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ABSTRACT

Yuendumu i s  an A b o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  ( 1 9 ^ 6 ) .  The enc r oachment  o f  w h i t e  men i n t o  W a r l p i r i  

t e r r i t o r y  has b r o u g h t  g r e a t  changes t o  t h e  l i f e - s t y l e  o f  t he  p e o p l e ,  

bu t  t h e y  have a t t e mp t e d  a t  a l l  t i mes  t o  f u s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  w i t h  

t hose  a s p e c t s  o f  w h i t e  c u l t u r e  t h a t  t h e y  f i n d  d e s i r a b l e .

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o u t l i n e s  War 1p i r i - E u r o p e a n  c o n t a c t ,  t he  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s o u t h e r n  W a r l p i r i  t e r r i t o r y ,  and t he  s t r u c t u r e  

and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Yuendumu.

The second s e c t i o n  o u t l i n e s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  economy o f  t he  

W a r l p i r i  peop l e  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t he  p r e s e n t - d a y  economy o f  

Yuendumu, and shows t h a t  in s p i t e  o f  a g r e a t  many i n t r o d u c e d  f a c t o r s  

t h e r e  i s  a t h r ead  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  based on t he  s o c i a l  sys tem and t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e - s t y l e .

L a s t l y  t h e r e  f o l l o w s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  wh i ch  

base t hemse l ves  on Yuendumu,  w i t h  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  and p r o b l ems .
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PREFACE

I v i s i t e d  Yuendumu f o r  s i x  weeks in J u l y  -  August  

1978 and f o r  a f u r t h e r  t h r e e  weeks in  November.  Such a p e r i o d  

o f  t im e  i s  to o  s h o r t  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  t he  W a r l p i r i s  and f a r  t o o  

s h o r t  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  sys tem. 

Lack o f  t im e  a s i d e ,  what  I have been a b l e  t o  c a p t u r e  i s  due t o  

t h e i r  p a t i e n c e ,  good humour and w i 1 1 rngness t o  t e a c h .

1 wou ld  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  Yuendumu Communi ty C o u n c i l ,  

c o l l e c t i v e l y  and as i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f o r  t h e i r  g r e a t  h e l p ,  and a l l  

t h e  p e o p le  who spoke t o  me o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e i r  hopes and 

f r u s t r a t i o n s .

They p r o v i d e d  me w i t h  enough m a t e r i a l  f o r  a n o v e l ,  

enough e x c i t e m e n t  f o r  a f i l m  s c r i p t  and enough humour f o r  a book 

on W a r l p i r i  w i t  and whimsy.



NOTES

In the  t e x t  I use the  W a r l p i r i  E n g l i s h  word 'E u ro p e a n '  

t o  deno te  n o n - A b o r i g i na 1 p e o p le .

The word 'camp'  can mean e i t h e r  t h e  area o c c u p ie d  by a 

group  o f  p e o p le ,  w h e th e r  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m a k e s h i f t  s h e l t e r s ,  Stage 

1 houses ,  improved Stage  1 houses o r  a m i x t u r e  o f  t h e s e ,  o r  i t  

can mean th e  i n d i v i d u a l  s h e l t e r .

The a b b r e v i a t i o n  DAA r e f e r s  t o  t he  A u s t r a l i a n  Depar tmen t  

o f  A b o r i g i n a l  A f f a i r s .

Double i n v e r t e d  commas i n d i c a t e  a d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n  o f  

v e r b a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

I use th e  o r t h o g r a p h y  employed a t  t h e  Yuendumu School  

f o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  W a r l p i r i  w o rds .  See A ppend ix  A f o r  

t h e  phoneme i n v e n t o r y .



I

HISTORY OF
WARLPIRI-EUROPEAN
CONTACT

The t r a d i t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t he  W a r l p i r i  

p e op l e  was an e x t e n s i v e  a rea  o f  t he  c e n t r a l

wes t  p a r t  o f  t he  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  (see 

M e g g i t t ,  1962,  p . b ) .  Today t he  W a r l p i r i

p e o p l e  l i v e  p r i n c i p a l l y  a t  Yuendumu, Hooker  Creek ,  W i l l o w r a  and 

W a r r a b r i  ( o t h e r  t r i b a l  g r oups  a l s o  l i v e  in t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s ) .  Ther e  

a r e  s m a l l e r  numbers a t  Wave H i l l ,  Papunya,  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  and a few 

work  on c a t t l e  s t a t i o n s .

have had e x t e n s i v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  w h i t e  p e o p l e .  A h i s t o r y  o f  c o n t a c t  i s  

g i v e n  in M e g g i t t ,  1962,  p p . l 6 - 2 k  and i n Pe t e r sen  e t  a l .  p p . 10-14.  

B r i e f l y ,  i t  i s  t h i s :  e x p l o r e r s  c r os s ed  t h e  a r ea  i n t he  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  

l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  bu t  i t  was no t  u n t i l  t h i s  c e n t u r y  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers o f  

Europeans e n t e r e d  t h e  a r e a .  In 1910 t h e r e  was a g o l d  rush  a t  Tanami  

and in 1932 a n o t h e r  a t  The G r a n i t e s .  P a s t o r a l  l eases  s t a r t e d  t o  

enc r oach  on W a r l p i r i  t e r r i t o r y  f r om t he  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  a r ea  in t he  

1910 ' s .  Peop le  s t i l l  a l i v e  r e l a t e  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t hey  saw w h i t e  men, 

and t he  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r  seems t o  have been c u r i o s i t y .  By t h e  t i m e  

o f  t he  second g o l d  r ush W a r l p i r i s  were c o n g r e g a t i n g  a t  t he  depo t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and w o r k i n g  on t he  g o l d  f i e l d s .  They were a l s o  employed 

a t  Mt .  Doreen m i n i n g  w o l f r a m ,  and on v a r i o u s  c a t t l e  s t a t i o n s .  Du r i ng  

t he  war  y ea r s  in t he  1 9 ^ 0 ' s  some men were s e i zed  by army a u t h o r i t i e s  

and p u t  t o  wo r k  u p g r a d i n g  t he  S t u a r t  Highway.  From a c c o u n t s  I h e a r d ,  

i t  was no t  a happy t i m e  f o r  t he  men c o n c e r n e d ,  f a r  f r om t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

and i n  f o r e i g n  t e r r i t o r y .

r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t he  k i l l i n g  o f  a w h i t e  man, a l t h o u g h  none o f  t hos e  

k i l l e d  had been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t he  c r i m e .  Most  a c c o u n t s  o f  t he  

i n c i d e n t  say t h a t  t h e  man had been k i l l e d  in r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  r e f u s i n g  

t o  sha r e  f ood w i t h  t h e  A b o r i g i n e s  when h i s  s u p p l i e s  ran low.  In a 

r e c e n t  book pu t  o u t  by t he  Yuendumu School  ( Japanga r d i  & J a m p i j i n p a )  

and in v e r s i o n s  I heard f r om W a r l p i r i s ,  t he  p r ob l em a r o s e  ov e r  women. 

The o f f i c i a l  t a l l y  f o r  p e op l e  k i l l e d  by p o l i c e  was 35 ( a l l  W a r l p i r i s  

who spoke t o  me o f  t he  m a t t e r  t o l d  me i t  was mo r e ) .  A f u r t h e r  lA

I t  i s  o n l y  in r e c en t  y e a r s  t h a t  t he  W a r l p i r i  peop l e

At  C o n i s t o n  in 1928 a number o f  W a r l p i r i  were k i l l e d  in
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W a r l p i r i  were k i l l e d  f o r  t he  wounding o f  a w h i t e  man i n t h e  Lander  

a r ea .  These a t t a c k s  by W a r l p i r i  were p r o b a b l y  caused by a number o f  

f a c t o r s :  European enc r oachment  on t r a d i t i o n a l  l and and subsequent

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  f o r  t hemse l ves  and t h e i r  c a t t l e ;  t h e i r  

r e l u c t a n c e  t o  shar e  t h e i r  goods ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  W a r l p i r i  e t i q u e t t e ;  and 

no doubt  t h e i r  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  compensate W a r l p i r i  men f o r  c o h a b i t i n g  

w' i t h  t h e i r  women, and a l s o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  w h i t e  men k i l l e d  game 

( t r a d i t i o n a l  A b o r i g i n a l  f ood )  w i t h  i m p u n i t y  w h i l e  t he  b l a c k s  were 

pun i shed  f o r  s p e a r i n g  c a t t l e  added t o  W a r l p i r i  annoyance.

I do n o t  t h i n k  t h e  r e t a l i a t i o n  by t he  w h i t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  

was an i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t .  A man who t r a v e l l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  ov e r  

W a r l p i r i  c o u n t r y  f r om 1928 on r e l a t e d  t o  me a c t s  o f  b r u t a l i t y  on t he  

p a r t  o f  European p r o s p e c t o r s  he accompan i ed .  Of one man, who he s a i d  

had k i l l e d  many A b o r i g i n e s ,  he commented:  " I t  was no l os s  t o  anybody

when he d i e d "  and o f  Europeans in g e n e r a l :  "Men t oday  a r e  r ea l

gen t l emen compared t o  t hos e  o n e s " .

In a l l  t hes e  a c c o u n t s  t h a t  I heard f r om W a r l p i r i  men - 

some o f  whom had l o s t  r e l a t i v e s  a t  C o n i s t o n  -  t h e r e  was never  anger  

ex p r es s ed ,  o r  b i t t e r n e s s ,  bu t  much s o r r ow  and p e r p l e x i t y  a t  t he  

r e p r i s a l s  ( "we wou ld  have t o l d  them where t he  k i l l e r s  w e r e " ) .  And I 

was never  p r es e n t e d  w i t h  a h a t e f u l  p i c t u r e  o f  p e o p l e .  P e o p l e ' s  v i r t u e s  

were acknowl edged ,  as were t h e i r  s i n s  o r  s t u p i d i t i e s .  ( "They  b r o u g h t  

a l l  t h a t  t r o u b l e  on t h e m s e l v e s ,  by t a k i n g  n a t i v e  women" -  s a i d  o f  two 

w h i t e  men k i l l e d  in Wes ter n  A u s t r a l i a . )

These i n c i d e n t s  may in a p e r v e r s e  way have been 

b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t he  W a r l p i r i  by d e l a y i n g  e x t e n s i v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  European 

ways t h r ou g h  a m i s t r u s t  o f  them,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e  l a t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

Europeans may no t  have ensur ed  t h a t  i t  was any l es s  b r u t a l  t han in 

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a c e n t u r y  b e f o r e ,  i t  came a t  a t i me  when 

h e a l t h  advances had been made and t he  F l y i n g  Doc t o r  S e r v i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

so t h a t  A b o r i g i n a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  were n o t  w i ped o u t  by e p i d e m i c s .  I t  has 

a l s o  meant  t h a t  t h e i r  cus toms have had l es s  t i m e  t o  be e r oded .

Pe t e r s e n  e t  a l .  ( p p . 1 4 - 2 ^ )  g i v e  a h i s t o r y  o f  t he  

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  r e s e r v e s .  The Tanami  N a t i v e  S e t t l e m e n t  was se t  up in 

19A5 w i t h  117 A b o r i g i n e  p e o p l e ,  bu t  because o f  p r ob l ems w i t h  a l ac k  o f  

w a t e r  and poor  h e a l t h  t h e  peop l e  were moved f r om Tanami  t o  The G r a n i t e s ,
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and then in 19^6 t o  Yuendumu. Some p e o p l e  were l a t e r  t aken  f o r c i b l y  

t o  Lajamanu (Hooker  C r ee k ) ,  and a ga i n  t w i c e  more as d i s g r u n t l e d  

peop l e  wa l ked  back a c r o s s  t h e  Tanami  t o  Yuendumu ( Pe t e r s e n  e t  a l .  p . l A  

and J anga l a  e t  a l .  pp.  5 ~ 6 ) . The r e s e r v e s ,  when compared t o  t h e  area 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o c c u p i ed  by t he  W a r l p i r i ,  were m i n i s c u l e  (Hooker  Creek 

in f a c t  i s  n o t  t r a d i t i o n a l  W a r l p i r i  t e r r i t o r y ,  a l t h o u g h  W a r l p i r i  peop l e  

now t h i n k  o f  i t  as home).  The a c c o u n t  by Pe t e r s en  e t  a l .  g i v e s  a 

h o r r i f i c  p i c t u r e  o f  t he  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a smal l  number o f  w h i t e  men and 

companies c o n s i s t e n t l y  o v e r r i d i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he  W a r l p i r i  peo p l e .

The Yuendumu r e s e r v e  was n o t  f o r m a l l y  g a z e t t e d  u n t i l  

1952,  s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  p e op l e  had been s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  because t h e r e  were 

s t i l l  w r a n g l e s  w i t h  t he  owner  o f  t he  a d j o i n i n g  M t . A l l a n  p a s t o r a l  l ea s e ;  

t he  l a t t e r  had h i s  way and Yuendumu was made even s m a l l e r  than had been 

i n t e n d e d .  Ver y  r e c e n t l y ,  r e d r es s  has been made in p a r t .  The t i t l e  t o  

g a z e t t e d  A b o r i g i n a l  r e s e r v e s  in t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  was handed ove r  

t o  A b o r i g i n e s  in Augus t  1978.  T h i s  no t  o n l y  meant  t h a t  Yuendumu was 

handed o v e r  t o  i t s  A b o r i g i n a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  some P i n t u b i  

peop l e  l i v i n g  a t  Yuendumu have t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l ands  on t he  

Lake MacKay r e s e r v e .  In September  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  t he  d e c i s i o n  o f  t he  

M i n i s t e r  f o r  A b o r i g i n a l  A f f a i r s  on t h e  W a r l p i r i  l and c l a i m s  was 

announced;  t h e  W a r l p i r i  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  t h e  K a r t a n g u r u r r u - K u r i n t j i , were 

g r a n t e d  an e x t e n s i v e  a r ea  o f  t he  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  wh i ch  had been 

t h e i r  l and ( f e e  s i m p l e  in p e r p e t u i t y ) .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t he  Tanami  

W i l d l i f e  S a n c t u a r y .  The s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  W a r l p i r i  t e r r i t o r y ,  a p a r t  

f rom Yuendumu and a sma l l  a rea  o f  what  had been u n a l i e n t a t e d  Crown l a n d ,  

remains  in t he  hands o f  p a s t o r a l  l e a s e h o l d e r s .  The l eases  t o  W i l l o w r a ,  

Chi 11a Wel l  and Mt A l l a n , h o w e v e r ,  have been purchased by t he  DAA w i t h  a 

v i ew  t o  r u n n i n g  c a t t l e  e n t e r p r i s e s  f o r  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s .

(See Map 1) .

I s h a l l  be concer ned m o s t l y  w i t h  Yuendumu and t he  o u t -  

s t a t i o n  movement  emana t i ng  f r om t h e r e .

YUENDUMU -  Yuendumu l i e s  t o  t he  n o r t h w e s t  o f  A l i c e
l o c a t i o n  r  . , , „

S p r i n g s .  I t s  b o u n d a r i e s  e n c l o s e  2,201 

sq km. The s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Yuendumu i s  t he  

o n l y  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t r e  on t he  r e s e r v e ;  i t  

i s  abou t  300km f r om A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  a l l  bu t  t we n t y  o f  wh i ch  a r e  o v e r
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d i r t  r oad ,  f rom th e  S t u a r t  Highway t u r n o f f .  Some pa tches  o f  t he  road 

can be v e r y  bad a f t e r  wet  w e a th e r  and use by sem i - 1 r a i 1 e r s , and 

w an d e r in g  s t o c k  a r e  a n o t h e r  h a z a rd .  The re  a r e  p la n s  t o  beg in  s e a l i n g  

t h e  road n ex t  y e a r .

name. I m m e d ia te l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a r e  g r a n i t e  and s c h i s t  o u t c r o p s .  

Between t h e s e  o u t c r o p s  and ranges a r e  p l a i n s  o f  mu lga ,  To th e  west  o f  

Yuendumu a r e  t h e  N a b u ru la  H i l l s  and th e  T r u e r  Range, a l s o  sands tone  

and q u a r t z i t i c  ra n g e s ;  v e g e t a t i o n  found  he re  i s  a l s o  m o s t l y  mulga.

To t h e  n o r t h  and s o u th  o f  t h i s  b e l t  l i e  s p i n i f e x  p l a i n s .

c u r r e n t l y  be ing  e x p l o r e d  f o r  u r a n iu r n , w h ic h  has been found in  two a reas  

( n e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  th e  W a r l p i r i  have t i t l e  t o  in w h i t e  law -  t hey  a r e  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  Mount Doreen p a s t o r a l  l e a s e ) .  The b a s in  may 

be a p o s s i b l e  s ou rc e  o f  p e t r o l e u m ,  bu t  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  no t  t o  be in 

commerc ia l  q u a n t i t i e s .  O th e r  m i n e r a l s  found  in  t h e  area  a r e  w o l f r a m ,  

w h ic h  was once mined e x t e n s i v e l y  a t  Mt .  Doreen and s t i l l  i s , i n  smal l  

q u a n t i t i e s ,  and c o p p e r ,  w h ic h  was mined a t  Mt .  Hardy but  no lo n g e r  i s , a s  

t h e  v e n t u r e  was found  t o  be uneconomic .  B u i l d i n g  s to nes  were q u a r r i e d  

f r om  t h e  r i d g e s  s o u t h  o f  Yuendumu -  some o f  th e  abandoned houses a t  t h e  

o l d  gove rnm en t  ga rden  were  made o f  t h e s e  s la b s  -  b u t  t h e y  a r e  no l o n g e r  

q u a r r i e d ,  and the  t r a c k  t o  t h e  s i t e  has n o t  been used f o r  a long t i m e .  

Grave l  i s  s t i l l  be ing  ex c a v a te d  f r om  a p i t  a l o n g s i d e  the  road a s h o r t  

way f r om  Yuendumu. Gold was found  a t  Tanami and a t  The G r a n i t e s  in  t h e  

e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  bu t  n o t  in  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  (see M ad ig a n ) .

w a t e r c o u r s e s ;  e u c a l y p t s  grow a lo n g  t h e s e  sandy s t r i p s .  In t h e  wes t  

W a i te  Creek d r a i n s  s o u t h w a r d s ,  and E th e l  Creek d r a i n s  w e s tw a rd s .  T he re  

a r e  a s e r i e s  o f  c r e e k s  d r a i n i n g  n o r t h w a r d s  f rom  th e  ranges t o  th e  n o r t h  

o f  Yuendumu. These c r e e k s  a r e  used f o r  s u b - s u r f a c e  w a t e r  by the  

W a r l p i r i ,  who d i g  soakage w e l l s .  O the r  s u b - s u r f a c e  w a t e r s  have been

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
OF SOUTHERN WARLPIRI 
TERRITORY 
(See Map 2)

I m m e d ia te l y  t o  t he  s o u th  o f  Yuendumu a r e  

t h e  W a l b i r i  Ranges, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  sands to ne  

and q u a r t z i t i c  r anges .  The n e a r e s t  o f

t h e s e  i s  Yu rn tumu,  th e  honey a n t  dreaming 

s i t e  f rom  w h ic h  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  ta k e s  i t s

Yuendumu i s  on th e  n o r t h e r n  edge o f  t he  N g a l i a  B a s in ,

Creek beds c r o s s  th e  a r e a ,  bu t  t hey  a r e  n o t  permanent
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tapped by bo r es .  There  a r e  smal l  permanent  r ock  h o l es  wh i ch  the 

W a r l p i r i  s t i l l  know and use,  such as t hose  a t  Y a r r i p i 1a n g u . A f t e r  

r a i n  c l a y p a n s  f i l l  up w i t h  ephemeral  w a t e r ,  and d i p s  in t he  c r e e k  beds 

may a l s o  h o l d  w a t e r  f o r  a w h i l e .

Some o f  t he  bes t  w a t e r  has been a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t he  

p a s t o r a l  l e a s e h o l d e r s ;  f o r  example ,  Vaughan S p r i n g s : " . . . o f  the 

n a t u r a l  s p r i n g s . . . .  Vaughan S p r i ng s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t he  l a r g e s t .  I t  

p r o v i d e s  abou t  7-3 k i l o l i t r e s  per  hour  o f  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  wa t e r "  

(Bureau o f  M i n e r a l  Resour ces ,  E x p l a n a t o r y  no t es  t o  1 : 250 , 000  

G e o l o g i c a l  S e r i e s  map o f  Mount  Doreen,  p . 1 7 ) -

Su r f a c e  w a t e r  i s  somet h i ng  o f  no t e  f o r  t he  W a r l p i r i s ,  

who w i l l  show i t  t o  you as a s p e c i a l  a t t r a c t i o n ,  and t he  c h i l d r e n  

s h r i e k  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  when t hey  see i t .  The ave r age  r a i n f a l l  o f  t he  

area i s  l ess  t han 250mm a y e a r ,  bu t  ave r ages  a r e  mean i ng l es s  s i n c e  

t he  r a i n f a l l  i s  i r r e g u l a r .  In J u l y  o f  t h i s  y ea r  Yuendumu had 102mm 

in t h r e e  days ;  in a d d i t i o n ,  i t  had r a i n e d  f o r  two days in t he  p r e v i o u s  

week,and t he  c o u n t r y s i d e  was v e r y  l u s h .  Summer t e m p e r a t u r e s  can be 

v e r y  h i g h ,  as can e v a p o r a t i o n  r a t e s  because o f  heat  and w i nd .  Winds can 

make even sunny w i n t e r  days v e r y  c o l d  ( l  wore a p u l l o v e r  a l mo s t  ev e r y  

day in J u l y  and Augus t )  and a t  n i g h t  w i n t e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  can reach 

f r e e z i n g  p o i n t .

(For  more d e t a i l  on t he  t o p o g r ap h y ,  c l i m a t e  and 

v e g e t a t i o n  o f  t he  a r e a ,  see S l a t y e r  and P e r r y ,  P e r r y ,  t he  a r t i c l e  by 

P e r r y  i n He t z e l  and F r i t h ,  and g e o l o g i c a l  maps o f  t he  a r ea  (Mt .Dor een  

and Mt .  Theo i n p a r t i c u l a r )  pu t  o u t  by t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  N a t i o n a l  

Mapp i ng ) .

YUENDUMU - POPULATION The W a r l p i r i  a t  Yuendumu were f o r t u n a t e  in
AND STRUCTURE , .

be i ng  moved t o  a s e t t l e m e n t  on t r a d i t i o n a l

l a n d ,  and where t hey  c o n s t i t u t e d  ( a l mo s t )

t he  o n l y  A b o r i g i n a l  g r oup .  T h i s  has meant

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no i n t e r t r i b a l  f i g h t i n g  on t he  s e t t l e m e n t .  I t  a l s o

meant  t h a t  E n g l i s h  d i d  no t  have t o  be deve l oped  as a l i n g u a  f r a n c a

between d i l f e r e n t  t r i b e s ,  so t h a t  W a r l p i r i  i s  s t i l l  t he  mother  l anguage

o f  t he  peop l e  and E n g l i s h  i s  a t  bes t  o n l y  a second l anguage (and t h i s

in s p i t e  o f  t he  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  f i l m s ) .  C h i l d r e n  know v e r y  l i t t l e



-  8 -

E n g l i s h  when t hey  s t a r t  s c h o o l .  One n o n - W a r l p i r i  man who speaks in 

E n g l i s h  t o  h i s  W a r l p i r i  w i f e  has a t w o - y e a r  o l d  son who speaks 

W a r l p i r i  o n l y .  T h i s  use o f  t h e i r  own l anguage has he l ped  m a i n t a i n  

t h e i r  c u l t u r e  t o  a v e r y  s t r o n g  deg r ee .  The k i n s h i p  sys tem i s  s t i l l  

i n t a c t ,  a l t h o u g h  some taboos  a r e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  (see J anga l a  e t  a 1 . ,  

p p . 3 , 2 2 ) .  The c l u e  t o  much o f  what  goes on in W a r l p i r i  s o c i e t y  l i e s  

i n t he  k i n s h i p  sys tem -  f o r  a v e r y  s u p e r f i c i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  

see Append i x  B. A second consequence o f  t he  l anguage s i t u a t i o n  i s  

t h a t  t he  E n g l i s h  spoken a t  Yuendumu i s  s t a n d a r d  E n g l i s h  f o r  t he  most  

p a r t  and no t  a p i d g i n  o r  c r e o l i z e d  f o r m ,  and W a r l p i r i s  have no t  been 

s t i g m a t i z e d  when i t  comes t o  h av i ng  t o  speak E n g l i s h  a t  mee t i ngs  e t c .

Yuendumu i s  on t he  edge o f  W a r l p i r i  t e r r i t o r y ,  near  

Y a n m a j i r r i  c o u n t r y ,  bu t  most  p e op l e  a t  Yuendumu a r e  W a r l p i r i ;  t h e r e  

a r e  smal l  numbers o f  Y a n m a j i r r i  and P i n t u b i  who have m a r r i e d  

W a r l p i r i s .  These P i n t u b i  and a l l  Y a n m a j i r r i  a r e  r egar ded  as be i ng 

" n e a r l y  W a r l p i r i "  f o r  a l l  pu r poses  ( f o r  exampl e ,  f o r  be i ng  e l e g i b l e  

t o  own s t o c k  in t h e  Yuendumu M i n i n g  Company) .  The P i n t u b i  a t  Yuendumu 

l i v e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  t he  wes t  camp, and t he  Y a n m a j i r r i  i n  t he  eas t  ' 

camp. T h i s  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n r e l a t i o n  t o  W a r l p i r i  

t e r r i t o r y  ( a l t h o u g h  t he  hous i ng  s i t u a t i o n  and t he  E u r o p e a n - s t y 1e town 

p l an  f o r  Yuendumu i s  a l t e r i n g  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  s i n c e  peop l e  

a r e  moved i n t o  houses a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

l i s t ,  no t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a r e a ) .  The W a r l p i r i  a p p a r e n t l y  do no t  o r i e n t  

t hemse l ves  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  homelands.  I was t o l d  t h a t  t he  

Y a n a m a j i r r i  l i v e  in t he  e a s t ,  P i n t u b i s  i n  t he  w e s t ,  and t he  m i d d l e  was 

"a  g r e a t  b i g  mess o f  W a r l p i r i s " .

Yuendumu i s  a town o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 ,200 peop l e .  The 

e xac t  f i g u r e  i s  no t  known,  a l t h o u g h  e s t i m a t e s  v a r y  f r om 1,000 p e o p l e  

t o  1 , 400.  The 1976 census f i g u r e s  pu t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  875,  but  

r e p o r t s  I have heard s ugges t  t h a t  t he  f i g u r e  m i g h t  be low -  t he  f l a g o n s  

had come in t h a t  day ,  and many p e op l e  were o u t  i n  t he  bush i n d u l g i n g .

I am no t  even su r e  how one wou ld  u n d e r t a k e  a census a t  a p l a c e  such as 

Yuendumu. The p o p u l a t i o n  i s  v e r y  m o b i l e ,  no t  o n l y  between c e n t r e s  

(Yuendumu and A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  Yuendumu and Hooker  Creek ,  Yuendumu and 

W i l l o w r a ,  f o r  example)  bu t  a l s o  w i t h i n  t he  camps.  H o s p i t a l  r e c o r ds  

sugges t  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  j u s t  ove r  1 , 200 .  The census p u t s  Yuendumu 

t e n t h  on t he l i s t  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t r e s  i n  t he  N.T.  by s i z e ,  bu t  I have
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heard Yuendumu r e s i d e n t s  say t h a t  i t  i s  s i x t h ,  and the  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  

o f  th e  N .T .  (on a v i s i t  t o  Yuendumu f o r  a C a b in e t  M e e t in g )  say t h a t  i t  

was s e v e n t h .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  35 per  c e n t  o f  the  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  unde r  15 

ye a rs  o f  age (Young, p e r s .  comm.) .  The re  a r e  abou t  90 Europeans l i v i n g  

a t  Yuendumu, i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n .

From e a s t  t o  wes t  Yuendumu measures a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2.5km 

( t a k i n g  in  t he  humpy camps), and s l i g h t l y  l e s s  f r om  n o r t h  t o  s o u th .

(See Map 3 ) .  T he re  i s  a c e n t r a l  a rea  o f  town f a c i l i t i e s  (shop ,  s c h o o l ,  

c h u r c h ,  w o rk s h o p s ,  c l i n i c ,  powerhouse)  m in g le d  w i t h  E u r o p e a n - s t y 1e 

h o u s in g ,  some o f  w h ic h  i s  l i v e d  in  by A b o r i g i n e s .

The f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  town area  i s  th e  shop ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

around the  t im e  o f  m o rn ing  smoko. The schoo l  b reak  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h i s ,  

and c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s  a l i k e  meet up,  buy a d r i n k  o r  snack  and s i t  

o u t s i d e  o r  go i n t o  t h e  S o c i a l  C lub r e a d in g  room. On days when the  

s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  cheques come in  and a l s o  on paydays t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  

crowd o u t s i d e  th e  shop ,  c o l l e c t i n g  money and then  making p u r c h a s e s ,  

and hand ing  money t o  r e l a t i v e s  who have none.

There  a r e  a l s o  s econda ry  f o c a l  p o i n t s .  One is  t he  

C ounc i l  O f f i c e ,  a l t h o u g h  p e o p le  have c o n g re g a te d  he re  le s s  o f t e n  s i n c e  

th e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e  was moved t o  t h e  shop a r e a .  The c l i n i c  is  

a f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  women e s p e c i a l l y ;  t h e y  b r i n g  t h e i r  bab ie s  a long  f o r  

p r o g r e s s  chec k s ,  and o f  t e n , u n f o r t u n a t e 1y , because th e y  a r e  s i c k  w i t h  

d i a r r h o e a  o r  i n f e c t i o n s .  O the r  f o c a l  p o i n t s  a r e  t he  S o c ia l  Club 

r e a d in g  room a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  shop ,  and t h e  YMCA, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  

young men. The r e a d i n g  room p r o v i d e s  m agaz ines ,  books,  newspapers ,  

and d i s p l a y s  o f  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  newsw or thy  e v e n t s .  Reading i s  a 

m orn ing  a c t i v i t y  and th e  YMCA an a f t e r n o o n  one.  The YMCA p r o v i d e s  

pool  t a b l e s ,  m us ic  and v a r i o u s  c r a f t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and sandw iches and 

s o f t  d r i n k s  can be bough t  t h e r e .  Two pool  t a b l e s  have been re s e rv e d  

f o r  men and a t h i r d  f o r  women, s i n c e  t r o u b l e  b rok e  o u t  when th e  t a b l e s  

were m ix e d ;  however  t h e  women's t a b l e  i s  used by t h e  men u n t i l  school  

hours a r e  o v e r ,  s i n c e  young g i r l s  a r e  meant t o  be a t  school  , and m a r r i e d  

women a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  in  t h e  camps. Young men o f t e n  p l a y  f o o t b a l l  in  

t he  road n e x t  t o  t h e  YMCA.

In t h e  e v e n in g s  th e  f o c a l  p o i n t  -  f o r  those p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

a t  l e a s t  - s h i f t s  t o  th e  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t s ,  o r  on f i l m  n i g h t s  t o  t h e  

house o f  the  YMCA c o u p l e .  The Assembly  H a l l  was used in  J u l y  and
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MAP 3 : YUENDUMU SETTLEMENT,
NOVEMBER 1978
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Augus t  f o r  f i l m s  and c o n c e r t s ,  but  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t he  H a l l  was 

condemned -  o s t e n s i b l y  because th e  t o i l e t s  were in  an a p p a l l i n g  s t a t e ,  

bu t  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  reason  then  i t  seems c u r i o u s  t h a t  the who le  o f  

Yuendumu has no t  been condemned. F i lm s  a r e  now shown in th e  ga rden  o f  

the  YMCA c o u p l e ,  and c o n c e r t s  a r e  h e ld  on th e  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t s .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  r a i n  can c ance l  bo th  e v e n t s  now, and the  r o c k  band 

c anno t  make money s i n c e  t h e r e  is  no way t o  make peo p le  pay when th e  

c o u r t s  a r e  open t o  e v e r y o n e ,  and u n l e s s  t h e  H a l l  i s  r e p a i r e d ,  peop le  

may be d e t e r r e d  f rom  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  w i n t e r  months.  

B a s k e t b a l l  is  p la y e d  t w i c e  a week (one n i g h t  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n s  and 

a n o t h e r  f o r  p r a c t i c e ) ;  c o n c e r t s  a r e  h e ld  t w i c e  a week, v o l l e y - b a l l  

once a week.  The b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t s  a r e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  shop,  and 

t h e r e  a r e  p la n s  t o  ex tend  th e  ta k e -aw ay  food s t o r e  and i n s t a l l  pool  

t a b l e s  and p i n b a l l  m ac h ines ,  so t h i s  w i l l  w iden  t h e  appeal  o f  t he  shop 

area as an ev en ing  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e .

At  weekends t h e  emphasis  s h i f t s ;  t h e  shop c l o s e s  f o r  

S a tu rd a y  a f t e r n o o n  and Sunday, and p e o p le  move down t o  th e  M in in g  

Company S t o r e  w h ic h  opens f o r  bo th  a f t e r n o o r s o f  t h e  weekend. S ince  

v e r y  few pe o p le  have r e f r i g e r a t o r s , s h o p p ing must be done a lm o s t  e v e r y  

day -  b e s i d e s ,  dogs a r e  l i a b l e  t o  g e t  a t  any food  l e f t  l y i n g  a round .  

Peop le a l s o  buy p e t r o l  f o r  weekend t r i p s .

A c t i v i t y  a t  weekends c e n t r e s  on th e  Church on Sunday 

morn ing  ( f o r  the  C h r i s t i a n s )  and on the  c o r r o b o r e e  ground on S a tu rd a y  

n i g h t s  f o r  t he  p r a c t i c e  o r  pe r fo rm a n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  c o r r o b o r e e s .

Beyond t h i s  c e n t r a l  area  o f  communi ty  f a c i l i t i e s  and 

permanent  b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e  a r e  rows o f  Stage  I houses t o  t h e  w e s t ,  

n o r t h  and s o u t h e a s t ,  most o f  w h ic h  a r e  v a c a n t  and some o f  w h ic h  a re  

be ing  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  improved h o u s in g .  Around th e  ov a l  t o  t he  n o r t h  

a re  K i n g s t r a n d  houses,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  have been abandoned.

F u r t h e r  o u t  t o  t h e  west  i s  a humpy camp; t h i s  was 

p r e v i o u s l y  c a l l e d  th e  Tanami camp, and was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two s e c t i o n s  

f o r  th e  pu rposes  o f  r e t u r n i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  Communi ty C o u n c i l .  

These were the  W a r l p i r i  Tanami camp and th e  P i n t u b i  Tanami camp. 

However , d u r i n g  th e  y e a r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Yuendumu was a l t e r e d ,  

so t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  town were g i v e n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r
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m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s  in t h e i r  a r ea .  For  t h i s  purpose t he  Tanami  camp 

f u n c t i o n s  as one u n i t  and has been named Ngang i n i  a f t e r  a nearby  h i l l .

I do no t  know i f  t he  Counc i l  e l e c t i o n s  t o  be he l d  e a r l y  n e x t  year  w i l l  

f o l l o w  t hese  new a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i v i s i o n s .  In J u l y  and Augus t  a l l  t he  

humpies in t he  west  camp were s i t u a t e d  t o  t he  n o r t h  o f  t he  t r a c k  t h a t  

l eads t o  t he  Tanami  r oad ;  in November a l l  bu t  t he  camps on t he  

e a s t e r n  edge o f  Ngang i n i  had moved t o  t he  sou t h  s i d e  o f  t he  t r a c k ,  

f o l l o w i n g  on a d e a t h .

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t he  town i s  a n o t h e r  humpy camp,

Manja ( mu l ga ) .  T h i s  a rea  i s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  ' de ad '  humpies ,  f r om 

wh i ch  peop l e  have moved a f t e r  d e a t h s ,  o r  d u r i n g  a t e r m i n a l  i l l n e s s .

The Y a n m a j i r r i  l i v e  p r i n c i p a l l y  in t h i s  a r ea .

The humpies in t he  camp a r eas  a r e  made m o s t l y  o f  

c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n ,  w i t h  b r anc hes ,  t a r p a u l i n s  and c a r  b od i es  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

i n t o  t he  s t r u c t u r e s .  E a r t h  i s  b u i l t  up around t he  base t o  p r ev e n t  

wa t e r  r u n n i ng  in when i t  r a i n s .  I have a l s o  seen p l a s t i c  shee t s  used 

as l i n i n g  m a t e r i a l .  The ar ea  around t he  camp i s  c l e a r e d .  T h i s  i s  a 

p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ;  i t  p r e v e n t s  t h e  e n t r y  o f  snakes ( f o r  wh i ch  

t he  W a r l p i r i  have a deep r e s p e c t ,  i f  no t  f e a r )  and ha r mf u l  i n s e c t s ,  

and s i n c e  f i r e s  a r e  s t i l l  used f o r  c o o k i n g  and f o r  war mt h ,  t he  removal  

o f  g r a s s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  t h e r e  i s  t o  be no f i r e  h az a r d .  L i v i n g  i s  

done on t he  g r o u n d ,  and s i n c e  Yuendumu abounds w i t h  p r i c k l y  g r o u n d c o v e r ,  

removal  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  c o m f o r t .  An u n o b s t r u c t e d  v i ew  

o f  o n e ' s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  i s  a l s o  deemed d e s i r a b l e ,  g i v e n  t h e  W a r l p i r i  

d i s t r u s t  o f  g h o s t s ,  k u r d a i t j a s  and h o m i c i d a l  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e a t e n i n g )  

d r u n k s .  The wes t  camp has no shade a t  a l l ;  t he  eas t  camp i s  i n t e r 

spersed w i t h  c l umps o f  mu l ga .  I am n o t  su r e  how l ong t hese  t r e e s  

w i l l  l a s t  -  t he  e a s t  camp has no t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  as long as t he  west  

camp -  i n t h e  f a c e  o f  a demand f o r  f i r e w o o d  and b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .

These two humpy camps have o n l y  had w a t e r  p i ped  t o  t he  s i t e s  s i n c e  

abou t  t he  end o f  1977- The r e  a r e  no t o i l e t  o r  a b l u t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  in 

t he  camps.  I qu o t e  f r om t he  h y g i ene  r e p o r t  by R a i l i n g s :

' . . .  i n Manja camp t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  130 p e o p l e ,  wh i ch  
i s  more t han  t h e  t o t a l  European p o p u l a t i o n ,  but  
t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  abou t  10 t a p s .  Europeans a t  Yuendumu 
have o v e r  2 t aps  per  head o f  p o p u l a t i o n .  I f  we g r oup  
p e o p l e  by p r o x i m i t y  t o  t a p s ,  we f i n d  t h a t  t he  
s i t u a t i o n  a t  Manja camp i s :
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t ap  1: 4 a d u l t s  w i t h i n  20 y a r ds
t a p  2:  4 a d u l t s  and 6 c h i l d r e n  w i t h i n  20 y a r ds  
t a p  3:  12 a d u l t s  and 8 c h i l d r e n  between 30 and 

100 ya r ds  away
t ap  4:  22 a d u l t s  and 13 c h i l d r e n  between 20 and 

50 y a r d s  away
t ap  5: 20 a d u l t s  and 26 c h i l d r e n  between 50 and 

100 y a r ds  away
t ap  6:  19 a d u l t s  and 17 c h i l d r e n  w i t h i n  20 ya r ds

The n e a r e s t  a m e n i t y  b l o c k  i s  ov e r  200 y a r ds  away in 
Janganpa camp. . . .  1

and aga i n :

' . . . . i n  t h e  Ngang i n i  camp t h e r e  a r e  49 a d u l t s  and 37 
c h i l d r e n  w i t h i n  20 y a r d s  o f  one t a p ,  and 1 9  a d u l t s  
and 17 c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  o v e r  100 y a r ds  f r om t he  
n e a r e s t  t a p .  The n e a r e s t  t o i l e t  i s  ov e r  200 ya r ds  
away in P u r l ap a  camp. '

There  a r e  t o i l e t  and a b l u t i o n  a m e n i t i e s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  among t he  Stage 1 

houses,  but  t he  t o i l e t s  a r e  o f t e n  b l oc k e d  and o v e r f l o w i n g  (somet imes 

because t h e r e  a r e  b l o c k a g e s  between t h e  t o i l e t  and t he  s e p t i c  t a n k ) ,  

and t h e  showers a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  n o t  w o r k i n g .

Ther e  a r e  t h r e e  f u r t h e r  camps,  based on c lumps o f  

h o u s i ng .  W a r l p i r i  p e o p l e  have been a l l o c a t e d  26 houses and 6 f l a t s ,  

and 7 more houses a r e  t o  be f i n i s h e d  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s .  One such 

camp i s  t o  t he  n o r t h w e s t ,  c a l l e d  Wakur l pu  ( a f t e r  a h i l l  near by  t o  t he  

n o r t h ) ,  a n o t h e r  between t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t he  c hu r c h  i s  c a l l e d  Pu r l apa  

(because i t  i s  c l o s e  t o  t he  c hu r c h  c o r r o b o r e e  g r o u n d ) ,  and one t o  t he  

s o u t h e a s t ,  Janganpa (a possum dreami ng  t o  t he  s o u t h e a s t ) .  The 

Hous ing A s s o c i a t i o n  has s t a r t e d  e x t e n d i n g  and r e n o v a t i n g  Stage 1 

houses,  p r o v i d i n g  k i t c h e n s  and t o i l e t / b a t h r o o m s .  E l e c t r i c i t y  i s  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  t h e  houses y e t .  L i v i n g  i s  s t i l l  done a t  ground l e v e l  

and f i r e s  a r e  s t i l l  used f o r  warmth and f o r  c o o k i n g ;  peop l e  

f r e q u e n t l y  s l ee p  o u t s i d e  t he  houses ,  n e x t  t o  f i r e s .  In speak i ng  w i t h  

me, some peop l e  exp r essed  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  humpies ,  m o s t l y  because o f  

t h e i r  war mth ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  r ega r d  t o  t h e  ground be i ng  warmer  t han  

c o n c r e t e .  The YMCA emphas i ses  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s  in w i n t e r  because 

i t  i s  t o o  c o l d  i n s i d e  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g .

The p e o p l e  who l i v e  i n  houses spend a g r e a t  deal  o f  

t i me  w i t h  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  who l i v e  in humpies ,  and v i c e  v e r s a  - 

e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  pu r poses  o f  u s i ng  wash i ng  mach ines  and showers .  A l i k e  

o f  company i s  v e r y  pronounced among t h e  W a r l p i r i  -  f o r  exampl e ,  one
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person a l l o c a t e d  a r enova t ed  Stage 1 house in an area away f rom h i s  

f a m i l y  f ound i t  was " t o o  l o n e l y "  and spent  a g r e a t  deal  o f  h i s  t i me 

in a n o t h e r  camp; somet imes he persuaded h i s  r e l a t i v e s  t o  s h i f t  t o  

h i s  camp.

M o b i l i t y  between t he  camps i s  v e r y  h i g h .  Some peop l e  

have moved camps t w i c e  between August  and November because o f  d e a t h s .  

V i s i t i n g  and f r i e n d s h i p  may a l s o  m o t i v a t e  peop l e  t o  spend much t i me 

away f r om t h e i r  'home'  camp. Young u nmar r i ed  men may a l s o  s h i f t  

camps,  l i v i n g  o f f  one r e l a t i v e ,  then a n o t h e r .  When a person  r uns  o u t  

o f  money,  he may move in w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  u n t i l  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  

impr oves .  A man' s  f a m i l y  may move in w i t h  i n - l a w s  w h i l e  t he  man is 

away f rom Yuendumu f o r  any t i m e .  T h i s  s h i f t i n g  o f  camps means t h a t  

by t he end o f  t he  y ea r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t he Yuendumu Counc i l  may no 

l on g e r  be l i v i n g  in t he  camp t hey  r e p r e s e n t .

A l l  t he  town roads a r e  d i r t ,  p o t h o l e d  and in p l ac e s  

v e r y  sandy.  The Counc i l  t r u c k s  f i l l  i n h o l es  and g r ade  t he  w o r s t  s p o t s ,  

bu t  t h i s  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  a n e v e r - e n d i n g  p r o c e s s .  Any r a i n  pu t s  t he  

roads in a t e r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n ,  and c o n t i n u a l  u p g r a d i ng  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  - 

(new w a t e r  p i pe s  were be i ng  l a i d  in J u l y  and Au g u s t ;  new sewage p i pes  

were be i ng  i n s t a l l e d  in November)  makes a t t e m p t s  a t  permanent  i mp r ov e 

ments o f  t he  roads a was t e  o f  t i me .

The camps a r e  f r e q u e n t e d  by l a r g e  numbers o f  dogs ,  some 

w i t h  a p p a l l i n g  so r es  o r  wounds.  They a r e  no t  t r e a t e d  w i t h  much v i s i b l e  

a f f e c t i o n ;  p h y s i c a l  and v e r b a l  abuse i s  o f t e n  d i r e c t e d  a t  them.  They 

a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  wander  a t  w i l l  -  t h e r e  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  l a r g e  numbers in 

c h u r c h .  A p a r t  f r om t h e  h e a l t h  p r ob l em t h a t  t hey  pose - t hey  a r e  

f r e q u e n t l y  seen e a t i n g  f r om t he  same v e s s e l  t h a t  peop l e  t hen  ea t  f r om,  

w i t h  no i n t e r m e d i a t e  wa s h i ng ,  and t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no i n c i d e n c e  

o f  h y d a t i d s  i s  f o r t u n a t e  -  t hey  a r e  a g e n e r a l  n u i s a n c e .  There  a r e  no 

f a t  dogs a t  Yuendumu. No f ood can be l e f t  where t hey  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  

reach i t  and even meat  on a f i r e  must  be a t t e n d e d .  T h i s  does have t he  

advan t age  however  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no food  r u b b i s h  l e f t  a round t he  camps 

because t he  dogs ea t  i t  a l l ,  bu t  t he  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  c o i n  i s  t h a t  

the dogs t i p  ov e r  t he  r u b b i s h  drums and s c a t t e r  t he  n o n - e d i b l e  r u b b i s h  

in t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  s c r ap s .  Thus even a r e g u l a r  emp t y i ng  o f  

the r u b b i s h  drums does no t  g u a r a n t e e  a r u b b i s h - f r e e  s e t t l e m e n t .
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PL AT E  I : MANJ A CAMP

PLATE'  I I :  N G A G N I N I  CAMP

PLATE I I I :  N G A G N I N I  CAMP
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PLATE V: PURLAPA CAMP: OCCUPIED STAGE 1 HOUSE.

PLATE IV:  UNOCCUPIED STAGE 1 HOUSE: c o n c r e t e  f l o o r ,
c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f ,  c i n d e r  b l o c k  w a l l s ,  
f i r e p l a c e ,  1 t ap  o u t s i d e .
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PLATE V I :  WAKURLPU CAMP: IMPROVED STAGE 1 HOUSE:
2 bedrooms,  k i t c h e n  ( w i t h  f a c i l i t i e s )  
ba th r oom.  ’

PLATE V I I :  M A IN  ROAD OF VUENDUMU TWO DAYS AFTER HEAVY R A I N



1 8  -

Because o f  g h o s ts  and o t h e r  e v i l  b e i n g s , W a r 1p i r i s  f e a r  

the  d a r k ,  and t h i s  i s  one reason  f o r  t he  l a r g e  number o f  camp dogs; 

t hey  a r e  re p u te d  t o  keep a l l  t h e s e  m a l i c i o u s  n i g h t - t i m e  v i s i t o r s  away, 

o r  a t  l e a s t  warn the  p e o p le  o f  t h e i r  p re s e n c e .  And they  c e r t a i n l y  do 

ba rk  and c a r r y  on when a s t r a n g e r  e n t e r s  th e  camp a r e a .  When a f a m i l y  

keeps a s i c k  r e l a t i v e  company in  h o s p i t a l  o v e r n i g h t  t hey  im m e d ia t e l y  

l o c k  a l l  doo rs  once the  European s t a f f  has l e f t .  T h i s  seems s t r a n g e  

when a humpy c anno t  be lo cked  a t  a l l ,  but  i t  s hou ld  be remembered t h a t  

dogs a r e  no t  a l l o w e d  in  t he  c l i n i c .

Dogs a r e  a l s o  u s e f u l  f o r  keep ing  you warm. On c o ld  

n i g h t s  th e  dog t h a t  s n ugg le s  c l o s e  t o  you i s  welcomed,  bu t  t h e  t r a n s 

m i s s i o n  o f  d i s e a s e  f r om  dogs w o r r i e s  t h e  w h i t e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and the  

W a r l p i r i s  acknow ledge  t h i s .  But  t h e y  wou ld  n o t  p u t  t h e  dogs down, no 

m a t t e r  how bad t h e i r  s t a t e ,  w i t h o u t  w h i t e  p r e s s u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  when the  

dogs d i e  th e y  a r e  m e r e ly  th rown on th e  r u b b i s h  t r u c k .  A f t e r  a v i s i t  

by the  N.T.  C a b in e t  w h ic h  exp ressed  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  camp dogs ,  t he  

C ou n c i l  n ex t  day o r d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r s t  dogs were to  be c o l l e c t e d  and 

ta ken  t o  th e  dump t o  be s h o t .  A smal l  number ( c o n s i d e r i n g  the  number- 

o f  dogs t h e r e  a r e  a t  Yuendumu) were ta k e n  o f f ,  bu t  t he  pe rson  in cha rge  

o f  t he  t a s k  l a t e r  exp ressed  s o r r o w  f o r  what  he had had t o  do.  He c o u ld  

u n d e rs ta n d  the  reason  f o r  i t ,  and a l s o  u n d e rs to o d  p e r f e c t l y  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  d i s e a s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  bu t  t h e  unhap p iness  caused t o  p e o p le  whose 

dogs he had ta ken  -  e s p e c i a l l y  o l d  l a d i e s ,  who c r i e d  -  had d i s t r e s s e d  

him.

Dogs a r e  n o t  taken  on h u n t i n g  t r i p s ,  a l t h o u g h  they  were 

an im p o r t a n t  component o f  h u n t i n g  equ ipmen t  in  t h e  p as t  ( s ee ,  f o r  

exam ple,  C l e l a n d ) .  T he re  a r e  dogs a t  t h e  o u t s t a t i ö n s  how ever ,  and 

pe o p le  moving o u t  t o  them ta k e  t h e i r  dogs a l o n g .

To th e  ave rage  European eye,  Yuendumu is  s q u a l i d ,  

d e l a p i d a t e d  and d u s t y  -  o r  muddy, i f  t h e r e  has been r a i n .  Rubbish 

seems to  be u b i q u i t o u s .  H e a l t h  seems a p p a l l i n g .  Yet  th e  p l a c e  has 

a c e r t a i n  charm and happy q u a l i t y  abou t  i t .  The r u b b i s h  p rob lem  seems 

p r o b a b l y  worse than  i t  a c t u a l l y  i s  in  the  eyes o f  someone l i k e  me 

( a l t h o u g h  i t  does a l s o  seem t o  b o t h e r  some W a r l p i r i s ) ,  because what  

l ook s  l i k e  a p i l e  o f  r u b b i s h  t o  me is  home and a humpy to  a W a r l p i r i .  

L i k e w i s e ,  an o l d  t i n  can i s  s c rap  t o  me bu t  a u s e f u l  c o n t a i n e r ,  o r  

b i l l y  t o  a W a r l p i r i .



Yuendumu m o ra le  seems t o  be v e r y  h ig h  and the  mood is  

c h e e r f u l ;  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a s u b j e c t i v e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  i t  i s  r e i n f o r c e d  

by s t a t e m e n t s  f r om  v i s i t o r s  f r om  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and a l s o  when I 

compare Yuendumu to d a y  w i t h  t h e  mood in  197^ on a v e r y  b r i e f  v i s i t ;  

t he  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  has changed l i t t l e  (more b u i l d i n g s ,  c h i e f l y ) ,  

bu t  t he  p s y c h i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  seems t o  have changed c o n s i d e r a b l y .

YUENDUMU - The Depar tmen t  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  A f f a i r s
ADMINISTRATION , £ w

moved o u t  o f  Yuendumu l a s t  y e a r ,  and the

r u n n i n g  o f  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  has been handed

o v e r  t o  t h e  Yuendumu Communi ty C o u n c i l .

The Communi ty A d v i s e r  moved o u t  in June 1978 and th e  p o s i t i o n  was

g i v e n  t o  a W a r l p i r i .  The o n l y  DAA employee l e f t  is  th e  manager o f  the

C a t t l e  P r o j e c t ,  and t h i s  i s  in t he  p ro c e s s  o f  becoming an independen t

W a r l p i r i  Company (The N g a r 1 i k i r 1angu C a t t l e  Company). W i th  th e

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e r e  seems t o  have come t o

t h e  W a r l p i r i s  g r e a t  c o n f i d e n c e  in  be ing  a b l e  t o  manage t h e i r  own

a f f a i r s .  Europeans o f t e n  g rum b le  ab o u t  the  bad s i d e  o f  t h i n g s ,  bu t  in

t a l k i n g  t o  W a r l p i r i s  t h e r e  i s  much ground  f o r  o p t i m i s m .  Between my

two v i s i t s  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  O f f i c e r ,  a European ,  had r e s ig n e d

and the  j o b  o f  se e in g  t h a t  th e  town s e r v i c e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  was

g i v e n  t o  a W a r l p i r i ;  I heard no c o m p l a i n t s  and p l e n t y  o f  com p l im en ts

a b o u t  how t h e  j o b  was be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t .

The r u n n in g  o f  Yuendumu has been m o d i f i e d  t h i s  y e a r  t o  

f i t  in  w i t h  t he  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  camps. In J u l y  t h e r e  was t a l k  o f  

d i v i d i n g  Yuendumu i n t o  seven camp a r e a s ,  w i t h  each camp t o  be r e s p o n s 

i b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  namely r u b b i s h  c o l l e c t i o n ,  f i r e w o o d  

c o l l e c t i o n ,  and m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t e  and a b l u t i o n  

b lo c k s  ( i f  a n y ) .  T h i s  d i v i s i o n  was e f f e c t e d  and was in  o p e r a t i o n  a t  

my r e t u r n  in November , a l t h o u g h  th e  o r i g i n a l  p la n  had been m o d i f i e d  t o  

i n c o r p o r a t e  f i v e  camp a reas  and a town gang.  Each camp area  had a 

t r a c t o r  and t r a i l e r  f o r  t a k i n g  r u b b i s h  t o  th e  dump and f o r  b r i n g i n g  in 

f i r e w o o d ,  w i t h  d e s ig n a t e d  g a n g e r ,  d r i v e r  and back -up  d r i v e r ,  and a team 

o f  camp c l e a n e r s .  The sys tem seems t o  be w o r k i n g  w e l l ,  and w h i l e  I 

heard c o m p l a i n t s  d u r i n g  my f i r s t  v i s i t  abou t  c e r t a i n  camps be ing  missed 

o u t  on the  f i r e w o o d  r u n ,  f o r  examp le ,  I heard no such c o m p l a i n t s  d u r i n g  

my second s t a y .  The town gang is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  such t h i n g s  as
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a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  t he  sewage sys tem,  r e p a i r i n g  l eaks  in t he  

wat e r  sys tem,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a i r  s t r i p  and bo r e ,  and so on.

WARLP1RI-EUROPEAN 
ADJUSTMENTS

The Counc i l  has European empl oyees ,  bu t  t hey  

a r e  w o r k i n g  f o r  t he  Counc i l  and have no 

o v e r s e e r  r o l e .  I f  t hese  employees p r ove  t o  

be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t hey  can be removed (and 

no t  s i deways  w i t h i n  t he  DAA t o  somewhere e l s e ) .

I f  t he  W a r l p i r i  a r e  w o r t h y  o f  s e v e r a l  t h e s e s ,  t he  

Europeans a t  Yuendumu d e s e r v e  a t  l e a s t  one (and so does t he  i nc e s s a n t  

s t ream o f  v i s i t o r s ) .  R e l a t i o n s  between W a r l p i r i s  and Europeans seem t o  

be r e s p e c t f u l  and a f f e c t i o n a t e .  I f  t he  W a r l p i r i  way i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  i t  i s  

in no way t h o u g h t  t o  be i n f e r i o r ,  and t hus  accommodat i on i s  made f o r  

such t h i n g s  as absences because o f  mour n i ng  o r  because boys a r e  be i ng  

sec l uded  p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a t i o n .  Ther e  i s  no sense o f  ' s e p a r a t e n e s s 1; 

p a r t i e s  ( o f  wh i ch  t h e r e  were many) were mi xed ,  as were a l l  communi t y  

a c t i v i t i e s  such as s p o r t s  o r  dances .  Ther e  a r e  a s p e c t s  o f  t he  European 

l i f e - s t y l e  t h a t  t he  W a r l p i r i s  w i sh  t o  adop t  o r  adap t  and p r o f i t  f rom,-  

and t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  now a b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  them

s e l v e s  r a t h e r  t han  be i ng  i gno r ed  o r  p a t r o n i s e d  seems t o  be making f o r  a 

happy communi t y .  Tha t  t h i s  i s  so,  and t h a t  W a r l p i r i s  and Europeans get  

a l on g  i s  ev i dence d  by t he  amount  o f  mu t ua l  t e a s i n g  t h a t  goes on.  The 

two spher es  where one m i gh t  e x p e c t  c o n f l i c t ,  f r om ac c oun t s  o f  s e t t l e 

ments e l se wh e r e  ( e . g .  Tonk i ns on  197*0,  a r e  t he  c h u r c h  and t he  p o l i c e  

s t a t i o n .  At  Yuendumu I heard much p r a i s e  o f  t he  p a s t o r  and t he  p o l i c e 

men, and never  a bad wor d ;  t hese  p e o p l e  t a k e  W a r l p i r i  customs i n t o  

accoun t  and m i n i m i s e  c u l t u r e  c l a s h .  They a r e  a l s o  l e a r n i n g  W a r l p i r i .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  f ew f a c i l i t i e s  t o  educa t e  

w h i t e  peop l e  in A b o r i g i n a l  ways,  a European a t  Yuendumu has much t o  

l e a r n ,  no t  l e a s t  o f  wh i ch  a r e  W a r l p i r i  s o c i a l  g r a c e s .  W a r l p i r i  

p o l i t e n e s s  does no t  h e l p  t he  e r r a n t  w h i t e  person  t o  r e a l i s e  t he  fa u x  pas 

he o r  she may have made. For  example ,  on t he  f i r s t  mor n i ng  o f  t he  

Yuendumu S p o r t s  Weekend,  a l a r g e  crowd o f  peop l e  (abou t  80 a d u l t s )  had 

g a t h e r ed  t o  p e r f o r m  mour n i ng  r i t e s  b e s i d e  t he  Men' s  Museum on t h e  main 

road t o  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  a t  a t i m e  when t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  t r a f f i c  

e n t e r i n g  and l e a v i n g  t he  s e t t l e m e n t .  In t he  c o u r s e  o f  t he  r i t e s ,  

peop l e  c r ossed  t he  road o r  met  i n t h e  c e n t r e ,  embr ac i ng  and k n e e l i n g .

A l l  c a r s  d r i v e n  by A b o r i g i n e s  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h i s  a rea  would  s l ow down,
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and when t h e y  saw what  was g o i ng  on t h e y  would s t op  and t u r n  around t o  

f i n d  a n o t h e r  t r a c k  t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  Cars d r i v e n  by Europeans 

would d r i v e  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h ;  t hey  were no t  be i ng  w i l f u l  -  a l t h o u g h  

one c ou l d  c r i t i c i z e  some o f  them f o r  d r i v i n g  a t  h i gh  speeds ove r  

g r a v e l  t h r o u g h  a crowd o f  peop l e  -  bu t  t hey  were i n e x c u s a b l y  i g n o r a n t .  

Imagine i f ,  in a p l a c e  l i k e  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  a c a r  f u l l  o f  A b o r i g i n e s  

i n t e r r u p t e d  a f u n e r a l  p r o c e s s i o n .  And y e t  t he  c o n t i n u a l  b r e a k i n g  o f  

r u l e s  by w h i t e  peop l e  must  be a sou r ce  o f  i r r i t a t i o n ,  i f  no t  wo r se ,  t o  

A b o r i g i n e s .  Even i f  w h i t e  p e o p l e  a r e  no t  expec t ed  t o  adher e  t o  k i n s h i p  

avo i da n c e  r u l e s ,  o r  t o  r e f r a i n  f r om u t t e r i n g  t he  name o f  a dead p e r s o n ,  

t hey  o f t e n  p l a c e  W a r l p i r i s  in p o s i t i o n s  where t h e y  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  

i g n o r e  t ab o o s .

UFE-STYLE WARLP' R' There  have been many changes i n  t he  W a r l p i r i
l i f e - s t y l e .  (I  am n o t  i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  

were none p r i o r  t o  European c o n t a c t ) .  The 

g r e a t e s t  change i s  t h a t  t he  W a r l p i r i  a r e  no 

l on g e r  nomadi c ,  though t hey  a r e  s t i l l  h u n t e r s ;  p e op l e  a r e  s t i l l  s k i l l e d  

in f i n d i n g  food and e n j o y  h u n t i n g  t r i p s  immensel y .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  t hey  

wou ld  have moved f r om a r ea  t o  a r ea ,  w a t e r h o l e  t o  w a t e r h o l e ,  as t he  

n e c e s s i t y  o r  o c c a s i o n  a r o s e .  The c u r r e n t  s e d e n t a r y  l i f e - s t y l e  means 

t h a t  t he  game around Yuendumu i s  d e p l e t e d .  I t  a l s o  means t h a t  more 

peop l e  a r e  g a t h e r ed  in one area  t han was usua l  i n nomadic t i m e s ,  o t h e r  

than when ce r emon i es  were be i ng  p e r f o r me d .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  g roups  o f  10 t o  

40 would  have c o n s t i t u t e d  t he  b a s i c  h u n t i n g  g r o u p ;  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

Yuendumu t oday  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 , 200 .

Wi t h  t he  c r o wd i ng  have come o t h e r  p r ob l ems .  The most  

n o t i c e a b l e  i s  t h a t  o f  d i s e a s e  and i n f e c t i o n .  A l mos t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  have 

sor es  on t h e i r  bod i es  and have runny  noses .  Scab i es  and l i c e  a r e  

p r e v a l e n t .  An eye t r e a t m e n t  program i s  be i ng  i mp l emented .

Wi t h  an i n c r e a s e d ,  s e d e n t a r y  p o p u l a t i o n  have a l s o  come 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r ob l ems .  Ther e  i s  cause f o r  t e n s i o n  in no t  be i ng a b l e  

t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  a b a s i c  u n i t .  "Yuendumu i s  t o o  b i g "  i s  a comment heard 

f r e q u e n t l y  when t a l k i n g  abou t  o u t s t a t i o n s .  I l l i c i t  l ove  a f f a i r s  a r e  

a l s o  p o s s i b l e .  When a s k i n g  t he  cause o f  a f i g h t ,  t he  i n v a r i a b l e  r e p l y  

was " b o y f r i e n d  t r o u b l e "  o r  " g i r l f r i e n d s " .
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LC0" 0 ^ W i th  t h e  t e n s i o n  comes a l c o h o l  and f i g h t s

ensue in  th e  camps, a l t h o u g h  Yuendumu is  

o f f i c i a l l y  d r y .  A p e r m i t  is  r e q u i r e d  t o  

b r i n g  a l c o h o l  on t o  t he  s e t t l e m e n t ;  t h i s  

was a d m i n i s t e r e d  p r e v i o u s l y  by t he  DAA, bu t  i s  now d e a l t  w i t h  by t he  

C o u n c i l .  ( I n  a l l  t he  comments t h a t  f o l l o w  a c e r t a i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  

must be kep t  in m ind .  A l c o h o l  i s  p r o b a b l y  j u s t  as b ig  a p rob lem  in  

a European communi ty  when one tak es  i n t o  a c c o u n t  road a c c i d e n t s ,  

l o s s  o f  w o r k in g  h o u r s ,  b a t t e r e d  w iv e s  and c h i l d r e n ,  lo s s  o f  s e l f -  

r e s p e c t . . . )  The women come o f f  w o r s t  in  th e  camp f i g h t s .  A W a r l p i r i  

man (who d ra n k  h i m s e l f )  s a id  t h a t  d r i n k  was a p rob lem  because the  

women s u f f e r .  Women can move t o  th e  w idow s '  camp to  a v o id  drunken  

husbands,  o r  th e y  can move in w i t h  r e l a t i v e s .  C o m p la in t s  were a l s o  

made to  me by p e o p le  who d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  d i r e c t l y  f r om  d runken  f i g h t s ,  

bu t  s a id  t h a t  th ey  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  c o u ld  no t  s l e e p  because o f  t he  

n o i s e .  Among th e  t e e t o t a l  g roup  t e n s i o n  i s  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e  when t h e r e  

a r e  d runks  a ro u n d .  Peop le  in g e n e r a l  censured  d ru n k e n n e s s ,  a l t h o u g h  

I am no t  su re  i f  i t  was f o r  my b e n e f i t  o r  n o t .  Seve ra l  men t o l d  me 

t h a t  t hey  once d r a n k  ("1 was b r o u g h t  up t h a t  way " )  but  had g i v e n  i t  

up;  a t  l e a s t  two o f  th e s e  men I l a t e r  saw d r u n k .  The p o l i c e  t o l d  me 

t h a t  as many men as women w i l l  be up a t  th e  s t a t i o n  c o m p l a i n i n g  abou t  

th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  a d r u n k ,  bu t  th e  n e x t  n i g h t  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

one o f  t h o s e  v e r y  men to  g e t  d r u n k  and be th e  sou rc e  o f  c o m p l a i n t s .

Few women d r i n k .  The lo w e s t  number g i v e n  was f o u r ;  

g e n e r a l l y  th e  f i g u r e  was h a l f  a dozen t o  t e n .  Twenty  was th e  h i g h e s t  

number ( t h e s e  f i g u r e s  were o b t a i n e d  f r om  W a r l p i r i s ) .

A l t h o u g h  d r i n k  is  seen as th e  b i g g e s t  p rob lem in t he  

s e t t l e m e n t  (by W a r l p i r i s  a t  l e a s t  -  Europeans tend  t o  c o u p le  d r i n k  

w i t h  t he  l a c k  o f  employment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  as m a jo r  p r o b l e m s ) , d runks  

a re  no t  v e r y  v i s i b l e ,  and th e  ones I saw were in no way t h r e a t e n i n g ,  

bu t  on t h e  c o n t r a r y  o f t e n  a p o l o g i s e d  f o r  t h e i r  s t a t e  and e x p l a i n e d  

t h a t  t hey  had been " t o o  w o r r i e d " .  W i th  o t h e r s  a c e r t a i n  f r u s t r a t i o n  

became e v i d e n t  a f t e r  t hey  had become m i l d l y  d r u n k ,  and t h e s e  peo p le  

tended  t o  ex p re s s  anger  a t  v a r i o u s  f a c e t s  o f  l i f e  a t  Yuendumu, u s u a l l y  

expressed  a g a i n s t  a d e p a r tm e n t  o f  t he  g o v e rnm en t ,  bu t  somet imes a g a i n s t  

European i n d i v i d u a l s .  Response t o  r i b b i n g  was n o t  in c re a s e d  anger  ( f o r  

somet imes th e  a s s e r t i o n s  made were abs u rd )  , bu t  a t u r n i n g  o f  th e
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s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  a b i t t e r  j o k e .  For  exam ple,  a man who was- annoyed w i t h  

th e  Depar tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  in  some ways j u s t i f i a b l y  and in o t h e r s  n o t ,  

assumed the  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a p r o f e s s o r  and d e l i v e r e d  a l e c t u r e  on the  

e v i l s  o f  t he  D epa r tm en t ,  w h i l e  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n t e r r u p t e d  the  ' b r o a d c a s t 1 

w i t h  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  f o r  b ee r .  I f  t he  f r u s t r a t i o n s  w e l l  up a f t e r  m i l d  

d r i n k i n g ,  1 am n o t  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  d r i n k i n g  c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  t h e y  a re  

f o r g o t t e n ;  some o f  those  who a r e  p u t  in p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

w i t h  a t t e n d a n t  p r e s s u r e  f rom a l l  s i d e s  t o l d  me th e y  d ra n k  to  h e lp  make 

them f e e l  t hey  c o u ld  cope.  A c o u p le  o f  peop le  even s a id  t hey  th o u g h t  

th e y  were g e t t i n g  u l c e r s  f r om  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  w o rk .

The re  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a de b a te  abou t  w h e th e r  Yuendumu s hou ld  

have a wet  c a n te e n ,  w i t h  a l i m i t e d  number o f  beers  pe r  i n d i v i d u a l  pe r  

day.  Those in f a v o u r  seem to  want  t o  promote d r i n k i n g  as a s o c i a l  

phenomenon, where e a t i n g  and d r i n k i n g  go on t o g e t h e r .  Those a g a i n s t  

p o i n t  t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  was b u i l t  in 1974 as a d i r e c t  

communi ty  response t o  v i o l e n c e  w h ic h  had broken  o u t  as a r e s u l t  o f  heavy 

d r i n k i n g  s p re e s .  In th e  meant ime,  moves a r e  made to  make su re  t h a t  

d runks  do n o t  cause d i s t u r b a n c e  in t he  camps; t o  t h i s  end,  t he  Counci ' l  

w a i t s  by the  boundary  g a te  and s to p s  c a r s  coming in a t  weekends.  The 

d runks  a re  made to  g e t  o u t  and sober  up b e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  th e  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  c y n i c s  say (p e rhaps  j e a l o u s l y )  t h a t  th e  C ou n c i l  

members a re  do in g  t h i s  t o  g e t  t h e i r  sha re  o f  g r o g .

In c o n t r a s t ,  t h e r e  i s  no p e t r o l  s n i f f i n g  a t  Yuendumu.

P e t r o l  s n i f f i n g  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  t h o u g h t  t o  be a bad t h i n g .  The p r a c t i c e  

was r e p o r t e d l y  once i n t r o d u c e d  f r om  Papunya,  bu t  a d u l t s  t o o k  a v e r y  

s t r o n g  s ta n d  and p r e v e n te d  th e  h a b i t  f rom  t a k i n g  h o l d .  T h i s  shows t h a t  

a d u l t s ,  and in p a r t i c u l a r  t he  C o u n c i l ,  c l e a r l y  have a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  can 

a f f e c t  communi ty  b e h a v i o u r .
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I I

ECONOMY The t owns h i p  o f  Yuendumu e x i s t s  be c aus e  in

19^6 i t  was c o n v e n i e n t  t h a t  t h e  A b o r i g i n e s  

who had c o n g r e g a t e d  a t  The G r a n i t e s  should  

be moved t h e r e .  Ther e  i s  no economic r eas on  

f o r  i t  t o  e x i s t  and v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  E u r o p e a n - s t y 1e 

i n d u s t r i e s  f o r  c a sh  income.  Those ve r y  f a c t o r s  which made t h e  W a r l p i r i  

f o r t u n a t e  in t h a t  t h e r e  was r e a l l y  n o t h i n g  in t h e i r  c o u n t r y  t h a t  t h e  

w h i t e  man might  want  t o  e x p l o i t ,  o t h e r  t han  m i n e r a l s  - and hence  t h e  

W a r l p i r i  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h i s  c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  i n t a c t  - now 

makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  e n t e r  t h e  w h i t e  economy on ' r e s p e c t a b l e 1 

t e r ms .  And y e t ,  t h e  W a r l p i r i  a r e  now f i r m l y  enmeshed in t h e  wh i t e  

economy and do not  wi sh  t o  remove t h e m s e l v e s  from i t ,  f o r  t hey  see  

c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  w h i t e  m a t e r i a l  goods ( a l mos t  c e r t a i n l y  few o f  t h e i r  

p s y c h i c  goods)  a s  d e s i r a b l e .

The W a r l p i r i s 1 c i r c u m s t a n c e s  have a l s o  changed so t h a t  a 

nomadic e x i s t e n c e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  in some c a s e s  ( t h e i r  l and has been 

t u r n e d  ove r  t o  p a s t o r a l  l e a s e s )  o r  u n d e s i r a b l e  ( b e c a u s e ,  f o r  example ,  

t hey  wi sh  t o  have t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e d u c a t e d ) .  1 am s u r e  t h a t  i f  t hey  

had to  r e t u r n  t o  a nomadic e x i s t e n c e  t hey  cou ld  s t i l l  s u r v i v e  ( t h e  

younger  g e n e r a t i o n  p e r h a p s  wi t h  a l i t t l e  he l p  from t h e i r  e l d e r s ) ,  as  

long as  h u n t i n g  t r i p s  c o n t i n u e  t o  be a s o u r c e  of  p l e a s u r e ,  and hence 

as  f r e q u e n t  a s  t he y  can make p o s s i b l e .

TRADITIONAL In t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  sys t em t h e  b a s i c
ECONOMY . . .

p r o d u c t i v e  u n i t  was t h e  f a m i l y .  The man

was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o c u r i n g  l a r g e  game

( k a n g a r o o s ,  emus e t c . ) ,  and h i s  w i f e  or

wives  f o r  t he  d a i l y  p r ocu r e me n t  o f  v e g e t a b l e  f o o d s .  Both men and

women hunt  f o r  such i t ems  as  g oa nna s .  The women were t h e  d e p e n d a b l e

s o u r c e s  o f  food;  men may o r  may not  have r e t u r n e d  from a hunt  wi t h

game, depend ing  on t h e i r  l uck .  Accumul a t i on  o f  food o r  o t h e r  goods

di d  not  o c c u r ;  t h e  f o rmer  would p e r i s h ,  and t h e  l a t t e r  were an

encumbrance  t o  t h e  t r a v e l l e r .  The l e s s  one had t o  c a r r y  t he  f r e e r

one was t o  move in s e a r c h  o f  f ood ,  and t h i s  p o i n t  wi l l  a l s o  s e r v e  t o

e x p l a i n  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a m u l t i - p u r p o s e  t oo l  ove r  a c o l l e c t i o n  of
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s p e c i a l i s e d  ones (see T onk i nson  1978,  p p . 3 1 - 3 3 ) .  Thus,  i n t h e i r  t e r ms ,  

m i n i m i s i n g  ener gy  e x p e n d i t u r e  in t he  sea r ch  f o r  f ood was t h e i r  g o a l ,  

and so when i t  came t o  c a r r y i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  a ' g o o d 1 i s  somet h i ng  you 

need l ess  o f ,  r a t h e r  t han more.

Ot her  r e q u i r e m e n t s  were f o r  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  s h e l t e r ,  and 

f i r e w o o d .  A camping s i t e  wou ld  be chosen where bo t h  wou ld  be a v a i l a b l e .  

In t h i s  case a g o o d 1 i s  a p l a c e  where t h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  wood -  t he  

more such p l ac e s  t h e r e  wer e ,  t he  f r e e r  t he  W a r l p i r i  was t o  t r a v e l .  The 

same a p p l i e d  t o  f ood  and w a t e r ,  i n t he  sense o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  t hough 

no t  i n  t he  sense o f  p e r s ona l  a c c u m u l a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  o p p o s i t e  t o  

t he  Western  v i e w  where pe r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i on  o f  l a r g e  r es o u r c e  d e p o s i t s  

i s  d e s i r a b l e  - f r om t he  i n d i v i d u a l  ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  -  because t h r ou g h  

t h a t  o w n e r s h i p  one can have what  one wan t s .  Or a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  one 

can say t h a t  under  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  sys t em,  t he  s a t i s f a c t i o n / s a t u r a t i o n  

p o i n t  i s  reached v e r y  q u i c k l y .  S o c i a l  d i s c o u n t  and i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  a r e  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  anyway,  bu t  a r e  even more so as a p o i n t  o f  

s a t u r a t i o n  i s  q u i c k l y  reached and what  one f o r g o e s  now r o t s  and canno t  

be used in t he  f u t u r e ,  i . e .  t h e  s o c i a l  d i s c o u n t  r a t e  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

100 per  c e n t  when t h e r e  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g i v i n g  t h i n g s  up.  But  

i f  you a r e  q u i c k l y  s a t i a t e d ,  you a r e  n o t  g i v i n g  up a n y t h i n g  by a l l o w i n g  

o t h e r s  t o  have what  i s  l e f t  o v e r . T h i s  may have i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t i me  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  s i n c e  one m i g h t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  i n c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t he  

W a r l p i r i s  a r e  p r e s e n t - o r i e n t a t e d .

'Goods '  were no t  somet h i ng  t h a t  had t o  be worked f o r ,  

ex c ep t  in a r i t u a l  sense.  Food and w a t e r  were p r o v i d e d  by t he  l a n d ,  

and t h a t  t he  land d i d  so depended on c e r t a i n  i n c r e a s e  r i t u a l s  be i ng  

p e r f o r m e d ,  and no t  in p h y s i c a l  i n p u t .  P h y s i ca l  e x e r t i o n  was r e q u i r e d  

o n l y  in remov ing t hes e  t h i n g s  f r om t h e  l and .  The pe r f o r mance  o f  t he  

r i t u a l s  w a s / i s  no t  r egar ded  as a bu r den ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  f o r ms  p a r t  o f  t he  

r i c h  a s s o c i a t i o n s  between man and n a t u r e  and t he  Dreamt ime.

Land i s  t he  u l t i m a t e  r e s o u r c e ,  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  m a t e r i a l  

goods and p s y c h i c  goods as w e l l .  P r o v i s i o n  o f  goods i s  a l mo s t  i n s t a n t ,  

t hough some f oods  r e q u i r e  p r e p a r a t i o n  in g r i n d i n g  a n d / o r  c o o k i n g ,  and 

t o o l s  have t o  be f a s h i o n e d .  Land i s  i n t h i s  sense a l s o  a sou r ce  o f  

c a p i t a l  -  what  i t  p r o v i d e s  can be i n v e s t e d  in s e c u r i n g  s o c i a l  bonds 

so t h a t  i n t i mes  o f  s h o r t a g e  in o n e ' s  own area one can c a l l  on t hos e  t o  

whom one has p r e v i o u s l y  g i v e n .  The land and W a r l p i r i  s o c i e t y  t o g e t h e r
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are the embodiment of the Law, reflecting events and directions 
originating in the Dreamtime. The land has to be cared for, and for 
this purpose it is "owned". Land ownership is determined patri1inea11y , 
as was determined in the Dreamtime, and thus it cannot be transferred, 
sold or otherwise negotiated. Even land acquired by a pastoral lease
holder is still 'owned' by the various groupings although they may be 
prevented from visiting and caring for their land. For example,
Piki1yi (Vaughan Springs) is still definitely owned by Japangardi/ 
Japanangka. In one demonstration of hostility to Europeans, one young 
man expressed dislike for a certain pastoral ist "because he won't share 
the land with us". But notethe verb chosen, and the lack of an 
'either-or' proposed ownership.

In the event of a clan dying out, there are procedures 
for the 'inheritance' of that tract of land by closely linked people.

In spite of this 'ownership' the land is not viewed as 
being exclusive property. Firstly, entry must be granted to the 
guardians (from the opposite patrimoiety to the owners - See Appendix B) 
who are supposed to see that the land is in fact cared for - they are 
the "bosses" of the land - and the sacred sites w e l 1-maintaIned.
Because females also own the land and may wish to live there, or at 
least vist, then their spouses will accompany them. Sociability will 
allow for visits of others - forging bonds of friendship is essential, 
for if times are bad then one can count on the hospitality of those 
having better times.

In the traditional economy there is no problem with a 
supply of labour: each adult is self-sufficient. Children may not be,
but they are an investment. Old people wielded power in that they were 
the repository of ritual wealth, and in addition ties of affection 
ensured that no old person went without. Reciprocity between man and 
wife in the collection of food stuffs led to a specialisation of sorts, 
though each could survive independently if need be (male children 
accompany their mothers and learn about seeds, grubs etc. and how to 
procure them - elderly men join their wives in hunting for witchetty 
grubs sometimes - and women frequently procure lizards as a meat 
source. Specialisation had led to an efficient combination of types 
of food procurement, but not so far that one half could not exist 
without the other. Men might sometimes cooperate it. hunting, generally
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t h r o u g h  f r i e n d s h i p  t i e s .

In t h e  o r i g i n a l  economic system t h e r e  were e v i d e n t l y  

fo rms o f  exchange.  Young men ca u g h t  game and fed  o l d e r  men in r e t u r n  

f o r  r i t u a l  know ledg e.  A young man s i m i l a r l y  c augh t  game and fe d  h i s  

p a r e n t s - i n - 1 aw f o r  hav in g  a d a u g h t e r  bestowed on h im. A d a u g h t e r  was 

bestowed on a young man by h i s  c i r c u m c i s e r  in  c om pensa t io n  f o r  hav ing  

k i l l e d  him r i t u a l l y .  In t h i s  sense,  cus tom, t h e  l e g a l  sys te m , and 

economics a r e  i n t e r t w i n e d .  O the r  f a c t o r s  a l s o  d e r i v e  f r o m  t h i s  sys tem: 

f o r  exam ple,  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  few m a t e r i a l  goods in  t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  

recompense t o  o f f e n d e d  pe rsons  c anno t  be m a t e r i a l ,  bu t  i s  u s u a l l y  

ga ined  by c a u s in g  i n j u r y  ( o r  d e a th )  t o  t h e  o f f e n d e r .

A consequence o f  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  m o b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  l i t t l e  t r a d e  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p le .  Ochre was t r a d e d ,  as 

were p i t j u r i  and d e n t a l i u m  s h e l l s ,  bu t  t h e  m a jo r  exchange was in  

c e re m o n ie s ,  and t h i s  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o d a y .  A nomadic  e x i s t e n c e  d i d  

no t  make f o r  a c o n t i n u e d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  a r e s o u r c e ,  nor  f o r  t h e  

deve lopm en t  and t r a n s p o r t  o f  many goods .  M u l t i - p u r p o s e  a r t i c l e s  o f  

easy m a n u f a c t u r e ,  a t  w h a te v e r  l o c a l i t y  one happened t o  be a t ,  means 

a l o w - p r o f i l e  t e c h n o l o g y  and no m a r k e t .

S e c u r i t y  thus  had two bases in t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y :

(a) m a i n t a i n i n g  s o c i a l  bonds f o r  s e c u r i t y  when t h e r e  were hard t i m e s ,  

and (b) c a r i n g  f o r  t he  land  and p e r f o r m i n g  i n c r e a s e  ce rem on ies  t o  

ensu re  p l e n t i f u l  food and w a t e r .  A c c u m u la t i o n  o f  goods a n d / o r  l a n d ,  

and c o n t r o l  o v e r  a l a b o u r  sou rc e  had no p la c e  in t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

economy. The i n d i v i d u a l  a c q u i r e d  r i t u a l  know ledge ,  and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

h u n t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  as he o r  she grew t o  a d u l t h o o d .

In my v i e w  few o f  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  economic 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  have changed,  a l t h o u g h  th e  

W a r l p i r i  a r e  now f i r m l y  enmeshed in  t h e  

w h i t e  economy. S e c u r i t y  i s  s t i l l  seen t o  

l i e  in  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k s .  R e l a t i v e s  can be 

r e l i e d  upon t o  p r o v i d e  food  when i t  i s  needed,  as w e l l  as o t h e r  goods .  

The d e l a y  in r e c e i v i n g  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  payments ( p e n s i o n s ,  unem p loy 

ment b e n e f i t s ,  c h i l d  endowment) can be so long t h a t  when the  f i r s t  

cheque comes i t  can be f o r  as much as $ 1 ,5 0 0 .  T h i s  d e l a y  would be

ECONOMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS 
OF YUENDUMU
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deemed scandalous in our society. How is the individual to survive 
while he waits for his money? The Warlpiri view this as a problem, but 
it is less pressing, as one can count on relatives, even if one has to 
put them under duress. Incidents and casual conversations revealed 
countless examples of people asking relatives to help them out. After 
an unsuccessful hunt, for example, a family called in on the husband's 
family for food; a woman whose husband was away was supported by her 
brother-in-law.

The purchasable goods which are most desired by Warlpiris 
are: cars and trucks, food (especially flour,sugar and tea), clothing,
rifles, tents and housing, showers, washing machines, mattresses, 
blankets and pillows, billycans, playing cards, tobacco, cassette 
players and cassettes; and certain sectors have individual needs, for 
example the rock band wants instruments, the sportsmen want sporting 
equipment, some women want sewing machines, and some (ex)stockmen want 
horses, saddles, fencing equipment and possibly chainsaws.

Lest people should believe that the Warlpiri are succumbing 
to western goods and all that that entails, I would like to comment on 
the use Warlpiris put these goods to:

FOOD. The Warlpiri still enjoy hunting trips, and, with the
exception of a few goods I am sure that hunting produce would be their 
preferred diet. (Some sophisticates like Worcestershire sauce on their 
kangaroo). Meat is bought in large quantities, as are flour, sugar, 
and tea. Vegetables (potatoes, onions, cauliflower, cabbage...) and 
fruit find a ready market, but these foodstuffs are mostly eaten in 
traditional fashion or in modified forms of western cuisine.

Flour is mixed with water and cooked as damper in the 
ashes of a fire. Warlpiri women used to grind seeds and mix this flour 
to make a paste which was then cooked in the same way, baked in the 
ashes. Biscuits and bread are also popular, and might count as 
1instant damper 1.

Meat is thrown on a fire and grilled in the ashes. A 
branch is used to turn it over.

Vegetables are boiled in a billycan over the fire (yams 
are similarly cooked), or alternatively they may be cooked in the
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ashes ,  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  method.

Stews a r e  p o p u l a r ,  (as i s  t i n n e d  I r i s h  s t e w ) .  The r e c i p e :  

f i l l  a 1 a rge  b i 1 1 yean w i t h  w a t e r ,  add pee led  o n io n s  and p o t a t o e s  and 

chunks o f  f r o z e n  meat (chopped up w i t h  an a x e ) .  T i p  in  th e  c o n t e n t s  

o f  two p a c k e ts  o f  i n s t a n t  o n io n  soup p a c k e t s .  Eat w i t h  damper ,  wash 

down w i t h  t e a .

O ther  f o o d s  w h ic h  a r e  p o p u l a r  a r e  f i z z y  d r i n k s ,  sweets  

and c h i p s  -  but  c h i l d r e n  seem t o  buy bananas o r  a p p le s  j u s t  as r e a d i l y .  

Sometimes pe o p le  who came v i s i t i n g  wou ld  r e f u s e  cake w i t h  te a  o r  c o f f e e  

on th e  g rounds  t h a t  i t  was " t o o  s w e e t " .

I t  w i l l  be seen then  t h a t  food  p r e f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  t oo  f a r  

removed f rom  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s .  The method o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  is  

g e n e r a l l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  -  f i r e  i s  t h e  c o o k in g  medium; I once had p o i n t e d  

o u t  t o  me a damper w h ic h  had been cooked in an oven - t h i s  was o b v i o u s l y  

t h o u g h t  t o  be n o t e w o r t h y .

IMPLEMENTS. B i l l y c a n s  a r e  used n o t  o n l y  f o r  c o o k i n g ,  as o u t l i n e d  above,  

bu t  a l s o  as scoops when d i g g i n g  and as g e n e r a l  c o n t a i n e r s ,  f o r  example 

f o r  g rubs  when h u n t i n g  -  in  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t hey  a r e  ' c o o l a m o n s 1.

S i m i l a r l y ,  c row bars  a r e  used i n s t e a d  o f  d i g g i n g  s t i c k s  in  some cases .  

Axes bough t  in  t h e  s t o r e  a r e  more e f f i c i e n t  than  s to n e  a x e s ,  and in 

a d d i t i o n  th e y  i n v o l v e  no m a n u f a c t u r i n g  t i m e .  They a r e  used f o r  chopp ing  

down t r e e s  f o r  boomerangs,  as wedges,  f o r  p e e l i n g  b a rk  o f f  t r e e s ,  and 

f o r  c hopp in g  up f r o z e n  mea t .  R i f l e s  have ta ken  t h e  p la c e  o f  s p e a r s ;  

th ey  a r e  supposed t o  be more e f f i c i e n t ,  bu t  hav in g  seen them in  use ,  I 

somet imes wonder .

A l t h o u g h  some p e o p le  have exp ressed  w o r r i e s  t h a t  a use o f  

modern weapons may up s e t  t h e  e cosys tem ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  l e s s  

l i k e l y  than  d i s t u r b a n c e s  caused by c a t t l e .  The W a r l p i r i  do n o t  shoo t  

f o r  ' s p o r t 1, t hey  k i l l  f o r  f o o d ,  and even then  th e y  mix  s o r ro w  w i t h  

th e  j o y  o f  a c a t c h  (as two men were  k i l l i n g  a p i r e n t i  (a l a r g e  G oanna ) , 

a t h i r d  approached  me w i t h  shakes o f  th e  head and s a id  " p o o r  b u g g e r " ) .  

For a l i s t  o f  game p r o c u r e d  f rom  my v e h i c l e ,  see T a b le  1,

HOUSING. Houses a r e  used as s h e l t e r  f rom th e  r a i n  and w ind ( t h e

l a t t e r  c o l d  o r  d u s t y ) ,  f o r  s t o r a g e  o f  b e l o n g i n g s ,  and f o r  s e c u r i t y  a t  

n i g h t .  O t h e r w is e  houses a r e  used in  a ' W a r l p i r i '  way, w i t h  most l i v i n g
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s t i l l  be ing  done o u t s i d e  -  peo p le  b u i l d  f i r e s  o u t s i d e  and somet imes 

s le e p  on t h e  g ro u n d .  One t y p e  o f  hous ing  c o n s i s t s  o f  two s h e l t e r e d  

a reas  w i t h  a c o u r t y a r d  between ;  most  l i v i n g  i s  done in  t h i s  c o u r t y a r d  

w i t h  a w in d b r e a k  e r e c t e d  and a f i r e  g o in g  c o n s t a n t l y .  T a r p a u l i n s  a r e  

used f o r  e x t r a  s h e l t e r ,  th rown o v e r  t he  f ram ew ork  o f  a humpy.

CLOTHING. N o n - t r a d i t i o n a 1, bu t  sex d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  made. One man

showed c o n s t e r n a t i o n  when .an I n d i a n  c h e e s e - c l o t h  s h i r t  he was w e a r in g  

was l a b e l l e d  women's c l o t h i n g .  Women a lw ays  wear  s k i r t s ,  never  

t r o u s e r s .  Even th e  women's b a s k e t b a l l  team wore k n e e - l e n g t h  s k i r t s ,  

no t  s h o r t s .

B la n k e t s  a r e  t h e  a l l - p u r p o s e  g a rm en t .  They a r e  used 

i n s t e a d  o f  c o a t s  when th e  w e a th e r  i s  c o l d ,  t h e y  a r e  p u l l e d  o v e r  th e  

head to  keep o f f  th e  r a i n ,  c h i l d r e n  a r e  wrapped in them, s l e e p i n g  

c h i l d r e n  can be p la c e d  on them, t h e y  a r e  used as c u s h io n s  f o r  r i d e s  in 

th e  back o f  t r u c k s  o v e r  bumpy ro a d s ,  t h e y  a r e  used f o r  h o l d i n g  goods,  

and,  as a c o v e r  f o r  s l e e p i n g . . .

TOBACCO. The i n c i d e n c e  o f  smoking seems t o  be f a i r l y  h ig h  among

men ( v e r y  few women appear  t o  smoke) ,  though t h e y  seem t o  be a b l e  t o  

go w i t h o u t  f o r  f a i r l y  long p e r i o d s  i f  t h e y  have none and have no money. 

N a t i v e  to b a c c o  i s  s t i l l  e x t e n s i v e l y  used ,  e s p e c i a l l y  among women, and 

c i g a r e t t e s  a r e  o f t e n  dismembered because th e  tobac c o  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  

chewed r a t h e r  than  smoked. (The wad i s  he ld  beh ind  the  ea r  when no t  

be ing  chewed) .

From th e  above samples i t  can be seen t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  

a r e  changes ,  W a r l p i r i s  use w e s t e r n  goods as e x t e n s i o n s Ao f  t h e i r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  b e h a v i o u r .  In t h e s e  comments I do no t  w is h  t o  sugges t  

t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  h a b i t s  a r e  so i n g r a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  W a r l p i r i s  a r e  s t u c k  

in  an a t t i t u d i n a l  r u t ;  r a t h e r ,  I am p o i n t i n g  o u t  a c o n t i n u i t y  o f  

b e h a v io u r  w h ic h  has p e r s i s t e d  in s p i t e  o f  o r  even because o f  modern 

p r e s s u r e s .  T he re  s t i l l  seems t o  be a marked p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  m u l t i - u s e  

u t e n s i l s ,  e . g .  b l a n k e t s ,  b i l l y c a n s ,  a x e s . . . .  Such a p r e f e r e n c e  may not  

o n l y  be r e f l e c t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  o b j e c t s ,  but  may a l s o  

r e f l e c t  t he  c u r r e n t  s h o r t a g e  o f  money in  c i r c u l a t i o n .  I f  you can o n l y  

a f f o r d  one im p lem en t ,  i t  m ig h t  as w e l l  be one w h ic h  can se rv e  in  

s e v e r a l  ways.

The use o f  th e s e  o b j e c t s  i s  p r o b a b l y  a l s o  t r a d i t i o n a l :
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t h e r e  seems t o  be l i t t l e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  goods ;  they  a r e  used u n t i l  worn 

o u t , t h e n  th row n  away. T h i s  i s  o f t e n  t o  t he  d e s p a i r  o f  Eu ropeans ,  who 

c a re  f o r  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  goods in such a way as t o  make them l a s t .  A 

W a r i p i r i  uses h i s  goods,  p a r t l y  because o f  n o n - c o n s e r v a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s ,  

and a l s o  because th r o u g h  u s in g  i t  he i s  r e i n f o r c i n g  h i s  s o c i a l  bonds 

where h i s  s e c u r i t y  i s  seen t o  be. T h i s  i s  most e v i d e n t  in  t h e  m a t t e r  

o f  c a r s .  These a r e  used t o  v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  ones in 

h o s p i t a l  and away f rom f a m i l y ,  f o r  h u n t i n g  t r i p s ,  and o f  c o u r s e ,  f o r  

f l a g o n  r u n s .  The mechanic  a t  Yuendumu e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  ave rage  l i f e  

span o f  a p r i v a t e  c a r  owned by W a r l p i r i s  a t  Yuendumu i s  abou t  8 weeks 

(bough t  second-hand 1 m ig h t  add,  and bough t  f o r  between $700 and $1000 

a f t e r  f r e i g h t  c o s t s  f r om  A d e l a i d e ) .  Of t en  c a rs  t h e  mechanic  b r o u g h t  

up f r om  A d e l a i d e  in l a t e  A u g u s t ,  o n l y  one was s t i l l  w o r k i n g  in  November.

The p u n i s h i n g  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c a r s  i s  co u p le d  w i t h  th e  most 

i n g e n io u s  m ec han ic a l  know-how, and t h i s  appea rs  t o  be p a r t  o f  a g r e a t  

c a p a c i t y  f o r  l a t e r a l  t h i n k i n g .  T h i s  may d e r i v e  f rom a t r a d i t i o n  o f  

m u l t i - u s e  o b j e c t s ,  so t h a t  th e  l a c k  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l i s e d  t o o l  

does n o t  t h w a r t  t h e  d e s i r e d  end;  f o r  exam p le ,  i f  you have a f l a t  t y r e  

and a b roken  j a c k ,  d i g  a h o le  under  t h e  wheel  t o  change i t .

T h i s  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  m a t e r i a l  goods in  t h e  sense o f  

m a in tenan ce  i s  o f t e n  seen by Europeans as a b l o c k  t o  t h e  e n t r y  o f  

Yuendumu t o  a w e s t e r n  economy; t h i s  b l o c k  in  Eu ropean-War1p i r i  i n t e r 

a c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  a r i s e s  when i t  comes t o  money m a t t e r s .  A f r e q u e n t  

c o m p l a i n t  I heard f rom  W a r l p i r i s  was th e  Europeans a r e  t o o  concerned  w i t h  

money; when I once asked a f r i e n d  who went  on a d r i n k i n g  sp ree  to  R a b b i t  

F l a t  w i t h  no.money i f  he had been a b l e  t o  bo r ro w  money f rom  o t h e r s ,  he 

i n d i g n a n t l y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  A b o r i g i n e s  do n o t  owe money -  t o  o t h e r  

A b o r i g i n e s ,  t h a t  i s .  Every  penny I have e v e r  l e n t  t o  A b o r i g i n e s  has 

a lways  been r e p a i d  t o  me, and a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  a v a i l a b l e .

A l l  th e  w e s t e r n  goods th e  W a r i p i r i  deem d e s i r a b l e  must be 

p ro c u re d  f rom A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  i f  n o t  f u r t h e r ,  e . g .  A d e l a i d e .  There i s  

a lm o s t  n o t h i n g  t o  g e n e r a t e  money a t  Yuendumu i t s e l f ,  and so t h e r e  i s  a 

g r e a t  ' b a l a n c e  o f  payments '  p rob lem  ( t h i s  may be t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  

economy in  m ic r o c o s m ) .  The two c o n c e rn s  w h ic h  m ig h t  b r i n g  money i n t o  

Yuendumu a r e  t he  Yuendumu M in in g  Company and th e  Nga1 i k i r 1angu C a t t l e  

Company. The f o r m e r  makes money by t h e  s a l e  o f  le ases  and do in g
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c o n t r a c t u a l  wo rk  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  compan ies ,  f o r  exam p le ,  b u l l d o z i n g  

road t o  t he  m in i n g  c a m p s i t e s .  The Company is  h e a v i l y  dependent  upon 

DAA g r a n t s ,  and i s  c u r r e n t l y  in  d e b t .  The o n l y  v e h i c l e  th e y  have 

w o r k in g  a t  t h e  moment i s  t he  b u l l d o z e r  - t h e i r  t i p  t r u c k  t i p p e d  o v e r ,  

and th e  f r o n t e n d  l o a d e r  gave up.  Some money s t i l l  comes in t h r o u g h  

th e  s a l e  o f  w o l f r a m ,  and a n o t h e r  money s p i n n e r  is  g r a v e l ,  bu t  t h e  

hopes he ld  f o r  copper  m in in g  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be w i t h o u t  an economic base 

(amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t  o f  s u l p h u r i c  a c i d  t o  

Yuendumu p u t  t h e  p r i c e  up too  h i g h ) .

The M in in g  Company is  keep ing  i t s e l f  s o l v e n t  by o p e r a t i n g  

a s t o r e ,  in  th e  f a c e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  f rom  the  DAA. The s t o r e  s e l l s  f o o d ,  

p e t r o l ,  t o b a c c o  and spa re  p a r t s  f o r  c a r s  ( t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  n o t  s o ld  a t  

t he  S o c ia l  C lub s t o r e ) .  I t  has r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  a t y r e - r e p a i r  s e r v i c e .  

The two s t o r e s  a r e  no t  in c o m p e t i t i o n ;  the  M in in g  Company s t o r e  

p r o v i d e s  a com p lem en ta ry  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  S o c i a l  C lub .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  

s e l l i n g  and r e p a i r i n g  c a r s ,  th e  s t o r e  i t s e l f  opens o n l y  when th e  S o c ia l  

C lub s t o r e  i s  c l o s e d .  The need f o r  i t  can be jud g e d  by th e  number who 

use i t ,  and i t  shou ld  a l s o  be remembered t h a t  s i n c e  few peo p le  have ' 

r e f r i g e r a t o r s ,  and d i s t a n c e s  between s t o r e  and camp can be a k i l o m e t r e  

(and hence l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a r r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you 

a re  a l r e a d y  c a r r y i n g  a b a b y ) ,  a gap in  shopp ing  hou rs  f r o m  S a tu rd a y  

morn ing  t o  Monday morn ing  can be r a t h e r  long f o r  W a r l p i r i  h o u s e h o ld s .  

Such c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  however  a r e  n o t  taken  i n t o  a c c o u n t  by t he  DAA, who 

h o ld  t h a t  a M in in g  Company sh o u ld  no t  be a s t o r e  i f  i t  i s  g e t t i n g  

t a x p a y e r s '  money. ( i n  any case ,  i f  t h e r e  was no s t o r e ,  t h e r e  would be 

no M in in g  Company) .

The C a t t l e  Company i s  in l im b o .  In J u l y  i t  was w a i t i n g  t o  

hear  t he  r e s u l t  o f  an a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  DAA f o r  $120 ,0 00 ;  when I 

r e t u r n e d  in November t h e y  were s t i l l  w a i t i n g .  In t h e  meant ime th e  

t i t l e  t o  Yuendumu had been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t he  W a r l p i r i  peop le  but  no 

d e c i s i o n  was made on w h e th e r  t h e  c a t t l e ,  p r e v i o u s l y  owned by DAA under  

th e  c a t t l e  p r o j e c t ,  sho u ld  a l s o  be handed ov e r  t o  t h e  W a r l p i r i s ,  o r  be 

moved o f f  and s o l d ,  o r  w h e th e r  t h e  C a t t l e  Company s hou ld  buy the 

c a t t l e  ( f unds ??? )  Pending c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  o w n e r s h ip  b r a n d in g  had been 

d e l a y e d ,  and t h e r e  were t h r e a t s  o f  c h a r g in g  the  governmen t  a g i s t m e n t  

f e e s .
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SOURCES OF A p a r t  f rom th e s e  two ' i n d e p e n d e n t '  companies ,
INCOME

th e  DAA a l s o  funds  s a l a r i e s  and equipm en t  f o r  

t h e  Yuendumu Communi ty C o u n c i l ,  w h ich  i s  much 

l i k e  a l o c a l  gove rnmen t  c o u n c i l .  ( L a s t  ye a r  

i t  a l l o t t e d  c . $ 1 6 3 , 0 0 0 ) .  The DAA a l s o  funds  th e  Housing A s s o c i a t i o n  

and the  YMCA. A d d i t i o n a l  money comes in f r om  o t h e r  Government 

d e p a r tm e n ts  such as E d u c a t i o n  and H e a l t h  f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  th e y  run 

a t  Yuendumu, and money a l s o  comes in f r om  t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  S o c ia l  

S e c u r i t y  -  t h i s  pays i n d i v i d u a l s ,  n o t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h r o u g h  pens ion s  

( o l d  age,  i n v a l i d ' s ,  w i d o w ' s ) ,  t he  s u p p o r t i n g  m o t h e r ' s  b e n e f i t s ,  

unemployment b e n e f i t s  and c h i l d  endowment.  For  a l i s t  o f  S o c ia l  

S e c u r i t y  paymen ts ,  see T a b le  2.

A l l  t h e s e  payments a r e  monies t h a t  anybody in A u s t r a l i a  i s  

e n t i t l e d  t o  unde r  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n s ;  t hey  a r e  no t  payments t h a t  o n l y  

A b o r i g i n e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o .

The W a r l p i r i s  p roduce  no a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  European ( w h i t e )  

m arke t  o t h e r  than a r t i f a c t s  o r  p a i n t i n g s ,  and thus  t h e y  c o u ld  o n l y  '  

p r o c u r e  an income by be ing  a l a b o u r  f o r c e .  The Yuendumu a c c o u n t a n t  

t o l d  me t h a t  between $5 ,0 00  and $10 ,000  a y ea r  comes i n t o  t h e  community 

t h r o u g h  the  s a l e  o f  a r t i f a c t s .  (When asked abou t  t h i s  t h r e e  months 

l a t e r ,  he f i r s t  den ied  hav ing  t o l d  me t h a t  a t  a l l ,  and when he f i n a l l y  

conceded t h a t  he p r o b a b l y  had and I asked him on what b a s i s  he would 

have made t h a t  e s t i m a t e ,  h i s  r e p l y  was "b low ed  i f  1 know" -  and t h a t  i s  

t he  way re s e a r c h  a t  Yuendumu o f t e n  g o e s . )

EMPLOYMENT. As f a r  as l a b o u r  goes ,  t h e  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  on 

th e  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  few ,  and t h e  o t h e r  p la c e s  one c o u ld  f i n d  work a r e  

on c a t t l e  s t a t i o n s  o r  a t  A l i c e  S p r i n g s .  A N.T. T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n  

Repor t  s t a t e s  t h a t  ma s c h o o l - l e a v e r  f r om  Yuendumu has found employment  

in th e  l a s t  two y e a r s . ( N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  N e w s l e t t e r ,  J u l y  1978) .

A h i s t o r y  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  employment on c a t t l e  s t a t i o n s  i s  g i v e n  in 

Rowley 1978. C a t t l e  s t a t i o n s ,  t h r o u g h  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  award wages 

and a d ow n tu rn  in  t h e  c a t t l e  i n d u s t r y ,  have a l l  bu t  d r i e d  up as a 

s ou rce  o f  employment f o r  A b o r i g i n e s .  In t he  1 9 6 0 ' s C e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a n  

A b o r i g i n a l  l a b o u r  was used on a seasona l  b a s i s  in  p i c k i n g  f r u i t  in  th e  

R i v e r i n a .  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  does no t  appear  t o  be a p o p u l a r  p la c e  t o

l i v e  and w o rk ;  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no mass m i g r a t i o n  t h e r e .  The
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NO.

Old Age Pension *+5 $4 ,554  - 40

Widow 's  Pension 15 1 ,*+62.80

1 n v a 1 id Pens ion 18 1 , 8 7 7 .1 0 per  f o r t n i g h t

S u p p o r t i n g  M o t h e r ' s  
B e n e f i t 7 1 , 0 1 3 .3 0

Unemployment B e n e f i t 62 JU

C h i l d  Endowment 93 6 , 8 8 1 . 0 0 -  pe r  month

Othe r 10 82*+ .00 -  per  f o r t n i g h t

FORTNIGHTLY INCOME: $ 1 3 ,1 7 2 .1 0
[1 ]

J + U.B.

*  M a r i t a l  s t a t u s  and age o f  r e c i p i e n t s  no t  known. Unemployment 
b e n e f i t  f o r  m a r r i e d  p e o p le :  $171 .6 0  per  f o r t n i g h t ;  f o r  s i n g l e  
p e o p le  o v e r  18 y e a r s :  $102 .9 0  per  f o r t n i g h t ;  f o r  s i n g l e  peop le  
unde r  18 y e a r s :  $72 .0 0  per  f o r t n i g h t .  Maximum amount coming 
i n t o  Yuendumu in  unemployment b e n e f i t s  ( i . e .  i f  a l l  r e c i p i e n t s  
were m a r r i e d )  wou ld  be $ 1 0 ,6 3 9 -2 0  each f o r t n i g h t .

P ]  add ing  in  h a l f  t he  m o n t h l y  amount f o r  c h i l d  endowment.

TABLE 2,
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' p u l l i n g '  f a c t o r s  o f  Yuendumu may be r e i n f o r c e d  by n e g a t i v e  f e e l i n g s  

abou t  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m o r e - o r - l e s s  permanent  

W a r l p i r i  camps a t  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ) ,  s i n c e  the  mood o f  t h e  town is  

h o s t i l e  t o  A b o r i g i n e s  -  t hey  and t h e i r  camps a re  seen as a b l i g h t  on 

th e  t o u r i s t  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t he  a r e a .  Those who have t r a v e l l e d  w i d e l y  

and have worked e l s e w h e r e  say they  d e f i n i t e l y  p r e f e r  t o  be a t  Yuendumu, 

though t h a t  i s  no t  t o  say t h a t  t h e y  do no t  want  t o  t r a v e l  some more.

The number o f  p e o p le  employed a t  Yuendumu in  November 1978 

i s  g i v e n  in  T a b l e  3- A l l  b u t  one o f  t he  women employed by th e  

C o u n c i l  work as town c l e a n e r s ;  t he  e x c e p t i o n  i s  a t y p i s t .  The men 

employed by t he  C ou n c i l  a r e  e i t h e r  d r i v e r s  o r  a r e  in a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

p o s i t i o n s .  The Yuendumu: Book o f  t h e  Community o f  1977 s t a t e s  t h a t  

Yuendumu had an e s t i m a t e d  w o r k f o r c e  o f  528,  o f  w h ic h  160 were employed .

The amount o f  money coming i n t o  Yuendumu each f o r t n i g h t  in  

wages and s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  payments i s  c a l c u l a t e d  to  be a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

$55,000 (Young, p e r s . o o r m . ) ,  though t h e  ' b a n k '  manager a t  Yuendumu 

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  between $20 ,000  and $25,000 comes i n t o  t he  ba n k -  

each f o r t n i g h t .  T a k in g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Yuendumu t o  be 1 ,2 00 ,  t he  

pe r  c a p i t a  f o r t n i g h t l y  income is  j u s t  under  $48.

A range  o f  p o s s i b l e  p u r c h a s e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  p r i c e s ,  i s  g i v e n  

in  T a b le  4 . Tha t  game i s  i m p o r t a n t  as a supp lemen t  t o  d i e t  i s  

ev idenc e d  by the  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  shown a f t e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  h u n t i n g  t r i p s .

Money a lw ay s  seems t o  be s h o r t .  Some p e o p le  dream v a g u e l y  

o f  a m i r a c l e  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  in  t h e  cash th e y  w is h  f o r  -  t he  government  

i s  t o o  s lo w ,  and to o  s t i n g y .  Gold o r  o i l  seem t o  be t h e  two f a v o u r i t e s ;  

no -one  m en t ioned  u r a n iu m ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  W a r l p i r i s  a re  aware t h a t  i t  has 

been found  in  th e  v i c i n i t y .  A t t i t u d e s  t o  m in in g  and u ran ium  a re  hard 

t o  a s c e r t a i n ;  peo p le  g e n e r a l l y  say th e y  d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  abou t  i t .  

One pe rson  ex p res s ed  no w o r r i e s ,  s i n c e  " t h e  m in in g  peo p le  ask t he  

W a r l p i r i s  i f  i t ' s  OK" -  I b e l i e v e  he was c o n f u s i n g  m in e r s  in  g e n e r a l  

w i t h  t he  AFMEC0 Company w h ic h  has e n t e r e d  i n t o  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t he  

Yuendumu M in in g  Company, and indeed one o f  t h e  c la u s e s  in  t h e  agreement  

i s  t h a t  t he  e x p l o r a t i o n  company sh o u ld  ask w h e th e r  m in in g  in any area 

i s  OK b e f o r e  th e y  s t a r t .  A n o th e r  pe rson  s a id  m in in g  would be OK i f  

c a r e  was t a k e n ,  and a t h i r d  s a id  he was v e r y  w o r r i e d  abou t  what  m in in g  

would do t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  ( t h e s e  t h r e e  o p i n i o n s  were  in  des c end ing  o r d e r



-  39  -

PEOPLE EMPLOYED AT YUENDUMU, NOVEMBER 1978

WARLPIRI

M a le  Femal

C O U N C I L ^  30 34

SCHOOL t e a c h e r s ,  4 F / t  9
b i l i n g u a l  w o r k e r s  2 P / t

5 c l e a n e r s

e

F / t

EUROPEAN

4

17

HOUSING ASSOCIATION 12 - 4

SOCIAL CLUB 2 6 ( + 1 ) [ 2 ] 5

HOSPITAL 1 F / t
2 P / t

4 H ea1t h  r ,
W o r k e r s  3 

1 C l e a n e r

3

CATTLE COMPANY 12 s to c k m e n - 1

MINING COMPANY ( 2 ) [ 2 ] (2 P / t )  ^ 2

YMCA 1 1 c l e a n e r 2

POLICE 1 t r a c k e r - 2n

OTHER - 1 2

68 (+2) 56 (+2)
—

N o t e s :  [ l ]

[ 2 ] 

[ 3 ]

M

V a c a n c i e s  e x i s t  f o r  a m e c h a n i c  and a p l u m b e r .  

P e o p l e  e m p lo y e d ,  b u t  have  n o t  been a t t e n d i n g  w o r k .  

One f u r t h e r  h e a l t h  w o r k e r  t o  be a p p o i n t e d .

Soon t o  be t h r e e .

F / t  F u l l  t i m e .

P / t  P a r t  t i m e .

TABLE 3.
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SAMPLE OF

PRICES AT YUENDUMU SOCIAL CLUB STORE

N o v . 1978 J u l y  1978

Loa f  o f  bread 90c 75c

10 kg. f l o u r $^ •90

1 k g . p l a i n  f l o u r 6 3 c 62c

1 k g . S. R. f l o u r 65c 62c

1 k g . powdered m i l k $2 .90 (300 g r . )  90c

3 0 0  g r .  t i n  co rn  beef 1.10

250 g r .  tea 1.00

2% kg.  p o t a t o e s 1 . 5 2 $ 1 . 3 0

Smal l  can f i z z y  d r i n k kOc 35c

^ 10 g r .  e v a p o r a te d  m i l k k 8 -5 0 c ^ 0 - k 2 c

425 g r .  t i n n e d  peaches 55c 53c

mea t ,  rough c u t s ,  pe r  kg. $1 .60

o r a n g e / a p p l e / b a n a n a ,  ea. 20c 20c

ha 1f  c a u 1 i f 1ower $1 .90

B i l l  yean $4.55

Ename1 mug s , . e a . $1 .20

P e t r o  1, pe r  l i t r e 26c 25c
(30c a t  M in in g  Co. s t o r e )

Rent :  $20-30 per  f o r t n i g h t  (depend ing  on w h e th e r  e l e c t r i c i t y  connec te d )

F i lm  Show: $1 a d u l t s ,  30c c h i l d r e n .

Who 1e b u l l o c k  - $50

TABLE A.
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o f  a g e ) .  A f o u r t h  s a id  t h a t  he p r o b a b l y  would be v e r y  w o r r i e d  i f  he 

knew more abou t  i t .

I f  v e r y  l i t t l e  money i s  g e n e r a te d  a t  Yuendumu, n o t  v e r y  

much o f  i t  c i r c u l a t e s  e i t h e r .  Money can be d i s t r i b u t e d  to  o n e ' s  

r e l a t i v e s  as a sem i-bound d u t y ,  o r  one can s c a t t e r  i t  t h r o u g h  g a m b l i n g -  

c a r d - p l a y i n g  i s  t he  o n l y  fo rm  t h a t  1 am aware o f ,  a l t h o u g h  c h i l d r e n  

p l a y  a game c a l l e d  h o l e y . w h i c h  i s  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  m a r b l e s ,  p lay ed  w i t h  

c o i n s .  The S o c ia l  C lub manages t o  keep some money a t  Yuendumu; i t  

runs the  s t o r e  on t h e  p r o f i t s  f r om  th e  s a l e  o f  goods.  A f t e r  payment 

o f  s a l a r i e s  and o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  t h e  money i s  i n v e s t e d  in t he  

communi ty  in t he  fo rm  o f  f i l m  p r o j e c t o r s ,  band equ ipm en t  and so on.

I t  has a l s o  funded t h e  Yuendumu S p o r t s  Weekend, and i t  pays f o r  

s e r v i c e s  such as th e  m a i l  p l a n e  w h ic h  comes in once a w e e k , u n l e s s  th e  

a i r s t r i p  i s  o u t ,  and i t  employs two p e o p le  t o  run th e  bank and the  

' pos t  o f f i c e 1.

O t h e r w is e  a l l  t h e  money coming in goes s t r a i g h t  back i n t o  

the  w h i t e  economy -  pay in g  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  goods ,  t he  p e r s o n - 

who d e l i v e r s  them t o  Yuendumu, and th e  p e t r o l  t o  g e t  them t h e r e .  I am 

sure  t h a t  a g r e a t  deal  o f  money i s  spen t  each weekend a t  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  

A i l e r o n ,  R a b b i t  F l a t  and Glen Helen  on the  f l a g o n  r u n s ,  bu t  p r o b a b l y  

the  o n l y  way t o  f i n d  o u t  wou ld  be t o  j o i n  in t h e s e  n e f a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

I f  a b ig  cheque comes i n ,  pe rhaps  because o f  a bac k lo g  o f  s o c i a l  

s e c u r i t y  payments o w in g ,  then  i t  u s u a l l y  goes s t r a i g h t  back t o  A l i c e  

S p r i n g s  in  payment f o r  a c a r .

Thus i t  w i l l  be seen t h a t  a l l  money coming i n t o  Yuendumu 

is  f rom the  Government ,  and i t  i s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  ( i n  ou r  te rm s )  an 

e x t r e m e l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  commun i ty .

I am u n a b le  t o  be v e r y  c o n s t r u c t i v e  abou t  remed ies  f o r  t he  

ba la n c e  o f  payments p ro b le m .  A v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n ,  f o r  exam ple,  c o u ld  

a t  l e a s t  remove t h e  need f o r  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  f r e s h  f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e s  

i n t o  Yuendumu. But a scheme l i k e  t h i s  would f i r s t  have to  remove th e  

o b s t a c l e s  o u t l i n e d  be low ,  and one would have t o  be su re  t h a t  i t  had 

s o l i d  s u p p o r t  f r om  th e  W a r l p i r i s ,  o t h e r w i s e  th e  scheme is  doomed. But 

i t  c o u ld  be doomed anyway, i f  s o u t h e r n  s u p p l i e r s  demanded an a l l - o r -  

n o t h i n g  c o n t r a c t ;  t h e y  may no t  w i s h  to  b o t h e r  s u p p l y i n g  Yuendumu w i t h  

s m a l l e r  ( o r  v a r y i n g )  amounts on a seasona l  b a s i s .  (An i n a b i l i t y  t o
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make sudden c o n t i n g e n c y  p l an s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t he  

Sp o r t s  Weekend t he  S o c i a l  Club s t o r e  was u n ab l e  t o  meet  t he  demands 

o f  t he  i n f l u x  o f  v i s i t o r s ,  and ran o u t  o f  bread and p e t r o l .

F o r t u n a t e l y  t he  M i n i ng  Company s t o r e  s t i l l  had some. )

One mechanism may be t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n d u s t r i e s  on t he  s o r t s  

o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  t he  W a r l p i r i s  e n j o y  d o i ng  anyway.  The j o b s  t h a t  a r e  

p o p u l a r  a t  Yuendumu a r e  t he  j o b s  t h a t  g i v e  t he  employee access  t o  a 

v e h i c l e ,  t hose  t h a t  a r e  i n v o l v e d  in t h i n g s  W a r l p i r i  such as t he  

b i l i n g u a l  p rogram,  and t hose  t h a t  g i v e  s t a t u s .  From t h i s  i t  m i g h t  be 

p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an ' e x c l u s i v e '  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y ;  t h i s  c o u l d  

i n c l u d e  a camping t r i p ,  a v i s i t  t o  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e  a l ong  w i t h  

s t o r i e s  o f  i t s  o r i g i n  o r  d r ea mi ng ,  and perhaps  w i t h  f ood  p r o v i d e d  in 

p a r t  by h u n t i n g .  Such a program shou l d  i n v o l v e  o n l y  smal l  numbers o f  

t o u r i s t s ,  not  o n l y  t o  p r e v e n t  s p o i l i n g  by c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n  bu t  a l s o  

t o  ensu r e  t h a t  each t o u r i s t  i s  accompanied by a W a r l p i r i  t o  spo t  and 

perhaps  p r o c u r e  f o o d .  The m e r i t  o f  t h i s  scheme i s  t h a t  i t  would 

i n v o l v e  a w i de  a g e - r a n g e ;  a young per son  t o  d r i v e ,  an o l d  per son  as 

boss o f  t he  s i t e  e t c . ,  and men and women would  bo t h  have t o  be p r e s e n t  

f o r  h u n t i n g .  D i f f e r e n t  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d  be i n v o l v e d  f o r  t r i p s  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  The d i s a d v a n t a g e  would be t h a t  an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  would  have t o  o p e r a t e  f r om A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  

g i v e n  Yuendumu's l a c k  o f  commun i ca t i on  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and would  most  

p r o b a b l y  need t o  be o r g a n i z e d  by a European ( a t  l e a s t  f o r  i t s  i n i t i a l  

p e r i o d ) .  I t  wou ld  a l s o  have t o  be e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  p r epa r ed  i f  

d i s g r u n t l e d  v i s i t o r s  a r e  no t  t o  become a p r ob l em,  and t he  v e h i c l e  

would have t o  be t r e a t e d  in a European way,  i . e .  kep t  c l e a n  and 

m o d e r a t e l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  and in good r u n n i n g  o r d e r .

Some Europeans ex p r es s  i r r i t a t i o n  a t  t h e  W a r l p i r i s '  seeming 

i n a b i l i t y  t o  do t h i n g s  f o r  t hemse l ves  o r  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  e n t hus i a s m f o r  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  p r ob l ems such as t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  r u b b i s h ,  o r  o f  

s e t t i n g  up e n t e r p r i s e s .  Those who a r e  p l aced  in p o s i t i o n s  o f  o f f i c i a l  

a u t h o r i t y  a r e  o f t e n  p r es s u r ed  t o  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e x t r a n e o u s  

m a t t e r s  wh i ch  t h e y  c anno t  do c o m p l e t e l y ,  f o r  t h e y  canno t  assume 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  k i n ,  and in t he  even t  t h a t  

t hey  d i d  u n d e r t a k e  t o  do so,  t hey  wou ld  d e v e l op  u l c e r s  w i t h i n  weeks 

because t hey  canno t  d e v i s e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  s h i f t  blame f o r  a l a c k  o f  

success .  The Europeans can;  as I have s a i d ,  t hey  can blame t h e  l a c k



o f  r e s u l t s  on A b o r i g i n a l  l a z i n e s s  e t c .  and f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t hey  can 

a l ways  l eave  Yuendumu. War 1p i r i  men in p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  

when d r u n k ,  f r e q u e n t l y  a s s e r t  t h a t  t hey  a r e  g o i ng  t o  r e s i g n .

The pas t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l '  p a t t e r n  o f  Yuendumu i s  a l s o  t o  

blame;  f o r  t h i r t y  y ea r s  t he  W a r l p i r i  have had no r ea l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  t he  r u n n i ng  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Apa t hy  i s  an u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  co n s e 

quence.  Be f o r e  one can p l a n ,  one must  d e v e l op  t he  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  

t he  f u t u r e  can be c o n t r o l l e d ;  deve l opment  s t r a t e g i e s  d i d  not  f i g u r e  

in t he  p a s t ,  bu t  t hese  q u e s t i o n s  become c r u c i a l  in such m a t t e r s  as 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  ma r ke t s  b e f o r e  one s t a r t s  p r o d u c t i o n .  S i nce  Yuendumu 

i s  dependent  upon government  g o o d w i l l ,  and government  a l l o c a t i o n s  a r e  

made on a y e a r l y  b a s i s ,  l o n g - t e r m  p l a n n i n g  becomes d i f f i c u l t  and 

u n c e r t a i n  g i v e n  a s t r i n g  o f  b roken p r om i se s ,  r e j e c t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  

and l ong d e l a y s  in p r o c e s s i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

E u r o p e a n - s t y l e  wo r k  p a t t e r n s  a r e  a s t r a i n  f o r  some 

W a r l p i r i ,  e i t h e r  because o f  f i x e d  h o u r s ,  o r  because t h e y  b r i n g  

W a r l p i r i  t e n e t s  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t he  aims o f  t he  w h i t e - d o m i n a t e d  

employment  s t r u c t u r e s .  For  exampl e ,  i t  may b r i n g  peop l e  t o g e t h e r  who 

a r e  no t  supposed t o  speak t o  each o t h e r .  Or i t  may be more gene r a l  

than t h a t ,  and s i m p l y  make men and women work  t o g e t h e r  when t he 

p r e f e r e n c e  i s  f o r  a d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  t o  be m a i n t a i n e d  t o  a v o i d  any 

s u s p i c i o n  o f  e x t r a - m a r i t a 1 a f f a i r s .

A Counc i l  member spoke t o  me o p e n l y  about  f i n d i n g  t h a t  

r o l e  t oo  much on t op  o f  t he  j o b  he had a l r e a d y ,  and sa i d  he would not  

be s t a n d i n g  f o r  t he  Counc i l  nex t  y e a r .  I v i s i t e d  an o u t s t a t i o n  in 

h i s  company,  and away f rom Yuendumu h i s  t enseness  and t a c i t u r n i t y  

v a n i s h e d ,  and he t a l k e d  a n i m a t e d l y  abou t  t he  c o u n t r y ,  how he wal ked 

ove r  i t  as a c h i l d ,  h i s  p l an s  f o r  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n ;  o t h e r  t i mes  when 

he t a l k e d  a n i m a t e d l y  were when he spoke o f  h i s  p l ans  f o r  t he  coming 

Ch r i s t mas  h o l i d a y s .  I am s u r e  t h a t  i t  i s  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

n o t u r n o v e r  amongst  t h e  s t ockmen;  a s t o c k m a n ' s  way o f  l i f e  i s  more 

c on g e n i a l  t o  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e  s t y l e  t han an 8 : 30  t o  ^ : 3 0  j o b .  

Peop le  l i k e  hav i ng  a p u r pos e ,  and a r e  happy w i t h  j o b s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  

one,  but  no t  i f  i t  c o n s t r a i n s  them t oo  much o r  p r e v e n t s  them do i ng  

t he  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  t h e y  l i k e ;  in t h e s e  cases t hey  may p r e f e r  t o  

employ a European t o  do what  t hey  c o n s i d e r  t o  be t e d i o u s  j o b s .  The
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young men w i t h  no j o b s  and o n l y  a p e r i p h e r a l  i n t e r e s t  in s p o r t  o r  

r o c k  mus i c  were t he  u n h a p p i e s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  I came a c r o s s  a t  Yuendumu.

For  example ,  one y o u t h  who was unemployed d u r i n g  my f i r s t  v i s i t  but  

employed d u r i n g  t he  second had changed f r om be i ng  gloomy t o  c h e e r f u l ,  

and in t he  p l a c e  o f  a p a t hy  was a t e a s i n g  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s .

Ther e  a l s o  seems t o  be a marked p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  non

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ;  t he  range o f  j o b s  wh i ch  some peop l e  have had i s  

r emar k ab l e  -  one man, s t i l l  i n h i s  t w e n t i e s ,  has caugh t  camels  i n t he  

Western D e s e r t ,  p i c k e d  aspar agus  in Gundagai ,  worked on v a r i o u s  c a t t l e  

s t a t i o n s ,  done a me c h a n i cs '  c o u r s e ,  w r i t t e n  and i l l u s t r a t e d  books f o r  

t h e  s c h o o l ,  made and p a i n t e d  a r t i f a c t s ,  done a c ou r s e  in l i n g u i s t i c s ,  

accompanied F r i e n d s  o f  t he  E a r t h  on a s u r v e y  o f  t he  Tanami  and i t s  

w i l d l i f e ,  and in a d d i t i o n ,  does a l l  t he  t h i n g s  a W a r l p i r i  man does 

such as h u n t i n g ,  p a r t a k i n g  i n ce r e mo n i a l  l i f e ,  and so on;  and he does 

no t  seem t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n t h i s  range o f  e x p e r i e n c e s .

S p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t han  hav i ng  s e v e r a l  peop l e  who can 

do a j o b ,  can a l s o  l ead t o  o t h e r  p r ob l ems ;  t h e r e  i s  one s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  

o f f i c e r  a t  Yuendumu o n l y ,  and h i s  ' m o t h e r s - i n - 1 a w 1 canno t  appr oach  him 

d i r e c t l y  i f  t hey  have p r ob l ems  w i t h  t h e i r  pens i on s  be i ng  d e l ay e d .

A f a c t o r  wh i ch  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be p r o d u c t i v e  w i t h i n  

Yuendumu i s  t he  smal l  m a r k e t ,  wh i ch  means t h a t  c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  

i n d u s t r i e s  make l i t t l e  r e t u r n  on t h e i r  money.  Take f o r  example a 

mechan i ca l  wo r kshop ;  equ i pment  can be e x p e n s i v e ,  and because t h e r e  i s  

o n l y  so much t h a t  i t  can be used f o r  i t  w i l l  l i e  i d l e  most  o f  t he  t i m e ,  

even i f  i t  p r oves  t o  be v e r y  u s e f u l  when i t  i s  used.

Because o f  t he  p r e v a i l i n g  p a t t e r n  o f  r e l y i n g  on k i n  f o r  

mutua l  a i d ,  t h e r e  i s  no scope f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  smal l  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s .  

For  exampl e ,  a pe r son  who baked bread in l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  would s i m p l y  

d i s t r i b u t e  t he  l oaves  t o  r e l a t i v e s ,  and no t  s e l l  them.  For  any 

e n t e r p r i s e  t o  e n t e r  a cash sys tem i t  must  be made i n t o  an i mpersona l  

company,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  no t r a d i t i o n a l -  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  such 

b o d i e s ,  and be i ng  unused t o  a cash economy,  o f t e n  t h e r e  i s  no knowledge 

abou t  how t o  go abou t  s e c u r i n g  l oans  e t c .  f o r  equ i pmen t .  Peop le  I 

spoke t o  were o f t e n  v e r y  vague abou t  g r a n t s  o f  money ( t h i s  a p p l i e d  t o  

Europeans as w e l l  as W a r l p i r i )  and some have v e r y  l i t t l e  compr ehens i on  

abou t  cash o t h e r  t han  i t  be i ng  t he  means by wh i ch  goods can be p r o c u r e d  

f rom t he s t o r e .  Some peop l e  ask  f o r  a pens i on  cheque e v e r y  day f r om
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t he  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  O f f i c e r .  O t he r s  abuse him when t h e r e  i s  a d e l a y ,  

f o r  be i ng  t oo  l a z y  t o  make t he  cheques.

The i s o l a t i o n  o f  Yuendumu i s  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r .  The 

s e t t l e m e n t  i s  300 k i l o m e t r e s  f r om A l i c e  Sp r i n g s  ov e r  a d i r t  r oad .  I f  

t h e r e  i s  bad wea t h e r  bo t h  t he  road and t he a i r s t r i p  a r e  o u t  -  and t he  

r a i n  need no t  be l o c a l ,  bu t  300 k i l o m e t r e s  a w a y , t o  pu t  t he  road o u t .  

Ther e  i s  one r a d i o  t e l e p h o n e  l i n k  wh i ch  se r ves  o t h e r  a r eas  as w e l l ;  

one can w a i t  q u i t e  a w h i l e  b e f o r e  t he  l i n e  i s  c l e a r .  Te l eg r ams  can 

o n l y  be s en t  o r  r e c e i v e d  w h i l e  t he  c o u n c i l  o f f i c e s  a r e  open.  The 

C a t t l e  Company has t h e  o l d  DAA r a d i o  equ i pmen t ,  and r e c e n t l y  t h e  chu r ch  

a c q u i r e d  a r a d i o  so t h a t  now u r g e n t  messages can be sen t  a t  weekends.

To r e c e i v e  Radio A u s t r a l i a  a t  Yuendumu, one needs a v e r y  p o we r f u l  

r a d i o .  Yuendumu has no o f f i c i a l  Pos t  O f f i c e ;  t he  S o c i a l  Club 

a r r an g e s  t o  have stamps bough t  and sen t  o u t ,  bu t  w h i l e  I was t h e r e  

t he  Post  O f f i c e  ran o u t  o f  some s tamps;  one c o u l d  e i t h e r  pay more,  

o r  have t he  r e c i p i e n t  pay f o r  t h e  l e t t e r .  Ther e  i s  a we e k l y  ma i l  

p l an e  p r o v i d i n g  t he  wea t h e r  i s  good,  and t he  s t o r e  t r u c k  a l s o  b r i n g s  

in ma i l  somet imes .  The t r u c k  used t o  come in w e e k l y ,  bu t  now i t  i s "  

f o r t n i g h t l y ,  and i t s  j o u r n e y  can be f r a u g h t  w i t h  haz a r ds .  Once i t  

caugh t  on f i r e ,  and t h i s  was pu t  o u t  w i t h  t he  s t o r e ' s  s u p p l y  o f  m i l k ;  

a n o t h e r  t i m e  t he  t r a i l e r  a x l e  b r oke  j u s t  as r a i n  began t o  f a l l .

Gi ven a l l  t hese  f a c t o r s ,  r u n n i ng  a b u s i ne s s  in Yuendumu 

can be d i f f i c u l t .  Access t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d :  f o r  example ,

i n f o r m a t i o n  on t he  s t a t e  o f  m a r k e t s ,  and r a p i d  d e c i s i o n s  canno t  be 

t aken  ( o r  i f  t hey  a r e ,  t hey  a r e  made in A l i c e  S p r i n g s  w i t h  l i t t l e  

r ega r d  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t  Yuendumu) .  A t r i p  i n t o  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  i s  

o f t e n  t he  bes t  way t o  deal  w i t h  a m a t t e r  even i f  t h i s  means f o r f e i t i n g  

a day o r  two o f  wo r k .  A n o t h e r  consequence o f  t h i s  i s o l a t i o n  i s  t he  

f e e l i n g  t h a t  r e a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  l i e s  e l sewhe r e  -  namely 

A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  Dar w i n ,  o r  Canber ra  -  and t h i s  i s  i ndeed t he  f a c t ,  

s i n c e  t hose  p l ac e s  a r e  t he  sou r ces  o f  money wh i ch  Yuendumu so b a d l y  

n e e d s .

E n t e r p r i s e s  such as t he  M i n i ng  Company s u f f e r  a l s o ,  

because government  d e p a r t m e n t s  do no t  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s ,  

and t he  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  no doub t  g e t  wor se  w i t h  t he  g r adua l  t r a n s 

f e r e n c e  o f  powers t o  t h e  new N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  gove r nmen t ,  a l t h o u g h  

t he  W a r l p i r i s  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  in t h a t  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y  does



no t  spread  o v e r  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s .  For  examp le ,  one o f  th e  aims o f  

the  DAA is  t o  encourage  A b o r i g i n a l  b u s in e s s  v e n t u r e s .  The Yuendumu 

M in in g  Company (whose s h a r e h o l d e r s  have to  be W a r l p i r i )  c o u ld  

p r o v i d e  g r a v e l  f o r  t he  s e a l i n g  o f  t h e  A 1 ic e -S p r ing s -Y uendum u  road ,  

and thus  employ l o c a l  l a b o u r  and b r i n g  money i n t o  Yuendumu. But i f  

t he  company is  t o  p r o v i d e  th e  amounts o f  g r a v e l  r e q u i r e d  i t  w i l l  

have t o  s t a r t  m in in g  o p e r a t i o n s  now, o t h e r w i s e  i t  w i l l  not  be a b l e  

t o  f u l f i l  t he  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  i t s  l i m i t e d  e q u ip m e n t .  Un less  t e n d e r s  

a re  c a l l e d  f o r  im m e d ia t e l y  by t h e  road b u i l d i n g  a u t h o r i t y  i t  w i l l  

not  be w o r t h  t he  w h i l e  o f  t h e  Company p u t t i n g  in a b i d .  As a n o t h e r  

example ,  the  C a t t l e  Company r e q u e s te d  a c e r t a i n  p ie c e  o f  equ ipmen t  

f rom the  DAA; i t  t o o k  e i g h t  months to  come, and then i t  was 

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  months the  Housing A s s o c i a t i o n  had 

had t h a t  p ie c e  o f  e q u ip m e n t ,  o r d e r e d  t h r o u g h  a d i f f e r e n t  d e p a r t m e n t .  

And t o  i l l u s t r a t e  f u r t h e r  the  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a d i s t a n t  c e n t r e  o f  

c o n t r o l :  t he  manager o f  t he  C a t t l e  Company s u b m i t t e d  a r e p o r t  t o

th e  DAA s t a t i n g  t h e r e  were to o  many c a t t l e  on the  r e s e r v e  and 

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  some s hou ld  be t u r n e d  o f f .  The Depar tmen t  t o o k  n i n e  

months t o  a c t  on the  s u b m i s s i o n ,  by w h ic h  t im e  t h e r e  were to o  few 

c a t t l e  on the  r e s e r v e ,  bu t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  was i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t he  

s u g g e s t i o n s  in t he  r e p o r t  be implemented .

The t u r n o v e r  o f  s t a f f  in p o s i t i o n s  in a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  adds 

t o  a sense o f  u n c e r t a i n t y .  At  Yuendumu i t s e l f  between Augus t  and 

November t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e r e  was a change in t he  s t o r e  manager and a l l  

European s t a f f  in t h e  shop;  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  l o c a l  European s t a f f ,  

t h e r e  was a new employee a t  th e  M in in g  Company, th e  YMCA s t a f f  

changed,  two s i s t e r s  a t  t h e  c l i n i c  were r e p l a c e d ,  the  M u n i c i p a l  

O f f i c e r  r e s ig n e d  ( t o  be r e p la c e d  by a W a r l p i r i ) ,  t he  p lumber  and 

mechanic  l e f t  and a r e  y e t  t o  be r e p l a c e d ,  a team o f  p i p e  l a y e r s  has 

come and gone,  and sewage t r e n c h  d i g g e r s  have a r r i v e d .  The a c c o u n t a n t  

has r e s i g n e d .  A new t e a c h e r  a r r i v e d  in J u l y ;  s i x  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  be 

l e a v i n g  a t  t he  end o f  the  y e a r .  As w e l l  as v i s i t s  f rom  f r i e n d s ,

DAA o f f i c i a l s  e t c . ,  and a l a r g e  number o f  p e o p le  ov e r  t h e  Yuendumu 

S p o r t s  Weekend, Yuendumu, between Augus t  and November ,has been 

v i s i t e d  by t h r e e  u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r s ,  two s t u d e n t  d o c t o r s ,  a 

h e a l t h  d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  C a b i n e t ___



As a f i n a l  p o i n t ,  i t  shou ld  n o t  be f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  a l l  

t he  Europeans employed a t  Yuendumu depend e i t h e r  upon government  

money, o r  on A b o r i g i n e s  h a v in g  cash income,  and t h a t  p e o p le  who 

work  f o r  bod ies  such as the  DAA o r  u n i v e r s i t y  a n t h r o p o l o g y  

d e p a r tm e n ts  depend upon th e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  A b o r i g i n e s  to  earn 

t h e i r  own l i v e l i h o o d s .
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THE OUTSTATIONS Decentralization trends at Yuendumu are
closely linked to traditional ties with 
the land. All outstations, whether 
established or desired, are closely 

associated with dreaming tracks. A desire to care for the country 
and the tracks is the primary reason given by men for wanting to 
join or set up an outstation. 'Ownership' of the land is not the 
only criterion applicable here however, since the 'guardians' 
(kurdungur1u) of the sites are also required to be on hand. The 
'owners' (kirda) of a dreaming site or track are father-son pairs, 
together with their female siblings. (see Appendix B ) .
For abbreviation's sake, 1 list only the male forms when citing 
owners.

The guardians come from the opposite patrimoiety to
the owners, and the principal bosses are in cross-cousin relation
to one of the male owner pair and nephew to the other. Thus:

Owners Bosses
Jampijinpa _ Jangala Japaljarri - Japanangka
Nampijinpa Nanga1 a

Jupurrula _ Jakamarra Japangardi - Jungarrayi 
Napurrula Nakamarra

Jungarrayi _ Japaljarri Jampijinpa - Jupurrula 
Nungarraya Napaljarri

Japanangka _ Japangardi Jakamarra - Jangala 
Napanangka Napangardi

The guardians are as important as the owners for the maintenance of 
a sacred site. I heard a complaint that not enough had been made 
of the guardians' role vis-a-vis traditional land during the Warlpiri 
land claim hearing. (This is probably because the guardians do not 
figure in the essentially white legislation. That ownership was seen 
to be vested in individuals and not in a clan, and that the guardians 
are presumably (in white terms) not to go into land they do not own, 
is clear from a reading of the Land Commissioner's report). Guardians 
a1waYS were present at outstations, and were always present when 
outstations sites were being inspected or when an outstation was 
being set up.

Since women own land as much as the men do, it is not
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i n f r e q u e n t  t h a t  t hey  choose  t o  be on t h e i r  l and w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  

and m o t h e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  v i s i t s ,  and t h e i r  husbands  w i l l  p r oba b l y  

accompany them.  Thus one can have a m i x t u r e  o f  ' s k i n s '  a t  any one 

p l a c e .  For exampl e ,  o f  t he  p e o p l e  w i s h i n g  t o  l i v e  a t  Y a r r i p i 1a n g u , 

one i s  a J a kama r r a  ( i . e .  k u r d u n g u r l u )  who w i l l  be in h i s  w i f e ' s  

c o u n t r y .  The p r e s e n c e  of  h i s  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  does  not  p r e c l u d e  him 

v i s i t i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  makes f o r  c o n s t r a i n t s  in h i s  movements - he 

has t o  s t a y  away from t h e  main camp. His own c o u n t r y  i s  t h e  Yar l a  

(Yam) t r a c k ,  not  f a r  away t o  t h e  w e s t ,  but  t h e  soakage  p o i n t s  a r e  on 

t h e  Mt. Doreen and Newhaven p a s t o r a l  l e a s e s ,  and he had t hus  adop t ed  

Y a r r i p i l a n g u  as  h i s  o u t s t a t i o n .

In J u l y  Yuendumu had two e s t a b l i s h e d  o u t s t a t i o n s  and 

s e v e r a l  more p l a n n e d ;  by November t h r e e  more had been e s t a b l i s h e d .  

These  had a l l  been made i n t o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b o d i e s ,  o s t e n s i b l y  to 

f a c i l i t a t e  DAA f u n d i n g .  Whi l e  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  a r e  a l i n k  wi t h  

t r a d i t i o n ,  t hey  a r e  not  a r e t u r n  t o  a p r e - c o n t a c t  way o f  l i f e ;  

c o n d i t i o n s  have changed so t h a t  i t  i s  bo t h  s u b j e c t i v e l y  and o b j e c t 

i v e l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  do so .  The o u t s t a t i o n s  r e f l e c t  a s e d e n t a r y  way 

of  l i f e  and not  a nomadic one ;  h u n t i n g  f o r a y s  a r e  u n d e r t a k e n ,  but  

t h e  r e t u r n  i s  a lways  t o  t h e  one pe rmanent  s i t e ,  and t h e r e  i s  not  a 

moving around t o  d i f f e r e n t  camping s i t e s .

The c e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a n  A b o r i g i n e s  were  p r ob a b l y  more 

nomadic t han  t h o s e  o f  t he  c o a s t a l  o r  r i v e r i n e  r e g i o n s  ( s e e  Me gg i t t  

1966) ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  land s u p p o r t e d  f ewer  p e o p l e  a t  a t ime  and t he  

ec os ys t e m was more f r a g i l e .  A r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  movement i s  a r e s t r i c t 

ion o f  l i f e s t y l e ,  and p r e v e n t s  a r e t u r n  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r a g i n g  f o r  

a l l  n u t r i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  Th i s  a c c o u n t s  in p a r t  f o r  t h e  

de pendence  o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  on Yuendumu f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  and may 

a c c o u n t  p a r t l y  f o r  t h e r e  be ing  f ewer  o u t s t a t i o n s  in t h e  d e s e r t  t h a n ,  
s a y ,  in Arnhem Land.

Water  i s  one pr ob lem.  In t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  W a r l p i r i  

t e r r i t o r y ,  p a s t o r a l  l e a s e s  have t a ke n  ove r  t h e  b e s t  w a t e r i n g  h o l e s .

I have a l s o  been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  s i n k i n g  of  bo r e s  has r e s u l t e d  in a 

l ower i ng  o f  t h e  wa t e r  t a b l e ,  but  I do no t  know i f  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Thus i t  i s  no l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  f o l l o w  t he  o l d  p a t t e r n  o f  moving 

from l e s s  d e p e n d a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  w a t e r  t o  d e p e n d a b l e  ones  as  wa t e r
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d r i e d  up a f t e r  r a i n ,  nor  i ndeed i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  i n many cases t o  move 

f r om one dependab l e  sou r ce  t o  a n o t h e r .  The o l d e r  W a r l p i r i s 1 knowledge 

o f  where smal l  w a t e r  ho l es  a r e  t o  be found i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  as i s 

t h e i r  knowledge o f  soakage p l a c e s ;  hence t hey  would have no t r o u b l e  

s u p p o r t i n g  smal l  g r oups  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s ,  but  i f  permanent  r e s i d e n c e  

i s  t o  be t aken  up in t r a d i t i o n a l  c o u n t r y  t hen a dependab l e  wa t e r  

sour ce  i s an a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as most  o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n  

g r oups  p l an  t o  se t  up mar ke t  ga r dens  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m s e l ve s .  Thus a l l  

t he  g r oups  s t r e s s  t he  i mpo r t anc e  o f  a bore  b e f o r e  permanent  l a r g e -  

s c a l e  s e t t l e m e n t  can be t aken  up a t  a s i t e .

A b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  f o l l o w s .  For  t h e i r  

l o c a t i o n s  in r e l a t i o n  t o  Yuendumu, see Maps 1 and 2.

(The d r eami ngs  t h a t  I me n t i on  a r e  o n l y  t he  more i m p o r t a n t  

ones .  (There  a r e  a l s o  s e c r e t  o n e s ) .  For  a more d e t a i l e d  l i s t  o f  t he  

owners and and dreami ng  t r a c k s ,  see Pe t e r s e n  e t  a l .  The W a r l p i r i  

C l a i m Book was no t  a v a i l a b l e  when I began my wo r k ;  t hus  I e l i c i t e d  

t he  d r eami ngs  o f  t he  v a r i o u s  s i t e s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t he  c o m p i l e r s  of.  

t he  c l a i m  d a t a ,  and can vouch f o r  t h e i r  c l a i m  t h a t  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

' d u p l i c a b l e '  and b e l i e s  t he  a t t i t u d e  o f  one DAA employee 1 met  who 

sugges ted  t h a t  l and c l a i m  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  o f  t he  

W a r l p i r i )  m i g h t  be " s h o n k y " . )

NY IRRPI 
( Wa i t e  Creek)

Wa i t e  Creek i t s e l f  i s  t h e  t r a c k  f o r  t he  

M a r l u j a r r a  (Two Kangaroos)  d reami ng  (see 

M e g g i t t  1966) wh i ch  a t  t he  s i t e  f o r  t he

o u t s t a t i o n  i s  owned by J a k a m a r r a / J u p u r r u 1 a . 

Close t o  t he  o u t s t a t i o n  s i t e  t h i s  t r a c k  i s  c r ossed  by two o t h e r  

i m p o r t a n t  ones ,  Y a n k i r r i  (Emu) and Ngapa (Water )  bo th  o f  wh i ch  be l ong  

t o  J a m p i j i n p a / J a n g a l a .  The f o r me r  t r a c k  ex t ends  eas t wa r ds  and c r os s e s  

t he  B l u e - t o n g u e  L i z a r d  and W a t i j a r r a  (Two Men) d r eami ng  near  t he  s i t e  

o f  t he  Ngarna o u t s t a t i o n .  A s h o r t  way t o  t he  s ou t h  o f  N y i r r p i  i s  

Kar r ku  (Mt .  S t a n l e y ) ,  where red o c h r e  i s  q u a r r i e d .

N y i r r p i  i s  t h e  l o n g e s t - e s t a b l i s h e d  o u t s t a t i o n  (see 

P e t e r s en  e t  a l  p . 8 l f ) ,  hav i ng  been a l mo s t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  o c c up i ed  f o r  

f o u r  y e a r s ;  p e o p l e  moved back t o  Yuendumu o n l y  when a d r o u g h t  ended 

w a t e r  s u p p l i e s .  A bore  and smal l  houses had been p r o v i d e d  t o  t he
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commun i ty .  In J u l y  t h e  bore w i n d m i l l  was broken  down and had been 

f o r  some months ,  and th e  houses had been blown down by s t r o n g  w in d s .  

(Hav ing e x p e r i e n c e d  a s to rm  a t  N y i r r p i  w i t h  v e r y  s t r o n g  w i n d s ,  I 

s u s p e c t  g a le s  f r om  th e  wes t  a r e  no t  uncommon). Peop le were camping

ten  k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  o f  t he  bo re  where t h e r e  was soakage w a t e r  in 

th e  c r e e k  bed.

At t h i s  s i t e - t h e  area  had been c l e a r e d  o f  v e g e t a t i o n .  

T h i r t e e n  humpies had been b u i l t  in i n v e r t e d  V shape,  f r om  wood and 

b r u s h .  A few were f u r t h e r  cove red  w i t h  t a r p a u l i n s .  W indb reaks  had 

a l s o  been b u i l t ,  somet imes a t t a c h e d  t o  humpies ,  somet imes f r e e .

S ince  t h i s  was w i n t e r ,  a l l  w in d b r e a k s  were open t o  t h e  n o r t h  t o  a l l o w  

th e  sun to  s h in e  on th e  p e o p le .  The usua l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b l a n k e t s ,  

p i l l o w s ,  m a t t r e s s e s ,  b i l l y c a n s  and o t h e r  u t e n s i l s  were t o  be seen,  

but  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  r u b b i s h .  The camp i t s e l f  was abou t  30 m e t res  

f r om  th e  c r e e k  bed,  w h ic h  two weeks a f t e r  heavy r a i n  s t i l l  had w a t e r  

in i t ,  a l t h o u g h  no t  r u n n in g  w a t e r .

The w i n d m i l l  a t  t h e  d e s i r e d  s i t e  was t o  have been mended 

but  t h e  wrong spa re  p a r t s  had been sen t  o u t .  In a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t he  

bo re  w o r k in g  the  p e o p le  had moved s o u th  on t o  t h i s  s i t e  where the  

houses had been,  and th e y  were t h e r e  in  November . (They l e f t  t h e  

humpies s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  a t  th e  o l d  s i t e ) .  The re  were e i g h t  humpies a t  

th e  new s i t e  -  some were made o f  wood and b r u s h ,  some had p ie c e s  o f  

t he  blown down houses i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e .  T a r p a u l i n s  

were s t r e t c h e d  o v e r  t h e  brushwood .  I s h e l t e r e d  in  one o f  t he  l a t t e r  

d u r i n g  a v i o l e n t  t h u n d e r s t o r m  and can a t t e s t  t o  t h e i r  snugness .  The re  

were a l s o  f o u r  bough s h e l t e r s  o f  squa re  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e s e  l e t  

r a i n  w a t e r  i n ,  as I can a l s o  a t t e s t .

Peop le  were d i g g i n g  i n t o  th e  c r e e k  bed f o r  w a t e r .  At  

t h i s  t im e  the  h o l e  was abou t  s i x  f e e t  deep and th e  w a t e r  a f u r t h e r  

f o o t  be low t h i s  in a p e r f o r a t e d  drum. The w a t e r  was c l e a r  and sweet 

a p a r t  f rom a few i n s e c t s  f l o a t i n g  on t o p .  T h i s  camp a re a  was c l o s e r  

t o  t he  c r e e k  bed than the  f o r m e r  s i t e ,  and had a l s o  been c l e a r e d ,  

w i t h  e v id e n c e  o f  t r e e s  r e c e n t l y  chopped down. Aga in  t h e r e  was v e r y  

l i t t l e  r u b b i s h .  Dogs were in  e v id e n c e  a t  bo th  camps, and barked 

f e r o c i o u s l y  a t  n i g h t  when a s t r a n g e r  ( m y s e l f )  moved a ro u n d .

N y i r r p i  i s  a f a i r  d i s t a n c e  f r om  Yuendumu, a p p r o x i m a t e l y
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150 k i l o m e t r e s ,  t h e  l a s t  50 o r  so o v e r  a n a r row  road w i t h  some bad 

p a t c h e s .  The communi ty  has one sma l l  N issan  t r u c k ,  o l d  and u n r e l i a b l e .  

I t  is  c e r t a i n l y  no t  l a r g e  enough t o  c a r r y  a l l  t he  N y i r r p i  peo p le  a t  

once ,  and many o f  them missed  o u t  on S p o r t s  Weekend -  t he  one t im e  o f  

the  ye a r  when r e l a t i v e s  and v i s i t o r s  f r om  a l l  o v e r  th e  N o r t h e r n  

T e r r i t o r y  g e t  t o g e t h e r  -  because the  t r u c k  c o u ld  not  c a r r y  eve ryone  

and no one f rom Yuendumu went  o u t  t o  p i c k  them up. The person  in 

c ha rge  o f  t he  v e h i c l e s  had ex p res s ed  w o r r i e s  abou t  t h i s  t r u c k ,  and 

by November i t  had broken  down and s a t  abandoned on t h e  t r a c k  abou t  

29 k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n .

In J u l y  t h e r e  were 40 p e o p le  a t  N y i r r p i  -  t h i r t e e n  men 

and e i g h t e e n  women, ( e i t h e r  w i v e s  o r  ' o w n e r s ' )  and n i n e  c h i l d r e n .  

The re  were no p e o p le  aged between 5 and abou t  25 a t  N y i r r p i ,  w i t h  t h e  

e x c e p t i o n  o f  a c o u p le  o f  young w i v e s ;  t h i s  absence o f  s c h o o l - a g e  

c h i l d r e n  c o n f i r m s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  p e o p le  p la c e  on s c h o o l i n g .

In November t h e r e  were fe w e r  r e s i d e n t s ,  bu t  t h i s  was 

because t h e r e  was i n i t i a t i o n  ' b u s i n e s s '  a t  Hooker  Creek ,  and many 

peo p le  f r om  th e  Yuendumu area  had gone t h e r e .  In f a c t ,  I was t o  have 

ta ken  two o l d  N a m p i j i n p a s  t o  N y i r r p i  w i t h  me, bu t  t hey  d e c l i n e d  because 

th e y  were t o  s t a y  a t  Yuendumu f o r  ' b u s i n e s s ' .  A l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e  N y i r r p i  

c a r  had broken  down, usua l  movements between N y i r r p i  and Yuendumu may 

have been i n h i b i t e d ;  t he  J u r l p u n g u  v e h i c l e  d r i v e r  was persuaded  t o  

t a k e  some p e o p le  t o  N y i r r p i .

In November t h e r e

1 J a p a l j a r r i

2 Japanangkas 

2 J a m p i j i n p a s  

1 Jakamar ra

1 J u p u r r u l a

w e r e :

1 N a m p i j i n p a  

1 N a p u r r u l a  

1 Nakamarra 

1 N a p a l j a r r i  

1 Napanangka 

1 Napangard i

and s i x  c h i 1d r e n .

For a map o f  t h e i r  camp s i t e s ,  see Map 4.

Only  one c h i l d  has been bo rn  a t  N y i r r p i ,  because t h e  women 

p r e f e r  to  have t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a t  t he  c l i n i c  a t  Yuendumu. The peo p le  

would l i k e  t o  have v i s i t s  f r om  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s .  At  p r e s e n t  m e d i c i n e s  

a re  sen t  o u t  on r e q u e s t  and a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a communi ty  member.
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A v e g e t a b l e  ga rden  has been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  though  I do no t  

know how t h i s  i s  f a r i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  bo re  w a t e r .  Bes ides  the  

v e g e t a b l e  g a rd e n ,  p e o p le  would l i k e  t o  s e t  up c a t t l e  y a r d s  and 

p o s s i b l y  a l s o  a sm a l l  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  ( |  i n c l u d e  a map o f  a f u t u r e  

N y i r r p i  as drawn by Roy F ry  J a n g a l a ) .

T he re  a r e  f o u r  r i f l e s  a t  N y i r r p i  ( f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e  a t  

l e a s t )  bu t  th ese  a re  s a i d  t o b e  ' n o t  much g o o d 1. Not much game was 

seen on the  way down, and t h e  commun i ty  has been i n q u i r i n g  abou t  

p u r c h a s i n g  c o a r s e  s a l t  f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  meat -  t hey  would t hen  buy a 

s l a u g h t e r  b u l l o c k  f r om  M t . Doreen (Young,  p e rs . comm. ) ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  

s h o r t  o f  mea t .

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  I l e f t  in  November , s i x  t e n t s  were r e p o r t e d  

t o  have a r r i v e d  f o r  t h e  N y i r r p i  p e o p le .

KUNAJARRAYI T h i s  s i t e  i s  s i t u a t e d  f a r  t o  t h e  wes t  o f

(E th e l  C r e e k /  Yuendumu on t h e  Lake McKay Reserve ,  in
M t . N i c k e r )

P i n t u b i  c o u n t r y .  The c o u n t r y  be long s  t o  

J u n g a r r a y i / J a p a 1j a r r i  and th e  d ream ings  o f  

im p o r ta n c e  in  t h e  a rea  a r e :  Mamupurrumpa 

( B a r k in g  S p i d e r ) ,  W a k u l y a r r i  ( W a l l a b y ) ,  War lu  ( F i r e ) ,  and N ga r rka  

( I n i t i a t e d  Man) .  Peop le  c onnec ted  w i t h  t h e  P i n t u b i  g roup  a t  Yuendumu 

a r e  i n t e n t  upon s e t t i n g  up an o u t s t a t i o n  t h e r e .  The re  has been an 

i n t e n t i o n  f o r  some t i m e ,  and t h e  g roup  was g i v e n  a v e h i c l e .  U n f o r t u n 

a t e l y  t h e r e  have been prob lems  l o c a t i n g  permanent  w a t e r ,  and t h e  

c u r r e n t  p la n  i s  t o  t r y  t o  s e t  up a s i t e  a t  Mt .  N i c k e r .  T h i s  commun i ty  

i s  a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s a d v a n t a g e  in  te rms o f  d i s t a n c e  f r om  Yuendumu. In 

November , p l a n s  were s t i l l  be ing  made t o  v i s i t  t h e  area  t o  s e l e c t  a s i t e  

f o r  a t t e m p t s  a t  b o r i n g .  R e g r e t t a b l y ,  t he  p e t r o l  c a p a c i t y  o f  my 

v e h i c l e  would n o t  make th e  t r i p  a w o r r y - f r e e  one ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  became 

e m b a r r a s s in g  hav ing  t o  t u r n  down r e q u e s t s  t o  v i s i t  t h e  s i t e .

The communi ty  i s  a l s o  hand icapped  by t h e i r  v e h i c l e  

hav ing  been used as a ' f l a g o n  w a g o n ' , w h i c h  has b r o u g h t  t h e  g roup  i n t o  

d i s f a v o u r  as w e l l  as k n o c k in g  th e  t r u c k  a b o u t .

One member o f  t h e  com m un i ty ,  th e  husband o f  an ow ner ,  i s  

eager  t o  b re a k  in w i l d  cam e ls .  He has had a l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t h i s  

f i e l d  and s t i l l  has camel s a d d l e s ,  bu t  e v i d e n t l y  needs a sum o f  money
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f o r  h o r s e s ,  s a d d l e s ,  ropes  and w i r e  -  he b e l i e v e s  he can make th e  

fe n c e  p o s ts  f o r  h i m s e l f  a t  t h e  s i t e .  He e n v is a g e s  e i t h e r  s e l l i n g  

t he  camels  in  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  o r  t a k i n g  t o u r i s t s  f o r  t r e k s  around th e  

c o u n t r y .

J I LA T h i s  i s  a p a s t o r a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  2 ,613  square

( C h i l l a  W e l l )  k i l o m e t r e s ,  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  DAA in  March 1978.

I t  l i e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o f  Yuendumu on the  

main ro a d ,  hence access i s  no t  d i f f i c u l t ,  a t  

l e a s t  no t  w h i l e  t he  w e a th e r  i s  d r y .  I t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150 k i l o 

m e t res  f r om  Yuendumu t o  t h e  C h i l l a  Wel l  homestead.  The c o u n t r y  t h e r e  

i s  f l a t ,  and th e  v e g e t a t i o n  m o s t l y  s p i n i f e x ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a sma l l  

s ta nd  o f  mulga t o  t he  wes t  w h ic h  I was t o l d  was the  l a s t  f o r  a long 

w h i l e .  The s p r i n g  ( j  i l a )  i s  in  J u n g a r r a y i / J a p a 1j a r r i  c o u n t r y  and l i e s  

on t h e  t r a c k  o f  Mala (Rat  K anga ro o ) .

The p r o p e r t y  i t s e l f  i s  in  bad r e p a i r ;  f e n c i n g  is  

d i l a p i d a t e d ,  t h e  bo re  w i n d m i l l s  need r e p a i r i n g ,  and t h e r e  was no s t o c k .  

Indeed ,  t he  area  i s  p r o f u s e  w i t h  ' c a u s t i c  bush '  w h ic h  p o i s o n s  r u m in a n t s  

i . e .  camels  as w e l l  as c a t t l e .  The 'h o m es tead '  i s  t i n  shacks .  T he re  

t h e  n u c le u s  o f  t h e  communi ty  r e s i d e s .  In c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  o u t s t a t i o n s ,  

th e  two humpies t h e r e  were made o f  man-made m a t e r i a l s  -  m o s t l y  

c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  -  p resum ab ly  l e f t  o v e r  f r om  t h e  homestead.  There  was 

a l s o  one s m a l l i s h  t e n t .  O the r  man-made m a t e r i a l s  a l s o  l i t t e r  t h e  area 

w h ic h  had been c l e a r e d  o f  g r a s s .

The c l o s e s t  bo re  ( w o r k i n g )  i s  abou t  two k i l o m e t r e s  away 

f rom  th e  camp, and w a t e r  i s  c a r r i e d  f r om  t h e r e  in  4 4 - g a l l o n  drums;  

n a t u r a l l y  a v e h i c l e  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h i s .  By t h e  bo re  a v e g e t a b l e  

ga rden  has been e s t a b l i s h e d  and c a r e f u l l y  f e n c e d .  A s h o r t  way n o r t h  

o f f  t h e  main road i s  t he  a i r s t r i p ,  w h ic h  a l s o  appea rs  t o  be c a r e f u l l y  

m a i n t a i n e d ;  i t  had been graded r e c e n t l y ,  and I was shown i t  w i t h  

g r e a t  p r i d e .  I t  s t i l l  r e q u i r e s  a w in d s o c k .

For  t h e  p e r i o d s  I was in  t he  Yuendumu a r e a ,  t h e r e  were no t  

many peo p le  a t  J i 1 a ; a g a i n ,  t h e r e  were no s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n  t h e r e .

In J u l y  t h e i r  communi ty  l e a d e r  was i l l  and had r e t u r n e d  t o  Yuendumu. 

t he  impending S p o r t s  Weekend had a l s o  drawn p e o p le  i n t o  Yuendumu -  as 

J i l a  i s on t h e  main t r a c k  between Hooker  Creek and Yuendumu and is  

a l s o  on t h e  r o u t e  f r om  Ba lgo  in Weste rn  A u s t r a l i a ,  i t  i s  n o t  to o
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d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  l i f t s .  In November much o f  th e  communi ty  had gone 

to  Hooker  Creek f o r  i n i t i a t i o n  ' b u s i n e s s ' .  A g a in ,  because i t  i s  on 

th e  main r oad ,  i t  is  easy f o r  pe o p le  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  

i t  a l s o  means t h a t  l i q u o r  can be r e a d i l y  pu rchased  a t  t h e  roadhouse 

a t  R a b b i t  F l a t  s i n c e  the  communi ty  has a v e h i c l e .

The o b v i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  base f o r  J i l a  is  t o  ' r e s t o r e '  

i t s e l f  as a p a s t o r a l  p r o p e r t y .  The DAA made a g r a n t  o f  $7 ,7 00  as a 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s e t t i n g  up a h e r d ,  bu t  t h i s  seems a sma l l  amount i f  

fe n c e s  have t o  be b u i l t  and w i n d m i l l s  r e p a i r e d ,  as w e l l  as hav ing  to  

pu rchase  c a t t l e ,  ho rses  and s a d d l e r y  e t c .  Some o f  t h i s  money had 

a l r e a d y  been misused and w a s te d ,  and I was t o l d  t he  a c c o u n t a n t  f o r  

t he  communi ty  had f r o z e n  i t s  a s s e t s  t o  p r e v e n t  any more f r i t t e r i n g ,  

a l t h o u g h  I c o u ld  n o t  g e t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s .

YARRIPILANGU T h i s  s i t e  i s  t o  t h e  s o u th w e s t  o f  Yuendumu,

n o t  so f a r  as t h e  crow f l i e s ,  bu t  a long way 

by r oad .  The d reaming  i s  P i l j a  (G oanna) , 

owned by J u n g a r r a y i / J a p a 1j a r r i . On the  

s o u th w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  range a r e  p i t j u r i  c a v e s ,  and on t h e  f l a t ,  good 

yam c o u n t r y .  To g e t  t o  Y a r r i p i l a n g u  one had t o  d r i v e  wes t  a lo n g  th e  

Vaughan S p r in g s  road t o  t h e  main road t o  t h e  Newhaven homestead,  then  

sou th  p a s t  Newhaven and e a s t  t o  t h e  Y a r r i p i l a n g u  ran g e ,  then  n o r t h  

a g a i n .  Peop le  exp ressed  a d e s i r e  f o r  a s h o r t e r  r oad ,  and by November 

th e  commun i ty  had made a more d i r e c t  road (by d r i v i n g  t h r e e  c a r s  a lo n g  

th e  t r a c k  ov e r  and o v e r )  so t h a t  one f i r s t  went  wes t  f r om  Yuendumu, 

then  a lm o s t  d i r e c t l y  sou th  t o  t he  chosen s i t e .

The re  i s  no bo re  a t  Y a r r i p i l a n g u ,  though  i t  i s  n ex t  on th e  

l i s t  f o r  a b o r e .  The s i t e  chosen i s  near  permanent  w a t e r  (a smal l  

r o c K h o l e ) ,  bu t  i t  i s  abou t  a m i l e  away o v e r  v e r y  s to n y  g ro u n d .  Drums 

o f  w a t e r  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  s i t e  whenever  p o s s i b l e .

The communi ty  has no v e h i c l e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  has o c c a s i o n a l  

access  t o  th e  YMCA T oy o ta  (one o f  i t s  members w orks  f o r  t h e  YMCA).

La rge  numbers o f  p e o p le  v i s i t  t h e  s i t e  a t  weekends,  but  

few a re  pe rmanent  r e s i d e n t s ,  s i n c e  many work  a t  Yuendumu and do n o t  

w i s h  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  j o b s .  Many were p l a n n i n g  t o  go t h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  

C h r i s tm a s  h o l i d a y s .  The communi ty  would l i k e  t o  see Y a r r i p i l a n g u
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d e v e lo p  as a sm a l l  ' t o w n ' ,  and I was t o l d  p r o u d l y  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  

i t  had: a p lu m b e r ,  mechanic  and t e a c h e r s  among them.

So f a r  f o u r  humpies had been b u i l t ,  and two bough
s h e l t e r s .

NGARNA Thi s  i s  a s i t e  near  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  two

- t r a c k s :  Y a n k i r r i  (Emu) w i t h  Lungkarda

( B l u e - t o n g u e  L i z a r d ) / W a t i j a r r a  (Two Men) ,  

bo th  o f  w h ic h  be long  t o  J a m p i j i n p a / J a n g a 1 a . 

The s i t e  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 k i l o m e t r e s  f r om  Yuendumu, but  t h e r e  i s  

no d i r e c t  r oad .  The e a s i e s t  way t o  g e t  t h e r e  i s  t o  meander  s o u t h 

wes t  v i a  K e r i d i  bo re  then  f o l l o w  the  Mt .  Doreen boundary  t o  a p o i n t  

where a t r a c k  ( e s t a b l i s h e d  by e x p l o r a t i o n  companies)  goes s o u th ;  

the  barbed w i r e  f e n c e  i s  l a i d  f l a t  on th e  ground and d r i v e n  o v e r ,  

and th e  t r a c k  i s  f o l l o w e d  s o u th  f o r  a w h i l e  th en  one d o u b le s  back .  

The f i r s t  t im e  I went  t h e r e  a r o u t e  was a t t e m p t e d  f rom t h e  Yuendumu 

boundary  f e n c e  bu t  t h e r e  were p rob lem s  w i t h  soggy g ro u n d ;  a n o t h e r  

r o u t e  t r i e d  l a t e r  i n v o l v e d  g o in g  to  t he  Vaughan S p r in g s  t u r n o f f ,  

then p r o c e e d in g  a lm o s t  due s o u th  t o  t he  e x p l o r a t i o n  company ro ad .

T h i s  o u t s t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  w h i l e  I was a t  Yuendumu.

A body c o r p o r a t e  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  bu t  no fu n d s  had y e t  been 

a l l o c a t e d  t o  i t .  T h i s  communi ty  does n o t  have a v e h i c l e .  The p a s t o r  

and I were asked i f  we would h e l p ,  and a g roup  o f  a dozen men came 

w i t h  us t o  i n s p e c t  th e  s i t e .  T h i s  t r i p  was a v e r y  moving e x p e r i e n c e ;  

one o f  my passenge rs  was an o l d  man, and a l l  t h e  way down he t a l k e d  

abou t  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  how h i s  f a t h e r  and g r a n d f a t h e r  were t h e r e ,  and 

now he would be t h e r e  t o o .  When we g o t  t o  t he  s i t e  and found  th e  

c la y p a n  f u l l  o f  w a t e r  he was so overcome t o  f i n d  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  

were id e a l  t h a t  he kep t  g i g g l i n g  and g i g g l i n g .

Four  men f r om  o u r  p a r t y  remained a t  t he  s i t e  -  two ow ners ,  

a J a n g a la  and a J a m p j i n p a ,  and two g u a r d i a n s ,  a Japanangka and a 

J a p a l j a r r i .  They had w i t h  them food (b r e a d ,  f l o u r ,  t i n n e d  f o o d ,  t e a ,  

s u g a r ) ,  b l a n k e t s  and p i l l o w s ,  s h o v e l ,  axes and c h i s e l s .  A smal l  area  

on a r i s e  o v e r l o o k i n g  th e  c l a y p a n  was i m m e d i a t e l y  c l e a r e d ,  and a 

rough w i n d b r e a k  made.

When we r e t u r n e d  f o u r  days l a t e r  no f u r t h e r  a d d i t i o n s  had
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been made t o  t h e  camp. A l l  t h e  fo od  b r o u g h t  f r om  Yuendumu had be:en 

e a t e n .  The f o u r  men had by then made seven dozen boomerangs and 

two s h i e l d s ,  and had hunted  goannas .  Emus and kangaroos  had come: 

t o  t h e  c la y p a n  f o r  w a t e r ,  bu t  hav ing  no r i f l e  th e s e  c o u ld  n o t  be 

s ho t  f o r  f o o d .  The men exp ressed  th e m s e lv e s  happy w i t h  t h e  s i t e .

They were go in g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Yuendumu t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  

w i t h  a v i e w  t o  p e r s u a d in g  them t o  move o u t ,  and th e y  th em se lves  

p lanned  t o  r e t u r n  a f t e r  t he  S p o r t s  Weekend.

However ,  by t h e  t im e  o f  my r e t u r n  t o  Yuendumu in  November ,  

t h e  c la y p a n  had d r i e d  up,  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w a t e r  had become a 

b ig  p ro b le m .  The DAA made an u n s e c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  l o c a t e  an o l d  

w e l l  sunk by an e x p l o r a t i o n  company in  th e  v i c i n i t y .  I was p r e v a i l e d  

upon a g a in  to  use my v e h i c l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  the  s ea rch  and th e  w e l l  was 

found a few k i l o m e t r e s  away, b u t  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be f i l l e d  in  w i t h  

d i r t .  The s i t e  o f  t h e  w e l l  was a l s o  found  t o  be u n d e s i r a b l e  f o r  an 

o u t s t a t i o n  s i t e  (among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t he  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  had b e t t e r  

v ie w s  a l l  a ro u n d ,  and s t r u c t u r e s  had a l r e a d y  been b u i l t  t h e r e ) .  Two 

s o l u t i o n s  were p rop o s e d :  e i t h e r  t o  wo rk  on t h e  w e l l ,  and p i p e  t h e

w a t e r  t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  s i t e ,  o r  s i n k  a n o t h e r  bo re  much c l o s e r .  In t h e  

meant ime peop le  have t o  pe rsuade  o t h e r s  t o  go t o  Ngarna t o  p i c k  up 

empty A ^ - g a l l o n  drums,  f i l l  them a t  Yuendumu and r e t u r n  them, s i n c e  

th e y  th em se lves  have no v e h i c l e .

Two l a r g e  humpies had been b u i l t  a t  Ngarna,  one a 

t r i a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e ,  th e  o t h e r  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  made o f  wood and b r u s h  

and covered  w i t h  t a r p a u l i n s .  There  were a l s o  two bough s h e l t e r s .  

E v idence  o f  p r e v i o u s  o c c u p a t i o n  was a l s o  t h e r e :  t i n s ,  coo iamons,

b l a n k e t s ,  drums,  a x e s ,  s h o v e l ,  c r o w b a r s ,  b u c k e t s . . .  The re  was a l s o  a 

l a r g e  r o l l  o f  w i r e ,  f o r  f e n c i n g  in a g a rden .

The re  were a lm o s t  d a i l y  r e q u e s t s  t o  f e r r y  p e o p le  and 

w a t e r  t o  Ngarna.  By th e  t i m e  I l e f t  t h e r e  were t h e r e :

1 J a n g a la  1 N u n g a r r a y i

1 J a m p i j i n p a  2 Napangard i

1 Japanangka 1 young N a m p i j i n p a ,

and two dogs .

Peop le  f r om  Papunya were a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  s i t e ,  and t h e r e  w e re  

r e p o r t s  t h a t  some M t . A l l e n  p e o p le  were  go ing  t o  v i s i t  t h e  s i t e .
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NGAMA T h i s  i s  a s i t e  w i t h i n  t h e  Yuendumu bound a ry ,

f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  Yuendumu s e t t l e m e n t  and on 

one o f  t h e  t r a c k s  t o  Ngarna.  I t  i s  an 

i m p o r t a n t  snake dreaming  s i t e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  

J a k a m a r r a / J u p u r r u l a . The s i t e  i t s e l f  i s  fenced  o f f ,  and w a r n in g  s ig n s  

have been e r e c t e d  t o  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i t  i s  an A b o r i g i n a l  sacred  s i t e .  

Peop le whose c o u n t r y  i t  i s  t o l d  me t h a t  th e y  wou ld  l i k e  t o  s e t  up an 

o u t s t a t i o n ,  bu t  t h a t  Ngarna i s  " t o o  n e a r "  Yuendumu; th e y  were g o in g  

to  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p le  a t  Ngarna ab o u t  j o i n i n g  t h e i r  o u t s t a t i o n .

NGARLIKIRLANGU T h i s  i s  a s i t e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Yuendumu and

is  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  Yuendumu bound a ry .  The 

c o u n t r y  i s  emu dreaming  ( t hough  a d i f f e r e n t  

one f rom  t h a t  a t  Ngarna) and be longs  to  

J a m p i j i n p a / J a n g a 1 a . A road s t i l l  has t o  be p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  and 

bores sunk .

T h i s  s i t e  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  in  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  proposed s i t e  

f o r  th e  C a t t l e  Company camp. I t  i s  n o t  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  s t o c k y a r d s  o n l y ,  

but  i s  t o  he a p r o p e r  o u t s t a t i o n ,  s i n c e  pe o p le  no t  connec te d  w i t h  the  

Company a r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d .  The C a t t l e  Company a l r e a d y  has v e h i c l e s  

and th e  t a c i t  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  DAA, so t h i s  o u t s t a t i o n  seems t o  be in  

a f a i r l y  f a v o u r a b l e  p o s i t i o n ,  but  w h i l e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  Company is  

s t i l l  u n d e te rm in e d  no work  has been done a t  N g a r 1 i k i r 1a n g u , a l t h o u g h  

a new h o l d i n g  ya rd  has been b u i l t  s o u th  o f  Yuendumu.

JURLPUNGU J u r l p u n g u  is  J u n g a r r a y i / J a p a 1 j a r r i  c o u n t r y ,

and th e  d reaming i s  M a r n i k i j i  ( C o n k e r b e r r y ) , 

bu t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  d ream ings  in  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  in w h ic h  o t h e r  c l a n s  have i n t e r e s t s .  

Some o f  t h e s e  d ream ings  however  a r e  on the  Mt .  Doreen p a s t o r a l  l e a s e ,  

and owners o f  th o s e  -  most n o t a b l y  t h e  dreaming a t  M t . Doreen,  

Y a r r u n g k a n y i  (Wa11a b y ) , . b e lo n g in g  t o  J a p a n a n g k a /J a p a n g a rd i  - c o n s i d e r  

J u r l p u n g u  t o  be t h e i r  o u t s t a t i o n .

In m id - A u g u s t  t h e r e  were p la n s  a f o o t  t o  move o u t  t o  

J u r l p u n g u ,  but  because o f  a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  p la n s  f o r  t h a t  day 

f e l l  t h r o u g h ;  t h e  C ou n c i l  was n o t  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  fund o u t s t a t i o n s  f o r  

p r o v i s i o n s ,  and so f u n d i n g  had t o  be r e o r g a n i s e d  by th e  peo p le
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c o n c e rn e d ;  however  by November J u r l p u n g u  was a t h r i v i n g  o u t s t a t i o n .  

A l t h o u g h  i t  had no t  been a l l o c a t e d  a v e h i c l e ,  one o f  t he  p e o p le  who 

own th e  land i s  in c ha rge  o f  a C o u n c i l  t r u c k ,  and t h i s  makes movements 

between Yuendumu and J u r l p u n g u  r e l a t i v e l y  easy .  The s i t e  i s  on A t l e e  

Creek ,  and a t  t he  t im e  I v i s i t e d  i t  was abou t  1 k i l o m e t r e  s o u th  o f  th e  

governm en t  b o r e .  The bo re  i t s e l f  needed r e p a i r s ,  as d i d  t h e  t a n k ,  and 

t h e  p i p e  between th e  w i n d m i l l  and ta n k  needed r e c o n n e c t i n g .  The re  

were a l s o  p la n s  t o  c l e a r  and g rade  an area  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i t e  f o r  use 

as an a i r s t r i p .

One way to  g e t  t o  J u r l p u n g u  i s  t o  go up the  Tanami road t o  

t he  o l d  Mt .  Doreen homestead ( b u r n t  down in  th e  19601s ) ,  then t u r n  

n o r t h  o v e r  a m i d d l i n g  road .  The s i t e  i s  j u s t  on W a r l p i r i  l a n d ,  

r e c e n t l y  g r a n t e d ,  and t h e r e  i s  no boundary  f e n c e  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  f rom 

the  Mt.  Doreen l e a s e ,  w h ic h  means t h a t  c a t t l e  have been d i s t u r b i n g  the  

area  around  the  b o r e .  An a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  was p r e c lu d e d  because two 

men had r e c e n t l y  been b u r i e d  near  i t s  p a t h .

People were camping in  th e  c r e e k  bed.  The o n l y  two 

s u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  were two bough s h e l t e r s  e r e c t e d  on th e  bank ,  

and t h e r e  were two c a r s  o f  a d i l a p i d a t e d  n a t u r e  w h ic h  seemed t o  be 

used as s t o r e s .  Rough w in d b r e a k s  had been e r e c t e d  abou t  th e  t r e e s  in 

t he  c r e e k .  Wate r  was be ing  drawn f r om  a soakage w e l l  abou t  3 t o  b 

f e e t  deep.  T he re  were 2b p e o p le  a t  th e  s i t e .

J u r l p u n g u  is  seen as a j u m p i n g - o f f  p o i n t  f o r  o t h e r  

o u t s t a t i o n s ,  c h i e f l y  f o r  one a t  Mt .  Theo,  w h ic h  be longs  t o  J a p a n g a r d i /  

Jananangka and i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  P i l j a  (Goanna) d r e a m in g ,  c o n t i n u i n g  up 

f rom Y a r r  i p i 1a n g u . T he re  i s  no road y e t  t o  Mt .  Theo,  and t h e r e  i s  no 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  w a t e r  t h e r e .  S e p a ra te  v e h i c l e s  have been r e q u e s te d  f o r  

t he  J u r l p u n g u  peo p le  and t h e  M t . Theo p e o p le ,  bu t  s i n c e  Mt .  Theo i s  

spoken o f  as be ing  a " d a n g e r o u s "  p l a c e  f o r  women and c h i l d r e n ,  1 am 

unsu re  w h e th e r  p e o p le  wan t  t o  s e t  up an o u t s t a t i o n  t h e r e ,  o r  w h e th e r  

t h e y  w is h  t o  base them s e lv es  a t  J u r l p u n g u  and v i s i t  t h e i r  land o n l y .

Not f a r  f r om  J u r l p u n g u ,  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  i s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  Snake 

d reaming  w h ic h  comes up f r om  Yuendumu, and w h ic h  be long s  t o  J a k a m a r r a /  

J u p u r r u l a ,  and a g roup  o f  th e s e  peo p le  i s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  a t  J u r l p u n g u .

L 1RRAKI LP I RR I J u r l p u n g u  may a l s o  be a s t a g i n g  p os t  o f

L i r r a k i 1p i r r i , a s i t e  t o  th e  e a s t  o f
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Mt P a t r i c i a ,  w i t h  Ngur l u  (Seed) and Y a n k i r r i  (Emu) d r eami ngs .  T h i s  

s i t e  be l ongs  t o  J a n g a 1a / J a m p i j i n p a , and t hey  a t  f i r s t  t h o u g h t  t o  base 

t hemse l ves  a t  N g a r 1 i k i r 1angu ( a l s o  J a n g a 1a / J a m p i j i n p a ) , but  i t  i s 

e a s i e r  t o  b u i l d  a road t o  L i r r a k i 1p i r r i  f r om J u r  1pungu , b r a n c h i ng  o f f  

t he  M t . Theo r o a d , b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t he  sand dunes.  The r e  

i s  no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  w a t e r  t h e r e  y e t ,  and because o f  t he  d i s t a n c e  f r om 

Yuendumu, L i r r a k i 1p i r r a  i s  s t i l l  i n t he  p l a n n i n g  s t a g e s .

VEHICLES AND Thus i t  can be seen t h a t ,  a f t e r  w a t e r ,  c a r s
A f T F R S  R O A D F

a r e  t he  n e x t  most  nec es s a r y  i t em f o r  an 

o u t s t a t i o n  communi t y .  S i nce  t he  W a r l p i r i  

f i n d  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l  a r t i c l e s  o f  w h i t e  

c u l t u r e  d e s i r a b l e  ( m a t t r e s s e s ,  b l a n k e t s ,  b i l l y c a n s ,  r i f l e s ,  f o o d s t u f f s  

e t c . )  t hey  canno t  move backwards and f o r w a r d s  between Yuendumu and t he  

o u t s t a t i o n  ( o r  i ndeed ,  g e t  t o  t he  o u t s t a t i o n  a t  a l l )  and c a r r y  t hese  

a r t i c l e s  w i t h  them w i t h o u t  some f o r m o f  t r a n s p o r t .  Co n t a c t  w i t h  

Yuendumu i s  deemed d e s i r a b l e  m a i n l y  t o  keep in t ouch  w i t h  f r i e n d s  and 

r e l a t i v e s .  Yuendumu i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  where a r t i c l e s  ( o t h e r  t han '  

a l c o h o l )  can be pu r chased ,  i t  i s  t he  p o i n t  where cheques a r e  sen t  t o ,  

and i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  where t h e r e  i s  a schoo l  and a c l i n i c .  Many 

peop l e  who have j o b s  a t  Yuendumu do no t  want  t o  f o r f e i t  them,  and 

wou ld  l i k e  t o  ‘ commute1 t o  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s ,  m o s t l y  a t  weekends,  t a k i n g  

t h e i r  s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  them.  S i m i l a r l y ,  some women who have 

s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n  s t a y  a t  Yuendumu in o r d e r  t o  be w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  

t hey  t oo  would  l i k e  t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  husbands and t h e i r  l and a t  weekends.  

Hence i t  i s  no t  o n l y  c a r s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  bu t  a l s o  b e t t e r  roads  and 

s h o r t e r  r o u t e s  in o r d e r  t o  c u t  down on t r a v e l l i n g  t i me .

The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  v e h i c l e s  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  t he  e s t a b l i s h 

ment  o f  o u t s t a t i o n s .  I t  i s  hard t o  e s t i m a t e  t he  number o f  p r i v a t e  

W a r l p i r i  v e h i c l e s  a t  Yuendumu,  t hough i t  i s  sugges t ed  t h e r e  may be 

about  t w e l v e .  Ther e  a r e  many c a r  ca r c a s s e s  l y i n g  a r o u n d ,  but  v e r y  few 

a r e  in w o r k i n g  o r d e r .  The number o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  Yuendumu 

P o l i c e  S t a t i o n  does n o t  h e l p  s i n c e  most  o f  t he  c a r s  b r eak  down b e f o r e  r e 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  f a l l s  due.  They a r e  u s u a l l y  i n poor  c o n d i t i o n  when b ough t ,  

and road c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  rough .  When a s k i ng  f o r  t he  number o f  c a r s  an 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  has,  t he  i n v a r i a b l e  r e t o r t  i s :  "Do you mean how many

v e h i c l e s  do we have,  o r  how many v e h i c l e s  do we have w o r k i n g ? "  The
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l i f e  span o f  a governm en t  v e h i c l e  on a s e t t l e m e n t  i s  p r o b a b l y  no more 

than two y e a r s .

Bes ides  s i x  t r a c t o r s ,  t he  C ou n c i l  has 2 l a r g e  t r u c k s ,  2 

sm a l l  t r u c k s ,  2 T o y o ta  l a n d c r u i s e r  t r u c k s ,  and two u t i l i t i e s ,  though 

n o t  a l l  may be in  w o r k i n g  o r d e r  a t  th e  one t im e ;  N y i r r p i ,  K u n u j a r r a y i  

and J i l a  have one N issan  t r u c k  each,  none o f  w h ic h  seem t o  be w o r k i n g .

The December 1578 i s s u e  o f  Junga Yimi r e p o r t s  t h a t  t he  

men w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l  have a l l  p u t  $20 f r o m  t h e i r  pay p a c k e ts  

tow a rds  buy in g  a t r u c k  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s ,  t o  do runs  f o r  

p e n s i o n e r s  on the  day t h e  cheques come i n ,  and t o  f e r r y  p e o p le  t o  

c e r e m o n ie s .

(The re  a r e  ab o u t  h a l f  a dozen W a r l p i r i  women l e a r n i n g  t o  

d r i v e ,  and in  an i n t e r e s t i n g  move th e  Women's Museum, w i t h  t he  h e l p  o f  

an A b o r i g i n a l  A r t s  Board g r a n t ,  has pu rchased a Ford F .1 0 0 ,  w h ic h  i s  

o n l y  a l l o w e d  to  c a r r y  women. T h i s  ban on men ex te n d s  a l s o  t o  t h e  d r i v e r .  

The women l e a r n i n g  t o  d r i v e  t a k e  t h e  c a r  around th e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  bu t  f o r  

l o n g e r  t r i p s  f e m a le  schoo l  t e a c h e r s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c a l l e d  on t o  be 

c h a u f f e u r .  The Men's  Museum i s  n a t u r a l l y  j e a l o u s ,  b u t  t h e  women have 

shown i n i t i a t i v e ,  and a l r e a d y  they  have d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  t r u c k  i s  t oo  

sm a l l  and th e y  a r e  s a v in g  up f o r  a n o t h e r ) .

A road p a s s in g  o n l y  t h r o u g h  W a r l p i r i  land i s  p lanned  t o  

c o n n e c t  a l l  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s  s o u th w e s t  o f  Yuendumu. T h i s  has o n l y  

become p o s s i b l e  s i n c e  the  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Land C om m iss ione r ,  bu t  t he  

p la n s  have e x i s t e d  f o r  some t im e  and in  f a c t  t r e e s  were c l e a r e d  f r o m  

th e  proposed r o u t e  some t im e  ago -  u n l e s s  t h e  g r a d i n g  i s  done soon ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  be many s a p l i n g s  t o  c l e a r .

'  Whenever c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p e r m i t t e d , men a lw ays  p r e f e r r e d  t o  

go t o  a s i t e  by one r o u t e  ( g e n e r a l l y  t he  s h o r t e s t )  and r e t u r n  by 

a n o t h e r ,  t hus  d o in g  a ' t o u r  o f  i n s p e c t i o n ' ,  and s i m i l a r l y  a c i r c u l a r  

r o u t e  was p r e f e r r e d  f o r  h u n t i n g  t r i p s .

HOUSES W h i l e  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  humpies a r e  ' g o o d 1,

a l l  o u t s t a t i o n  g roups  exp ressed  a d e s i r e  

f o r  houses .  These may be f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  

f l o u r ,  m a t t r e s s e s ,  b l a n k e t s  and o t h e r  

a r t i c l e s  f r om  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  dogs ,  and any o t h e r  damaging a g e n t s .  In
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the meantime they would like tents, or tarpaulins which they can 
stretch over the humpies. Requests for tents were repeatedly made 
to me.

There are plans to demolish the Kingstrand houses at 
Yuendumu and use the materials recovered for shelters at the out-

A new store manager took over in September, 
and he has begun runs to Nyirrpi and 
Jurlpungu. This involves coordination with 
the Social Security Office, through which 

cheques pass. The Social Security Officer (a Warlpiri) is efficient 
in keeping in touch with people's movements and ensuring that the 
right cheques are taken to the outstation. The store manager takes 
these cheques, some money, and the goods out; there the cheques are 
exchanged for goods (cash is of no use when there is nothing you can 
buy). The Social Security Office listing for Jurlpungu showed seven' 
people on child endowment benefits which amounted to $266 a month, 
two people on old age pensions, three on widow's pensions,and four 
on unemployment benefits. Nyirrpi had six people receiving child 
endowments totalling $292, three people on old age pensions, one 
invalid pensioner, and nine people on unemployment benefits. These 
outstations would have no other income, since there are no 'employ
ment' opportunities there, but that is not to say they do nothing; 
a great deal of the time is spent hunting. The outstations all rely 
on hunting for some of their food supply, and this is brought out in 
general conversation about the outstation when people list the game 
found in the area, and plant and other products available.

Pooling of money by' members of an outstation community 
is very frequent; from this pool they buy food, and if they have a 
vehicle, pay for the running costs and repairs.

Relatives often supplement the food supplies of out
station groups, as well as helping to support the children who are 
attending school at Yuendumu while their parents are on the outstation.

stations.

SUPPLIES FROM 
YUENDUMU
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AND°HEAL?H I d e a l l y ,  W a r l p i r i  p e o p l e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  be

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a ' s c h o o l '  a t  t h e i r  o u t -  

s t a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a r e g u l a r  ( s a y ,  w e e k l y )  

v i s i t  f r o m  a t e a c h e r  t o  h e l p  p l a n  t h e  w e e k ' s  

p r ogr amme.  T h i s  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  and t h e r e  i s  a ( Eu r o p e a n )  t e a c h e r  

a t  Yuendumu q u i t e  e a g e r  t o  u n d e r t a k e  such w o r k .  S i m i l a r l y  w i t h  h e a l t h ,  

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  no v i s i t s  t o  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s  by h e a l t h  e m p l o y e e s ,  

b u t  m e d i c i n e s  and bandages  a r e  s e n t  o u t  on r e q u e s t .

KAU Ub A n o t h e r  w i s h  e x p r e s s e d  t o  me was f o r  r a d i o

e q u i p m e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Yuendumu 

I f  r o a d s a r e  o u t  o r  t h e  v e h i c l e  b r o k e n  down,  

t h e n  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n  i s  t r u l y  i s o l a t e d .  In 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e - s t y l e  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by 

d e s e r t  e n v i r o n m e n t s  p r o b a b l y  e n s u r e d  t h a t  no one  g r o u p  was t o o  f a r  

f r o m  any  o t h e r  (more t h a n  a d a y ' s  w a l k  p e r h a p s ) .  T h i s  i s  no l o n g e r  

t h e  c a s e .  Moves have been made f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  r a d i o  e q u i p m e n t  

f o r  N y i r r p i ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a s l i g h t  h i t c h  w h i l e  i t  was d e c i d e d  w h i c h ' ,  

f r e q u e n c y  was t o  be a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  W a r l p i r i s .

AI RSTRIPS I f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have  one  b u i l t  a l r e a d y ,  t h e  

o u t s t a t i o n s  each  p l a n n e d  t o  p r e p a r e  an 

a i r s t r i p ,  w h i c h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r a d i o  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  Yuendumu,  w o u l d  be used f o r  e m e r g e n c i e s .

OUTSTATIONS
AND

BUREAUCRACY

P e o p l e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  a m b i t i o u s  f o r  t h e i r  

o u t s t a t i o n s .  The c o m m u n i t i e s  d i f f e r  i n 

t h e i r  p l a n s ,  b u t  t h e y  each  w an t  t h e i r  o u t 

s t a t i o n  t o  be a model  c o mm u n i t y  wh e r e  r u l e s  

a r e  o b s e r v e d ,  b o t h  f o r  s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  p u r p o s e s .  They  seem t o  

be p r e p a r e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  comi ng  up a g a i n s t  

b u r e a u c r a t i c  f i d d l e s  w h i c h  t h e y  do n o t  c ompr ehend  and so t h e y  c a n n o t  

a n t i c i p a t e  t hem,  l e t  a l o n e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  h a s s l e .

W i t h  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  o f t e n ,  t h o u g h  n o t  a l w a y s ,  

two t i e r s  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  Ol d  men a r e  t h e  u n d i s p u t e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  

t h e  s i t e s ,  w h e t h e r  o wn e r s  o r  b o s s e s ,  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o u t 

s t a t i o n  ( o r  i n d e e d ,  w h e t h e r  i t  e x i s t s  a t  a l l )  depends  upon t hem.
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However in cases where t hes e  a u t h o r i t i e s  speak l i t t l e  E n g l i s h ,  o r  

do not  d r i v e ,  i t  i s  a g r oup  o f  younger  men who have t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  

a l l  t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e t a i l s  such as p u t t i n g  in a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  

c a r s ,  t e n t s ,  r a d i o s  e t c . ,  and who have t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  p a s t o r a l  

l e a s e h o l d e r s  f o r  use o f  a i r s t r i p s  and so on.  W h i l e  t h e  o l d e r  men 

depend upon t hes e  younger  ones f o r  t he  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n ,  

t he  younger  men do no t  usu r p  .any o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y .

N e a r l y  a l l  t he  c ommun i t i es  have p l an s  f o r  some money

making schemes (see b e l o w ) ,  bu t  t hese  i n v o l v e  i n j e c t i o n s  o f  money 

t o  g e t  t he  b u s i ne s s  s t a r t e d ,  e . g .  w i r e  f o r  f e n c i n g ,  ho r ses  and s a d d l e s ,  

t r a c t o r s  e t c .

Money i s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  g e t  an o u t s t a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t he  chosen s i t e  needs a b o r e .  Wi t h  a l l  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s  

t h e r e  i s  a ' c r i t i c a l  p o i n t 1 a t  wh i ch  t hey  can f u n c t i o n  a d e q u a t e l y ;  

t h i s  e n t a i l s  a c e r t a i n  number o f  p e op l e  so t h a t  i t  i s  w o r t h w h i l e  f o r  

t he  s t o r e  t o  make r uns  o u t  t h e r e ,  e t c . ,  bu t  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  number a 

s u r e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  and m o b i l i t y  a l s o  ( i . e .  t r a n s p o r t ) .

However u n l e s s  a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  peop l e  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
>

w i l l i n g  t o  s t a y  a t  a s i t e ,  t hen  w a t e r  and v e h i c l e s  and t e n t s  e t c .  a r e  

no t  p r o v i d e d .  Thus a v i c i o u s  c i r c l e  can be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  u n l e s s  t he  

c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  can be reached q u i c k l y  t h r ou g h  f o r t u i t o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

J u r l p u n g u  i s  f o r t u n a t e  in t h i s  sense;  a m e c h a n i c a l l y  sound communi t y  

t r u c k  was a v a i l a b l e ,  w i t h  a r e l i a b l e  d r i v e r ,  and a bore  was a l r e a d y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t he  s i t e ,  even i f  t h e r e  i s  no p i p e  t o  t he  t a n k  a t  

p r e s e n t .  Ngarna i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  in t h i s  r e s p e c t ;  t h e r e  i s  no permanent  

w a t e r  t h e r e ,  and t h e  communi t y  does no t  have access  t o  a v e h i c l e ,  so 

t h a t  t hey  have t o  r e p e a t e d l y  ask  peop l e  f o r  l i f t s  and t o  d e l i v e r  w a t e r  

drums.  The f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r oup  was e v i d e n t .

The " o f f i c i a l "  v i e w  as s t a t e d  t o  me in a l e t t e r  f r o m t h e  

t hen M i n i s t e r  f o r  A b o r i g i n a l  A f f a i r s ,  l an V i n e r ,  was t h a t  t he  DAA was 

d o i ng  a l l  i t  c o u l d  t o  h e l p  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  g e t  s t a r t e d .  The i n f o r m a 

t i o n  I g l eane d  f r om v i s i t i n g  o f f i c i a l s  was somewhat p e s s i m i s t i c .  They 

want  p e o p l e  t o  p r ove  t h a t  t h e y  want  t o  l i v e  a t  a s i t e  b e f o r e  t h e y  w i l l  

go t o  t h e  expense o f  p r o v i d i n g  b o r es ,  v e h i c l e s ,  t e n t s  e t c . ,  y e t  no t  

hav i ng  t hese  f a c i l i t i e s  can make t h i n g s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a commun i t y .  

A f t e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  e l s e w h e r e  where e x p e n s i v e  equ i pment  has been abandoned,
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and since some of the vehicles provided to Yuendumu outstations have 
been used as "flagon wagons", the DAA is sceptical about requests for 
assistance, even to putting down requests for teaching aides at out
stations as a ploy to generate more money for the group. A modicum 
of knowledge about Yuendumu and its people - and not the cursory 
glance that the settlement gets every now and then - would give an 
individual a pretty good idea about the seriousness of requests and 
who the 'responsible' people are. On one occasion when I was talking 
to an outstation leader another elderly man began to lecture him, in 
English as well as Warlpiri so that I would be able to get the message, 
about the evils of drink, and how they had better start to go about 
the matter of setting up an outstation seriously.

As it is, outstations have had to endure procrastination 
and disappointment because they cannot understand the bureaucratic 
mind and the time and effort it takes to get projects approved. Also 
for people who are not vested with a written tradition at best and 
who are illiterate or unable to speak English at worst, the actual 
machinery for applying for money is tedious in the extreme. To myself, 
literate, English-speaking, used to government bureaucracy, the picture 
was entirely unclear. The activities of the Aborigines Benefit Trust 
Account (?) had been suspended as far as 1 could make out, and no 
applications for money were being processed; when activities resumed, 
new applications would have to be made. (This picture is as was 
understood by the Yuendumu Community Council). Unless one was clear 
about this, if in fact this is the picture, then one could sit around 
for years waiting for an obsolete application to be processed.

Warlpiris are incapable of couching applications in jargon 
to bamboozle the department, although they are beginning to learn 
European ways. Hence in applications for vehicles etc., the purpose 
of the outstation is said to be to help Aboriginal people return to 
a more traditional way of life, and to establish market gardens to 
provide Yuendumu with fresh fruit and vegetables . The first proposi
tion might be viewed as being questionable by the DAA given the sorts 
of material goods that they are asking for, and the second is laughable. 
Yuendumu used to have a garden run by the government, which was closed 
down in 1975, and although some people have spoken about re-establishing 
it, so far this has not happened. Even this aside, when one considers
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th e  d i s t a n c e s  t o  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s  and the  p r i c e  o f  p e t r o l  i t  is  

o b v i o u s l y  uneconomic t o  f e r r y  t he  p roduce  t o  Yuendumu. From th e  

W a r l p i r i  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  however ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  p e t r o l  i s  i m m a t e r i a l ,  

and p e o p le  t a k e  o f f  f o r  long t r i p s  a t  t he  d rop  o f  a h a t ,  so t h a t  

s t a t i n g  the  i n t e n t i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v e g e t a b l e  garden ( two have 

a l r e a d y  been e s t a b l i s h e d  and one more is  t o  be) seems t o  be a 

r e a s o n a b le  p r e c u r s o r  t o  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  d r i l l i n g  o r  r e p a i r  o f  a 

b o r e ,  and the  ga rden  w i l l  a t  l e a s t  be s u p p le m e n t i n g  the  d i e t  a t  t he  

o u t s t a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a p o i n t  n o t  t o  be m is s e d .  However I do f e e l  t h a t  

t he  r e a l  reason  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  v e g e t a b l e  ga rdens  in a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  

f u n d i n g  i s  t h a t  A b o r i g i n e s  have r e c e i v e d  the  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  w h i t e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  want  o u t s t a t i o n s  t o  have an economic base.

Some j e a l o u s i e s  a r e  g ro w in g  up between t h e  o u t s t a t i o n s .

At  p r e s e n t  th e y  a re  v y i n g  m o s t l y  in  a m b i t i o n s  and in p r o p o s in g  model 

c o m m u n i t i e s  ( "n o  d r i n k i n g  r u b b i s h " ) ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  some m a t e r i a l  

bones o f  c o n t e n t i o n .  Some s t a t i o n s  have access t o  v e h i c l e s ,  o t h e r s  

do n o t ,  e i t h e r  because th e y  have n o t  been a l l o c a t e d  fu n d s  f o r  one,  

o r  have no r e l a t i v e s  w i t h  access  t o  a c a r .  A Ngarna spokesman was 

i n d i g n a n t  t h a t  Y a r r i p i l a n g u  was head o f  t h e  l i s t  f o r  a b o r e ,  because 

Y a r r i p i l a n g u  has permanen t  w a t e r  ( a l b e i t  a n o t  v e r y  l a r g e  r o c k h o l e  

a m i l e  away ov e r  v e r y  s t o n y  g r o u n d ) , w h i 1e Ngarna i s  r e l y i n g  on 

4 A - g a l l o n  drums b r o u g h t  f r o m  Yuendumu.

A n o th e r  f a c t o r  w h ic h  may ac c oun t  f o r  t he  

' s l o w  s t a r t 1 o f  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  f rom 

Yuendumu i s  t h a t  t he  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  

mono 1 i n g u i s t i c , be ing  p o p u l a t e d  by members 

o f  a s i n g l e  t r i b e  ( u n l i k e ,  f o r  exam p le ,  P a p u n y a ) . T h i s  means t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  no i n t e r - t r i b a l  f i g h t s  t o  m o t i v a t e  p e o p le  t o  move away t o  

where t h e r e  i s  no t r o u b l e  and where t h e y  can r e c o v e r  t h e i r  t r i b a l  

i d e n t i t y .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  an example o f  a r e v e r s e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h a t  

d e s c r i b e d  above o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  my second s t a y  a t  Yuendumu; t h e r e  

had been some d r i n k i n g  among a g roup  o f  young men, w h ic h  was q u i t e  

e v i d e n t  a t  t h e  c o n c e r t .  A f i g h t  ensued - ( t h e  v e r s i o n s  o f  what  caused 

i t  v a r i e d  depend ing  on whom you were t a l k i n g  t o ,  but  i t  seemed t o  

b o i l  down t o  a f i g h t  o v e r  an u n f a i t h f u l  w i f e ) ,  and someone d ro v e  a c a r  

i n t o  a p y l o n ,  w h ic h  e f f e c t i v e l y  s topped  the  f i g h t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e

TIES WITH 
YUENDUMU
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night. The next day the families of the youths concerned - especially 
the women - got involved, and there was a great fight in the middle 
of the main street. Things calmed down after a while, but there was 
something simmering all the rest of the week. There was no exodus to 
outstations to get away from the trouble; on the contrary, when the 
relatives of one of the families involved who were on an outstation 
heard about the trouble, they insisted on returning to Yuendumu to help 
sort matters out.

There does not seem to be any difference in interest in 
outstations between people living in humpies at Yuendumu and those 
living in houses; however, because of the reverse means test on houses 
(you have to have an income to pay for the rent), the occupants are the 
ones who have jobs and are tied to Yuendumu for the weekdays. Women 
seem slightly less enthusiastic than men about moving out, especially 
younger women and those who have jobs. They are very eager to visit 
sites however, and say they would move out if their husbands went.
Since women are generally (but not always) with their husbands and 
hence not on their own land, and since they are not responsible for 
maintaining sites or taking part in the sacred life of the men, 'social1 
reasons are often invoked for wanting to move to an outstation. These 
are reasons such as "quiet, no noise", "no drinking", "one happy group" 
or because they are mourning. Men also give these reasons for wanting 
to move away from Yuendumu.

The Council certainly had no policy on drink with respect 
to the outstations; each community was to decide for itself. Some 
were adamant that there was to be no drinking whatsoever, others said 
that it would be all right if the drinkers went out into the bush.

Not many young people are active in the outstation movement, 
probably because they are not yet at an age when traditionally they would 
be given much responsibility. Their range of interests is also dependent 
upon Yuendumu - chiefly sports and rock music. There are enough 
musicians at Yuendumu to form about three bands, and concerts are held 
twice a week. Basketball is popular; there is a local competition and 
also a team plays in Alice Springs once a week - the only Aboriginal 
team represented in the A grade competition. Football is played in 
winter, and volleyball in summer. At the Yuendumu Sports Weekend, the
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same group of young men provided manpower for two football teams, 
two basketball teams, athletics, and in addition, if they didn't play 
in the bands, they danced three nights away. Even if they are 
unemployed, young men seem to prefer to stay at Yuendumu, but visit 
the outstations.

Ties with the church also draw people back to Yuendumu.
In recent years corroborees have been devised to recount episodes in 
the life of Christ. Other than the nature of the story, and the fact 
that no one clan owns this 'dreaming1, the style of dancing and singing, 
and the body decorations, are all in traditional vein. These corro- 
borees are very popular, and have been performed at other settlements, 
as well as Darwin, but to attain the degree of perfection desired 
requires much rehearsing.

In addition to these newer factors, the usual require
ments for initiation ceremonies etc. mean that people are travelling 
between points a great deal of the time.

Because of the above ties with Yuendumu, numbers at 
outstations can vary a lot. I have already mentioned the high mobility 
of people at Yuendumu. The desire for mobility exceeds the facilities 
available, and hence my visits to places around Yuendumu entailed 
carrying as many people as possible from one place to another. A 
visit to an outstation could thus increase or decrease the resident 
population substantially. It also entailed providing services which 
would not normally be available, e.g. delivering medicines. This 
ad hoc delivery of services is a substantial part of the scene, and 
people couId- happily have employed me as a taxi driver every day, if 
this had been possible. Since Europeans have access to vehicles more 
readily than Warlpiris, they are frequently asked to provide transport. 
At least one of the outstations (Ngarna) has been viable only because 
of help from Europeans; I heard one of the prime movers of Ngarna 
berating a Council member (partly in English, for my benefit) about 
how he was only getting help from whitefe11o w s , and that it was about 
time that the Council provided some help.

With an increase in political activity necessitated by 
consu1atative government and bodies such as the Central Lands Council, 
movement will increase further. If people on outstations are to be
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k e p t  in  the  p i c t u r e  and a r e  t o  make t h e i r  w is hes  known a t  m e e t i n g s ,  

t h e i r  dependence on v e h i c l e s  and r a d i o s  w i l l  soon become a p p a r e n t .  

T h i s  ' k e e p i n g  in t o u c h 1 f o r  p o l i t i c a l  pu rposes  w i l l  r e i n f o r c e  th e  

s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  keep ing  in  t o u c h ;  when one f i r s t  a r r i v e s  a t  an 

o u t s t a t i o n ,  a l l  t he  i n i t i a l  t a l k  i s  c a t c h i n g  up on news.

A l l  o u t s t a t i o n s  a r e  now on W a r l p i r i  l a n d .  B e fo re  t h e  land 

c l a i m  d e c i s i o n  was made some were on th e  v a c a n t  Crown land under  

c l a i m .  T h i s  was n o t  m e r e l y  a t e m p o r a r y  p l o y  t o  w in  them t h e  land  by 

be ing  seen t o  occupy  i t ;  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  t r e n d s  

have i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  t h e y  were awarded t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d ,  as has 

Yuendumu C ou n c i l  a c t i v i t y  t o  h e lp  them.
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CONCLUSION The e q u i l i b r i u m  wh i ch  c h a r a c t e r i s e d

t h e  l i f e - s t y l e  o f  t he  W a r l p i r i  p e op l e  

f o r  t housands  o f  y ea r s  was upse t  by 

t he  a r r i v a l  o f  Europeans in a l l  f a c e t s :  

s o c i a l ,  economi c ,  l e g a l ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and m a t e r i a l .

The W a r l p i r i  have endeavoured a t  a l l  t i mes  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  sense o f  i d e n t i t y  and a c o n t i n u i t y  w i t h  t h e  p a s t ,  

w h i l e  a t  t he  same t i me  accomoda t i ng  new codes and m a t e r i a l  goods.

In t he  f a c e  o f  much i n t e r f e r e n c e  t hey  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l i f e - s t y l e  c o n g e n i a l  t o  them,  b l e n d i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  

and i n t r o d u c e d  f a c t o r s .

They des e r v e  t o  succeed.
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ORTHOGRAPHY EMPLOYED AT THE YUENDUMU SCHOOL FOR 

THE REPRESENTATION OF WARLPIRI PHONEMES

C o n s o n a n t s :

STOPS

NASALS

LATERALS

FLAPS

GLIDES

CO 
LU 
X  
LU 
—1 
Lu  
O  
CC 
I—  
LU 
CC

r t

m n rn

1 r 1

r  r  rd

w r y

N o t e s :  ( i )  The s y m b o ls  t ,  n ,  1, r e p r e s e n t  r e t r o f l e x
soun ds  w o r d - i n i t i a l l y .  D e n t a l  soun ds  do 
n o t  o c c u r  in  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .

( i i )  As i s  u s u a l  i n  A u s t r a l i a n  L a n g u a g e s ,  t h e r e  
i s  no o p p o s i t i o n  be tw een  v o i c e d  and 
v o i c e l e s s  s t o p s .  The W a r l p i r i  s t o p s  a r e  
u n v o i c e d .

Vowe1s :

HIGH FRONT 

HIGH BACK

SHORT LONG

i i i

U uu

LOW CENTRAL a aa
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WARLP IRI KINSHIP

APPENDIX B

For a proper understanding of Warlpiri society, a knowledge 
of the kinship system is essential. What follows is the merest 
outline of a very complex topic. For further information, see 
Meggitt.

The basic Warlpiri social group is the family: that is, a
man, his wife or wives and their uninitiated sons and unmarried 
daughters. Such groups come together to form larger camps, usually 
because of friendship bonds. Any grouping also has a widows' camp 
and a single men's camp.

The basic educational and socializing unit is the extended 
family. Parents are responsible for looking after a child and 
instructing it, although this is chiefly the mother's responsibility 
while it is young. A mother takes charge of training her daughters. 
Boys are initiated at puberty and their instruction is then in the 
hands of the men of the tribe.

The basis for the order in Warlpiri society lies in the 
kinship system. Roles played by different kin are fairly well 
defined. For example:

Older siblings are responsible for younger ones.
If a woman shirks her duties, her mother, father, elder 

brother or mother's brother may reprimand her. A man who shirks 
his familial duties may also be reprimanded by his affines.

A father's father (and his brothers) are important to a 
youth since he is frequently head of the patrilodge into which the 
young man will be initiated. Since he is also in the same subsection 
(see ahead) as the boy, he is equivalent to an elder brother.

A mother's mother is thought of as a lenient mother; she 
shows the same affection to her grandchildren as the mother would, 
but much less of the discipline (although Warlpiri children seem 
fairly unconstrained by discipline).

A mother's male relatives are extremely important in the 
matter of a girl's betrothal and a youth's initiation. Mother's 
brother and mother's mother's brother are concerned in finding a 
husband for a girl; they are also responsible for defending her rights 
in marriage. A mother's brother consults with a youth's father in
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d e t e r m i n i n g  who i s  t o  p e r f o r m  h i s  c i r c u m c i s i o n ;  t h i s  i s  c h o s i n g  a 

b r i d e  f o r  h im,  f o r  t he  c i r c u m c i s e r  then g i v e s  t he  i n i t i a t e d  y o u t h  

a d a u g h t e r  as a w i f e .  The w i f e ' s  f a t h e r  i s  accorded r e s p e c t  by a 

man, and i s  compensated f o r  p a r t i n g  w i t h  a d a u g h t e r .

S t r i c t  a v o i da n c e  i s  r es p e c t e d  between a man and h i s  m o t h e r -  

i n - l a w  ( i ndeed  a l l  c 1 a s s i f i c a t o r y  m o t h e r s - i n - 1 a w ) . They may no t  

even l oo k  a t  one a n o t h e r ,  l e t  a l o n e  speak -  in many A u s t r a l i a n  

l anguages t h e r e  a r e  s p e c i a l  ' M o t h e r - i n - l a w  l anguages '  wh i ch  must  

be used in t he  p r esence  o f  t aboo r e l a t i v e s .

A b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  i s  o f  r i t u a l  and s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  

a y o u t h .  He i s  t he  y o u t h ' s  g u a r d i a n  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  ce r emon i es  and 

t he  i n t e r m e d i a r y  t h r o u g h  wh i ch  t he  y o u t h ' s  mot her  and f a t h e r  send 

him food w h i l e  he i s  i n s e c l u s i o n .

Between members o f  t he  ex t ended  W a r l p i r i  f a m i l y  t hen  t h e r e  

a r e  bonds o f  a f f e c t i o n ,  d u t y ,  dependence,  d e p e n d a b i l i t y  and s u p p o r t .

But  in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k ,  t he  W a r l p i r i  comm

u n i t y  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  e i g h t  s u b s e c t i o n s .  Every  member be l ongs  t o  

one o f  t h e s e  s k i n s ' .  M a r r i a g e  r u l e s  o p e r a t e  in t e rms o f  t he  

s u b s e c t i o n s  and o f f s p r i n g  a r e  a s s i gn e d  a s u b s e c t i o n  in acco r dance  

w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ' .  Thus ,  i f  I am a N a p a l j a r r i ,  I must  m a r r y  a 

J akamar r a .  My d a u g h t e r s  a r e  N a p u r r u l a  and my sons a r e  J u p u r r u l a .

My mother  i s  Nanga l a ,  and my m o t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r  i s  J a n g a l a .  My f a t h e r  

i s  J u n g a r r a y i  and my f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r  i s  N u n g a r r a y i .  Same-sex 

s i b l i n g s  a r e  no t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  and so my m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r s  a r e  a l s o  

Nangala and my f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r s  a r e  J u n g a r r a y i ;  my own s i s t e r s  a r e  

N a p a l j a r r i  and my b r o t h e r s  a r e  J a p a l j a r r i .  (See t he  accompany ing 

c h a r t s . )

T h i s  means t h a t  a l l  J a p a l j a r r i s  and N a p a l j a r r i s  can be v i ewed 

as my ' b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ' ,  a l l  Ja.kama.rras a r e  my ' h u s b a n d s ' ,  a l l  

Nakamar ras a r e  my ' s i s t e r s - i n - 1 a w ' ,  a l l  J u p u r r u l a s  a r e  my ' s o n s ' ,  

a l l  N a p u r r u l a s  a r e  my ' d a u g h t e r s ' ,  a l l  Nangalas  a r e  my ' m o t h e r s ' ,  

a l l  J u n g a r r a y i s  a r e  my ' f a t h e r s ' ,  and so on.

Thus e v e r y  member o f  t he  communi t y  i s  a c 1 a s s i f i c a t o r y  

k i nsman,  and s o c i a l  bonds t h a t  a p p l y  between a c t u a l  members o f  an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  f a m i l y  a l s o  a p p l y  ( t hough  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  as s t r o n g l y )  

t o  a l l  p e op l e  c l a s s i f i e d  in a s i m i l a r  way.  In t he  absence o f  an 

a c t u a l  k i nsman a c l o s e  c 1 ass i f  i c a t o r y  k insman i s  bound t o  p e r f o r m
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h i s  d u t y .

These e i g h t  s u b s e c t i o n s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  h a l ves  by t h r e e  
p r i n c i p l e s  (see Cha r t  V)

a.  p a t r i m o i e t y

b. m a t r i m o i e t y

c.  g e n e r a t i o n  1e v e l .

P a t r i m o i e t i e s  a r e  concer ned  w i t h  r i t u a l  a f f a i r s ,  t he  m a t r i m o i e t i es 

w i t h  s e c u l a r  m a t t e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m a r r i a g e  a r r angemen t s  and d e a t h  

ceremony o r g a n i s a t i o n .

The s e c t i o n s o f  t he  p a t r i m o i e t i e s  have a s s o c i a t e d  t o t e m s ,  

wh i ch  be l ong  t o  a n c e s t o r s  who ' d r e a m t '  t hose  t o t ems and f ormed t he  

l andscape  in t h e i r  d r eamt i me w a n d e r i n g s .  Hence t he  l and i s  ' owned'  

by t he  owners o f  t he  t o t ems  who a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t he  sacred  s i t e s  

t h e r e ,  and who a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  t he  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c e r emon i es .  The o p p o s i t e  m o i e t y  p r o v i d e s  t he  ' b o s s e s ' ,  who a r e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p a i n t i n g  t he  d a n c e r s ,  c l e a r i n g  t he  g r o u n d ,  and see i ng  

t h a t  t he  land i s  in f a c t  cared  f o r  p r o p e r l y .

Members o f  a m a t r i m o i e t y  share  a common s p i r i t .  T h i s  i s  t he  

s p i r i t  wh i ch  l eaves  t he  body and wanders d u r i n g  dreams;  t he  dreamer  

i s  t he  owner  o f  any d e s i gn s  so d i s c o v e r e d .  These d e s i gn s  a r e  i m p o r t 

an t  in women's r i t u a l s  ( y a w a l y u ) ,  wh i ch  a r e  concerned w i t h  p r o c r e a t i o n ,  

t he  g r o w t h  o f  c h i l d r e n  and f o o d ,  t he  c u r i n g  o f  i l l n e s s e s  and t h e  

p r om o t i on  o f  h a p p i ne s s .

M o i e t y  d i v i s i o n  by g e n e r a t i o n  l e v e l  i s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t han 

t he  p r e v i o u s  two.  I t  seems t o  have some b e a r i n g  on wh i ch  o f  t he  

two c e n t r a l  i n c i s o r s  i s  a v u l s e d .

The i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t he  s o c i a l  n e t wo r k  se t  o u t  above a r e  

p l a i n :  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  between p r i m a r y  and secondary  bonds i s  hard

t o  make much o f  t he  t i m e ,  r o l e s  a r e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d ,  and t he  system 

i s  o b v i o u s l y  not  h i e r a r c h i c a l ,  bu t  c i r c u l a r .  Ther e  i s  no n e c e s s i t y  

f o r  ad hoc p l an s  s i n c e  t he  norms o f  k i n s h i p  and r e l i g i o n  a p p l y .  

I n d i v i d u a l s  may a c q u i r e  r e p u t a t i o n s  as w i se  men and so t h e i r  a d v i c e  

may be s o u g h t ,  but  t h e r e  i s  no o v e r - r i d i n g  a u t h o r i t y  v e s t e d  in such

peo p l e .  The r e  i s  no t r i b a l  c h i e f ,  nor  i s  t h e r e  a s e p a r a t e  l eg a l  
system.

S e t t l e m e n t  l i f e  i s  chang i ng  t hese  f a c t o r s  a l i t t l e .  Europeans 

r e q u i r e  communi t y  l ea d e r s  t o  a c t  as spokesmen;  t he  usua l  c r i t e r i o n
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i s  a good knowledge o f  E n g l i s h .  Wages a r e  weakening t he  b a s i s  o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  economic  exchange.  Job s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  i s  b r i n g i n g  peop l e  

t o g e t h e r  who n o r m a l l y  wou ld  a v o i d  each o t h e r ;  a man who l i t e r a l l y  

goes ou t  o f  h i s  way t o  a v o i d  ' m o t h e r s - i n - l a w 1 has made an a d j u s t m e n t  

f o r  t he  c l as s r o o m  - ' m o t h e r s - i n - 1 a w 1 who a r e  h i s  p u p i l s  a r e  " t o o  

young"  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t .  I a l s o  wonder  whe t he r  some European i n s t i t 

u t i o n s  a r e  be i ng  adopted  f o r  t h e i r  own sake:  f o r  example ,  a l l

sou r ces  on W a r l p i r i  e t hn o g r a p h y  say t h a t  in t he  case o f  an a l t e r n a t e  

m a r r i a g e  ( i . e .  a per son  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ' s k i n '  i s  no t  a v a i l a b l e ) ,  

t he  c h i l d  t o o k  h i s  ' s k i n '  f r om t he  m o t h e r ' s ,  but  t oday  c h i l d r e n  o f  

such un i on s  a r e  sa i d  t o  be o f  ' mi xed s k i n ' ,  t a k i n g  h i s  ' s k i n '  f r om 

bo th  mot her  and f a t h e r ;  perhaps  because o f  t he  p r a c t i c e  o f  t a k i n g  

t he  f a t h e r ' s  surname,  t he  s k i n  i s  a l s o  be i ng t a k e n .

In t he  c h a r t s  wh i ch  f o l l o w ,  i t  shou l d  be remembered t h a t  

same-sex s i b l i n g s  a r e  no t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  T h e r e f o r e :

F a t h e r  and Fa B r o t h e r  a r e  bo t h  c a l l e d  k i r d a n a  

Mother  and Mo _Si_ster a r e  n g a t i  

FaFa and FaFaBr a r e  w a r r i n g i y i  

e t c .

A d i f f e r e n c e  i s  made o n l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  age:  

p a p a r d i  -  o l d e r  Br 

kukur nu  -  younger  Br 

k a p i r d i  -  o l d e r  Si 

ngawuru -  younger  Si 

ngumpana -  s e n i o r  B r - i n - l a w  

k a r n t i y a  -  j u n i o r  B r - i n - l a w

Char t  1: Female EGO, k a p i r d i ,  ngawur ru  a r e  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  

f o r  pu r poses  o f  t r a c i n g  g e n e o l o g i e s ,  as a r e  male Ego, p a p a r d i ,  

k uk u r nu ,  and as a r e  k a l i n y a n u ,  ngumpana,  k a r n t i y a .

Ch a r t s  V, V I ,  V I I :  The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  e i g h t

s u b s e c t i o n s  a r e  shown;  t he  names g i v e n  a r e  a b s o l u t e  names,  no t  r e l a t i v e  

t e r ms .  " S k i n s '  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  N- a r e  f ema l e  t e r ms ,  t hose  b e g i n n i n g  

w i t h  J -  a r e  male t e r ms .
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S i m p l i f i e d  W a r l p i r i  K i n s h i p  Char t
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W a r l p i r i  r e l a t i v e  terms 

( t o  be used w i t h  Char t  V I )

i
■ja j a

X
' y a p a r 1 a war r i n g I y i  j  a m i r d i

/

N i

ma1 i r d  i
T  ___

w a n t i r r i

— m i r n t i d i

X

X ▼
ma 1 i r d i

▼ __
ku rduna

cf k i r d a n a  
9 p i mi r d i

1r  g ^  'r V

— 9 m i r n t i r d i kn 1 inynnn . Fnn *
<y j a j a ngumpa rna p a p a rd i

/

X  <r T > X
m a l i r d  i ------—  kurduna n g a 1api

cf k i  rdana 
o p i m i r d  i

— m i r n t i r d i  y a p a r l a --------w a r r i n g i y i
1 \ / r

▼

? n g a t i  
(f ngam i r n i

rf wanki  1 i 
9 j u k a n a

? n g a t i  
cf ngam i r n i

y a p a r l a -------w a r r i n g i y i  j a m i r d i

? n g a t i  
o* ngam i rn i

. + rS  
■J aJ a

m a l i r d  i —

\

9 m i r n t  i l rd i  
o* j a j a

ma1 i r d  i — 
\

m i r n t i r d i

ma1 i rd i —

m i r n t i r d i

mar r  i es f a t h e r  -  c h i l d 'mo ther  -  c h i l d 1

Char t  1 I
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E n g l i s h  r e l a t i v e  t erms f o r  MALE ego,  same schema as in

Char t  I I

i  I
_ WiMoFa FaMo

+ s i b l i n g s  + s i b

N
WiMo - 
+ sib

Wi Fa 
FaMoBrch

WiBrSoch
1 \

MoMoBrch __ 
MoFaSich

Onl y  some o f  t he  more i m p o r t a n t  E n g l i s h  e q u i v a l e n t s  have been 

l i s t e d ;  E n g l i s h  e q u i v a l e n t s  a r e ,  i n f a c t ,  i n e x h a u s t a b 1e because 

o f  t he  W a r l p i r i  sys tem o f  d e n o t i n g  same-sex s i b l i n g s  by one t e r m.  

Hence your  F a B r ' s  ch i  1d r en  and yo u r  M o S i ' s c h i l d r e n  a r e  your  

' b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ' ,  as a r e  yo u r  FaFaBrSo ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  your  

FaFaFaBrSoSo' s c h i l d r e n ,  y ou r  MoMoSiDa's c h i l d r e n ,  your  

MoMoMoSiDaDa' s c h i l d r e n ,  e t c .  e t c .  ad nauseam.

CHART I I I
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E n g l i s h  r e l a t i v e  te rms f o r  FEMALE ego,  same schema 

as in  C h a r t  I I

HuMoFa 
+ s i b l i n g s

*
HuMo _

+ sib.

— HuMoBrch 
HuFaSich 

/

*
S o - i n - l a w  
Da- i n - 1 aw 

+ sib:

FaMo — 
+ s i b .

FaFa
+ s i b .

FaMoBrch 
FaFaSich

+ s i b .

Hu
FaFaSiSoch 
FaMoBrSoch

\y
MoMo 
+ s i b

MoFaSich -  
MoMoBrch

\

r /  
MoMoBrSoch

MoBrSoch F a S iDach —  
MoMoBrSoSoch

I \

N.B.  Same no te  a p p l i e s  as f o r  C ha r t  111.

C har t  IV



90

D i v i s i o n  o f  W a r l p i r i  s u b - s e c t i o n s  ( a b s o l u t e  terms i n t o :

A. Pat r i m o i e t i e s

NAPURRULA + JAPANANGKA
JUPURRULA

f
+ NAPANANGKA

▼
JAKAMARRA + NAPALJARR1
NAKAMARRA + JAPALJARRI

| The p a t r i m o i e t i es a r e la b e l  led

NANGALA + JUNGARRAY1 by th e  r e l a t i v e  terms k i r d a  (EGO'S)
JANGALA1 + NUNGARRAY1 and k u r d u n g u r l u  ( o p p o s i t e  p a t r i -

JAMPIJINPA + NAPANGARD1 m o i e t y  t o  EGO).
NAMPIJINPA + JAPANGARD1

t

NAPURRULA +
▼

JAPANANGKA
JUPURRULA + NAPANANGKA

0 ) (2)

B. M a t r i  m o i e t i e s

NAKAMARRA
JAKAMARRA

................ ' * _____
t i

JUPURRULA + NAPANANGKA 
NAPURRULA + JAPANANGKA

JAPANGARDI + NAMPIJINPA
NAPANGARDi + JAMPIJINPA

*
▼ i

JANGALA + NUNGARRAYI
NANGALA + JUNGARRAY I

• ▲

JAPALJARRI + NAKAMARRA 
NAPALJARRI + JAKAMARRA

: t

The m a t r i m o i e t i e s  a r e  l a b e l l e d  by 

t he  r e l a t i v e  terms makurntawangu 

(EGO'S) and m aku rn ta  ( o p p o s i t e  t o  

EGO 1 S ) .

+ ' m a r r i e s ' 1 f a t h e r  -  c h i l d '

! 'm o th e r
▼

c h i l d '

C h a r t  V
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D i v i s i o n  o f  W a r l p i r i  s u b - s e c t i o n s  ( a b s o l u t e  t e r m s )  i n t o :

C. G e n e r a t i o n  l e v e l s

( 1 )

( 2 )

( 1 )

NAPALJARRI--------- JAKAMARRA
JAPALJARRI ----- NAKAMARRA

r
NUNGARRAYI 
JUNGARRAYI

I
JANGALA
NANGALA

y
NAPALJARRI 
JAPALJARR I

▼
JAKAMARRA
NAKAMARRA

NAMPIJINPA- 
JAMP IJ INPA

JAPANGARDI
NAPANGARDI

NAPURRULA
JUPURRULA

JAPANANGKA
NAPANANGKA

t

NAMPIJINPA 
JAMPIJ INPA

JAPANGARDI 
NAPANGARDI

' m a r r i e s ' 1 p a r e n t s  -  c h i  1d r e n 1

The g e n e r a t i o n  l e v e l s  a r e  l a b e l l e d  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  t e rm s  

y a r 1 p u r r u j i n t a  (EGO'S) and k u y u k a r i  ( o p p o s i t e  t o  EGO'S) .

The p a t r i m o i e t i es and m a t r i m o i e t i e s  a r e  exog am ou s ,  w h i l e  t h e  

m o i e t i e s  based on g e n e r a t i o n  l e v e l s  a r e  endogamous .

C h a r t  V ( c o n t ' d )
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W a r l p i r i  s u b - s e c t i o n  t e r m s  

( ' s k i n  n a m e s  1 )

J AKAMARRA
MAKAMARRA

NAPANGARDI
J A P AN GAR D I

J A M P I J I N P A  
’NAMP I J  I NPA

NA P A L J A R R A  
J A P A L J A R R I  '

JAKAMARRA
NAKAMARRA

l ><.A l X  1 > < * 'J l
J U P U R R U L A
NAPURRULA

Na PANANGKA
' J AP ANANGKA

J A NGA L A
NANGALA

NUNGARRAYI  
J UNGARRAYI

: i
JAKAMARRA
NAKAMARRA

J U P UR R U L A
NAPURRULA \

.. X I i J X  1X k  l
NAPANGARDI
J AP AN GAR D I

I ^  x

▼  ' ' A  ▼
J U P U R R U L A
NAPURRULA'

NAPANANGKA
J APANANGKA

J A M P I J I N P A  
N A M P I J I N P A

▼ A
J ANGALA

N A P A L J A R R I
J A P L A J A R R I

J a k AMARRA
' NAKAMARRA

NANGALA

' A
NUNGARRAYI  
J U NGARRAYI

I

J AKAMARRA
“ NAKAMARRA
/  I

J U P U R R U L A
NAPURRULA

l l X  I 'X ' I
NAPANGARDI  
J A P AN GAR D I  
X  I X

J A M P I J I N P A  
N A M P I J I N P A

"  I

l f a t h e r  -  c h i l d ' /
X

N A P A L J A R R I
J A P A L J A R R I

' '  I N-

' m o t h e r  -  c h i l d '

J AKAMARRA
NAKAMARRA

m a r r i e s ' ;  b e t w e e n  m a l e s  s i g n i f i e s  r i t u a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p

' c i r c u m c i s e r  -  c i r c u m c i s e e

C h a r t  VI
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W a r l p i r i  s u b - s e c t i o n  t e rm s  

( ' s k i n  names 1)

X  ^  
JAPANGARDI 
NAPANGARDI

x  ^
NAKAMARRA
JAKAMARRA

I /
JAPALJARRI

' n a p a l j a r r i

\  ^
NAMPIJINPA 
JAMPIJINPA*

s '
JAPANGARDI
“NAPANGARDI

x /X / V 'v /\   ̂/  
✓  x

s ✓

> '  "  a  <7 X  J 7 X  X k  S\  v A '
JANGA LA *
NANGALA

NUNGARRAYI 
JUNGARRAYI

JUPURRULA
NAPURRULA JAPANANGKA

JAPALJARRI 
NAPALJARRI 

/

\  7̂ a
JUPURRULA
NAPURRULA

Jr
NAMPIJINI- A 
JAMPIJ INPA

A V
NAPANANGKA
JAPANANGKA

'A
JAPANGARl) I 

' NAPANGARDI

JANGALA
NANGALA

'x .

A
imAKAMARRA
JAKAMARRA

JANGALA__
NANGALA

1 '‘ A  V  s '

JAPALJARRI
“ NAPALJARRI

.

NUNGARRA'i I 
JUNGARRAYI

X
JAPANGARDI 
NAPANGARDI
/  I

V A
NAKAMARRA
JAKAMARRA*

'  \ v-

JAPALJARRi  
NAPALJARRI

A
INPA

x  I

nampY j

JAMPIJ INPA 
'  • \

V
JUPURRULA
NAPURRULA

*  V
JAPANGARDI
NAPANGARDI

I -X

>
^  1 f a t h e r  -  c h i l d 1m o t h e r  -  c h i l d 1 

' m a r r i e s 1; b e tw een  m a le s  s i g n i f i e s  r i t u a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p

✓  4  S i g n i f i e s  t a b o o  r e l a t i o n  be tw een  p e o p l e  who a r e
X  r e c i p r o c a l l y  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  -  s o n - i n - l a w

C h a r t  VI I
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