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Abstract

This thesis examines the life and times of D'Arcy Wentworth. Born in
1762 in Portadown, Ireland, he attended a local school, trained as a doctor
in Tanderagee and moved to England in 1785 to further his medical studies.
while in London, Wentworth appeared at the Old Bailey charged with highway
robbery. Although acquitted, he saw no future by remaining in England. With
the help of his family and friends, he secured a berth on the Aepfune in
1790 and salled for the penal colony of New South Wales.

For Wentworth, this land of exiles was to become a land of
opportunity, but the road was not easy. He encountered the prejudice,
factionalism and petty-mindedness of a small and insular community. At
times it seemed as if he would succumb to despondency, or bow to the
caprices of his fellow colonists. On a number of occasions he threatened to
return home. Yet he remained in the colony and, with quiet determination,
set about making good.

wentworth stands out as one of the few officers who served almost
continuously from the time of Governor Phillip, through the troubled
administrations of Hunter, King and Bligh, to those of Macquarie and
Brisbane. During the years from 1790 to 1827 he weathered financial
setbacks, personal attacks and political intrigue. With time he managed to
redeem his name, win the respect and admiration of many colonists, and
acquire vast estates. He also made a significant contribution to the‘
economic growth and development of the seftlement, assisting in its
transition from a prison to a self-sufficient and relatively prosperous
colony which enjoyed a measure of freedom.




vi

In this biographical study | have endeavoured to examine Wentworth's
character and actions in the context of the people and the events that
surrounded him in an attempt to explain what he thought and did, and why he
was as he was.
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Introduction

In December 1789 D'Arcy Wentworth, a young Irish doctor of good
family, was acquitted of a charge of highway robbery. He walked from the
Old Batley legally free, but with a tarnished reputation. In England his
future held little promise, so he set out to redeem his name and to rebuild
his career in the penal colony of New South Wales. This thesis is primarily
concerned with describing and explaining his antipodean experiences.

| have endeavoured to locate Wentworth within his historical
setting. This thesis analyses the interaction between the man and his
society, and examines the interplay between the social, economic and
political forces operating in the colony and Wentworth's response to them.
| have attempted to show how these forces shaped his experiences and
perceptions of colonial life and how he in turn adjusted to them.

In seeking to account for his behaviour, the thesis focuses on his
public and private conduct. In particular, it explores the nature of his
relationships with people from all ranks in society, bond and free, ally and
foe. When D'Arcy Wentworth arrived in New South wales, unannounced and
with his reputation under a cloud, he became part of the experiment to
found a penal colony. He mixed with people from diverse backgrounds and
with differing aspirations. Together, they experienced confusion,
frustration and insecurity in an unfamiliar environment. The thesis aims
to establish how Wentworth adapted to his new surroundings and to
explain why he chose certaln»courses of action. It lTooks at the pressures
that society placed on him to conform and attempts to show the degree to
which he altered his behaviour to meet society's expectations and to
please his friends and superiors.



In addressing such questions, the thesis seeks to identify the
motives underlying his behaviour and to find some coherence and
consistency in his conduct. The ambiguity of his status and the heightened
consciousness of soctal standing within the embryonic colonial society
makes the study of Wentworth's life interesting in itself and valuable as a
microcosm of what lay beyond it.

The thesis also examines his relationship with those in authority.
Given the uncertainty of his status, Wentworth's relationship with the
governors was vitally important. For him, the governor could become a
patron, able to confer the social recognition and influence he craved. He
also looked to the governor to provide him with land, civil appointments
and trading privileges that would bring financial gain. He cooperated
cheerfully when a governor's actions accorded with his designs, but
became uneasy and disgruntled if a governor thwarted his ambitions. In
situations of conflict, Wentworth demonstrated his priorities. He clearly
showed the degree to which he was prepared to sacrifice his own wishes
to court a governor, as well as the degree to which he was prepared to be
defiant.

Although this study is primarily a case study of Wentworth's
adaptation to colonfal life, 1t goes beyond one man's experiences in New
South wales. Because of his many duties in the colony and his ambiguous
social status, Wentworth serves as a means of probing the values and
attitudes held by his fellow colonists. His status in the colony - neither
bond nor free - sharpened his relationship with others. In analysing
people's reactions to him, this study sheds light not only on how others
perceived Wentworth but on their own prejudices and their struggles to
come to terms with colonial life. My thesis offers an insight into the



tensions and pressures felt by a range of colonists and helps to identify
the qualities they needed to succeed.

Where the evidence is patchy, the task of describing, as well as of
explaining, Wentworth's life is difficult. Documentation for his years to
the age of 28, which included his voyage to New South Wales on the
Neptung 1s threadbare. In addition, Wentworth deliberately kept his
domestic 1ife private. Thus, his 1ife as a husband, lover and father to a
significant degree is closed to historians. Moreover, he was less a man of
ideas than a practical man of action. His correspondence consists mainly
of business transactions, or requests for indulgences or favours. Despite
the gaps, sufficient evidence remains to discern certain patterns in his
conduct.

wentworth figures as a minor actor in most accounts that deal with
the perfod 1788 - 1828 in the history of New South wales. He assumes
greater prominence in articles or books concerned with specific projects
or events with which he was directly involved, such as the building of
Sydney's General Hospital or the founding of the Bank of New South Wwales.
Despite his contribution to colonial life, Wentworth has been the subject
of only one major study, an M.A. thesis by H.P.Barker whose work outlined
Wentworth's progress in New South Wales. There is no substantial
published book on Wentworth, nor has any major reseach been attempted
that seeks to explain his behaviour within the context of colontal life.!

I K.G.Allars, 'George Crossley - An Unusual Attorney’, JRAHS, vol. 44, pt. 5, 1958, pp.
261-300; H.P.Baker, 'D'Arcy Wentworth', MA thesis, University of New England, 1971;
M.HEllis, 'Governor Macquarie and the "Rum” Hospital', JRAHS, vol.32, pt.5, 1946,
pp.273-293; DE Fifer, 'William Charles Wentworth in Colonial Politics to 1843', MA
Thesis, University of Sydney, 1984; D.EFifer, 'Man of Two Worlds: The Early Career of
VWilliam Charles Wentworth', JRAHS, vol. 70, pt.3, December 1984, pp. 140-70;
C.AlListon, 'William Charles Wentworth - The Formative Years 1810-1824' JRAHS,

vol. 62, pt. 1, June 1976, pp. 20-34; ] McMahon, Fragments of the Early History of



Wentworth's failure to engage historians' attention may, in part, be
due to the incompletness of the evidence. | have used a wide range of
primary sources, including private and official papers, to gain an
appreciation of wWentworth's 1ife and times. The Wentworth Family Papers
form the basis of the research and in many ways imposed the structure of
the thesis.

Although Wentworth's correspondence tends to be spasmodic and
businesslike, there are times when he reveals personal feelings. He wrote
to his patron, friends and acquaintances during times of personal crisis
when he felt insecure, threatened and in need of support. This study's main
concern addresses Wentworth's struggle to survive and to succeed in the
infant penal colony of New South Wales. It examines his strengths and
weaknesses, and seeks to appreciate his contribution to colonial life and
to Australian history.

To a marked extent, this work is a biographical study and adopts a
chronological approach. It begins with his birth in 1762 and chtldhood in
Ireland, and follows his troubled days as a young man in London, his
journey to New South Wales in 1790 and his endeavours to establish
himself in the colony.

Australia 1788 to 1812 Melbourne, 1913; AC.V. Melbourne, ¥illiam Charies
VWentworth, Brishane, 1934; VR.De V.Voss, The Weatworth-Fitzwilliam Microfilm',

JRAHS., vol. 47, pt.3, July 1961, pp.187-94,
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Chapter |
Early Years 1762 - 1790

In January 1824 Wwilliam Wentworth and his wife Elizabeth wrote
from Ireland to William's brother, D'Arcy{ who was then a resident of New
South Wales, expressing their fondest wish to have him come home. Thirty
nine years earlier D'Arcy had left the Irish town of Portadown on the River
Bann to seek his fortune overseas. This long separation had not
extinguished his family's affection for him and william chided his brother:
‘| still have hopes to see you once more among us agreeable to your
promise.”  Elizabeth reminded D'Arcy of the local tradition which
prophesied that those who have drunk from the waters of the Bann, and are
parted, always return. For D'Arcy, the river had lost its hold and a new
country claimed his allegtance. Time, distance and personal achievement in
his adopted land of New South Wales had broken Ireland's speil.!

D'Arcy's namesake, his great, great grandfather, was born in 1640, the
younger son of Michael Wentworth Esq. of Mattersey Hall Yorkshire. He
belonged to the esteemed Elmsal branch of the Wentworth family. Originally
he went to Ireland as steward to the Earl of Roscommon and served as a
captain in the County Meath Militia. In 1692 he obtained the lease on 2
property called Fyanstown in county Meath. This lease, which ran for the
period of his life, also contained a clause of perpetual renewal. His
grandson, Robert, must have experienced financial difficulties because the
lease on the property was mortaged in 1730; the mortage foreclosed and the
lands eventually sold in 17422 Robert's eldest son, D'Arcy, moved to

I w.Wentworth to D.Wentworth, 15 January 1824, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, ff. 618-620.
2 Entry under Wentworth in Registered Pedigrees vol. XX11, Ulster Office, Genealogical




Portadown where he married Martha Dixon, raised his family and established
himself as an innkeeper. He became recognized in the local community as a
fine old gentleman and his friends regarded his family's social standing as
“above the common ground.” His eldest son, william, was born some time
between 1747 and 1752. As a young man he enlisted in the Dragoon Guards
and served as a sergeant in Holland. He distinguished himself in action and
was rewarded with a commission.3 D'Arcy, born on 14 February 1762, was
one of eight children and the youngest of four sons.4

He grew to maturity in Portadown, a small town located in county
Armagh in the province of Ulster in the north of Ireland. This town derived
its name from the ancient word 'Port-ne-doon’ or ‘the port of the fortified
eminence.’ An ancient castle once stood on this strategic ground
commanding the pass to the River Bann, but nature had rectaimed the site
and by D'Arcy’s time little evidence of the fortress remained. Between 1700
and 1780 the linen industry in this province developed rapidly, giving rise to
a network of flourishing trading towns. Portadown, in particular, prospered
with the growth of this industry and emerged as a small but busy market
town. The surrounding country with its gently undulating hills and dales, its
fertile sofl, described by a contemporary writer as "warm and tilly", and its
favourable climate, created an ideal environment for  pasturage and
cultivation.

During the eighteenth century a few larger farms of between 40 and
60 acres existed in this district, though most farms were smatler plots of

Office, Dublin, AJCP M984, f.314; B.Bourke, A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the
Colonial Gentry, vol.i, London, 1891, pp.95-7.

3 Abstract from Blacker Manuscripts, vol. {11, f. 130, County Museum, Armagh, AJCP
M389.

4 Entry under Wentworth, Registered Pedigrees, vol. XXII1, £.314; D'Arcy Wentworth, Medical
Notebook, M.L. B196,1.112, '




some five to 20 acres. The farmers combined agriculture and manufacture on
their farms growing oats and flax and also spinning and weaving the flax
into cloth. All members of the family participated in this home
manufacture, but at crucial times during the year the farmer left his loom
to follow the plough, Cdmfortable, neat and carefully fenced farms dotted
this extensive and productive country.5 |

Portadown itself complemented the well ordered countryside.
Contemporary travel literature described it as a neat town pleasantly
situated on the River Bann. A stone bridge, erected in 1764, spanned the
river and provided the only crossing for many miles. A favourite haunt for
D'Arcy and his young playmates, the river abounded with many varieties of
fish including pike and trout. At the lower reaches where it flowed into Loch
Neagh, salmon wetghing over 30 Ibs provided excellent sport for fishermen.é

One mile from Portadown on the road east to Lurgan and Belfast
nestled the vicarage of Seagoe where the Reverend Mr Blacker resided.
Tradition boasted that on this site in 836 A.D. a Danish chief called Blacar,
ancestor of the Blacker family, successfully fought a battle against Ain and
his sept. Members of the Blacker family became close friends and admirers
of the Wentworths of Portadown. D'Arcy's parents were buried in the
historic grounds of Seagoe and one of his brothers and a sister were

S For {nformation on Portadown and County Armagh see the following: C. Coote, Statistical Survey
of the County of Armagh, Dublin, 1804; P.W.Joyce, Irish Names of Places, vol. | and 11, Dublin,
1891-1893; S. Lewis, Atlas of the Counties of Ireland, London, 1850; S. Lewis, A
Topographical Dictionary of ireland with Historical and Statistical Descriptions,vol. 11, London,
1850, pp. 19, 423-425; B. Scale, An Hibernian Atlas or Genuine Description of the Kingdom
of Ireland, London, 1809; A. Young, A Tour in lreland 1776-1779, A. Hutton(ed.), London,
1892; W. Wilson, The Post-Chaise Companion or Traveller's Guide Through iretand, Dublin,
1786, pp. 460, 486,527.

6. Lewls, A Topographical Dictionary, pp.19, 423-424. The population of Portadown in
1850 was 2,505 inhabitants and 479 houses .This was after a per-iod of SO years development
so the population during D'Arcy's childhood presumably would have been considerably less.




baptised in the church adjoining the vicarage. While baptismal records for
the period covering D'Arcy's birth are incomplete, it 1s likely that he was
also christened in this church and raised a Protestant.?

Although D'Arcy's father was an innkeeper, the family proudly traced
their ancestry over many generations citing as a forbear Thomas Wentworth,
the First Earl of Strafford and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland during the reign of
Charles!. The Wentworth family regarded their ancient lineage as an
important part of their heritage and the parents impressed upon their
children the significance of their pedigree. The family also claimed and
maintained close kinship ties with the wealthy and influential Fitzwilliam
family.8 In particular, Lord Fitzwilliam took an active and concerned part in
promoting D'Arcy’'s Interests. Having taken a seat in the House of Lords in
1769, Fitzwilliam became a prominent and at times controversial Whig
politican. In 1782 he inherited a large estate called Wentworth House in
Yorkshire which housed fine stables and kennels.?

Letters received by D'Arcy in New South Wales from his brother William,
his sisters and his friends, bring to light a warm nostalgia for their
childhood. Though few in number, the letters provide fleeting glimpses of a
solicitous sister dressing her brother's hair, of a close knit family and of
laughing children fishing and playing by the banks of the river. D'Arcy
managed to win a special place in his father's affections and became the
favourite son. In 1807 his brother Willlam wrote to D'Arcy stating that he
would have been a great source of comfort to his father during his last

7 1bid., p. SO5. Blacker Manuscripts, vol. 1, f.130. Registered Pedigrees, vol. XXI1.

8 Sen Affidavits by D'Arcy Wentworth's grand daughters, Items 81, 83, 84, D'Arcy Wentworth,
Miscellaneous Matertal, M.L.MSS 8.

9 Entry under Fitzwilliam, William Wentworth, second Ear1 Fitzwilliam in Dictionary of Netional

Biography, vol. Vii, London 1908, pp. 235-237. See also Gentleman's Magazine, March 1789,
p.856.
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moments, concluding, "of all his children you certainly was the one he
doated on."10

During D'Arcy’'s childhood the people of County Armagh enjoyed a
perfod of socfal stability with the only serious disturbance occurring in
1763 when D'Arcy was a mere infant. The province of Ulster was
predominantly Protestant and, unlike previous insurrections in the south of
Ireland, this uprising did not involve Catholics to any significant degree. The
peasantry in the north rose in protest against the payment of large tithes
and the heavy taxes levied on them to build and maintain roads. While the
insurgents, known as Oakboys, threatened violence, erected gallows and
insulted and menaced gentlemen, no blood was shed. Lord Charlemont’s
moderate and judicious conduct as governor of the county of Armagh defused
the potentially volatile situation and restored the peace.!!

Together with neighbouring children, D'Arcy attended a local school
run by a Mr McDowell where, judging from the quality of their
correspondence, they received a sound education in reading, writing and
arithmetic. After completing his schooling, he studied medicine under Dr
Alexander Patton of Tanderagee who became D'Arcy’'s adviser and friend.
Located south of Portadown, Tanderagee was a small trading, market and
post town, set in a richly cultivated part of the country. D'Arcy matured into

10 See the following letters; W. Wentworth to D. Wentworth, 12 July 1813, ff. 478-479; W.
Wentworth to D. Wentworth, 3 May 1816, ff. 519-520; M. Overend to D. Wentworth, 6 May
1822, ff. 601-602; M. Sinnamon to D. Wentworth, 8 May 1822, ff.597-599; J. Dawson to
D. Wentworth, 13 May 1822, f{.604-606; L. Dobbin to D. Wentworth, 22 May 1822,
ff.611-613; W.Wentworth to D. Wentworth, 15 January 1824, ff.618-620; M. Johnson to
D. Wentworth, 3 February 1826, f1.629-631 in Wentworth Papers, A754-2. Quote taken

I\u;)gw W. Wentworth to D. Wentworth, 16 October 1807, ff. 222-223 in Wentworth Papers,
1.

11 Young, vol. 1,90, cit., pp. 124,128, F. Hardy, Memoirs of the Political and Private Life of
mmmmmmmm vol. I, London, 1812, pp. 184-187; G.C.Lewis. On Local
Disturbances in (reland: and on the (rish Church Question, London, 1836. pp.32-S.



a fine, young man whose remarkable appearance and manners attracted
notice and comment. His friend Blacker of Carrick described him as "one of
the handsomest men of his day."12

In 1782, with the assistance of his patron Lord Fitzwilliam, D'Arcy
enlisted in the First Provincial Battalion of the Ulster Volunteers under the
command of Lord Charlemont.!3 The Ulster Volunteers formed part of an
interesting but short lived phenomenon which emerged in Ireland in the
late-1770s. Since the outbreak of war with the American colonies, troops,
previously stationed in Ireland, had been called into active duty overseas. In
1778 France signed a treaty with America which effectively brought her
into the war as an American ally. The weakened state of Ireland's defences,
together with France's hostility towards England, alarmed the Irish who felt
vulnerable to French invasion. They responded by uniting themselves into
small armed units prepared and determined to defend their country.
Neighbours and friends grouped together to establish military units,
members of quilds and professional fraternities founded their own distinct
corps and tenants gathered under the leadership of their landlord to form
companies of volunteer soldiers.14

12 Blacker, Jog. ¢it., f. 130, J. Hill to D. Wentworth, 19 February 1822, Item 93,
D'Arcy Wentworth, Miscellaneous Material, MSS 8/4.

13 H, Kinkead to H.W. Keays Young, n.d., item 73 in D'Arcy Wentworth , Miscellaneous
lz?gsrlal MSS 8; L. Dobbin toD. Wentworth 22 May 1822, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, ff.

14 For contemporary sources on the volunteer associations see; J. Barrington, Rise and Fall of the
Irish Nation, Paris, 1833, Chapters l11-VIl; J. Barrington, ang]_&kmhes_of.mm
Time, vol. I, London 1869, pp. 48-49; M. Edgeworth, M
an,,vol i1, London 1820, Chapter ili; JGordon,ﬁ_sjgmﬁng_!ﬂm&e]ﬂQn London 1803;
J. Mullalla mmnsnmmm_ammmm vol. 11, Dublin, 1795, pp.
37-60; R. Musgrave, mmm_smm_mmpﬂm_m_lm London 1801, pp.47-
92;J. Williams, ort ity f Ireland, London, 1785.
For Secondary Sources ses; RB McDowell, IMMAMMQMMML
_L?j_O_J_&QJ Oxford 1979, Chapters | - Y1II; ANew History of Ireland, vol. IV, T.W. Moody
and W.E. Vaughan(eds)Oxford 1986, Chapters Yil- X, XX.; M.R. 0"Connell, {rish Politics and
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Most associations assumed titles indicative of their origins such as
the Armagh Volunteers, the Dublin Light Dragoons, the Builders' Corps and
the Lawyers' Artillery.!5 Each volunteer corps, self-created and self-
governed, consisted of between 50 and 100 unpaid men who were prepared
to furnish themselves with arms and uniforms and other necessary
accoutrements. This financial outlay - together with the time spent on
military exercises - precluded many of the labouring classes, including the
majority of Catholics, from enlisting.!® In general, the nobility, members of
the gentry, merchants, skilled artisans and respectable yeomen enlisted as
volunteers.!? Essentially they were men who were able and willing to
devote their time, energy and part of their property to the defence and
security of their country.18

Since 1778 the numbers of volunteers had continued to increase and
when D'Arcy enlisted in 1782 they stood at approximately 100,000 men. Sir

Soctal Conflict in the Age of the American Revolution, Philadelphia, 196S.

15 Abstract of the Effective men in the different Yolunteer Corps whose delegates met at Dungannon
..onthe 16 April 1782, Appendix in H, Gratton, Miscellaneous Works of the Right

Honourable Henry Gratton, London, 1822, pp. 129-140.
16 Edgeworth, op. ¢it., p.63; Musgrove, op. ¢it , p. 49, Williams, gp.cit., p. 6.

17 Barrington, 1833, op. cit., p. 49. Sesalso The Earl of Shelburne's speech in the Debate in the
Lords on the Ear1 of Shelburne's Motion of Censure against Ministers for their Conduct towards
Irgland, 1 December 1779. Parliamentary History, vol. XX, p.1159.

18 The associations made a valuable contribution to the maintenance of law and order in their
communities. The volunteers performed guard duty in the garrison towns: they actively and
publicly supported the civil magistrates and assisted the sheriffs in the execution of their
duties by escorting prisoners to and from jail, apprehending suspected law breakers,
dispersing unruly gatherings and fighting fires. They functioned as an effective police force and
respectable citizens appreciated their efforts in preserying the public peace. For example the
citizens of Waterford publicly applauded the efforts of their volunteers: “"And indeed the
great services rendered the city by them, in protecting the property of the inhabitants from
plunder, and their persons from insult; suppressing riots, and apprehending rioters; and their
unwearied attention and activity on every occasion to promote peace and good order, should
not be passed over in silence, and demand the warmest thanks. Ereeman’s Jourpal, 21

November 1778. Ses also Freeman's Journal, 17 February 1779. For a further

account of the activities of the volunteer associations see Debate in the Lords on the Earl of
Shelburne's Motion of Censure against Ministers for their Conduct towards ireland,
Parliamentary History, vol. XX, p.1160.



Jonah Barrington, a contemporary Irish lawyer, maintained that by this time
"almost every independent Protestant of Ireland was enrolled as a patriot
soldier."19 As a Member of a volunteer corps, D'Arcy gained status and
participated with many eager young men in military exercises. The
resplendent uniforms and the grand military reviews were outward signs of
the pride and prestige feit by each volunteer. Public praise and
commendation fuelled their growing sense of self-importance. Parades,
marches, army manoeuvres and spectacular mock battles followed by
bonfires, festivities and fireworks added colour and gaiety to Irish life and
increased the volunteer's sense of self esteem and enli\)ened his patriotic
spirit.20 |

The volunteer associations provided opportunities for D'Arcy and his
fellow soldlers to assemble, air grievances and exchange ideas. As
independent corps met with other corps in military exercises, they
appreciated that - although each corps was a distinct and unconnected unit -
they marched to the same drummer. They realized that their ambitions and
aspirations for Ireland were in step. A desire not only to defend their shores
from foreign invasion, but to protect and uphold the 1iberty and political
integrity of their citizens motivated the volunteers. In unison they
disavowed English authority and raised the call for free trade and the right

19 Abstract of the effective Men in the different Yolunteer Corps, whose Delegates metat
Dungannon, 16 April 1782, in Gratton, op. ¢it, bp. 129-136. Barrington, 1833, op. cit,,
p46. '

20 Holding a commisston in the Yolunteers carried added distinction but it also incurred extra
costs. Mrs McTier of Belfast, whose husband accepted promotion to officer rank, deemed it “an
expensive honour." The following is a quote from Ereeman’s Journal, 6 August 1778,
giving some indication of the military and social aspects of the volunteer associations; “The two
companies of voluntears paraded under arms and in uniforms; and fired three vollies with great
regularity and exactness. ... The evening concluded with bonfires, fire-works ..." Ses also
23 June 1778, 4 July 1778 and 20 October 1778, ibid For quote see M. McTier to W.
Drennan, 7 July 1778, W. Drennan, The Drennan Letters 1776 - 1817, D. A Chart(ed.),
Belfast, 1931, p. 7.
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to legislate for themselves. The volunteer associations assumed a
determined political stance and began to agitate for parliamentary reform.
In particular, they objected to a statute, passed during the reign of George I,
known as Poyning's Law. This statute prevented any member of the Irish
Legislature from initiating a bill in either the House of Lords or Commons
without prior approval from the English Privy Council.

when D'Arcy joined the Ulster Volunteers, they were at the forefront
of the political movement pressing for the constitutional independence of
Ireland. In 1782 they organized for a provisional assembly of delegates to
convene at Dungannon in county Tyrone to debate the fssue of parliamentary
reform. Delegates from 143 corps met and passed a series of resolutions
fncluding a unanimous endorsement of the following declaration:

That a claim of any body of men, other than the King,
Lords and Commons of Ireland, to make laws to bind
this kingdom, is unconstitutional, illegal, and a
grievance.2!

Volunteer associations throughout the country voiced their approval
of the resolutions, pledged their support to the Ulster Corps and made
similar declarations.22 In June 1782 the British Parliament responded to the
plea for a free constitution by repealing Poyning's law. In Ireland,
widespread applause greeted the news. Nevertheless, for some volunteers,
the removal of this grievance only exposed further obstacles to their
freedom. They continued to agitate for additional parliamentary reforms,
including the institution of a more representative House of Commons This
time their efforts went unrewarded. Having achieved political success in

21 pesolutions passed at a mesting of the representatives of 143 corps of Volunteers ... held at
Dungannon, 15 February 1782 in Gratton, gp. ¢it., pp.170-172,

22 For examples see Freeman's Journal, 6, 12 March 1782,
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1782 and with the termination of the American war in 1783 the
assoctations lost their raison d'etre and began to disband during 1785 and
1786.23

D'Arcy served as an ensign until some time before 1785. Although he
occupied the Towest commissioned rank in the infantry, it nonetheless was a
mark of prestige for the young man. Officer status in the volunteer corps
reflected his social standing in the community. The pride of family heritage
and the patronage of his kinsman Lord Fitzwilliam equipped D'Arcy to take
his place in Irish genteel society despite his father's occupation as an
innkeeper. Impressed by the young man's charm, gentlemanly appearance, and
manners, well-bred and influential men accepted his company. According to
his commanding officer, Lieutenant Cotonel Thomas Dawson, D'Arcy
"conducted himself as became a good soldier.” This statement stands as a
soltd commendation, indicating that D'Arcy performed his volunteer dutfes
conscientiously and sympathized, publicly at least, with the political
sentiments of the volunteer corps. At D'Arcy’'s request, the colonel was
willing to use his influence with Lord Charlemont to obtain a letter of
recommendation from the Marquis of Rockingham. Aware of the importance
of such recommendations, D'Arcy actively sought patronage to advance his
career.24

After completing his military service, D'Arcy Wentworth left Ireland
in 1785 for England where he continued his medical studies, working in

23 For contemporary references on the efforts of the volunteer corps to gain additional
parliamentary reform see; Edgeworth, op. cit., Chapter 111; J. Gordon, gp.cit,, Chapter I, W.
Drennan to M.McTier 20 May 1785, Drennan, gp. cit., pp.29-30; The Duke of Rutland to W.
Pitt, 16 June 1784; Correspondence between the Right Honourable W, Pitt and Charles, Duke
of Rutland 1781-1787, Edinburgh, 1890, p.18.

24 Seq Barrington's classification of Irish gentlemen particularly his assessment of the ‘half

mounted gentleman,’ Barrington, 1869, op. cit., pp.79-81. Statement of Service signed by T.
Dawson, 27 January 1786, Item 89 in D'Arcy Wentworth, Miscellaneous Material, MSS 8/4.
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London hospitals and attending classes.25 During the late-eighteenth
century the educational qualifications of physicians and the standard of
their medical training varied greatly throughout Britain. It was only during
this century that physicians had managed to separate themselves from the
barbers and surgeons quild26  Some doctors gained degrees from
universities in Glasgow, Edinburgh or Dublin. Others, particularly country
doctors like Wentworth, gained their medical knowledge and skills as
apprentices under the tutelage of experienced physicians. A number of
people with little or no formal medical training simply designated
themselves doctors.2? Dr JM. Adair in a book published in 1786 voiced
concern at the state of medical practice in England. He maintained that some
men who assumed the title of medical doctor had neither the education,
skill nor conduct to lay claim to such a distinction. Furthermore, he pointed
out that the pubtic was unable to distinguish between doctors qualified to
practise medicine and those unqualified to do so. He also criticised the
London colleges for granting extra licences to country surgeons and
apothecaries and, the universities for conferring honorary diplomas on
students who had not even attended their institutions.28

Young doctors, without private means, faced a difficult period in
establishing their careers. They relied on patients' fees for their income and
competed not only with fellow doctors but also with apothecaries. Dr Adair
maintained that many years elapsed before the emoluments of a doctor's

25 \bid. '
26 J.H.D. Widdess, An Account of the Schools of Surgery. Royal Callege of Surgeons, Dublin 1787-
1948, Edinburgh, 1949, pp. S, 10.

27 J, M. Adair , Medical Cautions, London, 1786, p.165. In his book on Jeremiah Fitzpatrick,
0.MacDonagh, highlighted the difficulties in attempting to establish the qualifications and
training of doctors from this period. 0.MacDonagh, The Inspector General, London, 1981.

28 Adair, op.cit.. pp. 165 - 167,
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practice were more than sufficient to support a physician in the rank of a
gentieman.29 The experience of Dr William Drennan highlighted the problems
encountered by young doctors. He gained his medical degree from Edinburgh
University in 1778 and returned to his native Ireland in 1783 to begin a
practice in Newry, a town south of Tanderagee. During the early days of his
practice he felt that his profits would never be great. He explained to his
sister that he was not fond of clubs but attended them out of a desire to
make acquaintances, even if those he met were generally “not very
lucrative.,” In order to encourage people of substance to seek his medical
advice, this young doctor felt compelled to engage in social activities likely
to impress such people. He wrote, "There are many who will think that |
should join frequently in the bacchanalian roar, particularly as my
competitor 1ays claim to the title of a jolly fellow.” He also remarked that
he had earned 13 guineas in fees but had spent 18 guineas in the last two
months.30

In order to attract the patronage of patients able to pay for their
consultations, many young doctors without a private fortune lived beyond
their means, They eked out a marginal existence in endeavouring to maintain
the appearance of a gentleman but surviving on the few guineas received in
fees.3! Emigration to America, amilitary, naval or government posittbn, or
an appointment with the East India Company provided an opening for young
doctors seeking to establish thelr careers. D'Arcy Wentworth saw his
opportunity with the East India Company. He had been promised a position
as surgeon’s assistant to one of its establishments in India and in November

29 bid., pp. 166-167; W. Drennan to M. McTier, some time in 1788, Drennan, gp. cit, p. 45.
30 W, Drennan to M. McTier, some time in 1783, Drennan, gp. ¢it., p. 12.

31 Sea Mrs McTier's account of doctors in Belfast, M.McTier te W, Drennan, about February
1788, ibid., p. 46.
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1782 was awaiting the Court of Directors’ nomination to confirm his
appointment. As an important preparation for this new career, Wentworth
secured a letter of recommendation from an acquaintance, J. Archockey, to
David Killican in India. In this letter, dated 22 December 1785, the author
noted that Wentworth was going out to India as a surgeon and that he
intended to remain {n the country if he met with encouragement. He also
mentioned that wentworth had been trained as a surgeon, and had the benefit
of the best education and a great deal of practical experience. He added that
this young doctor had the backing of powerful friends who, at present
though, found their influence weakened because they formed only a minority
political faction.32

People saw Wentworth not solely in terms of his own achievements,
attributes and skills, but also as a member of a clique. Although he himself
possessed little power, the strength of his friends' social and political
standing became part of his {dentity. Apart from Lord Fitzwilliam's support,
he had a circle of friends and influential acquaintances busily making
representations on his behalf. Mr R. Sinclair, a respected barrister who |
resided in York, formed an important link in this circle and contributed to
efforts to find Wentworth an overseas post.33

On learning of his bright prospects with the East India Company, Dr
Patton wrote to Wentworth on 20 November 1785, expressing both delight
and caution. This letter, written by a concerned mentor who knew and
understood all too well the strengths and weaknesses of his pupil, hinted at
underlying problems. He warned Wentworth that his good fortune was almost
assured, "if you throw no impediments in its way." In so saying Dr Patton

32 J, Archockey to D. Killican, 22 December 1785, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, ff.290-291.
33 R, Sinclair to D. Wentwaorth, 20 November 1785, ibid., ff. 288.
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was referring not to external exigencies, but to Wentworth himself as the
instrument of his own destiny. He urged Wentworth to be sober and diligent
In his duties and to live within his means. Aware of the importance of
patronage and the need to cultivate influential friends, he counselled:

Prudence and Industry with a Great degree of
cautfon and attention to those whom you have to
look up to are the great things you must be mindfull
of. Great People who are to Confer favours look for
attention from those they confer them on, their
counsel they think ought to be taken and every
degree of respect paid to their advice and opinions
however different it may be from your own
Sentiments.

He encouraged him to seek out the advice of James Dawson, a man wise in
the ways of the world and of sound judgement. Finally he cautioned him to
avoid "Idle, giddy and dissipated Company” no matter how agreeable it might
appear, adding: "there is something so fascinating in the Company of some
dangerous men that we cannot see it 'till it 1s too late.” Clearly, while
Patton recognized and admired fine qualities in Wentworth, he was troubled
by weaknesses in his character. The letter intimated that D'Arcy had already
caused his parents hardship, but ended optimistically: "You have Cost your
father much; | know your heart it's good and I'm sure you will endeavour o
repay him with interest."34

For reasons that remain obscure, Wentworth did not proceed to India,
but remained in London pursuing his medical career. Towards the end of
1786 he disregarded his former teacher's advice and formed a connexion
with disreputable characters who frequented the Dog and Duck tavern in St.

34 A, Patton to D. Wentworth, 30 November 1785, Wentworth Papers, A751, ff. 5-6.
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George's Field.35 The Dog and Duck's reputation had been declining since
1769 and in 1787 the proprietor appealed against the magistrates’ decision
to refuse him a licence. This inn was near to Blackheath, a windswept
tableland south of Greenwich Park, which lay on the direct road from London
to Canterbury and Dover. The heath had earned a reputation as a haunt for
highwaymen.36

On Wednesday 10 January 1787 robbers waylaid Dr James Irwin and
Stephen Remnant at Blackheath and, under force of arms, demanded their
valuables. They made away with watches, chains, seals and coins valued at
£27. On the following Saturday at Shooters' Hill, east of Blackheath,
highwaymen again lay in wait for the unwary. Eveh though the Dover Road
cut through the area, this remote spot was a piace to be avoided. Gallows by
the crossroads at the bottom of the hill and the gibbet at the summit
warned travellers of the desperadoes who infested the district. On that wet
and wintry afternoon, three highwaymen bailed up Alderman Curtis,
Archibald Anderson and Claude Scott. After ordering them to surrender their
possessions, the thieves escaped with jewellery and coins worth £28. The
victims raised the alarm which alerted Mr Duncan who promptly set off
after the culprits. The highwaymen had separated, but Duncan managed to
overtake and apprehend William Manning at the south end on the road through
Lewisham.37

Information in Manning's pocket-book led the Bow street patrol
officers to Wentworth's residence in London where they apprehended him. On
15 January Manning and Wentworth appeared before the magistrates in the

35 Kentish Gazette, Tuestay 16 January - Friday 19 January 1787, lest page.
36 B. Weinreb, C.Hibbert(eds.), The London Encyclopaedia, London, 1983, pp. 231, 269.

37 Ibid., p.784; Kentish Gazette, 16 January - 19 January 1787.
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public office in Bow Street London, charged with the commission of several
highway robberies at Blackheath and Shooters' Hill during the previous week.
Evidence tendered did not incriminate Manning who was committed for
further examination. Found in possession of two watches, sworn by Curtis
and Mr Jones of Bristol to be stolen property, Wentworth was bound over to
stand trial at the Maidstone assizes. Before the justices, the young man
spoke of his good family name, his training as a surgeon and his services as
a commissioned officer in Irefand. He attributed his degraded situation to
the evil influences of his companions at the Dog and Duck. Wentworth
remained in Newgate prison until Saturday 17 March when he was escorted
to the common gaol in County Kent.38

On the 21st he came to trial at the Maidstone assizes charged with
feloniously assaulting and stealing property from Remnant, Curtis,
Andersdn, lrWin and Scott. To conceal his tdentity he gave his occupation as
labourer. Court transcripts are not extant but the assizes' agenda book
records that he pleaded not guilty and was acquitted on all charges.39

At the time of Wentworth's trial, ships were making rendezvous at -
the Mother Bank in preparation for their ]ourﬁey to Botany Bay. The
Charlotte had collected her convict cargo at Plymouth during January and
February, and had arrived at Portsmouth on 17 March to join the fleet. John
Harris, a naval surgeon was later to claim that he had met Wentworth on
board this vessel. He maintained that Wentworth was the ship's surgeon, but
that he had deserted the Char/otte before the fleet sailed in May 1787

38 |bid.; Original Manuscript List of Prisoners confined in Newgate and Tried at the Old Bailey
1787-1789, N.L. MS 98, February 1787, 1. 24.
39 Kentish Gazette, Friday 23 March - Tuesday 27 March 1787; Miscellaneous Books, ASSI

34/ 44, 34/ 70; Agenda Books, 31/ 15; Lent Assizes Begun 19 March 1787, pp. 23-4;
ASSI 35/227/5, PFF3692, Felony File, Lent Assize 1787, Public Records Office, London.
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Although no corroborative evidence exists, Harris's recollections appear
plausible. Wentworth's friends had for some years been endeavouring to find
him an overseas post. His acquittal and probable subsequent appearance on
board the Char/otie suggests that they were attempting to secure him a
berth as ship's surgeon to Botany Bay. Rather than abandoning his post, it
seems more likely that Wentworth's patrons failed to persuade the Home
Office to allow him to sail with the fleet.40

Despite his court appearances and his failure to obtain a commission,
Wentworth continued to lobby for an official appointment. He was aware of
opposition and of the necessity to redeem his damaged reputation4! He
looked to friends to use their influence to dispel any existing misgivings
about his character. Yet a letter, written by James Dawson on 11 June 1787,
suggests that Wentworth had become distracted and casual in his conduct.
Obviously annoyed with Wentworth's inconsiderate behaviour, Dawson
chastised him for fafling to inform him on two consecutive occasions that
he was unable to keep an appointment. Dawson was also a friend of Mr
Sinclair who had earlier supported Wentworth's efforts to secure an
overseas post.42

In July 1787 Wentworth sought the help of mediators to counter the
objections raised to his appointment. Mr James Charles Villiers, second son
of the first Earl of Clarendon and member of parliament for Old Sarum,
advised him to approach Mr Russell and solicit his aid in convincing Charles

40 J, White, Journal of a Voyage to New South Wales, (originally printed 1790), Sydney
1962, pp.47,51; W. Tench, A Narrative of the Expedition to Botany Bay: with an account
of New South Wales, its Productions, inhabitants &g, London 1789. p.11, Evidence of J.

Harris, Appendix to Commissioner Bigge's Report, Convicts - Evidence, CO 201/120,
ff.157-9.

41 J.C.yilliers to D. Wentworth, 18 July 1787, Wentworth Papers, A751,f. 12,13.
42 ). Dawson to D. Wentworth, 11 June 1787,ibid., f. 11.
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Middleton, comptroller of the navy, of his suitability for a government
post.43 The following November Wentworth attempted to secure an army
appointment through the efforts of influential contacts. On the 16th his -
friend, Villiers, regretfully informed Wentworth that he could not be of help
because he did not know the commander of the regiment mentioned by him.44

One week later, on 23 November, an evening patrol apprehended
Wentworth after a reported highway robbery on a Mr William Lewer at the
Powder Mills on Hounslow Heath. This waste tract of 1and, located west of
London, stretched for many miles and provided cover for the highwaymen
who preyed on travellers. Gibbets lining the heath reminded felons of their
likely fate if caught.45 Lewer maintained that he had been travelling in a
post-chaise with his clerk when, just before dusk, he heard a voice ordering
them to stop. A man dressed in a large drab coloured great coat and with a
black silk covering his face rode up and demanded his money and watch.
without protest, Lewer handed over his valuables.

On learning of the robbery three officers of the Bow Street patrol
proceeded to the Knotting hill turnpike where, later that evening, they
intercepted Wentworth. After he dismounted from his horse the patrol
searched him and uncovered a loaded pistol, a wig and a piece of black stlk.
A member of the patrol, Samuel Maynard, also found a key in Wentworth's
coat pocket. Wentworth explained that it belonged to a chest he had in his
rooms but he refused to disclose his place of residence. The next day Mary

43 J.C. Villiers to D. Wentworth, 18 July 1787, ibid,, ff.12,13.
44 J.C.¥illers to D. Wentworth, 16 November 1787, ibid., f. 15.
45 The London Encyclopaedia, p. 397.
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wilkinson, who shared lodgings with Wentworth, pawned the watch stolen
from Lewer.46

Four days later and undeterred by the events of the evening of 23
November, D'Arcy returned to the scene of the crime still carrying a pistol,
hairpiece and mask. He was again stopped by the night patrol after an
alleged highway robbery on John Hurst and Ann Grundy who were travelling
together in a post-chaise. The patrolmen pulled Wentworth from his horse,
searched him and found the loaded pistol, the wig and the black silk mask.
The patrolman, Maynard, maintained that before Wentworth dismounted from
his horse, he appeared to throw something into the darkness. On examining
the surrounding area, one of the members of the patrol located the watch
belonging to the gentleman who had been robbed. On this occasion they took
wentworth into custody.47

At a preliminary hearing on 30 November Wentworth remained
composed. One of the victims of the highway robberies, Lewer, displayed
more agitation than the accused. Wentworth's landlord, Thomas Little,
appeared at the hearing and disclosed Wentworth's address. Maynard then
proceeded to Wentworth's lodgings in Oxford Market where he recovered,
from a chest in the accused's rooms, a seal {dentical to the one taken from
Lewer. Both D'Arcy Wentworth and his female companion operated at this
time under assumed names. Wentworth called himself Fitzroy and Mary
Wilkinson used the alias of Looking.48

During this examination the chivalrous Wentworth declared that if
Miss Wilkinson "was brought into trouble upon his account, he would destroy

46 01d Bailey Session Papers, 1787-1788, pp. 15-20.
47 1bid., pp.22-5.
48 |bid., pp.15-20.
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himself.” The court reporter described her as a pretty woman and genteelly
dressed. She wore a neat French cap, with a large white beaver hat, and an
elegant gold and silver band. Despite her fashionable and tasteful dress, the
reporter entertained no doubts about her culpability, stating that this
woman and her sister had created great havoc among the gentiemen of the
road. He compared them with the notorious Sarah Milwood, a familiar
eighteenth century fictional character who had seduced a young apprentice
and enticed him to steal and murder for her49 Clearly Wentworth was
enamoured of Miss Wtlkinson.

On 12 December he appeared at the Old Batley indicted on three counts of
highway robbery. Wentworth first appeared charged with felonfously
assaulting william Lewer on 23 November, putting him in corporal fear and
danger of his life, and taking from him sundry items including a watch,
chain and key. Wentworth's accomplice, Mary Wilkinson, faced a charge of
receiving these goods knowing them to be stolen. Newspaper accounts of
Wentworth's exploits which, for the reader, left no doubt of his guiit had
infurfated him. In court this handsome young doctor defended himself by
standing on his honour:

| only trust that those paragraphs that have appeared
publicly against me, in the papers, may not have any
effect on the minds of the Jury; | have been ranked
among the most notorious of offenders; and | wish
that any person that has published those paragraphs
against me, would now come forth like a man.30

Wentworth's composed, gentlemanly- demeanour which bespoke

49 Daily Universal Register, 3 December 1787,p.3; E.C. Brewer, The Brewer Dictionary of
Phrase and Fable, Ware, Hertfordshire, 1986, pp.97,740.

50 01d Batley Session Papers, 1787 -1788, p.18.
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propriety and respectability stood him in good stead. As a couple, D'Arcy
wentworth and Mary Wilkinson created a favourable impression. One
witness maintained that Wentworth and his lady behaved like gentlefolk.5t

Despite the court reporter's conviction that a strong presumption of
quilt existed, the jury found both D'Arcy Wentworth and Mary Wilkinson not
guilty. Although Mr Lewer could not identify Wentworth as the perpetrator
of the crime, strong circumstantial evidence of his guilt existed. The patrol
had apprehended him under suspicious circumstances, his accomplice Mary
wilkinson definitely pawned the stolen watch, though the identity of the
man who gave it to her remained undisclosed, and a seal resembling the one
stolen had been recovered from a chest belonging to Wentworth,

After being found not guilty of offences against William Lewer,
Wentworth immediately faced similar charges for crimes alleged to have
been committed on 27 November against John Hurst. During this trial Hurst
showed a strong disinclination to have Wentworth convicted. According to
Maynard, Hurst had, on the night of the offence, described the highwayman
as a stout, lusty man wearing a drab coloured great coat and riding a light
chestnut horse. In court Hurst testified that the man who robbed him was a
tall, thin man bearing little resemblance to the accused. He also
contradicted Maynard's evidence by claiming that the highwayman's horse
was dark in colour and dissimilar to the one hired by Wentworth on the night
of the robbery. Ann Grundy supported Hurst's evidence 52

As in the previous trial the evidence, apart from that presented by
Hurst and collaborated by Ann Grundy, pointed to Wentworth's guilt. The
night patrol apprehended him on horseback soon after the offence had been

51 |bid., evidence of Thomas Little, p. 17.
92 |hid., pp.22-25,



27

perpetrated and in close proximity to the scene of the crime. Wentworth
again carried with him the highwayman's stock-in-trade, including a pistol,
a hair piece and a black crepe mask. Near the site of his apprehension the
patrol retrieved the stolen watch alleged to have been thrown by Wentworth
while still mounted on his horse. Nevertheless, in light of the testimony of
the witnesses Hurst and Grundy, the jury had no option but to acquit
wentworth of the charges against william Hurst. As no additional evidence
was tendered on the third charge involving highway robbery committed
against Ann Grundy, Hurst's travelling companion, the jury likewise
acquitted him.53

Wentworth was one of the fortunate beneficiaries of England's bloody
legal code. Highway robbery, together with some 160 other crimes, carried
the death penalty. Contemporary comments by Judge Blackstone and Patrick
Colquhoun, a police magistrate, indicate that the severity of such sentences
often deterred the victims of felonies from preferring charges against
probable law-breakers. Similarly, juries touched by compassion or mercy
would either fail to convict an accused or accept mitigation of the offence.
Colguhoun also pointed to abuses practised by the accused to pervert
legal processes which included the hiring, bribery and intimidation
of witnesses.54 [t would appear that in the case of D'Arcy Wentworh and
Mary Wilkinson, compassion for their predicament influenced the jury's
decision. Hurst's and Grundy's conflicting evidence may also have stemmed
from their compassion for this young respectable gentleman and their
reluctance to have him hanged. No evidence exists suggesting that

53 |bid., pp.22-25.

S4p_ Colquhoun, A Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis ( reprinted from the seventh edition,
1806), New Jersey 1969, pp.4, 6, 20.
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Wentworth's friends attempted to influence the witnesses or members of
the court though such endeavours cannot be discounted. Although found not
gutity on the three counts of highway robbery the circumstantial evidence
implicating Wentworth in these crimes remained strong.

Neighbourhood intelligence circulating in his home town of Portadown
held that Wentworth, drawn into the company of friends who enjoyed the
conviviality and amusements of fashionable society, found himself living
beyond his means. Wentworth resorted to gambling and then to highway
robbery in an attempt to finance his acquired standard of living35 This
portrayal of Wentworth's fail followed the contemporary eighteenth century
stereotype of highwaymen. The typical profile depicted a young man of some
education who - through fdle habits - fell prey to gambling and debauchery,
became impoverished, and had recourse to the highways in order to support
his adopted way of life. The exploits of highwaymen tended to be
romanticised as bold adventures and their characters depicted as brave and
daring. Even sober-minded magistrates like Colquhoun classified
highwaymen as a distinct group of criminals not belonging to "the lower and
more depraved part of the fraternity of thieves."5¢ The Criminal Recorder
published in 1804 defined highwaymen as:

.. Robbers upon horse back, who infest the chief post
roads and stop travellers, either alone, or in coaches
.. They always take care to be well mounted for the
purpose of escaping if pursued and are generally
armed with pistols.

Many who have laken the roaq as it is called, have
been first induced either through necessity or
extravagance; and being probably successful in their

55 Blacker Manuscript, vol. 111, f.131.
56 Colquhoun, op. cit., p. 95.
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first attempts, they renew their depredations,
notwithstanding they have procured a competency: but
money thus obtained {s soon spent; their success only
tends to increase their audacity, and at length the

constant repetition of their offence leads to a
detection.57

wentworth had certainly grown larger and stouter since his arrival in
England and he enjoyed the company of influential and wealthy friends. He
had been raised knowing that his family sprang from an illustrious and
ancient Tine of the English aristocracy and he most certainly shared the
opinion of his friends that his family was" above the common ground.” On the
other hand, he associated with meh and women of disreputable character
and, rather than use his respected family name, chose at certain times to
conceal his 1dentity»by using an alias. His continued endeavours to seek
employment overseas suggests that his medical practice was not prospering
and therefore the means by which he maintained the appearance of a
respectable gentieman remains in question. Dr Patton's reference to him
costing his father much also indicated that, prior to 1785, Wentworth had
already disappointed his father. He certainly showed temerity, if not
foolhardiness, in venturing out on the road on horseback only days after
having been apprehended as a suspected highwayman.

At this time Wentworth inhabited two worlds. One was that of an
upstanding and agreeable young kinsman of Lord Fitzwilliam who aspired to
a genteel way of life and who frequented and was welcomed into the homes
of respectable gentlemen.3® In the second he lived the raffish, clandestine
existence of Mr Fitzroy. Here he lived with a woman of questionable
reputation, and would pay haif a crown for a fortnight's lodgings in the

57 A Student of the Inner Temple, The Criminal Recorder, vol. 111, London, 1804, p.118.
58 See the evidence of John Pemberton Heywood, Qld Bailey Session Papers, 1789 - 1790, p. 4.
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house of a carpenter in Oxford Market before "taking the road."59 Clearly,
wentworth faced the difficulty of reconciling his aspirations with the
realities of life as a struggling surgeon.

Desperate attempts by his friends to secure him a position overseas
continued without success. In October 1789 Villlers wrote to the Home
Office on Wentworth's behalf. He stated that this young man was extremely
keen to go to Botany Bay and that his education as a surgeon might prove
useful. Fearing ultimate ruin for Wentworth, Villiers confided, "if he
continues in this country, it is scarcely possible for him to return to any
honest course of life." The Home Office was unmoved: Villier's letter was
simply minuted: "Nothing to be done."60

But, by this time, Wentworth had already become more deeply
involved in crime. In December 1789 he followed the course predicted in the
Criminal Recoraer, and was again arrested as a suspected highwayman. He
appeared before the London courts indicted on a highway robbery charge
alleged to have been committed on John Pemberton Heywood in the previous
July on Finchley Common. The victim maintained that he had left Lincoin's
Inn a little before 11 am. and was travelling north when he had been robbed
by two men on horseback. One of the highwaymen, who bore a resemblance to
Wentworth, presented his pistol and demanded, "your purses; your purses.”
Heywood surrendered his purse, but was then asked to hand over his watch.
Heywood claimed that he did not have one, but the highwayman held the
pistol to the victim's head and demanded the watch. At this point Heywood,
'stressed that he was unarmed and totally defenceless, and pleaded for him

59 Sea the svidence of Thomas Little, Qld Bailey Session Papers, 1787 - 1789, pp. 16 - 17. For
an explanation of the meaning of this phrase see quote p.23.

60 .C.Vil}ers to n.n. 16 October 1789, HO 42/ 15, X/LCC 475; Dictionary of National
Biography, vol. XX, London, 1909, p. 352.
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to point the pistol away from his head. As the highwayman moved, his crépe
mask was disturbed and Heywood caught a glimpse of the lower part of his
face. The man, alleged to have been Wentworth, then took the watch and a
morocco tweezer case and fled.

Heywood had known Wentworth over a number of years and had met
him in York at the home of a respectable gentieman, Mr Sinclair, where
wentworth had lived for some time. Together with a number of other
persons, probably including Sinclair, Heywood had taken an active role in
forwarding plans for Wentworth to leave the kingdom. Indeed, at the time of
the offence Heywood thought Wentworth was abroad. He vouched for
Wentworth's character, declaring: "I thought him a very agreeable young
gentleman; ... | believe he is of an excessive good family in Ireland."8! Here
again emerged the ambiguous D'Arcy Wentworth, the respectable young
man of esteemed family background and a prisoner in the dock at the Old
Bailey

Although convinced of Wentworth's guilt, Heywood baulked at
identifying him positively as his assailant. He stated that, although he had
not seen the culprit's face, the highwayman spoke with a strong Irish
brogue. The court asked Wentworth if he would say anything, but his counsel
declined on his behalf. The jury found Wentworth not guiity. On this
occasion the press found the trial "particularly uninteresting."62

Mr Heywood believed Wentworth to be the man who had assaulted him,
yet he showed no animosity towards him during the trial. Indeed, he took
great pains to impress the court with Wentworth's respectability and
gentlemanly conduct. Considering Mr Heywood's prior involvement with

61 Seg avidence of John Pemberton Heywood, 0ld Bailey Session Papers, 1789 - 1790, p.4.
62 The Times, 10 December 1789, p.3.
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Wentworth's friends in endeavouring to find him an overseas post, it is
likely that he cooperated in obtaining Wentworth's acquittal. Following the
jury's pronouncement in favour of Wentworth, the prosecutor informed the
court that Mr Wentworth had taken a passage to go in the fleet to Botany Bay
as an assistant surgeon and requested his immediate discharge. The court
granted his request.83 This arrangement may well have been part of an out of
court agreement between the prosecutor and Wentworth's friends to have
him acquitted on condition that he leave the country. Wentworth's patron,
Lord Fitzwilliam, who had taken a keve‘ri‘ interest in the young man since his
enlistment in the Ulster Volunteers, continued his active support. By
providing Wentworth with money he played a key role in securing him a
berth on the transport ship Neprune which had been ready to sail for Port
Jackson since 13 December 1789.64 |

Wentworth's personal appeal attracted people and fostered in them a
desire to help and even to protect him. His relationships with his father, his
mentor Dr Patton, his patron Lord Fitzwilliam, his advisor James Dawson,
and now his prosecutor Heywood, all showed a willingness on the part of his
friends and family to support and defend him despite his troubled history.
They recognized in this young doctor certain qualities which transcended his
fallings and they trusted his ability to build a successful Tife.

Although Wentworth expressed neither his apprehensions nor his
hopes about his future in the land of exiles, Elizabeth Macarthur, a fetlow
passenger to the colony, did so. She explained to her mother how terrifying
and gloomy the prospect of going to Botany Bay first appeared while she

63 019 Bailey Session Papers, 1789 - 1790, p. 4.
64 C. Cookney to Earl Fitzwilliam, July 1834, Correspondence of D'Arcy Wentworth 1796-1834,
Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
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suffered herself to be blinded by "cowardice and vulgar prejudices.” She,
however, faced the inevitability of the venture, accepted it and resolved not
to regret it.65 Taken up with the practicalities of living, Wentworth also
seemed to have confronted his future in the colony with acceptance and
determination. He promptly called into play his network of contacts who
used their influence to gain access to people likely to be of service to him.
In particular Wentworth sought, through the efforts of an acquaintance
Thomas Hill, the assistance of Under Secretary Nepean who he hoped would
recommend him to Governor Phillip.66
Wentworth's predicament attracted the concern of Charles Cookney
who gladly accepted the responsibility for managing his affairs. On 17
December, within days of Wentworth's acquittal, Cookney wrote "Tho' | know
but Httle of you, and as such it might be thought why should | care about
you, yet believe me, | felt for your situation as much as if you had been
related to me” Charles Cookney succumbed to Wentworth's charm and
willingly joined the company of people working to promote his interests.67
One of Cookney's first undertakings on Wentworth's behalf involved
repaying a sum of money owed by Wentworth to a woman named Mrs Wilson.
Anxious about this woman, Cookney wrote to Wentworth expressing his
reluctance to pay her the total amount lest she set off after Wentworth.
Cookney suggested that this would be a silly pursuit on her part, but that
there was no accounting for the actions of @ woman, It would seem that Mrs
Wwilson was infatuated with the handsome doctor and dreaded separation.
This situation hinted at the underlying precarfousness of Wentworth's

65 E. Macarthur to her mother, 8 October 1789, Extracts from Letters - Mrs Macarthur,
Macarthur Papers, vol. XXi1,A2908, ff.8-11.

66 T, Hill to D. Wentworth, 16 January 1790, Weatworth Papers A751, . 20.
67 C. Cookney to D. Wentworth, 17 December 1789, ibid., ff. 17-18.
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existence in London, in particular, the parlous state of his financial affairs
and the unconventionality of his private 1ife.88 Having won the backing of his
patron, Lord Fitzwilliam, and secured the services of his agent, Charles
Cookney, Wentworth prepared to sail for New South Wales with his letters
of recommendation, his charm and his will to succeed.

Freed from the tense claustrophobia of the courtroom, Wentworth
boarded the Neptune during the second half of December to encounter the
bitter and acrimonious atmosphere of the transport ship. Four hundred and
ninety nine male and female convicts, over 40 troops going out to the colony
to relieve the marine corps, together with the ship's company, crowded onto
this 809 ton vessel.89 |11-feeling on board the Aeprune had been brewing
since early November and easily provoked tempers had flared into bitter
outbursts on a number of occasions prior to Wentworth's embarkation. John
Macarthur, a lfeutenant with the New South Wales Corps, quarrelled with the
master of the ship, Captain Gilbert. An intense hostility developed between
them which finally culminated on the 27 November when the two disputants
went ashore to duel. Although neither party suffered physical injury, the
underlying animosity between them continued to simmer.70

On 2 December on board the Neptune Captain Gilbert insulted and struck
a sentinel who immediately retaliated, precipitating a serfous breakdown in
discipline and order. The ship's arms were taken out and arranged on the
stern gallery. Captain Gilbert left this scene of chaos for the shore. On

68 1bid. |

89 C0201/4, 1.169,175,177. Ses also Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of
Donald Trail, Master of the Akpiune, during his passage to Port Jackson in Accounts and Papers
relating to Convicts on Board the Hulks and those Transported to New South Wales, 1792, pp.
62-63.

70 Mrs Macarthur's Journal, Mrs John Macarthur, Journal and Correspondence, Macarthur
Papers, vol. X, A2906, ff.3-4.
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learning of the incident, the owners of the vessel replaced him with Donald
Trail. According to Elfzabeth Macarthur the new master proved to be a man
of even darker dye.”! |

The Neptune left Plymouth on 10 December and anchored in Stokes
Bay, Portsmouth, on the 13th where she made rendezvous with two other
transports, the Scarborough and the Surprize which were also about to
sall for New South Wales with their convict cargo.72 The Navy Board
appointed Lieutenant Shapcote as the ships' agent, charging him with the
responsibility for promoting the health and well-being of the convicts in
this fleet. It directed him to see that the convicts were kept clean, that
their living areas were aired and fumigated, and that they received their
correct allowance of provisions.? In Stokes Bay he searched the convicts'
apartments on the ANeprune and uncovered between 70 and 100 knives,
together with sundry other items including chests with brass hinges and tin
pots. Fearing their use in an uprising, he confiscated them. He also directed
that many of the chests and clothes belonging to the convicts be thrown
overboard to prevent the spread of gaol distemper.74

The second fleet was waiting for a fair wind to carry it out to sea
when Wentworth boarded the AMgpifune’> The il1-feeling prevailing on the
ship before his arrival continued. The crew, undisciplined and mutinous,
remained disorderly throughout the passage. They frequently broke into the
women's quarters, took them out of their rooms in the night and allowed

71 |bid., pp. 4-5.
72 |bid,, pp. 5-6.

73 Report of the Commisssioners of His Majesty’s Navy, 15 February 1792, Accounts and Papers,
1792, pp.62-63.

74 Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Trail, ibid.. p. 74.
73 Memorial of George Whitlock, 17 March 1790, HO 35/1.
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them to converse freely with the male convicts. Those crew members
detected in these nightly adventures were savagely flogged.76
The ships attempted to sail on S January 1790 but strong winds
forced them back. Finally, on the 17th, the small fleet weighed anchor. Three
days out to sea huge waves and strong winds battered the fleet but the
following evening the winds abated and the Neprune proceeded to False Bay
under fair conditions.”? The voyage to Port Jackson tested Wentworth's
ability to survive not only the forces of nature but also the cupidity of man.
On the 22 February the Captain of the Scarbarough notified the agent of a
planned mutiny by 17 convicts. Lieutenant Shapcote went aboard the vessel
and found the convicts guilty. He punished several who refused to confess to
the conspiracy and confined five of the alleged ringleaders for referral to
Governor Phillip.78 This development, coming on top of the discovery of
knives among the convicts on the ANepfune when still anchored in Stokes
Bay, led to a tightening of security. New procedures limited the number of
convicts exercising on deck at any one time and confined the recalcitrant
convicts in irons.79 The agent reported on 22 February that four persons had
died on board the Neprune80
Although only scant evidence is available, it appears likely that
wentworth rescued a young woman named Catherine Crowley from the
76 Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty's Navy, Statement of H.Martin et al., 1S February
1792, Accounts and Papers, 1792; Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Trail,
ibid., p. 74; Mrs Macarthur’s Journal , lgc, cit., ff. 1-10, T; Evans to J. Strest Minorys, 19

January 1792, C0201/7.

77 Mrs Macarthur's Journal, Joc.cit,

78 Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Shapcote to the Navy Board, 22 February 1790, Accounts
and Papers, 1792, pp.65-66.

9 jE_b)ﬁmt og a lstter from Governor Phillip to Mr Secretary Grenville, 13 and 17 July 1790,
,p.61.

80 Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Shapcote to the Navy Board, 22 February 1790, ibid., pp. 65-
6.
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female convicts' apartment and took her to his cabin. She had been sentenced
to seven years transportation on 30 July 1788 at the Stafford assizes for
stealing four cotton stockings, one crépe gown and other sundry items.81 The
practice of taking a convict mistress while on board a transport was a
common one. The agent Lieutenant Shapcote had a convict woman who
‘constantly attended” him.82 A young sailor John Nicol who sailed on the
Lagy Jullana in 1790 described his actions, "When we were fairly out at
sea, every man on board took a wife from among the convicts, ..for | was as
bad in this point as the others."$3 -

In calm seas, the fleet crossed the equator on 25 February. The slight
breeze which carried them over the line did little to relieve the stifling
heat or disperse the nauseating, foetid vapours issuing from the convicts’
quarters. The VOyage from England was uneventful save for a violent storm
which lashed the ship for three consecutive days prior to their arrival in
False Bay, near Cape Town.34

The ANeptune arrived there on 13 April. Fearing that some of the
convicts might attempt to escape, the captain and the agent directed that
all male convicts be ironed.85 During this month scurvy made an appearance
among the soldiers and convicts. William Gray, the surgeon on board the
Neptune, reported during their stay in False Bay that he had 103 convicts
under his charge suffering from scurvy. This number included 64 convicts in
81 A List of Persons Transported as Criminals to New South Wales in the Ships following viz. The

Neptune, Scarborough and Surprize in the month of December 1789.,HO 11/1, f. 64; List of

Female Convicts to be transported beyond the Seas, HO 31/1; Notes from 2/25 Oxford Circuit,
Crown Book, 1784-1791, Willlam Charles Wentworth's file, ADB, Canberra.

82 Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Tratl, s and Papers, 1792, p.77.
83, Nicol, The Life and A ], Edinburgh, 1822, p. 119,

B84 W, Hill toJ. Walther, 26 July 1790, C0 201/5, 1.281. See also Elizabeth Macarthur's
account of the passags, Mrs Macarthur's Journal, loc.cit,

85 Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Trail, Accounts and Pagers, 1792, p. 74.
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the last stages of the disease and 39 in its initial stage. He also stated that
one third of the soldiers were afflicted with the complaint. This
debilitating disease caused the gums to swell and the teeth to loosen and
fall out. The sufferer experienced great difficulty eating even relatively
soft foods such as rice. The flesh of the victim turned black and hard and the
sinews contracted, making movement painful. Lieutenant Shapcote reported
oh 24 April that 45 males and one female had died on board the Mepfunesé

While the convicts remained on the prison ship, Wentworth and his
fellow passengers toured the town and surrounding country. The houses in
this small settlement were uniformly whitewashed with the windows and
doors painted green. Elizabeth Macarthur found the local people unfriendly
and rude. Captain William Hill, a passenger on the Scarborough shared
Elizabeth's opinion of the avarice of the inhabitants. He described the
authorities as merchants who monopolized the whole adjacent country and
who would not supply the ships unless profits of 500 to 600 per cent were
obtained3?7 A new world of enterprise and opportunity was opening to

Wentworth who quietly and unobtrusively took note of the profits to be
made in trade.

Soon after the convoy left the Cape on 29 April, a vioient epidemic
broke out among the convicts confined in their cramped, fiithy and vermin-
ridden compartments. On 12 May the navy agent Shapcote, who had been {1l
for some time, died.88 Then, midway between the Cape and Port Jackson, the |

86 Duplicate of a letter from Mr. William Gray to Lieutenant Shapcote , 13 April 1790,
ibid..p.66; an extract of a letter from Lieutenant Shapcote to the Navy Board, 24 April 1790,
ibid., p. 68.

87 Mrs Macarthur's Journal, loc. cit., ff. 10 -11; W. Hill, loccit,, £.281.

88 Acounts of the conditions on board the Neptune vary between those 1ikely to be held accountable
for the high death rate and those not implicated. For a sample of these accounts ses; Affidavit of
Samuel Gates, late Steward of the Neptune, respecting Provisions supplied the Convicts;
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weather turned cold and heavy gales and high seas battered the ship. The
natches were battened down as huge waves lashed the ship, though not
before water washed through the lower decks. Disease preyed on
undernourished and abused bodies. For days during the violent storms the
convicts lay as the water flooded through their quarters drenching them and
their belongings. Here they remained penned in, cold, wet, sick, hungry and
some still weighed down in irons. For Wentworth, this scene of misery must
have been a sobering reminder of his fortunate escape from such a fate’9
During the last 65 days of the passage 112 convicts died from disease,
neglect and brutality. By the time the vessel reached Port Jackson, 158 of
the 511 convicts embarked on the Nepfune had perished.90 Captain Collins
recorded that on board this ship some convicts in irons had been driven to
conceal the deaths of several of their companions in order to obtain and
share the deceased's rations. Eventually the offensiveness of a rotting
corpse would alert an officer, who would see that the body was removed and
the allowance discontinued.9!

when the Nepruae sailed into Sydney on 28 June 1790 many of the
surviving convicts could scarcely move. Deterred by the notsome stench, the
Reverend Richard Johnson could not bring himself to go down among the
stricken wretches on the Neptune The suffering did not end there: many

Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Trail in Accounts and Papers 1792, pp.
70-71,73-77; Mrs Macarthur’s Journal,_loc. ¢it; W. Hill, loc. cit., f. 281, For the death
of Lieutenant Shapcote see Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty's Navy 15 February
1792, Agounts and Papers, 1792, p. 63.
89 w. Hill, loc.cit.. 1.281; Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Trail, Accounts and
Papers, pp.75-76.
90 See extracts of two letters from Governor Phillip to Mr. Secretary Grenville, 13and 17
July 1790; anextract of a letter from Lieutenant Shapcote to the Navy Board, 24 April 1790
and Remarks and Statement of the Proceedings of Donald Trail in Accounts and Papers ,1792,
pp. 61,68, 76. The Akoturne received on board an additional 12 convicts at the Cape.

91 D, Collins, An Account of the English Colony in New South Wales. vol. I, Sydney, 1975, p. 100.
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who reached the shores of their new land died within days, while others
suffered lingering or permanent debilitation. Johnson described the scene:

The landing of these people was truly affecting and
shocking; great numbers were not able to walk, nor to
move hand or foot; such were slung over the ship side
in the same manner as they would sling a cask, a box,
or anything of that nature. Upon their being brought up
to the open air some fainted, some died upon deck, and
others in the boat before they reached the shore. ..
Some creeped upon their hands and knees, and some
were carried upon the backs of others.92

William Hill accused the masters of the transports of villainy, oppression
and shameful peculation. He believed that they had deliberately withheld
provisions from the convicts in order to sell the remaining surplus in a
foreign market.93 Captain Parker, who sailed out to the colony immediately
after the second fleet stated, "the more of them(convicts) that die, the more
it redounds to the interest of the shipowners and masters, who are paid so
much a head by government, for each individual, whether they arrive in the
colony or not."%4 Phillip felt that the contractors had crowded too many on
board the vessels and that the convicts had been denied sufficient fresh air
and exercise.93 Together with many in the colony, he believed that the
masters of the vessels had cruelly neglected and ill-treated the convicts.96

92 The Reverend Richard Johnson to Mr. S. Thorton, July 1790, HRNSW. vol. I, pt. 2, p.387. See
also W.Hili, C0 201/95, f. 281; Collins, op. cit., pp. 99-100; J.Scott, Remarks on a passage
1o Botany Bay, Sydney, 1963, p.54.

93 W. Hill, C0 201/5, ff. 280-281.

94 M. A. Parker, A Yovage round the World in the Gorgon Man of War, London, 1795, pp. 72-73.

95 A. Phillip to W.W.Grenville, 13 July 1790, HRA, ser. 1, pt. 1, pp.188-189.

96 pyblic indignation over the treatment of the convicts on board the Agaiure led to
demands for an inquiry into the transportation system and for legal action to be taken against
Captain Trail. InJuly 1792 news reached the colony that steps had been taken toward
prosecuting Donald Trail. InJanuary 1792 Donald Trail and Mr Ellington, his chief mate,
stood charged with the wilful murder of Andrew Anderson, sixth mate of the Agadune one of
the convicts and Johnathon Joseph, the cook. Reports in London at this time indicated that the
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Wentworth surely witnessed the suffering, neglect and abuse of the
convicts; as a doctor he might even have rendered assistance to the sick and
dying, yet he remained silent.

Captain Trail occupied a powerful position on board his ship because
he exercised ultimate control over the allocation of living quarters and the
distribution of essential provisions. He did not depend on the convicts'
labour for the well-being of the ship's community or for his own survival,
indeed, their death proved a financial bonus. This situation made them
particularly susceptible to his will. Furthermore, he appeared blind to, or
unconcerned with, the likelihood of official or public censure for his
behaviour and clearly ignored the guidelines, governing the transportation of
convicts, set out by the Navy Board. As master of his ship, Trail placed
himself above the law. Most significantly, he lacked a basic and genuine
concern for the welfare of others, particularly convicts.

Unrestrained by humane sentiments and unhindered by moral
constraints, Trail callously abused his authority in order to advance his own
interests. Thus, he even managed to intimidate Captain Nicholas Nepean, the
commander of the troops, and Shapcote, the navy agent.

Within days of leaving England, Nepean and Shapcote quickly assessed
the mode of behaviour most likely to promote their welfare while on board
the vessel. Nepean refused to act when Lieutenant Macarthur requested him
to intervene on behalf of a group of soldiers who complained about portions
of their ration being purloined. Nepean informed Macarthur that the master

accused had attempted to avoid prosecution by absconding. Thomas Evans, who spearheaded the

move to have Trail prosecuted, suggested that the accused had gone into hiding until the

witnesses had gone to sea. The ploy succeeded and the trial was conducted on 8 June1792 when

both were honourably acquitted. Collins, op.cit., p187;T. Evans toJ. Street Minorys, 19
January 1792, C0 201/7; Annual Register, vol. 34, 1792, p. 23.
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of the ship "does everything to oblige me, and | must give up some points to
him."97 On Sunday 31 January 1790 the gallery door was nailed up, forcing
the Macarthurs to use the common passageway inhabited by the female
convicts. Macarthur sought Lieutenant Shapcote's intervention but he replied
that he would not quarrel with Captain Trail for any man.98

Both Nepean and Shapcote, recognized the extent of Captain Trail's
power and his readiness to exploit it. They appreciated how his will could
have a far-reaching impact on their daily lives; rather than confront this
power, as Macarthur set out to do, they chose to conciliate it. Under
conditions where the captain wielded such power, they preferred to ensure
their own welfare, leaving other people to follow their example. Indeed, as
noted by Elizabeth Macarthur, the maxim "every man for himself" dictated
the conduct of those on board the ANeprune%9

Macarthur stood alone and impotent in his challenge against Tratl. The
Captain had gathered about him a circle of supporters who, through fear of
reprisals and a desire for privileges, chose not to cross him. Macarthur's
endeavours to bring about changes on the Nepfune met resistance and
vindictiveness. At an early stage on the voyage Macarthur, who sensed his
inability to prevail over Trail's power, accepted defeat and escaped from the
captain's iron rule by trans'ferrmg to the Scarboroughto0

There is no indication of Wentworth's social position on board this
ship. Official documents designate him the only free passenger, the other

97 Mrs Macarthur's Journal, loc cit., p. 9.

98 Ibid., pp. 9-10.

99 1bid., D. 7.

100 jpid,, pp.10. On the 19 February 1790, a hot, calm day, when the Neptune was six degrees
north of the Equator Macarthur, his wife and young son left the Aeptune taking their

belongings with them. Elizabeth rejoiced at quitting a vessel of "tyranny, insult and every
species of oppression.”
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passengers being recorded as troops, convicts, or wives and children of
convicts.t01 According to Elizabeth Macarthur, Mr and Mrs Trail, Lieutenant
Shapcote and Mr Nepean formed an elite coterie on board the Neptune She
did not cite Wentworth as a member of this group, nor did she mention him
in relation to her own friends.102 |t seems probable that he kept to himself
on this voyage, or joined the company of the two medical gentiemen on
board, William Gray the ship's surgeon, and a surgeon's mate in the New
South Wales Corps.193  Wentworth's political stance on the Aepruze also
remains unclear. It appears likely that he imitated Nepean and Shapcote in
attempting to make himself as agreeable as possible to those in authority
and followed the maxim "Every man for himself."

During 1789 numerous published accounts of Botany Bay appeared
throughout Britain. Although some purported to be authentic accounts
written by officers recently returned from that settlement, they tended to
contain embellished interpretations of material contained in Watkin Tench's
book. These accounts, including Tench's work and a book, published by

Stockdale and compiled from offictal papers, presented promising reports
of the settlement.104

101 Memorial of George Whitlock 17 March 1790, HO 35/1; State of the Three Convict Ships at
Spithead, 21 December 1789 C0201/4,f. 169

102 Mrs Macarthur Journal, log. ¢it, 1.5.

103 Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Navy, 15 February 1792, in Accounts and
Papers 1792, p.63.

104 The following Is a Hst of books about New Soutn Wales pubnsnea fn 1 789 and 1790; An
Officer, An Authen Irna 5 o Botany Bay: with
mﬁmmmﬁm_&ngmﬂ_mmm&gn London 1789 An Officerjust returned in
the Prince of Wales, hentic and In ive L ate Expedition to Botany
MMMMMMH nd The F1 Seven Transport Ships under

his Command, London, 1789; An Officer of the Late Expedition to Botany Bay, An Authentic
andlnterestmg Narrative, Facsimile series 12, Sydney, 1798 A, Phillip, The Yoyage of

ernor Phillip to Botan ith f lon f
Jackson and Norfolk island, compiled from Authentic Papers, London 1789; W. Tench,

1789, gp.cit.;J.White, Journal of a Yovage to New South Wales, (originally printed London,
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When Richard Johnson read one of these accounts he regarded it as far
too flattering and another colonist, Richard Campbell, denounced the one he
read as villainous. He maintained that the people at home were not only
deceived about the state of the colony, but that unfavourable reports
displeased and offended them.105 Britons wanted to know the good news.
The encouraging reports from Sydney buoyed the hopes of those going out to
the colony and allayed their fears. Elizabeth Macarthur, before sailing on the
second fleet to Botany Bay wrote to her mother,

By the last accounts from Port Jackson - where the
New Settlement is established - we learn that wheat
which had been sown flourished in a manner nearly
incredible and - that the Settlers are making rapid
progress in buildings, so that by the time our Corps
arrives, everything will be made comfortable for
their reception.106

The numerous available accounts of the voyage of the first fleet and
their settlement at Port Jackson did not prepare Wentworth for the
realities of the transportation system and of colonial life in New South
wales. While he had read promising accounts of the "goodness” of the soil
and the "fineness” of the climate the exiles strained their eyes toward the
empty horizon anxiously awaiting the arrival of store ships with food
supplies and word from home. David Blackburn wrote to his sister: ".. the
year[1789] Ended without Any Arrivals. The situation of the Colony became
Alarming &, In Case the Expected Ships Should not Arrive, famine Without
the Means of Relief was Apprehended."197 These published accounts gave no

Sydney, 1962,

103 R, Johnson to H. Fricker, 21 August 1790, R. Johnson, Some Letters of the Reverend Richard
Johnson, pt. I, 6. Mackaness(ed.), Sydney, 1954, p.35; J. Campbell to Dr Farr, 24 March
1791, M.L.Doc. 1174

106 £, Macarthur to her mother, 8 October 1789, Macarthur Papers, A2908.
107 p. Blackburn to M. Blackburn, 12 August 1790, Correspondence between Lieutenant
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indication of the despair and physical deprivation endured by the early
colonists. They did not reveal the faction fighting and interminable petty
squabbles that beset colonial life nor could they prepare Wentworth for the
suffering and death he was to witness on the Aepfune When he stepped
ashore at Port Jackson he gazed upon a miserable garrison camp composed
of wooden barracks and thatched huts, a world apart from Portadown, or Mr
sinclair’'s respectable residence in York, or even his humble abode in Oxford
Market.108

Blackburn R.N. and his Sister Margaret Blackburn 1785 - 1795, AJCP, M971.

108 See Dr. Harris's reaction to Port Jackson, Letter from John Harris, 20 March 1791, Dr.
John Harris Papers, M.L. A1597,1.2.
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Chapter 2
On Probation 1790 - 1796.

The sight of English ships sailing into the harbour during June 1790
enlivened the residents of Sydney Town who had, since the beginning of the
year, drifted into a state of physical and mental torpor. Reduced rations of
Jess than one half the established allowance, the dread of starvation as the

crops repeat'ed]'y failed and the inhabitants grow"ing' se'n'é'e" of isolation and
neglect enervated bodies and minds. In April 1790 Governor Phillip had
reduced the hours of labour and halted the progress on public works.1
Richard Johnson compared their situation to being "buried alive."2

wentworth witnessed the colony awaken from its lethargy. With the
restoration of full rations and the reassuring presence of English ships in
the harbour, a new phase began. Hours of labour were restored to normal;
convicts started the construction of new buildings, including a brick
storehouse In Sydney; Phillip laid the plans for a town at Rose Hill and
ordered large tracts to be cleared for cultivation3

The newcomers were quickly assimilated. The detachment of the New
South Wwales Corps disembarked from the transports, some taking up

1D. Southwell in a letter to his uncle in April 1790 wrote,“We are now at less than half
Allowance, and some Articles of Diet are deficient, having been consumed. We are
now on the Brink of going three on one man's Dividend.” D.Southwell to W. Butler, 14
April 1790, Letter XII, Daniel Southwell Papers, British Library, London, AJCP M1538,
£.161. The colony was put on two third ration from 1 November 1789 andon less than
half from 11 April 1790, Governor Phillip to Lord Sydney, 12 February 1790 and
Governor Phillip to Lord Sydney 11 April 1790, HRNSW, vol. I, pt. 11, pp.299, 326-
3217.

2 Rev. R. Johnson to H.Ficker, 9 April 1790, op.cit, pt. I, p. 27.
3 W. Tench, Sydney's First Four Years, Sydney, 1961, p. 174; Collins gp. cit., p. 103.
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residence in the marines’ barracks at Sydney, others assuming military
duties at Rose Hill. Most of the recent arrivals settled into the daily routine
of colonial 1ife with the able-bodied convicts assisting with construction or
cultivation.

For Wentworth , however, Sydney was not to be his new home. Governor
Phillip greeted his unannounced arrival with suspicion and, despite the
advantages to be gained from employing Wentworth on the medical staff,
Phillip was cautious about offering him an appointment. He directed
wentworth to proceed to Norfolk Island as assistant to the surgeon there
and promised him that {f he behaved well he would be permitted to return to
Sydney. Clearly the young exile was on probation.4

Wentworth was deeply concerned that his friends in England had
failed to secure him an appointment in New South Wales. Before leaving
England, he had feared that Whitehall would not sanction his employment in
the colony and had pressed his acquaintances to rectify the matter. While on
board the Mepiune at Portsmouth, he received a placatory letter dated 16
January 1790 from Thomas Hill, assuring him that he would not be neglected
and encouraging him to believe that Under Secretary Nepean had written to
Phillip about his appointment3 Wentworth now realized that he was not
only a stranger in this new world but that his position in the colony was in
doubt and his future uncertain. Furthermore, without his network of friends,
he lacked the support and security he had enjoyed in England. Dejected and
confused, he followed the governor's directive and prepared for his next

4 There is no correspondence which deals directly with Wentworth's transfer to
Norfolk Island, Later letters, however, indicate Phillip's attitude towards Wentworth's
arrival in the colony and his removal to the island. See Governor Phillip to Lt. Gov'r
King, 3 January and 30 November 1792, King Letterbook, M.L. C187, pp. 83, 128.

ST. Hill to D. Wentworth, 16 January 1790, Wentworth Papers,A751, 1. 20.
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destination.

The name Norfolk Island was probably as unfamiliar to Wentworth as
to the other people ordered to proceed to that isolated Pacific outpost. it
was a small island, five miles long and three miles wide, situated a week's
to a fortnight's sail east-north-east of Sydney.6 Captain James Cook, when
commanding the Reso/ution discovered this previously uncharted isiand on
11 October 1774. Published accounts of his find appeared in Britain in 1777
and depicted the island as an uninhabited, secluded, pretty spot where the
flax plant, the giant spruce pine and the cabbage tree flourished in rich and
deep soil. Cook and other members of his expedition commented on the
spectacular variety of birds which visited the isle, and the abundance of
fish to be caught in its waters. The expeditionary party spent only one day
on Norfolk and experienced no difficulty in landing, but they did refer to the
rocky outcrops jutting from the shoreline? The favourable reports,
especially on the presence of flax and pines, impressed government officials
who, when outlining Phillip's instructions, directed him to establish a small
settiement there8

On 15 February 1788 Lieutenant Philip Gidley King left Sydney for
Norfolk fsland with 21 carefully chosen people, including nine male and six

6 J. Hunter, An Historical Journal of the Transactions At Port Jackson and Norfolk
Island, London, 1793, p. 194; 6.B.Worgan, Journal of 3 First Fleet Surgeon, Sydney,
1978, p.8; ABowes Symth, The Journal of Acthur Bowes Symth, Sydney, 1979, p.66.

7 J. Cook A Yoyage Towards the South Pole, and Round the World Performed in His

iesty's Ships the Resolution and Adventure in the Years | 7 774and 177
vol. 11, London, 1777, pp. 147-149; 6. Forster, A Yoyage Round the World in His
Majesty's Ship Resolution, vol. 11, London, 1777, pp. 444-446. Ses also J. Cook, The
Journal of H.M.S. Resolution 1772-1775, facsimile of MS 27886, Sydney, 1981 The
Memoirs of John Elliott in Captain Cook's Second Vovage, C. Holmes(ed.), London, 1984,
pp. 35-36; John Marra's Journal in Journal of the Resolution's Yovage in 1771-17795,
Amsterdam, 1967, pp. 301-302.

8 HRA, ser. i, vol. I, p.13.
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female convicts, as well as supplies and provisions for six months. They
arrived on the 29th but, uniike Cook, found difficulty in finding a safe
landing site. They circled the island for five days before locating a suitable
bay. This small party ifmmediately started to clear the ground, erect
shelters and sow a variety of grain and vegetable seeds. Despite setbacks in
the cultivation of crops, King reported favourably on the settlement's
progress. In response, Phillip periodically sent additional soldiers and
convicts to augment their numbers.9

Some colonists, such as Captain James Campbell, reserved their
judgement on the island. Writing to England in November 1788 he informed
his friend, Francis Reynolds: "Norfolk, we are told, is a most fertile spot,
and we are wished to believe it a second Paradise - but be it what it will, it
IS s0 very difficult of access that four or five lives have already been lost
in the surf which surrounds it."10 As Wentworth would appreciate, Campbell
did not exaggerate the dangers of the seas that broke on the coast of the
island. On 4 March 1788 Jonathon Jays, a marine quartermaster, drowned in
the waters off the island while attempting to catch a turtle. John Batchelor,
another marine, drowned in Sydney Bay at Norfolk Island on 15 June 1788
after being thrown overboard by the unpredictable surf. A similar accident,
claiming the Tives of four men, occurred in the Bay on 6 August of the same
year when heavy seas swamped and overturned a small craft going out to
meet incoming boats from the Supp/y .1t Although no lives were lost, the
wreck of the Sius at Norfolk on 19 March 1790, drove home to the

9 A. Bowes Smyth, op.cit., p. 65; P.6.King, The Journal
Lieutenant, RN, 1787-1790, (reproduction of manuscript Safe 1/16, M.L.), Sydney,
1980, pp.40-42; Worgan, op. ¢it,, p.38.

10 J, Campbell to F. Reynolds, November 1788, M.L. AC145.

11 p 6.King, Journal 1787-1790, 0p.cit., pp. 44, 87, 103-105; J. Scott, gp. cit., p.40.
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colonists in New South Wales the treachery of the surf. She had struck a
reef while transferring Major Robert Ross, two companies of marines and
over 200 convicts from Sydney.!2

In gaining knowledge about his new home, Wentworth became aware
not only of the savage sea but also of the prevailing fears for the safety of
those on the island.!3 Relieved at being delivered from the brink of
starvation, the residents of Sydney Town turned their thoughts to the plight
of those left on the secluded settlement. The last communication with the
remote outpost brought the grim news of the 1oss of the 'S)rfua The accident
had occurred before provisions for the settlement could be landed and the
armed tender Swpply, which had accompanied the Sir7us on this exercise,
put to sea without knowing if any of the provisions might be saved. King,
who was returning to Sydney on his way to England, brought word of the
disaster.14 He left behind a group of people without any means of escape or
communication with the outside world, a community whose numbers had
been trebled in one week from 149 to 498 including 80 men from the Sir/us.
The 30 acres of cleared land could not supply the needs of the settlers.

12 For accounts of the loss of the Sirtus see; Hunter, op.cit,, pp. 175-178; W. Bradley, A
Yovage to New South Wales 1786-1792, facsimile edition, Sydney, 1969, pp. 193-97;
N.Fowsell to his Father, 31 July 1790, reprinted in Sydney Morning Herald, 31 July
1987, p.8; Extract of a letter from an Officer, 14 April 1790, HRNSW, vol. 2, p. 759.

Most contemporary accounts of Norfolk Island mention the dangerous surf. Ses
Worgan , op, cit., p. 41; White, op.cit., p.164.

13 Elzabeth Macarthur wrote of the fears held by the colonists for those on Norfolk island, “We
had every hope that the supplies might arrive in time to prevent any fatal consequences; yet as
we could have no certainty of that till some ship should arrive here that might be dispatch'd to
know the particulars of their fate, our minds were never perfectly easy on their account.” E.
Macarthur to friends in England, 7 March 1791, HRNSW, vol. i1, p.495.

14 Collins, op. cit., p.98; D. Southwell to W. Butler, 27 July 1790, Southwell Papers,

AJCP, M1538.
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Their survival depended on their success in retrieving supplies and
provisions from the wreck.!13

Troubled and insecure, the young surgeon boarded the Surprize Exile
held no joy. He faced another voyage aboard a convict transport, acutely
aware of his most recent experiences on the hellship Maptune This young
doctor must also have worried over the well-being of his companion
Catherine Crowley who was due to give birth to their first child within
weeks. Moreover, he could only speculate on the fate of those he was about
to ]oln at this lonely outpost wentworth and Catherine together with two
superintendents, a deputy commissary, 35 female convicts and 150 male
convicts sailed for their new home.!16

Laden with provisions, the wstinian left ’Sydney Cove on 28 July
1790 and the Surprize followed her on 1 August.!? After a speedy passage
the Swrprize came in sight of Norfolk Island during the Této afternoon of the
7th. The Justinian had arrived earlier that day and lay offshore. Anxious for
despatches from Port Jackson and letters from home, Lieutenant Ralph
Clark, a marine officer who had lived on the island since the previous March,
boarded the Swrprize just after sunset.!8

He spoke of the distressed circumstances of their new home and of
their timely appearance. Since the wreck of the Siriug ‘the islanders had
been under martial law and on reduced rations. Indeed, the arrival of the

15 Lieutenant Ktng‘s Journal in Hunter, op.cit., pp. 379, 400.

16 Sea 1.n. 23, p.53; Collins, op, cit., p. 106. Collins records that 150 female and 35 male
convicts sailed, but this seems unlikely particularly in light of King's figures on
Norfolk Isiand in November 1791, Ses tn. 56, p. 64. He probably meant that 150 maie
and 35 female convicts embarked for Norfolk Island.

17 {bid ; Scott, op. ¢it., p.54.

18 R, Clark, The Journal And Letters of Lt Ral nn Clark 1787-1792, Sydney, 1981,
pp. 156-157.
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Justinian and Surprize had forestalled the implementation of even more
desperate measures. On this day Ross had proposed to reduce the ration to
21bs of flour and one pint of rice per week. He also had intended to introduce
a law which allowed for the execution of any person who deserted their
work for a week or more. The residents on Norfolk were overjoyed at their
rescue when all their hope for such deliverance had faded.!?

The following day the ships moved closer to Sydney Bay. Despite fine
weather, moderate north westerly winds and calm waters, Captain John
" Hunter, the former commander of the unfortunate Sir7us directed Lieutenant
William Bradley and Mr Donovan to board the ships and advise the masters on.
the peculiar dangers of the surf. Giving priority to the unloading of urgently
needed provisions for the settlement, Major Ross ordered the convicts to
stay on board. Captain Hunter remained as supervisor at the landing site and
the small boats carrying the provisions were manned by seamen from the
Sirius as a precaution against accident.20

The clear weather provided Wentworth with the opportunity to survey
his w/tima Thule From the Surprize he saw a small well-wooded and hiily
island with its towering pines. He also observed the boiling surf swirling
about the jagged rocks and submerged reefs, and contemplated both the
beauty and the perils of his place of sojourn.2! The weather continued fine
for the succeeding days and the landing of supplies and provisions proceeded
without mishap. On Thursday, 12 August, the winds freshened and the surf

19 Bradley, op. cit., p.206; Hunter, op. cit., p.' 190; Major Ross to the Right Honourable
W.W.Grenville, 29 August 1790, C0201/9,1.8.

20 Bradiey, op. cit., p. 210; Hunter, gp. ¢it., p. 188.

21 For contemporary descriptions of Norfolk Island see; Bradley, op. cit., pp.213-214;
Correspondence between David Blackburn and his sister Margaret, 17 March 1791,
loc. cit.; Cook, 1777, 0p. cit., pp.147-149; Forster, op. cit., pp. 444-446; King's
Description of Norfolk Island, 10 January 1791,C0 201/9, ff. 354-358.
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began to rise, preventing further landings. The ships retreated to the
opposite side of the island and sheltered in Cascade Bay.22 On the following
day, the 13th, the winds turned squally and, while the Swprize harboured
in the protected and calmer waters of the Bay, Catherine Crowley gave birth
to a son named William.23

On the 16th, when the winds had abated, the ships moved to Sydney
Bay where the tedious business of unloading provisions and convicts
recommenced. The journey from the ship, through the narrow passage in the
reef to the shore, filled many of the passengers with terror and must surely
have frightened Catherine Crowley with her new born babe. The wrecked
hulk of the Sirrus still impaled on the rocks, stood as an ominous symbol.
Despite the care taken in ferrying the convicts and provisions from the
Surpize to the fsland, the violence of the surf again struck. On Tuesday 17

22 Clark, op.cit., p.158.

23 A number of conflicting dates are given for William's birth. C. A Liston gives his
birth date at about the time of D'Arcy's arrival on Norfolk Island or soon after. See C.
A.Liston"William Charles Wentworth—- The Formative Years 1810-1824," JRAHS, June
1976, vol. 62, pt. I, p. 20; A.C.Y. Melbourne maintains he was born in the later part of
1792. See A.C.Y. Melbourne, YWilliam Charles Wentworth, Brisbane 1934. p. 6.
H.P.Barker, suggests that Willtam was born just before 7 August 1790 and questions
whether D'Arcy was his natural father. H.P.Barker, 'D'Arcy Wentworth', M.A. thesis,
1971, University of New England, pp.7-10. The Norfolk Island Victualling Book compiled, it
appears, from 1792, records William's arrival on the island as beingon 7 August
1790. As noted above Ross issued orders for the urgently needed provisions to be
unloaded first. The book recorded D'Arcy's arrival on the island on 13 August 1790. It
sesms unlikely that Catherine would have disembarked before the 13th. While dates
tend to become hazy with the passing of time, particular circumstamces associated
with dates do not blur so easily, thus | have given weight to the family tradition that
Willtam was born aboard ship between Sydney and Norfolk. | have settledon the 13
August because this is the exact date given by D'Arcy in a letter dated 30 November
1811 although he gives the year of birth as 1791, As evidence suggests that D'Arcy
was on board the Neptune before 21 December 1789 there is no difficuity in naming
him the father although William would have been a month prematurs. Norfolk
Island Yictualling Book, M.LA1958, pp. 16, 75a; D. Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam,
30 November 1811, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments; affidavit of E.L.
Wentworth, item 81 and affidavit of F.K.Resve, item 83 in D'Arcy Wentworth ,
Miscelaneous Material MSS 8/4; State of the Three Convict Ships at Spithead under
orders to proceed to New South Wales, 21 December 1789, C.0. 201/4, f. 169.
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August a succession of huge waves hit a boat carrying convicts and casks of
salt provisions from the Swporize The sea lifted the boat and tossed it
against the rocks where it disintegrated within two minutes. Thrown into
the surf, the passengers fought against a strong tide running out from the
shore. A convict Jonathon Roberts dived into the sea in an attempt to rescue
some of the victims but, he too, was carried out by the current. Three
managed to struggle ashore, yet seven souls perished: three female convicts
and a child, two seamen from the S/r/us and Roberts. This tragedy affected
everyone 1in the community, heightening their awareness of the
precariousness of existence.24

By 28 August all the provisions and convicts had been landed. The
Surprize put to sea on the 29th bound for China and the Jséiniansailed on
the ensuing day. As contact with the outside world was again severed, the
residents turned their attention to the immediate and pressing needs of
survival. Major Ross discontinued martial law and restored full allowances.
Labour re-commenced on public works; people began to clear ground, build
shelters and plant seeds. The inhabitants gradually recovered from the
months of hardship and anguish. Captain Hunter, his own spirits revived by
the arrival of supplies and provisions, observed how gloomy dejection and
pale sickly looks were temporarily transformed into cheerful and happy
appearances. After months of disquiet, confusion and uncertainty,
Wentworth could begin to build a new life for himself and his young family
in a remote and alien part of the world.25

Before long, however, poor morale again beset the community,
undermining Major Ross's attempts to forge this motley collection of

24 Bradiey, op. cit., pp. 210-211; Clark, op. cit., p. 159; Hunter, op. cit, pp. 188-9.
25 Bradley, op. cit., p. 211; Hunter, op. cit., p. 190.
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marines, seamen, civil officers and convicts into a cooperative, industrious
unit. The population of Norfolk Island comprised some 580 persons,
consisting of 94 civil, military and free persons, 78 men belonging to the
Sirius, 240 male convicts, 132 female convicts and 36 children. Rather than
coalesce into a community motivated by common purpose and guided by
shared goals, the settiement fractured into rival groups.26

Dissatisfied with the 1iving and working conditions, and restive under
the constraints imposed by a penal establishment, a number of convicts
resisted authority. Their offences included neglect of duty, msolence\ and
disobedience. Thomas Street left his place of work on 4 September 1790 and
absconded into the woods to live with two other runaway convicts. Phoebe
Flattery received 26 lashes at Charlotte Field on 6 October 1790 for
repeatedly going into town without leave. William Colling and James McKay
bore welts from the 30 lashes they each received on 15 November 1790 for
encouraging other convicts to apply for additional free time. Despite the
vicious floggings, some convicts continued to test the limits of authority
and the administration's ability to enforce obedience.2?

Tensions were not confined to relations between the bond and the
free. An undercurrent of discord coursed through the community. wWithin the
administration itself rivairy, jealousy and discontent soured relationships.
The main administrative body on the island comprised of officers from the
Sirius and the marine officers. Major Ross, the commanding officer, was

26 Thess figures are only approximations based on King's figures given tn March 1790
with the addition of those who arrived in the Surprize allowing for the seven deaths
in the accident on the 17 August 1790, The number of children was probably greater.
King's Journal in Hunter, op. ¢it., p. 400; Collins, op. cit., p.106. See fn. 16, p. 51 for my
comments on Collings figures.

27 Clark, op. cit.. pp. 162, 165, 169. Thesa are only a few examples drawn from Clark's
journal.
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followed in seniority by Captain Hunter and Lieutenant Bradley from the
Sirivg and the marine officers George Johnston, John Creswell, Robert
Kellow, John Johnstone, Ralph Clark and William Faddy.28 By the time of
Wentworth's arrival on Norfolk, the marine officers had already ostracised
Lieutenant Kellow from their society because of his mischief-making. I11-
feeling and jealousy also developed between Ralph Clark and his messmates.
Clark believed that his fellow officers, particularly Lieutenant Creswell,
resented his being favoured by Major Ross.29

A far more serious rift occurred between the officers of the Sirius
and those of the marines which resulted in the formation of two distinct
camps. Ralph Clark summed up the situation when he wrote, "In Short every
Officer of the Sirius here has followed ther Captain & l1st. Lieutenants
Steps So much So that thely] often have breached Major Ross without paying
him the least Compliment."30

wentworth entered this community as a stranger. He encountered an
unfamiliar society with its {l11-defined and unstable soctal networks. Cut off
from his past, confused with the present and anxious about his future, he
faced a perfod of adjustment. Newcomers, {f not instinctively aware of the
need for prudence, were soon advised to be circumspect and discreet.
Familiar with the politics of their community, the old hands counselled
initiates like Wentworth to live quietly for a while, to remain unobtrusive

28| based the order of seniority on signatures given to Proclamations issued 26 March
1790, C0 201/9, ff. 4-6.

29 Clark, op. cit., p. 154; Kellow had alleged that Lieutenant Faddy had uttered some
uncomplimentary words about the commanding officer; his brother officers deeming his
behaviour unworthy of an officer and a gentleman, refused to associate with him.

30 R. Clark toJ. Campbell, 10 February 1791, ibid., pp. 287-288.
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and tight-lipped - regardless of provocation or injured feelings - and to be
careful in forming friendships.31

Dennis Considen befriended Wentworth and endeavoured to make him
feel as comfortable as possible in his new surroundings.32 Considen, also a
doctor, had arrived in New South Wales with the first fleet as surgeon on
the Scarborough. In March 1790 he had transferred to Norfolk Island as a
member of Ross's contingent. Wentworth benefited from his relationship
with Considen in a number of ways. He had the friendship of a seasoned
colonist who advised him on the social composition of the colony,
identifying the turbulent and the machinators. As a keen natural historian
and as a colleague, Considen also taught him about using indigenous plants
for the treatment of sickness. Dennis had already been successful with the
infusion of an indigenous myrtle as a mild and safe astringent in treating
dysentery. Considen had sent numerous specimens of native flora and fauna
home to Sir Joseph Banks.33 In this isolated, insular and divided community,
Considen offered the young doctor guidance and support.

Each day during his first six months on Norfolk [sland, Wentworth
walked from Sydney Bay to Charlotte Field to attend the sick. The site had
been chosen by Major Ross in June 1790 as a suitable location for the

31 There are numerous examples of this type of advice being offered to newcomers,
both bond and fres. See the advice offered to John Grant by the judge-advocate
Richard Atkins, and Major Johnston and Lieutenant Kemp of the New South Wales
Corps in J.Grant to his mother, 2 May 1804, Folder 14, . Grant Papers, N.L.,MS 737, .
7. See also advice given to Daniel Paine by Governor Hunter in D. Paine, The Journal
of Danial Paine, Sydney, 1983, p. 30; J. Holt, The Memoirs of Joseph Holt, vol. 1,
London, n.d., pp.70-74; M. Margarot to R. Lathrop Murray, 23 March 1815, Murray
Robert Lathrop Letters received 1801-1848, vol. 1, M.LA4435, ff.81-3.

32 0n 24 February 1804 Considen wrote to D'Arcy chastising him for not writing, stating
“1 am confident | endeavoured to Render your Situation as Comfortable as | could
while | was on Norfolk Island.” D. Considen to D. Wentworth, 24 February 1804 ,
Wentworth Papers, A751, f. 134.

33 D, Considen to J. Banks, 18 November 1788, HRNSW, vol. I, pt. i, p. 220.
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establishment of a government farm. Captain Johnston, a company of
marines and a party of convicts began clearing the ground on the 17th.
Situated two miles inland and to the west of Sydney Bay the area was well
watered, level, and regarded by the islanders as a charming spot.34

The daily walk to this outstation gave Wentworth opportunities to
observe the beauty of his surroundings. The land rolled to hills and fell to
valleys which, according to Hunter, resembled "the waves of the sea in a
gale of wind." The track from Sydney to Charlotte Field cut through a wood
which was choked with undergrowth and alive with the sounds of many
colourful birds. The trees and plants flowered constantly and from Mount
Pitt flowed several fine streams that teemed with eels .35

The inhabitants praised Norfolk Island for its wholesome air and
salubrious climate. In a letter dated 26 August 1790 Clark remarked that
since the first settlement only one person, an old woman, had died from
natural causes. On the 10th day of the following October Clark recorded the
first male to die a natural death. The most common 1{llnesses that
wentworth treated were dysentery and diarrhoea. The major cause of death
was drowning, but some were killed when felling trees. One baby had
perished through neglect.36

On 11 February 1791, after many months of waiting, the seamen from

the Sirius boarded the Suop/ly and salled for Port Jackson, pleased to be
leaving a place which had been a source of distress and vexation. Until this
stage Wentworth had avoided involvement in any squabble or dispute and had
managed to remain on amicable terms with officers from both factions.

34 Clark, op. ¢it,, p.142; Bradley, op. cit., pp. 204-205.

35 Hunter, 0p. cit., p. 196; King's Journal , ibid., pp. 388-394; P.G.King, Description of
Norfolk Island, 10 January 1791, C0201/9,1.354.

36 Clark, op. cit., pp. 165, 285.
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Captain Hunter carried favourable reports about Wentworth to Governor
Phillip and Clark, who remained on the island, spoke of him with respect.3?

Al the beginning of February 1791 convicts began to build a house for
wentworth at Charlotte Field, yet he continued to feel insecure and
uncertain about his prospects38 He wrote to Governor Phillip on 10
February, seeking intelligence about his position in the colony. Through
David Collins, the governor informed him that he was perfectly satisfied
with his conduct on Norfolk and that he would determine his future
residence and employment as soon as he received directions from England.
Wentworth remained sceptical. Since his arrest and trial for highway
robbery 14 months previously, he had lived in purgatory and Phillip's
response offered no release.3?

In April 1791 Wentworth’'s home was completed and he took up
residence. {t seems likely that Catherine Crowley and her son, William
moved in with him, but he deliberately kept his domestic life private40 A
friend in Ireland remarked that, in his letters home, Wentworth often
referred to his sons but never mentioned his wife4l A list of landholders

37D, Collins to D. Wentworth, 21 March 1791, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, f. 293;
Clark, op. cit., p. 184.

38 Clark. op.cit., p. 180.

39 Letter written by D'Arcy to Governor Phillip not extant but its contents can be
gleaned from Collins's response to it. D.Collins to D. Wentworth, 23 March 1791,
Wentworth Papers, A 754-2, f. 293.

40 For a comprehensive examination of the relationships that convict women formed in
the colony see P.Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, Macquarie University, 1988,

41 Authors name unclear to H.W. Keays Young, 22 March 1883, Item 74, D'Arcy
Wentworth Miscellaneous, M.L. MSS8/3. H.W. Keays Young was helping the
Wentworth Family establish their family pedigree. See correspondence; 27 January
and S February 1886, Wentworth Papers, M.L. A760, ff. 439-448, |n correspondence with
Lord Fitzwilliam's son after Wentworth's death, Charles Cookney revealed that D'Arcy had
sired two sons by the first woman with whom he had lived and a host of children by others. C.
Cookney to Earl Fitzwilliam , July 1834, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
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dated 18 October 1796 recorded Wentworth as married, but this probably
indicated a ¢ 7acto relationship42 Cohabitation and illegitimacy were
accepted features of colonial life and Lieutenants King, Johnston and Kellow
were but three of the many officers whose convict mistresses bore them
children.43
in April 1791 discontent and tension produced a serious breakdown in
military diéclpnne. The dispute arose between the marines and their
officers. On Saturday the 9th Major Ross had ordered that no more than
three-quarters of the allowance was Lo be issued to the civil and military.
The soldlers refused to accept their provisions from the storekeeper,
alleging that the convicts were advantaged because they had gardens. Clark
captured the mood of the soldiers when he stated that they were trying to
establish who was master, Major Ross or themselves. With his officers
support, Ross stood firm and the soldiers reluctantly acquiesced. 44
Disgruntled with their 1iving conditions and with the degree of self-
denial and personal sacrifice demanded of them, the marines challenged
thelr supertors. Drawn together by their sense of belonging and commitment,
they united in defence of a common interest. They set themselves apart
from, and above, the convicts and stood opposed to their officers. Although

42 present State of His Majesty's Settlement on Norfolk Island, 18 October 1796,
C0201/18, 1. 150-1. For further comment on this type of relationship see Robinson,
. cit., pp. 200-5.

43 Sea ADB, vols. | and I1; D. Chapman, 1788 The People of the First Flest, Sydney, 1986.
For contemporary opinions see M. Hayes to his sister Mary, 2 November 1802, N.L. MS
246, 6. Thompson, Slavery and Famine Punishments for Sedition or An Account of
the Miseries and Starvation at Botany Bay, privately printed by G. Mackaness,
Sydney, 1947, p. 37; T. Watling, mn_ﬁmuummmmmmmm
Dumfries, privately printed by G. Mackaness, Sydney, 1945, pp. 34-35.

44 Clark remarked on the dangerous situation: “never was Club Law near taking place in any part
of the World than it was in this... for our men here are the Most Mutinious Set | ever was
amongst and are ripe for rising against any Authority.” Clark, op, ¢it., p. 192.
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they finally obeyed the orders of their commanding officer, their readiness
Lo question authority formed an emerging pattern of behaviour which their
successors, the soldiers of the New South Wales Corps, were soon to
follow.45

On 15 April 1791 a small detachment of the New South wales Corps
arrived at Norfolk Island on board the Supp/v Captain William Hill,
Lieutenant Edward Abbott and Ensign Prentice together with one sergeant, a
corporal, drummer and 10 private soldiers replaced Johnston, Creswell and
13 marines on the island. Their numbers would grow to three officers, a
chaplain and 73 noncommissioned officers and privates by March 1793.
Thomas Jamison also returned to Norfolk as assistant to Mr Considen.46

Discord soon arose between the officers of the marines and those of
the New South Wales Corps. Ross thought it best to separate the two
factions and on 13 August 1791 ordered the New South Wales Corps to
Phillipburgh. This camp was situated on the north side of the island.47 The
move eased the tensions between the two officer factions, but infighting -
particularly between the soldiers of the New South Wales Corps and their
officers - created unease. Between the months of May and October 1791 at
least nine soldiers appeared before courts martial. This mottled settlement

45 |bid,, pp.192-3. John Ascott, the first soldier to break solidarity and accept his ration,
stated that the other soldiers treated him coolly asserting that “Marching Regiment should
stick together.”

46 1bid, p. 194; State of the Settlements at Sydney, Parramatta, etc., 31 May 1793,

HRNSW, vol. 2, p. 32.

47 Clark, op. cit., pp. 208-209. Seealso R. Clark to 6. Johnston, 29 August 1791, ibid., p. 296;
Captain Hill of the New South Wales Corps quarrelled with Major Ress. Since the middle of June
1790 Lieutenant Faddy a marine and Captain Hill would not stable their horses together and
refused to acknowledge one another.
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which combined the elements of a garrison camp, a penal outpost and an
incipient civiiian colony was rent with squabbles and disputes.48
wentworth found himself in a community where suspicion, rumour
mongering and frustration both stemmed from and fuelled feelings of
uncertainty, dissatisfaction and jealousy. Conflicts emerged between
individuals and between factions over authority, status, material
possessions, personal and grouplintegrity and relationships. As a member of
the civil staff he belonged to a loosely defined collection of people with
varying interests and occupations. As a group they lacked the esprit ae corps
that stemmed from a collective identity prevalent in the military ranks.
wentworth formed friendships with Considen and later with Jamison. He
also became close to wWilliam Balmain, another doctor who transferred from
Port Jackson to Norfolk Island in October 1791. While the ties of friendship
required mutual support, the weight of group pressure did not command
alleglance. Professional rivalry and jealousy created friction between the
surgeons but the doctors were few in number and separately located which
lessened the chance of large disputes. They were more likely to become
involved in personal quarrels with other civilian or military officers or
with colleagues than in factional confrontations. For a while Considen and
Ross gquarrelled, Jamison and Ross exchanged heated words and Balmain and
James White fell to duelling. This 'ﬂl-feenng, however, tended to remain on
a private level, failing to escalate into wider conflict.49
Removed from the discord of the main town at Sydney Bay, Wentworth
remained in the small outstation at Charlotte Field, performing his medical

48 1bid., pp. 199-200, 202, 208, 217, 219, 220.

49 |bid . pp. 195-196, 299 For mention of the duel between W. Balmain and d White see J.
Easty : g : 306 ) .

J..Q?...l‘&svdney. 1965 p. 105.
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duties diligently and quietly. Several acres of wheat and maize grew in the
cleared gardens on the outskirts of the newly constructed settlement. The
village had a street of neat houses which spread beneath the
superintendent’s house and the guard house each of which nestled on a slight
rise30 The serenity of this setting contrasted with the human brutality
and suffering. On Saturday 30 April 1791 the settlement at Charlotte Field
was officially named Queenborough: on the following Tuesday three women,
who had been detected stealing corn from the public gardens, were punished.
Clark ordered one of them, the elderly Mary Higgins, to receive SO strokes,
but she endured only 26 before Clark remitted the remainder because of her
age. The stocks stood at the entrance to Queenborough's gaol, dual reminders
to all of the penal purposes of the society.5!

The floggings were intended as deterrents. Age and sex made no
difference. A man of almost 70 years received 100 lashes for stealing
wheat and neglecting his work, while a boy received 13 lashes on his
buttocks for stealing from his master32 As resident surgeon at
Queenborough, Wentworth attended the floggings to ensure that life was not
at risk, then tended the victims' lacerated backs. At times he showed
compassion toward convicts. On 3 May 1791 Ralph Clark ordered Catherine
White to receive 50 lashes, but she could bear only 15 before fainting.
Wentworth then asked Clark to have her taken down. That compassion
extended to circumstances even when he had been the offended party. Sarah
Lyons had been ordered to receive 50 lashes on 6 June 1791 for abusing
Wentworth, but after recefving only 16, Wentworth begged Clark to forgive

50 p.6.King, Journal of Philip Gidley King while Lieutenant-Governor of Norfolk
Island, 1791-1796, N.L. MS70, p. 4.

St Clark, op. cit., p. 197.
52 |bid,, pp. 207, 218,
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her the remaining 34, and again Clark complied with his wish.53

The wheat sown during May and June in 1791 at Queenborough began to
ripen in September and promised a plentiful harvest. In all, ten acres of
wheat and 36 acres of indian corn had been sown. The inhabitants of this
settlement watched anxiously for any signs of the return of a ground grub
which had destroyed previous harvests. They also waited apprehensively
lest the moths and caterpillars which had ruined crops in the past would
reappear. At this stage the only threat to the harvest came from marauding
convicts, but the incidents of theft from the gardens at Queenborough were
few.54

The At/antic appeared off Norfolk Island on 2 November 1791,

bringing the new commandant, Lieutenant-Governor Philip Gidley King. He
came ashore on the 4th, keen to see the improvements that had taken place
since his departure 20 months earlier35 With this latest influx of soldiers,
settlers and convicts, the population rose to 1,008, and broke into 131 civil,
military and settlers, 39 ex-convicts, 490 male convicts, 263 women both
bond and free, and 85 children.36 King found the settiement flourishing,
with the newly built towns of Queenborough and Phillipburgh progressing
rapidly and the public and private gardens promising a plentiful harvest.
These outward signs of prosperity masked the discontent that simmered
beneath the surface, for King wrote to Nepean on 23 November 1791 of the
murmurings of discord and strife which emanated from every corner and
niche on the island.57

53 |pid., pp. 197, 202.

94 |bid.. pp. 217-9.

55 P.6. King, Journal, N.L.MS 70, p. 4.

56 Lbid.

S7P.G.King to E. Nepean, 23 November 1791, 00 201/9, 1.49; One of the main grievances
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Since May dysentery had eroded the health of the community and the
doctors continued to assist those stricken with the disease. While only few
cases had proven fatal, the afflicted generally became debilitated and could
not work. Over his seventeen months working with the sick at Queenborough,
Wentworth had established a reputation for conscientiousness and
dedication. When the superintendent of convicts at this settlement, Denis
Doidge, resigned after King had reprimanded him for improper conduct, the
lieutenant-governor - impressed with Wentworth's conduct - appointed him
as successor.38 On 10 December 1791 King notified him of his appointment,
stating "I have thought proper in consideration of your diligence, & good
behaviour, to appoint you to act as Superintendant of Convicts & Ass.t
Surgeon, untill His Excellency the Governor in Chiefs Pleasure is known
thereon."3? Wentworth continued to perform the duties of surgeon at
Queenborough and King felt confident that he would acquit himself
faithfully.60

wentworth now occupied the home built on the rise overlooking the
village. In another house similarly situated, and with an established garden
adjoining 1t, Hved a corporal and six privates from the New South Wales
Corps.6! As superintendent, Wentworth assumed the responsibility for the
management and direction of 100 convicts whose activities included

stemmed from the endeavours of Major Ross to encourage the inhabitants to become independent
of the government stores. Having received a representation signed by 150 convicts who
asserted their inability to maintain themselves by the required date of March 1791, King
abandoned the scheme. Norfolk Island, General Orders, 8 January 1792, HRA, ser. i, vol. |,
pp.241-3; P.G.King to E.Nepean, 23 November 1791,00201/9,f.4.

58 Lt. Gov'r.King to Mr Secretary Dundas, 8 May 1792, King Letterbook , Norfolk Island
1788 -99, 1.96.

59 { feutenant- Governor King to D. Wentworth, 10 December 1791, €0201/9, . 59.

60 | t,-Governor King to Governor Phillip, 29 December 1791, King Letter Book on
Norfolk Island 1788-1799,M.L.C187, ff.87-8.

61 | t.-Governor King to Lord Grenville, 29 December 1791,C.0. 201/9,1. 107.
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clearing ground around the settlement and cultivating crops in the public
gardens. King's recognition, coupled with his words of praise, must surely
have encouraged and reassured him. The added responsibility presented him
with a further opportunity to prove his worth. Although inexperienced in the
cultivation of crops and the superintendence of convicts, Wentworth's work
on the island had prepared him for this situation. Daily visits to the early
camp site at Charlotte Field before Queenborough was built and then his
residency in the town had acquainted him with the routine of the settliement
and of the character of {ts inhabitants.

As the lieutenant-governor of Norfolk Island, King also had an
opportunity to distinguish himself. When Phillip appointed him commandant
of Norfolk Island in February 1788, he recognized a good, young, steady naval
officer with the patience and perseverance required to oversee and
establish a settlement on a remote outpost. David Collins wrote in April
1788 that King spoke of all the difficulties he encountered at Norfolk "like a
man determined to overcome them.” King had joined the navy at the age of 12
and had served for 17 years before sailing with the first fleet. He was self-
reliant and devoted to duty, he respected authority and expected others to do
llkewise, he 1iked order, discipline and regulation, and kept detailed
records, journals and coples of letters,52

wentworth's life had followed a different course. He had lived a more
sheltered, secure existence in the north of Ireland under the protection of
family and friends. Even his short military career had kept him in his native
country. Once in the strange environment of London he had shown himself
to be impressionable and at times reckless, looking to others for support

62 Governor Phillip to Lord Sydney, July 1788, HRNSW, vol. I, pt. If, p. 179; Collins
op. cit., p. 18: A. Phillip, op.cit., pp. 95-96.
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and assistance.

Although King and Wentworth were men of different stamp, their
interests at this stage were complementary. Wentworth sought to redeem
his reputation and to secure a future, while King looked for recognition and
favour from his superiors. Both saw the advancement of their interests in
promoting the success of the tiny settlement. To realize his goals,
Wentworth needed the acceptance and support of his commandant and King
relied on the cooperation and diligence of people like Wentworth to ensure
the well-being and prosperity of the colony.

In a letter of 3 January 1792, Phillip informed King that, in keeping
with his promise, Wentworth could return to Sydney if he had proved
himself deserving. Nevertheless, he suggested that Wentworth's interests
would be better served on Norfolk Island until his future prospects were
determined. Wentworth heeded Phillip's advice and decided to stay. In the
following months he faced a number of major problems in working to secure
the peace and productivity of the district under his supervision. The
appearance of dysentery among the settlers in the previous May had
continued to sap the health of the community and by February almost all the
inhabitants had been afflicted, with the recent arrivals, in particular,
suffering greatly. Wentworth was also dealing with men and women
struggling to adjust to an alienating world. Some could not. In July 1792,
one of his charges endured excruciating pains for three days after eating his
weekly allowance in one meal. Despite Wentworth's attention the man died.
His death, however, did not deter others from such compulsive and self-
destructive behaviour.63

63 Governor Phillip to Lt.-Governor King, 3 January 1792, King, Letterbook, C187, 1.
83; P.G.King, Journal, MS 70, f. 21, P.G.King, A Journal of Transactions on Norfolk



68

Another problem lay in the control and management of his charges.
King regarded the convicts as a set of miserable and lawless wretches.
Indeed, he maintained that a number of the recent arrivals would rather
starve than work.®4 The convicts on Norfolk Island, in particular the female
convicts at Queenborough, had irritated and provoked Ralph Clark to such an
extent that, on 25 January 1791, he noted in his journal, 'l never came a
Cross Such a sett of D...... B..... In my life - - they make me curs and swer
my Soul out."85 [n addition to the usual minor offences such as neglect of
duty, disobedience and insolence which interfered with the effective
management of the settlement, more daring robberies had been committed
during the first few weeks of King's administration. In an attempt to deter
such crimes, which to King struck at the very root of property and peace, he
ordered the punishment for such offences to be extended to a maximum of
800 lashes. On 24 May 1793 King proudly boasted to Sir Joseph Banks that
for the previous four months circumstance had not warranted even the
slightest punishment.66

Despite the difffculties, Wentworth continued to impress his
supertfor. On 9 March 1792 King wrote to Nepean extolling D'Arcy's virtues,
and praising his propriety, punctuality, good conduct and industry.?
Subsequently the number of convicts at Queenborough grew to 150 and
within two months, on 8 May, King wrote to Nepean again reiterating his
high opinion of Wentworth. This time he assured the Secretary of State that

Island, 4 November 1791 - 6 November 1794, M.L. A1687, 1.66.
64 p 6.King to E. Nepean, 23 November 1791, €0 201/9, 1. 50.
65 Clark, gp.cit., p. 178.
66 King meant the order stipulating 800 lashes as a warning and never intended the punishment to

exceed 200 except in heinous crimes. P.G.King, A Journal of Transactions, C0 201710, 1.
282; P.6.King toJ. Banks, 24 May 1793, Joseph Banks Collection, N.L. MS 9/94a.

&7 p.6.King to E.Nepean, 9 March 1792, 0 201/9, 1. 95.
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he had not exaggerated in the slightest the young surgeon's exemplary
behaviour which was obvious to all who lived on the island; and he further
suggested that Wentworth deserved a smaH remuneration for his efforts in
performing two duties. The letter also mentioned that Wentworth had
requested King to write in his favour to his patrons Lord Fitzwilliam and Mr
Villiers.68 In July King noted in his journal Wentworth's attentiveness and
activity in overseeing the public work and in maintaining law and order,
observing that the young doctor did not pretend to any knowledge or
experience in farming. On 21 September he also wrote to Phillip stressing
that Wentworth was of the greatest service.

wentworth had won over an important ally - a new supporter - willing
to represent and defend his interests. Through King, Wentworth had gained
immediate access to a channel of influence leading directly to the Home
Office. Furthermore, by acquainting Fitzwilliam and Villiers with King's
name, Wentworth hoped to strengthen his links with his patrons.

word of wentworth's reform filtered home to England where, on 21
June 1792, the following paragraph appeared in the English newspaper, the
Aavertiser, "Wentworth, the highwayman, acts as assistant to the Surgeon
General of Norfolk Isiand, and likewise behaves himself remarkably well”
Ironically while Wentworth attempted to establish his good name in the
colony, gossip and press reports kept rumours of his disreputable past alive
in England.®9

After the disappointing and bewildering course of events in 1790,
Wentworth managed to achieve some stability and hope for the future.

68 p.G.King to E. Nepean, 8 May 1972, €0 201/9, 1. 160.

69 Bonwick Transcripts, Biography, vol. 4, M-Y, M.L. A2000-4, f.1106. A similar
account appeared in Annual Reqister,1792, p. 26.
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During 1791 and 1792 he proved that he could effectively supervise an
establishment of 130 convicts, despite their reduced rations, i1l health and
laziness. He also demonstrated to himself and to the inhabitants on the
island that he could both oversee the cultivation of crops at Queenborough,
and fulfil the duties of the resident doctor. He had therefore taken the first
positive steps towards establishing his worth and redeeming his reputation.
Furthermore, apart from his public duties, Wentworth had begun to
concentrate on accruing private assets. On land allocated to him by the
Governor, he had started to breed swine with some success. On 7 May 1792
he received £11/2/- for the six sows he sold to the government.79

In January 1793 John Stockdale published a book by John Hunter
entitled An Historical Journal of the Transactions at Port Jackson and
Nerrolk /s/and. Compiled from official papers, and including the journals of
Governor Phillip, King and Lieutenant Ball, this book covered the period from
1786 to Hunter's departure from Port Jackson in 1791. It also included the
announcement of Wentworth's appointment as superintendent of convicts at
Queenborough and commended his professional conduct. The account
concluded by asserting that, "Mr. Wentworth has behaved with the greatest
attention and propriety as assistant-surgeon, which duty he still continued
to discharge.” This publication made no reference to Wentworth's past.?!

Although Wentworth's good behaviour and his position as assistant
surgeon became public knowledge, the Home Office would make no comment
on his appointment. Moreover, Phillip was reluctant - without the approval
of his superiors - to acknowledge Wentworth officially as a member of the
medical staff. In a letter of 30 November 1792 the governor chided King for

70  ist of Payments, 7 May 1792,C0201/9,f. 138,
71 Hunter, gp. cit., p.579.



71

citing Wentworth as an assistant surgeon in the list of returns. He stressed
that in future Wentworth should only be mentioned in his minor capacity as
a superintendent. King in turn defended his actions by maintaining that
Wentworth was recorded as “"Superintendent and having the Medical
Treatment of those under his direction as well as the Settlers in his
Neighbourhood." With no one prepared to accept responsibility for his
position {n New South Wwales, Wentworth wrote to his patron, Lord
Fitzwilliam, seeking his ald in securing offictal endorsement for his
commission as assistant surgeon.”2 After two and a half years service as a
doctor on Norfolk Island, he still remained unconfirmed in that position and
hence unpaid for the medical duties he had performed.

wentworth's anxiety over the government's unwillingness to ratify his
position stemmed not only from his concern over monetary matters, but
from the uncertainty of his standing in the colony. Without official
recognition his situation remained ambiguous, and influential men like
Phillip and King were cautious in their official and public dealings with him.
Frustrated and disappointed with the failure of civil servants in London to
act upon his appointment, Wentworth announced his intention to return
home,

This act was probably a ploy. It seems unlikely that he seriously
contemplated going back so soon to the scene of his own disgrace and his
family's shame. Rather, he probably hoped that such a threat would prompt
Lord Fitzwilliam to take a more forceful stand on his behalf. In light of his

72 Governor Phillip to P.G.King, 30 November 1792, P.6.King to D.Collins, 12 July 1795,
King, Letterbook, M.L.C187, 1,128,291, Letter from D.Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam
not extant but Lord Fitzwilliam's reply points o the contents of Wentworth's Letter.
See Lord Fitzwilliam to D. Wentworth 24 June 1793, Wentworth Papers A754-2, ff, 295-
297.
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praiseworthy behaviour in the colony he might also have anticipated that
whitehall would sympathize with his predicament and soften their attitude
towards him.

King continued to place Wentworth's case before the Home Office. In a
letter of 4 March 1793, he reminded Nepean of Wentworth's uniform good
conduct, maintaining that the people on Norfolk Island were indebted to him
for the 2,000 bushels of maize and 500 bushels of wheat produced under his
supervision for the government. He mentioned that neither Wentworth nor
any of his charges had ever complained to him and that he was "a real
treasure.”?3  Furthermore, he pleaded with the under-secretary to pay
wentworth for his services as assistant surgeon and as superintendent of
convicts. In drawing attention to Wentworth's stated intention to leave the
colony, the lieutenant-governor bemoaned, "how | shall replace his loss |
cannot tell."74

To Impress Nepean, King again emphasized Wentworth's industry and
cooperation. This praise was not hollow. Wentworth combined a number of
qualities which the lleutenant-governor valued in his subordinates. He not
only successfully produced crops for the settlement, but he did so without
causing disagreements, rifts or discontent. It would seem that Wentworth's
compassion for his convict labourers and his friendly nature encouraged a
cooperative spirit at Queenborough. Rather than seeing his qualities as a
weakness to be exploited, the convicts responded postively to his manner.
Joseph Smith, an overseer who worked for Wentworth on the island insisted
that "a better master never lived in the world." Plagued by attacks of gout,
King appreciated Wentworth's steady and quiet contribution to the good

73 p.6.King to E. Nepean, 4 March 1793,C0201/9,1. 198.
74 Ibid.
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order and prosperity of the island dependency. On 25 August 1792, King
appointed Wentworth a constable responsible for maintaining law and order
in Queenborough and the surrounding districts.”>

Despite Wentworth's anxiety about his future In the colony and his
growing discontent at performing the duties of an assistant surgeon without
recognition or remuneration, he continued to fulfil his duties at
Queenborough with propriety and competency. During 1793 additional ground
was cleared and wheat and maize planted. The ground grub appeared in the
crops in July and August, destroying 16 acres of maize and much of the
wheat. This ground grub, together with caterpillars and a destructive moth,
tested the ingenuity of the lieutenant-governor and his superintendents.
King, in particular, tirelessly experimented with techniques to eradicate
the pests and eventually resorted to using fowls in the gardens to control
the insects. Wentworth likewise used this strategy at Queenborough, but
introduced the fowls too late to prevent the destruction of the crop.76

The inhabitants suffered particular hardships because of their
isolation. Their distress during 1793 intensified as articles such as clothes,
tea and sugar became scarce in the settiement. Hardly a ship called at the
island, preventing the settlers from acquiring even essential goods.
Lieutenant Chapman, who worked as commissary at Phillipburgh, stated that
the officers were in want of different articles and King maintained that
many settlers were in desperate need of clothes.??

75 J.McMahon, op. cit., p.59. For details of King's i11-health see W.N.Chapman to his
mother, S May 1792 , W.N. Chapman Letters 1791-1838, M.L. A1974, pp. 21-2; P.GKing,
AJournal of Transactions on Norfolk Island M.L. A1687, f.152, 427-8.

76 p 6.King, Journal, MS 70, pp. 81-85.
77 Chapman, loc. cit., p. 23; P.G. King, Journal, MS 70, p.93.
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During October 1793 the settlers formally complained to King, of
their need for clothing and other necessities. At about this time Francis
Grose, who had replaced Phillip and acted as governor, chartered the
Britannia to carry provisions to Port Jackson for the colony’s use. The ship
called at Norfolk Island during November on its way to procure its much
wanted cargo and King sought the Captain's aid in purchasing goods for the
settlers on his own island. Every part of the ship had been appropriated for
cargo for the settlers at Port Jackson, except the master's cabin and the
storage area for the ship's stores. King managed to persuade Captain William
Réven to allow this space for his settiers who then submitted a list of their
requirements which was not to exceed S or 6 pounds for each family.78

Wentworth and Thomas Jamieson, the superintendents at Norfolk
fsland, also sought to purchase articles through Captain Raven. Aware that
they had pay due to them, King drew part of their salary on His Majesty's
Treasury which enabled the captém to purchase articles at prime cost on
their behalf.7d These business transactions provided important lessons for
colonists interested in increasing their wealth through trading ventures in
this part of the world. They underlined the lucrative profits that could be
made in purchasing articles for sale in New South Wales. Lieutenant
Chapman immediately saw the pecuniary advantages in chartering a ship
laden with supplies for the colony. He wrote home explaining that when a
ship brought articles to the settlement the prices charged were "amazing”
and the least profit made was 100 per cent. Undoubtedly Wentworth
recognized the same advantages.80

78 p G, King, Journal, MS 70, pp. 93-94.
79 |bid., p.94.
80 Chapman, S May 1792, lec. cit., p. 23.
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King worked to promote the welfare of the officers and settlers. His
representations to Captain Raven indicated how this group strove toward a
joint goal. Their sharing of 2 common purpose promoted good order and
tranquillity in the settlement. A number of convicts still disobeyed orders,
neglected their duties and were {nsolent to their superiors, but not on such
a scale as to threaten the peace of the settlement. In this divided
community King had managed to secure the cooperation and support of the
military and civilian officers, and the free settlers in the effective
government of the island.

The soldlers of the New South Wales Corps formed the only
troublesome group of malcontents. They had become a constant source of
strife and disruption since their arrival. On 31 May 1792 the privates in
Captain William Paterson's company refused to draw their rations. After
much persuasion by their captain, they agreed to accept it, though with
bitter complaints of being put on reduced allowances. During July 1793 King
found it necessary to issue maize in lieu of rice. Once again the detachment
belligerently and aggressively refused to accept their ration until persuaded
to do so by Lieutenant Abbott.81

Away from the politics of the main settiement, Wentworth
concentrated on improving and developing the district under his supervision.
During the latter half of 1793 convicts, under his direction, cleared
additional Tand at Queenborough, planted sugar cane as protective borders
around the gardens, and tendered the flourishing wheat crop. Working
industriously, the inhabitants had managed to harvest most of the wheat by
Christmas. As a reward for their efforts, King allowed them one pound of

81 p.6.King, Journal, MS 70, p.83.
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flour, one and a half pounds of pork above their normal ration and as much
spruce beer as they wished. From his home overlooking the settlement
wentworth had watched the land under cultivation increase and the latest
crop prove successful. He had seen his own family grow with the birth of his
second son, Dorsett Crowley, on 23 June. For all that, wWentworth continued
unsettled while awaiting word on his appointment as assistant surgeon.82

After the heightened activity of reaping and storing the harvest, the
inhabitants of Queenborough relaxed over the Christmas period and enjoyed
their extra rations and spruce beer. At Headquarters, however, the
undercurrent of discontent within the New South wales Corps erupted into
an open and vicious conflict between the soldiers and some settlers and
convicts.83

On the evening of 18 January 1794 a scuffle broke out during the
public performance of a play at Sydney Bay. After the performance the
dispute spilled onto the streets, drawing more people into the brawl. King
intervened in the melee, ordered everyone to their homes and directed that a
soldier named Bannister and a convict named Cooper be taken into custody
for their involvement in the fracas.84

Angered at the confinement of one of their number, the soldiers
gathered on the parade ground at Sydney Bay, determined to release their
fellow. This group at first defied Lieutenant Abbott's orders to return to
their barracks, then, after much persuasion, they finally acquiesced. On
learning that the soldiers had taken an oath to be true to one another, and
not to suffer any of their comrades to be punished for an offence against a

82 1hid., pp. 88-89, 100; Norfolk Island Victualling Book, M.L .A1958, £.80b.
83 |t.-Governor King to H. Dundas, 10 November 1794, HRNSW, vol. 2, pp. 135-173.
84 |bid.
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convict, King realized that a further escalation of the conflict seemed
imminent and that public safety was in jeopardy. With the support of the
officers of the Corps, King managed to disarm the detachment and arrest the
leaders of the mutiny.85

This temporary but alarming lapse in public order did not seem to
disrupt the peace and good order at Queenborough. After the Christmas break
the inhabitants began gathering, husking and storing the maize. During April
King encouraged those who reared hogs for slaughter to sell them to the
government for 6d a pound. Wentworth, who continued to fulfil two official
positions at Queenborough, also supervised his own farm. On 3 May he sold
814 1bs of swine flesh to the government for £20/7/- and on the 18th an
additional 900 1bs for £24/10/-. At this time he drew an annual salary of
£40/-/- as superintendent of convicts.86

On 19 March King reported to Grose that he had already purchased
3,400 bushels of maize from the settlers and expected to buy another 3,000;
that furthermore, they could spare 5,000 bushels if it were needed at Port
Jackson. On closer scrutiny of the crop, King realized that he had
underestimated the harvest by half and now anticipated 12,000 bushels.87
At this stage Wentworth was one of the largest private maize producers on
the isiand. Between 3 January and 10 May 1794 he lodged in the government
stores 436 bushels of maize worth £105/7/4 harvested from his land
grant.88

85 1bid.

86 Copy of Youchers for the Payment of Swine Flesh between 3 April 1794 and 13 July
1794,C0201/10, 1. 238. For the salary of superintendents see Estimates of
Expenditure, HRNSW, vol. 2, p. 19. For proposals to raise salary to £50, seg H. Dundas
to Lt-Governor Grose, 15 November 1793, ibid., p. 83.

87 p.G.King, Journal, MS 70, p. 145.

88 | ist of Bills issued by Z. Clark, commissary of stores, Norfolk Island, between 30
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Queenborough also shared in the prosperity of the country. A spacious
barn and granary 60 feet long was constructed during the year and new
houses for the convicts were erected to replace the ones built in 1790.89
Around mid-1794 Wentworth received a letter of 24 June 1793 from his
patron, Lord Fitzwillfam who reassured him that he had approached Under-
Secretary King and felt confident that official endorsement of his
appointment would be forthcoming. Sensing restlessness and disappointment
in Wentworth's correspondence, Fitzwilliam encouraged him to focus on the
potential for personal wealth and achievement offered by a young and
growing colony.90 Yet, no official confirmation arrived and, despite his
progress on Norfolk Island, D'Arcy Wentworth became increasingly
frustrated with his failure to gain official recognition and remuneration as
assistant surgeon.

The plentiful harvest on Norfolk Island and the arrival of supplies at
Port Jackson, created a glut on the market. During October 1794 King learnt
from Grose that the bills issued for the maize he had taken into the
goverment stores during the first half of the year would not be paid until he
had received directions from England. Settlers, including Wentworth, who
had worked 50 hard to produce this crop were angered and dispirited by the
announcement.9!

King voiced his concern at the number of free settlers selling or
giving away their farms. By the end of October 1794 he pointed out that ten
marine settlers had done so because of the distress they suffered due to

January and 10 May 1794, €0 201/10, £.226.
89 .G, King, Journal, MS 70, p.14S.

90 Lord Fitzwilliam to D. Wentworth, 24 June 1793, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, f.295-
297,

91 p,6.King, Journal, MS 70, pp. 154, 169-170.
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th2 disappointment in not receiving payment for their grain already housed
in the government stores. The settlers' growing sense of grievance at not
having access to supplies at Port Jackson also lowered their morale and
drove many to leave their land. In March 1793 there were 45 free settlers on
the island, by March 1795 only 25 remained.92 Wentworth took advantage of
this situation and acquired three farms of sixty acres each from settlers.
One of these farms he used as an enclosed run for swine and goats.93
The settlers produced in abundance the f{sland’s basic food
requirements. For all this prosperity, they suffered hardship because of the
continued lack of particular articles such as spirits, tea, sugar and clothes.
King maintained that all articles brought out for sale in the colony were
monopolized by the inhabitants at Port Jackson who compelied ships’
masters to part with the whole of their cargo. The 1{eutenant-governor was
less perturbed by the operation of the monopoly than by being excluded from
the transactions. He maintained that he could not fathom the policy,
necessity or humanity in the settlers on Norfolk Island being excluded from
the advantages of those at Port Jackson, stressing that his own people had
the greater need because of their isolation.94
During April and May 1795, in an attempt to compensate for their
disadvantages, King began to distil rum from sugar cane which offered a
"very good and wholesome spirit."93 A blanket of -low morale, however,
settled over the community. Another outbreak of dysentery in January which
persisted into the middle of the year further affected the settlers’ outlook

92 1big,, f. 173.

93 p.6.King to Lord Fitzwilliam 19 February 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse
Muniments, :

94 p 6.King, Journal, MS 70, 1.181.
95 |bid,, f. 207.
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as their growing sense of dissatisfactior: and isolation intensified. In July

1795 King wrote in his journal:
| cannot help remarking in this place, how much we
all feel the neglect attending us; The Britannia was
Chartered by the Government at Port Jackson,to go to
India for a Cargo; Each Officer there, has a share; Or
rather what may be termed a privilege, of sending for
articles in the proportion of £60 each Captain, and
30£ each subaltn. This indulgence myself and the
other Officers have been excluded from, ... It 1s these,
and Similar Neglects, which sours the Mind of those,

who would otherwise be Contented in their
Situation96é

After the oversupply of maize produced in 1794 and Grose's refusal to
accept any additional maize into the government stores, Wentworth
followed King's advice to the settlers and planted wheat on his farm with
some success. In November 1793 he sold 78 bushels of wheat to the
government for £39/-/-97 While Wentworth continued to prosper his
family had also grown with the birth of his third son, Matthew Crowley, on
13 June 179598

The As/g an American ship from New York, arrived at the island on 3
October to replenish its water and food supply. For the first time since the
settlement's founding, a ship had stopped at Norfolk Isiand without having
previously touched at Port Jackson and the settlers seized the opportunity
to furnish the ship with stock and vegetables in exchange for tobacco and

96 |big., ff. 209-10.

97 Voucher for Payment of Wheat, 23 November 1795, Banks Papers, vol. V1, King,
P.6.,1788-1805, M.L.78-6, f. 4.

98 Norfolk Island Yictualling Book, loc. cit. p.83a.
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spirits.99 With his success in breeding swine and in cultivation Wentworth
surely reaped profits from this business.

Towards the end of October 1795 Wentworth received a shipment of
goods sent out on the Supp/y by his London agent Charles Cookney. The
cargo included such articles as cloth, soap, china and linen which cost him
£94/18/4. Undoubtedly he retained part of the consignment for personal use,
but much of the cargo was intended for sale. Wentworth began to tap the
colony's lucrative trade in consumer goods. This month also brought the good
news that the home government had directed Governor Hunter to pay the
corn bil1.100  Despite Hts steady acquisition of property, hié emerging
trading interests, and successes in breeding livestock and cultivating crops,
Wentworth shared the settlers' discontent. He was especially frustrated
with Whitehall's silence on his position in the colony.

In the previous July Wentworth had wrlttén to David Collins expressing
his disappointment in the Home government's fatlure to confirm his
commission. He sought permission to return to England and in a covering
letter, King supported his request. He stressed that wentworth's conduct,
both as superintendent and doctor, had given much satisfaction. In an
attempt to force a decision on Wentworth's future, King wrote; "How far Mr.
wentworth can be spared, | must submit to the Governor: As well as the
Propriety of his being detained to perform an Office, for which he does not
receive any Emolument.” Furthermore, he maintained that if no additional
people were to- be sent to the i{sland, Wentworth's services as

99 p.6.King, Journal, MS 70, pp. 222-3.

100 | ord Fitzwiiliam had advanced £54/13/6 credit to D'Arcy's account with
Cooknay.For this statement together with the list of Goods sent out to D'Arcy by his
agent Charles Cookney, see Account Book in Wentworth Papers, A754-2, £.540. For
the arrival date of the Suypply see J.H.Cumpston, Shipping Arrivals and Departures,

Sydney, 1788-18259, Canberra, 1964, p.30; P.G.King, Journal, MS 70, p. 224.
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superintendent would not be needed.

Hunter sympathized with Wentworth's predicament. He explained to
King in a letter of 17 October 1795 that, as recommendations had been
forwarded home on Wentworth's behalf, and as Whitehall had not attended to
them, he could see no point in pressing the issue any further on the
secretary of state. He expressed regret at the need for Wentworth to quit a
settlement where he had been of "so much Public Utility." and gave his
permission for him either to return to Sydney or to leave Norfolk Island by
the £ndeavourtl

On 23 January 1796 Wentworth notified Lord Fitzwilliam of his plans
to return to Europe. Although his patron occupied the dominant role in the
relationship, Wentworth actively and knowingly attempted to shape his
decistons. Clearly he valued and wished to maintain the bond with Lord
Fitzwilliam, yet he sought to pursue a course of action which his patron
might well have disapproved. Hence Wentworth endeavoured to obtaln‘ his
patron's approval for his return to England by convincing him of the
necessity of taking such a step. He wrote of his disappointment {n not being
confirmed as an assistant surgeon and of the "Heartfelt Sorrow, and
Reluctance” he experienced in being compelled to return to England. He
reminded Fitzwilliam of his six years service in the colony and mentioned
the disagreeable circumstances endured by subordinate officers.t02

Wentworth was, however, seeking more than Lord Fitzwilliam's
sanction to return home: he was also priming his patron for a part in his

101 L t-Governor King to Lord Fitzwilliam, 19 February 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse
Muniments.. . Wentworth's lstter is not extant but its contents can be gleaned
from King's covering letter . P.G.King to D.Collins, 12 July 1795, King, Letterbook,
C187,p.291. D.Collins ta Lt- Govr. King, 17 October 1795, ibid,, .p. 294.

102 D Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 23 January 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse
Muniments.
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future plans. The letter contained two references to Wentworth's intention
to return to New South Wales. He stated that he had no desire to remain in
London and added that he held no objections to returning to the colony. In
outlining his immediate pians, Wentworth explained that he had sold one of
his farms and thought it prudent to entrust the remaining two to the care of
King “in the hope, that | will obtain (through your Lordship's kindness) a
Situation which will enable me to return to this island."103

Although Wentworth gave no indication of the situation he had iIn
mind, his final remarks to Lord Fitzwilliam suggest that he was seeking a
secure situation with scope for profit-making. He assured his patron that
his only motive in leaving Norfolk Island was to obtain a permanent
situation, stressing that {f he remained in his present position he could not
expect to earn "a single shilling."104

On a previous occasion, Wentworth had requested Governor King to
write to Lord Fitzwilliam in his favour, and it would appear that he again
approached King with the same request. On 19 February 1796 King wrote to
Lord Fitzwilliam, praising Wentworth's achievements, not only for raising
crops for the Crown and maintaining good order in his district, but also for
the grain and stock he produced on his own farms. King mentioned that
wentworth's three farms, together with his industry, placed his pecuniary
circumstances at an advantage. King then confided: |

Whatever may have been his former Errors | have no
doubt but his future Conduct in Life, will be mark'd
by the same propriety of behaviour which has
procured him the General Esteem of everyone here -

103 |pid.
104 |hig
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And | sincerely hope the liberal & Good will consign

his former Wanderings to Oblivion.105

On 19 February 1796 Wentworth, Catherine Crowley and their three

sons boarded the Ae/iance and sailed for Port Jackson. Late in the evening
of 5 March they arrived in Sydney. Many changes had taken place in the
settiement since 1790 when Wentworth had first encountered colonial
life, 106

105 | t-Governor King to Lord Fitzwilliam, 19 February 1796, ibid.

106 Norfolk Island Yictualling Book, loc. cit. pp. 1b, 60a, 758, 80b, 83a; Collins, op. cit.,
p.384.



“TN '86/1 'wopuo]
'sajep  Yinog map
ul Auojo) ysysuy
oY) jo qunoday

ay ‘sunoyq
‘depy Jo eypimysaey

pit TV 7 P DR
A% ol 2 Ladi)) 8 omog
gy AR
240wy
il g
{ M%,
Ity
' i, 03
o] 3
ALpynog E.EQ!..@ \
& o
.-NM.:SN
] .. [,
- -]
k .m.J .
punats Juasynput
anHM/ .mtas.e..;&baz@ﬁ
Ny .
gty i Ay J/
@ RRVA
e~ «/, ~EEE:.L g
| .'.n
ZE e E&me xan.u.\....:,..uas.. .......... . winpd darpev g Moy
R Coung) pooy U;..,,A:n.:.......: L PIDY! .40\1\37" “ om0
g 4 N TS A
Jﬂ:ﬂ. A ylo \a_ﬁ
.- N,
_\“.mt... g, » Py N %.ﬂes
o™ 4
rd 7 g
L ks
ik
R b s..n.isw\ pd By
HOSANY n“&sa& o
.& w 10 0,
§§u:. ._mﬁ aan 408 % rWa@.:aa
A ‘D:V g
e <% ..-QA-.Q y
“\Q-..MQ\._S uny
g
ez VB
...... ]
R mm\ '
oy mo o avd pdoupd ng 3w g rmp P sovyd oy x

RANNQ) WG Y IPTIIIVT I XYM onyd vay ©
Kavg o paqos pioiosl g woye s pReP ALY

86L1

8_8,:2@ wc;::o ucw AQUPAS



85

Chapter 3

Opportunities in Sydney, 1796-1800

During Wentworth's time on Norfolk Island, the ramshackle garrison
camp at Sydney had grown into a small town and had assumed an air of
permanence.! In October 1795 the population of Sydney and the outlying
districts numbered 3,211.2 Optimism for the future, fed by discoveries of
fertile 1and, had replaced the despondency which had dogged the settlement
during its founding years. Thriving crops and small flocks of sheep and
goats, together with the three merchant ships lying in the harbour, attested
to the settlement's progress.? Despite the changed face of Sydney,
Wentworth knew that one important aspect - his official status - had not
altered.

{n October 1795 the arrival from England of two men, appointed by
whitehall as assistant surgeons, dashed Wentworth's hopes of receiving his
commission.4 Cookney had informed him that Secretary Dundas had promised
that he would succeed to the position of assistant surgeon when the next
vacancy occurred fn New South Wales. The commissions of the recent
appointees, however, post—dated Dundas's undertaking and Wentworth
despaired, "l considered this to be an Act of the greatest Injustice towards

1For accounts of building and construction in Sydney refer to index in D. Collins, 0p.
¢it. vol. |, and in particular note the following pp. 153, 189, 194, 216 266, 269.
2 State of the Settlements, 25 October 1795, HRNSW, vol. 11, p. 334.

3 J. Hunter toJ. Banks, 12 October 1795 and 20 August 1796, Governor J. Hunter Letters,
1795 - 1802, M.L.A1787, pp. 1-4, 16;J. S. Cumpston, Shipping Arrivals and Departures,

Sydney, 1788 - 1825, Canberra 1964, pp. 30 - 31. _
4D. Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 1 May 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
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me, who had acted so long under Governor King's appointment.” Nonetheless,
he had proven that, even without Home Office endorsement, he could
succeed. The £800 which he had accumulated on Norfolk Island, together
with his hard-earned reputation for propriety and industry, provided a base
for advancement.> He disembarked in Sydney, keen to consolidate this start,
but unsure of what course to follow.

The sudden resignation of one of the newly arrived assistant surgeons
afforded Wentworth an opportunity. Because of his heavy drinking, Samuel
Leeds, soon proved an embarrassment to the colonial government. In March
1796 Hunter denounced him as an incorrigible drunkard and insisted on his
return to England. Citing ill-health, Leeds tendered his resignation as
assistant surgeon and on | April 1796 Hunter conferred the vacancy on
Wentworth.6

This appointment served Wentworth in a number of ways. In practical
terms 1t provided him with a steady income, status, the opportunity for
respectability and scope for promotion. It also furnished him with a face-
saving means of remaining in the colony, while enabling him to retain the
threat of returning to England as a trump card. At this stage, however, his
reiterated intention to leave the colony had produced no tangible rewards.
Nonetheless, he regarded this intimidation as a lever in bargaining with
those at home, particularly his patron and his agent.

The conferral of the position on Wentworth also helped publicly to
vindicate his honour and privately to repair his damaged pride. in a large

S C.Cookney's letter 1s not extant. D.Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 10 September 1796,
ibid.; D'Arcy mentions the sum of £800 in his letter to Lord Fitzwillliam, 1 May 1796,
ibid

6 D. Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 10 September 1796, ibid.; Governor Hunter to The
Duke of Portland, 30 April 1796; Governor Hunter to Under Secretary King, 20 August
1796, HRNSW, vol. 3, pp. 43-45, 74also inC0201/13, ff. 19, 73.
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measure he derived his sense of self-worth and equilibrium from the
approval of others and he felt a particular sense of satisfaction in obtaining
this situation without having sought the favour from Hunter. For Wentworth,
this unsolicited kindness provided additional proof of the governor's
approval. In demonstrating his support, Hunter placated Wentworth's
impetuosity and petulance. The governor now assumed the role of mentor.

Moreover, Wentworth's appointment partly compensated for
Whitehall's snub. Unlike Phiilip, Hunter was prepared to assume
responsibility for conferring the position on Wentworth. In explaining his
motives, Hunter merely informed Under Secretary King and the Duke of
Portland that Wentworth had assisted at the hospital on Norfolk Island since
1790 and that his claim to the office of assistant surgeon was both
deserving and "fair."7 Leed's conduct threw Wentworth's record in the colony
into sharp relief. Wentworth not only witnessed the disgrace of the
government’s appointee, but subsequently was requested to fill the very
situation which Whitehall had denfed him. Although usually a tolerant man,
he relished this opportunity to inform Lord Fitzwilliam of Leed's inability to
perform his duties from "being in an almost constant State of
Drunkenness."8

Pleased with his small victory, Wentworth immediately informed
King of the appointment. The news delighted his patron who, keen to add him
once again to his staff, proposed that Wentworth volunteer for a transfer to
Norfolk island.? Yet, having won the approval and support of Hunter, and
aware of the opportunities for advancement in Sydney, Wentworth chose to

7 Govarnor Hunter to the Duke of Portland, 30 April 1796, Governor Hunter to Under
Secretary King 20 August 1796, HRNSW., vol. 3, pp. 43-4, 74.;3ls0in C0 201/13, p.73.

8D, Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 1 May 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
9 P.6.King to D. Wentworth, 16 April 1796, Wentworth Papers A754-2, f. 314,
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remain on the mainland.

while the appointment answered Wentworth's immediate concerns, it
also exposed him to the same humiliation and disappointment should
whitehall again fail to confirm his situation. He acted promptly to secure
his position. Wentworth sent a copy of his appointment to Cookney with
strict instructions to present it to the office of the Secretary of State and
to request his commission. Again using his trump card, Wentworth directed
his agent to inform the Secretary of State that, if any objection prevented
confirmation, he would return to England.1® While setting in motion official
machinery, Wentworth also sought additional support by urging Lord
Fitzwilllam to use his influence with Under-Secretary King. In a letter to
Fitzwilliam, dated 1 May 1796, Wentworth presented his case: "I trust ..
the Hour is come, when no possible objection can be made to this
appointment, my long Services in a double Capacity .. ought | presume to be
a sufficient Recommendation."!!  Having established the justice of his
claim, wWentworth proceeded to play on Fitzwilliam's affections and sense of
obligation to secure his support. Pointedly, he reminded Fitzwilliam of his
Lordship’s previous failure to have the appointment confirmed and of the
subsequent disappointment he had himself suffered.

wentworth's self-absorption tended to dull his sensitivity toward the
fl-fortune of others. At the beginning of 1795 his patron suffered a
personal rebuff and major political setback. In December 1794 William Pitt
appointed Fitzwilliam as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, where he became
fnvolved in a political misunderstanding with Pitt and the Duke of Portland

10 This letter is not extant but for its subject matter refer to D. Wentworth to Lord
Fitzwilliam, 1 May 1796 ,Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.

11@_
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leading to his humiliating recall to England only three months later. The rift
between Fitzwiiliam and the government was finally healed in 1798 with
his appointment as Lord-Lieutenant of the West Riding.!2 In the interim
Fitzwilliam suffered prolonged embarrassment and hurt but Wentworth,
preoccupied with his own troubles, showed pigue towards, rather than
compassion for, his patron. In commenting about the failure to have King's
appointment ratified, he noted, "perhaps the great political change which
has taken place made it impossible for your Lordship to apply, if so, | am
bound to wait your Lordship's own convenience."13

while Wentworth urged Cookney and Fitzwilliam to pursue his
interests in London, he devoted long hours to his medical duties in Sydney
and did not travel two miles beyond the town during the initial months of
his appointment. Such involvement with his new office did not, however,
blind Wentworth to alternatives. {n his letter of 10 May 1796 he informed
Fitzwilliam of Governor Hunter's recommendation to the Duke of Portland to
appoint three or four officers to command the outlying settiements,
suggesting further that these officials should receive a liberal allowance.
wentworth understood that a number of individuals had already forwarded
their applications to friends in England to make representation on their
behalf. Fired with ambition, Wentworth saw advantages in gaining such an
appointment and solicited his patron's influence. His letier, characterized
by self promotion and deference, again carried the threat of his return:

from the long Experience & the many Proofs which |
have given of my Abilties in managing a distant
Settlement, | presume | may say ... that | am in every

12 Sea Entry under, Fitzwilliam, William Wentworth, Second Ear Fitzwilliam, in
Dictionary of National Biography, vol. Yil, p. 236.

13 D. Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, | May 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
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way qualified for such a Situation & could | be so
fortunate through your Lordship's goodness to obtain
one of these Situations; it would be [the] constant
study of my Life to prove myself not unworthy of so
great a Favour, from that moment | would relinquish
every Idea of returning to England, & would
endeavour to make myself as comfortable as
possible here for the remainder of my Days.!4

wentworth's writings began to exude confidence. Although still
faltering, his self-assurance grew as each passing year testified to his
industry, and distanced him from his past. The stain of his bygone notoriety
always threatened to seep through to the present. Yet he never attempted to
explain or to justify his mistakes, to cry victim or to plead youthful folly;
he simply refused to acknowledge his troubled history. He dealt with the
disgrace and humiliation of his arrests and trials by blocking them from his
mind.15

InMay 1794 David Collins noted that each officer from the moment he
received a grant, enthusiastically applted himself to converting his land
into a productive, profitmaking venture. He accepted that the colony would
most likely achieve independence through the exertions of these men.16
with his efforts on Norfolk Island, Wentworth epitomized the industrious
and productive officer and farmer. Hunter, who at first praised the
enthusiasm of such individuals in raising crops and breeding livestock, soon
questioned their motives and the contribution they made to the community’s
well-being. The industry he once lauded he now, in March 1797, roundly
condemned 2as blatant self-interest and injurious to the colony. He
maintained that the granting of large farms and convict labour to the

14 big
15 Recall his statement at the O1d Bailey, see Chapter I, p. 25.
16 Collins, op. cit., vol. |, p.308.
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officers “broke upon duty; it engaged their thoughts and occupied every
moment they could snatch from the public service with a view of rendering
themselves independent."17

The officers' farming activities, however, formed only one part of
thetr emerging pattern of control over colonial affairs. The energy they
expended in overseeing the establishment and development of their land
flowed Into other areas of colonial life, particularly trade. An
entrepreneurial spirit gripped the colony with buying, selling and bartering
dominating the conversations in Sydney Town. A free settler, George Suttor,
on his arrival in the colony in 1800 noted that "all agreed {t was necessary
to make money, make it honestly if you can, but you must make money."18

Hunter sympathized with individuals who endeavoured to provide for
their families in honest ways and did not condemn those who made fortunes
where the means did not conflict with their situation. He felt, however, that
the officers in their "rage for traffic” abused their privileged position in the
community. He maintained that they availed themselves of every opportunity
to purchase goods cheaply and took advantage of the scarcity of consumable
products by demanding the highest prices obtainable.!? Other inhabitants
such as the colony's two clergymen, Samuel Marsden and Richard Johnson,
also denounced the trading officers. To Johnson, such trade practices were
beneath the dignity of a gentleman.20 Daniel Paine, a ship builder in Sydney,

17 Compare Hunter's early letter J. Hunter to J. Banks, 12 October 1795 with later
correspondence 30 March 1797, Governor Hunter Letters, 1788 - 1802, M.L. A1787, pp.

1- 4,19 - 23. Ses also J. Hunter, Governor Hunter's Remarks on the Causes of the
Establishment of New South Yales, London, 1802, p. 27.

18 6. Suttor, ‘Sketch of Events in New South Wales, 1800 - 1820, M.L. €783, p.5; R.
Johnson to J. Stonard, 11 August 1794, J.Johnson, op cit., pt. H1, p. 7.

19, Hunter, 1802, op. cit., pp. 20 - 27.
20 5, Marsden to M. Atkinson, 17 September 1796, S. Marsden, The Letters and Journ
Samuel Marsden 1765 -1838, J. R. Elder(ed.), Dunedin, 1932, pp. 31 - 34; R. Johnson to J.
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labelled the officers "Gentlemen Monopolisers” and in pungent language
Robert Murray, a crew member on the &r7tannig lambasted their conduct:

The picture | form of an Officer, If married, with a
Wife - a farm to exercise his leisure hours upon, and
supply his family with grain and stock; is an
amiable one. but, An Officer with a prostitute, and
illigitimate offspring, Land added to their own
possessions, purchased with enormous priced
articles of the Soldiers, under their command -
Publick duty neglected, The Officer standing forth in
different characters. - A Publican - Money Lender.
Farmer - Chandler. - and an Officer of the New South
wales Corps, forms one, which must strike a man of
common feelings, with horror and detestation.2!

Although Murray cited military officers as the culprits, people in civilian
life were also involved in trade. Rather than censure the monopolists, many
residents, also infected with the passion for trade, hoped to emulate them.
John Grant, a gentleman convict, who worked as an agent for John Macarthur,
shared in the profits of their trading business and anticipated making a
fortune.22 Undoubtedly Wentworth was heartened rather than offended by
the prevailing accounts of people with slender means amassing weaith
through trade. He had previously stated his ambition to make money.
Moreover, his patron in England had not only encouraged Wentworth to
engage in trade but had also éctively assisted in financing and purchasing

Stonard, 11 August 1794, R Johnson, gp. cit., p. 7. For further contemporary

opinion see; T. F. Palmer to T. Lyndesay, 23 April 1796, Letters from Thomas Palmer to
his Friends in England, N.L. MS 761, ff. 9, 12; R. Atkins, Yoyage to Botany Bay 1791,

N.L. MS 4039( NK37), ff. 52. 55; M. Everingham to S. Shepherd, 30 August 1796, V. Ross,
The Everingham Letterbook , Wamberal, 1985, pp. 41 - 45; Hunter, 1802, op. cit., pp. 16
-20.

21D, Paine, The Journal of Deniel Paine, Sydney, 1983, p. 23; R.Murray, 'The Britannia
Journal of Robert Murray, Port Jackson, New South Wales 1792 -1794', published in
JRAHS, June 1974, vol. 60, pt. 11, p. 80.

22 . Grant to Lady Grant, 19 December 1794, 6D248/351/7, Seafield Muniments, Scottish -
Records Office, AJCP M985-6.
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articles for sale in the colony. Despite the lack of opportunity for
speculation on Norfolk Island, Wentworth had accumulated the impressive
sum of £800 and saw no conflict of interest.23 Indeed, he anticipated no
difficulty in balancing his official duties and his business ventures.

Strong incentives both pushed and enticed Wentworth into trading.
According to William Balmain, Samuel Marsden and William Paterson,
officers' salaries proved inadequate to provide for their comfort in the
colony. Exhorbitant prices for commodities such as tea, sugar, soap, clothes
and spirits, forced the cost of living upward.24 Furthermore, officers in
New South Wales aspired to respectability. Within colonial society,
distinction of status depended on traditional factors such as profession,
rank and family, but weaith and those trappings of respectability which it
could buy became more and more significant. In their quest for soctal
standing officers strove to acquire the necessary accoutrements of a house,
carriage, horses and servants. ronically, to maintain the outward signs of
respectability, the officers indulged in activities which could be regarded
by genteel society as unbecoming.25

wentworth always considered himself a gentleman. He had the

23 D'Arcy mentions the amount of capital he held in his letter to Lord Fitzwilliam, 1 May
1796 ,Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.

24Dr, William Balmain Papers 1751 - 1869, M.L. A2022, f.4; S. Marsden to M.
Atkinson, 17 September 1796, Marsden, 1932, op. cit., p. 33; W. Paterson to J. Banks, 20
February 1800, Banks Papers, vol. 19, M.L. A82, ff. 123-124.

23 (Officers either denied their involvement in trade or justified their actions by
stating that they were indeed breaking a monopoly controlled by the ships’
captains. See Officers to Governor Hunter, 13 January 1800, HRNSW, vol. 4, p.
19; E. Macarthur to Miss Kingdom, 1 September 1795, Extracts of Letters, M.L. A2908, 1.
36; Evidence of G. Johnson, Appendix No. 1, Minutes of Evidence, Report from the
Select Committee on Transportation, House of Commons, 1812, pp. 72-73. Fora
different viewpoint refer to comments by R. Murray and R. Johnson, see above
footnotes 20 and 21, Ses also; G. Bond, A Brief Account of the Colony of Port-Jackson
in New South Wales, Oxford, 1806, pp. 8-9; Hunter, 1802, op. ¢it., p. 29.




94

education and demeanour, but more importantly he laid claim to an
flustrious family heritage. Although few in the colony could boast of such
pedigree, Wentworth still needed the means to support his way of life.
Concerned, not only with living comfortably, but also with maintaining the
appearance of a gentleman {n an increasingly acquisitive society, he needed
to augment his salary substantially.

Moreover, by the time of Wentworth's return to Sydney the traders had
created an aura of excitement and adventure about their activities. On 10
May 1796 barely two months after Wentworth's disembarkation, Captain
Raven returned from one of his speculative voyages. Daniel Paine described
the great joy, tumult and ludicrious extravangance which greeted Raven on
his landing. Principal officers of the colony met and attended him, the
military band played and a chaise belonging to Captain Paterson, commander
of the Corps, carried him to the market place. Reflecting on this scene,
Paine remarked:

Such were the Aonours pald to this Great man... much
greater than those paid to Governor Hunter on his
Arrival although his Character and Virtues were well
known in the Colony. But he brought no supply of Rum
with him!26

Despite the outpouring of criticism and the officers’ own ambivalent
feelings about their involvement in trade, such public celebrations served
not only to legitimize the officers’ conduct but also to establish their
standing in the community. Attracted by the social prominence afforded to
officer traders coupled with their conspicious material success, Wentworth
sought to join their ranks.

26 paine, gp. cit., p.23.
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The traders formed an elite company. Entry to this club largely
depended on an individual's ability to finance the purchase of articles for
sale. Few in the colony, except the officers, possessed the capital to
undertake such a venture. So, initially the group remained small, exclusive
and economically powerful. John Grant maintained in December1794 that all
the officers were merchants and none but themselves were allowed to sell
anything.2? In his endeavour to gain access to the trading world, Wentworth
was doubly advantaged. He held treasury bills acquired through the sale of
grain and livestock while on Norfolk Island, and he had contacts in England
willing to purchase and send out articles for sale.

A definite hierarchy operated within the trading junta. At the very
core of this body stood a cabal of the officers of the New South Wales Corps
who wielded economic and political power in the colony. From the
commencement of Major Grose's command in New South Wales after Phillip's
departure on 11 December 1791, the military began to take control of the
administration of the settlement. Richard Atkins, a civil magistrate whose
duties had been usurped by the military, asserted that the only uniform plan
adopted by Grose was that ‘of raising the military on the ruins of the civil
power." 28

As the military officers’ economic and political might grew, so did
their sense of supertfority and self-importance. They regarded themselves as
leaders in the community entitled to respect and deference from convicts

27 Matthew Everingham provides a relatively objective account of the trading
monopoly. M Everingham to to S. Shepherd, 30 August 1796, Ross, 0p. ¢it., pp.
40 - 45,
28 Atkins, loc. cit., pp. 35, 55. See also J.Grant to Lady Grant, 19 December 1794,
6D248/351/7, Seafield Muniments, Scottish Record Office, AJCP M985-6; D. Mann,
[he Present Picture of New South Wales, London, 1811, p. 69; R. Murray, op. ¢cit., p. 79;
J. Hunter, 1802, gp. cit., pp. 17 - 20.
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as well as from any free colonist whom they regarded as beneath their
station. Maurice Margarot, one of the Scottish Martyrs transported for
sedition, stressed that a strong esprit de corps existed among the military
officers and claimed that, although they squabbled between themselves, an
outsider who happened to offend one called down the wrath of the whole.29
wentworth's friend Balmain bore the full brunt of the Corps' anger in
February 1796 when he intervened in a dispute between a settler, John
Baughan, and some soldiers who had destroyed Baughan's property. Enraged
by his actions, the officers of the Corps, as a body, sent a note to Balmain
expressing their indignation at his "shameful and malignant interference in
the affairs of the corps.” A bitter exchange followed between Balmain and
the military officers.30

This clash involved only one incident in a continuing series of
conflicts which sprang from deep-seated jealousies between the civil and
the military. In this hierarchical society both groups composed the dominant
class, yet at times rivalry drove them into opposing camps. Throughout the
early decades of settlement in New South Wales, tension and discord soured
relationships. In September 1796 Richard Johnson complained that “"party
spirit” appeared to be on the increase, notwithstanding the governor's mild
disposition and his endeavours to make the situation of all residents
comfortable. Little had changed by 1800 when John Turnbull, an occasional
visitor to the colony, remarked that "The colony has at all times suffered

29 Evidence of M. Margot , Appendix no. 1, Minutes of Evidence, Repart from the Select
Committee on Transportation, 1812, p. 53. See also Paimer, 23 April 1796,
NLMS761,p.9.

30 For a full account of the incident see HRNSW, vol. 3, pp. 19-22, 430 - 432,
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much from a want of union and cooperation amongst the servants of
government.”31

Wentworth arrived in the colony at a time when Hunter was
attempting to wrest from a belligerent and fiercely defensive military,
some of the power that had accrued to them under the previous command.
This struggle inevitably aggravated the {ll-will existing between military
and civil officers and led to vicious clashes.

By this time Wentworth was no stranger to factional fighting. Norfolk
Island had provided opportunities for him to observe the bitter infighting
endemic to life in New South wWales. Up to this stage in his colonial career
he had managed to avoid entangiement in disputes. Thus, in Sydney,
Wentworth characteristically avoided factional fighting and sociatl rifts. He
established friendly relations with the governor and Balmain while
remaining on cordial terms with the Corps. During 1796 he eased his way
into Sydney's business world without raising party ire or alienating Hunter's
friendship.

By September Wentworth had settled into life in Sydney Town. He
wrote to Cookney, enclosing a shopping 11st which included wearing apparel,
cloth for children's jackets, combs and sealing wax, household items such as
silver spoons and a silver soup ladle and medical text books. One particular
book he requested dealt with the latest treatments for cancer and venereal
diseases. Pride in family heritage formed an essential ingredient in his
attempt to build a new life in the colony. Not surprisingly, he requested the
purchase of a good cornelian stone, well set in gold with the arms of the

31 R, Johnson toJ. Stonard, 16 September 1796, Johnson, op. ¢it.. pt. 11, p.17; .
Turnbull, A vovage round the World in the Years 1800, 1801, 1802, 1803, and 1804,
Philadelphia, 1810, p.363.
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Elmsal branch of the Wentworth family engraved upon it.32

Wentworth also wrote to his patron on 10 September 1796, entrusting
the letter to his friend King who was returning to England because of ill-
health. He referred King to Fitzwilliam, emphasizing the warmth of their
friendship and expressing regret that King had not been appointed governor
of New South Wales. This letter also showed how Wentworth's moods
fluctuated between hope and despair. He talked of the promises made and
broken, and referred to the injustice of not receiving payment for his past
medical duties. At one point in the letter he expressed hopes of attaining
some remuneration for his work on Norfok island, only to complain a few
lines later that Whitehall would not pay him adequately for his present
appointment.33

He also sent home an unfavourable account of the state of New South
wales, in which he commented on the inhabitants’ avidity for spirits and the
consequent breakdown in public order. For a number of months prior to
September considerable quantities of alcohol had been landed in the colony .
with the result that scenes of drunkenness and profligacy prevailed in the
different settiements. The human cost became evident when some settlers
eventually forfeited their farms because of alcohol-induced idleness and
indebtedness contracted for spirits. In June 1796 Judge-Advocate Collins
attributed the recent increase in crime to the pernicious effects of liquor.34

Hunter tried in vain to control the traffic in spirits. He lamented that,
even 1f he possessed the eyes of Argus, he cound not prevent the smuggling
of spirits. Whole cargoes were landed in Sydney in defiance of public

32 D, Wentworth to C. Cookney, Shopping list 1796, Wentworth Papers, A751, ff. 25 -28.

33 [, Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 10 September 1796, Wentworth Woodhouse
Muniments.

34 Collins, op. cit,, vol. I, pp. 400-402.
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orders.3> Those critical of the spirit traffic exposed the trading officers as
self-seeking profiteers. Marsden railed against them: "The greatest part of
these officers sold spiritous liquor and enriched themselves at the expense
of the morals of the people - the more drunkenness the more money returned
to their pockets."36

The extent of Wentworth's involvement in the liquor trade at this
time is not known, but, if his early activities anticipate those of later
years, then spirits formed an important part of his business. Although
publicly identified as dealers in spirits, the officers deliberately distanced
themselves from such transactions, employing their washerwomen or
similar substitutes to retail the product. Undoubtedly their official duties
prevented such direct involvement, and their quest for respectability kept
them from the shop front.37 Interestingly, in his letters home, Wentworth
remained silent on his part in the liquor trade which suggests that he shared
the same uneasy and ambivalent feelings about dealing in alcohol.

Despite the mountmg criticism of the trading officers, Wentworth's
prospects brightened during 1797. Although figures are not available,
returns from the Court of Civil Jurisdiction indicate that his financial
situation improved steadily, pointing to success in trade. In February he
sought the recovery of four debts amounting to £91/2/9 and in July another
four to the value of £193/1/8.38 During this month he also received a

35 J. Hunter to J, Banks, 30 March 1797, Governor Hunter Letters, 1795 - 1802, M.LA1787,
pp. 22-23.

36 5, Marsden to M. Atkinson, 17 September 1796, 1932, Marsden, op. cit., p.32.

37 Bond, op. cit., p.8; R. Johnson toJ. Stonard, 11 August 1794, Johnson, gp. cit., pt. 11,
p, 7.

38 Court of Civil Jurisdiction, Rough Minutes of Proceedings and Related Case Papers, 1
July 1788 - August 1801, AONSW, 2/8147,pp. 177 - 179, 181 - 184, 189 -190.
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Treasury Bill for £502/10/- which he remitted to Lord Fitzwilliam.39 The
receipt of this bill pleased and encouraged Cookney who interpreted it as a
sure sign that the goods sent out had found a market. At this time
Wentworth's salary as an assistant surgeon amounted to only £91/5/- per
year.40

While Wentworth's business concerns proved successful and augured
well for the future, he still worried over his official standing in the colony.
His past disappointments haunted him so that he anticipated new and
further setbacks. In a letter to his patron on 19 August 1797 he wrote:

| trust the Duke of Portland will do me that Justice
to which | think | am entitled from my long, and
faithful service by granting me a Commission from
the date of Governor King's Appointment, vizt. from
the ... 10th day of December 1791, if this should not
be the Case, how mortyfying must my Situation be,
placed(after Seven years Service)on the List of
Assistant Surgeons perhaps Junior to those who
have arrived in this Country but a few Weeks ago.4!

This time Wentworth showed concern for his seniority in the medical
service and yet again threatened to leave New South Wales if his fears
proved valid. Nevertheless, he informed his patron that should he succeed to
a situation in another department “through your Lordship's Interest" he
promised "a Continuance of the same honourable, & upright Conduct, which |
have always pursued in this Country.“ In spite of his pessimism, he dared to

33 3ee D. Wentworth Account with C. Cookney, Wentworth Papers,. " A754-2,
f. 939. Information taken from the Appendix to paper 'Of Officers and Men in NSW
1788 - 1800’ delivered by P. Statham to Economic History Dept. Seminar, R.S.S.S.,
ANU, Canberra, 6 November 1987, p. 23.
40 C. Cookney to Lord Fitzwilliam, 10 July 1798, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments;
gorowary received see D. Wentworth Account \Wentworth Papers, A754-2, f.
40.

41 D, Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 19 August 1797, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
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envisage a promising future in the colony where he hoped to accumulate "a
handsome Fortune and Live in Peace and Quietness for the remainder of my
years." 42

At the age of 35 Wentworth lacked a sure centre. Like a ship without
ballast, he had the personal drive and determination to succeed but depended
upon external conditions for balance and stability. During times of security
and goodwill he worked consistently toward his goals, but during periods of
frustration and conflict he behaved erratically, relying on outside
assistance to steady his course.

His patron and his agent provided sources of constancy and support. On
30 August 1797 Cookney wrote to Wentworth informing him that he had
finally obtained his commission (bearing the date 1 April 1796) and
enclosed a copy. He explained to Wentworth that he would not receive a full
assistant surgeon's allowance for his duty on Norfolk Island, but would be
granted a recompense of £160 for the four years service. Cookney admitted
that justice had finally won through, but stressed that, without
Fitzwilllam's attention, it seemed unlikely that his allowance would have
materialized.43

Cookney also purchased the goods which Wentworth had requested and
sent them out on board the BZarwe/l These goods, and merchandise
previously sent to New South Wales, did not form the bulk of Wentworth's
trading. At this stage he, 1ike most of the traders, was purchasing shares in
cargoes bought to the colony by speculating captains. Wentworth now took
his place among the "Gentlemen Monopolisers” in Sydney Town.44

42 1bid.
43 ¢, Cookney to D. Wentworth, 30 August 1797, Wentworth Papers, A 754-2, ff.330-1.

44 Accounts show that the value of goods sent out to D'Arcy did not exceed £300 each
year. Apart from buying shares in cargoes brought by speculators to Sydney,
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By 1798 Hunter realized that he could not singlehandedly rein in the
trading activities of the officers. In a letter to the Duke of Portland dated
25 May 1798 he warned that the government must lay an axe to the root of
the colony’'s commercial dealings and order the officers to attend less to
their private concerns.43 In the face of the governor's inability to contain
trading activities, Wentworth's success accelerated. During this month he
received two treasury bills, one for £1,000 the other for £500.46 These he
did not remit to England, but retained for investment in the colony. All the
while he continued to carry out his official duties as a medical officer and
earned the high praise of Hunter who informed the Home Office of
Wentworth's valuable assistance.47

His industry, relfability and dutifulness formed part of his public
image, a persona he projected in his official role, and deliberately promoted
and upon which he prided himself. This serious and sober face he presented
to his patron and superiors. His friends in New South Wales carried home
favourable reports about Wentworth's conscientious and proper conduct and
he did not fail to mention in letters his long and faithful service to the
colony and the many proofs of his professional competence.48

Wentworth's correspondence, however, betrayed that underlying
instability and impetuosity which threatened to undo the solid work both he
and his supporters had accomplished. Cookney, ever cautious and level-

Wentworth may also have been involved in chartering ships to purchase
merchandise in overseas ports. For a comprehensive study of the trading practices
see D.R. Hainsworth, The Sydney Traders, Melbourne, 1981, Chapters | and I1.

45 |, Hunter to the Duke of Portland, 25 May 1798, HRNSW, vol. 3, p. 387.

46 Statham, loc cit., p. 23.

47 Under Secrstary King to Lord Fitzwilliam, 3 August 1797, Wentworth Woodhouse
Muniments,

48 D, Wentworth to.Ldrd Fitzwilliam, 1 May 1796, 10 September 1796, 19 August 1797,
ibid
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headed, preached even-mindedness. In August 1798 he reproved Wentworth
for not fully appreciating Lord Fitzwilliam's and Under Secretary King's
achievements in gaining recompense for his medical services on Norfolk
Island. He reminded Wentworth of Fitzwilliam's ill-treatment at the hands
of the Duke of Portland over his viceroyalty in Ireland, pointing out that he
was pleased they had succeeded so well. Exhorting common sense and
restraint, he suggested {t would be tmprudent at present to "shew ourselves
dissatisfied with Mr. Sec.y King's Interest."49

At times Wentworth's behaviour in the colony also revealed his
rashness. In more relaxed, genial settings among acquaintances and friends,
Wentworth's offictal composure and sobriety surrendered to his sense of fun
and adventure. That streak of recklessness or even irresponsibility which
troubled his old teacher, Doctor Patton, and which had led to his exile in the
colony was still very much a part of his character. Though held in check by a
determination to redeem his reputation, his impulsive liveliness
occasionally surfaced. For example, on 4 November 1798 he entered into a
wager with Captain Maum. He staked 50 guineas against Maum's 50 that the
French would not be in possession of the Electorate of Hanover on the 15th
day of November 179850

wentworth's success in business did not destroy his friendship with
the governor and on Christmas Day 1798 he joined Hunter for dinner.3t The
future certainly appeared promising for Wentworth. He now held a copy of
his commission, his private capital had grown during the year and he still
retained the affection of the governor.

49 C. Cookney to D. Wentworth, 1 August 1798, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, f.345-6.
90 Wager, 29 November 1798 Wentworth Papers, A751, f. 35.
ST, Hunter to D. Wentworth, 21 December 1798, ibid., f. 40.
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The prosperity Wentworth enjoyed contrasted with the hardships
endured by many of his fellow colonists. According to Marsden the evils
under whch the colony groaned multiplied. He continued to scorn the avarice
of the merchant traders, and in 1799 observed how monopolies and the price
of every article of consumption gradually increased in proportion to the
trading officers’ advance towards independence.32 Such criticism did not
thwart Wentworth's progress.

On 16 May 1799 he removed to Parramatta replacing James Mileham
who returned to Sydney.33 This town, located about 15 miles northwest
from the main settlement, nestied in the middle of a large plain on the
banks of the Parramatta river. A road sufficiently wide for three carriages
to pass abreast, linked this district with Sydney and boats also travelled to
and fro along the river between the two towns. Over 150 houses formed a
grand street running parallel to the river, with a smaller one intersecting it
at right angles.34 On 18 October, five months after his arrival, Wentworth
leased a property in the township of Parramatta on the eastern side of the
main road leading to Sydney. The land included 6 acres and 20 roods and the
lease ran for 14 years. In the following November Wentworth accepted from
the governor, a grant of 140 acres in this district.35

The year 1799 saw Wentworth's economic position in the colony
strengthen while Hunter's hold on the command of New South Wales became

52 3, Marsden to W. Wilberforce, 1799 , Bonwick Transcripts - Missionary, vol. |, Box 49
also in Hassall Family Correspondence, vol. 11, M.L. A1677-2, ff. 3-4.

33 Government and General Order, 11 May 1799, HRNSW, vol. 3, p. 672.
54 Description based on accounts given 1n July 1802 by M. F. Peron, A Yovage of
the Southern Hemi g, London 1809, p.282; S. Marsden to Miss
Stokes 13 December 1794, S. Marsden Some Private Correspondence of the Rey,
Samuel Marsden and Family 1794 - 1824, G. Mackaness (ed.) Sydnsy 1942, p. 8.
53 HRNSW, vol. 4, p. 47. See also R.J.Ryan, Land Grants 1788 - 1809, Australian
Document Library, Sydney 1974, pp. 121, 129.
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increasingly tenuous. The realization that a more determined man was
needed to govern the country fuelled speculation about King replacing Hunter
as governor. Yet, while this rumour gained ground in the colony, Hunter, at
the close of 1799, informed Paterson of his intention to remain for at least
a further two vyears3® Despite widespread anticipation of King's
appointment as governor, the Duke of Portland did not ratify Hunter's recall
until November 1799 and this despatch did not arrive in Sydney until the
following April.57

Meanwhile Hunter faced another problem in the colony. Since the
arrival of Irish convicts (styled "Defenders”) in 1794, the free colonists
had become apprehensive about the security of their community. Generally
looked upon by the free inhabitants as restless and turbulent characters,
these Irish convicts aroused suspicions about dangerous plots to subvert the
soctal order38 Wwith the arrival of over 250 alleged United Irishmen at the
end of 1799, the fear of an uprising intensified.3? By September 1800 open
rebellion seemed imminent and a number of suspected rebels were
apprehended and interrogated. A bench of magistrates found that several
disaffected Irishmen had assembled with the intention to incite a spirit of
discontent. They sentenced those who appeared most active in the affair to
a public flogging and ordered their removal to distant settlements.6¢ On 6
September, in response to the alarm created by the activities of these

S6 W. Paterson toJ. Banks, 28 November 1799, Banks Papers, vol. 19, M.L. A82, p. 102,

57 The Duke of Portland to Governor Hunter, S November 1799, HRNSW, vol. 3, p. 738.

58 Atkins, log. cit., p. 42; Governor Hunter to The Duke of Portiand, 25 June 1797,
HRNSW, vol.3, p.235.

59 . Hunter toJ. Banks , 5 April 1800, N.L. MS 4247 ; Governor King to The Duke of
Portland, 28 September 1800, HRNSW, vol. 4, p. 185; Mann, gp. cit., p.5; E.
Paterson to Captain Johnson 10 February 1800, M.L. Ap36/5; E. Paterson to Captain
Johnson, 3 October 1800, M.L.Ap36/6.

60 For various documents related to this affair see HRNSW, vol. 4, pp. 119 - 131,
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insurgents, Hunter established two volunteer associations of armed
civiltans. As with other prominent men {n the community, including Balmain
and Richard Atkins now the judge advocate, Wentworth joined the
volunteers. He assumed the rank of l{eutenant.8! In spite of these measures,
rumours of an uprising persisted and, on 27 September, the colony once
again prepared for a convict outbreak. Forewarned of a plan to attack the
township of Parramatta, the volunteer association assembled ready to
resist and crush any revolt. But no such disturbance occurred. Again, those
who appeared most forward in the conspiracy were questioned and punished,
and an uneasy peace settled on the country.62

Against this backdrop Wentworth waged a private struggle. Since
1790 he had managed to keep to his chosen path of amity and conciliation in
an environment which fostered rivairy, petty squabbles and factional
fighting. During the early months of 1800, however, he found opponents
blocking his preferred course of friendly cooperation. In February he
informed his agent and Lord Fitzwilliam that a number of capricious
individuals sought to render his situation in the colony disagreeable.
Confronted with hostility, and sensitive to any form of rejection,
Wentworth reacted emotionally rather than rationally. Predictably his
immediate response was to escape the unpleasantness, and he wrote to his
patron of his determination to return home. Significantly, though, he did not
seek his patron's intercession which suggested that official influence could
not redress the problem and that the difficulties concerned his private life.

61 Government and General Order, 6 September 1800, Government and General
Orders, 22 October 1802, ibid., p. 131, 861.

62, Hunter to Governor King, 4 October 1800, Philip Gidley King, Letters
Received and Other Papers, M.L. MSS 710, p. 43. See other corespondence, ibid., pp.31
- 43,
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Yet, in this same letter, he inexplicably requested his patron to assist
Cookney in purchasing him an ensigncy in one of the Duke of York's regiments
with a view to obtaining a lieutenancy in the New South Wales Corps.63

Wentworth volunteered no further information on the nature of his
ili-treatment or on those responsible for his unhappiness. In this insular and
faction-ridden society, his growing success and his friendship with the
governor must have attracted attention and given rise to envy. One of the
favoured means used to sabotage an individual's progress was to blacken
his character.#4 Proven diligence and consctentiousness in his medical
duties shielded Wentworth from censure as a civil officer. The significant
number of influential men who lived with convict mistresses and engaged in
trade also protected him from a personal reproach on these grounds.65 The
past, which he tried so vainly to conceal, was his achilles heel, and any
person seeking to injure him would most likely have attacked this
vulnerable point.

As a matter of interest and not of malicious intent, the Advertiser
anda Annual Register in 1792 announced to the world that D'Arcy Wentworth
the noted highwayman behaved himself remarkably well in the colony.66
while Wentworth remained a relatively insignificant and innocuous civil
servant such news remained harmless and dormant. But as a man, quietly and

63 D. Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam. 11 October 1800, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
See also D.Wentworth to C.Cookney, n.d.(probably October 1800), Wentworth
Papers, A751, ff.107-9.

64 For Examples see Government and General Order, 21 June 1797, HRNSW, vol. 3,
p.231 and the dispute between John Macarthur and Richard Atkins, ibid,,
p. 119 et seq.

65 Although a number of colonists complained about this type of behaviour there was a
reluctance to name specific individuals. See Chapter 111, footnote 43.

66 Bonwick Transcripts, Biography, vol. IV, M-Y, M.L. A2000-4, p. 1106; Annual

Register, 1792, p. 26.
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assuredly accumulating wealth, he probably aroused the jealousy and spite
of people who could recast this information to their advantage. Disgruntled
political activists in the colony like Maurice Margarot demonstrated how
such information could be translated into a form designed to undermine
wentworth's credibility. Margarot recorded in his journal:

A noted highwayman after repeated escapes owing
to great protection and interference is at last
transported; he ranks as a gentleman, sits at the
Governor's table, plunders the Colony and amasses a
fortune after having twenty times deserved to be
hanged.67

Whether Margarot or individuals of like persuasion conspired to
ridicule and discredit Wentworth is not known. But, this journal entry
definitely showed the nature of the rumours circulating in the colony and
their potential to injure Wentworth's standing in the community. Proud and
protective of his colonial reputation and sensitive to any slight to his name,
this type of rumour-mongering was probably at the core of Wentworth's
unhappiness, particularly if it followed the colonial pattern of vilifying
public figures by leaving unsigned, scurrilous notes, called pipes, in the
streets for all to read.68

Furthermore, {11-treatment probably spread beyond insinuations and
anonymous writings. A letter purportedly written by Major Grose to
Lieutenant-Colonel Foveaux on 25 June 1799 suggests that Wentworth may
have been subjected to a form of social ostracism at this time. It noted that
some officers had been so indiscreet as to receive Wentworth into their
company and warned, that if the Duke of York should hear that an officer of

67 M. Margot 's Journal, Rusden Papers, M.L. B1374.
68 Government and General Orders, 21 June 1797, HRNSW, vol. 3, p. 231.
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the corps had disgraced himself by associating with D'Arcy Wentworth, he
would be turned out of the service.$9 No such strict ban ever came into
force in the colony, some officers, however, who wore their newly acquired
respectability with arrogance and viewed the success of Wentworth with
envy, might well have used his notoriety as a highwayman both to scorn and
shun him.70

This situation appears even more likely because competition within
the colonial trading world intensified at this period as speculators from
the lower orders began to infiltrate the market. Hunter saw how the
affluence of the dealers and their expensive way of life encouraged a
number of "the less elevated inhabitants” to turn their attention to trade.?!
As a civil servant, successful trader and reputed highwayman, Wentworth
presented a likely target for the barbs of military officers who felt
socially and economically threatened.

when a copy of Grose's letter appeared eighteen years Ilater,
Wentworth denounced it as "a vile and infamous forgery."72 Although no
original manuscript survives, evidence supporting the idea that Wentworth
experienced some degree of social exclusion is supported by an allegation
made by Philip Gidley King. He maintained that, soon after his return to New
South Wales in 1800, Balmain, the principal surgeon in New South Wales,
advised him to exclude Wentworth from his table. This statement suggests
that even those close to Wentworth were unsure about his social standing in

69 Copy of an Extract of a letter from Major Grose to Lt. Col. Foveaux, 25 June 1799,
Wentworth Papers, A753, . 567.

70 This rejection by some officers could explain D'Arcy's endeavour to purchase a
commission in the corps as means of rebuffing his traducers.
71Hunter, 1802, gp. cit., p. 29; See Hainsworth, gp. cit,, Chapter 1.

72 . Wentworth to Governor Macquarie, 8 September 1817, Wentworth Papers, A753,
.568. ‘
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the community and fell ambivalent about accepting him in their company.
People, bond and free, met and conversed in the daily routine of work and
business, but those who aspired to respectability were discriminating in
choosing thelr dining companions. As his business and professional
colleague, Balmain had no difficulty in associating with Wentworth, but
privately agreed that Wentworth should be excluded from the tables of
respectable society. Balmain was obviously keen to cultivate Wentworth's
friendship, not only because of their shared business interests, but also
because of Wentworth's influential family connexions in England. Balmain
offered a brotherly hand to Wentworth, though all the while was careful to
hide his misgivings. At the time, Wentworth certainly was unaware of his
friend's vacillation, and numbered him, Captain Waterhouse and Captain Kent
among his trusted friends. While Balmain concealed his feelings from
Wentworth others not connected with him would have been more open in
their opposition.?3

Certainly a group of individuals deliberately endeavoured to make
wentworth's l1ife disagreeable and damaging rumours about his past
definitely circulated in the colony. His reluctance to identify the nature of
his 111-treatment and his failure to seek his patron’s influence point to the
likelihood that he did experience some form of personal attack that used his
past as a means to embarrass and discredit him. His long awaited
recognition from Whitehall in the form of his commission did not protect
him from the prejudices of some sections of the colony's community.

73 D.Wentworth to n.n.( probably D. Considen) n.d. Wentworth Papers, A752 , ff.284.
See friendly letter from Captain Kent to D. Wentworth, 2 May 1800, ibid., A751, £.50.
Officers refusing to associate socially with convicts or ex convicts becams an important issue
during Governor Macquarie's government but this will be discussed in later chapters.



Despite the unpleasantness of his situation, business commitments
kept wWentworth in New South wales. He continued to maintain a high leve!
of involvement in trading and showed unabated interest in acquiring assets
in the country, including one of the best houses in Sydney, a chaise and
horses. He answered his detractors by ignoring their snubs, avoiding
fashionable society, adopting a reserved public demeanour and amassing
wealth. Throughout this troubled period, Hunter stood by him as a friend and
expressed pleasure in being able to testify to Wentworth's diligence and
upright conduct. In a letter of recommendation Hunter stated that he had
appointed Wentworth as assistant surgeon and "during the whole of which
time, he has Conducted himself not only in his Official Situation but upon all
other occasions with the most exact propriety."74

when King finally arrived in Sydney on 16 April 1800, Hunter received
his official recall. There followed five months of unease and tension
between the two senior officers. Anxious to initiate reforms, King waited
impatiently as Hunter tarried.?> Long before he had left England, King had
considered possible measures to cut colonial expenditure, lower the price of
commodities, smash the trading monopolies and contain the traffic in
spirits.76 This lengthy interim allowed King time to study the state of the
country at first hand and to refine his strategies for change.

The governor—designate appreciated the impact that his
administration would have on the colony and in particular on those who

74 Captain Kent to D. Wentworth, 2 May 1800, Wentworth Papers, A751, £.50; J.Hunter,
Letter of Recommendation for D.Wentworth, 20 September 1800, Wentworth
Woodhouse Muniments. .

75 | t.- Governor King to the Duke of Portland, 29 April 1800, Lt.- Governor King to
Under-Secretary King, 3 May 1300; Governor Hunter to Lt.-Governor King, 8 July

1800, HRNSW, vol. 4, pp. 78,83, 171 - 172.

76 p 6. King to Under Secretary King, 8 March 1799, King, Letter Book 1797-1806, M.L.
A2015, p. 29 - 34.
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looked forward to renewing their friendship with him. Jotting down his
thoughts, he pondered:

Still, | could not help foreboding that many of those
who now smiled at the rising sun would change their
Ideas, when the proceedings, which the good nature
of my predecessor had sanctioned should be any
ways checked, which was the principle object of my
mission.??

Undoubtedly Wentworth was one man who smiled in anticipation of King's
command. Their close friendship spanned over nine years, a relationship they
both valued and one which Wentworth hoped to strengthen. Aware of the
nature of colonial life, soured by chronic ili-health and by the weight of
opposition to government, King held no such expectations. He told George
Suttor in 1800 that "friends had never been planted in the colony and if they
had they would not grow."78 .

To induce those engaged in trade to abandon practices soon to be
prohibited, King made his intentions clear. Indeed, before assuming
command, he had endeavoured to impress on the traders his commitment to
reform, regardless of the injury such changes posed to their interests. He
used his prolonged transition to government to put on notice his proposals
to destroy the trading monopoly and to control the importation of spirits. He
also used this time to place beyond any doubt his resblve to effect change.
Publicly he declared his determination to send home the first officer who

disobeyed his orders regarding the traffic in spirits. He did not mince

77 p 6, King, King on Spirits and Trade, September 1805, New South Wales - Colonial
Secretary Papers regarding New South Wales, M.L. MSS 68172, f. 245.

78 G, Suttor, C783, 1. 4.
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words, stating, "This | will do, and will not fail to draw forth the publick
destroyer, be his work what it will." 79

Since Wentworth's first appointment in the colony his prospects had
steadily improved, gradually gaining a momentum which by the beginning of
1800 promised to realize the fortune he coveted. King's pronouncements,
however, assumed alarming proportions for Wentworth and his fellow
merchants when the lieutenant-governor took a definite step to stop the
officers from trading in the colony.

Apprehensive lest spirits would be landed in Sydney, King sought
Hunter's permission to inform the officers of His Majesty's Royal
Instructions. On 8 September 1800 he directed Lieutenant-Colonel Paterson
to convene a meeting of civil and military officers and to read to the
assemblage a letter outlining requlations governing trade.d30 Although the
contents were not to be made public, Paterson directed the officers to
regard them as a public order. The letter required that no spirits were to be
landed from any vessel arriving at Port Jackson or Norfolk Island without
prior consent and a written permit. The orders directed Paterson to prohibit
"by the most effectual means, any officer from disgracing His Majesty’s
service in future by entering into any traffic whereby that respect due to
His Majesty’'s commission may be called in question."8!

In an attempt to salvage profits from goods previously purchased
and awaiting sale, Wentworth and Balmain disclosed the extent of their
trading operations in the colony. On 14 September they wrote separately to

79 L t. Governor King to Governor Hunter, 6 July 1800, HRNSW, vol. 4, p. 170.
80 |t Governor King to Lt. Col. Paterson, 8 September 1800, ibid., pp. 139 - 140.
81 Ibid.
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King admitting to the possession of large quantities of spirits and tea
intended for sale. Balmain held in his house 1,359 gallons of spirits and 7
chests of tea, while Wentworth had 3,000 gallons of spirits and 10
containers of tea. They insisted that these goods had been purchased prior to
King's arrival in Sydney and before they had become aware of the Royal
Instructions. In compliance with the orders, they promised not to dispose of
the goods without the lieutenant-governor's permission or approbation. They
then appealed to him to help them dispose of their stock without causing
sertous financial loss. Both men offered their merchandise to King on
account of government at an advance to compensate them for the money
outlaid, the risks undertaken and the damages incurred. Stating that they
had purchased the spirits at 10/- a gallon and the tea at the same cost per
1b, Wentworth and Baimain sought from the government 20/- a gallon for the
liquor and the same for tea per 1b. Wentworth pointed out that he would
obtain considerably more if he were allowed to sell it to individuals.32
Laying down strict conditions, King gave permission for the doctors
to retail their goods. He consented to the disposal of only those articles
which had been purchased prior to his arrival, stipulating that they could
not be sold without his permission, or without his approval of the purchaser.
King set a retall price on the goods and insisted that a specific list of the
quality and quantity of the articles which they intended for sale was to be
compiled and delivered to him. Finally, King required them to give a written
undertaking that they would not enter into any future speculations or
purchases contrary to the tenor of His Majesty’'s Orders. Confronted with no

82 Surgeon Balmain to Lt. Governor King, 14 September 1800, Lt. Governor King to
W.Balmain and D.Wentworth, 16 September 1800, ibid., pp. 141 -142. See also remarks
and notes by King, ibid., pp. 141-3.
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satisfactory alternative, Wentworth and Balmain agreed to the conditions
and pledged themselves as gentlemen not to engage in trading practices
incompatible with the orders recently issued.33 On 29 September 1800 King
took command of the colony.

83 Lt. Governor King to Lt. Col. Paterson 18 September 1800, ibid., pp. 142 - 143, and note
by Governor King September 1800, ibid., p. 143.
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Chapter 4
Disappointment and Determination Under Governor King
1800 - 1806

King's words of warning transiated into action during the early
months of his command. In December 1800 he refused to permit two
captains to land their cargoes of liquor.! Thrbughqut 1801 he continued to
monitor and regulate the importation of Splrits and the sale of articles
brought to the settlement.2 He also implemented additional measures such
as restricting an individual's use of convict servants maintained by
government to two, and collecting outstanding government debts.3 His
regulations intensified animosity and an increasing number of colonists
began to question the governor's right to impose his will on their way of
life. In contrast to his administration on Norfolk Island, King soon
experienced determined and bitter opposition. I |

When he had assumed command of the fledgling community on Norfolk
Island in 1791, King found no organized opposition to the hierarchial
authority he established.4 In this official structure, power flowed from him
through clearly defined channeis to the convicts at the base. At times
individuals and small groups challenged his authority, but with the support
of his officers he managed to maintain his chain of command and succeeded
in administering a well-regulated community. King enjoyed the cooperation

1D.D. Mann, gp cit., pp.7-8.

2 | gtter from S. Marsden to W.Wilberforce, 11 August 180([ 1or2], Hassall Correspondencs,
M.LA1677-2, -1.15(this letter begins on f.12 but is interrupted and continues on f.15). See
also S.Marsden to M.Stokes, 22 August 1801, Marsden, 1942, op. cit., p.26.

3 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 21 August 1801, HRNSW., vol. 4, pp.497-8. For
some idea of the reforms ses New South Wales Almanack, Sydnsy, 1806.

4 Sea comments by S. Marsden in Rey. Samuel Marsden to the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, 2 January 1796, HRNSW, vol. 3, p.1.
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of his military and civil officers, including Wentworth, because the official
goals of establishing a self-sufficient and law-abiding society meshed with
the private concerns of the officers. Their interest in bringing meat, maize
and wheat to market reaped both personal and communal benefits, and King
encouraged thelr industry. Furthermore, as newcomers to this outpost which
lacked opportunities for private trade, the officers relied on King to
promote their well-being. Their dependency assured him of their support.

Sydney Town in 1800 presented King with a different set of
circumstances. He joined a community where an entrenched power network
had the potential to undermine his authority. The trading officers, who had
accrued significant political and economic influence, exerted a degree of
control in the colony over and above that determined by their official rank.
Although an integral part of the government hierarchy, these men formed the
backbone of an unofficial power network which competed for control over
colonial affairs5

By the time Hunter and King took command, the officers regarded
themselves as natural leaders in the community and resented government
meddling in their affairs. They had become accustomed to induigence; they
regarded such practices as trading and the use of convict labour, as rights
to be defended rather than privileges to be bestowed by a governor.6
Furthermore, they were ready to exploit their strategic hold over colonial
affairs to promote their own interests.? King identified John Macarthur as a
leader of this group, observing prophetically in August 1801 that

S For a full explanation of the operation of official and unofficial power structures ses A.
Etzioni, Modern Organizations, New Jersey, 1964,

6 Mann, op.cit., p.65; Hunter, 1802, op.cit., p.27; Governor King to Under Secretary King,
21 August 1801, HRNSW, vol. 4, p.501.

7 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 21 August 1801, HRNSW, vol. 4, p. 501.
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Macarthur's arts and intrigues would one day set the colony aflame. Like his
predecessor, King found his authority weakened by this unofficial structure
which diverted power from him and towards the influential officers.

In theory, Governors Hunter and King occupied a position at the apex
of authority in New South Wales; in practice, they found themselves
circumscribed by the presence of the officers. Their dependence on the
services and cooperation of these men weakened their control over the
colony. Hunter complained that the small number of qualified officers
necessary to administer the colony and the want of respectable persons able
to fill the vacant positions prevented his use of coercion to enforce
conformity. Indeed, he maintained that it would have been easier to plant a
new colony than to control the old3 The growth and development of the
settiement with {ts multifarious duties meant that Hunter and King came to
rely increasingly on the officers for assistance. King told George Suttor in
1801 that he could not be troubled with trifling affairs, "as he had six
thousand people to govern which was as much as he could do."?

Both governors were also aware of a development which further
threatened their authority. The officers' growing independence bolstered
their courage to challenge the administration and, according to Hunter, had

8 J.Hunter toJ.Banks, 30 March 1797, J. Hunter, Letters, M.L. A1787,.21. For a
comprahensive discussion on the role of dependency in determining power distribution ses;
S.B.Bacharach and E.J.Lawler, Power and Politics in Organizations, San Francisco, 1981,
pp.19-24; R.M. Emerson, 'Power-Dependence Relations’, American Sociological Review,
February 1962, vol 27, pp.31-41; R.H.Hall, Organizations: Structure and Process, New
Jersey, 1977, pp.197-200; J.Pfeffer, Power in Organizations, Boston 1981; D.H.-Wrong,
Power. Its Forms, Bases and Uses, Oxford, 1977.

9 A number of contemporaries remarked on the governor's heavy and varied workload. 6.5uttor,

Memoirs of Geroge Suttor, G.Mackaness(ed.), privately printed by G.Mackaness, Sydney, 1948,
p.41. See also comments by W.Balmain, n.d., Banks Papers, Australia 1801-1820,
A78-3,1.61.




119

"entalled a want of subordination throughout the colony."!9 In September
1800 King noted that all officers in New South Wales, except Governor
Hunter and Colonel Paterson, had been guilty of trafficking in spirits and
many had amassed a sufficient fortune to be “indifferent about what
happens to them."!! Indeed, Wentworth had begun to appreciate his new
found sense of independence and in October 1800 thanked Cookney for
helping him to achieve this state, declaring: “Thanks to God, | am so
independant, that | will not court his(King's) Favours; neither do | dread his
[Tyrannyl... | shall always entertain a lasting Sense of the kind attention you
have always shown for my Interests.”12 ~

While the officers’ growing independence loosened the governor's hold
over them, he still remained dependent on them for support. To avoid a
complete cleavage in the administration and the ultimate collapse of
official hierarchy, Hunter attempted to appease the officers rather than
alienate them. King confronted this same power network aware of its
influence, yet prepared to engage in a tussle for control. In November 1801
he claimed that he had not only withstood opposition to his orders, but
succeeded in rescuing the inhabitants and the public purse from the
monopolists and extortionists who included men like Macarthur, Baimain and
the acting commissary Williamson. It 1s highly likely that King now
numbered Wentworth among the privileged individuals whom he identified as
opponents. 13

10 Hunter, 1802, op. cit., pp. 27-8.

11 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 28 September 1800, HRNSW, vol. 4,
p. 202. ’

12 This letter 1s faded and difficult to decipher. D. Wentworth to C.Cookney, n.d.( probably October
1800), Wentworth Papers, A7S1, 1.110.

13 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 8 November 1801, HRNSW, vol. 4, p.613.
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As an assistant surgeon on the civil staff, the junior of Balmain,
Thompson and Jamison, Wentworth occupied a relatively insignificant
position in both the official and unofficial power structure. Nevertheless,
his steady accumulation of a private fortune enhanced his status, as did his
family connections in England. Despite King's determination to pursue a
course of action detrimental to the traders' interest, Wentworth at this
point showed no inclination to defy the governor openly. He remained in the
colony as a dutiful, though disgruntled civil officer, attempting to fulfil his
medical duties while protecting his private concerns. Yet, if Wentworth
complied publicly with King's orders, he agitated privately for change.

As a direct consequence of King's restrictive trading policy,
wentworth experienced difficulty in disposing of his merchandise. in letters
written during October 1800 to Lord Fitzwilliam and Cookney he disclosed
that, in purchasing the goods now in his possession, he had speculated to his
1ast pound; before King's interference, he had expected to realize between
£6,000 and £8,000. The governor's measures threatened to reduce this sum
to £5,000; furthermore, Wentworth feared that in 'order to secure this
amount he might have to resign his commission.t4

In the past Wentworth's conduct in the colony had won approval from
his various commanding officers. When seeking to influence Whitehall, he
had tended to operate within the official network, communicating through
his superfors to officials in London, or, when using his patrons'
intercession, doing so with their knowledge and support. Wentworth
however, no longer saw King as an advocate and, doubted that the governor
would grant him any indulgences. He therefore moved from the official

14 D Wentworth to C.Cookney, n.d.{ probably October 1800), Wentworth Papers, A751, .107-9;
D.Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 11 October 1800, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments, . .~
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authority structure, by-passed the governor and looked to his patrons to
gain advantage over King. Rather than use his connections to work in
conjunction with the official hierarchy he now sought their influence to
circumvent King's authority. Thus, in New South Wales he maintained a
friendly and cooperative stance toward King, while in England his agent and
patron endeavoured to outmanoeuvre the governor.

At the end of 1802, in an attempt to frustrate King's orders, Lord
Fitzwilliam and Cookney appealed to the new Under Secretary of State, John
Sullivan. On 10 December Cookney wrote to Sullivan outlining Wentworth's
situation and assuring him that, unless Wentworth were permitted to sell
his property, he would face financial ruin.!3 Cookney requested Whitehall to
direct the governor to purchase Wentworth's articles for the government
stores at a moderate advance on the invoice price. Cookney and Fitzwilliam,
who had gathered their information from Wentworth and Balmain, soon
learnt, however, that the official view differed. The under secretary
asserted that many others in the colony faced the same difficuities as
wWentworth and that King's regulations were necessary. According to
Cookney, despite Sullivan's reservations about interfering in King's
administration, he promised to advise the governor to purchase wWentworth's
merchandige at a moderate profit upon the cost price.16 On learning of this
dectsion, Balmain, who was on leave in England, also wrote to Wentworth
categorically stating that Governor King was to take his goods allowing for
a moderate percentage thereon. He added his conviction that Sullivan would

15 C.Cookney toJ.Sullivan, 10 December 1802, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, £.381.
16 C.Cookney to D.Wentworth, 8 February 1803, ibid., ff.381-2.
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“convey his Instructions in such a Manner as will induce Mr King in spite of
his cankered heart to show you a little more civility."1?

King was hostile toward any move to frustrate or override his orders,
and regarded the trading officers as trouble-makers. He felt that every step
he took clashed with their business interests which then drove them to
thwart his exertions by using every means which "art, cunning, and fraud
could suggest."!8 Even Fitzwilliam's and Cookney's efforts in London to
assist Wentworth in the disposal of his merchandise annoyed‘the governor,
creating a breach between King and Wentworth that would widen as King's
administration progressed.19

Having taken leave of absence from the colony, Balmain became an
active member of Wentworth's network. He arrived in England in March 1801,
and the following month paid his respects to Lord Fitzwilliam who received
him "1ike a Prince."20 Balmain filled in many of the details of colonial life,
particularly outlining Wentworth's progress and the difficulties he
encountered under King's administration. In light of Balmain's account,
Fitzwilliam and Cookney wrote to Wentworth. The prudent Cookney, aware of
D'Arcy’s impetuosity, offered practical advice by urging him to remain in the
colony to recover his property and to refrain from injuring his own
interests. He endeavoured to impress upon Wentworth the need to ride out
the storm.2!

Lord Fitzwilliam took a different tack to induce D'Arcy to behave
responsibly and with circumspection. He wrote on 3 July 1802 offering

17 W Balmain to D.Wentworth, 25 March 1803, Wentworth Papers, A751,f.113-4,
18 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 8 November 1801, HRNSW. vol. 4, p.613.

19 Seg letterr A.J.King to D.Wentworth, 18 July 1804, Wentworth Papers, A751, ff. 148-9.
20 w.Balmain to D.Wentworth, 10 April 1802, ibid., f.92.

21 C.Cookney to D.Wentworth, 2 June 1801, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, ff.368-9.
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encouragement and expressing his satisfaction with the numerous reports
reaching him of the service he had rendered the colony and of the success
which had rewarded his industry in his private concerns. Designed to
inspire confidence and to arouse feelings of family pride and obligation,
Fitzwilliam's letter directed Wentworth to look to the future of the new
country:

The circumstances of the Colony must afford to
the contemplative mind, constant subjects of
admiration and speculation. a New World rising
Into consideration, for you are young enough to live
to see it reach a point of considerable importance,
. I hope ... you will leave the name of Wentworth,
one of the most considerable and most respectable
in this New World.22

Fitzwilliam also took the practical precaution of declining to apply for
leave on Wentworth's behalf, maintaining that it would be inadvisable for
him to return to Europe as he did not see how D'Arcy could leave his
property.23 .

Fitzwilliam's  encouragement boosted Wentworth's morale. He
acknowledged his patron's praise, stating that it gave him much pleasure
and that he hoped his future conduct wouid elicit the same approbation.24
Yet, independently of this advice and support, Wentworth had already
demonstrated both caution and restraint in his conduct, as well as showing
an eagemess' to exploit the opportunities offered by this developing
settlement. When the Sydney market became over supplied with goods during
1801 and 1802, he waited for the most propitious time to sell his

22 L ord Fitzwilliam to D.Wentworth, 30 July 1802, ibid,, £.371.
23 ¢, Cookney to D.Wentworth, 8 February 1803, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, ff.381-2.
24 0. Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilltam, 12 May 1803, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments,



124

merchandise. Accordingly, rather than panic, he adopted a level-headed
approach, as did George Bass who remarked that although the merchants’
wings had been clipped they would endeavour to fall on their feet.25
King's relationship with a number of colonists continued to

deterforate. John Grant, a gentleman convict who arrived in the colony in
1804, remarked succinctly that "Governor King hates Hunter's friends, the
military hate King abominably."26 As Wentworth's association with King
became increasingly strained, and his feelings of personal rejection by and
alienation from his former ally intensified, he searched for an explanation.
He could still not understand the governor's conduct toward him,
maintaining that King behaved in a manner inconsistent with his "former
professions of Friendship."2? Balmain, who had also served with King during
the amicable days on Norfolk Island, offered Wentworth an explanation:

perhaps you have not thought of a well known

maxim, namely that Tyrants while they are

dependant will apparently overflow with the full

tide of thankfulness, but when placed in Power they

throw of{f] the Mask and cannot brook the restraint

which a retrospect of former obligations

necessarily imposes on them, and thus it often turns

out that he who served them in adversity is now an

object hateful to their sight and the earliest victim
of their rankling hearts, and such is that man.28

Balmain did not question Wentworth's conduct, nor did he consider the
expectations and obligations placed upon King as governor. Rather he looked
for and found flaws in King's character; Balmain's approach accorded with

23 ,Bass to H.Waterhouse, 4 October 1801, HRNSW ., vol.4, p.587. See also W.Balmain to
D.Wentworth, 8 August 1802, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, {.374.

26 J Grant to his mother and sister, 13 July 1804, John Grant Papers, N.L.MS 737,
folder no.15, 1.6.

27 D Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 11 October 1801, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
28 \W.Balmain to D.Wentworth, 25 March 1803, Wentworth Papers, A751, ff.112-3,
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the prevailing trend of thought among the growing number of individuals
disaffected with King's government.

Although conflict in New South Wales centred on the power to control
colonial affairs and on personality clashes, ideology formed the main front
on which opponents fought their struggles. Underlying ideologies produced a
social, moral and political framework within which the colonists sought to
define and evaluate colonial behaviour. Traditional key notions such as
justice, liberty and the rights of individuals, moulded a broad communal
conscience. Those restive under burdensome regulations and the rule of one
man endeavoured to wrest from the governor the legitimising grounds of
justice and liberty and to claim this strategic stronghold for themselves.
King sought to validate his rule by declaring his intention to uphold the law,
to stop abuses and to ensure the welfare of all the inhabitants. In response,
his opponents scoffed at such claims, maintaining that he misused his
authority and failed to protect the basic rights of those under his
command.

Thus, those injured by the governor's reforms simply refused to
acknowledge his stated intention to advance the well-being of all colonists
and failed to appreciate his attempt to reduce government spending. They
attempted to justify their opposition to King, by using evocative, political
language. Rather than addressing their particular area of complaint, this
rhetoric obscured the real issues, drew attention away from their conduct
and focussed on the governor as the villain. King's enemies read into his
conduct either insanity or malice. When he realized as early as July 1801
that he would gain no trading favours from the governor, John Grant
attributed King's behaviour to a mind contaminated by either madness or
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unwarranted prejudice.2 Another convict complained bitterly on learning

that the governor would not allow him to sell the spirits he had purchased
én route to the colony:

Governor King, under pretence of attending to the
Health of the lower class of People here refused to
let me have my Rum to dispose of .. which is very
arbitrary indeed.30

John Macarthur emerged as a leader not only capable of articulating
the grievances and demands of men such as Balmain, Grant and even the
puzzled Wentworth, but also able to mobilize their support and coordinate a
campaign of determined opposition. He proved skilful at using the prevailing
ideologies in the colony to validate his stand against King. His language
highlighted and made salient the differences between his faction and those
loyal to King. It was designed to encourage support by promulgating a belief
in the morality of their cause and to engender solidarity by identifying King
as a threat to their interests. His dispute with Lieutenant-Governor
Paterson demonstrated his single-minded determination to gain ascendancy
over King, as well as his ability to justify his actions on the grounds of
propriety. This conflict emerged when Paterson refused to join his brother
officers in snubbing the governor, and culminated in a duel with Macarthur
in which the lieutenant-governor was wounded.3!

29 ) Grant to Sir J.Grant, 30 July 1801, 6D248/701/3, Seafield Muniments, Scottish Records
Office, AJCP M985-6.

30 This convict also bore the name of John Grant but is not the same person as the man cited above.

\{.serfagt to his mother and sister, 13 July 1804, John Grant Papers, N.L.MS 737, folder no.

31 For accounts of this dispute see; W.Paterson to J.Banks, 2 November 1801, Colonial Secretary
Papers regarding New South Wales, MSS 68172, 1. 377; W.Paterson to Col. Brownrigg, 11
March 1802, Banks Papers, vol. 20, A83,f.133; Governor King to J.Banks, 21 July 1805,
Banks Papers, vol. 7,A78-6, 1.271.
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Regarded by King as the master worker of puppets,32 Macarthur,
before his departure for England to face a court martial, collected
deputations from his friends, declaring that "I shall not fail to exhibit them
at the Tyrant's expense in a place where he will tremble to meet me."33 At
home he continued to engender support and to arouse a sense of solidarity in
those remaining in the colony. He used the arrest of his second, John Piper,
as a cause cé/épre, claiming it would benefit them by exposing King's
oppression and ultimately contribute to his overthrow. He reassured Piper
with the words, "It will give you the greatest pleasure to hear that every
person acquainted with our story applauds our conduct and execrates Mr King
and his venal associates."34 Furthermore, he encouraged his colleagues to
show a united front by assuring them that confidence was the most likely
way to demoralise the "wretched, unprincipled, pusillanimous wretches we
have to contend against.” Macarthur clearly presented King and his
supporters, not only as foes, but as a dangerous and evil faction33
Wentworth found himself being drawn toward this more vocal group of
King's opponents as he increasingly became involved in confrontations with
the governor.

When Wentworth learned that the staff surgeon on Norfolk Island,
James Thompson, Intended to return to England on leave of absence, he
wrote to Principal Surgeon Jamison on 4 July 1802 claiming a right to the
vacancy. He asked his superior to inform the governor that he considered
himself entitled to that situation from his seniority of rank and that he
would be ready to obey the governor's order to embark for Norfolk Isiand as

32 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 8 November 1801, HRNSW, vol. 4, p.612.

33 J.Macarthur to J.Piper, 4 December 1801, Piper Papers, vol. 11, M.L. A256, f.463.

34 ). Macarthur to J.Piper, 8 September 1802, Piper Papers, vol |, M.L. A254, f, 25.

35 J.Macarthur toJ.Piper, 4 December 1801, Piper Papers, vol. lil, M.L. A256, ff. 463-5.
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soon as directed.36

King responded promptly to Wentworth's presumption by issuing a
government order on 6 July 1802 announcing Wentworth's appointment as
staff surgeon at Norfolk Island until the return of Thompson or Baimain. It
directed Wentworth to be ready for embarkation in about three weeks.3?
Caught off guard by the governor's sudden action, Wentworth wrote to him
stating that he was In possession of a considerable quantity of private
property and seeking to know if the governor had any objection to him taking
it to his new post. He added that, as Balmain's and Thompson's return to the
colony remained uncertain, his residence on Norfolk Island was likely to be
lengthy. Consequently, he volunteered to undertake the expense of
transporting his goods by private ship. King refused outright, whereupon
wentworth sought permission to leave it with a person in Sydney to sell
during his absence. Again King denied the request.38

Since 1790 Wentworth had worked toward redeeming his reputation
and establishing a successful career. Driven by a need to experience a sense
of achievement, he looked for approval, recognition, rank and fortune as
tangible proofs of his accomplishments. The attainment of these goals
reassured him of his own worth. During his first ten years in the colony, he
found that he could strive towards realizing his objectives without conflict.
His diligence and hard work in both his official duties and private business
had won him a measure of esteem. Now tempted by incompatible goals,
wentworth confronted a cholce between advancing his career or protecting

36 D.Wentworth to T.Jamison, 4 July 1802, Colonial Secretary Papers regarding Norfolk Island
1800-5 M.L. MSS 681/3,1. 13.

37 Government and General Order, 6 July 1802, HRNSW, vol. 4, p. 798. Ses also
Governor King to J.Foveaux, 9 August 1802, King Letter Book M.L.A2015, p. 254.
38 D.Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 12 May 1803, Wentworth Woodhouse muniments.
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his trading concerns.
Faced with this dilemma, he placed his private affairs over promotion

Lo staff surgeon and elected to remain on the mainland. Angry at having been
forced to choose between rank and fortune, Wentworth interpreted King's
-actions as cruel and unjust. He wrote:

It is with real Concern | am obliged to say that the

Conduct which Governor King still pursues towards

me is of the most distressing Nature, for there is

hardly any thing within his Power but what he has

done to render my Situation uncomfortable to me, he

has even done the most unjustifiable Acts to injure
me in my private Fortune.39

In preferring material wealth, Wentworth took a course which led him
away from the objectives pursued by the governor and into the company of
King's enemies. His language began to assume that aggressive, political
rhetoric characteristic of men like Macarthur as he became locked in a
mutually antagonistic relationship with King.

Confronted by a network of powerful men whose influence challenged
his authority and undermined his administration, King feit intimidated by
and unsure of those on whom he relied for assistance. His want of
confidence in those around him fuelled distrust and suspicion.40 Neither
King nor his opponents were willing to appreciate the other's position.
Intent on protecting their own interests and the integrity of their
group, each faction, blind to its own shortcomings, focused on its opponents’
conduct in an effort efther to identify a legitimate wrongdoing or, failing
that, to fabricate one. Thus King and his suppohters denounced the officers

39 bid.

40 Ses comment by W.N.Chapman in letter to his sisters, 13 December 1800, Chapman
Papers, M.L. A1974, p.78.
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as "commissioned hucksters” while their opponents labelled the governor a
"tyrant."41

The actions of one group provoked the other into a counter response
which then set in train a cycle of bitter retaliatory measures. James
Tuckey, an observer of colonial society, highlighted in his account of New
South Wales the reciprocally hostile nature of the relationship between King
and his officers: a relationship in which Wentworth now found himself
inextricably involved.

The governor supposing himself surrounded by
enemies, watching every opportunity to injure him
and to prey upon the public, descends to execute the
Office of a petty custom house officer, and degrades
himself by suspicions without foundation and by
violence without cause; while the Military complain
of those proceedings as arbitrary and tyrannical,
which their own idle conduct at first rendered
necessary.42

Clearly identified by King as belonging to that cabal which sought to
undermine his government, Wentworth became a victim of the distrust
which at times led the governor to act with irascible belligerence, a
disposition aggravated by his failing health. On 16 August 1802 Balmain
informed Wentworth that he had sent out to the colony in the care of Mr
Savage a quarter cask of madeira wine which he begged him to accept as a

gift43 The Glatton arrived in Sydney Cove on 11 March 1803, carrying the

41 Governor King to Under Secretary King, 21 August 1801, HRNSW. vol. 4, p.498.
The labsls "oppressor” and "tyrant” were used in anonomous pamphlets and by colonists such
as Balmain, Macarthur, the two gentleman convicts and entrepreneurs both named John Grant
and even by D'Arcy. See also the sentiments of G.Caley in his letter to J.Banks, 24 April 1803,
A79-1, £.122. He maintained "I would sooner face a wild beast as face him(King), as then |
should be at liberty to repel an attack."

42 J H.Tuckey, Papers 1804, M.L. A2001, pp.42-3.

43 W Balmain to D.Wentworth, 16 August 1802, Wentworth Papers, A754-2, . 378,
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madeira. As Wentworth lived at Parramatta, Savage undertook to collect the
wine and obtained the governor's permit to take possession of the cask. To
assist Savage in securing the wine, 2 surgeon on the civil staff, James
Mtleham, sent his servant to procure the cask. On being landed, the wine and
the long boat used to carry the cask were immediately seized on the grounds
that the permit had not been counter-signed by the naval officer. wWentworth
attributed this oversight to Savage's ignorance of colonfal regulations.
These events were reported to the governor who referred the matter to the
civil court then in session to decide on the legality of the proceedings. The
magistrates found the seizure to be illegal on the grounds that Wentworth
had no intention to defraud the revenue and that he had not acted with wilful
impropriety. They recommended the release of the wine and boat.44

Displeased, King referred their ruling to a bench of magistrates
specially convened to hear the case. This court upheld the original verdict,
Disregarding their finding, King confirmed the seizure and distributed the
wine among those who had assisted in confiscating the cask. Enraged by
King's conduct, Wentworth faced another choice: whether to woo the
governor's favour by accepting his decisfon or to provoke his wrath by
seeking reparation. He chose to alienate himself even further from his
former friend by petitioning the new Secretary of State, Lord Hobart, to
intervene on his behalf.

In his memorial to Hobart, Wentworth clearly and dispassionately
presented the details of the business. He concluded the petition by praying
that, in considering all the circumstances, his lordship would interfere and

44 D, Wentworth to Lord Hobart, draft letter, 19 April 1803, Wentworth Papers, A751,
ff.119-22; D.Wentworth to Lord Hobart, 14 May 1803, HRNSW, vol. 5, p.143.
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afford him the redress to which he was entitled as a British subject.45 In
addressing Lord Fitzwiliiam, Wentworth again outlined the details, but
showed less restraint in airing his grievance against King:

his Conduct, or more properly speaking his

detestable Tyranny has made him so many Enemies

that there is not an officer this day in the New

South wales Corps and but very few of any other
description that will speak to him but on Service 46

Wentworth's identification with the Macarthur faction was complete. Their
political language bore a direct relevance to his experiences with King,
he»lpmg him to shape and clarify his ideas and to define his position in the
colony. He now shared their sense of outrage and voiced their rejection of
King's authority. He joined them on the high moral level of British subjects
who had fallen victim to a tyrant's power and he increasingly sympathized
with their campaign to discredit King.

Private murmurings of discontent and secret denunciations of the
governor as an oppressor now became public. Turnbull noticed this trend
when comparing his visit to the colony in 1801 with the one in 1803. He
remarked that by 1803 the high party spirit existing between the governor
and the mmfary had' intensified greatly. Caricatures and anonymous
writings reflecting on King and his conduct had been distributed in several
parts of the town and country. Wentworth became involved in one such
incident.4?

On 13 JanUary 1803 Lieutenant Hobby's servant found a paper in his
master's chaise. |t was addressed to Major Johnston and Hobby took a copy

4 |bid,
46 D Wentworth to Lord Fitzwilliam, 12 May 1803, Wentworth Woodhouse Muniments.
47 J.Turnbull, op.cit., p.332.
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of it before travelling to Parramatta. Here he read the lampoon to Captain
Kent, Mr Jamison and Deputy Commissary Williamson48 Wentworth also
| read the pipe which included the following extract:

And to Ministers fates - Pitt and Portland are out

Then says K--g, "I soon shall be put to the rout;

But damn me, while powerful, I'l1 do what | can,

According to what | proposed as a plan,

To make all subservient, humble, and poor,

Take women and children all off the store,

Crush all independence and poverty plant,

Ruin, tense, and distress, and make every one want

If my power was not stinted, I'd make the world shake,

Give serjeants commissions and officers break,

which already I've tried, but in vain showed my spite,

And bit my own tongue when nought else | could bite;

I'd civilfans give trust, confide in new faces,
Make magistrates of them and give them new places ..49

On 17 January King wrote to Wentworth requesting him, as an officer in His
Majesty's service, to inform him unequivocally of the circumstances
surrounding the reading and distribution of the anonymous paper shown to
him by Hobby. King wanted to know the time, place and those present when
the paper was circulated at Parramatta30 Although not a principal figure in
this affair, wentworth had thrown in his ot with the participants. Despite
the governor's attempts to expose the author of the slanderous pipes, the
identity remained a close-kept secret within the circle of officers.31

In his brief colonial career Wentworth had endeavoured to avoid
acrimonious disputes. Yet, in this land of discord, th'e task of avoiding

48 |nquiry regards Printed Libel Against the Government of the Territory, 17 January
1803, HRNSW, vol. S, p.127.

49 A Copy of Original Paper circulated by Lt. Hobby,_ibid., p.126.
S0 Governor King to D.Wentworth, 17 January 1803, Wentworth Papers, A751, f.105.
S1 Turnbull, op. cit., p.332.
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conflict was difficult and rendered the situation unpleasant for individuals
who preferred to remain aloof from squabbles. Marsden maintained that he
deliberately avoided quarrels as much as possible and that for the sake of
peace sometimes injured his own feelings. Caley also pointed out that,
despite his attempts to live in obscurity, he could not avoid involvement in
disputes with enemies.32 The situation was particularly awkward for those
engaged in trade. Turnbull maintained that the multitude of law suits and
litigations in the colony exceeded all proportions in relation to its
population.33 The conflict with King was problem enough for Wentworth
without the added burden of a bitter legal dispute. In 1801, however,
Wentworth became involved in a long legal wrangle which tried his patience
and further aggravated his relationship with King. Wentworth had been
involved previously in small claims before the civil court against men of
minor influence, but in December he locked horns with a clever ex-convict,
the lawyer, George Crossley.

On 4 June 1800 John and James Mangles wrote from England to
Balmain, informing him that Crossley had drawn bills upon Schell, a man
they found to be "a miserable pauper in a work house and not worth a
farthing."54 They appointed Balmain their attorney in New South Wales and
directed him to recover several sums of money amounting to £1,886. In
August 1801 Balmain left the colony and appointed Wentworth his legal
attorney. Wentworth then assumed responsibility for pursuing Crossley.35

52 G.Caley toJ.Banks, 24 April 1803, Banks Papers, vol. 8, A79-1, p.125. Letter dated 24
August 1801, probably by S.Marsden, Hassall Family Correspondence, vol. 2, M.LA1677-2,
15

53 Turnbull, op. cit., p.33. See also Bond, gp. cit., p. 9.
54 J.Mangles to W.Balmain, 4 June 1800, Wentworth Papers, A751, ff.65-6.
S5 W.Balmain to D.Wentworth, 11 August 1801, ibid., f.71.
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At Wentworth's instigation, Crossely was arrested on 16 December
1801 and immediately brought before the civil court where the plaintiff
produced three unpaid bills. One of the few legally trained men in the colony,
Crossley objected to the proceedings on the grounds that the bills had never
been presented to him for payment according to law and that no reasonable
time had been allowed for payment after presentation. Acknowledging that
the bills should have been presented to the defendant before application for
a writ, the court quashed the suit, but informed Wentworth that, according
to established practice, he was allowed to issue a fresh writ.

Having learned from his previous mistake, wWentworth made sure that
Crossley sighted the protested bills. On leaving the courtroom, he
approached Crossley, showed him the bills, then immediately strode into the
judge-advocate's rooms where he applied for a second writ. Before Crossley
had time to reach his home, he was again apprehended and ordered to appear
before the civil court on the following day. On this occasion the court found
in favour of Wentworth for the £1,886, but Crossley gave notice of appeal to
the governor.56

Crossley pointed out in his petition, dated 26 December 1801, that his
property, now held by the provost marshal in execution of the court's
findings, was significant. He argued that, if his goods were sold at prime
cost, sufficient money would be raised to meet the full claims of every
creditor, including Wentworth, besides leaving a surpius for his own benefit.
He stressed, however, that in the present depressed state of the market not
one-twentieth of the prime cost of these articles would be raised.

56 The Memor ial of George Crossley, Court of Appeals Case Papers 1804, AONSW, 2/8133.f. 15;
Wentworth against Crossley, 2, 17, 25 December 1801, ibid,, ff,
20-1, 25;King Papers, vol. 7, M.L.D141-2, f{.6-8.
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Furthermore, he suggested that no one would be found to purchase the goods
except the plaintiff and his agent and, as no deposit would be required from
them, they could wait until the market improved and perhaps realize one
thousand per cent.57

After considering the appeal, King ordered the appellant and
respondent each to appoint a trustee, together with a third trustee
nominated by himself on their joint recommendation. These trustees, in
consultation with Crossley and Wentworth, prepared and recorded an exact
inventory of Crossley's effects. Crossley and Wentworth signed a deed of
agreement on 19 January 1802. The award allowed Crossley to continue to
sell his goods for twelve months from the date of signing. It required him
to provide weekly accounts to Wentworth and, after repaying a debt to the
Crown, to make monthly instalments to him until he cleared the debt. At the
same time Crossley was allowed to retain £3 weekly on which to support
his family. One of the main provisions of the award stipulated that "should
any collusion be proved on the part of the Appellant, then and in that Case
the whole of the Effects are to be immediately sold by Public Auction."58

During the early months of 1802 Crossley experienced difficulty
selling his goods. Wentworth came to his assistance, by advancing him £285
with interest at ten per cent upon security.39 At this time Mrs Crossiey
stood as mortgagee for a sum of £160 on a property at Parramatta owned by
R.J.Robinson. In June Wentworth stopped the sale of this property, alleging
that the premises were charged with payment on the £285 loan to

57 Appeal by 6. Crossley to Governor King, 26 December 1801, Wentworth Papers, A751,
pp. 74-7.

S8 papers relating to George Crossley's Appeal, HRA. ser. 1, vol. IV, pp. 582-4.

59 Memorial of G.Crossley, 29 December 1802, N.S.W. Court of Appeals Papers 1801-6, AONSW,
2/8135, 1. 31-3.
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Crossley.60 According to Ann Robinson, when attempting to prevent the sale
of the property, wWentworth ranted about the gardens, house and street like a
tiger, threatening to have the servants flogged and herself transported. In a
letter to King she prayed to be saved from this wild animal.ét

Ann Robinson may have embellished her account, but she provided a
glimpse into the predatory side of Wentworth's nature. Normally a charming
and accommodating gentleman, he showed that - when sufficiently provoked
- he could intimidate and threaten others. Yet his actions betray no evidence
of a premeditated scheme to injure the Robinsons; rather they suggest the
impulsive and uncontrolled outburst of an angry and frustrated man.

As the months passed, Wentworth suspected Crossley of chicanery
and on 25 July 1802 he asked Chapman to inform the governor that Crossley
was "making away with the property.” Plainly irritated by the business, King
chided Wentworth and, directed him to make such communications in
writing. He reiterated the terms of the award, pointing out that the
smallest deviation from the tenor of the agreement required Crossley's
estate and goods to be immediately sold at auction. King also pointed out
that wentworth and the trustees possessed ample power to enquire into, and
to detect, any improper proceedings by Crossley and warned Wentworth that,
"if you do not exert yourselves your principals can only blame you,"62

Despite his terse rebuff, King immediately directed the lieutenant-
governor, judge-advocate and two magistrates to investigate Wentworth's
complaint. At this meeting Wentworth asserted that Crossley had failed to
provide him with either weekly accounts or monies from the sale of his

60}_@_

61 A R.Robinson to Governor King, 31 December 1802, King Family Papers, vol. 1,
M.L.A1976, pp.62-3.

62 Governor King to D.Wentworth, 25 July 1802, Wentworth Papers, A751, £.100.
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effects. On 31 July 1802 the magistrates agreed unanimously that Crossley
had 1n no instance whatsoever complied with the tenor of the award.63 On
~receiving this intelligence, King directed the provost marshal to seize
| Crossley's effects and to proceed with their sale. On 1 August Wentworth,
Provost Marshal Thomas Smyth and Patrick Cleary, a bailiff, entered
Crossley's property and removed his effects.64
~ The resourceful Crossiey petitioned King on 3 August 1802 pleading
that, by prosecuting the measure now in hand, the interests of all his
craditors would be fatally injured and the goods in his shop "sacrificed for a
mere trifle." He denied any deliberate colluston but pleaded accidental
neglect. He entreated the governor to countermand the warrant in the
provost marshal's hand; he promised to prepare a just statement of all the
sales and accounts and to continue his exertions to benefit his creditors.s5
On 5 August Crossley again tried to influence the governor by stating
that, if his goods were sold, poverty would be his 10t.66 Realizing that his
pleas had failed, Crossley changed strategy. Aware that both King and the
judge-advocate lacked ahy compréhensive knowledge of the law, he informed
King of his own legal experfence. After stating that since the age of fifteen
he had been in law offices and British courts of justice as a legal officer, he
concluded, “when any illegal proceedings is done to me, | feel {t because |
know 1t."67 The governor remained impervious to Crossley's appeals. With
the warrant still in force, Wentworth proceeded to sell the goods.68

63 w.Paterson to Governor King, 31 July 1802, Court of Appeals Case Papers 1804, AONSW,
2/8133,1.163.

64 Bench of Magistrates, 31 July 1802, ibid., f.166.

65 petition of 6.Crossley, 3 August 1802, ibid., f.133-5.

66 G, Crossley to Governor King, S August 1802, ibid., f.149.

67 6. Crossley to Governor King, 31 October 1802, ibid., f.273.

68 |pid,, f.5. For Crossley's interpratation of the events see King Papers, vol. 7, M.L. D141-2,
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On 10 November Wentworth wrote to Balmain, detailing the events
leading up to the auction of Crossley's goods. He informed his friend that the
property produced only £913 from which all the expenses were to be
deducted.69 Having been duped once by Crossley, Wentworth doggedly pursued
him. During December Wentworth showed renewed vigor in continuing the
recovery of debts and Crossley again sought the governor's intercession. He
wrote to King questioning the legality of Wentworth's design to seize more
of his property, pointing out that the civil process presented nearly six
months earlier had been served on a Sunday and thus according to law
rendered all subsequent procedures void.70  According to Crossley,
Wentworth announced on 11 January 1803 that he would indemnify the
provost marshal for £5,000 damages if he would forcibly turn Crossiey out
of his house and seize his goods.?!

The provost marshal subsequently warned Crossiey of his intention to
evict all parties from the house. Once more Crossley argued that the provost
marshal was acting w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>