l s  in P ap ua and 3 6  in New Guinea in  
19 64 . 

Al though i t s  a c t ivi t i e s  in the main have been concentrated in 
the v i l lage s , the mi s si on has on& school · i� P o r t  Mor e sby in order 
to make p rovi s ion for Ang l i c an chi l dren who s e  p a rents work in the 
town . I t  was attended by the chi ld ren in three Ang l ic an fami l ie s  
l iving i n  Hoho l a , and in the se three  fami l ie s  a l l  the chi ldren had 
attended  mi s s i on s choo l s  only . The chi ld ren in the o ther three 
Ang l i c an fami l ie s  had all at tended governmen t s cho o l s  only . 

The s i x  fami l ie s  - again too few in number  to  p rovide any gene ­
r a l i z a t i ons - had an above -ave rage leve l o f  educa t i on which they 
a l s o  eval uated  s omewhat h i ghe r , a c ontr ibut ing fac tor b e ing the use 
of Engl i sh in the s choo l s  be fore the war . The fami ly p re ferenc e s  
f o r  mi s s i on o r  government s chool  were : 

3 favoured government s choo l ing only 
2 favoured mi s s ion s choo l ing only 
1 had no p re fe rence . 

Be t te r  and wide r educat i on and the teaching o f  Eng l i sh , wi th the 
add i t i onal p o int that  gove rnment s cho o l s  had mo re s upp l ie s  and be t te r  



8 1  

ment i oned tho s e  who cho s e  s choo l s . 
Mi s s i on was se l e ct e d  two fami l i e s  becau s e  o f  t h e  need 
t o  l e arn about  God and the B ib le ; and one c ontinue d :  ' The father 

te l l s  me to send them to the s choo l  and not to  the 
he s ay s  a l l  should go t o  the mi s s i on 

the advice : h i s  f ive s choo l -age chi l d -
s choo l s  I n  thi s the 

s imi l ar to the Roman C a tho l i c  mi s s i on . 

The S even th Advent i s t l mi s s ion e s tab l i shed i t s  f i r s t s ta t i ons 
on the New Guinea i s l ands s o on after  the F i r s t  Worl d  War . It  a l s o  
entered the f i e l d  o f  e duc at i on a s  a n  e s s en t i a l  o f  i t s work : 
' I t i s  t o  for t i  the t the o f  the enemy 
that we have e s tab l i shed s choo l s  whe r e  i fi e d  f o r  
use fulne s thi s l i fe and for the s e rvice  

More of  the in thes e  fami l ie s  h ad at tended 
London Mi s s  S s cho o l s  than Adventi s t  s choo l s . 
H oweve r , the l a t te r  were rated favourab ly by the few who h ad ex­

them , one  a former te acher and ano the r  a former c l er i c a l  
worker wi th the mi s s i on .  

The educ a t i ona l h i s  o f  the chi l dr en showed tha t in two 
fami l i e s  had a ttende d s cho o l s  and in four 

h ad a t t ende d  b oth mi s s i on s choo l s  ( a Roman 
C a tho l ic s chool  in one ins t ance and a S alva t i on s choo l in 
ano 

Reasons  s imi l ar to tho s e  b y  adheren t s  o f  the Eka l e s i a  
were the s e  fami l ie s  for the i r  cho ice s of  s c hoo l , which were 
as  fo l l ows : 

3 favoured 
1 favoured mi s s i on 
1 favoured chi ldren 

trans t o  a 
1 had no pre ference 

The o l de s t  chi l d  in the fami who 
was at the t ime o f  the s urvey away at  
whi le the  younger chi ldren we re 
s choo l ; the father in the fami 

s choo l and l a ter 

been a 

1 
Inc lude s the C oral  S e a  Uni on and the B i smark-S o l omons  Uni on . 

2 
Coral  S e a  Uni on Mi s s i on o f  S even th 

Advi s ory B oard , pro gramme o f  
t 19 64 . 

Advent i s t s , Educ a t i onal 
a t  Kab iufa 
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the mi s s ion . 
dual 

The fami ly who had no p re ferenc e was the one wi th 
( se e  App endix F ) . 

There  were 18 d i fferent re l i gi ous  mi s s ion s  in Papua and 2 9  in 
New Guine a in 19 64 , so it is not s urp r i s ing that  the interviewed 
fami l ie s  inc luded adhe ren t s  t o  s ome le s s  conven t ional fai th s . More 

is the fac t that the Annual Rep o r t s  l i s t  ne i ther the 
Jehovah ' s  Wi tne s s e s  nor the Baha ' i  Fai th , e ach of whi ch was repre ­
s en ted by one fami ly . B o th o f  the s e  fami l i e s  t ook an ac t ive 
in the ac t iv i t i es  o f  the i r  par t i cul ar re l i gi on , one wi tne s s ing in 
ne i ghbouring v i l lage s and the o ther b e ing t reas urer for the group . 
The fami ly who s ai d  they h ad no r e l i gi on was a young c oup le wi th a 
sma l l  baby who were l o oking a f ter  an add i ti onal chi l d . Al l three 
fami l i e s  favoured s chool ing only for the i r  chi l dren for  
much the s ame rea s ons a s  tho se  general ly e xp r e s sed ; the  Baha ' i  
fami ly , howeve r ,  was the ir younge s t  chi ld to the Roman 
C a tho l i c  mi s s ion s chool  because i t  was nearer than the 
s choo l . 

P . A . R  1963 -4 : 2 64 - 5  and N . G . A . R .  19 63 -4 : 3 0 6 - 7 . 



Chap ter 10  

The findings d i s cus sed  in thi s  Bul le t in are based on gui de d 
inte rviews c onduct e d  wi th 1 1 1  ind i genous fami l ie s  l iving in s e l e c ted  
re s iden t i al areas  of  the  three main t owns . The  are a s  we re cho s en 
becau s e  they p rovided a c omp arative ly h i gh s t andard o f  l iving 
acconnnodat i on in an environmen t favour ab l e  to  s choo l attendanc e , 
the rat i onale be ing that the s e  areas  had the greate s t  p ot en t i a l  and 
the fewe s t  de terren t s  f or p roduc ing an e ducated ' se c ond generati on ' 
e l i te . The interv i ewe e s  were the p aren t s  and guardi ans o f  chi ldren 
a t tending the upp e r  s tandard s of p r imary s choo l .  

The fami l ie s  were  o f  one accord in cons ider ing s cho o l ing o f  very 
imp o r tanc e . The i r  chi ldren ' s  s choo l ing had brought s ome o f  

them from the v i l l age to  t own and o ther s  were  remaining i n  t own 
wi th s ome hard ship only b e c ause o f  the s choo l opp or tuni ti e s . The 
numbe r  of add i ti onal chi l dren be ing l ooked after  - o f ten wi th con­
s i derab l e  financ ial  s train - lent c re dence to  the imp or tance g iven 
s choo l ing , as did the e duca t i onal h i s t ory o f  the older  chi ldren . 
Fur th ermore , al though inadequate money was p robab ly the fami l i e s ' 
mo s t  univer s a l  p rob l em , a l l  but two fami l ie s  s aid they woul d  b e  
wi l l ing t o  p ay fees  for  the i r  chi ldren t o  at tend s chool  i f  i t  were 
nece s s ary . The imp or tance given s choo l ing was no t accorded to b oy s  
only : nea r ly a l l  o f  the fami l i e s  s ai d  they cons i de r e d  i t  as impor -
tant for l s  t o  go  t o  s choo l as for boys , even though no t a s  much 
s choo l ing was nec e s s ary for g i rl s . S choo l ing was v i ewed as b e i ng 
valuab l e  for  a woman in her trad i t i onal r o l e  o f  wi fe and mo ther  as  
we l l  as  in p rep ar ing her for p o s s ib le  emp loyment in a changing 
s o c i e ty . Mo s t  fami l i e s , however , a l so c ons i de red  tha t l e s s s choo l ­
ing was ne c e s s ary for g i rl s , and s ome r e s ervat i ons were  h e l d  about 
g i r l s  a t t ending s choo l _  beyond the age o f  pub e r ty . 

F ew fami l ie s  were s u f f i c i en t ly knowledgeab l e  about the s choo l  
sys t em and the e duc a t i onal requirement s  o f  var i ou s  o cc up a t i ons t o  
b e  spe c i fi c  i n  the i r  i de a s  abo u t  how much o r  what  s o r t  o f  s chool ing 
was de s irab l e . Al though they appe ared to h ave con s i de r ab le informa l 
c on tac t wi th teacher s  who were r e l ative s o r  c ame from the s ame area 
of ori gin , they gene ra l ly had very l i tt le a s s oc i at i on wi th the 
s chool  and a lmo s t no c on t ac t wi th the i r  chi ldren ' s  c l as s room teacher 
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They s imp ly wante d  the i r  chi l dren , par t ic u l ar ly the b oy s , to  have 
as  much s choo l ing as p o s s ib le . Al l had c on fi dence that  the p r e sent 
s choo l sys tem wou ld p rep are thei r  chi l dren for g ood j ob s  and a 
inc ome which in turn would ens ure a be t te r  s tandard o f  l iving . The 
le s s  educated fami l i e s  in p ar t icular p l ac ed gre at  fai th in the 
t e acher and the s choo l  t o  know what  was be s t . The average o f  the 
s p ec i fi c  re s p ons e s  was that b oy s  should a t tend s choo l unt i l  
we re 1 8  year s o f  age and / o r  had comp l e ted form I I  ( o r  the o l d  
s t andard IX) . The ave rage o f  respons e s  g iven for  s was 1 6  
year s o f  age and / or c omp le t i on o f  p r imary s chool ing . A few o f  the 
more s t i cated inte rviewee s indi c ated that d i ffe ren t leve l s  
were app r op r i at e  for  chi ldren o f  d i ffe rent ab i l i ty . 

On the who l e  the fami l ie s , s e t t l ed in a t own environment ,  
d i d  not acknowledge any maj o r  p r ob l ems in s ending the i r  chi l dren t o  
s choo l . Al though s chool ing was free , insu f f i c i ent mone y for 
c lo thing , p roper food and mi s ce l l aneous s choo l cos t s  for the ir  chi l d ­
ren was the mo s t  c ommon p r ob l em c i ted . S everal fami l ie s  we re c once rned 
tha t  the re we re no t s u f f ic ient  p l ace s  in s chool t o  accommodate chi ldren 
who were too o l d  t o  at tend the l ower s tanda rd s . A few fami l ie s  re ­
vea l ed d i f ficul ty in ge t t ing thei r  chi l dren t o  at tend s choo l 
o r  s ome o ther b ehav iour p rob l em .  C oncern about t r a f f i c  on the road 
to  the s choo l t roub led  s ome p arents wi th young chi l dren . 

General ly , the fami l ie s  a sp i re d  t o  we l l  emp for the i r  
boys wh i ch would ens ure a be t te r  way o f  l i fe - l ike tha t o f  the 

Wi th few e xcep tions the o c cupa t iona l wer e  
r ea l i s t i c  fo r the e conomic , p o l i t ical  and s o c i a l  s truc ture o f  the 
coun try but were o f ten made  wi thout any real  c omp r ehens i on o f  the 
ab i l i  , training or app l i ca t i on nec e s s ary for the p ar t icul ar 
cho i ce s . The fami l i e s  made a to ta l  of 2 6  occup a tional cho i c e s  for  
boys , of  whi ch 5 - in order  teache r , c l erk , d oc t or , c arp enter  and 
me chanic  - c ons t i tuted  7 3  p e r  cent o f  the choi c e s  made . The s e le c ted 
boys ' choi c e s  c o rre sponded  c l o s e l y  wi th tho s e  o f  the fami l i e s  e xcep t 
that  technical  j ob s  we re cho s en by a h i ghe r percen tage o f  the b oy s , 
who s e  mo s t  f requent cho i c e s  we re carpente r , mechanic  and te ache r . 

two fami l i e s  e xp r e s s e d  d i s app roval o f  gi r l s  working . The 
fami l ie s  named 17 oc cup a t ions whi ch they though t  app r op r i ate for 

, of whi ch nur s e , teacher and c le rk , in order , c ons t i t uted 7 3  
p e r  c ent . The g i r l s ' own cho i c e s  inc luded only nine occup a t i ons , 
and again teache r , nurs e  and c le rk c ons t i tuted a h i gh p ropor t i on 
( 7 8 p e r  o f  cho i ce s . 

More than ha l f  o f  the fami l ie s  that  the i r  ch i ldren 
at tend gove rnmen t  s choo l s . The r e a s ons  mos t  
were that g overnment s choo l s  t augh t  i n  Eng l i sh o r  taugh t 
b e t te r , b rough t chi ldren to  a h i gher s tandard , p rovi de d  more p rac -
t ic al and had b e t te r  teache r s  and a be t te r  me thod . 
I t  was be l ieved that  p e op l e who had been to  government s choo l s  had 
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a be t te r  c ommand o f  and gdt be t ter j ob s . Nearly one -quar ter  
of  the  fami lie s wanted the i r  chi ldren to  go firs t to  a mi s s i on s choo l 
fol lowed by a government s choo l because they wan ted them f i r s t to 
h ave a re l i gious educ a t i on and / or to  learn the i r  own l anguage wi th 
an introduc t ion to Eng l i sh p r ior t o  under taking ins truc t ion 
in Eng l i sh . The few fami l i e s  who p re fe rred t o  s end the ir chi l dren 
only to  mi s s i on s choo l s  cons idered thi s  the thing for them as  
member s  of  the par ticular mi s s ion . 

I nhe rent in vir tual a l l  o f  the reas oning given for exp r e s sed  
- whe ther s tated or  no t ... was not a de s i re 

for s chool  but a de s ire for s choo l ing which would 
ens ure fac i l i  in Engl i sh . was c on s i dered the key to  
s uc ce s s  in the more s t ic at e d  s oc i e ty whi ch was  deve l op ing in 
the towns . The extent t o  wh ich Eng l i sh had been a t  s choo l 
was the fac tor  on whi ch the mo s t  
own educat i on . Thos e  mi s s i ons  which had 

ly eva luated more favourab ly , and the few inte rviewe e s  who 
had a t tended scho o l s  o f ten s upp o r te d  thei r  s at i s fac t i on 
wi th the i r  s choo l ing by s aying that i t  had them to  l e arn to  
read and wr i te i sh .  One o f  the main re a s on s  for  the 

s choo l s  was tha t  they in Eng l i sh or 
be t te r . Likewi s e  t e acher s  were  p re ferred 

te acher s be cau s e  they used Eng l i sh all  the t ime and 
c orre c whi l e  s ome ind i genous teacher s  had a l imi ted 

of Eng l i sh and t ended to make e xp l anat i ons t o  the chi ldren 
in the ir own F o r  examp le , one te acher  was s ending h i s  
o l de s t  chi l d  t o  an 1 A 1  s ch o o l  s o  that  he would sp eak Eng l i sh a l l  
the t ime a s  s h  was rare ly u s e d  i n  the p a t  the ' T ' 
s choo l s  even though i t  was spoken a l l  the t ime in the c l as s r oom .  

The value o f  a good knowl edge o f  Eng l i sh t o  ob tain and keep 
emp l oyment wa s ful ly re a l ize d . S ome of the men a t tr ibu te d  the i r  
hold ing o f  more h i ghly p a i d  p o s i t ions to  the f a c t  that  they sp oke 
Engl i sh we l l  and were  ab le  to und e r s tand b o th ora l and wr i tten 
ins truct i ons . ' When they fini sh s choo l  and ge t a j ob they u s e  
a l l  the t ime Engl i sh '  reas oned one when aske d  wha t  u s e ful  
things the  chi l dren wer e  le arning at  s choo l .  

A l ar ge number o f  the fami l ie s  who were  ab l e  to  s p e ak even a 
l imi ted  amount o f  Eng l i sh s ai d  they u s e d , or t r i ed t o  use , s ome 
Engl i sh in the home wi th the i r  chi ldren . Y e t  the emphas i s  on 
Eng l i sh was no t wi thout i ts contrad i c t i ons . On the one hand a 

mi s s i on p as t o r  sp oke h i s v i l l age l anguage , Mo tu , and Engl i sh 
every day s o  the chi ldren woul d  no t l o s e  the i r  own l anguage s ,  whi le 
on the o the r , a teacher who had h ims e l f  d i f f icul ty 
in learning Eng l i sh u s e d  i t  e xc lus ive ly wi th hi s chi l dren . The 
p ragmat i sm o f  the exa l t ed s tatus o f  Eng l i sh in the urban 
s i tua t i on c an be s ummed up in the c omment o f  one fami ly : 1 
Engl i sh � tha t i s  wha t  everyone i s  trying t o  d o  now . 1 



My name i s  

Append ix A :  

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
NEW GUINEA RESEARCH UNIT 

The name of my s choo l i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I am i n  s tandard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .  

The date  t oday i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

I am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  years o ld . I am a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( b oy o r  

I n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t l ive 
house or s tree t name i s  

The name o f  my fathe r  ( or man who looks a f ter me ) i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

H i s  work i s  

H e  works f o r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

The name o f  my mo ther ( o r  woman who l ooks a f t e r  me) i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Her work i s  

My home v i l lage i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

The sub - d i s t r i c t  o f  home v i l lage i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I be l ong t o  the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . • .  Mi s s ion 

When I l eave s choo l I wou ld l ike t o  be a :  

1 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Please  l is t  one , two or three 

2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . k ind s o f  work . You may answer 

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1  d o n ' t know" . 

How do you spe nd you r t ime dur i ng s choo l hol iday s ? 

Wha t d n  you  do in your spare t ime during t he s c hoo l te1 m? 

Have you any o lder  b ro ther s ?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . .  I f  you do plea s e  f i l l  i n :  

Have you a n y  o lder  s i s te r s ? I f  you do please  f i l l  i n :  
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Appendix B :  

PRIMARY FAMILY COMPOS IT ION 

Interviewee ( s ) : Addres s :  Interv i ewer :  

For members not 
Name .-l Re l a t i onship B i r thplace Occupa t ion tU a:i Date o f  Sub - di s tr i c t  l iv ing a t  home , 

:x: .w ::l t o  parent or ( Sub- and !Income 
Q) -.-! .w b ir th ( a l l eg iance) state wher e  

( *s e le c t ed Cll H c1j guard ian d i s tr i c t )  emp l oy e r  
C\j .w l iv ing and why 

c h i l d )  ::E: Cl) 

Addi t iona l per s ons l iv i ng with p r imary fami l y  group : 

N o :  

Date :  

./ Wh e t he r  
>.. H 

.-l 0 
.w � a:i >.. ..c: 

a:i � '"' c  
M >.. tU 0 

>.. •.-! .-l c Cl) •.-! •.-! 
.-l c ..c: '"' 0 l-l .-l Cl) 
..!oG .w .w Q) -.-! Q) •.-! 1.-l 
Q) H c ..c: � P. 

:x: !> 
Q) 0 0 .w :::l ·.-! 

::: lJ:.; ::E: 0 ·r;x: I < O  



Appendix C :  

No :  

Date : Interv i ewe r : Interpre ter : 

S e l e c ted chi l d : Length o f  interview : 

Name s o f  paren t s / guardians interviewe d : 

Add re s s : 

P l ace o f  inte rview :  

L anguage o f  interview : 

Interview s i tuation : 

I f  interviewee i s  not head o f  househo l d , g ive name o f  head and re l at ion to 
interviewee : 

S o c i a l  compos i t i on o f  dwe l l ing : 

Number o f  persons l iving in dwe l l ing on d ay o f  interview : 

1 .  I would  l i ke you p lease  to te l l  me some thing ab out your fami ly - how many you are , 
wha t  you are doing ,, whe re you come from , and s o  forth ? ( check Pr imary Fa mi ly 
C ompos i t i on form) 

2 .  What is the name o f  your home vi l l age ? 

I s  i t  near a main c ent re ? 

When did  you l e ave your v i l l age ? 

Whe re have you l ived s ince then?  

When d i d  you  c ome t o  

W e r e  y o u  married when y o u  c ame ? 

Wha t  about your wi fe ?  

? 

I s  that near your husband ' s  v i l l age ? 

When d id you l e ave your vi l l age ? 

Whe re h ave you l ived s ince then?  

Whe n  d i d  you  come t o  ? 

When were you married ? 

what i s  your home v i l l age ? 

Were you marr ied be f ore  y ou left  your v i l l age  for t he f i rst  t ime ? 
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D id you work b e fore you were married ? 

Do you work now?  

N o : 

3 .  P le as e  te l l  me now about your educa t i on ( where , type , s tandard c omp le ted) . 

What l anguage ( s )  d id the teacher s  t e ach in?  

Do you read in some l anguage ? 

Do you wr i te in s ome l anguage ? 

89  

H ow d o  you fee l about your own educ a t i on ?  H a s  i t  helpe d  you ? And i n  what ways 
has i t  not been as good as i t  mi gh t  have b een?  

Are you taking any sort  of  training or c la s s e s  now ( d e t ai l s ) ? 

H ave you t aken any previou s l y  s ince leaving schoo l ? 

Techni c a l ? Educ a t i ona l ?  S t andard re ached ? 

H ow d oe s  i t  ( d o  they) he lp you in your j ob ?  In o ther way s ?  

What about your wi fe ? whe re d i d  you go to schoo l , or d i dn ' t you 

go?  

Wha t  s t andard d i d  you reach ? 

What l anguage ( s ) d id the teacher s  t e ach in?  

How do you fee l  about your own educ a t ion ?  Has  it  helped you? 

H ave you had any fur the r training or e duc a t ion s ince l e aving s choo l ? 

None at a l l  7 

( P )  Wha t  about instruct ion in hea l th , language c l a s se s , homemaking ? 

D o  you read ? Do you wri te ?  
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No : 

L anguage • no t b e ing ab l e  to unders t and o ther peop le p roper l y  - i s  one o f  the 
b i gges t  prob l ems in  P apua-New Guinea .  I ' m mos t  interes te d  t o  know: 

H ow many l anguage s c an you spe ak ?  ( l i s t )  

( wi fe)  H ow many l anguage s c an you speak ?  ( l i s t )  

O f  these , which do you u s e  a t  h ome , j us t  wi th your own fami l y ?  

( husband wi th wi fe)  

( father wi th chi ld ren) 

(mother w i th ch i l dren) 

( chi l dren wi th each o ther )  

( ch i l d ren wi th o ther chi l dren) 

4 .  Now t e l l  me about your chi ldren ' s  educa t i on , ( F i l l  in Educ a t i on o f  Chi ld ren form) 

( Re addi t i onal chi l d ren) 

H ow l ong has been l iv ing wi th you? 

Why doe s he/ she l ive here ? 

Does  i t  make any d i f fe rence to you having ��--�------� l iving i n  your home ? 

H ave you ever had othe r chi ldren l iuing wi th you so they c ould  go to s choo l ?  
( I nc l ude , leng th o f  s t ay ,  reasons for c oming to s t ay and reason s  for 

5 ,  D o  y ou h ave any p rob l ems in  s end ing your chi ld ren t o  s chool ?  

D o  your chi ld ren go to s choo l wi l l ing ly , o r  d o  you have troub l e  g e t t ing them t o  go 
t o  s choo l ?  A l l  of them? 

Does  i t  c o s t  you more t o  s end a chi l d  to s choo l than i f  he d id no t go ? 
( i f  Do you have any idea o f  how much ? 



N o :  

Would  you be  wi l l ing t o  p ay a f e e  t o  h ave your chi l d ( r en )  go  to schoo l ?  

6 .  H ow many o f  the chi ld r en who l iv e  in���������- go t o  s choo l ?  

A l l o r  only s ome o f  them? 

How do b oy s  who d o  not go to s choo l spend thei r  t ime ? 

And h ow do g i r l s  who do not go t o  school spend the i r  t ime ?  

I think that you and I agree that a l l chi ld ren should go to schoo l  - tha t  i s  
r i gh t ?  

9 1  

But do  you think i t  i s  as imp o r t an t  for g ir l s  t o  go t o  school a s  i t  i s  for boy s ? 
And why ?  

Are mal e  o r  femal e  t e acher s  b e t t e r  for smal l chi l dren? 

for o l d e r  chi l dren?  

Are nat ive or E ur opean t e ache r s  b e t ter  for sma l l  chi ldren?  

for o l d e r  chi ldren ? 

A t  wha t  age d o  you think boys should l e ave schoo l ?  

A t  wha t  age d o  you think gir l s  shou l d  l e ave s chool ?  

A t  any particul ar s t andard ? B oy s : 

Gir l s : 

Wh y ?  

Why ? 

Why ? 

Why ? 

Who should decide  wha t  a chi l d  wi l l  d o  when he/ she l e av e s  s chool ?  

( P )  Yours el f ,  your wi fe , the t e ache r , the p a s tor , the chi l d , c omb inati on ? 

D o  y ou think g i r l s  should go t o  work? 
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No : 

What sort  o f  things wou l d  you l ike your chi l d ren t o  do when they l e av e  schoo l ? 

Boys 

H ow much educ a t i on wi l l  they need for thi s ? 

H ave you aske d  

D o  y o u  think thi s wi l l  b e  p o s s ib le for him/he r ? 

Wha t  us e fu l  thi ng s  are your chi ldren l e arning at schoo l ?  

What e l se should they b e  t augh t ?  

(Note d egree t o  whi ch interviewee seems t o  h ave thought about the s e  que s t i ons 
b e forehand ) 

a good deal  
a fair  amount 
s c ar c e ly at al l 
probab l y  not a t  al l  

7 .  Who shoul d  t e ach chi l dren how t o  b ehave prop e r l y ?  

D o  t e ache r s  h e l p  in thi s ?  

8 .  Wha t  re l i gi on are you? 

And you wi fe ? 

D o  you a t t end church s e rv i c e s ? 

a l ot 
a good deal  
no t much 
v e ry l i t t le 
not at a l l  

And chi ldren? 

How o ft en ?  

Does  your mi s s i on h ave a s chool near he re ? 
the neare s t ? )  

( I f yes , where ? i f  n o  wher e  i s  

Would you rather your chi ldren s t ar t e d  s chool in  a mi s s i on o r  Adminis t r at i on 
s choo l ? Why? 
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No : 

When a chi l d  get s  o l d e r , would you r a ther he went t o  a mis si on or an Admini s tra­
t i on s ch oo l ? 

D o  you think the mi s s i ons or the Admini s tr at i on r un s ch oo l s  b e t t er ?  Why ? 

I f  you h ad some worry about your chi ld at schoo l , who would  you talk t o  about i t ? 

9 .  (Treat  two years as  

D o  you know ��----�--��-- ' s t e ache r ? 

H ow we l l ?  t alk t o  a s  a friend ) 
greet when you mee t )  

( t o  recogn i ze when you s e e )  
(no t  a t  al l )  

When d i d  you l as t  h av e  a t alk wi th 

Thi s  year ? L a s t  year ? 

D o  you rememb e r  where  you had thi s talk , and what i t  was a l l  ab out ? 

H ow many other s choo l t e acher s d o  
chi l dren , j us t  t e ache r s  gene r a l ly 

H ow wel l  do you know them? 

nec e s s ar i ly t e achers  of your 

Has a sch oo l t e acher eve r  c ome t o  v i s i t  you here a t  home ? 

I f  ye s , do you r emember why he c ame ? 

And when ? 

When d i d  you l a s t  go to the s choo l ? Why d id you go ? 

Wha t  even t s  at the s chool do you go t o ?  H ow o f ten do you go ? 

H ave you ever d one any work for the s choo l ? 

1 0 .  H ave you thought about the s e  th ings b e for e ? ( the i r  own e s t imat ion)  
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No: 

? ( name occ up a ti on and why 

? ( name occup a t i on and why 

Wha t  mee t ings d o  you go t o , wha t  c lub s d o  you b e l ong t o ?  

H ave you s een the s e  p e op l e  a t  mee tings ? 
(Which , h ow o f t en , the i r  

D o  many t e ache r s  b e l ong t o  thes e  c lubs a s s o c i a t i on s , e tc . ?  

Wha t  s or t  o f  a p a r t  d o  they p l ay in  them ?  

12 . D o  y o u  h av e  a r ad i o  i n  your h ouse  

Wha t  p rogramme s  d o  you l ike to  t o ? 

D o  you r e ad any newspaper s  r egularly or s ome t ime s ? Which one s ? 

13 . D i d  you vote  i n  the e lec t i ons the H ous e o f  As s emb ly ?  And your wi fe ? 

Who are your memb e r s  in the Hous e o f  As s embl y ? 

14 . Wha t  i deas  about educ at i on h av e  I h av e  n o t  asked y o u  abou t ? 



\0 
l.n 

Interviewee ( s ) : 

Name 
� ( *se lected Q) 

c h i ld) tr.l 

.. 

L.... 

Add i t i onal  c h ildren 

Q) S tandard in 
bD s chool <: 

Append ix D :  

EDUCATION O F  C HILDREN No:  

Addre s s :  Intervi ewe r : Dat e :  

Previous Rea sons for 
Chi ldren who h ave l e f t s chool 

Sub s equent S choo l  Age Reasons for  
s chool s  change Occupat ion �raining/educat ion then leav ing 



Append ix E : 

T own o f  Husband 1 s W i fe 1 s l i s ted b y  

L ae Abau Rigo husb and 1 s r e l a t ive Abau 

P or t  More sby Beara* Rigo* husband ' s  chi ld B e ar a  

Gasmat a* Rigo* wi fe ' s  chi l d  R i go 

Por t Mor esby R i go c oup l e ' s  chi ld R i go 

Port  Moresby R i go c oup le ' s  chi l d  R i go 

Losuia* R igo* wi fe ' s re l at ive Rigo 

Tufi * Rigo* husband ' s  r e l at ive Tufi  
chi l d )  

D aru* Rigo * husb an d ' s  r e l at ive D aru 
( ad op ted  chi l d )  

S amarai * R i go* w i fe ' s r e l a tive R igo 
( ad op ted chi ld )  

S amarai*  Kai ruku* husb and ' s  re l at ive S amara i  

S amarai * D aru* c oup le ' s chi l d  D aru 

Kuki p i *  D aru* c oup le ' s chi l d  Kukip i 

R i go *  Goroka* unre l ated  - from Goroka 
w i fe ' s  area  

R i go Abau w:l. fe ' s r e l at ive Abau 

Rab aul Ambun t i *  Namat anai * c oup l e ' s chi l d  Namat anai  

F i n s chhafen* Madang* coup l e ' s  chi ld Finschhafen 

D aru* Kairuku* husband 1 s chi l d  D aru 

Kav i eng* Kokopo* wi fe ' s r e l at ive Kokop o 

R i go Port  More sby husband ' s  r e l at ive Rigo 

* Al s o  d i f ferent d i s tric t s , 
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Append ix F :  

Husband ' s  
re l ig ion 

P . E .  
R . C . 
R . C .  
Ang . 
P . E .  
P . E .  
R . C .  
Me th . 
S . D . A .  

* Guard i an chi l d  

Forme r  r e l igion o f  
husband 

R . C .  
R . C .  
Meth . 
Me th . 
Ang . 
Ang . 
P . E .  
S . D . A .  
P . E .  

Wife ' s  Chi ldren ' s  
r e l ig ion r e l ig ion 

R . C .  R . C .  
Me th . R . C .  
P . E .  P . E .  & R . C . 
R . C .  Ang . & R . C .  
R . C .  R . C . & P . E .  * 
Luth . P . E .  & Luth . * 
P . E .  P . E .  & J .W .  
P . E .  Me th . &  P . E .  * 
P . E .  S . D . A .  

Forme r  r e l igion of  
wife 

Former re l igion of  
husband and wife  

P . E .  
P . E .  
P . E .  
Me th . 

I n  the home vi l l age 

R . C .  
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P . E .  
P . E .  
R . C .  
R . C .  
P . E .  
Luth . 
S . D . A .  
P . E .  
R . C .  

Pre sent r e l ig ion o f  
husband and wife  

S . D . A .  
J . W .  
N i l  
Baha ' i  

I n  the t own 

S . D . A .  

Fami ly 
c l as s if i ca t i on 

R . C .  
R . C .  
R . C .  
R . C .  
R . C .  
P . E .  
P . E .  
Meth . 
S . D . A .  

Re l ig ion o f  

R . C .  
R . C .  
Meth . 
Meth . 
Ang . 
Ang . 
S . D . A . 
S . D . A .  
P . E .  



Appendi x  G :  

Tot a l  No f orma l  Le s s  than S tand ard s Beyond 
numb e r  educat ion s t andard I I I  I I I -VI s t and ard VI 

Spe c ia l i zed 

C o - op inspector 1 
E l e c t r i c ians 2 
Pa s tors  2 
Rad i o  announc e r  1 1 
Teache r s  8 7 
Techni c ians 6 5 

S k i l led and semi - sk i l led 

But cher 1 1 
Carpente r s  2 2  7 1 1  3 
C lerks  1 9  1 4  5 
Cont ractor  1 
Crane opera t o r s  2 2 
D r iver s  6 2 2 2 
Line sman 1 1 
Ma laria  con t r o l  man 1 
Me chan i c  1 
Med i c a l  ord e r l y  1 
Pa int e r s  3 2 1 
Plumb e r s  2 1 1 
Pol icemen 1 2  5 5 2 
Pr in ters  2 1 1 
Sawbenchman 1 
Shoe repa irer  1 
Skippe r 1 

Unsk i l led 

Cargo carrier  1 
C leane r  1 
Drum ro l le r  1 
Ground skeeper 1 1 
S t oremen 2 2 

S e l f - emp l oyed 

Bus owner 1 
Contrac t or 1 
Gold miner 1 
Wood carver s  3 3 

Unempl oyed 2 
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B e tt i s on ,  D . G , 1 9 64 . C ount o f  the o f  Port  
More and Environs , 1 9 6 1  

Brown , P aul a , and Wine fi e l d , Gi l l ian ,  1 9 6 5 . 
Mea sure s App l ied  to  Chimbu C ensus  and 
Vo l . 35 , No 3 ,  pp . 1 7 5 - 9 0 . 

Bureau o f  S t a t i s t ic s , 19 63 . S upp 
Admini s trative D i s tric t s  
3 0 th June , 1 9 6 1 , Konedobu 

C ommonwe al th of Aus tr a l i a  ( annual 

Informat i on 
at  

F ink , Ruth , n . d . The Nat ive Te acher in Nat ive Educat i on .  

F re r i ch s , A C o l umb us . 

H a s luck , P . , 1 9 5 6 .  
Judah 

Lewi s , F . G . , n . d .  Me thodi s t  Ove r s e a s  Mi s s i on New Guinea D i s tr i c t -
The F i r s t S 

Marsh , D . R . M . , 1 9 64 . 
New Guinea , ����,--���� ......... ������������­

T e chnical  P ap e r  

0 ram , N • D • , 19  
.-.-�..;;;..;;..-- ' Vol . 14 ,  No . 4 ,  

P ius  XI , 1 9 2 9 . 

Ryan , 

o f  and New Guine a , 19 60 
Wedgwood Memorial  Le c ture and S eminar 
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Me lb ourne . 

in P o r t  More 
T echni cal  

The S e c ond C ami l l a 
Por t 

and 



Bul le t in No . 1 

Bul le t in No . 2 

B ul l e t in No . 3 

Bul l e t in No . 4 

Bul le t in No . 5 

B u l l e t in No . 6 

Bul le tin No . 7 

Bul le t in No . 8 

Bul l e t in No . 9 

Bul l e t in No . 10 

Bul l e t in No . 1 1 

The Erap Me chanical  Farming P r o j e c t  by 
R . G .  C rocombe and G . R .  Hogbin , Apr i l 19 63 . 

Land , Work and P roduc t iv i ty a t  Inonda by 
R . G .  C r o c ombe and G . R .  Hogb in , Augu s t  1 9 63 . 

S oc i al Ac counts  o f  the Mone t ary S e c tor  o f  the 
Terri tory of Papua and New Guinea , 1 9 5 6/ 5 7  t o  
1 9 60 / 6 1  by R . C . Whi t e , J anuary 19 64 . 

C onnnunal  C ash C ropp ing Among the O r okaiva by 
R . G .  C roc ombe , May 19 64 . 

A S urvey o f  Ind i genous Rubber  P roducer s in the 
Kerema Bay Area by G . R .  Hogb in , O c t ober 1 9 64 . 

The Europ e an Land S e t t l emen t  S cheme a t  Pop onde t t a  
by D . R .  Howle t t , Ap r i l  19 65 . 

The M ' buke C o -operative P l anta t i on by R . G . C r o c ombe ,  
Augus t  1 9 6 5 . 

C at t l e , C o f fee and Land Among the Wain by 
Graham J ackson , Decembe r  19 65 . 

An Inte grated Approach t o  Nutr i ti on and S o c i e  
The C a s e  o f  the Chimbu , ed . E .  H ip s ley , January 
1 9 6 6 . 

The S i l anga Re s e t t lement P ro j e c t  by O l ga van 
Rij swi j ck ,  February 1 9 6 6 . 

Land Tenure and Land Use  Among the Mount 
Laming ton O r okaiva by Max Rimo l d i , Ap r i l  1 9 6 6 . 

The above are avai lab l e  at  a c o s t  o f  $ 1 . 00 each from the P ub l i c a ­
t i ons D ep ar tment , Aus tral ian Nat i ona l Unive r s i ty , P . O .  Box 4 , . 
C anberra , A . C . T . , Aus tra l i a . 

An annua l  p ayment o f  $ 3 . 00 ent i t l e s  the s ub s c r iber to  al l bul le t ins 
i s s ue d  in the year . 




