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Although the expu1s1on from Parllament of the Hon. E

A

‘fh;Hugh Mahon has often been quoted by advocates of ClVll o
.:llberty as an awful example of authorltarlanlsm in. Australlan .
polltlos, nobody has hltherto professed to understand the l
ﬁmotlves behlnd hlS dramatlc expuls1on and. the detalls of. h1s B
‘unusual career have slowly been forgotten._!Thls apparent
fextlnotlon was fa0111tated by hlS unattraotlve appearance
pand personallty. Though nearly six feet tall, ‘he was

j ‘

desorlbed as

Oolorless and somewhat narrow ohested. .
No fads or hobbies., Drinks beer in summer
and whisky in winter. Just a trace of
aooent but it takes deteotlng. |

- I L:
- 1n youth, he oould have been oalled ruggedly handsome but the
adoption of steel rlmmed spectacles and a nondesorlpt moustaohe

'e1n middle age made hlm look curiously anonymous.

| Mahon 8 colorless appearanoe was matohed by exoesslve
.retloenoe. His oarefully presezved and annotated papers show
that he was well aware of his plaoe in hlstonv but unllke
'other polltlolans, he seemed 1nd1fferent 10 publlolty and

bedmme muoh of what he Wrote has vanlshed 1n the shadow of

]

Journallstlo anonymlty, the press ooverage of h1s career is

remarkably thln. Very few of the many letters whloh he must

have wrltten have surv1ved and since he relaxed only 1n the




"company of hlS 1nt1mate frlends, to hlS eurv1v1ng contempor-

q.arlethe is always § man whom they never really knew.

Most of hlS contemporarles saw Mahon as a hard,oold
;tmdniulth.a;hltter;tongue and’ a-pronounoed streak-of-meanness.
LTIhﬁoert;:at:leest, the pioture is uhdoubtedhy true but it
i equally true that he was dominated throughout hlS life by
a deep Tove for his natlve 1and i & genulne love for
manklnd. In spite of hlS apparently hard and practloal mlnd,;

he llved for a dream, a dream whloh eventually destroyed his

,I

“ polltloal career,

| Throughout Mahon S oareer he was frequently alleged e

- have been Prlvate Seoretary to Charles Stewart Parnell. On
.thls p01nt Dr Conor Orudse O'Brlen seyS-ln'a letter of

-27 December 1967: | |

No Mr- Mahon was certainly not prlvate -
secretary to Parnell., Tim Healy was that at
- the time Mahon was in prlson.‘ At the same
~ time, if he was 1mprlsoned in Kilmainham
during the perlod of Parnell's 1mprlsonment
there - as appears to Dbe the case - it is
quite possible that he rendered Parnell some
secretarial services, in relation to the
situation in his home county or otherwise. -
- It is also possible that he rendered similar
services to Parnell during the bltterly
contested election in Wexford in 1880 ...
- It would not beiabnormal «es fOr someone
. like this e.s to allow his friends to say
B that he was seoretary to Parnell ves

- T have found no evidence that Mahon_ever mede the claim him-
" self but'likewise;.none'ﬁhat'he'everdehied it;u

oL
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'Note on Cltatlene

The maln source for thle work is the papers of Hugh
Mahon whlch are 1dent1fled by the Natlonal lerery of
Auetralla as Collectlon No., 937 When cltlng thls collectlon
the neme of the Natlonal lerary 1s not glven. Citation
| of other oollectlone held by the Netlopal lerary 1s‘-
preflxed N LA, Where newspaper cuttlngs eppear in ‘the -
Mahon papers they are described as unldentlfled outtlngs,
where no ev1dence of paper or dete ex1ste. and as undated
| cuttlngs Where the paperlls 1dent1f1ed but not the date.
Even where the cuttlng is fully«ldentlfled the manuscript
number is usuelly glven for the oonvenlence of those
worklng in the Mehon papers.i_' j

The only abbrevlatlone used‘ere:.

H C. Debates ... House of Commons Debetes.

V&P (L. A., N.S.V. )‘...‘Votee and Proceedlnge
|  legislative Assembly, N.S.W.

T&P (T.A., W.AL) ovu Minuts and Votes and Proeeedings
o Legislative'Assembly; Wb
f/

W AP, D.,... West Australlan Parllamentary Debates.
.'O P. D. “e Oommonweelth Parllamentary Debetes.

0 P Peoves Oommonerlth Parllementery Papers.,
! ' .



CHAPTRI

- The Young Rebel

Hugh Mahon was born on 6 January 1857 at Klllurlne An
- the parrsh of Klllelgh about four mlles from Tullamore in
e'Klng s County, Ireland.1 Some of his famlly olalmed desoent
“ from Mahon, Klng of Munster, brother of the ‘great Brian Boru,
but Mahon e father belleved that the family originated in
'Ulster and had reached Klllurlne as refugees in the 15th
| century.2 Hugh's father Janes) born at Killurine in 1807,
had marrled Anna MdEvoy of Castlebraok on 3 November 1834
and thelr son Hugh, the thlrteenth‘of fourteen chlldren,

eight of whom dled young, was named after the deceaeed |
3 | .

firstborn. -

| When, about 1863, the elder Mahon enlarged his house,
the landlord, Lord Digby of Geashlll, promptly raleed the
rent and soon afterwards the famlly salled for Canada,
leav1ng the eldest s0n Patrlck t0 farm a small part of the
0ld property. Aooordlng t0 Llocal tradltlon,arProtestant
family-promptly took over the“main farm_inoluding thehouse.4_l

f o o {

1 Genealogloal note in Mahon papers 937/61. Klng's
County has since been renamed County 0ffally,

3 James Mahon to Mahon, 9 Januarv 1885, 937/33.
3 937/61 Opoclto T ﬂ,. '

: Father Thomas Mahon (nephew of Hugh) to author,
lO January 1968. : -y
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Hugh was educated by the Chrlstlan Brothers5 and
'after the famlly had-moved to the Unlted States was

"apprentlced at 13 to a prlnter. Years later he descrlbed

:_Tbltterly how le. had worked 59 hours a week. and walked three
.mlles each way $o and from his work for 'Yankee blood-
lsuckers' 6 Yet he was well trained in the work of a-
| newspaner offlce and soon after his return t0 Ireland,
about 1880,7 he was able to find work as & reporter at New
Ross 1n Wexford. - | ';

| New Ross was a small but prosperous “town on the Barrow

"Rlver, whose 194 electors, returned one of the four members

for the-county to the House of Commons.‘ As the seat of a

nuarter sesszons court and the s1te of g mllltary barracks,

the. town was a centre for polltlcal agltatlon over a wide

areasB)'The New Ross Standard wes aggresslvely;natlonallst :

in its politics and Mahon was soon involved as secretary

T

> Cxclopaedla of Western Australla (Perth, 1911) |
~vol.l, p.3lL, , |

Pather. Mahon, op.01t. a [

The date of Mahon's return to Ireland, 11ke S0 much

in his early life is doubtful. In a letter written' ¢
about 1919, he said 'I was a Land League secretary
at 19'-but since this would put him in the League two
years before its foundatlon, I”prefer t0 believe that
his.return was at least inspired by Parnell's tour of
America in December 1879 and that he probably arrlved
early in. 1880,

Hamllton.(ed) Natlonal Gazef%eer of Great Brltaln
and Ireland (London, 1858) .




"'_of the looal Land League, and of a committee to secure a‘

rfalr trlal ior two 1oca1 men: aooused of murder? :

'g]f Belng ajpromlnent act1v1st he was under eonstent- .1m; L

-polloe survelllanee and when the Brltlsh oablnet deerded .

’lete 1n 1881 to endeavour onee agaln to suppress the Natlonallst

movement he ‘was one of the 1eaders arrested. On the morning

of 27 Oetober 1881 a strong foroe of pollce arrested Mehon

and a frlend, charged them w1th rntlmldatlon and soon the

two mex- were on thelr way under mllltary esoort to Naas,

whenoe they were transferred 1o Kllmalnham gaol near Dublln.lo- |
The dragnet had brought into Kllmalnham 8, w1de oross

sectlon of the Land League, from the great Gharles Stewart |

Parnell dovm to humble almost 1111terate labourers. The

1ntelleotua11y inclined Mahon found congenial soolety among

the 1mpr1soned 1nte111gents1e,\but oonflnement soon exacer-

-bated a oongenltal pulmonary weekness and he. spent mueh

time 1n hospltel ll Here he beoame frlendly w1th Dr Joseph:

Kenny, a promlnent phys101an and Tand League 1eader, WhO'

Wa.s also a prlsoner and in Deeember Kenny urged Mahon S |

-

) Catholic Press, 22 October 19%1. The executors of

Dr Augustlne Mahon who held the papers after Hugh

Mahon's death unfortunately destroyed some letters,

most of which probably orlglneded in this period. SR
The surv1vrng letters of the perlod are 937/279—281. o

Dublin Freeman, May 1904, 937/869
Y. wall 0. Miss Mahon, 10 /l\/ﬁarch 1928, 937/805

10
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| releesefashe was-suffering from phthisis of:tné left lung
whichmight'be relieved or cured by a long sea veyage.12
Kenny decided that the young men.shonldfgp to Australie: and
used all nis considerable influence to smooth the‘path. Tne
autherities, enxious to be rid of egitefors, were willing e
relesse h1m but Mahon, although he had’ already prlvately
accepted Kenny S suggestlon, was 1n0% prepared t0 give any
1guarantees. Neverthelessrhe was released uncondltlonally
on 7 January 1882 and after a demonstratlve welcome in New.

| Ross, promptly returned 10 hlS polltlcel worlc.13

l Withia a fewﬂweekslthere.were rumours of lmpending |

. rea.rres,’c'14 end{while reportinéfin nne Yew Ross Court House |
- he Wesfhended a formal poliee‘order-fo leave fne country.

| On 14 February John Redmond asked 1n the House of Commons
_whether Mahon's rearrest had been threetened in splte of his
contlnual_lllness,.whether he wasrunder pollce survelllance
and wnetnergthe'chief secretary had-sanctienedthis action.
W.E. Porster replied that since Mahon nad not honoured his -

undertaking to leave Ireland, the government had no alterna-

tive and added drily that his suppqSed'illness did not seem

12 Dr Kenny to Father Dunne, 30 December 1882, 937/268.

See also Appendlx.d.,
13
Catholic Press, 22 October 1931, op.01t.
14
Redmond to Mahon, 14 Pebruary 1882, 937/285.

I




%,to debar h1m from polltloal aot1v1ty 5 On 18 February

f Mahon 1mpudently replled personally 0 Forster, 1n a letter

; $0 the Wexford People, denylng that he had given any guarantee |
%-to the government 16 When a force of pollce and soldlere came |
;ito arreet h1m he was forewarned, escaped dlsgulsed as a monk

r'and went 1nto hldlng.; For some weeks he was on the run 1n |

} Ireland but finally went t0 London late in March 1882.17 -

H The Natlonallet Movement had been plannlng 3 drlve for

: funds in, Amerlca and Auetralla and in. March 1881 J.V. Walehe,"
;'an Amerlcan domlclled Irishman, salled for Australla to

E~prepare for a four in 1883 by John and Williem Redmond.1$
?les request in January 1882 for ass1etance from Ireland
é-solved the problem of Mahon 5 future very sat1efactor11y19
;iand 1% only remalned to find a berth. Meanwhlle Redmond ;
;;found temporary work for hlm as a reporter in the House of

; 20 .
;;Oommons for a pr0v1n01al paper,. an experlenee whlch wae to

§ orove of 1nest1mable value t0 him.. o 'fll |

;:15 H. C Debatee, vol.266, D. 631. |
_216 Wexford People, 18 Pebruary 1882, 937/888
' Gatnolic Press, 22 October 1931.

§;18 Mahon, The Land Teague: & narratlve of four years
§ of Irish agltatlon...,(Sydney, JoGe O'Connor,
" 1883)1 Pe XV° .
;19 Cardiff to Mahon, 18 March 1682, 937/308 and
~ }  Advocate, 18 TPebruary 188% o R

i?20 Melbourne Punch, 9 June 1904, 937/857 and o
' Men21es Miner, 28 May 1898 937/754 -

‘j/
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_: Mahon found 1t dlffloult to abandon thé consplratorlal
atmosphere of the Fatlonallst movement 1mmed1ately and left «
England by the 5.8, Orlent on 23 Mar'ch 1882 under an allas.21
'The Orlent arrived in Sydney on 9 May and on 16 July he made
‘hls flrst publlc appearanoe in Australia as deputy for f
Walshe 1n 8 meetlng of the Land League at Taral@;a.22
“ In +he next six months he travelled widely in the
‘country dlstrlcts of New South Wales speaklng and organ1s1ng
23

'oonstantly. He and Walshe went to Melbourne in Ootober

for a meetlng of the Central Commlttee, whloh reorganlsed
the old Land League a8 the Irlsh Natlonal League.24 In -
February 1883 the Redmond-brotherS'arrlved 1nSydney25 d
on 24 February Mahor was elected t0 the Sydney branch

executlve of the new 1eague.26

Freeman s Journal, 13 May 1882, His name does
not appear either on the passenger list of the
Orient or on any other ship arriving in Sydney.
or Melbourne between March and August 1882, The '

passenger list of the Orient does 1nolude a Hugh A.a‘
Hale in the ‘second class. |

2 TFreeman's Journal, 29 July 1882.
23

21'1

/

His salary and expenses between July and October |
1882 amounted to £215.5.10. Advocate, 7 Pebmuary
1885. In March 1883 heﬂv151ted Queensland brlefly.

24 Freeman ) Journal, 4 November 1882.
% Sydney Mail, 24 February 1883, | -
6 Freeman S Journal, 21/June 1917, 937/876. |
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Some of the more prosperous members of the/ IIlSh

'!

communlty shared the w1despread publlo hostlllty to the

| Redmonds, but thsy were welcomed by the politically cons01ous -
Irlsh as heroes. Mahon shared both the-odlum and the glory |
end was formally 11nked with the visitors in en edulatory
",eddress presented on StJPatrlck's Day.27- Probably hlS most
" 1mportant contrlbutlon to the cause. Was the only ‘book he
| ever publlshed, : 74-pege prOpegende pamphlet28 which was
"savagely rev1ewed in the Sydney press. |
By mld-1883 the eampalgn was draw1ng to a close and
~V_Me.hon hed to. thlnk of his future, Bishop Lanigan of Goulburn
‘who wanted a Cathollo dlocesan paper selzed the Opportunlty

j end on - 1 September 1883 the flrst issiie of the Southern

-sFree Press. was publlshed W1th Mahon as edltor. 9. Although

it was warmly commended in Oathollc 01rcles, its career was

short{ Late_iniApril 1884, after only 99 issues, it amalgamated

with‘the:Southern Argus, of which Mahon then tecame editor.30

After the exheustlng Redmond tour, Goulburn Was an

antl-cllmax. Mahon S only public aot1v1ty was to resuscltate,

~

et Sydney Mail; 24 March 1883.
28

Mahon, op,cit. Copy in papers 937/32 is a
‘complimentary presentatlonﬂto W. Redmond.

29

Freeman's Journal, 8 September 1883,
30 ' | |

Preemen's Journal, 3 May_1884.‘ No copies of
the Southern Free Press %eve survived.

I
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"at Lanlgan s request; 3 Cathollo therary Assoofatlon Whlch
had explred a few years earller 1n a welter of feuds. -
Mahon was elected itss pre31dent on 7 June 18853 and used
"the opportunlty to promote publlo debates on polltlcs, thus
'galnlng valuable tralnlng for his future career,

Whlle employed by the Natlonal League, Mahon had made
frlends W1th two Irlshmen, Victor J. Daley and Joln PFarrell, 32
both.well known in Sydney 11terary ‘and gournalletlc circles,
1 p'Dlssatlsfled W1th Goulburn and probably 1nfluenoed by hlS |
Jfrlends, he seoured a posrtlon on the Sydney Dalfy Telegrﬂp_

\

 ywhile looklng for’a oountry paper of his own. He left

Goulburn in March 1886,33 and soon after taklng up duty
with the Telegraph wa.s appOlnted head of the parllamentary

gtaff, a p051t10n in which he acquired a reputatlon for

54

backstairs influences. Ourlously, he ook no part in the

active Home Rule movement, but was 1nstrumenta1 1n‘seour1ng

official recognition for a railway union’” and in January

3

7 Southern Argus, 9 June 1885,

%2 Letters from Daley and Pazrell, 951/292 ent
304 inter alia.

5 Goulburn Bvening Pemny Post, 11 March 686,
See also unidentified cuttlngs 937 /74%=745.

5 Vide, . Archives Off:n.oezf NeSoWey 1888/3682 in
~1/2695 and 1888/9193 ih 1/2714 in which Mahon.acts
as a go-between for people seeklng to influence
a government department.

% Draft letter Mahon to MeCarthy 6.1919, 937/649
The statement cannothe verified owing to the
destruction of rallway archives but there seems

no regson to doubt 1t.

it -
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l888 was elected to the oommlttee of a Slngle Tax League v
together w1th F M. Bladen, Fred Flowers, W H. Tralll, JJF.
Arohlbald and other promlnent polltlolans and 1ntelleotuals.36_
| Meanwhlle he assrduously made the best of the financial
opportunltles offered through h1s polltloal contacts by
buylng 50@ shares in James Patrick: Garvan S Cltlzens Life -

L purchaszng Land at Nhnly and Parramatta

Assurance Company,
andrlnvestlng in some*rather dublous New South.Wales mlnes.38
Whlle v1s1t1ng Melbourne for the Iand League Mahon

had met Mary Alloe, daughter of the late Joseph I! Estrange,

solloltor at Rlohmond.. The oouple oorresponded and on 24

September 1888 Were marrled at Manly. 'Hls brioe, who was |

B only 19-and had led a sheltered life, vas given'away by hew

| widoWed mother. The tirst of their,four ohildren'was'born
on 13 December 1889 59 : l. S
~ lehon had already investigated and rejected plans for

his own newspaper in Goulburn and Cooma. Late in 1889 he

bought the Gosford Tlmes40

and whrle finalising arrangements

36 Bulletln, 2l January 1888,

1 Share reglster of ¢itizens Life Assurance Co., quoted
in McCorquodale to author, 15 September. 1967,

58 Mahon to wife, l6 September 1895, 937/16.

5 Information supplleg by Mehon's daughter, Mrs M.E.
Sharland, ‘who holds $he marriage eertlfloate. |

40 Gosford” Tlmes 75th Annlversary Album, Gosford, 1961. |




o 10

- found tempOrary work as secretary of a royal/commission on

'the 1ntruduct10n of contaglous diseases in. rabblts.41 He
42 |

Lo

took over the-new “paper in January-1890.
In early llfe, Mahon ‘had been deeply 1mpressed by the
phllOSOpth prlnelples of John Stuart Mill and hlS admira-
tion for SlT Henry Parkes relnforced hlS 1nte11eotua1 -
”acoeptanee of Free Trade pr1n01ples. In the general election
\0f 1891 he was invited by the mlnlsterlal party t0 nominate
 .as aweandldate for Wellombl. The seat was held by Richard
Stevenson; an oideretectienlst stalwart 'who had defeated
J.h. Gorrick, a free frader, at the'1885‘election.l Eleetions
were then spread over several weeks W1th the -poll held in |
different electorates on dlfferent days. When Jaeob Garrard,
a leadlng free trader, was‘defeated in Balmaln, he turned |
to Wollombi for a second chance. Slnee Garrard was an
experlenced polltlclan, Mahon agreed to w1thdraw and
announced his de01S1on on the mornlng of nomlnatlen day,
believing that Gorrlck would do likewlse. ,The latter,
however, refused to obllge unless hlS expenses were pald

and Garrard, seeing the futility of 2 split vote, contested -

Central Cumberland.43- Although Mahon still_belleved he

Hoyp (14, N.S.W.), 1890, (55 piBBity L

4Z"Arch.lves Office, 1 V S'W., 2564 "Col.Secs
Register 90/1210+ |

13 Freemen' S Journal, 27 June 1891. :

.h*..- .
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| couldhave'wonlbhe~seat; evenwith Gorrick nOminated,‘it :
[was now to0 late to change hlS mlnd and Stevenson recaptured |
'the seat.44 The party leaders absolved lzhon from any -
respon51b111ty for the debacle.45 As 5001 as the- electlon
wag concluded Mrs Mahon went £0 Melbourne for the birth of
a second’ son and soon afterwards Mahon sold the ﬁQEiQE@
, Tlmes and followed her.46_-
To an outs1der the move 50 Melbourne appears an irra-

‘blonal move for an otherw1se very ratlonal man. He was
© leaving an area ln Whlch he had a substantlal 1nvestment
.and polltlcal expectatlons to enter an area 1n.whlch he had
no 1nterests and, s1noe he was completely unknown, 10
| prospects: To make niatters worse, he was leav1ng a fairly
stable colony for a colony ln the grlp of the‘worst economic
:depreSsiOn in its history'-"a fact of-which he-must have been
- well aware. The only poss1ble explanatlon for the decls1on
18 that 1t was dictated in some way by the needs of his

f~

family. -

In Melbourne he llved with hls mother—ln-law47

took no part ;n public lifef ‘For himself it was probably -

M Freeman's Journal, 4 ﬂuly 1891. o
> Garruthers to lahon, 30 June 1891, 937/5.

4 Informatlon Supplled by Mrs Sharland.

H Ibld. | o i
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not 8 happy perlod but through hlS work as Melbourne et

G_manager for a Sydney teohnlcal paper, the Australlan Minlng
48

;'lStandard he at length secured an entree to- the mining

5worldjWh1thgave.h1m the’ ehance-for a: fresh start.

i ¥ Mahon's connectlon with- th Minlng Standard f

- is inferred from his laterfconneetloﬂ with
James McCallum Smith and from remarks ina
letter from Smith dated 24 March 1894, 937/1. -
The extraordlnary abeence of any documentation

~for this perlod in an OtheTWISG well documented o
llfe is- most elgnlfleantf - - -

o | i




. *CHAPTER 2

Journalism at Menzies. - /

-?'rhe firSt major'gold-discowerles in Western Australia -
were made 1n 1893 and by 1896 some thousands of new
01tlzens, mostly men, had arrlved in the colony. Many were
from Vlctorla where Western Australla had long been regarded
with amused contempt as a barbarous backwater and since
most of the mining camps were far from Western ‘Australia’ s
- few centres of clv1llsat10n, there was nothlng to modify
eastern attltudes. | | | |

Under the energetlc leadershlp of John Forrest ‘the
colonial government strove manfully W1th the manlfold
problems of prov1d1ng communlcatlons, supplles and water
for the new communltles, but it was not easy +0 move a
government machlna deslgned for a rural backwater 1nto a
gear sufflclently hlgh to. cope with the needs of a magor |

goldrush. There were inevitable delays and bungles, sometimes

unavordable and- sometlmes due to the hardened arterles of

g fimly entrenched colonial bureaucrats. Both the Rallway

Department and the Post Offlce almost collepsed and the
resulting delays were of course maddenlng when efflclent

i
communications might mean ‘the drfference between fortune and

penury.
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g Although the Forrest government strained every nerve
"to overcome these problems, 1ts attltude towards the mlnlng
'1ndustry was open to mlsconstruotlon and was 1nev1tably
mlsconstrued.‘ Forrest saw: qulte clearly that ‘the mines were
& goose_whlch could be trusted-to\go on-laylngngoldenreggs
forsome-time; he mas firmly.convlnced'that the'paetoral |
.and'aéricultural lntereste were.the.realbackhone of the .
State-andlsaw no reason why.they should Dbe thrown'overboard.
Many‘of his:politieal supportera who'mere rabid conservatives
and fervent local patriots; sought to make the pastoral and
agrlcultural 1nterests paramount. Forreetﬂ-—amuch bigger
man - was prepared 0 move W1th the tlmes but was not
prepared to0 ‘rush into.a bllnd pursult of numerlcal democracy.
In a bltter polltlcal struggle the mlnlng communltles fought -
for a 51mp11f1ed system of reglsterlng voters, whlle the
'government fought to preserve an obvloue gerrymander. Like
aﬁgood.general; Forrest'held the'fort until his position
was'untenable,thenwithdrew gracefullyr :Eofthe minere eager
for political rights, however; he seemed to be the bar to a
. glorlous future. | ” |
Although the main battle was fought over representatlon,
there was a llvely Secondary battle‘over economic 1ssues.

The new populatlon olearly presented a marvellous opportunlty

i "for the locel producers and the government had 1o hesrtatlon -
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) ‘._1n selzlng the Opportunlty. Imported foodstuffs and clothlng

| ',_were subaected t0 a heavy tarlff and even when gocds had

qpassed thls barrler, those bound for the goldfields were
'subJected to & further 1mpost through heavy transport costs.
o Llfe on the goldflelds was by no means comfortable and
because of the apparent partlallty of the government of the
'Swan.Rlver Settlement', as 1t was satlrlcally called,

hostlllty t0 the government became an artlcle of falth in

_gmlnlng towns. Thls hostlllty was aggravated by certain
pecullarltles of m1n1ng law. g

- In the eastern colonles both law and tradltlon decreed

that for a spe01f1ed tlme after the declaratlon of 2 new

goldfleld only elluvlal leases would be granted 1n order

i3' that the small prospectors mlght clean up the easlly won

.alluv1al gold without belng hampered by the property rlghts

of reeflng companles. In its anx1ety to secure maximum

capltal 1nvestment the Western Australlan government had

abandoned thls tradltlon and between 1893 and l900,there

: f was a contlnual series of bitter dlsputes over the rights

| of alluv1al miners. One of the solutlons trled was the

oreatlon of & dual tltle in leases, but thls only 1ncreased

frlctlon and the trouble culmlnated in the turbulent AdﬁllnEf

?' and Ivanhoe Venture Cases of 1898”99 Since most alluvial

I

mlners were 11kely to take casual employment from time to
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time with the reefingvcompanies, the Alluvial Rights Defence

movenent found strong'sdpport in the infant Trade Unions:
The two groups also ‘shared another common interest.

In order ) dlsoourage speculatlon, mlnlng law provided that

.a lease could only be held if-it Was oonnlnuously worked by

a: Speleled number of men for each acre of ground. should

the lease not be properly manned, the holder might be

challenged in the Warden's Oonrt and the lease forfeited %0
the'ohallenger. Inlits_enthusiasmnfor‘eapidal, the'COlonial
government was always prepared £ bend tne law t0 suit the |
convenience.of}reefingconpanies and exempﬁione from the
labourfclausee othne Aot-weregnanted freely, often in the
form of generalh'exemptione over & whole field, The alluvial
~ miners were aggrieved because exemption restricted their
right to challenge and perhaps w1n a valuable lease while
employed miners were aggrieved because exemptlon restrlcted
the amount of_employnent available to them and because the
granting of exemption during strikes deprived them of a

potent weapon.1

ln‘spite’of all these problems, however, the obvious

possibility of wealth attractedrestless spirits and Mehon

! The foregolng is a summary Of the argument in |
Mossenson. Gold and Politiés, M.A. thesis, (W.A.,
11952), The main lines have been modified somewhat
after discussion with Profeseor F.X, Crowley of
the University of New South Wales. .
. - ’fl‘_.; i
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g saW'Western Australla as & way out of hlS troubles. Wbile -

B worklng/on the Australlan Mlnlng Standard he made frlends |

B w1th James McCallum Smlth, a shrewd Soot, and when Smith was

_.i; Sent_to Coolgardle in January 1894 as spe01al correspondent
SO TemE SO | 182 €O _

B for the Standard,’ the two menaformed 3 brdfitable-partnership

Ef in Whlch Smlth prov1ded tbe 1nformat10n on.wh1oh Mahon bought

> Early 1n 1895 Smlth formed 8 company

4

%f shares'ln Melbourne.
%; 10 establlsh a newspaper in Coolgardle and 1nV1ted Mahon 50

i-become editor. The Mlnlng Standard was llquldated in July
% 5

§.and soon after was taken over by P, Crltohley Parker.
iE,Mahon tben left. for Western,dustralla.G;_.‘

‘“_ The office of Smith's paper was burneddown-soon'after |
%thbon's arrival7.and it was then‘deoided'that Mabon Should,

é; establish his own paper w1th Smith's ass1stanoe in the new
g;townshlp of Men21es, 100 mlles north of Coolgardle.' He
_3fordered ) prlntlng plant from Melbourne Wthh Was destroyed
;,oy a fire on The Mremantle wharves. Undeterred, heordered |

;"a second plant which was also destroyed by a fire_in the =

— e t—

B Australian Mining Standard /6 Jaruary . 1894i

? 5 McCallum Smith $0 Mahon, 24 March 1894, 937/1, and
88 18 Pebruary 1894, 937/2

:f4 The West Australian Goldflelds Gourier was Te glstered
B in V.. 26 April 1895. MeWSpaper Reglstratlon Book .

3 in Supreme Court of W.A.
5f5 During the first world war Parker publlshed virulent
@ onti-Irish and antl—cathollo propaganda pamphlets._}

6 Menzies Miner, 25 Septe%ber 1897, 937/766.

[ Advocate, 12 October l§?5

I
if
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B rallway goods ehed at the Southern Croes rallhead.. Desplte.-ﬂ
v B theee eetbaoke, he persevered and hlu thlrd plant flnally
eaohed Men21ee on Ghrlotmas Day 1895. Mahon admltted later:“ \

ff that he had been tempted to call hlS aper. The Phoenlx but

. settled for a more orthodox tltle and the Menz1ee Miner
\

r%;;;appeared a5 & emall fooleoap—elzed elght page weekly on. 28

f}# Deoember.: An old colleague wrote faoetlously in the w1ldoat‘.

*-Eﬁ column of the Bulletln that h1e copy of the flret 1esue had .

-é peen lost among poetage stampe and traln tlckete8 but by

i.the end of the year, i% had grown into. 20 to 24 deny pages o
“63 w1th two pages of 1lluetratlone. Beneath the tltle, 1t borelp |
'u'the proud levend,.fThe ploneer newspaper of the North :

= E{Goolgardle Goldfleld' . | | |

l The flret rueh to Menzree oeeurred late in - 1894 and when R
%jwahon arrlved there was already some eemblanoe of. olv1llsatlon.
o §5Wheu the pre ex1et1ng progrese oommlttee became a munlolpal .

t g council late in 18959 Mahon was the thlrd councrllor elected.lO
w?iphe mayor, Henry Gregory, was very popular and for some tlme he
5§~aud NMahon were good frlends. Early in 1896 when a rumour epread'
u‘;tthat W.E. Clare of the Cool%ardle Mlner planned a seoomd paper

- ffln Meu21eS, Gregory, an enthuelastlo looal patrlot de01ded

0 Menzies Miner, 25 September 1897, 937/766 0P olt.

| 539 fest Auetrallan Govermment Gazette, 30 Puguet 1895, p.l4ll.:

Menzies Mlner, 25 January 1896 .
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to forestall Clare by organlslng his own newspaper company11

and the North Coolgardle Herald, another weekly edlted by

. Julian Tenlson Woods, appeared early in Mareh,1?
| wmahon saw thefneweventure as a deliberate attempt %o
ruin him and altnough Gregory had taken no shares in the
iﬂgralg, he regarded_tne mapor'heneeforth'asa malicione
nenemy;13f - a |
| - In June 1896 whenja_group:of employed miners and .

prospectors formed a miner's wnion in the town, Mahon took

a promrnent part in the movement and was 1ater granted
honorary life membershlp.14 In the next few years he attended
meetlngs’regularly and his membershlp of this body, the only
1abor;organlsationlwith which he was'intimatelylaSSooiaded,
previded the formal justifieation for his later memberehip |

1 of the Australisn Tabor Party. |

B Hitherto; in'spitelof his generally democratic position,
% ~ Nahon had had_litple or'nothing $0-do’ with uniomism. He . had -
never joinedaa printing union, ted taken 10 part in attempte

;3; 0 organlse Journallsts 1n beth Sydney and Melbourne in the

§ 18505 and 1890s and had not dlsplayed more than & very

. - I / ;
1 North Coolgardle Herald, 29 April 1897.

, Artlcles of Assoelatlon filed 29 May 1896,
_ West Australian. Companies Office, 253/96

= 0 Nortn Coolgardie Herald, 29 April 1897, op.cit,
g 14

In later years Mahon made this claim frequently |

and was never challenged. No documentary evidence

" has been found to support it because the records of
the Union have not survived and the run of the local
papers in the W.A. State lerary is too broken to be |
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-perfunctory 1nterest in the v1olent act1v1by going on in

L

| Labor clrcles 1n New South Wales. Slnce he was offen accused
| lamer of unscrupulous usé- of the Labor Party, an examination
.of the reasons for his adherence to unlonlsm in Western
:'Australla seems gustlfled.‘ The flrst p01nt worth notlng 1s
his membershlp in Sydney of the Slngle Tax League. He
.mrobably 301ned the league because of John Farrell's 1nfluence
 and prcbably did n0t stay with 1t very long, but s1nce by
fhls tlme the Slngle Tax movement and the Labor movement
'were rlvals for the democratlc crown h1s attltude towards
cunlonlsm was probably coloured by hig membershlp.15 Although
'Zmahon does not. appear to have had much conmact wrth Gardlnal

| Moran before 1901, it is clear that he was deeply 1nfluenced

by Moran s attltude t0 the Labor movement16 and would there- N

) ,_fore‘have been antagonised by the prevalence of socialist.

theories.in'the Easfernmovemﬁnt.' In Western Australia,
howeuer,_although‘all miners' unions Wwére radical and

| democratic,"theirwradicalismjwas devotedito strictly practical
“local issues-and'doctrinair£/socialists were'rarel- Labor on -
the goldfields suited Mahonqs pragmamlc.temper;‘he alreadyf‘
:  saw fhe need forwpolitmcahﬂsupport; the unionists valued

his literary ability &nd,iﬁ Menzies the unionmasled by

. :1 y

15 Ford, Gardinal Moran and the A L. P.;(MeleUfney 1966)
Dok

6 Mahon t0 Father Fltzgerald, 26 October 1909, 937/76




ffellow Irlshmen.17 ‘He“was, therefore, happy to become 8
| supporter of Unlonlsm. t-. o

Slnce mcst(of the mlnlng cap1ta1 came from an affluent
London on the other s1de of the world ths Western Australlan
goldflelds were pecullarly vulnerable to W1ldcat speculatlon
and the collapse of a number of schemes threatened to ruin
tthe reputatlon of the,fleld. When Gregory began to float
| two companles called the Menz1es Compass and the Men21es |
Tornado, Mahon s hatred for the mayor overrode his usual
sound Judgment and on 4 July 1896 he asserted in a long-
artlcle'that'the Compass flotatlcn was a w1ldcat.183_In a:
flnan01al analys1s publlshed on the llth, he alleged that
‘too much of the capltal was belng pocketed by the d1rectors.19h 
This was, of- course, dangerous ground, but he had already
voluntarlly put h1s head 1nto the noose on 6 July by sendlng
telegrams e the Kalgoorlle and Ooolgardle stock exohanges
announclng that the Oompass property had been pronounced

an absolute fraud by an 1nSpect10n commlttee of worklng |

m:Lners.20 _Soon after despatohlng the telegram, Mahon

17 Burke, the pres1dent of the assoclatlon, was an
- 014 Land League acqualntancel Men21es aner,-
17 Aprll 1897,

8 Menz1os Miner, e July 1896
9 Ibld., 11 July 1896._ ‘f
20 Coqlgardle Mlner, 24 October 1896
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reoexved wrlts for 11bel from Gregory and h1s oo-dlreotors

g*i amountlng to £30 000, In the meantlme the Coolgardle Mlner

had;oommented on the oase and, probably as: a set off

agalnst poss1ble losses, Mahon himself 1nst1tuted a orossj

5 1'actlon agalnst the Mlner for £5,000, 21 Gregory was still

popular 1n Men21es, the Compass had. been widely supported
‘andfMahon S 1nexplloable aotlon was roundly oondemned at
llarge publlo meetlngs on 10, 11 and 16 July. HlS only
support oame from a fellow Journallst A, G Hales Who was
-1nterested in suppress1ng w1ldoat compe,:nles.25 )

" The case wesrheard in the Supreme\Court'in Perth on
22 October before Hensman J. Mahon oonduoted-his oWnoese,
pleaded jostifioepion and eppiied for two months adjournsert;
The Aptorhey-General, appearing.for the plaintiff, objected
onlphe ground that if the.libelhad been justified originally,
MshOn's oomﬁittee ofpraotioalminers shoold_deoide the
B issue_Withoup any necessity to rake up.other.evidenoe; The
judge'upheld.the objection. | |

| Inhisopening speeoh,.the.Attorhey-General declared
8 thot Yahon's action was due entirely to his hostility fo

-
oo

LS

°f Ibide, 10 October 1896,

2 Coolgardie Pioneer, 15, 22 July 1896.
Coolgardie Miner, /14 July 1896.

2 Menzies Miner, ll!July 1896..
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the North'Coolgérdie Herald._ Gregory‘gave evidence of a

conversatlon 1n whlch, after he had accused Mahon of trying

B to injure him, Mahon had promised to qualify his accusations.

9 Soutar,_an assayer, t01d how Mahon had borrowed a dolly to

}i‘. test stonefyom the Oompass lease and accused him of misinter-
\préting'thé reéults.. Jones, a miner,'gave technical support
for the Compassjlease'and.the hearing finished When Hales:
'statedfthat although he had been quite prepared to support

3;. Mahon, he was'nowconvinced that the charge was groundless.

' Next day Truran, a mine manager, concluded the

8 0leintiff's case with & techmical descripbion of the property

f" and it was then decided o adjourn for a month., At fthis
' point MahOn announced that bﬁth-parties,wére prepared o
acceptla verdict of £10 and costs aginst him, 'Hé'Withdrew
hiS'charges which had been made, he said, when excited,
promised to repalr any damage and admltted that he knew

nothing agalnst the character of the pl&lnilffS.l All suits -
24 -

were then Wlthdrawn.
" As o result of.hisff%iSh'experienae Mahon was:always

abnormally quick £0 Seé'malice where none existed and his

usually sound judgmenf was easily upset by rage. The Compass

.
- libel case was the first of ‘two gross errors of judgment

°} \orning Herald, 23, 24 Octover 1896
Coolgardie Miner, 24 October 1896,
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- resulting_frbm fhﬁsfﬁféit Whigh Séfioﬁsly démaged hié _
reputétibﬁ.;fmhé5bommittéé 0f miﬁer§'Was obviously a'jéurna-
'f' -liStic,ficti§ﬂ“qfééted 0 give'some‘éuthority to faulty
cmdﬁﬁmhw@nﬂMswnmmWMimém@ﬁw.Tm-

1 most that can be sald for hlm is that he probably believed
there were some grounds for doubt and wa.s 1nduced by i1l
.health and bu81ness worrles to magnlfy those grounds. In
*i'=sett11ng the case, however, he made sure that the verdlct
wa.s purely nomlnal 25 “and soon afterwards hé left for

.Melbourne to visit his fam11y.26

v In August 1896, Mehon started the Miner 8 Dally News27

i

and, after his refurn from the east,.succeeded in floating

i; “the MenZies-Pioneer NéwspaperCompanyQB W1th ) capltal of ,
?'* £3, 600 held equally by hlmself and three frlends.
The redlstrlbuthn of 1896 created a newelectofate.
of Norﬁh Coolgardie baSed on Menzies, and the ensuing
H general eleotlon in 1897 nec9351tated selectlon of candldates. ,

On 31 December Mahon accepted the 1nv1tat10n of 8 deputatlon |

f;'.25 Morehead & Northmore, § olloltors,to Mahon,
21 December 1896, 937/6.

6 Nenzies Mlner, 30 October 1896.

%7 oid., 1 ley 1897, 937/775. The run in the
: State Library of W.A. 'starts at No.65 of 3L October.

28-Memorandum of Association, l9wDecember 1896,
W.A. Companies Office, 657/96.
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and announced his-: candldature. He had no 1llu51ons about\
'lthe problem fa01ng hlm. The nece331ty to earn the franchlse“
by 12 months re51dence debarred many 1t1nerant prospectors
'Who were potentlal supporters,from votlng. 0f the 400 or
30

500 31gnator1es t0 the requlsltlon, probably less than
half were voters, but he declded nevertheless to make the
attempt. |

Gregery was also 1nv1ted to stand by a denutatlon of
bu31nessmen but, hav1ng\prevrously promlsed to support James‘
‘Shaw, who had -been very. popular as the flrst mayor of
Coolgardle,_he at first refusedc After hav1ng falled to
B locenelﬁnaw*whe Was visiting New Zealand,.he‘deeldedjnhat
rather then risk giving Nshon'z win by default he would
st o

EfLete in January William Kerr, a popular prospector

. from the north of the electorates clained nomination as '

oA

-Labor candldate. He suggested to Mahon that both should
submlt to a selectlon ballot,3 but Mahon refused because
Kerr was not nomlnated by any union, had 1o support from
any interests w1th1n the electorate and had only lately

| /M

[if.

| 9Men21es Miner, 1 January 1897,
V1hid., 6 March 1897. -
31North Goolgardie Herald, 5 January 1897,
321b1d., 6 March 1897, " *




26
olalmed Labor endorsement 33 Kerr nevertheless de01ded

;to oall hlmself a Labor oendldate. v

| .Mahon-now worked hard to consolidate nis public image.”
. He ﬁooke‘leeding part in'protestmeetings against’an influx
of Afghenekto the town and ingeniously suggested that tne
nnmber of Afghans,admitted e Australia should be in propor-
tion‘tolthe.number of Ausfralians ednitted-fonfghenistan.34
He led-deputafions on tneeubjeot to the warden of the gold-
?"  f1eld35 and even oarrled the campalgn 1nto the municipal
_counoll 3 | He was also aotlve in campaigns agalnst the
. ;grantlng of general exemptlons to leaseholders37 1n favour
.of public works for the relief of unemployment3 and the
;r ’prov181on of publlo batter1es,39 while late in Februafy he
;; ohalred a: meetlng of the new Early 01051ng Aesoolatlon.40
d , \

Public life,'eanvassing,yotes and his normal business

activities were to0o much for his weak constitution and

E] 133 T'Other51der (Coolgardle) 24 Aprll 1897,
;N }34 Menzies Miner, 6 February 1897, 937/758-

8 0 Tvid., 13 Pebruary 1897

. o Menzies Miner, ‘6 February 1897, 0p. cit.

o North Coolgardle Herald, 8 January 1897;
- Miner's Daily News,28 January 1897,

i ’8 Menzies Miner, 20 February/1897, 937,783,
8 50 11i4., 937/772.
0 Ibld., 2 Pebruery 1897,
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f": early 1n Merch h1s doctor adv1sed a rest. He was in Perth
from 18 to 26 Nwrch but far from restlng, was busy 1nter—
v1ew1ng the Premler about various mlnlng problems and the
UnderTSecretary to the—Postmaster Generalfs_Department
about tbehmail services in the electorate.t!

1"d Because of the‘intense'personal rivalry-of the candi-

‘dates and their supportlng newspapers, the oampalgn soon

developed 1nto a smearlng contest. When the Menzies Miner

acoused Gregory of bad-falth in having abandoned Shaw,the

North Coolgardle Herald denled the . accusatlon hotly 42- The

Mlner then publrdhed a long and very llterate letter S1gned
Je Green whloh labelled Gregory as 'thls patron of Aslatlos'
rand the Herald as 'thls dlrty Afghan, cum Japanese cum

oapltallstlc prlnt' 43 The Herald responded by - 1nferr1ng

that Green was 2 Nahon 'nom de plume', and although the Ll
Mlner v1rtuously offered to produce Green, the style of the l“'
%41 letter was oertalnly suspicious. The Herald then accused
E:.‘E‘:""I\/I'ahon of having divulged confidential documents of the
Municipal Connoil andMahon lﬁ'return'alleged that his name
'E:- had been purposelj onitted from all Herald reports.44

1 The day after his return from Perth Mahon attempted

y ax
@8 to launch his campalgn at Nlagara, but bad weather and a.

B Y nia., 27 derch 1897,
IR North Coolgardie Herald, 2 Pebruary 1897,
Menzies Miner, 6 February 1897.

;H_ o
i;i 44 Ibide, % April 1897.




o8

compétihé*raéé‘meeting peréuaded him todeliver'his‘pOIicy
speech at Goongarrle on 3 Apr11.45 The. blggest issue in
goldflelds polltlcs was the alleged hostility of the
colon1a1 government 0 goldflelds 1nterests and most of the
speech Was devoted toﬁthls subject. Gharactgrlstlcally,
he:dig_not'follow the'popular line blindly. He saw little
différénce between the parties in the Legislative Assembly
but;p}eferred Forrest gs a méng to‘Leéke-the,léader'of.the
Opposition, and was prepared to make_allbwances for the
real difficulties which the government faced on the gold-
fields. When he considered Forrest'sfpolioy'to':besound
he would happily support him, but intended if.elected $0
sit with the Opposition’in order'fo preSérve hiS’fréédom
of,ébtion.' | | | |
‘He'claimed 10 have been labelléd in a‘vicious Whiépeyf
:F ing}campaign as an unstable firebrand, He denied it but - -
i' ‘insisted that aggression always attracted more attention
than a policy ofhpeaée at any price., .His_profession, he
said, had given him a wide knowledge of publib affairs and
?5_ as an.old parliamentary repdrteéq he was already well
- scquainted with the forms of the Hose and their tactical

uses, -
B

S

W O 10i4., 10 April 1897, 957/765.
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.1. HlS polltlcal programme oovered most of the magor

_goldflelds grlevances. He sought amendment of the mining

laws to -curh the unnecessary grantlng of labour exemptlons
and 10 restrlct the scopeibr W1ldcat promoters. He referred

to. the lobbylng by m1n1ng investors for fee simple tltles

3{_ 1nstead of the shaky leasehold tenures available to them

v

and’declared'fhat such moves should be resolutely'opp0sed.

,Aurlferous lands were, he argued, a natlonal herltage,‘

rlghts in Whlch must never e rellngulshed. After special
reference 10 the 1n1qu1tous necess1ty $0 reglster mlnlng
transactlons in Perth, he proceeded to discuss reform of

the. Electoral Act, removal of duties on necessrtles and

reform of the ClVll Serv1ce.‘ Most of all he advocated enhanced

status, salary and 1ndependence for the goldfields wardens
who should, he sald, rank with Judges. He concluded by;
urglng the total excluslcn of A31atlcs from the colony.
Although this mlght be legally dlfflcult the problems could
be avoided if all As1atlcs were ccmpelled by regulatlon to

undergc an extended period of quarantlne.whlch would event-

%f'_ually discourage them. Although 1ittle in the speecn;was

original; it was carefully tailored to sult his audlence
and was well received. aE
When Mahon returned from a visit to the fringes of the

electorate on 30 April, he was informed by a deputation from
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?«the Mlners' A55001at10n that Kerr had publlcly/accused h1m
fﬁblof hav1ng employed comp051tors below the salary rate rullng |

in the dlstrlct 4 Kerr's allegatlons were baged on a long

artlcle in the North Coolgardle Herald of 27 April containing

f;',an-affldavatby Mbrgan qf the Typographlcal'8001ety that
;;‘ Mahod;hadengaged him in Sydney at £4 instaad'of £4.10;O,
Eﬁ; had.forced himfand’other émployees to walk from Coolgardie to
| iMenz1es and had’ only reduoed hours to oonform w1th the North

Ooolgardle Herald.47 Suoh charges were partlcularly

1

dangerous in a goldflelds town and Mahon devoted-a whole

;, bagé of the Miner to his reply. He claimedlto have established
| the £4410.0 rate hlmself and added that he had v1rtua11y

ig. permltted his men t0 set thelr own worklng hours in the hot
éll weather, thereby damaging his bu31ness. Durlng thedlllness

;;; oinna man, he added; he had paid full Wagesdand'employed 2

g; témpdfary'ﬁand a5 well, The argdmenﬁuwasclinchedbﬁ

% affidavits from some of his‘staffthat-representativesfdf_

:?“ ﬁhe‘ggggld-hadsought-to secure information by'briﬁery;48
%ﬁ_Tha Herald oOdntefed on 1 May with a very convincingaiettef
;ﬁ from a printer asaafting that Mahon had discharged him for

1 . .
9 ’ ! !

' & daring to ask for oventime,

g; " onzies Miner, 1 May 1897, 937/775.

B “T North Goolgardie Herald, 27 April 1897.
5 8 Yiengies Miner, 1 lay 1897, op.cit.
B North Coolgardie Herald, 1 May 1897,
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- Bl his political ambitions.
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k tlons of‘sweatrng against him.

s

These charges oertalnly damaged Mahon's reputatlon

51 and were frequently repeated in later years. Although it
@’: is 1mposs1b1e to decrde how true they were,the olrcumstantlal

N detall in the Herald's story is supported by later stories

of Mahon s meanness. |

Meanwhlle,Kerr was still seeking Labor endorsement.

= Mahon s supporters publloly derided his olalmBO and on 24
- Aprll the Mlners Assoclatlon, now absorbed by the Amalgemated
- Workers Assoolatlon, decided formally to endorse Mahon because

f. of - h1s con81stent support for Labor and regeoted the allega-

5 When‘Kerrplnduoed.the |

Goolgardie branch of the Anelgamated Workers Association to

/

B rotest against the eXtreme measures“taken to exclude him,

I?' the Men21es branch replled that they were not prepared to

ir‘endorse Kerr because he was not a member of any local organlsa-
§ tion, because he would eertalnly lose a seleetlon ballot,

?t andibecausethe.nomination of & straight'outLabor candidate

?f Would.be fatal;52 The decision was not unlversally pOpular

;p.and the Goongarrle branch complalned that Mahon and & small

o clique in Menzies were manlpulatlng the electorate to suit

53

Menzies Miner, 13 March 1897, 937/769.,
Ibld., 1 May 1897, op. 01t.':F

Miner's Daily News, 19 April 1897, |

: ?5153 North Coolgardle Herald, 3 Mzy 1897,
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A few days before the poll, Mahon announced “that he was

f_ unable to prov1de conveyance to the booths because the

0pp051t10n had already cornered all the vehloles in town.

fﬁThe Herald promptly publlshed a statement from a publican

that he had plenty of buggles avallable but that Mahon would

| not pay.54 In a free spendlng goldflelds town this no doubt

i ff-fhelped to seal hlS fate, and when the result was announced

| on 5 lay, Gregory had won by 60 votes.

At the declaratlon of the poll, Mahon spoke of the

!

'Comblnatlon of 1nf1uences arrayed, not W1th the obgect of
. gettlng Gregory in bub of keeplng Mahon out's The North

Qf_Coolgardle Herald saw other reasons for his defeat. There

| was no dlfference between_the programmes_prOposed by-Mahon
?fand Gregory the issues were entirely'perSOnal;"Mahon had

-:f'not heen prepared 0 go all the way with Labor on payment

<

S of members and womens suffrage and many Labor men. had thrown |

. over the organlsatlon rather than thelr pr1n01ples. Indls—

cretlons-andabungllng by off§01als of the unlonlhad settled .
55 n o o
* lizhon' 8 subseqnent career in Menzres can best be

desoribed‘as ) protracted'Antlcllmax. His publlc activities

| °* mia., 4y 1897 1

- M % mia., 8 ey 1897,
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were practically restricted to meetings of the Miners'

8 Association and Cetholic Churoh functions. In November .

::‘_eleoted 1ts first chalrman on 21 September 1898,

1897 When hlS two year term as munlolpal councillor expired,
he sought electlon as mayor but wa.s de0151vely beaten.56
He had however, negotlated the establlshment of Road

Board to govern the dlstrlot outside the town57 and was

8 itn

”'l:tlme on his hands.he organised a Democratic Social Club on
the lines .of the 014 Goulburn Catholic Literary Aséociation
and served first as its president‘andlater as patron-.?9
ToWerdethe end of’1897'he left Wesiernenuebralia on another
*"A'vieit t0 his femily in Melbourne.?® '

llahon had never accepted the rival paper-gladly but

8 in the boom of 1896 a modus vivendi had been possible. A

general depression in 1897, however, led to a struggle for
survival, Since early 1896, Mahon had been seeking the

‘backing of two big financiers,lEugeniOVanzetti and Sir-

61

' Charles Wentworth Dilke,’ end in 1897 the company was

% y Menzies Miner, 20 November 1897.

0 ’T Thid., undated cutting, 937/757.

B ° 1id., 24 September 1898,

}}T 7 Tbid., 22 January 1898, 28 Moy 1898.
. o0 Western Argus, 16 February 1898._'

f?? 61 Sir ¢. W Dllke to Mahon, 22 Auguét 1896,
- 937 / 3. ‘ e ' -:"'.'-g."‘{i f.;w- 8 S
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N reconstructed. liahon 10 longer held any shares in his own

name, but 1200 shares were allocated $0 hlS wife and

chlldren. McCallum Smlth, Who had hitherto been & sleeping

ﬂ-' partner, and H. L. Conran, an Adelalde broker, each held 800
?i lshares, Slr Charles Dilke held 600, and the remalnder were
f;, held by his three 0ld partners.62' In November 1897 the

?ﬁt forth Goolgardle Herald was also reconstructed affer

63

By the beginning of 1898 ithwasolear_thathenzies

= 1ad passed its peak. The railway from Coolgardie didisome-

%ﬁ; thing to stimulate business but competition'from Kalgoorlie,

N

?iiooolgardie'and Perth made it virtually impossible to maintain
ifj four newspapers af Men21es. 'While in'the'eaSt Mahon
'i;{-contenplated 8 move to the new town of Leonora o4 but when

%ﬁ; that scheme fell through, he was near bankruptcy.65 The

;;; Herald was also in difficulties and a petition to wind it up
?;3 was presented to the Supreme OOurt on-2luApril.66,_In;an.

%f; effort to hasten the demise of his rital, Mahon;reduced the |
??;;prioe of the ﬂ;ner late inMay, butearly'in_June~the

B oivectors of the Herald sought 5 solution of their difficulfies

Mahon to Registrar, 8 November 1897, in W, A.
Companies Office, 657/96 o

Y %3 w.4. Companies Office,, 253/96

64 Western Argus, 10 February 1898, op.clt.-

B 5 ygp (T.A., W.A.), 1898, voL.2, A2L, D.65.
1 s % w4 W. A, Government Gazette 29 Aprll 1898, P 1138a.
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by buylng out the Minew. The. affer was accepted and the
two papers were formally amalgamated on 13 August 1808,
On 16 March Conran had seoured the winding up of
Mccallum Smith's W. A Goldflelds Courier Company. Smlth -
unsuccessfully trled to buy the assets in hlS own name but,
oy after dlsputes W1th the OfflOlal 11qu1dator, 6T decided to

establlsh a new wepkly paper in Kalgoorlle. When Mahon

accepted the edltorlal ohalr s00n afterwards the famous or,

;%f‘as some thought, 1nfamous Kalgoorlle Sun was borm.

A R
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CHAPTER-5

h:t ihe KalgoorliedSun ./
S 4
gAlthough the‘§un‘oommenoed:publdcatdon late in 1898
lishon d1d not become. editor until April 1899, He was
fappolnted to the Oommlsslon of Peaoe1 s00n afterwards and
was ass1duous about hlS maglsterlal dutles. A stable future
was. 1ndlcated and early in 1900 he brought his wife and the
,'two eldest boys to Kalgoorlle, leaving the two younger
Qohlldren w1th thelr grandmother 1n Melbourne.2 The faot
‘ that he now had a home for the flrst t1me 1n flve years no
_deubt helped him - through the next. two trylng years.
Although by 1899 Kalgoorlle wa.s no longer a pr1m1t1ve
mlnlng camp but a sophlstloated and falrly 01v111sed
‘oommunlty of some 10,000 1nhab1tants, many of the attltudes
and values of the mlnlng oamp surv1ved. Democraoy_was
paramount and‘susplclon of the colonlal-government was :
endemlo. Many of the SlnS of more. settled oommunltles were

regarded with tolerant amusement, whlle some of thelr virtues -

| were oons1dered s1ns. Trade Unions were the most powerful

The appo1ntment was never formally gazetted and
since the: orlglnal file has disappeared, the
precise date is uncertains The Correspondence

 Register of the Colonial Secretary's Office in

~the State Archives is amnotated with an authorlty
for gazettal on 15 May.‘ |

V&P (LA, WA ) 1900, /vol 2, AlO, p 161, and
,-1nformat10n from Mrs Sharlond. |




‘“:local and colenlal scene in pungent paragraphs and long

|

pressuregroups in lecal polltlcs and thelr 1nfluence a
:permeated all publlc movements. _.'

The Sun had been carefully tailored to sult the taste
of such- a communlty. More than half its spaee-was devoted
0 sportlng.newsland the llterary‘pages owed mucn to John

'Norton S Sydney Truth, so much S0 that Mahon Was later
| .Tdescrlbed as 'the John Norton of Western Australla' > The

p'paper earrled llttle cable news but roamed W1dely over the

‘fSensatlonal spe01al artloles Wthh allegedly exposed gress'
polltlcal and s001al abuses. The sun . attempted llttle
elegant wrltlng, 1ts obaeot was to shock and 1t dld thls very
» wells In Amerlcan parlance it would have been called 8
.‘~'muekraker.'The staff in Mahon's time included AuG. (Smller)
l)Halesg a radical journallst‘who,laaergpurned nar,COrrespone |
| -gdent and novellst, E.G. (DrybloWer)'Murphy,;famous locally'
. for his t0plcal doggerel, Thomas Walker with & curlous
‘.reputatlon on three conilnents as splrltuallst, freethlnker
fand polltle;an, ana ArthurTReld, a rare comblnatlon-of |
| jeurnaliSt and businessman. | |
The Sun was an 1deal vehicle for lishon's pugnacity.

His jaundiced;eye was always quick £0 deteet_unwerthy
_'motives'inpolipieal Enemiesandhis masterp of bitter and

/.

Pulletin, 4 ¥y 1901,
| . . Y/

tt
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i'”eatlrlcal prose rapldly made the new venture notorlous. Betweeni;
:1899 and 1901 the Sun succeeefully fought five llbel actlone,
_fbur crlmlnal and one 01v1l Its leadlng role in expoelng a.
.Mmagor fraud also made bltter and powerful enemlee._ Mahon as
'5‘ed1tor wae the prlnclpal defendant in moet of the llbel actlons
puand Wlth hlS own memorlee of legal euudlee in the 18805,4.
Ivcoupled w1th the adv1ce of Dr Lyhane, a brllllant Irleh
1pbarrlster practlelng 1n Kalgoorlle, ueually conducted hlS own
;defence. Reallelng that the pcllcy of the Sun 1nv1ted trouble,.
'he and McOallum Smlth were alwaye at palne £0 conceal the 1nner
Hworklngs of the paper and hlS defence ueually re11ed on the
_-1nab111ty of hlS opponente tc prove that he had been edltor
when the llbel was commltted.‘_' ' .\ -_ ‘

On 30 July 1899 a paragraph in the column 'They Say'
_accueed an anonymoue Goclgardle man who wWas a 7. P., 8,

parllamentary candldate,‘an ex-mayor,andpa.buelneee associate

of Perth politiciane, of ill-treatingan-Aboriginal boyl5-_

The cloak of anonymlty wals of couree,full of holes and
Ieldore Jullus Enight Cohn, an 0ld Goolgardle 1dent1ty, |
procured the Attorney-General's flat for a crlmlnal llbe]
prosecutlon. The case nas heard on 9 September 1n the
Kalgoorlle Pollce Gourt W1th McCallum Smlth as defendant on |

behalf of the Sun. Defendlng couneel pleaded that the flat

1o

" HlS uncle, Rev. Hugh Mahon, enqulred abcut the

progress of his legal studlee in a letter of
26 November 1885, 937/283 S |

> Sun, %0 July 1899.
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was bad because both the date and plaoe of the/alleged llbel
were wrongly stated and the maglstrate, aoceotlng the plea, -

dlsmlssed the oase.6;:

o ngThey 8ay,y crowed ‘the Sun on 17 September,
- that a certain Coolgardie J.P. has: lately
, {,aoqulred a mania for litigatlon. That he
.. . lost -every semblance of dignity in'a o
- hasty retreat from a certain shop in Bayley
-~ .. 8% .last Tuesday.: That the sight of a number
- .seven boot hovering near his cemtre of - 7
-__graV1ty was the reason for h1s hasty exit.

In 1900 the Sun began 3 oampalgn agalnst alleged oorrup-“

" .tlon 1n the looal llcen01ng benoh and on 22 July 1t featured

a partloular case. under headllnes readlng 'a rakes reglstered
refuge.. lecherous lawglvers and langulshlng lotharlos.'

t

the’ flnanoler and the fanoy man‘ The banoh, 1t sald, had

- no rlghn to grant a lloence to Mrs Sallnger of the Cafe :
Anglals beoause she wa.s llv1ng apart from her husband, was
flnanced by her lover, Mhnlolpal Counolllor Owen Gaze, and
was therefore an 1mmoral person.8 Both Gaze and Mrs Sallnger
1mmed1ately took the obv1ous course and seoured the flat of

"the Attorney-General authorlslng proseeutlon of Mahon and

Reld for orlmlnal llbel. In the polloe court hearlng of

© - the case agalnst Mahon on 2 August ‘the proseoutlon oalled

N

| Reld and hlS w1fe, who heldwshares in the oompany, to prove

6 Western Argus, 14 Septemher 1899
T Sun, 17 September 1899. /
5 Tpid., 22 July 1900s
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Mahonts?status:aseditor;\.Both_Successfullylrefused to |
testify70n the‘ground‘that thej might'incriminate themselves.,
Two members of the Sun s prlntlng staff then blandly declared
that s1noe they took the1r orders from the foreman, they
never saw the editor. Although the mortlfled prosecuting ]
counsel then applled unsuccessfully to have all w1tnesses
-declared hostlle, the  cagse agalnst Mahon was dlsmlssed and
the concurrent charge agalnst Reld W1thdrawn. _'

Mahon, in h1s address, complalned bltterly that the
prosecutlon had tried unfalrly to suborn his own staff to
save the trouble of 2 proper'lnvestlgatlon.9 He Was, however, ;i
extremely 1ucky in hav1ng on the bench 3 Justlce of the Peace
- who was elthergpartlal or 1ncompetentu In Brrtlsh law 10
witness can refuse to‘testify‘on the ground statedand.the
absurd contention that the’ printers didnot'know'the status
of,aileading member of the firm-working only few doors away
wasquitesufficient tQ justify their ﬁ?eatmentlas“hostile
Wltnesses... | '_l _-‘(' ) '_ | '_"4 - ’:>
‘ Srnce the pollce cour?d proceedlngs had clearly been.
something. of a“farce, the plalntlffs were granted a, second

fiat on 31 August, the excuse for which was the dlscovery

of new evldence.10 Mahon made ) second appearance in the

) Sun, % August 1900, 937/739:

/

"0 y.4.p.0., XVII (I.5.), 7.822,




| .
) policéfcouff'on 13 September11 before J M. Flnnerty as
‘Res1dent Maglstrate and I J Ko Cchn as a J.p. Mahon pleaded

'”autref01s acqult but was overruled. He-then obaected?to

“the bench, quotlng Flnnerty s publlcly expressed doubts

about s1tt1ng on a case Whlch he mlght have £0 hear again in
Quarter Se881ons, and emphas1sed Cohn' S role in the earllen |
'llbel sult., Flnnerty merely noted the obJectlon._~When a

‘further attempt to plead autref01s acqult was once agaln

overruled by an 1rr1tated maglstrate, he sought an adgcurn—
.fment because, he sald, the decls1cn had taken him unawares,
and when thls was refused asserted loudly that Cohn should
| W1thdraw because he was requlred as a w1tness. When thls
toc Was refused he angrlly stlgmatlsed the prcceedlngs as
g ghastly Farce' Mehon was nct the man to lose hlS head
in thls way and one suspects that he was purposely annoylng |
'Flnnerty so that the maglstrate S well known sense of honour ‘
would 1nduce h1m t0 favour the defendant rather than rlsk
a blassed verdlct. | ; o N

| The prosecutlon then called a number of rallway
offlclals to prove that Mahon had, as’ edltoruof the Sun,
S1gned appllcatlons for the issue of Journallsts' passes.

They were followed by Wed. Cctter, a fellow Je P., who tcld

y
- of a street conversatlon in which Mahon mentlcned a news
o

11LWesf;Australian, 14439P%Lmber 1900.




S
'. 1tem about Gaze whlch he had found it dlffl“ult to supprese. o
:i]At thls p01nt Mahon was reprlmanded by Flnnerty for a __f-x
Vsarcastlc remark. | _.' |
In h1s defence Mahon clalmed that no attempt had been |
| made to prove the alleged 51gnatures. Even if they were.
'genulne, he=added, they d1d not prove that‘he'hadbeenl.
'_-edltor when the llbel was commltted. OOtter's eVidence'was
| more substantlal but, had he’ been edltor, he would surely
'Alhave found no dlfflculty 1n suppre351ng the story, whlle
-_the fact that he had spoken of suppre551on euggested that
he had no malloe agalnst Gaze.' He then sought an adaourn-
“ment to call Arthur. Reid who had gone 10 Perth, but after
pﬁonly 24 hours adaournment he was commltted for trlal.12
o The trial took place on 2lSeptember-before Frnnerty
and flve Is.P. Mahonls couneel pleaded truth and juatifica-‘
tion and argued that the flat was bad because it rested on

. an expartestatement,lbecause1t specified only selected_

words inithe-article andibecauee it didfnot Specify.by namel
all thQse.against‘whom action might be taken. The bench“‘

adjourned to consider,theSe oh%ectiOneé Nethday Finnerty_‘
annbunced_that although the first”two objections werel |

rejected, the third was upheld because it seemed'tobe.

/.

ot

12

WesternnArgug,,QO September 19001

!
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 supported by the Engllsh cases E_g. Vs Alllson and ueen

1
v Judd.zj He therefore dlreoted Mahon! s aoqulttal and.

Lelgned e nolle PTOSGQU1 in Reld’e oase.l4 |

The goldflelds pronounced Mﬁhon S trlal as unfalr
beoauee Flnnerty S eot1V1t1es on the lloen81ng benoh were
in questlon and beoauee Cohn hed good reaeon to be. biassed. 15{
The Sun celebrated its v1otory under the heedllnee, 'Flghtlng
the flete. the Sun at the Seeelone' The government, |
however, Was not pleased._ On 19 September F C B. Voeper,-'
M. L. A., queetloned.thafellure of the flrst case 1n the Houee
and on 30 Ootober, reinforced by the fellure of the seoond
aotlon, moved that the papers be tebled He argued that
four proeeoutlone hed now falled beoeuse flats were 1seued

on ex parte stetemente and proposed a prlvete membere b111

\l

on the subJeot Pennefather, the Attorney-General angrily

thenked Voeper for ra151ng the eubgeot and esserted that the
fault lay not with hrrdepartment but w1th the benoh. The -
cases olted as preoedente had been oompletely mlelnterpreted16
cand. the more oorreot course would have been to reserve Judgment

and take adv1oe._ _;'-" i ﬂf

9

13 Englleh & Bmpire DlgeSJG (Dondbn’ 1964)’
- vol.32, p.240, 2676, W

L4 Weetern.hrgue, 27 September 1900
Y mid.; 20 Septenber.

16 The digest of Reg. V. Allleon olted ebove
in note 13 eupporte thle oontentlon.

/ ) ) [!f .
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At thls p01nt Mahon s 01ld enemy Gregory dellverea a

; -v1tr10110 attack on ‘the Sun and Mahon.‘ The maglstrates,

he sald, were afrald £ reserve Judgment because the Sun

'r mlght blast thelr reputatlons.

. This newspaper was, from beglnnlng to
- end, one mass of low filth and lying

. vindictlveness, and any person who knew

~ ‘the man responsible must think he must
" have been nourished in.his infancy on
'5=. the venom of the squ1d.17

jAlthough Gregory S grammar and natural- hlstory were weak ‘he
obV1ously had strong support, and VOSper W1thdrew hlS R

v L P

'mot10n.:-~ |

.

Because of the rather unusual mores of the mlnlng
communlty, the attack on Mrs Salinger could, by arousing
Wldely held notlons of chlvalry, have generated some |
hostlllty and the general s11ence on the. flrst hearlng
could be 1nterpreted as hostlllty. When Cohn, who had' not
‘satlon:tne\Kalgoorlle bench for years (as the §un.was not
.slow;uo'mention),18:appeared in tne second hearing, suspipion
of pOIitical pressure fron Perth turned Mahon into a public
hero.194. | . S

'5While Mahon was busy with the Salinger 1ibe1, another
crisis;arose. In 1898 Alexander Forrest, the Premier's

”WAPD.XHIWS) %6
18 Sun, 16 September 1900.

Tate in 1901 Mrs Salinger, now 1n financial trouble,
launched a. civil action for damages. Mahon was

by: then in Melbourne and the case was settled out
., of court. File-in?W.A;'Supremefcourt;, e




j_brotherﬁ and some. frlends had establlshed the Perth Ice &
,;Fresh Food Company to supply the. gcldflelds wrth refrlgerated
_ggoods. The understaffed rallway department was happy o

| '-enter 1nto an arrangement whereby the stafs of the company

R floaded and recorded its own conslgnments. Because 0f the

| ~f}“stand1ng of the dlrectors the work was never checked unt11

‘5&1n 1899 the company S low selllng prlces aroused susplclon.

':.;When 8 dlscharged manager of the firm 301ned the . Sun in -

20

'1 531900 McCallum Smlth Wasmdellghted to learn that the company
;_;had been systematlcally defraudlng the rallways oy under— |
statlngiall welghts and by cons1gn1ng hlgh frelght goods_
- as: 1ce, on’ whlch a nomlnal rate only was chargeable. Mean~
whlle,:alc@nsclence strlchen bookkeeper—rn Perthmhadiconfessed_'
%0 thefdeneralhanager of the railways'who’1aunchedfhis om
;;enqulry.zo' o N o | |
After the Sun S flrst article on 6 May21 a secondt
| \ifartlcle appeared on the 27th headllned 'n the Clutches of -
'f'Corruptron.h,Rapac;ous rooklngoflthe,rallways,, How the |
Perth Ice Cot plundered thepublic pu'rse'22 dosper soughtﬁ |
- a statement 1n the House but was assured that the matter |

was belng 1nvest1gated. 23 - 0n'7 June Gregory moved for

V&P, (Lo, Waki), 1900 o1, II, AlO. s
Sun, 6 May 1900, - - m |
Ibld, 29 May 1900,
23WAPD.,}WI(NS)

l
| . . L

‘21
22 7




-,.Sun's oharges that the dlrectore were. gullty of criminal

| 'oompllclty and that the Attorney-General had oompounded 8

46

1l

tfpapers but belng assured that the matter was under 1nvest1- -
. "

fgatlon and therefore sub Judlce, he mthdrew.4 The rallway

: !
_department had approached the dlrectors on rece1v1ng the

| bookkeeper's confe331on and had been given fnll accees to .
| eompany records.. When the full extent of the fraud was
;-revealed the hOTTlfled dlrectors offered restltutlon. The
trdepartment prOposed prosecutlon but accepted the offer after
'_assurance from the Attorney-General that er1m1na1 1ntent by
" the @ dlrectors would be v1rtua11y impossible to prove.25t_
:\fThe Sun, however, 1n51sted that the directors must elther o
mi-jhavefhad gullty knowledge or have been cr1m1na11y 1ncompeten.t?6
| IOn 5 September Vosper moved for papers in the Leglsla-
‘tlve Assembly, but at 1ength aocepted K. K. Ew1ng S amendment
for aaseleot commlttee?7 bith Ew1ng as ehalrman the commlttee

sat from 6 September to 8 October and reported on the 9th,

'Mahon and McCallum Smlth ‘were 1nv1ted 0 snbstantlate the

~ felony by.aeceptlng restltutlon. The.commlttee, 1rr1tated
by published re_ferenoeeto 'the\_) e‘e'l’ecte.d committee' and

assertions that thefdirectore'Werelbeing whitewasned, was

o4 L 'eMo

25 yap (1. Avy Wohs)y 1900, vol.II, A10, p.106.

26, Sun, 10- June, - 29 July, 23[/:Deoember 1900,
2T W.A.2, D., vol. XVII (N S, ) p.264-

;g - ,.“I -
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-extremely hostlle and Mahon Was in a dlfflcult postlon.

lt was v1tal to hlS strategy in the Sallnger llbel 0 conoeal o

h1s status as edltor, but the oommlttee 1ns1sted on trying
'to make h1m admlt 1t. Much of h1s ev1denoe was, therefore,
| skllful lenelng, buu he nevertheless 1ns1sted that although

he’ hadvno dlreot ev1denoe of gullty knowledge by the -

dlreotors, the allegatlon was a falr assumptlon whloh should o

ghave been tested 1n oourt.x__; -

R Although the eommlttee's report 1noluded a personal :
"attaok on Mahon and Smlth for groundless oharges,z.8 they )
were publlo heroes 1n Kalgoorlle.. The moderate ﬂggtggn .
_ggu_ publlshed a sub leader,'Honor o whom hon01 is due'- :

f*g'... the Sun deserves the thanks of the government
and-of the people of the Colony ees NO matterlwhat

' the Sun may do'at times yet oo it is rlght
~ that all well wishers of the community should

" see that: they [Mahon and Smith] are not-
| perseouted or denouncéed even though they do
. gHow up some. 1nfluent1al personages 1n thelr
o ~true oolours. S

The Sun emphas1sed satlrleally that the loe Company and not
;the Sun was belng 1n.vest1gated.30 Mahon, 1n a publlshed
letter, asserted that the eommlttab was 1ntended £0, whlte-u

wash the directors, that 1t had 1gnored flve 1mportant

)|
28 V&P (L A., W.A, ) 1900, vol 1T, AlO, D. IV.
MeCallum Smith admltted in evidence that
~ the article aftacking the commlttee was .

written by Thome.s. Walker. .N-;
9y Westernd Argus, 16 October 1900
20 Sun, 50 September 1900 '




_ ffryet clearly the dlrectors were guilty elther of oulpable

JL}fnegleot or orlmlnal compllclty. The Attorney-General

i'nguetloe) of evadlng 1esues and threanened punltlve action to

| .Ieproteot the House in future from 'reptlle Journellsm'

}"g_Houee and 1te authore to the wastepeper baeket of the

48

-‘w1tnesees, that 1t had omltted to reoommend proseontlon

',of one ooneplrator end that it had not 1nveet1geted the .
\ orlmlnal knowledge of the dlreotors at all. 31

o In the debate on the report, Mehon and Smlth were

| ”savagely assalled by oommlttee members. Vosper, their only
"defender, argued that although the Sun had not shown proper

.drespect for the oommlttee, its. proprletors hed been provoked. |

i'..Nelther Mahon nor Smlth had admltted maklng dlrect ohergee,
',ffheatedly denled any suoh 1nference, aeoueed ‘Mahon (W1th some

‘.EW1ng oonelgned the Sun to the waetepaper besket of the |

'_oommunlty. Monger epoke of them ee ecum.u Gregory for once
i'av01ded personalltlee end oontentedlumeelf wnth a reaeoned

o refutatlon of Vosper S argumente.3?-

—~

Soon there Was ‘more trouble. A short telegreph item

in- the Sun hlnted that a promlnent rallwey offlolal had o
-.dlsappeared, leaving uneatlefaftory aooounts.33 Petterson,
. ' o ) o ’ ' ,‘\,'

]

w§§bern hrgul £167 Ootober 1900
V.A.P.D., XVIIT (N.S. ) 1182,

o et
7 8wy 5 kugust 1900- i

'32_




: the‘ohlef accountant, on leave 1n the east, was the only
f]:absentee and on hlS return he. oomplalned to the General v
imanager of the raldways. Soon afterwardszmhe-§gg featured
. aJ1etter.fron the Attorney-General threadening proeeoutiOn
fandeits«ounﬁreply wnicn denied Libel but oastigated the
iAttorney-General over two and a half columns about the

-'Pernh-Ioe Gonpany'oase.- The artlole was headllned 'Attempt

. 'T to'ferrorise the'Sun: Shootlng w1th Staue shrapnel Peppery

_Lp01nts for Pennefather' 34

o 9 November-Mahon and'Reid aPPoaredin'the Polioe7i$
Court as JOlnt defendants in another 11bel aotlon but,
desplte Mahon s taotlos, both were committed for trial, 35]l
'fThe;Quarter Se531ons prooeedlngs eommenoed onJ19 December
before a-benehof Mahon'e:fellow magietrates ohaired by
Finnerty. N.K. Ew1ng, M.L.A., who was prosecutlng, had
..olearly been warned about the state of 1ocal 0p1n10n and
spent an 1nord1nate tlme in challenglng Jurymen. The warning -
| proved to be Justlfled, for he was\praotloally denied a hear-'-i
| 1ng when he sought to address a publle meetlng that nlght

36 |

as_a Senate oandldate. -

The proseoutlon sowght to establlsh that Mahon was

5 sun, 16 September 1900.
35“Western Argus, 13 November 1900.
% Ibld.,.l January l9®1 ;

»
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| .iedltor of the Sun, that the 11be1 had been publlshed and -
J_gthat 1t was untrue. Dav1es, the general manager of the
odrallways, denled in his evldence that he had ever threatened
~ 7to break the Sun or to use government money llke water in -

'_gprosecutlng the paper. Defence counsel then obJected to

t;the case g01ng %o the jury because no proof. had been offered

. g,that Patterson wess 11be11ed, because there was no eV1dence

| ?that Mahen knew the story'to be untrue and’ because there
 vas 1o ev1dence that liahon, had publlshed the Libel. Although _I
bj}the bench refused 10 support these obJectlons, defence o
_;counsel Was sufflclently oonfldent 0 oall no Wltnesses. =
.hIn his closlng speech Bwing concentrated on the Sun's
'hreputatlon, asklng the Jurors not 0 be afraid of personal
'”:defamatlon.- Had the case been heard in Perth, this appeal
| mlght have carrled ‘some welght but in Kalgoorlle it only
':'relnforced the w1de1y held belief that the Sun was being
| persecuted and defence counseﬁ made good use Ofklt in his.
| -clos1ng speeoh by referrlng to Ew1ng as 'a persecutor and |
1ot a‘prosecutor'. After ten mlnutes retlrement the Jury}
| deolared'MahOn not gullty. Ew1ng then entered a nolle
' (prosegu in respect of Reld. B _.'
Ew1ng had a dlfflcult task with publlc oplnlon flrmly
against hlm.' He mlght have'solved it by seeklng a change of

| N
venue, but thls‘was polltlcally dangerous. He.was‘usually




consldered a llberal but after the1r earller conflwcts,"*
Mahon consrdered h1m an enemy and selzed the Opportunlty
after the verdlct was announced, to publlcly tender his |
sympathy to the 'Orown Persecutor' 1n h1s dlsap901ntment.37
. On 23 December he publlshed an unlnhlblted report of
the proceedlngs headllned 'The set on the Sun'" a Perth _7
pettlfoggers plot panel packlng and Jury Juggllng 1n -;;ﬂ.-'
whlch he alleged that EWlng was pald for hlS work on the
| Ice Company commlttee and charged him w1th trylng to stack | |
- the Jury 1n the Patterson case. Of EWlng S clos1ng speech
ke Sald,.,.“ fr | | “ | |
"?fﬂﬁ... the speech may be brlefly descrlbed
- ‘as the extremest flight of a petty soul.
A1l the pent up malice, hatred and |
o ;v1ndlct1veness which had been gatherlng
"~ for months flowed for over an hour in a
 gteady turgid stream ... the jury saw with
';Jdlsgust the man. bare his black heart ...38
The Sun S feud w1th the establlshment Was carrled a step-
further on 25 November when he charged Alexander Forrest
“with belng a contractor 1nellg1ble o s1t in parllament
because of hls 1nterest in a flrm selllng meat to the govern-
ment 39 When Vosper asked for an explanatlon 1n the House |
Forrest admltted the charge but clalmed that the breach was
1ns1gn1flcant, condemned the Sun for maklng 1t and expressed
T Western Argus, l January l90l

58 Sun, 23 December l900.lfu'
39 Ibld .y 25 November 1900
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N i :_; W¥hlS astonlshment that anybody connected w1th thetpaper couldj
B beaJP4° ‘

By the end of 1900 the goldflelds pOpuletlon saw the

"(

mproprletors of the: Sun, with all thelr feults, as martyrs

i '”‘to the despotlsm of 'the Swan Rlver government' The

g;tBulletln expressed the publlo v1ew suco:notly. It reported
;fthat the crlmlnal 11be1 aotlon started oy the West Australlan
”government had broken down badly and. added°

, ,r_:*A_There wag such & wild rush to shov into
.- - the dock the men who exposed tthSWlndle |
© .0 v and thereby serlously inconvenienced
- N v some important personages that the doers“
o . of the swindle almost dropped out of
notlce...41, -

I':It 1s 1mposs1ble to declde, for 1aok of evrdenoe, how far

one should oredlt the frequent allegatlons of 1rrespons1ble |
malevolenoe 1eve11ed agalnst the Sun, but the 1mage of a

cflghtlng edltor persecuted by euthorlty undoubtedly helped |

‘J

-,Mahon S polltlcal career. o
\VWhen Mehon arrlved in Kalgoorlle, hostlllty to the

‘colonlal government was. already an artlole of falth and the‘ |

/

Western Argus, 4 December 1900. The Colonial
Secretary's correspondence register in the

State Archives shows thati the file on Mahon! S, o
appointment as J.P. was, in fect, called for ']'“V-]‘_
by the Premier soon afterwards, but. h1s o P
commlss1on was not revoked. \

Bulletln, 5 January 1901, Although COSts had\_:
not been granted to the Sun in either the . -
1Sa11nger or Patterson cases, an appeal %0 the -

- Supreme Court reversed this decision - a frnel

~ friumph for the Sun.‘ MOrnlng,Herald, 25 May 1901 ‘T’

40

"
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'\1ong standlng grlevanoe over alluv1al rlghts was aggravatlng

_,t The dlspute on the Ivanhoe venture lease in 1898 had

'f‘been Won by ‘the men. Early 1n 1899 & second dlspute broke

;out on the Adellne lease in Boulder which dragged its way |
‘ vhrough varlous courts untll the~end‘of the year. Ae funds
"beoame 1ow, the Alluv1a1 Rights Defence League became
adesperate and de01ded to defy the law.42 The_warden of the
| ]goldfleld-brought 1n~polloe,re1nforcements and fourteen
 ﬁa;iuyia1 nen were arresve@..By_this tine the government
/-}feared violenoe'andfthewarden'oautiOuely,deoidedﬂtoitranSfer
tne'prieoners'onremand to"Fremantle gaol{by a train 1eaving
\ ~at 7 24, In the next ween there were large hostile publlo -
| .meetlngs all over the olty. On 29 November, when the
-fprleoners were brought baok to Kalgoorlle for the police
.oourt hearlng, Nahon was the only 7.2, 0 elt on all four
_days._ Most of the defendants were oommltted and ball Wa.s
'J;refuaed on the oastlng vove of Hare, reeldent maglstrate,
but the dlssenrlng maglstrates took the unpreoedented step |
of explalnlng their position publroly. Mahon. saw no good

',reason why the oourt, whloh was only holdlng a prellmlnary

enqulry, should antlolpate and poss1b1y add to the punlshment43

42

. Moesenson, op.olt. - ”'
43

Testern Argus, T Deoember 1899,
Sun, b Deoemben 1899
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'i‘ddheiprisoners uere once again removed to ﬁremantle
:'pwhere the Supreme Court, on an appllcatlon by defenoe
’counsel, ordered the resrdent maglstrate to grant bail,
_IThus v1nd10ated, Mahon had the satlsfaetlon of s1gn1ng

| lball warrants on behalf of the benoh.44

| Hltnerto Mahon had avorded publlc life in Kalgoorlle
"but h1s support of the . alluV1al men brought hlm 1nto the
'”publlc eye and on ll December 1899 he took g promlnent part
'_uln 2) farewell 40 Father 0'Gorman, a p0pular prlest who -had

.”uibeen a leader in' the federal movement.45 Federatlon had
'fubeen a warm issue on the goldflelds since 1898 when the
f*attltude taken by Forrest and Hackett ‘at the Conventlon

'd) encouraged the bellef:that they were plannlng to keep the :

coioﬁy out of the union. .A‘Goldfields Reform'League-fought

'_ffor g referendum, but when a large petltlon wa:s reaected by

 the colonlal parllament, a new sp1r1t developed. As early
a8 1894 there had been talk of w1thdraw1ng from'Western

dllustralla and elther establlshlng & hnew colony based on.

" Kalgoorlle or seeklng annexatlon to South Australla. Feder-

ation was enthus1ast10ally supported on the’ goldflelds |
because it offered a way of escape from Perth domlnatlon.

' When this prospect seemed linely $0 evaporate the old

44 Western Argus, 14 Deeembﬁr 1899. |

- Tua, i
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.w_to assess. The detalled newspaper reports of general and -

. hfexecutlve meetlngs record no speeches by hlm and 1ndeed he

. a;adv1sory commlttee there,

| "'on 25 May the eX01tement was almost over. After the despatch

I 1
"Tseparatlon scheme was rev1ved.. A congress at Coolgardle
*.on 13 December 1899 establlshed a league representlng all L
‘?publlc bodles to advocate separatlon,46 and at a second

--gﬂconferenoe on 3 January 1900 Mahon, representing the North
:fCoolgardle Road Board, Was elected t0 the executlve.47

Mahon E role in the separatlon movement is dlfflcult

fewas often absent; Late in March ‘he v1s1ted his famlly in -
f;;;Melbourne and was asked by the league to organlse an |
| 48

1f he succeeded the commlttee

.has left no trace. By the time he returned to Kalgoorlle

‘hof 8 petltlon to the Queen asklng for separatlon, the
Secretary of State delicately advrsed the colonlal govern—
ment %o ‘reconsider 1ts attitude. Soon-afterwards it was .
announced that a referendum would be taken and the maln
purpose of the 1eague was achleved. Although 1t remalned
.1n ex1stence until August 1900 it no 1onger represented &
\unlted public-opinion. BuS1ness 1nterests rapldly withdrew, -

leaving e rump of 1rreconcllables who sought separatlon as

46 Goolgardle Mlner, 14 December 1899 B
H Western Arg%s, 11 Januany 1900, ~ Kirwan received the

Tghest number of votesy 64, whlle Mahon received the
second Towest vote, 29, Battye lerary, 383A, outtlng
‘book of Slr John Kirwan, p.37=8.

48 yostorn Areus, 29 Nargh 1900




'j{motrvated at least in part by hlS ownL polltloal ambltlons,

r]an end in. 1tse1f and Labor radlcals‘who soughtlto use the.
}:organlsatlon as a spearhead of democracy.49 Mahon attended’
| lfmeetlngs untll the last oonfereneelon 21 August but by then'

* . “his legal dlffloultles left llttle tlme for the 1ll deflned
;'?alms of the rump league. |

Mahon s publlo role in the federatlon movement is not

,]_lflmpress1ve although he may have been very effectlve behlnd

1ﬁﬁthe soenes., His partlolpatlon may, however, have been
| "

o suggestlon Whloh acqulres some colour from ‘the marked

o Llncrease in ‘his publlo actlvltles from about July.

By

..r'August he was being mentloned as a potentlal oandldate for

_1 federal-.honours52

and 1t only remalned for hlm $0 ensure
.~support;‘
 The trade unlons were an obvious souree of support,

but a serious dispute Wlthln the movement at thls tlme upset -

a49 The story of the federatlon movement is taken from
" Bastin, The West Australian federation movement;

& study in pressure groups. T.A. thesis (Melbourne) 1952,
50

This is not $0 suggest that he was 1n51ncere in advoca-
tlng federation. He had in fact been & pro—federatlonlst
in the Wollombi election campalgn of 1891. o

On 18 July he spoke fon/strlklng rallwaymen,*Western.
Argus, 26 July1900. . On 10 October he responded to -
~ a patriotic toast for the Irish National Foresters,
" Western Argus, 16 Octobers On 217 Deeember he toasted-
- The Amalgamated Workers As5001at10n at 8 reoeptlon,
 Western Argus, 1 January 1901, .

52 Western Argus, 25 August 1900‘;]
) : | h’. |

51




e o
"hlS calculatlons. The Labor movement on the goldflelds had .

'orlglnated in a serles of scattered mlners unions which had

'been amalgamated 1n 1897 1nto The Amalgamated‘Workers

53

,Assoclatlon The organlsers were all advocates of 1ndustr1al
iunlonlsm and the rules made any worker ellglble fcr member-

| shlp AS the district: became nore settled, ) nnmber of craft
unlons also grew up, the strongest of which was the Amalga—
mated Qertlflcated Englne Drivers Assoclatlon. In July 1898,

r_ the A.W,d. snccessfnlly engineered'the'establlshment of.a;
 goldfields Trades and Iator Council, which represented most
unions in the district, but conflict soon_developed hetwean
industrial uniOnists‘and craft unionists. ThecOnflict'came

0 ahead'over‘electoral arrangements. d.ccngress,of uniOns |
established a Goldfields'Political Central Gommittee-on 13
OCtober 1900 to manage.both federal-and_State elections.

In spite.of a stormy meeting in which Shaw'of,theTrades:and |
" Labor‘Council left'the'chair, itlwas also decided that-any“"\
good democrat who endorsed the prOgramme should be ellglble
10 stand 24 S /

When the A.W A. began to foster polltlcal Labcr leagues, )

the craft unlons fcught/back. At & second congress on 28

;October, craft union representatlves sought unsuccessfully

i!;‘/ .
rf
1 ‘l

‘o

55 Kalgoorlie Mlner, 8fJanuary 1897.

'.'54 Western Argus, l6fOctober 1900,




- llttle fellows w1th an axe 1o grlnd. _

R 56

ﬁto nulllfy the mlnutes of the prevlous meetlng 55 At % later |
':meetlng Nalachl Dwyer, represemblng the craft unlons, sard bhab

- Kthe Leagues clashed w1th unlonlsm. They were 1naugurated by

6 In contrast an

1ndustr1al unlon advocate spoke sablrlcally of 'bhe conservatlve

’"UﬂlOHISb of the umdlstlngulshed order of the red bape' 57

On 16 November bhe A N A, seceded from bhe Trades and :

Labor Oouncll5 and soon afterwards a breakaway group left o

'Ithe A W, A. bo form am.Amalgamated Nlners Ass001at10m on craft

llnes.59 A correspondent wrote to the Sun 1n support of the
LA | |

e The Unlons in all s1ncer1ty and w1th ai
" supreme -complacency set themselves the a
“herculean task of returning none but Union
. men 10 parliament. They also decided that-
" the workers outside the ranks of unionism
~ had no claim to be consulted in the choice
" of labour candidates .. The AJW.A. before .
it was too labe/percelved the undemocratic
.. tendency of this decigion ... but the . )
o ’;'1nf1n1bes1mally small cligue of Nesleyan -
e g;gmugwumps sblll sblck to thelr guns eesOV

Because of bhe enommous ares to be covered, 1t Was R

;obvlously V1tal to complete the Senabe selectlon as soon a5

possrble and s1nce thefselecblom machlnery appeared to be

%5 Thids, 50 October rooo - o

Ibid., 6 November 1900 -
o1 Thide, 13 November 1900.M; . R
& Ibids, 20 November 1900. _d

‘59 Nestrallan Norker, 1l Jamuary l901

60 Sun, 23 December 1900.
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| £ support hlm.

l»-.']z'iope'J;"e;ss"l'.y.'sei’zed‘up,a=gr0up-of-'V":'Lsiting-leader's?-from the

{E;ooast Were 1nv1ted to select the eandldate they - ehose Hugh

61

”de Largle.-. -

Mahon was. now determlned to contest Goolgardle62

: | because he Was more oonfldent of support in the outlylng

”,areas and because J W. Kirwan of the Kalgoorlle Mlner, an

‘almost 1nv1n01ble candldate, had de01ded to stand for | _'
.Kalgoorlle.' Seelng llttle ohanoe of & settlement in the
.Labor confllot he sought the support of 2 group of Irlsh

o Oathollc publloans and buslnessmen and on 9 January at Men21es

dellvered hlb pollqy speeoh,G? an . orthodox statement of Labor;

‘pOlle W1th a free trade blas. On 11 January he spoke for

theiflrst-tlme:at Ooolgardle/ mhere 8. oommlttee wa.s formed
04 o |
Meanwhlle the faotlons in Kalgoorlle had sunk thelr

dlfferenoes and a new polltgoal central commlttee was |
i -

establlshed,65 w1th a sub commlttee to deal w1th o

seleotlon.66 On 21 January the commlttee deolded to

' n' | s . " cD
':'J. ) i ‘ .

oL Westrallan Worker, 4 January 1901

A62 Por some 1nexpllcable reason ‘he was allowed to

enrol in Coolgardie though actually domlolled L
in Kalgoorlie.. |

63 Kalgoorlie Mlner, 10 January 1901
o4 Ibid., 12 January 1901.

5 Western Argus, 22 January l90l

66 Westrallan Worker, 12 Jenuary 1901




| contest both Kalgoorlle and Coolgardle and to advertlse
for candldates. T, - As Mahon was already speaklng 1n the
- north of the electorate, his commlttee submltted h1s name.
| .. Meanwhlle, the old confllct had revived. ‘The Political
Central Commlttee declded in the teeth of Trades and Labor
| Coun01l 0ppos1t10n,”to oontest Kalgoorlle and selected V. J.'
‘ Ferguson, 8, mllltant Broken Hill strlke leader WhO had
"f-; recently v1s1ted the crty.68 Shaw, Who consrdered Klrwan
o an- 1deal democratlc candldate, promptly hlthdrew the Trades
and Labor Councll from the campalgn entlrely, 9 but since
the organlsatlon for the electlon now ex1sted thls dld
| not affect the 1ssue. On 4 March Mahon defeated two good

70 |

o unlonlsts by 519 votes and'was-thereby selected aS‘the ;

R Labor candldate 0 battle with J. T Archlbald, a popular:
‘_mlnlng englneer. . ﬂ ) E |
When he returned to Goolgardle o1 20 March he had
travelled nearly 2, OOO mlles, v1s1t1ng every town up 10
Laverton then mov1ng north to Lawlers ‘and east to Cue. e
| clalmed to have had a frlendly receptlon, but the harsh

condltlons of-goldfrhlds travel were already affectlng |
RN | | o | |
o7 Western Argus, .29 January 1901.
%8 pia., 19 Pebruary 1901, I
69 Kalgoorlle Miner, 15 Fehruary 1901., L

70.Western Arghs, 12 Me.rch 190l.
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';hls never robust const1tut10n.7l

o In Mahon 8 absence, the Sun prlnted astoryltnat
ftiArchlbald, hav1ng 1nadvertent1y broken the law by holdlng

,o;a meetlng 1n a hotel, contemplated w1thdraW1ng._ Thrs clumsy
.pdev1ce, 1f deV1ce 1t was,)was 1nd1gnantly denled and Mahon 'l

'ﬁﬁWas at some palns e dampen the bostlle reactlon.72.'mhe |

-y

'<Mnrch1son Tlmes of Oue selzed the Opportunlty to dellver

¢ i

| a bltter tlrade of abuse 1n whlch he was accused of uslng |

| the Labor movemenb and of hav1ng secured seleotlon in 1897

} .

’by hole and corner tactlcs.. The old storles of the Compass -

‘ llbel and hls alleged sweatlng in Men21es were also rev1ved 73

| Late 1n March some: famuous sectarlan pr0paganda Was attempted74

| e
”but the campalgn was otherW1se peaceful.‘p;,_'~

The day before the poll both the Coolgardle Miner and

the Soutbern Cross Tlmes publlshed edltorlals cr1t101s1ng Mahon.
| 75

The latter paper emphas1sed the Sun . scandalous reputatron

-~

 *wh11e the Coolgardle Mlner descrlbed h1m as 'a cold, unlnsplrlng

| ‘speaker,wrthout-spontanelty,and-verve_and;wquld;be,more llkely.to

| 7lIKalgoorlie Miner; 22‘MarCh'l90l. L
e He publlcly dlsassoclated hlmself from . the Sun.

13 urchisgon Times, 23 March 1901, 937/816 uttlng
-annotated opposite. suorv of the Compass case.f 'An |
 abgsolute lie --1ntended to. sue for llbel but | .
o wrlter not worth- powder and shot' BEREE S '-g; o

™ Handvill, 957/624. |
1 Southern Cross Mlner, 29 Naroh 1901, 937/8)1




76'¢

'?,i send hlS fellow senators to sleep than 1nterest them'
“7wBut the eleotlon was not deolded by newspapers. Of the ‘p~‘w
7eleven subd1V1s1ons Mahon conV1nolngly won s1x, 1nolud1ng o

'Coolgardle 1tself Two of the flve subd1V181ons won by
| )

| ,.LjArohlbald were the ultra-oonservatlve Klmberleys, nelther

;of whloh held more than about flfty Yotes. In Mt Margaret e

"-5mahon had more than doubled Arohlbald's flgures and the

jflnal totals were, Mahon 3329, Archlbald g 1T

o . - o
i o o ‘_l\\
W R
.r - ! ’
* 1

Ty Coolgardle Mlner, 29 Maroh 1901, 937/815

.....

77 Unldentlfled outting, 937/815
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Years of Success

o Mehonls eleotorate'was°the biggestin the Commonweelth,
and 1ndeedthe blggest s1ngle member eleotorate in the .
';bworld., It extended from the Coolgardle goldfleld, after
.pﬁwhleh 1t Was named, to the far North coast and from the _"
*"Indlen Ooeen_to.the,South Austrellen.bordere;Apartmfrom,e-.'
,"few'lmportantltowns, the eleotorete:oonsiStedof semi-arid' |
fioountry sprlnkled llghtly W1th vast sheep or. cettle stetlons,
v51solated mlnes and tlny frontler v1llages.- The only |
‘1ndustr1es were mlnmng and graz1ng w1th scattered peerl
flshlng settlements on the coast ~-The south had some
rallways and made roads but the north had only 1ulsnd traoks,'
a struggllng5sh1pp1ng servroe‘and-e 31nglestrand of_telegraph :
The problems of such a terrltory Were enough o deunt
any man bt Mahon, who had already spent four vears 1n a "
V111age on the edge of the desert found thetn & small prloe )
to pay for a polltloel future. Although ambltlon hsd |

,\

.played a blg pert in his de01810n to stand, he was also L_

_determlned 10 do an honest gdb for his constltuents. He :”
‘understood their problems and admlred their V1rtues.' They

on the other hend saw hlm es E) hard dry metter of feet many; L

2 born flghter, not of theqmartlal but of the soolellstlc klnd

| 1
Wlth only one good, the betterment of the people.
| ) M’ | ,

dl’luca't @_ nU'I"l"l l’lg. 937/820'

-1 ' .
Nurcnlson Advuoeue \uue;,
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The new member 1eft Kalgoorlle by trazn on Sunday, R

14 Aprll 1901 comlorted by the promlse of a subsorlptlon

p

,Jfor electoral expenses.‘ In Perth, he Jorned Fowler, the .

\
' member for Perth and the two men salled for Melbourne in

the Qg&égbg on the 18th.{Jr Mahon left-the shlp‘at Adelalde o
to travel by tra1n5 and on the 24bh he 301ned Patrlok MoMehonﬁﬁ
'Glynn 1n seleotlng hls seat ' B
The new parllament eontalned a sclntlllatlng galaxy H
of polltloel stars 1nclud1ng several ex—premlels and most
leaders: of the. federatlon movement The s1mteen Labor  .‘.
members met 1u ceuous for the flrst blme on 7 May to eleot
the sturdy rellsble J.C, Watsou of New South Wales as thelr
1eader. Mahon attended nelther the flrst four oauous
meetlngs7 nor any of the other s001a1 funotlons arlslng rrom

~the opemmnv of perllament because of 111ness.8 When the "

House resumed early in June he was in hlS pluoe and from |
e Weotern Argus, 16 Aprll 1901. | "': -

5 Handvill, 18 April 1901, 937/848.

4 Qmp;r_ (Frementle), undated cuttlng, 937/825

2 Unldentrfled outtlng, 937/821. '

© krgus, 25 April 1901, o

1 Caucus mlnutes, 7 bay 1901.- ..ﬁf_f'

N
. B.g., welcome 0 Labor members Mornlng Herald,

20 May 1901, and meeting of W’A members - to. discuss
trans—oontlnental rallway, ibid., 23 Mey 1901. HlS
illness was reported in. the Westralman Worker, |

- 14 June 1901
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'3then on was metlculous in hlS attendance: he esked hislfirst
. :questlon\on 5 June9 end on 7 June was forced ko withdraw an
'ettempt to emend Semuel Mauger's motion opposing Sunday -
flebour in the publlc servlce when the Speaker ruled that his
ﬁfdemand for a 44-h0ur week 1n the publlc service was
1rrelevant.10 |
Im splte ef Whet mlght have seemed an.lnausplclous |
f;fistart, M&hon 5000 Won ezreputatlon as a promrsrng member -
f;*who could be relled on for honesty and good sense, w1th an
:;oceas1ona1 flesh of erlglnallty. Like most new members he |
s:7wes concerned. ebout economy and on 11 June v1olent1y stlgme—
” “-tlsed 2 proposal for a general 1ncreese in selerles as
| p'1ndecent and dlshOhest' At the same tlme, however, he
argued that the publlc service Should not be treeted $00
- pars1mon10usly s1nce 1t was 1mportent $0 secure the best |

11

possible men. These were faurly orthodox arguments but

"next day when he suggested that Hansard reporters be permltted
2
o condense speeches, his orlglnallty was not epprecleted.1

~ Mahon soon. begen to develop h1s own style as a member
“which he melntalned for the rest of his career. He spoke
"rerély, to the dellght of some of h1s constltuents 13 but

N

rt

9 g, I, 5
- W, 1, 828
 YUoma, ez o
1 pig., 953,
13 yrchison pdvocate (Cue) 20 Tulf 1901, 937/833
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. "prepared h1s few speeches very carefully. Most of hlS work
‘*was done elther by questlons or in oommlttee. In the
| -commltteegstages of the-public:servroe blll, for instance,
'.~he0pposed dismissal for habitual drinking,?supported
'.'prlvate enqulrles into offences, dlsoussed the rent for

;.' off101a1 querters, moved an. amendment t0 dlscourage polltloal

r

- 1nf1uenoe, fought agalnst exoesslve publlc holldays, sought

8 superannuatlon scheme in lieu of oompulsory 1nsuranoe w1th
:::'prrvate firms and;obaeotedrto continued support of State |
‘ fsnperannuation schemes by tranSferred.offioers.14' During
f;tne.firstparliament he asked 95 questions, of. which 36
dealt with postal problems and 24 with the public serv1oe,
| the remalnder covered a w1de varlety of topics. ’
 Like most other members, Mahon had certain hobby |
- horses on which he was always prepared to parade. The
liberal and tolerant social tone of his electorate reinforced
‘his own predilections and made him a.partioularly bitter t
Opponent of any attempts t0 undermine civil llbertles. When
 he. oastlgated proposals for literary censorshrp by the Customs
".on 11 July,15 Klngston faoetlwusly referred t0 the reputation
o of the Sun, but his thoughthl and temperate attack on

-rslmllar prov1S1ons in the posts and telegraphs b111 wes

)

i

Y o.2.0.,11, 1748,
0 gD, 11, 4. j




'br;ftreabed more serlously. SOme of the new prov131ons, he

| ;1fwrong to take some of the funotlons from the courts and

"glve them to a polltlclan who could be descrlbed as a retaller
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o '.,‘ o S "',.'/" . o . ‘\\ . . i ) 5 ) 6 -
oL [ S s v s . S A . : i )
s I 'R . rl N et . ! - . ! - ' . ' ' ‘
o G e 2 N i . " . o N - ‘
© B o ! o : " '
T N ] L . . )

il >‘: ; L \. . . . . . . i

 'ﬁsa1d, had a Ru531an flavour. The bu81ness of the Post Offlee

was tranemlsalon of mall not tlnkerlng w1th.morals. It was
1

;fof borrowed convlctlons and 1m1tated enbhuelasms. The lack
Jnof any proper deflnltlon of blasphemy and sedltlon left the
"oway open to polltlcal censorshlp and even when the innocence
;dof a defendanb wa.s proven there was no prov1sron for

| compeneatlono Many of hlS arguments were empha31eed by B

ﬂquotatlon from John Stuart M’J.ll.16

’ ~ Ofher features of the'posts and telegraphs: b111 also
_attracted his abtentlon and hlS work on the bill was bhe
flrst step in a campalgn whleh-he pursued energetlcally for
‘the" next ten years $0 1mprove posbal and telegraphlc ‘ |
‘communlcatlons in his electorate. The West Ausbrallan post
offlce was domlnabed by R.H. Sholl, a conservablve bureaucrat
dwhose membershlp of the colonlal esbabllshment enabled h1m ;.
bo surv1ve constanb allegatlons of 1ncompetence and to secure
app01ntment as Commonwealth Deputy Postmasber-General. On
17 Aprll 1902 Mahon sought an enqulry 1nto the alleged
perseeutlon-of gunlor offlcrals who had grven evldence t0

a royal commission17 and_on22eApril he sought the tabling

,16 C.B.D., III, 3622 _




of a telegram sent by Sholl to goldflelds offlclals seeklng

to 1nfluence thelr yotes agalnst federatlon.18 Mahon s

q

dlssatlsfactlon was shared by other West Australlan members |
',1 and on 4, June he led hlS colleagues in a comblned attack,

alleglng that the postal serv1ce satlsfled nobody, that

Sholl had defled hlS mlnlster by v1ct1mlelng alleged trouble

_fif v1rtually encouraged large scale embezzlement 19; Although

holl's admlnlstratlon was regularly crltlclsed 1n thls way
throughout the flrst parllament Slr John Forrest s 1nfluence E

enabled h1m to surv1ve untll Mahon s own app01ntment as

: Postmaster-General 1n 1904. c

In Men21es, Mahon had met Walter Malcolmson, an Ulster-
';:_ man, who became 1nterested in the Aborlglnes whlle prospectlng

< and though desperately 111, returned o Ireland 10 launch

20"

;- .8 press campalgn on thelr behalf. - leeral thlnkers had

long been dlsturbed at the horrlflc storles drlftlng down .

from the north-west about cruelty to Aborlglnes and 1n July

21

1901 the subaect was in the news agaln.“ The moment seemed

18 Tohid., 11849,

19 5 p, 0.P.D., X, 13280

20 Mahon, 'The'West Australdan Black' Austral

Light, April 1905, p, 231 937/978. maraarﬁson |
to Bishop Gibney, 15 November 1996 Cathollc

- Dlocesan Archives, W.A. .
. 21 E g., Mornlng Herald, 25, 29, 30 July 1901. |
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;dld not press the mauter~further 1n the House but from t1me
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_opportune, and on 26 July Mahon moved for a royal commlsslon

| 1nto the condltlon of north-west Aborlglnes, the assrgnment

system and thelr treatment in the eourts.j ‘In a sedulously “

*temperate speeoh, he: emphas1sed that he made no 1mputat10ns |

5

g'agalnst the European settlers who would elearly welcome
1nnest1gatlon of the oharges made agalnst them.2 Although

h 'the motzon was never flnallsed because of government pre-emptlonf"

\

"lof prlvate members t:rme,z-3 1t was 1nd1reot1y effeetlve..'
qEnraged by the threat of Commonwealth 1nterferenee 1n thelr .
 domest1o coneerns the northern members of the State parllament :;t

:_:hastlly 1ntroduoed a resolutlon for a State enqutryQ4 whlch,

".ralthough delayed untll 1904,15 helped to amellorate the

‘EPOSIthH. Ea

Slnee there wa.s olearly no polltloal oap1ta1 to be

,fmade OUU of the Aborlglnal cause, Mahon g s1ngle~handed and

e

jhiperhaps qulxotlo effort redounds to h1s eredlt Beoause ) :
';gof the reluotance of the government to 1nterfere Wlth a State R

_Efunetlon he saw that he oould have 11ttle real 1nfluenoe and

N

Q. P. D., III, 3150

'?13 Barton obviously thought the proposal an inter-

ference with State rights. See. ‘report of
deputatlon, Mornlng Herald, 2% July 1901. 

gy .A.2.D., 28 hugust 1901, voL.XIX, new series, 626.

2, Royal commission on “the eondltlon of the natlves,'“

V&P (Luh., W.A.), 1905 (2nd Ses81on) paper 5e |
“eThe commission was 1ssued 31 August 1904 e




lfito Tlme, he publlshed artlcles about the Abor1g1nes26 and i
]f:;durlng the debates on the franchlse bill in 1902 sought to .
] o'—ecn*restrlct the franchlse by an educatlonal test instead of by

thhe absolute bar on the Whole race proposed by h1s leader.27:i |

Most of Mahon s constltuents probably saw the Whlte o

s

it |
, 'x Australla pollcy as one of the main reasons fbr the .

j_ ex1stence of a natlonal government but hlS rare 1ncurs1ons .
o 1nto the subaeot give the 1mpress1on of duty rather than
: canulotlon. He did complaln abous the aggresslve attltude
‘?f'of Afghan camel drlvers early 1n July but Was acoused of
1} 23hav1ng his facts wrong.28 In the commlttee stages of The
‘r'nfﬁlmmlgratlon restrlctlon bill on 1 October, he moved an
iid::amendment 0 a clause grantlng exemptlon to shlps crews,
1‘extend1ng the concession to the crews of pearllng luggers .
29 -

'f la1d up in the off season. He wa.s requlred to explaln to

hlthe cautus thls qulte legltlmate effort to protect his
rf-'constltuents,B, but retrleved hlS reputatlon on 9 October
'”“ﬁuby fatherlng a new clause for the deportatlon of coloured

f‘_.allens gullty of crlmes of v::.olence.s--1

See note 20 ahove and Mahon, 'Australlan B
Aborlglnes' Austral L;ght October 1913, p 567.

A, I¥, 11978,
2 North. Coolgardle Herald,ﬂundated cuttlng, 937/826
% 0.D., IV, 5373,
:3 Gaucus mlnutes, 9 October 1901, -

B, 2. D., W 5.y
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z.=§3“f_ Mahon s bellef in the freedom of the 1nd1v1dual Was

| expressed most cogently in h1s advocacy of free trade.

_'r‘_? Proé trade in my opinion is freedom of
.- .effort, freedom on the part of each man -

%o do the best he can for hlmself. I

~ haye not all the attributes of a free man...

if somebody may come in at the end of the .

‘.; i_ week and take away a portion of my wages ...
;o Iam quite prepared to admit that every man
. owes a duty to society ... I do not consider -

it any function of government 0 rob me 1n

©_ order to put money into the pockets of

~ capitalists. - T do not consider it is: any‘
function of government to foster a factory
in Pootscray and closs down a mlne in

| ‘fWestern Australla...

In the 1ong dreary debates on the tarlff, e applled these

;prlnclples cons1stently 1n Opposlng dutles on blankets and

"efoodstuffs.

Dutles on these artlcles, he argued, would -

' ‘help‘tOwlower the standard of llVlng of-hls eonst;tuents

‘»who were nearly all struggllng ploneers. AgainSt'the strong_

, Protectlonlst maJorlty, however, he fought a 10s1ng battle.

Rarly in June 1902‘Mahon v1S1ted hlS constltuency for

't_the“firSt-time. He arrlved ty the French Liner. Anang Behlc

' on the 18th33 and in an interview w1th the'West Australlan

:'asserted that because the House had;s;mply drlfted owing

""to peor 1eadership; members'fromremote’States_were_Very-

fg:dlssatlsfled at the 1ength of the sess1on. The tariff,

':whlch was a revenne tarlff only, had been presented far too

B

R, T, 6609

. "33 Mernlng Herald, 19 June”1902

i
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o fiilate and the ex—premlers had talked too much. HlS party
: "rfsaw the 1mm1gratlon Restrletlon ‘Act as the main work of -
igiéthe ses31on, but were dlsapp01nted that 1t drd not. encompass
:jfltallans. ‘He saw danger 0 the TranS<Austra11an railway

'.fjtseheme from the obaeetlons by Vlctorla to 1oans for publlc |

Iiiworks.34,i

He was welcomed 1n COolgardle W1th a purse of 250
"ﬁsoverelgns, and Justlfled his acceptance of the glft by
"5'uela1m1ng that most members re31dent outslde Vlctorla found
' 55

?”7ﬂ1t dlffleult to support two homes. - He made hlS fullest

: jfreport 1n an 1nterV1ew w1th the Westrallan Worker._'The'

’ﬂ'f.party, he sald, was stronger than 1t seemed because of the f |
y'g_ support of other demoorats and 1t was the equal of any other
’.7group 1n 1nte111gence and 1ndustry. There Were no real
|  'stars but th1s was not a bad thlng s1nee they were st111
g watcthgs ‘and crltles rather than bullders.' Internal
:*ierelatlons had been harmonlous, partlcularly over the tarlff .
hfand the South Afrlcan war where the party had agreed to - .
'fdlsagree. He was extremely proud of the moral tone of the

. party and 1ndeed of the whole House., There were no

B 5% West Australlan, 20 June 1902 937/839., His

o reference to Italians is.an obvious concession to
logal prejudiees. There is no evidence to suggest .
~ that eastern Labor members held any such Oplnlon.

% Kalgoorlle Mlner, wndated cuttlng, 937/843 Slnee
‘Tehon was not supporting:two homes, it 1s hard to
‘see the relevance of the argument. G |

b




7“1mmoderate drlnkers and the storles about the Prlme Mlnlster

'waere malnly canards.36 o f'tg$ o '/ |

Soon after h1s return 0 Melbourne, Mahon 1ntroduoed s

8 seoond prlvate members' motion whloh provoked muoh comment

For years, the goldflelds had. agltated for a rallway to

| “Esperanoe but the Forrest government and its suooessors, well

| *aware that d1vers1on of. the goldfields trade through Esperance

| ;would ruln Fremantle and practloally spllt the oolony, had
"ghltherto defled the agltatlon._ In movlng for eommonwealth
| 1nterference, Mahon sought t0 put the questlon 1n a w1der

' doontext by argulng that the llne was neoessary t0 ensure

Fa™

d ‘the absolute freedom of trade guaranteed by the oonstltutlon.'ﬁ
R i
The State government's support for Fremantle, he 1ns1sted, |

IV1rtually 1mposed on the goldflelds 8 seotlonal tax 1n extra
frelght oharges whloh v1olated Seotlon 92 of the Constltu-. .

‘tlon.

Although Mahon reoelved 11ttle support 1n the House, .

38 and developed

-he was w1dely oongratulated on the goldflelds
,vhthe argument further in a publlshed artlcle. Hls opponents_
arguedﬂthat the Gommonwealth hadvno oonstltutlonalipower |
to interfere.. He replled 1ngenlously but 1llogloally that
the maln obJeotlves of the Commonwealth were defence and
o
';!3 Westrallan Worker, 27 June 1902 937/841

T e.p., 111, 1669, ,
38 g Coolgardle Jiper, 11 October 1902

...l J‘ .
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Clamller | S
'"::freedom of 1ntercourse. There was no doubt that the Common- I

| ':wealth could 1nterfere W1th State rallways to fa0111tate AQ*
%rﬁfdefence and s1noe freedom of 1ntercourse was equally 1mportantli'F
-"t7the same powers must be assumed 10 apply.39 _;' |
o Nevertheless when Charles Cameron Klngston‘attempted
‘to make oapltal out of Mahon 3 1deas in onecﬁ?hls many
;L}iclashes w1th Forrest Mahon had 10 hesltatlon 1n baoklng ‘
”f4

"ﬁTVNorrest He dlSllked Klngston and respected Porrest but,‘»"'”

mhat wasmore 1mportant he was well aware that any susplolon
of outs1de 1nterferenoe Would endanger the construotlon of |
A‘the rallway by arous1ng West Australlan ohauv1n1sm. Hesawﬂ
-Klngston 's 1nterferenoe as au deep la1d plot by Adelalde
'eapltallsts 1nterested in the Northern Terrluory to dlvert -
at tention from the Trans—eontlnental rallway 1n favour.of
their own northern scheme and suggested that Western |
Australla mlvht 1n return, 1nterfere w1th South Australlan
Loan schemes and block the dlsposal to. the Oommonwealth of
the Northern Terrltory.41 | o ‘. ".. | ‘:.. ”
Wlth k! general glection 1mpend1ng at the end of 1903, B
Nahon spent the flrst quarter of'drayear 1n hlS electorate.r-'

He attended the OfflClal openlng .of the Eastern Goldflelds

N'-.‘ -

5 Unldentlfied cuttlng, 937/870.~

©y4ge, October 1903, 937/853;
Ldvertiser (Adelalde) 5. November 1903: 937/854

4 MOrnlng Herald, undated outtlng, 937/837
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sf_water scheme in January, ‘then travelied over'800 miles

| ?by coach v1s1t1ng all the main towns in the south ef his
Lelecborate and-reportlng personally on his work 1n the |
45

‘;House;_. When he returned to the State for the electlon

hln November, he feund hlmself unopposed44

and summarlsed

|,7nthe wcrk of the flrst parllament 1n a speech at Coolgardle.' :
'?He dlscussed h1s obaectlons 0 the Queensland sugar bonus, |
7then spoke of the ngh Court which e had SuppoTted because -

.‘.it was essentral and would not cost more’ than £10, OOO per

‘ﬁ'ﬁannum. He-had obJected-to the-naval subsrdy—blll because

| -7fhe wanted a lccal navy and dld not agree Wlth Klngston S

| ;":stand on bhe nav1gat10n b111 because it dld nothln

| \"
| prevent the reductlon of wages outs1de Australla. The Braddon

/...

A”clause had werked well for Western Australla and o rrest had

}_rwcrked well for the Trans ccntlnental ra:Llway.45 )

The addltlon of nlne Laber members to the House after
'.a*fthe general electlon left the partles equally dIVlded W1th -
I25,Pretect10n1sbs, 24 Freetraders and 25.Labor.b Although

I

W ening Hersld, 19 liay 1903, 937/838 R
- Coolgerdie WMiner, undated cutting, 937/856. -
‘43 See various cuttlngs, 937/834-838- B

44 5. Hackett to Togrest, 26 October 1903, in
Forrest papers 766a, Battye Library., = =
'Mohon if beaten will be by a Iabour: man
for no otherjwill trouble to conbest
“such a wanderlng seat',

4 Coolgardle Mlner, 10 December 1903, 937/862 .
S T |
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"-;party pollcy etateme

o lreasonably oonfldent of Labor support Deakln/ now prlme - .
| mlnlster, oon51dered the 31tuatlon rmposelble. In an o |
effort to tlghten his relatlone Wlth‘Labor by Show1ng them ; k"l'
-the dlffloultles of hlS p081tlon, he eelzed the flrst

'Opportunlty of handlng the government to them by taklnvﬁas
',{a'mattarof oonfldenee hws defeat on a olauee of the oonollla-

46

'ftlon and arbltratlon blll. Mahon 8 work in draftlng the

t47 and hlS recognleed ablllty made }“‘
ghlm all obV1oue oandldate for 1noluelon in the new government
Iubut Pearce, hlS fellOW'Weet Auetrallan, had almost equal
~.olalms. Watson, who was stlll able to eeleot hlS own

- mlnlstere, saw that Mahon oould obv1ously command a large
'Irleh and Gathollo vote Whlle Pearoe had no suoh obv1ous

| 'mase eupport, and announced the eeleotlon of Mahon as hlS

48 -

.Poetmaster—ceneral on 27 Aprll 1904 ‘ HlS app01ntment

"probably generated eome seotarlan hostlllty and although

he relled on Wateon s eupport ‘he deolded to eeek oonoretel'
ev1denoe of hlS 1nfluenoe W1th the Cathollc Churoh by .
N seourlng through Arohblshop Oarr of Melbourne, eV1dence of

'_'.the eupport of the popular Cardlnal Moran of Sydney. MOran

4 Sawer, Auetrallan Federaﬂ Polltloe and Law.,
(Melbourne, 1956), vol. 13" p. 58 |

47 Caucue mlnutes, T Ootober 1903 |
LS 82D, m, 1247 e




:duly obllged on l May Wlth a short letter of oongratulatlon.49".
'F In Western Australla, Mahon E app01ntment was recelved,

"~iaooord1ng to the,Mornlng Herald, 'w1thtne lrvellest

-‘satlsfaotlon' 5 The Coolgardle Mlner spoke of h1m as 'the:

]flrst labor member that Coolgardle has aoknowledged as &
.Jtrue representatlve of her 1nterests' L The Melbourne -
j5f223222§ congratulated Watson on hlS 1nd1fferenoe to ‘the
fSeotarlan rabble.52 These trlbutes were sweet but the many‘
iPersonal oongratulatory messages even sweeter, and all Werer'
‘ioarefully 118ted. It is perhaps s1gn1floant however, that"
,the only ones preeerved were thoee from Cardlnal Moran and 5 o
ArohblshOp Carr.53,_ ,-  | l.. o "
,' Although he held offloe for only six monthe, Mahon o
[ueed nis time Well §1011 yas retired on 18 July54
'changes SOOH SWBPt through the Test Australlan Post Offloe.
'In Vlotorla, however he found another problem 1n F L

Outtrlm, Sholl's Opp051te number, a crusty conservatlve Who,

ruled W1th 9 rod of 1ron and 1nelsted on the use of hlS

49 Garr to Moran, 28 Aprll 1904 Moran to Mahon, )
-1 May 1904, Mehon to Moram, .7 Mey 1904, St Mary ER
Cathedral Arohlves, Sydney /ﬁ.- - SN

50 Mornlno Herald, 27 April 1904’ 937/868.._,
L Coolgardle Miner, 25 APTll 1904’ 937/866 -
22 npibune (Melbourne) 7 May 1904, 937/1015

53 Manuscrlpt llst of. oongratulatory messagee, 937/849
Qarr to Mahon, 28 April 1904, 937/846 Moran to
Mehon, 1 May 1904, 937/847 -

54 Commonwealth Gazette, 24 September 1904, p lO6l
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tltle of Lleutenant-colonel 1n correspondence. Desplte
.‘flnstructlons from earller mlnlsters, Outtrlm deflantly
| “ﬂ:requed to recognlse service unlons and Mahon refused to -?
. recerve letters from him descrlblng fellow offlcers 1n
- offenslve terms.‘ Outtrlm offered to reslgn55 but h1s res1g-
natlon was not accepted, and the 0pp0s1t10n selzed the case
i,fffggladly as a stlck w1th Whlch 1o beat the government.56
o Although as Postmaster-General Mahon was malnly
.oconcerned w1th mall ccntracts, he took one declslon whlch |
H.';was very pOpular in Labor clrcles. The munlclpallty of Glebe,
cr'fga Sydney suburb, declared an 1ncrease 1n rates and the,rr
f;Australlan Gasllght Gompany promptly 1ncreased 1ts eharges.r
uf;When the Glebe Mnnlclpal Councll obgected that the 1ncreased'
| hf:payment for street llghtlng would crlpple 1ts flnances and
:_p¢refused 1] pay, the Gasllght Company threatened 10 cut off
[,gsupplles'u)the street llghts. Hav1ng de01ded to 1nstal
'.f¢electr101ty, the Ooun01l then sought perm1s31on from Mahon
fto hang lanterns on the telephone poles untll thelr arrange-f N
‘1 ments were completed.~ After due theught he granted the
| dappllcatlon because the company was abus1ng 1ts power as a ﬂ

- | {-monopoly.BT

The Labor government was defeated on 17 August )
"and Mahonfonce_agaln bec%me;a prlvate member. o |

i

.‘¥55 ¢.P, D., er, 1395.?:
RS CoPuDoy UKINy 2ol9 /
5T .2, D-, rx, 3327,




! th1s t1me been v1rtually forgotten 1n eastern Irlsh clrcles

Srnee the death of Parnell, Irlshfpolltlcal act1v1ty

1n Australla Had been 1n the doldrums, but the growth of .

Slnn Feln 1n Ireland rev1ved act1v1ty 1n.Austra11a. Mahon

had no patlence w1th Slnn Feln and wrote in 1908'
| I have come to unders tand the Briton
o+ better since my contact with him ev0 I
- firmly believe British ignorance of -
~ Ireland Yo _be the root cause of Irish
~ misgovernment., Remove that ignorance
-~ and the battle is won. This is where the
- Irish party [Redmomds group] has: failed,
- 1ts members should have carried their
" propaganda unceasingly into the British
- constituencies putting the Irish cause
" directly to the British worker who after
- all has no interest in keeplng Ireland
~in sub3eot10n.58 , | |

- ”Although he sponsored the establlshment in 1902 of a branoh
. ‘of the Vlotorlan Home Rule organlsatlon called the Unlted ‘.f'

| Irlsh League,59 he made no attempt to join it in Vlctorla,'

probahly because he deemed it 1neffeot1ve.ﬁ

In splte of his act1v1t1es 1n the 1880s, Mahon had by |
60

 oand uhen the need arose, a parllamentary ohamplon was sought

~e1sewhere. In 1904 Dr 0'Donnell, of the.Unlted_Irlsh League,

having readof:aLCanadian parliamentary'motionusupporting.

Mahon 40 unknown Irlsh oorrespondent
John, 20 Nay 1908, 937/176.

58

| 59 Western Argus, 1 July 1902

60 Soon after his electlon, the Cathollc Press .

(Sydney) published a:thoroughly inaccurafe
profile in whloh he was called McMahon.
Catholic Press, 29 June 1901
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Home Ruie"asked J B. Ronald, a Labor member who had been a
,;'}Presbyterlan mlnmster, to move a s1m11ar motlon 1n the House d:.
”ifonRepresentatlves. Though Ronald was S1noere1y anxious o
—;'?help the cause, he was no taotlclan and- having seoured only
"f enough tlme for hlS own 1ntroduotory speech, the motlon :
‘”flapsed. |
| | Wllllam Redmond, who was V1S1t1ng Australla in 1905,
"X*spoke to Mahon of his dlsappoxntment and asserted that &

o suocessful motlon would greatly help the oause.61

Mahon and': ‘
?hls compatrlots in parllament had hltherto sought to av01d

o the_lnevltable seotarlan bitterness oonneoted with Home

t«r'lee,tbutRedmond'shappeal-oouldnot be ignored and heug\

. _agreed $0 englneer The passage of 8 motlon supportlng Home
-Rule. Aware that hlS own well known emotlonal commltment
- oould arouse hostlllty, he induced. Redmond and Ronald to
toffer the 1ead1ng rple to ngglns,§2 a promlnent and respeoted
-Irlsh Protestant who aooepted gladly.63 Mahon hlmself aoted

as the whlp and outllned h1s proposed strategy in-a 1etter

-tO'J._Tlghe Ryan,”edltor of the Catholic Press. b4 He hOped
e Tee i = : ‘

Zl Trlbune, undd%ed outtlng, 937/1043
2

‘Ronald to ngglne, 26 June 1905 nggins
_ papers, Lok 1057/111.. S

3 ngglns to Mahon, 27 June 1905. Higgins{ .
papers, I. L., 1057/112 P

-,64 Mahon to Ryan, 9 September 1905. St Mary 8 .
Cathedral Arohlves, Sydney B _
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';‘f'W1th the oo-Operatlon of hlS supporters to pre-empt all

' fprlvate members' tlme for nearly two months ahead. The
j?f;necessary tlme could then be secured by +the W1thdrawal of
ﬁikvarlous bogus motlons. If the Opposrtlon attempted ) f111- o
~fbusber, all Irlsh members would then appeal to the Prlme
d'::Minlster for government time. o
B Mahon saw that the d1V1s1on was.the 1mportant polnt
-ofand sought to llmlt the number of speakers by hlmself
,piabstalnlng as . an example. Many members however, felt that
',H;such a debate promlsed nothlng but polltlcal embarrassmant.{ |
';”Forrest felt 'very dlsgusted W1th ngglns who, for hlS -own
:ipurposes is trying to plaoe us all 1n d1ffloulty' and urged
-:Deakln to avord a lelSlon.65 Other members 51mply av01ded i
'-‘bhe 1ssue and found & convenlent exouse for absenoe on the .
._day.66 | | R | |
| ngglns formally moved the motlon on 3 Angust under o
oa rnnnlng flre of 1nter3eotlons from a few Orange Lodge a

bsupporters. Forrest 1n reply, had 10 obgeotlon to Home

| Rule 1n pr1n01ple but d1d obaeot to some of the terms of the

o moblon, and obgeoted most emphatloally to what e desorlbed B

'-'as unoalled for 1nmerﬁﬁrence with the affalrs of another
- . . ‘ -

65 Forrest 10, Deakln, 17 August 1905. |
- Deakin papers, /LA, 1540/1720. -

. .66 cathollo Press, 26 Ootober 1905, 937/1043
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?;_ p?; 1'i.";7’ffezé-~-'
’J"f'country. Crouch of Gorlo then urged that slnce Australla
vwaSapartof the emplre, she-hadwa‘v01ee 1nﬁ1mper1a1 buslnessps'
,~;after Whlch the debate was adgourned. p vt |
' h;d_': Mahon S precautlons proved thoroughly Justlfled s1nce
l.bfthe debate actually oecupled prlvate members' time on 7
:iAugust, 31 August 28 September, 12 October and 19 October,
| ._}whlch was probably a record for a prlvate members motlon.
- _f(Only 55 of 75 members flnally voted t0 pass the motlon by-
'.337 votes to 18 but there were s1x palrs which 1ncluded

'-i;Reld, Forrest and Klngston'GT

Most of the leaders of the
"Hbuse, 1nclud1ng Deakln, were in favour.68 'The opponents

and abstalners Were castlgated V1olent1y in the Gathollo

: faccused of wrltlng the. artlcle. 9 There cal however, be
- _.11ttle doubt that he d1d at 1east 1nsp1re 1t.7°,
As a prlvate member Mahon found time to pursue his

'prlvate,lnterests. He - had been one of the flrst 1nvestors

o1 Co P D., XXVIII, 3818. ngglns gave Mahon much
. of The credit for. the result. Higgins to Redmond
10 December 1905, Photocopy from Redmond papers,
Dublln, held by author. o

| .68 Both sides sought 0 1mpllcate Deakln for their -
~.0Wn purposes; sethntervlew w1th D. Haln. Deakln o
papers, N.L.A. 1540/58/3.o e, TRy TR T £

69 Cathollo Press, 19 October. 1905. C P, D., XXVIII,

'-70 Whlle all this was g01ng on, Mahon earned a curious
~ kind of fame by,negotlatlng the ‘pardén of the last
Imperial convict in Australia, a Fenian called James
‘Kielly. Cuttings from Southern Cross (Adelaide)
- and West Australian, 937/852% o




1_b;?ln James Patrlok Garvan's Cltlzens InsuranoelCompany 1n the" g
'ftf;i1880s and When Garvan s son John Joseph, 1now managlng thﬁ
f';;;srenamed Mntual Llfe and Oltlzens Company, drmpvered the

fffeconnectlon, the two men began a oorrespondenCe Wthh 1asted h

'rrfat least untll 1917-‘ Mahon had SOld his orlglnal shares

f;iln Melbourne in the 1890s but now purchased a new block, on,f J
'dfthe strength of whloh he 301ned a looal board of dlreotors t

. r.ffor Western Australla.71

lishon and’Garvan shared a common ;:
'fqrilnterest in flnanoe and Garvan obv1ously sa Mahon asfaf .
;valuable ally in proteotlng the 1nterests of the oompany,
but the full extent of Mahon s co-Operatlon remalns obsourezv
'f5s1nce only one side of the correspondence has surV1ved. |
Slnoe the New South wales defeotlons of the 1890s,
': the Labor movement had always been prone to dlstrust polltl-
?olans but hltherto, the Commonwealth members had been glven
a falrly free hand. FollOW1ng the defeat of the Labor .
'fgovernment Isaacs and s%me other radlcals sought and reoelved
? promlse of an electoral a111ance from Watson for the defeat o
_of the Reld-Maolean government ThlS 1mmed1ate1y fanned
susplclon and the trlinnlal oongress of the party in. July
1905 put the polltlolans 1n thelr plaoe by forblddlng

alllanoes and W1thdraw1ng the party 1eaders power of

o
.

NhCorquodale to author quotlng Mo Lis C

71
| reoords, 15 September 1967, op.crt. |




-.::patronage 1n app01ntments to the mlnlstry.’ Mahon was

1o”appo1nted as a delegate to the congress but arrlvlng late
‘ﬁxllgfound that there were already six West Australlan delegates
,rftand he was therefore 1ne11g1ble.72 There is no ev1dence %o
fﬁ,;show whether th1s curlous 1noldent was due to a. muddle, &
f?h;ioalculated snub by hlS enemles or k taotloal move 10 get
x'rld of a Watson supporter, but there is 1nd1rect ev1denoe
'7ofto suggest that 1t nay have been more slgnlfloant than it

;;seemed. A few days 1ater the Oathollc Press publlshed 8

lllsoathlng artlole on’ the conferenoe alleglng that it was
,isdomlnated by polltlclans, that the equal representatlon’of
“hfStates was undemooratlc, that resolutlons for the abolltlon |
at:fof the Braddon olause and for a land tax were an attaok on.
7‘State rlghts and that- the decls1on to leave the seleotlon |
‘tgof mlnasters to caucus was an 1nsult to'Watson.73 lf Mahon 5 o

qg_,exclus1on from the congress was mallolous, th1s artlole

*fm_was the sort of response whloh mlght have been expeoted of

a.;hlm, but this oannot be pFoven.

7 OfflClal report of the thlrd Commonwealth
- Polltloal Labor Congerenoe, Melbourne, 1905
B 0dtholic Press, 20 1y 1905, 937/982,

| -74 The suggestion of Mahon s hand depends on the. faots,
that he was friendly with the editor of the Catholic
~ Press and sometlmes wrote for it; that there is a
. copy. of the artlole in his papers: which are usually
. elther by or about.hlm' that the article cites West
_,;Australlan examples, ‘that he was a personal frlend of
Watson. _
" 0n the other hand, he had supported hoth the Braddon B
,*olause and a land tax and usually opposed the ory of

~ State rlghts.




Mahon Spent March of 1906 in h1s electorate75 and-d

‘V' tunned to Perth early 1n Aprll to 301n the‘West Australlan:
‘ffﬂelttlngs of the royal oomm1s51on on ocean shlpplng serv1ce,.

| f3ato Whlch he had been app01nted 1n August 1905 because of hls'

“ 1"£exper1ence a8 Poetmaster-General with ma11 contraots.76 .

| i&f..The Irlsh Natlonal Party had despatched further GHVOYS o
°lffAustra11a 0 raise funds and on 12 Aprll JOS@Ph DeVllﬂ and

:;;ﬁJ T Donovan reached Fremantle to be greeted by an Irlsh

1

Jf;receptlon party including Mahon. _ He took no further part

f?”jln thelr act1V1t1es 1n Weetern Australla but travelled Wlth |

',f::'them to Melbourne and publlshed a proflle of Devlln in the

8

MhhﬁfﬁCathollo Press. Although he is rarely mentloned in d

;’”lPUbllShed accounts of the receptlon of the delegates one

'fhﬁmember of parllament at least thought flt to apologlse to

figmahon for hlS absence from a parllamentary luncheon on 26
-nf?fJuly.79 The notebooks of Herhert Brookes oontaln a curlous :
| dhstory of 1ntr1gue and oounter 1ntr1gue over Mahon 8 attempt B
: h'to secure a seat on the floor of the House for Mlohael

I”Dav1tt, Since Dav1tt 8 last VlSlt was in 1895 this obv1ouely

™~

75-Morning' Herald, 15'28"Maroh 1906,

| 176 Morning Herald, 4 April 1906..

7 f77 Morning Herald, 13 Aprll 1906.
% Catholic Press, April 1906 937/1040. R
:?79 Bruce Smlth to Mahon, l4 August 1906 937/248'-.




.ﬂ]rfrefers toan unsuooessful attempt to honour Devllnl$9;: ‘ -
| i' Mahon had always been soeptloal of the value of the
~dQueensland sugar 1nduetry, but had reluotantly aooepted thel:l
| aoonoe531ons made to Queenoland over the Paolflo Island o |
' 'Jtalaoourers as the only way of aoh1ev1ng a de51rable end.~ He.".
saw the 1ntroduotron of sugar bountles however, as an .'
| 1n3ustloe to hlS oonstltuents and henoeforth attaoked Queens-‘—
land whenever p0831ble. He foueht the sugar bounty blll -
bltterly in 1905 and secured some restrlotlon of 1ts |
duratlon.81 In Deoember 1905 he used an 1ndlsoreet epeech
by the premier of Queensland as an excuse for assertlng that”f" .
the other States were benn;bled to pander to Queensland 82
on l6 June 1906 he once again attaoked 2 proposal bv |
| Queensland that the Commonwealth should pay to repatrlate
the Kanakas: |
T thlnk that. the States whloh derlve
1o benefit from the Suger bonus but
which on the other hand contribute very
heavily towards it, have done enough for S
Queensland without being robbed and |

7[exp101ted in the manner suggested 3

ThlS and hlS many other J taoks on Queensland 1rr1tated the T

80 Deakrn papers, V.1 A., 1540/58/3 InterViGWf
' with Samuel Mauger, p 2. e e T
8L ¢, .B.D., TIX, 6884,

82 Ibid., 7436,

83 . r-n., XXXI, 325 / -




_am§Queensland members of hlS oW party and probably contrlbuted

};;:to hls 1noreas1ng unpopularlty.‘_ - 1” - /:j
Mahon's unpopularlty, often notloed by polltlcal

84 probably arose from many sources, not least his

- t?wrlters,
| f*etone in debate. Sometlmes the words themselves seem to
. oarry 11ttle stlng, but hlS manner obvlously gave offenee.‘
© 0n the-tarlff b111 in 1902 vhe spoke of-Alan'Maclean flndlng
-T'the llne of duty 001n01d1ng w1th the 11ne of polltlcal o
. self-lnterest' 5 'Of the. Governor-General's establlshment,
t“-he'saldf . | -
FE .HlS salary is a very handsome one, and 1f
« ' he chooses to spend it on the society
- people of Toorak and Potts Point, that -
-~ is.his lookout. I believe he is a very -
~ liberal man but I have not heard of any -
- large grants being given by him to
| charities or educational 1nst1tutlons.
',-f‘The last remark brought three angry protests and Barton
':”referred 119 1t ponderously as a 'terrlble asperS1on‘ 8§ On
Ar? the Judlclary blll in 1903 he 301ned issue with MoCav.
[He] will take the stand usually adopted
~and see that the 1nterests of Castlemalne
are not overlooked,

Is that a falr taunt, replled McCay, is -
4t not rather small. |

84 Punoh (Melbourne) 9 Jume 1904, 937/857,
poE of him as 'a master of flouts and

giges's .

8 ¢.p.0., VIII, 10769,

8 .2.0., X, 12259 // - : o
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Poss1b1y 1t 1s, answered Mahon,\l w1ll IR
- not {igpute that the honorable and
learned member 1s an author1ty.,7 |

| jf’fOn 28 October 1904 even George Reld plalntlvely descrlbed |

,:gMahon s remark that Australla would have been. blessed 1f

r,@the Prlme Minlster had been born dumb, as very bltter' 881'-"h

f;;SUCh o’.tbes could be quoted ad 1aus eam Whether dlreeted 2%

\fithe Opposltlon or h1s own party. When other members made'}
}7fs1m11ar.remarks, they Would be consldered the normal
'iiceurtes1es of debate, but w1th Mahon they were dlfferent
| The defeat of the Kalgoorlle 50 Port Augusta rallway.t;
,snrvey blll 1n the Senate Was greeted in Western Australlan
’":as a revelatlon ef eastern treachery and a blll for |
| seoess1on, Whlch had lapsed 1n the Leglslatlve Assembly,
- was rev1ved. Forrest s leeral Party selzed the Opportunlty,-
'and hastlly attempted 40 organlse a West Australlan party
89

-r“to gapltallse on the dlscontent in the general eleetlons.,,.b

,Porrest optlmlstlcally belleved that he eould w1n three

'ffSenate seats, three seats 1n the House of Representatlves

90”‘]. -

h_and could shake up both Mahon and Fraser of Kalgoorlle.
:87'CIP:D.,“XIII,'1149 Mahon later apologlsed, 1154.
8¢9, $HIII, 6313, -

g 89 J.R.M. Murdoch: 'The Western Australlan party in the |
1906 federal elections' jin Australlan Journal of
‘Politics and Hlstogl, August 1967, e

-90 Porrest to Deakln, 26 Nay 1902 (sle. 19069)
Forrest papers, Battyeﬁmlbrary, 664,




“c=f;ﬂh,Mahon 1eft for Nestern,Australla a8 S00n as $he House

L was prorogued on 5 November, and the electlon campalgn

91

3;;0pened on lO November. ~ The theme of the campaign wes the :

'-_:;grlevances of Nestern.Australla, and in hlS flrst Speech

‘ a:he made an uncompromlslng afflrmatlon of hlS bellef 1n Y

:';'.federatlon, stlgmatlslng the‘Nest Australlan.Party as 'alf B
dl;mdellrlous proaect‘ 9_, Nahon had hoped to be unopposed but ,.\'d

”d,?vForreet, 0pt1m1st1c about the State rlghts issue, and b1tterly-
’obresentlng the near monopoly of'West Anstrallan seats by

,&ﬁLabor, 1nduced J W. Archlbald Mahon e Opponent of 19@1’ f_,;- E

93

T try agaln. 'Archlbald attenpted to eppeal o local -

'rchauvlnlsm in accordance w1th Forrest's 1deas. Mahon;-he'_ o
*-;sald, subordlnated the 1nterests of hlS constltuents tc tbe S

:1ntereets of a pclltlcal party controlled in the east and

_had consequently serlously neglected the electorate.94 |

.Slnce Mahon was a partlcularly good constltuency man, thls

””charge fell flat and Mahon 1n reply was- able to appeal | fj"'
_“:fstrongly to the old local pregudlces by deecrlblng Archlbaldt

| lfﬁas representatlve of a party domlnated heart and soul by | }

95,

. Forrest.‘_ ln November he oovered the dlstrlcts north of

| 79 Kalgoorlle Niner, 10 November 1906 o
. L Kalgoorlle Mlner, 17 November 1906
P IR

u'f94 Kalgoorlle Mlner, 20 November 1906

- .95 Kalgoorlle Miner, 22 November 1906., Forrest hadr B
~ been incautious enough tdystete publicly that he ,---
" wented his party to obeyhim. His subsequent
"-.w1thdrawolwas, of courseu greeted cynlcally.,




:"Kalgoorlle, returnlng to Coolgardle on the 28th.96.

e Ny |
ej;'then made a qulck v151t to Geraldtong7 and returned to

f-Q :Coolgerd1e for a flnel 301nt meetlng with Pearce before

:'fnthe poll on 12 December.98 When the resulte were announced

o on 13 December, Mahon had 1nereased hlS magorlty t0 over

'4 000 -and hed won every polllng booth except Coolgardle
‘ﬁ-tand Malcolm.99 With hls parllamentery future bl assured
-,f;for another three;yeare, he left for Melbeurne»on 14

) 'Decenber}100

96 Kalgoorlle Mlner, 30 November 1906
| I yorning Herald, 7 Deeember 1906,
r‘98 Kalgoorlle Miner, 12 December 1906
e Mornlng Hereld, 14 December 1906, - |
.100 Kalgoorlle Mlner, l4yPecember 1906
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~ Dhe Mide Turns ,

G

Mahon s'success in the general electlon seemed to
'1nd1cate that h1s star was in the ascendant but the . 1nf1uences
‘whldh.ledaleier on to the near collapse of hlS career were
already at work., His pragmatlc approech to polltlcs was not
'out of place: in the party of 1901 but among the new men of
1903 WeTe many young ambitious machlne men. who-saw'heresy
“in his unorthodox adtltudes and env1ed h1s pos1t10n Wlthln :
the perty. With the Labor party in a mlnorlty, however, |
hls experlence was 1mportant and the opp051t10n to h1m .
remalned hldden.{,. | |

In January 1907 Cerdlnal Moran 1nv1ted Mehon to  '
'dellver the tradltlonal St Petrlck's commemoratlon address

“_1n Sydney,1 and efter v1s1t1ng Bethurst w1th Senator Needham |
for e.Hbme Rule speech on 19 M‘erch2 he returned to Sydney
to speak on 6 Aprrl. 2H1s_theme;wes the pOS1tlcn of Cethollcs
in Australia, Although in Treland the faith ws virtuslly

.lindistiﬂguishable from the National cause, he oiaimedffhac

- 1o prlest needed 10 pertlclpete in Australlan politics |

because in sPlte of ??e unnecessary stupldltles of Protestent

| sect&rlanlsm,Australlans were becomlng 1ncreas1ngly tolerant

1 Moran to Mahon, @ January 1907, 937/200.3\
2 Bathurst Dally Argus, 19 March 1907, 937/1042/

i
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o of other oreeds.; There was now. a worldW1de reoognltlon ’

o that the Irlsh sought only self government, not the right

' i.to perseoute Protestants, and the Home Rule resolutlon

~'2;shOWed that thls was aooepted also 1n.Australla., He oondemned

| ﬁ,,the polltloal 1nfluenoe w1elded by Ir Dill Mackey's Protestant_

”'_EVDefenoe League, castlgated 1ts reoent manlfesto and oonoluded

| :jfby e appeal for unlty among those struggllng for ‘The
'_fffreedom of Ireland.B‘ When the §ydney,Morn1ng Herald acoused

'fnifhlm of unneoessarlly ra1s1ng a seotarlan bogey, he entered

',ﬂlnto an 1nconolus1ve tu quoq_e argument w1th the Herald in

j,glts oorrespondenoe oolumns.Ar His own party sald nothlng,

‘i-~gbut the speeoh must have helped to arouse the latent

:fProtestant preaudlce of some members who were probably
| offended further when he announoed at the openlng of a
'oonnent 3 few days later, that the. Labor party was not

"opposed 40 the malntenanoe and suooess of a%Oathollo sohool

‘system.5

Although Mahﬁn had long shown aotlve 1nterest in the o
affalrs of Brltlsh New Gulnea, his- 1nterest in the app01nt-

ment of J.H.P. Mhrray to- the Lleutenant-Governorshlp oould
[ | -

N

3 Notes for speeoh, 957/22

'4 Unldentlfled outtlng, 937/895, Gathollc
‘Press, 18 Aprll 1907, 931/897.

2 Unldentlfled outtlng, 937/909
- i )
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fksisoubefnisinterpretedland probab1y'wss.-ﬂThezcomnonwealth
';hsdtscquired thelTerritOry in 1901. '-Mahon'hadlactiteiy
n;supported the motlon for eccepte.nce6 and in the subsequent
'?debates on. the Papua bill hed secured a cheuse prov1d1ng
-a fund 1ev1ed on ‘the land revenue for the support of aged
~-and destitute nstlves.7' After flve years of 1nterregnum .
fculmlnatlng in a royal commlsslon to 1nvest1gate bltter
; 1nternal,feuds, the.reorganlsed-admlnlstratlon had been
.:temborarily placed‘under'the control of Murrsy who, brought
J-% up in the neutral atmosphere of a mixed marriage, hed volun- |
f’tarlly returned to the Catholic church. The_permanent.
| app01ntment as_Lreutenant-Governor was alsoicovetedby Miles
' -Stsniforth'snith, a Kaléoorlie cOntemporsry of M&hon's who
3'had reslgned his seat in the Senate to take a subordlnate
- pos1tlon in Pepua in the belief that he held a V1rtual
promlse from Deakln of app01ntment over Murray s head.
Smlth was a JOVl&l extrovert wWho saw hlmself, W1thout much
reason, as a born leader, but Murray and Mahon shared a
.common 1nterest in things Irlsh and had nany personallty.

_trarts in common. Mahon's role in the compllcated back—

| stalrs 1ntr1gue which flnally secured the pos1tlon for Murray

. 6 CoPoDlo’. VI’ 74’20'
T ..., XV, 3008,
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"7Lie-net-clear,8 but in November 1908 Murray was t°1d by 2 an '.

E te

*ﬁf]lndependent observer how much he owed t0 Mehon s con31etent

9

:f;fadvocacy and the two men later became i frlends

| Mehon S abeorptlon w1th Cathollc end Irlsh effelrs
,{ cont1nued even after the beglnnlng of the se551on. Mirs Eva-
'-;‘O'Dohertv, who had been the poetess of the Young Ireland |

| Ierty in 1848, had marrled,Dr KeV1n IzodIO'Dohertv and

"fiafter migrating to- Queenslend had been 1eft 1n genteel

;f”poverty-by the deavh of her husbend-ln 1905 | Her-pllght.
f eroused all Mehon s mystical netlonallem and after wrltlng
| .artlcles on behelf of a fund for her- support,11 he undertook
“lecture tours on behalf of the fund in South Ametralla in
December 1907 and in Tasmanla-ln March 1908 13
All thle ‘activity on behalf of causes 1rre1event 0

federal polltles_provlded-ammunltlom for hls-enemles,‘and as

early as mpril'1907hieffriemds in Western Australia were

° J.K. Ia Nauze, Alfred Deakln.. ggplltloal blogreRJE

(Melbourne, 1967), wiich contains the only extemsive
account of the negotiations makes no mention of him. =

| 9 N. Neilsen, M.D.A., Eo Mahon, 26 November 1908, 937/201
10 Bva O'Doherty to Mehbn, T September 1907, 937/204 |

\ll Unldenmlfled cuttlng, 937/950.,.: 
1280 uthern Gross (Adelalde) 6 Deoember 1907 937/1039

1% yogitor (Tawncestoy), 21 March 1908, 937/1037;
- TTTuminated address, from United Irish League
“held by Mrs Sherland - o

//
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»"'ffobllged to deny publlcly that he had falled to help the -

;j'candldate in the dlfflcult Swen electorate durlng the |

o general electlons of 1906.‘ The wrlter of & proflle 1n

Melbourne Punoh in December 1908 announced emphetloally |

| Wthat- S

Mzhon is the fiercest of bigots., He is
a:Roman Catholic who hates those who are -
not of his faith with a deep -hatred ...
There is no doubt that Mahon has been

made %o pay for his rellglous bigotry.

In Caucus, in Parliement, in the country,

- wherever he goes, Oppos1t10n and enmlty ,
‘dog him. 14 |

Had Mahon been more oon0111etory, he would perhaps |

~ have dlsarmeq the 0pp0s1t10n bt hls‘healtn Wes_often poor
and illness.exeoerbeted his aggressiveptemperement.i Onin"
- September'1907, while he was supportingta motion'to'give |
preoedenOe_to government business, Charles Fneser'of-
Kelgoorlie, an ambitious young unionooffioial'who had
supplanted Klrwen in 1903, 1nter3ected sneerlngly thet Mehon
Would have thought 0therw1se had a Home Rule motlon been on

the notice paper. Angrlly, Mehon replled that Fraser's

I .
14 Punch (Melbourne) 24 Deoember 1908, 937/1181.
The portrait is absurdly exaggerated. Mshon had.
Protestant friends (e.g., Walter Malcolmson,
J.C. Watson), and his family were sometimes
worried about his f%llglous position, but he
shared to the fulljthe ghetto mentality of the
church at the. time and saw sectarianism sometimes
“where it did not exist. The main reasons for- ,
‘opposition and enmlty were his aggressive treatment
of opponents and the fact that he did not gladly

suffer fools whether: Protestant or Cathollo. |
il . .

Y




i.;_1908, wag one of hlS least effeotlve performances. Hls onlyi_
51--oontr1but10n was on the second day when he Opposed any
'?ffiexemptlon from the proposed federal 1and tax heoause th1s

.'udseems ourlously perfwmﬁOry. He showed no 1nterest 1n other

Vf*}under instructions from hls own State organlsatlon which had"

96

f

'Ff:ilnterpeotlon was both 1rre1evant and.lmpertlnent andaoldly
'Qn‘adv1sed my young and preooolous frlend to keep qulet' 15 ‘
.*:flThls was, of oourse, E! dangerous tone t0 take w1th a member
bf:hstlll in h1s twentles, Who was already regarded as the '-|
ft.leader of a m111tant party cave. . Clearly, Mahon had nade
;[';a dangerous enemy "_'J
" Mahon s posltlon mlght have been strengthened had he

.}Qppald more attentlon to the party machlne, but hls one and

2 'only appearanoe at a natlonal oonferenoe, in Brlsbane 1n o

u

-:uwould make 1t a class tax.16 In the mlnutes, hlS attltude
']ditoplos and 1n speaklng to the motlon he was obv1ously aotlng

.'resolved agalnst exemptlons 1n 1ts annnal conferenoe of
.;1905 1 It 1s dlfflcult 0 understand why he should have |
X concluded hlS speech by doubtlng the need at present for
- the Gommonwealth to 1mpose taxatlon when, only two months

later, he was seeklng oanous permlss1on t0 move for the

s i
flnanolng of defence preparatlons by.dlreotltaxatlon,18

5 4,2.0., XXXVIII,,?BOO.

16 Official report of the fourth Commonwealth
- Political Labour Conference, Brlsbane, I§-8.

17 Westrallan‘Worken, 14 July 1905,
18 Caucus mlnutes,”l7 September 1908

..lr;‘ o
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; The return of thlrty-two supporters of Reid's anti-
h 3001ellst war cry had worrled the Labor Party and under ,
.;IWateon 's lead, 1t was prepared to support Deakin's minority
'protectlonlst party rather then rlsk gevennlng elone.
-Flsher, appomnted leader lete in 1907, 1acked Wateon S sklll
1n meneglng hlS perty, and late in 1908 caucus decided that
_-more wes_to be-gelnedaby aeceptlng office in'its own right
;pittheakin's-eupportt"0n=6 November, Fisher formally |
Wi thdrew suppOrt:endon'll'November the Deakin government
_feeigned..cauous met to select ministers on”lQ‘Novemben and
after Watson hed sought uneuccesefully to leave the selection
"to Flsher, Flsher and McGregor were selected without a
vbellot;~ The meetlng then adaourned till the afternoon wheni
Pearce,‘ﬁuéhee,.Tudor, Betchelor,-Mahon*and‘HutchinSOn'were
'Weelected; Although 1o VOting'figures.were-recorded,lone .
can perhaps guess from the order of names in ‘the mlnutes thet
“Mehon did not poll well, but his long experlence end his
;Oathellc follow1ng were stlll 1mportant %0 a perty w1thout
“a safe meger1ty.19 |
o In. an otherwise entirely froteetentiminietryQVMehon!s'-
appointment as minister for Home Affairs in charge of the
publie.eenvice inevitablyﬂéroueed allegations of sectarian.

influence. On 15 December J.M. Fowler, member for Perth,

|

It .

19 taucus minutes,.12 November 1908.

i



{.‘nannounoed‘hlsres1gnatlon from the party/to a meetlng of
i:-*hls‘West Australlan colleagues on the ground that one
'.imember had been squeezed 1nto the Cablnet because of hlsr'
) '1”cre11g10n.1 Fowler was obv1ously Jealous but Mahon, always; |
-7:sens1t1ve; 1mmed1ately sought and secured assurance from
Wabson that he had not urged h1s own. app01ntment in 1904,
,On the contrary, added'Watson, the only pressure of any sort
_had been exerted by Fowler.zo Therevls-no reason to doubt
ﬁwamson S den1a1 but Fowler 5 charge contalned some truthu

*Mahon was clearly Cablnet materlal on his own merlts but

f'Watson, as an experlenced polltlclan, must surely have taken

 some account of h1s ablllty to attract s Cathollc vote. The

;‘1ncreased stature of Pearce 1n 1908 made the problem more ,[
.‘dlfflcult., The 1nclus1on of two'West Australlans in the
';.Cablnet must have been hard 10 Justlfy and the only p0551b1e
'Ireasons for the 1nclu81on of Mahon were hlS ministerial

‘.experlence and the 1mportance attached to hlS 1nfluence w1th
l:the Irlsh Cathollc communlty o | | |

In splte of Mahon's apparent absorptlon Wlth Cathollc

g nd Irlsh affalrs, he wa.s stlll one of the more effectlve 1
f members of hlS party. HlS speeches, though usually short, i

were always substantlal because hlS Journallstlo tralnlng |

0 Correspondence between Mahon and Watson,
18-29 December 1908, 937/17-19

o



'jnédftaughs-nimcompression. In the budget/ﬁebate of 1907,\

.J\..‘

'_f.’for 1nstancé, w1th1n the - compass of & relatlvely short

| \t?5speech, he attaoked the New South Wales government over the

L Federal Capltal negotlatlons, submltted a proposal for an
'fﬁpofflolal oondensatlon of Hansard to e publlshed 1n the |

"ﬂfpreSSs castlgated Queensland over the sugar bountles alleglng

"” 7”that the pollcy had n0% made the 1ndustry whlte and oomplalned

s fub0th of mlsrepresentatlon in. 1mmlgl”at1On propaganda and the
o_lmmlgratlon of surplus labour, then opposed ) proposal for
3;ﬁflnan01ng old age penslons by special taxes ‘on tea and

_ffker051ne, sought spe01a1 oonsaderatlon for'Western Australla

r.,;}ln the nav1gat10n blll, oastlgated the 1noreas1ng expendlture

i

‘.?¥'ofState~governments_and;thelr use3of_phe_PTem1ers Qonfer-
-“}gnsés'aﬁa oonoludedfwiph a sauagefattaon;onﬁFornestfsp-;'
'.adminiSﬁration-of'defenoe."ForfeSﬁiwasﬁfuriouspbut_even )
'-'Joseph%oook“oongratulated Mahonon'a1Weli p'repacced:.speeoh.21
On l5e0otober 1907; whan he. made'another of his periOdio'
~attacks on Queensland, Flsher, although 1nter3ect1ng angrlly
:throughout, also oongratulated h1m.22' | | |
His portfolio was not of maaor 1mportanoe and although
| he had llttle opportunlty to develOp any slgnlfloant llne

of pollcy during hls.slx %pnths of_offloe,-he.stlll-earned_'

2L 6,20, THnIE, 3210.,

22 G.2.D.,y XD, 4650, 4753.
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'_:'comm1851oner, whlle reaectlng hlS request for an aselstant.

rHe also reorganlsed the s1ck 1eave arrangements ‘

EE Il ‘ '."' - V- ‘~ B . ) R ) s o . . . . ) . ' .
P (VPR S : | : 100
B L . |‘ . .‘\ . ‘ . ..- . ‘ . N

.-;;hlgh pralee as 8 mlnlster.~ Asminieter'in'oharge of the

\.};publlo servlce, he drafted new regulatlons on the polltlcal t
‘lorlghts of 0fflClalS, brought in a new publlc service blll,.

“.looneldered the future organlsatlon of the post offlce and

renewed the app01ntment of D.C, McLachlan, the publlc serv1oe
23

24

and gave

"u.scant encouragement to propoeals for a superannuatlon scheme.2

- Hav1ng concluded the negotlatlons for the tranefer of the
‘:Federal Capltal, he sought to convert 0pponente of the ,

: Canberra 81te by eetabllshlng a camp from mhlch they could
'explore the terrltory, but found llttle support.26 To one -

| polltlcal commentator -

| The most obvious feature 6f the new ]'
Ministry is its absolute harmlessness ese
The permsnent heads of the departments
are virtual ministers of state +os UL o4s
Colonel Miller is not the Minister of -
Home Affairs. He is merely the secretary
$0 the department.., Mahon remembers

_that and acts accordtngly.27
u

The opinion was confirmed in 1910 by Alfred Deakln in cr1t1- o

crslng personal sketchee of Tabor Party 1eaders 1n an

Engllsh paper: 'Mahon who %s omltted Was dlstlnctly the

W

23 Calden: Career Servlce (Melbourne, 1967), p.89;. |
*4 gerald, 19 March 1909, 1931/1007.

23 Leader (Melbourne) 3Apr11 1909, 937/1269

26 Yarious cuttings, 937/1169. *

27 Unldentlfled_outtlng,,937/1182.
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ablest admlnlstrauor of. the lagt cab1net'l28 .MA o L

B
>

p Mahon onee agaln spent the recess on Irish affalrs

.jﬁend on. 14 Februery made hlS ﬁlrst speech to the Unlted Irlsh

Hf'League at thelr annuel plcnlc. He‘ehewed,hls contempt for

| 43_hle enem;eS-ln-acoeptlng the 1nvitatien°

” ~ You know how falr and even generous -
,Auetrallans are oo As to the minority
- which might object, it does not seem

that ones abstention from such movements -
is llkely Yo mltlgate thelr 1ntoleranoe...

29

l'iBy then he was probably well awere of the hoetlllty to

':,_hlmself w1th1n the Perty, but the speech, fer from belng an
;apology, was a ohellenge. He regretted his 1nab111ty 0
,aeoept prev1ous 1nv1tat10ns and was ponderouely Joculer
 eabout the hes1tant 1nv1tatlon Whlch he had recelved this

| ;tlme. He had, he said, suspeeted some dangep-but could see

- none but motorecareand-'a'eergo of humenity' here a fortnight
efago 'wearlng red necktlee, rlbbons and e fer001oue expre381on'

L,He saw 1o perll in a mlnleter 356001at1ng W1th Irish

sympathleers.. He admlred the freedom w1th Whlch the hlghest

'AOfficee'in Australla were open to the humbleet 01tlzen;

every one had an 1nterest mn preserv1ng that freedom and 10

word or ectlon of hlS would ever con501ously 1mpa1r it since

28 Deakin to Jebb, 2 Junevl910 Jebb;PaPerS?-
 N.Luk., 339/63-73. 0

29 Mahon to O'Donnell, 25 January 1909, 937/206

0
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f{tlglt was valuable not only to Australla but the Emplre.

'"ff;fnustrallan publlo men had, therefore, a dut§ t0 support

Tlt«Ireland 1n order to strengthen the emplre’for the t1tanlo
r ';struggle whloh-wae loomlng.' He then launohed 1nto a long J
Lnattack on the phy31oal foroe advooates in Ireland and
_conoluded by reoommendlng to them the example of the Austra-
.',llan Labor Party.30 : |
_ He attended many other Cathollo functlons in the reoese
“and on 18 Maroh 1nduced moet 'of the Oabrnet to attend the |
qf,St Patrlok's day oelebratlone in Melbourne where the Governor—
; General was the maln epeaker.3ﬁ Later in the year -he was
_:ﬂpersonally thanked by the Vloar General of the dlooeee of
f.qulbourne for his loyal aseretanoe and great eupport durlng
p‘the absenoe overseas “of the Arch.blehop.32 |
o Durlng the recess Deakin at laet abandoned hlS efforts
i“to maintain a centre party.  He would have preferred to
- gssoclate w1th Labor but, unable 0 aocept thelr maohlne
'“teohnlques, reluctantly amalgamated with the FreeTrade Party
led by Joseph Cook. Yith a etrong unltod 0pp031t10n at |
.last Labor's future was apparently gloomy and Mahon selzed

the Opportunlty before the House opened of making & “tour of

30 -
Advooate, 20 February 1909
'3 Age, 19 March 1909, 937/881. -

| :'32 Dean Patrlck Phelan/to Mahon, 4 June 1909, 937/219.
y
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- 'pfhls electorate to consolldate h1s pOSltlon.. He spoke'often" )

o~

| Ll*but all h1s speeches revolved round WO themes whlch he

@

vdelaborated at the Fremantle Trades Hall on 28 Aprll. The

o 1ncreas1ng threat of German naval expanslon had motlvated

‘proposals to present arDreadnought_to‘the Royal Navy“ Mahon |
| _‘deoried'what'he termed awpanic and argued'thatiin any'life
 ; or death struggle, overseas Brltaln would certalnly place

. 1ts whole resources at the dlsposal of the Motherland. His

-;‘second theme Was’ an attack on the State rlghts cry, a defence
lof the Gommonwealth government and a bltter condemnatlon
iaof the system of Premlers' Oonferences whlch Were, he sald,
i pan excrescence on the constltutlon.BB. | |
Mehon's v1ews on.defence Were extraordlnary in a man
of hlS background but, in thellght of hlS less 1nh1b1ted
-speeoh at Mornlngton, there is no reason to belleve he was

-‘not sincere. His views were greeted w1th respect even by

'-;the°conservat1ve-West Australlan, bt one wonders whether -_;”

there was equal respect 1n the party of Whlch Deakln wrote.
18" magorlty is not loyal and a very |
strong minority is openly disloyal, Watson
was & mild imperialist, but Fisher 1s not
even that, except under pressure 34

As soon as the House met on 26 May, Deakln moved what

amounted $o a vote of no confldence. Flsher sought &

| / |
-33 West Australlan, 29 Aprll 1909, 957/1010
',34 Deakln to Jebb, 2 June 1910, 0Ds 01t.
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of?.dlssolutlon and When 1t was refused, res1gned on 29 May

“fg#leav1ng the fu51on government £0 take offloe on 29 June.

| :}'AS a prlvate member, Mahon oontlnued the oampalgn agalnst

-IJ%gState pressure on the federal government whloh had started

_'Lln Western Australla. On the adaournment motlon on 30 July,

"”,he aooused the mlnlstry of lowerlng the dlgnlty of federatlon

lf.n;by dlsousslng federal natters with, State polltlolans who have‘

,;no oonstltutlonal rlghts in regard t0 them.35‘ Durlng the

'_,'fOotober, he argued that the Gommonwealth should take over |

- 'State debts 1n order that the idea of State soverelgntJ should ﬂ

bffffbe done away W1th.- He objected to the agreement about return |

:ﬂi}of revenue beeause 1t sought to- blnd the Commonwealth in

'Vperpetulty and enoouraged State extravaganoe.36; |

| Mahon's concern for the prestlge of the Commonwealth |

’]was acoompanled by 8 s1mllar oonoern for the prestlge of
_parllament.- In 1904 he had questloned the'rlght of the

'*Speaker, Slr Frederlok Holder, as an offloer of the House,

to aooept 2 salary from The exeoutlve between parllamen.ts.37

 After embarrass1ng the government and being overruled, he with-

drew but olung t0 the p01nt and ralsed it agaln w1th equal

lack of success in September 1909 38

35 CoPoDo, .I.I, 1898- ' f, .
% .. ¢.P.D., LII, 438L.-
’l 6.p.B., TVIII, 686.

% 6.B.D., 1L, 2893, {, :
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Durlng the aorlmonlous debate on the app01ntment of |
~Hfa Speaker after the death of Slr Frederlck Holder, the Clerk :
LitOf the House, who Was taklng the chair in the absenoe of |
‘fpithe Speaker, attempted to resolve ta; deadlock w1th a oastlng |
| 7lm'vote. The next day Mahon moved a pr1v1lege motlon seeklng
.g.to have the 1noldent expunged from the record as a dangerous o
':fllprecedent but was defeated 20—32 in a=d1v1s1on.39,f”_. f .'?i'
‘ Mahon's campalgn for the general electlon of Aprll
tul9lO was launohed at a civie reoeptlon 1n Coolgardie on 12 |
”Btmmm.Anm@hmammmdmmawamWrWMdm‘-*”
loontenient be‘hlm, it would not be good for the electorate .f
;beeause he would have 10 opportunlty T0 oonsult hlS oonstl— -

40

f'tuents., He soon found that he had & dangerous antagonlst f’
_p1n Robert Hastle, who had been the flrst leader of the State
| Labor Party and had ohanged his ooat after the reS1gnat10n _,L:
_?f'of the Dagllsh government in 1905 41 Although Hastle had
i.been pOpular on the goldflelds, he was now anathema to |
7un10n1sts, but he. had the support of many non—unlonlsts and -
d._oould not be 1gnored. |
Durlng the next two months Mahonloovered most of hls ;g'

"eleotorate 1nolud1ng, fét the flrst tlme, the far north42

-394, 0.2, Ty 1808, " |

10 Western Argus, 18 January l9lO.
A mig., 1 vebruary 0. =
42'Westrallan Worker,/lS Maroh 1910._,;;-5
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- ”I;-and was able to devote some attentlon to ass1st1ng Weaker o

‘_i];gmetropolltan cand1dates.4?\ The hlghllght of the campalgn

-,_fwas a9 speech at Geraldton on 26 March, in whlch he condemned

. f:rthe centra11s1ng tenden01es of the government in Perth,
Lpobgected to the flnanolal agreement beoause 1t weakened the
j Commonwealth and encouraged extravagance, asserted that the
| poor pald an: unfalr prOportlon of defence costs and suggested
| _'that Forrest had falled e promote West Australlan 1nterests
| -hecause he was as much under $he fhumb. of hlS party as any

44

gLabor men. " The speech was condemned verbally by the

45

.actlng premler, Wllson, | and in the edltorlal columns —

of the West Australlan.46 The poll was held on 13 Aprll .f'

and Mahon was elected W1th an increased magorlty,47 Hastle
| havrng won'only in the conservative agrlcultural dlStTlCtS;
of Geraldton, Greenough and'Northampton. A fatuous pamphlet
| circulated in the campaign-had attempted to smear Mahon by
1isting some of the W11der attacks on rellglon by Labor
| extremlsts, but the contrast W1th h1s own r1g1d orthodoxy |

48

can only have been to hlS advantage.‘

*3 Thid., 4 Narch 1910,

il West Australlan, %0 March 1910
45 Unldentlfled cuttlng, 937/932 |
46 West Australlan, 31 March 1910,

H Flnal flgures were Mahon 9 915, Hastle 3 170,'
MeClay 226, . |

‘Deakin - papers, N T, A., 1540,,State Executlve ,
minutes, 5. March 1910, Battye lerary, 1319A,‘.
Vol 2, p 9. | 3 g

48




‘{ | Labor Party, w1th its flrst clear ma;orlty Was preparlng
“ﬁf}jto form a government. At the cauCUS meetlng on 29, Aprll,
':;: .after Catts of New South Wales had unsucoessfully prOposed

| Tla dlstrlbutlon of portfollos proportlonate to the number

-
B

Mahon returned to Melbourne at onoe to flnd that the

-';of members 1m}each State, the ballot elected MoGregor, Pearoe,

“r:Flndley, Hughes, Batohelor, Tudor, Thomas\ahd O'Malley.49
;‘For the flrst t1me 1n ten years, Mahon was no longer a, “
iimember of the party hlerarohy

R Although he made 10 publlo oomment hlS own feellngs

.-_oan be deduoed from the tltle on h1s flle of papers on the
"seleotlon, 'The Affalr of 29 Aprll 1910"50.~He was-nomlnated

5l

as Speaker next‘day but deollned and preserved a r1g1d

silence on the subject. Speoulatlon was of oourse rlfe. -
The Melbourne gge'spoke of -2 determlned canvass among new.
members on behalf of Frazer, alded by seotarlan 1nfluenoe |

52

and Mahon S. apparent 1nd1fference. The Cathollo Press

spoke dlrectly of sectarlanlsm and threatened a ohange 1n

the Oatholic vote.”” The Labor Call blamed Mahon s slleged

1nd1fference to the party 1nterests and h1s refusal to help

49 Caucus mlhutes, 29 Aprll 1910+

937/1271-1289 - |

51 y 50 April 1910, in Frazer papers,
‘ . O.A.l’ 981 A L i

he

Tbid., 937/1279. -

03 Gatiolie Press, § Ma’y 1910, 937/882
i
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| ffother members.‘i James doward Catts repeated the story that

: ;mahon dld not do his share and added that the Vlotorlans

‘ioompared h1s attendances at organ1s1ng meetlngs W1th those
_;of Pearoe.ssr:“' | o e

Mbst of these storles probably held some truth, but

the fact was that Mahon Was unpopular because of h1s manner Afff

y-and because he was not prepared to make a rellglon of
soclallsm. Whlle he was useful he remalned in. power but, as :p,

 soon as he could be safely dlspensed W1th, he fell. _q,' 
e 56

Mahon had been tempted before and Was tempted 1ater57

| to defect from the Labor Party as Fowler had done but, in
| splte of the 1n3ury to h1s prlde, he res1sted the temptatlon.f'-.
'fo th1s tlme he had acqulred 2 very deep seated ralth 1n h1s
[}l somewhat unorthodox conceptlon of Labor 1deals._ To 8 f\,'
prlest who sought h1s adv1ce on whether to vote for 3 Laborl
candldate preachlng ccntlnental s001a11sm, he wrote |

| There are probably 8 good many men here
and there’ throughout  Australia who adopt
the tenets of Continental Socialism w1thout
~any true comprehens1on of their meaning and
~ultimate result, But they are too few to-
~change. the current of the Labor movement
... whatever doctrine newspapers and
- politiciens may preach, whatever has been
or may be put 1nto polltlcal platforms,

>t Tabor Call, 5 Nay 1910 957/1281. , o

2 Evenlng,News (Sydney) ”5 May 1910, 937/1283.‘_

26 J.B. Ronald to Mahon, 6 September 1907, 937/230.~- |
Ty, Hedges to Mahon, 12 March 1912 937/127.
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--1T;@the 1nnate sense of - Justlce governlng
I the Australian masses will intercept any
invasioni“of the just rights of any sectlon
.. .. of our fellow citizens. Iabor has mo
. hostility to the true rights of prOperty |
. bub only to its usurpatione; end it is
- Privilege, not Property whlch trembles in v
anticipation of the triumph of Tabor |
; - ideals. To me, the Iabor party is the |
" “only really conservative party in Australia.
- Its policy being to improve the lot of the
g - . individual, to diffuse national wealth so
-~ that all producers shall receive their
rightful share, it presents an 1mpregnable
barrier to the forces-of revolutlon ...58

Know1ng Mahon, many people expeoted an aggress1ve re-‘

| actlon to his reJectlon. Accordlng to the Australas1an ;

If ' someone works the caucus round -;

With secret and trlumphant laughter:

‘A threat-of no uncertain sound

‘Is heard of things to be. hereafter

“And if such oaths be registered

‘That someone by an by will rue it “
Il whlsper you a.truthful word 59'_; ”
-Hugh Mahon is Just the Mahn to do 1t.l‘_—'

He had never been afraid of confllot 1n the House with members
. of his own party but, apparently attrlbutlng h1s reaectlon
to the 1eft-W1ng ooterle around the Melbourne Trades and

Tabor Councll, e dlreoted hlS attack on 1Ts organ, the

'Labor Call. He planned a pr1vrlege motlon accu51ng the

Labor Call of rece1v1ng excess1ve government advert1s1ng toﬂ_uf

no’ purpose, oﬁ pursulng vendettas agalnst Labor leaders, of\ o

2 Mahon to Father Pitzgerald, Maryborough, 26 |

| October 1909, 937/76. |
X Australas:Lan, 7 May 1910. |




¢ ey gy Nl

'A-iobseenityland of”unfelr ettaoks on eenlor01V11 servants |
:iWhO oould not reply,6q but found a nore eubtle metnod on

;f‘23 September Charles Certy Salmon, g’ fuelonlst member,
f:oomplalned 1n The adaournment debate of exoe581ve government

';fadvertlslng 1n the Labor Cell. Mehon hlmeelf made a felrly\

o mlld speeoh in support of the motlon euggeetlng that in a11; _'
falrness, the Journel of the Employere Federatlon should

'Aireoelve equlvalent advertlslng.§1 The'Westrallan'WOIker

wrote engrlly of hlS ettaok on the Labor_ 0all end of hlS L

olesh W1th Hughes over the lend tax blll on 29 September.G2

Mahon M.P. is a polltlcal conundrum. i

~ Professedly he is a democrat whose
‘snobbish coldness of demeanour would
‘make a snake shudder ... is Mahon preparlng
to follow in the footsteps of J.M. .Fowler
who not long ago ratted from the Lebor
Party. MNahon must be oarefully watched
by Laborites in future.63. .

Soon after the se8310n began, Mahon aooepted an 1nv1ta—

\ tlon to help 1n the New South’wales eleotlons and epent three

| weeks in Sydney. o4 He made e epeeohes and the perty prese

60
61

54 0.FeD., .LVIII, 5040 I

Draft-for epeeoh;937/327:ﬂut
¢.P.D, TLVIL,3703. '

%2 1hiq., 3833,

3 Westralian Worker, 14 Ootober 1910. The artlole
was signed with the initials A.M. If, a5 Seems
poséible, it was written by Nlexander McCallim,
general secretary of the party, it.1s even more
significant. A cutting of this article is one
of the few references to Mahon in the pepers of
Cherles Frazer, N.L. A., 981.
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- .produced called the Tabor Vanguard - a tltle which he 1ater

p ;,; - -/: ‘1J1c

-flgnored hlm, but 51nce 2 temporary electoral newspaper was

;'used effectlvely in Western Australla - 1t is safe to agsume -
Qtthat he was engaged as a Journallst.,_c |
One of the lagt surviving. rellcs of the 17th century :

'horror;of.Catholrclsm Was thetKlngzs.coronatlon oath,,ln

',which“hehwas reQuired'to'refergto-theidolatrysand'snpersti; o

_tlon of the Oathollc Church and. to abaure 1t forever Wlthout

any hlnt of mental reservatlons. In the long relgn of

-aQueen Vlctorla, the oath had been fprgotten and Protestant
pressure groups had prevented reform 1n the coronatlon of

( Edward VII. Cathollcs cons1dered the-oath offens1ve and

-to the general demand for a change in the coronatlon of

George Voo On 21 July 1910 Mahon moved an address to the

Crown for abolltlon of the offens1ve clauses of the oath

| In one of hlS flnest speeches he made a log1ca1 and temperate

appeal for justice to a large and completely loyal sectlon o

'of His Magesty S subgects. ‘The only_serlous obJectlon came

from W.H., Kelly, an Orangeman, who,‘0hvions1vfinflnenced'by ';

“the sympathetictemper of.theiﬂoﬁseg merelyimoved'amild'

amendment designed to avoid any suspicion of sectarian‘bias"

in the motion.65

% 6..D., W, 602,
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The return of a leeral government 1n London W1th a
declared polloy of Home Rule for Ireland seemed to promlse
. happy end to the long struggle. In a speeoh to the I”' B
Shamrook Glub Mahon eohoed the genelal optlmlem.

;ljaf'There was. every 1ndloat10n of thle happy

- consummation’being at hand. British

.. .democracy would not continue to tolerate

.. the predomlnanoe of the old ascendancy gang

in Ulster +.. there was abundant ev1denoe
* that Dngland had recognised her mistake

and was bent on a -genuine and. sincere L
effort to allow Irish 1deae to prevall...66' ‘;'

The optlmlstlo mood of the Netlonallsts was matohed by
an 1noree51ng mood of bltber deflanoe among the dleherd |
Proteetants of Uleter, oulmlnatlng 1n a maeelve pr0paeanda
oampalgn and preparatlone for v1olent reelstance. In *
September 1912 the Uleter oovenent pledged thousende of |
opponents of Home Rule t0 stand together and early in 1913
plans were leld for & prov1molel.government. LSoon aftemwemds
both sides begen arming, ‘ o -

‘Hahon hadeneVer ovemoome the'effeote of the lung
trouble eoqulred in Kllmalnhem and Was always llkely to ld 
| become 111 under preseure.: His polltloal dlffloultles and
the 1noree51ngly gloomy news from Treland brought on a
reodrrenoe of theoldtroubleandwhenfhewes_peremptorlly'”

requesfed by the’Stafe EXeoUtiveto help Withthe'federel

66 Unldentlfled outtlng: 3 December 1910,
(931/901. R
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’referendum oempalgn, he deollned on med10a1 1nstruct10ns.67/ N
= Seeklng rellef he 101ned a parllamentery party tourlng
['Papue and travelled w1dely throueh the Terrltory oementlng, :

at the same tlme, h1s frlendshlp w1th Lleutenant Fovernor .
3

'Mnrray._ He was able to earn a llttle money on the srde by —d

wrltrng artlcles for the Sydney press pralslng Murray S

'work ‘in. Pepua.G? - o

In Western Australla, however, h1s abstentlon from
the referendum oampalgn had not been well reoelved. Klrwan
advertlsed h1s 1llness in the Kelgoorlle press but neverthe- |

1ess Warned hlm prlvetely to make a speoral effort to
(

retrleve the posltlon s1noe there were many, even 1n his -

OWnL perty, who coveted hvs seat and Were Worklng quletly
69 | -

against hlm,_
His opportnnity to apply Kirwan's“advicesoon-oeme.

Early in July J.B. Hoiman,a journelisf in vne'Legislstive-;-

Assembly, proposed ) small weekly newspeper for the State -

electlons and asked’ Mahon to act as editor. He aooepted

gladly and arrlved in Western Australla in mld July 1911

He was still not welllhowever,_and_Holman_edltedthe.rlrst

7

State Executive minutes, 1 Aprll 1911 et seq,
vol.I, pp. 61, 64, T1l, Battye Library, 1573A.

® Daily Delegraph (Sydney), 7, 8 July 1911; unidentified
cuttings 937/884-886; Australlen Mlnlng Journel,
13 July.-1911.- - .0 N |

Kirwan to Mehon, 15 June 1911, 937/163

67
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(;;1ssue of the Labor Vanguard on- 19 July Whlle Mahon/mas in-

fihospltal 7 The edltors Were glven a Tree hand,7% and the -

“tgpaper was an enormous success selllng 20 OOO COpleS on the -
;flrst day Mahon stayed for nine Weeks and returned to
.iMelbourne secure in the knowledge that he had contrlbuted
materlally to the sweeplng v1ctory of the party 1n the
72 |

State electlons. | o - o
E "‘l_"he steady decllne of the Coolgardle goldfleld s1nce_
' federat1on necessrtated a redlstrlbutlon of the West |
Australlan electorates, and a comm1ss1on wa.s app01nted for
the purpose early in l9ll. “For Mahon, the report was a
13

dlsaster.. It recommended that the eastern goldflelds

part of the electorate should be absorbed 1nto Kalgoorlle
Whlle the rump should be combined with a large block of

agrlcultural land taken from Fornest's Swan electorate to
form a new constltuency. Mahon was thus - asked 10 contest
2 new constltuency almost as blg a.s the old one from mhlch -

,hls strongest supporters had been excluded and to Whlch had -

0 State Executive mlnutes, 12 August l9ll, vol 2
- 0,101, Battye L1brary,1573A. o

e Ibld., Do lOl, 0D, clt.

72 Labor Venguard, 14 October 1911 957/873;
unidentified cuttlngs probably from the Vanguald,
937/1240-1248.

13

File 11/3382 in electoral offlce records, Battye T

lerary, 48%., Mahon was 1n/n0rth Queensland with.
a Royal commission on the pearllng industry but

- sbendoned it affer attendirg only four s1tt1ngsa
to look after h1s electorate., : ,

i
i .

i
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'c'elbeen added g 1erge new block of voters who knew nothlné“- B
fof hln andy were almost certeln t0 be conservetlve.,
e .Although a redlstrlbutlon was cleerly essentlal,

: .Mehon sew eome chance of modifying the detalls. He probably o
1nst1gated a pr0posa1 by the Stete Executlve on 9 Aprll
fhat two Stete electorates 1n the north of the eastern gold—

’  ff1elds, whlch.had been added to Kelgoorlle by the comm1851on-l |
d'ers ehould be glven to the new elector ue in exchange for m
:_1erge pastorel eree on the north—west coast.74 On ll July

1912 the questlon Wee dlsouesed in caucue._ Mehon argued'

- thet the comm1851onere hed acted 111egally beceuse they had
_ beeed thelr pr0poea1 not on the ex1st1ng flguree of popule-
ytlon hut on thelr own estlmete of- how that pOpulatlon Wa.s
11kely to change, end because one. of the comm1581onere had
lefw the S+ete before the report hed been flnelleed. Although |
Hughee, a5 a lewyer, supported the commlssmn,75 when the
- debate moved 1nio the Houee of Representatlves on 23 July

1912 Mahon queetloned the 1egﬂnty of the comm1881on'e
‘ectlons quotlng a contrary oplnlon by Frenk Gaven Duffy,
K Coy and moved to refer the report back to the commleeloners. |
His motlon was however defeated 23-22 beceuee the mlnlstry |

'deolded 0 support the_oomm1881on$76' The Senate, where there

[ Ibld., Appendix I. |
. ‘Caucus mlnntee, 11 Jnly 1912”
166 3, 0.P.D., TIT, 1123, 1132, 1413
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f;wes e heevyistor maaorlty bt few mlnlsters, supported :
1zmahon and the report wes'referred back to the eomm1ss1oners.77'ﬁ
r;,e_ The chalrmen of the eomm1ss1on having gone overseas’
.prln the meantlme, a new oommlssloner was app01nted and. a - |
?iresh prOposal, Whlch d1 fered 11ttle from the orlglnal,.was BE
 dehated on 10 dctober. Although both Fowler and liahon

¢

'Eefobaeoted to the prooedure of app01nt1ng a new oomm1ss1oner, -
f,"Mahon’seemed almost res1gned. He no 1onger saw 1llegellty _:h
I;and though he thought the new prooedure 1mperfect belleved. |
‘ftlt was the ‘best that could be done. The new pr0posel was |
-'.then passed through both Houses.zs | |
Although Mahon was res1gned, he'waslnot hopeless. He
'hed been selected for the new eleotorate of Dampler before;
 the redlstrlbutlon Was ilnellsed and arrived in Western
 ustralia early in 'Jenue‘.ryll913 on a last visit to his 0ld
,t_const1tuency.79 After returnlng brlefly to Melbourne, he
'arrlved back 1n'Western Australla on 9 FebruarySQ to_start
h1s oampalgn on 18 Merch 8; pBeoeuse_he-wes-opposed by his

t-old.enemy.Gregory, Who had become'most;unpopular as a

T g.p.p., 12V, 1791,

18 o3, C.2.D., TVIL, 4117,

-.79 Western Argus, 3 February 1913

80 Ibld., 11 February 1913,

8l State Executlve mlnutes 17 Mareh 1913,

vol I, p.232 Bettwe lerary, 1573A




"fmlnlstef; the Stete party gave hlm generous sujpport82 and
 ;'1mmed1ately after the 0pen1ng of the campalgn, he set out
"on e epeeklng tour«of his new agrlcultural constltuents.B3 |
He based hls olalms for electlon malnly on hls’support of
- farmlng 1nterests in the tarlff debates but we.s greeted |
'|ooldly, 4
on'T Meyheedelivered'amajor speechin‘Geraldton.j
-He soughtetoldemonstrate that.fhe State prefited by esSoCia—
tion with the'Commonweelth,Irepeated the eocount‘ef his work
for farmers on the tariffs and argued strongly for wider
uee of the referendumby'theCommonwealth,?B‘The'speech,
skilfullydesigned{to;appeal to the peroohial prejudiees
0f Western Aﬁstralians; probebly.woﬁ some votes:but could

not change the final result, Leaving'Geraldton,‘he returned

to Perth to produce the one special issue of the festralisn

Forker deVoted;tche campaigna6'and.aftera’brief tfip_into
theieastern.wheatbelt returned to Pe;th to awalt the result

87

as phﬂDSOphlbally as p0351b1e. By 6 June he knew'he wa.s

Qefeated.

Westrallan Worker, lA Merch 1913
?83 Ivid., 21 March, 4, 11'April 1913 etc.
84 Northam Advertiser, 12 April 1913, 937/1142.
85'Westralien Worker, 9 May 1913

Yestralisn orker (Dampler Spe01al)

T5 Ty 1913, 3771290.
81 Westrallan Worker, 16 May 1915
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o however, he noted bltterly 'wrltten after the elect1on at

118
The shock of defeat was cushloned because he had half
ﬂ'r;expected 1t 88 In a 1etter to Ireland he attrlbuted h1s

bl

jirpdefeat to the redlstrlbutlon and to the extravagance of
‘fiicloims b; the A.V. U. for rural workers. He prlded hlmself
ipicn hav1ng polled more than the Senate candldates but,
.fnfputtlng on_the- best face, said he was’ glad to be out of

:ipolltlcs.-g bn a pollte letter of thanks for hlS services,

| hWthh the bulk of ‘hen voted agalnst e, 9

The Labor Party had dlso been narrowly defeeted and

the Cathollc Press, in an edltorlal malnly devoted to the

:‘defeat of Mahon, asserted that the loss. of Irlsh votes after

- the reJectlon of Mahon from the Cablnet had helped to lose

‘fthe elect:Lon.91 The Kalgoorlle Miner argued that Dampler

had been dreaded by. both partles but Mehon S performance
. agalnst hopeless odds was to hlscredlt.92 J [N Watson spoke :
0of him a8 one of the eblest me. 1n the federal parllement

~

and referred 0 his defeat as 'e great plty 1ndeed' 93

88 5.1, Roberts, ILI. n., to Mahon, 16 June 1913;:'..
937/239., '

& Mahon t0- unknown correspondent John, lO
- November 1912, 937/177.. L

9 Secretary, W.A. Pearlers' Ass001at10n, $0
- Mahon, 26 July 1913, 937/220.
a

Catholic Press, 5 June 1913, 937/948
i 92 Kelgoorlle Miner, 4 June 1913, IS R
7 gatholic Press, undated cdttlng, 937/948._.‘-
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Unllke many‘defeated polltlclans, Mahon was not W1thout,i
_jresouroes.' He had a oomfortable income from share deallngs
f=and good bu51ness prospects. In 1902 the Cathollo’Ohuroh |
'1n Ireland tlred of paying hlgh 1nsuranoe premiums on
\seonre\prOpertles, had- organlsed 1ta own 1nsuranoe oompany.
Aware of thls arrangement, Mahon deolded 0 apply the know-
-'1edge aoqulred by assoolatlon w1th the Mntual Llfe and |
‘., Cltlzens Company in formlng a similar oompany in Australla.
Wlth the approval of the hlerarohy, the oompany Was reglstered |
in New South Wales on 22 November 1911 and Opened for
_bu31ness on 1 January 1912 w1th-Mahon as managlng director.
After the prov151on of 50% bonnses, the net proflt on the
first years tradlng was £2172. SS Od.94
Desplte hlS relatlvely secure p051t10n, Mahon found
| 1t hard to forget ten years of his life, - He contemplated
a book of polltloal remlnlsoenoes,95 but tnis Was nopenbeti;
tute for the real thing; Rumours were olroulatlng of an
1mm1nent double dlssolutlon and’ on 17 November 1913 he
‘;nomlnated in the selection ballot for Dampler.96 Ten days

later Charles: Frazer died and ‘the whole p051t10n ohanged

I Hugh Mahon. ’Ohuroh Insurance from w1th1n'f
in Austral Light, 1 September d913, 937/974.

Kirwen to Mahon, 28 Septemher 1913, 937/165.

State: Exeoutlve minutes, vol. T, 17 November
1913, p.296, 15 December 1913, Pe302, Battye
lerary, 1573A o M o

95
96

W
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.J"ﬂovernight} Instead of the almost hopeless Damplér electoru;.:s_

- ‘;?ate, he now had the 0pporuon1ty of nomlnatlng for. a reasonably

'j:VCOmPaCt electorate whlch he was almost certaln to w1n._ He

nomlnated for the selectlon ballot at once through frlands

Vo |

91

n Kalgoorlle. ‘.‘

He was’ opposed 1n the ballot by Jabez Dodd, trusted

| -leader, and two younger men. Andree Hayward, an old colleague,

| wrote'

* wes his [Dodd's ] appearance in the fleld
~ has naturally had the effect of reducing
- %o & small compass, the rush of Labor

. candidates. Against such a redoubtable
- opponent, the chances of Mr Green and Mr -
"~ Mahon shrink to nothing ... the ex member

.- for Dampier ... has long ceased o be
o persona grata in Labor 01rcles...98

In spite of, or perhaps because of these dlsmal pre- |
'dlctlons, Mahon stayed in: Melbonrne. Earlyiln December Dodd
-:W1thdrew beoause of 1llness. The cynlcal view was’ that he‘, “
had only nominated to prevent too much opposltlon for Glance.t |
‘_Acoordlng to Hayward, Glance was now the strongest candldate
.L.because he Was 1n close touch Wwith the goldflelds unlons.ggH |
The: ballot closed on 22 December and in hlS flnal commentary
on the l9th Hayward noted a remarkable change. Although

Mahon had been oons1dered neghdglble because he wa.s not on

97
98
99

Thid. o
Cygnet (Perth), 5 Decembe: l9l3;

Cyenet, 12 December 1913'
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j“the spot because he was reéarded as selflsh/and 1n51ncere ?
and because he had never been able to brush’off the odium
= f~attaoh1ng to & reJeoted mlnlster, he had staunch frlends
;‘and hlS old ablllty as & wire. puller had not left hlm.. He
'l,was by far the ablest, oandldate and since Green was 'an . |
~am1ab1e buffoon' and Glanoe 'a shlfty unlon hack', his
rchances were now good.‘ Mahon 3 strongest oards, he added,
-fwere hlS oontlnued attadhment t0 the party after regeotlon

l'from the mlnlstry and his determlned flght for Dampler

agalnst the unpopular Gregory 100

Hayward was~r1ght Mahon beat Glance by 2948 to 2284

Ivotes. The Kalgoorlle liner oommented that Mahon had won

agalnst a strong 1ndustr1al oandldate W1thout even v1s1t1ng

the State beoause of his long experlenoe and beoause of

his excellent oonstltuenoy work, but most of all because of

his magnificent fight in Dampler_.m1 'The Boulder Evenlng -

Star underlined the'point neatly: Mahon had entrusted hlS

'nomlnatlon to frlends because he was unpopular w1th the

party bosses. As. usual however, the workers had pleased

themselves.jez_

100 Q¢ ne‘t’ 19.Dé09mber 1913, .
101 Kalgoorlie Miner, 23#Deoemberl913?

‘ Evening Star, undated cutting, 957/949.
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'CHAPTERdG' - /,

Mahon Rediviwus !

Mahon 8 v1otory 1n the seleotlon ballot put him back

i 1nto parllament because the Fu31on Party declded not to

- v
oontest Kalgoorlle, but hle selectlon oontlnned to arouse

astonlshment. The Boulder Even;ng Star knew of 'some staunch

| junlonlets who would rather see Mehon hanged then work for hlS

-

S

- flnal success and clalmed thet he hed dellberately snubbed
:the tOp dogs of Labor on the Golden M:Lle.1 Andree-Heywerd
~ had been told by a promlnent Labor man that the party could

" bear the loss of Dampler 1n exohange for the 1oss of Mehon.z-

Lete 1n Janvary 1914 he rev131ted Western Australla
b

and made a triumph-

enidtOur"of the oonstituencywitn-senetor Bdward Findley.4; :

'He had querrelled w1th Mccallum Smlth and the Sun sneered at

) ClVlC reoeptlon where Mahon acoepted 'vermlllon shades of

smOOge' laid on by the spadeful w1th ) sphlnxllke unooncern

as 1f he belleved it to be 3ust1f1ed.5 Wlsely Mahon 1gnored

such vulgerltles.

Dev1d Go Georgeson in Evenlng_Ster, undated
cutting, 957/949.  °

2 Cygnet, 24 Deoember 1913, 937/1157.‘
> Western Argus, 6 January 1914. |
* Ivid., 27 Jenuary, 3, 10 Pebruary 1914,

Southern Cross Times, 14 February 1914.
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| By Maroh helwes baok.in Meibourne helping 1¢ orgenlse
'ea glant demonstratlon $0 support the passage of the Home };?'
7VRule blll in the House of Commons., OF the 45 000 people
present on 4 April, thlrty-one were members of perllament,

'1nolud1ng Flsher, Hughes, Peeroe, Groom, Glynn, Needhsm and "\:
':Brennan, but Mahon hlmself was absent. Although he had
*Vlntended to take the ohelr on one of the three platforms,

| he had'a severe atteck of 1nfluenza and had to stay in bed.6 .'

""" Joseph Cook, who' had become 1eeder of {the Fus1on PartJ
‘after Deakln's retlrement and. Prlme Mlnlster after the defeat
of the Flsher government found that his maJorlty of cne |
offered nothlng but frustretlon and deolded to gamble on- |
the double dlssolutlon prov1s1ons of the oonstltutlon. He
“carefully manufaotured a dlsagreement between the Houses over

~ the government preferenoe (prohlbltlon) b111, and then
:suooessfully sought a double dlssolutlon on 5 June 1914
By now Europe Was Sinking 1nto cheos and while: Mehon wes on
his way . to Western Australla to open his oempalgn,7 Brlte;n.L B
deolared War on Germany and her allles. On arrlval in o
Kalgoorl;e_he found hlmself unopposed end:freeto‘help.Ofoev,

the Labor oendidate for:De.mpi'er.'8 His'only comment on the

: Advooate, 9 Mey 1914.
7‘Western Argus, 4 August/l9l4 o
8 Westrellan Worker, 14 August 1914, 937/1115 o
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;war.waslmade at Boulder before 1eav1ng for Dampler when he
,'.desorlbed 1t as a’ flne thlng for Prlnces but a poor one - for
 the worklng classes, and made 2 strong plea for sane and
| courteous treatment of enemy allens on thegoldflelds.9 L

The electlon gave the Labor Party ) de01s1ve v1ctory ‘
-wlth maJorltles of,ten 1n the House of’Representatlves and
'~twenty—s1x in the-Senate.. Mahon 8 rest from parllamentary
pressures in 1913 had restored h1s equlllbrlum and he was.
more re}axed and: frlendly when he attended the flrst cauous :
“meetlng on lT'September,jo, The'senators, as usual, trled
in valn to 1ncrease thelr numbers in the mlnlstry. Carr
',moved two machlnery motlons for obscure purposes of hlS own.
_;and Fenton lost a motlon for twelve m1n1ster1a1 posts. When f

b

-the votlng began, Flsher was again chosen as 1eader whlle
Pearce, Gardner,_Russell, Hughes, Archlbald, Arthur,_densen
- and. Spence'were:all chosen on the-first-bailot. 'This 1eft'
only one pos1tlon outstandlng w1th two ellglble candldates,
ulmahon and Tudor. Excltement began to mount. Catts moved
'that the ballot be postponed t111 absent members arrlved |

lbut, although h1s motion passed, 1t was soon resclnded.

Flnally MdDonald moved that both men should be app01nted andp

3 Western Argus, 18 Auguat 1914

lMieLbourne ?unoh, undated cuttlng, 937/910.
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S the-motron-was oarr:Led.-1 Because of Tudor'! S‘prev1ous

Lv~7hexper1ence he Was appornted to Trade and Customs whlle Mahon, B

'f;fbecause of hlS doubtful health, became honorary mlnlster

‘ ’a531st1ng J G. Arthur at Exfernal Affa1rs.12 Arthur, however,
«*'was too 111 t0 take part in the proceedlngs of parllament |

Y |
‘and When he dled on 16 December Mahon ‘became mlnlster for

oExternal Affalrs in hlS own rlght. .

Soon after the.outbreak of-war,'the Gook government

"\

f had app01nted a royal comm1551on, chalred by Alfred Deakln,.
| In.October, Deakln asked the ew government s app01nt )
minister to the commlssz.on.13 Mahon~snbm1tted the queotlon' 

t0 Cabinet and replied that'the government preferred.to- |

. depend on departmental investigation.14 On_28'00toben'l

.'Deakin insisted that the commissionieonght only better

communication. Well aware that_departmentalIinvesttgation

was oometimeemoredefficient, he was prepared to suSpend

E its activitiee until called-on.15 Mahon replled flrmly that
'nthe government con51dered the comm1531on unnecessary.16

When Deakln, somewhat hurt, retorted that the comm1551on was fif

1 Gaucus mlnntes, 17 Septembgg 1914,

12 Argus, 18 September 1914.

Commonweal th Parllamentary Papere, 1914-1917,

volsV, D 187, — W
Ibid., p.190. o
CIbide, il o |
Ibld., D 191'.I B -
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17

already in. abeyanoe Mahon answered w1th ‘brutal frankness

‘.,that the government desired that the oomm1SS1on.should at
"onoehtermlnate-and.asked for the reslgnatlon of a1l

,m<—:"mbers.'-18

ThlS absurd mlsunderstandlng was probably due to s

. gDeakln s falllng mental powers and Yahon's chronic lung

"oondltlon, but worse was to follow. Early in 1914 Australla -

had been 1nv1ted.to’a‘great,lnternatlonal exh1b1t10n~to ber

'held-at'San Franoisoo“in 1915 The Cook government had

thereupon organlsed 8 management oomm1ss1on of State

ﬂ mlnlsters chalred by Deakln whloh, though nominally respons- .

‘1ble to Patrlck MoMahon Glynn as mlnlster for External Affairs,

was;treated by that gen1al~lr1shman as a v1rtually‘1ndependent

}

1authority. Nellsen, the New South Wales oommrssroner, hav1ng

been sent to Amerloa by his own government, was appolnted

resident comm1ss1oner, 50010 after the.deolaratlon‘of war,

~ he cabled ﬁeakin recommending cancellation of[allplans; |

since the exhibition would now be very muoh,reduoed. _The"
comnission rejected this advice and,?wben the new'governmenti;
took offloe, submltted a flrm reoommendatlon to proceed,
W1thout mentlonlng Neilsen's oable -.a step whloh was oertalnly'
unwise although 1t_oould be Justlfled by preoedents“set -

under Glynn.

AT 114,

8 Inid., p.192.
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By December Deakin was ready $0 go to Amerloa but, in

/-

i*_the meantlme, Mehon had seen Nellsen S report and on 30

A

3 December he wrote a firm but polite request to Deakln for

I3
19 Deakln replled mlldly on the same day

lan explanatlon.
'explalnlng thet Nellsen S recommendatlon had been unanlmously
dlssented from by the comm1381on.20 An 1ncaut10us reference
1n the letter to 'the States concerned' aroused all Mahon's

| federal fervour and he replled stiffly on 31 December thab |
.the dlssent of the comnission was 1rre1evant 51nce the |
'queetlon 1nvolved Commonwealth moneyland,as the government
had been misled by the- failure to brov1de vital rnformatlon,
'ne,contembiated revoking the commissionf21 ‘Deakin, by now
obViousiy'deeply upset, replied tbat'Glynn's polidy had
glven the comm1351on dmscretlon, that the cable had been

"freely avallable to Mahon on a flle 1n hls own departmenb

| and‘that the States involved also had some rlghts.22 Mahon;
in his repiy;of 5 Januery; became insulting and tbe.correspond-'
ence culminated on 13 January in an appallingﬁletter'couched

in Mabon 8 most pollsbed style of sneerlng SaTCAS. Referrlng

$0 Deakln s denial that he had w1thheld vltal facts he sald. |

19 yhon to Deakin, 30 Deo%mber 1914, G.2. G220
1914-1917, wol.V, p. 727 |
Deakin to Mahon, 30 December 1914, ibid.

Malon to Deakln, 41 December 1914, ibide,
p.728: |

22 Deakln to Mahon, 4 January 1914, 1b1d.

20
21
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~ The candour of your denial is superficially
- impressives But I reflect that there is an
. 1ntellectual process known to theological
- casuistry as mental reservation., Penchance
. you have had some fleeting familiarity with o
©- this branch of the dialectical art. Unversed
o+ 1n it myself, I admire the more the favoured . .
- few, to whom it is an inherited gift, sedulously
cultivated by incessant practice and carried
%0 ripe perfection. A polished orator duly
fortified with mental reservations, is a
 great power, especially in popular assemblies.
- The exercise of his gift brings him pronounced
- Success, though- sometimes, unfortunately, it
-+ 1s not lasting, He may even extricate himself
+.. from damning charges ‘of treachery to lifelong

EESEPNE o . e T

fii;friends~and colleagues...
| 'He-tﬁéﬁfiaiferaﬁed“his charge of withholding information, and
"éﬂded:-'\'

The subtle distinction you now make is, that
non supply of material information is not
equivalent to withholding it. Can such an

- attenuated pretence be real salve .to any honest
‘men's conscience? May I look for your answer
in a monosyllahle instead of in an essay?

, After_fufther belabouring‘the‘uhfortunate'victim,-he oonclude@é

~Nothing in your laboured apologia can obscure the
outstending fact that your commission was then

~'in Articulo Mortis'. You have rsuscitated the
~cadaver by a coup in keeping with your olden
feats in enother sphere. Time dims the memory

- 0of these successes, and it 1s something to have

. focussed Australian attention anew on the unique
methods by which they were secured.23

23 Mahon to Deakin, 13.Januarw.l915, ibid., p.73%6.,
+ The full significance of this extraordinary
letfer can only be appreciated when it is
realised that Deakin, once Australia's greatest
orator, had retired fromfpolitiOS'beCause of -
serious mental disability), a fact of which
Mahon should have been well ‘aware. Deakin's
own drafts for letters in the case are rendered .
pltiably illegible by excisions and re-excisions.
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By about lO January the dlspute was common knowledge
'_“and on the llth Mahon gave an. 1nterv1ew to the grguﬂ 1n order,
. 88 he sald, that he shoulo not be the v1ct1m of garbled or
._1ncompletelverS1ons. 4 Although he had 1nformed cablnet at
| every stage somelof hlS colleagues now found the quarrel
-dlstasteful and saw polltlcal danger in the almost unlversally
'hostlle reactlon. Hughes, as’ actlng Prlme Mlnlster,_consulted
cablnet and announced that Deakln would go to San Franclsco
W1th Mahon S concurrence, t0 save Mahon s face, he Wa.s allowed :
| to announce that he had maenanlmously 1n1t1ated the de01s1on.25
- Mahon's quarrel w1th.Deak1n was llke the Compass llbel
'case - 8. maJOr error of gudgment whlch 1s dlfflcult elther
"tc explaln or Justlfy. Undoubtedly Deak1n~was technrcally
| wrong and Mahon was perfectly correct in trylng to keep a
“close watch on expendlture at a dlfflcult time. Glynn 8
looser methods certalnly prov1ded some Justlflcatlon for |
the comm1ss1on, and there is reason to suSpect that the
cable was suppressed by ‘the secretary of the comm1ssron who
d1d not want to lose a trlp to Amerlca.26 Host mlnlsters l
would have been content to reprlmand and then compromlse..”
~ Mehon, however, had Just returned from the polltlcal w1lder— .
ness by‘sheer luck, had scraped hls way into cablnet,bw more
, N . M l;,
4Aru 11 Janvary 1915.

*> Thid., 15 Jemery 1915.

: Tnterview W1th Atlee Hunt, 20 May 1921,-
Deakin papers, N.TuA., | l540/58/2




B ;belleved, oompletely in favour of hlS 1nflex1ble approach.

'ﬂf?:relnforoed by hlS 1noaut10us appeal to State rlghts had, x

';luck and was: probably anx1ous to demonstratefhls efflolent

poompllanoe W1th the W1shes of his colleagues who were, he
'VMemorles of Deakln S alleged treaohery 1n formlng the Fu51on,

however,,aroused hlS anger and, ‘When angry, Mahon was always

f

»,dangerous. As one oommentator wrote, 'Whenever ‘he' 81ghbs an
| .

-.enemy on the horlzon, he selzes a elub and attempts to hunt

;hlm down' 27

Deakln was unfortunate in being the enemy

thon was 51mply too muoh for hlm and on 14 January he rather
feebly olosed the oorrespondenoe by announ01ng that Mehon

: had produoed nothlng but”aesertlon and abuse.28 }
| Deakln duly salled for San Franolsoo and for some

f -time barmony seemed %0 e restored. But next_May the quarrel
"erupted again when Mahon, without oonsulting the commission,
recalled D, B, Edward, the seoretary, to Melbourne and

app01nted in his plaoe an 0ld Men21es frlend, George Oughton.
Deakln and Robertson, the Queensland oommlss1oner, promptly
re51gned, Oughton was refused admission to The San Francisco -f
offloe, and the Vlotorlan commissioner, Hagelthorn, a tough
minded polltlolan,‘trled-to negotlate wrth:Mahon. 'When he |

- met Nehon who was ill ab home, it was agreed that the

| /,//' B |
el Melbourne Punoh, undated cuttlng: 937/910. op.olt.
%8 .3, 0:2.B., 1914-17, VoL.Y, P73,

| // ..(,
i
e

/
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commission would withdraw opposition to Oughton, and that

Hagelthorn would 1nduce Robertson o act as executlve _

i\commlssloner, prov1ded that the Commonwealth guaranteed all

29

-'expendlture over £30 000, Hagelthorn 5. conclllatory

'vattltude, however, was apparently taotlcal for, on 18 May, 5

_ 5
- _the Premler of Vlctorla formally complalned to the Prlme

'Minlster of Mahon S 1nterference w1th the comm1ss1on.30'
The reply, drafted by Mahon, was once agaln in. hls most
| offens1ve vein. The protest, he declared, was‘not calculated |
1to 1mprove friendly relatlons between the governments and he
hoped 1t would not be repeated. He had absolute dlscretlon
over hoth the commission and the secretary. All the trouble'
-was due t0 an: attempt by the commission to usurp executlve
.-functlons.al The case was,of course, the.subaect of
Questions‘in_the_Housewhen_W;A;'Watt alleged-that Mahon
. hadfbeen”politically and'mentallyunsound for a long time-
'and'should-have resigned‘when the-cabinet_had.wtthdrawn -
its support 52 | s

In the meantlme, Hagelthorn tried unsuccessfully o

'1nduce Robertson to withdraw his res1gnat10n and at last

2 Memorandum by Mahon, 15 May 1915, C. P P.,

Premier of Vlctorla $0 Prime Mlnlster,','

31 Draft reply to Premler, n.d., ibid,

3 4.m, D., XV, 302L. .
f



N
xl -
T;.;A.J [

“to w1thdraw. _

rsuggested that the only eolutlon was: for the Commonwealth

33 Mahon brushed off the suggestlon by deferrlng

'oonelderatlon.. on 4 June Hagelthorn aeked onoe agaln for a
._deolelon whlch he oould dlSOuSS w1th Holman of New South Wade834 |
;but on the same day, the Argue publlshed all the oorrespondence‘ ;
'about the w1thdrawal of Edward glven to 1ts San Franolsco | |
:oorrespondent by the oomm1851oners.35j 'The 111101t dleoloeure | |
‘of eonfldentlal doouments sald Mahon angrlly 1n the House,,““'
'J'has had no parallel W1th1n my knowledge out31de the mushroom

-republloe of South Amerloa' 3. and on 5 June empha31eed hlS

_f0p1n10n in & letter to Hagelthorn 1n whloh he referred to the
“'publlcatlon of the oorrespondenee as a novel method of conduotlng*
"lbuelness, and 1ron10ally agreed to prov1de a letter, 1f told |

lwhat was requlred, but not for publloatlon 1n the press'. 37

Hagelthorn, wno wae mueh tougher than Deakln, replled

fln a. savage 1etter on the Tth praetloally telllng Mahon to
| mlnd hls own bu31nees and suggestlng that the States would

_only be prepared to work W1th another mlnleter.58 Mahon

| 1gnored thle, but when Hagelthorn referred to hlm 1n the

53 Hagelthorn 0 Mahon, 21 Ma;y 1915, QR:Rs
1914~ ~1Ty voloV, poT43e - - : |

34 Hagelthorn to Nahon, 4 June l915, C P, P.,; R
1914-17, woLVy puTdde L T

> hreus, 4 June 1915, o

5% €.2.D., IEXVII, 3702 R I ORI T

37 Mahon to Hagelthorn, b Juna/l915, . P P., P N
1914 17, vol. Vy D 744. “,Uf,”n_ e

38 Hagelthorn to Mahon, T June 1915, O P P.,wxyqif

1914-17, vol-V, De 745., L |

y |
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Leglslatlve Ooun011 as 'a freak of a mlnlster' 39 he

replled 1n two pages of cold rage. After thls Hagelthorn

‘gave up, olosed the oorreepondence and re81gned hlS
oomm1531on.40 | . o -. o ,‘_ 'ti"‘ !ﬁ o

| Atlee Hunt, secretary of the department of External

i Affalre, was nomlneily Mehon's Chlef adv1ser, out the two
{men had llttle in common, -and Nahon dlstrusted Hunt. 0 'The"
department s meln reeponelbllltles were the malntenenoelof
'Imperlal relatlons through the ngh Comm1351oner in London,i
1the edmlnletratlon of GOmmonwealth Terrltorles and the
‘control of restrloted 1mm1grants. Problems arlelng out of
wthese funotlons oooupled a _good deel of Mahon e time 1n the
hext few years.-

The new government hed to deolde early in 1ts career

‘whether to renew Sir George Reld'e epp01ntment as. ngh

ke Argus, 23 June 1915 . i= | | “t‘ o ¢

0 Jiohon to Hagelthoma, 23 June 1915, G.P.P., 191417,

vol.V, p.746. See also a. mysterlous 1etter, Tisher .

to Deakin, 11 August 1915. Deakin papers, N.L.A.,
1540/31/400. Correspondence Fisher o Deakin with
statement of accounts. He says 'I feel I owe a double
“apology to my minister for External Affairs. The enclosure
puts an end to everything. I shall pass this wretched
business from my mind with the thought that I tried to
Ftemper the wind to the shorn lamb. The epltome is
beyond a thought reader'. -

H Interview with Atlee Hunt, 20 May 1921 Deakin papere,

N.L.A., 1540/58/2. Hunt belheved that Mahon distrusted
him bécause his father had been a prominent Orengeman.’
See also Malion to Murray, 5 January 1915, Stanlforth
Smith pepers, N.T. A., 1709/710. |




,_Commrssloner, Whlch explred in. 1915. ‘The Cook government
) had 1eft a mlnute on flle of 1ts 1ntent10n t0 renew the :
:epp01ntment but, when the subaected was debeted on.- 27 November
| »1914, Mahon accused Glynn of trylng tO'Me the hends of the -
.new government by his mlnute. The 0pp0s1t10n denled the
xilmputatlon 1nd1gnantly, clelmlng that 1t was no more then
A s1mp1e.courtesy.42 |
B Eventually Reld was reappolnted for tmelve months and
"when on 5 June 1915 Hahon announeed thet hlS term would not
”.be extended Wetson, Flsher, Hughes snd Mahon were all suggested
,-by speculatlve oommentators as poss1ble sucoessors.43 Mahon
- was only oons1dered a poss1ble if nelther Flsher nor Hughes
' Wented The post but as 1t happened Flsher, tlred of holdlng
together a recalcitrant party, fook the~pos1t10n hlmself.
Both Papua end the Northern Territory also posed
speoleluproblems. Ever since his app01ntment 1n Papue,
Murray had been pestered hy contlnual agltatlon for an.eleoted |
Legislative_Counci;‘end priel_by-jury, but had resisted on
the ground that a huropeenwminoritylcouldhnom?behgiven |

responsibilityfor_afnstive majority. Mahon was subject

- to similar pressures from the advenced democrats in his own

party, but.supportedMurray”both'from conviction and from

42 G P D., LKXV, 1165. The correspondenoe was
publlshed in Parllementary Paper No,229 of
1914—15. C.P, P., 1914 17, vol, V, D325,

4 trous, 9 August 1915 i




1 : L
. 1 :

\,

“JJ

loyalty to 8 valued subordlnate. When'pressed by Dr. William

Maloney, M.H R., he Justlfled hlS attitude by descrlblng

f
brutallty to natlves Whlch he had personally w1tnessed in

l9ll. Talk of Magna Carta was cant and humbug,beoause’

‘there was always an appeal to Australla. -Prospeotors'might

'be safe as elected representatlves bt planters were not,

'to him‘was not impartial.

-

and as for the ory of no taxatlon w1thout representatlon,

'the.faot-was that natives paid most of the taxes through

custons dnties. He believed firmly-that,Murrayioouldwbe
trusted t0 govern impartially and that most of the opposition
s 44 o | |

The pressure was not confined

to advanced democrats. Capitalists seeking a nore active

fpolioy-of develoPment also urged representative government,

complained of actlve opposition to thelr 1nterests and
accused the government of coddling the nat1ves.45 Mahon,
however,.never.wavered in hls.support,of Murray..f

| In the SoutthuStralian parliament,.tne Northern:
Territory had been rated as a‘oountry diStriot.mith full =
parlismentary representation, but when the Territorylwasf
transferred to the Commonwealth, the priVilege wa,s mithdraWn,
The Dlstrlot Coun01l which stlll oarrled on looal government,

was therefore the sole outlet for political discontent and

| f

44 Yahon to Dr Mlaloney, 4 January l9l5,'937/6l6

+ Daily Standard (Brisbane), 4 January 1915,
Argus, l February, lOﬁ 15 May 1915,

I
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- I‘the collapse of the ambitious development schemes 1n1t1ated

"m_ealller gave the malcontents plenty to talk about Mahon

| |
belleved that many of the problems of the Terrltory were . s

due to lelded control after meetlng Dr Gilruth, the

46

-.admlnlstrator, he therefore\de01ded-to glve h1m a freer

hand. On 3 February l915 he announced that Gllruth would

o henceforth deal directly with other mlnlsters instead of

'worklng through the department of External Affalrs. At the

| ‘ﬁsameﬁtlme the elected Dlstrlet Ooun01l was replaced by )

&1 The terrltorlal mala

.‘partly nomlnated Adv1sory Gouncll.
contents were led by a local branch of the Australlan Workers
"Unlon w1th 1nfluent1al party contacts in Melbourne, and Mahon
was assalled as a traltor to democracy both by turbulent |

| 48 49

publlc meetlngs in Darw1n ~and in the Lahor press.

One
excited cltlzen>ofeDarw1n even claimed that‘as!aimember of
the.2lstthssars,_he had_been in'an escort,to'protect_Mahon
.frOm*aqhowling;mob on his way tolgaOl. _Mahonfs one conoession
to.pressure'was the granttof a full adult franchisetfor‘the |

Adv1sory Oouncll but the lack of any representatlon

| remalned a sore p01nt in DarW1n for another six years,

\

46'A§gg§,;8 January 1915. ﬁ

H Ibid., 4February'l915. "

* Ipid., 8, 27'February 1915,

R Beg., Labor Call, 11 February 1915.

i
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'pﬁMahon’sfonly'pOpular'measure in the Northern Territory
was hisnationalisation'of hotels early in 1915, Hhen
‘aooused of u81ng the Terrltory to test s001a11st theordes
wlthout polltlcal rlsk,BO he retorted that natlonallsatlon
had been & pronounced success 1n Western Australla and that
his maln obJect was to protect the railway construction gangs.

51

,from bad llquor. He formally announoed 1mplementat10n

of the natlonallsatlon polloy on -3 June,52 but by October
,faced 3 strlke of all hotel employees for 1ncreased wages.53_

| On 9 June durlng the estlmates he proposed 8 polloy
for, the Northern Terrltory. He advooated construotlon of
a railway 1nto Queensland, but also 1ntended to complete
the north—south rallway. ‘He foresaw development in mlnlng,
_pastoral and agrlcultural phases but was- anx1ous to avoid
\'any undueaboom. He was oon0111atory about the natlonallsed
hotels, and oonoluded by advocatlng returned soldler settle~

5,4

F_men Early 1n July he sent Atlee Hunt to 1nvest1gate

'the praotlcablllty of these prOposals.55

‘50 Ar Us, 9;February l915.”
L Thide, 7 April 1915, | |
2, C.2.D., IKXVIL, 3645,
>3 Lreus, 28 October 1915,

54 ¢.2.D., TEVII, 38%6.

%> Yorthern Territory of Australia: Nemorandum -
by the Secrefary, Depaiftuent 0f External

| Affalrs (Melbourne, l9l6 937/1311.,
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:had few serlous problems in thls area. Ironlcally, one of |

?such pr0posals.

o

OW1ng to the virtual. cessatlon of 1mm1grat10n, Mahon

._fhls feW 1mportant declslons concerned the deportatlon of two

| Ghlnese;edltorsnaccused of_subvertfng the Chinese government_.56

>' fneWonce solid Labor Party was now beginning to disin-

"ktegrate;f‘Alfhough the Gabinet'seemed to beiunifed in
| prosecutlng the war t0 the llmlt, a strong backbench extremist

"element led by Anstey, saw no Teason why soclal and 1ndustr1al

Welfare pr0posals should glve place to the Wwar or ‘indeed,

- why extraordlnary war pPOWers should not be used to advance

2 In splte of hls-penchant for Wordy warfare, ,

,Mahon was essentlally peaceful and not an enthuslast for the

;. war llke Hughes and Pearce; On the other hand, he had one

H8

son in the forces and the Irlsh Natlonallst Party had

‘declared itself cempletely behlnd the War.l He desplsed

mllltarlsm and Jlng01sm and made none of the usual enthus1ast10
sPeeohes about the war but accepted it.as an unpleasant fact
and wa.s prepared to glve all the support necessary for a.
suocessful,outcome. Wlth.the exception of hls‘eoerellglonist,

Brennan;'he*hadnothing'in common with the Anstey group and

6 Argus) 18”Februany 1915, /

T Tbid., 14-18 June 1915. J.B. Welfield, ‘The -

Tabor Party and the War 1914-1915, Armidale
~ and District Hlstorlcal 5001etv Journal, No. 9, |
November 1966. E M - - '
ha

Advocate, 31 July CICI
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there wes‘no.suggestion that he supported them in any way.
In m1d-l915 the position began %0 change. Heavy o,

casualties anong Australian forces in Gellipcli and elsewhere
created the spectre of a menpower shortage and. whispers of
conscription began t0 ‘be heard. Early in October Mehon's
,health broke down and he spent a fortnlvht in Sydney to
_recuperate.59 .In his absence, Andrew Fisher reS1gned as
”Prime Minister to become High Gommissloner. This meant
| reconstruction of the Cebinet and Mahon hastened to Melbourne
on 20 October. He was elected to the ministry on 2L October?O
but Hughes deferred the allocation of portfolios for & week,
during which time the metropolitan press prophes1sed that
Mehcn‘would take over Fisher S pos1tion,at the_'.l]reasury.61
:Heseened to be the only possible candidate, since his-wellm
known.interestuin insurance end'his privete share dealings"
gave him an obvious advontage in'financiel,experience over
any other minister. Indeed, it isknot out of the question'
thathe had himself inspired the prophecies'since_he coveted
the Treasury. - |

- At the Cabinet meeting on the morning of 27 October;
Hughes and Pearce arrived late. After some talk, Hughes

2 Arg 9'Octobe1‘l915
Gaucus minutes, 30 October 1915,
Argus, 25, 27, 28 October 1915.

ol
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celled Mahon to 8 prlvate oonferenoe in the nearby Attorney-
Generel s offlee, where he spoke brlefly ebont the need to

| } teke“ellrthe bnsrness of Externel relations into the Prlme
.Minister's’Department. He~then-sketohed 2 ‘scheme for o new
depertment of”Home Affeirs,-excludingthe Lends and Works
section of the 0ld depertment, whloh was 1o become an
1ndependent mlnlstry, and invited Mahon to ecoept the port-
£01i0, Although Mehon would have preferred the Treesury, he
was ready to remain at External Affelrs but Hughes' scheme
seemed so much like & loss of confidence in him that he
angrily refnsed to accept the neW'proposeisg_ On returning.
t0 the meeting, the Prime Minister ennounoed fhet.Peerce,*.
Tudor and Jensen would retein their positions while O'Malley
would take Home Affairs and Webster Post Office. He himself
would remain.as Attorney-General to direct the forthcoming
referendum campaign and as Prime Minister wouid elso take
the Treasury. Here Mahon S notes beoome oonfused for nggs
is then offered the new Home Affelrs which 0! Melley hed
already accepted, Higgs then put in a olelm for the Treesury
and- when Hughes replied that Mahon algo made a olelm, Mahon
stated his pos1t10n, he offered 10 1eeve The questlon in the
hands of his oolleegues, tut when Tudor stated flatly that
it was wrong for the Prime Minister to oonsult anybody,

- Hughes, seerng that he hed/e magorlty, haStlly ennounoed thet
W o

Lo
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 Higg$ W§ﬁidtaké.the Treasury and that Mahon wouid'remain
'“ .5£ EXfe?nél Affairs.62 | - | ‘
.. Mahon saw the 1n01dent as a plot between nggs and
:Hughes“an@_was probably rights HlS unfortunate 1aok of
- diﬁlomacy*in the Panama‘Pacific Exhlbltlon case was |
sufflclent Justlflcatlon for- keeplng h1m out of the Treasury |
'.and for remov1ng External relatlons from his oontrol.

"nggs an agelng and coollng flrebrand, had no better olalm

~ fthan Mahon, but Hughes had 11tt1e choice.

]

Memorandum of Cabinet discussion, 27 October 1915,
937/682. Mahon was clearly dissatisfied and asked
Atlee Hunt to 1nvest1gate,ear11er Cabinet recon-
structions to see how much' prior discussion had
taken place. Atlee Hunt fo Mshon, 1 November

1915, Atlee Hunt papers, WL, Aoy 52/1501,
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GHAPTER 7

The Year of Conscrlptlon : 'rn”e'; S

Mahon had always been sensrtlve about hlS reirglon
‘-and.was.always anxzous to av01d any svggestlon that he
favoured 1t. When in 1916 the Roman Cathollc mission at
| Yule Island 1n Papua sought hlS help in. replacrng 1ts lost
French flnance, he avoided the 1ssue by suggestlng the use |
of funds aceumulated as a result of hlS clause in the Papna.f
Act for the support of aged and destltute n.atlves.1 There .
the clergy were in trouble, however,the'was always ready ho_ -
help.' In December 1914, when the Blshop of Rookhampton o

complalned of ' fhe censorship of confldentlal corresPondenoe |

with the Vatican, he arranged that all sueh eerrespondenee_

passed through the Archbishop of Melbourne:wonld beenempted
from censorshlp.2 | - - B

In August 1915 a group of German and Alsatlon prlestsl
and a lay hrother of the Oblate order,‘who.had been_lnﬁerned:_-i

i\

in Ceylon,‘were transferred by the British'gevernment to

Australia. While they were.in the canp'at‘hirerp6015 in New
South‘Wales, the lay brother dled and, 5001 afterwards, the

others were transferred to Trlal Bay in Nerthern New South

L \ahon o b, 16 Noventbr 1915, Atlee

Hunt papers, .1 by 52/1505 6.

3 Qircular letter to BlShOps, 6. January 1915,
937/374 and ass001ated correspondence. 3
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sy

Wales;flhe'dustralian superior of the Order applied for

their release.ou the ground that although they'spoke'Germau 

some WereFreneh.and-the ethers'had‘virtually abandoned:

their-Gerean‘nationality. If they were not to be released,,A

he asked that they be 1nterned at. Rottnest near hlS Fremantle

.monastery, treated as officers and permltted a dally mass.

All of these requests were refused. |

| The Arohblshop of Perth sought help fron Mahon who,
although.epposed by the eamp authorltles, secured permlsslon
for a prlest from Llsmore to v1s1t the camp dally. He'theu _e‘
V1s1ted Trlal Bay hlmself in February 1916 and beoame

convinced that the priests had beenilnterned 1n‘sp1teief a

- . guarantee of neutrality and that”they had been treated'

roughly in transit. The camp authorities complained bitterly

that he had unwisely sought information from a committee

involved in a recent mutiny and had taken most of his informa- -

tion from Plate, a civil internee described'by the United

States.COusul as-aleading agitaterQ3 He was able, however,

to secure some'improvement in the-treatment'of the priests.

On 23 March Mahon was 1nformed by the ngh Gommlss1oner

that the British government was prepared to let Australla

“decide whether or not the priests should be repatriated, ut

Lt.~Colonel Sands to Pearee, 21 February 1916, =
Pearce papers, A M, Bundle 1, folder 3, 1tem 149
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‘when he applled to the Defenoe Department for repatrlatlon
'hls request was refused because the reason for their 1ntern—

ment was unknown and because experlenoe showed that rellglous
o
bodles had already fomented dlsaffectlon 1n Australla. The

-

department -however, agreed to oonsult the British government
| and. announced on 15 June that the priests could be repatrlated
-but must pay thelr o, passages.‘ In the mlddle of thls
oorrespondence; Mahon went to Western Australla and before

hlS return the prlests had departed, their passages belng
‘paid by the New Gulnea Gompany.4
-l .Conscrlptlon Was now 8 major public issue and- late in
1915,whenali menfofknilitary_age were inrited to publicly
record their aatitude.tomilitaryservioe, the'radioai—

o

~dominated Melbourne Political Labor Oouneilpoondemned the .
| | ‘ 5

proposal and advised unionists to ignore the cards. When
Mahon was.'ﬁ“:nterviewed in Kalgoorlie on 14 December about
this deoiSion, he‘deolared it most unwise beoause the only‘
_alternatlve to a voluntary 1nv1tatlon of this type was

oonscrlptlon,6 Hig first publlc statement about consorlptlon

v Nahon summarlsed his large file of oorrespondenee
on the case in an article published in The Tribune,
26 February 1920.  The original file of papers is
numbered 937/453 61% and includes some correspondence
about other priests in difficulties, partloularly
Pather Oharles Jerger. M- : :

!

2 vcott, Australla during the war (Sydney, 1936) p.312.
6,West Australian, 15 December 1915. ) -

)
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was'maae'ih theWeStralianJWorker. Consorlptlon, he sa1d

‘.was a term whloh oonJured up haterul memories of contlnental
drlll sergeants. It Was, therefore, easy 1o understand the
| rhostlllty 1t aroused in England and would undoubtedly arouse
_.1n Australla. Antl-oonscrlptlonlsts rejected conscription
as a. German 1nnovat10n, belleved that the patrlotlo spirit
'Iof the natlon would fill any gaps. 1n the flrlng llne and
argued that one volunteer was worth ten pressed men. ‘Conserip~
fdtlonlsts had glven no thought t0 the posslble oonsequenee of
ﬁmass dlsobedlence._,Any punltlve action could only mean the
'<d1ss1pat10n of the natlonal energles in 1ntern10ene confllct
*Consorlptlon must 0ot be oonfounded w1th compulsory mllltary
| tralnlng for home defence, whloh Was both logloal and
democratlc. The rlch, who now advooated oonsorlptlon, had
in the past failed to 1mpress-the youth of the natlon with
1ts ohligations to oOmpulsory_military.servioe.7
| 'oﬁ'jo Deoember Mahonuas interviewed by the Melhourne

Herald. Although the report was probably garbled 1n publlca—
| tlon, 1t further clarified h1s position. When asked Whether
| the present emergenoy requlred oompulsory military serv1oe,
e replled that 1f the Imperlal government eonsldered

I |
oompulsory mllltary service neoessary, 1t must be assumed

7

o
Westralian Worker, lﬂ/December 1915.
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'fthat'they‘neededevery'fit man; 'He agreed Wlth Mr Hughes"i
'that, '1t 1s our duty to glve asslstance, the lmperlal

| _‘government 8. duty to deelde Where the ass1stance 18 requlred u

and to what extent' “ ’d_ |

. These two statements, as’ Mahon s only publlc utterances

' on.consor1pt1on before the l9l6 referendum, deserve careful
:attentlon. The Worker artlole 1s olearly . ooldly logloal

t_and nonoommlttal rev1ew of the facts and the attltudes of
the partles towards those faets.‘ Although reluotant to see
conscrlptlon applled, he olearly saw 1o obaeetlon 50 1t in -
pr1n01ple, but cons1dered that a response to the olamour for

"consorlptlon at that tlme would be polltlcally dangerous. -

o In the‘ﬂgralg 1nterv1ew too, he advooates-nothlng but merely
states what he cons1ders the apprOprlate role for Australla )
in the grand strategy of uar.. Although he could have been |
aooused of evadlng the 1ssue, the sound foreslght dlsplayed |
in the ﬂgrger artlcle does at least say muoh for hrs polltloal
_V151on.- " S | | ‘

Barly in January l9l6 Hughes salled on his flrst v1s1t
$0 England, leav1ng Mahon to/manage the Attorney-General's |
| Department as well as hlS ovn.- '1n the confldent assuranoe : |
- that all w1ll go well' 9_ %hen Garran, the departmental
- - .

0 Herald (Melbourne) 30 Deoember 1915, 937/1160

) Hughes to Mahon, 19 Jan/uary l9l6 937/135

i
.
Ll
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_seoretary,lreturned from farewelllng Hugheslln Sydney, the |
"two men plunged at once 1nto the enoTmOouS: task of oreatlng
pfan organlsatlon to control enemy prOperty 10 _J' ‘: -
- Mahon also had problems in his own department. deA.S,
'Kayser, 1n charge of passports, had been accused of dlsloyalty‘f
because of a reported conversatlon years before. Mahon B
,refused to condemn h1m and asked, 'who would llke to be
_' oonfronted W1th an 1solated remark in 1rrespon51ble after
p-dlnner ohat seven years baokQ'll' As part of h1s plans for the‘;
‘ development of the Northern Terrltory, he 1n1t1ated an enqulry';
1nto the pastoral 1ndustry, but was attaoked by radical
- Vlotorlan members for appointing antl-Labor oomm1ss1oners.12 -
‘Dr H. I Jensen, a Darw1n geologlst who saw hlmself as |
the looal spearhead ostoolallsm, was a oontlnual thorn in
h1s s1de and had been a leadlng agltator in Oppos1tlon to
jthe ll.dministrator',"fllr'"Gilruth;l3 Partly ow1ng $0 Jensen s
maohlnatlons, Gllryuth's reapp01ntment Was reJeoted by cabinet

14

on28 January ~but Mahon saw. no reason to abandon Gllruth

and was the more 1nollned to flght for hlm beoause he dlSllkEd

Jensen. On 28 Maroh he secured a modlfloatlon of the earller

10 Ar us 24 January 1916

i Correspondence in-Atlee Hunt papers, N.I. A., 52/1519 1520,
2 Correspondenoe, 7-13 Merch 1916, 937/627 631

13 Correspondenoe, 19-22 March 1915, 937/624-626

14 Shorthand draft Mahon/to Hughes, l6 Maroh 1916
937/121 o
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edecls1cn whlch enabled Gllruth to re-apply for apporntment

| at the end of hlS term15 but, ab the seme time, he was
| forced to agree to an enqulry into Gllruth's edmlnlstratlcn.l6
At the same time Mahon wa.s' also 1nv01ved in two West
:cAustrallan 1ndustr1a1 dlsputes.' The Kurrawang wcodcutters'
strike in January wa.s falrly‘strelghtforwardgl7 but the strlke :
on the TrenséAusfrelian railway wcrkings was . mich more
complicated. Allegatlons of corruptlon among the englneere
made by the clerk, Gllchrlet were 1nvest1gated by 8, royal
comnission and declared groundlees. When,O!Melley, as - |
minister for Hoqemdffairsg ineieted on.replacing.Gilchrist :
in his old-job,Darbyshire; the euperintending_engineer, |
refused 1o work-with-cim andimcstfcf the workers{onthe iine
struck in eympethy. At the_redueet efthe Australian'Workers
Union and the mayor of Kalgooriie, Mahcn,egreed.tcimediate.
He firmly-defended-the principle of ministerial'reeponsibility

and althcugh admitting-thet Darbyshire had been prcvcked,-

. induced him to apologlse to O'Malley, at the same time he

secured the tranefer of Gllchrlst to cther work.18
As acting Attcrney-General, Mahon admlnlstered the Wer

Precautions Act which, among other thlngs, dealt with sedltlous |

|

15 Mehon to Atlee Hunt, 29 larch 1916, Atlee Hunt
papers, N.L.A., 52/1052

16 jpos, 1 April 1926,

1 Thid., 13, 15 Jamdbry 1916.

18 Correspondence -937/1131, 1133, 1135, 1137, 1151; N
0'Malley's flle is N L. A., 460/1703 1918,

I3
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‘utteranoes. On 13 Maroh he met a deputatlon of unlonlsts
| fseeklng release of Joseph Skurrie 1mpr1soned for three monfhs._.
for deolerlng thet Australlan soldlers were as likely to
.7oomm1t etrooltles es were Germens. 19 Mahon refused to aooepf |
the delegatlon S olalm to an abstraot rlght of free speeoh, |
but later released Skurrie beoause he had expleted hlS
. 20" |
| offence. =

| On 16 Maroh, in a personal note to Hughes, he reported'
Gerran oontlnnes to wrestle gallantly w1th
. pyremids of papers ... Higgins®l... had the
.‘f;sorap iron people on our carpet lately .o
~_enemy share business goes on without a hitch
wee Tou fluttered Higgins J. 22 properly over
" Broken Hill matter. He actually threatened
- resignation. Higgins J. on strlke would
have .convulsed the. continent o Cabinet
- deolded not 4o renew Gilruth's appointment: -
vee Little Maloney?3 and Compeny threatened
dreadful smash if Fairbairn4 was ‘chosen for
NT commission. Trades Hall also ... A few
such trumpery outbursts but on the whole all .
’fgoes well .. An oceasional bleat from Joe 26
- Cook 25 but otherwise his crowd quite tame ...

-Under-the pressure of the two magor departments Mahon

became ill and_on-27 April retired to his home, initie11y~for*fe

19iArgus,‘14‘Msroh 1916J
_20 Tabor Gall, 30 Maroh 1916
el Sir John ngglns.

22 Henry Bournes ngglns

23 Dr William Maloney, M.H.R..

% George Pairbairn, Tiberal M.H. R.

25 Joseph Cook, M.H. 5L, leeral 1eader.f'

6 Shorthand draft,,Mahon t0 Hughes, 16 Maroh

1916, 937/121.
If




two days. e Whlle he was 1noapa01tated, the Baster Rebelllon
{ broke out 1n Dublln and pursued 1ts “bloody- oourse for a.
week before 1t was suppressed. Wlth the exceptlon of small
‘Slnn Weln elements 1n Sydney and Melbourne, the Australlan
Irlsh were flrm Home Rulers and were shooked bv what was
‘olearly a dlsastrous blow. to the cause. The United Irlsh
League and klndred organlsatlons all over Australla expressed |
;thelr Oppos1tlon in oables o the Brltlsh government 28
.Mahon made no publlc oomment but at the request of Pearoe,
_ as actlng Prlme Minlster, drafted a oable for the government
| 1_[;Oommonwealth government eXpresses deep
o “regret at rebellious outbreak in Dublin *
" (stop) Are confident great bulk Irish -
- people disavow and deplore proceedings -
~.-(stop) Representative Irishmen here as .
well as Catholic bishops, all Irish born,
-+ denounce and repudiate crlmlnallty of

~ Dublin fanatlos.29_

The authorltles in Dublln dellberately deolded on
reprlsals and w1th1n a week fourteen rebel leaders were shot.‘
Even the most loval Irlsh Australlans now began to waver
and the treatment applled 0 the rebels was bltterly eontrasted

-lw1th the kldglove treatment of the Ulster rebels of 1914 and

“the magnanlmltv extended to tHe Boers after the South.Afrloan

°T oy 5y 28 April 1916..
S ar us, 27 April 1916. 't-ﬂ» o o e
9 Draft oable, 29 Aprll 19ﬂ6 Pearoe papers, A.W Mo

Bundle 1, Tolder 3, Ttem 187. Mahon is 1dent1f1ed
as the author by en. annotatlon 1n Pearoe S hand. |

ST
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"war.

Mahon s 1llness lasted through most of May and kept

| h1m out of the conscrlptlon debate on 9 May, but hig s11ence

,fon the subaect, which was already beglnnlng to tear the |

‘.‘party in two, 1ntr1gued many peOple. The Labor Call rev1vedf”

A tlred old pun with 'Our Mahon may, be a good Mahn all the
Ifsame' 3 By the end of May he resumed duty32 and consented, .
;as actlng Attorney-General, to the prosecutlon of Bob Ross,

e promlnent Labor Journallst, for statements preaudlclal

53

to recrultlng. The Melbourne Trades Hall Coun011 debated

La motlon calllng for the reslgnatlon of the government on

22 June. One supportlng speaker asked whether any true

.7Labor man could prosecute a man for v0101ng h1s oplnlons |

and another alleged dlscourtesy t0-party members by Archlbald,

| Pearce, Webster and Mahon. The motlon yas 1ost but 50 of

the 81 members supported 1t.34 |

Slnce h1s reulrement Js C Watson had been coneerned

mainly w1th Labor press and had organlsed an 1ndependent

.cable serv1ce 10 break the monopoly of the Australlan

30
51
32 .

Advocate, 13 May 1916~ .
Tabor Call, 1 June 1916

Mahon t0 Higgins, 24 Hay 1916 ngglns papers,-”
MLk, 1057/259. ~ |

Tabor Gall, 8 June 1916'*.- .

33

4 Ibld., 29 June 1916




Associated -Press group. When some New Zealand papers deieeted,
thelecheme”seemed about %0 collapse and on 7 April Mahon won

Cabieetre approval in principle of preliminary arrangements

35

for & Cemmonwealth cable service. In May he proposed to go
0 Englandiimmediately e organise the scheme and perhaps
offer t0-assist the British govemment in Irieh.negotietions;
Hughes, in England, dieapproved strongly and wanted the
proposal held over until his returrl37 but Mehon, dissatisfied
with Pearce's cable drafted a second cable, pleading his own
case. 0 Hughes was adamantahd replied tolPearcethat his

views had not changed.39 Although rebuffed Nahon pianned'..

$0 meet Hughee.in Perth, convince him and proceed 1o England.40'

At the same iime he obtained a letter from the UnitedVIriSh
41

42

League authorising him %o speak'for the League in-England,
and after a. quarrel with Pearce in Cabinet, left fer Perth.
Mahon's extraordinary behaviour over the proposed trip

prompts the suspicion that he was still far from well, and

|
2 Cabinet de0151on, 7 April 1916, 937/689
% padiogram, Pearce to Hughes, 30 June 1916, 937/681.

g Radiogram, Hughes %0 Pearoe, 2 July 1916.° Copied
on 93%7/687. | i

Draft eable, Mahon to Hughes, n.d., 9%7/686.

5 Pearce to Mshon, 18 July 1916, 937/684.

%0 1hon to son Eddie, 27 July 1916, 957/683.

4 Dr O'Donnell t0. Redmond, 26 July 1916, 937/205.

ko Mahon %o son, 27 July 1916, Op.01t.

58
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<¥;}h1s undlgnffred porsastenoeilnlthe faoe of rebuffs suggests
"that he had a, stronger motlve than the cable serv1ce. The
.;iletter from O'Donnell can only be descrlbed as a gross

fv.ﬁblunder. The story leaked out and the Argus conmented, very
‘.properly, that 1f Mahon were 0 represent the Unlted Irish
-7League the antl-Home Rule foroes also deserved representatlon
'fby somebody of stand1ng.431

| Hughes and Mahon apparently met when Hughes arrlved

] :on 31 July Hughes was ready £0 approve Mahon v1s1t1ng England

'ofor the good of h1s health but Mahon, anx1ous to do what he

oould 1n the Irlsh crisis, saw that he could achieve little,

_w1thout 0fflClal standlng and asked Hughes %0 consult

‘.”Cablnet ahout the orlglnal proposal.44 Hughes then left

. for Melbourne and on 10 August Mahon was 1nstruoted 1o return

to‘Melbourne by the 24th, 1eav1ng the overseas $rip for -
»cons1deratlon after the meevlng of parllament o | | -_ |

He had planned o v1S1t Kalgoorlle to deal with a strlke p
agalnst the employment of enemy aliens on the mlnes4 but |
.hlS health agaln deterlorated and after adv1s1ng Lhe West

Australlan branch of the Unlted ITlSh League how to forward

43 Areus, 11 August 1916 937/694

* Yahon to Hughes, 31 July/l9l6 9%7/69%4, The
handwriting in this letter suggests that either
~ he was ill, under great nervous strain, or the
letter was written and/S1gned by an aman‘ensls._‘

+ Telegram, Hughes 0 Mahon, 10 August 1916 937/691 _‘

4 Mehon to Hughes, 11 August 1916, 937/692.
| | | Ay e




Aa“reSOIution.in*fevour of Home Rule to the British govern-

, 15

Lo

i

nent,' he asked Senstor Iynch to represent him in Kalgoorlie48

and returned‘to Melbourne.

' Hughee hed-come heok'determined:to introduce oonsoripa

-~ fion at any cost but found llttle eupport w1th1n hlS party.

and began to oanvass support elsewhere.‘ He‘seoured 5 state-

ment from,the British government that although mertial law

was retalned 1n Ireland as a preoautlon, shootlnge had

| oeased and the country was belng governed llke England under

{

the Defenoe;of the Realm Act.49 Armed with thre evidence,

he sought an interview with Arohbishop Kelly"of Sydney, but

found h1m ebsent and was greeted oynloelly by the Catholic

edltore of the orty.?o

Mahon aooepted the task of discussing
the cable with the Viotorlan hlerarohy, but when Archbishop

Mennix made his unalterable opposition to.consoription

‘perfectly clear in the first few minutes of the interview,

Hl

he'abandonedthe project.” .Soon afterwards,'Hughes was

incautious enough to boast to a union official who, unknown -

4 Catholic Press, 14 Septenber 1916.
1 Westralian Worker, 18 August 1916.

+ Secretary of State to Hughes, 12 September 1916,
9%7/301., Endorsed by Mahon 'This is the cable
Hughes gave me to show ArohhlshOp Carr & Dr Mamix'.

20 Tighe Ryan to Mahon, 15 September 1916, 937/237 |
hl |

Mahon's story is conflrmed by the Rt Hon. A.A.
Calwell, who was told by Dr Mannlx that he never

knew why Mahon hadfoome.
o
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: ‘to hlm, was a Cathollc, how he had secured Orange support
by alleglng Cathollc hostlllty to conscrlptlon When Mahon
| :heard this story 1t wes. the last straw. He offered his

"resignatioh to Hughes and refused to do anythihgmore to help

-‘\

- thé cohscription campaign; ‘Sincé Tudbr had alreadyresigned,'
) Hughes asked him not to re51gn 1mmed1ately in order to avoid
-fa Cablnet reoonstructlon at a difficult time. At this point

- the conversatlon was 1nterrupted, and he never agaln spoke

| privately to tne Prine izister. %2

JAlmhough Mahon was not an opponent in_ﬁfinciple of
;conscfiption,.hewas_notuprepared to covnfensnce the atmos-
. phéfe of-hystefia_in which thecampaign for cdnscription wa.s

conducted, During the eleétion.camﬁaign iﬁ'1917 he said:

+.» there never has been, and there never can

- be a question on which one man is less

- Justified in offering advice to another than
this question of comscription. It is pre-
eminently a question which ... every man
should decide for himself without exterior
influence ... When by compulsion, the
community drives its citizens into battle, the
consequences of its act v.. are: 1rrev@cab1e.
This is not to say that the communal act is’
wrong in itself. The point is that each
citizen shall take full responsibility...”?

Holding thgse views he had rigidly abstained.from'partiéipa—
,tion.in thelcampaign,and had also refrainéd from public
comment outlof loyalﬁy to h%s chief, fothe end‘offOctober,
however, that loyalty was é&acking}_oh 21f00tobef hié

it ¥
" Daily Herald (Adelaide), 4 Ny 1917, 937/1209

)3 Unldentlfled cutting (Westrallan Worker9 937/1184 o
i




.'agenﬁJin*Kelgoorlie*enquired about reports that he proposed

teceupﬁd;tcbnsc:iption'on the goldfielde( Mahon replied_."
- that heqﬁed no intentioneof visiting the goldfields and

had neverieupp0rted'eonecription. Iflhie constituents
disepproeed-ef hie attifude,he-offered to'resign.B4 When
Hughes heard'ofthie, he expressed astonishment because

| Mahen had'elwaye supported eoneoription.in Cabinet with

oy

voice and vote. This was denled by Mahon3s‘supporters,
but he himself said notﬁing, though by how his colours were
publiol§ nailed to the anti-comscriptionist mast. TYet
Hughes statement_may_ﬁéll*h5ve been correct, even when due
allowances are made for his tendency_ﬁo exaggerate, TWhat
Mahon opposed Was 1ot conseription but,the‘administrative
and political means by which Hughes sought o introduce it.
"By 24 October the strain of the crisis had proved t00

- much for Mahon and he entered Lewisham Hospital in Sydney.57

h8

On 11 November he returned to Melbourne”  and in the dramaﬁic
Caucus meeting of 14 November, at which the party was finally -

split, he was elected by the rump to prepare a press

”/

oh Argus, 2% October 1916
> Tpid

26 Bditorials Mr Hﬂghee & MJ/Mahon, Betraying
Cabinet Seerete, Catholic Press, 26 October 1916,

o1 A search of the hospital records for the period
- has failed to find any geeord of his admission.
He did however address letters from Lewisham

 Hospital. ¥
28 Sunday Times (Perth), }1 November 1916,




S . | | | _
stetement;?g' Next day he resigned from the Cabinet.

Australian Home Rule motion to strengthen Redmondlsﬁoand,

[ 15T

60
The-split ln the parliamentery,party wee a major

skifmieh*in'a much wider struggle covering the whole of

Australia.. When the smoke oleared, Mahon discovered that

| ‘of his West Australian odlleagues,lhe had lost his friend
7-Patrick.Lynch'as well aslPearOe, De Largie, Burchell and
‘Henderson W1th Whom he had never been pertlcularly close.

In the State perllament ten members had followed Hughes, |

but the party organleatlon remained firmly behind the Iabor

" Party. His:own electorate, however, had given a massive
art - Ty

vote in favour of comscription in the referendum.61

In Julyl9l6 tﬂe British government introduced &.new
Home Buleibill, providing for the exclusion of Ulster from .
the proposed Irish dominion, but'by 1917 Eedmond andthe
Ulster unionists Wefe etillfighting bitterly over details.

The Irish National executive in Sydney proposed a new
| 62

but this time Mahon was not even comsulted. He was bitterly

29 Caucus minutes, l4'November 1916,

%0 Ibid., 16 November 1916,

! While all this was going on Mahon and'Wateon
had negotiated the appointment of a young
journalist called John Curtin as editor of
the Westralian Worker Gurtln to Mahon,

9 February 1917, 937743

2 Jageurs to Higgins, 1 February l9l7, Higgins
papere, N LAy 1057/270 ;

b




,
.; hurt and regarded the prOpoeal as a plot by eupporters.'. .af'l
flof conecrlptlon to paclfy Irish antl-coneerlptlonlets.63
| Hughee had formed a minority government w1th leeral
| .eupport but when This attempts to form a Natlonallet govern-
-ment falled, it was clear that the 1mpaeee could be reeolved
”only 1n a general electlon. Mahon was ' duly nomlnated for
Kalgoorlle on 5 lareh 1917,64 and on the 20th attended &
;spe01al State conferenee $0 report on the coneerlptlon crisis.
_lHe earithat the rank and file had epllt only in Taemanla
and South Auetralla, demonstrated uhat Labor 5 defenee policy
gave ﬁe warrant for coneerlptlon for overseas seryice and
“ aseerted that Hughee wals ruthleeely trying to fulfil raeh
promlees te Tory polltlclans and newepapere. Under_wartlme |
;preeeuree,-he added, Cablnet had not crltlcleed ng_.igheel |
}schemes as rlgorouely as it ehould have done, but hlS own
deelelen to resign had been made in dleguet at the Prlme
Mlnlster S taetlos. He attrlbuted his laet minute re31gna-
tion to 111neee and the eonV1ct10n that his reelgnatlon

,belonged 0o Caueue and not the Prime Mlnleter.65

|

03 Draft memorandum undated 937/661. This may
well have been true as 1t was initiated by J.D.
Fitzgerald, M.L.C., a close colleague of Holman,
and finally oarrled through the Senate by P.d.
Tynche i

b4 State Executive mlnutee, vol.i2, p.277,
Battye Library, 1573A. '

65 Australlan Labor Federatlon, W.A. D1v1e10n.
Report of proceedings, '0f 10th General
Coun01l (Spe01al Cengreee) 1917, p 3
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When the campalgn Opened in Aprll, the Natlonal Party66 ;

?{nomlnated E. E. Heltmann to OppOSe Mahon. Heltmann was a \
_Journallst of German descent who had been a Labor M.IA,
'and a frlend of Mahon's,67 but the passlons aroused by

.‘:“conscrlptlon transcended frlendshlp and the oampalgn was

‘ ppartlcularly b1tter. In the ten issues” of 2 Labor Vanpuard,

'whlch he was authorlsed 10 publlsh,s8 he conoentrated heav1ly
on Heltmann's German aneestry 1n the hOpe of ohanglng the
vote of at least some ultra patrlots. In mld-Aprll a flood

of antl—Cathollc pamphlets, publlshed by Crltchley Parker o

o of the Australlan Mlnlng Standard desoended on. the eleotorate.9 TP
| Hughes, Cook and other Natlonallst leaders hastlly denled
respons1b111ty, whlle Forrest saw a subtle Labor plot beoause,
he sald, the pamphlets had been dlstrlbuted only to o
.Gathollcs.7Q On 30 Aprll Archblshop Mannlx referred to the |
| pamphlets 1n a8 speech at Gardenvale and clalmed, on- Mahon'o;

. authorlty, that Crltchley Parker had been glven free rlght"

6 Formed in 1917 by the fuglon of Hughes
. National Labor Party ang the Lloeral Party.

167 Mahon had tw1oe helped him through flnan01al N

“difficulties by guaranteelng loans by the
M.L.C. Insurance Cos |

® Gopies of all issues, 937/1185 1196

9. Probably Crltohley Parker's 'Patrlotlc
Pemphlets! series in phlch he castigated
Irish Catholics in general and Arehblshop
Nennix in partleular.

0 Unldentlfled outtlng 937/1212




7 ”/- 160
ioz entrylto the Prlme Minlstpr S offlce and/that when Parker
‘-was thredtened w1th a llbel action by an American firm, the j
‘~Pr1me Nlﬂlbter had saved hlm by pa551ng a special regulatlon
to forbld nUCh aotlons in waltlme w1th0ut the consent of
the Attorney-Generel [1 Speaklng at Kyneton on bhe same
day, Hughes retallated by accusing Mahon of changwng his
p051t10n in support of conscription only after an'lntervleW'
with Mernix, and asserted that the regulétion protecting
Parker had been passég in his absence.72 | | |
Mahon-outlined fhe history of his attitudeto conscrip-

tion in an interview with the Adelaide Daily Hefald,ja'and

replied to Hughes in anuinterview with the WGSt'Austfalian.

While Hughes!' story was 11terally true, he, sald the
regulation was drafted before Hughes left and hlS own role
was the purely mechanical- task of puttlng it th¢ouvh

74

Cabinet. In‘spite of Sir Rooert Garran" support Ior

Hughes denial that he knew anythlng of the regulation,‘it |
is dlffloult to imagine Mahon voluntavlly obllglﬂg an antl-
Irish publlcmﬂ;and the most llkeWy eyplanatlon is that Garran
hag, hlmself originated the regulation as somethlng whlch h°

knew would have Hughes'suppo%t.-

Ty,
72
13
14

Argus, 30 April 1917, 937/1211. -
Australisn Statesman and|Mining Standard, % May 1917.
Daily Herald (Adelalde}' 4 ey 1@17, 957/1209,
Unldentlfled cutting, 937/1214.
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l Ever 51noe the 1890s there had been a flrmly held though.J
» f'qulte unsupported popular bellef on the goldflelds that all
i southern European mlgrants were somehow involved in a
complloated mlgratlon system which ensured theJr 1mmed1ate |
_;:employment on arrivel over the heads of native Australians.
In August 1916 & Tumour spread that & shlpload of Maltese |
was oomlng to_replaoe.men on active serv1oe,:LThe first part
of the-story was true but the second, which wes never proven, .
| aroused great.exoitement. Mahon repeatedﬁthe story during
'theeleotion cempaign, and suggested that the Maltese had
~ been 1ntended to fill.the economic vacuum oreated by
'oonsorlptlon. Hughes replled that he himself had asked the
Imperial government to st0p‘the Maltese anq while Mahon had
supinely awaited a reply from Eng}and, he had personally
forbidden the 1anding of a shipload of Maltese who arrived
in the meantime. He had then taken the business out of
Mahon's hands because he thought him 1noapable of strong
enough aotlon.75
The general eleetlon of 1917 was complloated by the
problem of extending the franohlse t0 men on actlve serv1oe.
Hughes undoubtedly belleved That the troOps would suppor’t
his 'win the war' party and the,offlclal Labor Party, what-

o ] - ) -
ever doubts it may haveﬂed, dared not oppose the Act passed .
. i S - o

. Y T -
75.Kalgoorlie Miner, 2$/Aprll 1917.
T o

I




'j*ffor the purpose

-by 180 votes.

18 mia.
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whloh pr0v1ded for a spe01a1 eleetlon

‘i»procedure 1n whleh votee were to be eaot hot for persons

?

. j@but for partles. The poll was held on 5 May ahd by the Tth,
}Heltmann had 8 small lead. The boxes from the outlylng
| ~centres at flrst put Mahon Well ahead but by 15 May his

,lead had,been reduced e 137. The two men were very evenly

matched, Wlthln the 01ty area of Kalgoorlle, Mahon had taken

e

?Boudder, Hannans and Ivanhoe, wh1]e Heltmahn had only won

: Brownhlll. In the outlylng oentres, however, Heltmahh had

won Coolgardle, Duhdas, Men21ee and Mt Margaret, whlle Mahon |

"hadeonly~taken Kenowna, , Leonora‘and Tilgarn. Even-so, had |

the”poll been confined ‘o thoSe'resideht:ih the'eleotorate,
Mahon would have won.by 136, 1 Heltmanh S magorlty of 316
from the overseas returns, however, gave hlm the v1etory
Mahon and his supporvers attributed the result partly
%0 inferior organleatlon and press hostlllty, but malnly to
the eoldlers vote. Beeause of the recent eonfu51on, they
argued, many soldiers undoubtedly thought that mlnlsterlallst_
meant Labor and not a fuelon dominated by 01d polltloal |

18

enemies.' . The eontentlon wa.s supported by the offleens in

| 76pcommonwea1th Electoral (varvime)_Act, No.8 of_}917.: .

77.Ka1goorlieMiner,‘18 Moy 1917,
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"lioﬁargeIOf the election oVerseas,'who reported that many men
-had abstalned from voting elther from apathy or beoause they | ;
dld not understand the pos1t10n at home,79 and that some may

have been confused beoause propaganda spoke of Tabor and

| Natlonallst,-whlle the‘ballot papers gave a choice between

mlnlsterlallst and Opposltlon.80 Further oonflrmatlon came

d from Sergeant W P. Foley, on active serv1oe. In a letter

'to R E. Gllfford he wrote:

Federal polltlos was the cause of much
‘discussion a short time back, Mahon belng
quoted as odds on favorite. How in the
name of fortune soldiers votes defeated

~him I cant explain ... I hardly know of
anyone from the Fields who voted against

- hims I am not going to offer any explanation
but the method of votlng at the front dldn't
appeal to me.81

Mahon contemplated an appeal to the High"dourt but,
having reoeived«no support from Caucus, abandonedthe'idea,82
~and retlred once agaln 1nto his secure pos1tlon as managlng

dlreotor of the Gatholro Ghuroh Property Insuranoe Company .

& Finsl report re Federal Eleotlons 1917 -
overseas Forces (Typeoorlpt in Australian

war memorlal) App H. -
Tbid., p.12.

Unidentified outtlng, 24 November 1917
- State Executive ACLIP. outtlng book T,
Battye lerary, 1573A/7 |

Oauous mlnutes, 13 June 1917

80
81

Y '
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CHAPTER 8

(Climax

The Irish executions of 1916 had, paradoxically, given
“the defeated-party final victory and the nenlState of affairs
was symoolised in 1917 by the'eleotion.of De Valera, the‘Sinn.'
Feln leader, for the old constituency of Wllllam Redmond, -
kllled in action. |

| In_Australia:Sinn Pein, encouraged by Archbishop Mannix;
was rapidly gaining.ground. The defection from the Labor
movement of many of its nonconformistdleaders had left a rump
dominated by Irish Catholics., Had Wiahon remained in politics
he would have‘beenan obvious and probably sncoeesful candi-
date for party leaderehip;: insteadwhe had been defeated ands
nearing sixty, with a general eleetlon three yeare away, hlS.
 chance of a eameback seemed sllm. Ho;oonld never re81st a
political battle, however, and in July 1917 offered the State

executive to run a Labor Vanguard for the duratlon of

"Tutey's wrestle W1th the areh rat Scadoan' 1 He spent part
of August and Seplember 1n Weste m Australla and was hack

2
again for the second oonscrlptlon relorendum in Deoember.

I
! Mehon to A.E. Green,; M.L. A., g July 1917, 937/105.
Refers to a contest for Brown Hill between ex premler |

John Scaddan and J.T. Iutey of the A.I. Po o
2 Unidentified cuttlnos of 1etters, 15-19 Decembex
1917, 937/1203 i |

rl

.”;




lee Redmond's Natlonallst Party 1n Ireland, the

“ Uulted Irlsh League lost ground in Australla. fIts place was ,;
'fstaken by the frankly Slnn Feln Young Irlsh League, some 0f

'whose members had already become martyrs through 1nternment ’ -7
| .}The new leaderu organlsed g Home Rule demonstratlon chalred

"by ArchblshOp Mannlx at the RlchmOhd racecourse on 5 November.
-'_?The Unlted Irlsh League held aloof, but when Maunlx had some

dof the more extreme resolutlons toned down, many of 1ts
;l?members followed the new lme.a-r Mahon, Wwho found it dlfflcult
.fto shed h1s llfelong bellef in oonstltutlonal methods, wes

L

among the abstalners but 1ntervened nevertheless 1n a press

>

| *dlspute bevween Mannlx and the A_ggs about the demonstratlon.
o HlS publlc appearances 1h the nexm vwelve months Were
'rare,.probably beoause he was busy W1th prlvate affa1rs.§;
“In February and March 1918 he ran a polltlcal column 1n the

IWestrallan Worker7 and in July l918 led a deputatlon to the

8 :
-mlnlster for prlce lelng, over the prlce of meat.  He

kR 2, r., 1917-19, WL, 1. 1055
4 Ar ggs, 3 November l9l7
07 Ibld., 6 November 1917

6 He was moving from h1s old home in Stanhope
Street,-Malvern, 0 a new orchard he had
establlshed at Ringwood, and was superv1s1ng
the construction of a new house by Walter

~ Burley Grlffln.

,7 Cuttings of. series, 937/12®M 1208,
8 State Executive minutes, vol.i2, D 447,
Battye lerarv, 1575A :




R . C . | - o |
o appears, however, to have been extraordlnarlly ellent about

"'Irlsh polltlcs at a cru01al perlod. In_Maroh.1918‘the -

| Brltlsh sponsored Irlsh Gonventlon had‘brokenddomn and,soon
| afterwards John Redmond dled. In November the Irieh Nationa~-
1lst Party suffered eleotoral annlhllatlon and the trlumphant
n81nn Feln Party, refu81ng t0 take eeats 1n the House of
Oommons, set up 1ts own Dall Elreann 1n Dublln. Thls wa:s
'f open rebelllon and the only oourse 1eft for the conetltutlona—

1ist was to declare hls alleglence._ Late 1n 1917 Nahon had
av01ded commlttlng hlmeelf at the Home Rnle demonstratlon .
but, on 26 January 1919 at the trad1t10nal Irlsh plonlo,T
organleed for the flrst time by the Celtlc Club 1nstead of
‘the United Irleh Teague, he made hlS p051t10n olear by
l'afflrmlng the sole rlght of the Irlsh people 1o determlne
~the form of government for Ireland and by referrlng in hls
speech to 'the concluelve demonetratlon 1n Ireland of the _;'
'futlllty of mere parllamentary aotlon' ) The traln of events
suggeste that he had at last reeolved his orlsle of eoneclenoe
~ and from then on he_Was an open enpporter of the_Slnn Fein
government. | o ! ‘.’ .- :: | g

' The Unlted Irleh Leag@e, y now completely dlscredlted,

fought agalnst flnal extlnctlon throughout 1919, but 8 new
| organleatlon wae obvlouelp)needed 0 co-ordlnete the.tenl |

W

E Advocate, 1 February hgi9,- o
L l:‘ff':_‘
it
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.-IriSh é6ciefies around Meibourne;-Aboht 3/5;1ya prelimin-' |
- ary meeting.décided to éStablish'the Irish Ireiand-Leagué.lQ 
It waslformailyiconstituted on 22 Séptemhér with J.W. RYan
as proViéionai preéident.andlA.A. Calwell as secretary.ll
Its objectives were: "

To assist the people of Ireland.
To create and foster among the Irish race -

| ‘in Victoria, a spirit of loyalty.
To promote knowledge of the history,

language and music of Ireland. |

To demand for Irishmen and their descendants,
- the rights enjoyed by others in Victoria,
To raise friends for Ireland. : |

At this meeting Mahon was eleéted to. the.governing ciouncil,l2
and on 27‘September he was elected president.l3

Mehon won the Kalgoorlie‘selection ballot_for the
general election of 1919 by nearly 1900 votesl4_and left for
Western Australia in October.l5 His son Arthur, Who had won
the M.C. as an artillery officér in the war, arrived in
Kalgoorlie before him, Mahon hinself Was delayed in Adelaide

by the cancellation of a train and while there spoke in_the'

19 msa., 5 uiy 1010,

1 RY Hon. A.A. Calwell recently retived as
~ leader of the Federal Parliamentary Iabor Party.

12 Advocate, 2T September 1919‘.\
3 Ibid., 4 October 1919,

14 Telegrams McCallum to Mahon, 20 October 1919
and McCallum to Callanan, 22 October 1919;
" Qorrespondence of the!1919 campaign committeey
Battye Library, 15734423, - :

15 Mahon to McCallum, 21 October 1919, ibid,

i/ X .

Ul
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State electlon campalgn and helped to settle/a rallwey
dlspnte.l-6 He arrlved in Fremantle on 20 November, left

| 1mmed1ately for Kalgoorlle and opened his oempalgn on the y
22nd.17' After 62 years of violent act1v1ty and 1nd1fferent

, health, Mahon was no longer the v1goroue candldate who
revelled in electlons and travel, but he now had ‘help. Whlle

‘he spoke only in Kalgoorlle and occupied hlmself melnly w1th

| the produetlon of ) Labor Vanguard, Arthnr Mehon and a number |
13

of Sbabe polltlclans toured the. baokblocks on hlS ‘behalf,"
HlS Opponent Heltmann, had made no spe01al 1mpre851on in
parllament and although he had enllsted had seen 1no aetlve
serv1oe; The Hughes government_had begun to lose popularity
with the inevitable postwar economic upsets and to a war |
weary electorate Mahon represented a neturn'to a happier past.,
. He was fortunate too in the outbreak of'a majonlstrikeaover
the employment of non-unionists on the*mines'end;the'arrest
of eleven strikers on 11 November, gave him a perfeot
opportunlty to. remind his audience of how he and Stanlforth‘-

19

Smith had defended the alluvial mlners.ln‘1899. When the

16 Kelgoorlie Miner, 17 November l9l9

L Telegram, Arthur Mahon to McCallum, 14 November
1919; Campaign oommlttee oorrespondenoe, OpeCits;
- Kalgoorlie Miner, 24 November 1919.:

Mahon to McCallum, 23 November 1919, MeCallim to
Green, 29 November 1919; Campaign oommlttee -
correspondence, 0p. oltﬁ

9 Westralian Worker, 28 November l9l9, 937/1202

18
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.~h‘

”flnal flgures were publlshed Mahon 1ad won the seat by 740
votes.:,f';-”' | - / |
. Mahon 8 parllamentary performance 1nl920 was far
‘below hlS old standard, either because of the decllne in
| hlS powers or because of his 1ncreas1ng absorptlon in Irlsh |
affalrs.2g Soon aiter,the session opened he_gave notice of
Ia.mOtion which“deplored British policy in.Ireland as.designed-
e antagonlse Amerlca and. confllct w1th the theory of respect
for the rlghts of small natlons, d1rected the,Australlan -
.representatlve at the League of Natlons t0 urge self—
1government for Ireland and. ordered that COpleS of the |
‘resolutlon be sent to the Brltlsh government the president
of the Unlted States and the Council of the League of Natrons?l
When the notlce paper was published Sir Robert Best, a. 1ead1ng :
Orangeman, ccuntered by proposing a flve p01nt amendment which
| effectlvely negated Mahon s motion. . In splte of another
supportlng motlon from Frank Brennanzz.Mahon, after countlng‘
heads, saw that he had no chance of success and sbandoned

" his motlon.

Instead of speaking to his Home Rule motion on 18 March

20 0f the 102 days for Whlch he was a member,
he was only present 60 times and spoke only
three or four times.! .

2l Notice paper, 18 March 1920 Clerk of the
Papers, House of Representatives.

22 Wotices of proposed amendment, 10, 17 March |
1920, 937/302, 303"
i




B / 170
'be'uadeuaﬁuiderauging speeoh on the Address-inéReplywhich~
'aiuost-approaohed his old form; He weleomed the Country¢
'Party t0 the House but doubted 1ts professed respect for
economy because 1t had approved W A, Watts' trip overseas,
had agreed to a separate admlnlstratlon for the Mandated
Terrltory of New Gulnea, and had approved the establlshment
~of the Commonwealth Pollce Force which was a scandal ' The
Labor Party had in any case protected oountry 1nterests
'for years., He then dlscussed the sugar 1ndustry whloh, he
‘sald, had always léaned on the oommunlty and conoluded by
generally rev1ew1ng the problems of war gratulty, repatrlatlon
~and war Serv1oe homes.23 For all praotloal purposes, thls
 was hls’last speech.

Mahon_was mOre.deepiy iuvolvedin frisb aud Catholic
affairs than he had ever been. In February, he prepared a
paper on the 1nterned priests for an annual conference of

. the Catholic Federatlon,24

and on 6 Aprll he spoke- at a.
farewell function fdr.Archblshop Mannix, then‘leaulng for
Furope. With mild facetiousness hepointedout that although'
His Grace was-leaving, his return ticket was already booked,
and that Mannix had ref%sed a.testimouial'of £50;000. Tbe'

Archbishop's critics, he said, would have been delighted.

2% - M
C. P.D., XCI, 559. i
o4 Advocate, 21, 28 February 1920.

s
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'With the opportunity offered by £50, 000 or even 50 OOdapence.
He was glad to know that rumours of the Archbishop's trans-
’latlon were unfounded, and defended the right of even a high
olerio”to speak his mind on politics. 25

‘ By may Me.hon -wa.s beglnnlng o) feel -the straln and
attempted to resign from hlS position in the Irish Treland
League.26 He was persuaded 0 pontlnue in office, but did
not attend'a'meeting”organiSedlby the league on 15 Augus?

10 protest againet the order prohibiting Mannix from entering
Ireland, altnough he expressed his full support for the
objeotOf.the meeting in a letter of_apology.ZT

By now Ireland was in a state of anarchy approaching
 open warfare, with daily murders and arrests. On 20 August
Terence MacfSwiney, Lord Mayor of Cork, was arrested for
possessing a copy of a police cipher code and, after belng
sentenced by oourt martial to_two years imprisonment, wes
removed immediately to Brixton Prison near London, where he
.promptly went on a hunger strike. In previous oases,da
Hanger etrike-had often se%ured the release of the prisoner,‘
but MacSwiney was so importent that the British government

steadfastly refused oonoeesions. MacSwiney, a mystic with a
‘ ij,-/ | o

i )

25 Tpid., 8 Aprll 1920.
26 Mahon to Calwell, 20 May 1920 937/65
°T yavocate, 19 Auguet 1920. |
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_’touon-of'fanaticiem, thereupon opted for”martyrdom and on
| 25 October, seventy-four days after hlS 1noaroerat10n, hek'

| mudled of starvatlon. Thlrty years earller, MaoSWlney s father
’ had settled in: Melbourne where the boy was brought up, |
__returnlng to Ireland only after the death of hlS father in

}'1895 The case aroused world wide interest, but since
nmembers of the famlly s$ill llved in Melbourne, the Melbourne
‘ITlSh felt 8, deep pereonal 1nvolvement. Mahon, as pre51dent

| of the Irlsh Ireland League, sent a cable to'Mannixasking
“him 0 proteet agalnst the murderous treatment' of MaoSW1ney?9

:'On 26 October the league passed a motion of sympathy with.

| MaoSWlney 8 famlly and began to plan 8, protest demonstratlon

30

for i November. ) Mahon, Who had been. 1ll, deolded to take

1ndependent parllamentary actlon and on 5 November moved the
"adJournment of the Houee 0 dlscuss the death of MaoSw1ney

31

as a_matter,of UTrgency. -Australla, he said, had_fought

o) defend\the right of small-nationsato.seli determination,
and since the people had accepted the war enthueiastioally, l
they must-be taken 2150 t0‘support.the'prinoiple'mhioh:ehould
be applled to Ireland. The death of MaoSWlney could there-

Tore upeet relatlons between Bnltaln and Australla.- He began
' il |

Noirin Chavasses Terence MaoSw1ney (Dublln, 1961)
Advooate, 2 September 1920 | |

Ibid., 28 October 1920, ||

C.P.D., XCIV, 6257. /

29
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"anemotlonal eulogy of MacSW1ney, and when. 1nterrupted by
.'MHJOT Charles Marr, a natlonallst ex-serv1ce member, was.
led 1nto a heated exchange of personalltles about war
: dserv1ce. When Yarr fell silent, Mahon attacked the Brltlsh
pollce, but Was caught up in another heated wrangle W1th
1nter3ectors durlng whlch he denled hotly that hlS parlla-
,Imentary oath of alleglance 1mp11ed alleglance to the Brltlsh -
______ !government In fesponse to another 1nter3ector, he agked
| angrlly what the war between Brltaln and Germany had to do
W1th,Australla. He became 50 emotlonal that Sir Joseph Gook
clalmed, on a point of order, that 1t was 1mp0851ble to
debate the eubJect calmly. Mahon promptly accused Cook of
atrylng to 51lence him by'usurplng hlS tlme.__-

The Prlme Minister in reply, regretted that Mahon |
should try to do evil 0 Britain and, although he- eympathlsed
Wlth MacSw1ney, aeserted that hlS death, for Whloh Brltaln |
could no 6 be blamed, wa.s 1n a Wrong cause, In any event the
case Was of no concern to Australla. He Would not Justlfy
Brltleh pollcy in Ireland and, although he hlmself had trled
to medlate, he believed that Brltaln;could never.govern
Irelend prOperly, On theothen'hand, England could never

. permit an Irish republic to ﬁhreaten her security. He
interpreted MahOnle reference.to strained relatiOns_ae a

threat to foment trouble - let him try it. The thirdspeaker,

oo
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":eTudor, had Just concluded a short and rather colourless

speech when Marr moved the gag. Although J M Fowler
protested and four government members voted w1th the Opposi-- *
itlon, the motlon Was carrled 30-17 and Mahon was denled the -
proper ventllatlon of the subJect which he had sought
o Two days later a crowd estlmated at 3, OOO %0 5 000
| attended the Irlsh Ireland League demonstratlon on the
| Rlchmond Reserve where Mahon, as chalrman, dellvered the
| most savage speech of his career.32 Br1t1sh pollcy in -
‘ Ireland, he sald, Was more 1nfamous than that of the most
‘ bloody and cruel of the Russ1an Czars, and the 'sobs of
NacSwiney ' s Wldow would one day shake the foundatlons of thls -
'bloody and accursed despotlsm' If the pollce Were belng
“shot in the back they must be runnlng away but in any case,
_they were only 'Sples, 1nformers and bloody cutthroats.
p - Their souls 1f they had any were probably 1n Hell and I

would not have the sweet s011 of Ireland p01soned by thelr

carrion clay'

\

In’ comparison w1th Mahon 8 full blooded and wholesale
maledlctlon, the speeches of the other polltlclans present -
‘were something of an antlcllmax, but the meetlng nevertheless \

~concluded on a thoroughly aggress1ve note when Jod Golllns,

32 The full text, as publlshed in the Trlbune, |

w1ll be found 1n Appendr& B.

T .
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alreturnedlsoldler, moved that in v1ew of the dlsgraoelwhlohr"
Brltlsh pollcy 1n Ireland had brought on the Emplre, the
meetlng should pledge 1ts support %o any move for. the
;establlshment of an Australlan-republlo.BB;Thle wae'oarried'
'unanlmously. o | | o

| Because of the 1norea51ng 1ntran51genoe anong the
" Irish oommunlty 51nce 1916 Slnn Feln Was regarded by 1920
as belng synonymous w1th dlsloyalty, and the reports of the |
meetlng 1n the dally press were greeted by an 1mmed1ate outory,
The report in the gg_'was clearly oondensed and represented i
10 more than a fair reporter S summary of the main 11nes of
the speech.j4 The Ar us, on the other hand, gave the meeting
half a column, 1nclud1ng what appeared to be a verbatlm
report of Mahon s-speeoh, but'whioh was little more than a
third, olearly seleoted for sensatlon value.35 No verbatlm
| report was avallable untll the publloatlon of the Oathollo
Weekly Trlbune on Thureday, the llth.

EOn the mornlng of 9 November, thehmatter wassdisoneeed

in Cabinet and when the House metpatlB.p.m., Hughes_moved  |

53 Mahon had left the meetlng y thls tlme and there

is some doubt as to Whether Collins' motion was
on the Agenda. Collins, though sti11 alive,
refuses to answer letters but I find it hard to

believe that Mahon would have W1111ng1y supported
such a motlon.

;g’_g_, 8 November 1920 /

Argus, 8 November 1920, "The text of the report
will be found 1n Appendlx B. - .

-
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the adjoﬁrnmenton'a matter of privilege. Iﬁfter readiné

the report from the Argus, he asked'permission for Mahon %o
make & stafemént. In reply Mahon said that his parliamentary
record had hitherto been impéccable; that his religion'had
recently been attacked in the House, that he vas subject to
the law of the land forlanything he said outside the House
and that anybody who dared fo catechise him in the House
about his extra parliamentaryléctivities could 'go to the |
devil'. When Hughes asked him once again to confirm or deny
the report, he defiantly refused and walked out._ The Prime
Minister then left the Chamber himself.andspent several

hours in conference with the Solicitor-General, Sir Robert

36

Garran.

The next day the matter_was'discussed'in a Nationalist

Party meeting.37 Hughes said:

Parliament must ftake action or it would
be condemned by the people of Australia,
The government considered that Mr Mahon
should be expelled from parliament. It was
for the party to express its opinion. I%
-must be remembered that if Mr Mahon were
expelled and was once again elected it |
would be a bad thing for the party. Then
again, Mr Mahon might deny meking the
statement, or he might, when charged,
‘retract and apologise. If he did this,
the offence might be -overlooked. It was
essential that some action must be taken
at the earliest possible moment, otherwise
the govermment and the party would be
discredited.”

I

-~ .
% Age, 10 November 1920.

o Nationalist Party Mﬁnute'BoOk, 10 Hovember
1920; Pearce paper?, N.L.A., 213/374.

'
il - .




The}pavty;deoided, without any real dieouesion,lto support

expulsion end'e formal memorandum in Hughes® execrable hand
[

'requlring Mahon toAattend in the House for an expulslon motion,
Wag. dellvered to Mahon' s home at 1 30 p.m. by the secretary
of the Prlme Minlster 5 Department When at 2.30 Hughes cave |
notlee thet he prOposed to move for expu151on next day, Mahon
was still absent and was reported 10 have a spralned ankle.

In a letter to Tudor, however, he explalned that -

If-I—attend I must do one of two‘thlngs-

(1) T must modify or explain away the
passages 0f -my speech on which their charge
‘hangs, or (2) make a statement in justification

of those passages. ,

To take the first course means. surrender to
the bigot sectarian clamor that has been ralsed
in other words to crawl down ...

Now as 0 the second - Hughes is in an
obvious difficulty in prooeedlng on an
unverified report in an enemy newspaper of
an isolated passage or passages divorced
from what preceded and followed e

So I consider the wiser policy is to allow

. my answer. of yesterdey to stand o.. I diglike
disregarding the views of the party ... [they]
should remember that we are dealing with a: gang
whose minds are already definitely closed ..
‘T wish by my absence fto show my scory and
contempt for the whole servile crew.

When . the House opened in the afternoon, Hughes invro-ll
Vi " 59 |

duced his motion immediately after Question Time”” by reading

) 1etter from Mﬁhon in‘Which[he

Mahon 0 Tudor [10 November 1920] 937/655. -

The gellerles were orowded and a radio
amateur had been permltted 0 carry out
an experlmental transmission.

¥

59
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h_i(l)ﬁhasserted that the charge agalnet hﬂg was
~  supported only by a garbled report in an
‘,,,enemy newspaper,_-
(2);;Den1ed dlsloyalty t0 the soverelgn or emplrel
- but .asserted the right of any Australlan to o
~“cr1t101se British mlnlstrles' | |
(3)7QA11eged that the maln theme of the speech
~ was.a plea for peace between Britain and
: Ireland to preserve the empire;

p(4) ,Refused to appear personally in parllament
* ‘~;wbecauee his fate had already been declded.

 The Prlme Mlnleter then went on o say that Mahon had not
denied anythlng and added that although he had no verbatlm |
Teport of thie speech, he had the aff1dav1ts of four Jounna- :

- llsts t0 eupport the charge. He flatly denled the ex1stence |
” of any saered principle of self determlnatlon whlch mlght be
held to Justlfy the Irlsh revolt declared that any proposal
to separate Australla from Brltaln was treason, since without
Britain, her ‘Rock of Agee" Australla was defenceless and
asserted that Ireland and Brltaln being at war Justlfled
violent measureeo He concluded by aseertlng that as one who |
knew Mahon well, he was conv1nced that the latter was
motivated not by passlon but by cold calcnlaped deelgn.49

The speech'wae mainly Geltic.oratorydesdgneditO'justify

41

the'expuleion. Incidental}y, 1t alSO‘eerved_to justify

9°6,p.0., X017, 6380, |

H Mr Kim Beazley, M.H.R.,)was told some years

ago by the late Sir Farle Page that he was so
disgusted by Hughes' histrionics that he contem-
plated voting against him, but decided it would
be polltlcally unW1se/to do so. -

i



.Mahon s absence on the ground thet hlS fate wesfalready
sealed | o

Tbe debate whloh followed Was extraordlnary._ The only-
other speakers on ¢he mlnlsterlel side were Mexwell and,
| _Fowler, both polltlcal 'Maverlcks' Tddor, the leader of

j-the Oppos1t10n, moved an emendment dehying the oompetence of

- the House to deel w1th Mahon and essertlng that he should.

. have been trled by a Judge and Jury. One affer another his

!

followers developed dlfferent aspeots of the same theme,
| but:none-ofthem-was prepared elther to deny flrmly that
Mzhon had-used the words in quesvlon or to‘assertfirmlv his
rlght 40 freedom of speech.4 All they were, prepered to say
© was that the facts were not adequetely proven dnd thet
\parllement was not the proper plaoe in whlch o) try and prove
| themm, Both Fowler and Msxwell, however,.p01nted out that
Mahon's refdsel to deny the ellegatiOnIWes tantemount in
their eyes to an adnission of guilt. The other government
| membeps preserved'e stony1silenoe.' | |
Not'lopg afver the dirner adjourhdeht Hughes produoed.
the affidavits to which he had Teferred earlier, The Argus
- report had been taken by'F.J,.&blly, a freelance journalist

Who also worked for the Advocate. Three of the affidavits

i

Hon. Norman Makin who was' present, confirms
my impression that the Labor Party was deeplv
embarressed.- ';ﬂ |
\ /
a

W
i
B
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proved only that Kelly had descrlbed hlS notes as an accurate
'report of the speech and that the gggg_ report was an
accurate condensamlon of that report., The only ev1dence by
an eye—w1tness was from Carrlngton of the Agg. Hughes then
prodiiced Kelly S orlglnal notes as & Srump card, but since
they were not supported in any way, thelr value was equally

43

questionable. | |
As the debate dragged on-ﬁhrough'the‘night.it became
more and nore acrimonious:'at.3:40 a.n. Tudor's amendment
Was defeated by 34 votes to 17. Frank'Ansﬁey, who was the
only realooratof in the Labor Parﬁy,then'directed his
attentionlto the original motion.‘ He‘argued.that the trial
of such a. questlon by parllament must be ungust because of
the polltlcal pa351ons aroused and had just begun to crltlclse
~ the ev1dence when Sir Joseph Cook suddenly moved the gag.
The astonished Anstey asked the Speaker whether the gag -
coulddbeproperlyuoovedhin the middle of a sneech."When
assured that the'procedure'wae cOrrect;Ahe“said dramatically,
'Thank you, I.am mich obiiged, “God help you in.the'future',
and saﬁ down. The gag was then carried 34 to 17.and the

original motion by the-sameumajority.44

| 43 None of these documents can now be found
in the. records. of the chse.

*.0.2.0., 3017, 6472, 0f tle 26 members of the.
‘Tabor Party only 16 actually voted, Eight were
- paired but only flve of these are marked as
absentees. |



| there 1s llttle or no real doubt that Mahcn did meke a

181 |
/

Although the ev1dence presented by Hughes was feeble,~

7

_,partlcularly savage speech, the obJect of whlch was to brlng .

‘the Brltlsh government 1nto hatred and contempt. Desplte

| the constant 1nference that he ‘had been mlsreported, the

flrst verbatlm report45 showed that w1th the exceptlon of

a flnal paragraph in which he had descrrbed the condltlon

of Ireland as a danger to the Emplre, even the Argu report,

f
though selectlve, gave a falr 1mpress1on of the tone of the

speech. It 1s equally clear, however, that he was not |
attacklng the monarchy or the structure of the Emplre. His
sole obaect was 10, condemn partlcular aspects of Brltlsh
act1v1ty in Ireland and 1f hlS ch01ce of words was 1nd1screet,
others had been equally 1nd1screet w1thout faclng any charges?Gl

The speech was not a carefully planned attempt to sway )

‘multltude as Hughes 1mplled a It was, in fact dellvered

47

+ Advocate, lO November 1920. mr Frank Murphy,
now editor of the Advocate, who was present,
“has no doubt that NMahon was properly reported.

E. g+; Senator J.C. Stewart who, in l917, had condemned‘~
the prlnclple of monarchy in general and the’ Royal
family in partlcular. Herald, 15 March 1917.  H.H.
Asquith, who had de crlbed events in Ireland as 'a
policy of blind, pltlless andlnimammunate Ievenge.
Unidentified cutting, 937/658.

Rt Hon. A.A. Calwell who wes present at Rlchmond, . |
thinks that Mahon had at first no intention of speaking .
~ as he did. He used no notes and was obviously deeply
,-moved. It should be pointed out however that parts of
the .Richmond Speech repeat. almost verbatlm, his speech

in the debate of 5 November. |

S

46
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purelylin:response'todoiroumStanoes. NMahon belleved
passlonately that the MaoSW1ney oase deserved d1souss1or and ¢+
had tried to ventllate 1t oonstltutlonally 1n parllament

When the opportunlty was denled hlm, h1s normally 1rr1table
temperament, probably aggravated by recent 1llness, oaused

an outburst of the violent and v1tuperat1ve 1anguage to

which he had always resorted in conflict. Hatlonalrslngu-.'

his motives after expulslon, he sa1d

They oalled my speeoh an outburst. Well,

you cant secure the ear of a continent by
mealy mouthed platitude or tawdry commonplaoe..
You can.win it only by something striking or
dramatic, and in such a good cause, the

results were worth the risk. 48

Mahon clearly did not think that he had sa1d anythlng

sedltlous and indeed hlS first response to Hughes‘ ohallenge -

suggests that he was taken by surprlse. He,hadaalways,been o

known as a 1og1oa1 Speaker,but'hls-flrstireaotion_masﬁto,-
refer to his'twenty\years'ofimpeooahle‘servioeaandto attaoks,
on his rellglon, both of which were 1rre1evant He seemed $o |
need time to thlnk then, hav1ng thought deolded to say nothlng
and walked out. | :

Since Hughes nevermentioned the oase again afterjthe
expulsion debate, one can ondy guess at his motlves.‘ To many |

people both at the tlme and s1noe, he was oompletely cynlcal

48,Tribune, 18 November 1920, 937/658.
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; Mahon belleved that he hoped o ., /'

(1) To stlmulate 1agg1ng subeorlptlons t0 a
- £25,000 testimonial by a JHdlClOUS | o
| ?dlsplay of . 1mper1allst fervour, - S e

(2) To 1mprove his shaky polltloal p051t10n
" by meking a vacancy. which could. ea511y he
~ won by a National Labor candldate 49

- The flrst of these suggestlons is obV1ously a canard whloh,
while it may e true, is unllkely ever to De proven. ‘The
. ‘seoond and=more oredlble suggestlon, howeuer, deserves care-
ful cou81derat10n. ,« | -
‘The success of the Country Party in the general
‘Veleotlon of 1919 plunged parllament baok 1nto the three party
morass which had bedev111ed 1ts early years. In Sawer S

words:

Summing up the position in the Representa-
tives, the Nationalists, after providing.
a Opeaker, did not at any time possess a
- safe majority over the other two parfies;
until the Kalgoorlie by-election (November -
‘[sic] 1920), they had 37 reasonably safe
- votes. to Labour s 26 and a potential twelve
for the Country Party - a minority-of one
against the dombined Tabour,- Country Party
vote; after that, the Natlonallst mugter
~ was 38 against a potentlal Oppoeltlou of
37, The per51stenoe Wlthln the Natlonallsts
of a group opposed to the leadership of
Hughes increased. the chance of & government
drawn solely from the Nationalists belng
defeated on snap votes.50

I

" Tvia, - |
Sawer° ‘Australian Federal politics and 1aw,
1901 19?“(Me1bourne, 1956), p.187.

e
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| Although the Country Party generally supportedﬂghe Natlona— .
lllsts, 1ts 1nd1s01pllne and 1nexper1ence were sufflclent £0
make any party leader nervous, and Hughes had therefore good
.lreason t0 Jump at any opportunlty of 1mprov1ng the pos1tlon.

| Although polltlcal problems no doubt loomed large 1n H
Hughes mlnd, hlS speech to the party meetlng suggests that
_.he was also worrled about the publle reaotlon to Mahon 8
lspeech.. The government had allowed a full day to pass before
taklng any aetlon --a day in whleh Mahon had been oondemned .
-W1th one v01ee by every maJor newspaper in the Commonwealth.
Fowler, who had no reason to love Hughes alleged that the
proposal for expuls1on had orlglnated not w1th the Prlme |
“Minlster but w1th the rank and flle.5l' Thlsgmmght be liter-
ally'true, but it is muoh more llkely thatlHughesmOdestly't'
| ylelded 0 requests from h1s followers to oarry out 8 oourse
of aotlon on whlch he was already embarked. | ‘.l

Even if 1t 18 eonoeded that cynloal polltleal motives
were the ma1n reason for Mahon E expulslon, ‘there 1s no
"_reason to belleve that Hughes was not genulnely shooked by
Mahon‘s tlrade. Although a worldly W1se eynlc 1n many ways,
the Prlme Mlnlster was at the same tlme hlghly emotlonal
and had been a oons1stent advocate of Natlonallsm and-
Imperlallsm for many.years.. Irlsh.natlonallst;opposltmon - i

RN

°L4.p.0; , XCIV, 6429. |




Sl

/ 185
to his conscriptlon proposals had,'in his opinion, been not

only deflance of hlS authorlty but treachery to an embattled

| Emplre on. behalf of a cause Whlch had no concelvable
krelatlon to Australlan 1nterests. Mahon, by h1s refusal to

j support conscrlptlon, had been ass001ated in Hughes' mlnd
ﬂwrth-what he chose‘to‘call the,81nn Fedn traitors led_by |
'maﬁhiX'and; althoughmanj people saw the Prime Minister's

- apparent obsession with Sim Pein treachery as another-part |

of his“armory of shallow political trickery, it is not-at all

a,inconsistentwith theleading_principles governing his-

| political'careerJ :

Before 1914 it had been accepted almost as an artlcle‘

of falth, that Australla could develOp an 1deal 01V1llsat10n

of its own in 1solat10n from the 0ld world Whlch would be

- protected by g comblnatlon of dlstance, the Royal Navy and .-

a fairly crude system.of‘nat1onal mllltla. By 1920 however,

the dream had become a nightmare, and 1t was w1dely belleved

that the only permanent securlty for Australia lay in |

membershlp of g communlty of natlons sufflclently powerful
t0 overawe potentlal aggressors. Although radlcal theorlsts
equated natlonal dlgnlty with ﬁblf rellance, the traumatlc o

experience of war and the ever present menace of Japan was

qulte sufflclent t0 conv1nce many peOple that the only safety

I

lay in the ample skirts of the Nother Country. To Hughes,
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,._':Pearce and other bellevers in th1s theory of forelgn affalrs,
| rany suggestlon that the flllal bond m1ght be broken warranted
8 near hysterlcal reactlon and Mahon was a convenlent scape—‘
| ;goat. Any other member of the House mlght have been glven
| the. beneflt of the doubt but Mahon had so many enemies

.agranx1ous %0, pay off old scores, that h1s fate was sealed as’

_soon as expu1s1on was suggested.

Mahon s refusal to defend hlmself on the ground that

© the declslon was already made, was a serlous error of
;Judgment. Admlttedly, there seemed llttle or 1no ohance of

‘swlnglng any votes 1n the House but, in view of\the cbvlous

poss1b111ty of hav1ng to flght a by-electlon, he should have

'-made some effort to 1mprove h1s publlc 1mage.- As 1t was,

I

 the electors Were constantly told that he had been mlsrepotted,:

but no attempt was made t0 1ndlcate exactly what he had sald. -

The argument that h1s offence should have been subaect

'to the ordlnary processes of 1aw was superflclally attractlve,-f

.partlcularly in v1ew of a very slmllar contemporary Engllsh

oase,5 ‘but on closer examlnatlon 1t breaks down. There was

really no way in Whloh the Commonwealth oould have. proseouted

Mahon w1thout taklng serlous polltloal rlsks. There Was 1o “5_1

approprlate Commonwealth ?Fglslatlon and no appropr1ate|
| e . o =05

i

\

52 L. Gol. Malome, M.2., had advocated bloody
~revolution in a speech at the Albert Hall on
the same day as’ Mahon”s speech, He was tried and
séntenced in a pOllOe court. Tlmes, 8 November
1920. . ‘. H

T




| ‘Gommonwealth court. A war weary electorate could have

4

 ob3ected vlolently to prosecutlon under the War Precautlons

v

| Act. The only other poss1ble procedure would have been L,
- prlvate prosecutlon 1n 3 Vlctorlan court by a Commonwealth-
offlclal, but such a course, bes1des belng undlgnlfled, |
would have been very rlsky. The cause of the Oommonwealth
5 | Would have been at the mercy of ) State AttorneynGeneral,
| | who could easlly have quashed the prosecutlon 1f he did not
see eye to eye w1th Hughes, - The case mlght eas1lv have_
'dragged on 1nterm1nably, thereby prov1d1ng Mahon w1th the
| polltlcal forum which he sought and, even had the case gone
'to trlal, there was o certalnty of success because of the
_1ntr10a01es 1n the law of sedltlon.?z_, g ”
~ The fallure of 2, prosecutlon agalnst Mahon could eagily H
‘have done the government cons1derable harm and Hughes, probably
on Garran 8 adv1ce, chose a course of actlon'whlch not only =
secured polltlcal advantage but could be legally Justlfled.
.Parllament has an undoubted rlght as a corporatlon 0 purge

1tself of undes1rab1e members,54 and seven members had already

Abeen expelled from Australlan parllaments 1n assertlng thls

The legal arguments are based on a prlvate R
Opinion given to the author by Professor

Geoffrey Sawer of the Australlan Natlonal |
UnlverS1ty. | :

o4 Sir T, Ersklne May: Treatlse on the law, pr1v1leges,'
proceedings and usage. of_parllament 15th ed.,ted.
Tord Camplon) London, 1950, -
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PTEL Mahon may not have: been technlcally gullty of

sedltlon but ag Maxwell argued 1n the debate, g member L

_should be expected to have hlgher standards than an ordlnary o

01tlzen.

There can be no questlon that the expuls1on was perfect- |

Ly legal but one can stlll questlon the motlves of the people
’ concerned._ Hughes, in polltlcal dlfflcultles, saw a Way out

,of his troubles by the persecutlon of a man who, he belleved,

had abandoned Australla at. a crltlcal moment to support an

',allen cause -8 man whom he probably dlsllked personally, |

_L‘lt 1s hard to believe that Hughes, know1ng Nahon personally,

really saw sedltlon behlnd the speech, but he did see and

| take a perfectly legal way through hlS dlfflcultles. The‘

- other members of the government partles saw 1o reason $0

desert the1r leader and rlsk their polltlcal futures in

" pursuit of an 1ll-def1ned prlnclple of abstract Justlce whan,

by so d01ng, thay mlght appear to endorse sentlments of Whlch
they heartlly-dlsapproved. A1l the decls1on were taken on

the bas1s of polltlcal expedlency only, and were carrled out

by v1olat1ng all the normal canons of Justlce.‘ Mahon was

| charged on qulte 1nadequate ev1dence with an offence whlch

N

In Vlctorla, Gostello in 1861, Je S. Butters,
'C.E. Jones in 1869, and E. Flndley in 1901,

In New South Wales, E.A. Baker in 1882 P
Crick in 1890, and R.A, Prlce 1n l9l7 |

|
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'ﬁamounted te nothlng more then dlseeﬁt from a. magorlty'

| eplnlon.l The verdlct was declded in advance by a part1san
d Jury and the defendant was sentenced 1n.abéent1a.

It 1s questlonable, however, whether prlnclplasof | |
'Justloe have any real appllcatlon 1n polltlcs.t Self -
preservatlon 1s the flrst Law of polltlcs, a law which
Hughes observed. Mahon,—as a praetlslng polltlclan,-euffered :
a polltlcal penalty 1mposed by a polltacal trlnunal for a1 |

{.polltlcal offence. He had the polltlcal rlght of appeal

to the electorate and lost the appeal. In‘such a5context,

‘Justlee Seems hardly relevant; e




 CHAPTER

o Epilogue . /

| In”thewbrief flurry'of excitement“during'the weekﬁof
the cr1s1s, most papers devoted two or three columns to the
dramatlc events in Melbourne, but generally the reactlon of,

'Australlan democracy to flagrant 1n3ustlce was surpr1s1ngly‘

,Htame.* The Kalgoorlle Mlner, in the heart of Mahon! s elector-

| ate, was almost the last paper to commlt 1tself, probably
'because of Klrwan s 0ld frlendshlp w1th Mahcn. A factual
news story on ll November clalmed that the republlcan
'resolutlon was not on the notlce paper of the Richmond
-meeting and reported some local doubt that Mahon Would be
'renomlnated 1f he applled.;l ThlS was followed on the l2th
W1th a verbatlm report of The debate and accounts of protest
meetlngs 1n Melbourne and Boulder.z' Further news storles
fcllowed durlng The week and. the subgect wa.s then drOpped
until the by-electlon campalgn was well under way.. In two
edltorlals slgned by Klrwan on 11 and 14 December, the Mlner"
came out flrmly but falrly agalnst Mahon. The onlylreal fu
mestion before the electors, said Kirwen, was"wnether or
notMahon.was:guilty, and after a-balancedsummary ofathe :

1

L Kalgoorlie Miner, 11 Nopember_l920.
‘ Ibid., 12 November 1920.

RN 111
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evldence, he concluded that 31nee Mahon had.madeno attempti,

to deny hls reported statements, he was guilty by default.3
The gg_ referred to 'thls sordld and unhappy 1noldent'-

'and added that had members wnited in d01ng thelr duty, Mahon

4

would have been expelled in. half an hour. The oolumnlst,

'Scrutator', remarkeduln ‘the West Australian that,

T ees Expulslon should come as a welcome |

- relief 0 the member for Kalgoorlie. He
must be finding it intolersble to continue
‘to bear the burden of his:oath of allegiance
to this bloody and aceursed empire. Whether

- 'such extravagant utterances as those of Ir
Mahon really do. harm to anybod ‘but the
‘utterer, is very questlonable

The Perth Sunday Tlmes, whloh had v1olently urged con-

scription, was less restralned._ It called Mahon 8 vlllfler

and traduoer,"..; not only of the Brltlsh pe0ple but of

brave men Whose boots he is not £it to 110k e It cast

| doubts on the story of his 1mprlsonment 1n Ireland and
aooused_hlm of“tradlng,on it, It quoted theRlohmond speeoh'

| and in an aseending_paroxySmeofiury,spoke of Mahon as |

'}.. gentle creature, sweet soul, dirty blaokguard'...'

Referrlng to Mahon's nontentlon that Australla had fought

for the rights of small natlons, the Sunday Tlmes sald

bltterly,

 Thid., 11 December 1920, 937/658, 14 Decenber 1920.
" ige, 12 November 1920, |
2 West Australlan, 13 November 1920

I
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. ews they fought for Australia and the
. " ‘empire and 99 out of every 100 would

- .-denounce any German engineered oonsplracy
. to smash up British hegemony .../we don't

- know anything particularly honorable that

~* he [Mehon] has accomplished. He went in a
- poor men and gets out a fairly opulent
| o person’ .. Australia owes him noth1ng.6

The Perth Sunday_Mirror, a:small but oheerfully Vulgar‘j

.weekly, was more tolerant The daily press, ;t alleged,\had |
 not put the faots clearly. No'Irishman'oould'beﬁblamed for -
| apeakingtaelMahon had, exoeot fOr?his referenoee'to theaj
| Bmpireqand.hielattaok-on the police. The A;gg_ report was
| suspect but eould only be oonflrmed by eye w1tnesses. \,'

-We have our quarrels with Mehon, to state .
things. bluntly, we; don't think he: was ever
fitted to represent Iabor. We don't think

he ever will be. But holding that belief,
we were doubly curs should we deign $0
accept the aid and abettance of the black--

- guard bosses' press just because ..o they

- chose to hound the man out of pOllthS.7"

Henry Boote. wrote laconloally in the Australisn Worker,

Hugh Mahon has been expelled from the federal
pailidhent. This is. no disgrace to Hugh
Mahon, but to those who voted for his expul—
sion at the:bidding of that vicious little
‘mischief meker, Hughes ... there is'a lot

of yuint eyed blgotry in this bu51ness.\

The artlole wa.s supported by a Claude Marquet oartoon of

g Sunday Tlmes, 14 November 1920.
! Sunday Mirror, 21. November 1920,
Australian Worker, 18 November 1920.
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Hughes as Salome pleadlng w1th Auetralla for the head of

-l-_,

Mahon.;; ; -

| _TheﬁBriebanewggggg'published-a 1eng, thoughtful
artielebyJ;H.'Cattsé M{H.R., entitled 3Sectarianism and
seditieh'; dhieh deeeribedleome of theevents in the House
and added, |

[The Australian Labor Party] cannot -and must .
not become a mere. propagandist -of the . Irish
| cause, ‘whatever the merits of that cause.
- To.do so would not only be a base betrayal of
~the.economic interests of the Australian 9
masses, but it would soon wreck the movement.

Stead's Review in ifs usual temperate -and inteliigeht
| fashion sdggeeted that Hughes had demonstrated his motives
' )

clearly by rejecting a preposal that the Nat1onallsts would

“ not oppose any other Labor candldate for Kalgoorlle but

| Mahen.lo

The'Cathelie7papere were of 00urse 5011d1ly behind Mehon.

The Catholic Press spoke of ’Butcherlng Hugh Mahon'llnd

the Freeman S Jeurnal descrlbed "How Hugh Mahon was garotted'

It admltted that Mahon had. spoken W1th.more vigour than

dlseretlon, but denied that anyone could belleve him sedltlous}2

Both the Tribune and the“Advocate published a long

o . o ,, .
interview.in which Mahon etateé-his case fully and expressed

i‘ Worker, (Brisbane), 25 November 1920, et seq.
g = O ‘

Stead's Review, 27 November 1920, 937/658.

.12w0atholic Press, 18 November 1920,

Freeman's Journal, 18 Noﬁember.1920,
= (i




,'November Nayor Leslle of Kalgoorlle called a publlo meetlng

| h1s prlde 1n havlng been expelled by enemles when Hughes

had been expelled by hlS frlends.13 Desplte all this

.=support however, the metropolltan dallles were/wrthout
| ‘exceptlon hostlle. ‘The consensus was expressed by ‘the

';__vdney Mornreg_Herald.. Nahon, it said, had uttered vulgar

t,and abuslve claptrap, whlch is explalned but nct excused bv
~ his Irlsh blrth. Without Brltaln We are defenceless and 1t |
”fls therefore treachery 0 advocate cuttlng tbe palnten i

| over the grlevances of a forelgn country The Sinn Fein war

'1s not our war and Br1ta1n 1s not our enemy.l4

The—hostlle reactlon was of course.led by the ultra

B ‘protestant and ultra patrlotlc.' On 11 November there were

, large hostlle demonstratlcns in the Melbourne Town Hall and

atHawthorn,15

and the Boulder Nunlclpal-councll-dlscussed
the case on the l2th.l_6 Councillor Jenkln, an ex supporter
of- Mahon, publlcly denounced h1m and asserted that Mahon had
expressed contempt for the emplre in the past. On 15» o
17
at which Nahon S old maglsterlal colleague, Burton, moved

L

LT

15 Trlbune, 18 November 1920 937/658,
. Advocate, 18 November 1920.n |
4

Svdney Mbrnlng Herald, 12 November 1920,

us, 12 November 1920, Speakers at the Town
alI rally included the Grand Master of Masons,
the Moderator General of tha Presbyterian Church .
and Benjamin Hoare, leader bf the Anti Mannix Catholics.

: Kalgoorlle Miner, 12 November 1920, 937/658. |
Ibld hy 1b November 1920 |
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disSentrfIOm'Mahon's views and congratulated the Prime
Minister.f Axford of the Returned Soldier's League wished

'that all-dis1oyalisps WOuld come out in the open s0 that

-_ his: league oould deal w1th them' hlS eolleague Ross assured

L Hughes.dlreotly and asserted that the seoretary of the

"the meetlng that there was no questlon of seotarlanlsm.
The Returned Soldier! 8 League-at Rlngwood where Mahon 2
xwas,now 11v1ng, demanded on 26 November that he should leave

the ’oown.18 The Advooate, however, asserted that the motlon

had been passed by only eight. of the 120 members of the
| branoh that leading oltlzens had urged that the idea be
.abandoned, but that an. OfflClal of the branoh had been

encouraged in a phone oall from a 1ead1ng polltlolan, +0

keep the agltatlon g01ng.-9- In a later article it aooused

Ringwood-branch had been censured by a later meeting.20

One of the more curious features was the complete

| silence of'Archbishop Mannix and Sinoe-hephas 1eft no papers
at all, thelreason for his silence will'neVer be knoun; But
‘he was overseas at the time and probably had no aooess to

Australlan newspapers, S0 h1s S11enoe is hardly surprising.

By the tlme he returned, the whole questron was irrevocably

8 Box Hill Reporter, 26 November ]920 937/658.
| 19 Advooate, 2 December 1920, |
20 Ibid., 16 December 1920,

]
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zsettled and oomment was p01ntless.2; 'o' /o

The wrlt for ) by-eleotlon on 18 December was 1ssuedﬁ |
_on 17 November, and at a soolal that evenlng,Mahon announced
hlS 1ntentlon to oontest the seleotlon ballot 22 By 20
d pNovember three other oandldates had nomlnated, but Edward d

pNeedham, a unlonlst, a Cathollo and an asslduous oultlvator
of the party maohlne, ‘who had already been a member from |
1903 to 1917, was the only serlous threat. 23 ‘The Natlonallst
‘oandldate was . George Foley, who had been a‘Labor leader on.
| the goldflelds and an M.I.A. before the - oonsorlptlon or1s1s.
Mahon spoke for the flrst time in Hannan Street on
2T bovember. 4 He was' supported by J W. Keane, a promlnent
'pBallaratrunlonlst and although there was somedlsorder, he .
r'was given a~fair'hearing. He concentrated on attaoking
Hughes personally and insisted that the real issue of the
w'contest was freedom of speeeh. The £25,000 testlmonlal to |
‘Hughes he sald, sbould in 1tself ‘be enough to arouse
susplclon. ﬁ | |

Whlle the seleotlon ballot was stlll in progress, |

* Needhan suddenly w1thdrew h1s nomlnatlon. 25 An 1mmed1ate
A number of people have suggested to me that Mennix
was ordered by the Vatican to keep out of Irish
politics, Although this is not inconceivable,his

silence over the Mahon/oase can be explained W1thout
any such theory.

2 hreus, 17 November 1920, 937/658.
23 Kalgoorlie Miner, 20 November 1920
' 1b1d., 29 November 1920. |

e State Executive mlnutes, 6 Deoember 1920, p.30,
Rattve Tibrarv, 1%316A. . P
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.flurry of oomment and speoulatlon followed and Needham was(*'
‘alleged to have been 1nt1m1dated either by the party leaders
in the east or by the Catholle Church, of which he was a
loyal adheren$ 26 - Needham hlmself said that he had begun to'
fear a spllt 1n the party, T but a more llkely explanatlon
is that hls candidature was a taotloal move 1ntended to
-1nh1b1t 0pp031t10n e Mahon. Whatever the reason, the 1n01dent
was oapable of S0 many 51nlster 1nterpretat10ns that 1t
undoubtedly d1d some--harm $o Mahon S cause. In the Words of
the Sun,g'the-whole"thing emelle' 28 The State nxeoutlve
decided to 1gnore Needham's flrst preferenoe votes and Mahon,
- as was expeoted, seoured an abeolute maJorlty over hlS two

29

: opponents.

A special caucus meetlng had decided to send as many
members as poselble £0 eupport Nehon in Kalgoorlle,3o and
elnoe the Natlonallste 2150 deolded %0 back Foley to the -
hilt, the ensuing oampalgn mlght well be described .as an all
star performanoe, although the Mahon oonstellatlon was some-
What brlghter. By 19 December Catts, Con51d1ne, Anstey,

Cunnlngham and Yates were in Kalgoorlle worklng for Nfahon,31

b Eegey. Sun (Kalgoorlle) 5 December 1920.

°T Kalgoorlle Miner, 3 December 1920,

%8 Sun, 5 December 1920y, .09.01to»

23 Kalgoorlie Miner, 3 Deoember 1920,
Caucus mlnutes, 2% November 1920, -

! Kalgoorlie Miner, 13 Deoember 1920°”£

H
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| {whlle T J Ryan, the deputy 1eader of the’party, arrived Ip" *
, on the 16th.32' Bes;des these_planetsshe was supported by
R Oolller, Green,,O'Loghlenand.Mnnsie from the State party,

.by HOgan of Vlctorla and by I\Teedham.33 Bes1de this s01nt11-
'latlng galaxy, Foley s support by Senators Pearce and
'fHenderson, R. W. Burohell, MoH.R., and J.H. Prowse, M.L. A.,
'dappeared somewhat meagre. |
Pearce dellvered the best speeoh in support of Foley
on 9 Deoember.‘ The aff1dav1ts,‘he said, were not the only
ev1denoe avallable since the government held the orlglnal
notes; Mahon s oontentlon that the speech had been dlstorted |
was 1rrelevant, srnoe”the oharge depended not on what Was
'r:omltted but what he was reported to have sald. Nobody had
denied that he had used the words reported and Mahon had |
made no-attempt to. sue the papers oonoerned, whloh would have
‘been the obvlous course for an 1nnooent man. He’went on t0
orltlolse theloonduot of the selectlon ballot and oonoluded
by olalmlng ‘that the Republloan motlon, 1f oarrled, would |
"~ have left Australla wrde open %o the teemlng hordes of A51a.34

.On‘the‘samewevenlng, Anstey asserted that trial by

parliament. was both illeg%d and immoral and rejected the

52 Thide, 17 Deoember 19ﬁ0.

t.33 Kalgoorlle Miner, 13 Deeember 1920.;
o Tuid., 9 Deconber 1920.

I
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g
f;-clelm thet the Lebcr Party was under German and Roman

!

'gCethollc 1nfluence. Characterlstlcally, however, he made «

;'ﬁ“no secret cf hlS conv1ct10n that Australia had no right to

'ﬁ_lnterfere Wlth the gcvernmenb of any other country.35
| Mehon hlmself spoke llttle, but concentreted on the

; productlcn of a Labor Vanguerd of the type which had served

~ him. 80. well in the pest.36 In the Kelgcorlle Town Hall on
11 December, he Benied thet he had been gullty of sedltlon
_s1nce he hed not even mentloned the Klng, and afflrmed that
'h | he had 1eft the meetlng befors the Republlcen resolutlon
| was mcved.37 In hlS final speech on 17 December, he was
more deflant. He wes prepared he seld to Justlfy every
‘word of the speech whlch Was no stronger than others dellvered |
in England. He had refused to enplaln because he knew thab
the casewes,already de01ded. The speech, Whloh had cccupled
helfenhcur,:hed'been-compressed into somethlng which could
be reed inbwo minutes, andthecherge egeinst himlhedicnly_
been 1a1d because Hughes wanted the seet 38
Pearce, in his last speech on 14 December, enalysed
Mehonbs-unsatrsfectcryrecord in the session of 1920 1n_terns
cf”divisions'in which hekhad vohed. 'hiddtheﬁ 1ist3hou}, he;

asked, 'hcw“Mr Mahgnhhad’represented Labor's interesbs?"

% Ibid., 10 December L2,
% Copies, 937/658, |
Kelgoorlle Miner, 13 December 1920

By rgus, undated cutﬁlng, 937/658, | 'H
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| -Manon had not even voted on an 1ndustr1al peace bill

= supported by hlS 1eader, Tudor.ag_ The Kalgoorlle Miner

oonoluded 1ts campalgn by aseertlng that Mahon 8 every utteru |
'anoe in. the Rlohmond speech had been evaelve and he had never .

\

| '_‘repudlated the alleged sent1ments.40,
| Kalgoorlle had once been a gafe Labor seat bnt W1th
.the deollne of the mlnes, the exten51on of the paetoral
) 1ndustry to the eaet the development of agrlculture in the;
'eouth and the oompletlon of- the transcontlnental ‘railway
f-worke, 1te oharaoter had begun 0 ohange. Although Mahon |
hed secured a satlsfaotory maJorlty 1n 1919, 1t was obv1ous
L from the beglnnlng ofothe oount that the pendulum had swung
again. - From start to flnlSh, he was never in front and was
'flnally defeated by 443 votes.4l- The majority of only 443
| 51n l6 OOO votee polled together with the fact that Mahon
had won more subd1v151ons than in 1919, however, suggests.
that,the attempt.by the-government e confine theflesue.to
lovelty;versue_disloyalty Was not as successful as might -
‘have heenlexpeoted." On“the other hand, Mhhonﬂhad lost some
support in ell the subdivisions which he had Won in l9l9,

1nolud1ng over 300 votes in Yllgarn.

2 Kalgoorlle Mlner, 15 December 1920.

40 Inia., 15, 17 Decenber 1920,
e

JKalgoorlie Miner, 20 December, et seq.

|
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The West Australlan.Record clalmed that the contest

"had glven superb publlclty for the Irlsh/eause42 while thes
fLabor Callwobserved satlrlcally, that Hughes had now

'succeeded in- uhearthlng another 8,000 rebels. Theeelec%lon |
';ballot 1t added, was a blunder since 1t had sent Mghon 1nto
bhe flght 'w1th-a‘t1n can of 1o oonfldence tied to his
‘tall' 4? Mahon hlmself admltted in an interview that he
had not expeeted to win but although he had not recanted
in any way, almost half the eleotorate had agreed with h1m.44_ .
‘This 1nterv1ew was MahOh s last publlc word on Austra-
lian polltlcs, from then 01N, he Was & company director with
P prlvate 1nterest in an orchard. In December 1921 he Went
£0 Europe45 to attend an Irish polltlcal eonference in Paris
but at the last moment,the 0ld enemy in his lungs struck again
and hespent three months deeperately i1l in the south of
46 '

Frahee, On recovering, he visited Rome for an audience
with the Pope,47 then went to Ireland.oh a sentimental
pilgrimage. He was back in Australia by June‘1922_with an

Irish niece and was offered appointment as Irish consul

i

2 West Australlan Record, 25 December 1920,
* Labor Gall, 27 December 1920, 937/658.
#h Trlbune, 30 Deoembery 1920, 937/658.
_45 Passport, 937/108, "
% Gleary to lMahon, 8 Pebruary 1922, 937/1025.
Y Gertificate of audience held by Mrs Sharland.
/




o 202
e J T
_fthe Irlsh ClVll war. N *f] R S

In h1s old age he kept 1n touoh with such old frlends

"~'gf{as Murray, J H° Catts, A B, Green and Gostello of: the

| iKalgoorlle Australlan Workers Unlon., He borrowed books from .fr
;"jthe parllamentary 11brary and ocoaslonally attended Irlsh
”,imeetlngs but otherW1se conoentrated on h1s buslness 1nterests,fﬁ
--aHe probably smlled grlmly when nemes1s overtook Hughes 1n
T”1923, but suoh belated consolatlons are seldom reoorded.
| l_ From tlme to tlme, sectarlan fanatlcs rev1ved the 0ld
dstory,49 and 1t was not forgotten at his death Late in
- August 1931 he w1s1ted bydney for a board meetlng of the
,_Cathollo Ohuroh PrOperty Insurance Company and beoame 111
“_He returned to Melbourne, but could no 1onger flght off the
'old enemy and d1ed on 30 August. When Prlme Mlnlster Soullln f
lannounced h1s death to the House on 16 September, most of 5
'those present forgot the past and dellvered conventlonal R

| eulogles. ‘One young member, Green, however, refused to

“oonform‘and stlffly,announced‘that he;wlshed,toabe dlssociatedf

Tn
N

J4 Msmorandum by bl Rlordan, 15 July 1922
“931/512, _,M. |
_;49

'Sandy MoTav1sh‘ Raffert K1n of‘Australla.- .
Australlan Protestant Truth Centre (Melbourne, n.d )
- p.J1, 937/1315; Handbill, 'Rome's domination of
~ the A LB, ', %/F. Corrlgan papers, N L. A., 1887/267. |

.fl,- .




 freﬁ”anyex§reseieneoffegret; He waeJOVerruled,BO andp’..
Mahenﬁéwidowfauly received‘the customary extract from

;the debeteSﬂé”handsomely bound.,

o The-careereof Hugh Mahon can best be described as

- a tragedy of hlS tlmes.d Because of the traumatic expefiences

whlch he suffered 1n youth, his oon51derable natural

abllltlee were ?urned into strange paths, and his genuine'

| paSsion for the'welfare of thehuman race was soufed by

susplclons and hatreds which were often completely unneoessary.

With h1s Tlgld adherenoe e pr1n01ple and hlS 1u01d COmmon

sense, comblned with his invariable olarlty in writing and

epeaklng, he mlght have done great things, but once he

became 1nvolved 1n controversy all the old bltterneeses of

his race and religion came +0 the surfaoe and the 1mage

was 8p011t. |

2 0.2:D., vol. 132, /%. Proof copies 16-17
September 1931, 937/1313

.
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APPENDIX A

~vJ«j.;fgﬁEZ;nbi#'t  _M3h0n's-Health - /

Slnoe Mahon'e health was an 1mportant factor 1n, .
‘determlnlng hlS reactlon to polltloal events throughout his
' ,11fe, an effort was made to secure authorltatlve oplnlon

“';fabout 1t. The avallable eV1dence Was collected and submitted
'etlndependently to three medlcal mex, one a thoracrc Spe01allst,:i
1\w1th a request that they offer a speculatlve dlagnos1s.

o Doctor A con31dered Mahon to be a class1c textbook
’,‘;caee of a healed tuberculos1s 1eav1ng f1br1031s of the lung

’ _t1esue.\ Thls would 1nev1tably oause contlnual 1rr1tat10n,

.rresultlng 1n constant bronchial trouble._ Inadequate oxygen

- supply to the blood stream would lead fio malfunetlonlng of

. dother organs., He would probably be rarely more than 80%
efflelent.- o | .- .
‘ Doctor B sald. "Although'the faets seem to 1ndlcate
 a hlstory of T B., it ig dlffleult to explaln why, 1f the
learly daagn051s of Dr Kenny was correet Mahon ehould not
| 'ehave ohown an 1nerea81ng deterloratlon in phy31ca1 and | H
Imental health after about 1910.‘-Nor can the‘fact be accounted5é
for that Mehon lived to 73 1f he was 1ndeed sufferlng from
T B. Hls short so;ourns 1n%hosp1tal e.g. two- weeke, do
-not seem to be con31stent with treatment for T Bt

/.




Doctor C (the Speclallst) reaected any suggestlon of

K4

.Tuberou1051s at any time because he would undoubtedly have
"dled earller. He suggested that the trouble Was more llkely
t0 be some form of chronlc bronohltls whloh would lead to |

. _general 1neff101enoy through oxygen starvation, He

i oon51dered that there was not sufflclent evldence to say
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 APPEIDIX B /o
' The Case against lahon

i

Report of Rlchmond speech in The Argue, |
Con - 8 November 1920 |

More than 3 OOO peOple attended an Irlsh demonetratlon
.‘held yesterday afternoon on the Rlohmond Clty Reserve, under

a

the ausploee of the Irlsh Ireland . League. The pre51dent of
"’the league (Mr. Mahon, M H R. ) pre81ded. Irish favours were :
v'largely worn. At 1nterva1s selections were played'by-Stg |

Augustlne 8 Boys' Band. B |
The Roman Cathollc BlShOp of Sale (Dr. Phelan) who was

-unable to be present, wrote:—

e'Any protest agalnst the reign of terror
now ruling in the name of law in Ireland
~ has my fullest approval. We would be
. -junworthy of the measure of liberty we - N
 enjoy if we failed to denounce the Governf_'
ment whlch is endeavourlng 0 crush the.
spirit of liberty in the. most venerable
‘of the ‘Buropean natlons..‘ | |
: The ohalrman sald that the outrage commltted upon Aroh—\
bleh0p MNamnix in England Would never be forgotten by the
'Irlsh\people-of,Auetralla. Never in Ru531a under the worst _io
ruler)of the Czars nad there been such an-1nfamoue-murder \”
as that of the late Alderman MoSw1ney. They were-toldiin
‘the papers that Alderman MoSw1ney s poor widow sobbed over
his noffln.— If there was a aust god in heaven that eob would

reach round the world, ;and one day would shake the foundatlons
. | | 3 - . |
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' 'rd;of thls bloody and aceursed Emplre. (Leud-applause) The'- -
.:”‘dether day he Was reproached by a v1negar-faeed 'wowser' wno
;esald that the pollce in Ireland were belng shot in the back,
'-'%If they were shot in the back 1t must be because they were - -
, runnlng away. But there were 1o police in Ireland, They
were sp1es,l1nformers, andrbloody cut-throats. (Applause.)
“ He“read-wiph?delight that some of those'nurdering thugs
| had been sent $0 their account, and he trusted that Ireland
Would not be profaned by their carcases. (Applause ) Their
souls were probably in hell, and their bodies should be sent
$0 England. (Applause ) He Would not have the sweet
'pastures of Ireland poisoned by thelr carrlon clay. (Applause )
Other speakers included Messrs. Tuder, Parker Moloney,
F.'Brennan, 00ns1d1ne, Cunnlngham, MH.R.'s, Mr. Prendergast,
M. L, A., Messrs J.F, Hannan, Jdeds Colllns, J.J. Claney, and
'Peter Larkln. | R
‘,'The follOW1ng motions were agreed t0:-
| That this meeting expresses and extends its
profound sympathy to the relatives of the late Jord
", Mayor of Cork, who was brutally done to death by
the Lloyd George Government, and assures them that
his prolonged martyrdom which has kindled the
‘indignation of.the whole civilised world will
‘asstiredly hastenﬁrecognltlon by the nations: of the

Irish republic, t0 which Alderman McSwiney devoted
his noble life.,

That this meeting earnestly invites the
attention of free Australia to the complete
‘destruction Of,ClVlC liverty in Ireland by the
action of the English government ‘it denies the
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w0 »{rlght of England to 1mpose her Wlll on ﬁne Irish
: - people in view .of the fact that Ireland by an
- . overwhelming majority approved of the establish- |
~ment of an Irish republic; and it condemned the -
' ‘saturnalia of’'murder, arson, plunder, and
- destruction indulged in by the foreign army ol
" ‘occupation, with the clear comnivance and approval
- '_of the English Government.

o That this mass meeting of Australian cltlzens
. _in view of the policy of oppression and. tyramy
pursued .by the English Government in Ireland, and

._whloh has brought eternal disgrace upon the whole

. British Bupire, of which Australia forms a part,

~ pledge its support to any movement for the

| establlshmeni of an Australian republlo.

It was resolved to forward 00p1es of the resolutlons |
to Nrs McSw1ney, Fanonn- de Valera, Mr Arthur Grlfflth, and
tolthe-dustrallan, Trish and American press.

The members of Parliament who addressed the gathering
 had all left before the_motion with regard to an Australian

‘republiohnas submitted.

R;Eort of R Rlohmond speech in Trlbune,
~11 November 1920

| (Mahon s speech only)

tlrrlng Speech by Mr. Mahon

The chairmen in his opening address said: There is one

whose absence from this meeting W111 be greatly mlssed, and
‘that is his Grace the noble drchblshOP of Melbourne. (Cheers. )
I take it that the outrage upon that eminent cleric will

never be forgotten by the Irish people of'Australia; (Hear,

p—



hear.). The actlon taken agalnst him by the Brltlsh Govern-
‘fment was one of the most damnable outrages ever committed
_““upon a free man 1n an alleged free country. (Hear, hear ),“
The very hypocrltes who pleaded with us to flght for the
llberty of small nations are v1rtually gaollng the ArohblshOp
of Melbourne, refu51ng h1m the rlght to visit his natlve

| land and hlS venerable mother.‘ I ask you. Was there ever
such blaok-hearted hypoorlsy as thls9 (Grles of "No. ")
Whatever the Germane d1d in Belglum and Poland, remember o

that they were at war; but thls gang of vile hypoorltes,

. ;_led by George, has in tlme of peace commltted an 1nf1n1tely

kgreater outrage upon.Archblshop Mannix than was ever offered
by Germany t0 the Gardlnal Arohblshop of Mallnes. (Hear,

| hear,) And these people have the audacity to 1a11 at and
reproach young Australians for not sacrlflolng themselves
~lto uphold a rule of this kind. T consider it a sacred duty
50 hand down to your children the memory of the unparalleled

-1nd1gn1ty on our Arohblshop of whlch this 1nfamous gang hae

been gulltv

Y

Anlnfamous Despotism

| We have met here to-day to exprees sympathy W1th ‘the
widow and famlly of the latew
llrreproachable in domestic and private life, trusted and

Lord Meyor of Cork - a man

beloved by his fellow-oltlzens,_and the-chlef_maglstrate of

|

i
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'enfenoieht and important oity. What sort of government is
it thet has only 8 felon s cell for a man of his attainmerits
and 1nte11eotual glfts, his self—seorlflce, and his petrlot~
;sm? Wiy there never wes in Russian history during the
time.of;the most bloody and cruel Gzars a government of a

- ﬁoreTinfémousoharaoter - %0 subject to a‘lingering and a
painful death a-man of the‘type of Terence"MoSwiney. _When
we.read in.the papefs that his poor'widow soboed oter his

- ooffin, I_seid:- Wif there is a just God in heeven, thoee
sobs:will reach Him, and will one'dey_ewell into‘a_volume

that will sheke the foundations of this bloody and infamous

despotism;"

"
Id

The Bleok and Tans

. T was reproached the othefkoay'thet thelpolioe.were
lbeing'shot in the beck - if-they are being shot in the‘beok
they must be runnlng away . Bﬁt anyway, there are 10 police
in Ireland. they are eples, 1nformers, and bloody cut-
throete. It is a satisfaction to know that the rotten Irlsh
Government cannot get its unlformed_soldle;s to do its dirty.
work, and ls forced to import into lrelend the off-scourings
of English gaols, now'kng%n es-the "Black and Tans." (Groans.)
Some of these thugs, the”murderers of innOoent ﬁen,'womenp

| and ohlldren, have been. sent to their account. Their souls,

if they had souls, are probably in hell, so0 it is flttlng
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_that thelr carcases should "go whence they came." T would”

| not have the sweet pastures of holy Ireland p01soned by

thelr carrion olay. (Applause., )

| The7Presiuential Eleotiond

) We have a splendid signal from Anerica which is a
severeeblow to Ireland's enemies. The treaoherous and |

| cowardly Demooratle Party has gone to the wall and, thauk

God, the Irish in America rallied to the support of even an
hlndlfferent person 1n the Republlcan oandldate rather than
return uhe Democrats. (Gheers ) The 1ate democratic President
proclaimed self-determination, the righte of small nations .
and all'fhis sort of-oaut at;the Paris Genfereuce, but
turned_a deaf ear to the representatives'ef Ireland; and

this man y Wwho assumed %0 speak on behalf of the democracy

of the world, is now out and so, thank God, 1is hlS bastard
League of Natlons, which has come %o an end w1th.h1m -
l(Cheers.) -3 spurious international body which tooknno
account of;the wrongs of one of the most ancient and honorable
comntries in the world. Really, when you coue'to think.of .
it, we have a right to th%%k God that this rotten.gang in
America has gene t0 the wall, and that no more 15 to be

heard of the League of Natlons with the hypocrltlcal Engllsh

polltlclans s1tt1ng in the Chlef p051t10ns.
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The‘VileaTactics of Hughes b | o

© The other day I moved a motion in the House of
Repreéentatives ~ (Hear, hear.) r-a harmless one, to call
atténtioﬁ“to the infaméus murder of the Lord Mayor of Cork,
 but‘the‘r¢negadé rats of the Labor movement end the vinegary-
viéaged wowsersbacking up. Hughes put on the gags. They were
afraid t0 hear the truth about Ireland. Oﬁe impudent and
-ignoranﬁiperson said: What is this to do with Australia?
'ﬁmy'rejoiﬁder is: What the héll did;the war have to do with
Australia? (Cheers.) If %hgse are not proper subjects to
debate in o national Parliament, in the name of Heaven, what
o is? ﬁaye we 1o soul? But We have a dirécf and very deep
intereét:in.what is going on in Ireiand. (Hear, hear.) Even
-these imperialistic bulliés, if tHey had any sense, would
know-whét a danger fto the Empire it is to hdve Ireland in
such a éﬁéte. A discontented.lreland is always a dahger,
but a-free and contented Ireland would try and forget the
accumulated'wrongs of'eight hundred years and'not be a
menace'tb England., Thus, those jiﬁgoes who pretend to be
the best friends of the Empire are really its most damnable
enemies, (Hear, hear.) The ﬂation which survived Cromwell -
o decent man compared with Lloyd George - which outlived the
infamies of 1798;13 notjth? one fo go down before this geng
of false-hearted hypoérite?ﬂ'who only occupy the Treasury‘.-

benches of the House of Commons by Conspirécy.and fraud.

/
!
.’J

(Cheers.)
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APPENDIX G

- Mahon as a writer o L

.i:fThe follow1ng publlcatlons by Mahen have been 1dent1-

'.fled. There are obv1ously many Wthh cannot be 1dent1f1ed.

- ]Books

';.'The Land Lesgue: s narrabive of fonr;z_are-ef

. Irish Agitation with sketches and portraits of |
o ‘{-theégrlnclpal Irishuen of the day (Sydney,
3.6, 0Connor, I883). |

_iArtlclee (under hlS own. name)

r,T' ~Nat1ve races under the new COHStltutlon.”
;‘Qd;Austral nght Mareh 1902._;’. o

o '_ The 1atest essay in Irlsh land 1eglslat10n.--
- -Austral nght July 1903,

-AarThe Western Australlan Black. Anstraillight,
| _"iApI'll 1905. e —

'nfCenferences and the Imperlal Oonferenoe.
‘ Austral nght July 1907.u -

| ZThe 1atest offer to Ireland. Austral_ﬁight,. L
June 1907, | — :

. The Anstrallan.Aborlglne. Austral-Lignt,

TOCtober 1913 o

“Church 1nsurance from within. Results in Ireland -
~ and Australia. Austral Light, September 1913, .

Joseph.Devlln, MZP., ﬂWSketch. Oathollo Press,
Aprll 1906, | o |

A survrvor of famous 148, ‘Era of the Natlon, her
‘.‘poetry and patrlotlsn. Gathollc Press, 2 December 1907

DR T
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_:Fourteen weekly columns on federal polltdcs and
- some 1ater irregular articles,. Westralian Worker,
5 Maroh - 19 June 1914, o

| The Labor Oaucus. What it 1s and what it is not.
"f_eBarrler Truth, 25 May 1906

| 'Conscrlptlon or voluntary service,  The question
of the hour. Westrallan Worker, 17 December 1915,

"Imprlsonment of Cathollc prlests in Australla.

The case of the oblate fathers. Advocate, 21
February 1920. |

Articles (published under pseudonyms but thought |
T to be by Mahon.) |

-Catholles under the Commonwealth, by a Federal
member. Australlblght July 1901, D476,

The Labor forces in the Federal Parllament oy
M.H.R. Austral nght June 1904, Supplement.

\ |
-The elections and after9 by A Cathollc layman.,
Austral Light, February 1907, Ds 126,

v,'The Coronation oath, An Australian protest by
M.H.R. Austral Light, August 1910, p.686

Nine articles on federal polltlcs sometimes. unsigned,

- sometimes signed as "our lobby representetive" and
sometimes as "our Special. parliamentary representatlve" |
Catholie Press, February - October 1907,

|

‘Llfe in the Federal Parliament. Our frlends and foes.
What will happen to the Home Rule resolution, by
- Insider, Catholic Press, OCtober 1905

The Truth about the Cable Rlng. A new despotlsm.
Gathollc Press, Aprll 1907, |

!
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'BIBLIoeRAPHY |

,.'Tgojlgt Parllament Publlcatlons

Commonwealth

Parllamentary Debates 1901-1920.

Papers. o | | |
No. 41 of 1904, Debts of publlo servants, . Preols

0f B.L, Palmer's: claim against P.L, Wlthers,
Telephone Inspector, lrlsbane.w | |

No. 30 of 1901._ Papers respeotlng oommunloatlon made

“t0 the press Dby-Mr Outtrlm, Deputy Postmasten
General, Victor1a.4‘=t.-

No., 34 of 1901. Further oorrespondence respeotlng
R oommunloatlon made to the prss oy... ~

.No. 36 of 1906 Report from the Royal Comm1ss1on on
| Ocean Shlpplng Serv1ce... | o |

54 of 1913, Progress report of Royal Comm1ss1on
on the Pearl Shelling industry {Mahon had
'tg reft the Comm1ss1on before its flnal report)

\NO

- No, 86 of 1914-1915. Panama Palelc Exposrtlon.
~ Royal -Commissiom, Corrgspondence between the

‘Minister for External Affeirs and the presrdent :
\ - of the 00mm1ss1on.‘ - o

0,221 of 1914—1915. Panama Pa01f10 Exposition, San ..
- ~ Francisco, - Correspondence between the. Mlnlster
- for Public Works, Victoria (Hon. P, Hagelthorn),
ML.C., and the Minister of State for External
- Affairs (Hon. H. Mshon, M.P,) in conneotlon -
W1th Australlan representatlon at...;

Mo, 229 of 1914-1915. Oorrespondence respeotlng
extension of term of appointment of the nght
Honorable Sir. George Reid, P.Csy.G.C.M.G., as

- High Commissioner for the Commonwealth of
Austra11a=1n Tondon; h | S

U
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~No. 85 of 1914~1915. Food supplies ang Trade and o
- Industry during the War.. Correspondence between
~ the Royal Commission and the Minister for -
External Affairs. .

S . R N
‘ ' \ . .
r
'

~ No.108 of 1917-1918, Irish Republican Brotherhood
- internees. Report on cases by Mr Justice
Harvey. . - | -

- Western Australia

Parliamentary Debates 1900-1901.

Papers. o S | |
-~ AlO of 1900, Report of the Select Committee ... into
: the frauds of the Perth Ice Co. upon the Railway
- Department. -

- A2 of 1898. Report of the Joint Select Committee ...
. into-the administration of the Bankruptey Act
1892 by the Senior Official Receiver and the
‘administration of the affairs of companies of
which Mr Wainscot is the official liquidator.

New SouthWales

1890 (2nd Session), vol.2, Royal Commission on the
introduction of infectious diseases-in.rabbits.

~

B. Manuscripts

National Library of Australia

Mahon Papers © 937 -
Deakin Papers 1540
Higgins Papers 1057
'0'Malley Papers 460
Atlee Hunt Papers / 52

- J HPy Murray Papers /. 1709
J.H. Catts Papers 658 -
C.E. Frazer Papers 981
Pegrce Papers - 213
Jebb Papers: I 339




Australlan‘war Memorla1 o | /

Pe aroe Papers | ’

Final report re Federal Electlons 1917
| Overseas forces. (Typescript).

!

Bat_ye lerarx (Perth)

Forrest Papers 766al,
‘Kirwan Papers  38%a - |
Minutes of the State Executive of the Australian
- labor Party with minutes and correspondence
- 0f the 1919 Electoral Campaign Committee
- 1319,

Records of the Electoral Office 483, File 11/3382:
Reglsters of the Oolonlal Secretary 1899-1901.

_Other‘Sources

M;nutes of Federal Parliamentary Labor Party Caucus

1901-1922. In the custody of Hon. A.A. Calwell.
-Selected files from the records of the West Australian
| ‘Companies office.

Newspaper Reglstratlon Book No.l from the records of

the Supreme Court of Western Australia,
Single Qocuments from the archives of 5t Mary's
Gathedral, Sydney

One document from Catholic Diocesan archlves,‘
Western Australia.

Selected files of Colonial Secretary's Depertment
in Archlves Offlce of New South Wales.

pd

C. Newspapers and Journals

No copies have survived of either the Southern Free Press
(Goulburn) or the Gosford Times from the period when Mahon

was editor. The dates cited represent the period for which
the paper was examined, not its life span.

New Soﬁ%h'Wales J |

Australlen Mining Standard (Sydney), 1891—1894
Bulletin (oydney), 1901, 1920, -
Catholic Press (Sydney), 1901~1906.
~ Daily Telegr@p_ (Sydnep) 1886-1890,
Freeman's Journal (Sydney) 1882-~1890.
/ J
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'NewASOuthLWales (cont'd) o o,

- Goulburn Bvening Penny Post, 1884-1885.
southern Argus (Goulburn), 1884-1885, .
~ Only surviving set held by Goulburn City Council.
~ Ddydney Mail, 1883, - 3 |
- Yorker (Sydney), 1911~1916.,

Vietoria. -

- Advocate (Melbourne), 1882-1884, 1901, 1906, 1910,
- T 1916, 1919-1920, T
Argus (Melbourne), 1915-1916, 1920,
- Austral Light (Melbourne), 1901-1913.
- Tabor Call (Melbourne), 1911-1916.

Western Australis =

Coolgardie Miner, 1896, 1901,
Cygnet (Perth), 1913,

Kal oorlie- Miner, 1901, 1903, 1906, 1909, 1913,
- . 1917, 1920, | o o
- Menzies Miner, 1896-1898, o
- Miner's Daily News (Menzies), 1896-1898.
Norning Herald (Perth), 1901, 1903, 1906, - -
‘North Coolgardie Herald (Menzies), 1896-1898,
Southern Cross Times, 1901, 1903, 1906, 1909, 1913, -
1917, 1920. .
Sun (Kalgoorlie), 1898-1901,
West Australian, 1901, 190%, 1906,
Western Argus, 1898-1899, 1901, 1903, 1906,
Westralian Worker, 1901, 1903, 1906, 1909, 1911,
— 1913, 1917, 1920. c

Other Places

The Times (London), 1882, 1920,
Worker (Brisbane), 1920.[
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fH.s Broadhead, The Australisn Pederal Tabor Part 1900~
L 1905. M.A..(Canberra Un1vers1ty College§ 1959.

J S. Bastln, The West Australlan Federatlon Nbvement. A
SRR study 1n pressure groups. M.A (Melbourne) 1952;-,

o Baker, The expuls1on of Hugh Mehon from the House of
- Representatlves in November 1920, Hons B. A.
(A N v.), 1967 | |

\R G Dryen, The Slgnlflcanoe of the expulslon of Hugh Mahon, |
" M.H.R., from the Federal Parllament 12 November -
1920. Arts IV._(N S W )y l967

- H. J Glbbney, Worklng Class or anlsatlon 1n'Western Australla“
1880-1902 B.A. Hons % ) 1949

A, D Gllbert The Churches and the Consorlptlon referenda.'
o MAY (A N.U. )y 1967 " -

- O Hamllton, ITlSh Australlan Cathollcs and the Labor |
Party. ‘A historical summary of developing allgn-_

ments in New- South Wales, Victoria and Queensland.
M.Ae (Melbourne) 197,

o

M. Lyons, Gathollcs and Oonscrlptlon. A study of Att1tudes,=
‘New South Wales 1916-1917.  Arts.IV. (N S M)y 1967,

Je Merrltt George Foster Pearoe, Labor leader. MLA (W;A.),
1963 | B s | C

D.S. Mossenson, Gold and polltlcs. The influence of the
Fastern Goldfields on the political development
of Western Australia 1890-1904, M.A. (W.A.), 1952,

E. Conference Reports

Proceedings of the third Australlan Gatholic Congress.‘
Sydne ’ 19080 '
0fficial report of the second Political Labor Oonference.=
Melbourne, 1905. y o
0fflCla1 report of the thlnd Polltlcal Labor Gonference. |
Brisbane, 1908. ﬁfr
Australian Tabor Federation. W.A. d1v1s10n.- Report of
' prooeedlngs of the 10th- General Gounoll 1917
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. Abels, The Parnell Tregedx'(Mew York, 1966M;-'

M} Brennan, Dr Mannlx (Adelalde, 1964)

@ Gelden, Oareer serv1ce. An 1ntroductlon 10 the hlstgrz

personnel administration in the Commonwealth
Publlc Service .of Auetralra l901-196l (Melbourne,
19 657, | '

1.7, Crisp, Australien Iabor Perty Tederal persomel

1901-1954 (Ganberra, 1954),

.fM. Chavasse, Terenoe MaoSw1ney (Dublin, 1961),

Slr James Fergusson, The Gurragh 1n01dent (London, 1964)

| L F. Fltzherdlnge, William Morris Hughes,,A Polltlcal

biography (§ydney, 1551)

B Fltzpetrlok, The Austrellan Comnonwealth. g_ploture of
- the Communltx 1901-I955 (Melbourne, 1956).

D.R. Gwynn, Hlstorx ongartltlon 1912—1925 (Dublln, 1950)

P.=Ford, Cardinal Moran and the A.L.P. (Melbourne, 1966)._-

1.1, Homond, Gladstone and the Irish People (London, 1964).

" P. »Heydon, Quiet Deeision (Melbourne, 1965)

-.A La Nauze, Alfred Deakin. Mgpglltlcel biography

'(Melbourne, 1967).
Bs Mansfield, Australian Democra+ (Sydney, 1965)

W.L.5. Murdooh, Alfred Deakin, A sketelh (London, 1923)

J+ Murtagh, Australia, the Cathollc Chapter (Sydney, 1959)

P Murphy, Daniel Mannlx. Arohblsb;p of Melbourne

| (Melbourne, 1948)
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Slr E. Scott Australla durlng the war, 2nd ed. (Sydney, 1937)

F B. Smlth, The conscrl tion | 1eblso1tes in Auatralla,
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Artlcles

!A E. Cahlll Cathollclsm and 3001allsm in the 19@5
. controversy, Journal of Religious HlStQﬁX, vol. l no. 1L,

| C. Hamllton, Cathollc interests and the Labor Party, .

. Historical Studles,;Australla and New Zealand,
November 1959 ) ‘_— o

-J _Merrltt, George Foster Pearce and the Western Australlan

Tabor movement 1892-1901, Unlver51§378tud1es in
Hlstory 1965., | | .

D. Mossenson, Mining regulations and alluvial dlsputes :
- 1894-1904, University Studles 1n Hlstory and
Eoonomlos 4925, - L

J.R. M. Murdoch, Charles)Edward Frazer, 8 polltlcal sketch,
R Unlver81ty Studies in Hlstory_1966 |

The West Australian Party in the 1906 federal
elections. Australian Journal of Polltlos and
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P J. 0! Farrell, The hlstory of N.S.W. Labor, 1880-1910.

A religious 1nterpretat10n. Journal ofiRellglous
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Soslallem. A 1905 pamphlet. 20thGentur1, Autumn
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- Historical Studies, Australla and New Zealand,_

~ November 1953 | |

Jo Roberteon, The conscrlptlon issue and the Natlonal o
movement, Western Australia, June 1916-December
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B.J. Smrth, West Australlan goldflelds literature.
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